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Better  or  best.. .that's  what 

it  comes  down  to.  Both  the  SLC  and 
EL  binoculars  have  "Swarobright"  In- 
terference Mirrors  on  their  Roof  Prism 
systems  that  deliver  the  largest 
amount  of  "color  correct"  light  when 
compared  to  all  other  binoculars.  This  is 
why  Swarovski's  images  are  so  brilliantly 
sharp  and  clear  from  edge  to  edge.  The 
optical  formula,  glass,  precision  polishing 
and  the  "Swarotop"  and  "Swarodur"  ex- 
terior and  interior,  multi-coated  lenses 
are  the  very  finest  in  the  world. 


Because  they  are  machined  from  a 
solid  magnesium  casting,  the  newer, 
close  focusing  El's  are  a little  lighter 
in  weight,  and  feel  just  great  in  your 
hand.  The  SLC's  feel  a little  heavier 
(about  5 ounces),  and  are  as  tough  as 
a bull.  The  SLC's  costs  a little  less  than 
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the  EL's,  but  both  carry  our  legendary 
"Limited  Lifetime  U.SA  Warranty'". 

One  is  green  and  the  other  is  a darker 
green.  One  is  better  than  any  other 
binocular  on  the  planet....  that  is,  ex- 
cept for  the  one  that  is  the  very  best. 
You  decide.  "It's  your  Tough  Choice". 

See  for  yourself.  Call:  800-426-3089, 
e-mail:  info@swarovskioptik.com  or 
visit:  www.swarovskioptik.com  for  your 
nearest  dealer  and  more  information. 
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ON  THE  COVER: 

A first  for  North  America,  this  Willow  Warbler  was  discovered  by  Paul  Lehman  at  Gambel 
Alaska  26  August  2002.  This  remarkable  instance  of  long-distance  vagrancy Ts'cofisidered in  various 
contexts  in  both  the  "Changing  Seasons"  essay  and  in  the  lead  article.  Photograph  by  George  L.  Armistead. 
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GAMBELL,  ALASKA,  AUTUMN  2002: 

First  North  American  Records  of  Willow 
Warbler  (Phylloscopus  trochilus),  Lesser 
Whitethroat  (Sylvia  curruca),  and 
Spotted  Flycatcher  (Muscicapa  striata) 


Paul  E.  Lehman 

P.O.Box  379 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey  08204 
(email:  lehman.paul@verizon.net ) 


ABSTRACT 

This  article  summarizes  records  of  single 
individuals  of  Willow  Warbler  ( Phyllosco- 
pus trochilus).  Lesser  Whitethroat  ( Sylvia 
curruca ),  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  ( Musci- 
capa striata ) at  Gambell,  Saint  Lawrence 
Island,  Alaska,  all  of  which  represent  first 
records  for  North  America.  An  overview 
of  field  conditions,  migrant  passerine 
assemblages,  and  meteorological  context 
at  Gambell  is  provided,  along  with  brief 
discussions  of  identification,  taxonomy, 
distribution,  and  vagrancy  of  the  three 
new  species  found  here.  More  extensive 
notes,  physical  documentation,  and  dis- 
cussions are  archived  with  the  Alaska 
Checklist  Committee  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum. 

OVERVIEW 

The  Bering  Sea  region  in  western  Alaska 
is  well  known  to  most  North  American 
birders  as  the  place  to  go  to  find  Asian 
migrants  and  vagrants,  Alaska  specialties, 
and  spectacular  seabird  concentrations. 
Most  observers  who  have  visited  the 
renowned  birding  destinations  of  Attu 
Island  (western  Aleutian  Islands),  Saint 
Paul  Island  (Pribilof  Islands),  and  Gam- 
bell (northwest  corner  of  Saint  Lawrence 
Island)  have  done  so  between  mid-May 
and  early  June.  In  spring,  there  is  a con- 
centrated “pulse”  of  arriving  birds.  As  an 
additional  incentive,  the  spring  vagrant 
seasons  for  waterfowl,  shorebirds,  and 
passerines  substantially  overlap.  So  it  is 
not  surprising  that  many  birders  have  vis- 


ited these  islands  each  spring  since  about 
the  mid-1970s,  and  that  these  visits  have 
produced  many  first  records  of  Asian 
species  for  North  America.  At  Gambell, 
the  number  of  observers  in  spring  has 
increased,  with  many  visiting  the  village 
area  as  participants  on  scheduled  birding 
tours  that  generally  last  about  a week. 
Extensive  data  now  exist  on  the  spring 
migration  there.  Coverage  at  Gambell 
later  in  June — after  most  of  the  north- 
bound migrants  have  passed  through — 
has  been  very  poor,  however,  despite 
good  potential  for  unusual  species  to 
occur  late  in  the  season. 

In  contrast,  this  region’s  birding  out- 
posts have  received  scant  attention  from 
birders  or  ornithologists  in  fall.  South- 
bound bird  migration  through  the  Bering 
Sea  region  stretches  out  over  a more  pro- 
tracted period  than  does  the  spring  pas- 
sage. The  peak  of  southbound  shorebird 
migration  (between  July  and  early  Sep- 
tember) is  largely  over  before  most 
vagrant  passerines  occur  (late  August  to 
mid-October).  Thus,  to  be  assured  of  see- 
ing a good  cross-section  of  transients  and 
a number  of  Asian  strays  during  a single 
visit,  a birder  typically  must  make  a 
longer  time  commitment  in  the  autumn. 
The  chances  of  finding  a vagrant  on  any 
given  day  are  typically  greater  in  late  May 
and  early-to-middle  June  than  in  August, 
September,  or  October.  Another  factor  is 
the  increased  difficulty  in  finding  low- 
density  migrants  and  vagrants  in  the  rela- 
tively lush  vegetation  of  early  fall.  In 
spring,  there  is  only  sparse  cover  pro- 
vided by  dead  plants,  and  the  remaining 
snow  further  concentrates  migrants  to 
those  open  patches  that  have  thawed. 

Despite  these  drawbacks,  fall  birding  in 
much  of  coastal  Alaska  can  be  thrilling.  In 
addition  to  the  potentially  large  number 
of  regular  migrants,  the  composition  of 
Old  World  species  in  fall  is  different  from 
that  of  spring.  For  example,  such  species 


as  Middendorff’s  Grasshopper- Warbler 
( Locustella  ochotensis),  Siberian  Accentor 
( Prunella  montanella ),  and  Little  Bunting 
( Emberiza  pusilla)  are  more  likely  to 
occur  in  Alaska  during  the  fall  than  in 
spring.  The  only  two  North  American 
records  of  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (Phyl- 
loscopus inomatus ) come  from  Gambell  in 
autumn  1999  and  2002  (Lehman  2000a, 
2000c,  Tobish  2000a,  2003).  A substan- 
tially greater  number  of  mainland  North 
American  breeding  species  wander  west 
or  northwest  out  to  the  offshore  islands  in 
fall  than  in  spring.  These  birds  include  a 
number  of  species  never  reported  in  Asia. 
At  Gambell  in  just  the  past  five  years, 
examples  include  Least  Flycatcher  (Empi- 
donax  minimus),  Pacific-slope/Cordilleran 
(“Western”)  Flycatcher  (E.  difficilis/occi- 
dentalis),  Warbling  Vireo  ( Vireo  gilvus), 
Tennessee  Warbler  (Vermivora  peregrina), 
Magnolia  Warbler  ( Dendroica  magnolia), 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  (Oporornis 
tolmiei),  and  Brown-headed  Cowbird 
( Molothrus  ater)  (Tobish  1999,  2000a, 
2002,  2003).  Further,  a good  understand- 
ing of  the  sizable  fall  seabird  movements 
through  the  Bering  Sea  is  still  in  its  fledg- 
ling stage.  Finally,  autumn  visits  to  west- 
ern Alaska  provide  the  opportunity  to 
study  and  photograph  a number  of 
species  in  juvenal  and  fresh  fall  plumages 
not  normally  seen  by  many  North  Ameri- 
can birders. 

Fall  Migration  at  Gambell 

Gambell,  Alaska,  is  a Siberian  Yupik  vil- 
lage on  Saint  Lawrence  Island  and  is 
home  to  some  700  people.  It  lies  approx- 
imately 300  km  (190  mi)  west-southwest 
of  Nome,  and  only  65  km  (40  mi)  from 
the  closest  point  on  the  Chukotsk  Penin- 
sula on  the  Siberian  mainland  (Figure  1). 
Within  and  bordering  the  village  are  three 
major  midden  sites  (known  by  both  the 
local  residents  and  visiting  birders  as  “the 
boneyards”),  as  well  as  several  other  areas 
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of  disturbed  ground  (Figure  2).  These 
areas  are  characterized  by  relatively  lush 
vegetation  dominated  by  Northern 
Wormwood/Tall  Wormwood  (Artemisia 
tilesii ) and  Arctic  Sage/Arctic  Wormwood 
(A.  arctica ),  which  are  mint-like  plants 
that  by  late  summer  grow  to  a height  of 
up  to  a half-meter.  This  growth  is  a mag- 
net to  passerines  in  autumn, 
particularly  to  such  regular 
migrants  as  Arctic  Warbler 
(Phylloscopus  borealis ),  Blue- 
throat  (Luscinia  svecica),  Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  (Cathanis  min- 
imus), and  Red-throated  (Anthus 
cervinus)  and  American  (A. 
mbescens)  Pipits,  as  well  as  to 
most  of  the  vagrant  landbirds 
from  both  Asia  and  mainland 
North  America.  Many  of  these 
birds  are  shy  and  difficult  to  see 
easily  in  this  cover.  Two  of  the 
three  boneyards  are  located  near 
the  base  of  187-meter  (614- 
foot)  Sevuokuk  Mountain, 
which  may  act  as  a barrier  to 
some  landbirds  that  might  oth- 
erwise continue  moving  farther 
east.  Other  migrants  that  arrive 
elsewhere  on  the  island  may 
work  their  way  to  the  northwest 
tip  at  Gambell. 

Following  some  limited 
autumn  fieldwork  on  Saint 
Lawrence  Island  through  1969, 
summarized  by  Fay  and  Cade 
(1959)  and  Sealy  et  al.  (1971), 
several  observers  visited  Gam- 
bell  for  less  than  a week  in  late 
August  or  early  September 
1975,  1989,  1992,  1993,  1994,  and  1996. 
I have  led  birding  tours  there,  each  lasting 
up  to  a week,  in  late  August  1992  and 
annually  from  1997  through  2002.  In 
1998, 1 remained  at  Gambell  after  the  tour 
concluded,  through  8 September.  In 

1999,  I remained  a total  of  45  days,  until 
3 October.  Gary  Rosenberg,  Scott  Terrill, 
and  others  filled  in  for  me  after  the  tour  in 

2000,  remaining  until  15  September.  In 

2001,  1 returned  for  an  extended  stay, 
from  23  August  through  1 October,  and 
was  joined  for  part  of  that  time  by  Nelson 
Dobbs,  Steve  Mlodinow,  and  others.  In 

2002,  1 remained  from  23  August  until  2 
October,  and  was  joined  for  short  periods 
by  George  L.  Armistead,  Dona  Coates, 
Bob  Dodelson,  and  David  Sonneborn.  In 
addition,  bird  photographer  Don  Cun- 
ningham has  visited  Gambell  between 
early  August  and  early  October  in  six  sep- 
arate years  between  1993  and  2001  and 
has  documented  a number  of  important 
records.  This  relatively  recent  autumn 
coverage  at  Gambell  has  not  begun  in 


earnest  earlier  than  20  August,  however. 
Thus,  the  early  fall  migration  period  is 
still  poorly  known. 

A number  of  landbird  species  with  pri- 
marily Old  World  distributions  nest  in 
mainland  Alaska — a few  also  do  so  in 
small  numbers  on  Saint  Lawrence 
Island — but  then  return  west  in  late  sum- 


Peninsula,  where  several  species  of  Asian 
waterbirds  that  have  occurred  at  Gambell 
undoubtedly  do  originate. 

The  number  and  variety  of  migrant 
shorebirds  and  landbirds  present  at  Gam- 
bell, as  well  as  the  numbers  of  seabirds 
visible  off  the  tip  of  Northwest  Cape  (“the 
Point”),  are  highly  dependent  upon 


Figure  1.  Map  showing  the  Bering  Sea  region, 
western  Alaska,  and  the  Russian  Far  East.  Gambell 
is  located  at  the  northwestern  tip  of  Saint 
Lawrence  Island  and  is  only  some  65  kilometers 
(40  miles)  from  the  Chukotsk  Peninsula  in  Siberia. 
Most  of  the  Asian  landbird  vagrants  that  have 
been  found  in  spring  and  fall  at  Gambell  and 
elsewhere  in  the  central  and  northern  Bering 
Sea  nest  as  far  north  as  the  Koryak  Highlands 
or  Anadyr  River  basin,  but  not  on  the  Chukotsk. 
Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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mer  and  early  fall  to  winter  in 
Southeast  Asia  or  Africa. 

These  birds,  known  as 
“trans-Beringian”  migrants, 
include  such  species  as  Arctic 
Warbler,  Bluethroat,  North- 
ern Wheatear  ( Oenanthe 
oenanthe ),  Yellow  Wagtail 
( Motacilla  Jlava),  and  Red- 
throated  Pipit.  Their  peak 
numbers  occur  at  Gambell 
between  early  August  and 
early  September.  Another  trans-Beringian 
migrant,  the  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  has 
nesting  populations  in  northeastern 
Siberia  that  head  eastward  in  fall,  back 
into  North  America. 

Most  of  the  Old  World  vagrant  passer- 
ines found  at  Gambell  breed  no  farther 
north  than  Russia’s  western  Anadyr  River 
basin  and  Koryak  Highlands,  located  about 
800  km  (500  mi)  west-southwest  and  950+ 
km  (600+  mi)  southwest  of  Saint  Lawrence 
Island,  respectively.  Very  few  of  these 
species  breed  as  far  north  as  the  Chukotsk 


Figure  2.  Map  of  the  Gambell  village  area,  showing  three  of  the  principal 
sites  for  migrant  passerines:  the  "near," “far"  and  "circular"  boneyards  (mid- 
dens). Most  seabird  watching  takes  place  from  "the  Point,"  the  tip  of  Saint 
Lawrence  Island's  Northwest  Cape.  Sevuokuk  Mountain,  lying  immediately 
to  the  east,  may  act  to  impede  the  dispersal  of  some  landbird  transients. 
This  barrier,  combined  with  the  otherwise  sparse  vegetation  and  extensive 
gravel  that  characterizes  the  village  area,  helps  to  further  concentrate 
migrants  and  vagrants  in  the  boneyards.  Adapted  from  a map  by  Cindy  Lippincott. 


weather  conditions.  Local  weather  data 
covering  wind  speed  and  direction,  tem- 
perature, and  cloud  cover  were  collected 
by  the  author  and  others  on  a daily  basis 
during  autumn  visits  between  1999  and 
2002.  Low  overcast  and  rain  tend  to 
ground  shorebirds  and  trans-Beringian 
migrants.  Rain  occurring  in  the  late-night 
and  early-morning  hours  appears  to 
increase  the  chances  for  good  landbird 
counts  and  the  appearance  of  vagrants. 
North  and  northeast  winds  often  produce 
the  largest  numbers  of  seabirds  close  to 
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Figures  3 & 4.  Weather  maps  for  28  August  (top)  and  29  August  (bot- 
tom) 2002.  On  the  28th,  Saint  Lawrence  Island  was  dominated  by  high- 
pressure  centered  immediately  to  the  south.  The  area  enjoyed  a rela- 
tively rare  calm,  sunny  day  with  gentle  westerly  breezes  developing. 
That  evening  saw  the  appearance  of  a Reed  Bunting  (Emberiza  schoeni- 
clus),  the  first  U.S.  record  north  of  the  Aleutians  and  the  first  for  autumn 
in  the  state.  On  the  29th,  the  high  had  moved  to  the  northeast  and  low- 
pressure  areas  were  centered  over  the  base  of  the  Aleutians  and  over 
the  Chukchi  Sea,  as  a trailing  cold  front  from  the  latter  approached.  The 
clockwise  circulation  around  the  high  and  southwesterly  flow  ahead  of 
the  cold  front  combined  to  produce  moderate  southwesterly  winds  at 
Cambell  of  up  to  40  kph  (25  mph)  all  day,  and  with  a lowering  deck  of 
stratus  clouds.  By  late  in  the  day,  the  continuing  Reed  Bunting  had  been 
joined  by  a Dusky  Warbler  (Phylloscopus  fuscatus)  and  a record-early 
Siberian  Accentor  (Prunella  montanella).  All  three  birds — as  well  as  the 
Willow  Warbler  present  since  25  August — remained  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  when  there  were  light  southwesterly  winds  and  a low  ceiling,  and 
were  joined  by  North  America's  second  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (P.  inor- 
natus),  which  could  conceivably  have  arrived  on  the  29th  as  well. 


shore.  But  those  same  winds  tend  to  sup- 
press the  occurrence  of  most  Asian  strays. 

My  visit  during  the  autumn  of  1999, 
for  example,  saw  29  of  45  days  character- 
ized by  north  and  northeast  winds,  and 
only  four  Asian  landbirds  were  found: 
Oriental  Cuckoo  (Cuculus  saturatus ), 
Siberian  Accentor,  and  Little  Bunting, 
along  with  the  first  North  American 
record  of  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
(Lehman  2000a,  2000b,  2000c,  Tobish 
2000a).  In  contrast,  westerly-to-southerly 
winds  prevailed  on  21  of  42  days  in  the 
fall  of  2002  (e.g..  Figures  3 & 4),  and  that 


year  produced  an  exceptional 
number  and  variety  of  Asian  land- 
bird  strays:  three  first  records  for 
North  America — Willow  Warbler, 
Lesser  Whitethroat,  and  Spotted 
Flycatcher — as  well  as  Oriental 
Cuckoo,  Sky  Lark  ( Alauda  arven- 
sis ),  four  Dusky  Warblers  (Phyllo- 
scopus fuscatus),  Yellow-browed 
Warbler,  three  Siberian  Accen- 
tors, Tree  Pipit  ( Anthus  trivialis ), 
Reed  Bunting  (Emberiza  schocni- 
clus),  and  two  Little  Buntings 
(Tobish  2003).  These  same  winds 
probably  also  played  a role,  how- 
ever, in  a below-average  season 
for  seabirds  and  shorebirds. 

Many  North  American  main- 
land strays  are  probably  most 
likely  to  arrive  on  winds  from 
between  the  south  and  northeast. 
But  some  rarities  turn  up  in  just 
about  any  weather,  with  a number 
of  Asian  birds  having  been  found 
on  days  with  light  easterly  winds, 
and  some  North  American  strays 
turning  up  on  days  with  westerly 
or  northerly  winds.  There  are,  of 
course,  factors  other  than  the 
weather  at  work  that  shape  a 
given  year’s  migration.  These 
include  the  timing  and  success  of 
the  nesting  season,  which  can 
vary  greatly  from  year  to  year  in 
the  Arctic,  and  such  intangibles  as 
chance  and  observer  luck. 

THREE  NORTH 
AMERICAN  FIRSTS 

The  autumn  of  2002  at  Gambell 
was  exceptional  for  both  Asian 
and  North  American  landbird 
strays.  Three  first  records  for 
North  America  were  discovered: 
Willow  Warbler  (25-30  August), 
Lesser  Whitethroat  (8-9  Septem- 
ber), and  Spotted  Flycatcher  (14 
September).  All  three  were  exten- 
sively videotaped  by  the  author; 
photographs  of  the  first  and  last 
were  also  taken:  by  George  L. 
Armistead  and  Stavros  Christodoulides 
(Willow  Warbler)  and  by  David  Son- 
neborn  (Spotted  Flycatcher).  Documen- 
tation and  discussion  for  each  of  these 
three  birds  follows. 

WILLOW  WARBLER 

(Phylloscopus  trochilus) 

25-30  August  2002 

Details 

The  following  account  was  taken  from  my 
notes  written  on  26  August  2002. 

“1  first  saw  this  bird  for  about  five  sec- 
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onds  on  25  August  in  the  ‘near  boneyard,’ 
but  it  could  not  be  relocated  despite 
much  searching.  My  first  impression  was 
of  a Chiffchaff-type  Phylloscopus : a bird 
with  dark  legs,  no  wingbars,  and  dull 
upperparts,  with  the  only  green  color 
obvious  in  some  of  the  flight  feathers,  a 
pale  supercilium,  dark  eyeline,  and  a 
grayish  wash  to  the  crown  and  nape.  At 
this  point  all  I knew  is  that  a great  bird 
had  gotten  away  and  we  figured  that  was 
the  end  of  that... 

But  on  26  August  I miraculously 
refound  the  bird  (or  perhaps  a new  bird?) 
over  a mile  and  a half  away  along  the  east 
shore  of  Troutman  Lake,  where  the  bird 
remained  from  mid-afternoon  until  dark 
and  afforded  all  in  the  group  excellent, 
point-blank,  extended  views,  and  where  it 
was  videotaped  and  photographed  (front 
cover,  Figures  5-7)  by  myself,  George  L. 
Armistead,  and  Stavros  Christodoulides. 

A Phylloscopus  that  appeared  just 
slightly  larger/longer  than  an  Arctic  War- 
bler. Actively  feeding  on  the  ground  and 
in  very  low  vegetation.  A very  distinct  off- 
whitish  supercilium  extended,  depending 
on  the  angle  and  how  the  feathers  were 
held,  to  just  behind  the  eye  or  to  farther 
behind  the  eye;  this  pale  color  met  over 
the  top  of  the  bill  in  a thin  line.  Distinct 
dark  eyeline  from  lores  to  behind  eye,  and 
usually  a somewhat  distinct  pale  crescent 
under  eye.  Pale-ish  lower  auriculars 
below  the  crescent.  Chin  and  upper 
throat  whitish,  center  and  lower  throat 
and  upper  breast  washed  with  a pale, 
clear  yellow  (more  or  less  obvious 
depending  on  the  lighting,  whether  the 
bird  was  in  the  open  or  amongst  vegeta- 
tion, etc.),  which  combined  with  the  face 
pattern  to  sometimes  impart  the  look  of  a 
spring  Philadelphia  Vireo  when  the  bird 
was  facing  head  on.  Remainder  of  the 
underparts  whitish  except  for  a light 
dusky  wash  of  variable  intensity  that 
extended  from  the  sides  of  the  upper 
breast  out  on  to  the  breast  just  below  the 
yellow  wash  (sometimes  quite  apparent, 
sometimes  hard  to  see)  and  for  a light 
buffy-yellow  wash  around  the  leg  region 
extending  across  the  lower  vent;  but  the 
more  distal  undertail  coverts  were,  again, 
whitish.  Crown  a dull,  pale  brown-gray, 
slightly  grayer  nape,  but  back  and  rump 
clearly  tinged  with  dull  green.  Wings 
showed  dull  greenish  to  flight  feathers, 
one  very  faint  wingbar,  and  a blackish 
alula.  Unmarked  tertials  slightly  darker 
[than  most  of  the  wing],  and  the  primar- 
ies were  darker,  with  pale  tips  to  each 
individual  exposed  primary.  The  primary 
extension  was  substantial,  equal  to  the 
length  of  the  tertials  or  at  least  about  90 
percent  of  the  tertial  length,  which  gave 
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the  primaries  a long,  pointed  shape;  they 
extended  down  part  of  the  length  of  the 
tail.  Outer  two  visible  primary  tips  fol- 
lowed inward  by  a sizeable  gap,  then  at 
least  five  exposed  inner  primary  tips 
beyond  the  longest  tertial,  perhaps  six. 
Central  rectrices  showed  pointed  tips, 
indicative  of  a young  bird  (?).  The  bill 
was  dark  except  for  a pale  base  to  the 
lower  mandible,  usually  noticeable  only 
when  one  could  see  up  under  the  bill. 
Legs  were  dark,  a brownish-gray  [not 
truly  blackish] — thus  my  initial  thought 
the  first  day  and  early  on  the  second  that 
the  bird  was  probably  a Chiffchaff  [P. 
collybita] — with  paler,  more  brownish- 
horn  feet,  and  even  paler  soles  to  the  feet; 
this  pale  color  extended  upwards  slightly 
on  the  back  of  the  lower  leg,  just  above 
the  ‘heel.’  Darkish  eye.  Upon  alighting, 
the  bird  would  often  pump  its  tail  down- 
ward once  or  twice.  Most  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  time  it  would  not  pump  its  tail 
except  a few  times  when  particularly 
active  or  unsteady.  Silent.” 

The  bird  [or  another?]  was  seen  again 
by  Armistead  on  29  August,  now  in  the 
‘circular  boneyard,’  one  and  a half  miles 
back  to  the  north  from  where  it  was  on 
the  26th,  and  almost  a mile  to  the  east 
from  where  it  was  on  the  25th.  It  was  seen 
well  again  in  the  circular  boneyard  by 
both  of  us  on  30  August  [when  we  saw  it 
sometimes  very  close  to  a Yellow-browed 
Warbler!].  Exactly  how  many  Willow 
Warblers  were  involved?  Taking  the  con- 
servative approach,  I assume  that  just  one 
bird  was  present  25-30  August;  but  con- 
ceivably there  may  have  been  as  many  as 
three  birds  involved  (25  August,  26 
August,  and  29-30  August).”  [A  few  fall 
rarities  at  Gambell  over  the  years  have 
moved  between  the  various  boneyards, 
although  this  bird’s  traveling  well  down 
the  shore  of  the  lake  makes  it  even  a 
much  greater  wanderer.  ] 

Discussion 

Plumage  characters  narrow  the  choices 
down  to  Willow  Warbler  and  Chiffchaff. 
The  identification  as  Willow  Warbler  is 
based  on  a number  of  characters,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  the  primary 
extension  and  spacing,  which  is  diagnos- 
tic (Svensson  1992,  Baker  1997,  Mullar- 
ney  et  al.  1999).  In  Willow  Warbler,  the 
primary  extension  is  at  least  three-quar- 
ters that  of  tertial  length,  whereas  in  Chif- 
fchaff this  extension  is  only  half  that  of 
the  tertials.  There  tends  to  be  a noticeable 
gap  in  the  spacing  in  the  primaries 
(between  P7  and  P6  and  especially  P6  and 
P5,  when  the  primaries  are  numbered 
ascendently)  in  Willow  Warbler  (Svens- 
son 1992),  not  so  in  Chiffchaff,  and  Wil- 


low Warbler  has  fewer  emarginations  to 
the  individual  primaries,  such  as  P6  (C. 
Kehoe,  pers.  comm).  These  differences 
may  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  see  in 
the  field,  and  initially  the  primary  projec- 
tion and  spacing  were  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain on  the  Gambell  bird.  But  given  the 
bird’s  cooperative  behavior  on  26  August, 
these  characters  were  easily  captured  on 
video  and  in  photographs.  We  were  able 
to  study  slow-motion,  close-up  video  of 
the  bird  that  same  day,  while  the  bird  was 
present,  and  determine  with  certainty  that 
its  primaries  matched  those  of  Willow 
Warbler.  The  greenish  tones  above,  pale 
lower  auriculars,  and  the  light  yellow 
wash  below  also  strongly  favor  Willow 
Warbler  over  Chiffchaff — particularly  the 
eastern  population  of  the  latter,  “Siberian 
Chiffchaff’  ( P.  c.  tristis ),  which  lacks  these 
green  and  yellow  tones. 

Comments  on  the  identification  of  this 
bird  as  a Willow  Warbler,  based  on  video- 
tape, photos,  and  written  details  I sup- 
plied, were  received  from  experts  here 
in  North  America  and  in  Europe, 
including  Lars  Svensson  and  Per 
Alstrom  in  Sweden  and  Colin  Brad- 
shaw and  Chris  Kehoe  in  the  U.K., 
and  all  concurred  with  the  species 
identification.  There  is  some  uncer- 
tainty, however,  concerning  the  sub- 
species involved.  The  most  likely  sub- 
species to  occur  based  on  distribu- 
tional ground — P.  t.  yakutensis — typi- 
cally is  slightly  duller  than  this  bird 
appeared,  lacking  almost  any  greenish 
tones  above  (except  to  the  flight  feath- 
ers) and  any  yellowish  tones  below. 

The  next  most  likely  subspecies  based 
on  distribution,  P t. 
acredula,  may  be  a 
closer  fit,  but  even  it 
is  not  a perfect  match. 

The  Gambell  bird 
may  best  fit  within 
populations  of  east- 
erly acredula  or  in  the 
borderland  between 
acredula  and  yakuten- 
sis (L.  Svensson,  pers. 
comm.).  Plumage  and 
bare-part  color  varia- 
tion in  the  eastern 
forms  of  this  species 
is  not  well  known  (C. 

Bradshaw,  C.  Kehoe, 

L.  Svensson,  pers. 
comm.). 

The  bird’s  darkish 
legs  initially  confused 
us.  Almost  all  nomi- 
nate Willow  Warblers 
in  Europe  have  pale 
legs  and  feet,  whereas 


Figures  5-7.  This  Willow  Warbler  (Phylloscopus  trochilus)  was  found  at  Gambell,  Saint 
Lawrence  Island,  Alaska  25-30  August  2002  (photographed  here  26  August),  establishing 
the  first  record  for  North  America.  Note  the  plain  upperparts  with  limited  dull  greenish 
tones,  the  distinct  pale  supercilium  extending  somewhat  behind  the  eye,  pale  lower 
auriculars,  single  very  faint  wingbar,  and  pale  yellow  wash  to  the  lower  throat  and 
upper  breast.  The  most  important  character  visible  here  that  can  be  used  to  separate 
this  species  from  the  similar-looking  Chiffchaff  (P.  collybita)  is  the  long  primary  exten- 
sion (almost  as  long  as  the  length  of  the  tertials)  and  the  noticeable  gap  in  the  spacing 
of  the  primaries.  The  dark-looking  legs  are  unusual  for  Willow  Warbler,  but  this  is  a char- 
acter that  may  be  more  prevalent  in  the  eastern  populations  of  this  species.  See  also  the 
cover  photograph.  Photographs  by  Georgs  L.  Armistead  and  from  videotape  by  Paul  E.  Lehman. 


Figures  8 & 9.  Lesser  Whitethroat  (Sylvia  curruca)  is  a 
distinctive  species.  This  individual  established  the  first 
North  American  record  not  only  of  the  species  but  also 
of  the  genus.  It  was  present  at  Gambell  8-9  September 
2002.  Lesser  Whitethroat  taxonomy  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  debate  for  many  years;  some  authorities  split 
the  complex  into  three  separate  species  groups. 
Photographs  from  videotape  by  Paul  E.  Lehman. 

Chiffchaffs  and  only  very  rarely  a nomi- 
nate Willow  Warbler  have  dark  legs  and 
feet  (C.  Bradshaw,  pers.  comm.).  It 
appears,  however,  that  a larger,  though 
still  unknown,  percent  of  Asian  birds — 
races  acredula  and  yakutensis — may  show 
dark  legs,  and  such  birds  have  been 
banded  and  photographed  at  the  Pechora 
River  delta  in  Russia  (N.  D.  van  Swelrn, 
pers.  comm.)  and  in  Japan  (Maki  and 
Onishi  2000;  M.  A.  Brazil,  pers.  comm.; 
N.  Lethaby,  pers.  comm.). 

Willow  Warbler  is  a long-distance 
migrant  that  breeds  as  far  east  in  Russia  as 
the  western  Anadyr  River  basin  (Demen- 
t’ev  and  Gladkov  1954,  Vaurie  1959, 
Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker  1997),  only 
about  650  km  (400  mi)  from  the  Bering 
Strait  (Figure  12).  The  race  acredula 
breeds  east  approximately  to  the  Lena 
basin,  where  it  intergrades  with  yakuten- 
sis, which  breeds  farther  northeast,  as  far 
as  the  Kolyma  and  Anadyr  rivers  (Baker 
1997).  As  such.  Willow  Warbler  shares  an 
eastern  breeding  range  with  the  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  and  a number  of  other 
species  that  have  been  found  in  western 
Alaska.  This  species  had  been  anticipated 
in  Alaska  by  some  authorities  (e.g., 
Tobish  2000b).  Most  of  the  Asian-breed- 
ing  population  winters  far  to  the  west,  in 
eastern  and  southern  Africa.  This  strong 
east-west  component  to  the  migration 
may  help  to  bring  a late-spring  overshoot 
or  an  autumn  reverse  migrant  to  Saint 
Lawrence  Island  and  points  north  (Tobish 


2000b).  Vagrant  Willow  Warblers  have 
been  recorded  in  fall  in  Japan  (O.S.J. 
2000;  M.  A.  Brazil,  pers.  comm.;  N. 
Lethaby,  pers.  comm.),  mostly  from 
Hegura  Island.  The  first  record  for  the 
country,  from  Kyushu  in  October  1981, 
involved  a bird  of  the  subspecies  P.  t. 
yakutensis  (O.S.J.  2000). 

For  many  years.  Willow  Warbler  was 
on  the  North  American  list,  with  a speci- 
men reported  taken  at  Barrow,  Alaska,  on 
10  June  1952  (Pitelka  1974).  This  speci- 
men was  subsequently  re-identified,  how- 
ever, as  an  Arctic  Warbler  (Roberson  and 
Pitelka  1983,  A.O.U.  1998). 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT 

(Sylvia  curruca) 

8-9  September  2002 

Details 

This  bird  was  found  in  the  “far  boneyard” 
during  the  early  afternoon  of  8 September 
2002.  I saw  the  bird  repeatedly  over  8 and 
9 September.  No  other  birders  were  pres- 
ent at  Gambell  during  the  birds  two-day 
stay,  so  I was  the  sole  observer.  But  1 was 
able  to  obtain  good  videotape  of  the  bird 
on  8 September  (Figures  8 & 9).  The 
identification  of  the  bird  as  a Lesser 
Whitethroat  is  straightforward.  However, 
a number  of  taxonomists  and  others  have 
recently  split  the  Lesser  Whitethroat  into 
three  separate  species,  so  determining  the 
subspecies/species  group  involved  may  be 
important  (see  discussion  below).  Field 
notes  follow. 

“A  Sylvia-type  warbler,  with  a slightly 
longer,  narrower  tail  than  a typical  Phyllo- 
scopus.  Small  dark  bill.  Dark  legs.  I first 
flushed  it  up  out  of  far  boneyard,  where  it 
perched  on  a boulder,  at  which  time  I 
immediately  identified  it  as  a Lesser 
Whitethroat,  having  seen  many  previ- 
ously in  Israel  and  a smaller  number  in 
Europe.  Most  distinctive  was  the  very 
dark  gray  face — giving  the  bird  a masked 
look,  and  which  curved  down  slightly  in 
the  rear  auricular  region.  Crown  a distinct 
pale-to-medium  gray  (unmarked),  which 
contrasted  somewhat  (depending  on 
lighting  and  distance)  with  a slightly 
browner-gray  unmarked  back,  rump,  and 
warm-brownish  wings.  The  tail,  in  turn, 
contrasted  appreciably  darker,  and  in 
flight  it  showed  extensive  white  to  the 
outer  rectrices.  The  effect  of  tail  shape 
and  general  color  (darkness  with  exten- 
sive white)  combined  with  general  upper- 
part  color  imparted  a somewhat  gnat- 
catcher-like  look  when  the  bird  was  seen 
flying  away  and  about  to  land.  Clean 
white  throat  and  center  of  underparts. 
Flanks  showed  light  tan-brownish  wash, 
which  in  turn  contrasted  with  clean  white 


undertail  coverts.  An  active  feeder,  keep- 
ing mostly  out  of  view,  and  making  only 
relatively  brief  appearances  in  the  open. 
Called  a few  times  and  gave  a single-sylla- 
ble hard  call  ( tic  or  tit)  that  was  slightly 
softer  (though  still  a hard  note)  and  qui- 
eter than  the  hard  call-note  being  given 
occasionally  by  the  nearby  Dusky  War- 
bler. Videotaped  on  8 September.” 

Discussion 

As  stated  above,  the  identification  of  this 
bird  as  a Lesser  Whitethroat  in  the  broad 
sense  is  straightforward.  All  experts  who 
viewed  the  video  of  the  bird  agreed  with 
the  identification.  Determining  the  sub- 
species is  much  more  difficult,  however. 
The  taxonomy  of  the  Lesser  Whitethroat 
complex  has  been  the  subject  of  debate 
for  many  years.  Most  authorities  recog- 
nize nine  or  ten  subspecies  (Baker  1997, 
Clements  2000,  Shirihai  et  al.  2001), 
although  that  number  ranges  from  five  to 
twelve  (King  1998).  These  forms  can  be 
placed  into  approximately  three  groups, 
but  the  distributions  of  the  various  sub- 
species are  complex  and  incompletely 
known  (King  1998,  Money  2000).  Lesser 
Whitethroats  (in  the  broad  sense)  winter 
from  central  Africa  east  to  India  and  Sri 
Lanka  (Dement’ev  and  Gladkov  1954, 
Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker 
1997).  The  race  blythi  breeds  east  to  just 
east  of  Lake  Baikal  and  is  thought  to  win- 
ter primarily  in  India  and  Pakistan  (Baker 
1997).  It  is  the  most  likely  form  to  occur 


Figures  1 0 & 1 1 . Spotted  Flycatcher  (Muscicapa  striata) 
photographed  at  Gambell  on  14  September  2002.  Like 
the  Lesser  Whitethroat,  it  was  a total  surprise  when  it 
was  found  at  Gambell.  It  can  be  separated  from  other 
Muscicapa  flycatchers  by  the  distinct,  sharp  dark  streaks 
on  the  forehead  and  forecrown,  the  plain  looking  face 
with  a weak  pale  eyering  and  no  pale  loral  stripe, 
and  the  proportionately  large,  entirely  dark  bill. 
Photographs  from  videotape  by  Paul  E.  Lehman. 
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in  Alaska  based  on  distribution,  although 
the  closest  breeding  sites  are  still  at  least 
4000  km  (2500  mi)  away  (Figure  13). 
This  was  not  a species  that  had  been  pre- 
dicted to  occur  in  North  America. 

The  curruca  or  “taiga”  group,  including 
nominate  curruca  and  Siberian  blythi,  are 
colloquially  known  as  “Northern  Lesser 
Whitethroat”  or  just  “Lesser 
Whitethroat.”  This  group  contains  the 
northernmost  breeders,  which  tend  to 
show  distinctive  dark  masks  and  warm- 
brownish  wings.  When  the  Gambell  bird 
was  in  subdued  light,  the  strong,  warm- 
brown  tones  to  the  wing,  and  the  size  and 
darkness  of  the  mask,  strongly  suggest 
blythi/curruca.  In  bright  light,  however, 
the  bird  appeared  a bit  more  washed  out. 
This  variation  can  be  seen  easily  when 
viewing  the  complete  videotape  footage.  I 
believe  the  Gambell  bird  is  a good  match 
for  the  illustration  of  blythi  found  in 
Porter  et  al.  (1996).  Call-notes  also 
match,  and  such  vocalizations  may  help 
to  separate  some  of  the  races  (Money 
2000). 

The  minula  group  of  Lesser 
Whitethroats,  colloquially  known  as 
“Desert  Lesser  Whitethroat”  or  “Small 
Whitethroat,”  is  made  up  of  several 
southerly-breeding  subspecies  that  breed 
north  to  northern  China.  Compared  to 
the  first  group,  they  tend  to  be  slightly 
smaller  overall,  paler  (sandier)  above  and 
creamier  below,  with  a weaker  mask,  and 
a slightly  different  call  (Svensson  1992, 
Porter  et  al.  1996,  Baker  1997,  Money 
2000,  Pettersson  2001,  Shirihai  et  al. 
2001).  Vagrants  have  been  reported  in 
Western  Europe.  The  althaea  group, 
known  as  “Hume’s  [Lesser]  Whitethroat,” 
is  restricted  to  mountains  from  Iran  to 
India.  “Hume’s”  is  extremely  unlikely  to 
occur  in  North  America  based  on  distrib- 
utional grounds  and  is  eliminated  on  the 
basis  of  its  larger  size,  much  grayer  (slate- 
gray)  plumage,  and  more  obvious  pale 
edges  to  the  coverts  and  tertials  (Porter  et 
al.  1996,  Baker  1997,  Shirihai  et  al.  2001). 

Several  authorities  (e.g.,  Sibley  1996, 
Clements  2000)  have  already  acted  to 
split  Lesser  Whitethroat  into  these  three 
separate  groups.  Others  (e.g..  Cramp  et 
al.  1992,  Shirihai  et  al.  2001)  believe 
such  a split  to  be  premature  until  several 
intermediate  races  (e.g.,  halimodendri) 
between  the  curruca  and  minula  groups 
can  be  properly  assigned.  On  the  sub- 
species level,  some  authorities  lump 
blythi  in  with  nominate  curruca,  others 
believe  it  is  at  least  a weakly  differenti- 
ated race  that  is  marginally  browner 
above;  all  keep  these  two  forms  together 
in  the  same  subspecies  group,  even  if 
there  is  a three-way  taxonomic  split  in 


the  species  overall. 

One  of  the  foremost  experts  on 
this  species  complex,  Lars  Svensson 
(pers.  comm.),  believes  the  Gam- 
bell bird  to  be  blythi  or  nominate 
curruca,  or  possibly  halimodendri/ 
telengitica,  but  not  minula  or 
althaea.  Colin  Bradshaw  (pers. 
comm.),  Chair  of  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee,  believes  the 
bird  looks  like  curruca  or  blythi,  but 
lie  also  states  that  the  British  com- 
mittee will  likely  require  that  birds 
reported  as  “Desert  Lesser 
Whitethroats”  in  the  U.K.  be 
trapped  and  full  biometrics  be 
obtained. 

There  are  at  least  two  records  of 
Lesser  Whitethroat  from  Japan — 
in  October  1994  and  February 
1998  (Maki  and  Onishi  2000),  one 
for  Korea  (Lee  et  al.  2000),  and 
five  or  six  records  from  Thailand 
as  well  (G.  L.  Armistead,  pers. 
comm.).  The  subspecies  group  or 
groups  involved,  if  known,  were 
not  specified. 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER 

(Muscicapa  striata) 

14  September  2002 


Details 

I first  spotted  this  bird  in  the  circu- 
lar boneyard  during  the  mid-after- 
noon of  14  September  2002,  imme- 
diately identified  the  bird  as  a Mus- 
cicapa flycatcher  of  some  sort,  and 
quickly  called  to  David  Sonneborn 
(the  only  other  birder  with  me  at 
Gambell  that  day),  who  was  some 
50  feet  away,  to  come  over  and  see 
it.  The  bird  remained  at  this  site  for 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  allowing 
us  repeated  fine  views  and  the 
opportunity  for  videography 
(Lehman;  Figures  10  & 11)  and 
photography  (Sonneborn). 

At  first,  we  were  not  sure  which 
species  of  Muscicapa  it  was.  Most 
views  initially  were  either  relatively 
brief  or  at  a moderate  distance. 

(Later  on,  the  bird  would  provide 
us  with  close-up,  extended  views.) 

We  first  considered  the  three 
species  of  Asian  Muscicapa  that  had 
been  recorded  in  Alaska  previously: 
Siberian  Flycatcher  (M.  sibirica ), 
Gray-spotted  Flycatcher  (M.  griseis- 
ticta ),  and  Asian  Brown  Flycatcher 
dauurica ).  There  is  one  previous  record  of 
Asian  Brown  Flycatcher  at  Gambell — in 
June  1994 — but  there  are  no  other  Musci- 
capa records  there,  or  from  anywhere 
north  of  Saint  Paul  Island  in  the  central 
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Figure  12.  Breeding  and  winter  ranges  of  Willow  Warbler.  The  former 
extends  eastward  to  the  western  Anadyr  River  basin,  only  some  650  km 
(400  mi)  from  the  Bering  Strait.  The  entire  population  of  this  species  is 
thought  to  winter  in  sub-Saharan  Africa.  The  substantial  east-west 
component  to  the  migration  of  this  species'  Asian  populations  would 
allow  for  a mirror-image  vagrant  to  occur  in  western  Alaska  in  fall,  or 
for  an  overshoot  to  occur  in  spring.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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Figure  13.  Breeding  and  winter  ranges  of  the  Lesser  Whitethroat. 
This  species  breeds  no  closer  to  Gambell  than  just  east  of  Lake 
Baikal,  some  4000  km  (2500  mi)  away.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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Figure  14.  Breeding  and  winter  ranges  of  the  Spotted  Flycatcher. 
Like  the  Lesser  Whitethroat,  it  breeds  no  closer  to  Alaska  than  the 
Lake  Baikal  region.  And  like  the  Willow  Warbler,  it  is  known  to 
winter  only  in  tropical  Africa,  and  thus  shares  a strong  east-west 
component  to  its  migration.  Mirror-image  vagrancy  might 
explain  its  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  northern  Bering  Sea 
region  in  autumn.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard 
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Bering  Sea.  Initially,  we  tried  to  pigeon- 
hole the  bird  into  one  of  these  three 
species.  But  it  showed  conflicting  field 
characters.  After  obtaining  some  video- 
tape, 1 returned  to  my  room  at  the  lodge 
where  1 had  several  important  references 
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(e.g.,  Alstrom  and  Hirschfeld  1991, 
Mullarney  et  al.  1999).  At  this  point,  the 
idea  that  the  bird  better  fit  Spotted  Fly- 
catcher entered  my  mind  (I  had  seen  this 
species  previously  in  Europe  and  Israel), 
so  1 returned  to  the  bird  a bit  wiser.  It  did 
not  take  long  for  us  to  obtain  our  best 
views  yet.  We  confirmed  all  of  the  charac- 
ters stated  below;  and,  now  for  the  first 
time,  looked  for  and  clearly  observed  the 
distinct  dark  streaks  present  on  the  bird’s 
forehead  and  forecrown.  Field  notes  on 
the  Spotted  Flycatcher  follow,  written  14 
September  2002. 

“A  Muscicapa  flycatcher  found  in  the 
p.m.  in  the  circular  boneyard.  Excellent 
views  were  obtained  repeatedly  over  a 
period  of  a couple  hours,  as  the  bird  was 
relatively  easy  to  follow  and  watched 
perched  and  feeding.  It  would  regularly 
hover  and  glean  food  from  plants,  and  it 
would  also  fly  up  to  three  or  four  feet  off 
the  ground  and  hover  in  the  air,  looking 
side  to  side,  for  a couple  or  so  seconds — 
behaving  much  in  this  regard  like  a 
Mountain  Bluebird  [Sialia  currucoides] . 
At  rest,  it  fairly  regularly  flicked  its  tail  up 
and  then  back  down,  but  it  only  rarely 
flicked  its  wings.  Pale,  unmarked  dirty 
grayish  above,  except  for  distinct  dark, 
well-defined  (not  blurry  or  faint)  dark 
streaks  (visible  at  close  to  medium  range) 
on  forehead  and  forecrown.  Crown  feathers 
often  held  flat,  sometimes  peaked 
upwards  slightly.  Nape  and  back  were  a 
plain,  dull,  pale  gray.  Wings  showed  a 
very  distinct  narrow  whitish  wingbar  at 
tips  of  greater  coverts  and  distinct  whitish 
edgings  to  tertials  and  all  the  secondaries, 
especially.  Tail  a bit  darker,  with  outer 
pale  web  occasionally  visible  when  bird  in 
flight.  Face  had  a distinct  dark  eye  with 
dull  pale,  narrow,  circular  eyering  (not 
whitish)  and  absolutely  no  suggestion  of  a 
pale  spot  or  line  in  loral  area — all  of 
which  imparted  a plain-faced  look  to  the 
bird  (except  for  the  dark  eye).  Bill 
appeared  proportionately  large  and  long 
and  entirely  blackish,  with  no  pale  color 
apparent  on  the  lower  mandible.  Throat 
whitish  with  dusky  malar  (submous- 
tachial)  line.  The  pale  color  of  the  lower 
throat  extended  slightly  back  below 
auriculars,  a pattern  somewhat  as  in  Myr- 
tle Warbler,  but  was  shorter  and  nar- 
rower. The  upper  breast  was  crossed  by 
rather  faint  but  clearly  visible  dusky  ver- 
tical streaks  and  mixed  with  a dull  wash 
of  dirty  light  tan-gray.  Remainder  of  the 
underparts  unmarked  and  whiter,  with 
the  flanks  being  unmarked  as  well  but 
with  a small  wash  of  dull  buff  on  the 
inner  flank  that  was  often  concealed  by 
the  leading  edge  of  the  folded  wing.  Pri- 
mary extension  appeared  to  be  about  one- 


quarter  of  the  way  down  the  tail.  Legs  and 
feet  blackish.  Silent.” 


Discussion 

Spotted  Flycatchers  breed  east  only  as  far 
as  the  Lake  Baikal  area  (western  “Trans- 
baykalia”),  and  they  winter  in  sub-Saha- 
ran Africa  (Dement’ev  and  Gladkov  1954, 
Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  and  Perrins  1993; 
Figure  14).  This  species,  like  the  Lesser 
Whitethroat,  was  not  expected  to  occur  in 
North  America.  Unlike  Lesser 
Whitethroat  and  Willow  Warbler,  there 
are  as  yet  no  records  from  Japan  (M.  A. 
Brazil,  pers.  comm.).  The  easternmost, 
Siberian  race  of  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  M.  s. 
neumanni,  which  Cramp  and  Perrins 
(1993)  describes  as  slightly  paler  gray 
above  and  whiter  below  than  nominate 
striata  of  Europe.  Videotape  of  the  Gam- 
bell  bird  matches  this  paler  coloration 
overall.  Upon  viewing  the  videotape, 
Colin  Bradshaw  and  Will  Russell  (pers. 
comm.)  thought  the  bird  was  paler  (more 
gray  and  less  brown)  than  typical  Euro- 
pean birds,  and  perhaps  with  a bolder 
pale  wing  panel  than  European  birds,  but 
still  within  the  variation  possible  in  the 
latter. 

As  stated  above,  the  plain  face  with 
very  weak  pale  eye-ring  and  lack  of  a pale 
loral  stripe,  proportionately  long  bill  lack- 
ing any  noticeable  pale  color  to  the  lower 
mandible,  distinct  pale  edgings  to  the 
wing,  lack  of  streaking  on  the  flanks,  and 
especially  the  distinct  dark  streaks  to  the 
forehead  and  forecrown  combine  to  elim- 
inate the  other  three  species  of  Muscicapa 
flycatchers. 

Despite  the  great  distances  (at  least 
4000  km  [2500  mi])  from  Gambell  to  the 
closest  point  in  the  breeding  range — in 
the  Lake  Baikal  region — this  species,  like 
the  Willow  Warbler,  is  a long-distance 
migrant  that  winters  in  tropical  Africa. 
Thus,  birds  breeding  in  Asia  show  a 
strong  initial  movement  to  the  west  in 
their  fall  migration.  This  might  a How  for 
mirror-image  vagrancy  to  explain  such  an 
occurrence  in  western  Alaska. 


Postscript 

Following  the  receipt  of  videotape,  pho- 
tographs, written  documentation,  and 
written  comments  I had  solicited  from  a 
number  of  experts,  the  Alaska  Checklist 
Committee  in  November  2002  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  the  Willow  War- 
bler, Lesser  Whitethroat,  and  Spotted  Fly- 
catcher to  the  Alaska  List.  These  three 
species  became  numbers  467,  468,  and 
469  on  this  list  (D.  D.  Gibson,  pers. 
comm.).  The  Committee  accepted  these 
birds  at  the  species  level  only,  however. 
“At  the  same  time  we  recognize  real  limi- 


tations in  identifying  to  subspecies  with 
certainty — even  in  hand — vagrant  indi- 
viduals of  many  polytypic  species,  and  we 
are  therefore  unwilling  to  attempt  to  pur- 
sue these  identifications  to  the  subspecies 
level  based  on  the  photographs.  If  in  the 
future  Sylvia  curmca  is  to  be  divided  into 
multiple  species,  we  would  refer  to  this 
sight  and  photograph  record  as  one  of 
‘ Sylvia  curmca  sensu  lato'  or  of  ‘ Sylvia  cur- 
ruca  (sensu  Vaurie  1959)’.”  These  three 
records  are  still  pending  in  the  ABA 
Checklist  Committee. 
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Editor’s  Notebook 

New  Day 


Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  longtime 
regional  editors  Robert  O.  Paxton 
and  David  A.  Cutler,  a new  initiative 
has  been  launched  that  has  already  given 
North  American  Birds  a new  lease  on  life. 
Known  as  Friends  of  North  American 
Birds , this  initiative  offers  those  who  value 
the  journal  a chance  to  go  beyond  their 
(much  appreciated)  support  as  subscribers 
by  making  contributions  to  a fund  that  is 
used  solely  in  support  of  the  journal’s  pro- 
duction costs — paper,  ink,  printing,  and 
postage.  As  we  continue  to  search  for 
permanent  corporate  supporters,  we 
hope  that  this  fund  can  produce  positive 
changes  in  the  journal  in  the  very  near 
future  by  taking  us  well  beyond  the 
financial  break-even  point,  where  we 
currently  find  ourselves  with  revenue 
from  subscriptions  and  advertising. 

Our  goals  are  ambitious  in  the 
long  run,  but  in  the  near  term,  we 
hope  to  make  the  following  improve- 
ments through  the  fund:  1)  raise  the 
size  of  the  font  in  the  journal;  2) 
increase  the  number  of  pages  per  issue; 

3)  increase  the  amount  of  color  mate- 
rial in  each  issue;  4)  include  more  arti- 
cles in  each  issue;  5)  mail  each  issue  in 
a protective  wrapper,  to  guard  against 
damage;  and  6)  improve  the  quality  of 
the  paper  on  which  the  journal  is 
printed.  All  of  these  suggestions  have 
been  tendered  by  contributors,  by 
libraries,  and  by  regional  editors,  and 
we  hope  to  see  all  of  them  made  in  the 
next  volume,  if  all  goes  well. 

We’ll  recognize  support  from 
those  who  send  $50  or  more  in  each 
fall  issue  of  the  journal.  We  thank  con- 
tributors who  have  already  come  for- 
ward, particularly  Bob  Paxton,  who 
donated  $1,000  to  the  fund,  and  David 
Cutler,  who  contributed  $4,000.  We 
hope  that  there  are  more  like-minded 
Friends  out  there. 

To  make  a contribution  to  the  fund, 
write  a check  to  The  Friends  of  NAB  and 
send  it  to: 

The  Friends  of  NAB 
American  Birding  Association 
P.O.  Box  6599 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599 


All  contributions  are  fully  tax- 
deductible:  the  ABA  enjoys  501c(3)  not- 
for-profit  status,  and  its  Federal  Tax  ID 
number  is  74-2347314.  The  Friends  fund 
will  be  managed  by  the  Director  of  Publi- 
cations, in  consultation  with  the  journal’s 
Editor  and  production  team. 

Already  in  this  issue,  we  have  the 
first  fruit  of  the  fund:  an  extra  black-and- 
white  signature  (sixteen  pages)  for  the 
regional  reports,  to  accommodate  the 
ample  fall-season  reports,  the  many  pho- 

The  Friends  of 
North  American  Birds 
~ 2003  ~ 

Ken  Able 
Paul  Baicich 
George  F.  Bing 
Edward  S.  Brinkley 
Kenneth  Brock 
Joseph  C,  Burgiel 
Allan  Burns 
David  A.  Cutler 
Jon  Dunn 
Ted  Floyd 
Peter  J.  Metropulos 
Steven  Miodinow 
Darren  O’Brien 
Benjamin  D.  Parmeter 
Bob  Paxton 
Peggy  Powell 
Ross  Silcock 
Chris  Wood 
C.  Fred  Zeillemaker 

tographs  we  received  from  contributors, 
the  brand-new  maps  for  many  regions, 
and  the  new  regional  reports  from  Iowa  & 
Missouri,  Tennessee  & Kentucky,  and 
the  Eastern  Highlands  & Upper  Ohio 
River  Valley.  Welcome  to  the  new  editors 
in  the  Midwest,  as  well  as  in  the  Hudson- 


Delaware  and  Mountain  West  regions! 
Steven  Dinsmore  has  been  instrumental  in 
coordinating  the  new  regions  and  editors. 

We’re  certain  that  you’ve  noticed  the 
sharp  new  layout  of  the  issue,  brought  to 
you  by  the  ABAb  new  in-house  graphic 
designer  Ed  Rother,  whose  experience  in 
journal  and  magazine  graphics  is  very 
broad;  we’re  most  fortunate  to  have  him 
on  the  team.  And  we  thank  Virginia  May- 
nard for  the  new  regional  maps,  a vast 
improvement  for  most  areas  over  the  pre- 
vious set  of  maps. 

ISLAND  CONNECTIONS 

One  of  the  most  difficult  regions  in 
which  to  track  bird  records,  surely,  is 
the  West  Indies  region,  now  known  as 
the  West  Indies  & Bermuda  region. 
The  many  islands’  naturalists  have  not 
consistently  been  well-connected 
members  of  our  reporting  network, 
and  so  regional  editor  Tony  White,  one 
of  the  ABAb  Board  Members  (and  part- 
time  Bahamian),  set  about  identifying 
the  most  important  organizations  of 
naturalists/birders  on  each  major 
island  and  located  ABA  funding  to 
have  each  group  receive  a complemen- 
tary subscription  to  North  American 
Birds.  We  hope  that  this  outreach  pro- 
gram strengthens  our  ties  to  the  many 
countries  of  the  Caribbean  and  that  the 
West  Indies  & Bermuda  regional 
report  will  become  ever  more  compre- 
hensive in  future  issues.  Thanks  to 
Tony  for  making  the  effort  to  bring  this 
idea  to  life. 

CORRIGENDA 

Thankfully,  this  portion  of  the  Note- 
book has  become  smaller  in  recent 
issues.  Our  apologies  to  the  Editor  and 
collaborators  of  the  on-line  journal 
Huitzil  in  Mexico — in  our  mention  of 
their  website,  we  provided  the  wrong 
URL.  They  are  found  on  the  Web  at 
<http://www.huitzil.net>. 

— Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Editor 
— Matthew  F.  Sharp,  Photo  Editor 

and 

— Allan  Bums,  Director  of  Publications 
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ABA-Endorsed  Tours 

Enjoy  Very  Special  B i r d i n g 


Jan  14  to  19  - Southern  California 

Add  Southern  California  specials  to  your  life  list  on 

this  enjoyable  trip  that  hits  al!  the  birding  hotspots  in 

the  area,  including  Salton  Sea.  Led  by  Bob  Miller  and 

Henry  Detwiler.  Southwest  Birders;  760-355-1008; 

bob.miller@mindspring.com 

Jan  31  to  Feb  8 - Cruise  Panama  to  Costa  Rica 
Voyage  in  comfort  aboard  Yorktown  Clipper  as  you 
explore  the  birds  of  Panama  Canal,  Darien  Jungle, 
and  Costa  Rica.  One  of  the  most  popular  trips 
among  ABA  members.  ABA  leader  fosiah  Clark. 
Clipper  Cruise  Line;  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
cspeny@intrav.com 

Feb  t to  15  - Winter  Wonders  of  Japan 
Witness  huge  flocks  of  winter  migrants  to  Japan, 
including  world's  largest  concentration  of  Hooded 
and  White-naped  cranes.  Also,  many  other  Asian  and 
Siberian  specials.  Led  by  Chris  Cook  and  Tetsuji 
Hidaka.  Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Feb  12  to  22  & Feb  26  to  Mar  6 - Cuban  Endemics 
See  Cuban  endemics  including  Zapata  species  on 
bird  study  tour  to  Cuba  approved  by  U.S.  Treasury. 
First  trip  led  by  U.S.  ornithologist  Brett  Walker;  sec- 
ond by  Caribbean  birder  Nancy  Norman. 

Gary  Markowski;  860-354-5590;  cubirds@aol.com 

Feb  29  to  Mar  13  - Belize  & Tikal 

Bird  with  superb,  enthusiastic  U.S.  & local  guides;  see 

up  to  300  species;  comfortable  accommodations. 

Wildside  Birding  Tours;  888-875-9453; 

tours@adventurecamera.com 

Mar  10  to  Apr  20  - The  Birds  of  Hawaii 
Visit  Kauai,  Maui  and  the  Big  Island,  explore  wide 
range  of  habitats  and  elevations  to  see  greatest  number 
of  bird  species,  both  endemic  and  introduced.  Led  by 
Rob  Pacheco  and  other  professional  birders. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Mar  16  to  25  - Acapulco  to  Mexico  City 
The  finest  birding  route  in  North  America  is  how 
specialist  in  Mexican  endemics  Michael  Carmody 
describes  this  tour,  which  he  leads.  See  50  endemics 
plus  many  other  species  in  only  200  miles.  Legacy 
Tours;  509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winsfarmail.com 


May  19  to  30  - Oregon  in  Spring 
Search  for  20  species  of  waterfowl,  15  sparrows,  14 
flycatchers  and  a dozen  woodpeckers.  Between  a day 
at  sea  and  11  days  on  land,  you  could  easily  find  200 
species.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk.  Paradise  Birding; 
541-408-1753;  sshunk@paradisebirding.com 

May  23  to  Jun  6 - Spring  Birding  in  Alaska 
A rigorous  birding  trip  for  serious  birders  to  Cambell 
and  Nome  with  optional  trip  to  Pribilofs,  at  peak 
time  for  vagrants.  Small  group,  reasonable  price. 

Led  by  Aaron  Lang  & Bob  Dittrick.  Wilderness  Birding 
Adventures]  907-694-7442;  wildbird@alaska.net 

Jun  9 to  20  - Northern  Alberta 
From  prairies  to  high  mountains,  Northern  Alberta 
hosts  one  of  most  diverse  arrays  of  nesting  birds  in 
North  America,  a breeding  bird  adventure  you  will 
long  remember.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk.  Paradise  Birding; 
541-408-1753;  sshunk@paradisebirding.com 


"Warm-hearted  island  hospitality,  breathtaking  scenic 
views,  and  a pleasing  number  of  birds,"  says  leader 
Michael  Carmody.  "There's  no  better  way  for  a bird- 
watcher to  visit  this  land."  Legacy'  Tours; 

509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Jul  11  to  25  - Cruise  the  Bering  Sea 
Eleven  nights  aboard  the  Clipper  Odyssey  from 
Petrapavlosk  to  Seward,  stopping  at  Kamchatka 
Peninsula  and  islands  of  the  Aleutians  along  the  way, 
including  Attu.  ABA  leaders.  Clipper  Cruise  Line, 
800-81 4-9393,  x 6813#;  csperry@intrav.com 

Aug  5 to  20  - Cruise  from  Iceland  to  Greenland 
Circumnavigate  Iceland  aboard  the  Clipper 
Adventurer;  enjoy  pelagic  birding  across  Denmark 
Strait  to  Greenland  to  explore  breeding  bird  colonies. 
Led  by  North  American  Birds  editor  Ned  Brinkley. 
Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 

Aug  24  to  Sep  3 - Kenya  Birding  Safari 
Enjoy  a 9-day  traditional  safari  through  famous  game 
parks,  including  Mount  Kenya  and  Masai  Mara,  while 
focusing  on  the  very  rich  avifauna  that  makes  Kenya 
the  best  known  birding  destination  in  Africa. 

Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 


Jun  10  to  23  - Ireland 


Mar  19  to  Apr  4 - Enchanting  Morocco 
Morocco  boasts  the  richest  bird  life  in  North  Africa, 
and  along  with  its  endemic,  rare  and  specialty  birds, 
its  Moorish  and  Berber  culture  and  stunning  scenery 
make  this  trip  truly  memorable.  Led  by  Adrian  Binns. 
Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407;  WildlifeGd@aol.com 

Apr  16  to  30  - Romania  & Hungary 
See  huge  numbers  of  birds  in  these  two  popular  cen- 
tral European  birding  destinations,  cruise  the  Danube 
Delta,  bird  Dodrudja  Plain  and  Hortobagy  NP.  Led 
by  Neil  Donaghy  and  Gerard  Gorman.  Siemer  & 
Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel  @siemerhand.com 

Apr  25  to  May  2 - Dry  Tortugas  & South  Florida 
Bird  down  through  the  Keys  for  south  Florida  specials, 
then  spend  three  nights  at  the  Dry  Tortugas.  End  with 
birding  in  Miami  and  the  Everglades.  Led  by  Adrian 
Binns.  Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407; 

I WildlifeGd@aol.com 

May  16  to  29  - Finland  & North  Norway 
Join  50  million  breeding  pairs  of  birds  in  the  land  of 
the  Midnight  Sun;  explore  alcid  nesting  island;  see 
most  owls,  woodpeckers  and  grouse  on  this  very  popu- 
lar ABA  endorsed  tour.  Led  by  Jari  Peltomaki. 

I Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 


Sep  15  to  28  - Wales/Norfolk 
The  most  exciting  time  to  bird  the  UK  with  thou- 
sands of  migrants  heading  south.  Explore  wetlands, 
valley  and  offshore  islands.  Expect  175  to  200 
species.  Led  by  Neil  Donaghy. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel  @ siemerh  and . com 

Sep  28  to  Oct  10  - Veracruz,  River  of  Raptors 
One  of  great  natural  phenomena  on  earth  where  single 
day  counts  exceed  700,000  raptors.  Visit  variety  of 
habitats  observing  eastern  and  western  passerine 
migrants  in  same  locale.  Expect  275  species.  Led  by 
Adrian  Binns.  Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407; 
WikllifeGd@aol.com 

Oct  24  to  Nov  7 - Jungle  Rivers  of  South  America 
Bird  up  some  of  South  America's  biggest  rivers, 
including  Orinoco  and  Amazon,  aboard  the  Clipper 
Adventurer  in  an  itinerary  adjusted  to  maximize  bird- 
ing opportunities.  Expert  birding  guides.  Clipper 
Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@inlrav.com 

Oct  27  to  Nov  12  - New  Zealand 

Albatrosses  to  parrots,  penguins  to  kiwis.  See  unique 

endemics  of  these  delightful  isles  and  adjacent 

waters.  Trip  includes  7 boat  excursions.  Led  by  Tony 

and  Ken  Wilson.  Talon  Tours,  707-795-7547;  talon- 

tours@yahoo.com 


Please  contact  tour  company 
directly  for  information  and  reservation, 
and  tell  them  you  are  interested  in  the 
ARA-endorsed  tour.  Tour  companies  pay 
ABA  a commission  for  each 
ABA  participant. 
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The  Changing  Seasons: 

Unabashed  Bonanza 


Edward  5,  Brinkley 

9 Randolph  Avenue 
Cape  Charles,  Virginia  23310 
(email:  ensifera@aol.com) 

Paul  E.  Lehman 

P.O.Box  379 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey  08204 
(email:  lehman.paul@verizon.net) 


Fall  2002  had  its  disappointments.  Ner- 
vous about  world  political  develop- 
ments, we  worried,  too,  about  the 
threat  of  West  Nile  virus  in  the  avian  world. 
How  would  the  migration  be,  particularly  of 
raptors,  owls,  and  corvids,  which  seem  to  be 
so  vulnerable  to  the  spreading  epidemic? 
Would  the  hawkwatches,  banding  stations, 
seawatches,  and  point-counts  fall  flat?  Would 
coming  Christmas  Bird  Counts  make  a poor 
showing? 

As  in  the  human  political  arena,  clear 
answers  to  our  anxieties  were  elusive.  Many 
traditionally  productive  venues  for  migration, 
especially  coastal  ones,  had  few  big  days  for 
passerines  or  non-passerines  in  the  East, 
while  from  the  West,  after  severe  drought  and 
fires,  came  almost  no  exclamations  of  high 
(or  low)  counts  of  local  nesters,  just  the  occa- 
sional remark  that  Western  Scrub-Jays, 
Pinyon  Jays,  and  Steller’s  Jays,  along  with 
Bushtits  and  hummingbirds,  seemed  to  be 
wandering  out  of  range,  both  altitudinally 
and  otherwise.  Aspects  of  some  regional 
reports  were  downright  somber,  and  in  some 
regions,  West  Nile  virus  does  appear  to  have 
hit  some  species  hard  (see  the  Ontario  and 
Tennessee  & Kentucky  regional  reports). 

But  a closer  look  at  these  lamented  lacks 
suggests  we  temper  the  temptation  to  be 
maudlin.  In  the  East,  for  example,  a mild  fall 
produced  few  good  cold  fronts  to  bring  birds 
toward  the  coast  (where  birding  is  most  con- 
centrated), at  least  until  fairly  late  in  the  sea- 
son, when  Neotropical  migrants  have  already 
done  their  thing.  Watchers  at  interior  ridges 


and  lakewatches  were  in  fact  pretty  pleased 
with  their  hauls,  both  in  hawks  and  seabirds, 
though  jaegers  and  certain  gulls  (such  as 
Sabine’s)  were  scarce  over  most  of  the  inte- 
rior. Scoters,  however,  put  in  appearances 
across  an  enormous  swath  of  the  interior 
West  and  Midwest  alike.  Shorebirds,  always  a 
mixed  bag  of  impressions,  almost  everywhere 
made  up  for  in  diversity  what  they  lacked 
here  and  there  in  abundance — there  was  a 
notable  movement  of  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers 
that  stretched  from  Washington  to  Quebec  to 
the  Hudson-Delaware  region  (and  probably 
to  Florida),  a Broad-billed  Sandpiper  and  two 
Red-necked  Stints  in  Massachusetts,  and  Lit- 
tle Stint  and  Common  Greenshank  in  Califor- 
nia, while  Mexico’s  pearls  included  country- 
first  Terek  Sandpiper  and  Little  Stint.  Indeed, 
the  tenor  of  the  regional  reports  is  quite 
upbeat  when  it  comes  to  slight  strays  and 
outright  vagrants. 

This  essay  will  focus  on  these  displaced 
birds:  on  widespread  flights  of  birds  both 
slightly  and  tremendously  out  of  range,  as  well 
as  on  more  singular  short-distance  and  long- 
distance vagrants.  We  narrow  the  essay  in  par- 
ticular to  these  birds  because  they  stand  out  in 
the  milieu  of  very  mixed  impressions  about 
commoner  migrants  in  this  season.  In  some 
instances,  there  are  clear  reasons  for  birds  to 
be  found  out  of  range.  In  the  case  of  the  mar- 
velous near-shore  concentrations  of  seabirds 
in  New  England,  prey  (small  fish)  moved 
inshore  in  September  through  November,  and 
the  birds  followed.  With  the  massive  flight  of 
Cave  Swallows  to  the  southern/eastern  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Atlantic  coast  in  November,  it 
was  apparent  that  the  action  of  several  cold 
fronts  (and  their  precurring  southwesterlies) 
moved  them  from  place  to  place.  Scores  of 
pelagic  seabirds  from  the  Florida  Panhandle  to 
Kentucky  and  Illinois  were  blown  there  cour- 
tesy of  Hurricanes  Hanna , Isidore , and  Lili.  The 
Gray  Heron  that  arrived  alive  in  Newfound- 
land had  used  a ship  to  make  its  way  there 
from  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Other  appearances  resist  neat  explanation. 
Alaska’s  usual  haul  of  Siberian  birds  we  have 
grown  accustomed  to,  and  in  time,  we  might 
even  get  used  to  Siberian  birds  on  the  conti- 
nent’s other  ends:  Long-billed  Murrelet  in 
Kentucky/Indiana,  Slaty-backed  Gull  in 
Florida  (at  Key  West!),  Little  Bunting  in  Cal- 
ifornia, in  addition  to  those  Sharp-tailed 


Sandpipers  scattered  about.  But  Alaska  this 
season  saw  new  visitors  whose  breeding 
ranges  just  make  it  to  Lake  Baikal  in  central 
Asia — Spotted  Flycatcher  and  Lesser 
Whitethroat — and  one  that  just  reaches  east- 
ern Siberia  as  a nester,  Willow  Warbler.  These 
birds  were  not  simply  moved  a few  hundred 
miles  by  ship,  storm,  or  shifts  in  prey 
resources.  And  what  of  the  trend  toward 
southerly  species  displacing  well  north  of 
typical  range  in  this  season:  what  combina- 
tion of  factors  led  the  wave  of  Roseate  Spoon- 
bills to  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Ten- 
nessee, Purple  Gallinules  to  Colorado, 
Ontario,  and  upstate  New  York,  Crested 
Caracaras  from  California  to  the  Great  Plains 
to  New  Brunswick,  Magnificent  Frigatebirds 
to  distant  points  in  Canada,  Brown  Pelicans 
to  the  Great  Lakes,  and  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
to  take  birders’  breath  away  from  Michigan  to 
Minnesota  to  Quebec?  And  why  the  unusu- 
ally high  counts  of  scoters  from  around  the 
continent’s  interior  this  year?  As  we  move 
through  the  murky  subjects  of  vagrancy,  fall- 
outs, and  dispersal  in  these  pages,  it  will  be 
important  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  theses  are 
tentative  and  quite  possibly  entirely  wrong. 

CAVE  SWALLOW  SPECTACLE: 

THE  WEATHER  DID  IT 

It  was  not  difficult  to  guess  the  genesis  of  the 
hundreds  of  Cave  Swallows  that  appeared 
from  Ontario  to  Florida  in  the  middle  of 
November:  a powerful  storm  system  that 
swept  up  from  Texas  toward  the  Northeast 
(Figure  1)  clearly  intercepted  these  birds  and 
blew  them  off  course  around  10-11  Novem- 
ber. The  cold  front  in  question  was  long  in  its 
extent,  stretching  from  Canada  into  northern 
Texas;  it  created  more  than  70  tornadoes, 
killing  35  people  from  Pennsylvania  to  Mis- 
sissippi. In  all,  as  many  as  400  to  500  Cave 
Swallows  appear  to  have  been  detected  in  this 
displacement  (Figure  2). 

Exactly  how  these  birds  might  have  been 
moved  from  normal  migration  pathways  is 
not  known,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  specu- 
late that  the  very  strong  southwesterly  winds 
(sustained  30-40  knots  over  large  areas) 
ahead  of  the  front’s  passage  moved  Cave 
Swallows  away  from  Mexico  and  Texas  and 
toward  the  Great  Lakes  and  Northeast — that 
is,  that  the  birds  moved  downwind  ahead  of 
the  front’s  passage.  Aside  from  an  early  bird  7 
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November  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  (where 
one  or  two  are  expected  annually),  the  first 
Cave  Swallows  to  appear  were  in  southern 
Ontario  in  the  five  days  following  the  storms 
passage,  11-16  November  (another  bird  seen 
at  Niagara  Falls  21  November  had  been  pres- 
ent on  the  New  York  side  16-20  November). 
Upstate  New  York  had  the  other  early  bird,  11 
November  at  Hamlin  Beach. 

But  it  was  largely  in  the  following  week,  17 
November  and  later,  that  Cave  Swallows 
began  appearing — in  unprecedented  num- 
bers— on  the  Atlantic  coast.  These  were 
almost  certainly  birds  already  present  at  these 
latitudes  but  scattered  around  the  interior  in 
small  numbers  until  concentrated  by  cold 
fronts’  passages  on  15  and  23  November.  The 
first  birds  associated  with  this  flight  were 
noted  as  a result  of  the  first  front  at  Sandy 
Hook,  New  Jersey  (4  birds  on  15  November), 
followed  quickly  by  small  numbers  around 
Cape  May  the  next  day  and  one  on  Staten 
Island,  New  York  on  the  17th.  Records  fol- 
lowed in  quick  succession  from  points  south: 
Virginia  on  the  18th  and  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  on  the  19th.  The  next  strong  cold 
front,  on  23  November,  blew  the  covers  off 
the  records  books:  there  were  so  many  Cave 
Swallows  on  the  coast  of  Connecticut  that  vet- 
eran observers  despaired  of  getting  a clean 
count  on  23-24  November,  and  estimates 
ranged  from  a conservative  130  at  one  site,  to 
a “probable  200,”  even  a “possibly  300.” 
Numbers  of  Cave  Swallows  were  seen  at  scat- 
tered locations  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  and 
Hudson-Delaware  regions  through  24 
November  (with  a few  later  at  Cape  May),  but 
the  arrival  of  a very  cold  air  mass  25  Novem- 
ber appears  to  have  pushed  many  of  these 
1 swallows  south  of  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake 
Bay 

....Where  Southern  birders,  having  heard 
of  the  flight  to  the  north  via  the  Internet, 
awaited  them  on  the  coasts,  binoculars 
raised;  they  were  not  disappointed.  The  last 
few  days  of  November  and  the  early  parts  of 
December  saw  the  coastal  areas  of  southern 
North  Carolina  positively  awash  in  Cave 
Swallows,  with  single-site  counts  of  up  to  40 
birds,  the  last  report  coming,  appropriately, 
from  Sunny  Point  in  Brunswick  County  on  5 
January ! Cave  Swallows  trickled  down  farther 
south  to  South  Carolina  in  a later  window  of 
dates,  29  November  to  19  January,  and  a few 
were  recorded  in  Georgia  14-15  December. 
Alabama’s  Cave  Swallows  3-4  January  at  Gulf 
Shores,  19  January  in  Baldwin  County,  and  20 
January  in  Mobile  County  probably  also  per- 
sisted after  the  November  displacement. 

This  year’s  influx,  comparable  only  to  the 
smaller  flight  of  November  1999  (Curry  and 
McLaughlin  2000),  is  remarkable  both  for  its 
magnitude  and  for  the  almost  too-clear  step- 
wise patterns  of  displacement — from 
(assumedly)  Texas/Mexico,  to  the  Great 


Figure  1 . This  cold  front's  passage  from  mid-continent  toward  the  East  was  probably  responsible  for  the  large  numbers  of 
Cave  Swallows  observed  from  November  into  January  between  Ontario  and  southeastern  United  States.  The  birds  were  first 
noted  in  Ontario,  after  the  strong  southwesterly  winds  preceding  the  cold  front,  1 1 November  2002,  and  records  followed  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard  after  the  next  several  cold  fronts.  Map  courtesy  of  the  National  Climatic  Data  Center,  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 


Lakes,  to  the  Northeast,  and  finally  to  the 
Southeast — that  emerge  from  birders’  records. 
The  influx  also  raises  questions  that  are 
uncomfortable  in  some  contexts  but  that 
should  be  aired,  namely:  how  many  of  these 
Cave  Swallows  were  carefully  documented 
and  conservatively  counted?  According  to  all 
states’  and  provinces’  records  committees  in 
the  East  and  Midwest,  Cave  Swallow  remains 
on  their  review  lists,  but  rather  few  of  the 
birds  reported  via  the  Internet  carried  descrip- 
tions, and  fewer  still  have  been  tendered  with 
committees.  Could  some  Cliff  Swallows  have 
been  misidentified  as  Caves?  Certainly; 
although  Cave  seems  to  be  more  likely  in 
most  of  these  areas  than  Cliff  at  this  time  of 
year;  and  a few  Cliffs  were  present  in  the 
masses  of  swallows — which  also  included 
thousands  of  Tree,  dozens  of  Northern 
Rough-winged,  and  a few  Bank  and  Barn 
Swallows — along  coastlines  in  late  November. 

But  misidentification  is  probably  less  wor- 
risome here  than  inter-regional  differences  in 
counting  (or  estimating)  the  swallows’  num- 
bers. In  some  cases,  observers  might  have 
seen  flocks  of  swallows  that  included  many 
Caves  and  counted  all  as  Caves;  in  other 
cases,  observers  assumed  that  southbound 
Caves  continued  to  “stream”  or  migrate  past 
a point,  whereas  in  fact  the  birds  might  have 


been  making  a broad  circuit  over  an  area — 
and  thus  being  counted  many  times  over.  At 
Lighthouse  Point,  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
for  instance,  observers  reported  no  more  than 
130  present  simultaneously  but  estimate  up 
to  300  birds  involved  in  the  flight.  The  con- 
tinuous coastline  here  supports  this  assump- 
tion. Areas  to  the  south,  such  as  Cape  May 
Point,  where  swallows  are  known  to  linger 
for  long  periods,  report  only  the  highest 
count  of  birds  seen  at  one  time  (or  going  to 
roost),  thus  the  count  of  40  is  conservative, 
and  the  number  of  birds  involved  was  almost 
certainly  higher. 

A fascinating  sidebar  to  this  story  is  the 
appearance  of  up  to  13  Cave  Swallows,  appar- 
ently all  of  the  southwestern  subspecies 
pelodoma,  in  Florida  at  Viera  wetlands  in  Bre- 
vard County.  The  situation  with  Cave  Swal- 
lows in  Florida  is  complex,  but  the  late 
appearance  of  these  birds  (18  November+) 
coincided  with  the  passage  of  southwestern 
Cave  Swallows  to  the  north  and  appears  to 
have  entrained  an  even  greater  rarity  from 
farther  south  in  Mexico:  North  America’s  first 
Mangrove  Swallow  (see  the  Florida  regional 
report  for  more  details). 

HURRICANES  & THEIR  CARGO 

While  the  Eastern  Seaboard  of  the  United 
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States  saw  very  little  in  the  way  of  tropical 
storm  activity  ( Gustav  and  Kyle  merely 
brushed  by),  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  well  as 
southwestern  Mexico,  were  hit  by  several 
storms  that  produced  onshore  pelagic  birds 
by  the  hundreds.  Regional  reports  tell  the  full 
story,  but  in  this  essay’s  venerable  tradition  of 
kleptoparasitism,  we’ll  mention  a few  of  the 
more  interesting  observations  and  trends 
here.  Overall,  the  year  2002  was  moderately 
active  for  Atlantic  tropical  storms:  12  storms 
were  named,  four  of  which  became  hurri- 
canes, and  there  were  two  additional  tropical 
depressions  counted.  In  the  Pacific,  Kenna,  a 
rare  Category  5 storm,  struck  a direct  blow  to 


the  San  Bias  area  of  Nayarit  state,  severely 
damaging  forests  and  wiping  out  human 
dwellings  over  large  areas.  Few  birds  were 
reported  in  association  with  that  storm. 

Most  noteworthy  in  the  tables  on  page  17  is 
the  virtual  absence  of  tubenoses  in  the  context 
of  the  storms  of  2002.  The  few  that  are  men- 
tioned (two  unidentified  gadfly  petrels  in 
Nova  Scotia  waters)  were  probably  linked  to 
an  Atlantic  storm,  Gustav.  The  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
which  produced  the  bulk  of  the  boobies,  trop- 
ical terns,  and  tropicbirds,  is  in  fact  fairly 
depauperate  when  it  comes  to  tubenoses: 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  are  seasonally 
fairly  common  over  the  deep  water,  and 
smaller  numbers  of  Wilsoii’s  and  Leach’s  can 


be  found  with  luck,  along  with  Cory’s  Shear- 
waters (and  a few  other  shearwaters),  Masked 
Boobies,  and  Red-billed  Tropicbirds.  Bridled 
and  Sooty  Terns,  on  the  other  hand,  are  rather 
common,  as  are  Pomarine  Jaegers  in  some  sea- 
sons. This  is  quite  in  contrast  to  the  Labrador 
Current  and  Gulf  Stream,  in  which  tubenoses 
far  outnumber  tropical  terns,  at  least  in  zones 
regularly  surveyed  up  to  100  km  offshore. 
Thus  it  stands  to  reason  that  Gulf  of  Mexico 
birders,  and  those  interior  areas  experiencing 
landfall  of  its  tropical  storms  (this  year,  Ken- 
tucky, Arkansas,  Tennessee,  northern 
Alabama,  interior  Mississippi,  and  Illinois), 
would  see  far  fewer  tubenoses  than  terns 
entrained — zero  tubenoses  this  year,  in  fact. 

The  absence  of  onshore  Gulf 
tubenose  reports  may  result  in 
part  from  the  inaccessibility  of 
large  parts  of  the  coastline  (as 
in  Louisiana),  especially  during 
and  after  storms,  when  emer- 
gency personnel  close  access 
roads  to  reduce  injuries  in 
storm-damaged  areas  and  to 
reduce  looting. 

As  has  been  mentioned 
before  in  this  column  (Brink- 
ley  1999),  records  of  Bridled 
Tern  during  or  after  tropical 
storms  are  confined  largely  to 
coastal  and  near-coastal  areas, 
whereas  Sooty  Terns  com- 
monly turn  up  far  inland  in  the 
same  storms.  This  historical 
pattern  was  confirmed  and 
strengthened  by  the  records 
from  the  2002  storms.  In  addi- 
tion to  “uncountable”  num- 
bers of  Sooty  Terns  along  the 
coast  and  inland  to  New 
Orleans,  with  strong  counts  of 
Bridled  coastally  (at  least  after 
Isidore ),  14  Sooty  Terns  were 
found  as  far  north  as  Illinois 
and  Kentucky,  both  firsts  for 
the  state  (Table  1).  Measurable 
differences  in  wingloading  and 
aspect  ratio  are  almost  cer- 
tainly the  cause  of  the  differen- 
tial in  the  storm  displacement 
between  these  terns  (Brinkley 
1999).  That  only  four  Brown 
Noddies  were  mentioned  as  a 
result  of  these  storms — in 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Celes- 
tun,  Mexico,  and  Louisiana,  all 
26  September  during  Isidore — 
would  seem  to  accord  with  its 
scarcity  in  the  northern  Gulf  in 
the  late  summer  and  autumn. 
We  know  of  only  22  out-of- 
range  records  of  this  species  in 
North  America,  most  attributa- 
ble to  hurricanes. 


ONTARIO 

about  7 birds,  12-16  Nov 

1 

Sanctuary  Pond,  Pt.  Pelee  NP 

12  Nov 

S 1 

Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  NP 

13  Nov 

2 

Point  Pelee  NP 

13-16  Nov 

1 

Shrewsbury,  Chatham-Kent 

13  Nov 

2 

Wheatley  Harbour,  Essex 

13  Nov 

2 

Port  Burwell,  Elgin 

16  Nov 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Niagara 

21  Nov 

(not  counted  in  Ontario  total,  but  counted  in  N 

V... Vjl 

NEW  YORK 

9 birds  11-25  Nov 

_j i 

Hamlin  Beach 

11  Nov 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (also 

16- 

1 

seen  in  Canada  21  Nov) 
Lemon  Creek,  s.  shore 

21  Nov 

Staten  | between  Wolfe’s 
Pond  and  Mt.  Loretto 

17  Nov 

3 

Montaisk  Pt. 

23  Nov 

1 

Breezy  Pl,  Fort  Tilden 

24  Nov 

1 

Saw  Mill  Creek  marsh, 

nw  Staten  1. 

24  Nov 

1 

HaSlockville  on  N.  Fork 

of  Long  1.  (near  Mattituck) 

25  Nov 

Cl / 

/ 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

minimum  81  birds,  28  Nov-5  Jan 

4 

Ocean  Isle  Beach 

28  Nov 

IS 

Sunset  Beach 

28  Nov 

11 

Ocean  Isle  Beach 

29  Nov 

\ 6 

Sunset  Beach 

29  Nov 

\ 31 

Ocean  Isle  Beach  area 

30  Nov 

4 

Sunset  Beach 

30  Nov 

2 

Caswell  Beach 

30  Nov 

IS 

Sunset  Beach 

1 Dec 

40 

Sunset  Beach 

2 Dec 

7 

Sunset  Beach 

3 Dec 

1 

Ft.  Macon 

3 Dec 

2 

Long  Beach 

6-8  Dec 

9 

Sunset  Beach 

7 Dec 

2 

Carolina  Beach 

25  Dec 

1-2  Carolina  Beach 

•4-6  Jan 

2 

Onslow  Beach 

4 Jan 

1 

Sunny  Pl,  Brunswick 

5 Jan 

GEORGIA 

1 

minimum  5 birds,  14-15  Dec 

1 Augusta 
fl  Cumberland  1. 

14  Dac 

(’’Petrochelidon  sp.”)] 

14  Dec  j 

2 Macon 

14  Dec  | 

1 Altamah  WMA 

15  Dec  I 

1 Wassaw  j.  (netted,  banded!) 

IS  Dec  1 

FLORIDA 

minimum  14  birds,  9-23  Nov 

<13  Viera,  Brevard 

18-23  Nov 

1 Fort  Walton  Beach 

9 Nov 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 
minimum  13  birds,  29  Nov-19  Jan 


1 

2 

Ravenel,  Charleston 

Ravenes 

29  Nov 

1 Dec 

2 

Garden  City 

5 Dec 

2 

Santee  Coastal  Reserve 

6 Dec 

5 

Huntington  Beach  SP 

7 Dec 

2 

Savannah  NWR 

4 jan 

1 

Huntington  Beach  SP 

12  jan 

4 

Huntington  Beach  SP 

13  jan 

1 

Huntington  Beach  SP 

14-16  Jan 

1 

Savannah  NWR 

19  jan 

CONNECTICUT 

' ' " ' 

over  200  birds  (300?),  23-27  Nov 

Madison,  Hammonasset  Beach 

SP,  Branford,  East  Haven, 

115+ 

Tweed  Airport 

23  Nov 

50- 

Lighthouse  Pl  Park  (max 

200? 

of  130  in  view  at  one  time) 

23  Nov 

3 

Westport,  Sherwood  I.  SP 

New  Haven,  Lighthouse  Pt 

23  Nov 

8-18 

Park  & nearby  Brazos  Rd. 
Milford  at  Walnut  Beach 

24  Nov 

1 

Town  Park 

24  Nov 

52 

Stamford,  n.  end  Holly  Pond 

24  Nov 

60- 

Old  Greenwich,  Greenwich 

70 

Pp  Fairfield 

24  Nov 

2 

New  Haven,  Edgewood  Park 
Mew  Haven,  Lighthouse 

24  Nov 

1 

Pl  Park 

New  Haven,  Lighthouse 

25  Nov 

2 

Pl  Park 

26  Nov 

1 

Old  Greenwich,  Greenwich  Pl 

27  Nov 

NEW  JERSEY 

minimum  46  birds,  7-29  Nov 


1 Cape  May  7 Nov 

up  to  4 Sandy  Hook  15-19  Nov 

about  40  Cape  May  16  Nov-2  Dec 

1 Island  Beach  SP  29  Nov 


PENNSYLVANIA 
3 birds,  19-22  Nov 


1 Huntsdale  Fish  Hatchery, 

Cumberland 

2 Nockamixon  SP 


19  Nov 
22  Nov 


MARYLAND 

minimum  3 birds,  19-29  Nov 

1 Pl  Lookout  SP,  St  Mary’s  19  Nov 

2 Pt  Lookout  SP  24  Nov 

1 Pt  Lookout  SP  26  Nov 

1 Pt  Lookout  SP  27  Nov 

1 Damaron,  17  km  n.  of  29  Nov 

Pt  Lookout 


VIRGINIA 

minimum  8 birds,  18-29  Nov 

2 N.  of  Eastern  Shore  of 

VA  NWR,  Northampton 

18  Nov 

1 N.  of  Eastern  Shore  of 

VA  NWR 

19  Nov 

1 N.  of  Eastern  Shore  of 

VA  NWR 

22  Nov 

7 Between  Eastern  Shore  of 

VA  NWR  & Kiptopeke  SP 

24  Nov 

2 N.  of  Eastern  Shore  of 

VA  NWR 

24  Nov 

1 First  Landing  SP,  Virginia  Beach 

29  Nov 

Figure  2.  Records  and  reports  of  ertralimital  Cave  Swallows  in  eastern  North  America  from  November  2002  through  January  2003.  When  these 
records  are  made  synoptic  in  this  graphic,  the  stepwise  displacement  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Northeast  to  the  Southeast  becomes  apparent  in 
the  dates  on  which  Cave  Swallows  were  noted.  These  groups  of  dates  coincide  with  the  passage  of  told  fronts,  which  appear  to  have  moved  the 
swallows  from  region  to  region.  Graphic  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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TABLE  1 . Sooty  Terns  displaced  by  tropical  storms  well  beyond  Gulf  Coastal  areas,  2002. 

Location  Number  Date  (day/month)  Storm 


lake  Benbrook, Tarrant  County, TX 

1 

9-14/09 

Fay 

Wheeler  Dam,Al 

1 

27/09 

Isidore 

Nickajack  Lake,TN 

1 

28/09 

Isidore 

Blount  County,  TN 

1* 

29/09 

Isidore 

Baton  Rouge,  1A 

1 

3-4/10 

Lili 

Kentucky  Dam,  Marshall  County,  KY 

2 

4/10 

Lili 

Big  Sandy  Unit, Tennessee  N.W.R.JN 

2 

4/10 

Lili 

Joppa,  Massac  County,  IL 

1 

4/10 

Lili 

Starkville,  MS 

1 

4-5/10 

Lili 

Issaquena  County,  MS 

1 

4/10 

Lili 

Washington  County,  MS 

1 

4/10 

Lili 

Chicot  County,  AR 

1 

4/10 

Lili 

TABLE  2.  Frigatebirds  noted  out  of  range  in  North  America  and  Mexico  in  2002. 


Species 

Location 

Date  (d/m) 

Storm 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

St.  Margaret's  Bay,  NS 

10-11/08 

Cristobal ? 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

St.  lawrence  R.,  PQ 

15-19/08 

7 

Great  Frigatebird 

Isla  Isabel,  Nay. 

1-4/09 

Kenna 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

mid-Cape  Cod,  MA 

1-4/09 

7 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

lamoline,  NF 

14/09 

Gustav 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

Columbus  L.,MS 

4/10 

Lili 

frigatebird  sp. 

off  Cape  Hatteras,  MC 

8/10 

Kyle 

frigatebird  sp. 

Cape  Henlopen  S.  P.,  DE 

12/10 

Kyle 

TABLE  3.  Pelagic  pelecaniforms  displaced  by  tropical  cyclones  in  2002. 


Species 

Location 

Date  (d/m) 

Storm 

White-tailed  Tropiebird* 

Sable  1.,  NS 

10/02 

Gustav 

Red-billed  Tropiebird 

Okaloosa  County,  FL 

14/09 

Hanna 

Red-billed  Tropiebird 

Okaloosa  County,  FL 

3/10 

Lili 

Red-footed  Booby 

Walton  County,  FL 

16/09 

Hanna 

Red-footed  Booby 

Santa  Rosa  County,  FL 

28/09 

Isidore 

Red-footed  Booby 

Gulf  County,  FL 

29/09 

Isidore 

Brown  Booby 

Gulf  County,  FL 

29/09 

Isidore 

More  difficult,  historically  and  in  2002,  to 
match  to  hurricanes’  passages  are  the  zephyr- 
riding frigatebirds,  structurally  a bit  like  exag- 
gerated Sooty  Terns.  Like  the  terns,  the  great 
majority  of  the  frigatebirds  detected  in  Isidore 
and  Lili  were  observed  on  or  near  the  imme- 
diate coast  of  the  Gulf.  Of  all  the  distantly  dis- 
placed frigatebirds  in  2002  (Table  2),  only 
some  of  these  can  be  said  to  be  probably  or 
I surely  connected  to  the  tropical  storms. 
Though  coastal  storms  Gustav  and  Kyle  do 
account  for  frigatebirds  in  Delaware,  North 
i Carolina,  and  even  Newfoundland,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  make  a convincing  case  for  hurri- 
cane displacement  of  frigatebirds  to  Nova  Sco- 
tia in  mid-August  (Tropical  Storm  Cristobal 


passed  nearby  in  a 
weakened  state  at  this 
time),  to  the  St. 
Lawrence  River  in 
Quebec  in  mid- 
August  (perhaps  the 
same  bird?),  or  to 
Cape  Cod  over  Labor 
Day  weekend  (no 
storm  anywhere 
nearby).  A Great 
Frigatebird  ( Fregata 
minor)  found  at  Isla 
Isabel,  Nayarit  after 
the  strike  of  Kama 
was  probably  not  dis- 
placed a very  great 
distance  from  adjacent 
foraging  areas,  but  the 
species  is  rarely 
reported  from  the 
mainland  of  Mexico, 
and  this  record  may 
represent  the  first  with 
compelling  documen- 
tation. 

Interestingly,  the 
proportion  of  frigate- 
birds  associable  with 
tropical  storms’  pas- 
sage in  2002 — about 
50% — matches  the 
historical  record  fairly 
neatly:  about  47%  of 
Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird/Fregata  sp. 
records  1876-1988 
north  of  the  Carolinas 
(n=  100)  can  be  tied  to 
Atlantic  hurricanes. 
The  figure  of  47%  is 
biased  by  several 
important  factors, 
especially  by  the  pas- 
sage of  Gilbert  in 
1 988,  which  displaced 
scads  of  Magnificents, 
including  25  well  out 
of  range,  as  far  as  east- 
ern New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Minnesota,  Wis- 
consin, Michigan,  and  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Lehman  1989).  Displaced  frigatebirds,  like 
Laughing  Gulls  and  white  terns,  sometimes 
linger  in  the  interior  for  many  weeks  follow- 
ing a hurricane’s  passage  (Lasley  and  Sexton 
1989),  and  consequently  it  can  be  difficult  to 
connect  particular  records  with  the  passage  of 
a specific  storm — and  to  tally  the  wanderers 
accurately  as  they  move  between  sites.  More- 
over, the  experience  of  Hurricane  Georges  of 
1998  (Brinkley  1999)  hinted  that  frigatebirds 
may  move  well  in  advance  of  a storm’s  center, 
many  hundreds  of  miles,  in  fact,  and  that  dis- 
placed frigatebirds  may  appear  at  sites  never 
obviously  affected  by  the  storm  itself.  It  is 
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probably  the  case  that  frigatebirds  wander 
northward  on  southerly  and  southwesterly 
winds  independent  of  tropical  storms;  and 
inasmuch  as  frigatebirds  have  the  lowest 
wingloading  in  the  bird  world,  these  birds  are 
able  to  move  over  tremendous  distances  with 
relatively  little  expenditure  of  energy  after 
displacement. 

However  these  birds  arrive  on  strange 
shores,  we  must  not  forget  those  astonishing 
records  of  Lesser  Frigatebird  (E  arid ) in 
Maine  and  Great  Frigatebird  in  Oklahoma 
when  studying  out-of-range  frigatebirds.  In 
2002,  we  also  learned  that  a live  Ascension 
Frigatebird  (E  aquila)  was  taken  at  10  July 
1953  at  Tiree  in  the  Inner  Hebrides  islands  of 
Scotland,  only  now  re-identified  as  such  (Wal- 
bridge  et  al.  2003).  No  tropical  system  can  be 
associated  with  this  remarkable  record.  Field 
separation  of  frigatebirds  is  feasible  in  many 
cases,  but  extensive  documentation  with  pho- 
tographs or  videotape  would  seem  more  and 
more  needed  for  reports  of  this  genus.  Com- 
mendably,  some  observers  left  their  frigate- 
birds  unidentified. 

Boobies  and  tropiebirds,  by  contrast,  are 
pelecaniforms  relatively  rarely  seen  following 
tropical  storms,  probably  owing  to  a combina- 
tion of  their  low  population  densities  at  sea  in 
the  Gulf  and  Atlantic  and  their  sturdy  flight 
mechanics:  having  relatively  little  wing  area 
for  their  relatively  heavy  bodies,  these  birds 
flap  steadily,  rather  than  using  more  dynamic 
forms  of  locomotion  (as  the  shearwaters)  or 
effortless  soaring  (as  the  frigatebirds  and 
Sooty  Tern).  Records  of  Brown  Booby,  a com- 
mon bird  in  the  northern  Caribbean  Sea, 
show  almost  no  correlation  with  tropical 
storm  activity:  north  of  Florida,  only  about 
6%  of  East  Coast  records  of  Brown  Booby 
through  1996  (n=53)  show  strong  storm  asso- 
ciation, and  thus  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
three  Gulf  storms  of  2002  yielded  only  one 
Brown  Booby  (Table  3).  While  the  East  Coast 
has  never  had  a Red-footed  Booby  clearly 
associated  with  a tropical  cyclone,  western 
Florida  had  three  this  year,  its  first  records, 
plus  such  tropical  species  as  Red-billed  Trop- 
iebirds (Table  3).  The  discovery  of  three  Red- 
footed Boobies  in  the  Central  Southern  region 
was  completely  unexpected  and  could  suggest 
that  more  are  present  in  the  eastern  Gulf  than 
suspected;  Bob  and  Lucy  Duncan’s  analysis  of 
Isidore’s  track,  however,  suggests  that  these 
birds  could  have  been  entrained  much  farther 
away,  closer  to  typical  Caribbean  range.  The 
only  other  tropiebird  associated  with  a 2002 
storm,  a White-tailed,  was  found  dead  in 
Nova  Scotia  after  the  passage  of  Gustav:  Sable 
Island  is  not  far  from  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  so 
this  bird  might  not  have  been  displaced  a 
great  distance.  In  the  western  North  Atlantic, 
White-tailed  Tropiebird  has  been  found  22 
times  onshore  1870-1995,  on  all  but  two 
occasions  after  major  hurricanes.  Overall, 


numbers  of  pelecaniforms  are  relatively  negli- 
gible in  the  history  of  storm  displacement, 
though  high  mortality  of  Brown  Pelicans  and 
other  species  is  frequently  noted  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  in  strong  storms.  Of  great  interest  was 
the  estimate  of  12,000  American  White  Peli- 
cans at  Issaquena  County,  Mississippi  concen- 
trated by  Li li. 

The  value  of  tracking  displaced  birds  after 
tropical  storms  lies  in  our  increased  under- 
standing of  the  life  histories  of  these  often  lit- 
tle-known seabirds,  their  vulnerability  and 
mortality,  as  well  as  in  our  understanding  the 
causes  of  the  great  disparities  in  their  propen- 
sities to  be  displaced  during  storms.  Some  of 
our  seabirds  have  small  local  or  even  world 
populations,  and  our  observations  of  their 
movements  as  a result  of  storms  (and  our  sal- 
vage of  specimens;  see  the  Central  Southern 
regional  report)  have  great  value  in  those 
cases.  That  these  refugees  also  add  diversity  to 
summer  and  fall  birding  goes  without  saying. 

MIGRATION  IN  REVERSE:  LONG-DISTANCE 
VAGRANTS  AND  THEIR  SHADOWS 

The  report  from  Alaska  this  fall  offers  much 
to  take  in,  and  an  extended  consideration  of 
this  season’s  most  unusual  species  can  be 
found  in  the  lead  article  in  this  issue.  When 
considering  the  enormous  distance  traveled 
by  the  Spotted  Flycatcher  and  Lesser 
Whitethroat  to  the  boneyards  of  Gambell, 
Alaska,  we  cannot  rely  on  weather  charts 
alone  to  explain  their  arrivals.  Though  both 
appeared  at  Gambell  during  periods  of  south- 
westerly winds  (that  is,  winds  blowing  from 
the  direction  of  their  breeding  ranges, 
roughly),  Gambell  lies  too  far — some  4000 
kilometers  away — from  these  areas,  too  dis- 
tant for  proximal  weather  phenomena  to  have 
entrained  them.  Indeed,  all  three  must  have 
been  already  moving  in  a direction  that 
would  take  them  toward  Saint  Lawrence 
Island  and  thus  engaged  in  what  is  called 
“mirror(-image)  migration”  or  “reversed 
migration”  (not  to  be  confused  with  the 
short-distance  “reverse  migration”  or  reorien- 
tation that  takes  place  at  various  headlands 
and  peninsulas  or  from  over- water  sites).  In 
theory,  such  birds’  orientation  systems  are 
skewed  by  180°,  and  so  they  proceed  in 
migration  in  precisely  the  opposite  direction 
of  their  conspecifics.  The  causes  of  this  mis- 
orientation  are  not  known. 

This  theory  has  long  been  invoked  to 
explain  why  most  of  North  America’s  records 
of  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  pertain  to  the  highly 
migratory  South  American  subspecies  savana, 
rather  than  to  the  much  nearer  Central  Amer- 
ican subspecies  monarchus.  Despite  a growing 
body  of  evidence  on  Siberian  waifs  to  Europe 
that  suggests  that  this  theory  is  correct  (cf. 
Vinicombe  and  Cottridge  1997),  most  North 
American  birders  had  not  considered  either 
Lesser  Whitethroat  or  Spotted  Flycatcher  to 


be  serious  candidates  for  vagrancy  to  this  con- 
tinent. In  Europe,  ornithologists  seeking  to 
understand  patterns  of  reversed  migration 
have  in  fact  been  able  to  predict  the  arrival  of 
new  species  to  the  European  avifauna  by 
using  a globe  to  map  possible  pathways  of 
long-distance  migrants  and  their  ultimate 
points  of  discovery  in  the  area  corresponding 
to  the  “inverse”  of  their  wintering  grounds. 
This  area  has  been  termed  the  “vagrancy 
shadow,”  the  zone  that  lies  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  breeding  grounds  from  the  normal  win- 
tering area.  We  have  constructed  a rough  indi- 
cation of  what  this  vagrancy  shadow  might 
look  like  for  Spotted  Flycatcher,  a species  that 
flies  south  and  southwest  toward  its  wintering 
grounds  in  sub-Saharan  Africa  but  which,  in 
the  case  of  the  Gambell  bird,  appears  to  have 
misoriented  to  the  east-northeast  (Figure  3). 
Similar  misorientation  would  seem  to  explain 
the  appearance  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  and 
Willow  Warbler  (particularly  if  of  the  Asian 
subspecies)  here. 

If  this  scenario  has  validity,  then  we  are 
brought  to  consider  at  least  several  more  birds 
that  nest  in  central  Eurasia  and  migrate  to 
Africa  as  possible  fall  reverse-migrants  to 
North  American  territory.  These  could 
include  Caspian  Plover,  Thrush  Nightingale, 
Pied  Flycatcher,  Mistlc  Thrush,  Garden  War- 
bler, Common  Whitethroat,  Lesser  Gray 
Shrike,  Isabelline  Shrike,  Spotted  Crake,  per- 
haps even  Amur  Falcon,  though  raptors  seem 
less  likely  than  passerines  overall.  In  addition 
to  these  species,  the  list  would  include  a good 
many  Eurasian  species  that  have  already 
occurred  in  North  America,  but  only  a few 
times  or  once,  such  as 
Greater  Sandplover,  Eurasian 
Hoopoe,  Baillon’s  Crake, 

Brown  Shrike,  and  Marsh 
Sandpiper.  Like  Yellow- 
browed,  Lanceolated,  and 
Dusky  Warblers,  as  well  as 
Middendorf’s  Grasshopper- 
Warbler,  there  are  other 
shorter-distance  migrants 
from  boreal  and  temperate 
eastern  Russia/China  to 
southern  Asia  that  could  be 
candidates  for  appearances  in 
North  America,  among  them 
Tricolor  and  Blue-and-white 
Flycatchers,  Greenish  and 
Pallas’s  Warblers,  Eastern 
Crowned-Warbler,  and  Pal- 
las’s Grasshopper- Warbler. 

The  record  of  Wood  Warbler 
from  Shemya  Island,  Alaska  9 
October  1978  (Gibson 
1981),  a species  that  has  also 
turned  up  in  Japan,  suggests 
that  even  those  long-distance 
migrants  to  Africa  that  breed 
exclusively  much  farther 


west  in  Eurasia  could  be  plausibly  considered 
candidates  for  vagrancy  to  western  Alaska; 
such  a list  would  be  immodest  to  print  but 
would  include  an  additional  dozen  species  at 
least. 

In  the  context  of  long-distance  vagrants, 
our  Cave  Swallows  traveled  only  a short  dis- 
tance, and  one  would  not  consider  them  “mir- 
ror migrants”  in  any  sense:  with  large  num- 
bers involved,  and  with  so  many  clearly 
moved,  almost  passively,  downwind  ahead  of 
and  on  the  various  fronts  of  the  season,  such 
a phenomenon  does  not  resemble  the  patterns 
we  see  with  misoriented  long-distance 
vagrants.  Their  gradual  reorientation  toward 
the  south  also  weighs  against  misorientation 
of  this  sort.  Were  the  swallows  transported  in 
the  same  way  the  hurricane  birds  were — 
yanked  violently  from  one  location  to  another 
by  a powerful  low-pressure  system?  Perhaps 
they  present  a slightly  different  scenario,  more 
akin  to  those  late  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos,  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats,  and  myriad  other 
Neotropical  migrants  appearing  in  the  Mar- 
itimes  in  late  autumn,  “reverse  migrants”  that 
end  up  falling  out  in  what  some  have  called 
the  “Scotia  Shadow”  (cf.  McLaren  et  al.  2000). 
These  Neotropical  migrants  have  presumably 
been  entrained  (over  water,  in  some  cases  at 
least)  in  air  currents  moving  in  the  “wrong” 
direction  for  their  migrational  needs — mov- 
ing to  the  north  instead  of  to  the  south.  They 
would  be  forced  to  fly  downwind  in  order  to 
conserve  energy,  one  assumes,  rather  than 
using  up  all  their  energy  reserves  in  trying  to 
fight  a headwind.  (Though  the  hurricane 
birds  contend  with  stronger  winds  and  with  a 


FIGURE  3.  The  distribution  of  Spotted  Flycatcher,  which  nests  from  northwestern  Africa 
through  Europe  to  central  Asia  (medium  gray)  and  winters  in  sub-Saharan  Africa  (pale 
gray).  The  theoretical  "vagrancy  shadow"  of  reverse-migrants  is  constructed  by  drawing 
a set  of  tangential  lines  from  the  edges  of  the  wintering  range  to  the  edges  of  the 
breeding  range  and  beyond  (dark  gray).  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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TABLE  4.  Brown  Pelicans  recorded  in  the  North  American  interior,  June-October  2002. 
Location  Number  Date  (d/m) 

Hamlin  Beach,  L.  Ontario,  NY  3 6/06-28/10 

Vilas  County,  Wl  1 25-27/07 

Cobourg  harbour,  Northumberland  County,  ON  1 2/08 

Iron  County,  Wl  1 4/08 

Raisin  R.,  Monroe  County,  Ml  1 11/08 

Barcovan  Beach,  Hastings  County,  ON  1 14-1 9/08t 

Schell-Osage  Conservation  Area,  M0  1 1 9-24/08 

Toledo,  OH  1 22/08+ 

Cedar  Beach,  Essex  County,  ON  1 4/09  [also  OH  bird] 

Pawnee/Osage  Counties,  OK  1 15/09 

Sandusky  Bay,  L Erie,  OH  1 to  23/09 

Pawnee/Osage  Counties,  OK  1 1/10 

Hamilton,  ON  1 3-4/1  Ot 

Alfalfa  County,  OK  1 4-6/10 

Point  PeleeN.P.,  ON  1 5/10 

Athol  Bay,  Northumberland  County,  ON  1 5/10 

Cobourg, ON  1 13-14/10 

Marion  County,  KS  1 23-31/10 

Cayuga  L,  Cayuga  County,  NY  1 30/1  Ot 

t = likely  one  of  the  three  Hamlin  Beach,  NY  birds 

Italics  indicate  birds  probably  or  certainly  already  noted  earlier  in  another  listed  locality. 


different  type  of  low-pressure  phenomenon, 
their  responses  may  well  be  consonant  with 
the  Neotropical  migrants’.) 

But  the  question  remains:  why  didn’t  these 
hundreds  of  Cave  Swallows  wait  until  the 
southwesterlies  had  subsided  and  use  instead 
the  subsequent  northwesterly  winds  more 
favorable  to  onward  migration?  A simple 
answer  would  seem  that  these  swallows  were 
entrained  over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  rather  than 
over  land.  To  date,  however,  no  one  has 
observed  migration  of  Cave  Swallows  out  over 
the  Gulf,  at  least  not  in  such  numbers.  Could 
we  be  seeing  a more  novel  sort  of 
“exploratory”  behavior  in  this  expanding 
species,  in  which  some  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion disperses  toward  the  northeast  in  search 
of  favorable  foraging,  wintering,  or  even  future 
nesting  areas,  a strategy  that  might  strengthen 
if  successful?  (Blackcaps  in  Europe  appear  to 
have  established  successful  new  wintering 
areas  via  reversed-migrations  in  the  autumn, 
for  example.)  Or  are  these  insectivores  ingest- 
ing pesticides  or  other  substances  that  affect 
migratory  orientation  adversely?  All  of  these 
scenarios  have  been  offered  as  possible  expla- 
nations of  this  most  unusual  “flight.” 

SOUTHERN  BIRDS  NORTH 

The  mild  early  fall  coaxed  a number  of 
species  to  remain  north  later  than  usual, 
though  no  pronounced  patterns  were  appar- 
ent, more  the  odd  lingering  individual.  Of 
greater  interest  for  the  promise  of  the  patterns 
suggested  are  those  appearances  of  out-of- 
range  far-southern  species:  Roseate  Spoon- 
bill, Crested  Caracara,  Swallow-tailed  Kite, 
Brown  Pelican,  Tropical  Kingbird,  Purple 
Gallinule.  The  most  interesting  and  wide- 
spread of  these  this  season  was  Brown  Peli- 
can, which  turned  up  in  “totally  unexpected” 
places  along  the  U.S.-Canadian  frontier 
(Table  4).  Omitted  from  this  table  is  the 
media  darling  “Waldo,”  an  immature  Brown 
Pelican  that  begged  handouts  at  10  sites  in 
two  states  and  two  provinces  (see  Margaret 
Bain’s  sleuthing  in  the  S.  A.  in  the  Ontario 
regional  report).  Indeed,  accounting  for  the 
movements  of  these  conspicuous  vagrants  is 
made  quite  difficult,  as  Bain  explains,  by  their 
ability  to  cross  great  distances  quickly  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  where  she  reckons  no  fewer 
than  seven  were  present  this  season,  five  of 
them  frequenting  Ontario  at  least  once.  Away 
from  the  Great  Lakes,  pelicans  were  noted  in 
Missouri,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas,  where  rare. 
Sharp  (2003)  noted  a dispersal  of  this  species 
in  summer  2002  both  from  areas  north  and 
east  of  the  Sea  of  Cortez  and  north  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico;  especially  pronounced  was  mor- 
tality of  juveniles  in  central  Arizona,  and 
records  as  far  north  as  Colorado  (and  east  to 
Nebraska,  possibly  from  the  Southwest?) 
were  almost  unprecedented.  The  exodus  of 
this  species  into  the  continent  over  the  sum- 


mer seemed  much 
greater  from  the  South- 
west than  the  Southeast, 
and  one  has  to  wonder 
whether  some  of  the 
Great  Lakes  and  Great 
Plains  birds  might  have 
come  from  Pacific  popu- 
lations of  californicus 
rather  than  the  expected 
Atlantic/Gulf  carolinensis 
(juveniles  of  these  races 
are  not  known  to  be 
field-distinguishable).  A 
genuine  oddity  this  sea- 
son was  a juvenile  Heer- 
mann’s  Gull  in  southeast- 
ern Virginia  29-30 
August,  a species  that 
often  attends  foraging 
Brown  Pelicans  (the  Vir- 
ginia bird  attended  a 
dredge  spoil  pipe  gushing 
mud  and  small  fish). 

Given  this  bird’s  long  trek 
from  the  far  southwest- 
ern reaches  of  the  conti- 
nent, one  does  wonder 
whether  some  of  the  lost 
pelicans  in  the  continent’s  center  could  have 
made  a similar  journey.  Another  open  ques- 
tion is  what  role  the  El  Nino  conditions  in  the 
Pacific  might  have  contributed  to  this  exo- 
dus. 

As  with  the  Brown  Pelicans,  the  Internet 
was  abuzz  with  talk  of  Crested  Caracaras  this 
past  fall  season.  Like  other  southern  species 
once  thought  to  be  sedentary,  caracaras  might 
join  the  ranks  of  very  scarce  wanderers  from 
down  Mexico  way,  at  least  if  a pattern  of 
undoubted  vagrancy  can  be  established  in 
years  to  come.  Fall  2002  provided  at  least  a 
semblance  of  such  a pattern.  Needless  to  say, 
they  do  not  arrive  in  flocks  of  30  like  the 
Cave  Swallows  or  even  by  trio,  as  with  the 
Brown  Pelicans  on  Lake  Ontario.  But  the 
scattering  of  wandering  birds  was  geographi- 
cally even  more  widespread  than  either  the 
pelicans  or  the  swallows.  The  most  far-flung 
(and  far-fetched?)  was  the  subadult  bird  that 
roamed  around  Maltempec,  New  Brunswick 
in  late  October,  foraging  in  farm  fields.  Work- 
ing backward  toward  core  range,  we  read  that 
a caracara  was  photographed  28  September  in 
Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa,  a first  state  record, 
while  one  present  4-7  November  in  Noble 
County,  Oklahoma  was  another  first.  Cer- 
tainly, Crested  Caracaras  make  limited  move- 
ments into  areas  where  not  typically  seen, 
and  this  season’s  short-distance  wanderers 
were  in  Jefferson  Davis  Parish,  Louisiana  25 
October  and  near  Canoa,  Arizona  9 August 
and  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  Arizona  28  November, 
where  they  have  been  noted  in  the  past  sev- 
eral winters.  These  birds  were  perhaps  100 


km  out  of  typical  areas. 

Toward  the  Pacific  side  of  core  range,  a 
juvenile  Crested  Caracara  (molting  into  basic 
plumage)  surprised  Californians  near  Marina, 
Monterey  County  11-13  August,  and  reports 
followed  from  Santa  Cruz  County  at  Santa 
Cruz  16  September  and  near  Davenport  21-27 
September,  the  latter  two  certainly  the  same 
bird  but  not  clearly  the  same  bird  as  was  pres- 
ent at  Marina.  Two  more  reports  came  from 
San  Mateo  County  at  Pescadero  28  September 
and  at  Half  Moon  Bay  21  October  to  6 Novem- 
ber. To  the  south,  one  near  Oxnard,  Ventura 
County  8 August  appeared  about  the  same 
time  as  the  Monterey  County  bird  and  could 
have  been  the  bird  from  Vandenberg  Air  Force 
Base  (Santa  Barbara  County)  from  mid-July. 

At  the  very  least,  we  know  from  photo- 
graphs that  these  birds  represent  Crested 
Caracaras,  rather  than  the  recently-split 
Southern  Caracara  of  South  America,  which 
would  be  considered  a zoo  escapee,  given  the 
lack  of  Central  American  records.  Zoos  do 
keep  a few  Crested  Caracaras  (l.S.I.S.  indi- 
cates two  known  captives  in  North  America, 
one  at  the  Arizona-Sonora  Desert  Museum 
near  Tucson,  the  other  at  the  Living  Desert  in 
Palm  Desert,  California),  and  in  the  past, 
these  have  sometimes  been  the  source  of 
caracara  reports.  In  the  absence  of  any  evi- 
dence that  numbers  of  caracaras  were  lost  in 
2002  (do  falconers  keep  caracaras?),  however, 
it  is  reasonable  to  speculate  that  at  least  some 
of  the  year’s  birds  were  not  from  collections. 
None  were  banded;  none  were  especially  con- 
fiding; and  most  were  juveniles  or  subadults, 


TABLE  5.  Scoters  in  the  western/central 

North  American  interior,  October — November  2002. 


Black 

Surf 

White-winged 

Washington  (eastside) 

0 

217 

25 

Oregon  (eastside) 

0 

59 

8 

Idaho 

1 

45 

10 

Montana 

1 

52 

2 

North  Dakota 

5 

40 

12 

South  Dakota 

9 

15 

4 

Colorado 

6 

40 

14 

Wyoming 

0 

5 

2 

New  Mexico 

0 

12 

3 

Arizona 

0 

9 

5 

Utah 

0 

12 

6 

Nevada 

0 

39 

6 

Illinois  (inland) 

7 

45 

18 

Indiana  (inland) 

22 

30 

52 

Wisconsin  (inland) 

3+ 

1+ 

2+ 

Michigan  (inland) 

1 

3 

4 

Minnesota  (inland) 

5 

33 

12 

Tennessee 

4 

12-18 

5-7 

Kentucky 

11 

50 

3 

Missouri 

5 

28 

6 

Iowa 

7 

25 

21+ 

Kansas 

1 

24 

2 

Oklahoma 

2 

4 

1 

Nebraska 

6 

9 

3 

British  Columbia  (inland) 

3 

56 

6 

Alberta 

0 

155+ 

2 

Saskatchewan 

4*f 

93 

15 

Manitoba 

2+ 

4 

13+ 

Totals 

105+ 

1117+ 

263+ 

perhaps  the  age  classes  most  likely  to  make 
exploratory  flights  to  the  north. 

The  remainder  of  the  southern-birds-north 
we  might  consider  fall  into  familiar  patterns: 
young  Roseate  Spoonbills  making  post- 
breeding forays  northward;  reverse-migrating 
Purple  Gallinules  wandering  the  north  at 
times  when  they  should  be  striking  out  across 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  along  its  shores;  and 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  drifting  north  of  range 
after  breeding.  In  each  example,  however,  the 
pattern  was  pronounced  or  extreme.  Single 
spoonbills  in  Tennessee  and  Ohio  are  extraor- 
dinary, much  less  Hocks  of  spoonbills,  and 
high  spoonbill  counts  from  Gulf  Coast  states, 
in  places  where  the  species  is  also  quite  rare, 
suggest  a good  breeding  season  (hurricane 
displacement  has  been  suggested  as  a possi- 
ble mode  of  movement,  but  most  of  the 
spoonbills  were  detected  well  before  the  three 
major  Gulf  Coast  storms).  Purple  Gallinules 
and  Swallow-tailed  Kites  reached  areas  far 
north  of  their  usual  limits  at  this  season  (as 
far  as  southern  Canada),  and  in  notably 
higher  numbers  than  average.  Tropical  King- 


birds, now  known  to  reverse- 
migrate  as  far  north  as  Alaska  on 
the  West  Coast,  were  nevertheless 
firsts  for  their  respective  regions  at 
Camas,  Idaho  22  September  and 
Rondeau  Bay,  Ontario  26  October 
through  the  seasons  end.  Appear- 
ances of  Broad-billed  Humming- 
bird in  both  Utah  and  Colorado 
and  yet  another  Reddish  Egret  in 
Colorado  add  to  the  impression  of 
a recently  intensifying  pattern  of 
southern  birds  moving  north  after 
the  nesting  season. 

NORTHERN  BIRDS  SOUTH 

The  intertitle  is  just  to  see  if  you’re 
paying  attention.  Other  than  the 
Atlantic  alcids,  and  both  kinglets, 
there  were  few  northern  birds 
south.  Universal  were  the  com- 
ments that  no  northern  finches, 
other  than  a scattering  of  Ameri- 
can Goldfinches  (not  really  boreal 
birds  in  any  case),  launched  flights 
to  the  south.  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  hardly  budged;  one  on 
Bermuda  was  the  exception  prov- 
ing the  rule.  Northern 
Goshawks — in  a year  predicted  to 
be  the  Big  One — fizzled  every- 
where away  from  their  strong- 
holds. Snowy  Owls  were  scarcely 
noted,  while  other  northern  owls 
received  even  less  mention.  Sta- 
tions banding  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  had  a little  action,  but  the 
numbers  were  middling  to  low. 

Gyrfalcons,  perhaps  taking  pity 
on  the  waiting  faithful,  sent 
ambassadors  as  far  as  the  Tip  of  Long  Point, 
Ontario  30  October  (white  morph),  Wey- 
burn,  Alberta  in  early  November  (white 
morph),  and  to  Rush  and  Osage  Counties, 
Kansas  in  early  November.  Perhaps  there  was 
a small  flight  of  the  species,  as  there  was  a 
very  early  one  in  Sully  County,  South  Dakota 
14  September  and  one  to  Cacouna,  Quebec 
on  the  extraordinary  date  of  14  August.  And 
Mactavish  reports  “more  reports  than  usual” 
in  the  southern  Maritime  Provinces,  plus  two 
different  white-morph  birds  on  oil-drilling 
platforms  200+  km  east-southeast  of  St. 
John’s,  Newfoundland  in  late  November. 
(Such  offshore  stations  are  potentially  sensi- 
tive barometers  of  even  minor  flights  of  some 
species,  as  is  true  of  Bermuda.)  After  the  end 
of  November,  New  England  and  New  York 
would  receive  a few,  as  would  the  Great 
Lakes,  while  three  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
was  considered  “below  average.”  The  higher- 
than-usual  proportion  of  white  birds  does 
make  one  wonder  what  the  geographic 
source  of  some  of  these  birds  was;  white  birds 
are  found  throughout  the  range,  but  in  North 
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America,  most  breeders  are  in  the  eastern 
Canadian  Arctic  and  in  Greenland. 

Seaducks  were  also  an  exception  to  the 
weak  flight  of  “northern”  birds,  one  could  say. 
Beginning  in  early  October  in  the  northern- 
most areas  and  quickly  noticed  to  the  south  in 
the  middle  of  the  month,  large  numbers  of 
Surf  Scoters,  together  with  small  numbers  of 
White-winged  Scoters,  plus  a very  few  Black 
Scoters  and  Long-tailed  Ducks,  were  located 
on  inland  lakes  and  reservoirs  where  rarely 
seen,  and  in  numbers  sometimes  unprece- 
dented (Table  5).  Most  of  the  flight  had  con- 
cluded by  month’s  end.  East  of  this  flight,  an 
unusually  heavy  flight  of  Black  Scoters  was 
also  noted  on  Lake  Erie  in  Pennsylvania  at  the 
end  of  October  and  in  Ontario  in  early 
November,  and  by  the  middle  of  November,  all 
the  Gulf  Coast  states  (not  tallied  below)  also 
shared  in  the  scoter  movement.  If  we  remove 
data  from  the  Great  Lakes  proper  and  from 
east  of  the  Appalachians,  we  get  a clear  picture 
of  the  rarity  of  Black  Scoter  in  the  interior 
West  and  western  Midwest:  only  7%  of  the 
flight  was  comprised  of  Blacks,  or  105  birds. 
Most  Black  Scoters  in  fact  were  recorded  east 
of  the  Rockies.  A single  Black  Scoter  in  Idaho, 
for  instance,  was  only  the  state’s  seventh.  , 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  scarcer  still. 

The  widespread  and  protracted  nature  of 
the  flight  in  2002  might  suggest  that  Surf 
Scoter  but  also  White-winged  Scoters  had  a 
superior  nesting  season,  rather  than  that  foul 
weather  on  the  migration  route  grounded 
more  birds  than  usual.  Storm-grounding  con- 
ditions should  not  show  such  uniformity  of 
effect  across  the  continent  for  six  weeks,  but 
it  cannot  be  ruled  out  without  a closer  analy- 
sis. There  were  consistencies  in  impressions 
of  this  Hight  across  large  areas.  In  Minnesota, 
numbers  of  Surf  Scoters  away  from  Lake 
Superior  (33)  were  “extraordinary,”  while 
Iowa  had  more  Surf  Scoters  than  in  the  last 
five  seasons  combined,  and  more  White- 
winged Scoters  than  in  the  last  four,  accord- 
ing to  Paul  Hertzel.  Allen  Chartier  in  Michi- 
gan notes  that  scoters  are  not  uniformly  dis- 
tributed in  migration  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
so  to  restrict  consideration  of  the  flight  to  j 
“inland”  scoters  (away  from  the  Great  Lakes 
in  this  case)  is  to  miss  other  indices  of  the 
flight’s  magnitude.  “A  relatively  large  number 
of  scoters  was  found  this  season  at  the 
extreme  western  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Michigan,”  he  writes.  “This  area 
typically  does  not  see  more  than  a single  indi- 
vidual scoter  record  in  any  given  fall,  in  con- 
trast to  areas  farther  east  on  Lake  Erie.  Thus, 
the  record-breaking  flocks  of  up  to  17  Black 
Scoters  (the  rarest  species  here)  and  up  to  8 
Surf  Scoters  at  Luna  Pier,  Monroe  County, 
were  notable.”  Also  of  interest,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball  writes  that  two  to  three  decades 
ago  in  Kentucky,  “such  pronounced  flights  of 
Surfs  (and  to  a somewhat  lesser  extent. 
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Blacks)  were  unheard  of  here;  White-winged 
Scoter  was  considered  the  ‘normal’  scoter  to 
see.  Now,  it  is  always  the  rarest,  except  dur- 
ing mid-winter  cold  spells,  when  a few  show 
up  as  they  always  have.”  The  decline  in  num- 
bers of  White-winged  Scoters  is  very  notice- 
able in  the  Hudson-Delaware  and  Middle 
Atlantic  regions  as  well,  even  in  “good”  win- 
ters for  the  species,  as  in  2002-2003. 

If  we  put  aside  thoughts  of  nonexistent 
winter  finches,  owls,  shrikes,  and  waxwings 
for  a moment,  the  fall  show  of  seabirds, 
which  extended  well  into  winter,  offered  a 
marvelous  flight  of  “northern”  birds  to 
occupy  Atlantic  observers.  Beginning  in  New 
England,  and  eventually  extending  south  to 
the  New  Jersey  coast,  a sustained  “flight”  of 
seabirds — Northern  Gannets,  shearwaters, 
and  alcids — riveted  seawatchers  to  their 
posts.  In  mid-September,  the  Gulf  of  Maine 
held  tens  of  thousands,  perhaps  over  35,000 
Greater  Shearwaters,  and  these  were  visible 
from  the  Massachusetts  coasts  at  such 
redoubtable  sites  as  Cape  Ann,  over  a period 
of  weeks.  Massachusetts  birders  were  treated 
to  the  spectacle  well  into  October,  as  feeding 
tuna  in  the  area  drove  Atlantic  Menhaden  and 
Atlantic  Herring  to  the  surface,  keeping  the 
birds  near  shore.  Coincident  with  this  frenzy 
were  several  well-timed  “back-door”  cold 
fronts  with  northeasterly  winds  that  drove 
birds  shoreward,  resulting  in  record-high 
from-shore  counts  of  Northern  Fulmar, 
Atlantic  Puffin,  and  (later  in  the  season) 
Common  Murres,  a species  considered  rather 
rare  in  the  Bay  State.  When  one  adds  in 
November  counts  such  as  20,000  or  more 
Northern  Gannets,  several  hundred  Pomarine 
Jaegers,  scores  of  Parasitic  Jaegers,  and  a few 
unidentified  skuas,  it’s  hard  to  imagine  better 
seawatching  anywhere  in  the  East.  This 
bounty  would  culminate  is  a flight  of  Razor- 
bills and  Dovekies  to  the  middle  Atlantic 
! states  and  North  Carolina  in  winter,  with 
t Razorbills  all  the  way  to  Georgia  waters — but 
we’re  poaching  on  the  next  season’s  essay. 

SHIPS  & THEIR  CARGO 

[ If  a bird  lands  on  a ship  almost  1500  kilome- 
ters from  North  American  waters  and  rides 
| into  port  here,  is  it  a “legitimate”  arrival  if  not 
fed  and  maintained  by  the  ship’s  crew?  Most 
European  avifaunal  lists  now  admit  such 
stowaways  onto  official  avifaunal  lists,  though 
some  flag  them  as  such  or  maintain  them  in  a 
separate  category  (Category  D2  on  the  British 
list,  for  instance).  The  trio  of  Gray  Herons 
that  arrived  at  Conception  Bay,  Newfound- 
' land  in  early  October  2002  (two  dead,  one 
! alive)  had  landed  on  an  oil  tanker  five  days 
before,  according  to  Bruce  Mactavish  in  the 
Atlantic  Provinces  & St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon 
regional  report  (Figure  4).  Even  a brief  con- 
versation with  a merchant  seaman  or  military 
officer  will  confirm  that  events  such  as  this 
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are  hardly  uncommon.  (As  birders  take  more 
and  more  cruises,  we  see  ship-riders  more  fre- 
quently, such  as  the  American  Kestrel  that 
boarded  the  Norwegian  Sea  at  sea  off  Nova 
Scotia  and  rode  it  to  Bar  Harbor,  Maine,  in 
October.)  The  Ameri- 
can Ornithologists’ 

Union  and  the  Ameri- 
can Birding  Associa- 
tions Checklist  Com- 
mittee do  not  have 
fixed  policy  regarding 
such  birds. 

While  Gray  Heron 
is  known  to  stray  to 
Iceland  annually, 
sometimes  in  num- 
bers, Marsh  Harrier 
has  little  history  of 
movement  toward  the 
New  World.  What  do 
we  make  of  the  Marsh 
Harrier  located  at 
Guadeloupe  in  Nov- 
ember? It  certainly 
could  have  been  a 
ship-rider,  though  har- 
riers are  known  to 
make  water-crossings 
at  high  altitude  in 
places  where  only  falcons  would  otherwise 
dare  cross.  Should  wc  put  the  harrier  record  in 
square  brackets  until  some  pattern  of  vagrancy 
emerges — a clear  pattern  such  as  we  might 
adduce  for  Corn  Crake  in  North  America  and 
Bermuda  (found  this  past  November  in  New- 
foundland, the  continent’s  twenty-first),  which 
has  appeared  almost  entirely  in  the  late 
autumn?  Such  singular  records  will  always 
carry  an  onus  of  uncertainty,  but  it  is  better  to 
countenance  these  records  in  some  fashion,  so 
that  observers  are  alert  to  future  occurrences. 

Another  enigma  in  this  category  was  posed 
by  the  juvenile  Nazca  Booby  found  moribund 
in  Cristobal  Harbor  near  Colon,  Panama — on 
the  Atlantic  side.  Lee  Jones  notes  that  the 
bird’s  identity  as  a Nazca  Booby  was  not  in 
question  and  that  it  had  been  banded  in  the 
Galapagos  the  previous  spring.  Boobies  are 
famous  ship-riders  (think  of  the  Red-footed 
Booby  that  hitched  a lift  to  Alaskan  waters  in 
August  1999),  and  a transit  through  the 
Panama  Canal  would  be  a piece  of  cake. 
While  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  bird  had 
come  across  the  isthmus  by  ship,  the  likeli- 
hood would  seem  high,  and  this  specimen 
may  have  to  join  Texas’s  records  of  Stejneger’s 
and  White-chinned  Petrels  in  the  square 
brackets  for  a while.  But  it  is  important  to 
keep  such  records  in  the  public  eye.  If  we 
selectively  banish  certain  of  the  birds  we 
observe  to  unpublished  apocrypha — as  has 
happened  with  Crested  Caracaras  in  the  past, 
for  instance — whether  out  of  personal  con- 
viction or  out  of  a fear  that  others  will  think 
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us  soft-minded,  then  we  do  the  ornithological 
record  a disservice.  Whatever  the  origin  of  an 
individual  bird,  our  basic  duty  to  the  funda- 
mentals of  bird  distribution— that  is,  noting 
how  many  of  what  species  were  in  what  habi- 
tat when — should  not 
be  clouded  by  specula- 
tions about  “origin,” 
speculations  that  are, 
after  all,  strictly  hypo- 
thetical. If  we  are 
agnostic  about  a given 
bird’s  history  of 
human  contact, 
whether  it  was  once 
captive,  or  rode  a ship, 
or  followed  a ship,  we 
should  have  the 
humility  to  admit  our 
lack  of  knowledge,  to 
record  the  bird  with 
due  skepticism  and 
neutrality,  and  pass 
our  experiences  down 
to  those  who  follow 
us,  however  we  might 
elect  to  flag  them  in 
our  changing  avifau- 
nal databases. 
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FIGURE  4.  This  Gray  Heron,  a stowaway  on  an  oil  tanker 
that  arrived  in  nearshore  Newfoundland  waters  4 October 
2002,  was  one  of  three  that  had  hitched  a ride  on  the  ship 
from  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  four  days  earlier. 
See  the  Atlantic  Provinces  report  for  details  of  a newly-dis- 
covered 19%  record  of  this  species  from  Newfoundland. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 
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Veteran  birders  uniformly  noted  poor 
birding  at  their  favorite  weekend 
vagrant  hunting  grounds.  Some 
blamed  it  on  a chronic  lack  of  southwest 
winds  during  the  season.  Despite  the  migra- 
tion’s low  marks  from  the  birding  community, 
the  number  and  diversity  of  rarities  discov- 
ered in  the  2002  autumn  season  were 
remarkable.  Many  of  these  birds  were  not  at 
the  best-known  “vagrant  traps” — and  a more 
thorough  check  may  reveal  that  many  rarities 
were  not  found  on  weekends.  Hurricane 
Gustav  brushed  eastern  Nova  Scotia  and 
southern  Newfoundland  while  still  holding 
considerable  force  and  transported  several 
interesting  pelagic  seabirds  to  the  Region. 


New  Brunswick  had  its  first  Swainsons 
Hawk  and  Black-chinned  Hummingbird, 
while  Nova  Scotia  had  its  fourth  Mountain 
Bluebird  and  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow,  plus  a 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  and  Painted 
Bunting.  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  had  its  first 
American  Avocet  and  a long-staying  Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher.  In  Newfoundland,  three 
storms  with  far  reaching  northeast  winds  in 
the  latter  half  of  October  paid  off  with  the 
gem  of  the  season — a Corn  Crake. 

Abbreviations:  C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable  Island, 
Nova  Scotia);  G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  Island, 
New  Brunswick). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Following  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Gustav 
on  12  Sep,  there  were  separate  reports  of  dis- 
tant, fast-flying  Ptcrodmma  petrels  in  Nova 
Scotia:  one  off  Bon  Portage  I.  (AL)  and  from 
a ship  45  km  se.  of  Halifax  (BMy).  Cory’s 
Shearwater  reports  were  few,  with  2 from  a 
ship  in  s.  Nova  Scotia  9 Sep  (IM)  and  one  on 
Emerald  Bank,  NS  10  Sep  (BMy).  Sooty 
Shearwaters  outnumbered  Greater  Shearwa- 
ters in  Newfoundland,  with  the  most  signifi- 
cant shearwater  concentration  being  of  4000 
Sooty  and  1000  Greater  off  Cape  Spear  in  one 
hour  13  Aug  (BMt).  In  Nova  Scotia,  it  was  the 
reverse,  with  Sooty  Shearwater  accounting 
for  fewer  than  one  percent  of  the  shearwaters 
on  Emerald  Bank  10-12  Sep  (BMy)  and  10 
percent  of  the  “thousands  to  tens  of  thou- 
sands" of  shearwaters  off  Brier  I.  Aug  to  mid- 
Oct  (EM).  The  only  double-digit  report  of 
Manx  Shearwater  was  of  75  at  Cape  Spear,  NF 
13  Aug  (BMt).  The  abundance  of  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  spilled 
over  from  the  New  Brunswick  side  to  Brier  I., 
NS,  where  hundreds  were  noted  feeding  on 
surface  swimming  copepods  from  whale- 
watching boats  Aug — Sep  (fide  BMy). 

The  carcass  of  a White-tailed  Tropicbird 
found  on  the  s.  beach  of  Sable  I.,  NS  in  early 
Oct  was  thought  to  have  died  in  the  previous 
month,  perhaps  a waif  of  Hurricane  Gustav 
(ZL).  It  was  the  first  record  for  Nova  Scotia 
and  probably  the  Region’s  first  since  1964!  An 
American  White  Pelican  roaming  about  Kent 
New  Brunswick  during  the  summer  was 
probably  the  same  bird  at  Kouchibouguac 
N.P.  31  Aug  (Mike  LeBlanc).  Amazingly,  there 
were  2 Magnificent  Frigatebirds  in  the 
Region,  both  photographed  by  non-birders. 
One  was  present  10-11  Aug  in  St.  Margarets 
Bay,  NS  (Peter  Snow,  Gail  & Jerome  Bruhm), 
while  the  other,  presumably  a Hurricane  Gus- 
tav  refugee,  spent  most  of  14  Sep  hanging  in 
the  air  above  Lamoline,  Burin  Pen.,  NF  for  a 
3rd  provincial  record  ( fide  BMt). 

Great  Egret  continues  to  be  the  dominant 
egret  in  the  Region,  with  the  majority  of  the 
sightings  being  Oct — Nov.  Nova  Scotia  led 
the  way  with  a high  total  of  21,  followed  by  4 
in  Newfoundland,  2 in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon, 
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and  one  in  New  Brunswick.  There  were  3 
Snowy  Egrets  in  Nova  Scotia  and  a late  indi- 
vidual at  Grand  Barachois,  SPM  25  Nov  (fide 
RE).  All  4 of  the  Region’s  Little  Blue  Herons 
were  in  Nova  Scotia.  There  was  a light  mid- 
Nov  influx  of  Cattle  Egrets,  with  5 in  Nova 
Scotia  and  one  landing  on  a ship  240  km  s.  of 
Cape  Race,  NE  The  only  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons  were  late  single  birds,  presum- 
ably identified  with  care,  at  Sable  I.,  NS  17 
Oct  (ZL)  and  Castalia  Marsh,  G.M.I.,  NB  31 
Oct  (BD).  Single  Black  Vultures  were  in  n. 
New  Brunswick  at  Val-Comeau  26  Sep  (ph. 
Ella  Robichaud)  and  Menneval,  Restigouche 
25  Oct  (Pat  Emond).  The  Turkey  Vulture 

The  saga  of  Gray  Heron  in  the  Region,  and 
North  America,  has  been  a fascinating  one.  In 
October  1999,  ago  a "Great  Blue  Heron"  was  picked  up 
alive  but  in  a weakened  state  on  the  Newfoundland 
coast  and  brought  to  a rehabilitation  center,  where  it 
died  a few  days  later.  The  specimen  was  sent  to  the 
Memorial  University  of  Newfoundland  for  students  to 
use  as  a practice  specimen  for  making  study  skins.  In 
late  2002,  Martin  Renner  was  looking  through  the  uni- 
versity bird  collection,  noticed  the  heron,  and  was 
immediately  suspicious  of  the  identity.  Measurements 
and  plumage  confirmed  it  as  a Gray  Heron.  Details  on 
this  first  specimen  record  for  North  America  will  be 
published  elsewhere. 

A week  after  Renner's  discovery  of  the  specimen,  we 
received  word  of  three  heron-like  birds  that  landed  on  an 
oil  tanker  1 750  km  east  of  Newfoundland  28  September 
2002.  When  the  tanker  arrived  five  days  later  and 
anchored  4 km  offshore  of  Conception  Bay,  NF,  two  of 
these  birds  had  died — one  thrown  over  board  at  sea 
and  the  other  into  a garbage  bag.The  third,  a Gray  Heron, 
was  still  alive  and  feisty,  but  it  expired  two  days  later. 

Gray  Heron  has  not  previously  been  documented  by 
specimen  or  photograph  in  North  America.  In  Alaska, 
there  is  a sight  record  of  the  species  on  St.  Paul  Island  in 
the  Pribilofs  1 August  1999  (Barton,  K,  M.,  and  S.  D. 
Smith.  First  report  of  the  Gray  Heron  in  the  United 
States.  Western  Birds  32: 88-90).  At  the  other  corner  of 
this  journal's  reporting  area,  Gray  Herons  are  "routinely" 
seen  on  Barbados  by  local  birders  ( fide  Floyd  Hayes;  up 
to  3 in  one  location  in  1998/1999),  where  the  first 
record  comes  from  1963  and  where  at  least  seven 
records  are  documented.There  are  otherwise  records  of 
the  species  from  Montserrat,  Trinidad  (2),  Tobago,  and 
Martinique^  well  as  from  Brazil  and  French  Guiana.  In 
the  North  Atlantic,  Gray  Heron  is  a regular  and  common 
vagrant  to  Iceland,  where  annual,  and  there  is  a handful 
of  records  from  Greenland  as  well.  We  might  therefore 
expect  a few  more  Gray  Herons  to  arrive  on  our  shores, 
assisted  or  otherwise. 


roost  at  Midland,  Kings  NB  peaked  at  44 
(including  3 juvs.)  on  1 Oct  (JWi).  Not  to  be 
outdone,  Brier  I.,  NS,  which  typically  has  the 
biggest  autumn  totals,  recorded  50+  migrants 
on  12  Oct  (EM). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  in 
Nova  Scotia:  one  near  Windsor  2 Oct — late 
Nov  (m.  ob.)  and  one  at  Pembroke  Pond, 
Yarmouth  17-30  Nov  (MN).  A Brant  at 
Miquelon,  SPM  31  Oct  (PD)  and  3 singles 
near  St.  John’s  late  Sep — late  Nov  (m.  ob.) 
were  rarities  in  the  e.  extremities  of  the 
Region.  A Gadwall  was  a rare  at  St.  Pierre, 
SPM  12  Nov  (Philippe  Hacala).  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  reported  in  somewhat  low 
numbers,  with  one  in  New  Brunswick,  4 in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  3 in  Newfoundland.  The 
annual  Tufted  Duck  flotilla  at  St.  John’s,  NF 
began  with  the  arrival  of  4 on  20  Oct,  quickly 
rising  to  10  by  early  Nov  and  remaining 
steady  to  the  end  of  the  period  (m.  ob.).  The 
only  other  report  in  the  Region  was  at  Pem- 
broke L.,  Yarmouth , NS  26  Nov  (MN). 
Hooded  Mergansers  numbers  are  virtually 
exploding  as  an  autumn  migrant  in  the 
Region.  Numbers  unheard  of  just  five  or  10 
years  ago  are  being  reported  throughout  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  in  Oct  and  Nov. 
Selected  totals  from  Nova  Scotia  were:  125  at 
Haliburton  Gut,  Pictou  26  Oct  (KM),  49  at 
Eel  L.,  Yarmouth  9 Nov  (Paul  Gould),  and 
200+  at  Lanark,  Antigonish  23  Nov  (RL).  It 
was  not  a big  year  for  Ruddy  Duck  in  the 
Region,  but  10  at  the  Caraquet,  NB  sewage 
lagoon  20  Aug  (BS)  and  7 at  Memramcook  L., 
NB  1 Sep  (Allan  Clavette)  were  significant 
counts  late-summer  counts. 

Carefully  identified  Cooper’s  Hawks  were 
at  Brier  I.,  NS  15  Sep  (WP)  and  15  Oct  (EM). 
Scarce  any  where  in  the  Region,  a Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  was  out  of  place  on  Seal  I.,  NS  18 
Sep  (AL).  One  thousand  Broad-winged 
Hawks  over  Brier  L,  NS  18  Sep  is  one  of  the 
highest  counts  ever  in  the  Region  (MW). 
New  Brunswick’s  first  Swainson’s  Hawk  was 
a beautifully  photographed  dark-morph  bird 
at  Waterside,  Albert  10-11  Oct  (ST  et  al.).  A 
well-documented  Crested  Caracara  roamed 
around  Maltempec,  Gloucester,  NB  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  Oct  eating  earthworms  and 
grubs  in  farm  fields  (Frank  Branch  et  al.).  It 
was  judged  to  be  a subad.  bird,  perhaps 
adding  credibility  to  it  being  a genuine 


vagrant.  However,  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  Crested  Caracaras  far  out  of  range  are 
escapees.  There  were  more  than  the  usual  Oct 
reports  of  Gyrfalcon  in  s.  parts  of  the  Region, 
none  with  details  as  per  usual.  Two  imm. 
white-morph  birds  were  on  separate  oil 
drilling  platforms  200+  km  ese.  of  St.  John’s, 
NF  in  late  Nov. 

The  only  Sandhill  Cranes  reported  were 
one  at  Aylesford,  Kings,  NS  24  Aug  (Mike 
Boudreau)  and  one  in  Yannouth,  NS  in  late 
Oct  ( fide  MN). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  largest  concentration  of  American 
Golden-Plover  was  350  resting  on  gravel  bar 
at  St.  Vincents,  NF  beach  in  late  Sep  (DP). 
Semipalmated  Plover  is  an  abundant  migrant 
through  the  Region,  but  astronomical  counts 
were  reported  from  Nova  Scotia  shorebird 
surveys,  with  3850  at  The  Cape,  C.S.I.,  NS  1 1 
Aug  (BS,  SS),  2850  at  Crescent  Beach  18  Aug 
(SF),  and  3000+  at  Cole  Harbour  29  Aug 
(HT).  The  C.S.I.  American  Oystercatchers 
fledged  3 young,  but  one  lost  a wing,  possibly 
due  to  collision  with  overhead  wire;  the  oth- 
ers remained  until  6 Oct  (MN).  The  first 
American  Avocet  for  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon 
was  photographed  at  St.  Pierre  11-12  Aug 
(PB,  PA,  LJ).  A late  Upland  Sandpiper  was  at 
The  Hawk,  C.S.L,  NS  26-28  Sep  (MN  et  al). 
An  impressive  4500  Sanderlings  were  at  C.S.I, 
NS  26  Sep  and  27  Oct  (JN).  Most  of  the 
200,000  shorebirds  roosting  near  Grand  Pre, 
NS  8-9  Aug  were  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
(Donald  Sam).  It  was  a good  season  for 
Bairds  Sandpipers,  with  flocks  of  up  to  6 in 
New  Brunswick  and  at  least  32  individuals  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Only  2 made  it  to  Newfound- 
land. An  ad.  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at  Daniels 
Head,  C.S.I,  NS  1 Aug  (JN  et  al.).  It  was  a 
good  season  for  Stilt  Sandpipers,  with  17  in 
Nova  Scotia  and  one  as  far  e.  as  Newfound- 
land. It  was  also  a fairly  good  season  for  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers,  with  at  least  4 in  New 
Brunswick,  10  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  14  in 
Newfoundland.  Four  Ruffs  Regionwide  was  a 
little  above  recent  autumn  averages:  singles 
were  at  Daniels  Head,  C.S.L,  NS  8 Aug  (JN), 
Dartmouth,  NS  23-30  Nov  (SF  et  al.),  Cape 
Freels,  NF  8 Sep  (Kevin  Butler),  and  St. 
John’s,  NF  23-25  Sep  (Mike  Parmenter  et  al.). 
There  was  a peak  of  6125  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  at  C.S.L,  NS  on  31  Jul  (BS,  SS).  Long- 
billed Dowitcher  reports  were  one  on  the  Eel 


A A Corn  Crake  was  flushed  twice  from  close  range  at  Cape  Race,  NF  2 Nov  (BMt,  KK)  and  then  once  again  three  hours 
3 later  by  three  more  lucky  observers  (PL,  DP,  C.  Brown).  This  represents  the  21st  record  for  North  America.  Recent 
records  from  the  Region  (and  North  America)  are  from  Shelburne,  NS  28-30  Nov  1997  and  St.  Pierre,  SPM  22  Oct  1989.  Rel- 
atively recent  records  from  Bermuda  (which  lies  about  12  degrees  west  of  Cape  Race's  longitude)  in  1978, 1981,  and  1982 
suggest  that  the  species  could  be  a more  frequent  trans-Atlantic  vagrant  than  current  records  indicate.The  only  other  Old 
World  crake  known  from  the  New  World  is  Spotted  Crake  ( Porzana  porzana),  also  a long-distance  migrant,  collected  at  St. 
Martin  in  the  Caribbean  in  1956. 
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River  Bar,  NB  7 Oct  (ST  et  al.),  2 at  Malbaie 
Nord,  Miscou  I.,  NB  13  Oct  (MD),  3 at  C.S.I, 
NS  26  Sep  QN,  MN),  one  on  Brier  1.,  NS  30 
Sep  (EM  et  al.),  and  2 at  Morien  Bar,  Cape 
Breton  1.,  NS  13  Oct  (SM). 

Skua  reports  were  numerous.  Single  South 
Polar  Skuas  were  reported  off  Grand  Manan 
I.,  NB  20  Aug  and  5 Sep  (Durian  Ingersoll), 
while  reports  of  Great  Skuas  were  more  wide- 
spread: one  30  Aug  (LM)  and  17  Sep  (Peter 
Wilcox)  off  Grand  Manan  I.,  NB;  2 on  4 Sep 
0C)  and  one  15  Sep  (WP)  off  Brier  I.,  NS.  Six 
unidentified  skuas  were  noted  flying  past 
Cape  Spear,  NF  in  a gale  21  Sep  (BMt).  Single 
Laughing  Gulls  were  at  Brier  1.,  NS  17  Sep 
(MW),  on  Sable  I.,  NS  29  Sep  (ZL),  and  at 
Gaskiers,  NF  7 Sep  (IJ).  Probably  3 Little 
Gulls,  2 first-winter  birds  and  2 ads.,  were 
seen  around  G.M.I.,  NB  Oct — Nov  (v.  o.). 
The  peak  of  Black-headed  Gulls  at  St.  Johns 
was  a typical  80  in  Nov  (BMt).  Ad.  Mew 
(Common)  Gulls  were  at  Barrington  Passage, 
NS  2-3  Nov  (JN,  MN)  and  St.Johns,  NF  3-30 
Nov  (BMt).  A white-headed  ad.  Yellow- 
legged Gull  was  photographed  at  St.  Johns, 
NF  landfill  12  Nov  (BMt).  Fourteen  Lesser 
Black-hacked  Gulls  found  in  Nova  Scotia  is  a 
measure  of  the  gradual  increase  of  the  species 
in  the  Region.  At  least  25  were  in  St.  Johns 
NF  Sep — Nov  (PL,  BMt).  The  only  location 
in  the  Region  where  Sabine’s  Gull  occurs  with 
some  regularity  is  Grand  Manan  I.,  NB  where 
an  ad.  was  present  11-16  Sep  (ST  et  al.). 

Two  Forster’s  Terns  appeared  at  Conrads 
Beach,  Halifax , NS  25-30  (Terr)-  Paquet);  the 
winter  report  will  have  more  Forster’s  Terns. 
An  exhausted  Black  Skimmer  was  found  on  a 
beach  in  Richmond , NS  on  12  Sep,  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Gustav  (Billy 
Digout,  fide  BMy).  High  counts  of  Atlantic 
Puffin  off  Brier  I.,  NS — e.  g.,  321  on  4 Sep 
(JC) — reflect  the  species'  growing  breeding 
population  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  ( fide  BMy). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Twenty-five  Mourning  Doves  at  Wabush  30 
Sep  was  a very  high  count  for  Labrador 
(CD).  The  season's  White-winged  Dove  was 
at  North  Head,  G.M.I.,  NB  29  Aug  (Gilles 
Roux  et  al.).  A big  influx  of  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  began  in  the  3rd  week  of  Sep  and 
continued  through  Oct,  with  30+  in  New 
Brunswick  and  at  least  32  in  Nova  Scotia  but 
only  3 in  Newfoundland.  It  was  a poor 
autumn  for  Snowy  Owl,  with  only  6 reported 
across  the  Region.  A fresh  dead  Long-eared 
Owl  was  a vagrant  on  Sable  1.,  NS  9 Nov 
(ZL).  Another  dead  owl  of  note  was  a Boreal 
Owl  found  at  Soldiers  Cove,  Richmond , NS  in 
mid-Nov  ( fide  IM).  The  Region’s  2nd  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbird  was  an  imm.  male  at 
Dave  Christie’s  feeder  at  Mary’s  Pt.,  NB  26-31 
Oct.  It  was  well  documented  with  photo- 
graphs and  observed  by  90  people!  For  the 
first  time  in  recent  memory,  not  a single  Red- 


headed or  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was 
reported  in  the  Region. 

There  were  5 Western  Kingbirds  Region- 
wide between  late  Aug  and  12  Oct,  with  2 
each  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  and 
one  in  Newfoundland,  all  typical  totals.  An 
ad.  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  photographed 
at  Grand  Barachois,  NB  19-20  Sep  (ST  et  al.), 
and  the  first  for  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  was  an 
ad.  al  Langlade  7-30  Oct  (Denis  Detcheberry 
et  al.).  Virtually  extirpated  from  the  Region  as 
a breeder  and  migrant,  a Loggerhead  Shrike, 
nicely  documented  with  photographs,  was 
remarkable  at  Daniels  Head,  C.S.I.,  NS  19  Sep 
(JN  et  al).  A surprising  8 White-eyed  Vireos 
visited  the  Region,  3 in  New  Brunswick,  5 in 
Nova  Scotia,  all  but  one  1-23  Oct  and  all  on 
southern  coastlines  except  one  at  Miscou  I., 
NB  12  Oct  (RD).  There  were  no  reports  of 
Yellow-throated  Vireo.  Unexpected  was  the 
late  arrival  of  30  Tree  Swallows  at  both  Hali- 
fax, NS  (HT)  and  C.S.I.,  NS  on  15  Nov,  with 
some  staying  to  the  end  of  the  month.  An 
unprecedented  autumn  flock  of  7 Purple 
Martins  flew  in  off  the  ocean  at  Cape  Spear, 
NF  fighting  a strong  wind  21  Sep  (BMt).  Car- 
olina Wrens  were  present  through  the  season 
at  the  North  Head,  G.M.I.,  NB  breeding  site. 
Another  was  present  late  Aug  to  Oct  at 
Maders  Cove,  Lunenburg,  NS  (fide  AH).  More 
noteworthy  were  2 at  a Campbellton,  NB 
feeder  in  mid-Oct  (Melina  Maltais)  and  one 
at  Fredericton,  NB  7 Sep — 5 Oct  (PP).  Sur- 
prising were  2 ad.  and  2 recently  fledged 
Sedge  Wrens  at  Seal  I.,  NS  in  early  Sep,  possi- 
bly representing  a first  breeding  record  of  the 
province  (FL  et  al.).  Newfoundland’s  5th 
Marsh  Wren  was  near  Cape  Spear  15-20  Sep 
(DP).  Totals  for  the  under-reported  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher — 8 in  New  Brunswick,  8 in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  one  in  Newfoundland — 
were  not  too  far  off  the  former  highs  of  the 
days  before  the  mid-1990s. 

It  was  a fairly  good  autumn  for  Northern 
Wheatear:  singles  were  on  Sober  I.,  Halifax, 
NS  23  Sep  (KM),  at  Shag  Harbour,  Shelburne, 
NS  13-15  Nov  (Terry  Crowell  et  al.),  and  at 
Crystal  Crescent  Beach,  Halifax,  NS  24  Nov 
(very  late;  FIT),  while  2 were  at  St.  Pierre, 
SPM  27  Sep  (LJ).  Nova  Scotia’s  4th  Mountain 
Bluebird  was  a well-photographed  female  at 
C.S.I. , NS  14-15  Nov  (JN  et  al).  Small  flocks 
of  Bohemian  Waxwings  began  appearing  in 
mid-Nov  at  scattered  locations  in  the  Region. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Although  most  complained  about  the  lack  of 
s.  warblers  straying  to  the  Region,  a 
respectable  list  was  nevertheless  achieved. 
Single  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  at  Bancroft 
Pt,  G.M.L,  NB  10  Oct  (BD)  and  Pointe-du- 
Chene,  NB  8 Nov  (ST),  while  a male  Golden- 
winged Warbler  was  found  at  Miscou  F,  NB 
12  Oct  (RD).  Yellow-throated  Warblers  graced 
Cocagne,  NB  4 Nov  (fide  DC),  Riverview,  NB 


in  late  Nov  (ST  et  al),  Manuals,  NF  31  Oct 
(PL),  and  St.  John’s,  NF  17  Nov  (DP),  with  a 
different  bird  at  St.  John’s  23  Nov  (AH). 
Prairie  Warbler  totals  came  to  5 in  New 
Brunswick,  14+  in  Nova  Scotia,  one  in  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  6,  including  one  until 
28  Nov,  in  Newfoundland.  Cerulean  Warbler 
was  represented  by  a lone  bird  at  Bear  Cove 
Pt.,  NF  15  Sep  (PL).  Two  Prothonotary  War- 
blers turned  up,  one  on  Bon  Portage  1.,  NS  18 
Aug  (Joan  Czapalay)  and  one  at  St.  Lawrence, 
Burin  Pen.,  NF  27  Jul  (Gail  & Norm  Wilson). 

A Kentucky  Warbler  was  found  by  a birding 
tour  group  on  Kent  L,  NB  5 Sep — only  the  4th 
for  province  (Barry  Zimmer,  Marshall  J.  Iliff). 
Hooded  Warbler  was  unusually  numerous, 
with  5 in  Nova  Scotia  (12  & 21  Sep,  13,  21  & j 
22  Oct)  and  3 in  Newfoundland  (15  Sep,  2-3 
& 14  Oct).  Yellow-breasted  Chats  were 
numerous  and  under-reported,  with  rough 
totals  of  20+  in  New  Brunswick,  including  the 
first  in  the  n.  Madawaska,  20+  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  7 in  Newfoundland. 

The  only  Summer  Tanager  was  banded  on 
Bon  Portage  1.,  NS  14  Oct  (fide  BMy).  A female  I 
Eastern  Towhee  was  rare  in  at  Mobile,  NF  10 
Nov  (TB,  DB).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  in 
average  numbers,  with  totals  of  6 in  New 
Brunswick,  5 in  Nova  Scotia,  and  3 in  New- 
foundland. Lark  Sparrow  totals  were  3 in  New 
Brunswick,  6 in  Nova  Scotia,  and  2 in  New-  j 
foundland.  An  imm.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  was 
captured  and  photographed  in  the  hand  at  the 
banding  station  on  Bon  Portage  I.,  NS  13  Sep  : 
for  the  4th  provincial  record  ( fide  BMy).  An 
imm.  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  spent  three 
days  at  a feeder  at  Little  Harbour,  Shelburne, 
NS  in  the  3rd  week  of  Oct  (David  Young).  Blue 
Grosbeaks  were  scarce  this  season,  with  4 in 
Nova  Scotia  and  one  in  Newfoundland.  Nova 
Scotia’s  9th  Painted  Bunting  was  a male  pho- 
tographed at  a Clarke’s  Harbour  feeder  22-25 
Nov  (m.  ob.).  A low  14  Dickcissels  were 
reported  across  the  Region.  The  only  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  at  Seal  F,  NS  in  early 
Sep.  Finches  were  in  low  to  moderate  num- 
bers, with  no  irruptions  of  any  species. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Pascal  Asselin,  Patricj  Boez,  Todd  Boland, 
Dave  Brown  (DB),  John  Chardine,  David 
Christie,  Brian  Dalzell,  Marcel  David,  Robert 
Doiron,  Denis  Doucet,  Roger  Etcheberry, 
Sylvia  Fullerton,  Carl  Haycock,  Andy  Horn, 
Anne  Hughes,  Laurent  Jackman,  Ian  Jones, 
Alex  Lees,  Ken  Knowles,  Randy  Lauff,  Fulton 
Lavender,  Bruno  Letournal,  Paul  Linegar,  Zoe 
Lucas,  Angus  Maclean,  Bruce  Mactavish 
(BMt),  Blake  Maybank  (BMy),  Ken  McKenna, 
Ian  McLaren,  Susann  Myers,  Laurie  Murison, 
Alan  Murrant,  Cathy  Murrain,  Murray  Newell, 
Johnnie  Nickerson,  Peter  Pearce,  Wayne 
Petersen,  Doug  Phelan,  B.  Schneider,  Bettyjune 
Smith,  Sid  Smith,  Stuart  Tingley,  Hans  Toorn, 
Judy  Tufts,  Jim  Wilson,  Mike  Wilson,  © 
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August  and  September  saw  record- 
breaking  warm  temperatures,  espe- 
cially in  August,  while  October  and 
November  were  cooler  than  normal.  Winter 
settled  in  early  in  November,  with  a total 
snow  accumulation  of  60  cm  by  the  end  of 
the  month  in  the  south.  Because  weather 
fronts  were  so  weak  in  early  fall,  the  migra- 
tion of  Neotropical  passerines  took  place 
without  being  much  noticed.  Shorebird 
migration  showed  some  improvement  com- 
pared to  last  year.  Large  numbers  were 
reported  in  the  James  Bay  area  by  workers  of 
the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  and  Hydro- 
Quebec,  and  also  around  Lake  Saint-Pierre  in 
the  south.  The  very  warm  weather  of  late 
summer  could  have  been  a significant  factor 
in  the  appearance  of  some  interesting  strays 
from  the  south,  e.g..  Brown  Pelican,  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird,  and  Swallow-tailed  Kite. 

LOONS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Providing  the  2nd  and  3rd  records  this  year,  an 
imm.  Pacific  Loon  was  located  offshore  at 
Pointe-au-Pere  2 Aug  (DR,  R.  Saint-Laurent), 
while  one  in  complete  breeding  plumage  was 
spotted  from  the  Matane-Godbout  ferry  6 Aug 
(JPO,  ML).  An  exceptional  total  of  8 inland 
Northern  Gannets  in  s.  Quebec  involved  sin- 
gle birds  at  Trois-Rivieres  3 Nov  (fide  SH),  Vic- 
toriaville  8 Nov  (CR),  Saint-Luc  9 Nov  (AM), 
Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka  11  Nov  (fide  S. 
Bougie),  L.  of  Two-Mountains  13  Nov  (FH), 
Hull  15  Nov  (G.  Seutin),  Brossard  14  Nov 
(JGP),  and  in  the  Boucherville  Is.  30  Nov  (S. 
Cournoyer).  The  2 American  White  Pelicans 
present  since  early  Jun  in  the  Lachine  Rapids, 
near  Montreal,  were  still  there  28  Sep  (PB,  m. 
ob.,  ph.).  Singles  also  appeared  at  Levis  15  Aug 
(L.  Langlais),  at  Baie-du-Febvre  1-26  Sep  (D. 
Demers,  M.  Dubuc,  J.  Gelinas),  and  at  Notre  - 
Dame-de-Pierreville  28  Sep  (P  Croteau,  fide 
SR).  Two  more  birds  were  reported  at  L.  Caya- 
mant  in  the  Gatineau  region  26  Aug  (per  The 
Ottawa  Citizen).  An  imm.  Brown  Pelican  was 
totally  unexpected  at  L.  Beauchene,  Temis- 
camingue  13-18  Sep  (JF,  C.  Schryer).  What 
appeared  to  be  the  same  bird  moved  to  nearby 
L.  Kipawa  18-23  Sep.  (/ideJF).  Exceptional  in 
s.  Quebec  away  from  the  St.  Lawrence  R.,  sin- 
gle imm.  Great  Cormorants  stopped  at  Saint- 
Jean-sur-Richelieu  14-30  Sep  (GZ,J.  Juce,  PB) 
and  at  Chateauguay  27  Oct-12  Nov  (D.  Gen- 
dron,  D.  Bernard). 

A female  Magnificent  Frigatebird  graced 
four  different  localities  along  the  St. 
Lawrence  R.  First  seen  15  Aug  at  Pointe-des- 
Monts,  near  Baie-Comeau,  by  casual 
observers  camping  at  the  Domaine  de 
1'Asterie  (M.  Renaud,  J.  Belanger,  m.  ob.,  fide 
JP.  Barry,  ph.),  it  was  then  relocated  at 
Grandes-Bergeronnes  17  Aug  (J.  Saint- 
Georges  et  al. ),  at  lie  aux  Grues  18  Aug  (JE 
Rousseau,  C.  Plante),  and  finally  at  Saint- 
Frangois-de-l’ile-d’Orleans  19  Aug  (JM. 
Giroux,  JPO).  This  is  the  first  report  for  the 
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Region  with  a complete  description.  Two  pre- 
vious sightings  (1882,  1884),  and  the  report 
of  a lost  specimen  (early  1930s)  lacked  details 
altogether,  and  the  possibility  of  another 
frigatebird  species  had  not  been  eliminated. 

A maximum  count  of  93  Great  Egrets  was 
made  at  Saint-Tinrothee  2 Sep  (E.  Samson,  A. 
Lacasse).  Extra-limital  herons  included  single 
Snowy  Egrets  at  Saint-Mathias  1 Aug  (AM), 
Pointe  Yamachiche  4-14  Aug  (J.  & ME  Bre- 
ton), and  Saint-Simeon,  Gaspcsie  24-26  Oct 
(BA,  m.  ob.),  an  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  seen 
intermittently  at  Sainte-Martine  24  Aug — • 2 
Sep  (FH,  m.  ob.),  a Tricolored  Heron  at 
Penouille  2-7  Sep  (S.  Brodeur,  m.  ob.),  and 
single  Glossy  Ibis  at  Petite-Riviere  - 
Yamachiche  11  Aug — 2 Sep  ( fide  H. 
Brunoni),  Baie-du-Febvre  20-24  Aug  (A. 
Daigle),  Sainte-Angele-de-Laval  22  Aug  (J. 
Ducharme,  R.  Barbeau),  and  Contrecoeur  7- 
15  Sep  (D.  Neron,  C.  Corbeil,  D.  Tetreault). 
An  unidentified  Plcgadis  ibis  was  flying  n. 
over  Hudson  16  Oct  (WG).  A Black  Vulture 
was  accompanying  Turkey  Vultures  at  Ville- 
Marie,  Temiscamingue  5-6  Oct  (JF,  R.  Gau- 
thier). Turkey  Vultures  were  present  in  above- 
average  numbers  in  Gaspesie,  contributing 
two  very  late  sightings:  2 at  Bonaventure  20 
Nov  (B.  Arsenault),  and  2 at  Pointe  Saint- 
Pierre  29  Nov  (AC). 
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A Canada  Goose  x Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  hybrid  was  reported  at  Canton-Trem- 
blay  1 1 Oct  (C.  Cormier),  while  a presump- 
tive Snow  Goose  x hutchinsii  Canada  Goose 
hybrid  was  photographed 
at  Laval  2 Oct  (L.  Sintard 
from  Laval  et  al.).  A 
mixed  pair  comprised  of  a 
Lesser  Snow  Goose  and  a 
Ross’s  Goose  accompag- 
nied  2 juv.  hybrids  30-31 
Oct  at  Reservoir  Beaudet, 

Victoriaville  (CR).  A Bar- 
nacle Goose  brightened 
Reservoir  Beaudet  6-28 
Oct  (L.  Simard  from 
Stoke,  L.  Corriveau  et 
al.),  while  another  one  or 
the  same  was  found  at 
Saint-Charles-de-Man- 
deville  3 Nov  (M.  & M. 

Boulard).  Single  Lundra 
Swans  visited  Sept-Iles  1 
Aug— 20  Sep  (B.  Duch- 
esne, JFL  et  al.),  Saint- 
Methode  4-7  Oct  (DL  et 
al.)  and  Laval  21  Sep — 15 
Nov  (GL,  E.  Presseau,  m. 
ob.).  A probable  Buffle- 
head  x Common  Golden- 
eye hybrid  was  photographed  at  Laval  8-13 
Nov  (GL  et  al.).  A Ruddy  Duck  at  Ville-Marie, 
Temiscamingue  11  Nov  was  locally  rare  (JF). 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite,  the  first  fully  docu- 
mented in  the  Region,  was  reported  at 
Forestville  24  Aug  (1.  Tremblay,  JM.  Belisle,/ide 
R.  Gilbert)  and  was  rediscovered  independ- 
ently the  next  day  by  Bill  Sheehan,  a birder 
from  Maine,  who  spreaded  the  good  news  on 
Internet.  The  bird  remained  until  4 Sep  in  the 
same  area,  where  it  was  seen  and  photographed 
by  many.  A Gyrfalcon  at  Cacouna  14  Aug  was 
out  of  season  (R.  Pitre,  DR). 

An  ad.  Purple  Gallinule  made  a sensation  at 
Marais  des  Graves,  Cap  Tourmente  N.W.R.  20- 
31  Oct  (ML  et  al,  m.  ob.,  ph.).  A Common 
Moorhen  at  Ville-Marie  22  Aug  was  the  2nd 
for  Temiscamingue  (JF),  while  an  usually 
large  group  of  50  birds  visited  L.  Ilcrtel  on 
Mount  Saint-Hilaire  27  Oct  (A.  Lavoie).  Four 
Sandhill  Cranes  that  appeared  in  mid-Jul  at 
Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes,  near  Plessisville, 
remained  through  the  end  of  Sep  ( fide  CR,  m. 
ob.).  Over  1000  were  in  Abitibi  in  late  Sep 
(SG),  and  450  were  counted  at  Nedelec, 
Temiscamingue  (JR-  A presumed  Sandhill 
Crane  x Common  Crane  hybrid  was  described 
at  Sainte-Marguerite-Marie  12  Sep  (DL),  but 
the  ad.  Common  Crane  reported  at  Barraute 
for  the  last  three  years  was  not  seen  this  year. 

Single  Western  Sandpipers  appeared  at 
Sainte-Anne-de-Portneuf  9 Sep  (A.  Gosselin 
et  al.)  and  at  Palmarolle  18  Oct,  a first  for 
Abitibi  (SG).  An  ad.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
found  18  Aug  by  D.  Mercier  and  JR.  Lepage  at 


Saint-Simeon,  Gaspesie  furnished  the  3rd 
Regional  record.  It  was  seen  by  many  until  23 
Aug.  Single  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  Saint- 
Methode  11-13  Sep  (DL)  and  at  Meta- 
betchouan  14-26  Sep  (M. 
Tremblay,  D.  Gervais  et 
al.)  provided  the  3rd  and 
4th  records  for  the  Sague- 
nay-Lac-Saint-Jean,  while 
25  at  Baie-du-Febvre  20 
Oct  represented  a high 
Regional  count  (fide  SH). 
A Wilson’s  Phalarope  at 
Baie-du-Febvre  12-23  Oct 
established  a new 
Regional  record  late  date 
(D.  Houx,  m.  ob.).  Single 
Red  Phalaropes  at  Saint- 
Etienne-de-Beauharnois 
8-21  Oct  (C.  Morin  et  al., 
m.  ob.)  and  Pointe-du- 
Lac  26  Oct  (SD,  MA. 
Montpetit)  were  interest- 
ing inland  records.  A sec- 
ond-year Mew  Gull  was  at 
Dorval  14  & 24-27  Nov 
(BB).  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
scarce,  with  one  at  Saint- 
Vallier  7 Sep  (C.  Nadeau, 
JL)  and  an  ad.  at  ile  aux 
Basques  13  Oct  (O.  Barden  et  al.).  An  ad. 
Forster’s  Tern  turned  up  at  Maple  Grove  3-5 
Aug  (PB,  GZ,  H.  Tremblay,  nr.  ob.).  An  out-of- 
range  Razorbill  paused  in  the  fresh  waters  of 
the  Chambly  basin  for  over  a month,  22 
Oct — 1 Dec  (GZ,  m.  ob.). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  DICKCISSEL 

The  post-breeding  dispersal  of  the  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  resulted  in  the  appearance  of  8 
individuals  in  the  Region  late  Sep — 24  Oct 
( fide  SD).  A Red-bellied  Woodpecker  showed 
up  at  Frelighsburg  27  Sep,  in  the  only  area 
where  it  seems  to  be  a little  more  regular  than 
elsewhere  (JGP).  An  impressive  movement  of 
n.  woodpeckers  was  documented  at  Tadous- 
sac,  where  178  Three-toed  and  186  Black- 
backed  were  banded  throughout  the  season 
(CB  et  al).  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  a poor 
season  for  Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers 
(fide  YA).  Barraute,  Abitibi’s  hot  spot,  hosted 
a Say’s  Phoebe  5 Oct  (R.  Belanger),  while  a 
Western  Kingbird  was  located  the  same  day  at 
Les  Escoumins  (CA,  CG).  An  ad.  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  well  seen  in  flight  at  Sainte- 
Anne-de-Bellevue  19  Sep,  establishing  the 
8th  Regional  record  (BB,  M.  Macintosh). 

Carolina  Wrens  were  too  numerous  to  keep 
track  of,  but  noteworthy  was  a very  late  nest 
containing  4 young  at  Pointe-Claire  15  Sep, 
while  at  the  same  time  5-6  birds  from  a previ- 
ous brood  were  still  in  the  vicinity  (fide  FH). 
A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Port-Daniel  26 
Oct  was  both  late  and  out  of  range  (JL  Martel, 
H.  Lambert).  Single  Northern  Wheatears  were 


noted  at  Les  Escoumins  9 Oct  (CA,  CG),  and 
at  La  Malbaie  25-31  Oct  (C.  Marcotte,  m.  ob.). 

An  imm.  female  Prairie  Warbler  stopped  at 
Cote-Saint-Luc,  Montreal  14  Sep  (K.  Thorpe). 
The  first  Yellow-breasted  Chats  for  the  Gaspe 
Pen.  since  1992  included  a dead  bird  found  at 
Pabos  25  Sep  and  a singing  male  at  Chandler 
22  Oct  (PP,  G.  Roy). 

A first-year  female  Summer  Tanager  lin- 
gered at  Sainte-Martine  19-27  Nov  (M.  Ouel- 
let,  m.  ob.,  ph.).  A juv.  Eastern  Towhee  was 
found  13  Aug  at  Saint-Anaclet,  where  a pair 
of  ads.  had  spent  the  summer  (RF,  m.  ob.). 
This  provided  the  first  breeding  evidence  for 
this  species  in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  northernmost  ever  for  the  Region.  Late 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  included  singles  at 
Guigues,  Tcmisccimingue  9 Nov  (JF)  and  at 
Rimouski  11-12  Nov  (G.  Gendron).  A Lark 
Sparrow  strayed  to  Waskaganish,  James  Bay 
31  Aug  (D.  Daigneault  et  al.,  ph.),  and 
another  one  was  found  at  Banc  des  Blancs, 
North  Shore  15  Sep  (C.  Couture  et  al.).  Inter- 
estingly, 10  out  of  the  32  records  known  for 
the  Region  were  established  on  the  North 
Shore.  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at  Sept-Iles  29 
Aug  was  noteworthy  (JFL).  With  a total  of  5 
individuals,  Dickcissels  were  well  in  evi- 
dence, and  included  one  at  LaSarre,  the  first 
ever  for  Abitibi-Temiscamingue  0-  Aube,  m. 
ob.).  Others  were  seen  at  Pointe-au-Pere  24 
Aug  (E  Senecal),  Saint-Georges-de-Beauce  28 
Oct — 1 Nov  (L.  Legare),  Cap-aux-Meules  16 
Nov  (DGG  et  al.),  and  Sainte-Therese-de-  S 
Gaspe  23-26  Nov  (AC). 

ADDENDA 

A Trumpeter  Swan,  the  first  documented 
with  a photograph,  graced  Breckenridge  1-2 
May  2002  (J.  Dubois  et  al.).  A Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  at  Lebel-sur-Quevillon  12  May 
2002  was  one  of  the  northernmost  records 
ever  for  the  Region  (fide  EV). 

EXOTICS 

Interesting  exotic  species  included  a North- 
ern Bobwhite  at  Ville-Marie,  Temiscamingue 
16  Sep  (JF),  a Zebra  Dove  at  Hudson  17 
Aug — 2 Sep  (WG,  m.  ob.,  ph.),  and  a Com-  | 
mon  Waxbill  at  lie  des  Soeurs  20  Oct  (PB). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): B.  Arsenault,  C.  Auchu,  P Bannon 
(Montreal),  B.  Barnhurst,  C.  Buidin  (North 
Shore),  A.  Couture,  R.  Fortin  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  J.  Frechette,  S.  Gagnon,  DG. 
Gaudet  (Magdalen  Is.),  C.  Girard,  W.  Gru- 
bert,  B.  Hamel  (Estrie),  E Hilton,  S.  Houle,  G. 
Lachaine,  J.  Lachance  (Quebec  City),  M. 
Laflcur,  JE  Laporte,  D.  Lavoie,  A.  Messier,  JR 
Ouellet,  JG.  Papineau,  R Poulin  (Gaspesie), 

S.  Rheaume  (Lower  St.  Lawrence),  C.  Roy 
(Bois-Francs),  D.  Ruest,  G.  Savard  (Sague- 
nay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  D.  Toussaint  (Outa- 
ouais),  E.  Van  de  Walle  (Abitibi).  © 


This  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  the  first  for  Quebec, 
showed  up  at  Forestville  24  August  (here 
31  August)  through  4 September  2002. 

Photograph  by  Pierre  Simard. 


A conspicuous  bird  wherever  it  appears,  this 
female  Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  seen  at  four 
different  locations  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River 
15-19  August  2002  (here  15  August  at  Pointe- 
des-Monts).  Photograph  by  Michel  Renaud. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIR 


Autumn  2002  began  with  a continua- 
tion of  July’s  hot  and  dry  conditions. 
The  heat  held  into  September,  pro- 
ducing the  second-warmest  August-Sep- 
tember  combination  in  Boston’s  records.  A 
series  of  frontal  systems  dropped  more  rain 
in  the  north  than  in  the  south  of  the  Region, 
creating  strong  passerine  flights  during  12- 
17  September  and  concentrating  the  peak 
Broad-winged  Hawk  flight  into  16-18  Sep- 
tember. October  cooled  rapidly,  and 
approaching  fronts  brought  2000  warblers 
to  Bluff  Point,  Connecticut  on  the  15th  and 
over  20,000  mixed  passerines,  mostly  spar- 
rows, there  on  the  21st.  November  contin- 
ued cool  and  wet,  including  a 23-cm  snow- 
fall in  Burlington,  Vermont  on  the  18th.  A 
major  loon  flight  was  noted  at  both  Lake 
Champlain  and  coastal  Massachusetts  on 
the  two  preceding  days.  The  coastal  flight 
also  included  notable  numbers  of  other 
marine  migrants. 

Elevated  numbers  of  shearwaters,  North- 
ern Gannets,  and  other  seabirds  close  to 
shore  garnered  comments  from  Maine  to 
Connecticut.  The  flurry  of  such  observa- 
tions was  apparently  caused  by  a superabun- 
dance of  Menhaden  and  Herring  in  coastal 
waters,  in  many  cases  pushed  inshore  by 
tuna  and  other  large  predatory  fish. 

The  season  produced  its  share  of  rarities, 
including  three  Regional  firsts:  Calliope 
Hummingbird,  Broad-billed  Sandpiper,  and 
Elegant  Tern,  all  in  Massachusetts.  White- 
faced Storm-Petrel,  Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird,  two  Red-necked  Stints,  Yellow-legged 
Gull,  Cassin’s  Kingbird,  Lark  Bunting,  and 
Shiny  Cowbird  rounded  out  Massachu- 
setts’s rarity  collection,  while  Connecticut 
birders  found  a late-season  Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  and  witnessed  a huge  Cave 
Swallow  incursion. 

Abbreviations:  Appledore  (Appledore  L, 
Kittery,  York , ME);  C.T.B.  (Charlotte  Town 
Beach,  Charlotte,  Chittenden,  VT); 
D.C.W.M.A.  (Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison 
& Panton,  Addison,  VT);  First  Encounter 
(First  Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  Barnsta- 
ble, MA);  Gay  Head  (Gay  Head,  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  Dukes,  MA);  Missisquoi  (Mis- 
sisquoi  Bay,  L.  Champlain,  Highgate/Swan- 
ton,  Franklin,  VT);  Plum  I.  (Plum  I.,  New- 
bury/Rowley, Essex,  MA);  A.P.  (Andrew’s  Pt., 
Rockport,  Essex,  MA);  S.  Beach  (South 
Beach  I.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Red-throated  Loons  all  seemed  to  move  at 
once  on  the  weekend  of  16-17  Nov,  with 
unprecedented  counts  at  several  locations. 
Record  counts  of  Red-throated  Loons  have 
been  frequent  in  recent  years:  are  they  really 
increasing,  or  are  observers  getting  ever  bet- 
ter at  being  on  hand  to  witness  late-autumn 
seabird  flights?  The  Massachusetts  record 


New  England 


Grand ) 
Isle 


Addison 
County " 


Berkshire 

County 


ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 


7 

Lighthouse  Pt. 


...  Chatham 

> Monomoy/South  Beach 
Nantucket  I. 


Sachuest  Pt. 
Jamestown  NWR 


fell  with  3060  at  A.P  16  Nov  (RH)  and  fell 
again  with  a resounding  crash  on  Cape  Cod 
the  following  day,  with  8200+  at  Sandy 
Neck,  Barnstable,  and  9740  at  Corporation 
Beach,  Dennis  (BN,  PF).  Very  high  inland 
counts  included  a record  80  at  C.T.B.  on  L. 
Champlain  16  Nov  (TM)  and  the  following 
day  21  on  Onota  and  Pontoosuc  Lakes, 
Pittsfield,  Berkshire,  MA  (E.  Neumuth)  and 
16  on  L.  Waramaug,  New  Preston,  Litchfield, 
CT  (E.  Ashe).  Several  alternate-plumaged 
Pacific  Loons  were  noted  passing  migration 
watch  points  in  Oct,  with  singles  3 & 1 2 Oct 
at  A.P.  (RH,  JT),  another  at  First  Encounter 
14  Oct  (JT),  and  one  on  L.  Champlain  at 
C.T.B.  13  Oct  (TTM,  AS,  LH).  Another  alter- 
nate-plumage ad.  was  reported  at  Scituate, 
Plymouth,  MA  1 Nov  (RT).  Peak  counts  of 
migrating  Common  Loons  were  remarkably 
similar  between  coastal  and  inland  watch 
points,  with  280  at  A.P.  17  Nov  (RH)  and 
275  at  C.T.B.  24  Nov  (TM). 


Walter  G.  Ellison 
Nancy  L.  Martin 

23460  Clarissa  Road 
Chestertown,  Maryland  21620 
(rossgull@crossiink.net) 
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Early  Red-necked  Grebes  included  2 at 
C.T.B.  18  Aug  (TM)  and  4 on  Cherry  Pond, 
Jefferson,  Coos,  NH  25  Aug  (D.  Govatski,  B. 
Hall).  Inland,  the  maximum  was  10  on  three 
Pittsfield,  MA  lakes  3 Nov  (TG  et  al.)  and 
coastally  50+  at  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock , ME  24 
Nov  (B.  Duchesne).  Up  to  2 Eared  Grebes 
was  an  average  showing.  The  E.  Gloucester, 
Essex,  MA  bird  returned  for  its  7th  winter  13 
Oct  (ph  SM  et  ah);  another  was  seen  at  Plum 
I.  25  Nov  (RH,  D.  Duxbury-Fox).  Another 
excellent  find  on  Plum  I.  was  a Western 
Grebe  10  Nov  (BV,  S.  Moore). 

The  largest  autumn  flight  of  Northern  Ful- 
mar in  many  years  was  one  of  many  indica- 
tions of  the  abundance  of  baitfish  in  the  Gulf 
of  Maine.  High  counts  included  15,000  48 
km  s.  of  Winter  Harbor,  Hancock,  ME  2 Oct 
(WT)  and  a mind-boggling  New  England 
seawatch  record  count  of  830  at  A.P.  16  Oct, 
including  twice  the  usual  percentage  of  dark- 
morph  birds  (RH).  Very  intriguing  was  the 
observation  on  7 Aug  of  an  all-dark  petrel, 
possibly  a Bulweria  petrel  (Bulwer's  or 
Jouantn's  Petrel),  37  km  s.  of  Winter  Harbor, 
ME  (WT);  there  are  five  or  six  May  through 
Aug  reports  of  Bulwer’s  Petrel  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  Florida  1969 — 1998,  one  of  these 
photographed.  Greater  Shearwater  counts 
included  4000±  37  km  s.  of  Winter  Harbor, 
ME  7 Aug  (WT),  5900  from  shore  at  Hamp- 
ton, Rockingham , NH  28  Sep  (A&BD), 
dwarfed  by  the  amazing  35,000  at  A.P.  the 
same  day  (RH),  and  10,000  off  Plum  I.  I Oct 
(SP),  normally  a place  where  one  would  be 
fortunate  to  see  even  a few.  Good  counts  of 
other  shearwaters  included  11  Audubon's  at 
Atlantis  Canyon  21  Sep  (RD  et  al.)  and  50 
Manx  28  Sep  at  A.P.  (RH). 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  coastal  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrel  numbers  were  elevated 
virtually  throughout  the  Region.  High 
counts  included  375  along  New  Hampshire’s 
short  coastline  20  Aug  (SM,  MS),  1150  off 
Cape  Ann,  Essex,  MA  24  Aug  (RH),  31  at  Pt. 
Judith,  Washington,  RI  l Sep  (G.  Williams), 
and  even  22  within  Long  Island  Sound  at 
Groton,  New  London,  CT  3 Sep  (C.  Taylor). 
Ninety-eight  percent  of  an  enormous  con- 
centration of  200,000-500,000  storm-petrels 
37  km  se.  of  Winter  Harbor,  ME  on  7 Aug 
were  Wilson’s  (WT).  Although  two  per  cent 
doesn’t  sound  like  a lot,  it  translates  to  an 
impressive  4000-10,000  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels  in  the  same  aggregation.  Although 
still  very  rare,  well-timed  searching  over 
deep  water  has  shown  White-faced  Storm- 
Petrel  to  be  an  annual  visitor;  one  was  seen 
at  Atlantis  Canyon  7-8  Sep  (RD  et  ah). 

Northern  Gannets  joined  other  marine 
birds  in  providing  an  entertaining  inshore 
show,  with  birds  sometimes  occurring  close 
enough  to  shore  to  allow  observers  to  see 


them  swimming  beneath  the  surface  after 
plunge-dives.  Highest  counts  were  20,000 
and  18,000  at  First  Encounter  27  Oct  and  7 
Nov  (BN  et  al.);  numbers  even  reached  1000 
and  more  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 
coastal  waters.  Single  juv.  gannets  were  seen 
on  L.  Champlain  at  C.T.B.  16  & 19  Nov 
(tTM  et  al.).  An  American  White  Pelican 
was  seen  Down  East  on  the  Penobscot  R.  at 
Veazie,  Penobscot,  ME  23  Sep  (J. 
Markowsky).  A single  Brown  Pelican  also 
reached  the  Region  1 Aug  at  Milford  Pt., 
New  Haven,  CT  (D.  Sosensky).  Completing  a 
rare  “trifecta”  of  vagrant  totipalmates  was  a 
cooperative  female  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
that  toured  mid-Cape  Cod  from  Hyannis  to 
Chatham  1-4  Sep  (m.  ob.). 

A scant  two  Least  Bittern  reports 
included  an  ad.  and  a juv  in  Ipswich, 
Essex,  MA  continuing  into  Aug  from  the 
nesting  season  (JB)  and  at  least  one  on  n. 
L.  Champlain  at  Missisquoi  9-13  Sep  (RL). 
Heron  reports  revealed  a relative  dearth  of 
s.  herons  on  the  coast  and  the  best  inland 
flight  of  Great  Egrets  since  the  legendary 
1948  flight.  Numbers  of  Great  Egrets  in 
the  Champlain  Valley  exceeded  40,  with  a 
maximum  of  27  at  the  drawn-down 
Brilyea  Impoundment  at  D.C.W.M.A.  5 
Sep  (J.  Arrowsmith).  Other  impressive 
high  counts  at  Brilyea  were  126  Great  Blue 
Herons  24  Aug  and  67  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  1 Sep  (TM).  Other  notable 
inland  counts  of  Great  Egrets  included  5 at 
Turner,  Androscoggin,  ME  1 Aug  (P.  Led- 
lie),  and  12  at  Longmeadow,  Hampden,  MA 
11  Sep  (J.  LaPointe  et  al.).  Coastal  maxima 
included  record  counts  of  80  at  Hampton 
Falls,  Rockingham,  NH  31  Aug  (RS)  and 
46+  at  Pine  Pt.,  Scarborough,  Cumberland , 
ME  12  Aug  (GC).  North  of  Connecticut, 
just  8 Tricolored  Herons  were  reported, 
although  one  made  a very  rare  inland 
appearance  at  Arlington  Res.,  Middlesex, 
MA  7 Sep  (D.  Arvidson  et  al.).  Inland 
Glossy  Ibis  reports  included  one  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  in  Aug  (fide  DJH)  and  an 
impressive  14  at  Broad  Meadow  Brook, 
Worcester, Worcester,  MA  18  Aug  (BV  et 
ah).  A single  Black  Vulture  reached  War- 
ren, Knox,  ME  10  Sep  (BP),  and  good 
numbers  continue  to  be  seen  in  sw.  Mass- 
achusetts, where  confirmation  of  breeding 
has  been  elusive. 

WATERFOWL 

Recent  trends  in  waterfowl  continued  to 
hold  this  autumn:  most  geese  seem  to  be 
increasing,  decreasing  species  remain  down 
(e.g.,  Redhead  and  Canvasback),  increasing 
species  generally  continue  in  good  numbers 
(e.g.,  Harlequin  Duck),  but  Ruddy  Duck 
fluctuated  modestly  downward.  At  least  12 


Greater  White-fronted  Geese  represent  the 
3rd  time  a dozen  have  been  reported  in  fall 
in  the  Region  over  the  last  1 1 years:  as 
recently  as  1992,  none  were  found  for  the 
season.  Half  of  the  total  was  represented  by 
a family  of  2 ads.  and  4 juvs.  at  Rochester, 
Plymouth,  MA  24-25  Oct  (MM  et  al.).  Two 
more  were  seen  in  Rhode  Island  and  4 in 
Connecticut.  Snow  Goose  maxima  were 

17.000  at  D.C.W.M.A.  17  Oct  (RL)  and  a 
Massachusetts  record  4558  over  Pittsfield  5 
Oct  (R.  Ferren).  Ross’s  Geese  were  limited  to 
the  Champlain  Valley,  with  several  reports  of 
single  birds  5-27  Oct  at  D.C.W.M.A.  (m. 
ob.).  A major  inland  flight  of  Brant  8 Oct 
produced  a record  count  of  1729  at  C.T.B. 
(TM,  J.  Osborne)  and  a rare  flock  in  the 
Upper  Connecticut  R.  Valley  with  60  over 
Hanover,  Grafton,  NH  (S.  Sturup).  The  ori- 
gin of  a wary  Barnacle  Goose  at  Ipswich,  MA 
7-11  Nov  (RH,JB,  ph.  D.  Lawson,  m.  ob.)  is 
not  known.  Just  3 Tundra  Swans  were 
reported,  with  a rare  Berkshire,  MA  bird  at 
Pontoosuc  L.  17  Nov  and  2 at  Plymouth,  MA  J 
24  Nov  (both  E.  Neumuth). 

Sightings  of  Eurasian  Wigeon  bounced 
back  to  15  after  two  years  with  fewer  than 
10;  the  first  was  seen  21  Sep  in  Rhode 
Island  (5  total),  with  other  reports  from 
Connecticut  (4),  New  Hampshire  (2),  and 
Massachusetts  (4).  Two  reports  of  hybrid 
American  x Eurasian  Wigeon  were 
received.  Rarely  reported  in  recent  years,  a 
Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal 
was  seen  at  Plum  I.  10-19  Nov  (m.  ob.). 
Taking  advantage  of  the  shallow  pools  of 
the  Brilyea  draw-down  at  D.C.W.M.A.  25 
Aug,  100+  Blue-winged  Teal  provided  the 
first  triple-digit  count  of  this  diminutive 
duck  in  several  years  (R&DL).  Excellent 
counts  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  included 
1300  at  Mud  Pond,  Pittsfield,  MA  30  Oct 
(TC)  and  1100  in  Monmouth,  Kennebec, 
ME  7 Nov  (DM).  Tufted  Ducks  returned  to 
Bourne,  Barnstable,  MA  3 Oct  (RT)  and 
Sterling,  Worcester,  MA  6 Oct  (F.  McMen- 
emy,  m.  ob.),  the  latter  for  its  8th  year. 
Noteworthy  among  9 King  Eiders  were  a I 
first-year  male  at  Grand  Isle,  VT  6 Oct 
(tDJH)  and  a female  returning  to  Ham- 
monasset  S.P.,  Madison,  New  Haven , CT  30 
Nov  for  its  3rd  year  (C.  Rafford).  Harle- 
quin Ducks  continue  numerous  at  favored 
wintering  spots,  the  seasonal  maximum 
being  100  at  seldom-visited  Isle  au  Haut, 
Knox,  ME  26  Oct  0-  Markowsky).  An 
impressive  gathering  of  sea  ducks  at 
Chilmark,  Dukes,  MA  24  Oct  included 

25.000  Surf,  5000+  White-winged,  and 
5000+  Black  Scoters.  The  best  inland 
reports  of  scoters  were  2500+  passing 
C.T.B.  21  Oct,  including  1086  White- 
winged (RL),  and  130  Black  Scoters  at 
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Turners  Falls,  Franklin,  MA  22  Oct  (M. 
Taylor).  At  least  9 Barrows  Goldeneyes 
were  encountered  9 Nov+.  A very  good 
count  of  Hooded  Mergansers  was  483  in 
the  Blackstone  R.  Corridor  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  27  Nov  (ML  et  al.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Back  in  the  1970s,  immediately  after  the 
banning  of  DDT,  counts  of  40  Osprey  and  1 1 
Bald  Eagles  at  Mt.  Philo,  Charlotte,  Chitten- 
den, VT  16  Sep  (TM,  PR)  would  hardly  have 
been  deemed  possible,  nor  would  seasonal 
totals  of  256  Osprey  and  103  Bald  Eagles  at 
Blueberry  Hill,  Granville,  MA  (JW  et  al.).  As 
is  often  the  case,  the  peak  of  the  Broad- 
winged Hawk  flight  was  pronounced,  with 
most  high  counts  falling  on  18  Sep  in  e.  Ver- 
mont, s.  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachu- 
setts, including  an  impressive  9647  at  Mt. 
Wachusett,  Worcester,  MA.  The  Champlain 
Valley  flight  peaked  two  days  earlier,  with 
the  1069  at  Mt.  Philo  16  Sep  (TM,  PR)  per- 
haps reflecting  differing  population  sources 
and  flight  conditions  in  nw.  New  England. 
Connecticut  recorded  a remarkable  5 Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  for  the  season  (fide  GH).  The 
numbers  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  mod- 
est, with  arrivals  in  Vermont  and  Massachu- 
setts 21  Oct  and  no  more  than  6 per  day. 
Golden  Eagle  numbers  were  about  average, 
with  19  reported,  beginning  with  2 at  Put- 
ney Mt.,  Putney,  Windham,  VT  17  Sep  (fide 
DJH).  An  American  Kestrel  hitched  a ride  25 
Oct  aboard  the  cruise  ship  Norwegian  Sea 
from  Nova  Scotia  waters  to  Bar  Harbor,  ME 
(WT).  Good  numbers  of  Peregrine  Falcons 
included  34  at  Morris  I.,  Chatham,  Barnsta- 
ble, MA  between  28  Sep  and  31  Oct  (D. 
Manchester)  and  5 at  Boston  2 Nov  (RS);  the 
latter  count  probably  reflects  the  rise  in  res- 
ident breeders  rather  than  migrants. 

Wild  Turkeys  far  to  the  n.  included  5 at 
Brighton,  Essex,  VT  5 Aug  (FP)  and  14  in 
Jefferson,  NH  on  the  same  day  (D.  Gov- 
atski).  Always  a prize,  Yellow  Rails  were 
found  at  Sherwood  Island  S.P.,  Westport, 
Faiifield,  CT  13  Sep  (R.  Soffer)  and  in  the 
Neponset  Marshes,  Dorchester,  Suffolk,  MA 
18  Sep  (+RD).  Rare  good  tallies  of  migrant 
rails  included  20  Virginias  at  Nomans  Land, 
Dukes,  MA  18  Sep  (RLo  et  al.),  1 1 Virginias 
in  Rowley,  Essex,  MA  28  Sep  (JB  et  al.),  and 
7 Soras  found  with  a bird-dog’s  aid  in  the 
Squamscott  R.  Marshes,  Stratham,  Rocking- 
ham, NH  29  Sep  (SM  et  al.).  Only  18  Com- 
mon Moorhens  were  reported;  the  only  evi- 
dence of  breeding  was  provided  by  4 juvs.  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  6 Aug  (TM,  AS).  One  was 
notably  late  10  Nov  at  Lenox,  Berkshire,  MA 
(SS).  American  Coot  numbers  were  very  low, 
the  “maximum”  reported  being  only  17. 
Reports  of  Sandhill  Cranes  included  the 
annual  summering  bird  at  Monroe,  Grafton, 
NH,  last  seen  17  Oct  (fide  S.  Turner), 

LUME  5 7 ( 2 0 0 3 ) • NUMBE 


another  at  S.  Lancaster,  Worcester , MA  6 Sep 
(D.  Sutton),  and  one  over  the  Blueberry  Hill 
Hawkwatch  9 Nov  (JW). 

SH0REBIRDS 

As  usual,  the  shorebird  season  was  a mixed 
bag.  Many  of  the  regular  common  migrants 
were  reported  in  good  to  very  good  numbers 
at  coastal  hot  spots,  but  several  regular 
migrants  were  reported  in  lackluster  num- 
bers, particularly  American  Golden-Plover, 
Stilt  Sandpiper,  and  Long-billed  Dowitcher. 
Species  diversity,  however,  was  excellent, 
with  a number  of  choice  rarities.  Inland 
shorebirding  was  less  productive  than 
drought  conditions  might  have  presaged, 
but  it  had  been  dry  for  so  long  that  many 
mudflats  had  become  meadows.  A notable 
exception  was  the  Brilyea  Impoundment  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  South  Beach  at  Cape  Cod’s 
“Elbow”  remains  the  Region’s  preeminent 
shorebird  venue,  with  such  excellent  counts 
as  3600  Black-bellied  Plovers  27  Aug,  3700 
Semipalmated  Plovers  15  Aug  (both  BN), 
2800  Red  Knots  1 Aug  (RH),  and  up  to  4 
Wilson's  Phalaropes  during  Sep  (BN  et  al.). 
Other  good  local  counts  were  203  Killdeer  at 
Harvard,  Worcester,  MA  4 Oct  (T.  Pirro),  270 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  D.C.W.M.A.  23  Aug 
(RL,  FP),  20  Spotted  Sandpipers  on  White 
and  Seavey  Is.,  Rye,  Rockingham,  NH  8 Aug 
(D.  Hayward,  K.  Bixler),  450  Dunlin  inland 
at  Sabattus  Pond,  Wales,  Androscoggin,  ME 
14  Nov  (DM,  PV),  10  Stilt  Sandpipers  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  17  Aug  (BP),  and  123  Wilson’s 
Snipe  at  Missisquoi  10  Sep  (R&DL). 

Six  American  Avocets  was  the  best  total 
since  1996:  single  birds  were  at  S.  Wellfleet, 
Barnstable,  MA  1 Aug  (L.  Bostrom),  East- 
ham,  Barnstable  (perhaps  the  same  bird)  lb- 
18  Aug  (BN),  Plum  I.  21-25  Aug  (A.  Ankers, 
m.  ob.),  Plymouth  Harbor,  MA  23  Aug  (M. 
Allaire),  Wells  Harbor,  York,  ME  24  Aug  (ph. 
A.  Aldrich),  and  7 Oct  (late)  at  Nantucket 
(ER).  A Solitary  Sandpiper  was  extraordinar- 
ily late  at  Westport,  Bristol,  MA  24  Nov  (RH, 
BN,  JT,  WP,  K.  Anderson).  Upland  Sand- 
pipers were  dismally  reported,  with  34  in 
Massachusetts  and  only  one  reported  in  the 


other  five  New  England  states.  Hudsonian 
Godwit  numbers  were  also  poor  al  tradi- 
tional Massachusetts  staging  areas,  while  6 
were  reported  well  inland  during  Oct  in  Ver- 
mont, Maine,  and  Massachusetts,  one  was 
reported  in  Rhode  Island  (B.  Fogg),  and  3 
were  seen  in  Connecticut  (fide  GH).  An 
average  tally  of  19  Marbled  Godwits  was 
reported  from  Maine  (one),  Massachusetts 
(14),  Rhode  Island  (2+),  and  Connecticut 
(2)  between  1 Aug  and  26  Nov. 

Two  ad.  Red-necked  Stints  somehow 
found  each  other  on  S.  Beach  1-2  Aug, 
marking  the  Region’s  8th  and  9th  records; 
one  wonders  if  one  was  the  bird  seen  at  S. 
Beach  last  Aug.  Eighty  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
may  represent  a record  Regional  total.  Note- 
worthy high  counts  included  11  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  20-21  Aug  (TM,  R&DL),  9 at 
Longmeadow,  MA  20  Aug  (S.  Kellogg),  and 
7 at  Napatree  Pt. , R1  18  Sep  (M.  Parenteau). 
Two  photogenic  Curlew  Sandpipers 
included  one  at  S.  Beach  15-28  Aug  (ph. 
BN,  m.  ob.)  and  ajuv.  at  Thomaston,  Knox, 
ME  3-4  Oct  (M.  Libby,  ph.  LB).  Extraordi- 
nary was  the  first  Regional  report  of  Broad- 
billed Sandpiper,  well  described  but  not 
photographed  at  Plum  1.10  Sep  (p.a.  tRH); 
there  is  one  other  record  for  the  East  Coast. 
The  Regional  total  of  22  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers was  about  average  for  recent  years; 
half  of  these  were  reported  in  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island.  Two  Ruffs  were  found 
early  this  autumn,  a Reeve  at  Scarborough 
Marsh,  ME  27  Jul-3  Aug  (LB,  m.  ob.)  and 
one  at  the  Quonochontaug  Breachway, 
Charlestown,  RI  3 Aug  (fide  RF).  Wilsons 
Phalaropes  may  be  bouncing  back  Region- 
ally, with  19+  the  best  seasonal  total  since 
the  late  1970s.  At  least  3 were  seen  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  5-23  Aug  (TM,  FP,  m.  ob.), 
birds  remained  at  Maine’s  nesting  site  at 
Scarborough  to  27  Aug,  at  least  10  were 
reported  in  Massachusetts,  and  2 in  Rhode 
Island.  Inland  reports  of  saltwater 
phalaropes  included  at  least  2 Red-necked 
in  Vermont  and  one  al  Longmeadow,  MA  2 
Sep  (SS),  plus  a Red  at  S.  Hadley,  Hampshire, 
MA  2 Oct  (H.  Allen). 


like  the  persistence  of  memory,  hopeful  sightings  continue  for  the  possibly  extinct  Eskimo  Curlew.  In  the  nine- 
teenth century,  Eskimo  Curlews  were  occasionally  put  down  in  great  numbers  on  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket 
during  fall  migrations,  especially  between  late  August  and  September  during  easterly  gales  with  rain.  On  27  August,  John 
and  Andrew  Nelson  encountered  a bird  they  identified  as  an  Eskimo  Curlew  on  Martha's  Vineyard,  in  the  marsh  fringing 
Shear  Pen  Pond,  observed  from  the  long  sand  spit  that  runs  north  along  the  outside  of  Chappaquiddick  heading  north 
toward  Cape  Pogue.  The  bird  was  studied  for  about  an  hour.  Perhaps  it  was  a ghost  haunting  the  century-old  killing 
grounds,  or  an  optimistic  assessment  of  a juvenile  Whimbrel,  or  even  the  first  East  Coast  Little  Curlew.  The  description  of 
the  bird  was  consistent  with  Eskimo  Curlew,  including  a study  of  the  cinnamon  underwing  coverts  and  distinctive,  golden- 
plover-like  call,  but  the  Massachusetts  Avian  Records  Committee  found  the  documentation  insufficient  to  support  this 
extraordinary  claim.  Whatever  the  identity  of  the  Martha's  Vineyard  bird,  the  question  remains:  if  Eskimo  Curlews  do  still 
exist,  how  are  they  hanging  on  in  such  infinitesimally  small  numbers? 
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SKUAS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

One  to  2 Great  Skuas  haunted  the  waters 
between  Bar  Harbor  and  Mt.  Desert  Rock, 
ME  from  3 Sep  to  5 Oct  (WT),  while  another 
skua  nearby  on  the  Grand  Manan  Banks  21 
Oct  was  identified  as  a South  Polar  (fide 
WT),  a late  date  for  the  species.  Other  skuas, 
including  2 seen  from  the  Scotia  Prince  in 
the  Gulf  of  Maine  22  Oct  (SM,  J.  Lawrence) 
and  one  seen  at  A.P.  17  Nov  (tRH),  may 
have  been  dark-morph  Greats,  but  the 
observers  alertly  raised  the  specter  of  the 
Subantarctic  Skuas  recently  recorded  in  the 
U.  K.  and  wisely  left  the  birds  unidentified. 
There  were  good  numbers  of  Pomarine 
Jaegers  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  all  season,  but 
the  best  show  was  during  late-season  sea- 
watching. The  relationship  between  North 
Shore  and  Cape  Cod  counts  was  well-illus- 
trated by  counts  of  77  and  107  at  A.P.  6 & 17 
Nov  (RH),  followed  by  counts  of  55  and  102 
at  First  Encounter  7 Nov  (BN)  and  18  Nov 
(RH).  Parasitic  Jaeger  high  counts  were  50+ 
some  38  km  se.  of  Winter  Harbor,  ME  9 Aug 
(WT)  and  25  at  Chatham,  MA  27  Sep  (RH). 
A Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Avery  Pt.,  Groton,  CT 
15  Sep  was  a nice  find  in  Long  Island  Sound 
(fide  GH),  while  an  unidentified  jaeger  was 
seen  at  Stamford,  Fairfield  17  Nov  (PD).  A 
juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  photographed  in 
the  same  frame  as  the  Chatham  frigatebird  1 
Sep  (ph.  tBN)!  Six  jaegers  were  seen  on  L. 
Champlain  from  6 Sep  to  5 Oct;  observers 
suggested  that  2 were  Pomarine,  one  Para- 
sitic, and  one  1 1 Sep  was  a “probable”  Long- 
tailed (DJH,  TM,  RBL  et  ah). 

This  seasons  lone  Franklins  Gull  was  at 
Small  Pt.,  Phippsburg,  Sagadahoc,  ME  8 Sep 
(P  Vickery).  Little  Gulls  were  more  numer- 
ous than  in  the  past  two  autumns,  with  over 
44  reported.  Eight  or  more  graced  L.  Cham- 
plain at  Grand  Isle  from  3 Aug  to  20  Nov 
(DJH,  RL),  2 each  were  seen  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  and 
3+  in  Maine,  with  the  remainder  in  the  Bay 
State,  including  8 on  Cape  Cod,  where  the 
species  is  quite  scarce,  17  Nov  (JT,  PF,  BN  et 
al.).  Close  to  the  recent  average,  12  Black- 
headed Gulls  were  shared  among  Maine  (5), 
Rhode  Island  (2),  and  Massachusetts  (5).  A 
bird  believed  to  be  a michahellis  Yellow- 
legged Gull  was  photographed  at  Eastham, 
MA  6 Oct  (ph.  TPF,  JT).  Although  frequently 
reported  in  Newfoundland  in  recent  years, 
no  confirmed  Bay  State  record  exists  for  this 
relatively  recent  split  from  Herring  Gull. 
Nearly  50  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
almost  entirely  confined  to  the  coast,  with  a 
maximum  of  8 at  Edgartown,  MA  16  Oct 
(VL  et  al.).  The  only  Sabines  Gull  observed 
this  year  was  an  ad.  on  an  A.P  sea  watch  31 
Aug  (RH).  Lake-watchers  detected  a juv. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  C.T.B.  16  Nov 
(tTM,  LH),  and  the  coastal  maximum  was 
3600  at  First  Encounter  27  Oct  (BN). 


Always  rare  in  the  Region,  2 Gull-billed 
Terns  included  one  continuing  from  Jul  to  2 
Aug  at  South  B.  (BN,  m.  ob.)  and  another  at 
Nantucket  8 Aug  (E.  Ray).  Forty-six 
Caspian  Terns  represent  a better-than-aver- 
age  season,  4 were  seen  in  Vermont  to  6 Sep 
(RL),  3 each  were  noted  in  Maine  and  New 
Flampshire,  4 were  found  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  rest  were  in  Massachusetts,  high- 
lighted by  1 1 in  Randolph,  Norfolk  26  Sep 
(T.  O’Neil,  m.  ob.).  The  only  Royal  Tern 
reported  was  an  individual  at  the 
Charlestown  Breachway,  R1  11  Aug  (fide 
RF).  A strong  contender  for  the  best  find  of 
the  season  was  a first-summer  Elegant  Tern 
present  4-28  Aug  at  S.  Beach  but  not  defini- 
tively identified  untd  17  Aug  (G.  Wood,  BN, 
ph.  D.  Lawson).  The  origin  of  Elegant  Terns 
on  the  East  Coast  (Virginia  and  Florida  have 
multiple  records)  is  an  open  question, 
although  it  seems  probable  that  some  cross 
over  Central  America  (Caribbean  Sea 
records),  though  recent  records  in  New 
Mexico  suggest  that  cross-continental 
vagrancy  is  not  out  of  the  question.  Num- 
bers of  Forsters  Terns  were  above  average, 
although  the  count  of  9+  n.of  Massachusetts 
was  unremarkable.  High  counts  were  80+  at 
Eastham,  MA  15  Sep  (BN)  and  100+  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Connecticut  R.  in  Lyme  11  Oct 
(H.  Golet).  Two  Bridled  Terns  seen  at 
Atlantis  Canyon  7-8  Sep  (tRD  et  al.)  made 
an  excellent  find;  the  species  is  probably  reg- 
ular in  small  numbers  in  pockets  of  Gulf 
Stream  water  far  offshore.  Good  finds  in  the 
Pine  Tree  State  were  2 Black  Skimmers  5 
Aug  at  Pine  Pt.,  Scarborough  (GC)  and 
another  photographed  at  Ogunquit,  York  23 
Sep  (G.  Kidder). 

For  the  most  part  alcids  were  reported  in 
small  numbers,  not  peaking  until  later  in 
Dec;  nonetheless,  all  six  species  were 
reported.  Three  Common  Murres  at  A.P  6 & 
16  Nov  were  nice  finds  (RH).  Rejuvenated 
breeding  colonies  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  have 
led  to  ever-increasing  counts  of  the  once 
very  scarce  Atlantic  Puffin,  high  counts  this 
fall  being  75+  between  Bar  Harbor  and  Petit 
Manan  I.  10  Aug  (WT)  and  104  at  A.P.  12 
Oct  (RH). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Presumably  reverse-migrant  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  seemed  particularly  numerous  this 
autumn,  as  a record  13  were  banded  at 
Appledore  in  Aug — Sep  (DH),  and  late  birds 
were  found  27  Oct  at  Ledyard,  New  London, 
CT  (E  Norton)  and  9 Nov  at  New  Boston, 
Hillsborough,  NH  (B.  Linscott).  After  invad- 
ing the  Region  in  force  in  2001,  Snowy  Owls 
stayed  n.,  with  only  one  reported  by  the  end 
of  the  season.  Fifteen  Short-eared  Owls  were 
reported  from  five  states,  with  3 at 
D.C.W.M.A.  24  Nov  (fide  DJH)  and  2 at 
Moonstone  Beach,  S.  Kingstown,  Washing- 


ton, RI  26  Nov  (J.  Murphy).  High  counts  of 
migrating  Common  Nighthawks  ranged 
from  21  Aug  to  4 Sep,  with  a maximum  of 
2500  on  the  latter  date  at  Stamford,  CT 
(PD).  Late  calling  goatsuckers  included  a 
Chuck-will’s-widow  27  Aug  at  Sharon,  Nor- 
folk, MA  (RT)  and  a Whip-poor-will  3 Oct  at 
Durham,  Middlesex,  CT  (N.  Morand).  Fifty- 
five  Chimney  Swifts  made  an  impressive 
number  for  27  Oct  at  Hanover,  Plymouth, 
MA  (WP). 

A record  13  Selasphorus  hummingbirds 
blanketed  the  Region,  including  a Rufous  at 
Chester,  Windsor,  VT  23  Aug — 4 Oct  (V 
Freeman,  m.  ob.),  2 imm.  female  Rufous 
banded  at  Darien,  Fairfield  and  Guilford, 
New  Haven,  CT  (M.  Szantyr),  an  unidenti- 
fied bird  at  Hancock,  ME  Oct — 3 Dec  (S.  & 

K.  Noddin),  and  3 Rufous  and  6 indetermi- 
nate Selasphorus  in  Massachusetts,  with  2 at 
a single  Newbury  feeder  9-15  Nov  (S. 
Stichter,  ph.  S.  Carroll,  ph.  P.  Brown).  Close 
on  the  heels  of  the  remarkable  New  York 
sighting  last  winter,  the  Regions  first  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird  arrived  at  an  Eastham, 
MA  feeder  around  1 Nov,  but  the  imm.  male 
had  been  thought  to  be  a Ruby-throated  by 
the  first  observer  until  it  was  accurately  |j 
identified  by  Nikula  and  Petersen  15  Dec  on 
the  Cape  Cod  C.B.C.  (WP,  ph.  BN,  ph.  JT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

The  season’s  only  Say’s  Phoebe  was  found  in 
Northampton,  Hampshire,  MA  18  Sep  (TC. 
Gentes).  The  Bay  State’s  3rd  Cassin’s  King- 
bird spent  1-2  Nov  along  the  Whately/Deer- 
field,  Franklin  town  line  (B.  Packard,  RH, 
ph.  DA,  v.o.);  this  record  is  remarkable,  inas- 
much as  the  species  has  almost  no  history  of 
vagrancy  on  the  East  Coast  n.  of  Florida. 
After  five  years  of  double-digit  tallies  and 
counts  of  25  to  54  in  the  late  1970s,  a low 
count  of  5 Western  Kingbirds  was  reported, 

2 from  Maine  and  3 in  Massachusetts. 
Northern  Shrike  numbers  were  modest,  only 
21  were  noted  in  the  four  n.  states.  After 
Appledore  banders  tagged  their  2nd  White- 
eyed Vireo  in  2001,  they  doubled  their  total  j 
in  Sep  2002  (DH).  Not  unexpectedly,  2 Blue- 
headed Vireos  lingered:  to  10  Nov  in  North- 
field,  Merrimack,  NH  (PH)  and  to  28  Nov  in  ■ 
Wethersfield,  Hartford,  CT  (J-  Meyers).  Not 
quite  as  late  was  a Yellow-throated  Vireo  on 
Nantucket  27  Oct  (J.  Carlson).  Five 
Philadelphia  Vireos  in  Wellfleet,  MA  14  Sep  ' 
(RS  et  al.)  and  6+  at  Bluff  Pt.,  Groton,  CT  18 
Sep  (DP)  were  good  counts  of  this  uncom- 
mon migrant. 

Fish  Crows  continued  to  increase,  with 
inland  Granite  State  tallies  of  9 in  Concord 
(R.  Quinn)  and  7 in  Windham  (MH)  and 
reports  from  three  Connecticut  Valley  towns 
in  Massachusetts  as  well  as  one  from  the 
Berkshire  Hills.  Increasing  from  the  opposite 
direction,  one  to  2 Common  Ravens  contin-  I 
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ued  irregular  appearances  on  the  beaches  of 
Eastham,  MA  through  the  season.  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  showed  a contin- 
ued propensity  to  linger,  with  50  at  Great 
Meadows  N.W.R.,  Concord,  Middlesex , MA 
14  Oct  (K.  Hartel),  3 of  which  remained  to 
31  Oct  (C.  Caron).  An  impressive  congrega- 
tion of  2200  Bank  Swallows  was  docu- 
mented at  Longmeadow,  MA  24  Aug  (TG). 
November  1999  proved  to  be  merely  an 
appetizer  for  Connecticut  birders,  as  a much 
greater  wave  of  Cave  Swallows  hit  the  cen- 
tral coast  this  year  23  Nov.  In  the  words  of 
subregional  editor  Greg  Hanisek,  Cave  Swal- 
lows that  day  were  “present  at  Lighthouse 
Point  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3 p.m.  Up  to  30  [at 
once]  ...  with  estimates  ...  for  the  day  rang- 
ing from  a conservative  50  to  a plausible 
200.”  Most  observers  noted  “100+”  mini- 
mally. The  next  day,  flocks  of  50  to  60  were 
reported  from  Stamford  and  Greenwich, 
Fairfield,  and  a few  were  present  to  27  Nov. 

Carolina  Wren  populations  continue  to 
prosper  in  the  North  Country,  with  numer- 
ous reports  from  nw.  Vermont,  cen.  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  s.  third  of  Maine.  The 
lone  Sedge  Wren  of  the  season  resided  in 
Deerfield  2-11  Aug,  a rarity  for  w.  Massachu- 
setts (B.  Packard,  v.  o.). 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A remarkable  flight  of  migrants  flowing  off 
of  Bluff  Pt.,  CT  21  Oct  included  1500  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets,  60  Hermit  Thrushes,  and 
5000  American  Robins  (DP).  The  Methuen, 
Essex,  MA  gathering  of  blackbirds  included 
10,000-12,000  robins  2 Nov  (RS,  JH).  Ban- 
ders in  Manomet,  Plymouth,  MA  were 
delighted  to  find  their  first-ever  Varied 
Thrush,  an  imm.  male,  8 Nov  (fide  MR). 
The  single  report  of  Bohemian  Waxwing 
was  of  2 at  Wilton,  Franklin,  ME  18  Nov  (J. 
Dwight).  The  only  Golden-winged  Warbler 
of  the  season  was  an  exceptionally  late 
female  at  Plum  1.  15  Oct  (JB).  In  the  now- 
familiar  litany,  Tennessee,  Cape  May,  and 
Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  scarcely 
detected  by  field  observers.  On  the  other 
hand,  at  least  45  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  distributed  across  the  Region,  includ- 
ing one  way  “down  east”  at  Great  Wass  I., 
Washington,  ME,  and  Appledores  2nd  ever 
(DH).  Nashville  (35),  Yellow  (101),  Black- 
throated  Blue  (39),  and  Blackpoll  (49)  War- 
blers were  all  handled  in  above-average 
numbers  during  Appledore’s  six-week  band- 
ing season  (DH).  Field  observers  found 
migratory  maxima  of  7 Nashvilles  16  Sep,  9 
Black-throated  Blues  18  Sep,  and  120 
Blackpolls  23  Sep  in  Windham,  Rocking- 
ham, NH  (MH),  9 Black-throated  Blues  15 
Sep  in  Provincetown/Truro,  MA  (RS  et  al.), 
58  Blackpolls  18  Sep  near  Quabbin  Res., 
MA  (RLo),  and  53  Yellow  Warblers  at  Plum 
1.  10  Aug  (RH).  Among  other  regular 


migrants,  counts  of  34  Black-and-white 
Warblers  27  Sep  and  58  American  Redstarts 

14  Sep  in  Medford,  Middlesex,  MA  (MR) 
were  noteworthy,  as  were  totals  of  25  Palm 
Warblers  in  Concord,  Merrimack,  NH  6 Oct 
(R&MS)  and  53  in  Lincoln,  Middlesex,  MA 
20  Oct  (MR). 

Warblers  lingering  to  Nov  at  coastal 
Massachusetts  localities  included  4 
Nashvilles  to  24  Nov,  2 Black-throated  Blues 
to  the  14th,  and  2 Wilsons  to  the  23rd,  as 
well  as  a Blackpoll  in  Stratford,  Fairfield,  CT 
to  21  Nov  (C.  Barnard)  and  an  ad.  male 
Hooded  found  in  Matunuck,  Washington,  RI 
28  Nov  that  stayed  into  Dec  (C.  Nunes  et 
al).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  in  the 
Boston  Public  Gardens  1-4  Oct,  at  least  four 
to  six  weeks  past  its  expected  departure  date 
(ph.  D.  Wilkinson,  m.  ob.).  The  warbler  rar- 
ity of  the  season  was  the  first  Black-throated 
Gray  for  the  Region  since  1999,  found  24 
Nov  at  Hammonasset  Beach  S.R,  Madison, 
New  Haven,  CT,  which  obligingly  stayed  into 
winter  (m.  ob.).  The  regular  “southerners” 
were  represented  by  a Yellow-throated  War- 
bler far  inland  in  Pittsfield,  MA  31  Oct  (D. 
Stjames),  a Cerulean  in  Brewster,  Barnstable, 
MA  4 Aug  (S.  E.  Finnegan),  Prothonotary 
Warblers  at  Bluff  Pt.,  CT  12  Sep  (DP)  and 
Plum  1.  16-18  Sep  (D.  Chickering,  v.  o.),  and 
additional  Hoodeds  at  Applcdore  8 Sep 
(DH),  at  four  locations  in  Massachusetts  in 
Aug — Sep,  and  2 on  Block  I.,  RI  7 Oct  (J. 
Stjean).  Among  the  near- record  41  Con- 
necticut Warblers  reported  this  season  were 
a remarkable  6 al  Cumberland  Farms,  Mid- 
dleborough,  Plymouth,  MA  23  Sep  (MM). 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  seemed  surprisingly 
numerous,  with  at  least  35  found  by  field 
observers  and  a record  26  netted  on  Apple- 
dore  (DH). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  season’s  2 Summer  Tanagers  put  in 
appearances  at  Gay  Head  21  Sep  (VL  et  al.) 
and  at  Providence,  RI  24  Sep  (R.  Emerson). 
Several  notable  counts  of  migrant  sparrows 
made  this  season  began  with  107  Chipping 
Sparrows  in  Wellfleet,  MA  19  Sep  (RS). 
Numbers  of  sparrows  frequenting  weedy 
fields  behind  the  Concord,  NH  Post  Office 
built  to  450  Savannahs,  300  Songs,  250 
Swamps,  and  600  White-throateds  on  6 Oct 
(R&MS)  while  the  majority  of  15,000 
migrant  sparrows  passing  through  Bluff  Pt., 
CT  21  Oct  were  White-throateds  (DP). 
Twenty-one  Clay-colored  Sparrow  reports 
was  the  poorest  showing  for  the  Region 
since  19  in  1996.  Also  poorly  represented 
was  Vesper  Sparrow  at  16  individuals,  while 

15  Lark  Sparrows  was  an  expected  total  for 
the  Region.  The  sparrow  rarities  of  the  sea- 
son were  a Lark  Bunting  at  Edgartown, 
Dukes  2 Sep  (A.  Keith,  M.  Pelikan),  a Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  at  Daniel  Webster  W.S., 


Marshfield,  Plymouth,  MA  2 Oct  (tD.  Fur- 
bish), and  a Harris’s  Sparrow  that  frequented 
a feeder  in  Cainpton,  Grafton,  NH  16-21 
Nov,  much  to  the  delight  of  state  birders  (ph. 
C.  Johnson,  ph.  SM,  m.  ob.).  Out-of-range 
subspecies  included  3 Gambell’s  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  and  an  Oregon  junco  in 
Massachusetts.  A White-crowned  Sparrow  at 
Gay  Head  31  Aug  (S.  Whiting  et  al.)  was  two 
weeks  earlier  than  last  year’s  early  bird. 
Whatever  factors  combine  to  bring  vagrant 
Blue  Grosbeaks  to  New  England  were  not  in 
place  this  season,  as  only  11  were  tallied, 
although  one  appeared  far  inland  in  Long- 
meadow,  MA  (TG).  The  tally  of  ~50  Dickcis- 
sels  was  also  a let-down  from  totals  of  the 
past  two  autumns.  A Hanover,  Grafton,  NH 
feeder  hosted  a tardy  Indigo  Bunting  6-11 
Nov  (tV.  & R.  Lunardini). 

A post-breeding  census  of  63  Eastern 
Meadowlarks  was  made  in  Bedford,  Middle- 
sex, MA  5 Aug  (RLo  et  al.),  while  a 2 Nov 
roost  of  Common  Grackles  and  European 
Starlings  in  Methuen,  MA  was  estimated  to 
contain  “millions”  of  birds  (RS,  JH).  There 
were  2 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  reported  in 
Massachusetts.  Brewer’s  Blackbird  included 
a female  photographed  in  Ipswich,  MA  9 
Nov  (L.  Ferraresso,  ML  et  al.)  and  a male 
reported  in  Waterford,  New  London,  CT  the 
next  day  (DP).  A male  Boat-tailed  Grackle 
was  seen  briefly  far  to  the  n.  in  Newbury- 
port,  MA  27  Oct  (tRH,  J.  Smith),  and  the 
Region’s  2nd  and  the  Bay  State’s  first  Shiny 
Cowbird  showed  up  at  Katama,  Martha’s 
Vineyard  14  Oct  (tVL  et  al.).  A juv.  Orchard 
Oriole  at  N.  Truro,  Barnstable,  MA  29  Sep 
was  about  six  weeks  overdue  for  its  south- 
ward migration  (tML  et  al.).  Finches  were 
nearly  absent  in  New  England  this  autumn. 
Pine  and  Evening  Grosbeaks,  Purple  Finch, 
both  crossbills,  Common  Redpoll,  and  Pine 
Siskin  were  all  represented  by  a handful  of 
reports,  mostly  from  Maine. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu- 
tors (italics),  and  observers:  Denny  Abbott, 
Audubon  Society  of  New  Hampshire,  Anne 
Aversa,  Jim  Beny,  Bird  Observer,  Lysle 
Brinker,  Gloria  Carson,  Tom  Collins,  Alan  & 
Barbara  Delorey,  Jody  Despres,  Richard 
Donovan,  Paul  Dugan,  Rachel  Farrell,  Pete 
Flood,  Tom  Gagnon,  Kay  Gammons,  Greg 
Hanisek,  Mike  Harvey,  Rick  Heil,  Larry  Hills, 
David  J.  Hoag,  J.  Hogan,  David  Holmes,  Alan 
Keith,  Vernon  Laux,  Richard  & Dorothy 
Lavallce,  Ron  Lockwood  (RLo),  Mark 
Lynch,  Doug  Mairs,  Mike  Maurer,  Steve 
Mirick,  Ted  Murin,  Blair  Nikula,  Wayne 
Petersen,  Bryan  Pfeiffer,  Frederick  Pratt, 
Records  of  Vermont  Birds,  Peter  Riley,  Marj 
Rines,  Alan  Strong,  Rebecca  & Mark  Suo- 
ntala,  Scott  Surner,  Russ  Titus,  William 
Townsend,  Jeremiah  Trimble,  Richard  Veit, 
Barbara  Volkle,  John  Weeks.  O 
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a T T neventful”  sums  up  the  weather 
I conditions  for  this  fall  season, 
with  mild  conditions  and  rela- 
tively few  weather-related  events  noted  across 
the  Region.  August  was  unusually  hot  and  dry, 
with  record  high  temperatures  recorded  in 
several  locations.  Late  in  the  month,  rainfall 
began  to  recharge  many  of  the  drought- 
stricken  water  systems.  During  September  and 
early  October,  the  passages  of  several  cold 
fronts  around  16  September,  24  September, 
and  4 October  were  exceptional  lor  numbers 
and  variety  of  migrants.  Average  to  slightly 
below-average  temperatures  remained  through 
mid-November  across  the  Region,  and  several 
major  periods  of  precipitation  ended  any  lin- 
gering drought  conditions.  Late  November 
brought  the  first  snowfall  to  northern  areas  of 
the  Region,  with  significant  accumulations 
extending  through  northwestern  New  Jersey. 

This  fall  season  brought  a unique  pattern 
of  rarities.  Instead  of  vagrants  appearing 
singly,  they  came  in  multiples!  Eared  Grebes 
and  American  White  Pelicans  were  found  in 
record-high  numbers,  at  least  two  Purple 
Gallinules  appeared  in  upstate  New  York,  and 
at  least  three  Brown  Pelicans  were  on  Lake 
Ontario.  A whopping  four  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
pipers were  found  in  the  Region.  Calliope 
Hummingbirds  were  found  in  two  locations, 
and  there  were  at  least  eight  individual 
Selaphorus  hummingbirds.  And  Cave  Swal- 
lows were  uncountable  (more  than  50!)  in 
November.  But  the  most  interesting  bird  of 
the  season  was  the  single  hybrid  Hermit  x 
Townsends  Warbler  on  Long  Island. 

Abbreviations:  Avalon  (Avalon  Seawatch, 
Cape  May , NJ);  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Kent,  DE);  Brig. 
(Brigantine  Unit,  Forsythe  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Atlantic,  NJ);  Hamlin  Beach  (Hamlin 
Beach  S.P,  Monroe,  NY);  Jamaica  Bay  (Jamaica 
Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  York  City); 
LT.  (Long  Island);  Montezuma  (Montezuma 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Cayuga,  NY);  Mon- 
tauk  (Montauk  Point,  Suffolk,  NY);  N.Y.C. 
(New  York  City);  R.B.A.  (Rare  Bird  Alert). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Red-throated  Loons  arrived  unusually  early,  17 
Sep,  at  Hamlin  Beach  (WS)  and  peaked  with  a 
maximum  count  of  8066  at  Avalon  25  Nov 
(KB).  Only  2987  Common  Loons  were 
counted  at  the  Cayuga  Lake  Loon  Watch, 
Tompkins,  NY,  a 65%  reduction  from  the  10- 
year  average  tally  (BM).  For  the  3rd  year,  Eared 
Grebes  were  present  at  the  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant,  Genesee,  NY  17  Aug — 2 Nov 
(B.  Khck,  MMo);  the  tally  of  4 there  was  a state 
high  count.  Singles  were  at  Hamlin  Beach  17 
Oct — 7 Nov  (WS),  Avalon  20  Oct  (KB),  and 
Jamaica  Bay  7-8  Sep  and  3 Nov  ( fide  TB). 

The  lack  of  significant  tropical  storm  activ- 
ity limited  the  numbers  of  pelagic  species 
reported.  Eight  Northern  Fulmars  were 
observed  48  km  se.  of  Montauk  3 Oct  (JP).  A 
fishing  trip  off  Montauk  found  4 Greater 
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Shearwaters  and  100  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels 
21  Sep  (OB),  and  a pelagic  trip  out  of  Lewes, 
DE  reported  at  least  one  Greater  Shearwater  in 
Delaware  waters  16  Nov  (PG  et  al).  Two 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  and  12  Cory’s  were  19 
km  e.  of  Avalon  13  Aug  (MF),  while  a late 
Sooty  off  Montauk  was  notable  12  Oct  (K.  & 
S.  Feustel). 

Observations  of  American  White  Pelicans 
were  scattered  through  the  Region,  with  2 at 
Montezuma  4-7  Oct  (B.  Guthrie,  m.  ob.),  one 
at  Cape  Henlopen,  Sussex,  DE  8 Oct,  one  at 
Little  Creek,  Kent , DE  26  Oct  (AE),  and  a New 
Jersey  record  high  count  of  5 at  Cape  May 
Point,  Cape  May,  NJ  26  Nov  (RC).  The  3 imm. 
Brown  Pelicans  that  were  first  observed  at 
Hamlin  Beach  6 Jun  remained  on  the  s.  shore 
of  L.  Ontario  through  28  Oct  (DT,  AW,  m. 
ob.).  A Brown  Pelican  was  reported  by  a fish- 
erman on  Cayuga  L.,  Cayuga,  NY  30  Oct.  The 
largest  concentration  was  of  30  at  Cape  Hen- 
lopen, Sussex,  DE  2 Sep  (FR).  Unusual  was  a 
Great  Cormorant  on  the  Niagara  R.  22  Nov, 
only  the  2nd  record  for  Buffalo,  NY  (AW).  An 
imm.  frigatebird,  most  likely  a Magnificent, 
was  observed  at  Cape  Henlopen  Hawkwatch, 
Sussex,  DE  12  Oct  (AE,  R.  Multhropp);  this 
bird  was  clearly  connected  to  the  passage  of 
Hurricane  Kyle  just  offshore  there. 

The  annual  post-breeding  dispersal  of 
herons  and  egrets  peaked  near  the  first  of  Oct, 
with  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  Hamlin  Beach 
28  Sep  and  60  Great  Egrets  at  Montezuma  4 
Oct.  Reminiscent  of  the  past  was  the  unusually 
high  number  of  Cattle  Egrets  (11)  seen  near 
Jamesport,  Suffolk,  NY  12  Nov  (B.  Prentice). 
Holdovers  from  the  summer  invasion  of  White 
Ibis  in  Delaware  were  3 at  Bombay  Hook  6-7 
Aug  (PEL,  MG,  MS)  and  2 at  Little  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Kent  10  Aug  (M.  Hafner).  Up  to  3 
White-faced  Ibis  were  at  Brig.  1-3  Aug  (J. 
Danzenbaker,  m.  ob.),  continuing  from  the 
summer,  and  another  was  at  Bombay  Hook  6- 
7 Aug+  (FR  et  al.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A New  York  record-early  Ross’s  Goose  was 
found  18  Sep  at  Irondequoit  Bay,  Rochester, 
Monroe,  NY  (DT,  m.  ob.).  Ross’  Geese  were  also 
observed  at  Montezuma  12  Oct  (MH),  Bombay 
Hook  1 Nov  (Delaware  R.B.A.),  Quakertown, 
Hunterton,  NJ  10  Nov  (S.  Angus),  Jones  Beach, 
Nassau,  NY  4 Nov  (AWo),  with  3 at  Prime 
Hook,  Kent,  DE  29  Nov  (MG).  Over  the  past  3 
years,  hutchinsii  Canada  Goose,  commonly 
referred  to  as  Richardson’s  Goose,  has  been 
increasing  through  w.  New  York.  Up  to  25  were 
present  at  Iroquois  N.  W.  R.,  Genesee-Orleam 
27  Oct — 20  Nov  (E  Yoerg,  m.  ob.),  5 in  East 
Aurora,  Niagara  17-19  Nov  (MM),  and  at  least 
5 at  the  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  Tompkins, 
NY  10  Nov  (SK).  Of  great  interest  was  an  ad. 
Dark-bellied  Brant  ( Branta  b.  bemicla ) pho- 
tographed at  Indian  River  Inlet,  Sussex,  DE  17 
Nov  in  a large  flock  of  Atlantic  or  Pale -bellied 
Brant  (Branta  b.  hrota)  (BP,  MG).  This  Eurasian 
vagrant  has  been  recorded  previously  in  the 


Region  only  in  New  Jersey  (*)  and  New  York, 
with  other  North  American  records  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Virginia. 

At  least  6 different  Eurasian  Wigeon  (all 
drakes)  were  reported  through  the  Region:  2 
in  upstate  New  York,  3 on  Long  I.,  and  one  in 
New  jersey.  Two  Tufted  Ducks  were  found  in 
the  Region:  a juv.  on  Staten  I.,  Richmond,  NY 
15  Oct — 17  Nov  (C.  Nuzzi,  m.  ob.)  and  a 
returning  female  22  Nov+  at  Silver  L.  near 
Rehobeth,  Sussex,  DE  (L.  Shaw,  m.  ob.),  for  its 
3rd  consecutive  winter.  While  the  arrivals  of 
Common  Eider  and  Harlequin  Duck  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  were  normal,  a Common  Eider 
at  Hamlin  Beach  8 Oct  was  rather  early,  and  2 
Harlequin  Ducks  also  at  Hamlin  Beach  17  Oct 
were  also  somewhat  early  (Rochester  R.B.A.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Purple  Gallinule  -is  a rare  vagrant  to  the 
Region  and  in  recent  times  is  most  often  seen 
coastally  during  the  fall,  so  3 in  upstate  New 
York  this  season  constituted  a mini-invasion. 
Individual  Purple  Gallinules  were  observed 
and  documented  from  Montezuma  22  Sep — 
12  Oct  (G.  Chapin,  m.  ob.),  Ausable  Point, 
Essex,  NY  23  Sep — 3 Oct  (B.  Krueger,  C. 
Mitchell),  and  Bashakill,  Sullivan,  NY  17 


Oct— 23  Oct  0-  Haas,  m.  ob.). 

The  shorebird  migration  was  uneventful, 
with  a few  true  exceptions.  Unusual  away  from 
the  coast  was  an  American  Avocet  at  Sodus 
Point,  Wayne,  NY  11  Aug  (D.  Daniels),  and  a 
count  of  150  at  Bombay  Hook  20  Nov  was  high 
for  so  late  a date  (M.  Bowen).  Reports  of 
Upland  Sandpiper  were  scattered  and  rather 
low  compared  to  those  of  decades  past,  with, 
e.g.,  2 at  the  Johnson  Sod  Farm,  Cumberland, 
NJ  3 Aug  (M.  Miles),  12  at  the  Geneseo  Air- 
port, Genesee,  NY  13  Aug  0-  Kimball),  one 
near  Seaford,  Sussex,  DE  23  Aug  (GL),  and  one 
at  Westhampton,  Suffolk,  NY  8 Sep  (TB,  AG, 
AB).  Others  were  at  sod  farms  and  Cape  May, 
where  regular.  A Long-billed  Curlew,  first 
observed  from  the  Avalon  Seawatch  3 Oct 
(KB),  was  sporadically  reported  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  North  Wildwood,  Cape  May,  NJ  through 
the  period  (m.  ob.);  what  was  probably  the 
same  individual  was  present  for  one  day  only 
on  Brigantine  1.  near  Atlantic  City  (Andy 
Smith).  Notable  was  an  unusually  late  Hudson- 
ian  Godwit  at  Rhinebeck,  Dutchess,  NY  10  Nov 
(H.  Thompson,  C.  Pooth).  As  Red  Knot  num- 
bers plummet,  inland  reports  now  have 
become  noteworthy,  and  2 observed  in  Char- 
lotte, Monroe,  NY  23  Sep  (KG,  m.  ob.)  and  one 


|j  This  year's  raptor  migration  was  strong  far  several  species,  but  most  stations  reported  lackluster,  low  totals.  The 
migration  of  135  Golden  Eagles  past  Franklin  Mountain  equaled  the  maximum  annual  count  made  for  the  13 
years  the  count  has  officially  existed. The  migration  of  Peregrine  Falcons  through  the  Region  was  exceptional.  Cape  May 
Point  recorded  1,015  Peregrines  for  the  season,  with  a single-day  record  high  count  of  298.  Another  highlight  was  the 
cooperative,  long-staying  imrn.  intermediate-morph  Swainson's  Hawk  around  Cape  May  28  Sep — 18  Oct  (JG,  CV,  m.ob.). 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  and  the  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America 
conducted  Autumn  Hawk  Watch  (AHW),  which  tracks  the  fall  migration  of  raptors  across  North  and  Central  America  (see 
Table  1 below).  Over  100-sanctioned  hawk  watch  sites  participate  in  AHW,  and  their  results  can  be  viewed  online  at 
<http://www.birdsource.org/ahw>. 


SPECIES 

EARLY  MIGRANTS 

PEAK  MIGRATION 

TOTAL 

Osprey 

1 Sep  (249) 

15  Sep— 20  Oct  (3089) 

3454 

Bald  Eagle 

5 Sep  (IBS) 

20  Sep— 31  Oct  (345) 

596 

Northern  Harrier 

5 Sep  (124) 

20  Sep— 10  Nov  (1047) 

1406 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

5 Sep (503) 

15  Sep— 10  Nov  (20,327) 

22371 

Cooper's  Hawk 

5 Sep (235) 

20  Sep— 5 Nov  (3633) 

4175 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

25  Sep  (169) 

20  Oct— 10  Nov  (393) 

851 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

25  Aug  (39) 

1 Sep — 5 Oct  (21,130) 

21339 

Golden  Eagle 

5 Oct  (34) 

25  Oct— 25  Nov  (141) 

219 

American  Kestrel 

15  Aug  (200) 

15  Sep— 15  Oct  (5706) 

6485 

Merlin 

10  Sep  (222) 

20  Sep— 15  Oct  (913) 

1480 

Peregrine  Falcon 

15  Sep  (40) 

20  Sep— 20  Oct  (1069) 

1160 

Table  1.  Migration  of  selected  hawks  through  the  Region  as  represented  by  Autumn  Hawk  Watch. The  arrival  date  repre- 
sents the  ending  date  of  a five-day  period  in  which  the  majority  of  the  watches  reported  the  species. The  peak  migration 
range  represents  the  dates  when  the  maximum  numbers  moved  through  the  Region.The  total  represents  the  total  num- 
ber of  birds  counted  for  the  season.  Numbers  in  parentheses  for  early  migrants  indicate  the  total  number  of  birds  counted 
to  the  onset  of  peak  migration,  and  for  peak  migration  indicate  the  total  number  of  birds  in  that  date  range.  Participating 
hawkwatches  included:  Cape  May  Point  (NJ),  Chestnut  Ridge  Hawk  Watch  (NY),  Franklin  Mountain  (NY),  Montclair  Hawk 
Lookout  (NJ),  Mt.  Peter  (NY).  Raccoon  Ridge  (NJ),  Scotts  Mountain  (NJ),  Sunrise  Mountain-Stokes  State  Forest  (NJ),  and 
Wildcat  Ridge  Hawkwatch  (NJ). 
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at  Montezuma  24  Sep  (Rochester  R.B.A.)  were 
the  only  non-coastal  reports.  The  only  Curlew 
Sandpiper  report  was  at  Bombay  Hook  1 1 Aug 
(MG).  Most  ad.  Bairds  Sandpipers  pass  through 
the  Region  in  early  Aug,  while  juvs.  pass  through 
between  late  Aug  and  early  Oct.  Unusual  was  an 
ad.  Baird's  Sandpiper  at  Riverhead,  Suffolk,  NY 


Oct  19  (T.  Lauro).  Three  Ruffs  were  in 
Delaware,  about  par  for  the  season. 

The  highlight  of  the  fall  shorebird  migra- 
tion was  the  influx  of  4 Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
pipers. Delawares  2nd  and  3rd  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers  were  both  at  Bombay  Hook.  The 
first  was  an  ad.  5-6  Aug  (L.  Lewis,  m.  ob.), 
and  the  2nd  was  a juv.  30  Sep — 6 Oct  (D. 
Eberly,  A.  Gonzon,  E.  Braun,  m.  ob.).  New 
York’s  2nd  was  found  at  Irondequoit  Bay,  Mon- 
roe, NY  10-12  Oct  (D.  Sherony,  m.  ob.),  and 
New  Jersey’s  first  was  a one-day  event  at  Stone 
Harbor,  Cape  May  8 Oct  (M.  Fialkovich,  R 
Hess,  PEL,  m.  ob.).  Purple  Sandpipers  arrived 
in  the  Region,  both  inland  and  coastally,  in 
late  Oct.  Two  Purple  Sandpipers  on  Cayuga  L. 
17  Nov  provided  only  the  4th  record  in  100 
years  (T.  Lenz,  MM,  m.  ob.).  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  were  prevalent  on  L.l.  and  w.  New 
Jersey  in  Sep,  with  maximum  counts  of  7 at 
Riverhead,  Suffolk , NY  10  Sep  (JF)  and  14  at 
Johnson  Sod  Farm,  Cumberland,  NJ  15  Sep 
(TR).  Phalarope  sightings  were  scattered,  with 
highlights  being  48  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at 
Broadkill  Beach,  Sussex,  DE  5 Sep  (ES),  a fine 
count  for  the  state.  Singe  Red  Phalaropes  were 
observed  at  Hamlin  Beach  6 Oct  and  14  Nov 
(WS,  m.  ob.),  Sandy  Pond,  Jefferson,  NY  2-4 
Nov  (m.  ob.),  and  Bombay  Hook  1 1 Nov  (B. 
Schreitz,  m.  ob.). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Jaegers  arrived  unusually  early  at  Hamlin 
Beach,  with  a Parasitic  Jaeger  6 Aug,  and  an  ad. 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  18  Aug  (WS,  S.  Taylor). 
Both  Parasitic  and  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  regu- 
lar off  of  L.L  and  New  Jersey  from  Sep  through 
early  Nov,  with  a maximum  peak  of  26  Para- 
sitic Jaegers  at  the  Avalon  Seawatch  2 Oct  (KB). 
The  only  report  of  skua  was  of  an  unidentified 
bird  one  km  off  Montauk  Point  14  Sep  (JP). 

The  annual  influx  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
gulls  into  the  Niagara  R.  began  around  17  Nov. 
For  Nov,  11  species  of  gull  included  the  annual 
Little,  Black-headed,  California  (3),  Thayer’s, 
Iceland,  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  plus 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  (WD,  R.  Tozer,  J.  Iron). 


Uncommon  away  from  the  coast  was  a Laugh- 
ing Gull  in  Ithaca,  Tompkins,  NY  18  Sep  (KM, 

m.  ob.).  The  first  reports  of  Little  Gull  came 
from  Hamlin  Beach,  with  3 on  5 Aug  (RS,  WS); 
the  first  coastally  were  an  imm.  at  Montauk  26 
Oct  (AG)  and  an  ad.  off  of  Sandy  Hook,  Mon- 
mouth 10  Nov  (NJ  R.B.A.).  A first-winter 

Thayer’s  Gull  was 
reported  in  offshore 
Delaware  waters  16 
Nov  (PG  et  al.),  the 
state’s  2nd.  Black- 
headed Gulls  were  first 
reported  at  Montauk 
26  Oct  (AG),  with 
other  notable  reports 
from  Indian  River  Inlet, 
DE  17  Nov  (BP)  and 
Cayuga  L.,  NY  18  Nov 
(JE,  MM).  The  only 
report  of  Sabine’s  Gull  was  in  the  rips  off  of 
Cape  May  Point  2 Sep  (MF;  no  details).  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  first  appeared  off  Cape  May 
Pt.  4 Oct  (observed  by  m.  ob.  through  25  Oct), 
and  subsequently  off  Montauk  26  Oct  (AG),  at 
Derby  Hill,  Oswego  5 Nov  (5  birds;  BP),  at  Dry- 
den  L.,  Tompkins,  NY  16  Nov  (KM),  off 
Delaware  16  Nov  (3;  PG  et  al.). 

The  annual  fall  dispersal  of  Sandwich  Terns 
was  evident  coastally,  with  the  first  report  26 
Jul  at  Cape  May  Point  (PEL),  a maximum  of  8 
at  Stone  Harbor  Inlet,  Cape  May,  NJ  5 Sep 
(KR),  and  one  at  Cupsogue,  Suffolk,  NY  10  Sep 
(A.  Baldelli). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

The  only  Snowy  Owl  was  reported  from  Pom- 
fret,  Chautauqua,  NY  26  Nov  ( fide  MMo). 
Many  observers  commented  on  the  unusually 
low  numbers  of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls, 
although  34  were  banded  in  Wethersfield, 
Wyoming,  NY  5-27  Oct  (D.  Junkin).  Common 
Nighthawk  reports  varied  across  the  Region, 
with  an  unusually  high  count  of  148  at 
Brandywine  Cr.,  New  Castle,  DE  25  Aug  (AE); 
the  flight  along  the  s.  fork  of  L.L  was  just  half 
of  last  year’s  count  of  578  0-  Clinton). 

Increased  understanding  of  hummingbird 
vagrancy  in  the  Northeast  has  led  to  more  peo- 
ple maintaining  feeders  later  in  the  year  and  to 
an  increased  awareness  of  locations  where 
plants  remain  flowering  late  in  the  season.  An 

ad.  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
remained  in  Cape  May  until  25  Dec  (RC),  and 
another  Ruby-throated,  this  one  with  a damaged 
wing,  came  to  a feeder  in  Farmingville,  NY  23- 
27  Nov  0-  Manzione,  TB).  On  19  Nov,  observers 
checking  the  flower  gardens  around  Battery 
Park,  N.Y.C.  found  a Calliope  Hummingbird 
(B.  Cacace,  TF;  m.  ob.).  The  bird  remained  until 
24  Nov  and  if  accepted  will  be  the  state’s  3rd 
(the  first  2 were  found  last  year).  Another  made 
several  brief  appearances  at  a feeder  in  Linwood, 
Atlantic , NJ  1-5  Nov  (J.  Danzenbaker),  a state 
3rd.  Mary  Gustafson,  the  active  hummingbird- 
bander  in  the  mid-Atlantic  states,  banded  an 
imm.  male  Allens  Hummingbird — Delaware’s 


2nd  Allen’s  in  five  years — in  the  Woodland 
Beach  area  of  Kent,  DE  27  Nov.  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds were  observed  in  Newark,  New  Cas- 
tle, DE  28  Aug  (D.  Frebery),  and  at  Lewes,  Sus- 
sex, DE  29  Nov  (B.  Fintel).  Finally,  at  least  5 
Selasphonis  (3  in  the  N.Y.C.  area,  2 in  New  Jer- 
sey) were  observed  at  feeders  in  Nov  (N. 
Wagerik,  TF,  M.  Broadwater). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Western  Kingbirds  were  found  at  Fort  Tilden, 
N.Y.C.,  17  & 29  Sep  (fide  SS),  Cape  May  25 
Sep  &r  28  Nov+  (D.  Hedeen,  G.  Davis),  Riis 
Park,  N.Y.C.  on  and  off  5-25  Oct  (2  birds;  TF, 
m.  ob.),  Brig.  16  Nov  (C.  Jones),  and  Staten  I., 
NY  17-30  Nov  (fide  SS).  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers were  found  at  the  Two  Mile  Beach 
unit  of  the  Cape  May  N.W.R.  16  Nov  (RC, 
PEL),  Jones  Beach  21  Nov  (JF,  m.  ob.),  Cape 
May’s  Beanery  23-28  Nov  (S.  Ziegler,  m.  ob.), 
and  at  Breezy  Point,  Kings,  NY  25  Nov  (B.  May, 
D.  Klauber).  Say’s  Phoebes  were  at  Cape  May 

While  the  balmy  weather  conditions  of  the  late 
fall  allowed  several  species  of  swallow  to  linger 
into  late  Nov — Tree  and  Rough-winged  in  particular 
but  also  a few  Barns  and  a Bank  at  Cape  May  as  late  as 
23  November  (PEL  et  al.) — the  swallow  highlight  of 
the  year  was  the  major  influx  of  Cave  Swallows. 
Though  not  an  annual  event  everywhere  in  the  Region 
by  any  means,  Cape  May  has  held  at  least  one  each 
November  since  the  first  record  there  in  1993,  and 
observers  there  have  come  to  look  for  certain  patterns 
of  weather  conducive  to  the  arrival  of  Cave  Swallows. 
On  30  October,  Lehman  sent  around  an  email  note  spec- 
ulating that  the  forecast  for  one  week  hence  could  pro- 
duce "a  major  flight"  of  the  species  to  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  continent,  should  the  forecast  be  accurate. 

It  was,  and  it  did.  The  first  Cave  Swallow  reports 
came  from  the  hawkwatch  at  Cape  May  7 November 
(PEL,  m.  ob.)  and  at  Hamlin  Beach  11  November  (K. 
Fox). The  Cave  Swallow  observed  at  Niagara  Falls16-21 
November  was  a new  species  for  that  area  (WD).  Many 
scattered  reports  of  this  vagrant  in  downstate  New 
York,  chiefly  Long  I.  and  the  New  York  City  area,  began 
1 7 November  (TF),  with  a maximum  of  3 at  Montauk  23 
November  (HM),  and  sporadic  reports  on  Long  I. 
through  26  November.  Up  to  4 Cave  Swallows  were 
observed  at  Sandy  Hook  15-19  November  (Tom  Boyie 
et  al.).  A swallow  roost  at  Cape  May  produced  28  Cave 
Swallows  23  November,  but  Lehman  and  Michael 
O'Brien  reckon  conservatively,  based  on  study  of  molt 
and  wear  of  flight  feathers,  that  no  fewer  than  40  birds 
were  present  around  Cape  May  16  November — 2 
December.  The  total  number  present  in  the  Region 
must  have  been  well  over  50,  which  surpasses  the 
strongest  flight  on  record  here,  from  November  1999. 
Of  great  interest  was  the  Cave  Swallow  found  freshly 
dead  at  Island  Beach  S.  P.,  NJ  29  November  (George 
Wenzelburger).  This  bird,  of  the  expected  southwestern 
race  pelodoma,  is  now  in  the  collection  at  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  in  Philadelphia  (*). 


Quite  rare  in  upstate  New  York,  a Least  Tern  was  found  at  Woodlawn 
Beach  State  Park  1 7 August  2002.  Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 
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21  Oct  0-  Miller)  and  Marlboro,  Monmouth, 
Nj  10  Nov  (H.  Burk)  and  represent  New  Jer- 
sey’s 10th  and  11th  records.  A Loggerhead 
Shrike,  now  a rarity  anywhere  in  the  Region, 
was  found  near  Calverton,  Suffolk,  NY  15-17 
Aug  (G.  Tudor,  B.  Cassie,  m.  oh.).  A Northern 
Shrike  in  the  Great  Swamp,  Morris,  NJ  2 Nov+ 
was  noteworthy  in  a non-invasion  year. 

The  bulk  of  the  spotted  thrush  migration, 
particularly  that  of  Gray-cheeked  and  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes,  appears  to  be  more  of  an 
inland  and  upstate  New  York  phenomenon 
than  a coastal  one.  Most  migration  for  these 
species  occurred  10  Sep — 15  Oct,  with  late 
birds  in  coastal  Long  I.  and  Cape  May  through 
30  Oct.  Several  individuals  in  upstate  New 
York  monitor  thrash  migration  by  counting 
numbers  of  nocturnal  flight  calls.  They  found 
that  major  migration  nights  were  16  Sep,  24 
Sep,  and  3 Oct,  with  the  majority  being  Swain- 
son’s  Thrashes  (SK,  KR,  C.  Tessaglia-Hymes). 

By  contrast,  warbler  migration  was  more 
evident  at  coastal  sites  than  inland.  Major 
waves  of  warblers  at  Central  Park  occurred  17 
Aug  (nine  species),  5 Sep  (19  species),  15  Sep 
(21  species),  28  Sep  (20  species),  and  6 Oct 
(14  species;  fide  DA).  While  the  n.  and  w. 
parts  of  the  Region  had  scattered  reports  of 
Orange-crowned  Warbler,  the  bulk  of  the 
reports  were  from  more  coastal  locations 
beginning  in  the  first  week  of  Oct.  An 
Audubon’s  Warbler  was  at  Mecox  Bay,  NY  20 
Nov  (P.  A.  Buckley,  JF,  G.  Fritz,  J.  Quinlan). 
The  number  of  Connecticut  Warblers 
reported  was  unusually  high;  exceptional  but 
not  unprecedentedly  early  were  reports  26 
Aug  at  Sapsucker  Woods,  Tompkins,  NY  26 
Aug  (D.  Lebbin)  and  31  Aug  at  Braddock  Bay, 
Monroe,  NY  (M.  Davids,  K.  Dalton). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  first  noted  in  late 
Sep,  peaked  in  late  Oct,  and  ceased  by  mid- 

Certainly  one  of  the  most  instructive  sightings 
of  the  season  was  a hybrid  Townsend's  x 
Hermit  Warbler  at  Jones  Beach,  On  28  Nov,  Andrew 
Block  located  a warbler  at  Jones  Beach,  LI.  that  was 
initially  thought  to  be  a juv.  male  Hermit  Warbler.  Hie 
bird  was  subsequently  seen  and  photographed  by 
many  through  1 Dec.  Digiscoped  Images  sent  to  Dr. 
Sieved  Rohwer  at  the  University  of  Washington,  an 
authority  on  the  hybridization  of  Hermit  and 
Townsend's  Warblers,  indicated  that  the  bird  was  an 
adult  female  and  surely  a hybrid.  Specifically,  the  lack 
of  shaft  streaks  on  the  greater  secondary  coverts,  the 
large  amount  of  white  on  the  tail,  and  the  faint,  nar- 
row yellow  bib  are  inconsistent  with  a pure  Hermit 
Warbler  (fide  HM).  As  the  zone  of  hybridization 
between  Hermit  and  Townsend's  Warblers  is  restricted 
to  three  rather  well-defined  areas  in  Oregon  and 
Washington,  we  can  identify  more  nearly  the  origin  of 
this  vagrant  than  we  could  have  if  if  had  been  a pure 
Hermit  or  a Townsend's  Warbler. 


Nov,  with  the  bulk  of  the  reports  coming  from 
Cape  May  and  L.I.  Interesting  is  that  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  is  very  rarely  observed  during  the 
fall  in  upstate  New  York,  where  an  uncommon 
and  irregular  breeder. 

This  year,  only  2 Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were 
reported  upstate:  one 
near  Ithaca,  Tompkins, 

NY  5 Oct  (SK)  and  one 
near  Rochester  5 Nov. 

Inasmuch  as  the  pre- 
ponderance of  fall 
records  comes  from 
coastal  locations,  the 
majority  of  upstate 
Clay-colored  Sparrows 
at  this  season  are  prob- 
ably not  Regional 
breeders.  Lark  Sparrow 
observations  show  a 
similar  pattern,  with 
ail  reports  from  coastal 
locations:  Island  Beach  State  Park,  Ocean,  NJ 
23-26  Sep  (New  jersey  R.B.A.),  multiple  sin- 
gles around  Cape  May  15  Aug — 14  Nov  (PEL, 
Cape  May  R.B.A.),  and  one  at  Jones  Beach  5 
Oct  (AG).  Lincoln’s  Sparrows,  fairly  common 
Adirondack  breeders,  were  regularly  reported 
throughout  the  Region  from  late  Sep+,  prima- 
rily in  upstate,  with  later  birds  through  mid- 
Nov,  primarily  from  Cape  May  and  Delaware; 
their  distribution  suggests  that  local  rather 
than  w.  populations  are  the  chief  source  of 
intra-Regional  migrants. 

A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow,  still  thought  to  be  a 
rare  visitor  to  Delaware  (though  reports  to  the 
south  increase),  was  seen  25  Oct  at  Bombay 
Hook  ( fide  MG).  All  three  subspecies  of  Nel- 
son’s Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  migrate  through 
the  Region.  Coastally,  it  is  possible  to  see  all 
three,  while  in  upstate  New  York,  most  Nel- 
son’s are  believed  to  be  of  the  alterus  race, 
which  breeds  along  the  Hudson  Bay.  Reports 
of  single  birds  in  upstate  New  York  came  from 
Montezuma  6 & 10  Oct  (M.  Detling,  M.  Vic- 
toria), Cuylerville,  Monroe  6 Oct  (J.  Kimball), 
and  East  Aurora,  Erie,  NY  17  Oct  (L.  Holmes). 
Top  coastal  count  was  only  of  8 at  Sandy 
Hook  9 Oct  (New  Jersey  R.B.A.),  but  an  Aca- 
dian bird  ( subvirgatus  subspecies)  was  note- 
worthy at  Riis  Park,  Kings,  NY  11  Oct  (fide 
TB).  An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  found  in 
Marlboro,  Monmouth,  NJ  10-13  Nov  (LL). 

Though  the  winter  2002-2003  was  not  an 
irruption  year  for  finches,  the  accumulated 
results  of  15  years  of  Project  Feederwatch  data, 
a joint  project  of  Bird  Studies  Canada  and  the 
Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  allow  us  to  contex- 
tualize this  season’s  status  more  clearly.  Wesley 
Hochachka  of  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of 
Ornithology  calculated  an  abundance  index  for 
each  species  based  on  the  Nov  occurrence  of 
winter  finches  in  the  Region.  This  November’s 
abundance  index  indeed  compares  poorly  with 
previous  November  indices  for  all  species. 
There  were  no  observations  of  Pine  Grosbeak 


or  Common  Redpoll  in  the  Region  (low  abun- 
dance index).  Discouragingly,  too,  the  abun- 
dance index  for  Evening  Grosbeak  was  the 
lowest  in  15  years,  further  confirming  the  dra- 
matic decline  of  this 
bird  throughout  the 
Northeast.  Pine  Siskin 
numbers  were  the  3rd 
lowest  in  15  years  and 
Purple  Finch  numbers 
the  10th  lowest.  Alter- 
natively, the  abundance 
index  for  American 
Goldfinch  was  the  3rd 
highest. 

Contributors  (subre- 
gional compilers  in 
boldface):  Deborah 

Allen  (Central  Park, 
N.Y.C.),  Robert  Andrle, 
Maurice  Barnhill,  Karl 
Bardon,  Chris  Bennett 
(Delaware),  Orhan  Birol,  Birdingonthe.net 
(http://  birdingonthe.net),  Michael  Bochnik 
(Hudson-Deiaware,  NY:  86  Empire  St., 
Yonkers,  NY  10704),  Tom  Burke  (New  York 
R.B.A.),  Judith  Cinquina,  Richard  Crossley, 
Ward  Dasey,  Willie  D’Anna,  Delaware  Birds 
Listserve  (Delaware  Birding  de-birds@ 
princeton.edu),  Andrew  Ednie  (Delaware), 
Kevin  Griffith  (Genesee  Region,  NY:  61 
Grandview  Lane,  Rochester,  NY  14612),  Jesse 
Ellis,  Tom  Fiore,  John  Fritz,  Mike  Fritz,  Gene- 
seeBirds  Listserve  (GeneseeBirds-L),  Kevin 
Griffith,  Jeff  Gordon,  Jason  Guerard,  Paul 
Guris,  Mary  Gustafson,  Andrew  Guthrie,  Bob 
Guthrie,  Meena  Haribal,  Lee  Harper  (St. 
Lawrence,  NY:  58  Old  River  Road,  Massena, 
NY  13662),  Armas  Hill  (Delaware),  Steve 
Kelling,  Bob  Kurtz,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Laurie 
Larson,  Glen  Lovelace,  Kevin  McGowan, 
Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  I.,  NY: 
P.O.  Box  3005,  Southhampton,  NY  11969), 
Bob  Meade,  Matt  Medler,  Mike  Morgante 
(Niagara  Frontier  Region,  NY:  45  Olney 
Dr.,  Amherst,  NY  14226),  New  jersey 
Birding  OERSEYBIRDS-L@Princeton.EDU), 
Northern  New  York  Birds  Listserve 
(Northern_NY_Birds@yahoogroups.com), 
Oneida  Birds  Listserve  (oneidabirds® 
maelstrom.stjohns.edu),  Bruce  Peterjohn,  John 
M.  Peterson  (Adirondack-Champlain  Region, 
NY:  Discovery  Farm,  RR  1,  Box  230,  Elizabeth- 
town, NY  12932),  Jack  Passie,  Bill  Purcell 
(Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  281  Baum  Road,  Hast- 
ings, NY  13076),  Tom  Reed,  Frank 
Rohrbacher,  Ken  Rosenberg,  Ed  Sigda,  Mike 
Smith,  Sy  Schiff  (Long  I.,  NY:  603  Mead  Ter- 
race, S.  Hempstead,  NY  11550),  Dominic 
Sherony,  Robert  Spahn,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape  May 
Bird  Observatory),  William  Symonds,  Dave 
Tetlow,  Upstate  New  York  Birding  (CAYU- 
GABiRDS-L@cornell.edu),  Chris  Vogel,  Water- 
man Bird  Club,  A1  Wollin  (AWo),  Alan  Worm- 
ington.  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk,  NY: 
269  Schneider  Rd.,  Hudson,  NY  12534).  © 


One  ef  at  least  three  immature  Brawn  Pelicans  seen  on 
Late  Ontario  this  summer,  this  bird  lingered  at  Oswego 
Harbor,  Mew  York  through  the  surprisingly  fate  date  of 
23  October  2882.  Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 


)LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  1 


35 


Middle  Atlantic 


A=  Huntley  Meadows  County  Park 
B=  Hunting  Creek 
C=  Patuxent  R.  Naval  Air  Station 
D=  Pt.  Lookout  SP 


Conowingo  Dam  & 
Susquehanna  R. 


Turkey  Pt. 
Sandy  Pt.  SP 
'astern  Neck  NWR 


Easton  Worcester 
Co. 

;\  Ocean 

VjCity 


^Virginia  Beach 
Back  Bay  NWR 


Marshall  J.  Iliff 

246  East  16th  Street,  Unit  B 
Costa  Mesa,  California  92627 
(miliff@aol.com) 


Severe  drought  and  above-average  tem- 
peratures continued  into  August  before 
being  broken  by  heavy  rain  in  early  Sep- 
tember, with  about  35  cm  falling  in  Salisbury, 
Maryland  on  1 September.  Precipitation  in 
October  and  November  was  above  average, 
finally  bringing  water  levels  back  to  normal 
over  the  coastal  areas  and  almost  normal 
inland.  Cold  fronts  were  mostly  undramatic 
but  were  regular,  with  many  good  warbler 
waves  in  the  mountains  noted,  as  well  as 
weekly  coastal  flights  observed,  especially  at 
Kiptopeke  and  Sunset  Beach  in  Virginia. 
Tropical  Storm  Gustav,  which  passed  offshore 
of  the  region  1 1 September,  and  Tropical 
Storm  Kyle,  which  did  likewise  on  1 2 Octo- 
ber, produced  no  discernable  fallouts  of  birds. 
Hurricane  Isidore,  which  trailed  into  the 
Region’s  westernmost  tip  27  September,  pro- 
duced Sooty  Terns  in  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee but  apparently  none  in  Virginia. 

Virginia  highlights  included  the  first  East 
Coast  Heermann’s  Gull,  a White-winged 
Tern,  two  Great  White  Herons,  a flock  of 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  a rare  coastal 
Common  Raven,  and  a Fork-tailed  Fly- 
catcher, while  Maryland  had  a Gray  Kingbird, 


its  second  Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  and  a 
summering  Pacific  Loon.  A major  movement 
of  late  swallows  into  the  Region  in  November 
paralleled  the  Cape  May  phenomenon  that 
has  been  seen  for  over  a decade  now  and 
brought  Maryland  its  first  Cave  Swallows 
(finally)  and  Virginia  many  more  than  it  had 
seen  previously  (though  the  species  has  been 
annual  there  since  1998). 

We  report  with  great  sadness  the  passing 
of  Eirik  A.  T.  (“Rick”)  Blom  on  11  December 
2002,  one  of  Maryland's  most  active  birders 
until  recently,  when  a protracted  illness  pre- 
vented him  from  being  afield  as  much  as  he 
had  been  for  decades.  His  presence  in  these 
pages,  and  in  the  field,  will  be  much  missed. 
Bird  Watchers  Digest  will  honor  Rick  with  a 
special  feature  in  winter  2003.  A memorial 
fund  has  been  established  in  his  memory;  to 
contribute  to  the  fund,  earmark  checks  for 
the  “Eirik  A.  T.  Blom  Memorial  Fund”  to 
Bird  Watcher’s  Digest,  P O.  Box  1 10,  Marietta, 
OH  45750. 

For  the  present  report,  Jim  Stasz  helped 
greatly  with  records  compilation,  as  usual. 
Todd  Day  helped  not  only  with  compilation 
but  also  with  significant  editorial  comments 
and  lots  of  grunt  work  in  tracking  down  data 
from  various  observers.  Many  thanks  to  both. 

Abbreviations:  Assat.  (Assateague  I.,  Worces- 
ter, MD);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay);  C.B.B.T. 
(Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s.  of 
Northampton,  VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA);  D.C.  (District  of 
Columbia);  Deal  (Deal  Island  W.M.A.,  Somer- 
set, MD);  Dulles  Wetlands  (Dulles  Greenways 
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Wetlands  Mitigation  Project,  Loudoun,  VA); 
E.S.V.N.W.R.  (Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 
N.W.R.,  Northampton,  VA);  p.  a.  (pending 
acceptance  by  state  records  committee);  Kipt. 
(Kiptopeke  S.P.,  Northampton,  VA);  Middle 
Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay  from  Maryland  line  to 
Bay  Bridge);  RL.S.P.  (Point  Lookout  S.P.,  Saint 
Mary’s,  MD);  P.R.N.A.S.  (Patuxent  River  Naval 
Air  Station,  Saint  Maty’s,  MD);  V.S.O.  (Virginia 
Society  of  Ornithology).  All  locations  can  be 
assumed  to  be  in  Maryland  except  that  each 
Virginia  location  is  mentioned  the/irsf  time  it 
is  mentioned  in  the  text. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Bad  weather  was  to  thank  for  the  unusual 
appearance  of  a Red-throated  Loon  at  Haines 
Pt.,  D.C.  16  Nov  (MB)  and  3 at  Meadow  L., 
Gairett  17  Nov  (JLS,  JBC).  The  first-summer 
Pacific  Loon  (p.  a.)  at  Clopper  L.,  Mont- 
gomery was  last  seen  1 Oct  (DCz).  Eared 
Grebes  were  at  Hurlock  W.T.P.  14-21  Sep 
(MLH,  v.  o.),  Waterview  Ave.,  Baltimore  13 
Oct  (EB),  and  RL.S.P  14  Oct  (ph.  PC).  The 
most  consistent  Regional  location  for  the 
species  is  South  Holston  L.,  Washington,  VA, 
where  at  least  4 were  present  14  Sep  (JWC) 
and  5 seen  28  Sep  (TMD,  CMS).  A juv.  Red- 
necked Grebe  at  Burke  L.,  Faitfax,  VA  11-24 
Nov  (KG,  v.  o.)  was  an  unusual  Piedmont 
sighting;  one  at  South  Holston  L.  16-17  Nov 
(JWC  et  al.)  was  even  more  uncommon  there. 
Surprisingly,  none  were  reported  from  coastal 
areas.  The  7 Sep  pelagic  trip  from  Virginia 
Beach,  VA,  recorded  9 Cory’s  and  32 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  and  258  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  (BP  et  al.).  Twenty  Greater 
Shearwaters  were  in  Maryland  waters  on  the 

16  Nov  pelagic  from  Lewes,  DE  (MG  et  al); 
the  species  does  not  always  linger  here  into 
Nov.  Three  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  were  seen 
from  the  Pt.  Lookout — Smith  Island  Ferry  8 
Aug  (JLS,  MH);  another  3 from  the  same 
route  on  13  Aug  (MC)  were  probably  the  lat- 
est Middle  Bay  records.  The  species  ceases  to 
be  seen  daily  at  Cape  Charles,  Northampton, 
VA,  where  it  is  common  in  Jun  and  Jul, 
around  10-15  Aug  (ESB). 

Northern  Gannets  staged  a significant 
Middle  Bay  incursion  beginning  with  4 on  5 
Nov  (PC)  at  RL.S.P.  and  peaking  at  300  at 
Lowes  Wharf,  Talbot  11  Nov  (LR).  American 
White  Pelicans  appeared  in  Maryland  at  Deal 

17  Aug  (p.  a.  HH,  vt.  JLS,  v.  o.),  relocated  26- 
29  Aug  (C&DB,  J.  Byrnes),  and  the  Belle 
Haven/Hunting  Cr.  area,  where  2 birds  pres- 
ent 9-12  Oct  (FA,  m.  ob.)  crossed  from  Maty- 
land’s  Ptince  George’s  to  Alexandria  and  Fair- 
fax, VA.  Others  were  seen  29  Oct  at 
Lynnhaven  Inlet,  Virginia  Beach  (Jane 
Beavers)  and  1 Nov  at  Cape  Charles  town, 
Northampton  (WTP).  Two  Great  Cormorants 

at  the  C.B.B.T.  25  Aug — 17  Sep  (RH,  v.  o.)  i 
may  have  oversummered,  as  Turner  saw  2 
there  4 Jul.  No  Great  Cormorants  were  far  out 
of  place,  but  sightings  in  Hatford,  Prince 
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George’s , Westmoreland , VA,  and  at  Allens 
Fresh,  Charles  23  Nov  (JLS)  suggest  that  the 
species  may  continue  to  push  its  Bay  limits. 

Two  Great  White  Herons  visited  the 
Region,  presumably  different  birds.  The  first 
was  at  South  Holston  L,  Washington  7-29 
Aug  (tJWC,  Chris  O’Bryan  et  al),  the  other 
an  ad.  at  Briery  Creek  L.,  Prince  Edward,  VA  4 
Sep — 14  Oct  (ph.,  vt.,  tCMS,  m.  ob.).  In 
addition  to  the  sole  Maryland  record  26-30 
Sep  2001,  the  Region  has  prior  records  from 
South  Holston  L.  on  15-19  Oct  1990  (ph.  R. 
Knight),  29-31  Aug  1991,  and  25  Aug  1994; 
all  three  could  pertain  to  a single  returning 
bird.  The  only  other  state  record  is  from  Bote- 
tourt (1-4  Jun  1976).  Late  herons  included  a 
Green  Heron  9 Nov  at  Fisherman  I.  (HFD, 
LL)  and  a Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  at 
E.S.V.N.W.R.  8 Nov  (TMD).  A count  of  77 
Great  Egrets  at  Belle  Haven  9 Oct  (FA) 
seemed  a good  number  for  n.  Virginia.  A 
Snowy  Egret  at  New  Windsor  24  Sep  was  late 
and  rare  for  inland  Carroll , as  were  2 imm. 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  at  Piney  Run  28 
Nov  (both  RFR).  An  imm.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  at  Farinville,  VA  on  the  Appo- 
mattox R.  was  locally  rare  2 Oct  (SWH,  ph. 
ESB).  An  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  at 
Youghiogheny  Res.  was  very  rare  for  Garrett 
10-16  Aug  (]LS,  JBC).  Continuing  the  sum- 
mer’s mini-invasion,  single  imm.  White  Ibis 
were  noted  at  Kenilworth  Aquatic  Gardens, 

D. C.  6 Aug  (GM,  BC)  and  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arun- 
del 7 Aug  (DBy),  and  while  they  are  regular  in 
numbers  all  season  at  Fisherman  I.  and 

E. S.V.N.W.R.,  one  at  Chine.  9 Nov  (GW)  was 
out  of  place  there.  Inland  Glossy  Ibis  were 
found  at  Huntley  Meadows,  Fairfax,  VA  12 
Oct  (Leni  Friedman)  and  Staunton  River  S.P., 
Halifax  18  Aug  0-  Blalock). 

An  unmarked  Trumpeter  Swan  in  the 
vicinity  of  Winchester,  VA  from  the  summer 
through  at  least  Sep  (William  Leigh)  may 
foreshadow  this  species’  upcoming  feral  sta- 
tus in  the  Region,  which  some  seers  have  pre- 
dicted. A small  imm.  white-morph  goose 
carefully  studied  and  described  8 Nov  (tSCR) 
near  Marshall,  Fauquier,  VA  was  thought  to 
be  a hybrid  Ross’s  x Snow  Goose;  although  its 
size  and  structure  was  almost  identical  to 
Ross’s,  it  had  a small  grin  patch  and  a slightly 
curved  bill-face  juncture.  Such  hybrid  birds 
do  occur  regularly  and  should  be  cause  for 
extreme  caution  in  identifying  Ross’s  Geese, 
especially  away  from  its  regular  range  in  the 
Region  (amid  large  Snow  Goose  flocks  near 
the  coast).  Another  hybrid  was  noted  at  Great 
Oak  Pond,  Kent  6 Oct  (WGE),  where  an  ad. 
Ross’s  Goose  5 Oct  (WGE)  provided  a record- 
early  date  for  Maryland  by  10  days  and  a 3rd 
Kent  record.  Other  Ross’s  seen  here  included 
one  18  Oct  (WGE),  2 on  20  Oct  (WGE),  2 ad. 
and  one  imm.  25  Oct  (WGE  et  al.),  and  one 
24  Nov  (JLS).  Regionwide,  there  were  regular 
reports  of  other  Ross’s  from  Coastal  Plain 


locations,  especially  Chine,  and  including  2 
at  Craney  12  Nov+  (DC),  new  for  that  loca- 
tion, and  also  of  small-race  Canada  Geese, 
most  probably  representing  hutchinsii.  A 
reported  Barnacle  Goose  at  L.  Anna,  Orange 
30  Aug+  appears  to  have  been  a Canada  x 
Barnacle  Goose  hybrid,  which  can  look  very 
similar  to  Barnacle 
Fauquier,  VA  ad. 

Goose  returned  9 
Oct  (SH),  and  an 
imm.  was  found 
23  Oct  in  the 
same  county  (SH). 

Inland  Brant  were 
at  Haines  Pt.,  D.C. 

24-26  Oct  0-  Fel- 
ley,  v.  o.),  Ft. 

McHenry,  Balti- 
more City  26-28 
Oct  (JP),  and 
Mason  Neck  S.P., 

Fairfax,  VA  7-17 
Nov  (L.  Markoff, 
v.  o.). 

Five  Black-bel- 
lied Whistling- 
Ducks  were  stud- 
ied as  they  flew 
northeastward 
along  the  bank  of 
the  Nansemond  R. 
at  Eclipse,  Suffolk, 

VA  10  Aug  (LW). 

There  are  only 
about  three  other 
Virginia  reports, 
including  one  specimen.  Large  single-site 
counts  of  Gadwall  are  not  common  of  late  in 
the  Region,  so  500  at  Havre  de  Grace  20  Oct 
(JLS,  EBo)  was  a noteworthy  number. 
Eurasian  Wigeon  appeared  at  Chine.  7 Oct 
(TMD),  Fauquier,  VA  9 Oct  (SH),  and  Matta- 
woman  W.M.A.  29  Nov+  (GMJ,  v.  o.)  for  one 
of  few  Charles  records.  An  early  male  Red- 
head was  at  Piney  Run  6 Oct  (RFR).  Surf 
Scoters  were  seen  inland  at  Liberty  L.,  Balti- 
more, with  3 on  22  Oct  (RFR),  and  in 
Augusta,  VA,  with  2 at  Swoope  30  Oct  and 
one  to  2 nearby  30  Oct — 24  Nov  (AL).  An 
odd  male  Aythya  seen  20  Oct  at  Perryman, 
Cecil  was  thought  to  be  a Lesser  Scaup  x 
Ring-necked  Duck:  it  looked  most  like  a 
Lesser  Scaup  but  had  a bill  shape  and  pattern 
more  like  Ring-necked  Duck  (JLS,  EBo).  A 
male  Harlequin  Duck  was  at  PL.S.P  11  Nov+ 
(Jason  Waanders,  Phillip  Kline,  m.  ob.). 
Groups  of  8 and  6 Black  Scoters  along  the 
Susquehanna  R.,  Haiford  2 Nov  (MH,  JLS) 
were  county  rarities.  A White-winged  Scoter 
at  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent  31  Aug  (RFR) 
was  unusual  summering  in  the  n.  Bay,  and  up 
to  2 at  Hurlock  W.T.R  19-22  Oct  (GL,  Kye 
Jenkins,  FS)  were  the  first  inland  Eastern 
Shore  records  of  the  species.  An  imm.  Black 


Scoter  was  rare  inland  at  Seneca,  Montgomery 
31  Oct  (DCz),  while  a female  Common  Mer- 
ganser at  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worcester  29  Nov 
(MH,  ZB)  was  rare  for  the  coast. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  GULLS 

An  imm.  Mississippi  Kite  at  E.S.VN.W.R.  1 Sep 
(JRu)  was  among  few  fall  records  for  the  Del- 
marva  peninsula,  and  another  7 Oct  (Peggy 
Spiegel)  at  Wise  Pt. 
during  the  local 
birding  festival  was 
unusually  late. 
Other  single  Missis- 
sippis  were  noted  at 
the  Candler  Mt. 
hawkwatch  16  & 23 
Sep  (Gene  Sattler) 
and  Rockfish  Gap  2 
Sep  (BT).  The 
Fauquier  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  contin- 
ued to  be  seen 
through  11  Aug  at 
the  Marriott  ranch 
(v.  o.,  vt.  CMS,  ph. 
TMD).  After  several 
slow  years,  this  was 
a very  good  year  for 
Swainson’s  Hawks  at 
Kipt.  Reports  at  the 
hawkwatch  included 
imm.  light  morphs  7 
Oct  (HTA,  RLAn, 
TMD)  & 12  Oct 
(ZS,  HTA,  RLAn),  a 
juv.  light  morph  3 
Nov  (ESB,  BLS,  TMD,  GLA,  ZS  et  al.),  and  a 
second-year  light  morph  23  Nov  (ZS,  m.  ob.), 
the  latter  a late  record  for  the  hawkwatch. 
Presumably  this  same  second-year  bird  was 
seen  24  Nov  at  E.S.VN.W.R.  (ph.  ESB)  and 
Custis  Tomb  (ZS)  and  26  Nov  at  E.S.VN.W.R. 
(BT  et  al.). 

In  addition  to  one  at  South  Holston  L.  10- 
11  Nov  QWC,  R.  Cross  et  al.),  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  seen  passing  Kipt.  8 & 13  Oct 
(ZS  et  al.).  One  at  Locustville,  Accomack,  VA 
14  Oct  (G.Reiger,  fide  HTA)  was  presumably 
a different  bird.  A King  Rail  at  Manassas  Bat- 
tlefield, Prince  William,  VA  21-25  Aug  (LC) 
was  not  at  a breeding  location  and  was  prob- 
ably a migrant.  A Common  Moorhen  at 
Kenilworth  Aquatic  Gardens  was  rare  for 
D.C.  and  late  9 Nov  (RH);  another  persisted 
on  a pond  at  Eyre  Hall,  Northampton  5-7  Oct 
(DLH,  m.  ob.),  and  up  to  2 were  at  Dyke 
Marsh,  Faiifax,  VA  15-29  Sep  (Bob  Beard,  SH, 
KG  et  al.),  the  only  2002  reports  for  the 
species  in  the  state  away  from  Back  Bay, 
where  several  birds  summered. 

In  Maryland,  shorebirding  was  eventful. 
Regular  surveys  of  the  limited  access  dredge 
spoil  impoundment  complex  at  Poplar  L,  Tal- 
bot were  undertaken  for  the  first  time  this  fall 


Goose  (G.  Harris).  The 
Greater  White-fronted 


Out-of-range  records  of  Great  White  Heron  (currently  considered 
a white  morph  of  Great  Blue  Heron)  continue  to  increase  in  the 
East,  where  reports  from  interior  areas  outnumber  coastal 
reports,  perhaps  because  white  ardeids  away  from  the  coast  are 
more  carefully  scrutinized.  This  bird  was  Virginia's  fifth  at  Briery 
Creek  Lake,  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia  4 September  (here) 
through  14  October  2002.  Photograph  by  C.  Michael  Stinson. 
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by  Reese.  Shorebird  habitat  was  good  there 
this  fall,  and  highlights  included:  2 American 
Avocets  ( Talbot’s  2nd  record)  14  Sep — 7 Oct;  2 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  (and  1518  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls)  14  Sep;  471  Sanderlings 
and  one  Wilsons  Phalarope  25  Sep;  265 
Sanderlings,  285  Least  Sandpipers,  and  one 
Red-necked  Phalarope  7 Oct; 
and  98  Sanderling  and  53  Pur- 
ple Sandpipers  15  Nov.  The  last 
count  confirms  the  suspicion 
from  a trip  last  year  that  the 
new  rip-rap  there  has  become 
the  regular  wintering  site  of  the 
only  large  flock  of  Purples  ever 
known  from  the  Middle  Bay. 

Carroll  highlights  came 
from  Liberty  L.,  where  there 
were  2 Baird’s  25  Aug,  2 
White-rumped  1 Sep,  and  8 
Dunlin  3 Nov,  and  from  Piney 
Run,  where  a juv.  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  was  unusual  21  Sep 
(all  RFR).  Among  17  shore- 
birds  found  this  fall  at  the 
Hampshire  Road  Turf  Farm, 

Wicomico  were  one  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  7 Sep,  plus  2 Stilt  Sandpipers  and  a 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  3 Sep  (SHD).  A new 
location  was  Great  Oak  Pond,  near  Melitota, 
Kent , where  a high  count  of  55  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers was  made  24  Aug  (WGE),  a Wilson’s 
Phalarope  turned  up  on  4 Oct  (tWGE),  and 
an  ad.  male  American  Avocet  put  in  an 
appearance  14  Sep  (HM,  WGE),  the  latter  a 
first  for  Kent.  Another  avocet  was  unusual  at 
Deal  2 Sep  (C&DB).  A Hudsonian  Godwit  at 
Chesapeake  Farms  25  Oct  (tWGE  et  al.)  was 
a rarity  for  Kent,  as  was  a Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher at  Tanyard  for  Caroline  8 Nov  (JLS  et 
al.).  A Marbled  Godwit  at  RL.S.P.  represented 
an  overdue  first  for  Saint  Marys  25-29  Aug 
(MC,  PC,  v.  o.).  A Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
was  unusual  for  Worcester  at  Rum  Pointe  Golf 
Course  6 Sep  (C&DB).  Two  juv.  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers at  PR.N.A.S.  4 Sep  (KR)  are  among  few 
Saint  Mary’s  records,  as  was  one  (or  more)  on 
three  dates  at  Youghiogheny  Res.  21  Aug — 7 
Sep  (JBC,  JLS,  MH).  Two  Stilt  Sandpipers  at 
Bullfrog  Road  Pond,  Frederick  6 Sep  (]LS, 
MH)  were  the  only  ones  reported  away  from 
the  coast  in  Maryland.  A 10  Nov  Spotted 
Sandpiper  at  Hurlock  W.T.P  was  late  (JBC). 
Notable  Maryland  phalaropes  were  a Red- 
necked at  Ridgely  W.T.P  20  Sep  (vt.  JLS)  and 
single  Wilson’s  at  Easton  W.T.P,  Talbot  17 
Aug  (JR),  Hurlock  W.T.P  17  Aug  (D.  Powell), 
Triadelphia  Res.,  Montgomery  9 Sep  (Rick 
Sussman),  and  Pickering  Cr.,  Talbot  14-15 
Oct  (LR  et  al.). 

Virginia’s  shorebirding  season  played  out 
similarly,  with  numerous  records  of  note.  A 
most  “alarming  encounter”  was  had  by  Brink- 
ley  on  the  C.B.B.T.,  when  a small  curlew, 
“intermediate  in  size  and  general  appearance 


between  Upland  Sandpiper  and  Whimbrel” 
dew  past  his  vantage  over  the  third  island. 
The  bird  was  studied  in  flight  only,  for  under 
a minute,  but  at  relatively  close  range  (30-40 
m)  and  showed  clear  “straw-colored”  under- 
wing coverts,  which  would  appear  to  rule  out 
Eskimo  Curlew.  The  possibility  that  a Little 


Curlew  has  occurred  in  the  Region  is  tanta- 
lizing, but  owing  to  the  brevity  of  the 
encounter,  the  rarity  of  the  species,  and  the 
absence  of  fellow  observers,  he  elected  to 
leave  the  bird  unidentified.  A thorough 
search  of  the  s.  tip  of  the  peninsula  and  Fish- 
erman I.  did  not  turn  up  the  bird. 

At  Cape  Charles  town,  2 American  Avocets 
frequented  drying  Crystal  L.  27-30  Aug  (ESB, 
TS,  SWH,  BW,  MAB  et  al);  17  other  shorebird 
species  were  recorded  there.  Hudsonian  God- 
wits  were  limited  to  singles,  as  has  become 
the  case  in  recent  years,  at  Chine.  7 Oct 
(TMD)  and  Oyster,  Northampton  9 Nov 
(ESB).  A Curlew  Sandpiper  remained  at 
Chine,  through  2 Aug  ( fide  TMD).  The  only 
inland  Stilt  Sandpipers  away  from  Hunting 
Cr.  were  singles  at  the  Loudoun  Sod  Farm,  VA 
29  Aug  (TMD,  SH)  and  Loudoun  County 
Parkway,  VA  10  Sep  (A.  Rabin).  Single  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  were  at  Roanoake  WT.P.  31  Aug 
(Brian  Kane)  and  12  Oct  (Tad  Finnell),  and 
there  were  widespread  reports  from  n.  Vir- 
ginia, but  only  2 were  recorded  on  the  outer 
coast,  at  Cape  Charles  and  Back  Bay.  All  were 
juvs.,  as  expected.  Hunting  Cr.,  Alexandria 
and  Fairfax  finds  were  a Red  Knot  15-29  Aug 
(GM,  v.  o.),  a Sanderling  17-23  Aug  (Paula 


Sullivan,  v.  o.),  with  6 there  31  Aug  (RH),  and 
a Long-billed  Dowitcher  11  Nov  (KG); 
another  Long-billed  dropped  in  at  Huntley 
Meadows  28  Oct  (Fred  Bogar).  High  counts 
of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  from  Hunting  Cr. 
included  3 on  15  Aug  (GM)  and  4 from  21-28 
Aug  (KG,  v.  o.),  with  < 2 present  11-31  Aug 
(RH,  v.  o.).  A Red-necked 
Phalarope  at  Smiths,  Swoope  30 
Oct  (AL)  was  the  2nd  fall  record 
for  Augusta. 

Also  in  Virginia,  Rottenborn’s 
careful  checks  of  the  Woodward 
Turf  Farm  near  Remington  pro- 
duced five  new  county  records, 
partly  because  the  turf  farm 
straddles  the  Fauquier/Culpeper 
line:  single  juv.  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers 31  Aug  and  13  Sep,  new 
for  both  counties;  a Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  5 Sep,  with  2 
present  7-13  Sep,  new  for  both 
counties;  and  a juv.  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  31  Aug,  which  stayed 
only  in  Culpeper  but  did  provide 
a county  first.  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  seen  there  at  least 
30  Aug — 14  Sep,  with  a peak  of  24  on  31 
Aug,  and  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  noted  as 
well,  with  7 on  10  Sep  and  one  13-14  Sep  (all 
SCR).  Numbers  of  American  Golden-Plovers 
were  widespread  this  year  in  Virginia,  with 
reports  of  small  numbers  30  Aug — 12  Oct  at 
the  Roanoke  S.T.P,  Swoope  and  Stuarts  Draft 
in  Augusta , and  a Loudoun  sod  farm. 

Jaegers  on  the  7 Sep  pelagic  off  Virginia 
Beach  numbered  4 Pomarine  and  minimally  7 
Long-tailed  Jaegers  (BP  et  al.),  the  latter  a 
record  Regional  high  count  of  this  thinly-dis- 
tributed offshore  migrant.  An  ad.  Black- 
headed Gull  at  Hurlock  W.T.P.  16  Sep — 22 
Oct  (C&DB,  m.  ob.,  vt.  JLS)  improved  on  the 
state’s  15  Oct  early  date  (from  last  year)  and 
likely  represented  a returning  individual. 
None  were  observed  in  Virginia.  Little  Gulls 
were  scarce,  with  the  only  reports  being  an 
ad.  at  Lapidum,  Harford  2 Nov  (MH,  JLS),  an 
ad.  at  Kipt.  30  Nov  (B.  Abrams),  and  2 at 
P.L.S.P.  18  Nov  (MC)  for  a Saint  Mary’s  2nd. 
Franklin’s  Gulls  (all  first-winter  birds) 
included  a Talbot  first  at  Easton  W.T.P  6 Oct 
(JLS),  one  at  Tydings  I.,  Harford  6 Oct  (MH), 
and  one  at  Sandy  Point  S.P.,  Anne  Anmdel  8 
Nov  (JLS);  Virginia  had  no  reports.  Very 
unusual  for  the  Virginia  barrier  islands  and 


r A The  most  remarkable  rarity  of  the  season  was  the  juv.  Heermann's  Gull  found  at  Craney  30  Aug  by  Clark  (t, 
3 M ph.).  It  was  seen  and  photographed  by  multiple  observers  that  day  (vt.  RLAk,  MAB,  BW,  ph.  ESB,  vt.  LW)  and 
the  next  (RLAn,  DLH,  AW,  ph.TMD),  but  was  not  seen  thereafter.  This  species  has  a limited  record  of  vagrancy  in  the 
interior  U.S.A.  Away  from  interior  California  and  Nevada,  where  there  are  multiple  records,  are  two  records  from 
Texas,  one  record  from  Wyoming,  and  the  following  eastern  records:  one  third-year  bird  at  Metro  Beach,  Metropark, 
Ml,  Aug  1979 — Nov  1981  (with  presumably  the  same  bird  seen  at  Lorain,  OH,  12  Feb — 12  Mar  1980  and  20  Dec 
1980 — Feb  1981);  one  first-winter  bird  at  Toronto,  ON,  Nov  1999 — 23  Sep  2000;  and  one  at  Ft.  De  Soto,  FL,  24  Oct 
2000 — Mar  2002-f  .The  Virginia  individual  thus  represents  the  first  for  the  Atlantic  Coast. 


A rare  visitor  to  the  East,  this  juvenile  Heermann's  Gull  turned  up  for  two  days  at  Craney  island, 
Portsmouth,  Virginia  30  (here)  and  31  August  2002.  Photograph  by  Edwards.  Brinkley. 
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Q A If  banding  of  hummingbirds  were  not  remarkable  enough  by  virtue  of  the  unexpected  records  of  vagrants  it 
J il  has  produced  (e.  g.,  Allen's  Hummingbirds  confirmed  in  a half-dozen  eastern  states,  etc.),  then  consider  this 
showstopper:  a Rufous  Hummingbird  banded  29  Nov  2001  (MG)  in  Chesterfield,  VA  was  recaptured  1 Aug  2002  in 
Red  Lodge,  Montana.  And  the  bird  returned  to  Chesterfield  11  Nov  2002,  where  it  was  captured  again  to  confirm  its 
identity!  Keep  those  feeders  up  all  winter  and  let's  see  what  else  we  learn;  and  please,  allow  those  banders  to  visit 
and  to  make  future  revelations  like  this  one.  If  you  have  a hummingbird  of  any  species  after  31  Oct,  or  a non-Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  at  any  time,  contact  Mary  Gustafson  (iive4birds@aol.com)  to  inquire  about  banding  in  this 
Region  and  in  Delaware. 

Other  Selasphorus  may  have  successfully  wintered  last  year,  as  a single  noted  at  Springfield,  Fairfax,  VA  25  Nov-t- 
(M.  Plimpton,  KG)  was  at  a location  that  had  had  one  in  fall  2000,  and  another  at  a James  City  County  residence,  VA 
5 Nov+  (fide  Brian  Taber)  bore  a band;  2 Rufous  Hummingbirds  had  been  banded  at  this  location  last  fall.  Other 
female/imm.  Setop/torus  hummingbirds,  not  identified  to  species,  included  singles  at  E.S.V.N.W.R.27  Aug — 9 Sep 
(JRu,m.ob.)  and  Sunset  Beach,  Northampton  5 Sep  (TMD).  Identified,  banded  Rufous  included:  an  imm.male  Rufous 
in  Arlington,  VA  17  Nov+  (Haji  Warf,  banded  30  Nov  by  MG,  ph.);  an  imm.  female  Rufous  near  Bristol,  Washington 
Aug — 23  Nov  (fide  JWC,  banded);  an  ad.  male  in  Russell,  VA  26  Nov+  (B.  Montgomery,  fide  JWC);  and  3 in  Rocking- 
ham, VA:  at  Montezuma  9 Oct — 14  Nov  (Don  & Lydia  Rhodes,  Mike  Shank  et  al.),  Grottoes  20  Oct — 23  Nov  (Phyllis 
Rinaca,  Lucille  Weber),  and  Massanetta  Springs  near  Harrisonburg  1 5 Oct — 23  Nov  (Sam  & Lillie  Ann  Flora;  all  fide 
John  Irvine).  In  Maryland,  an  imm.  female  was  at  Amberly  at  least  23-24  Nov  (banded  by  MG),  the  first  Anne  Arun- 
del record  of  a Selasphorus.  More  to  follow  in  the  winter  report! 


Chesapeake  Bay  mouth  this  Aug — Dec  were 
large  numbers  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  in  early 
juvenal  plumage;  though  frequently  seen  just 
to  the  n.,  birds  in  this  plumage  are  unusual  in 
the  s.  portion  of  the  Region  (ESB,  TMD  et 
al).  A first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  appeared 
behind  the  boat  in  Maryland  waters  on  the  16 
Nov  pelagic  trip  (MG  et  al.);  there  are  only  a 
few  pelagic-zone  records  for  Maryland.  The 
Maryland  Kelp  Gull  continued  through  the 
season  (v.  o.).  Migration  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  through  the  Region  is  not 
always  obvious  but  probably  occurs  primarily 
from  mid-Oct  to  mid-Nov.  Eleven  at  the 
Prince  William , VA  landfill  9 Nov  (SCR)  prob- 
ably involved  a number  of  migrants;  3 there 
30  Nov  (SCR,  KG)  was  closer  to  a typical 
winter  count  for  such  a site.  Somewhat  enig- 
matic is  the  species’  appearance  in  some 
numbers  on  the  Virginia  coast  much  earlier. 
Single-site  September  counts  such 
as  6 at  Little  Island  City  Park,  Vir- 
ginia Beach  14  Sep  (ESB  et  al.)  are 
becoming  the  norm  between  Fort 
Story,  Sandbridge,  and  the  Outer 
Banks  of  North  Carolina.  Whether 
these  are  failed  breeders,  nonbreed- 
ers, or  summering  individuals  (or 
all  three)  is  not  known.  Adults 
depart  Iceland  in  Sep,  before  the 
young  birds,  and  it  is  possible  that 
some  outer  coastal  birds  represent 
the  first  wave  of  migrants  from 
breeding  areas.  A first-winter  Ice- 
land Gull  at  Beulah  Landfill,  Dorch- 
ester 29  Nov  (MH,  ZB)  was  one  of 
the  earlier  state  records;  none  were 
reported  in  Virginia. 

A Royal  Tern  at  PL.S.E  26  Nov  (HH)  was 
notably  late,  and  there  were  sightings  on  the 
upper  Potomac  R.  in  Prince  George’s  (where 
rare)  at  Jones  Pt.,  very  near  D C.,  with  one  16 
Sep  (BC)  and  at  Truman  Pt.,  where  there  were 


3 on  19  Oct  (D.  Mozurkewich).  A Sandwich 
Tern  was  at  RL.S.R  8 Aug  (JLS,  MH),  while  30 
on  Assat.  17  Aug  (JLS,  HH)  was  the  state’s  2nd 
best  count;  numbers  have  been  exceptionally 
high  in  the  past  few  years.  Any  tern  in  rare  in 
the  Appalachians,  thus  single  Forster’s  Terns 
at  McCunes,  Fisherville  29  Aug  and  27  Sep 
(AL)  were  just  the  3rd  and  4th  fall  records  for 
well-watched  Augusta,  VA.  A sensation  was 
the  second-year  or  ad.  White-winged  Tern  in 
basic  plumage  among  7-8  Black  Terns  in  Swan 
Cove  at  Chine.  6-9  Sep  (tESB,  WTP,  nr.  ob.), 
found  on  the  first  day  of  the  V.S.O.’s  annual 
field  trip  to  the  refuge.  This  species  has  been 
recorded  minimally  six  times  previously  at 
Chincoteague,  but  there  have  been  no  reports 
since  1980.  The  previous  records  from  1963, 
1964,  1965,  1974,  1975  (2  birds),  and  1980 
probably  involved  at  least  4 different  individ- 
uals. The  Bridled  Tern  count  for  the  7 Sep 


pelagic  trip  was  a conservative  128,  which 
shattered  the  previous  state  record  high  count 
of  48  (BP  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Philbrook  Rd., 


Chesterfield,  VA  17  Nov  (tB.  Tarter)  was  on  a 
typical  date,  though  less  expected  inland.  A 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  at  Bayside  Camp- 
ground, Assat.  13  Oct  (p.  a.  MH,  vt.  JLS)  pro- 
vided Maryland’s  2nd  acceptable  record  and  a 
first  for  Worcester  (the  county’s  375th 
species).  One  seen  at  Marriott  Ranch, 
Fauquier,  VA  12  Aug  (Ken  Hinkle,  Brad  Men- 
ning,  Leonard  Teuber)  was  from  a new  Vir- 
ginia location  but  was  not  described;  it  is  still 
important  to  document  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves  at  new  locales  to  separate  them  from 
the  similar  Ringed  Turtle-Dove.  The  s. 
Northampton,  VA  birds,  still  the  only  known 
breeding  population  in  the  Region,  numbered 
at  least  4 and  possibly  6 at  various  locations 
s.  of  Cape  Charles  through  early  Oct  (m.  ob.). 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  banding  opera- 
tions (Rockingham,  VA;  Lynchburg,  VA;  Kipt.; 
Lamb’s  Knoll,  Frederick',  Adkins  Arboretum, 
Caroline)  had  what  might  be  considered  an 
average  fall.  The  large  station  at  Kipt.  ran  from 
26  Oct  through  15  Dec  and  caught  137  birds, 
peaking  with  18  on  13  Nov.  This  station  was 
begun  in  the  fall  of  1994  by  the  Center  for 
Conservation  Biology.  During  the  nine-year 
study,  about  2,437  owls  have  been  banded  and 
more  than  90  foreign  retraps  and  returns 
recorded.  The  Center’s  three  trapping  sites, 
open  nightly  from  dusk  until  dawn  from  mid- 
Oct  through  mid-Dec,  consist  of  six  mist  nets 
and  a continuous-loop  audio-lure.  In  2002, 
the  stations’  capture  rate  was  2.2  owls/night  or 
1.88  owls/100  net-hours  (compare  2001’s 
numbers  of  5.7  owls/night  or  2.8  owls/100 
net-hrs).  The  age  ratio  of  birds  captured  was 
42%  hatching-year  birds  compared  to  58% 
after-hatching-year  birds  (compare  2001’s 
data:  79%  HY  and  21%  AHY  birds).  The  cap- 
ture rate  for  2002  is  thus  closer  to  the  non- 
invasion years  of  1994,  1996,  1997,  1998, 
and  2000  than  to  the  invasion  years  of  1995 
and  1999;  the  age  ratio 
observed,  with  older  birds 
outnumbering  birds  of  the 
year,  is  not  consistent  with 
invasion  years.  Thanks  to 
Fletcher  Smith  and  Bart 
Paxton  for  this  summary. 

The  peak  Common 
Nighthawk  flight  at  Rock- 
fish  Gap  was  1036  on  4 Sep 
(BT);  this  species  is  a signif- 
icantly more  common 
migrant  down  the  ridges 
than  on  the  coast,  although 
flights  of  a few  hundred 
were  observed  in  s. 
Northampton  in  mid-Sep.  A 
late  nighthawk  at  Jug  Bay  11  Nov  (DBy)  was 
late  enough  that  careful  identification  to 
species  would  be  important.  Chimney  Swifts 
are  exceptional  into  Nov,  so  40  at  Little  Falls 
on  the  Potomac  R.,  Montgomery  4 Nov  (DCz) 
and  8 continuing  the  next  day  (DCz)  were 


This  swallow's  white  face,  symmetrical  on  both  sides,  recalls  Violet-green's  but  for  the  lores.  Though  a 
bit  more  delicate  than  the  Tree  Swallows  it  accompanied  24  November  2002  at  Townsend,  Northamp- 
ton County,  Virginia,  its  structure  and  pigmentation  suggested  either  an  oddly  leucistic  Tree  Swallow 
or  possibly  a hybrid  Tree  x Violet-green  Swallow.  Photograph  by  Edwards.  Brinkley. 
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surprising.  A rather  late  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  was  at  Kipt.  8-10  Nov  (GLA  et  al.,  v. 
o.),  though  Nov  records  of  both  cuckoos  have 
a long  history  in  the  literature  of  this  area. 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  are  significantly 
more  common  fall  migrants  inland  than  on 
the  coast;  of  20+  reports  this  year  (a  high 
number),  the  only  coastal  birds  were  at 
Chine.  7 Sep  (V.S.O.;  HFD,  LL  et  al.)  and  9 
Sep  ( fide  ESB)  and  E.S.V.N.W.R.  6 Sep  (A. 
Martin,  C.  Studholnre).  The  Regions  6th  and 
Virginias  4th  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  a 
remarkable  Appalachian  ad.  at  Coursey 
Springs  Fish  Hatchery,  Bath,  VA  28  Sep  (p.  a. 
Evelyn  Smith,  tLisa  Hamilton,  ph.  BT).  A 
Gray  Kingbird  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arundel  24 
Sep  (DBy,  m.  ob.,  ph.  A.  Ripley,  ph.  MH)  was 
Maryland’s  5th,  Anne  Arundel s 2nd,  and  the 
first  state  record  for  fall  (although  Sep — Nov 
is  the  major  peak  along  the  Northeast  coast). 
Other  state  records  have  been  from  May,  Jun, 
and  Jul  (2).  At  least  8 Western  Kingbirds  in 
Northampton , VA  6 Sep — 11  Nov  constituted 
a good  total  and  were  the  only  ones  reported 
this  season;  Cape  May,  NJ,  by  contrast, 
recorded  just  2.  Eastern  Kingbirds  often  have 
impressive  flights  in  s.  Northampton ; 700  at 


E.S.V.N.W.R.  30  Aug  (ESB)  and  518  passing 
Sunset  Beach  31  Aug  (HTA)  were  typical 
dates  and  counts  for  the  peak  flight.  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  at  Waynesboro,  Augusta  was  the 
2nd  local  record  for  the  late  fall  24  Nov 
(Robert  Plank).  A Loggerhead  Shrike  24  Nov 
(SCR)  at  VA-673  and  VA-674  in  se.  Elkwood, 
Culpeper  was  at  a location  where  they  bred 
historically,  though  they  probably  are  gone  as 
breeders  from  this  precise  area;  shrikes 
should  continue  to  be  closely  watched  at 
their  remaining  sites  in  Virginias  Piedmont. 

CORVIDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Common  Raven  being  harassed  by  crows 
passed  Kipt.  26  Oct  (ZS).  This  furnishes  the 
only  recent  county  record  for  Northampton 
and  one  of  few  on  the  coast;  the  most  recent 
Eastern  Shore  records  come  from  the  barrier 
islands  in  1882,  when  Ridgway  observed  a 
few.  The  only  other  nearby  records  are  of  sin- 
gles from  York  County  (22  June  1949)  and 
mile  238  on  1-64  at  Camp  Peary  (22  Septem- 
ber 1996;  both  in  Sheehan,  W.  J.,  ed.  1998. 
Birds  of  the  Williamsburg  Area:  An  Annotated 
List.  Williamsburg  Bird  Club).  Though  some 
texts  imply  that  the  species  was  present  in 


small  numbers  on  the  outer  coast  in  the  early 
part  of  the  20th  century,  only  two  possible 
records  from  Virginia  Beach  could  be  located 
(Stumpy  L.,  2 Jun  1942  and  Knotts  1.,  14  Nov 
1931).  A Common  Raven  at  the  Prince 
William  landfill  30  Nov  (SCR)  was  the  3rd 
record  at  this  location  within  the  past  year, 
the  easternmost  site  where  the  species 
appears  to  occur  in  the  Virginia  Piedmont. 
Fish  Crows,  rare  and  local  in  most  montane 
areas,  have  been  documented  (TDD)  from  the 
upper  valley  of  Cedar  Cr.,  about  8 km  from 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  R.  five 
times  in  summer  and  fall  since  first  noted 
there  6 Sep  2001;  this  season’s  peak  was  18 
birds  25  Aug.  This  species  uses  “leapfrog” 
colonization  by  family  groups,  so  that  new 
core  populations  can  be  started  quite  far  from 
established  range. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  so  scarce  this 
season  that  it  was  barely  reported  at  all.  Sedge 
Wrens  are  rare  inland  but  were  found  at 
Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomeiy  13  Oct  (MAT, 
DCz),  Cromwell  Valley  Park,  Baltimore  14  Oct 
(P.  Lev),  and  Dulles  Greenways  Wetlands  Mit- 
igation Project,  Loudoun , VA  26  Oct  (KG,  BL, 
LC,  J.  Drummond).  Marsh  Wren  is  an  uncom- 
mon migrant  in  the  Appalachians,  so  2 at 
Quillen’s  Pond  6 Oct  (AL)  represented  one  of 
few  fall  records  for  Augusta;  one  wonders  how 
many  of  these  Appalachian  birds  could  be  of 
w.  subspecies.  A worn  juv.  Carolina  Wren  on 
the  C.B.B.T.  20  Sep  (SH,  TMD,  ESB  et  al.)  pro- 
vided one  of  very  few  records  for  the  span  and 
evidence  of  at  least  occasional  short-distance 
movements  over  water  (cf.  a record  of  3 here 
19  Aug  1979;  Raven  51:  66).  Both  kinglets 
were  reported  in  healthy  numbers  this  fall. 
Reese  made  counts  at  an  American  Robin 
roost  in  Easton  that  peaked  at  26,370  on  23 
Oct,  a number  which  was  exceeded  by  a count 
of  36,905  migrating  past  Kipt.  10  Nov  (HTA). 

Passerine  migration  in  s.  Northampton  is 
monitored  informally  by  counters  at  Sunset 
Beach,  where  reorientation  flights  can  be 
observed  from  well  before  dawn  through 
mid-morning.  Peaks  there  were  much  lower 
than  in  the  past  four  seasons,  probably  owing 
to  the  weakness  of  most  cold  fronts:  few  days 
in  Sep  and  Oct  surpassed  the  418  warblers 
passing  on  the  first  real  cool  front  of  the  sea- 
son 31  Aug  (HTA),  other  than  the  late  flights 
of  Yellow-rumped  and  Palm  Warblers.  Best 
flights  there  were  probably  19  & 24  Sep, 
though  totals  on  the  latter  date  (e.  g.,  100+ 
each  Black-throated  Blue  and  Black-and- 
white  Warblers)  were  still  below  expectations 
(TS).  A good  warbler  day  in  Howard  was  12 
Sep,  when  24  Magnolia  and  18  American 
Redstarts  in  a small  area  in  Elkridge  were 
observed  (BO).  Rarely  detected  as  a fall 
migrant,  a female  Prothonofary  Warbler  was 
away  from  nesting  areas  at  Rigby’s  Folly,  Tal- 
bot 10  Aug  (HTA),  his  3rd  record  there  in  40+ 
years.  A Black-and-white  Warbler  18  Nov  in 


This  was  the  best  fall  yet  for  late  swallows.  The  late-fall  "reverse  migration"  of  swallows  has  been  observed 
for  almost  a decade  at  Cape  May,  NJ,  and  each  year  observers  seem  to  be  better  at  locating  a larger  mix  of 
species.This  year  our  Region  joined  the  fray  with  gusto,  due  in  part  to  weather  systems  in  Nov  that  were  perfect  for 
this  phenomenon. 

An  extremely  late  Cliff  Swallow  was  at  North  Branch,  Allegany  26  Oct  (JLS,  MH,  JBC,  RK).  In  addition  to  the  late 
swifts  noted  earlier,  Czaplak  had  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  at  Little  Falls  with  one  4 Nov  and  3 on  5 Nov,  as 
well  as  single  Barn  and  Bank  Swallows,  the  latter  the  2nd  latest  state  record  and  unreported  this  fall  since  20  Sep 
(but  see  below).  A late  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  was  at  Centennial  L., Howard  3 Nov  (BO,  R. Cullison). Single 
Bank  Swallows  in  Northampton  were  surprising  9 Nov  at  Oyster  (HTA)  and  Kipt.  (GLA). 

Later  in  the  month,  however,  the  swallow  show  really  got  underway,  and  for  the  first  time,  both  states  took  part 
in  the  Cave  Swallow  invasion.  Point  Lookout  S.P.,  Saint  Mary's,  was  the  stage  for  the  Maryland  portion  of  the  show. 
Craig  spotted  the  first  Cave  Swallow  there  19  Nov  (tPC),  as  it  moved  s.  past  the  point  behind  a group  of  about  10 
Tree  Swallows.The  next  report  was  of  2 feeding  over  the  pond  at  the  point  24  Nov  (SS),  with  another  there  26  Nov 
(HH,  MQ.One  flew  overhead  27  Nov  (MC)  among  20  Tree  Swallows,  and  another  was  feeding  over  a field  in  Dameron, 
1 7 km  n.  of  Pt.  Lookout  29  Nov  (SS). The  only  other  swallow  species  (besides  Tree)  noted  at  Pt.  Lookout  during  this 
bonanza  was  a lone  Barn  26  Nov  (HH),  but  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  were  noted  at  Piney  Run,  Carroll,  with 
2 on  17  Nov  (RFR),  and  at  Jug  Bay,  with  one  24  Nov  (Ashley  Sutton). 

In  Virginia,  the  swallow  show  was  also  splendid,  with  at  least  seven  species  recorded  in  Northampton  after  1 8 Nov, 
including  hundreds  to  thousands  of  Tree  Swallows  through  the  end  of  the  month. Two  Cave  Swallows  just  n.  or  the 
junction  of  Rtes.718  and  600  (n.of  E.S.V.N.W.R.)  on  18  Nov  consorted  with  one  Northern  Rough-winged  and  many 
Tree  Swallows  (TTMD,  RLAk).  On  19  Nov,  one  Cave  Swallow  was  in  the  same  general  area,  while  to  the  north,  2 
Petrochelidon  swallows  and  single  Bank  and  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  were  among  an  estimated  8000  Tree 
Swallows  along  Rte.  600  between  there  and  Oyster  (ESB).  A lone  Cave  Swallow  was  noted  in  the  area  22  Nov  (WTP). 

The  next  sightings  came  on  favorable  west-northwest  winds  24  Nov,  when  a focused  search  by  Brinkley  (t)  and 
Tekin  turned  up  single  Cave  Swallows  at  Kipt.,  Sunset  Beach,  and  Pickett's  Harbor,  and  4 together  among  900  Tree 
Swallows  feeding  over  a mustard  field  at  Arlington  Rd.,  for  a total  of  7.  Brinkley  was  able  to  photograph  two  of  the 
birds  at  Arlington  Rd.,  providing  the  first  physical  documentation  for  the  Region.  The  Arlington  Rd.  flock  also  con- 
tained a mostly  white  Tree  Swallow,  a Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  a Cliff  Swallow,  and  a Bank  Swallow,  the  lat- 
ter two  record-late  dates  for  the  Region.  An  essentially  white-faced  Tachycineta  swallow  here  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  a Violet-green  Swallow  but  was  determined  to  be  either  a hybrid  Tree  x Violet-green  or  possibly  a symmet- 
rically leucistic  Tree  (ph.  BT,  ph.  ESB).  The  month's  Cave  Swallow  parade  closed  with  singles  25  Nov  at  two  locations 
off  Rte.  600  just  n.  of  E.S.V.N.W.R.,  along  with  one  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  (ESB,  BL),  plus  a single  bird  at 
First  Landing  S.  R,  Virginia  Beach  29  Nov  (John  Spahr).  Surprisingly,  Barn  Swallow  was  not  seen  by  observers  in 
Northampton  in  Nov,  despite  dozens  of  hours  of  watching  by  many!  All  records  of  Cave  Swallow  will  be  reviewed  by 
states' records  committees. 
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s.  Northampton  (TMD)  and  a Prairie  Warbler 
Chine  24  Nov  (BT  et  al.)  were  both  late.  Late 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  were  at  Lily- 
pons,  Frederick  2 Nov  (DCz)  and  banded  at 
Kipt.  8 Nov  (JRu);  a late 
Blackpoll  was  at  Jug  Bay  14 
Nov  (DBy). 

Less  common  inland 
than  coastally,  single  Dick- 
cissels  were  noted  in  Car- 
roll  at  the  University  of 
Maryland  Central  Farm, 

Howard  2 Oct  (BO,  EH) 
and  18  Oct  (BO).  A Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  at  Ft. 

McHenry  13-16  Oct  (KEC, 

JP  et  al.),  one  at  Clopper  L. 

1 Nov  (DCz),  and  one  at 
PL.S.R  26  Nov  (HH)  were 
the  most  notable;  several 
others  were  reported  from 
the  coast,  and  if  anything, 
numbers  were  below  aver- 
age. In  addition  to  at  least 
4 along  the  coast  earlier,  a 
Lark  Sparrow  on  the 
C.B.B.T.  16-17  Nov  (BTa,  v. 
o.)  was  on  the  late  side  for 
this  scarce  migrant,  which 
begins  passing  through  in 
mid-Aug  and  can  be  con- 
sidered “reliable”  only  on  Assateague  I.  in  late 
Aug  and  Sep.  A Henslow’s  Sparrow  at  Guesses 
Fork  strip  mine,  Buchanan , VA  was  noted  2 
Nov  (Roger  Mayhorn),  a very  late  date  but  in 
the  classic  breeding  habitat.  Could  some 
Henslow’s  remain  this  late  in  breeding  areas, 
as  do  some  Grasshoppers?  Two  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  at  North  Fork  Wetlands  Bank, 
Prince  William  31  Oct — 1 Nov  (Ray  Smith, 
tSCR,  TMD)  are  among  a handful  of  records 
for  the  Virginia  Piedmont;  Maryland  still  has 
no  Piedmont  records.  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  was  at  the  same  location  1 Nov 
(TMD),  and  another  was  an  Augusta  2nd  off 
VA-610  13  Oct  (B.  Tekin).  Sparrow-seekers  in 
Howard  found  16  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  12  Oct 
(BO),  a typical  total  for  a focused  Piedmont 
search  during  the  migration  peak.  A Gambel’s 
White-crowned  Sparrow  at  Eastern  Neck 
N.W.R.,  Kent  13  Oct  (p.  a.,  tWGE)  and  up  to 

2 at  North  Branch,  Allegany  26  Oct  (p.  a.  JLS, 
MH)  were  good  finds;  in  Virginia,  one  was 
noted  at  E.S.V.N.W.R.  3 Nov  (GLA,  BLS,  ESB) 
for  the  2nd  local  record.  Another  imm.  noted 
at  Cedar  Creek,  off  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
13-14  Oct  (tDD)  was  thought  to  represent  an 
intergrade  with  leucophiys.  A Harris’s  Spar- 
row in  the  same  fields  with  the  Allegany 
Gambel’s  26  Oct  (RK  et  al.,  vt.  JLS)  was  a 2nd 
county  record  and  the  3rd  for  w.  Maryland. 
Reports  of  both  Gambel’s  and  Harris’s  have 
made  a significant  jump  in  recent  years;  in 
Maryland,  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  reported  five 
times  in  the  1950s,  seven  times  in  the  1960s, 


just  four  times  1970-1997,  and  now  five 
times  1998-2002.  Gambel’s  are  certainly 
being  found  more  often  due  to  increased 
observer  attention  to  White-crowned  Spar- 
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UNDOCUMENTED  REPORTS 

A dark-morph  Broad-winged  Flawk  from  the 
Rockfish  Gap  hawkwatch  22  Sep  (BT)  would 
represent  possibly  a first  Regional  record  if 
documented.  A Western 
Tanager  at  Loch  Raven 
Res.,  Baltimore  was 
reported  29  Nov  (p.  a.  Elise 
Kreiss),  and  a male  Painted 
Bunting  was  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Dave  and  Mary 
Swift  in  California,  St. 
Maiy’s  6-7  Aug  (p.  a.;  fide 
KR);  details  on  both  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Mary- 
land Records  Committee. 


This  set  of  field  sketches  shows  distinctions  between  an  adult  or  second-calendar-year  White-winged  Tern  (above)  at 
Chincoteague  N.W.R.,  Virginia  6-9  September  2002,  sketched  here  on  the  last  day  of  its  visit,  and  accompanying  Black 
Terns  on  Swan  Cove  (below).  This  was  the  first  Regional  and  state  record  since  1980.  Sketches  by  Michael  L.  P.  Retter. 

row  subspecies,  but  Harris’s  Sparrow  is  so  dis- 
tinctive that  it  suggests  that  some  other  factor 
may  be  involved.  A White-throated  Sparrow 
at  Rigby’s  Folly  7 Sep  was  that  property’s  ear- 
liest by  two  weeks  (HTA).  Migrant  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  detected  near  E.S.VN.W.R.  3 
Nov  (BLS,  GLA,  TMD),  Cedar  Run  Wetlands 
Bank  7 Nov  (SCR),  and  North  Fork  Wetlands 
Bank  22  Nov  (SCR);  9 in  Westmoreland,  VA 
were  likely  wintering  birds  29  Nov  (FA)  and 
presaged  a very  large  showing  of  the  species 
in  Dec.  Eleven  Snow  Buntings  at  Poplar  I.  15 
Nov  OR)  afforded  a first  record  there  but  was 
actually  a surprisingly  low  tally  given  the 
extent  of  suitable  habitat. 

In  Virginia,  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  near 
Elkwood,  Culpeper,  VA  9 Nov  (14  birds, 
tSCR),  and  off  Elk  Run  Rd.,  Fauquier  23  Nov 
(one;  KG),  with  5 about  8 km  away  the  fol- 
lowing day  (TMD).  Maryland  Brewer’s  were 
singles  at  Willow  Rd.,  Frederick  29  Sep  (JLS, 

MH) — the  earliest  for  Maryland  by  24  days — 
and  at  Glen  Echo,  Montgomery  23  Oct  (DCz), 
one  day  after  the  previous  record-early  date. 

Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  put  in 
appearances  at  Great  Oak  Pond  29  Aug 
(tWGE),  West  Ocean  City,  Worcester  28  Sep 
(N&FS),  and  Remington,  Fauquier,  VA  13 
Nov  (TMD).  Winter  finches  were  nothing 
short  of  pitiful  away  from  the  mountains  and 
immediate  coast,  with  six  reports  of  Purple 
Finches  and  two  reports  of  siskins,  and  no 
reports  of  crossbills  or  redpolls  anywhere, 
and  just  two  Evening  Grosbeak  sightings. 


Observers  (area  compilers 
in  boldface):  Robert  L.  Ake 
(RLAk),  Robert  L.  Ander- 
son (RLAn),  Henry  T. 
Arnristead,  George  L. 
Armistead,  Fred  Atwood, 
Zach  Baer,  Debbie  Bennett 
( Caroline , P.O.  Box  404, 
Denton,  MD  21625),  Eirik 
Blom,  Michael  Bowen,  Ed 
Boyd  (EBo),  Edward  S. 
Brinkley,  Carol  & Don 
Broderick  (C&DB), 
Mitchell  A.  Byrd,  Danny 
Bystrak  (DBy),  Laura  Catterton,  John  B. 
Churchill,  David  Clark,  J.  Wallace  Coffey, 
Barry  Cooper,  Keith  Eric  Costley,  Patty  Craig 
( Saint  Maiys,  P.O.  Box  84,  Lexington  Park, 
MD  20653),  Marty  Cribb,  Dave  Czaplak, 
Dave  Davis,  H.  Fenton  Day  III,  Todd  M.  Day, 
Samuel  H.  Dyke,  Walter  G.  Ellison,  Kurt 
Gaskill,  Mar)'  Gustafson,  Matt  Hafner,  Steven 
W.  Hairfield,  Sue  Heath,  Rob  Hilton,  Mark  L. 
Hoffman,  Hans  Holbrook,  Emy  Holdridge, 
David  L.  Hughes,  George  M.  Jett,  Ray  Kiddy, 
Allen  Larner,  Yulee  Larner  (Augusta,  VA, 
1500  North  Coalter  St.  E-6,  Staunton,  VA 
24401),  Bev  Leeuwenburg,  Glen  Lovelace, 
Larry  Lynch  (VA-BIRD  internet  group),  Gail 
Mackiernan,  Harvey  Mudd,  Bonnie  Ott,  Brian 
Patteson,  Helen  A.  Patton  (Montgomery,  429 
Hamilton  Ave.,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20901 
<helen@dataprompt.com>),  W.  Thomas 
Pendleton,  Jim  Peters,  Elizabeth  Pitney 
(Wicomico,  7218  Walston  Switch  Rd.,  Par- 
sonsburg,  MD  21849),  Kyle  Rambo,  Jan  G. 
Reese,  Robert  F.  Ringler,  Les  Roslund, 
Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Jethro  Runco  (JRu), 
Norm  & Fran  Saunders  (MDOsprey  Internet 
group),  Tom  Saunders,  Fred  Schaffer,  Lydia 
Schindler  (Voice  of  the  Naturalist),  Lisa 
Shannon,  Zach  Smith,  Jo  Solem  (Howard, 
10617  Graeloch  Rd.,  Laurel,  MD  20723), 
James  L.  Stasz,  Sigrid  Stiles,  C.  Michael  Stin- 
son, Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Brian  Taber  (BTa), 
Brenda  Tekin,  Mary  Ann  Todd,  Craig  Turner, 
George  Wheaton,  Audrey  Whitlock,  Bdl 
Williams,  Les  Willis.  @ 
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Ricky  Davis 

608  Smallwood  Drive 
Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina  27804 
(RJDNC@aol.com) 


This  fall’s  weather  started  out  by  con- 
tinuing the  drought  conditions  of 
previous  seasons.  By  late  August 
and  September,  rain  returned  to  much  of 
the  Region,  much  of  it  on  the  coast  associ- 
ated with  the  passage  of  tropical  systems 
(Gustav  and  Kyle),  which  brought  a few 
seabirds  into  the  Region  as  well.  By  the 
periods  end,  the  drought  had  lessened  con- 
siderably in  many  areas.  Temperatures 
were  still  quite  mild  for  most  of  the  season. 
Strong  cold  fronts  that  tend  to  produce 
good  flights  of  migrants  were  few  and  far 
between.  Nevertheless,  some  excellent 
counts  of  certain  migrants  were  obtained. 
Rarities  included  Georgia’s  first  docu- 
mented Brown  Booby,  a Cave  Swallow 
invasion,  North  Carolina’s  first  White  Wag- 
tail, and  the  Region’s  first  Scott’s  Oriole. 

Abbreviations:  B.R.C.  (Bird  Records  Com- 


mittee); C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  NC); 
E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Facil- 
ity, Clayton , GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Huntington 
Beach  State  Park,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper 
Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  K.  Mt.  (Kennesaw 
Mt.  National  Battlefield  Park,  GA);  P.I.  (Pea 
I.  N.W.R.,  Dare,  NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah 
Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Good  loon  reports  included  an  inland  Red- 
throated  on  Clarks  Hill  L.,  Columbia,  GA  3 
Nov  (JFl,  EH)  and  2 Pacifies  at  Figure 
Eight  I.,  NC  16  Nov  (DC).  Pelagic  high- 
lights from  North  Carolina  this  fall 
included  Herald  Petrels  on  three  different 
trips,  a Fea’s  Petrel  off  Hatteras  24  Aug, 
and  2 White-tailed  Tropicbirds  off  Hatteras 
10  Aug  (BP  et  al.).  Georgia  pelagic  trips  off 
Savannah  yielded  a Masked  Booby  24  Aug, 
2 Maskeds  7 Sep,  and  a Brown  Booby  24 
Aug  (RW,  JFl  et  al.).  Photographs  of  the  lat- 
ter provided  the  first  documented  evidence 
for  that  state.  Inland  pelicans  of  note 
included  2 American  White  Pelicans  over 
Clarks  Hill  L.,  Parkville,  SC  15  Sep  (PC  et 
al.),  a Brown  at  Walter  F George  L.,  GA  7 
Nov  (WC),  and  a Brown  at  Buckhorn  Res., 
Wilson,  NC  5 Nov  (RD).  The  large  flock 
frequenting  the  ACE  Basin  area  of  South 
Carolina  continued,  with  300  over  the 
Conrbahee  R.  3 Aug  (CR,  KO).  The  Great 


Cormorant  near  Rimini,  L.  Marion,  SC  13 
Nov  (MT)  provided  possibly  the  first 
inland  report  for  that  state.  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  are  normally  strictly  coastal, 
thus  of  interest  were  one  offshore  of  Hat- 
teras, NC  10  Oct  (SSt,  fide  BP)  associated 
with  Hurricane  Kyles  passage,  one  some- 
what inland  at  L.  Moultrie,  SC  31  Aug  (fide 
TK),  and  one  far  inland  at  L.  Allatoona,  GA 
29-30  Oct  (GS,  v.  o.). 

Interesting  long-legged  wader  reports 
included  a Great  Blue  Heron  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  1890  m at  Mt.  Mitchell,  NC  (fide 
DP),  Great  White  Herons  at  Duluth,  GA  3 
Aug  (fide  KT)  and  Gould’s  Inlet,  GA  6 Oct 
(BB  et  al.),  and  Reddish  Egrets  from  all 
three  states,  with  the  best  count  being  of  4 
at  the  S.S.S.  24  Sep  (SC).  Roseate  Spoon- 
bills were  reported  more  than  usual.  The 
farthest  inland  were  from  one  to  2 birds  at 
several  sites  in  the  Augusta,  GA  area  mid- 
Aug — early  Sep  (AW,  MH,  PC,  GB,  v.  o.). 
Along  the  coast,  one  was  at  Bulls  I.,  SC  in 
early  Oct  (fide  TP),  and  many  were  present 
at  the  S.S.S.  until  at  least  8 Nov,  with  the 
peak  being  an  impressive  8 on  6 & 24  Sep 
(SC).  The  farthest  inland  Wood  Storks 
were  up  to  37  along  Long  Cane  Cr.,  Clarks 
Hill  L„  SC  15  Sep  (PC),  3 in  Jackson,  GA  7 
Sep  (MF),  and  6 at  the  E.L.H.  2 Oct  (CL). 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at  the 
Henderson,  NC  W.T.P.  12  Nov  (WF)  pro- 
vided a probable  first  for  the  county.  Ross’s 
Geese  included  singles  at  PL  27  Oct  (KW) 
and  Mayesville,  Sumter,  SC  28-30  Nov 
(LG),  while  one  continued  in  Madison,  GA 
(GB,  v.  o.).  Another  high-elevation  record 
was  provided  by  a male  Wood  Duck  found 
dead  on  Mt.  Mitchell,  NC  at  1800  m 9 Oct 
(DP).  Several  interesting  duck  reports 
included  an  impressive  count  of  223  Blue- 
winged  Teal  at  the  Henderson,  NC  W.T.P.  22 
Sep  (WF),  10  early  Northern  Pintail  near 
Blairsville,  GA  27  Aug  (fide  TM),  an 
absurdly  early  Canvasback  in  Wilkinson, 
GA  8 Sep  (EH,  JFl),  and  a Common  Eider 
in  the  Hatteras,  NC  area  in  mid-Oct  (BP,  TP 
et  al.).  The  best  inland  scoter  reports 
included  4 Surfs  at  Piedmont  N.W.R.,  GA 
13  Nov  (fide  WCa),  4 at  Sweetwater  Cr.  S. 
R,  GA  14  Nov  (CLo),  and  3 Blacks  at 
Clarks  Hill  L„  SC  14  Oct  (PC). 

KITES  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  farthest  inland  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
included  7 near  Pendleton,  SC  6 Aug  (fide 
SG)  and  one  near  Rome,  GA  5 Aug  (PB). 
Other  interesting  hawks  included  an  ad. 
Northern  Goshawk  seen  briefly  at  South- 
ern Pines,  NC  23  Oct  (SH),  a Rough-legged 
Hawk  at  Roanoke  L,  NC  8 Nov  (JL),  an 
imm.  Golden  Eagle  in  Jones,  GA  26  Nov 
(EW  et  al.),  an  ad.  Golden  at  H.B.S.P.  1-21 
Oct  (RL,  JP  et  al.),  and  an  imm.  Golden  in 
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Two  Masked  Boobies  were  found  on  the  Navy  Tower  72  km  east-southeast  of 
Tybee  Island  on  7 September  2002.  Along  with  one  other  Masked  on  the 
earlier  24  August  trip,  these  birds  provided  the  state's  fifth  and  sixth 
reports.  Photograph  by  James  Flynn,  Jr. 


This  young  Brown  Booby  off  Savannah  24  August  2002  provided  the  first 
physical  documentation  for  the  species  in  Georgia  (though  Audubon 
mentions  the  species  in  Georgia  in  his  notes  1840—1844). 

Photograph  by  James  Flynn,  Jr. 


A Franklin's  Gull  at  the  Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper  County,  South  Carolina 
spent  1 3-23  October  (here  1 4 October)  2002  here;  photographs  of  this 
species  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Region  are  few  and  far  between. 
Photograph  by  Steve  Calver. 


Brunswick,  NC  (TV,  DC).  Broad- 
winged Hawks  passed  through  in  the 
usual  numbers,  with  the  best  one-day 
total  received  being  10,918  from  Pores 
Knob,  Brushy  Mt.,  NC  29  Sep  (BR). 

The  always-noteworthy  Yellow  Rail 
was  reported  once,  with  4-6  birds 
being  flushed  during  Nov  in  the  L. 
Mattamuskeet,  NC  Area  ( fide  KD). 

Also,  the  only  Black  Rails  noted  were 
2 at  the  usual  n.  Greene,  GA  area  4 
Aug  (PS).  Sandhill  Cranes  away  from 
the  usual  Georgia  migration  corridor 
included  3 in  Sumter,  SC  and  one  in 
Lee,  SC  30  Nov  (LG). 

Due  to  the  dry  conditions,  shore- 
bird  habitat  was  in  good  supply  at 
many  inland  sites,  at  least  into  Sep, 
whereas  most  coastal  refuges’ 
impoundments  were  completely  full 
of  water  and  held  no  shorebirds.  Some 
of  the  best  totals  included  23  Ameri- 
can Golden-Plovers  at  the  Orangeburg 
Sod  Farm,  SC  10  Sep  (RH),  56  Piping 
Plovers  at  Little  St.  Simons  I.,  GA  6 
Oct  (GB  et  al.) , 42  Upland  Sandpipers 
at  the  Marshallville,  GA  sod  farm  8 
Aug  (WC),  4 Willets  at  Buckhorn 
Res.,  Wilson,  NC  23  Aug  (RD),  61 
Western  Sandpipers  at  Jordan  L.,  NC 
28  Aug  (MS),  and  over  200  Dunlin  at 
Hoop.  30  Oct  (WF).  Rare  inland  were 
the  Piping  Plover  at  Falls  L.,  NC  18-25 
Aug  (BF,  LT,  v.  o.),  the  Black-necked 
Stilt  at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC  3 Nov 
(R&SB),  the  Red  Knot  at  Jordan  L., 

NC  18  Aug  (DS),  the  8 Wilson's 
Phalaropes  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  22-26 
Aug  (MS,  v.  o.),  and  the  Red  Phalarope 
at  Legacy  Sod,  Bartow,  GA  1-4  Sep 
(MD,  v.  o.).  An  American  Avocet  was  a 
good  find  at  Jordan  L.  NC  17-18  Aug 
(SS  et  al.).  Long-billed  Curlews  were 
found  sparingly  as  usual,  with  the  best 
counts  being  2 at  Shackleford  I.,  NC 
10  Nov  ( fide  JF)  and  2 on  Little  St. 
Simons  I.,  GA  6 Oct  (GB  et  al.).  Most 
unusual  was  the  flock  of  godwits 
found  inland  at  the  Orangeburg  Sod 
Farm,  SC  31  Aug,  which  consisted  of 
35  Hudsonians  and  one  Marbled 
(DCh  et  al.)!  This  is  undoubtedly  a 
record  total  for  Hudsonians  in  the 
Carolinas,  at  least  inland.  Other  rare 
inland  Marbleds  were  at  Jordan  L.,  NC 
21-22  Aug  (BY,  MS)  and  L.  Mattamus- 
keet, NC  19  Nov+  (KD).  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers were  reported  from  all  three  states, 
with  about  20  different  sightings.  The  best 
I totals  were  the  3 at  Falls  L.,  NC  25  Aug  (BF, 
LT)  and  3 at  Bucksport  Sod,  SC  2 Sep  (JP). 
Also  of  note  was  a very  late  Baird’s  at  Hoop. 
10  Nov  (ST,  WF  et  al.).  Video  footage  of 


the  bird  should  document  one  of  the  latest 
reports  for  that  species  in  the  Region.  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  mentioned  in  at 
least  21  reports  from  all  three  states  and 
spanned  the  period  1 Aug — 21  Sep.  A 
female  Ruff  found  at  Falls  L.,  NC  2-3  Sep 


(LT,  JD)  was  not  only  rare  but  pro- 
vided the  2nd  record  for  that  inland 
locality.  Rare  onshore  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  singles  at  the  E.L.H. 
9 Sep  (fide  CL)  and  at  the  S.S.S.  14  Sep 
(SC).  Also  rare  on  the  coast  was 
another  Red  Phalarope  at  Andrews  1., 
GA  31  Aug  (JG). 

The  only  South  Polar  Skua  was  off 
Manteo,  NC  31;  and  the  only  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  was  off  Hatteras,  NC  10 
Aug  (BP  et  al.).  The  best  inland 
Laughing  Gull  total  was  of  3 at  Jordan 
L.,  NC  18  Aug  (RD),  and  over  8,000 
were  counted  at  Jekyll  I.,  GA  6 Oct 
(PS).  The  always  noteworthy 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  found  three  times, 
with  singles  at  the  S.S.S.  13-23  Oct 
(SC),  at  Clarks  Hill  L.,  SC  14  Oct 
(PC),  and  at  West  Point  L„  GA  15 
Nov  (fide  WC).  Of  interest  was  a 
Black-headed  Gull  along  the  cause- 
way at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC  27-30 
Nov  (TK,  KD,  v.  o.),  an  area  where 
one  was  present  the  previous  winter. 
Very  unusual  was  the  ad.  California 
Gull  found  on  the  beach  at  Holden 
Beach,  NC  4 Aug  (GM).  This  species 
is  annual  in  that  state  each  winter,  but 
one  in  early  Aug  is  absurdly  early  for 
a returning  wintering  bird.  Another 
inland  gull  of  note  was  the  ad.  Lesser 
Black-backed  found  on  Clarks  Hill  L., 
SC  14  Oct  (PC). 

Inland  tern  reports  included  a high 
of  10  Caspians  at  L.  Crabtree,  Wake, 
NC  6 Oct  (SS),  8 Commons  at  Walter 
F.  George  L.,  GA  4 Aug  (WC),  53 
Forster’s  at  Clarks  Hill  L,  SC  15  Sep 
(PC),  and  18  Blacks  at  Falls  L.,  NC  2 
Sep  (MS).  Pelagic  tern  counts  of  note 
were  the  23  Bridleds  off  Hatteras,  NC 

24  Aug  and  the  84  Sooties  off  Hatteras 

25  Aug  (BP  et  al.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

This  season’s  White-winged  Doves 
involved  one  on  the  St.  Simons  I.,  GA 
causeway  20  Nov  (GB,  JFl,  EH)  and 
the  continuing  bird  at  Beaufort,  NC 
throughout  the  period  (R&SB).  Com- 
mon Ground-Doves  continue  to  be 
found  inland.  Of  note  were  one  killed 
by  hunters  at  Hodges,  SC  2 Sep  (fide 
DB),  one  near  Salters,  Williamsburg, 
SC  29  Sep  (RC,  CE),  and  one  at 
McDowell  Prairie  Restoration,  s.  of 
Charlotte,  NC  16  Oct  (DS,  TP  KC).  Black- 
billed Cuckoos  away  from  the  usual  moun- 
tains areas  included  singles  near  Avon,  NC 
16  Aug  (BP)  and  on  Roanoke  1.,  NC  12  Sep 
(JL).  Always  exciting  when  found  in  the 
Region,  a Long-eared  Owl  was  found 
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The  event  of  the  season  was  the  influx  of  Cave  Swallows  into  the  Region  in  unprecedented  numbers. 

After  hearing  reports  of  Caves  to  our  north  in  mid-Nov,  it  was  only  a matter  of  time  before  some  of  these 
were  found  in  our  area.  Sure  enough,  in  North  Carolina  on  28  Nov,  4 were  at  Ocean  Isle  Beach  and  15  were  at  Sun- 
set Beach  (TP,  DC).  On  29  Nov,  there  were  1 1 at  Ocean  Isle  Beach  (JD)  and  6 at  Sunset  Beach  (RD,  HL,  JPi,  DC).  On 
30  Nov,  there  were  at  least  31  seen  in  the  Ocean  Isle  Beach  area  ( WCo),  4 at  Sunset  Beach  (ED),  and  2 at  Caswell 
Beach  (JPi).  Not  to  be  outdone,  South  Carolina  had  one  near  Ravenel,  Charleston  29  Nov  (PN).The  birds  seemed 
to  be  staying  in  the  area  and  would  prove  to  be  present  on  into  Dec.  All  birds  seen  well  enough  were  considered 
to  be  of  the  sw.  race  ( pelodoma ). 


injured  near  Brooks,  Fayette , GA  in  late 
Nov  (fide  JO).  This  bird,  the  first  for  that 
state  since  1998,  was  taken  to  a local 
rehabber.  The  Common  Nighthawk  migra- 
tion has  lessened  the  last  several  years; 
thus  encouraging  was  the  1 ,000+  seen  near 


Asheville,  NC  3 Sep  (CW). 

Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  once  again 
found  in  numbers  across  the  Region. 
Ruby-throateds  also  continued  to  be  found 
late  in  the  season,  mostly  along  the  coastal 
areas.  There  was  only  one  definite  Black- 
clnnned  reported,  that  being  an  ad.  male 
returning  to  a Savannah,  GA  feeder  12  Oct 
for  the  3rd  year  in  a row  (SC).  North  Car- 
olina had  2 more  Calliope  Hummingbirds, 
with  an  imm.  male  near  Castalia  15  Oct — 
20  Nov  (SF)  and  the  state’s  first  ad.  male 
near  Hillsborough  7 Nov+  (GT).  Locally 
unusual  were  6 Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
flying  through  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
29  Sep  (RK).  Much  more  unexpected  was  a 
Red-shafted  Flicker  seen  flying  past  Con- 
garee  Bluffs  Pres.,  SC  13  Oct  (RC  et  al.). 
Sightings  of  this  form  are  extremely  rare  in 


our  Region. 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  made  a strong 
showing  this  fall  in  the  w.  portions  of  the 
Region.  The  first  was  noted  3 Aug  near 
Mills  River,  Henderson , NC  (WF  et  al.),  the 
latest  was  along  Gum  Swamp  Rd,  Aiken,  SC 
19  Oct  (AW  et  al.),  and  the 
best  count  was  the  2 together 
at  Suwannee  Cr.,  Gwinnett,  GA 
27-28  Sep  (EH  et  al.).  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatcher  has  become 
one  of  the  most-reported  Empi- 
donax  flycatchers  in  the  fall. 
This  season,  there  were  at  least 
22  different  sightings.  Of  the 
less  reported  species,  of  note 
were  calling  Alders  at  Hoop.  3 
Aug  (BO,  MW)  and  Hickory, 
NC  5 Sep  (DM),  and  a singing 
Willow  at  Falls  L.,  NC  14  Sep 
(MS).  Also  a non-calling  Alder 
was  tentatively  identified  along 
the  coast  on  Blackbeard  I.,  GA 
5 Oct  (GB  et  al.).  Rare  Least 
Flycatchers  included  singles  at 
Hickory,  NC  5 Sep  (DM),  Ridg- 
way,  Fairfield , SC  14  Sep  (RC 
et  al.),  Jordan  L.,  NC  21  Sep 
(WCo),  and  on  the  coast  at 
James  L,  SC  28  Sep  (DF). 
Georgia  once  again  had  the 
only  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  that 
being  a male  in  nw.  Miller  23 
Oct— 17  Nov  (GB,  TE,  JF1). 
Western  Kingbirds  included  singles  at 
Jekyll  L,  GA  6 Oct  (LTh  et  al.),  at  Ft. 
Fisher,  NC  27  Oct  (BS)  and  6-8  Nov  (RL, 
SS,  v.  o.),  and  Harris  Neck  N.W.R.,  GA  24- 
26  Nov  (DBb,  PM).  Rare  in  fall,  an  imm. 
Gray  Kingbird  caused  some  excitement 
near  Southport,  NC  2 Nov  (GH,  GM,  SCo). 
And  finally,  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was 
a good  find  at  the  Birdsong  Nature  Center, 


Grady,  GA  19  Oct  (PJ,  MB  et  al.). 

Warbling  Vireos  were  excellent  finds 
along  the  coast,  with  one  on  Roanoke  I., 
NC  25  Sep  (JL)  and  2 on  Jekyll  I.,  GA  6 Oct 
(CL).  Philadelphia  Vireos  were  found 
across  the  Region,  with  several  observers 
locating  up  to  3 in  a day!  Has  this  species 
really  increased,  or  have  observers  really 
been  looking  harder  for  them?  Late  swal- 
lows included  single  Northern  Rough- 
wingeds  in  n.  Catawba,  NC  3 Nov  (DM) 
and  nw.  Miller,  GA  17  Nov  (JFl)  and  single 
Barn  Swallows  in  Calhoun,  SC  14  Nov 
(MT)  and  McIntosh,  GA  19  Nov  (DCo). 

This  fall  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
practically  non-existent,  with  only  a hand- 
ful of  reports.  The  thrush  migration 
seemed  about  average  compared  to  the  last 
several  years’.  Some  of  the  better  counts 
included  40  Veeries,  20  Gray-cheekeds, 
and  146  Swainson’s  on  a K.  Mt.  pre-dawn 
count  29  Sep  (BZ),  8 Gray-cheekeds  on 
Roanoke  I.,  NC  10  Oct  (JL),  and  50+ 
Woods  at  Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville, 
NC  1 Oct  (RS).  A Varied  Thrush  seen 
briefly  at  Eastwood,  James  !.,  SC  30  Nov 
(DF)  and  later  that  day  (EB)  was  described 
well.  If  accepted  by  the  South  Carolina 
B.R.C.,  this  would  provide  the  first  for  that 
state. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  warbler  migration  seemed  to  be  about 
normal.  Always  of  interest,  hybrids 
observed  included  the  very  rare 
“Lawrence’s”  in  the  Buckhead  area  of  n. 
Atlanta,  GA  16  Sep  (fide  JFl),  3 “Brewster’s” 
in  Georgia,  and  one  of  each  in  the  two  Car- 
olinas.  Impressive  numbers  of  Tennessee 
Warblers  moved  along  Clingman’s  Dome 
Rd.,  Great  Smoky  Mountains  N.  P,  NC  on 
7 Sep,  with  literally  thousands  seen  (KC). 
One  Tennessee  was  very  early  at  Junction 
Ridge  Overlook,  Blue  Ridge  Pkwy,  NC  11 
Aug  (DM),  and  one  was  late  at  Walter  F 
George  L.,  GA  7 Nov  (WC).  Nashville 
Warblers  were  reported  more  than  usual, 
with  the  best  counts  being  2 banded  at 
Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC  9 Sep  (RK) 
and  2 at  PI.  17  Oct  (BP,  JL,  RD).  One  was 
late  at  P.I.  7 Nov  (JL).  Other  late  warblers 
included  a Cape  May  in  Nash,  NC  2 Nov 
(B&PCa),  a Black-throated  Green  at  Bre- 
vard, NC  14  Nov  (BM),  a Bay-breasted  at 


Undoubtedly  the  bird  of  the  season  was  the  first-winter  White  Wagtail  found  at  Sandling  Beach,  Falls  L., 
NC  22  Oct  (KB,JFr,WCo,JPi,  v.oJ.Seen  only  that  afternoon,  close  observation  and  photographs  helped  deter- 
mine that  the  bird  was  of  the  nominate  w.  European  race  alba.  Apparently  this  constitutes  the  3rd  documented 
record  of  this  race  for  North  America  and  the  first  for  the  lower  48  states.  Amazingly,  this  is  the  not  the  first  White 
Wagtail  for  the  Region:  the  first  was  an  ad.  male  of  the  Siberian  form  at  H.B.S.P.  16-21  Apr  1998,  and  North  Carolina 
already  had  a record  of  Black-backed  Wagtail  from  Carteret  County,  1 5 May  1 982, a species  previously  included  in  the 
White  Wagtail  complex. 


Calliope  Hummingbird  is  becoming  the  Number  Two  vagrant  hummingbird 
in  much  of  the  East,  though  still  far  behind  Rufous  Hummingbird  numerically. 
This  bird  near  Hillsborough,  North  Carolina  was  the  first  documented 
adult  male  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Will  Cook. 
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K.  Mt.  3 Nov  (TE),  a Cerulean  along  Gum 
Swamp  Rd.,  Aiken,  SC  19  Oct  (AW  et  al.), 
and  2 Yellow-breasted  Chats  at  Bodie  1., 
NC  27  Nov  (KC).  The  six  Connecticut 
Warbler  reports  came  from  all  three  states 
and  spanned  the  period  14  Sep — 13  Oct. 
The  generally  rarer  Mourning  Warbler  was 
found  five  times,  with  the  2 at  X.  Mt.  23 
Sep  (DZ,  PH;  KT)  being  most  unusual. 
Wilsons  Warblers  were  also  reported  well, 
with  at  least  15  sightings.  The  best  count 
was  the  2 at  Suwannee  Cr.,  Gwinnett,  GA 
21  Sep  (EH,  JFl).  Locally  very  rare  was  the 
Canada  found  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  18  Sep 

(JU 

Late  tanagers  included  a Summer  at 
Duluth,  GA  20  Nov  (KT)  and  a Scarlet  at 

K.  Mt.  27  Oct  (GB).  Good  numbers  of  tan- 
agers involved  multiple  Summers  daily  in 
Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  during 
Sep  (WF,  RS)  and  a count  of  30  Scarlets  at 
Jackson  Park  28  Sep  (RS).  The  only  West- 
ern Tanager  found  was  a female  at  the  n. 
end  of  P.l.  19  Oct  (RD).  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  about  normal,  with  most  being 
found  along  the  outer  coast.  Four  Lark 
Sparrows  were  found,  with  singles  at  Cal- 
houn, Gordon,  GA  2-7  Sep  (JG,  JPk), 
Roanoke  I.,  NC  24-25  Sep  & 8 Oct  (JU, 
and  in  Oglethorpe,  GA  7 Oct  (JFl).  The  best 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  reports  involved  2 at 
H.B.S.P.  31  Oct  (ST  et  al.)  and  several  at 
Birdsong  Nature  Center,  Grady,  GA  23  Nov 
(MB).  Other  excellent  totals  were  the  20 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  at  Paulk’s  Pasture,  GA 
30  Nov  (GK),  7 Le  Conte’s  at  Phinizy 
Swamp,  Augusta,  GA  23  Nov  (PC),  and 
410  Songs  in  one  area  of  n.  Greene,  GA  30 
Nov  (PS).  Rare  inland  Nelsons  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  involved  singles  at  Phinizy 
Swamp,  GA  16-23  Nov  and  at  the  Savan- 
nah River  Site,  SC  15  Nov  (PC).  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  were  reported  from  across  the 
Region,  with  about  21  sightings.  The  best 
count  was  the  3 at  Alligator  R.  N.W.R.,  NC 
20  Nov  (JL).  The  only  Lapland  Longspurs 
found  included  one  at  H.B.S.P.  31  Oct  (ST 
et  al.)  and  12  at  Hoop.  10  Nov  (ST,  WF). 
Snow  Buntings  were  also  in  short  supply, 
with  one  near  Avon,  NC  18  Oct  (ED  et  al.) 
being  somewhat  early.  A Northern  Cardinal 
was  a surprise  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt., 
NC  3 Oct  (RK) — the  first  one  that  the 
observer  has  seen  at  that  elevation.  Late 
Grosbeaks  included  a Rose-breasted  at 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  16  Nov  (KF)  and  a Blue  at 

L.  Horton,  Fayette,  GA  9 Nov  (JS).  Indigo 
Buntings  were  also  late  at  Buckhorn  Res., 
Wilson,  NC  14  Nov  (RD)  and  in  n.  Greene, 
GA  2 Nov  (PS).  Dickcissels  were  reported 
more  than  usual  with  the  best  counts  being 
8 at  the  n.  end  of  PI.  17  Sep  (ESB  et  al.)  and 
5 in  Bartow , GA  2 Sep  (SCh).  The  only  Yel- 


low-headed Blackbirds  found  included  an 
imm.  at  Phinizy  Swamp,  Augusta,  GA  15 
Sep  (JK,  PC  et  al.)  and  an  ad.  male  near 
Richlands,  NC  17  Sep  (JO)-  Only  one 
Shiny  Cowbird  was  reported,  that  being  a 
female  seen  well  at  the  Cedar  I.,  NC  ferry 
terminal  7 Oct  (R&SB).  The  runner-up  in 
the  best  bird  of  the  season  category  was 
easily  the  imm.  male  Scott’s  Oriole  present 
at  a feeder  in  Thomaston,  GA  3-8  Nov 
(R&RBe,  EBe,  MBe).  Excellent  photos 
should  document  this  first  Regional 
record,  which  is  also  a first  for  the  South- 
east. Finches  were  practically  nonexistent, 
with  only  a handful  of  Purple  Finches  and 
Pine  Siskins  reported.  And  finally,  the  only 
Evening  Grosbeaks  found  were  the  6 at 
Whispering  Pines,  Moore,  NC  8 Nov  (SCb). 
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Looking  for  a Binding  Adventure? 

Go  offshore  with  Seabirding 

• Pelagic  trips  since  1986 

• Departures  from 
Virginia  Beach, VA 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
Hatteras,  NC 

aboard  the  best  & fastest 
boats  available 

• Friendly  knowledgeable  leaders 
with  extensive  offshore 
experience 

• Chum  for  bringing  the  birds  close 

• Winter  trips  for  Great  Skua 
andalcids 

• Spring  & summer  trips  for 
Gulf  Stream  specialties 
including  rare  Pterodromas 
and  tropicbirds 

• Late  summer  trips  for  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel 


For  more  information  contact 

Brian  Patteson 
Seabirding 

PO.Box  772 
Hatteras  NC  27943 
(252) 986-1363 

http://www.seabirding.com 
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Despite  the  absence  of  apparently  “signif- 
icant” weather  systems  this  fall,  the 
largely  lackluster  migration  season  held 
several  mega-rarities,  including  three  state 
firsts,  one  of  which  represents  a first  for  North 
America. 

Definitions:  report  (any  observation);  record 
(only  reports  verifiable  from  photograph, 
videotape,  or  specimen  evidence). 

GREBES  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Single  Eared  Grebes  were  at  Springhill  W.T.P, 
Leon  28  Sep  and  15  Oct,  with  2 birds  there  25 
Oct  (GM,  BA  et  al.);  another  was  at  L.  Apopka 
24  Nov  (HR).  Pelagic  trips  off  Ponce  Inlet, 
Volusia  netted  120  Cory’s  Shearwaters  and  5 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  7 Sep  (BA,  DSi  et  ah), 
and  130  Cory’s  and  40  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
and  single  Masked  and  Brown  Boobies  15  Sep 
(MG  et  ah).  Trips  off  Hillsboro  Inlet,  Broward  3 
Nov  found  one  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  4 Aug,  and 
8 Audubon’s  Shearwaters  and  2 Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  3 Nov  (MB).  Sixteen  Cory’s  were 
observed  from  shore  at  Lloyd  S.P,  Broward  20 
Sep  (MB).  A Brown  Booby  was  at  Alligator  Pt., 
Franklin  26  Sep  (JMu).  Summering  American 
White  Pelicans  included  41  at  L.  Apopka  7 Aug 


(HR)  and  96  at  Newnans  L.,  Alachua  to  18  Aug 
(RR),  while  1700  were  at  Polk  mines  20  Nov 
(PF).  Seven  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  at  St. 
Marks  NW.R.  24  Sep  were  the  result  of  Tropical 
Storm  Isidore  (JC).  An  American  Bittern  at  L. 
Apopka  25  Aug  was  early,  while  10  there  22 
Sep  was  a good  count  (HR).  Fifteen-hundred 
Great  Blue  Herons  passed  Ft.  Clinch  S.P  in 
three  hours  10  Oct  (PL),  while  a Great  White 
Heron  was  n.  to  Viera,  Brevard  25  Aug  (DSi). 

A Greater  Flamingo  was  at  Grassy  Key  10 
Nov  (BM,  GP).  The  explosive  colonization  of 
the  peninsula  by  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  continues.  Three  were  seen  at  Guana  R. 
S.P,  St.  Johns  11  Aug  (CA),  2 broods  were 
among  60  at  Newnans  L.  27  Aug  (JBe),  and  3 
juvs.  were  at  Springhill  Road  W.T.P,  Tallahas- 
see 30-31  Oct  (GM).  A Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  at  Hague,  Alachua  20-22  Nov  (PB  et 
ah).  Simpson  reported  the  following  ducks: 
one  Cinnamon  Teal  at  Viera  14  Sep;  one  Long- 
tailed Duck,  26  Black  Scoters,  and  7 Surf  Scot- 
ers at  Apollo  Beach,  Volusia  8 Nov;  and  another 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  St.  Marks  27  Nov+.  Other 
Surf  Scoters  were  at  Springhill  Road  W.T.P  2 
Nov  (ME  et  ah),  St.  Marks  6 Nov  (JE>);  Indian 
Shores,  Pinellas  (2  birds)  16  Nov  (JF);  and 
Bunche  Beach,  Lee  25  Nov+  (fide  CE).  White- 
winged Scoters  were  s.  to  Mims,  Brevard  7-17 
Nov  (DSi)  and  (6  birds)  Pine  Island  C.P,  Her- 
nando 27  Nov  (AK).  Al  Alligator  Pt.  19  Nov, 
Krummrich  observed  a flock  of  scoters  that 
contained  4 Surfs,  2 White-wingeds,  and  2 
Blacks. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Kettles  of  43  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  over  L. 
Apopka  4 Aug  (HR)  and  Key  Largo  24  Aug 
(BM),  while  single  Snail  Kites  were  at  L. 
Apopka  14  Aug  (HR)  and  sw.  Collier  4 Oct+ 
(JBo,  TD,  KOD).  Two  juv.  Mississippi  Kites 
were  seen  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A.,  Miami-Dade 
26  Aug  (DL,  MD).  Other  raptors  at  L.  Apopka 
included  one  Northern  Harrier  4 Aug,  21 
Cooper's  Hawks  7 Aug,  and  one  Swainson’s 
Hawk  17  Nov  (HR).  Four  Broad-winged 
Hawks  were  over  Moses  Cr.,  St.Johns  5 Oct  (BP, 
GBa,  HL).  Thirteen  Short-tailed  Hawks  were 
seen  (m.  ob.),  including  2 at  Ft.  Drum,  Okee- 
chobee 2 Oct  (MG),  and  singles  at  Gainesville  9 
Nov  (B&JB),  Captiva  L,  Lee  20  Nov  (VM),  and 
Ten  Thousand  Is.  30  Nov  (TD  et  ah).  Twelve 
Crested  Caracaras  were  seen  along  16  km  of 
S.R.  60  e.  of  L.  Wales,  Polk  17  Aug  (BA).  A 
Peregrine  Falcon  at  Polk  mines  21  Aug  (PT) 
was  early.  Hawkwatches  at  Ft.  Clinch  S.P  tal- 
lied 75  Peregrines  in  4 hours  9 Oct,  and  93  in 
3 hours  10  Oct  (PL),  while  a total  of  141 
passed  the  Guana  R.  station  27  Sep-12  Oct 
(BSt  et  ah).  One  Black  Rail  was  inland  at  Buck 
1.  Ranch,  Highlands  22  Aug  (MMc),  and  2 were 
at  Paynes  Prairie  31  Aug-3  Sep  (HA,  JHi,  BSi). 

Tardy  American  Golden-Plovers  were  at 
Crandon  Beach,  Miami  7 Nov  (RD),  Jetty  Park, 
Brevard  17  Nov  (MG),  and  the  e.  Everglades  23 
Nov  (LM).  A Snowy  Plover  returned  to  Nassau 
Sound,  Duval  by  20  Oct  (PL),  while  Pinellas 
sightings  included  12  at  Ft.  De  Soto  C.P  13  Sep 
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f A For  decades,  ornithologists  and  birders 

have  debated  the  provenance  of  the 
Greater  Flamingos  that  occur  regularly  at  Snake 
Bight,  Everglades  N.P.  Opinion  is  mixed  on 
whether  the  birds  represent  natural  movements 
from  Cuban  or  Bahamian  breeding  colonies  or 
intrastate  movements  from  the  unpinioned  cap- 
tive flock  at  Hialeah,  Miami. This  fall,  at  least  part 
of  the  riddle  finally  was 
solved.  On  24  Oct,  Wood 
photographed  a color- 
banded  flamingo  among 
the  Snake  Bight  flock.  The 
color-band  was  yellow 
with  "DFJV"  in  black.  Mexi- 
can ornithologists  banded 
this  individual  as  a hatch- 
ling at  Ria  Legartos  Bios- 
phere Reserve,  Yucatan, 

Mexico  on  12  Aug  2000.lt 
later  was  observed  twice 
at  Punta  Cajun,  Celestun, 

Yucatan  before  its  arrival 
in  Florida  (Mexican  data 
provided  by  RMi). 


This  color-banded  Greater  Flamingo  was  photographed  among  the  Everglades  flock  in 
Florida  24  October  2002;  Mexican  ornithologists  had  banded  it  at  Ria  Legartos  Biosphere 
Reserve,  Yucatan,  Mexico  1 2 August  2000.  This  is  the  first  evidence  of  wild  provenance 

for  at  least  some  of  the  Everglades'  flamingos.  Photograph  by  Roy  Wood. 


(DSi),  T5  at  Honeymoon  I.  21  Sep  (EK),  and  25 
at  Three  Rooker  I.  22  Sep  (EK).  Good  counts  of 
Wilsons  Plovers  were  42  at  Huguenot  Park, 
Duval  1 Aug  (RC)  and  25  at  Campbell  Cause- 
way, Hillsborough  28  Sep  (EK).  Black-necked 
Stilts  bred  at  Newnans  L.,  where  5 young  were 
, seen  4 Aug  (RR).  American  Avocets  were  widely 
reported,  with  11  observations  (m.  ob.).  Single 
Solitary  and  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  at  Hague 
29  Nov  (AK).  The  top  counts  of  Upland  Sand- 
pipers were  23  in  sw.  Palm  Beach  22  Aug  (DSi), 
7 at  Frog  Pond  13  Aug  (MD,  DL),  and  7 at  Tal- 
lahassee 29  Aug  (GM,  JC).  Twelve  Whimbrels 
were  found  at  St.  Augustine  10  Nov  (JHo,  JBa), 
while  3 Long-billed  Curlews  were  at  Alafia 
I Bank,  Hillsborough  11  Nov  (RiP).  Possibly  the 
| same  juv.  Hudsonian  Godwit  found  at  Springhill 
i Road  W.T.P.,  Tallahassee  14-17  Oct  (GM  et  al.) 

! was  located  nearby  at  L.  Jackson  5 Nov  (MHi, 
ph.).  Uncertainty  surrounded  a possible  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  photographed  at  Belle  Glade, 
Palm  Beach  1 Sep  (MK  et  al.,  ph.  DC1);  examina- 
tion of  the  photograph  could  not  rule  out  other 
species  but  did  not  preclude  identification  as 
Sharp-tailed.  Six  Wilsons  Phalaropes  were  at 
Springhill  Road  W.T.P  15  Sep  (JS).  Pelagic  trips 
noted  one  Red  and  3 Red-necked  Phalaropes  off 
Ponce  Inlet  7 Sep  (BA),  one  Red  and  6 Red- 
neckeds  there  15  Sep  (MG),  and  10  Red- 
neckeds  off  Hillsboro  Inlet  2 Sep  (MB). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  spied  off  Ponce  Inlet 
7 Sep  (BA,  DSi  et  al.),  while  Simpson  observed 
67  Pomarine  and  3 Parasitic  Jaegers  from 
Apollo  Beach  8 Nov.  A “tight  flock”  of  17 
Pomarines  was  seen  from  Lloyd  S.R  9 Nov 


(MB).  A Franklins  Gull  was  found  at  Alligator 
Pt.  18  Nov  (JMu).  As  proof  of  their  increase  in 
Florida,  97  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
counted  at  Jetty  Park  17  Nov  (MG).  A long  way 
from  home  was  Florida’s  first  Slaty-backed 
Gull,  at  Key  West  21  Sep-17  Oct  (MHe,  GP, 
A&BH  et  al.,  ph.  JW,  GP).  A juv.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  observed  from  Turtle  Mound, 
Brevard  29  Nov  (BM).  Four  Gull-billed  Terns 
were  at  Polk  mines  20  Nov  (PF),  while  92 
Sandwich  Terns  were  seen  there  21  Sep  (PT). 
Terns  at  Huguenot  Park  21  Aug  included  1500 
Royals,  225  Sandwiches,  195  Commons,  and 
275  Blacks  (RC).  Other  notable  Common  Tern 
reports  were  1500  at  Honeymoon  I.  21  Sep 
(EK),  4 at  Jetty  Park  13  Nov  (MG),  and  one  at 
Ft.  Myers  Beach  30  Nov  (CE).  An  Arctic  Tern 
was  off  Islamorada,  Monroe  24  Aug  (tBM  et 
al.).  A survey  of  Least  Terns  along  the  Pinellas 
coast  3 Aug  tallied  675  ads.  and  892  juvs.  (JKi 
et  al);  350  were  nearby  at  Gandy  Causeway, 
Hillsborough  9 Sep  (EK).  Twenty  Bridled  and 
75  Sooty  Terns  were  found  off  Ponce  Inlet  7 
Sep  (BA,  DSi  et  al.),  while  storm-driven  Sooties 
were  2 at  St.  Marks  (JC)  and  one  at  Bald  Pt., 
Franklin  25  Sep  (JD). 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  make 
news  on  the  peninsula,  as  the  resident  popula- 
tion expands  rapidly  northward.  Among  many 
reports  were  30+  at  Gainesville  1 Aug+  (RR  et 
al.);  15  at  Lake  City,  Columbia  9 Aug  (fide  JA); 
25  at  Newberry,  Alachua  23  Aug-15  Oct  (JHi); 
15  at  L.  Apopka  25  Aug  (HR);  and  9 at  L.  Poin- 
sett, Brevard  13  Nov  (DSi).  Psittacids  included 
68  Budgerigars  at  Bayonet  Pt.,  Pasco  16  Sep 
(KT),  15  Rose-ringed  Parakeets  at  Cape  Coral, 
Lee  27  Nov  (CE),  25  Monk  Parakeets  at 


Auburndale,  Polk  3 Aug  (LAI),  20  Red-masked 
Parakeets  at  Upper  Key  Largo  3 Aug  (C&KR), 
and  60  Red-maskeds  at  Ft.  Lauderdale  30  Nov 
(DSi).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  at  Gainesville 
2-3  Aug  (RN)  was  early;  in  addition  to  six 
other  reports  (m.  ob.)  were  2 at  Starkey 
Wilderness  Park  19  Oct  (KT  et  al.)  that  fur- 
nished the  first  for  Pasco.  Twenty-five  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos  were  found  at  Ft.  Drum  1-3 
Oct  (MG),  and  20+  were  at  Paynes  Prairie  16 
Oct  (ML,  PB  et  al.).  All  three  Smooth-billed 
Ani  reports  were  from  the  Lower  Keys  (DSi, 
BM  et  al.).  A Lesser  Nighthawk  was  found  at 
Scotsmoor,  Brevard  15  Nov  (DSi),  and  3 were  at 
their  recent  wintering  spot  at  Eco  Pond,  Ever- 
glades N.P  by  22  Nov  (LM).  Large  flights  of 
Common  Nighthawks  were  noted;  2094  in  75 
minutes  over  New  Port  Richey  11  Sep  (KT), 
1233  over  L.  Apopka  11  Sep  (HR),  and  thou- 
sands e.  of  Brooksville  14  Sep  (MG).  Likewise, 
thousands  of  Chimney  Swifts  were  over  Talla- 
hassee 16  Oct  (JS).  A Chaetura  swift  at  Viera  21 
Nov  (GBe  et  al.)  probably  was  a late  Chimney 
Swift.  Two  male  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  at 
Gainesville  29  Aug+  (fide  RR),  while  others 
were  at  Spring  Hill,  Hernando  3-6  Sep  (A&EM 
et  al.),  and  in  Franklin  28  Nov+  (JMu,  JD). 
Eleven  other  Selasphorus  were  in  Alachua  vari- 
ously this  fall  (GH,  PB  et  al.),  with  additional 
singles  atjacksonville  12  Sep  (PP),  Leon  21  Sep 
(RL),  Spring  Hill  1 Oct-5  Nov  (A&EM  et  al.), 
and  Everglades  N.P  19  Nov+  (JHB  et  al.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

Regular  but  rare  in  the  Region,  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catchers were  at  Honeymoon  I.  14  Sep  (tDSi) 
and  Lochloosa  W.M.A.,  Alachua  21  Sep 
(G&RK,  PO).  Eleven  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  at 
Dunedin  Hammock,  Pinellas  14  Sep  (PF,  SR) 
furnished  a nice  count,  while  singles  at  L. 
Apopka  9 Nov  (HR),  Bill  Baggs/Cape  Florida 
S.R  11-12  Nov  (RD,  MD),  and  Largo,  Pinellas 
12  Nov  (JF)  were  rather  late.  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  were  identified  at  Bald  Pt.  13  Sep 
(JD,  JMu),  Tallahassee  16  Sep  (tJC),  and  Key 
Largo  27  Sep  (BM).  Eight  Acadian  Flycatchers 
were  totaled  at  Dunedin  Hammock  14  Sep  (PF, 
SR),  and  7 were  at  Saddle  Creek  C.R,  Polk  30 
Sep  (PF).  Two  Traill’s  Flycatchers  were  found 
at  Emeralda  Marsh,  Lake  11  Sep  (JP).  An  East- 
ern Phoebe  at  New  Port  Richey  31  Aug  (KT) 
was  early,  while  a migrant  Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher at  Bald  Pt.  8 Oct  (JMu)  was  on  sched- 
ule. A Tropical  Kingbird  at  St.  Marks  NW.R.  19 
Oct+  (TC  et  al.)  presumably  was  the  same  indi- 
vidual that  wintered  there  last  year,  while  a 
Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbird  was  in  Palm  Beach  3 
Aug  (JHB  et  al.).  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  returned 
to  L.  Apopka  9 Nov  for  its  4th  winter  (HR). 
Migratory  flocks  of  Eastern  Kingbirds  were 
noted  over  Ft.  George  I.,  Duval  (200)  27  Aug 
(RC),  Key  Largo  (500)  5 Sep  (BM),  and  Merritt 
1.  (165)  14  Sep  (DSi).  One  at  Ft.  De  Soto  25 
Nov  (LAt,  IH,  ph.)  was  extremely  late.  Twenty 
Gray  Kingbirds  at  Cedar  Key  23  Aug  (JHi)  rep- 
resented a high  number,  while  inland  observa- 
tions came  from  L.  Apopka  25  Aug  (HR)  and 
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On  18  Nov,  Gardler  discovered  an  unfamiliar  swallow  among  Barn,  Cave,  and  Tree  Swallows  at  Viera.  It  was 
similar  to  Tree  Swallows  but  had  an  all-white  rump,  a pale  forehead,  and  white  tertial  edges.Three  observers 
photographed  the  swallow,  which  remained  to  21  Nov.  After  examination  of  guides  and  discussion  on  the  ID-Fron- 
tiers  listserve,  the  bird  was  determined  to  represent  either  a Mangrove  Swallow  (Jachycineta  albilinea)  or  White- 
rumped  Swallow  (I  leucorrhoa),  neither  documented  previously  in  North  America.  (Tumbes  Swallow  [T.  stolz- 
manni],  recently  split  from  Mangrove  Swallow  and  endemic  to  nw.  Peru,  presumably  can  be  ruled  out  by  range.)  The 
species  are  nearly  identical  but  are  widely  allopatric,  so  identification  has  never  before  been  an  issue.  Mangrove  Swal- 
lows are  resident  from  Mexico  to  Panama,  while  White-rumped  Swallows  are  long-distance  austral  migrants  from 
Brazil  south  through  Uruguay.  Sykes,  Atherton,  and  Gardler  have  examined  museum  specimens  and  conclude  that 
the  Viera  swallow  was  a Mangrove  Swallow. 


Glades  28  Nov  (JHa).  Nine  reports  were 
received  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  begin- 
ning 6 Oct  (m.  ob.).  Single  Bell's  Vireos 
enlivened  Half  Moon  W.M.A.,  Sumter  2 Oct 
(JKr),  Birch  S.P.,  Ft.  Lauderdale  4-18  Oct 
(WG,  RMa),  Frog  Pond  12  Oct  (MB),  and 
Deering  Estate,  Miami  25  Oct  (JR,  MWh).  War- 
bling Vireos  were  found  at  Key  West  5 Oct 
(TDSi)  and  Deering  Estate  11  Oct  (MWh), 
while  a Philadelphia  Vireo  tarried  at  Bill 
Baggs/Cape  Florida  to  1 Nov  (MD).  Yellow- 
green  Vireos,  casual  in  Florida,  were  reported 
at  Key  West  9 Sep  (tBM)  and  Ft.  De  Soto  11  Sep 
(TLAt  et  al.). 

Swallows  were  much  in  evidence  this  fall. 
Simpson  tallied  22  Banks,  2 Cliffs,  3 Caves,  and 
915  Barns  in  sw.  Palm  Beach  22  Aug,  and  30 
Banks,  20  Cliffs,  and  1200  Barns  at  Stick  Marsh, 
Brevard  and  Indian  River  28  Aug.  Elsewhere,  41 
Bank  Swallows  were  at  L.  Apopka  4 Sep,  and 
840  Barns  were  there  8 Sep  (HR),  and  up  to  13 
Cave  Swallows,  apparently  of  the  sw.  taxon 
pelodoma , were  at  Viera  18-23  Nov  (MG  et  al). 
Cliff  Swallows  were  widely  reported  (m.  ob.), 
including  10  at  McIntosh,  Marion  20  Aug  (RR); 
one  near  New  Port  Richey  15  Sep  (KT),  and  4 at 
Spring  Hill  19  Oct  (A&BH).  At  L.  Apopka, 
Robinson  tallied  264  House  Wrens  20  Oct  and 
23  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  and  77  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  24  Nov.  It  was  a good  season  for 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  (m.  ob.),  with  3 at 
Anclote,  Pasco  10  Nov+  (RS,  KT  et  al.),  one  at 
Honeymoon  I.  15  Nov  (1H  et  al.),  and  2 at  Wals- 
inghant  Park,  Pinellas  27  Nov  (JF).  Foreshadow- 
ing a winter  irruption.  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  at 
Cedar  Key  (4  birds)  14  Nov+  (DHe),  Ft.  De  Soto 
(3  birds)  25  Nov  (LAt,  1H),  and  w.  Kendall  (one) 
15  Nov  (JHB).  Over  100  nocturnal  calls  of 
Swainson’s  and  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  were 
heard  over  Eustis,  Lake  17  Oct  (JP). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  were  eight  reports  of  Blue-winged  War- 
blers (all  but  one  of  singles)  14  Aug-1 1 Oct,  and 
nine  reports  of  Golden-winged  Warblers  (all 
singles)  8 Aug-15  Nov  (m.  ob.).  The  latter 
Golden-winged,  at  Tallahassee  (GM),  repre- 
sented a very  late  date.  Thirty-five  Tennessee 
Warblers  were  at  Bonner  Park,  Pinellas  12  Oct 
QF).  Of  eight  Nashville  Warbler  reports,  one  at 
New  Port  Richey  24  Nov  (KT)  was  apparently 
wintering.  Five  Chestnut-sided  and  24  Black- 
burnian Warblers  were  found  at  Dunedin  Ham- 
mock 14  Sep  (SR,  PF),  and  6 Chestnut-sideds 
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I were  at  Saddle  Creek  C.R  the  following  day  (PF, 
BSn,  LAI).  A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  was  a 
| one-day  wonder  at  Bonner  Park  12  Oct  (KN  et 
al.),  while  another  presumably  was  wintering  at 
Royal  Palm,  Everglades  N.R  22  Nov+  (DCu).  A 
Blackpoll  Warbler  attempted  to  winter  at  Bill 
Baggs/Cape  Florida  4 Nov+  (RD).  Nineteen 
reports  of  Cerulean  Warblers  3 Aug-14  Oct 
were  received  (m.  ob.),  all  singles  except  for  3 at 
Dunedin  Hammock  14  Sep  (DSi).  “Very  high 
numbers”  of  Prothonotary  Warblers  were  noted 
in  Broward  21  Aug-28  Sep  (fide  WG).  There 
were  eight  Swainson’s  Warbler  reports  4 Sep-14 
Oct,  18  Kentucky  Warbler  reports  19  Aug-15 
Oct,  12  Wilsons  Warbler  reports  21  Sep-29 
Nov,  and  15  Canada  Warbler  reports  7 Aug-15 
Oct  (m.  ob.).  Three  Canadas  were  found  in 
Franklin  13  Sep  (JD,  JMu).  Up  to  5 Yellow- 
breasted Chats  were  found  at  Frog  Pond  16  Sep+ 
(MD  et  al.).  Warblers  al  L.  Apopka  included  119 
Yellows  28  Aug,  24  Prairies  15  Sep,  416  Palms  9 
Nov,  102  Northern  Waterthrushes  26  Sep,  and 
321  Common  Yellowthroats  2 Oct  (HR).  At  Key 
Largo,  Mulrooney  banded  the  following  war- 
blers: 134  Worm-eating,  51  Swainsons,  and  338 
Ovenbirds. 

A white-throated  Bananaquit — perhaps 
equally  likely  to  have  strayed  from  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula  as  from  the  Bahamas — at  Ft.  De  Soto 
19-23  Oct  (MWi  et  al.,  ph.  BP)  established  a 
first  for  the  Gulf  Coast.  Ten  Summer  and  4 Scar- 
let Tanagers  were  at  Dunedin  Hammock  14  Sep 
(PF,  SR);  25+  Scarlets  were  at  St.  George  1.  14 
Oct  GO.  Another  Scarlet  at  Tallahassee  1 Nov 
(FR)  was  tardy.  Western  Tanagers  enlivened 
Bald  Pt.  13  Oct  QD)  and  Royal  Palm,  Ever- 
glades N.R  25  Oct  (DCu).  Nine  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  found  in  the  Region  beginning  2 
Oct  (m.  ob.),  with  one  s.  to  Cudjoe  Key,  Monroe 
4 Oct  (DSi).  Two  Lark  Sparrows  at  Tram  Road, 
Tallahassee  22-29  Aug  (GM,  JC  et  al.)  were  the 
first  of  9 for  the  Region  (m.  ob.).  A juv.  Seaside 
Sparrow  at  Pelican  Island  NW.R.,  Indian  River 
10  Aug  (DSi)  had  down  far  s.  of  its  breeding 
range.  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  located  in 
Franklin  28  Sep-1  Oct  QD,  JMu),  L.  Apopka  (5 
birds)  17  Nov  (HR),  Paynes  Prairie  (2  birds)  1 
Nov  (MMa),  and  Key  Largo  8 Nov  (BM). 
Robinson  counted  434  Swamp  Sparrows  at  L. 
Apopka  29  Nov.  White-crowned  Sparrows 
made  it  s.  to  Loop  Road,  Monroe  2 Nov  GHB) 
and  Flamingo  23  Nov  (LM).  Up  to  2 Lapland 
Longspurs  enlivened  Springhill  W.T.P.  18-19 
Oct  OKr  et  al).  A fallout  of  40+  Rose-breasted 


Grosbeaks  was  noted  at  St.  George  I.  14  Oct 
GO,  while  individuals  lingered  at  Bald  Pt.  to  6 
Nov  QD)  and  in  Leon  to  15  Nov  (GM).  Appar- 
ently 2 different  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were 
present  at  Turkey  Creek  Sanctuary,  Brevard 
19-23  Oct  (+ DSi  et  al.),  and  281  Indigo 
Buntings  were  tallied  at  L.  Apopka  16  Oct  (HR). 

Blackbirds  at  L.  Apopka  included  10,375 
Red-wingeds  15  Sep,  one  Yellow-headed  24  Nov, 
and  2 Rusty  Blackbirds  30  Nov  (HR).  Another 
Yellow-headed  was  at  Hague  10  Nov  (MMa,  RR, 
AK).  A Shiny  Cowbird  visited  Panacea,  Wakulla 
12  Sep  QD),  while  several  were  at  Pembroke 
Pines,  Broward  17  Nov+  (D&SH,  ph.).  Three 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  found  at  Cedar  Key  26 
Oct  (RR),  while  at  least  5 were  wintering  at 
Naples,  Collier  25  Nov+  (DSu  et  al.).  Rarely  seen 
in  fall,  Orchard  Orioles  were  spotted  at  Jupiter 
Inlet  (2  birds)  21  Sep  GHa),  s.  Miami-Dade  (4 
birds)  13  Aug-24  Sep  (DL,  MD,  RD),  and  Bill 
Baggs/Cape  Florida  (one)  26  Aug  (RD).  House 
Finches  continued  their  gradual  colonization  of 
the  cen.  and  s.  peninsula  (m.  ob.),  and  Ameri- 
can Goldfinches  reached  Miami-Dade  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years  (fide  JHB). 

Cited  contributors  (regional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Carole  Adams,  Howard  Adams,  Brian 
Ahern,  Larry  Albright  (LAI),  Bruce  H.  Ander- 
son, Lyn  Atherton  (LAt),  John  Ault,  Jocie  Baker 
GBa),  Gian  Basili  (GBa),  Giff  Beaton  (GBe),  Joe 
Benedict  GBe),  Mark  Berney,  Clay  Black,  Bill  & 
Jan  Bolte,  Jeff  Bouton  GBo),  John  H.  Boyd  III 
GHB),  Pat  Burns,  Jim  Cavanagh,  Doug  Clark 
(DC1),  Roger  Clark,  Mary  Coerver,  Linda 
Cooper,  Dick  Cunningham  (DCu),  Tom  Curtis, 

| Terry  Doyle,  Michelle  Davis.  Robin  Diaz,  Jack 
Dozier,  Michel  Evans,  Charlie  Ewell.  Paul 
Fellers,  Judy  Fisher,  Murray  Gardler,  Wally 
George,  Jack  Hailman  GHa),  Al  and  Bev  Hansen. 
David  Harder  (DHa),  Greg  Hart,  Mark  Hedden 
i (MHe),  Dale  Henderson  (DHe),  Irene  Hernan- 
dez, Michael  Hill  (MHi),  John  Hintermister 
GHi),  Dart  and  Suze  Humeston),  Florian  Jeff, 
Dean  and  Sally  Jue,  Adam  Kent,  Grace  and 
Richard  Kiltie,  Joyce  King  GK'X  Marianne 
Korosy,  Jerry  Krummrich  GKU»  Ed  Kwater, 
David  La  Puma,  Mary  Landsman,  Patrick  Leary, 
Rob  Lengacher,  Holly  Lovell,  Russell  MacGregor 
(RMa),  Mike  Manetz  (MMa),  Larry  Manfredi, 
Andy  and  Elaine  Maywalt,  Vince  McGrath,  Mike 
McMillian  (MMc),  Michael  Meisenburg  (MMe), 
Gail  Menk,  Rodrigo  Migoya  (RMi),  Brennan 
Mulrooney,  John  Murphy  GMu),  Kris  Nelson, 
Rob  Norton,  Kathy  O’Reilly-Doyle  (KOD),  Patty 
Orr,  Ruth  Palenik  (RuP),  Rich  Paul  (RiP),  Ger- 
ard Phillips,  David  Powell,  Peggy  Powell,  Bill 
Pranty,  John  Puschock,  Cindy  and  Kurt 
Radamaker,  Sue  Riffe,  Bryant  Roberts,  Don 
Robinson,  Harry  Robinson,  Tom  Rodriguez,  Jill 
Rosenfield,  Rex  Rowan,  Fran  Rutkovsky,  Earl 
Scales,  Jack  Skalickey,  Bob  Simons  (BSi),  David 
Simpson  (DSi),  Ray  Smart,  Bob  Snow  (BSn),  Bob 
Stoll  (BSt),  Doug  Suitor  (DSu),  Paul  Sykes,  Pete 
Timmer,  Ken  Tracey,  Chris  Tucker,  Jeff  Weber, 
Mickey  Wheeler  (MWh),  Margie  Wilkinson 
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The  long,  warm,  dry  summer  continued 
into  fall  over  most  of  the  province, 
delaying  the  southbound  migration  of 
some  species.  There  was  some  increased  pre- 
cipitation by  early  October,  welcome  after  the 
prolonged  dry  conditions  earlier  in  the  year, 
but  water  levels  in  the  Great  Lakes  remained 
very  low.  Winter  suddenly  arrived  in  the 
north  of  the  province  in  the  third  week  of 
October  with  snowstorms  and  record-low 
temperatures;  Rainy  River  had  permanent 
snow  cover  by  19  October.  In  Algonquin 
Provincial  Park,  small  lakes  froze  over  by 
early  November,  a month  earlier  than  in  the 
mild  fall  of  2001,  though  larger  lakes  were 
still  open  at  the  end  of  November.  In  the 
south  of  the  province,  there  was  a confusing 
succession  of  Arctic  cold  fronts  alternating 
with  warmer  spells  from  mid-October  to  the 
end  of  November,  with  repeated  lake-effect 
snow  squalls  to  the  lee  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

Coniferous  and  deciduous  seed  crops  were 
abundant  throughout  the  province,  but  very 
few  winter  finches  were  in  evidence  even  in 
the  north,  their  low  density  perhaps  reflecting 
this  widespread  food  availability.  Berry  crops 
were  superb  almost  everywhere,  weighing 
down  the  branches  of  many  fruit-bearing 
trees,  encouraging  some  migrants  to  linger 
later  than  usual. 

The  advent  of  the  West  Nile  virus  severely 
affected  some  bird  species,  especially  owls 
and  corvids.  At  the  Owl  Rehabilitation  Centre 
in  Vineland,  Niagara,  all  the  captive  northern 
owls  were  wiped  out,  but  owl  species  with  a 
more  southerly  range  appeared  to  be  less  seri- 
ously affected.  This  was  thought  to  be  related 
to  the  denser  body  plumage  of  the  northern 
owls,  which  harbors  more  hippoboscid  flat 
flies,  one  of  the  possible  vectors  for  the  virus. 
Some  populations  of  American  Crows  were 
markedly  reduced.  This  was  especially 
noticeable  in  the  Greater  Toronto  Area,  where 
crows  virtually  disappeared,  but  the  effects 
were  less  pronounced  in  more  rural  areas. 

It  was  not  a fall  of  outstanding  rarities, 
though  Ontario  gained  its  first  confirmed 
record  of  Tropical  Kingbird,  an  obligingly 
long-staying  bird  enjoyed  by  a host  of 
observers  in  the  extreme  southwest  of  the 
province.  There  was  an  unprecedented  influx 
of  Brown  Pelicans  into  the  Great  Lakes  Basin 
during  the  season,  probably  involving  at  least 
seven  different  birds  often  appearing  and  dis- 
appearing at  widely  scattered  locations,  frus- 
trating many  would-be  observers.  Consistent 
with  their  increasing  breeding  population, 
Ross’s  Geese  were  widely  reported;  Northern 
Gannet  sightings  were  also  unusually  numer- 
ous in  October  and  November,  both  on  Lake 
Ontario  and  on  the  Ottawa  River;  and  there 
was  a small  influx  of  Cave  Swallows  in  mid- 
November. 

Abbreviations:  A. PR  (Algonquin  PR,  Nipiss- 
ing):  C.A.  (Conservation  Area);  H.B.M.O. 
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(Holiday  Beach  Migration  Observatory, 
Essex);  K.EN.  (Kingston  Field  Naturalists); 
L.RB.O.  (Long  Point  Bird  Observatory,  Nor- 
folk): P.  E.  Pt.  (Prince  Edward  Point,  Prince 
Edward):  RP.N.R  (Point  Pelee  National  Park, 
Essex):  T.C.B.O.  (Thunder  Cape  Bird  Obser- 
vatory, Thunder  Bay).  Place  names  in  italics 
refer  to  districts  and  regional  municipalities 
as  well  as  counties. 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Representing  an  unusually  high  count,  268 
Red-throated  Loons  flew  past  Van  Wagners 
Beach,  Hamilton  16  Nov  (NCM,  SJB);  5 at 
Fanshawe  C.A.,  Middlesex  17  Nov  (WGL) 
were  a large  number  for  a small,  manmade, 
inland  reservoir.  There  was  an  ad.  Pacific 
Loon  at  R E.  Pt.  3 Nov  (K.EN.).  The  430 
Pied-billed  Grebes  at  Erieau,  Chatham-Kent 
13  Oct  provided  a record  high  count  for  the 
Rondeau  area  (JTB,  KJB),  while  Red-necked 
Grebe  numbers  peaked  at  340  in  West  Bay, 
Manitoulin  1.18  Oct  (CBe).  Single  ad.  Eared 
Grebes  were  at  Colonel  Sam  Smith  Park, 
Toronto  24  Aug  (GC)  and  at  Little  Current 
S.T.R,  Manitoulin  1.  6 Sep  (EA);  single  imm. 
Eared  Grebes  were  off  the  Tip  of  P.P.N.R  20 
Oct  (1R,  KRK,  PSB),  at  Erieau  25  Oct  (SC),  on 
the  Cataraqui  R.,  Kingston  2-7  Nov  (ROW  et 
al.),  and  at  Turkey  Pt.,  Norfolk  20  Nov  (DEP, 
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m.  ob.).  Two  Western  Grebes  were  well 
watched  in  Hamilton  harbor  4-6  Oct  (JO, 
RSt,  m.  ob.),  and  another  was  near  Echo  Bay, 
Algoma  12  Oct  (EM). 

Northern  Gannet  sightings,  all  of  single 
juvs.,  began  with  one  flying  over  the  city  of 
Ottawa  9 Oct  (TB,  MGR),  followed  by  a 
sickly  bird  found  on  the  Ottawa  R.  26  Oct, 
which  was  rehabilitated  and  flown  to  Nova 
Scotia  for  release;  one  flew  w.  up  the  Ottawa 
R.  past  Shirleys  Bay  11  Nov  (PW),  and  one 
flew  e.  past  the  Parliament  Buildings  15  Nov 
(GS).  In  the  Hamilton  area,  a Northern  Gan- 
net appeared  off  Van  Wagners  Beach  17 
(DRD),  22  (CSAM),  & 23  Nov  (RZD,  CE), 
while  a 2nd  bird  was  off  the  Burlington  Ship 
Canal  23  Nov  (BSC,  TAC),  off  Bronte  harbor 
24  Nov  (GE),  and  in  Hamilton  harbor  30 
Nov  (KN).  One  was  seen  in  Humber  Bay, 
Toronto  23  Nov  (VH  et  al.),  and  perhaps  this 
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Visiting  two  states  and  two  provinces  around  the  Great  Lakes  in  2002,  this  map  depicts  the  movements 
of  the  juvenile  Brown  Pelican  with  the  hole  in  the  webbing  of  its  left  foot.  Map  by  Matthew  Holder. 

The  unprecedented  fall  influx  of  Brown  Pelicans  began  2 Aug  with  a first-summer  bird  on  the  breakwater  at 
Cobourg  harbor,  Northumberland  (V&MR),  later  seen  14-19  Aug  at  Barcovan  Beach,  Hastings  (m.  ob.)  and 
finally  at  Hamilton  harbor  3-4  Oct  (DRS,  JAC,  RG  et  al.),  although  it  probably  spent  much  of  the  summer  and  fall  on 
the  New  York  shore  of  L.  Ontario.  On  L.  Erie,  another  first-summer  bird,  which  had  spent  most  of  the  summer  and  fall 
in  Ohio,  was  at  Cedar  Beach, Essex  4 Sep  (DK,  MCI).  Inland  from  the  Great  Lakes,  an  extremely  tame,  distinctive  juv.  with 
a hole  in  the  webbing  of  its  left  foot  traveled  through  two  states  and  two  provinces,  where  it  was  detected  at  no  fewer 
than  10  locations;  it  was  first  seen  in  Ontario  23-26  Sep  at  Deux  Rivieres,  Renfrew,  then  at  Steenburg  L,  Hastings  28 
Sep,  at  Jordan  L.,  Hastings  28-29  Sep,  at  Belmont  L., Peterborough  29  Sep-1  Oct  (J&VS,  m.  ob.),  and  at  Crowe  Bridge, 
Northumberland  1 Oct.  At  all  these  locations  it  had  no  fear  of  humans,  in  fact  demanding  handouts  of  food  at  every 
opportunity.  On  5 Oct,  the  remnants  of  Hurricane  Lili  may  have  swept  another  juv.  to  P.P.N.P.,  where  it  flew  s.off  theTip 
against  stiff  winds  (MAK,  SER  et  al.);  on  the  same  date,  another  juv.  was  seen  at  Athol  Bay,  Northumberland  (J&SB), 
then  remained  on  L.  Ontario  for  several 
weeks,  though  with  only  one  further 
sighting  in  Ontario,  at  Cobourg  13-14 
Oct  (CEG  et  al.). 

By  carefully  assessing  dates,  locations, 
and  individual  characteristics  of  the  birds 
observed,  it  was  thought  that  there  were 
probably  at  least  7 Brown  Pelicans  on  or 
near  the  Great  Lakes  this  fall,  though 
probably  only  5 of  these  birds  appeared 
in  Ontario.  It  was  instructive  to  note  what 
great  distances  these  birds  could  cover  in 
a relatively  short  time,  sometimes 
repeatedly  criss-crossing  L.  Ontario, 
sometimes  wandering  more  widely  over 
smaller  bodies  of  water  in  the  Great 
Lakes  Basin. 

Brown  Pelican  has  always  been  a very 
rare  vagrant  to  the  Great  Lakes,  and  in 
addition  as  a fish-eating  species  was 
adversely  affected  by  DDT/DDE  in  the 
1950s,  taking  several  decades  to  recover 
its  numbers.This  influx  could  indicate  that 
it  may  be  one  of  the  species  benefiting 
from  global  warming  and  could  become  a 
regular  annual  visitor  to  the  Region. 
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This  juvenile  Brown  Pelican  was  photographed  at  Belmont  Lake,  Peter- 
borough, Ontario  29  September  2002;  note  the  distinctive  hole  in  the 
bird's  left  foot,  which  permitted  identification  as  it  moved  from  site 
to  site.  Photograph  by  Tom  Morton. 


same  bird  appeared  off  Pickering,  Durham 
24  Nov  (KJ  et  al.)  and  Whitby  harbor, 
Durham  the  following  day  (m.  ob.);  Port 
Weller,  Niagara  also  had  a flyby  24  Nov 
(BRA  et  al.). 

Away  from  the  nw.  of  the  province,  there 
were  2 American  White  Pelicans  at  Long 
Point  1 Aug — 12  Sep  (L.PB.O.),  and  one  was 
seen  in  South  Bay,  Pelee  1.  1 6 Aug  (MCo);  one 
first  seen  at  Hamilton  harbor  25  Aug  (TT) 
settled  in  at  Cootes  Paradise,  Dundas  the  next 
day  and  remained  to  13  Oct  (m.  ob.),  and 
there  were  2 at  Shirleys  Bay,  Ottawa  28  Aug 
(BR,  TB). 

An  imm.  Great  Cormorant  was  found  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  23  Nov  (AW,  KO  et  al.) 
and  seen  later  the  same  day  at  Port  Weller 
(BRA).  A Great  Egret  was  n.  to  White  Trout 
L.,  A.EP.  14  Aug  (MS),  and  an  amazing  375 
Great  Egrets  were  counted  in  Big  Creek 
Marsh,  Holiday  Beach,  Essex  24  Aug  (fide 
ATC);  3 birds  at  Muddy  Creek,  Essex  2 Nov 
were  late  (DJW).  Single  Snowy  Egrets  were  at 
Lighthouse  Pt.,  Pelee  1.  16  (DJW)  & 27  Aug 
(EJM,  GTH),  and  at  Big  Creek  N.W.A.,  Nor- 
folk 21  Sep  (CSAM  et  al.).  A juv.  Cattle  Egret 
on  Middle  L,  Essex  21  Aug  (AW,  VIM)  was  a 
wanderer,  not  a product  of  any  nesting  at  that 
location;  one  was  at  Presqu’ile  P.P,  Northum- 
berland 24  Aug — late  Sep  (BDL,  m.  ob.)  and 
another  at  Wheatley  harbor,  Essex  23  Sep-2 
Oct  (GTH,  m.  ob.).  A juv.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  photographed  at  Port  Col- 
borne,  Niagara  10-11  Aug  (WDA,  BP,  m. 
ob.).  The  Grimsby  S.T.R,  Niagara  held  one 
basic-plumaged  ad.  and  one  juv.  Glossy  Ibis 
30  Aug— 7 Sep  (TAC,  DRD,  CE,  GMN). 

A Black  Vulture  was  seen  in  flight  near 
Pontypool,  Durham  21  Nov  (SW).  Migrating 
Turkey  Vultures  were  recorded  in  impressive 
numbers  at  almost  all  the  hawk  watch  sites 
on  L.  Ontario  and  L.  Erie,  including  season 
totals  of  21,738  at  H.B.M.O.  and  9189  at 
Hawk  Cliff,  Elgin. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  widely 
reported  in  the  south,  with  the  largest  groups 
6 at  P E.  Pt  3 Oct  (RTS),  12  at  Morpeth, 
Chatham-Kcnt  28  Oct  0TB),  and  8 at  Cayuga, 
Haldimand  3-9  Nov  (BDJ,  JEH).  Unexpect- 
edly large  groups  of  Snow  Geese  included  a 
flock  of  50  blue-morph  birds  over  Lostwater 
L„  A. PE  21  Oct  (WC  fide  RGT)  and  100 
white  morphs  at  Precious  Corners,  Northum- 
berland 18  Nov  (AEW).  Thunder  Bay’s 
Chippewa  landfill  had  an  ad.  Ross’s  Goose  5 
Sep  (RZD),  joined  later  by  another  ad.  (BMo), 
with  both  staying  to  19  Sep;  an  imm.  was  at 
nearby  Silver  Islet  28  Sep+  (BC),  and  by  early 
Oct,  there  were  up  to  8 Ross’s  Geese  in  the 
Thunder  Bay  area  (fide  NGE).  In  the  south, 
Ross’s  Geese  were  seen  in  several  locations, 
including  an  ad.  with  Canada  Geese  in  Hay 
Bay,  Prince  Edward  3-9  Nov  (K.EN.),  one  at 
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Thetford  S.T.F,  Lambton  11-24  Nov  (AHR),  2 
ads.  with  2 hybrid  Ross’s  x Snow  Geese  in  a 
stormwater  pond  beside  a major  highway  in 
Mississauga,  Peel  13-15  Nov  (RZD,  m.  ob.), 
one  at  Kingsville,  Essex  14-25  Nov  (DJW,  m. 
ob.),  and  one  at  Cranberry  Marsh,  Durham  15 
Nov  (DJL  et  al).  A flock  of  850  Brant  flew 
past  Van  Wagners  Beach  3 Oct  (DRS  et  al.);  a 
lone  Brant  on  Pelee  1.  13  Oct  (DJW)  was  rare 
for  that  location,  as  were  3 at  Erieau  26-30 
Oct  (SC  et  al.). 

Single  female  King  Eiders  were  off  Stoney 
Creek,  Hamilton  3 Nov  (WFS,  JAC,  JAND), 
and  off  the  Tip  of  P.RN.R  7 (RLW,  KAM)  & 29 
Nov  (AW).  Harlequin  Ducks  were  widely 
reported,  mostly  singles,  but  Cranberry 
Marsh  had  a pair  3 Nov  (SL),  and  a pair  was 
at  Kettle  Pt.,  Lambton  24  Nov  for  about  a 
week  (AHR).  There  was  a high  count  of  300 
Black  Scoters  off  the  Hamilton-Burlington 
lakeshore  3 Nov  (RC  et  al.).  In  Ottawa,  2 
male  and  one  female  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  fre- 
quented the  Ottawa  R.  27  Oct — 30  Nov+ 
(BDL,  m.  ob.),  and  a male  was  seen  intermit- 
tently off  Stoney  Creek  9-30  Nov+  (RC,  GJS, 
m.  ob.).  The  360  Hooded  Mergansers  on  Lake 
Pond  27  Nov  were  a record-high  count  for 
P.P.N.P  (AW). 

Raptor  migration  appeared  low-key  this 
fall,  largely  because  there  were  very  few  days 
of  sustained  favorable  winds  to  bring  good 
numbers  of  birds  past  established  hawk- 
watching sites;  rather,  birds  seemed  to  slip 
through  on  broad  fronts  farther  away  than 
usual  from  the  Great  Lakes.  That  actual  num- 
bers were  not  reduced  is  borne  out  by  excel- 
lent counts  at  several  Michigan  sites.  A late 
Osprey  was  over  Hamilton  harbor  21  Nov 
(SK).  Bald  Eagle  numbers  were  encouraging, 
with  13  (5  ads.,  2 second-year,  and  6 hatch- 
year)  at  P E.  Pt.  25  Aug  (DO),  60+  at  the 
town  dump  in  Atikokan,  Rainy  River  in  early 
Nov  (DHE),  and  60+  at  the  Thunder  Bay 
dump  17  Nov  (TBFN).  Broad-winged  Hawk 
migration  was  disappointing  as  outlined 
above,  with  H.B.M.O.  recording  only  4886 
birds  in  the  entire  season,  a fraction  of  the 
usual  total,  while  L.  Erie  Metropark,  Ml  tal- 
lied 106,417.  A dark-morph  Swainson’s 
Hawk  was  a highlight  of  the  High  Park, 
Toronto  hawk  watch  15  Sep  (GC,  JDM  et  al.). 
A white  Gyrfalcon  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long 
Point  30  Oct  (MH,  L.P.B.O.). 

A Virginia  Rail  was  most  unexpected  in  a 
tiny  parkette  in  the  depths  of  downtown 
Toronto  18  Oct  (RF).  An  ailing  Purple 
Gallinule  was  found  near  Blind  River, 
Algoma  in  late  Oct;  it  was  taken  to  a veteri- 
narian but  later  died  (fide  EM).  An  ad.  Lesser 
Sandhill  Crane  (G.  c.  canadensis ),  a rare 
migrant  in  Ontario,  appeared  to  be  paired 
with  a Greater  at  Big  Creek  N.W.A.  on  the 
early  (for  s.  Ontario)  date  of  21  Sep  (RR); 
peak  numbers  for  Sandhill  Cranes  were  3000 
at  Bruce  Mines,  Algoma  27  Sep  (EM),  2000  in 


the  Massey-Espanola  area,  Sudbury  2 Oct 
(EM),  and  1900  at  Spring  Bay,  Manitoulin  1. 
9 Oct  (CBe). 

Port  Colborne  had  a Piping  Plover  10-18 
Oct  (J&BF,  m.  ob.).  There  was  a group  of  12 
American  Avocets  at  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Cr., 
Kingsville  4 Sep  (DK,  MC).  Small  numbers 
of  Willets,  mostly  singles,  were  reported 
across  s.  Ontario,  with  a maximum  of  3 at 
Pinery  PP,  Lambton  16  Aug  (PSB).  The  30 
Hudsonian  Godwits  flying  over  Hillman 
Marsh  3 Oct  afforded  a record-high  count  for 
PP.N.P.  (BSC,  LC,  DJW).  A Marbled  Godwit 
was  at  Wildwood  L.,  Oxford  20-29  Sep 
(J&MH,  m.  ob.).  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  in 
good  numbers,  with  a high  count  of  23  at 
Presqu’ile  PR  20  Aug  (JJT),  and  Stilt  Sand- 
piper numbers  rose  to  40  at  the  Grimsby 

S. T.R  17  Aug  (BSC).  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers were  also  well  reported,  with  peak 
counts  of  6 in  the  Pelee  onion  fields  6 Sep 
(AW)  and  6 at  the  Chippewa  landfill  8 Sep 
(NGE).  At  the  Emo  S.T.R  11  Aug,  2 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  the  first  ever  seen  in  juv. 
plumage  in  Rainy  River  (DHE). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  VIRE0S 

There  were  only  four  reports  of  Pomarine 
Jaegers:  a subad.  was  the  6th  record  for 
P.RN.R  at  the  Tip  19  Oct  (1R,  KRK,  PSB),  one 
was  off  Van  Wagners  Beach  22  Oct  (DRS  et 
al),  one  at  Kettle  Pt.  1 Nov  (BH),  and  a dark 
juv.  was  at  the  Tip  of  PPN.P.  8 Nov  (AW). 
Passage  of  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  good  but  not 
outstanding,  with  e.  winds  at  Van  Wagners 
Beach  producing  the  first  23  Aug  (RZD)  and 
high  counts  of  6 on  1 Sep  (RZD  et  al.)  and  5 
on  7 Sep  (MCr  et  al).  A juv.  light-morph 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  off  Van  Wagners 
Beach  28  Aug  (RZD,  DRD),  an  ad.  there 
28-29  Aug  (RSt  et  al.),  and  another  juv.  15 
Sep  (CJE  et  al.). 

A definitive-basic  Laughing  Gull  was  at  the 
Blenheim  landfill,  Chatham-Kent  20  Nov 
(KJB),  and  a juv.  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at 

T. C.B.O.  20-21  Aug  (JRA).  A Black-headed 
Gull  was  found  at  the  Adam  Beck  G.S.  on  the 
Niagara  R.  16  Nov  (Jl,  KAM)  and  probably 
the  same  bird  was  at  nearby  Queenston 
19-30  Nov+  (m.  ob.).  There  were  3,  possibly 
4,  California  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  R.,  includ- 
ing a third-winter  at  Adam  Beck  22-30  Nov+ 
(Jl,  RGT,  m.  ob.),  together  with  an  ad.  there 
23-30  Nov+  (WDA,  BP,  m.  ob.),  an  ad.  above 
the  Falls  24  Nov,  and  a second-winter  bird  at 
the  Falls  30  Nov.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  widely  reported  in  the  south,  and  the 
Sudbury  dump  had  a subad.  20  (CBe)  & 28 
Nov  (EM).  The  3rd  and  4th  records  of  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  for  A. PR  were  a juv.  at  L. 
Opeongo  17  Aug  (DCT)  and  an  ad.  at  Radi- 
ant L.  12  Oct  (MVAB,  ph.  JJD,  WKG,  CR).  A 
juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  was  on  the  n.  shore  of  Big  I., 
Prince  Edward  14  Sep  (JD),  another  was  off 
Van  Wagners  Beach  27  Sep  (RZD),  and  an  ad. 


was  at  Presqu’ile  RP.  28  Sep  (JMR).  Single  juv. 
Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  off  Van  Wagn- 
ers Beach  31  Aug — 2 Sep  (Jl,  RP,  m.  ob.)  and 
off  Fifty  Pt.  C.A.  Hamilton/Niagara  1 Sep 
(RZD  et  al.).  Van  Wagners  had  up  to  9 Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  11  Oct — 17  Nov  (m.  ob.), 
all  juvs.  except  for  one  ad.  22  Oct  (DRS  et 
al.),  with  a high  count  of  3 birds  16  Nov 
(NCM);  single  juvs.  were  also  seen  on  the 
Niagara  R.  20-30  Nov+  (BP,  m.  ob.)  and  on 
the  Ottawa  R.  in  Ottawa  24  Nov  (MG). 

An  Atlantic  Puffin  flew  up  the  Ottawa  R. 
in  Ottawa  15  Oct  (BDL).  A hybrid  Black- 
billed x Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  studied  at 
the  Tip  of  Long  Point  6 Oct  (MH,  RR, 
L.RB.O.).  Two  Northern  Hawk  Owls  were 
perched  at  the  roadside  near  Parry  Sound  22 
Nov  (CBe).  T.C.B.O.  banded  a record  113 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  on  the  night  of  3 
Oct  ORA)-  An  imm.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird lingered  at  Southampton,  Bruce 
early  Oct — 12  Nov  (LL  et  al.).  A well- 
described  male  Rufous  Hummingbird 
appeared  at  a feeder  at  Pt.  Petre,  Prince 
Edward  1 Sep  (BV)  and  at  nearby  Wellington 
10  Sep  (MK). 

Two  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  near  the 
town  of  Rainy  River  through  Aug  and  Sep 
(DHE)  provided  the  2nd  record  for  Rainy 
River.  An  imm.  Downy  Woodpecker  on  Mid- 
dle I.,  L.  Erie  21  Aug  and  25  Sep  (AW,  VLM) 
was  considered  unusual  for  this  tiny,  isolated 
location. 

An  Acadian  Flycatcher  at  the  Tip  of 
PPN.P.  29  Aug  QLD)  was  a very  rare  fall  tran- 
sient. The  first  confirmed  Tropical  Kingbird 
for  Ontario  was  enjoyed  by  a host  of  birders 
near  Rondeau  Bay  26  Oct — 30  Nov  (1W, 
AVE,  m.  ob.).  Single  Western  Kingbirds  were 
at  Thunder  Cape  12  Oct  (AH,  JRA),  near 
Blind  River  18  Oct  (EM),  and  at  Lynn  Valley, 
Noifolk  20  Oct  (SM);  a very  late  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  w.  of  London,  Middlesex  26 
Nov  (BMa).  A beautiful  ad.  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  photographed  and  admired 
by  many  2-8  Nov  at  Fingal  RW.A.  near  Port 
Stanley,  Elgin  (m.  ob.). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A few  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  lin- 
gered very  late,  with  one  over  Sanctuary 
Pond,  PP.N.P  21  Nov  (DJW)  and  4 on  the 
Niagara  R.  28  Nov  (WDA,  BP).  A small  influx 
of  Cave  Swallows  occurred,  though  not  on 
the  scale  of  the  previous  invasion  of  Nov 
1999,  with  the  first  a single  bird  at  Sanctuary 
Pond.  PPN.P  12  Nov  (AW).  On  13  Nov,  one 
flew  e.  from  the  Tip  at  PPN.P  (AW  et  al.), 
with  2 more  seen  there  later  (AW  et  al.);  on 
the  same  date,  one  was  s.  of  Wheatley  harbor 
(DJW),  and  one  was  at  Shrewsbury,  Chatluim- 
Kent  (DJW).  On  14  Nov  at  Point  Pelee,  there 
were  single  birds  at  the  Sparrow  Field  and  at 
Sanctuary  Pond,  and  one  roosted  overnight  at 
the  Visitor  Centre  15/16  Nov  (AW  et  al.).  On 
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16  Nov,  2 single  Cave  Swallows  flew  w.  at  Port 
Burwell,  Elgin  just  over  an  hour  apart  (DAM, 
LW,  RCS),  and  the  last  sighting  in  Ontario 
was  of  one  bird  at  Niagara  Falls,  Niagara  21 
Nov  (PDNM). 

Three  Tufted  Titmice  at  the  Tip  of  RRN.P 
25  Sep  (DRJD  et  al.)  were  unexpected.  A juv. 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Brittania  C.A. 
15-18  Sep  (m.  ob.)  was  late  and  rare  for  the 
Ottawa  area.  T.C.B.O.  had  a Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire 30  Oct  (JRA),  and  another  was  at 
Marathon,  Thunder  Bay  7-24  Nov  (KW). 
There  were  vigorous  night  flights  of  thrushes 
in  late  Sep,  with  estimates  at  Kingston  28/29 
Sep  (RDW)  of  2000  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes 
(400/hr)  and  20,000  Swainson’s  Thrushes 
(4000/hr).  An  ad.  male  Varied  Thrush  was  at 
Rondeau  PP  14  Oct  (BAM),  the  first  area 
record  since  1979,  and  there  was  a female  in 
Hymers,  Thunder  Bay  21  Nov  (HS). 

American  Pipits,  in  large  flocks  often 
consisting  of  200-400  birds,  passed  through 
the  Sudbury  area  daily  12-30  Sep  (CBe), 
and  a record  7500  American  Pipits  flew  s. 
off  the  Tip  of  RP.N.R  0730-1200  EST  5 Nov 
(RLW,  KAM).  Bohemian  Waxwings  arrived 
very  early  in  Rainy  River , with  numerous 
large  flocks  early  Oct — late  Nov  competing 
with  American  Robins  for  Mountain  Ash 
berries  (DHE). 

Noteworthy  fall  warblers  included  a most 
unexpected  Kirtland’s  Warbler  in  a Cobourg 
backyard  24  Aug  (MJCB),  the  3rd  record  for 
Northumberland.  L.P.B.O.  had  3 Prairie  War- 
blers at  the  Old  Cut  field  station  2 Sep  and 
1200  Blackpoll  Warblers  passing  the  Tip  13 
Sep  (MH,  DL).  A late  Northern  Waterthrush 
was  in  Presqu’ile  RP. 

15  Nov  (BG).  An 
early  migrant  Con- 
necticut Warbler 
was  at  Hillman 
Marsh  24  Aug 
(DJW),  there  were  4 
at  the  Tip  of  Long 
Point  15  Sep  (MH, 

DL),  one  at  P.E.Pt. 

16  Sep  (VPM),  and  a 
record-late  bird 
banded  at  T.C.B.O.  5 
Oct  (JRA).  A male 
Hooded  Warbler  was 
at  Presqu’ile  P.P  2 
Sep  (BDL  et  al.); 
another  at  Cootes 
Paradise  25  Sep  was  late  (D&CG).  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat  found  in  La  Salic  Park,  Halton 
12  Nov  (TT)  lingered  in  thick  cover  to  be 
seen  by  many. 

A male  Scarlet  Tanager  near  Cedar  Springs 

17  Nov  (JTB,  KJB)  was  record  late  for  the 
Rondeau  area.  T.C.B.O.  banded  a Lark  Spar- 
row 4 Sep  (JRA);  an  imm.  Lark  Bunting 
banded  there  the  same  day  remained  to  7 Sep 
(JRA).  A Henslow’s  Sparrow  was  a good  find 


on  Amherst  I.  17  Sep  (M&rJJ).  Southbound  Le 
Contes  Sparrows  were  reported  from  several 
locations,  including  a total  of  6 at  the  Two 
Rivers  Airfield  and  Odenback,  A.RP.  11-20 
Oct  (fide  RGT),  one  at  Ipperwash,  Lambton 
14  Oct  (CBu),  and  2 at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point 
19  Oct  (MH),  with  another  there  1 Nov  (MH 
et  al.).  Rainy  River 
had  an  exceptional 
fall  sparrow  migra- 
tion, with  several 
species  passing 
through  in  unprece- 
dented numbers.  A 
total  of  32  Fox  Spar- 
rows at  Atikokan 
feeders  23  Oct  was  at 
least  three  times  the 
usual  (DHE),  Harris’s 
Sparrows  arrived 
early  and  in  huge 
numbers  with  “hun- 
dreds” present  late 
Sep — early  Oct  (RSi), 
and  Snow  Buntings 
were  abundant,  in 
flocks  of  several  hun- 
dred along  Hwy.  11 
mid-Oct — early  Nov 
(DHE,  m.  ob.). 

An  ad.  female  Dickcissel  visited  Cranberry 
Marsh  11  Nov  (JDL,  m.  ob.).  A Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  at  Mac’s  Bay,  Mani- 
toulin  I.  20  Aug  (MHo),  a male  was  with  a 
small  flock  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds  on  Big 
I.,  Prince  Edward  12  Sep  (RTS),  one  was  at 
the  Little  Current  S.T.P.  17  Sep  (CBe),  and  a 
late  bird  was  in 
Howland  Twp., 
Manitoulin  I.  17 
Nov  0J). 

Very  few  winter 
finches  were 

reported,  although 
some  large  flocks 
of  Purple  Finches 
were  noted  in  A. P.P. 
in  Oct,  becoming 
scarce  again  in  Nov 
(RGT).  A pair  of 
White-winged 
Crossbills  was 
observed  in  Dorcas 
Bay,  Bruce  9 Aug 
(BAM),  and  there 
were  several  singing  and  displaying  males 
in  black  spruce  bog  areas  in  A. P.P.  in  Aug, 
though  these  birds  seemed  to  vanish  in  Sep 
(RGT). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  cited  observers:  Brian  R.Ahara, 
Jody  R.  Allair,  Robert  F.  Anderle,  E.  Atkin, 
Margaret  J.  C.  Bain,  Stanley  J.  Bajurny,  Tony 
Beck,  Chris  Bell  (CBe),  Gordon  Bellerby,  John 


& Susan  Blaney,  Robert  A.  Bracken,  Doug  & 
Evelyn  Brown,  Carole  Buck  (CBu),  Jim  T. 
Burk,  Keith  J.  Burk,  Peter  S.  Burke,  Mike  V. 

A.  Burrell,  William  Calvert,  Glenn  Coady, 
Steve  Charbonneau,  Allen  T.  Chartier,  Barry 
S.  Cherriere,  Linda  Cherriere,  Mark  Clifford 
(MCI),  Bill  Cliinie,  Matt  Conn  (MCo),  James 

A.  Cram,  Mark  Cran- 
ford (MCr),  Tom  A. 
Crooks,  Robert  Curry, 
Willie  D’Anna , Jerry 
DeMarco,  Joanne 
Dewey  (JDe),  Bruce  Di 
Labio,  Rob  Z.  Dobos, 
Jason  J.  Dombroskie, 
Dave  R.  Don,  James 
A.N.  Dowall,  Dan  R.J. 
Dufour,  Jon  L.  Dunn, 
Cheryl  Edgecombe, 
Gavin  Edmondstone, 
David  H.  Elder, 
Christopher  J.  Escott, 
Nick  G.  Escott,  Robert 
Falconer,  Jean  & 
Blayne  Farnan,  Mark 
Gawn,  Ray  Geras,  Bill 
Gihnour,  William  K. 
Godsoe,  Peter  J.  Good, 
Clive  E.  Goodwin,  A. 
Harris,  Bob  Hayward, 
James  E.  Heslop,  Verna  Higgins,  G.  Tom 
Hince,  Matt  Hindle,  James  & Mary 
Holdsworth,  Margo  Holt  (MHo),  Jean  Iron, 
M.  &J.  Jaques,  Karl  Jennewein,  Joe  W.  John- 
son, Barry  D.  Jones,  J.  Jones,  Michael  A. 
Kielb,  Madeleine  Kimmett,  Shirley  Klement, 
Donovan  Kok,  Karl  R.  Konze,  D.  Laczicjohn 
Lemon,  Christina  Lewis,  Linda  Libon, 
William  G.  Lindley,  Doug  J.  Lockrey,  Stan 
Long,  V.  Paul  Mackenzie,  Bill  Maddeford 
(BMa),  Blake  A.  Mann,  Dave  A.  Martin,  Vicki 
L.  McKay,  Craig  S.  A.  McLauchlan,  Kevin  A. 
McLaughlin,  G.  McNaughton,  Ed  Meissner, 
Ethan  J.  Meleg,  Peter  D.N.  Middleton,  John 

B.  Miles,  Steve  Miles,  Brian  Moore  (BMo), 
Norman  C.  Murr,  Ken  Newcombe,  David 
Okines,  John  Olmsted,  Karl  Overman,  Don- 
ald E.  Perks,  Ron  Pittaway,  Betsy  Potter,  Ray- 
field  R.  Pye,  Peter  A.  Read,  Ian  Richards, 
James  M.  Richards,  Val  & Mary  Richardson, 
Alfred  H.  Rider,  Ron  Ridout,  Maureen  Riggs, 
Carl  Rothfels,  Michael  G.  Runtz,  Sarah  E. 
Rupert,  Daniel  R.  Salisbury,  Roger  Simms 
(RSi),  H.Sitch,  GlendaJ.  Slessor,  Maggie  Smi- 
ley, William  E Smith,  Roy  B.  H.  Smith,  Ross 

C.  Snider,  Gilles  Soutaine,  R.  Terry  Sprague, 
Joe  & Vince  Stalteri,  Robert  Stamp  (RSt), 
Matt  Strickland,  Dick  Tafel,  Tom  Thomas, 
John  J.  Thompson,  Thunder  Bay  Field  Natu- 
ralists, Douglas  C.  Tozer,  Ronald  G.  Tozer, 
Anton  VanEerd,  Bill  Vloeberghs,  K.  Wade, 
Robert  L.  Waldhuber,  Dean  J.  Ware,  Ronald 

D.  Weir,  Stu  Williams,  Audrey  E.  Wilson, 
Linda  Wladarski,  Irene  Woods,  Alan  Worrn- 
ington,  Phil  Wright.  © 


Now  rare  in  the  province,  this  Piping  Plover  was  unusually 
late  on  the  rocky  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Port  Colborne,  found 
by  Jean  and  Blayne  Farnan  on  10  October  2002,  staying 
until  1 8 October.  Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 


This  juvenile  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  found  by 
Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  was  seen  by  many 
birders  as  it  fed  actively  in  a small  pond  near 
Port  Colborne  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  10-1 1 
August  2002.  Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 
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& Upper  Ohio 
River  Valley 


I would  like  to  begin  by  thanking  the  many 
contributors  who  greatly  facilitated  my 
transition  from  editor  of  the  former 
Appalachian  region  to  the  new  Eastern  High- 
lands & Upper  Ohio  River  Valley  region.  I look 
forward  to  receiving  contributions  from  even 
more  birders  throughout  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  West  Virginia  in  the  coming  seasons. 

Fall  2002  was  a season  of  interesting  con- 
trasts, with  numerous  rare  and  exciting  birds 
reported  from  across  the  Region,  yet  many  con- 
tributors considered  the  overall  migration 
lackluster  or  even  dull.  There  was  a major  fall- 
out of  migrating  waterfowl  in  late  October,  but 
otherwise  many  ducks,  geese,  and  swans 
passed  over  inland  areas  essentially  unnoticed. 
There  were  some  exceptional  shorebird  sight- 
ings and  counts,  but  several  of  the  Region’s  tra- 
ditional shorebird  “hotspots”  were  uncharac- 
teristically unproductive  due  to  high  water  lev- 
els. A lack  of  any  unusually  heavy  fallouts  of 
Neotropical  migrant  passerines  early  in  the 
season,  and  the  near  absence  of  any  irruptive 
northern  finches  later  in  the  season,  was 
reflected  in  the  results  at  three  large  banding 
stations  in  the  area:  the  3684  birds  banded  at 
the  Allegheny  Front  Bird  Observatory  in  north- 
ern West  Virginia  was  just  66%  of  the  long- 
term average;  the  6620  birds  banded  at  Black 
Swamp  Bird  Observatory  in  northwestern  Ohio 
was  down  slightly  from  the  7172  the  fall 
before;  and  at  Carnegie  Museums  Powdermill 
Nature  Reserve,  in  the  mountains  of  south- 
western Pennsylvania,  an  overall  banding  total 
of  5663 — although  not  much  more  than  half 
the  previous  fall  season’s  total  of  10,637  birds — 
was  within  one  standard  deviation  of  the  long- 
term (40-year)  average.  For  readers  who  may 
be  interested,  these  three  banding  stations 
maintain  websites  containing  comprehensive 
summaries  of  their  fall  banding  data  (A.FM.O.: 
<www.brooksbirdclub.org/afmo.html>; 
B.S.B.O.:  <www.bsbobird.org>;  P.N.R.: 
<www.westol.com/~banding>). 

Abbreviations:  A.FM.O.  (Allegheny  Front 
Migration  Observatory,  Grant,  WV);  B.S.B.O. 
(Black  Swamp  Bird  Observatory,  Ottawa , OH); 
i H.B.S.P.  (Headlands  Beach  S.R,  Lake,  OH); 
j O.N.W.R.  (Ottawa  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Ottawa/Lucas,  OH);  RW.T.  (Penn  Warner  Tract, 

, Bucks , PA);  RO.R.C.  (Pennsylvania  Ornitho- 
logical Records  Committee);  PI.S.R  (Presque 
I Isle  S.R,  Erie,  PA);  RN.R.  (Powdermill  Nature 
Reserve,  Rector,  Westmoreland , PA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SPOONBILLS 

The  Red-throated  Loon  flight  was  heavier  than 
usual  across  much  of  the  Region:  22  were 
listed  on  a PI.S.R  waterbird  count  2-20  Nov 
(JMc),  and,  inland,  24  migrants  stopped  on 
Beltzville  L.,  Carbon , PA  17  Oct  (fide  DDe)  and 
17  put  down  at  Nockamixon  S.R,  Bucks,  PA 
Nov  17  (BE).  Although  hundreds  of  Common 
Loons,  victims  of  botulism,  were  found 
washed  ashore  along  Pennsylvania’s  L.  Erie 
beaches  in  late  fall,  some  remarkable  counts  of 
living  birds  were  made  too,  including  2000  at 


PI.S.P  18  Nov  (DW)  and  1400  on  the  23rd 
(JMc);  inland  768  were  listed  over  Parma 
Heights,  OH  19  Nov  (SZ),  and  200  passed  by 
Hawk  Mt.,  PA  23  Nov  (R.  Keller).  The  high 
count  for  Red-necked  Grebe  was  14  at 
Beltzville,  PA  17  Oct  ( fide  DDe).  There  were 
five  records  of  Eared  Grebe  at  Presque  Isle  22 
Oct — 30  Nov  (BC,  JMc);  in  Ohio,  one  was  at 
Cleveland  20  Nov+  (SZ,  LR)  and  one  at  Rocky 
River,  Cuyahoga  14  Nov  (DO,  D.  Sanders). 

Always  a rare  find  on  L.  Erie,  single  North- 
ern Gannets  were  sighted  at  Rocky  River  16 
Nov  (K.  Metcalf,  E.  Schlabach),  H.B.S.P.  30 
Nov  (RHn,  E.  Bacik),  and  PI.S.P  30  Nov+ 
(JMc,  m.  ob.,  ph.).  The  only  American  White 
Pelican  was  reported  at  Pymatuning  Res., 
Jamestown,  PA  14  Oct  (L.  Armstrong).  Even 
more  of  a rarity  was  an  imm.  Brown  Pelican  at 
the  Toledo  lighthouse  22  Aug — early  Sep.  (R. 
&r  B.  Duktig,  ph.);  what  was  perhaps  the  same 
bird  frequented  Sandusky  Bay  and  nearby  L. 
Erie  islands  through  23  Sep  ( fide  RHa).  As 
many  as  25,000  Double-crested  Cormorants 
were  estimated  at  Cedar  Point  N.W.R.,  Lukas, 
OH  28  Sep  (G.  Links);  inland,  338  migrants 
were  at  Pymatuning  13  Oct  (RFL),  275  passed 
Stone  Mt.  hawkwatch,  Huntingdon,  PA  21  Oct 
(fide  GG),  and  200  flew  over  Pipestem  S.R, 
WV  31  Oct  (JPh).  A Great  Cormorant  was  on 
the  Delaware  R.,  Bucks,  PA  4 Oct  (AM),  and 
another  was  an  unexpected  find  at  the  Cone- 
johela  Flats,  Lancaster,  PA  12  Oct  (BS).  An 
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Powdermill  Nature  Reserve 
Carnegie  Museum  of  Natural  History 
HC  64,  Box  453 

Rector,  Pennsylvania  15677-9605 
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Anhinga  was  watched  for  several  minutes 
from  the  Second  Mt.  hawkwatch,  Lebanon,  PA 
18  Sep  (DS,  JB,  JW,  JG)  for  one  of  the  very  few 
state  records. 

A Great  White  Heron  at  Green  Lane  Res. 
11-30  Aug  was  a first  for  se.  Pennsylvania 
(DW,  m.  ob.).  Great  Egrets  were  in  good  num- 
bers, especially  in  Ohio,  where  a high  count  of 
395  was  made  at  Medusa  Marsh,  Erie  12  Sep 
(B.  Whan);  23  was  a high  count  for  Peace  Val- 
ley Park,  Bucks,  PA  1 Aug  (C.  Crunkleton), 
and  a late  migrant  stopped  at  Sand  Creek 
Marsh,  Wood,  WV  21  Nov  (JE).  The  19  Snowy 
Egrets  at  O.N.W.R.  4 Aug  represented  an 
unusually  good  count  (EP),  as  did  13  at 
Medusa  Marsh  3 & 30  Aug  (JHa,  VF).  The 
lone  report  of  Tricolored  Heron  was  of  one  at 
Memorial  Lake  S.P.,  Lebanon,  PA  15-19  Oct  (J. 
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Smith,  R.  Miller).  The  waders  of  the  season, 
however,  were  the  4 imm.  Roseate  Spoonbills 
that  appeared  at  Rocky  Fork  L,  Highland , OH 
20  Jul  and  remained  until  3 Oct,  with  one  lin- 
gering to  20  Oct  (J.  Holbrook,  G,  Fantetti,  R. 
Channin,  K.  Phillips,  m.  ob.,  ph.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Pink-footed  Goose  found  at  Core  Creek  Park, 
Bucks,  PA  16  Nov,  and  located  in  nearby  Lower 
Makefield  Twp.  the  next  day,  probably  was  the 
same  bird  seen  last  winter  in  Buckingham  Twp. 
( fide  AM).  A flock  of  30  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  observed  over  Newark,  Licking,  OH  25 
Nov  (D.  St.  John)  provided  an  exceptionally 
high  count  for  Ohio;  in  Pennsylvania,  at  least  7 
different  birds  were  seen  in  a half-dozen  scat- 
tered locations.  Good  Brant  counts,  among  an 
unusually  large  number  of  reports,  included  29 
at  Harrisburg,  PA  30  Oct  (DHf),  25  over  Yellow 
Creek  S.P,  PA  29  Oct  (M.  Higbee),  and  22  at 
Conneaut,  OH  17  Oct  (GM). 

Over  600  Wood  Ducks  were  at  Cedar  Point 
N.W.R.,  OH  10  Oct  0-  McCormac),  and  484 
flew  past  a check  point  at  Pymaluning  Res.,  PA 
the  evening  of  21  Sep  (A.  Marich).  A flock  of 
350  Gadwall,  an  unusually  high  count  for  an 
inland  locality,  was  at  L.  Rockwell,  Portage,  OH 
9 Nov  (LR),  and  950  were  listed  at  Medusa 
Marsh  15  Nov  (VF).  Four  hundred  Northern 
Pintails  and  2578  Green-winged  Teal  were 
included  in  a waterfowl  census  at  O.N.W.R.  8 
Nov  (VF).  Reports  of  King  Eider,  a rarity  any- 
where in  the  Region,  included  singles  at  Nock- 
amixon  S.P,  PA  30-31  Oct  (JH,  DF)  and  at  Her- 
shey’s  Mill,  Chester,  PA  31  Oct — 2 Nov  (L. 
Lewis);  in  Ohio,  one  was  at  Conneaut  2-4  Nov 
(LR,  JP)  and  another  at  Mentor  27-30  (N.  Bar- 
ber). Even  more  unusual  was  a female  Com- 
mon Eider  at  Fairport  Harbor,  Lake,  OH  3 
Nov+  (H.  Petruschke,  LR,  m.  ob.,  ph.).  An 
imm.  Harlequin  Duck  was  spotted  at  Nock- 
amixon  S.P.  31  Oct  (BC,  DW);  a female  was  at 
Gordon  Park,  OH  2 Nov  (SZ),  and  single  imm. 
males  passed  Lakeshore  M.P  2 & 17  Nov  (JP). 
Scoters  were  more  common  than  usual  along  L. 
Erie,  and  during  a heavy  overland  flight  30  Oct 
a flock  of  92  Black  Scoters  was  at  W.  Fairview, 
Cumberland,  PA,  and  75  put  down  at  Memorial 
L.,  Lebanon,  PA  (DHf);  6 Blacks  were  at  Cheat 
L.,  WV  on  the  next  day  (GF).  A record-break- 
ing count  of  2285  Buffleheads  was  reported  off 
Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  16  Nov  (T.  Bartlett).  An 
outstanding  Hooded  Merganser  count  was  of 
2582  at  Pymatunmg  24  Nov  (RFL). 

It  was  generally  agreed  among  the  reporting 
stations  that  the  raptor  migration  was  good 
along  Pennsylvania’s  ridges.  An  excellent 
Osprey  flight  included  a total  of  715  logged  at 
Hawk  Mt.,  630  at  Little  Gap,  Northampton, 
(MSc),  and  499  at  Waggoners  Gap  (DG).  Sin- 
gle Mississippi  Kites  were  rare  strays  to 
Etwinna,  Bucks,  PA  15  Aug  (J.  Majdan),  and 
Hawk  Mt.  8 Oct  ( fide  DDe).  Among  numerous 
good  counts,  241  Bald  Eagles  passed  by  Hawk 
Mt.  and  180  by  Waggoner’s  Gap.  Broad- 
winged Hawk  counts,  often  considered  the 


“litmus  test’’  of  a hawk  flight,  included  excel- 
lent seasonal  totals  of  12,228  at  Hawk  Mt.  and 
11,891  at  Little  Gap.  These  seasonal  totals 
were  bested  by  an  estimated  15,000  to  20,000 
birds  passing  over  Perrysburg,  Wood,  OH  in 
just  two  hours  the  afternoon  of  18  Sep  (S. 
Stockford).  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  spotted  at 
Second  Mt.  hawkwatch,  Lebanon,  PA  3 Oct 
(JG,  DSw)  and  at  Little  Gap  10  Oct  ( fide  MSc). 
Waggoners  Gap  led  the  Golden  Eagle  count, 
as  usual,  with  180  birds,  followed  by  Hawk 
Ml.  with  126;  an  exceptional  one-day  count 
was  of  28  Goldens  at  Bald  Eagle  Mt.,  Centre, 
PA  25  Nov  (D  Brandes).  The  high  Peregrine 
Falcon  count  was  62  at  Hawk  Mt. 


RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  imm.  Yellow  Rail  was  captured  in  a Tus- 
carawas, OH  alfalfa  field  7 Oct  (RS,  ph.);  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  was  at  PW.T.  2-4  Oct  (DF), 
and  another  was  flushed  from  a sedge  meadow 
near  Eldred,  McKean  6 Oct  (BC,  DW).  A Clap- 
per Rail  near  Bristol,  PA  4 Oct  (DW,  BC)  rep- 
resented the  first  Bucks  record  since  the  early 
20th  century.  A late  Sora  was  banded  at  RN.R. 
22  Nov  (RCL).  Peak  Common  Moorhen 
counts  included  15  at  Geneva  Marsh,  Craw- 
ford, PA  1 Sep  (RFL),  and  9 on  an  O.N.W.R. 
census  1 Sep  (EP). 

The  Region’s  shorebird  flight  was  good, 
with  37  species  reported.  Black-bellied  Plovers 
peaked  at  65  at  O.N.W.R.  3 Nov  (EP),  and  35 
at  Youngstown,  OH  8 Sep  was  an  excellent 
inland  count  (B.  Jones).  Seventy  American 
Golden-Plovers  were  listed  in  Paulding,  OH  16 
Sep  ( fide  RHa),  and  the  species  was  wide- 
spread, in  smaller  numbers,  elsewhere  in  the 
Region;  a late  bird  was  at  PI. S.P  23  Nov  (R. 
States).  The  shorebird  of  the  season,  however, 
was  the  Snowy  Plover  that  stopped  at  a grassy 
pond  at  Imperial,  Allegheny,  PA  6 Aug,  provid- 
ing a 3rd  state  record  (J-  Yuhaniak,  G.  Malosh, 
M.  Fialkovich,  ph.  MMc).  A Piping  Plover  was 
a rarity  at  Buck  Cr.  S.P.,  Clark,  OH  16-17  Aug 
(DO,  ph.  T.  Shiveley),  as  was  one  at  Killdeer 
Plains  W.A.  26  Aug  (C.  Gooding). 

At  least  25  American  Avocets  were  scattered 
among  eight  Ohio  sites,  including  6 late  birds 
at  Conneaut  15  Nov  and  one  at  Aim  Cr., 
Delaware  18-19  Nov  (fide  RHa);  four  Pennsyl- 
vania sightings  ranged  from  an  early  bird  at 
Conejohela  Flats  4 Aug  (JB)  to  one  at  Peace 
Valley  S.P  27  Nov  (fide  AM).  Good  Willet 
counts  included  5 birds  at  Conneaut,  OH  16 
Aug  (JHa)  and  3 at  Pl.S.P  15  Aug  (DW,  BC).  A 
total  of  32  Hudsonian  Godwits  was  listed  from 
Ohio,  including  a remarkable  14  at  Conneaut 
2 Sep  (GM);  in  nw.  Pennsylvania,  2 were  at 
Pl.S.P  15  Aug  (BC,  DW)  and  one  at  Allegheny 
Res.,  McKean  3 Sep  (JF).  A total  of  10  Purple 
Sandpipers  was  seen  at  four  lakeshore  sites  in 
Ohio  16-30  Nov  (fide  RHa),  including  4 at 
Conneaut  17  Nov  (S.  Butcher);  five  sightings 
came  from  Pl.S.P  16-30  Nov  (fide  JMc),  while 
a bird  at  Peace  Valley  16  Nov  (CR)  represented 
the  2nd  e.  Pennsylvania  record  ever.  Numer- 
ous Ohio  sightings  of  Wilson’s  Phalarope 
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included  a group  of  10  at  O.N.W.R.  1 Sep 
(RHa);  one  was  at  Conejohela  Flats  12  Aug 
(JB);  and  in  Bucks,  PA,  singles  were  at  P.W.T.  6 
Aug  and  Bristol  22-24  Aug  (DF).  Four  Red 
Phalaropes  were  observed  along  the  Pennsyl- 
vania/Ohio lakefront  where  the  species  is  reg- 
ular in  fall;  inland,  one  was  a rarity  at  Miami- 
Whitewater  Park,  Hamilton,  OH  9-10  Nov  (FR 
ph.,  nr.  ob.),  as  was  one  at  Bristol,  PA  29  Aug 
(DF),  2 at  Memorial  Lake  S.P  30  Oct  (DHf), 
and  2 at  Conneaut  Marsh,  PA  17  Nov  (RFL). 

In  Ohio,  an  imm.  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  a 
good  find  off  H.B.S.P  30  Oct  (LR),  as  were  2 at 
Lakeshore  M.P  17  Nov  (JP).  Two  Parasitic 
Jaegers  were  also  at  Lakeshore  17  Nov  (JP)  and 
2 others  at  Rocky  River  City  Park  14  Nov  (fide 
RHa).  A Franklin’s  Gull  in  Middletown  Twp.  16 
Oct  (DF)  provided  the  2nd  Bucks,  PA  record. 
High  counts  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  included 
5000  at  Eastlake,  OH  29  Nov  (LR),  and  2000+ 
at  Pymatuning  Res.,  PA  2 Nov  (RFL).  A Cali- 
fornia Gull  was  a rarity  at  Eastlake,  OH  3 & 8 
Nov  (LR);  in  Pennsylvania,  one  at  Pl.S.P  27 
Oct — 24  Nov  (BC,  DW)  and  a possible  bird  at 
Core  Cr.  Park,  Bucks  27  Oct  (fide  AM)  were 
firsts  for  the  state.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
numbers  continued  to  increase,  especially 
along  the  lower  Delaware  R.,  with  125  listed  at 
Peace  Valley  Park  15  Oct  (AM).  The  only 
Sabine's  Gull  sighting  was  made  along  the 
Susquehanna  R.  at  Conejohela  Flats  22  Sep  (B. 
Carl,  T.  Garner,  E.  Winner).  Single  imm.  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  were  at  Lakeshore  M.P,  17 
Nov  (JP),  and  Clevelands  E.  72nd  Street  lake- 
front  28  Nov+  (RHn,  m.  ob.).  A high  count  of 
895  Common  Terns  was  tallied  1 Sep  during  an 
O.N.W.R.  census  (EP),  and  a heavy  inland 
flight  over  West  Virginia  14  Sep  included  35  at 
Brooks  Falls  and  200  at  the  mouth  of  the  Blue- 
stone  R.  (JPfi)-  A very  late  Black  Tern  was  at 
Gordon  Park,  OH  10  Nov  (SZ). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  only  mention  of  Barn  Owl  was  of  a bird 
that  died  at  Shanksville,  Somerset,  PA  in  late 
Sep  after  being  blown  through  a feed  mixer — 
oddly  enough,  the  same  fate  of  another  owl 
there  earlier  in  the  year  (SB).  A very  early 
Short-eared  Owl  appeared  at  Magee  Marsh 
W.A.,  OH  14  Sep  (RHa);  one  at  L.  Towhee  2 
Nov  was  record  early  for  Bucks,  PA  (JH,  DF), 
and  4 had  returned  to  their  traditional  winter- 
ing site,  a reclaimed  strip-mine,  at  Volant, 
Lawrence,  PA  by  3 Nov  (LW).  In  what  appeared 
to  have  been  an  off-flight  year,  just  67  North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owls  were  banded  at  Shavers  Cr. 
Environmental  Center,  Huntingdon,  PA  by  mid- 
Nov  (fide  GG),  compared  to  172  last  fall. 

Calliope  Hummingbird  was  an  exciting 
addition  to  both  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
state  bird  lists:  The  first,  an  imm.  male, 
appeared  at  a feeder  at  Chillicothe,  OH  28 
Oct — 1 Nov  (Jean  Foor,  m.  ob.,  *,  ph.  A. 
Chartier);  the  other  was  at  Lower  Marion, 
Montgomeiy,  PA  from  early  Nov  through  the 
27th  JH,  NP,  vt.  DF,  m.  ob.).  “Absolutely 
mind-boggling”  was  the  phrase  used  by  Rob 
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Harlan  to  describe  the  fall  Rulons/Selasphonts 
Hummingbird  invasion  in  Ohio,  where  at  least 
12  birds  were  distributed  over  nine  counties. 
In  Pennsylvania,  an  early  Rufous  was  at  a 
feeder  near  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  24-27  Aug 
(E.  Wilshons,  RM,  RCL),  and  at  least  another 
7 birds  were  scattered  over  six,  mostly  se. 
counties.  The  fall  flight  of  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds  was  good:  255  were  netted  at 
P.N.R.  this  fall  (RM,  RCL),  and  608  were 
logged  passing  by  A.EM.O.  during 
the  season  (fide  GH).  Over  a 
dozen  amazed  birders  recorded  a 
Lewis’s  Woodpecker  as  it  passed 
by  the  Allegheny  Front  hawk- 
watch,  Central  City,  PA  20  Oct  (C. 

Tague) — a first  for  the  state  if 
accepted  by  P.Q.R.C.!  Good  finds 
at  Killdeer  Plains  W.A.,  OH, 
included  Western  Kingbird  26  Oct 
(ph.  C.  Bombaci,  L.  Powlick)  and 
a Loggerhead  Shrike  26  Oct+  (R. 

Sempier). 

Late  vireos  included  both  a 
White-eyed  and  a Warbling  Vireo 
that  were  banded  at  B.S.B.O.  31 
Oct  (fide  RHa),  and  a Warbling 
Vireo  was  still  at  Nockamixon  S.P, 

PA  on  the  same  day  (DF,  BE).  Fish 
Crows  continued  to  increase  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  a flock  of  200 
was  seen  migrating  over  Shippensburg, 
Franklin  1 Sep  (B.  Keener).  Some  2500  Tree 
Swallows  made  a good  count  for  an  inland 
area  like  Gap  Mills,  Monroe , WV  21  Sep  (JPh), 
and  up  to  30  late  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallows  were  a surprise  at  John  Heinz 
N.W.R.,  PA  17-18  Nov  (MS).  Pennsylvania 
shared  in  the  fall’s  Cave  Swallow  invasion, 
when  one  was  found  at  Huntsdale  Fish  Hatch- 
ery, Cumberland  19  Nov  (D.  Snell)  and  2 were 
at  Nockamixon  S.P  22  Nov  (fide  AM).  With 
just  23  banded  at  PN.R.,  the  Black-capped 
Chickadee  flight,  if  there  even  was  one,  tied 
for  the  poorest  showing  in  41  years  (RM, 
RCL);  following  last  years  moderately  heavy 
invasion,  only  a single  bird  was  listed  in  Bucks, 
PA  this  season  (AM).  The  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  invasion  was  the  poorest  in  many 
years  throughout  the  Region  (m.  ob.).  Both 
Carolina  Wren,  with  26  banded,  and  Winter 
Wren  at  66,  were  netted  in  record  numbers  at 
PN.R.  (RM,  RCL).  The  fresh  remains  of  a 
predator-killed  Bohemian  Waxwing  were 
found  at  Pl.S.P  26  Nov  (RSt,  ph.  JMc),  but  no 
living  birds  were  reported. 

With  550  banded,  Tennessee  Warbler  was 
the  most  numerous  bird  processed  at 
A.FM.O.,  followed  closely  by  528  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  and  422  Blackpoll 
Warblers  (GH);  at  PN.R.,  Magnolia  Warbler, 
with  271  netted,  was  the  most  common 
parulid,  followed  by  197  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  and  124  Hooded  Warblers.  The  30 
Connecticut  Warblers  banded  at  P.N.R.  6 
Sep — 9 Oct  was  double  the  41-year  average 
(RM,  RCL);  a record  20  were  banded  at 


B.S.B.O.,  which  is  almost  three  times  the  aver- 
age for  that  station.  The  Yellow-rumped  War- 
bler migration  seemed  much  lighter  than 
usual  along  the  Pennsylvania  ridges;  at  P.N.R., 
just  79  were  banded  compared  to  the  41-year 
average  of  310  (RM,  RCL).  At  B.S.B.O.,  how- 
ever, a record  949  Yeilow-rumpeds  were 
banded  during  the  season.  Late  records 
included  a Golden-winged  Warbler  at  Natrona 
Heights,  Allegheny , PA  21  Sep  (PH),  a North- 


ern Parula  at  B.S.B.O.  26  Oct  (fide  RHa),  a Yel- 
low Warbler  at  John  Heinz  N.W.R.  18  Nov 
(MS),  an  American  Redstart  at  Toledo,  OH  7 
Nov  (R.  Nirschl),  and  a Hooded  Warbler  near 
Mercer,  PA  5 Nov  (NT). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Clarksville,  Greene,  PA  8 
Sep  was  at  the  n.  limit  of  the  Pennsylvania 
range  (RB),  and  one  was  a rare  find  at  Kelley’s 
Is.,  OH  15  Aug  (VF,  T.  Bartlett).  A Green-tailed 
Towhee  at  a feeder  near  Centre,  Juniata,  PA  10 
Nov+  (3rd  confirmed  state  record)  attracted 
much  birder  attention  (T.  Petersheim,  m.  ob., 
ph.).  In  Cuyahoga,  OH,  single  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Gordon  Park  14  Sep  and  West 
Cr.  Pres.  9 Oct  (GL,  SZ);  in  Pennsylvania,  one 
was  at  Bellefonte  1 Nov  (M.  Lanzone),  one  at 
Codorus  S.P  3 Nov  (DHe),  and  another  at  Erie 
13  Nov  (DBo).  The  only  Le  Contes  Sparrows 
reported  were  singles  at  two  Parma,  OH  sites  8 
& 21  Oct  (GL).  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows, 
due  to  increased  awareness  and  interest  by 
Regional  birders,  were  vigorously  pursued, 
resulting  in  records  from  at  least  12  sites  across 
the  Region  from  w.  L.  Erie  to  the  lower 
Delaware  R. — including  up  to  10  birds  at  Bain- 
bridge,  Lancaster,  PA  25  Sep  (fide  DHf)  and  as 
many  as  8 at  P.W.T.  9-10  (DF).  A Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  report  (DF)  from  RWT.  9 
Oct  is  under  review  by  PO.R.C.  and  would 
establish  the  2nd  state  record  if  accepted. 

An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  frequented  a 
Lithopolis,  Faiificld,  OH  feeder  20-26  Oct  (D. 
Bradley,  JHa  ph.,  m.  ob.)  for  the  Region’s  only 
report.  An  astonishing  count  of  1709  White- 


crowned  Sparrows  was  made  at  Gordon  Park, 
Cuyahoga,  OH  22  Oct  (SZ).  The  first  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  at  PI.S.R  13  Nov  (BC)  and 
P.W.T.  on  the  16th  (NP);  a high  count  of  30  was 
made  at  Fairport  Harbor,  OH  27  Nov  (LR).  A 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  a rarity  at  Pl.S.P 
25  Aug  C/idc  JMc),  2 ads.  were  at  Pickerel  Cr. 
W.A.,  OH  29  Aug,  and  another  was  at  Rocky 
Fork.  L.  31  Aug  (fide  RHa).  A flock  of  900 
Rusty  Blackbirds  was  exceptionally  high  for 
the  New  Castle,  PA  area  11  Nov 
(LW).  A high  count  of  30  Balti- 
more Orioles  was  banded  at 
B.S.B.O.  22  Aug,  where  a record 
high  total  of  83  (almost  twice  the 
previous  high)  was  banded  by 
season’s  end,  and  a late  bird  was 
at  an  Ashtabula,  OH  feeder  23 
Nov  (S.  Wright). 

There  were  very  few  northern 
finches  in  the  Region.  Nine  Pine 
Grosbeaks  were  at  Black 
Moshannon  L.,  Centre,  PA  16 
Nov  (NB).  Single  Red  Crossbills 
were  at  Stone  Mt.,  Huntingdon, 
PA  20  Nov  (SMc)  and  Bear 
Meadows,  Centre  21  Nov  (NB);  a 
White-winged  Crossbill  passed 
the  Stone  Mt.  hawkwatch  24 
Nov  (SMc).  At  Meadville,  PA,  the 
first  2 Pine  Siskins  appeared  15 
Oct  (K.  Marsh);  there  were  only  scattered  fall 
reports  from  Ohio  (RHa).  Evening  Grosbeaks 
did  not  appear  until  mid-Nov,  when  28  were  in 
w.  Cuyahoga,  OH  (C.  Rieker)  on  the  13th,  and 
6 were  at  Hoover  Res.  the  14th  (M.  England); 
in  Pennsylvania,  15  grosbeaks  were  at  Rose 
Valley  L.,  Lycoming  17  Nov  (fide  DFe).  Finally, 
it  might  be  fascinating  to  know  the  origin  of 
the  European  Goldfinch  that  frequented  a 
Warren,  OH  feeder  12-30  Oct  (ph.  CB). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Carole 
Babyak,  Scott  Bastian,  Ralph  Bell,  Nick  Bol- 
giano,  Dick  Bollinger  (DBo),  Jerry  Brooks, 
Dick  Byers,  John  Churchill,  Ben  Coulter  (BC), 
Dave  DeReamus  (DDe),  David  Dister,  Jeanette 
Esker,  Bill  Etter,  Vic  Fazio,  Devich  Farbotnik 
(DF),  John  Fedak,  Gary  Felton,  David  Ferry 
(DFe),  Jay  George,  Ted  Grisez,  Dave  Grove, 
Greg  Grove,  George  Hall,  Joseph  Hammond 
(JHa),  Ray  Hannikman  (RHn),  Robert  Harlan 
(RHa),  Dan  Heathcote  (DHe),  Paul  Hess, 
David  Hochadel,  Deuane  Hoffman  (DHf), 
Jason  Horn,  Robert  C.  Lcbcrman  (RCL), 
Ronald  F Leberman  (RFL),  Gabe  Leidy  (GL), 
Mark  McConaughy  (MMc),  Scott  McConnell 
(SMc),  Jerry  McWilliams  (JMc),  Gary 
Meszaros,  August  Mirabella,  Robert  Mulvihill, 
Doug  Overacker,  Jeff  Payne,  Jim  Phillips  (JPh), 
Ed  Pierce,  John  Pogacnik  (JP),  Nick  Pulcinella, 
Frank  Renfrow,  Larry  Rosche,  Cameron  Rutt, 
Michael  Schall  (MSc),  Robert  Schlabach,  Bob 
Schutsky,  Dave  Schwenk  (DSw),  Matt  Sharp 
(MS),  Randy  Stringer  (RSt),  Neil  Troyer,  Linda 
Wagner,  Dave  Wilton,  Jan  Winner,  Sean  Zadar, 
Eugene  Zielinski  © 


This  King  Eider  at  Hershey's  Mill,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  3 November  2002  was  the  first 
to  be  found  in  that  state  away  from  Lake  Erie,  where  rare.  Photograph  by  Alan  Brady. 
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Fall  weather  was  warm  and  dry  through 
mid-October  and  cold  and  dry  there- 
after, a pattern  consistent  with  the 
impending  El  Nino  forecast.  The  limited  pre- 
cipitation concentrated  the  waders,  providing 
a fine  shorebird  season. 

Birders’  discussions  were  dominated  by 
concern  about  the  impact  of  West  Nile  virus 
on  our  bird  populations.  As  might  be 
expected,  based  on  the  type  of  sampling  nor- 
mally produced  by  birding,  assessments  cov- 
ered the  spectrum.  In  Chicago,  Walter  Mar- 
cisz  was  convinced  that  “Silent  Fall” 


described  the  autumn  flight,  citing  a precipi- 
tous decline  in  American  Crows  in  the  Lake 
Calumet  area.  Also  invoking  West  Nile,  Keith 
McMullen  noted  a maximum  central  Illinois 
crow  count  of  450,  compared  to  5000  during 
the  same  time  frame  in  2001.  In  northeastern 
Indiana,  Jim  Haw  termed  songbird  numbers 
“dreadfully  low”  and  noted  that  raptor  reha- 
bilitators  reported  a large  increase  in  sick  and 
dying  hawks  and  owls.  In  contrast,  based  on 
a comparison  of  individual  species  numbers 
over  the  past  15  years,  the  fall  flight  along  the 
Indiana  lakefront  was  superb,  with  loons, 
grebes,  terns,  vireos,  swallows,  and  flycatch- 
ers all  occurring  in  exceptional  numbers.  So, 
the  jury  is  still  out  on  West  Nile. 

Birders  across  the  Region  were  saddened 
by  the  tragic  death  of  Robert  T.  Chapel,  who 
died  this  fall  in  an  automobile  accident.  In 
the  words  of  Steve  Bailey,  “Bob  had  been  a fix- 
ture in  the  local  (Illinois)  birding  community 
for  nearly  30  years.”  Throughout  my  eleven 
years  as  Regional  Editor  of  the  Middlewestern 
Prairie  Region,  Bob  served  as  the  subregional 
Illinois  editor  for  the  fall  season.  His  submis- 
sions were  invariably  of  high  quality,  and  1 


especially  appreciated  his  historical  perspec- 
tives for  the  rare  birds.  As  a member  of  the 
Illinois  Ornithological  Records  Committee, 
Bob  also  frequently  served  as  my  liaison  to 
that  group.  His  shoes  will  be  tough  to  fill. 

Abbreviations:  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  Clinton , 
Fayette , & Bond , IL;  I.B.S.P  (Illinois  Beach 
S.P.,  on  the  lakefront  16  km  s.  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin line),  Jax.  P.  (Jackson  Park  on  the  Chicago 
lakefront),  L.  Cal.  (Lake  Calumet),  L.  Chau. 
(Lake  Chatauqua  N.W.R.,  IL);  L.  Gibs.  (Lake 
Gibson,  sw.  Indiana),  Mill.  B.  (Miller  Beach, 
IN,  the  southernmost  point  on  L.  Michigan). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBIS 

It  was  a fine  fall  for  Red-throated  Loons,  with 
the  best  night  ever  (10  birds)  in  the  L. 
Lemon — L.  Monroe  area  of  Indiana  (JHv  & 
SHv),  a record  84  along  the  Indiana  lakefront 
(including  a dozen  birds  on  13  Nov,  JMc), 
and  6 singles  scattered  across  the  Illinois  inte- 
rior. Pacific  Loon  reports  included  an  imm.  at 
L.  Lemon,  IN  23-24  Oct  (DRW,  tJHv,  & SHv), 
one  at  Carl.  L.  2 Nov  (KR),  a single  at  L. 
Decatur,  IL  4-5  Nov  (TM),  and  2 at  L.  Chau. 
10-16  Nov  (KR  et  al.).  An  unprecedented 
mid-Nov  movement  southward  from  Lake 
Michigan  dominated  the  fall  Common  Loon 
flight.  On  16  Nov,  cen.  Indiana  was  awash  in 
loons,  with  498  at  L.  Lemon  (DRW,  JHv,  & 
SHv),  165  at  Summit  L.  (Haw  et  al.),  477  at 
Prairie  Creek  Res.  (Haw  et  al),  and  545  at 
Eagle  Creek  Park  near  Indianapolis  (RFB). 
The  following  day,  840  were  counted  at  the 
latter  site  (LPv).  These  totals  constitute  four 
of  the  five  largest  inland  counts  ever  recorded 
in  Indiana. 

Peak  Horned  Grebe  tallies  included  a 
record  619  on  the  Indiana  lakefront  13  Nov 
(JMc)  and  120  at  L.  Springfield,  IL  11  Nov 
(KAM).  Red-necked  Grebes  staged  a strong 
flight,  with  17  reported  on  the  Indiana  lake- 
front  and  4 at  inland  Illinois  sites.  Western 
Grebes  were  also  plentiful.  The  earliest  birds 
arrived  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  11-12  Oct  (KAM, 
FH)  and  at  Mill.  B.  13  Oct+  (BJG,  JMc,  JKC, 
m.  ob.).  Other  Illinois  records  included  sin- 
gles at  East  Fork  L.,  Richland  1 Nov  (LH)  and 
at  I.B.S.P.  29  Nov  (AFS). 

In  Illinois,  American  White  Pelicans 
peaked  at  7200  in  Putnam  (CMc,  JMk).  One 
pelican  wandered  c.  to  nw.  Indiana,  where  it 
appeared  in  n.  Lake  5 Oct  (CMa)  and  was 
seen  there  irregularly  thereafter.  The  3000+ 
Double-crested  Cormorants  at  L.  Gibs.  12 
Oct  (G&LB)  provided  a record  count  for 
Indiana.  The  most  interesting  cormorant 
report  consisted  of  2 Neotropic  Cormorants 
on  Carl.  L.;  an  ad.  was  present  27  Jul — 7 Oct, 
and  a subad.  was  seen  17  Aug  (DKa,  nr.  ob., 
ph.).  The  only  Least  Bittern  reported  was  at 
Pine  Creek  W.M.A.,  IN  24  Aug  (CHe,  RHe). 
Impressive  Great  Egret  concentrations 
included  7700  in  Calhoun,  IL  2 Aug  (KAM), 
1046  at  L.  Chau.  1 Aug  (RBj,  SBj),  and  570+ 


in  the  L.  Gibs,  area  2 Sep  (JMc,  RHe  et  al.). 
Little  Blue  Herons  peaked  15  Jul,  when  607 
were  counted  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  (KAM).  An 
early  fall  influx  of  Snowy  Egrets  into  sw. 
Indiana  yielded  a state  record  55  birds  in  the 
L.  Gibs,  area  2 Sep  (JMc,  DG  et  al).  A Green 
Heron  at  Mill.  B.  23  Nov  (tHaw  et  al.)  pro- 
vided Indiana’s  latest  fall  record.  The  Region’s 
largest  night-heron  count  consisted  of  230 
Black-crowneds  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  16  Jul 
(KAM).  The  season’s  only  ibis  was  an 
unidentified  Plegadis  in  Putnam,  IL  26  Oct 
(LC,  PCr). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

By  far  the  largest  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  count  consisted  of  153  at  L.  Chau.  14 
Nov  (RBj,  SBj).  Accompanying  the  Snow 
Goose  flight,  which  peaked  18  Nov  with 
8000  birds  at  Baldwin  L.,  IL  (KAM),  were  9 
Ross’s  Geese  in  Illinois  and  2 in  Indiana. 
Impressive  Richardson’s  Canada  Geese  (race 
hutchinsi ) tallies  included  348  in  Woodford,  IL 
(MF)  and  95  at  Salamonie  Res.,  IN  26  Nov 
(Haw).  The  peak  Tundra  Swan  count  con- 
sisted of  225  at  Spring  L.  in  Carroll,  IL  16  Nov 
(DTW).  Noteworthy  puddle  duck  concentra- 
tions included  290  Wood  Ducks  in  Putnam, 
IL  15  Aug  (DFS),  3000  Gadwall  at  Horseshoe 
L.  IL,  31  Oct  (KAM),  3000  Blue-winged  Teal 
in  Putnam,  IL  8 Sep  (CMc,  JMk),  and  2700 
Northern  Shovelers  at  Clear  L.,  IL  10  Oct 
(RBj,  SBj).  The  season’s  only  rare  dabbler  was 
a Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Richland,  IL  1 Nov 
(LH).  Diving  duck  numbers  were  quite  mod- 
est. Lesser  Scaup  were  especially  scarce;  fewer 
than  half  the  number  recorded  annually  over 
the  past  15  fall  flights  were  counted  on  the 
Indiana  lakefront  (KJB). 

Highlighted  by  a flyby  female  or  imm. 
male  King  Eider  at  Mill.  B.  3 Nov  QMc),  the 
sea  duck  picture  was  considerably  brighter.  It 
was  an  excellent  season  for  Surf  Scoters,  with 
45  and  30  birds  reported  respectively  at 
inland  Illinois  and  Indiana  sites.  Peak  inland 
tallies  included  16  Surfs  at  Melvin  Price  Dam, 
IL  28  Oct — 30  Nov  (CMl,  JMa)  and  8 at  L. 
Monroe,  IN  1 1 Nov  (DRW).  Following  a slow 
start,  White-winged  Scoters  staged  a modest 
flight,  with  52  in  Indiana  and  18  in  Illinois. 
Black  Scoters  were  also  more  plentiful  than 
normal,  especially  at  inland  sites,  with  22  in 
Indiana  and  7 in  Illinois,  including  an  inland 
record  of  16  Blacks  at  Summit  L.,  IN  16  Nov 
(EB,  Haw  et  al.).  The  season’s  only  Harlequin 
Duck  consisted  of  a female  at  Winthrop  Har- 
bor, on  the  n.  Illinois  lakefront  22-29  Nov 
(AFS,  m.  ob.).  Peak  merganser  counts 
included  510  Hoodeds  at  L.  Chau.  21  Nov 
(RBj,  SBj)  and  a record  3400+  Red-breasteds 
off  West  Beach,  IN  13  Nov  (JMc  et  al.).  Early 
single  Common  Mergansers  arrived  in  Mar- 
shall, IL  15  Sep  and  at  Mill.  B.  28  Sep  (BJG). 

The  major  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  flight 
occurred  13  Oct;  on  that  date,  168  passed  the 


I.B.S.E  hawkwatch  (VB),  and  35  were  at  L. 
Lemon,  IN  (JHv,  SHv,  LSt).  The  hoped-for 
invasion  of  Northern  Goshawks  failed  to 
materialize;  indeed,  only  one  bird  was 
reported.  Peak  counts  of  other  migrating 
hawks  at  I.B.S.R  included  229  Broad-wingeds 
22  Sep,  256  Red-taileds  1 Nov,  1 1 Rough- 
leggeds  1 Nov,  and  50 
Merlins  3 Oct  (VB).  A 
very  early  Merlin  arrived 
at  Pine  Creek  W.M.A.,  IN 
10  Aug  (tAWB,  RHe, 

CCM),  tying  the  state’s 
earliest  arrival  date.  The 
only  rare  rail  reported 
was  a Yellow  in  Franklin, 

IL  26  Oct  (LSy).  A Purple 
Gallinule  remained  at  the 
Mermet  L.,  IL  breeding 
site  until  1 Sep  (tFB). 

The  Region’s  largest 
Common  Moorhen  count 
was  17  at  L.  Cal.  (WJM), 
which  constitutes  the 
best  fall  tally  from  that 
site  in  a decade.  At  the 
Jasper — Pulaski  W.M.A., 

IN  staging  area,  Sandhill 
Crane  numbers  peaked 
26  Nov,  with  a record 
34,629  (Indiana  D.N.R.). 

SH0REBIRDS 

Maximum  counts  of  the 
regular  plovers  included 
54  Black-bellieds  at  Mill. 

B.  16  Aug  (MTo),  29 
American  Golden-Plovers  in  Kendall,  IL  15 
Sep  (UG),  42  Semipalmateds  at  L.  Cal.  20 
Aug  (WJM),  and  6000  Killdeer  at  Carl.  L.  4 
Jul  (DKa),  the  latter  a clear  pre-migration 
aggregation.  It  was  a good  season  for  Piping 
Plovers,  with  11  in  Illinois  and  five  in  Indi- 
ana. 

Black-necked  Stilts  peaked  31  Jul,  with  14 
in  Alexander,  IL  (KAM);  2 lingered  there  until 
3 Sep  (FB).  American  Avocets  were  fairly 
scarce,  with  only  16  in  Illinois  and  1 1 in  Indi- 
ana; the  maximum  count  was  10  at  L.  Chau. 
3 Sep  (KR).  One  tardy  Greater  Yellowlegs 
remained  at  Palos,  IL  until  23  Nov  (CT).  The 
maximum  Upland  Sandpiper  counts  were 


disturbingly  low:  3 in  McHenry,  IL  15  Aug 
and  2 in  Miami,  IN  (MH,  RHe).  The  highlight 
of  the  fall  Whimbrel  flight  was  a state  record 
37  birds  (including  one  flock  of  28)  seen  dur- 
ing a 15  Sep  lakewatch  at  Mill.  B.  (JMc,  BJG 
et  al.).  Inland  Whimbrel  reports  included  sin- 


ph.) and  in  Johnson,  IL  8 Sep  (FB).  The  largest 
Marbled  Godwit  tally  consisted  of  6 at  L. 
Chau.  25  Aug  (RJ).  A migrating  flock  of  52 
Hudsonian  Godwits  observed  flying  inland  at 
Michigan  City  1 Aug  (JMc,  JKC,  KJB,  EP) 
doubled  Indiana's  previous  maximum  count. 

It  was  a good  year  for  Red  Knots,  especially 
at  inland  sites,  with  11  inland  and  17  lake- 
front  birds  reported.  Maximum  counts  of 
more  common  sandpipers  included  2234 
Semipalmateds  at  L.  Chau.  1 Aug  (RBj,  SBj), 
550  Leasts  at  L.  Chau.  27  July  (KR),  5000 
Pectorals  at  Swan  L.,  IL  2 Aug  (KAM,  DKa), 
441  Stilts  at  L.  Chau.  22  Aug  (RBj,  SBj),  60 
Buff-breasteds  at  L Chau  22  Sep  (KR),  90 


gles  at  L.  Gib.  1-2  Sep  (JMc,  GB,  LAC,  RHe, 


It  was  a good  fall  for  Whimbrel  in  the  Illinois  & Indiana  Region,  with  record  counts  on 
Lake  Michigan.  Two  birds,  including  this  one  at  Lake  Gibson,  Gibson  County,  Indiana 
1-2  September  2002,  were  reported  at  inland  sites.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  1.  McCoy. 


A In  late  summer,  non-breeding  American  Golden-Plovers  occasionally  appear  in  the  Region.  Many  of  these  birds 
F 1 are  extremely  worn;  some  are  virtually  devoid  of  spotting  on  the  upperparts.  Consequently,  when  a drab  plover 
appeared  22  Aug  at  the  Wakarusa  Wastewater  Treatment  Facility  in  Elkhart,  IN  it  was  assumed  to  be  a worn  golden-plover. 
The  bird  proved  to  be  unusually  confiding,  so  the  observers  (tDSt,  BB,  ph.)  elected  to  take  a few  photographs.The  plover, 
which  was  standing  on  pavement  adjacent  to  a short-grass  field,  departed  soon  after  the  pictures  were  taken.  Virtually 
by  accident,  the  color  prints  were  subsequently  shown  to  a group  of  lakewatchers  who  had  birding  experience  in  the  West; 
it  was  immediately  recognized  as  the  Region's  first  Mountain  Plover.  Scanned  images  were  e-mailed  to  three  western 
birders  who  have  extensive  experience  with  this  species;  all  agreed  that  the  bird  was  indeed  a Mountain  Plover.This  record 
is  rendered  even  more  remarkable  in  view  of  recent  population  declines  experienced  by  this  species. 
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Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Montrose  17  Aug 
(JE),  and  84  Wilsons  Snipe  in  Steuben , IN  7 
Nov  (Haw  et  al.).  A very  tardy  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  at  L.  Gibs.  27  Oct  (G  & LB)  pro- 
vided Indiana’s  latest  record.  Purple  Sand- 
pipers were  restricted  to  Michigan  City  Har- 
bor, IN,  where  single 
imms.  were  seen  9 
(JMc,  JKC,  ph.,  m. 
ob),  28  (JMc,  BJG, 

PBG),  & 29  Nov 

(JMc).  The  28  Nov 
bird  provided  a 
Thanksgiving  Day 
feast  for  the  local  Pere- 
grine (JMc).  Perhaps 
the  seasons  best  shore- 
bird  was  a Ruff  at  Carl. 

L.  17-19  Aug  (DKa).  It 
was  a good  fall  for  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes,  with 
42  in  Illinois  and  13  in 
Indiana;  the  maximum 
count  was  22  at  L. 

Chau.  17  Aug  (KR, 

LA).  Lakefront  Red 
Phalaropes  reports 
included  a juv.  at 
Chicago  6-8  Nov  (LO, 

TSc),  plus  singles  at 
Michigan  City  Harbor,  IN  and  Mill.  B.  Inland 
records  included  2 at  Baker’s  L.,  IL  24-25  Sep 
(JB,  m.  ob.)  and  one  at  L.  Shelbyville,  IL  28 
Sep  (TM). 

JAEGERS 

THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  Indiana  lakefront 
jaeger  flight  proved  disap- 
pointing; this  fall’s  24  birds 
(one  Pomarine,  5 Para- 
sitics,  2 Long-taileds,  and 
16  unidentified)  was  the 
lowest  since  1995.  Perhaps 
the  season’s  most  remark- 
able report  was  a well-seen 
juv.  Pomarine  jaeger  at 
Mill.  B.  on  the  unprece- 
dentedly early  date  of  11 
Sep  (tJMc,  tJKC,  PBG). 

Long-tailed  Jaegers  pro- 
vided a highlight  of  the 
jaeger  flight,  with  an  ad.  at 
Mill.  B.  3 Sep  (tKJB),  a juv. 
at  Carl.  L.  7 Sep  (tDKa), 
and  a surprisingly  late  ad. 
at  Dunes  S.P.  2 Nov  (tJMc). 

The  latter  constitutes  the 
2nd  Nov  Long-tailed  for 
the  Indiana  lakefront,  but 
the  first  ad.  for  that  month. 

The  seasons  only  Little  Gull  was  a first- 
winter  bird  at  Carl.  L.  26  Oct — 30  Nov  (tDKa 
et  al.).  Ad.  California  Gulls  were  identified  at 
Michigan  City  Harbor  26  Nov  (tJKB,  RPa, 


PBG)  and  Madison,  IL  29  Nov  (CMl).  A first- 
year  Iceland  Gull  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  30 
Nov  (AFS)  provided  the  seasons  only  report. 
The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  continues  to 
expand,  with  10  birds  reported  in  Illinois  and 
9 in  Indiana.  It  was  a good  fall  for  Black- 


legged Kittiwakes,  with  8,  including  a peak  of 
5 juvs.,  at  Mill.  B.  22  Nov  (JMc,  DGo,  EMH, 
MTo);  the  only  inland  bird  was  a tarrock  at 
Starved  Rock,  IL  29  Nov — 1 Dec  (CMc,  JMk, 
m.  ob.).  Sabines  Gulls  were  restricted  to  Mill. 
B.,  where  7 were  observed  during  the  season. 


A fine  Common  Tern  movement  occurred  at 
Mill.  B.  1 1 Sep,  when  3500  were  counted 
(JKC).  Courtesy  of  Tropical  Storm  Lili,  Illi- 
nois’s first  Sooty  Tern  appeared  at  the  Joppa 


boat  ramp,  Massac  4 Oct  (TFB),  only  hours 
before  this  species  was  videotaped  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  Region  experienced  an  above- 
average  Black  Tern  flight,  with  at  least  five 
triple-digit  counts.  The  peak  tally  was  563  at 
Mill.  B.  3 Sep  (JMc,  KJB).  The  Kentucky 
Long-billed  Murrelet,  seen  on  the  Ohio 
R.  at  Louisville,  also  ventured  into  Indi- 
ana waters  29  Oct  (BPB),  providing  the 
state’s  4th  record. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Monk  Parakeets,  now  firmly  established 
in  Chicago,  are  spilling  into  Indiana;  on 
24  Nov,  9 were  reported  in  Hammond, 
IN  (RHe,  LAC,  TH),  providing  the  high- 
est count  ever  for  that  state.  Surprisingly 
few  “eared  owls”  were  reported.  The  sea- 
son total  consisted  of  one  Long-eared 
and  2 Short-eared.  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  made  a much  better  showing,  with 
an  astonishing  57,  including  a peak  of  11 
on  11  Nov,  banded  in  Brown,  IN  (RBt). 
Interestingly,  51  percent  of  these  Saw- 
whets  were  captured  on  three  nights 
between  1 and  17  Nov  (inclusive).  A 
carefully  identified  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird remained  at  a Monroe,  IN 
feeder  through  11  Nov  (JLIv,  SHv)  to 
establish  a new  late  date  for  the  state  (ph. 
reviewed  by  Nancy  Newfield).  An  ad.  male 
Rufous  Hummingbird  was  in  Perry,  IL  Oct — 
25  Dec  (tRLC  et  al.),  and  a female  was 
banded  at  Mt.  Vernon,  IL  14  Nov  (tCHu).  At 
least  5 Rufous/Allen’s  hummingbirds  were 
present  in  Indiana.  A tally  of  44  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers  was 
made  in  n.  Lake,  IN  5 
Oct  (SBg,  JKC  et  al.)  to 
establish  a new  fall 
maximum  for  Indiana. 

The  tardy  flycatcher 
list  included  a record- 
late  Eastern  Wood- 
Pewee  in  Clark,  IN  31 
Oct  (JMc),  plus  an 
Acadian  Flycatcher  in 
Massac,  IL  3 Oct  (FB). 
Highlight  of  the  fly- 
catcher migration  was 
an  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher that  appeared 
at  Montrose,  IL  10  Nov 
(tRHu).  The  only 
other  unusual  fly- 
catcher was  a Western 
Kingbird  seen  in  Pere 
Marquette  S.P.,  IL  2 
Sep  (RJ).  The  first  of  4 
Northern  Shrikes 
reported  this  season 
appeared  in  Elkhart,  IN  30  Oct  (DSt  et  al.). 
An  impressive  16  Bell’s  Vireos  were  found  at 
a Sullivan,  IN  reclaimed  strip  mine  24  Aug 
(LSt),  and  one  lingered  in  Whiteside,  IL 


Away  from  Lake  Michigan,  Piping  Plovers  are  quite  rare  in  the  Illinois  & Indiana  Region. 
This  juvenile  found  at  Hurshtown  Reservoir  1 6 August  2002  was  one  of  two  found 
in  Allen  County,  Indiana  this  fall.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  1.  McCoy. 


This  Purple  Sandpiper,  photographed  8 November  2002,  was  one  of  three  that  appeared  at  Michigan 
City  Harbor,  Indiana  this  fall.  Appropriately,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  one  of  the  three  provided  repast 
for  the  local  Peregrine  Falcon.  Photograph  by  John  K.  Cassady. 
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until  6 Sep  (DJS).  Lingering  vireos  included 
a Blue-headed  in  Jax.  P.  16  Nov  (PRC)  and  a 
Philadelphia  at  Chicago’s  Morton  Arbore- 
tum 10  Oct  (MBC). 

Sizeable  Blue  Jay  movements  occurred  at 
L.  Lemon,  IN  13  Oct  (JHv,  SHv)  and  in  Ful- 
ton, 1L  12  Oct  (KAM),  with  580  and  377 
birds  respectively.  The  only  large  swallow 
concentration  was  of  50,000  Trees  at  Carl.  L. 
12  Oct  (KAM).  Only  the  faintest  trace  of  a 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  flight  was  recorded; 
a paltry  6 were  reported  across  the  Region. 
Other  noteworthy  single-day  totals  included 
47  Winter  Wrens  at  Jax.  P.  29  Oct  (PRC), 
250  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  in  Chicago’s 
Grant  Park  16  Oct  (DFS),  and  102  E.  Blue- 
birds at  I.B.S.R  5 Oct  (SHu,  EW).  The  latest 
among  several  tarrying  Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
ers  was  at  Beverly  Shores,  IN  2 Nov  (BJG). 
Impressive  Catharus  thrush  counts  included 
94  Swainson’s  at  L.  Lemon,  IN  22  Sep  (JHv, 
SHv)  and  106  Hermits  in  Chicago’s  Grant 
Park  16  Oct  (DFS).  American  Pipits  were 
quite  plentiful;  peak  tallies  included  200  at 
L.  Chau.  12  Oct  (KR)  and  178  in  LaSalle,  IL 
3 Nov  (CMcJMk). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Assessments  of  the  warbler  flight  ranged 
from  dismal  to  about  average.  The  season’s 
best  warbler  was  a male  Townsend’s  Warbler 
at  Montrose  (Chicago  lakefront)  12  Oct  (GG, 
tRHu,  tGAW).  Hoosier  birders  have  discov- 
ered that  like  Chicago,  plantings  in  down- 
town Indianapolis  attract  migrant  warblers; 
late  warblers  recorded  there  this  fall 
included:  an  Ovenbird  28  Nov  (DG),  a 
Northern  Waterthrush  24  Oct  (fide  CHe), 
and  a Mourning  18  Oct  (RHe,  CH).  Other 
noteworthy  warbler  reports  included  an 
early  female  Tennessee  at  I.B.S.R  3 Aug 
(EW),  10  Orange-crowneds  in  n.  Lake,  IN  12 
Oct  (JMc  et  al.),  a late  Northern  Parula  in 
Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  16  Nov  (tGAW),  a 
longshore  flight  of  570+  Yellow-rumpeds  at 
the  Hammond  lakefront  Sanctuary,  IN  28  Sep 
(P&JK  et  al.),  single  Black-throated  Blues  at 
Carl.  L.  15  & 27  Sep  (DKa,  KAM),  a 
Cerulean  in  Rockford,  IL  13  Sep  (DTW),  and 
2 Prothonotary  Warblers  in  Indiana  Dunes 
S.P.  7 Sep  (RPa). 

An  impressive  8 Blue  Grosbeaks  were 
found  in  Clay,  IN  17  Aug  (AWB),  and 
another  lingered  in  Johnson,  IL  until  11  Oct 
(FB).  Spotted  Towhees  were  restricted  to 
Illinois,  with  the  following  records:  a male 
in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park  16  Oct  (DFS),  a 
female  in  Evanston  18  Oct — 5 Nov  (BN, 
EW),  and  a female  at  Jax.  P.  10-19  Nov 
(PRC).  The  150  Chipping  Sparrows 
recorded  at  Fort  Harrison  Park,  IN  13  Oct 
(DGo)  constitutes  an  all-time  maximum  for 
| the  state.  Surprisingly,  for  the  first  autumn 
I in  24  years  of  observation,  Field  Sparrows 
were  not  recorded  in  Jax.  P.  (PRC).  Peak 
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counts  of  the  less-common  sparrows 
included  24  Henslow’s  in  Clay,  IN  3 Aug 
(AWB),  10+  Lc  Conte’s  at  Prairie  Ridge 
W.M.A.,  IL  9 Oct  (LH),  and  15  Nelson’s 
Sharp-taileds  at  L.  Chau.  10  Oct  (KR).  A 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  lingered  in  downtown 
Indianapolis  until  21  Nov  (RHe).  Harris’s 
Sparrows  were  quite  scarce,  with  only  two 
reports:  singles  were  found  in  Evanston,  IL  1 
Nov  (EW)  and  in  Indiana  Dunes  S.P.  3 Oct 
(BJG).  Lapland  Longspurs  were  widespread; 
the  peak  count  was  250  in  Parke , IN  8-15 
Nov  (AWB).  Quite  impressive  for  fall  were 
the  flights  of  20  Bobolink  and  57  Eastern 
Meadowlarks  at  I.B.S.R  5 Oct  (EW,  SHu). 

Winter  finches  were  in  tune  with  the  fact 
that  this  was  not  an  invasion  year  and  virtu- 
ally boycotted  the  Region.  The  season’s  tally 
sheet  contained  a smattering  of  Purple 
Finches,  one  Red  Crossbill  record,  and  3 Pine 
Siskins.  American  Goldfinches,  however, 
failed  to  get  the  message  and  were  present  in 
good  numbers,  as  reflected  by  a longshore 
flight  of  4730  at  I.B.S.R  5 Oct  (EW). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Louise  Augustine,  Susan  Bagby 
(SBg),  Elbe  Baker,  Frank  Bennett,  Vic  Berardi, 
Richard  Bjorklund  (RBj),  Sigurd  Bjorklund 
(SBj),  Gary  and  Lisa  Bowman  (G&LB), 
Robert  Bradley  (RBr),  Bill  Breidenthal,  Ross 
Brittain  (RBt),  Kenneth  J.  Brock,  Joan  Bruck- 


man,  Alan  W.  Bruner  (Indiana),  Robert  E 
Buskirk,  Lynne  Carpenter,  Lee  A.  Casebere, 
John  K.  Cassady,  Brian  L.  Chandler,  Melinda 
Born-Chapman,  Paul  R.  Clyne,  Peter  Cruik- 
shank  (PCr),  josh  Engel,  Matt  Fraker,  Urs 
Geiser,  Glenn  Giacinto,  Don  Gorney,  Brendan 
J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Leroy  Harrison,  Jim 
Haw  (Haw),  Cloyce  Hedge  (CHe),  Michelle 
Hedge,  Roger  Hedge  (RHe),  Jim  Hengeveld 
(JHv),  Susan  Hengeveld  (SHv),  Frank 
Holmes,  Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Steve  Huggins 
(SHu),  Robert  Hughes  (RHu),  Tom  Hulver- 
shorn,  Cathie  Hutcheson  (CHu),  Rhettajack, 
Dan  Kassebaum  (DKa),  Phil  and  Joanne  Kelly 
(P&JK),  Travis  Mahan,  Charlene  Malone 
(CMl),  Jim  Malone  (JMa),  Carolyn  Marsh 
(CMa),  Walter  J.  Masrcisz,  Jeff  McCoy  (JMc), 
Cynthia  McKee  (CMc),  John  McKee  (JMk), 
Keith  A.  McMullen  (KAM),  Clint  C.  Murray, 
Beryl  Nelson,  Link  Olsen,  Larry  Peavler 
(LPv),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  (BPB),  Randy 
Pals  (RPa),  Ed  Powers,  Kevin  Richmond, 
Tom  Schulenberg,  Darrell  J.  Shambaugh, 
Leonard  Stanley  (LSy),  Lee  Sterrenburg  (LSt), 
Alan  F.  Stokie,  Dan  Stoltzfus  (DSt),  Douglas 
F.  Stotz  (Illinois),  Craig  Thayer,  Michael 
Topp,  Eric  Walters,  Donald  R.  Whitehead, 
Dan  T.  Williams,  Jr.,  and  Geoff  A. 
Williamson.  Many  other  observers  con- 
tributed information  to  the  various  state  lists 
but  could  not  be  personally  acknowledged 
here;  all  have  our  appreciation.  © 
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Western 
Great  Lakes 


Peeler  H.Svingen 

2602  East  4th  Street 
Duluth,  Minnesota  55812 
(psvingen@ci.umn.edu) 


Michigan  and  Wisconsin  had  an  excit- 
ing season  with  multiple  rarities. 
Michigan  highlights  included  Swal- 
low-tailed Kite,  Green  Violet-ear,  and  Painted 
Redstart,  while  Wisconsin  recorded  White 
Ibis  and  Band-tailed  Pigeon  for  the  first  time. 
Many  late  departure  dates  were  noted,  partic- 
ularly among  the  warblers. 

Abbreviations:  Big  Stone  (Big  Stone  N.W.R., 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN);  Heron  L.  (North  and/or 
South  Heron  Lake,  Jackson , MN);  H.R.N.R. 
(Hawk  Ridge  Nature  Reserve,  Duluth,  MN); 
S.M.R.R.  (Southeast  Michigan  Raptor 
Research,  including  Lake  Erie  Metropark  and 
Pte.  Mouillee  HQ,  Wayne,  MI);  U.P.  (Upper 
Peninsula,  MI);  Wise.  Pt.  (Wisconsin  Point, 
Douglas,  WI);  W.PB.O.  (Whitefish  Point  Bird 
Observatory,  Chippewa,  MI). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

W.PB.O.  tallied  541  Red-throated  Loons  21 
Aug — 13  Nov,  including  124  on  20  Sep,  the 


same  day  that  Binford  found  20  in  Keweenaw, 
MI.  Away  from  the  Great  Lakes,  Wisconsin 
had  Red-throateds  in  Winnebago  16  Oct  (PB) 
and  Portage  20  Oct  (GJ).  Showing  a poten- 
tially misleading  whitish  flank  patch  was  a 
juv.  Red-throated  at  Duluth,  MN  8 & 10  Oct 
(MH,  PHS).  Two  Pacific  Loons  passed 
W.P.B.O.  19  Sep  (SH).  Wisconsin  had  Pacific 
Loons  (all  p.  a.)  in  Shawano  24-26  Oct  (DT, 
T&IB),  Ozaukee  26-30  Oct  (TCW,  m.  ob.), 
Dane  30  Oct — 10  Nov  (DF,  m.  ob.),  Douglas  4 
Nov  (JWL),  and  Door  9 Nov  (JSh).  Minnesota 
had  2-4  Pacifies  on  L.  Superior,  plus  one  in 
Dakota  3 Oct  (ADS  et  al.).  W.P.B.O.  tallied 
3266  Common  Loons  1 Aug — 15  Nov  (peak 
333,  27  Sep).  Lower  than  last  fall’s  was  the 
count  of  14,283  Red-necked  Grebes  at 
W.P.B.O.  15  Aug — 15  Nov  (peak  5665,  19 
Aug).  Eared  Grebes  were  at  four  Wisconsin 
and  three  Michigan  locations.  Wisconsin  had 
5 Western  Grebes  in  Trempealeau  26  Oct 
(FZL),  plus  singles  in  Manitowoc , Ozaukee, 
and  Racine. 

Snowy  Egrets  numbered  one  in  Michigan, 
2 in  Minnesota,  and  5 in  Wisconsin,  includ- 
ing late  individuals  at  Horicon  Marsh,  WI  6 
Oct  (DSh)  and  Otter  Tail,  MN  8 Oct  (E&jE). 
An  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  visited  Trem- 
pealeau, WI  3 Sep  (FZL).  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons  appeared  in  three  Wisconsin 
locations,  including  Milwaukee  17  Aug— 11 
Sep  (DT,  TCW,  DG,  JI).  Though  sometimes 
difficult  to  relocate  in  the  vast  marshes  at 


Crex  Meadows,  Wisconsin’s  first  White  Ibis 
was  well  documented  9-24  Sep  QH,  m.  ob.). 
Furnishing  Wisconsin’s  8th  record  was  a 
Glossy  Ibis  in  Jackson  24  Oct  (p.  a.,  CS  et  ah). 
Among  6 reports  (11  individuals)  of  Plegadis 
in  Minnesota  were  2 White-faced  Ibis. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Possibly  summering  was  an  early  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  at  Salt  L.,  Lac  Qui  Parle, 
MN  6 Sep  (KJB).  Ross’s  Geese  were  in  nine 
Minnesota  counties,  including  a juv.  in  Lake 
20-21  Oct  (TW,  vt.  JWL).  Wisconsin’s  only 
Ross’s  was  in  Dane  14-20  Nov  (NP,  CM,  NR); 
in  Michigan,  where  the  species  is  accidental, 
singles  visited  Houghton  22-26  Sep  (LCB, 
ZG)  and  Washtenaw  29-30  Nov  (ph.  PC,  MC, 
ph.  MKH).  Unusually  cooperative  were  single 
Brants  in  Brown,  WI  1 1 Nov+  (EHo,  DVD,  m. 
ob.)  and  Marquette,  MI  25  Oct- — 22  Nov  (SHi, 
SH,  ph.  TRW,  ph.  RB,  m.  ob.).  A King  Eider 
discovered  in  Ozaukee  15  Nov  (SC,  m.  ob.) 
was  subsequently  shot  by  a hunter.  Unprece- 
dented in  Minnesota  was  the  flock  of  6 Harle- 
quin Ducks  at  Grand  Marais,  Cook  26  Sep — 6 
Oct  (DPJ,  KRE  et  ah). 

A swath  of  Surf  Scoters  surfaced  in  13 
“inland”  Minnesota  counties  between  mid- 
Oct  and  early  Nov.  The  only  other  reports 
away  from  the  Great  Lakes  were  singles  in 
Portage,  WI  (GJ)  and  Washtenaw,  MI  2 Nov 
(MJS),  plus  2 in  Ionia,  MI  10-19  Nov  (SS, 
GK).  W.PB.O.  counted  378  Surf  Scoters  22 
Aug — 7 Nov  (peak  59,  7 Oct).  Each  state  had 
2-4  inland  reports  of  White-winged  and 
Black  Scoters;  W.PB.O.  counted  2480  and  57 
for  the  season,  respectively.  W.PB.O.  tallied 
9402  Long-tailed  Ducks,  while  Tessen  esti- 
mated 5000  in  Manitowoc,  WI  17  Nov.  Possi- 
bly a returning  individual  was  the  drake  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  at  Virmond  Park,  Milwau- 
kee, WI  3-23  Nov  (TCW,  m.  ob.);  another  was 
in  Door  10-12  Nov  (p.  a.,  BSt).  An  ad.  female 
Smew  was  examined  by  KRE  and  JWL  after  it 
was  shot  by  a hunter  at  Island  L.,  near 
Duluth,  MN  6 Nov.  Its  right  halux  was  found 
to  be  clipped  and  the  tips  of  its  night  feathers 
were  frayed  and  damaged,  confirming  prior 
captivity. 

Presumably  the  same  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
briefly  visited  Scott  and  Dakota,  MN  in  mid- 
Aug  (p.  a.,  C&rVK,  LWC,  DAB).  Furnishing 
Michigan’s  4th  record  since  1924  was  a 
subad.  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  Kalamazoo 
6-19  Aug  (JM,  GB,  ph.  ATC,  ph.  JMc,  RGS, 
m.  ob.).  Two  Mississippi  Kites  associated 
with  the  Michigan  Swallow-tailed  6-18  Aug, 
with  one  still  present  on  the  19th.  In  Wiscon- 
sin, a Mississippi  Kite  was  in  Green  Lake  8 
Aug  (p.  a.,  BH).  Single  Swainson’s  Hawks  in 
Douglas  21  Sep  (DT)  and  Oconto  18  Aug  (RA, 
J&KS)  were  unusual  for  Wisconsin.  Soaring 
in  a kettle  of  Swainson’s  was  an  imm.  Ferrug- 
inous Hawk  in  Jackson,  MN  21  Sep  (KRE  et 
al.);  an  ad.  was  in  Clay,  MN  12  Oct  (PHS).  j 
Gray-morph  Gyrfalcons  predominate  in  Min- 
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An  unknown  number  of  Brown  Pelicans  wandered  the  Great  Lakes  Basin.  Reported  too  late  for 
I inclusion  in  the  summer  report  was  one  in  Vilas,  Wl  25-27  Jul  (p.  a.,  BK),  followed  by  another  (or  the 
same?)  in  Iron,  Wl  4 Aug  (p.a.,JB).  Wisconsin  has  only  six  previous  records.  In  Michigan,  a Brown  Pelican  was 
photographed  on  a channel  marker  at  the  mouth  of  the  Raisin  R.,  Monroe  11  Aug  (NN),  following  unsubstan- 
tiated reports  there  during  the  summer.  A tame  juv.  (nicknamed  Waldo)  with  a hole  in  its  left  foot  and  a fish- 
ing lure  hooked  to  its  bill  was  found  at  Philomena  Resort  on  L.  Michigamme,  Marquette  17  Aug — 2 Sep 
(R&BJ,  ph.  DLa  & SHi,  vt.  JZ).  Alan  Wormington  forwarded  information  about  a Brown  Pelican  photographed 
at  L.  Beauchene,  Quebec  13-18  Sep  that  showed  a hole  in  its  left  foot  and  a scar  near  its  right  nostril.This  same 
bird  later  appeared  in  e.  Ontario  and  w.  New  York. 


A frisky  juvenile  Brown  Pelican— -Michigan's  second  for  the  season— spent  time  at  Philomena  Resort,  Lake  Michigamme 
in  Marquette  County.  The  bird  was  present  here  from  1 7 August  to  2 September  2002,  and  thanks  to  the  hole  visible 
in  its  left  foot,  was  traced  via  photographic  evidence  to  western  Quebec,  then  eastern  Ontario  in  mid-September 

through  early  October.  Photograph  by  Rob  iamros. 


I 

nesota;  noteworthy  was  an  imm.  dark  morph 
in  Cook  27  Oct  (RPR  et  al).  A Prairie  Falcon 
terrorized  longspurs  in  Polk,  MN  19  Oct 
(PHS).  Unexpected  and  late  was  the  Yellow 
Rail  skulking  around  a small  pond  in  Cook, 
MN  22  Oct  (AXH,  PHS). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Bardon  surveyed  drought-stricken  Heron  L. 
and  found  23,274  shorebirds  1 Aug;  among 
several  record-high  counts  were  219  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  (KJB).  A Piping  Plover  in 
Mackinac  8 Aug  (D&RF),  2 in  Berrien  10  Aug 
(BRA),  and  one  at  Tawas  Pt.  13  Oct  (MEP) 
were  more  than  usual  for  Michigan.  Min- 
nesota had  singles  in  Jackson  1 Aug  (KJB), 
Roseau  4 Aug  (PHS),  Lac  Qui  Parle  10  Aug 
i (KRE  et  al.),  and  Lincoln  2 Sep  (fide  RJS). 
American  Avocets  graced  six  Minnesota 
counties,  a flock  of  22  in  Jackson  5 Oct  being 


noteworthy  (BW).  Wisconsin  had  one  in 
Kenosha  14  Aug  (JJ),  several  along  L.  Michi- 
gan, and  one  in  Sheboygan  13  Nov  (AS,  SB). 
One  or  2 avocets  were  in  six  Michigan  loca- 
tions, including  Copper  Harbor,  Keweenaw 
14  Oct  (LCB).  Lingering  were  a Solitary 
Sandpiper  in  Saginaw,  Ml  8 Nov  (DP)  and 
Spotted  Sandpipers  in  Houston,  MN  5 Nov 
(FZL)  and  Ozaukee,  Wl  6 Nov  OF). 

Record-late  for  Minnesota  were  2 Marbled 
Godwits  at  Big  Stone  2 Oct  OEB,  RBJ,  BEO). 
Each  state  had  one  to  3 Red  Knots  in  two 
locations.  Record-high  for  Minnesota  were 
2000+  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at  N.  Heron 
L.  1 Aug  (KJB)  and  2512  at  Big  Stone  6 Aug 
(KJB).  Western  Sandpiper  was  reported  in 
Manitowoc,  Wl  23  Aug  (p.  a.,  CSo).  Annihi- 
lating Minnesota’s  previous  record-high 
count  was  13,000+  Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  N. 
Heron  L.  1 Aug  (KJB).  Michigan  reported 


Purple  Sandpipers  in  Huron  8 & 10  Nov 
(M&MW,  TB),  Muskegon  17-18  Nov  (FD, 
RP),  and  Berrien  24  Nov  (MKH,  J'FW).  Also 
record-high  was  1 363  Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Big 
Stone  12  Sep  (KJB). 

Minnesota  had  excellent  numbers  of  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  (statewide  total  -545  in 

19  counties)  for  the  2nd  consecutive  fall, 
including  a record-high  -250  at  Castle  Rock, 
Dakota  1 1 Aug  (JPM);  also  at  fields  of  sod  was 
the  Ruff  in  Dakota  7 Aug  (ADS  et  al.).  Wil- 
sons Phalarope  peaked  at  233  in  Roseau,  MN 
22  Aug  (KJB).  Record-high  was  the  count  of 
220  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  Thief  River 
Falls  W.T.P,  Pennington,  MN  30  Aug  (CRM  et 
al).  Unexpected  were  2 Red-neckeds  in  St. 
Louis,  MN,  one  of  these  record-late  at  Stoney 
Pt.  18  Nov  (MH,  KRE).  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  were  in  Sheboygan,  Wl  19-25  Oct 
(p.  a.,  KP,  WM,  m.  ob.)  and  Allegan,  Ml  29 
Nov  (p.  a.,  DS,  CG). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Jaeger  migration  was  poor.  W.EB.O.  had  only 
4 Parasitics  and  10  unidentified  jaegers. 
Potentially  Wisconsin’s  8th  and  9th  Long- 
tailed Jaegers  were  at  Saukville  14  Sep  (TU) 
and  Wise.  Pt.  21  Sep  (DB,  RJ,  TRS,  DT,  m. 
ob.).  A Laughing  Gull  visited  Milwaukee,  Wl 
15  Oct  Ql).  A first-winter  Laughing  Gull  was 
in  Berrien,  Ml  2 Sep  (KM,  JTW,  m.  ob.);  one 
ad.  was  (here  12-13  Oct  (MCh,  ph.  AWB  et 
al.).  Minnesota’s  only  Little  Gull  was  a juv.  at 
L.  Winnibigoshish,  Itasca  7 Oct  (PHS);  2 in 
Shawano  24-26  Oct  (DT,  T&IB)  provided  the 
only  Wisconsin  report.  Between  2 and  7 Lit- 
tle Gulls  were  responsible  for  multiple  sight- 
ings in  Ottawa,  Berrien,  and  Van  Buren,  Ml 
between  1 Sep  (CMa)  and  2 Nov  0GG).  For 
the  5th  consecutive  fall,  a Black-headed  Gull 
straddled  the  Iowa/Minnesota  border  at  Spirit 
L.  20  Sep— 26  Oct  (KRE  et  al.,  ph.  PHS). 

Wisconsin  hosted  2 Mew  Gulls,  one  in 
Milwaukee  15  Oct  00  and  a first-winter  in 
Ozaukee  3 Nov  OF).  Minnesota  had  one 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  the  Twin  Cities 

20  Sep+  (KJB,  PEB),  Wisconsin  had  3,  includ- 
ing an  early  ad.  in  Dane  7 Aug — 18  Nov  (PA, 
m.  ob.),  and  Michigan  had  14,  including  one 
for  the  13th  consecutive  fall  in  Bay  11  Nov+ 
OS,  JZ  et  al.).  Two  Sabine’s  Gulls  at  Wise.  Pt. 

21  Sep  (p.  a.,  AP,  RJ),  one  at  W.P.B.O.  6 Oct 
(PCC  et  al.),  and  one  in  Van  Buren,  Ml  13  Oct 
(CF,  JGG,  RGS)  were  fewer  than  in  recent 
falls.  One  ad.  and  one  juv.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  were  at  W.PB.O.  15  Oct  (DL)  and  8 Nov 
(SH);  more  unusual  was  the  ad.  at  Pere  Mar- 
quette Park,  Muskegon,  MI  10  Nov  (CF,  RP). 

Wisconsin’s  first  Band-tailed  Pigeon 
appeared  in  Waushara  24-28  Oct  (p.  a.,  JD). 
Minnesota’s  9th  Band-tailed  visited  a feeder  in 
Dakota  20  Nov+  (C&rHT,  PHS,  TAT,  ph. 
DAC).  Previously  reported  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  continued  in  Blue  Earth  and 
Houston,  MN  and  Milwaukee,  Oconto,  and 
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Table  1.  Fall  2002  at  Hawk  Ridge  Nature  Reserve 
and  Southeast  Michigan  Raptor  Research. 


SPECIES 

H.R.N.R. 

S.M.R.R. 

Turkey  Vulture 

1639 

49,404 

Osprey 

539 

282 

Bald  Eagle 

3837 

232 

Northern  Harrier 

664 

935 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

18,851 

9055 

Cooper's  Hawk 

173 

668 

Northern  Goshawk 

653 

24 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

6 

1109 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

56,672 

106,417 

Swainson's  Hawk 

3 

4 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

11,034 

8074 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

549 

68 

Golden  Eagle 

176 

110 

American  Kestrel 

3769 

3248 

Merlin 

253 

77 

Peregrine  Falcon 

93 

67 

Ozaukee,  WI.  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  lingered 
later  than  usual  in  Michigan,  especially  in 
Wayne  10  (WGP)  & 20  Oct  ( fide  KO).  Pro- 
viding the  2nd  Michigan  record  was  a Green 
Violet-ear  at  Topaz,  Ontonagon  11-14  Aug 
(KW,  ph.  RS,  LCB,  ph.  JK).  Unprecedented 
numbers  of  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
lingered  into  Oct/Nov  in  Michigan;  record- 
late  was  an  ad.  female  in  Berrien  21  Nov 
(BRA,  JTW).  Three  Rufous  Hummingbirds 
and  2 unidentified  Selasphorus  (all  p.  a.)  were 
reported  in  Wisconsin;  those  identified  as 
Rufous  visited  Milwaukee  19  Oct — 13  Nov 
(MK),  Lincoln  26  Oct  (MS,  DB,  LO,  DT),  and 
Marathon  28  Nov  (B&NS).  Michigan’s  ad. 
male  Rufous  in  Berrien  Springs,  Berrien  late 
Aug — 29  Nov  (JTW,  DSc,  ph  ATC)  had  been 
banded  28  Jan  2001  in  St.  Rose,  Touisiana  by 
Nancy  Newfield  (fide  ATC). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Tardy  flycatchers  included  an  Olive-sided 
in  Wayne,  Ml  4 Oct  (J AC) , an  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  in  Hillsdale,  MI  12  Oct  (JR), 
and  a Least  Flycatcher  in  Hennepin,  MN  5 
Nov  (SLC).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
graced  Manitowoc,  WI  12-13  Oct  (p.  a.,  SF 
et  ah);  another  documented  29  Nov  in 
Delta,  Ml  (p.  a.,  DM)  had  reportedly  been 
there  three  weeks.  Surprisingly  not  record- 
late  were  a White-eyed  Vireo  in  Dane,  WI 
14-15  Nov  (RD),  a Blue-headed  Vireo  in 
Hennepin,  MN  4 Nov  (SLC),  and  a Red-eyed 
Vireo  in  Portage,  WI  4 Nov  (MB).  Rare  for 
the  U.P  was  a Tufted  Titmouse  duo  in 
Sagola  Twp.,  Dickinson  18  Sep  (GRO,  EJO, 
RW).  Providing  the  4th  Michigan  record 


was  a Rock  Wren  at  FAnse, 
Baraga  21-30  Oct  (DL,  ph.  JK, 
ph.  AMB,  m.  ob.).  Favoring 
suburban  habitat,  a Rock  Wren 
lingered  in  Hennepin,  MN  4-9 
Oct  (JC).  Far  n.  of  usual  Michi- 
gan range  were  3 different  Car- 
olina Wrens  at  W.P.B.O.  1,  11, 
& 26  Aug,  and  one  in 

Charlevoix  8 Aug  (LJD).  Simi- 
larly lost  in  Minnesota  were 
singles  in  Lake  19  Aug  (SSt, 
JWL,  SL)  and  Carlton  28  Aug — 
early  Sep  (DPe,  JWL).  Very  late 
was  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at 
W.P.B.O.  13  Nov. 

Minnesota  reported  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  in  Scott  17  Oct 
(RMD),  Duluth  20  Oct  (KRE 
et  ah),  and  Lake  3 Nov 
(PHS).  Michigan  welcomed 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  at 
W.P.B.O.  14-15  Oct  (SH,  DL) 
and  Agate  Harbor,  Keweenaw  17 
Oct  (LCB).  Wisconsin  had  one 
as  usual  in  Saule  31  Oct+  (AH), 
plus  one  in  Sheboygan  30  Nov 
(SB,  WM).  Besides  the  4+  in  ne. 
Minnesota,  solitaires  were  seen  in  Sibley  7 
Oct  (D&BM)  and  Winona  9-16  Nov  (RMD, 
RHy).  Possibly  record-late  for  Michigan  was 
the  Wood  Thrush  in  downtown  Detroit  19 
Nov  (KO).  Fourteen  Northern  Mocking- 
birds in  11  Michigan  counties  was  an 
above-average  number.  Bohemian 


This  lively  Rock  Wren  provided  a third  state 
record  for  Michigan  21-30  October  2002  at  L'Anse, 
Baraga  County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Brigham. 


Waxwings  were  extremely  scarce  across  the 
Region. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warblers  lingered  in  all  three  states  (Table  2). 
Out  of  range  was  the  Blue-winged  Warbler 
banded  at  Duluth,  MN  11  Sep  (DAG).  A Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler  was  reported  in  Waukesha,  WI 
8 Oct  (p.  a.,  VA).  Late  and  out  of  range  was  a 
Prairie  Warbler  at  W.P.B.O.  21  Sep — 16  Oct 
(DL,  SH).  Providing  the  3rd  Michigan  record 
was  a stunning  Painted  Redstart  at  Rogers 
City,  Presque  Isle  15-16  Nov  (WNG,  ph. 
AMB,  ST,  SH).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  in  Lac 


Qui  Parle,  MN  2 Sep  (RBJ,  JEB)  was  an 

Table  2.  Late  warblers  in  Western  Great  Lakes  Region,  Fall  2002. 


SPECIES 

LOCATION 

DATE/OBSERVERS 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

Berrien,  Ml 

13  Oct  (KM) 

Tennessee  Warbler 

Dane,  WI 

3 Nov  (PA) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Ozaukee,  WI 

23  Nov  (SFi) 

Nashville  Warbler 

Ramsey,  MN 

26  Nov  (NS) 

Yellow  Warbler 

Lake,  MN 

19  Oct  (JWL) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Berrien,  Ml 

12  Nov  (JP) 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

Benton,  MN 

29  Nov  (HHD) 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

Done,  WI 

6 Nov  (DF) 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

Alpena,  Ml 

19Nov+  (p.a.,LS) 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

Washington,  WI 

23  Nov  (MM,  BL,  BS) 

Pine  Warbler 

Houghton.M 

27  Nov(SMR) 

Palm  Warbler 

Berrien, Ml 

27  Nov(GA) 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

Crow  Wing,  MN 

20  Nov  (fide  AXH) 

Ovenbird 

Wayne,  Ml 

20  Nov  (K0) 

Northern  Waterthrush 

Wayne,  Ml 

25  Oct  (JAC) 

Northern  Waterthrush 

ManitowocM 

26  Oct  (AH,  JHo) 

Hooded  Warbler 

Berrien,  Ml 

14  Oct  (m.  ob.) 

Wilson's  Warbler 

ManitowocM 

26  Oct  (AH,  JHo) 
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This  adult  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  in  Berrien  Springs,  Berrien  County,  Michigan  was  present  from  late  August  through 
29  November  2002.  It  was  originally  banded  in  Louisiana  in  January  2001  by  Nancy  Newfield.  Photograph  by  Allen  Chartier. 


This  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  Oshtemo  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County  was  Michigan's  fourth  since 
1924  and  was  in  the  same  field  as  two  Mississippi 
Kites  6-19  (here  7)  August  2002.  Swallow-taileds 
were  found  early  in  the  season  as  far  north  as  Quebec 
and  Minnesota  as  well.  Photograph  by  Allen  Chartier. 

unusual  fall  migrant  there. 

Summer  Tanagers  were  in  Ozaukee,  WI  2 
Oct  QF),  Winona,  MN  16-19  Nov  (RMD, 
RHy  et  al.),  and  Pennington,  MN  5-30  Nov 
(NH,  GM,  m.  ob.).  Furnishing  one  of  Min- 
nesota’s few  fall  records  was  a Western  Tan- 
ager  in  Cook  18  Aug  OWL,  SL).  Wisconsin’s 
10th  Spotted  Towhee  was  in  Dane  20-22  Oct 
(p.  a.,  EH).  Minnesota  had  Spotted  Towhees 
in  Otter  Tail  6 Oct  (S&DM)  and  Nobles  14 


Oct  (RBJ).  A Lark  Sparrow  visited  W.P.B.O. 
5-6  Sep  (ph.  DL).  Only  the  2nd  Lark  Bunting 
in  Wisconsin  since  1987  was  at  Milwaukee 
29  Sep — 5 Oct  (SLu,  MKo,  m.  ob.).  A 
plethora  of  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  in 
Minnesota  (12  locations)  and  Wisconsin 
(Dane,  Milwaukee,  Racine)  did  not  spill  over 
into  Michigan.  Casual  in  Michigan,  a Smiths 
Longspur  transited  W.RB.O.  14  Oct  (KMo, 
SM).  Record-late  for  Wisconsin  was  a 
Bobolink  in  Milwaukee  9 & 15  Nov  (DG). 
Great-tailed  Grackles  peaked  at  16  in  Jackson, 
MN  17  Oct  (PEB).  Winter  finches  were  con- 
spicuously absent. 

EXOTICS 

Recently  disclosed  but  intermittently  present 
since  20  Nov  2000  was  a European  Goldfinch 
in  Ramsey,  MN  (ph.  N&WH). 

ADDENDA 

Fall  2001:  Arctic/Pacific  Loon  at  W.PB.O.  16 
Oct.  Spring  2002:  Two  Smith’s  Longspurs  in 
Outagamie,  WI  16  Mar  (DT). 

CORRIGENDA 

Spring  2001 : For  Michigan,  change  Glossy 
Ibis  in  Berrien  to  ibis  sp.,  delete  Glossy  Ibis  in 
Huron,  and  change  date  for  Arctic  Tern  at 
W.PB.O.  to  30  May  only.  Fall  2001 : Delete 
Rock  Wren  in  Berrien,  ML  Winter 
2001-2002:  Delete  Northern  Gannet  in 
Wayne,  ML  Spring  2002:  Change  date  for 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  Columbia, 
WI  to  13  Mar  (not  May).  For  Michigan, 
change  Thayer’s  Gull  31  May  to 
Iceland/Thayer’s,  and  delete  the  Iceland  Gull. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Brad  R.  Anderson,  Philip  Ashman,  Gor- 
don Atkins,  Ryan  Atwater,  Vern  Aune,  Karl  J. 
Bardon,  David  A.  Bartkey,  John  Bates,  Scott 


Baughman,  Ty  & Ida  Baumann,  Tom  Beachy, 
Dan  Belter,  Murray  Berner,  Gordon  Bielby, 
Laurence  C.  Binford,  Jerry  E.  Bonkoski,  Wal- 
ter M.  Booth,  Rick  Brigham,  Paul  Bruce,  Alan 
W.  Bruner,  Paul  E.  Budde,  Adam  M.  Byrne, 
David  A.  Cahlander,  Steve  L.  Carlson,  Mike 
Champaign  (MCh),  Janet  Chandler,  Allen  T. 
Chartier  (Michigan),  Philip  C.  Chu,  Louis  W. 
Claeson,  Julie  A.  Craves,  Seth  Cutright,  Paul 
Cypher,  Mary  Cypher,  Roxanne  Davis,  Feller 
DeWitt,  Herb  H.  Dingmann,  Jerald  Discher, 
Louis  J.  Dombroski,  Robert  M.  Dunlap,  Don 
Van  Duyse,  Kim  R.  Eckert,  Eddy  & Judy 
Edwards,  Dave  Fallow,  Dale  & Ruth  Fitch, 
Sean  Fitzgerald  (SFi),  Jim  Frank,  Chip 
Francke,  Scott  Franke,  Zachary  Gayk,  Cory 
Gregory,  James  G.  Granlund,  William  N. 
Grigg,  David  A.  Grosshuesch,  Dennis 
Gustafson,  Skye  Haas,  Karen  Etter  Hale,  Ellen 
Hansen,  Norma  Haugen,  Mike  Hendrickson, 
Anthony  X.  Hertzel,  Scott  Hickman  (SHi), 
Jim  Hoefler,  Bryan  Holliday,  Aaron 
Holschbach,  Jim  Holschbach  (JHo),  Nora  & 
Wayne  Hornicek,  Ed  Houston  (EHo),  Rick 
Hoyme  (RHy),  Matthew  K.  Hysell,  John 
Idzikowski,  Joe  Jacyna,  Rob  and  Barb  Jarnros, 
Gerry  Janz,  Robert  B.  Janssen,  Douglas  P. 
Johnson,  Robbye  Johnson,  Joe  Kaplan,  Bob 
Kelly,  Gary  Knowlton,  Mark  Korducki 
(MKo),  Cindy  & Vern  Krienke,  Mary 
Kubesch,  Debra  Lauri  (DLa),  Fred  Z.  Lesher, 
James  W.  Lind,  Sharon  Lind,  Ben  Lizdas, 
Derek  Lovitch,  Steve  Lubahn  (SLu),  Craig  R. 
Mandel,  Carl  Manning  (CMa),  Chester  Mar- 
tin, Dennis  & Barbara  Martin,  James  P Matts- 
son,  Grace  Mayta,  John  McDaniel  (JMc), 
Mike  McDowell,  Joe  Meyers,  Sacha  Miheidze, 
Steve  & Diane  Millard,  Dee  Miller,  Kip  Miller, 
Karlie  Moore  (KMo),  William  Mueller,  Nancy 
Navarre,  Bridget  E.  Olson,  Evelyn  J.  Olson, 
Gary  R.  Olson,  Lynn  Ott,  Karl  Overman, 
Andy  Paulios,  Walter  G.  Pawloski,  Jane  Ped- 
erson, Rick  Pedler,  Dave  Peters,  Kurt 
Petersen,  Dan  Peterson  (DPe),  Michael  E. 
Petrucha,  Nolan  Pope,  Niels  Rattenborg,  Jack 
Reinoehl,  Susan  M.  Robinson,  Wayne  S. 
Rohde  (Wisconsin),  Robert  P Russell,  Steve 
Santner,  Lew  Scheller,  Dick  Schinkel  (DSc), 
Russ  G.  Schipper,  Al  Schirmacher,  Roger  J. 
Schroeder,  Thomas  R.  Schultz,  Robert  Seasor, 
Michael  J.  Sefton,  Darrell  Shambaugh  (DSh), 
John  Shillinglaw  (JSh),  Dave  Slager,  Bob 
Srnidt,  Andrew  D.  Smith,  Jerry  & Karen 
Smith,  Joe  Soehnel,  Charles  Sontag  (CSo), 
Nancy  Sparrow,  Bob  & Nancy  Specht,  Mike 
Sprecht,  Sally  Stout  (SSt),  Barbara  Stover 
(BSt),  Chris  Straight,  Peder  H.  Svingen  (Min- 
nesota), Scott  Terry,  Daryl  Tessen,  Carol  & 
Hank  Tressel,  Tom  A.  Tustison,  Tom  Uttech, 
Roni  Wagner,  Tom  Warwa,  Thomas  R. 
Wheeker,  Myles  & Marilyn  Willard,  Bob 
Williams,  Thomas  C.  Wood,  Jonathan  T. 
Wuepper,  Kitt  Wulf,  and  Jerry  Ziarno.  Our 
sincere  thanks  to  347  additional  contributors 
who  could  not  be  cited  individually.  © 
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Bill  Eddleman 

1831  Ricardo  Drive 
Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri  63701 
(eddleman@das.net) 

While  there  was  enough  precipita- 
tion to  make  August  Iowa’s 
wettest  month  since  May  2001, 
dry  conditions  returned  in  September,  and 
northern  and  western  Missouri  and  south- 
western Iowa  were  in  the  grips  ol  severe 
drought  through  both  months.  The  south- 
ern part  of  the  Region  experienced  patchy 
thunderstorms,  with  some  areas  very  dry 
and  others  with  near-normal  moisture. 
Western  drought  may  have  been  responsible 
for  an  influx  of  some  western  species  into 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Region,  most  notably 
several  western  raptors.  The  first  part  of  the 
season  was  also  relatively  warm,  and  song- 
bird migration  was  normal  or  below  normal. 
In  contrast,  the  latter  half  of  the  season  was 
unseasonably  cool  (the  fifth  coldest  in  130 
years  in  Iowa),  with  more  normal  or  above- 
normal precipitation  in  southern  Missouri 


but  continued  drought  in  all  other  areas. 
The  result  was  early  arrival  dates  for  water 
birds,  but  most  shallow  water  areas  were 
iced  over  by  the  end  of  the  November.  High 
rainfall  in  the  northern  Midwest  resulted  in 
flooding  of  riverine  shorebird  areas  during 
most  of  the  migration.  Raptors  made  a great 
showing  this  fall  in  Iowa,  but  they  were 
largely  absent  in  Missouri  except  for  some 
western  species.  A few  passerines  were  early 
this  fall,  but  many  more  lingered  late,  espe- 
cially flycatchers  and  thrushes.  This  year 
was  a poor  year  for  northern  irruptive 
species,  with  few  reports  of  even  the  usual 
species.  Despite  the  unfavorable  migration 
weather  and  conditions,  there  were  enough 
notable  species  to  keep  birders  interested 
this  fall. 

Abbreviations:  C.A.  (Conservation  Area), 
E.B.C.A.  (Eagle  Bluffs  Conservation  Area, 
MO);  Grammar  (Grammar  Grove,  Marshall , 
1A);  Hitchcock  (Hitchcock  W.M.A.  hawk- 
watch,  1A);  O.S.C.A.  (Otter  Slough  Conser- 
vation Area,  MO);  R.E.D.A.  (Riverlands 
Environmental  Demonstration  Area,  MO); 
S.O.C.A.  (Schell-Osage  Conservation  Area, 
MO);  S.C.R.  (Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  MO); 
S.L.R.  (Swan  Lake  N.W.R.,  MO). 


LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Red-throated  Loons  were  at  usual  locations 
in  nw.  Missouri,  but  a single  at  R.E.D.A.  2 
Nov  was  of  particular  interest  (DBe).  Pacific 
Loons  were  in  both  states,  with  one  3 Nov  at 
Big  Creek  S.R,  Polk,  IA  of  note  (tBE).  The 
largest  count  of  Pied-billed  Grebes  was  of 
428  at  L.  Manawa,  Pottawattamie,  1A  20  Sep 
(L&BP).  Western  Grebes  were  widespread 
this  year,  with  13  reports  in  nine  Iowa  coun- 
ties and  five  reports  from  Missouri;  singles  at 
L.  Wappapello,  Wayne  2-4  Nov  (RDL,  SD, 
tDW)  and  R.E.D.A.  8-12  Nov  were  notewor- 
thy (DRo,  tCM).  The  last  were  at  Saylorville 
Res.,  Polk,  IA  19-29  Nov  (RC,  JG,  AB). 

Impressive  peak  counts  of  American 
White  Pelican  were  4500  at  Coralville  Res. 
in  Johnson,  IA  8 Sep  (MCD),  4000  at  Say- 
lorville Res.  15  Sep  (JJD),  4500  at  Run- 
nells  W.M.A.  in  Polk,  IA  27  Sep  (AB),  and 
3937  in  Pottawattamie,  IA  4 Oct  (MO). 
Three  individuals  at  R.E.D.A.  20  Oct  bore 
patagial  tags  from  Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN  (CM, 
JM).  A Brown  Pelican,  providing  a 6th 
Missouri  state  record  and  only  the  3rd 
since  1950,  was  at  S.O.C.A.  19-24  Aug 
(TLP,  m.  ob.).  Large  concentrations  of 
Double-crested  Cormorants  in  Iowa 
included  7357  at  Hitchcock  12  Oct  (MO) 
and  3650  at  Rathbun,  Appanoosel6  Oct 
(AB).  Late  birds  were  3 each  at  Saylorville 
Res.,  Polk,  IA  29  Nov  (BE,  RC)  and  Hallet’s 
Quarry,  Story,  IA  30  Nov  (WO),  plus  one 
at  Mozingo  L.  28  Nov  (DAE,  PK).  An  early 
American  Bittern  was  at  E.B.C.A.  5 Aug 
(FS),  while  a late  bird  was  at  the  New 
Chillicothe  Wetland,  Livingston,  MO  23 
Nov  (SK).  Great  Egrets  made  an  impres- 
sive showing,  and  lingered  late,  with  high 
counts  of  155  in  Marion,  IA  4 Aug  OS)  and 
142  at  S.O.C.A.  8 Sep  (DTh).  Extremely 
late  individuals  included  one  at  DeSoto 
N.W.R.,  Harrison,  IA  23  Nov  (2nd  latest 
record;  GLV),  3 at  S.L.  R.  27  Nov  (SK),  and 
a record-late  bird  in  Polk,  IA  22-29  Nov 
(JG,  BE,  DT,  RC).  Snowy  Egrets  were  at 
seven  sites  in  Iowa,  the  latest  being  a sin- 
gle bird  at  Little  Wall  L.,  Hamilton  5 Oct 
(WO).  The  highest  count  of  Little  Blue 
Herons  was  400  at  a roost  near  Lambert 
Airport,  St.  Louis,  MO  31  Aug  (SM).  A 
surprisingly  late  Green  Heron  was  at 
August  Busch  C.A.,  St.  Charles,  MO  17 
Nov  (DR,  nr.  ob.).  An  ad.  White-faced  Ibis 
was  studied  closely  enough  to  see  the  red 
irides  6-8  Sep  in  Mahaska,  IA,  a 2nd  latest 
fall  ibis  (tMCD,  R.  & K.  Beard).  Another 
was  found  at  S.C.R.  29  Oct  (JH,  LL). 

A Black  Vulture  was  documented  at 
Hitchcock  22  Sep  (tMO),  furnishing  a 3rd 
state  record.  The  largest  movement  of 
Turkey  Vultures  in  Iowa  was  in  early  Oct, 
including  140  in  Kossuth  1 Oct  (MCK)  and 
146  at  Hitchcock  4 Oct  (MO).  Hawkwatch- 
ers  at  Grammar  set  a new  season  high  total 
of  438  (BPr). 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Movements  of  waterfowl  were  delayed  this 
fall,  with  numbers  remaining  mostly  low.  A 
summering  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at 
O.S.C.A.  was  last  reported  5 Aug  (tDW). 
Snow  Geese  were  widely  reported,  and  an 
astounding  150,000  to  200,000  were 
counted  at  O.S.C.A.  24  Nov  (Bill  Reeves).  A 
single  Brant  (B.  b.  hrota ),  originally  found  in 
Tama,  1A  19  Oct,  spent  Nov  at  Union  Grove 
S.P.  (tMS).  Peak  numbers  of  Tundra  Swan 
along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Allamakee,  IA 
reached  3000  on  16  Nov  (PH).  Two  Ameri- 
can Black  Ducks  in  Lucas,  IA  7 Aug 
appeared  to  be  abnormally  early  (RC,  TJ).  A 
Blue-winged  Teal  lingered  at  the  Maryville 
Sewage  Lagoons,  Nodaway,  MO  until  1 Nov 
(DAE).  Three  Northern  Shovelers  were  the 
earliest  seen  this  season  at  Nodaway  Valley 
C.A.,  Andrew,  MO  19  Aug  (DAE  et  ah).  Six 
Canvasbacks  found  10  Oct  at  Cardinal 
Marsh  in  Winneshiek,  IA  were  at  an  unusual 
location  (DC).  By  8 Nov,  there  were  3000  at 
Pool  #13  in  Clinton,  IA  (PVN).  Redheads 
reached  100+  at  Maryville  Sewage  Lagoons, 
Nodaway,  MO  and  Mozingo  L.  1 Nov 
(DAE).  Greater  Scaup  are  rarely  found  in  se. 
Missouri,  so  one  near  Caruthersville,  Pemis- 
cot, MO  27  Nov  was  notable  (CC). 

A Common  Merganser  3 Sep  in  Hardin, 
IA  may  have  been  an  exceptionally  late  lin- 
gerer. The  first  fall  arrivals  appeared  7 Nov 
in  Story,  IA  (WO),  with  a peak  of  1150  at 
Red  Rock  Res.  in  Marion,  IA  28  Nov  (AB). 
Low  numbers  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers 
were  in  the  St.  Louis  area  (CM),  but  a rela- 
tively high  count  of  150  was  reported  from 
Big  Lake  S.P,  Holt,  MO  1 Nov  (TR).  Contin- 
uing a trend  of  summering  Ruddy  Ducks 
throughout  the  Region,  three  broods  at  the 
Colo  ponds  in  Stoiy,  IA  11  Aug  suggest 
j nesting  may  have  occurred  in  cen.  Iowa. 

Observers  at  Hitchcock  (MO)  and  Gram- 
i mar  (B&MPr)  continued  to  tally  surpris- 
ingly high  numbers  of  raptors  in  Iowa. 
Hitchcock  set  record  high  totals  of  787  Bald 
Eagles,  199  Coopers  Hawks,  1914  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks,  17  Golden  Eagles,  and  224 
American  Kestrels.  Hawkwatchers  at  Gram- 
mar also  counted  record  or  near-record 
totals  of  248  Bald  Eagles,  236  Coopers 
Hawks,  766  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  (high),  8 
Golden  Eagles,  and  14  Peregrine  Falcons. 
Osprey  season  totals  of  21  birds  at  both 
Grammar  and  at  Red  Rock  Res.  in 
Marion/Polk,  IA  (AB)  were  good.  Peak 
counts  occurred  in  mid-Sep,  with  8 at  Hitch- 
cock 14  Sep  and  9 at  Grammar  15  Sep.  Fif- 
teen Mississippi  Kites  at  Hitchcock,  spanned 
8-29  Sep,  the  latter  a late  date.  A total  of  124 
Bald  Eagles  was  counted  in  a single  farm 
field  in  Clayton,  IA  17  Nov  (AB).  At  Gram- 
mar, 40%  of  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  (306) 
were  recorded  4-6  Oct  (BPr,  MPr).  At  Hitch- 
cock, 29  Sep  was  the  peak  day,  with  141 


birds.  Sharp-shinned  and  Coopers  Hawks 
were  more  common  than  in  recent  years  in 
w.  Missouri  (RF,  JH).  Northern  Goshawks 
were  reported  from  both  states,  and  2 at 
Hitchcock  4 Oct  contributed  to  a season 
total  of  5 at  the  same  location.  The  earliest 
report  was  a single  3 Oct  in  Caro  Gordo,  IA 
(RG),  the  last  a single  25  Nov  in  Dickinson, 
IA  (tET).  An  impressive  flight  of  1300+ 
Broad-winged  Hawks  occurred  along  the 
Des  Moines  R.  15  Sep  in  Boone,  IA  (PH  et 
ah).  The  Grammar  and  Flitchcock  peaks  of 
170  and  116,  respectively  came  29  Sep.  with 
the  latest  in  Pottawattamie,  IA  10  Oct  (MO). 
The  peak  flight  of  Swainson’s  Hawks  at 
Hitchcock  was  of  1054  on  2 Oct,  and  the  last 
was  a single  19  Oct.  Red-tailed  Hawks 
peaked  at  296  in  Pottawattamie,  IA  6 Oct. 
The  astonishing  3 Ferruginous  Hawks  in 
Iowa  were  reported  31  Oct  at  Hitchcock,  13 
Nov  in  Warren  (ph.) , and  10  days  later  in 
Butler,  possibly  the  bird  from  Warren  (tPH). 

There  were  more  reports  of  Golden  Eagle 
in  Missouri  than  normal  (five),  beginning 
with  an  imm.  at  St.  James,  Maries,  MO  14 
Oct  (Adam  Nisbett.  A Crested  Caracara 
was  photographed  28  Sep  in  Buena  Vista 
(tPH),  a first  state  record  for  Iowa  if 
accepted.  The  peak  flight  of  American 
Kestrels  at  Hitchcock  was  of  45  on  4 Oct. 
The  28  Merlins  noted  in  Iowa  were  between 
2 Sep  in  Winneshiek  (DC)  and  19  Nov  in 
Woodbury  (BFH).  Sixteen  were  reported 
from  Missouri,  mostly  single  birds.  A Prairie 
Falcon,  casual  in  e.  Missouri,  was  seen  near 
Little  Creve  Coeur  L.,  St.  Louis,  MO  27 
Oct— 28  Nov  (DR,  tJM). 

GROUSE  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  only  two  reports  of  Gray  Partridge  came 
from  Caro  Gordo,  IA,  where  there  were  3 on 
8 Sep  (CJF)  and  3 on  31  Oct  (RG).  Summer- 
ing rallids  tarried  at  the  Columbia  Waste- 
water  Treatment  Wetlands,  Boone,  MO:  a Vir- 
ginia Rail  1 Aug  (SK),  3 Soras  to  16  Aug  (SK, 
BG),  and  3 American  Coots  16  Aug  (BG). 
High  counts  of  coots  were  8600  at  S.L.R.  8 
Oct  (HL-D),  6500  at  Spirit  L.  in  Dickinson,  IA 
13  Oct  (PH),  and  4600  at  Saylorville  Res.  in 
Polk,  IA  3 Nov  (BE).  One  imm.  Sandhill 
Crane  was  at  Florseshoe  L.,  Buchanan,  MO 


27-28  Sep  (KM,  LL).  Piping  Plovers  were 
reported  from  both  states,  with  a high  count 
of  5 at  the  Chillicothe  Wetlands,  Livingston, 
MO  16  Aug  (SK).  One  very  late  Black-necked 
Stilt  was  at  O.S.C.A.  22  Nov  (JR).  American 
Avocet  appears  to  be  increasing  as  a fall  tran- 
sient in  Missouri,  with  eight  reports,  the  lat- 
est one  from  Stoddard,  MO  2 Nov  (RDL,  SD). 
Both  yellowlegs  lingered  late  in  Missouri,  a 
recent  trend.  These  included  30  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs at  the  Boardwalk  Marsh,  Fountain 
Grove  C.A.,  Linn,  MO  9 Nov  (SK),  and  2 at 
Big  Lake  S.P,  Holt  15  Nov  (DAE).  The  last 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  near  Lebanon,  Laclede 
in  late  Nov  (TLP).  A Spotted  Sandpiper  was 
found  in  Allamakee,  IA  17  Nov  (tAB;  3rd  lat- 
est). Two  reports  of  single  Hudsonian  God- 
wits  were  from  R.E.D.A.  7 (Mike  Grant, 
Dorothy  Parker),  & 22  Sep  (JU).  No  Ruddy 
Turnstones  appeared  in  Iowa,  but  a single  at 
Sunshine  L.,  Ray,  MO  18  Aug  (KM)  and  2 at 
Bigelow  Marsh,  Holt,  MO  18  Aug  (DAE,  PK) 
were  the  latest  in  Missouri. 

Always  a treat  in  Missouri,  a Red  Knot 
graced  R.E.D.A.  29  Aug — 7 Sep  (JU,  DRo). 
Late  Sanderlings  included  one  at  Big  Lake 
S.P,  Holt,  MO  22  Oct  (MBR)  and  2 in 
Appanoose,  IA  4 Nov  (AB).  A noteworthy 
sighting  of  White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  2 
in  Appanoose,  IA  10  Aug  (RC).  One  late 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  also  in  Appanoose  4 
Nov  (AB).  Concentrations  of  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers included  500+  each  in  Marion,  IA  5 
Aug  (AB)  and  11-17  Aug  in  Appanoose 
(RC),  with  a late  one  19-21  Nov  in  Lucas,  IA 
(AB).  A late  Stilt  Sandpiper  tarried  in  Lucas, 
I A 2-22  Oct  (AB).  A Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
was  seen  at  S.C.R.  12-19  Sep  (MBR,  TR),  the 
latest  for  the  Region. 

Late  dowitchers  included  4 Long-billeds 
in  Wairen,  IA  15  Nov  (AB).  Wilson’s  Snipe 
peaked  at  150  at  O.S.C.A.  28-29  Nov  (DRo). 
Franklin’s  Gulls  numbered  -20,000  from  28 
Sep  to  3 Oct  at  L Manawa  in  Pottawattamie, 
IA  (L&BP),  and  3 were  lingering  20  Nov  in 
Appanoose  (AB).  A basic-plumaged  Black- 
headed Gull  was  at  the  traditional  site  at 
Spirit  L.  in  Dickinson  14  Sep-10  Nov  (tLAS, 
tET,  tPH).  Two  juv.  Sabine’s  Gulls  appeared 
in  Iowa:  Coralville  Res.,  Johnson  21  Sep 
(tCE,  MCD,  THK,  JLF)  and  Clear  L.,  Caro 


SThis  fall  was  a banner  year  for  all  three  scoters  in  the  Region,  with  reports  mostly  of  females  and  imm.  birds.There 
were  1 1 reports  of  Surf  Scoters  from  Missouri  and  25  birds  in  1 2 reports  from  Iowa  (more  than  the  last  five  sea- 
sons combined).  Sightings  of  Surf  Scoters  began  with  2 at  L.  Jacomo  in  Jackson,  M0 17  Oct  (Mike  Stoakes)  and  an  impres- 
sive 8 at  Badger  Cr.,  Madison,  IA  25  Oct  (R&PA).The  16  birds  seen  at  R.E.D.A  15  Nov  was  a high  count  for  Missouri,  and  8 
remained  on  30  Nov  (CM). The  nine  reports  of  White-winged  Scoter  from  Iowa  was  double  the  average  of  the  last  12  sea- 
sons, and  there  were  five  reports  from  Missouri.The  earliest  was  of  2 imms.  14  Oct  at  lock  & Dam  14  in  Scott,  IA  (SF),  and 
high  counts  included  5 in  Polk,  IA  3 Nov  (BE)  and  4 in  Story,  IA  31  Oct  (JJD,  W0).The  most  noteworthy  White-winged  Scoter 
in  Missouri  was  an  imm.  male  near  Caruthersville,  Pemiscot  11  Nov  (CC),  one  of  the  few  sightings  from  se.  Missouri.  Black 
Scoters  were  reported  from  two  Missouri  and  five  Iowa  sites.The  earliest  were  2 at  L.  Manawa,  Pottawattamie,  IA  21  Oct 
(L&BP)— the  3rd  earliest  for  Iowa. Three  female  Black  Scoters  at  Winfield  Lock  & Dam  25,  Lincoln,  MO  provided  the  high 
count  (SS,  BR).  One  remained  at  Mozingo  L.  30  Nov  (KM). 
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Gordo  21-23  Oct  (RG,  CJF,  PH).  An  ad. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  the  Mid-America 
ponds  in  Pottawattamie,  1A  29-3 1 Oct 
(L&BP,  R&PA)  was  the  only  one  reported. 
Several  terns  lingered  late  this  fall,  including 
up  to  3 Caspian  Terns  at  Red  Rock  Res.  in 
Marion,  IA  30  Oct— 1 Nov  (JLF,  THK,  AB; 
2nd  latest).  Two  Common  Tern  sightings  set 
new  record-late  dates  for  Missouri:  2 ads. 
and  one  imm.  on  the  nw.  arm  of  Truman  T., 
Henry  (MBR),  and  one  at  R.E.D.A.  12  Oct 
(CM,  JM).  A late  bird  was  at  Little  Wall  L.  in 
Hamilton , 1A  8 Oct  (JJD).  A Forster’s  Tern  at 
R.E.D.A.  30  Oct  was  very  late  (CM).  Finally, 
a single  Black  Tern  13  Oct  in  Polk  provided 
Iowa’s  2nd  latest  record  (BE). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Sightings  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  in  Mis- 
souri included  flocks  of  20,  one  at  Lebanon, 
Laclede,  MO  2 Oct  (LP),  and  another  in  St. 
Charles,  MO  18  Nov  (CM,  JM),  the  highest 
count  for  the  St.  Louis  area.  There  were 
reports  of  one  to  6 in  seven  counties  in 
Iowa.  Late  Yellow-hilled  Cuckoos  were  in 
Dcs  Moines,  IA  24  Oct  (PL)  and  at  Mingo 
N.W.R.,  Stoddard,  MO  23  Nov,  the  latter  a 
record  late  date  (JR).  ’’Hundreds  to  thou- 
sands” of  Common  Nighthawks  appeared 
over  Polk,  MO  4 Sep  (Cathie  Foster),  and 
550  were  at  Hitchcock  1 Oct  (MO).  A very 
late  bird  was  at  the  Crouch  Nature  Sanctu- 
ary, St.  Francois,  MO  18  Nov  (DW).  Late 
calling  Whip-poor-wills  were  detected  in 
both  states:  outside  Van  Buren,  Carter,  MO 
28  Sep  (MBR)  and  in  Pottawattamie,  IA  19 
Sep  (Jerry  Toll,/idc  MO). 

Among  the  few  woodpecker  reports, 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  reported 
as  abundant  this  fall  in  sw.  Missouri 
(LH).  Reports  of  Pileated  Woodpecker 
from  nw.  Missouri  are  rare,  so  one  at  L. 
Contrary,  Buchanan,  MO  5 Oct  was  of 
interest  (JH,  PK). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

An  amazing  array  of  late  flycatchers  was 
detected  this  fall.  One  observer  noted  that 
Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  “scarce”  this 
year  (RF),  but  there  were  eight  Missouri 
reports,  with  one  in  Ceiro  Gordo,  IA  the  2nd 
earliest  for  the  season  2 Aug  (CJF).  An  East- 
ern Wood-Pewee  12  Oct  in  Emmet,  IA  was 
Iowa’s  3rd  latest  (DH).  Alder  Flycatcher,  a 


poorly  known  fall  migrant,  was  noted  8 Sep 
in  Pottawattamie,  IA  (MO)  and  29  Sep  at  St. 
Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO,  the  latest  fall  record 
for  Missouri  (JH'  MBR).  An  incredible  5 
were  calling  at  S.O.C.A.  24  Aug  (MBR,  CH, 
M.  McHugh).  Other  single  birds  were  iden- 
tified by  call  near  Easley,  Boone,  MO  11  Sep 
(CG)  and  at  Weston  Bend  SP  Platte,  MO  15 
Sep  (PK,  JH).  Willow  Flycatchers  were  at 
four  sites  in  Missouri  and  one  in  Iowa,  the 
latest  at  Bob  Brown  C.A.,  Holt,  MO  12  Sep 
(MBR)  and  Columbia,  Boone,  MO  14  Sep 
(BG).  Three  record-late  reports  of  Eastern 
Phoebe  in  Iowa  came  10  Nov  in  Clinton 
(PVN),  1 1 Nov  in  O’Brien  (LAS),  and  17 
Nov  in  Allamakee  (CJF).  Western  Kingbirds 
are  increasing  across  Missouri,  and  the  one 
reported  from  O.S.C.A.  1 2 Aug  could  be  the 
last  requiring  documentation  in  s.  Missouri 
(TDW).  The  latest  in  Iowa  was  one  13  Oct 
in  Cherokee,  IA,  matching  the  3rd  latest 
record  (MaB).  A late  sighting  of  a single 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  came  from  Ozark, 
MO  10  Nov  (DRi).  Two  single  Yellow- 
throated  Vireos  matched  the  3rd  latest 
record  for  Iowa  3 Oct:  in  Johnson  (JLF)  and 
Caro  Gordo  (RG).  The  latest  2 Iowa  War- 
bling Vireos  were  19  Sep  in  Lucas  (AB)  and 
20  Sep  in  Kossuth  (MCK),  and  the  last 
Philadelphia  5 Oct  in  Polk  (BE). 

Up  to  20  Black-billed  Magpies  were  at 
Broken  Kettle  Grassland,  Plymouth,  IA 
throughout  Sep  (Scott  Moats,  fide  JJD). 
Observers  in  the  St.  Louis,  MO  area 
reported  that  Blue  Jays  and  American  Crows 
seemed  to  be  reduced  in  numbers,  possibly 
due  to  West  Nile  Virus  (fide  JZ).  However, 
other  observers  noted  no  obvious  decline 
(BEd).  High  counts  of  American  Crows  in 
Missouri  were  130  in  St.  Charles  11  Oct 
(DRo)  and  100  at  Bradford  Farm  in  Boone 
on  various  dates  (BG).  Fish  Crows  contin- 
ued to  move  n.  and  w.  up  major  rivers  in 
Missouri.  Sightings  included  2 at  Four 
Rivers  C.A.,  Vernon,  MO  22  Aug  (SK,  LL), 
and  singles  at  E.B.C.A.  3 Sep  (BG),  S.O.C.A. 
26  Sep  (MBR),  and  the  Current  River  s.  of 
Van  Buren,  Carter , MO  27  Sep  (MBR). 

Several  hundred  thousand  Tree  Swallows 
staged  over  cornfields  in  Locust  Cr.  Bot- 
toms, Chariton,  MO  mid-Sep  to  mid-Oct 
(SK,  nr.  ob.),  with  14,000+  at  the  nw.  arm  of 
Truman  L.,  just  s.  of  Clinton,  Hemy,  MO  11 
Oct  (MBR).  Late  reports  at  R.E.D.A. 


This  year  was  an  exciting  one  for  unusual  and  late  hummingbirds  in  the  Region.  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
lingered  in  both  states,  including  a hatch-year  male  banded  in  Florissant, 5f.  Louis,  MO  21-30  Nov  (tlC)  and  3 mid- 
to  late-Oct  birds  in  Iowa.  One  of  the  most  exciting  birds  of  the  season  in  Missouri  was  its  first  Calliope  Hummingbird,  a 
subad. male, that  appeared  about  10  Oct  in  Columbia, Boone  (H&KA,m.ob.)  and  was  identified  when  banded  3 Nov  (tTG); 
it  was  last  seen  8 Nov.Selasphorus  hummingbirds  included  a single  bird  at  a feeder  in  Ames,5fory,  IA  23-24  Oct  (tPH,  ph.), 
and  an  ad.  male  at  a feeder  5 km  n.  of  Savannah,  Andrew,  MO  13  Aug  (JH,  IL  et  al.).  Two  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were 
banded  in  e.  Missouri:  an  ad.  female  in  St.  Louis  6 Oct — 30  Nov  (tAnne  McCormack,  LC  et  al.)  and  a hatch-year  female  2 
km  n.  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Cape  Girardeau,  MO,  first  observed  in  Nov  (Dean  Reeves,  tlC). 


included  2 on  16  Nov  (JM)  and  one  17  Nov 
(CM,  JM).  The  latest  Barn  Swallow  report  in 
Missouri,  a single  at  R.E.D.A.  17  Nov,  was 
four  clays  later  than  the  previous  late  fall 
record  (CM,  JM).  There  were  few  records  of 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  with  only  six 
I reports  from  Iowa  (fide  PH)  and  two  from 
Missouri  (BEd,  SK,  CM,  LP). 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

High  counts  of  kinglets  at  Parker’s  Woods  in 
Cerro  Gordo,  l A included  150  Golden- 
crowned  on  3 Oct,  and  at  least  100  Ruby- 
crowned  3 & 9 Oct  (RG,  PH).  Major  move- 
ments of  thrushes  were  detected  27-28  Sep 
at  Van  Buren,  Carter,  MO,  including  25+ 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  and  several  Wood 
Thrushes  and  Veeries  (MBR).  Several 
thrushes  lingered  very  late  in  Iowa,  includ- 
ing a record-late  Veery  3 Oct  in  Ceno  Gordo 
j (RG),  a very  late  Swainson’s  Thrush  10  Oct 
I in  Cerro  Gordo  (RG),  and  a record-late 
Wood  Thrush  26  Oct  in  Madison  (tE&EA). 
An  incredible  26,500  American  Robins  was 
counted  3 Nov  at  Hitchcock  (MO).  An 
extremely  early  American  Pipit  was  in  Pot- 
tawattamie, IA  18  Aug  (MO),  for  Iowa’s  3rd 
earliest  fall  arrival  date.  Sightings  of 
Sprague’s  Pipit  in  Missouri  began  with  5 at 
St.  Joseph.  Buchanan,  MO  21  Sep  (MBR), 
with  2 there  22  Oct  (MBR). 

There  were  few  unusual  warbler  sightings 
this  fall.  Blue-winged  Warblers  are  not  often 
seen  in  n.  Missouri,  so  one  at  Chillicothe 
Wetlands,  Livingston,  MO  7 Sep  was  notable 
I (SK).  Pine  Warblers  at  Poosey  C.A.,  Liv- 
| ingston,  MO  14  Sep  and  the  Chillicothe  Wet- 
lands 15  Sep  were  away  from  their  typical 
range  (SK).  The  only  report  of  Prairie  War- 
bler was  one  at  Farmington,  St.  Francois,  MO 
28  Aug  (DW).  There  were  two  reports  of 
Blackpoll  Warbler  from  Parker’s  Woods  in 
Caro  Gordo,  I A:  2 on  20  Sep  (RG)  and  one  1 
Oct  (PH).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  in 
Allamakee,  IA  7 Sep,  the  2nd  latest  record 
(BSc).  The  only  report  of  Worm-eating  War- 
bler was  one  at  Close  Park,  Springfield, 
Greene,  MO  11  Sep  (DTh).  The  last  Oven- 
birds  seen  in  Iowa  were  somewhat  late  singles 
6 Oct  in  Winneshiek  (Larry  Reis,/ide  DC)  and 
8 Oct  in  Cerro  Gordo  (RG).  A Connecticut 
Warbler  3 Oct  in  Cerro  Gordo  was  the  Iowa’s 
2nd  latest  (CJF),  and  there  were  record-late 
dates  for  Mourning  Warblers:  the  2nd  latest  3 
Oct  in  Cerro  Gordo  (RG),  with  possibly  the 
same  bird  6 Oct  nearby  (CJF).  Two  single  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  in  Iowa  were  unusually 
late:  22  Sep  in  Pottawattamie  (MO)  and  29 
Sep  in  Emmet,  the  latest  record  (tDH). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  unusual  late-summer  ad.  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  in  Kossuth,  IA  11  Aug  (tRG). 
High  tallies  of  Swamp  Sparrows  in  Mis- 
souri included  100  at  Little  Creve  Coeur 
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L.,  St.  Louis  5 Oct  (NB)  and  120  at  S.L.R. 
10  Oct  (SK).  A relatively  early  White- 
throated  Sparrow  was  at  Castlewood  S.R, 
St.  Louis,  MO  15  Sep  (MB).  The  Regional 
high  count  was  100  in  Guthrie,  1A  20  Oct. 
Six  White-crowned  Sparrows  26  Sep  in 
Pottawattamie,  1A  (MO)  were  the  4th  earli- 
est (MO).  An  early  Dark-eyed  Junco  14  Sep 
in  Cerro  Gordo,  1A  matched  the  mark  for 
2nd  earliest  (CN).  The  first  sighting  of 
Smith's  Longspur  in  Missouri  was  a rela- 
tively early  one  of  40+  birds  at  St.  Joseph, 
Buchanan,  MO  22  Oct  (MBR),  which  also 
ties  a fall  high  count  for  Missouri.  A single 
Chestnut-collared  Longspur  was  found  at 
St.  Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO  22  Oct  (MBR).  A 
male  Painted  Bunting  found  during  the 
summer  at  Katy  Trail  S.P.,  St.  Charles,  MO 
was  present  through  8 Aug  (tCM).  A 
Bobolink  in  Winneshiek,  IA  14  Oct  was  the 
4th  latest  record  (FL). 

Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were 
observed  away  from  breeding  areas  in  Mis- 
souri at  Nodaway  Valley  C.A.,  Andrew  19 
Aug  (DAE  et  al.)  and  Hannibal,  Marion  11 
Sep  (PHa).  One  Rusty  Blackbird  was  at  Big 
Lake  S.P.,  Holt,  MO  22  Oct  (MBR).  The  first 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  of  the  season  were  80 
counted  among  three  flocks  26  Oct  in 
Appanoose,  1A  (RC),  but  the  high  count  of 
200  came  30  Oct  at  Diehl  Pond  in  Warren, 
1A  (JS).  Two  large  flocks  of  mostly  male 


Common  Grackles  were  25,000  on  1 Nov  at 
Pottawattamie,  1A  (MO),  and  5000  on  9 Nov 
in  Marion,  1A  (JS).  Up  to  150  Great-tailed 
Grackles  were  at  South  Farm,  Boone,  MO 
through  mid-Nov  (BG).  Winter  finch 
reports  were  very  sparse,  and  included  no 
crossbills,  redpolls,  or  Evening  Grosbeaks. 
Five  single  Purple  Finches  were  reported 
from  n.  Missouri,  and  there  were  only  six 
reports  from  Iowa,  the  earliest  being  18  Oct 
in  Dickinson  (ET).  Reports  of  Pine  Siskin 
included  one  from  Missouri,  and  four 
groups  of  one  to  3 birds  from  Iowa,  the  ear- 
liest 18  Oct  in  Kossuth  (MCK). 

UNDOCUMENTED  RARITIES 

The  following  reports  were  referred  to  the 
Iowa  records  committee  and  were  reported 
without  details:  a Black-bellied  Whistling 
Duck  (a  potential  6th  state  record),  a Cali- 
fornia Gull  in  Dickinson,  Williamsons  Sap- 
sucker  (a  potential  first  fall  record),  and  a 
Chestnut-collared  Longspur  in  Cerro  Gordo. 
A Rock  Wren  was  reported  from  Henning 
C.A.,  Taney,  MO  14  Oct  but  could  not  be 
found  after  the  initial  sighting  (Bo  Brown). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
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“Johnsgard  writes  of  the  birds,  mammals,  and 
herptiles  ol  the  Great  Plains  with  authority, 
affection,  and  concern  for  their  welfare.  The 
writing  is  elegant  and  evocative  and,  together  with 
his  drawings,  conveys  the  diversity  of  wildlife 
in  the  region  with  a wonderful  vividness.” 

— David  Wishart,  editor  of  the  forthcoming  Ency- 
clopedia of  the  Great  Plains 

“Johnsgard’s  wildlife  vignettes  highlight  the  beauty, 
complexity,  and  drama  of  animal  behavior  in  the 
Great  Plains,  and  his  awe  and  reverence  for  the 
regions  subtle  grandeur  are  evident  in  every 
chapter.  . . . Must  reading  for  students  of  grassland 
ecology  and  for  anyone  who  desires  to  understand 
the  natural  heritage  of  the  plains.” 

— Craig  C.  Freeman,  coauthor  of  Roadside  Wild- 
Jlowers  of  the  Southern  Great  Plains 
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The  2002  fall  migration  offered  a pot- 
pourri of  rarities,  from  hurricane- 
blown  pelagic  terns  to  a spectacular 
Asian  vagrant,  but  a dearth  of  northern  forest 
birds  such  as  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  and 
northern  finches  balanced  the  scales.  One  of 
the  driest  late  summers  on  record  for  parts  of 
the  east-central  United  States  transitioned 
abruptly  into  one  of  the  wetter  fall  seasons  on 
record,  making  for  greatly  contrasting  condi- 
tions for  passerine  and  non-passerine 
migrants. 

Abbreviations:  Barren  (Barren  River  L.,  Bar- 
ren/Allen , KY),  Big  Sandy  (Big  Sandy  Unit  of 
the  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN),  Black 
Bayou  (Black  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Lake,  TN),  Ens- 
ley (Ensley  Bottoms,  including  the  EARTH 
Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN),  Island  13  (1.  13, 
Lake,  TN),  Radnor  (Radnor  Lake  State  Nat- 
ural Area,  Nashville,  TN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  were  at  Big  Sandy 
2 Nov  (tJRW)  and  in  Hopkins,  KY  18  Nov 
(PN).  Pacific  Loons  appeared  at  traditional 
late  fall  locations  on  Kentucky  L.,  with  2 at 
Big  Sandy  2-10  Nov  (tJRW  et  al),  3 from 
Port  Rd.,  Hcniy,  TN  16  Nov  (tJRW),  and  one 
in  Marshall,  KY  24  Nov  (BY).  The  Common 
Loon  flight  peaked  dramatically  16  Nov,  with 
counts  of  880+  on  Barren  (DR)  and  719+  on 
Kentucky  L„  Hewy,  TN  (JRW). 


Peak  flights  of  Horned  Grebes  included 
210+  on  Barren  16  Nov  (DR)  and  850+  at  Big 
Sandy  25  Nov  (JRW).  Of  the  rarer  grebes,  sin- 
gle Red-neckeds  were  reported  from  Mercer, 
KY  3 Nov  (ph.  B&MC),  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall, KY  13  Nov  (ph.  DR),  and  S.  Holston  L., 
TN  16-17  Nov  (WC,  m.  ob.).  The  baffling 
winter  population  of  Eared  Grebes  on  S.  Hol- 
ston L,  TN  returned  for  the  9th  consecutive 
year;  up  to  7 were  present  29  Aug+  (LM,  RK). 
Single  birds  also  occurred  in  Scott,  TN  28  Sep 
(NeM)  and  at  Big  Sandy  10  Nov  (DM,  MT). 
Two  Western  Grebes  were  reported,  one  at 
Norris  L.,  Grainger,  TN  22  Aug- 15  Sep  (T. 
Pruitt,  nt.  ob.)  and  one  at  L.  Cumberland, 
Pulaski,  KY  6-30  Nov  (ph.  RD  et  al.). 

Seven  hundred  thirty  American  White  Pel- 
icans, the  seasons  high  count,  were  in  Dyer 
and  Lake,  TN  14  Oct  (JRW).  Because  this 
species  is  uncommon  away  from  the  extreme 
w.  portion  of  the  Region,  four  reports  of  from 
one  to  31  birds  elsewhere  in  the  Region  were 
also  noteworthy.  A Great  White  Heron,  one 
of  only  a handful  ever  reported  in  the  Region, 
was  at  S.  Holston  L.,  TN  7-29  Aug  (WC,  m. 
ob.);  this  is  possibly  the  same  individual  pres- 
ent there  in  1990,  1991,  and  1994.  Amaz- 
ingly, another  appeared  along  the  Caney  Fork 
R.,  Putnam,  TN  21  Sep — 11  Nov  (ph.  SS,  m. 
ob.).  An  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  in  Benton,  TN 
2 Nov  (JRW)  was  very  late. 

The  lone  reported  Tricolored  Heron  was  at 
Black  Bayou  7-11  Aug  (NM  et  al).  Other 
post-breeding  goodies  included  2 imm. 
White  Ibis  at  Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN  10- 
20  Aug  (DE,  DMi),  another  at  Cocklebur  L. 
in  sw.  Shelby,  TN  27  Aug  (MT),  single  Ple- 
gadis  ibis  at  Lauderdale  Waterfowl  Ref.,  Laud- 
erdale, TN  8 Nov  (JRW  et  al.)  and  Black 
Bayou  10  Nov  (KL,  NM),  and  40-50  Wood 
Storks  at  Cocklebur  L.  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN 
24-27  Aug  (JRW  MT,  m.  ob.).  However,  with 
only  three  previous  state  records,  Roseate 
Spoonbills  provided  the  exclamation  point  at 
both  ends  of  Tennessee:  3 imms.  were  at 
Cocklebur  L./Mud  L.  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN  24-27 
Aug  (JRW  et  al.),  while  a lone  bird  in  Greene, 
TN  7-16  Oct  (DMi,  m.  ob.),  later  relocated  at 
Upper  Douglas  L.  20-22  Oct  (J.  Brooks),  fur- 
nished the  first  record  for  Tennessee  e.  of 
Nashville. 

WATERFOWL 

Mild  conditions  resulted  in  a generally  lack- 
luster season  for  waterfowl.  Single  Ross’s 
Geese  were  relatively  early  at  Bristol,  TN  29 
Oct — 30  Nov+  (RK,  m.  ob.)  and  at  Shelby 
Farms,  Memphis,  TN  7 Nov  (ph.  JRW),  and 
groups  of  3 were  observed  with  flocks  of 
Snow  Geese  at  Lauderdale  Waterfowl  Ref., 
Lauderdale,  TN  14  Nov  (MT)  and  in  Fulton, 
KY  24  Nov  (DR  etal.). 

Dabbler  numbers  were  relatively  unspec- 
tacular, at  least  in  part  because  no  major 
period  of  cold  weather  had  arrived  by  the  end 
of  the  period.  This  seasons  scoter  flight,  how- 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


As  apparently  occurred  in  other  eastern  regions,  West  Nile  virus  roared  through  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  Valleys 
i during  late  summer  and  through  early  fall  2002,  apparently  ravaging  the  populations  of  at  least  several  species  or 
groups  of  resident  birds.  Raptor  rehabilitators  were  overwhelmed  with  sick  birds,  mostly  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  Great 
Horned  Owls,  most  of  which  subsequently  died.  By  late  August,  animal  and  human  health  professionals  were  turning 
away  donations  of  dead  bird  carcasses.  In  Kentucky  alone,  testing  by  Dr.  John  Roberts  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  con- 
firmed the  virus  in  no  fewer  than  40  species  of  birds.  Infection  rates  were  highest  in  corvids  (ca.  86%  of  more  than  100 
American  Crows  and  ca.  80%  of  more  than  two  hundred  Blue  Jays  tested);  however,  the  diversity  of  species  infected  (ca. 
40  of  70  tested)  and  the  high  infection  rates  in  what  were  widely  considered  non-susceptible  species  (e.  g.,  85%  of  East- 
ern Bluebirds,  58%  of  Northern  Cardinals,  and  43%  of  American  Goldfinches  tested)  are  especially  troubling.  The  full 
extent  of  the  devastation  may  never  be  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  populations  of  some  species  must  have  been 
affected  greatly,  at  least  in  the  short  term. 


ever,  was  impressive,  both  in  terms  of  the 
numbers  of  birds  and  the  geographic  breadth 
of  the  sightings.  One  to  9 Surfs  were  at  nine 
different  Kentucky  localities  29  Oct — 27  Nov 
and  five  Tennessee  locations  20  Oct- — 27  Nov. 
Single  White -wingeds  were  at  three  Kentucky 
locations  29  Oct — 19  Nov  (DR,  RL),  and  one 
to  5 were  observed  20-27  Oct  at  Eagle  Creek, 
Henry , TN  (tJRW,  HC).  One  to  4 Black  Scot- 
ers (most  in  company  of  Surfs)  were  at  five 
Kentucky  localities  31  Oct — 17  Nov  (BPB, 
DR,  DA)  and  four  Tennessee  locations  14 
Oct-6  Nov  (MT,  JRW,  SS).  The  lone  reported 
Long-tailed  Duck  was  on  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall, KY  24  Nov  (BY). 

OSPREY  THROUGH  RAILS 

Raptor  migration  passed  through  the  Region 
without  much  fanfare.  Observers  noted  an 
excellent  year  for  Ospreys,  as  reflected  by  the 
new  season  high  of  27  recorded  1 Sep — 14 
Oct  at  the  Soddy  Mt.  hawkwatch  in  Hamilton, 
TN  (WH).  Always  a rare  and  unpredictable 
vagrant,  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  seen  along 
the  Tennessee  R.  near  Dayton,  TN  11  Aug 
(fide  JS).  Mississippi  Kites  are  rare  in  the 
Region  away  from  the  Mississippi  R.;  thus,  an 
imm.  at  the  Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  19 
Aug  (K.  Wagner)  furnished  only  the  3rd  se. 
Tennessee  record  in  10  years.  Likewise,  2 in  e. 
Jefferson,  KY  18  Aug  (JB,  PB)  were  the  last  of 
a record  number  of  late  spring-late  summer 
extralimital  records  in  Kentucky. 

Bald  Eagle  sightings  across  e.  Tennessee 
continue  to  increase;  7 at  the  Soddy  Mt. 
hawkwatch  23  Sep  (WH)  represented  a new 
high  count  for  that  location.  Two  Northern 
Goshawks,  rare  in  this  Region,  were  reported 
at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN:  one  ad.  7 Sep  (L 
Alsop,  G.  Wallace  et  al.)  and  one  imm.  25 
Nov  (LM).  The  Soddy  Mt.  hawkwatch 
reported  5071  Broad-winged  Hawks,  a new 
season  high,  including  a new  one-day  high  of 
1733  on  23  Sep  (WH). 

An  above-average  number  of  Merlins 
reported  in  Kentucky  included  10  sightings 
of  single  birds  25  Aug — 24  Nov.  Peregrine 
Lalcons  were  well  represented,  with  16 
reports  of  one  to  2 birds  from  11  locations 
across  Tennessee  7 Sep — 29  Nov  and  more 
than  a dozen  reports  of  one  to  2 birds  from  7 


locations  in  Kentucky  25  Sep — 30  Nov. 

In  recent  years,  observing  rice  harvests  in 
w.  Tennessee  and  e.  Arkansas  has  become  a 
fairly  reliable  way  to  find  both  Yellow  and 
Black  Rails;  this  year  was  no  exception:  near 
Black  Bayou,  a Black  Rail  was  seen  14  Oct 
(tJRW)  and  a Yellow  Rail  was  observed  18 
Oct  (tJRW).  More  surprising  was  a Yellow 
Rail  on  top  of  Roan  Mt.  in  Carter,  TN  4 Oct 
(R.  Hoffman,  fidcj.  McGuiness). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Shorebird  migration  was  considered  below 
average  by  most  observers,  perhaps  due  to  an 
overall  lack  of  consistently  good  habitat  away 
from  Ensley.  Except  for  Black-bellied  Plovers, 
transient  plover  numbers  were  generally 
down.  Ten  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Ensley  16 
Aug  (JR\V)  represents  an  unusually  high 
count  for  the  Region.  Three  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  the  Duck  River  Unit  of 
Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Benton,  TN  11  Nov  (CS, 
JD),  one  in  Sullivan,  TN  18  Nov  (R.  Cross), 
and  one  in  Warren,  KY  21  Nov  (DR)  were 
late.  Piping  Plovers,  rare  migrants  across  the 
Region,  were  noted 
from  three  locations 
across  the  Region 
16-18  Aug.  Six  at 
Island  13  on  18  Aug 
(JRW,  NM)  is  likely 
an  all-time  high 
count  for  the  Region. 

Following  perhaps 
the  most  successful 
nesting  season  ever 
at  Ensley,  137  ad. 
and  imm.  Black- 
necked Stilts  were 
still  present  10  Aug 
(JRW),  and  subse- 
quent to  an  unprece- 
dented number  of 
extralimital  sightings 
of  the  species  in  Kentucky  in  spring  and  early 
summer,  it  was  not  surprising  to  receive  five 
reports  of  apparent  fall  migrants,  numbering 
up  to  19  birds,  from  five  localities  across  Ken- 
tucky 5 Aug — 2 Sep. 

Single  Willets,  rare  in  the  Region,  were  at 
Ensley  16,  22,  & 25  Aug  (JRW),  Barkley, 


Trigg,  KY  30  Aug  (DR),  and  at  Island  13  on  7 
Sep  (JRW).  Whimbrels  are  very  rare  in  the 
Region,  so  single  birds  at  Ensley  4 Aug  (ph. 
JRW)  and  S.  Holston  L„  TN  16  Oct  (HL,  BS) 
were  noteworthy.  A juv.  Hudsonian  Godwit  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  KY  31  Oct  represented 
only  the  2nd  fall  record  for  Kentucky  (vt. 
DR).  There  was  one  report  of  Marbled  God- 
wit  from  each  state:  2 at  Ensley  16  Aug  (ph. 
JRW)  and  2 in  Livingston,  KY  17  Sep  (JE,  vt. 
DR).  Reports  of  Red  Knots,  always  rare  in  the 
Region,  included  2 at  Tiptonville  Bar,  Lake, 
TN  10  Aug  (MG  et  al),  4 at  Mud  I.  in  Shelby, 
TN  10  Sep  (JRW),  and  one  at  Ensley  10  Sep 
(JRW);  the  species  was  not  found  in  Ken- 
tucky for  the  2nd  year  in  a row. 

Ensley  hosted  100+  Western  Sandpipers  25 
Aug  (JRW),  an  impressive  concentration  for 
the  Region.  Nineteen  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at 
Ensley  8 Sep  (JRW)  furnished  a high  count 
for  that  location  and  the  2nd  highest  ever  for 
Tennessee.  Douglas  L.,  TN  hosted  800+  Dun- 
lin 1 Nov  (RK  et  al),  a new  state  high  count 
and  representative  of  a strong  showing  in  e. 
Tennessee  this  fall.  A juv.  Ruff  at  Rankin  Bot- 
toms, Cocke,  TN  18  Aug  (DE)  was  e.  Ten- 
nessee’s 4th  and  the  2nd  consecutive  year  at 
that  location;  an  ad.  was  seen  briefly  at  Ens- 
ley 31  Aug  (JD,  CS).  Both  an  imm.  Red- 
necked Phalarope  and  a Red  Phalarope  were 
found  at  Ensley  21  Sep  (ph.  JRW).  Single 
Red-neckeds  were  also  found  at  Ensley  8 Sep 
(ph.  JRW)  and  in  Warren,  KY  14  Oct  (vt.  DR). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  DOVES 

An  unidentified  jaeger  was  present  at  Big 
Sandy  4-5  Oct  (JRW,  MT).  A modest  move- 
ment of  Franklin’s  Gulls  was  indicated  by 
reports  of  one  to  15  birds  at  one  Tennessee 
and  seven  Kentucky 
locations  25  Sep — 1 1 
Nov.  Away  from  Ken- 
tucky L.,  where  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls 
have  become  regular  in 
small  numbers,  an  ad. 
at  Douglas  L.,  TN  15 
Oct  (RK)  furnished  the 
3rd  record  for  e.  Ten- 
nessee. A good  showing 
of  Sabine’s  Gulls 
included  one  to  2 juvs. 
at  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall, TN  11  Sep — 4 Oct 
(vt.  DR  et  al.)  and 
another  juv.  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.  at  Memphis 
17  Sep  (tJRW).  Impres- 
sive peak  counts  of  terns  included  200  Caspi- 
ans  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  11  Sep  (DR),  49 
Commons  at  S.  Holston  L.,  TN  14  Sep  (WC 
et  al.),  90  Commons  at  Boone  L.,  TN  15  Sep 
(RK),  80  Commons  at  Nickajack  L.,  TN  28 
Sep  (D.  Jacobson,  C.  Blum;  likely  grounded 
by  the  remnants  of  Isidore ),  135  Forster’s  at 


This  Long-billed  Murrelet  surprised  and  delighted  Kentucky 
birders  on  the  Ohio  River  near  Louisville,  Kentucky  29 
to  (here)  30  October  2002,  a first  for  the  Tennessee 
& Kentucky  Region.  Photograph  by  Chelsey  Olson. 
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Alt  takes  a strong  tropical  storm  to  push  coastal 
and  pelagic  birds  into  the  Region,  but  two  such 
storms,  Hurricanes  Isidore  and  Lili,  arrived  less  than  a 
week  apart  and  provided  one  of  the  season's  highlights, 
multiple  sightings  of  Sooty  Terns!  There  were  only 
two  previous  records  for  the  Region,  both  found  dead, 
both  in  Tennessee,  and  none  since  1934!  Isidore 
deposited  one  at  Nickajack  L,TN  28  Sep  (D.  Jacobson, 
m.ob.);  another  was  found  dead  in  Blount, IN  29  Sep  (S. 
Adair).  One  week  later,  the  remnants  of  Lili  deposited  no 
fewer  than  4 onto  Kentucky  L,  at  least  2 at  Kentucky 
Dam,  Marshall,  KY  4 Oct  (vt.  DR),  and  at  least  2 at  Big 
Sandy  (tJRW),  while  another  was  found  on  the  Ohio  R. 
at  Joppa,  IL,  and  subsequently  seen  flying  upstream 
over  Kentucky  waters  towards  Paducah  (+FB). 


This  Sooty  Tern  (videotaped  near  Kentucky 
Dam)  was  one  of  at  least  five  individuals 
observed  in  west  Kentucky  and  west  Ten- 
nessee on  4 October  2002  during  the  pas- 
sage of  the  remnants  of  Hurricane  Lili.  A 
week  earlier,  the  remnants  of  Hurricane 
Isidore  had  deposited  two  in  east  Tennessee. 

Photograph  from  video  by  David  Roemer. 


Paris  Landing  S.P,  TN  5 Oct 
(JRW,  MT,  MG),  and  ca.  300 
Forsters  on  Kentucky  L., 

Marshall , KY  26  Oct  (HC, 

DR).  A Least  Tern  at  Cross 
Creeks  N.W.R.,  TN  17  Aug 
(JD,  T.O.S.)  was  an  unusual 
middle  Tennessee  find. 

The  rarity  of  the  season 
was  a Region-first  Long- 
billed Murrelet  on  the  Ohio 
R.  at  Louisville,  KY  29-30 
Oct  (vt.  DR,  m.  ob.).  Ken- 
tucky’s first  confirmed  Com- 
mon Ground-Dove  was 
found  in  w.  Fulton  23-30 
Nov  (HC,  ph.  RD,  m.  ob.). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  WRENS 

Late  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were 
widely  noted  across  the  Region  in  early  Nov. 
An  ad.  male  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
was  present  for  at  least  two  weeks  in  late  Oct 
in  Loudoun,  TN  ( fide  T.  Ettel).  Tennessee’s 
first  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  an  imm. 
banded  in  Nashville  6 Nov  (ph.  CS,  PM)  but 
last  seen  the  next  morning  (CS,  m.  ob.).  Con- 
tinuing a recent  trend,  banders  confirmed  14 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  21  Sep — 29  Nov  (3  in 
Kentucky  and  10  in  Tennessee;  CS,  PM)  this 
fall;  an  ad.  female  in  Warren,  KY  15-30  Nov 
(ph.  JE,  CS)  had  been  previously  banded  in 
Grayson,  GA  in  Jan  2001.  At  least  3 addi- 
tional Rufous  went  untrapped  ( fide  CS,  RK), 
and  9 other  late  hummingbirds,  at  least  6 of 
which  were  clearly  Selasphorus , remained 
unidentified. 

An  Acadian  Flycatcher  on  a nest  at  Ens- 
ley  31  Aug  (JRW,  MT)  represents  a very 
late  nesting  record  for  the  species.  A West- 
ern Kingbird  was  near  Hickman,  Fulton, 
KY  21  Oct  (TLA).  Young  from  Kentucky’s 
2nd  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  nest  below 
Barkley  Dam,  Lyon,  KY  fledged  in  early 
Aug  (HC),  and  2 were  still  in  the  area  11 
Oct  (DR,  RDv).  Sin- 
gle Bell’s  Vireos  at 
Black  Bayou  27 
Aug— 10  Sep  (MT, 
m.  ob.)  and  in 
Millington,  TN  15 
Sep  (tVH)  were  very 
rare  finds  away  from 
the  Region’s  only 
breeding  population 
in  w.  Kentucky.  A 
Philadelphia  Vireo  at 
Shelby  Park  in 
Nashville  30  Oct  (M. 

Bierly)  equaled  Ten- 
nessee’s latest  ever. 

For  the  first  fall  in 
recent  memory,  no  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  moved  through  the  Region, 
and  none  were  found  outside  of  breeding 


locations  in  e.  Tennessee  and  e.  Kentucky. 

Single  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  Jefferson , KY 
12-20  Sep  (BW)  and  at  Everett  L.,  Dyer,  TN 
28  Oct  (MT)  were  very  rare  finds  in  the 
Region  away  from  the  few  localized  breeders 
in  middle  Tennessee  and  cen.  Kentucky. 
Fledgling  Sedge  Wrens  found  in  e.  Jefferson, 
KY  in  mid-Sep  (BPB  et  al.)  furnished  one  of  a 
handful  of  Regional  breeding  records. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  fall  warbler  flight  was  not  particularly 
noteworthy.  A count  of  5-6  Golden-wingeds 
in  w.  Jefferson,  KY  12  Sep  was  representative 
of  an  above-average  flight  in  some  parts  of 
the  Region,  although  they  were  notably  low 
in  se.  Tennessee.  Early  arrival  dates  for 
migrant  warblers  included  a Canada  5 Aug 
and  a Northern  Waterthrush  7 Aug,  both  in 
Jefferson,  KY  (JB,  PB),  and  a Magnolia  at 
Shelby  Forest,  Shelby,  TN  7 Aug  (DP).  Late 
departure  dates  included  a Yellow-breasted 
Chat  in  Menifee,  KY  29  Sep  (SM),  2 Yellow- 
throateds  in  Cheatham,  TN  5 Oct  (J.  Stone), 
2 Yellows  in  Simpson,  KY  9 Oct  (JE),  a 
Northern  Parula  at  Radnor  18  Oct  (FF), 
single  Hoodeds  at  Cookeville,  TN  18  Oct 
(SS)  and  Shelby 
Forest,  Shelby, 
TN  26  Oct  (RP), 
and  a Black- 
throated  Green 
at  Radnor  9 Nov 
(L.  Welch). 

Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were 
reported  twice:  2 
at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh,  Hamilton, 
TN  1 Oct  (LW,  J. 
Chadwell,  m.  ob.) 
and  one  in  Muh- 
lenberg, KY  7 Oct 
(DR).  Single 
Henslow’s  Sparrows,  rare  migrants  away  from 
localized  breeding  colonies,  were  in  Blount, 
TN  12  Oct  (T.O.S.)  and  at  Shelby  Bottoms, 


Nashville,  TN  23  Nov  (PC, 
MZ);  also  rare,  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  made  a strong 
showing:  one  was  at  the 
Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane, 
TN  5 Oct  (R.  Hoff,  D.  Myers,  F 
Bills),  another  at  Shady  Valley, 
Johnson,  TN  9 Oct  (RK),  up  to  2 
at  Britton  Ford,  Henry,  5-14  Oct 
(JRW,  m.  ob.),  2 in  Ohio,  KY  7 
Oct  (DR),  3 in  Henderson,  KY  20 
Oct  (DR  et  al.),  and  2 at  Black 
Bayou  5 Oct  (JRW). 

Anomalous  in  light  of  the 
lack  of  harsh  weather  condi- 
tions to  the  north  was  a concen- 
tration of  550+  Lapland 
Longspurs  in  s.  Warren,  KY  25 
Nov  (DR).  A Snow  Bunting  at  S.  Holston  L. 
18-28  Nov  (R.  Cross,  WC)  was  a first  for  ne. 
Tennessee  away  from  high-elevation  balds. 

One  or  2 male  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  observed  at  a blackbird  roost  in  Union, 
KY  27  Oct  (BPB,  BY,  MS),  where  one  to  2 
individuals  wintered  2001-2002.  A female 
was  at  Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN  14  Aug 
(WC,  T.  Horsch).  An  ad.  male  Great-tailed 
Grackle  at  Island  13  on  18  Aug  (tJRW) 
would  constitute  the  first  or  2nd  Regional 
record,  if  accepted;  a previously  published 
report  of  a pair  just  s.  of  this  location  at  the 
Lake-Dyer  county  line  3 Jul  2000  (JRW)  has 
not  yet  been  submitted  for  review. 

Northern  finches  were  conspicuously 
absent.  Two  Red  Crossbills  at  Cove  Lake  S.P, 
TN  22  Nov  (NeM)  were  unusual  away  from 
the  e.  mountains.  There  were  only  two  Ken- 
tucky reports  of  Pine  Siskins  in  Pike  (JO  and 
Barren  (DR)  and  none  in  Tennessee  away 
from  possible  breeding  areas  on  Roan  Mt.  The 
only  reported  Evening  Grosbeak  was  an 
extraordinarily  early  female  22  Sep  in  Mor- 
gan, KY  (ME). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Leif  Anderson,  David  Ayer,  Jane  Bell, 
Pat  Bell,  Frank  Bennett,  Joan  Carr,  Phillip 
Casteel  (middle  Tennessee),  Kevin  Calhoon 
(se.  Tennessee),  Bill  & Margaret  Case,  Hap 
Chambers,  Wallace  Coffey,  Roseanna  Denton, 
Jay  Desgrosellicr,  Robert  Dever  (RDv),  Dean 
Edwards,  Mary  Elam,  Jackie  Elmore,  Frank 
Fekel,  Mark  Greene,  William  Haley,  Van  Har- 
ris, Rick  Knight  (e.  Tennessee),  Howard  Lan- 
gridge,  Rodney  Lear,  Ken  Leggett,  Portia 
Macmillan,  Larry  McDaniel,  Don  Manning,  , 
Scott  Marsh,  Don  Miller  (DMi),  Nancy 
Moore,  Nell  Moore  (NeM),  Phyllis  Niemi, 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  W.  Robert  Peeples 
(w.  Tennessee),  Dick  Preston,  David  Roemer,  j 
Jan  Shaw,  Chris  Sloan,  Stephen  J.  Stedman,  : 
Bryan  Stevens,  Matt  Stickel,  Tennessee  ! 
Ornithological  Society,  Mike  Todd.  Jeff  R. Wil- 
son, Barbara  Woerner,  Libby  Wolfe,  Ben  Yan- 
dell,  Mary  Zimmerman.  © 


This  immature  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  banded  on 
6 November  2002  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  furnished  a 
first  record  for  the  Region.  Photograph  by  Chris  Sloan. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  B ! R C 


The  return  of  normal  rainfall  after 
months  of  drought  brought  welcome 
relief  amidst  an  ordinary  August 
migration.  A spate  of  tropical  systems 
erupted  in  mid-September,  bringing  remark- 
able avian  cargo  ashore.  Tropical  Storm 
Hanna  moved  onto  the  Alabama-Mississippi 
coast  14-15  September.  Hurricane  Isidore 
came  ashore  near  New  Orleans  25-26  Sep- 
tember, depositing  pelagic  species  from 
northwestern  Florida  to  Louisiana  and  back- 
ing up  heavy  accumulations  of  migrants 
along  the  coast.  Hurricane  Lili  entered 
Louisiana  3 October  and  swept  still  more 
seabirds  inland  as  far  as  Arkansas. 

October  was  wetter  than  normal  for  most 
of  the  Region.  A strong  cold  front  penetrated 
the  Region  13-14  October,  and  an  attendant 
low  in  the  Gulf  caused  widespread  precipita- 
tion, with  heavy  fallouts  from  northwestern 
Florida  to  Louisiana.  The  Subtropical  Jet 
Stream,  associated  with  an  El  Nino  year,  pro- 
duced rapid  weather  changes  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  period.  Terry  Schiefer  noted  many 
late  dates  into  early  November  for  Missis- 
sippi. Winter  visitors  appeared  along  the 
coast  on  schedule,  with  unusually  high  con- 
centrations of  Eastern  Bluebirds,  Golden- 
crowned  and  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets,  East- 
ern Phoebes,  and  Pine  and  Palm  Warblers. 

Abbreviations:  b.  (banded);  F.M.N.H. 
(Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History); 
FW.B.S.F  (Fort  Walton  Beach  spray  field, 
Okaloosa,  FL);  L.S.U.M.N.S.  (Louisiana  State 
University  Museum  of  Natural  Science); 
Noxubee  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  e.-cen.  Missis- 
sippi); nw.  Florida  (Florida  west  of  the 
Apalachicola  R.);  Pensacola  Junior  College 
(RJ.C.);  Wheeler  (Wheeler  N.W.R.,  n.  AL). 
States  are  often  identified  only  with  the  initial 
use  of  a place  name. 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Very  rare  in  Louisiana,  a Western  Grebe 
appeared  on  the  lakefront  in  St.  Tammany  17 
Nov  (p.  a.  BMM).  Pelagic  species  made  an 
outstanding  showing  this  season.  A Greater 
Shearwater  16  km  s.  of  Orange  Beach,  Bald- 
win, AL  7 Aug  was  very  rare  (JPf).  Another 
Alabama  pelagic  trip  17  Aug  that  ventured  98 
km  s.  of  Orange  Beach  yielded  2 Wilsons 
Storm-Petrels  and  Alabama’s  7th  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  (p.  a.  CDC,  SM,  m.  ob.). 
A weakened  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  found  on 
the  beach  in  Okaloosa  30  Jul  was  nw.  Florida’s 
2nd  (*FM.N.H.,  P.  McNichols,  RAD,  LRD, 
BT).  A pelagic  trip  75-91  km  se.  of  South  Pass, 
Plaquemines,  LA  28  Aug  yielded  a high  of  15 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  (*L.S.U.M.N.S.,  DLD, 
SWC  et  al.).  Presumed  to  be  summering  birds, 
this  was  an  unprecedented  number  for  the 
Gulf.  On  this  same  trip,  observers  tallied 
about  84  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  also  remark- 
ably high  for  the  Gulf. 

Only  7 American  Bitterns  were  reported 
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for  the  Region.  A count  of  94  Great  Egrets 
was  high  for  Lauderdale,  AL  8 Aug  (PDK),  as 
was  a tally  of  50  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  23  Sep  in  Lonoke,  AR  (LY).  An  ad. 
White-faced  Ibis  in  Jefferson  1 Oct  was 
Alabama’s  14th  (p.  a.  HK  et  al).  The  highest 
count  of  White-faced  Ibis  in  the  Region  was 
12  in  Ashley,  AR  13  Aug  (JM).  Roseate 
Spoonbills  staged  a virtual  invasion,  some 
probably  associated  with  the  tropical  storm 
activity.  In  Arkansas,  where  rare,  47  were 
reported  10  Aug-4  Oct,  with  a one-day  max- 
imum of  21  on  13  Aug  in  Ashley  (JM). 
Equally  rare  in  Mississippi,  99  were  found  26 
| Jul— 13  Oct,  with  a maximum  of  41  on  13  Oct 
in  Humphreys  (SJD).  Alabama  sported  6 
spoonbills  4 Aug-10  Oct,  while  nw.  Florida 
had  its  4th  in  Gulf  Breeze  27  Sep  (PB,  RAD, 
LRD).  Wood  Storks  were  found  in  encourag- 
ingly large  numbers  throughout  Mississippi, 
with  around  1000  in  Adams  8-10  Aug  (MS, 
WPi).  Arkansas  reported  8 for  the  period  and 
Alabama  20.  Very  rare  in  nw.  Florida,  one  was 
at  the  FW.B.S.F  on  31  Oct  (BM). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Accidental  in  Arkansas,  5 Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks  in  Ashley  13  Aug  were  a great  find  (JM). 
Very  early  and  rare,  2 Greater  White-fronted 
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Geese  were  seen  5 Oct  in  Issaquena,  MS  (SS). 
In  Louisiana,  580+  were  counted  13  Oct  in 
Cameron,  LA  (JK.  KF).  In  nw.  Florida,  3 lin- 
gered at  the  FW.B.S.F  18-29  Nov  (BM,  m.  ob.) 
and  another  8-19  Nov  in  Santa  Rosa  (BB).  A 
rare  Tundra  Swan  shot  by  a hunter  23  Nov  in 
Natchitoches,  LA  was  secured  as  a specimen 
(*J1,  PD).  Very  rare  in  Mississippi,  a Trum- 
peter Swan  was  found  on  29  Nov  in  Oktibbeha 
(JPM).  Three  Mottled  Ducks  13  Aug  in 
Okaloosa , FL  (DW)  established  the  2nd  Aug 
record  for  nw.  Florida.  Surf  Scoters  were 
reported  from  all  states  in  the  Region:  between 
1 and  19  Nov,  Mississippi  had  12,  Alabama  8, 
Arkansas  7,  Louisiana  4,  and  nw.  Florida  one. 
Only  2 White-winged  Scoters  were  reported. 
The  21  Black  Scoters  found  in  Caddo  17  Nov 
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Three  tropical  cyclones  from  mid-Sep  to  early  Oct  produced  spectacular  birding  through  the  Region,  two  potential  state  firsts,  and  two  area  firsts  for  nw.  Florida.  For  more  on  the 
storm  tracks  and  histories  of  Hanna,  Isidore,  Lili,  see  <http://weather.unisys.com/hurricane/atlantic/2002/index.html>. 

Two  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  were  observed  as  a consequence  of  these  storms.  An  ad.  was  found  on  an  Okaloosa  beach  during  Hanna  14  Sep  (ph.  MC),  captured  for  rehabilitation,  and 
later  released  at  Tampa.  Another  was  observed  3 Oct  from  Oestin  Pass,  Okaloosa  (p.  a.  DW,  AK),  probably  pushed  shoreward  by  Lili. This  species  is  regularly  encountered  in  small  numbers  in 
the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf. 

Three  Red-footed  Boobies,  new  for  nw.  Florida  and  rare  even  where  almost  regular  (at  the  Dry  Tortugas),  were  recovered. The  first  was  Tropical  Storm  Wanner-related,  a juv.  found  on 
the  beach  in  Walton  16  Sep  (LF,  RAD,  P.J.C.).  A dark-morph  ad.  was  found  in  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  28  Sep,  on  the  heels  of  Hurricane  /s/c/ore  (TW,TH,  D.  Kaufmann,  F.M.N.H.). The  last  was 
found  in  Gulf  right  after  Isidore  26  Sep  (TL).  A Brown  Booby  was  also  recovered  in  Gulf  29  Sep,  also  a refugee  from  Isidore  (*TL). 

Magnificent  Frigatebirds  made  their  usual  appear- 
ances after  the  tropical  storm  activity,  with  maxima  of  26 
in  Jackson  and  Harrison,  MS  26  Sep  (MSW,  LDY),  "hun- 
dreds" in  the  Gulfport,  MS  area  the  same  day  (B.  Doe), 

200+  in  New  Orleans,  LA,  also  on  the  26th  (B.  L.  Sullivan, 

A.  Farnsworth  et  al.),  and  25  on  25  Sep  in  St.  Janies,  LA 
(CW,  m.  ob.),  both  related  to  Isidore.  Inland  records 
included  a juv.  at  Columbus  L.,  Lowndes/Clay,  MS  4 Oct 
after  //'//'(Keith  Kimmerle).  Interestingly,  large  movements 
of  American  White  Pelicans  were  also  noted  following 
Hurricane  Lili,  with  7500  estimated  4 Oct  in  Pointe  Coupee, 

LA  (RCD)  and  a mind-boggling  12,000  on  5 Oct  in 
Issaquena,  MS  (SS). 

Isidore  brought  several  terns  of  note  to  shore. 

Louisiana  had  an  ad.  Arctic  Tern,  rare  in  the  state,  fly  by 
the  Aquarium  in  New  Orleans,  among  uncountable  Royal 
and  Common  Terns  (+B.  L.  Sullivan,  A.  Farnsworth,  m.  ob.). 

Alabama's  first  Brown  Noddy  was  found  26  Sep  (p.  a.; 
ph.  W.  Jess)  perched  on  a dock  in  Bon  Secour,  Baldwin. 

Another  was  spotted  over  L.  Pontchartrain,  5f.  Tammany, 

26  Sep  (p.a.JC,  m.ob.)  and  yet  another  just  e.  of  the  Gulf- 
port, MS  harbor  26  Sep  (B.  Doe).  Isidore  produced  a tidal 
wave  of  reports  of  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  too  numerous  to  cite,  including  an  all-day  spectacle  in  Pensacola  Bay,  Escambia  26  Sep  as  se.  and  s.  gales  blew  (RAD,  LRD).  Wheeler  Dam  in  n. 
Alabama  was  the  site  of  an  inland  Sooty  Tern  27  Sep  (DJS  et  al.),  as  were  the  counties  of  Issaquena  and  Washington,  MS  4 Oct  (SS;  SJD).  More  than  25  Bridled  Terns  were  in  Pensacola  Bay 
during  Hurricane  Isidore  (RAD,  LRD,  m.  ob.).  Gulfport,  MS  and  vicinity  held  at  least  50  tropical  terns,  mostly  Sooty  but  at  least  3 Bridled  (B.  Doe). 

The  unprecedented  appearance  of  Red-footed  Boobies  and  numbers  of  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  may  be  explained  by  Hurricane  Isidore's  history.  Hurricane  Isidore  tracked  through  the  w. 
Caribbean,  passing  near  the  Cayman  Is.,  the  Isle  of  Youth,  then  across  the  n.  Yucatan,  where  it  lost  strength,  broadened,  then  moved  ashore  near  New  Orleans  25-26  Sep  with  winds  of  about  60 
knots.  Tracking  through  the  nw.  Caribbean,  the  storm  passed  through  breeding  areas  of  the  boobies  and  terns  while  still  at  maximum  strength  (at  one  point,  a Category  5 cyclone).  Caught  in  its 
eye  and  fringes,  they  would  have  been  transported  into  the  s.  Gulf  where  they  were  "released"  as  the  storm  lost  strength  and  broadened.  Birds  then  would  have  continued  northward  (down- 
wind) with  strong  tail  winds,  explaining  their  presence  in  such  great  numbers  in  the  Region. 

As  if  Hurricane  Isidore  didn't  create  enough  excitement,  a week  later,  Hurricane  Lili  struck  the  Louisiana  coast  3 Oct,  a Category  2 storm,  depositing  more  pelagic  species.  A Sooty  Tern  was 
seen  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge  3-4  Oct  (m.  ob.),  and  another  turned  up  well  inland  in  Starkville,  MS  4-5  Oct  (p.  a.  RR).  Arkansas's  3rd  Sooty  Tern  was  an  ad.  found  4 Oct  (p.  a.  SJD)  along 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  Chicot.  Bridled  Terns  entrained  included  a Hurricane  (///-related  bird  3 Oct  in  New  Orleans  (BMM)  and  another  in  Hancock  1 0ct  (p.  a.  NB).  Were  some  of  these  birds  "left- 
overs"from  Hurricane  Isidore,  or  newcomers  from  Hurricane  Lilf!  However  these  birds  were  transported,  the  storms  of  this  season  resulted  in  an  unprecedented  grand  slam:  Sooty  Terns  were 
reported  from  all  five  states:  Alabama  (5),  Arkansas  (1 ),  Mississippi  (±14),  Louisiana  (93),  and  nw.  Florida  (20+),  though  these  numbers  are  essentially  estimates,  and  many  terns  were  seen 
that  did  not  reach  reporting  networks.  The  full  history  of  these  storms  is  yet  to  be  settled. 

Specimens  discovered  as  a result  of  tropical  storms  have  great  value  for  the  ornithological  record.  Wildlife  rehabilitation  and  sanctuary  facilities  can  play  an  important  role  in  identifying 
and  preserving  avian  specimens  for  educational  institutions.  Among  the  records  established  through  these  facilities  in  the  Central  Southern  Region  alone  in  the  last  few  years  have  been 
pelagic  species  including  Red-billed  Tropicbird,  Red-footed  Booby,  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns,  three  species  of  storm-petrels — not  to  mention  Flammulated  and  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls!  A 
working  relationship  between  the  operators  of  these  valuable  facilities,  regional  editors,  and  collection  managers  can  produce  valuable  information  and  study  skins,  especially  if  a protocol 
for  data  collection  is  maintained  by  the  facility.  Potential  contributors  of  specimen  material  should  consult  their  local  museum  or  bird  rehabilitation  facility  to  learn  more  about  regulations 
governing  the  salvage  of  bird  specimens. 

were  unprecedented  for  n.  Louisiana.  (CL  et 
al.).  The  earliest  ever  for  the  area  by  two  days 
was  another  Black  Scoter  in  Oktibbeha  31  Oct 
(TS,  SJD).  Only  3 Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
reported  in  the  Region. 

Swallow-tailed  Kites,  rare  in  n.  Mississippi, 


were  seen  in  Clay  5-12  Aug  (TS)  and  in  Lee 
25  Aug  (AJ,  WP).  From  coastal  Gulf  Breeze, 
RAD  observed  a kettle  of  42  Swallow-taileds 
on  7 Aug,  a maximum  ever  for  the  area! 
Another  on  8 Oct  at  Ft.  Morgan,  Baldwin 
established  a new  late  date  for  Alabama  (AM , 


RAD).  A White-tailed  Kite  23  Oct  in  Plaque- 
mines was  unusual  that  far  east  (DLD,  SWC). 
Rare  in  nw.  Arkansas,  a Mississippi  Kite  17 
Aug  in  Benton  was  surprising  (JN,  MMl).  The 
80  Mississippi  Kites  on  5 Aug  in  Clay , MS 
(TS)  were  the  most  ever  for  the  area.  Only 
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four  reports  of  Baid  Eagles  were  received  from 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Missis- 
sippi; however,  there  were  17  sightings  in  nw. 
Florida.  Hopefully,  they’re  becoming  too 
common  to  report!  Northern  Harriers 
showed  up  in  numbers  in  Lauderdale , AL 
with  17  on  8 Oct  and  26  on  25  Oct  (PDK). 
Late-departing  Broad-winged  Hawks 
included  one  each  at  Washington , AR  12  Oct 
(MMl)  and  Lee,  AL  1 Nov  (BFF,  PMi).  Swain- 
son’s  Hawk  reports  came  from  Arkansas  (5), 
Louisiana  (8),  and  Mississippi,  where  one 
was  seen  14  Oct  in  Hancock  (p.  a.  NB).  Rare 
in  the  Region,  4 Golden  Eagles  were  reported 
from  Arkansas,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana.  A 
Crested  Caracara  in  Jefferson  Davis,  LA  on  25 
Oct  was  farther  e.  than  usual  (p.  a.  DLD, 
SWC).  Five  Yellow  Rails  were  found  in  rice 
fields  in  White,  AR  26  Oct  (KN,  LN). 

SHOREBIRDS 

While  shorebird  numbers  were  low  in  nw. 
Florida,  575  Black-bellied  Plovers  in  s. 
Louisiana  8-10  Sep  were  noteworthy  (JPK, 
JK,  BMM,  DPM).  Only  24  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  reported  for  the  Region.  Missis- 
sippi’s first  inland  Snowy  Plover  occurred  in 
Oktibbeha  14-16  Sep  (IS,  m.  ob.).  Snowy 
Plovers  were  noted  in  Louisiana,  with  a max- 
imum of  23  on  2 Nov  in  Cameron  (BMM, 
DPM,  RDP).  Piping  Plovers  were  found  in 
Louisiana  (27),  Arkansas  (5),  Mississippi 
(one),  and  nw.  Florida  (4).  Three  states 
reported  Upland  Sandpipers:  Louisiana  (58), 
Mississippi  (3),  and  Alabama  (30+).  High 
numbers  of  Western  Sandpipers  were 
observed  on  10  Sep  (1200)  and  19  Sep  (1100) 
in  s.  Louisiana  rice  fields  (JPK.  JK,  KF).  Rare 
fall  migrants  in  Alabama,  6 White-ramped 
Sandpipers  were  found  4 Sep  in  Marshall 
(RAR)  and  one  on  11  Aug  in  Mobile  (PMi). 
The  maximum  ever  for  Alabama’s  intercoastal 
plain,  over  400  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were 
counted  3 Aug  in  Lowndes  (LFG). 

Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  widely 
reported  3 Aug — 22  Sep  from  Arkansas 
(one),  Mississippi  (56),  Alabama  (17)  and 
Louisiana  (30).  An  earliest-ever  Wilson’s 
Snipe  was  in  White,  AR  2 Aug  (KN,  LN).  A 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  13  Nov  in  Mobile  was  the 
latest  ever  by  one  month  for  Alabama’s  Gulf 
Coast  (LRD,  RAD,  m.  ob.).  The  catfish  ponds 
! in  Humphreys,  MS  yielded  a record  count  of 
223  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  24  Aug  (SJD);  large 
numbers  were  present  there  from  mid-Aug  to 
mid-Sep.  Red-necked  Phalaropes  made 
appearances  in  four  states,  possibly  storm- 
related.  Only  the  3rd  for  nw.  Florida,  one  bird 
found  in  Walton  20  Sep  died  (RAD,  LF, 
*EJ.C.).  Arkansas  had  two  records,  one  juv. 
14  Sep  in  Clark  (p.  a.  DoH,  DH)  and  another 
6-8  Sep  in  White  (p.  a.  KN,  LN).  Two  more 
were  seen  67  km  se.  of  South  Pass,  LA  on  18 
Sep  (p.  a.  *L.S.U.M.N.S.,  LW,  m.  ob.).  In  Mis- 
sissippi, where  casual,  a minimum  of  5 (one 


ad.,  4 juvs.)  was  noted  in  Humphreys  24 
Aug — 12  Oct  (SJD,  m.  ob.),  one  juv.  in 
Leflore  7 Sep  (SJD),  one  in  Oktibbeha  28 
Sep  (TS  et  al),  another  in  Hancock  1 Oct 
(NB),  and  4 there  on  2 Nov  (NB,  JTo  et 
al). 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

In  Louisiana,  an  estimated  3600 
Franklin’s  Gulls  11  Nov  were  at  Cross 
Lake,  Caddo  (CL  and  JC),  possibly  the 
highest  daily  state  count.  A first-year 
Little  Gull  observed  27  Oct' — 2 Nov  at 
Ft.  Morgan  was  Alabama’s  7th  (p.  a. 

BCG,  BS,  AMi,  AM).  A first-winter 
Black-headed  Gull,  accidental  in 
Arkansas,  was  found  at  L.  Dardanelle, 
Pope/Yell  15  Nov  (p.  a.  LA).  About  40 
hybrid  Lams  (presumably  all  Herring  x 
Kelp  Gulls)  continue  to  breed  on  the 
Chandeleur  Is.  A trip  there  1 Aug  (DLD, 
SWC)  yielded  no  pure  Kelp  Gulls.  A 
Thayer’s  Gull  24  Nov  in  Cameron  was 
Louisiana’s  first  fall-period  record  (p.  a. 
BMM,  DPM,  *L.S.U.M.N.S).  Increas- 
ingly regular  fall  migrants  in  Louisiana, 

11  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
counted  25  Oct — 24  Nov  (DLD  et  al.). 

A winter  ad.  at  Ft.  Pickens,  Escambia  4 
Nov  was  the  4th  for  the  area  (RAD,  JFr), 
and  a first-winter  bird  6-8  Nov  in  Pen- 
sacola (LRD,  AK,  DW)  was  the  5th.  Still 
scarce  in  Louisiana,  a Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  in  Cameron  14  Oct  (p.  a., 
ph.  BMM,  DPM,  CCS). 

Good  numbers  of  Gull-billed  Terns  were 
counted  in  Cameron,  with  72  on  26  Aug  (JPK, 
JW,  BO)  and  35  on  28  Sep  (CCS,  PAW,  BMM). 
Caspian  Terns  reported  in  the  Region  20 
Sep-19  Nov  numbered  33  in  Mississippi,  106 
in  Arkansas,  and  273  in  Louisiana.  Three  ad. 
Royal  Terns  spotted  in  Miller,  AR  13  Aug  (p. 
a.  CM)  provided  the  2nd  ever  report  for 
Arkansas  and  were  not  storm-related. 
Approximately  250  Forsters  Terns  4 Oct  in 
Chicot  were  the  largest  number  ever  for 
Arkansas  (SJD).  Louisiana  (L.  S.  U.)  pelagic 
trips  venturing  32-96  km  se.  of  South  Pass  28 
Aug  and  18  Sep  yielded  20  and  26  Bridled 
Terns,  respectively.  The  Alabama  pelagic  trip 
17  Aug  found  3 Bridleds. 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  their 
expansion  into  Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 
Groove-billed  Anis  appeared  in  St.  Martin,  LA 
15  Sep  (JD)  and  Cameron  2 Nov  (CW,  BO).  In 
nw.  Florida  where  rare,  one  was  reported  on 
Okaloosa  I.,  Okaloosa  15  Oct  (BM),  at  the 
EW.B.S.E  14  Oct— 9 Nov  (LF,  BM,  m.  ob.), 
and  Escambia  26  Nov  (RAD).  Nine  Common 
Nighthawks  in  Caddo  20  Nov  were  very  late 
(CL,  RS).  A count  of  1600  Chimney  Swifts 
over  Shreveport  7 Oct  was  very  high  for 
Louisiana  (RS,  VL).  Oktibbeha  had  300  on  29 
Oct,  late  by  eight  days  (TS). 

Western  hummingbirds,  especially  Black- 


One  of  many  Roseate  Spoonbills  reported  from  the  Region, 
this  one  was  found  24  August  2002  in  southern  Mobile 
County,  Alabama.  Photograph  by  David  Dortch. 

chinneds  and  Rufous,  started  their  Regional 
invasion  3 Aug.  Notable  accidentals  included 
Alabama’s  12th  Buff-bellied  (b.  FB)  on  6 Nov 
in  Escambia,  an  ad.  male  Anna’s  Humming- 
bird in  E.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  3 Aug — 14  Oct  (p. 
a.,  ph.  SD,  BD),  and  Alabama’s  15th  Calliope, 
an  ad.  female,  in  Calhoun  on  27  Nov  (p.  a., 
ph.,  b.  RRS,  TM). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A rare  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  reported 
from  Ft.  Morgan  14  Sep  (TMc)  and  another 
in  Jefferson,  AL  23  Sep  (GDJ,  DGJ).  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  were  widely  reported 
throughout.  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher (“Western  Flycatcher”)  on  Dauphin 

l. ,  Mobile  25-27  Sep  (p.  a.,  ph.  JLD,  HEH, 
JFP)  provided  the  first  Alabama  record  for 
the  complex.  Along  with  8 rare  Vermilion 
Flycatchers  in  the  Region,  Ash-throateds 
appeared  in  Cameron  2 Nov  (DPM,  BMM, 
RDP  et  al.)  and  EW.B.S.E  4 Oct— 16  Nov  (LF, 

m.  ob.).  Early  Oct  also  began  an  incursion  of 
Western  Kingbirds,  with  2 in  Arkansas,  6 in 
Louisiana,  3 in  Mississippi,  9 in  Alabama, 
rad  6 in  nw.  Florida.  Many  continued 
beyond  the  period.  An  unusually  high  num- 
ber of  Eastern  Kingbirds  (320)  congregated 
in  Red  River,  LA  8 Sep  (JT,  JnT).  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  showed  up  in  significant 
numbers,  but  none  topped  by  46  along  the 
Arkansas  R.,  Crawford,  AR  on  10  Oct  (SB)! 
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This  adult  Red-billed  Tropicbird  feund  on  the  beach  during  Tropical  Storm  'Hanna 
14  September  2002  near  Desfin,  Okaloosa  County,  Florida  was  the  first  for  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  state.  Photograph  by  Mary  Cosrver. 


Accidental  in  the  southeast,  a Bell’s 
Vireo  in  Hancock , MS  13  Oct  was  exciting 
(p.  a.  NB).  Very  rare  in  Alabama,  another 
was  discovered  in  Shelby  28  Sep  (HHW, 
DaH,  SH).  A rare  find  was  the  Warbling 
Vireo  on  Dauphin  I.  7 Sep  (HEH,  BS),  while 
another,  both  rare  and  late,  was  in  Cameron 
20  Oct  (ROD).  At  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson,  85 
Red-eyed  Vireos  2 Sep  was  quite  a high 
count  (BMM,  RDP,  PAW).  Astonishingly,  at 
least  100,000  Purple  Martins  staging  for 
migration  roosted  1-11  Aug  in  Shreveport 
(CL).  On  13  Oct,  JPK  and  KF  estimated 
over  3600  Northern  Rough-winged  Swal- 
lows migrating  w.  in  Cameron.  Another,  the 
latest  ever  for  nw.  Arkansas,  tarried  in 
Washington  2 Nov  (MM1,  JN,  RB).  Normally 
uncommon,  30-40  Bank  Swallows  were 
noted  in  Jackson,  MS  29  Aug  (SW  et  al.), 
and  300  were  near  Mobile  3 Sep  (BCG). 
Unusual  offshore,  a Bank  Swallow  was 
found  28  Aug  88  km  se.  of  South  Pass 
(DLD,  SWC  et  al.).  A Cave  Swallow  9 Nov 
at  the  F.W.B.S.E  was  nw.  Florida’s  7th  (RAD, 
LRD,  MMC,  m.  ob.). 

A very  rare  Rock  Wren  was  discovered  in 
Howard , AR  16  Nov  (MD,  CM).  On  2-3  Nov, 
75  House  Wrens  were  counted  in  Cameron 
(m.  ob.).  Unusual  in  Jackson,  MS  were  4 Win- 
ter Wrens  1 Nov  (MSW).  Large  numbers  of 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  appeared  2-3  Nov 
from  nw.  Florida  to  Louisiana,  with  a high 
count  of  137  in  Cameron  (BMM,  DPM,  RDP). 
The  same  observers  also  counted  190  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  and  105  Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catchers  in  the  same  time  span.  The  vagrant 
jewel  for  the  Region  was  the  discovery  of  a 
Townsends  Solitaire  at  Sabine  N.W.R., 
Cameron  16  Nov,  a first  state  record  (p.  a.,  vt. 
RCD,  ph.  MS,  m.  ob.).  An  exceptional  185 
Hermit  Thrushes  were  reported  2-3  Nov  in 
coastal  Cameron  (CW,  DPM  et  al.).  A win- 
dow-killed Varied  Thrash  at  Panama  City, 
Bay  16  Nov  provided  the  3rd  or  4th  Florida 


record  (Rl;  *Archbold 
Biological  Station). 

WARBLERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Too  numerous  to  cite, 
many  late  departure  dates 
for  warblers  were  shat- 
tered this  season.  The 
declining  Golden-winged 
Warbler  made  a notable 
showing  14  Sep-12  Oct, 
with  22  sightings  in 
Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama.  A Blackpoll 
in  Vermilion,  LA  21  Oct 
(RCD)  was  both  very  late 
and  rare.  The  declining 
Cerulean  was  reported 
from  four  states: 
Louisiana  (2),  Mississippi 
(4),  Arkansas  (2),  and  nw  Florida  (2).  A 
count  of  20  Northern  Waterthrushes  19  Sep 
in  Jackson,  MS  was  high  (SW),  as  were  17 
Kentucky  Warblers  at  Grand  Isle  25  Aug 
(BMM,  PAW).  A Mourning  Warbler  in  St. 
Martin,  LA  16  Aug  (JH)  was  quite  early.  Other 
early  Mournings  were  in  Washington,  AR  25 
Aug  (MMl)  and  Fayetteville,  AR  31  Aug  (RD). 

All-time  early  and  late  dates  for  Scarlet 
Tanagers  were  established  for  Louisiana  with 
a bird  in  Iberville  27  Aug  (*L.S.U.M.N.S., 
SWC,  DLD)  and  another  there  21  Nov  (DC, 
CFr).  Accidental  in  Louisiana,  a Western 
Tanager  was  in  Cameron  20  Oct  (p.  a.  RCD). 
A Spotted  Towhee,  very  rare  in  Arkansas,  was 
found  in  Washington  12  Oct  (RD).  A good 
find  in  Logan,  AR  was  a Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow  9 Aug  (CT,  GH),  and  very  rare  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were  in  Washington,  AR  21 
Sep-20  Oct  (MMl,  JN)  and  Newton  5 Oct  (JS, 
TB).  Rare  but  regular  in  Alabama,  another 
was  at  Ft.  Morgan  28  Sep  (HEH,  m.  ob.).  A Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  8 Oct  in  Washington  was  the 
earliest  find  ever  for  nw.  Arkansas  (MMl). 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  are  rare  in 
interior  Mississippi,  but  4 were  found  in 
Lowndes  5 Oct  (SJD,  CCS,  GK,  SK,  m.  ob.). 
Considered  a high  tally,  22  Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
were  in  Washington,  AR  8 Oct  (MMl).  A stag- 
ing of  over  100  Blue  Grosbeaks  was  noted  in 
St.  Martin  2 Oct  (JH).  An  Indigo  Bunting  in 
Craighead,  AR  25  Nov  was  very  late  (CLa, 
NL).  Casual  in  fall,  several  Painted  Buntings 
appeared  in  nw.  Florida  19  Aug  (RAD).  Oth- 
ers were  in  Watren,  MS  21  Sep  (SS),  Washing- 
ton, MS  23  Oct  (RN,  *Mississippi  Museum  of 
Natural  Science),  and  late  in  Iberville,  LA  21 
Nov  (CFr,  DC). 

Very  rare  in  fall  migration,  a Bobolink  was 
in  Lowndes,  MS  5 Oct  (SJD,  SK,  GK).  Western 
Meadowlarks  were  found  in  Benton,  AR  10 
Oct  (LA).  Two  male  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds lingered  in  Hancock,  MS  26  Oct — 15 
Nov  (NB).  In  Louisiana,  where  they  are 


uncommon,  a first-year  male  was  in  Lafourche 
14  Oct  (BMM,  DPM,  CCS)  and  an  imm.  male 
in  Cameron  25  Oct  (DLD,  SWC).  A new 
breeding  location  was  discovered  for  Great- 
tailed Crackle  with  a female  and  3 fledglings 
3 Aug  near  Texarkana,  Miller,  AR  (CM). 
Florida’s  first  Hooded  Oriole  was  an  ad.  male 
frequenting  a feeder  22-26  Oct  in  Gulf  Breeze 
(p.  a.,  ph.  BAS,  WS).  A very  late  ad.  male  Bal- 
timore Oriole  frequented  a hummingbird 
feeder  in  Jefferson,  Louisiana  9 Nov — 13  Dec 
(CCS).  The  rarer  Bullocks  Oriole  was  in  E. 
Baton  Rouge  22  Sep  (DL).  A Purple  Finch  in 
Lowndes,  MS  16  Oct  (PhB)  was  early  by  22 
days.  An  ad.  male  American  Goldfinch  at  a 
feeder  in  Washington,  MS  8-23  Aug  provided 
a very  rare  summer  record  (EA). 
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Summer  gave  way  abruptly  to  cold 
weather  in  late  September,  particularly 
in  the  east,  with  Winnipeg  registering  a 
record-low  mean  temperature  of  -0.5°C  in 
October.  In  contrast,  El  Nino  brought  temper- 
atures as  high  as  20°C  to  southern  Alberta  on 
21  November.  Some  outstanding  rarities,  par- 
ticularly in  Saskatchewan,  punctuated  a 
rather  lackluster  season.  Few  waterfowl  or 
raptors  lingered  after  the  early  freeze-up, 
juvenile  shorebirds  were  scarce,  and  only  a 
handful  of  “rare”  gulls  could  be  found. 
Northern  owls,  Catharus  thrushes,  and  “win- 
ter finches”  were  all  poorly  represented.  In 
southern  Manitoba,  several  late-migrating 
songbird  species  (e.g..  Winter  Wren,  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet,  Hermit  Thrush,  and  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler)  were  apparently  trapped  by 
the  cold  and  stayed  in  numbers  well  beyond 
normal  departure  dates. 

For  the  second  time  in  a year, 
Saskatchewan  and  the  Region  lost  one  of  its 
most  prominent  birders.  Wayne  Harris,  for- 
mer editor  of  this  column,  died  as  the  result 
of  a farming  accident.  We  will  miss  his  valued 
input. 

Abbreviations:  L.M.L.  (Last  Mountain  L., 
SK);  S.R.V.  (Sheep  River  Valley,  AB). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Pacific  Loons  made  a good  showing  in 
Alberta,  with  peaks  of  10  at  Cold  L.  28  Sep, 
accompanied  by  200  Common  Loons  (ME, 
THi,  RK1),  and  18  on  Barrier  L.,  Kananaskis 
Country  13  Oct  (J&MM).  The  only  reported 
Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at  Seebe,  AB  12  Oct 
(J&MM).  An  Eared  Grebe  at  Pine  Coulee,  AB 
30  Nov  was  very  late  (TK).  Lake  Manitoba  at 
Delta,  MB  hosted  2135  Western  Grebes  28 
Sep  (RK). 

The  only  Great  Egrets  w.  of  Manitoba  were 
2 at  Weyburn,  SK  8 Aug  (JW,  CB)  and  one  at 
Regina  2 Sep  (BL).  Cattle  Egrets  peaked  at  a 
record-high  51  at  Whitewater  L.,  MB  3 Aug 
(RP,  LV,  RD),  dwindling  to  5 by  23  Sep  (RP  et 
al.).  One  was  at  Reed  L.,  SK  12  & 17  Aug 
(WH).  A Green  Heron  at  Fish  Creek  PP.  rep- 
resented about  Alberta’s  9th  record  (D&LF); 
another  frequented  a backyard  fishpond  at 
Starbuck,  MB  8 Sep  (CP).  A possible  Glossy 
Ibis  was  studied  near  Balgonie,  SK  23  Aug 
(TR,  BL). 

Unusually  large  numbers  of  Greater 
White-fronted  and  Snow  Geese  near  Calgary, 
AB  may  well  have  been  displaced  by  drought 
in  se.  Alberta  and  sw.  Saskatchewan  (MH).  At 
Weyburn,  an  estimated  600,000  Snow  Geese 
gathered  27  Oct  (CB,  MB).  A Canada  Goose 
near  Churchill,  MB  29  Nov  was  far  n.  for  such 
a late  date  (NM,  fide  DF).  Tundra  Swans 
peaked  at  7500+  at  the  w.  end  of  Whitewater 
L.  7 Oct  (CC,  B.N.H.S.),  while  6000  were  tal- 
lied mainly  at  the  lake’s  e.  end  9 Oct  (RK). 

Six  Wood  Ducks  at  Gleichen,  AB  2 Sep  (AF, 
JP)  and  one  at  Cold  L.  23  Sep  (RKl)  were 
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locally  rare,  as  was  an  American  Black  Duck 
near  Taber,  AB  24  Oct  (LB).  Surf  Scoters  were 
prominent  in  Alberta,  with  peaks  of  65  at  Bar- 
rier L.  6 Oct  (J&MM)  and  46  at  Glenmore 
Res.  (JB,  BW),  and  in  Saskatchewan  with  at 
least  93  between  6 Sep  and  3 Nov  (m.  ob.). 
Tallies  of  500+  Buffleheads  5 Oct  and  200+ 
Hooded  Mergansers  25  Oct  at  L.M.L.  were 
high  (BL),  as  were  70  Hooded  Mergansers 
near  Sandy  L.  15  Oct  (CC,  Ornitholidays). 

DIURNAL  RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Northern  Harriers  and  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  scarce  in  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba. 
Notably  late  were  a Broad-winged  Hawk  near 
Kinookimaw,  SK  15  Oct  (K&GB,  BL),  a 
Swainson’s  Hawk  near  Swift  Current,  SK  10 
Oct  (MD,  RD,  LD),  and  a Ferruginous  Hawk 
at  Pine  Coulee  13  Oct  (TK).  Swainson’s 
Hawks  had  yet  another  dismal  year  in 
Saskatchewan,  with  83%  failure  of  80+  nests 
s.  and  w.  of  Swift  Current  (WH);  a count  of 
250  migrants  near  Champion,  AB  1 8 Sep  was 
therefore  heartening  (T&DD).  At  the  Mt. 
Lorette  hawkwatch,  Golden  Eagles  peaked  at 
150  on  12  Oct  (PS  et  al.)  and  171  the  next 
day  (BW).  A possible  Black  Merlin  ( suckleyi ) 
was  seen  at  Frank  L.,  AB  3 Aug  (TK),  while  a 
white-morph  Gyrfalcon  graced  Weyburn  2 
Nov  (CB,  MB,  JW). 

Late  Soras  were  found  near  Regina  14  Oct 
(BL)  and  Saskatoon  18  Oct  (AH)  and  in  Win- 
nipeg 5-6  Nov  (PF,  AE).  A Hock  of  700  Sand- 
hill Cranes  near  Oak  L.,  MB  9 Oct  contained 
only  about  10  juvs.  (RK).  Lingering  shore- 
birds  included  a Semipalmated  Plover  23  Oct 
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(PC,  m.  ob.)  and  an  American  Avocet  27  Oct 
(AF,  JP),  both  at  Namaka  L.,  a Long-billed 
Dowitcher  at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh,  MB  13 
Nov  (RK),  and  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  at 
DeWinton,  AB  13  Oct  (DK).  In  the  Calgary 
area,  10  Western  Sandpipers  were  tallied 
between  3 and  20  Aug  (TK,  '■ 

MH,  RB).  Several  high  counts 
of  Red-necked  Phalaropes  in 
Alberta  included  750  at 
Frank  L.  11  Sep  (DK).  A Red 
Phalarope  near  Calgary  1-3 
Sep  was  enjoyed  by  many 
(TK,  m.  ob.);  another  high- 
lighted an  outing  at  Ninette, 

MB  23  Sep  (AW,  CA,  RP,  RF). 

Unidentified  jaegers  at 
Chain  Lakes,  AB  5 Oct  (TK) 
and  Bonneyville,  AB  6 Oct 
(RKl)  were  the  only  ones 
reported.  An  estimated 
100,000  Franklin’s  Gulls 
massed  at  Reed  L.  24  Aug 
(WH),  while  late  singles  were 
at  L.M.L.  27  Oct  (BL)  and 
Calgary  15  Nov  (PSm).  Rare 
gulls  included  a first-winter 
Glaucous-winged  at  Shepard,  AB  20-23  Oct 
(TK),  a Great  Black-backed  at  Churchill  28 
Oct  (CA,  AW),  and  a juv.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  at  Namaka  L.  29  Sep  (RB).  Each 
province  had  Sabine’s  Gulls:  2 ads.  at  Namaka 
L.  17-21  Aug  (MH,  m.  ob.),  an  ad.  at  Glen- 
more  Res.  8 Sep  (TK),  a juv.  at  Namaka  L.  29 
Sep  (RB),  one  at  Bradwell  Res.,  SK  25-28  Sep 
(AH,  TB,  m.  ob.),  and  one  near  St.  Ambroise, 
MB  16  Sep  (JBe,  TS).  The  perfect  Arctic 
dream  was  experienced  when  a white  Gyrfal- 
con  chased  an  imm.  Ivory  Gull  at  Churchill 
29  Oct  (CA,  AW).  Saskatchewan’s  2nd 
Ancient  Murrelet,  a first-fall  bird  at  L.M.L. 
15-16  Oct,  was  dispatched  by  Herring  Gulls 
on  the  latter  date;  unfortunately  it  could  not 
be  retrieved  (BL,  m.  ob.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  apparently  bred 
successfully  for  the  first  time  in  the  Region; 
6 at  Mortlach,  SK  30  Sep  included  a juv.  (MF, 
BL).  A locally  rare  Eastern  Screech-Owl  at 
Regina  8 Oct  became  a traffic  victim  ( fide 
BE).  An  early  Snowy  Owl  was  near  Buck  L., 
SK  7-9  Oct  (BL);  the  species  remained 
scarce  Regionwide  until  mid-Nov,  while 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  and  Great  Gray  Owls 
went  almost  unreported.  Two  young  Great 
Grays  at  S.R.V.  17  Sep  had  hatched  a month 
later  than  normal  (WS).  A White-throated 
Swift  at  Peter  Lougheed  PP  18  Aug  was 
Alberta’s  3rd  ever  (JP).  An  Anna’s  Humming- 
bird at  a Lethbridge  feeder  through  the  2nd 
half  of  Oct  survived  temperatures  down  to 
-24°C  (K&SD). 

Unusually  tardy  were  a Belted  Kingfisher 
at  Saskatoon  22  Nov  (AH)  and  single  imm. 


Red-headed  Woodpeckers  at  Grand  Beach, 
MB  2 Nov  (m.  ob.)  and  near  Stonewall,  MB 
and  Grosse  Isle,  MB  to  the  end  of  Nov  (both 
KG).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  lingered  in  Win- 
nipeg 10-23  Oct  (RK,  GBu).  A Say’s  Phoebe 
in  Winnipeg’s  Assiniboine  Park  was  well  e.  of 
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This  Red  Phalarope,  here  with  two  Lesser  Yellowiegs,  was  present  near  Calgary, 
Alberta,  from  1 to  3 (here  2)  September.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


its  range  2 Sep  (AM,  GH,  CCs).  A Great 
Crested  Flycatcher  at  S.R.V.  13  Sep  was  a 
local  first  (WS). 

Loggerhead  Shrikes  had  a disastrous 
breeding  season  in  Saskatchewan  and  most 
departed  early  (WH,  CB,  m.  ob.).  About  1500 
Bank  Swallows  gathered  at  Chain  Lakes,  MB 
11  Sep  (CC  et  ah).  Nesting  activity  of  Cliff 
Swallows,  much  delayed  by  the  cold  spring, 
was  noted  up  to  6 Sep  in  Winnipeg  (GH).  A 
Winter  Wren  at  Weyburn  6 Nov  was  late 
(GB);  the  latest  of  numerous  Manitoba 
reports  was  at  Lac  du  Bonnet  21  Nov  (PT). 
Also  tardy  were  a Marsh  Wren  at  Minnedosa, 
MB  2 Nov  (CC),  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in 
Winnipeg  6 Nov  (CA,  AW),  and  lone  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  at  Brandon  Hills,  MB  15  Nov 
(TW)  and  at  Saskatoon  24  Nov  (HV). 

Catharus  thrushes  “went  virtually  unno- 
ticed” in  the  Calgary  area.  A Swainson’s 
Thrush  in  Winnipeg  2 Nov  was  remarkably 
late  (CA,  RP,  LV,  AW),  while  a Hermit  Thrush 
at  Delta  3 Aug  was  about  six  weeks  earlier 
than  usual  (D.M.B.O.).  Hermit  Thrushes  lin- 
gered well  into  Nov  in  Manitoba,  the  latest  at 
Victoria  Beach  on  the  18th  (GG).  Other  lin- 
gerers included  single  Gray  Catbirds  in  Win- 
nipeg 19  Nov  (GG)  and  up  to  30  Nov  (RBe), 
and  a Northern  Mockingbird  at  Edmonton, 
AB  from  late  Oct  into  Dec  (JM). 

Warbler  migration  was  considered  good  in 
s.  Alberta  but  unremarkable  for  numbers 
elsewhere.  Major  highlights  were  a male  Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  of  the  albilora  race  at 
Weyburn  24  Oct  and  9 & 11  Nov  (GB,  m. 
ob.),  the  3rd  for  Saskatchewan,  and  that 
province’s  first  confirmed  Prairie  Warbler,  a 
male  at  Saskatoon  18-20  Oct  (RW,  m.  ob.). 
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Late  stragglers  included  a Tennessee  at 
Creighton,  SK  15  Oct  (B&HS),  a Yellow  at 
Regina  13  Oct  (BL),  a Cape  May  at  Cold  L. 
1-11  Nov  ( fide  THi),  a Yellow-rumped  at  Lac 
du  Bonnet  21  Nov  (PT),  a Blackburnian  at 
Winnipeg  18  Oct  (AW),  a Pine  in  Winnipeg  8 
Nov  (RK),  an  American 
Redstart  at  Cold  L.  14  Oct 
( fide  THi),  and  single  Wil- 
son’s Warblers  at  Bow  Valley 
P.P,  AB  24  Oct  (RWe)  and  at 
Calgary  27  Oct  (MR). 
Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers— annual  but  rare 
throughout  the  Region — 
were  found  at  Medicine  Hat, 
AB  8 Sep  (DB,  BV),  in  Win- 
nipeg 18  Sep  (CA,  RP,  AW), 
at  Kinbrook  Island  P.P,  AB  8 
Oct  (KH),  at  Regina  late  Oct 
and  11  Nov  (BD,  K&GB), 
and  at  Saskatoon  24-27 
Nov  (KW,  m.  ob.). 

Noteworthy  were  a Sum- 
mer Tanager  at  a feeder  s.  of 
Winnipeg  late  Oct — 9 Nov 
( fide  LdM),  a Scarlet  Tan- 
ager at  Brandon,  MB  4 Nov  (HP,  ]H),  a Spot- 
ted Towhee  at  Spruce  Woods  P.P,  MB  10  Sep 
(CC  et  al),  and  another  at  S.R.V.  13  Sep,  the 
latter  the  first  for  the  valley  (WS).  A Lark 
Sparrow  at  Luck  L.,  SK  1 Oct  was  a full 
month  later  than  usual  (TB  et  al).  Also  late 
were  a Savannah  Sparrow  at  Grosse  Isle 
15-18  Nov  (KG),  a Song  Sparrow  at  Regina 
15  Nov  (TH),  and  a Chestnut-collared 
Longspur  at  Whitewater  L.  23  Sep  (RP,  AW). 
A Pine  Grosbeak  at  S.R.V  8 Sep  (WS,  RWe) 
was  very  early.  In  general,  winter  finches  were 
few  and  far  between  in  the  s.  parts  of  the 
provinces. 
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It  was  a very  dry  season  over  most  of  the 
Region,  with  average  temperatures  until 
unseasonably  cold  weather  arrived  in 
October.  Many  areas  were  nearly  ten 
degrees  Fahrenheit  below  average  for  the 
month,  and  it  was  the  third  coldest  October 
on  record  at  Glasgow,  Montana.  Small  and 
medium-sized  lakes  were  frozen  by  late 
October,  only  to  open  up  again  as  tempera- 
tures warmed  in  November.  Except  for  the 
Missouri  River  reservoirs,  freeze-up  came  in 
earnest  at  the  end  of  November. 

Numbers  of  regular  migrants  were  gener- 
ally low,  particularly  warblers  and  other 
passerines.  Perhaps  the  late,  cold  spring  led 
to  poor  nesting  success  to  the  north.  There 
were  good  numbers  of  late  lingerers,  and  it 
was  a good  season  for  casual  and  accidental 
species.  Larids  made  a particularly  strong 
showing,  with  numerous  reports  of  casual 
species. 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Casual  in  fall  in  Montana,  an  imm.  Red- 
throated  Loon  was  seen  17  Oct  at  Ft.  Peck 
(CC,  p.  a.).  Pacific  Loons  were  noted  in 
record  numbers  this  fall.  With  only  seven 
previous  records,  the  5 individuals  tallied  in 
South  Dakota  18  Oct — 9 Nov  were  unprece- 
dented. A single  Pacific  Loon  at  Hettinger, 
ND  16-20  Oct  provided  the  7th  report  for 
the  state  (REM,  DNS,  DAG,  p.  a.).  Now 
seemingly  regular  in  fall  in  Montana,  singles 
were  at  Tiber  Res.  28  Nov  (HM,  p.  a.)  and  at 
Great  Falls  25  Nov  (GS,  p.  a.). 

Red-necked  Grebes  made  a strong  show- 
ing late  in  the  season,  with  eight  Oct — Nov 
reports  across  the  Region.  A single  30  Nov 
in  Yankton  provided  the  latest  report  for 
South  Dakota  (DS,  JC).  Furnishing  a new 
fall  high  for  North  Dakota,  2000  Western 
Grebes  were  at  Horsehead  L.,  Kidder  30  Sep 
(REM). 

A Great  Egret  9 Nov  in  Brookings , SD  pro- 
vided the  latest  report  for  the  state  (JSP).  A 
new  high  count  for  South  Dakota,  400-500 
White-faced  Ibis  were  noted  in  Day  15  Sep 
(W.N.W.R.S).  Nesting  was  confirmed  for 
White-faced  Ibis  at  L.  Bertha,  Cass,  ND, 
adding  to  the  growing  number  of  nesting 
areas  in  the  state  (RHO,  DOL).  Turkey  Vul- 
tures peaked  at  52  in  Oliver,  ND  19  Sep,  a 
new  high  for  the  state  (HCT). 

SWANS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Trumpeter  Swan  sightings  in  the  e.  Dakotas 
continue  to  increase,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
growing  populations  in  Minnesota  and  Wis- 
consin. Casual  in  e.  South  Dakota,  6 Trum- 
peters were  in  Brown,  SD  29  Sep 
(S.L.N.W.R.S).  A single  Trumpeter  was 
noted  for  several  days  beginning  7 Aug  in 
Sargent,  ND  (DNS,  BS,  p.  a.),  and  2 were  in 
Kidder,  ND  29  Sep  (SJD,  p.  a.). 

Scoters  staged  the  most  impressive 
migration  in  years.  Casual  in  e.  South 


Dakota,  8 Surf  Scoter  reports  spanned  6 
Oct — 2 Nov.  Accidental  in  w.  South 
Dakota,  a single  was  in  Meade  19  Oct  (RFS, 
JSP,  p.  a.).  Many  Surf  Scoter  reports  were 
received  for  North  Dakota,  with  a peak  of 
9 on  21  Oct  at  Minot  (REM).  Four  reports 
from  e.  Montana  spanned  10  Oct — 25  Nov, 
with  a peak  of  13  at  Cooney  Res.  25  Oct 
(BJ).  Ten  White-winged  Scoter  reports 
came  from  North  Dakota  9 Oct — 10  Nov.  A 
single  was  at  Cooney  Res.,  MT  25  Nov  (RV, 
AC).  The  rarest  of  the  trio,  one  to  2 Black 
Scoters  were  at  Minot,  ND  16-28  Oct 
(REM).  Casual  in  South  Dakota,  4 Black 
Scoters  were  in  Ziebach  9 Oct  (DGP,  p.  a.) 
and  5 were  tallied  in  Yankton  16-17  Nov 
(JC,  RDO,  KM,  p.  a.).  Not  to  be  left  out,  a 
single  was  noted  at  Great  Falls,  MT  25  Nov 
(AN,  JN). 

A Barrows  Goldeneye  documented  at 
Audubon  N.W.R.,  ND  10  Nov  furnished  the 
15th  report  for  the  state  (REM,  DNS,  PS, 
p.a.).  Impressive  numbers  of  Swainson’s 
Hawks  were  noted  in  ne.  Montana,  with  240 
near  Reserve  and  200  near  Homestead  28 
Sep  (EM,  MR).  A Gyrfalcon  in  Sully,  SD  14 
Sep  provided  the  2nd  earliest  report  for  the 
state  (DB). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

A Piping  Plover  at  Bowdoin  N.W.R.,  MT  25 
Sep  was  late  (DP).  Casual  in  e.  North 
Dakota,  a Long-billed  Curlew  was  in 
Barnes  27  Aug  (DB).  Tying  the  high  fall 
count  for  North  Dakota,  50  Hudsonian 
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Godwits  were  in  Pierce  13  Aug  (DNS). 
Only  the  5th  fall  report  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Red  Knot  was  in  Hughes  8 Aug  (RDO). 
The  2nd  record  for  North  Dakota,  a 
Curlew  Sandpiper  was  photographed  at 
Minot  2-3  Aug  (BD,  REM,  DNS,  DOL).  A 
notable  peak  of  50  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers was  in  Sargent,  ND  7 Aug  (DNS, 
BS),  and  a single  28  Sep  in  Kingsbury  pro- 
vided the  latest  report  for  South  Dakota 
(JSP).  An  American  Woodcock  found  dead 
in  New  Town,  ND  10  Nov  furnished  the 
latest  record  for  the  state  (RS).  A Red 
Phalarope  5 Aug  in  Mountrail  provided  the 
14th  report  for  North  Dakota  (JPL,  DNS, 
REM,  p.  a.),  and  a single  14-15  Oct  in 
Sully,  SD  furnished  the  6th  report  for  the 
state  (KM,  RDO,  p.  a.) 

The  9th  and  10th  reports  for  North 
Dakota,  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  docu- 
mented at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.  24-25  Sep 
(PCV,  DNS,  p.  a.)  and  at  Garrison  Dam  28 
Sep— 6 Oct  (SJD,  DNS,  REM,  p.  a.).  Only 
the  3rd  report  for  South  Dakota,  a Long- 
tailed Jaeger  was  documented  in  Clay  13 
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Sep  (JC,  p.  a.).  Rare  gull  reports  were  ram- 
pant in  the  Dakotas.  A Little  Gull  in 
Hughes , SD  12  Nov  furnished  the  6th 
report  for  the  state  (RDO,  p.  a.).  In  North 
Dakota  the  7th  and  8th  reports 
were  documented  6 Sep  at  Minot 
(REM,  p.  a.)  and  7-9  Nov  at 
Devil’s  L.  (EEF,  DOL,  REM,  p.  a.). 

The  5th  report  for  South  Dakota, 
a Mew  Gull  was  documented  in 
Stanley  22  Oct — 1 Nov  (RDO, 

KM,  p.  a.).  Two  Mew  Gulls  were 
documented  in  North  Dakota, 
the  9th  and  10th  reports.  A juv. 
was  at  Garrison  Dam  29  Sep 
(SJD,  REM,  DNS,  p.  a.),  and  an 
ad.  was  seen  at  Audubon  N.W.R. 
and  Garrison  Dam  10-16  Nov 
(DNS,  PS,  REM,  p.  a.).  Lesser- 
black-backed  Gulls  got  into  the 
act  with  South  Dakota’s  5th 
report  7 Aug — 18  Oct  in  Stanley 
(RDO,  p.  a.).  In  North  Dakota, 
single  Lesser  Black-backeds  were 
at  Garrison  Dam  13  Oct  and  30 
Nov  (REM,  DNS,  p.  a.).  These  provided 
the  9th  and  10th  reports  for  the  state.  A 
Glaucous  Gull  at  Fort  Peck,  MT  15  Oct 
was  very  early  (CC). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WAXW1NGS 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Westby,  MT  9 Aug 
furnished  the  3rd  record  for  e.  Montana 
(TN).  The  2nd  record  for  Montana,  a 
White-winged  Dove  was  videotaped  near 
Saco  and  remained  4-23  Aug  (HMi).  The 
5th  report  for  Montana,  3-6  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  were  at  Fairfield  9-15  Nov  (MS, 
CP,  SF,  p.  a.).  The  species  also  continued  at 
three  locations  in  North  Dakota.  A Snowy 
Owl  2 Oct  in  Brown , SD  provided  the  earli- 
est date  for  the  state  (S.L.N.W.R.S).  The 
number  of  Snowy  Owls  was  low,  with  only 
9 birds  reported  from  Montana  and  North 
Dakota. 

The  3rd  report  for  North  Dakota,  a 
Plumbeous  Vireo  was  photographed  at 
Minot  25-31  Aug  (BD,  REM,  DNS,  p.  a.). 
Providing  the  2nd  local  record,  a Mountain 
Chickadee  was  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  25  Nov+ 


(CC).  Furnishing  the  latest  reports  for 
South  Dakota,  a Rock  Wren  was  in  Meade 
20  Oct  (REP),  and  a Sedge  Wren  was  noted 
in  Yankton  1 1 Nov  (DS).  A Carolina  Wren 


frequenting  a feeder  in  Bismarck,  ND  2 
Nov+  provided  the  4th  report  for  the  state, 
and  the  2nd  documented  (DNS,  p.  a.).  Win- 
ter Wrens  made  a stellar  showing  in  North 
Dakota,  with  12  reports  28  Sep — 12  Nov. 
Very  few  Bohemian  Waxwings  were 
reported. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  REDPOLLS 

Furnishing  the  latest  report  for  North 
Dakota,  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was 
in  Grand  Forks  8 Nov  (EEF).  The  latest 
ever  for  their  respective  states.  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  in  Grand 
Forks,  ND  4 Nov  (BL)  and  in  Brookings, 
SD  9 Nov  (JSP).  A Blackburnian  Warbler 
at  Westby,  MT  20  Aug  provided  the  first 
local  record  at  this  e.  Montana  warbler 
hotspot  (TN,  MN).  The  5th  report  for 
South  Dakota,  a Yellow-throated  Warbler 
was  documented  in  Meade  21  Sep  (DGP, 
p.  a.).  The  Flooded  Warbler  pho- 
tographed in  Brown,  SD  3-6  Oct  provided 
the  4th  fall  record  for  the  state  (DAT). 

Noteworthy  were  five  reports  of  Spotted 


Towhee  at  Fargo,  including  the  last  on  16 
Nov  (DPW).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  4-9 
Nov  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  provided  the  3rd 
Nov  report  for  the  state  (EEF).  Rarely 
reported  after  Aug  in  North 
Dakota,  Baird’s  Sparrows  were 
noted  28  Sep  in  McLean  (DNS) 
and  5 Oct  in  McHenry  (DNS, 
REM).  The  latest  reports  for  North 
Dakota,  a Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  was  in  Grand  Forks  25 
Oct  and  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was 
in  the  same  county  27  Nov  (EEF). 
Also  in  Grand  Forks,  ND,  White- 
throated  Sparrows  peaked  at  600 
on  4 Oct  for  a new  state  high 
(EEF).  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
at  a Valley  City,  ND  feeder  3 Nov 
furnished  the  3rd  Nov  report  for 
the  state  (AI,  KM).  Orchard  Ori- 
oles feeding  young  in  Ward,  ND 
25  Aug  were  very  late  (REM),  and 
5 in  Steele,  ND  14  Sep  tied  the  lat- 
est report  for  the  state  (DLK). 
Only  2 Common  Redpoll  reports 
were  received,  totaling  3 individuals. 

Contributors  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
MONTANA:  Charles  Carlson,  Ann  Cowan, 
Sharon  Fuller,  Barbara  Jaquith,  Elizabeth 
Madden,  Harriet  Marble,  Holly  Minerath, 
Alan  Nelson,  Mathew  Nordhagen,  Ted 
Nordhagen,  John  Nordrum,  Dwain  Prell- 
witz,  Caleb  Putnam,  Mike  Rabenberg,  Mike 
Schwitters,  Gorham  Swanberg,  Ruth  Van- 
derhorst.  NORTH  DAKOTA:  Dave  Brandt, 
Bob  Danley,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Corey  D. 
Ellingson,  Eve  E.  Freeberg,  Dave  A.  Grif- 
fiths, Amy  Igl,  Don  L.  Kubischta,  Dave  O. 
Lambeth,  Jack  P Lefor,  Bob  Lewis,  Ron  E. 
Martin,  Kathy  Mushet,  Robert  H.  O’Connor, 
Rita  Satermo,  Bryan  Stotts,  Dan  N.  Svingen, 
Peder  Svingen,  H.  Clark  Talkington,  Paul  C. 
Van  Ningen,  Dennis  P.  Wiesenbom.  SOUTH 
DAKOTA:  Doug  BaCklund,  Jay  Carlisle, 
Kenny  Miller,  Ricky  D.  Olson,  Jeffrey  S. 
Palmer,  Randy  E.  Podoll,  D.  George  Prisbe, 
Sand  Lake  N.W.R.  Staff,  Robb  E Schenck, 
Dave  Swanson,  Dan  A.  Tallman,  Waubay 
N.W.R.  Staff.  £ 


The  second  documented  record  for  North  Dakota,  this  Carolina  Wren  appeared  at  a 
Bismarck  feeder  in  early  November  2002  (here  1 1 November)  and  was  still  present 
at  the  end  of  the  period.  Photograph  by  Peder  Svingen. 


Assist  in  bird  conservation,  research,  and  outreach 
in  the  Neotropics  by  donating  your  used  but  still 
functional  birding  equipment  to  Birders7  Exchange. 


Birders  Exchange 


We  collect  binoculars,  spotting  scopes,  neotropical  field  guides,  and  backpacks  for  distribution  to  research 
and  education  organizations  in  the  Neotropics.  We  also  accept  financial  contributions  to  support  the  program. 

Please  send  your  donations  to:  Birders'  Exchange,  American  Birding  Association, 

720  West  Monument  Street,  PO  Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934. 


http://americanbirdmg.orgi 
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In  general,  this  was  a difficult  season  in 
which  to  see  patterns.  There  was  good  bind- 
ing to  be  had,  although  some  commented 
on  a dearth  of  landbirds,  particularly  sparrows. 
Western  and  mountain  species,  particularly 
corvids,  may  have  wandered  eastward  out  of 
drought-striken  western  areas.  There  were 
some  major  movements  of  waterfowl,  particu- 
larly on  the  expected  October  and  November 
fronts.  The  Plains  at  this  time  exhibit  some  of 
their  former  grandeur  in  central  Oklahoma, 
with  almost  nightly  passages  of  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  during  late  October,  followed  by 
skeins  of  Snow  Geese  in  early  November.  West- 
ern stretches  of  the  Region  probably  receive  a 
higher  level  of  attention  in  this  report,  but  it 
seems  here  that  distributions  of  many  species 
are  poorly  known,  particularly  during  migra- 
tions. Here,  too,  is  the  excitement  of  being  at 
the  intermingling  point  of  two  avifaunas. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Cheyenne 
Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton , KS);  McConaughy  (L. 
McConaughy,  Keith , NE);  Red  Slough  (Red 
Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK);  Tenkiller  (L. 
Tenkiller,  Cherokee,  OK). 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Among  the  Regions  avifauna!  changes  in 
recent  years  is  the  increasing  frequency  of 
loons  of  all  species.  This  season,  Red-throated 
Loons  were  reported  in  Lancaster,  NE  26  Oct 
(JGJ),  Miami,  KS  9 Nov  (NL,  JS),  Cowley,  KS 
27  Nov  (MT,  KG),  and  Tenkiller  27  & 29  Nov 
(JWA  et  ah).  Pacific  Loons  were  noted  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  31  Oct  (JGJ)  and  11  Nov  (LE), 
Scott,  KS  1 Nov  (T&SH),  and  Meade,  KS  9 Nov 
(SP,  CH),  with  one  to  2 at  Tenkiller  beginning 
28  Oct  (JWA).  Single  Yellow-billed  Loons,  still 
very  rare  in  the  Region,  were  spotted  in  Clark, 
KS  10-19  Nov  (SP,  CH,  m.  ob.)  and  at  Tenkiller 
27  Nov  (JWA).  Very  early  was  the  Horned 
Grebe  at  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  24  Aug  (WRS).  Red- 
necked Grebes  are  also  being  reported  more 
frequently,  with  singles  in  Lancaster,  NE  30 
Oct  and  16  Nov  (JGJ),  Cowley,  KS  12  Nov 
(SMo,  MT),  Tulsa  16-29  Nov  (BC,  TM,  JWA), 
Chase,  NE  18  Nov  (DSt),  and  Knox/Cedar,  NE 
15-17  Nov  (MB). 

Spectacular  post-breeding  buildups  of  West- 
ern Grebes  occur  at  McConaughy,  with  30,000 
the  high  number  this  season  22  Sep  (WRS). 
Only  a sprinkling  of  Westerns  occurs  across 
the  rest  of  the  Region,  with  about  25  reported 
from  e.  Nebraska  ( fide  WRS),  17  from  Kansas 
( fide  LM),  and  only  2 from  Oklahoma  ( fide 
JWA).  Only  2 Clarks  Grebe  were  reported  from 
Nebraska,  in  Cherry  1 Sep  (MB),  with  Kansas 
singles  in  Russell  11  Nov  (MR,  ER),  Scott  (CG, 
MG)  and  Sedgwick  23  Nov  (CG,  PJ).  Surprises 
were  the  single  Brown  Pelicans  in 
Pawnee/Osage,  OK  15  Sep  (SM)  and  1 Oct  (BG 
et  ah),  Alfalfa,  OK  4-6  Oct  (RS,  SM,  CP),  and 
Marion,  KS  23-31  Oct  (TR,  m.  ob.).  Away  from 
se.  Oklahoma,  Neotropic  Cormorants  were 
reported  from  Sedgwick,  KS  13  Oct  (DV,  FV) 
and  Wagoner , OK  14  Oct  (JWA). 

Unexpected  were  single  Least  Bitterns  in 


Sarpy,  NE  8 Sep  (GS)  and  Lancaster,  NE  7 Oct 
(*UNSM  18154;  TEL,  ET).  Among  the  more 
exceptional  lingering  ciconiids  were  a Great 
Egret  in  Lancaster,  NE  15  Nov  (LE)  and  a 
Green  Heron  in  Johnson,  KS  1 Nov  (WCT).  Up 
to  8 Roseate  Spoonbills  visited  Red  Slough 
through  19  Sep  (DA,  m.  ob.).  A spoonbill  wan- 
dered n.  to  Creek,  OK  10-13  Sep  (JPe).  The 
peak  count  of  Wood  Storks  was  110  on  11  Aug 
at  Red  Slough  (BH) — the  only  area  hosting 
even  one. 

Two  Trumpeter  Swans  wandered  s.  to  Pot- 
tawatomie, KS  24  Nov  (CA),  with  2 in  Russell, 
KS  27  Nov  (MR,  ER).  An  imm.  Tundra  Swan  in 
Saunders,  NE  31  Oct  (JGJ)  was  early.  To  esti- 
mate 180,000  Snow  Geese — as  in  Jewell,  KS  9 
Nov  (HA) — is  both  a task  and  a joy.  Black-bel- 
lied Whistling-Ducks  were  reported  from 
McCurtain,  OK,  with  2 ad.  and  9 imm.  birds 
present  at  one  location  18  Sep — 18  Nov  (CS, 
BH  et  al),  and  from  Tillman,  OK,  where  25 
were  reported  21  Oct  (KM).  A Mottled  Duck 
visited  Red  Slough  20  Aug — 4 Sep  (DA,  BH  et 
al.).  American  Black  Ducks  have  become  more 
often  reported  in  recent  times.  Singles  were 
noted  in  Osage,  KS  9 Nov  (BF,  BAS),  Mitchell, 
KS  9 Nov  (HA),  and  Cedar,  NE  16  Nov  (JC). 
Likewise,  Greater  Scaup  are  being  more  fre- 
quently noted,  this  season  as  early  as  30  Oct. 


Joseph  A.Grzybowski 

715  Elmwood  Drive 
Norman,  Oklahoma  73072 
(jgrzybowski@ucok.edu) 


Long-tailed  Ducks  were  documented  as 
exceptionally  early  as  28  Sep — 5 Oct  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  (KD,  AK,  PD,  DD).  The  only  others 
reported  were  in  Knox,  NE  15-17  Nov  (JC, 
MB),  Geary,  KS  29  Nov  (2  birds;  CO),  and 
again  later  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  4-14  Nov  (KD, 
AK).  A “fantastic  male”  Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
was  in  Douglas,  NE  15  Nov  (JGJ). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Casual  westward,  a Broad-winged  Hawk  was 
noted  at  Kimball,  NE  5 Oct  (JG),  with  2 in  Mor- 
ton, KS  21  Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG).  Merlin  reports 
continue  to  maintain  their  high  levels  of  recent 
years,  while  numbers  of  Peregrine  Falcons 
seemed  a bit  lower  this  season,  with  only  8 
reported  from  Nebraska — the  first  on  4 Aug  in 
Harlan,  NE  (GH,  WH) — and  5 seen  in  Kansas 
(fide  LM),  4 in  Oklahoma  (fide  JWA). 
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Scoters,  still  a "birder  delicacy"  in  the  Region,  staged  a respectable  flight  this  season.  An  imm.  Surf  was  shot  in  Cherry,  ME 
1 9 Oct  ( fide  BM).  Eight  others  were  reported  from  Nebraska  ( fide  WRS),  at  least  24  from  Kansas  beginning  22  Oct,  and  4 
from  Oklahoma,  the  first  23  Oct  ( fide  JWAJ.The  rarer  White-winged  Scoter  was  reported  from  Lancaster,  NE  31  Oct  (2  birds;  J6J), 
Gosper,  NE  2 Nov  (LR,RH),  Oklahoma  City  4 Nov  (MO,  JAG), Morton,  KS  5 Nov  (l&RS),and  Douglas,  KS 16  Nov  (GP).The  rarest  scoter, 
Black,  provided  a slightly  better  showing  this  season,  with  an  imm.  shot  in  Cherry,  NE  1 9 Oct  (fide  BM),  one  in  Johnson,  KS  30  Oct 
(ML),  one  in  Noble,  OK  7 Nov  (JWA),  3 in  Sarpy,  NE  16  Nov  (JGJ),  2 in  Cedar,  NE  1 6 Nov  (JC),  and  one  in  Tulsa  25  Nov  (JWA). 


A Crested  Caracara,  the  first  documented 
for  the  Region,  was  present  4-7  Nov  in  Noble , 
OK  (SSh,  in.  ob.).  From  the  other  corner  of  the 
continent,  single  Gyrfalcons  were  identified  6 
Nov  in  Rush,  KS  (SS)  and  9 Nov  in  Osage , KS 
(BF,  BAS). 

Nesting  of  Soras  was  confirmed  in  Dakota , 
NE  26  Sep  when  2 ads.  and  a juv.  were  noted 
(BFH).  The  only  reports  of  Yellow  Rail  came 
from  Red  Slough,  with  singles  22  Oct  & 29 
Nov  (DA).  A well-observed  Black  Rail  at  Red 
Slough  29  Aug  (DA)  provided  a new  locality  in 
the  Region  for  this  elusive  species.  A single 
Purple  Gallinule  was  noted  at  Red  Slough 
through  20  Aug  (BTT  et  al.). 

What  may  be  dwindling  reports  of  migrant 
Piping  Plovers  included  only  singles  in  Dou- 
glas, KS  2 Aug  (GP),  Texas,  OK  15  Aug  (JWA, 
JSt),  and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  21-31  Aug  (CW,  MB); 
up  to  2 were  seen  at  Red  Slough  19  Aug — 4 Sep 
(BH,  DA).  However,  at  McConaughy,  the 
breeding  season  for  this  species  seemed  better: 
front  69  nests  and  232  eggs,  there  were  206 
chicks,  of  which  132  fledged  (GW,  fide  SJD). 

Shorebirds  can  be  highlights  of  the  season, 
but  fall  water  conditions  tend  to  be  ephemeral 
and  unpredictable  in  the  Plains.  Among  the 
more  unusual  species  was  a Red  Knot  6 Oct  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  (MG,  WCT).  Only  7 West- 
ern Sandpipers  were  reported  from  Nebraska 
( fide  WRS),  and  fewer  than  20  were  noted 
among  the  “peep”  at  Oklahoma  City  lakes  this 
fall  (JAG). 

A well-documented  juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
piper in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  18  Sep  (CW)  was  the 
3rd  documented  for  Nebraska  and  the  Region. 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  passed  through  the  e. 
parts  of  the  Region  as  late  as  9 Sep  (fide  WRS, 
LM,  JWA);  the  high  count  was  157  in  Sedg- 
wick, KS  7 Aug  (JQ). 

Impressive  was  the 
count  of  5,000  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  6 
Oct  (MR).  Somewhat 
of  a seasonal  surprise 
was  a Wilsons  Snipe  at 
Red  Slough  7 Aug  (DA, 

MS).  The  high  counts 
of  Red-necked 

Phalaropes  this  season 
were  24  in  Cimarron, 

OK  12  Sep  (SM),  and 
14  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
24  Aug  (WRS);  up  to 
12  were  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  15  Sep  (BE  GJ, 
CG).  Much  more  unusual  were  single  Red 
Phalaropes  observed  in  Seward,  KS  18  Sep  (SP) 


and  in  Phelps,  NE  21  Sep  (LR,  RH). 

Only  one  jaeger  was  reported  from  the 
Region  this  season,  a Parasitic  in  Meade,  KS  6 
Oct  (MT,  m.  ob.);  reports  have  been  fewer  in 
recent  autumns.  Perhaps  the  Plains  spectacle  of 
the  season  was  the  300,000  Franklin’s  Gulls 
and  100,000  Ring-billed  Gulls  estimated  at 
Calamus  Res.,  Loup/Gaifield,  NE  29  Sep  (LR, 
RH),  with  50,000  to 
100,000  Franklins  in 
Geary,  KS  25  Sep  (CO). 

Collectively,  these  may 
represent  over  50%  of 
the  world  population  of 
Franklin’s  Gull.  Vagrant 
Laughing  Gulls  wan- 
dered to  Cheyenne  Bot- 
toms 13  Aug  (ad.;  CG) 
and  19  Aug  & 15  Sep 
(first-year  birds;  MR,  BF, 

GJ),  with  a second-win- 
ter bird  in  Oklahoma 
City  6 Sep  (MO,  JAG) 
and  a single  16  & 27 
Sep  in  Osage,  OK 
(JWA).  An  ad.  Mew 
Gull  was  photographed 
in  Cedar,  NE  6-8  Nov  (JC,  MB).  Away  from  w. 
Nebraska,  reports  of  California  Gull  included 
an  ad.  in  Lancaster,  NE  26  Oct  (JGJ),  at  least 
one  ad.  in  Oklahoma  City  16  Aug — 12  Sep 
(JWA,  MO,  JAG),  another  ad.  in  Johnston,  OK 
11  Oct  (JWA,  SM),  and  first-winter  birds  in 
Reno,  KS  19  Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG),  Russell,  KS  13 
Oct  (MR),  Douglas,  KS  9 Nov  (MG  et  al.),  and 
Oklahoma  City  9 Nov  (JAG). 

Only  2 Thayer’s  Gulls  were  reported,  both 
from  Nebraska:  a first-winter  bird  in  Knox  1 
Nov  (JC)  and  an  ad.  there  24  Nov  (JC).  Two 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls, 
also  a lower  number  than 
in  recent  years,  were 
reported,  one  at 
McConaughy  19  (CW)  & 
21  Sep  (WRS),  and  one 
from  Cowley,  KS  19  Nov 
(GY).  Only  two  reports  of 
Sabine’s  Gull  were  received, 
one  from  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
18  Sep  (CW)  and  a juv.  in 
Pierce,  NE  11  Oct  (SB,  fide 
MB).  Only  a few  seasons 
ago,  over  30  were  reported! 
And  our  Where’s-Waldo 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  was 
an  ad.  in  Knox,  NE  24  Oct  (MB)  through  8 Nov 
(JC).  A small  scattering  of  Common  Terns 
spanned  18  Aug  (in  Dixon,  NE;  BFH)  to  14  Oct 


(in  Oklahoma  City;  JAG).  Tardy  was  a Black 
Tern  in  Oklahoma  City  4 Oct  (JAG). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-winged  Dove  was  still  surprisingly  as 
far  n.  as  Kimball,  NE  26  Aug  (CW),  part  of  the 
continued  expansion.  Several  groups  have 
established  themselves  in  Lawton,  Oklahoma 
City,  and  El  Reno,  OK.  Inca  Doves  are  also  scat- 
tered out  over  the  s.  parts  of  the  Region,  with  a 
high  count  this  season  of  10  in  Stevens,  KS  22 
Sep  (SS,  MR,  DK).  A Common  Ground-Dove, 
quite  the  rarity,  was  in  Sedgwick,  KS  8 Oct  (RG 
et  al.).  Single  Snowy  Owls  were  in  Burt,  NE  26 
Nov  (fide  WRS)  and  Holt,  NE  28  Nov  (DSt), 
perhaps  an  echo  of  last  year’s  invasion.  Quite 
tardy  was  a Common  Nighthawk 
12  Nov  (!)  in  Osage,  KS  (EW);  any 
nighthawk  this  late  should  be 
checked  for  vagrant  species. 

Curious  was  a major  push  of 
Western  Wood-Pewees  in  Kimball, 
NE  12  Aug,  when  34  were 
counted  (KD).  A topic  that  will 
likely  maintain  long-term  debate 
because  of  the  identification 
issues  involved  is  the  fall  migra- 
tion of  E mpidonax  flycatchers 
through  w.  stretches  of  the  Region. 
Hammond’s  Flycatcher  is  a regular 
fall  migrant  in  the  Nebraska  Pan- 
handle and  is  one  of  the  easier 
etnpids  to  identify  structurally 
and  by  plumage  at  that  time  of 
year,  although  discernment  is 
required.  Four  were  reported  from  the 
Nebraska  Panhandle  (fide  WRS),  including  one 
well  photographed  in  Cheyenne  19  Sep  (CW). 
Three  were  reported  from  w.  Kansas  (fide  LM). 
Possible  Gray  Flycatchers  were  noted  in  Kim- 
ball, NE  24  Aug  (WRS)  and  4 Sep  (JF). 
Another  possible  Gray  was  reported  in  Morton, 
KS  21  Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG).  Dusky  Flycatchers 
were  documented  from  Kimball,  NE  24  (WRS) 
& 31  Aug  (MB).  In  the  ongoing  debate  on  the 
Cordilleran/Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  issue, 
there  is  increasing  concern  that  Pacific-slopes 
are  potentially  passing  through  the  Region.  A 
hatch-year  “Western”  Flycatcher  was  pho- 
tographed in  Kimball,  NE  24-26  Aug  (WRS, 
CW);  no  details  were  provided  for  2 other 
Nebraska  birds  noted  as  late  as  7 Sep  (fide 
WRS).  Possible  Cordillerans  were  reported 
fromTizmey,  KS  12  Aug  (S&D5  et  al.)  and  Mor- 
ton, KS  21  Sep  (SS,  MR,  DK).  “Westerns”  also 
were  identified  in  Cimarron,  OK  28-30  Aug 
(JWA,  JSt).  Ad.  and  imm.  Vermilion  Flycatch- 
ers were  present  at  several  locations  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK  10  Aug  (JAG)  to  14  Sep  (PS,  JL,  m. 
ob.).  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  in  Scott,  KS 
14  Aug  (T&SS)  was  a vagrant.  Quite  tardy  was 
a carefully  studied  Western  Kingbird  in  Sher- 
man, NE  14  Oct  (MB). 

Northern  Shrikes  appeared  to  make  a better- 
than-average  showing,  with  12  reported  from 
Nebraska  (fide  WRS)  and  8 from  Kansas  (fide 


One  of  few  adult  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  ever  recorded 
in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  was  this  bird 
at  Gavin's  Point  Bam,  Knox  County,  Nebraska 
3 November  2002.  Photograph  by  Terri Sohl. 


The  first  documented  Crested  Caracara  far 
the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  was  this 
adult  near  Perry,  Noble  County,  Oklahoma 
4-7  November  2002.  The  species  was  found, 
potentially  as  genuine  vagrants,  from  central 
California  to  Iowa  to  New  Brunswick,  Canada 
this  season,  almost  all  subadult  or  juvenile 
birds.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 
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• The  western  Kansas  hummingbird  phenomenon  spread  this  season!  Suffice  it  to  say  that  both  Ruby-throated  and  Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds  were  seen  in  small  numbers  in  western  Kansas.  Calliope  Hummingbirds,  now  so  numerous  that  they  are  diffi- 
cult to  track,  included  up  to  3 birds  at  three  locations  in  Cimarron,  OK  4 Aug— 20  Sep  (SM,  JWA,  m.  ob.).  One  was  photographed  e.  to  Custer, 

OK  1 7 Aug  (J&DR).  Kansas  signed  in  with  up  to  4 Calliopes  at  several  feeders  in  Finney,  KS  4 Aug — 1 3 Sep  (MOs, T&SS,  m. ob.),  while  reports 
of  one  to  3 Calliopes  came  from  Sherman  (JP),  Sedgwick  (NC),  Haskell  (J&NC),  and  Morton,  KS  (BPe,  PJ,  m.  ob.)  as  late  as  20  Sep.  Five  or  6 
were  reported  from  Nebraska,  the  easternmost  and  only  record  outside  the  Nebraska  Panhandle  being  in  Knox  19  Aug — 13  Sep  (MB,  BP, 

LP.m.ob.);  others  in  the  Panhandle  spanned  24-31  Aug,  including  documented 
birds  in  Scotts  Bluff  24  (KD)  & 25  Aug  (WRS),  and  Kimball  26-31  Aug  (CW,  MB). 

In  Nebraska,  a Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  appeared  surprisingly  far  e.  in 
Knox  18-30  Aug  (MB),  with  5 reported  from  the  Panhandle  {fide  WRS).  Up  to 
3 Broad-taileds  were  noted  at  any  one  time  in  Finney,  KS  1 Aug — 14  Sep 
(MOs,  T&SS,  m.  ob.),  including  at  least  one  male  8 Aug.  They  were  reported 
from  five  other  Kansas  counties  ( Sedgwick , Elsworth,  Haskell,  Bush,  and  Mor- 
ton; fide  LM).  Although  actually  a tougher  identification  than  is  the  Calliope, 
the  number  of  reports  still  suggests  that  Broad-taileds  migrate  regularly 
through  at  least  w.  Kansas.  Perhaps  12  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  reported 

from  the  Nebraska  Panhandle  through  20  Sep  (fide  WRS).  High  counts  of  7+  occurred  at  individual  feeders  in  Pawnee,  KS  22  Aug 
(SS)  and  Finney,  KS  13  Sep  (T&SS),  with  8 noted  at  several  locations  in  Cimarron, OK  1 Sep  (JWA,  JAG). 

With  ail  these,  one  would  expect  at  least  one  colossal  find.  It  came:  a male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  first  for  the  Region, 
that  appeared  in  Comanche,  OK  in  mid-Oct  and  remained  through  the  end  of  the  period  (KM,m.ob.). 


A Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  first  for  the  South- 
ern Great  Plains  Region,  appeared  in  Lawton, 
Comanche  County,  Oklahoma  in  mid-October  2Q02 
(here  21  October)  and  stayed  through  the  period. 

Photograph  by  Kurt  Meizenzahl. 


Among  the  impressive  showing  of  Calliope  Humming- 
birds, particularly  in  the  southern  Great  Plains,  was  this 
bird,  the  second  for  Oklahoma  in  Cimarron  County 
4 August  2002.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


LM).  A Plumbeous  Vireo  was  reported  e.  to 
Grant,  NE  1 Sep  (MB),  for  only  the  2nd  record 
outside  the  Nebraska  Panhandle.  Only  one 
other  was  reported,  from  Cimarron,  OK  12  Sep 
(SM).  Curiously,  the  story  of  Cassin's  Vireo 
continues  to  change,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
reckon  how  birders’  changing  expectations 
might  bias  patterns  of  reporting;  some  birds 
reported  could  certainly  be  the  easily-confused 
imm.  female  Blue-headed  Vireos.  Nonetheless, 
4 Cassin’s  were  reported  from  Kimball,  NE  26 
Aug — 2 Sep  ( fide  WRS),  3 from  Morton,  KS  31 
Aug — 22  Sep  (fide  LM),  and  one  from  Cimar- 
ron, OK  30  Aug  (JWA,  JSt).  Only  one  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  was  reported  in  the  Region  this  fall, 
that  in  Sarpy,  NE  31  Aug  (CNK). 

Among  western  corvids  appearing  on  the 
Plains,  the  rarest,  Clark’s  Nutcracker,  made  it 
to  Sioux,  NE  8 Nov  (WM).  Steller’s  Jays 
appeared  at  two  locations  in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep 
(SS  et  al.;  GP  et  al  ).  Outstanding  were  the  60+ 
Western  Scrub-Jays  noted  in  Morton,  KS  31 
Aug — 1 Sep  (m.  ob.),  with  another  20+  occur- 
ring through  the  season  in  adjacent  counties  e. 
to  Clark,  KS  (PJ,  CG,  KG).  And  6 Pinyon  Jays 
were  seen  at  two  locations  in  Morton,  KS  21 
Sep,  likely  the  same  birds  (PJ  et  al.;  GP  et  al.). 

Probably  more  regular,  and  now  more 
looked-for,  2-3  Violet-green  Swallows  were 
located  in  Cimarron,  OK  1 Sep  (JTVA),  with  2 
there  12  Sep  (PS,  JL)  and  one  in  Morton,  KS  1 
Sep  (BPe,  CW).  Quite  tardy  was  a Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  in  Linn,  KS  9 Nov  (MG 
et  al.).  Quite  early  were  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  11  Aug  and  1 Sep  in  Cimarron,  OK 
(JAG).  Straying  e.  from  breeding  areas  was  a 
Rock  Wren  in  Sedgwick,  KS  29  Nov  (JB).  Single 
Sage  Thrashers  were  found  in  Kimball,  NE  31 
Aug  (MB)  and  4 Sep  (JF),  with  3 in  Morton,  KS 
20  Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG).  A Curve -billed  Thrasher 


wandered  far  n.  to  Sioux,  NE  20  Oct  (KD  fide 
AK).  Two  Curve-billeds  were  e.  to  Meade,  KS 
13  Nov  (TF). 

Warblers  fall  into  several  categories.  Among 
the  more  exceptionally  tardy  were  a Northern 
Parula  13  Oct  at  Red  Slough  (DA,  MD),  a Yel- 
low Warbler  30  Oct  in  Pawnee,  KS  (SS),  and  a 
Blackburnian  Warbler  2 Nov  in  Dixon , NE  (JJ). 
Quite  early  were  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
carefully  identified  as  the  mountain  race 
orestera  24  Aug  in  Kimball,  NE  (WRS),  and  an 
imm.  Audubon’s  Warbler  1 Sep  in  Cimarron, 
OK  (JAG).  Western  warblers  edging  onto  the 
Plains  included  Virginia’s  in  Kimball,  NE  26 
(CW)  & 31  Aug  (MB)  and  4 Sep  (JF),  plus  sin- 
gles in  Morton , KS  (BPe,  CW)  and  Cimarron, 
OK  GAG,  JWA)  1 Sep.  The  rarer  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  was  observed  in  Grant, 
NE  1 Sep  (MB),  Morton,  KS  1 Sep  (TH,  CG), 
and  Sedgwick,  KS  15  Sep  (PJ).  About  6 
Townsend’s  Warblers  were  reported  from  the 
Nebraska  Panhandle  21  Aug — 4 Sep  (fide 
WRS),  with  at  least  4 in  Cimarron,  OK  30 
Aug — 12  Sep  (m.  ob.).  Westerly  was  a Canada 
Warbler  in  Morton,  KS  31  Aug  (BPe,  CW).  Sin- 
gle westerly  Pine  Warblers  were  in  Cheyenne, 
NE  19  Sep  (CW)  and  Sedgwick,  KS  7 (PJ)  & 15 
Sep  (CG).  Very  rare  was  a Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  4 Oct  (KD).  Also  far 
afield  were  a male  Kentucky  Warbler  in  Siotrx, 
NE  20  Sep  (HKH),  the  first  Panhandle  record, 
and  a male  Hooded  Warbler  in  Lancaster,  NE 
21  Sep  (LE). 

Single  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  in 
Lancaster,  NE  28  Sep  and  19-20  Oct  (LE)  were 
good  finds,  as  were  up  to  5 in  Douglas,  KS  12- 
21  Oct  (AP,  DK1  et  al.)  and  2 at  Red  Slough  8 
Oct  (DA,  BH).  Surprisingly  early  were  a Song 
Sparrow  in  Cimarron,  OK  1 Sep  GAG,  JWA) 
and  a Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Lancaster,  NE  22  Sep 


(LE).  An  amazing  count  of  500  Bobolinks  was 
made  in  Dixon,  NE  7-15  Sep  GJ)-  Four  Snow 
Buntings  in  Jefferson,  KS  9 Nov  (SP,  CH)  were 
the  only  ones  reported  for  the  season. 

Cited  observers:  (area  editors  in  boldface): 
KANSAS:  Henry  Armknecht,  Charles  Ander- 
son, James  Barnes,  Nick  Clausen,  Jack  & 
Norma  Conover,  Tom  Flowers,  Bob  Fisher, 
Matt  Gearheart,  Chet  Gresham,  Kevin  Groe- 
neweg,  Rick  Goodrick,  Tyler  Hicks,  Chris 
Hobbs,  Pete  Janzen,  Gary  Johnson,  Don  Kaz- 
maier,  Dan  Kluza  (DK1),  Mark  Land,  Nancy 
Leo,  Lloyd  Moore,  Scott  Morrical  (SMo),  Marie 
Osterbuhr  (MOs),  Chuck  Otte,  Galen  Pittman, 
John  Palmquist,  Brandon  Percival  (BPe),  Alexis 
Powell,  Sebastian  Patti,  Jane  Queal,  Mike  Rader, 
Ellen  Rader,  Traci  Robb,  Tom  & Sara  Shane, 
Diane  Seltman,  Scott  Seltman,  Jo  Seamon, 
Lawrence  & Ruth  Smith,  Max  Thompson,  Will 
Chatfield  Taylor,  Don  Vannoy,  Fran  Vannoy, 
Chris  Wood,  Edge  Wade,  Gene  Young. 
NEBRASKA:  Mark  Brogie,  Scott  Buss,  Jay 
Carlisle,  Kathy  DeLara,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore, 
Dean  Drawbaugh,  Phyllis  Drawbaugh,  Larry 
Einemann,  Joe  Fontaine,  Robin  Harding,  Helen 
K.  Hughson,  Bill  E Huser,  Jan  Johnson,  Joel  G. 
Jorgensen,  Alice  Kenitz,  Clem  N.  Klaphake, 
Thomas  E.  Labedz,  Brad  McKinney,  Wayne 
Mollhoff,  Babs  Padelford,  Loren  Padelford, 
Larry'  Randolph,  W.  Ross  Silcock,  Dave  Stage 
(DSt),  Greg  Stoiber,  Emily  Thaden,  Gabe  Wil- 
son, Chris  Wood.  OKLAHOMA:  Dave  Arbour, 
James  W.  Arterburn,  Bill  Carrell,  M.  Dillon, 
Bob  Germany,  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  Berlin 
Heck,  Jo  Loyd,  Kurt  Meisenzahl,  Steve  Metz, 
Terry  Mitchell,  Mitchell  Oliphant,  John  Pen- 
nington G?eX  C.  Puckett,  Justin  & Donna 
Roach,  Pat  Seibert,  Steve  Sheffert  (SSh),  Ron 
Shepperd,  M.  Smith,  John  Sterling  (JSt) , C. 
Stewart.  & 
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Mark  W.  Lockwood 

402  East  Harriet  Street 
Alpine, Texas  79830 
(mark.lockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 


As  has  been  the  pattern  in  recent  years, 
the  western  half  of  the  state  experi- 
- enced  rather  dry  conditions, 
although  the  central  mountains  saw  some 
relief  from  the  10-year  drought  this  fall.  In 
the  eastern  half  of  the  state,  it  could  gener- 
ally be  described  as  wet  to  very  wet.  Related 
to  these  conditions,  the  west  saw  normal  to 
above-normal  temperatures,  while  the  east 
was  well  below  normal.  In  an  average  year, 
north-central  Texas  will  experience  eight 
days  of  100-degree  heat  during  the  August 
and  September  months,  but  this  year  there 
were  none.  Many  cold  fronts  made  it  all  the 
way  to  Texas  between  late  August  and  early 
October,  which  grounded  migrating  passer- 


ines and  other  land  birds,  making  for  excel- 
lent birding.  Probably  as  a result,  many 
record-early  arrival  dates  were  noted.  A 
series  of  tropical  storms  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico made  landfall  along  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast,  slowing  the  passage  of  some  circum- 
gulf  migrants  and  coastal  winterers,  often 
deflecting  them  farther  inland  and  produc- 
ing some  notable  records. 

Abbreviations:  T.B.R.C.  (Texas  Bird  Records 
Committee);  U.T.C.  (Upper  Texas  Coast); 
N.S.  (National  Seashore).  The  following  are 
shortened  names  for  the  respective  local, 
county,  state,  or  national  parks,  and  wildlife 
refuges,  etc.:  Alazan  Bayou,  Anahuac,  Bal- 
cones  Canyonlands,  Bentsen,  Big  Bend,  Big 
Bend  Ranch,  Buescher,  Buffalo  Lake,  Lost 
Maples,  Matagorda  I.,  Packery  Channel,  Palo 
Duro  Canyon,  Quintana,  Sabine  Woods,  San 
Bernard,  Santa  Ana,  Sea  Rim,  and  Trinity 
River. 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Red-throated  Loons  were  at  L.  Worth,  Tairant 
13  Oct  (MR)  and  Hagerman,  Grayson  3 Nov 


ni 


(RR,  LLe).  A single  Pacific  Loon  was  at 
Tornillo  Res.,  Hudspeth  30  Nov  (JPa),  and  2 
were  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains/Van  Zandt  26-28 
Nov  (BG,  RR).  Least  Grebes  were  discovered 
building  a nest  at  Galveston,  Galveston  on  12 
Sep,  and  4 young  were  present  12  Oct  (SF), 
providing  a rare  nesting  record  for  the  U.T.C. 

A Western  Grebe  was  at  Lake  O’  the  Pines, 
Marion  23  Nov  (TFe);  this  species  is  a casual 
visitor  to  the  Pineywoods.  Western  Grebes 
continue  to  nest  at  McNary  Res.,  El  Paso , 
where  a pair  with  young  was  noted  in  late 
Nov  (JPa,  BZ).  High  counts  of  72  Westerns 
and  150  Clark’s  Grebes  there  in  mid-Sep  were 
impressive  (BZ). 

There  were  two  deepwater  pelagic  trips 
this  fall:  one  from  S.  Padre  L,  Cameron  13  Sep 
and  another  from  Port  Aransas,  Aransas  6 
Oct.  The  Sep  trip  yielded  one  Audubon’s  and 
6 Cory’s  Shearwaters  and  3 Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels  (BMc,  m.  ob.).  A brief  observa- 
tion of  a possible  Manx  Shearwater  was  made 
at  the  entrance  to  the  South  Padre  1.  jetties 
(tPH,  MAu,  MO,  et  al.);  if  accepted,  it  would 
be  the  7th  record  for  the  state.  A count  of  one 
Greater  (TMC,  PH  et  al.),  one  Audubon’s, 
and  48  Cory’s  Shearwaters  was  made  on  the  6 
Oct  trip  (DwP,  in.  ob.). 

American  White  Pelicans  were  pushed 
southward  by  a strong  cold  front  12-13  Oct, 
with  as  many  as  10,000  noted  at  a single  loca- 
tion at  L.  Livingston,  Trinity  (GR).  Very  high 
counts  of  American  White  Pelicans  for  the  El 
Paso  area  included  amazing  flocks  of  106  and 
500  birds  6 Nov  ( fide  BZ).  Inland  Brown  Pel- 
icans were  noted  at  Alcoa  L.,  Milam  7 Sep 
(TFe  et  al.),  near  Utley,  Bastrop  13  Oct  (BFr), 
and  at  Hagerman,  Grayson  25  Nov  (BG,  KL). 

A highlight  of  the  13  Sep  pelagic  out  of  South 
Padre  Is.  was  an  imm.  Brown  Booby  sitting  on 
the  jetty  as  the  boat  returned  to  the  harbor 
(tph.,  BMc,  MC,  m.  ob.).  A well-described 
female  Magnificent  Frigatebird  seen  near 
Camp  Verde,  Ken  14  Oct  (tRPe)  was  a first 
for  the  Edwards  Plateau. 

A Least  Bittern  was  seen  at  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage 27  Sep  (RPa).  Tricolored  Herons  wan- 
dered to  El  Paso  18  Aug — 6 Oct  (JSp)  and  1 1 
Sep  OF*3)-  A group  of  35  Tricolored  Herons  at 
Shipp  L.,  Bastrop  22  Aug  was  a nice  inland 
concentration  (BFr).  The  number  of  Reddish 
Egrets  wandering  inland  each  fall  appears  to 
be  increasing.  In  the  Trans-Pecos,  one  contin- 
ued its  residence  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves,  2 
were  at  Imperial  Res.,  Pecos  20  Sep  (MAd), 
and  one  was  in  the  Christmas  Mountains, 
Brewster  24  Aug  (COK).  Providing  only  the 
3rd  n.-cen.  Texas  record,  one  was  at  L.  Ben- 
brook  5-10  Oct  (MR).  An  ad.  Yellow-crowned 
Night  Heron  at  McNary  Res.  8 Sep  (JPa)  was 
unusual  there.  Glossy  Ibis  has  become  an 
almost  annual  fall  visitor  to  n.-cen.  Texas:  this 
season,  one  was  at  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds, 
Tairant  3 Aug  (RR).  Late  White-faced  Ibis 
were  in  Mason  5 Nov  (DF,  BoF)  and  L. 
Tawakoni,  Rains  11  Nov  (TK).  Post-breeding 
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Roseate  Spoonbills  made  a good  showing  in 
n.-cen.  Texas,  with  one  to  4 present  in  three 
locations  in  Tarrant  and  Dallas  (m.  oh.).  An 
imm.  spoonbill  was  over  Balcones  Canyon- 
lands,  Williamson  20  Aug  (BR),  for  a rare  Hill 
Country  sighting.  Two  Wood  Storks  at  L.  Sam 
Rayburn,  Nacogdoches/San  Augustine  27  Oct 
provided  the  latest  fall  record  for  East  Texas 
(DWJF). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  continued  to 
be  present  through  the  period  at  Levelland, 
Hockley  (LSm).  Two  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  15-17  Aug 
(D&LE  et  al.)  provided  a very  rare  Trans- 
Pecos  record.  A female  Eurasian  Wigeon  was 
reported  from  Hagerman  29-31  Oct  (TKH, 
LLe).  Surf  Scoters  were  reported  from  inland 
locations  with  greater  frequency  this  fall  than 
in  the  last  several  years.  The  most  noteworthy 
of  these  was  one  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San 
Augustine  24-30  Nov  (JF,  DW),  providing  the 
first  area  record  in  over  a decade.  A single 
White-winged  Scoter  was  discovered  at  Bal- 
morhea L.  15  Nov  (MAd).  Remarkably,  3 
were  present  19  Nov  (KB),  with  2 remaining 
through  the  period  (m.  ob.).  Other  inland 
White-winged  Scoters  were  at  L.  Worth,  Tar- 
rant 5 Nov  (MR)  and  White  River  L.,  Crosby 
9 Nov  (BB  et  al.).  Long-tailed  Ducks  are  rare 
migrants  through  the  state;  this  fall  found 
singles  at  L.  Worth  5-10  Nov  (MR),  Hager- 
man 10  Nov  (LLe),  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  9- 
11  Nov  (RF  et  al),  and  L.  Benbrook,  Tarrant 
11  Nov  (MR). 

A concentration  of  12  Ospreys  at  L.  Tan- 


(TLJ) 


truly 


glewood,  Randall  10  Oct 
unusual  for  the  Panhan- 
dle. Ospreys  lingered 
unusually  late  in  the  | 

Trans-Pecos,  with  5 at  | 

Balmorhea  L.  15  Nov  | 

(MAd)  and  one  there  as  ( 
late  as  25  Nov  (JG,  CE).  1 
The  outstanding  find  of  s 
the  season  in  the  South  I 
Plains  was  a Swallow-  r 
tailed  Kite  observed  at  1 
length  near  Floydada,  | 

Floyd  5 Oct  (DSw),  pro-  | 
viding  the  4th  area  | 
record.  A flock  of  600  | 

Mississippi  Kites  at  | 

Encino,  Brooks  25  Aug  | 
was  nice  sighting  (GL).  | 

A Sharp-shinned  Hawk  I 
at  Buffalo  L.,  Randall  7 1 
Aug  (KS)  was  the  earli- 
est fall  record  there  by 
20  days.  A Northern 
Goshawk  was  well  studied  12  Nov  at  Cement 
Cr.  Pond,  Tarrant  (tMR  et  al.). 

Common  Black-Hawks  made  a rare 
appearance  at  Guadalupe  Mountains,  with 


£*  ft  The  Smith  Point  Hawk  Watch,  Chambers,  recorded  its  second  highest  raptor  total  (76,867)  since  daily  counting  was 
,J  n started  in  1997.  New  seasonal  records  were  set  for  Swallow-tailed  Kites  with  150,  more  than  doubling  the  previ- 
ous high  of  74  set  last  fall;  and  the  highest  daily  total  for  the  species  was  27  seen  20  Aug.  Seasonal  records  were  also  set 
for  American  Kestrels  and  Peregrine  Falcons,  at  1 947  and  94,  respectively. These  totals  narrowly  topped  the  previous  record 
totals  of  1939  (1999)  and  92  (1998).  One  new  late  date  for  the  count  was  established  when  a Mississippi  Kite  was  seen  on 
3 Nov.  The  numbers  of  Sharp-shinned  and  Cooper's  Hawks  were  well  below  average. 


single  birds  at  separate  locations  13  & 21  Aug 
(IN).  Very  good  finds  were  single  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  31  Aug 
(AF,  AH),  along  Limpia  Creek,  Jeff  Davis  17 
Aug  (DHi,  BG),  and  at  Rio  Grande  Village  in 
Big  Bend,  Brewster  20  Nov  (GLe).  An  early 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  noted  on  Galveston 
I.,  Galveston  3 Aug  (JSt).  An  estimated  1000 
Broad-wingeds  were  blown  off  Galveston  I. 
26  Sep  by  winds  circulating  around  Tropical 
Storm  Isidore,  while  about  400  were  found 
dead  29  Sep  despite  wind  changes  that 
should  have  allowed  them  to  move  inland 
(JSt).  Single  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  noted 
in  Lubbock  on  four  occasions  17  Aug — 18  Oct 
(m.  ob.).  Other  Broad-wingeds  in  the  w.  half 
of  the  state  included  2 in  Yoakum  12  Oct  (BB, 
RK)  and  singles  in  Wheeler  1 Sep  (BPi),  Buf- 
falo L.  14  Sep  (EK,  RSc)  and  1 Oct  (KS),  Fort 
Davis,  Jeff  Davis  10  Oct  (KB),  and  Amarillo, 
Potter  8 Nov  (DoM). 

A spectacular  migration  of  Swainson’s 
Hawks  passed  through  Texas  along  a line 
from  Fort  Worth  to  the  Austin  area  to  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  6-7  Oct,  bypassing 
the  coastal  hawkwatches.  In  the  Granger  L. 
area,  Williamson,  Fennell  noted  flights  of 
2500+  birds  6 Oct  and  3500+  birds  7 Oct. 
Reid  made  an  amazing  discovery  in  n.  Tarrant 


This  photograph  of  the  apparent  Swainsonls  x Rough-legged  Hawk  was 
taken  19  November  2002.  Photograph  by  Martin  Reid. 


11  Nov+  when  he  observed  an  apparent 
Swainson’s  Hawk  x Rough-Legged  Hawk 
hybrid.  Brian  Wheeler  and  Bill  Clark  exam- 
ined the  extensive  photographic  record  and 


concurred  with  the  identification.  Details  are 
to  be  published  elsewhere.  A Zone-tailed 
Hawk  at  Huntsville  State  Park,  Walker  26-27 
Oct  (OC,  SG)  was  only  the  2nd  ever  reported 
for  East  Texas,  the  first  being  at  the  same 
location  in  Feb.  Very  early  Ferruginous 
Hawks  were  in  El  Paso  22  Sep  (BZ)  and  Mid- 
land, Midland  28  Sep  (m.  ob.).  An  early  Mer- 
lin was  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  30 
Aug  (BFr,  PH). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Rarely  recorded  in  migration,  2 King  Rails 
were  in  the  marsh  below  Granger  L., 
Williamson  2 Nov  (BSt,  TFe).  A flock  of  70 
Sandhill  Cranes  over  El  Paso  10  Sep  (JPa)  was 
at  least  three  weeks  ahead  of  their  expected 
arrival  date.  Migrating  Whooping  Cranes 
were  noted  at  several  locations  this  fall:  9 
were  near  Whiteface,  Motley  26  Oct  (AF),  one 
was  over  Lubbock  27  Oct  (AF),  3 rested  in  a 
field  near  Waco,  McLennan  4 Nov  (KK  et  al), 
2 others  were  n.  of  Waco  4 Nov  (KA),  2 at  L. 
Benbrook,  Tarrant  4 Nov  (MR),  8 were  n.  of 
Florence,  Williamson  5 Nov  (E&RM),  and 
one  was  at  Thrall,  Williamson  17-23  Nov 
(BSt,  TFe,  EH). 

A Snowy  Plover  remained  at  L.  Lewisville, 
Denton  9 Nov+  (KL,  BG).  A flock  of  13  Moun- 
tain Plovers  was  found  in 
Carson  17  Oct  (MK,  JRa, 
MS).  A single  Mountain 
Plover  photographed  10 
Nov  at  East  Beach,  Galve- 
ston provided  a very  rare 
coastal  record  (TP,  CTL). 
Mountain  Plovers  were  first 
noted  near  Granger, 
Williamson  20  Oct  (TFe, 
BSt)  and  were  present 
throughout  the  rest  of  the 
season,  with  a high  count 
of  54  on  27  Nov  (TFe).  On 
12  Nov,  Bryan  discovered 
wintering  flocks  of  Moun- 
tain Plover  numbering  at 
least  312  individuals  in 
bare  pastures  near  Dell 
City,  Hudspeth.  This  species 
was  not  known  to  winter  in 
the  Trans-Pecos. 

A late  Upland  Sandpiper 
was  at  Granger  L.  2 Nov  (BSt,  TFe).  Single 
Whimbrels  at  Tarrant  14  Aug  (DPo),  Granger 
L.  21  Aug  (LBu),  and  Randall  14  Sep  (EK, 
RSc)  were  noteworthy.  A count  of  1 1 Whim- 
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brels  1 1 Aug  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  was  a 
notable  fall  total  (WB  et  al).  A Long-billed 
Curlew  was  over  Lake  O’  the  Pines,  Marion 
28  Sep  (GLu  et  al),  where  the  species  is  a 
casual  migrant.  A group  of  12  Marbled  God- 
wits  at  Cactus  L.,  Moore  10  Aug  (BiM,  BPi, 
RSc,  JHu)  was  a good  concentration  for  the 
Panhandle.  Westward-wandering  Sanderlings 
were  noted  at  Ft.  Hancock,  Hudspeth  8 Sep 
(JPa),  Imperial  Res.,  Pecos  20  Sep  (MAd),  and 
Mound  L.,  Terry  8 Oct  (AA).  A high  count  of 
24  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Bryan  Beach,  Brazo- 
ria may  be  a new  U.T.C.  high  (RWe).  A Pur- 
ple Sandpiper  discovered  on  the  Quintana 
Jetty,  Brazoria  29  Nov+  (tBL  et  al.)  was  only 
the  2nd  to  be  found  in  Texas  during  the  fall. 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  are  rarely  reported 
from  the  Panhandle;  this  year,  one  was  near 
Hart,  Castro  15  Aug  (BiM,  MM).  An  Ameri- 
can Woodcock  found  3 Aug  at  San  Bernard, 
Brazoria  was  one  of  the  earliest  fall  records 
ever  for  the  U.T.C.  (BL). 

Laughing  Gulls  have  become  annual  fall 
visitors  to  the  Trans-Pecos;  this  year,  2 were 
at  McNary  Res.  8 Aug  (JPa,  BZ).  A Mew  Gull 
present  at  Linkcrest  Landfill,  Tarrant  from  25 
Nov+  was  the  earliest  ever  found  in  Texas 
(tMR,  EW  et  al).  A California  Gull  pho- 
tographed at  Lake  O’  the  Pines  23  Nov  (TFe) 
provided  the  first  record  for  East  Texas.  An 
ad.  California  Gull  at  McNary  Res.  1 Oct 
afforded  the  earliest  fall  record  for  the  El  Paso 
area  (BZ).  Other  notable  gulls  at  Linkcrest 
Landfill,  Tarrant  included  a California  and  a 
Lesser  Black-backed  on  27  Nov  (MR,  LBa, 
MO).  Only  3 Sabine’s  Gulls  were  reported  this 
fall:  an  ad.  at  Balmorhea  L.  5-12  Aug  (DJo, 
EC,  TFe),  an  imm.  at  L.  Worth,  Tarrant  16-22 
Sep  (MR  et  al.),  and  an  imm.  at  McNary  Res. 
12  Sep  (BZ). 

Very  rare  inland,  a Gull-billed  Tern  was  at 
Shipp  L.,  Bastrop  19  Sep  (BFr).  Nine  Com- 
mon Terns  at  McNary  8 Oct  (JPa,  BZ)  was  an 
unusually  high  count  for  the  Trans-Pecos.  A 
Common  Tern  at  L.  Benbrook,  Tarrant  13-17 
Sep  (tMR  et  al.)  provided  one  of  the  few  doc- 
umented records  for  n.-cen.  Texas.  A Least 
Tern  at  Kurth  L.,  Angelina  16  Aug  (GG)  was  a 
county  first.  Another  Least  Tern  was  reported 
on  the  late  date  of  14  Oct  in  Lubbock  (BPh). 
Totals  of  3 and  18  Bridled  Terns  were  seen  on 
the  13  Sep  and  6 Oct  pelagic  trips,  respec- 
tively. Surprisingly,  no  Sooty  Terns  were  seen 
on  the  13  Sep  pelagic  and  only  2 on  the  6 Oct 
trip.  Very  noteworthy  was  an  ad.  Sooty  Tern 
at  L.  Benbrook,  Tarrant  9-14  Sep  following 
the  passage  of  Tropical  Storm  Fay  (MR,  m. 
ob.).  Three  late  Black  Terns  were  at  Brazoria 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  3 Nov  (RWe). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

White-winged  Doves  are  still  an  uncommon 
sight  in  the  Brazos  Valley,  and  one  in  Cald- 
well, Burleson  7 Nov  (AR)  was  a county  first. 
Common  Ground-Doves  made  unexpected 


appearances  on  both  sides  of  the  state:  one 
near  Diboll,  Angelina  14  Oct  (RT)  and  near 
McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  from  27  Qct+  (JPa). 
Black-billed  Cuckoos  are  usually  very  hard  to 
find  in  fall,  but  there  were  several  records  of 
the  species  this  year  on  the  U.T.C.,  including 
a late  bird  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  19  Oct  (IH  et 
al).  A very  nice  inland  record  was  provided 
by  a Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Buescher,  Bastrop 
19  Sep  (BFr).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  lingered 
at  High  1.,  Galveston  24  Nov  (DVe)  and  San 
Bernard,  Brazoria  29  Nov  (R&KL). 

Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owls  have  been  virtu- 
ally unknown  from  the  central  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  in  recent  decades;  however,  2 
took  up  residence  at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  in  early 
Sep+  (TB).  A Common  Poorwill  was  n.  of  the 
known  wintering  range  at  Fort  Hood,  Bell  25 
Noy  (DC).  Chuck-will’s-widow  are  well- 
known  trans-Gulf  migrants,  but  it  was  still  a 
surprise  to  see  one  80+  km  offshore  on  the  13 
Sep  pelagic  trip  (MC,  m.  ob.).  A Whip-poor- 
will  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  29  Aug  was  the 
2nd  earliest  fall  record  for  the  U.T.C.  (TC).  A 
White-throated  Swift  was  in  Palo  Duro 
Canyon  S.P.,  Randall  7 Oct  (KS),  where  the 
species  has  been  a very  irregular  visitor. 

For  the  3rd  fall/winter  in  a row,  an  ad.  male 
Green-breasted  Mango  visited  a feeder  in 
McAllen,  Hidalgo  8 Sep+  ( fide  BMc,  MAu, 
TFe).  An  imm.  male  Broad-billed  Humming- 
bird was  in  El  Paso  17-30  Oct  (tBZ).  The 
male  White-eared  Hummingbird  present  in 
the  Davis  Mountains,  Jeff  Davis  in  the  sum- 
mer was  seen  sporadically  through  25  Aug 
(tM&ME).  A male  Blue-throated  Humming- 
bird visited  Mont  Belvieu,  Harris  18-21  Nov 
(B&EJ,  ph.  JHi)  for  a very  rare  U.T.C.  record. 
Two  imm.  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  lingered  at 
Panther  Junction  in  Big  Bend  until  18  Oct 
(MF),  but  they  were  outdone  by  single  birds 
near  Alpine,  Brewster  17  & 21  Oct  (JG, 
DWh)  and  an  imm.  male  in  Fort  Davis,  Jeff 
Davis  9 Nov  (KB).  Calliope  Hummingbirds 
made  an  appearance  on  the  upper  coast,  with 
singles  in  Houston  2-9  Nov  (GM  et  al.)  and  L. 
Jackson,  Brazoria  14  Nov  (DJa).  The  efforts 
of  banders  along  the  coast  have  shown  that 
Allen’s  Hummingbirds  are  regular  fall 
migrants  and  winter  residents.  This  year,  one 
was  banded  near  Sweeny,  Brazoria  18  Oct 
(tCB,  PHu),  and  singles  were  banded  in  Cor- 
pus Christi  24  Aug  and  8 Sep  (tGSw).  Zim- 
mer (t)  had  an  ad.  male  Allen’s  in  his  El  Paso 
yard  22-25  Jul. 

A female  Green  Kingfisher  was  well  e.  of 
normal  range  as  it  visited  Champion  L.  in  s. 
Liberty  23  Nov  (B&EJ).  After  a one-year 
absence,  a pair  of  Green  Kingfishers  returned 
to  the  Rio  Grande  Village  Nature  Trail  in  Big 
Bend  (m.  ob.).  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  made  a 
good  showing  in  the  state,  with  2 in  Fort 
Davis,  Jeff  Davis  8 Nov+  (DWh),  one  in  Hart- 
ley, Hartley  9 Nov  (BPi,  RSc),  one  at  Marfa, 
Presidio  24  Nov  (MAd,  LLo),  and  3 near  Bal- 


morhea, Reeves  in  early  Nov  (TJ).  An  Acorn 
Woodpecker  in  w.  El  Paso  29  Nov  was  an 
unusual  find,  as  this  species  is  rare  to  casual 
there  (JPa,  BZ).  A Red-bellied  Woodpecker  in 
Golden-fronted  habitat  in  Palo  Duro  Canyon, 
Randall  29  Oct  (PA)  looked  out  of  place,  and 
one  along  the  Llano  River,  Mason  19  Nov  was 
also  a great  find  (DR  BoF).  A migrant  female 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  s.  of  Alpine,  Brewster 
18  Sep  was  early  (DWh);  an  ad.  male  visited 
an  El  Paso  backyard  29  Sep,  joined  by  a 
female  5 Oct — a remarkable  pair  of  records 
for  a single  week  in  El  Paso  (BZ).  A Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  at  the  San  Antonio  Botani- 
cal Center,  Bexar  10  Nov  provided  a new 
county  record  (SC,  TN).  Also  noteworthy 
were  Red-napeds  at  Honey  Creek,  Comal  17 
Oct  (SWi)  and  Crystal  L.,  Bastrop  19  Nov 
(BFr).  A Pileated  Woodpecker  was  heard  in 
the  riparian  woods  below  Granger  Dam, 
Williamson  21  Sep  (TFe,  BSt). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  JAYS 

Late  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  at  High  1., 
Galveston  6 Oct  (DVe)  and  14  Oct  on  w. 
Galveston  I.  (JSt).  A Greater  Pewee  was  well 
observed  4 Aug  in  the  Guadalupe  Mountains 
(tMO).  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  arrived  early, 
with  one  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  3 Aug  (DVe), 
and  stayed  late,  with  another  30  Oct  in  Col- 
lege Station,  Brazos  (JPh).  Acadian  Flycatch- 
ers are  low-density  fall  migrants,  and  the  tim- 
ing of  fall  migration  is  not  well  understood. 
This  year,  Acadians  were  noted  at  Chappell 
Hill,  Washington  8 Oct  (DVo),  Brenham, 
Washington  11  Oct  (DVo),  Port  Aransas, 
Nueces  12  Oct  (MC),  Waco,  McLennan  13  Oct 
(FB  et  al),  and  Brazoria  17  Oct  (SP).  Two 
were  at  Blucher,  Nueces  12  Oct  (MC,  MH, 
WS).  A lingering  Willow  Flycatcher  was 
reported  from  w.  Galveston  I.,  Galveston  11 
Oct  (JSt).  Very  noteworthy  was  a Hammond’s 
Flycatcher  at  Bastrop  S.R,  Bastrop  9 Oct 
(BFr).  A Gray  Flycatcher  in  Karnes  24  Nov 
would  have  been  less  expected,  had  it  not 
been  the  4th  record  in  the  area  since  1990 
(DMu).  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher at  McKinney  Roughs,  Bastrop  23  Nov 
(ML,  BFr)  was  also  quite  unexpected. 

Black  Phoebes  continue  to  be  recorded  in 
the  Panhandle  with  increasing  frequency;  this 
season,  one  was  in  Amarillo,  Potter  11  Nov 
(BPi).  Out-of-range  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
were  at  Muleshoe,  Bailey  8 Aug  (JBr),  Village 
Creek,  Tairant  4 Oct  (JSi),  L.  Sam  Rayburn, 
San  Augustine  27  Oct  (JF,  DW),  and  El  Paso 
10  Nov  (JPa).  The  2 Dusky-capped  Flycatch- 
ers reported  during  the  summer  in  Big  Bend 
remained  until  1 Sep  ( fide  MF)  and  were 
observed  with  2 juvs.  22  Aug  and  later  (tm. 
ob.).  Two  ad.  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  at  Big 
Bend’s  Cottonwood  Campground  31  Aug 
(BFr,  PH)  provided  one  of  the  few  records  for 
the  park.  A Great  Kiskadee  in  Ropseville, 
Hockley  24  Nov+  (BB,  m.  ob.)  provided  a first 
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record  for  the  South  Plains.  The  Tropical 
Kingbirds  at  Cottonwood  Campground  were 
last  reported  30  Aug  (PH,  BFr).  A Couch’s 
Kingbird  at  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  2-29 
Nov  (JF  et  al.)  was  the  first  confirmed  record 
for  the  Pineywoods.  In  cen.  Texas,  a slew  of 
sightings  included  2 at  San  Marcos,  Hays  12 
Oct  (BSt),  2 injunction,  Kimble  17  Sep  (RH), 
and  6 at  New  Braunfels,  Comal  8 Sep  (CH). 

The  female  Rose-throated  Becard  present 
at  Santa  Ana  during  the  summer  was  last 
reported  1 Oct  (fide  BMc).  Two  Northern 
Shrikes  were  found  in  the  Panhandle  this  fall: 
one  in  Dallam  2 Nov  (EK  et  al.)  and  one  at 
Buffalo  L,  Randall  14  Nov  (KS).  Early  Blue- 
headed Vireos  were  noted  at  Richland  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Freestone  15  Sep  (PB)  and  Houston, 
Harris  20  Sep  (JHi).  A probable  Cassins  Vireo 
was  well  studied  at  L.  Worth  19  Sep  (tMR).  A 
Huttons  Vireo  was  observed  at  close  range  on 
Galveston  1.,  Galveston  on  14  Oct  (tJSt),  pro- 
viding a first  U.T.C.  record.  Another  Hutton’s 
at  Lost  Maples,  Bandera  2 Nov  (BR)  falls 
more  easily  into  the  pattern  established  in 
recent  years.  A Red-eyed  Vireo  was  in  El  Paso 
16  Sep  (BZ).  Starting  in  late  Sep,  Steller’s  Jays 
could  be  found  in  El  Paso  in  groups  of  5 to  8 
birds  (JPa),  and  numbers  increased  through- 
out the  fall.  By  early  Oct,  the  invasion  had 
spread  to  the  Panhandle,  where  small  num- 
bers were  found  in  many  locations  in  the  w. 
half  of  the  area.  Western  Scrub-Jays  also 
invaded  the  Panhandle  and  the  El  Paso  area. 
Completing  the  list  of  invading  corvids, 
Pinyon  Jays  were  first  noted  in 
the  Davis  Mts.  on  21  Sep 
I (M&ME)  and  were  soon  being 
seen  at  various  locations  across 
Jeff  Davis  and  Brewster.  An 
extraordinary  flock  of  500 
Pinyon  Jays  was  witnessed  in 
the  Davis  Mountains  Preserve 
27  Oct  (DHe).  In  the  Panhan- 
dle, Pinyon  Jays  were  first 
noted  on  23  Sep  at  Buffalo  L. 

(KS)  and  continued  to  be  seen 
in  numbers  at  other  locations 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

A Fish  Crow  was  outside  its 
typical  range  at  Smith  Point, 

Chambers  20  Sep  (WB). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

Two  Purple  Martins  at  Big 
I Bend’s  Panther  Junction  on  4 
) Aug  were  a nice  find  (MF),  as 
i was  another  at  Balmorhea  L.  17  Aug  (DHi, 
j BG).  Twenty  or  more  Cave  Swallows  along 
. with  at  least  20  inactive  nests  were  in 
Burleson  on  17  Sep  (ERa,  DVo),  providing  the 
| first  evidence  of  possible  nesting  for  the  area. 

! Two  Tufted  Titmice  were  carefully  studied  at 
L.  McLellan,  Gray  22  Nov  (KS),  in  an  area 
normally  frequented  by  Black-cresteds.  A 


Black-crested  Titmouse  in  Dalhart,  Dallam  2 
Nov  (EK,  BPi)  was  over  160  km.  nw.  of  the 
closest  population.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  much  more  common  than  normal  this 
fall  in  the  Davis  Mountains  (m.  ob.).  Cactus 
Wrens  continue  to  creep  northward  in  the 
Panhandle:  8 were  in  Adrian,  Oldham  21  Sep 
(EK,  BPi,  RSc).  A singing  Carolina  Wren  at 
Canutillo,  El  Paso  20  Nov  was  an  excellent 
find  (JZ).  Six  Marsh  Wrens  were  noted  in 
Trinity  24  Aug  (TG),  the  first  Aug  record  for 
the  Pineywoods.  A Winter  Wren  in  Lake 
Jackson,  Brazoria , 9 Oct  was  the  2nd  earliest 
ever  for  the  U.T.C.  (JoW). 

The  invasion  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
this  season  into  the  Oaks  & Prairies  region  of 
cen.  Texas  was  impressive  and,  perhaps,  the 
greatest  seen  in  decades  (m.  ob.).  A very  good 
find  was  11  Western  Bluebirds  in  Adrian, 
Oldham  20  Oct  (BPi,  ph.).  Three  Mountain 
Bluebirds  at  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tar- 
rant 11  Nov  were  early  and  somewhat  farther 
e.  than  expected  (JC).  A single  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  in  El  Paso  21  Sep  was  the  earliest  fall 
record  for  the  county  (BZ).  A Veery  at  Quin- 
tana, Brazoria  4 Nov  was  apparently  a new 
late  record  for  the  U.T.C.  (CB  et  al).  A Wood 
Thrush  was  at  El  Paso  7 Oct  (BZ),  providing 
a 4th  county  record.  A male  Varied  Thrush  in 
El  Paso  24  Nov  was  a 3rd  county  record  (t, 
ph.,  JPa).  A very  early  Sage  Thrasher  was  in 
Moore  19  Aug  (KS),  and  others  wandered 
eastward  to  Throckmorton  12  Oct  (BG,  PB),  to 
O.H.  Ivie  Reservoir,  Coleman  on  the  same 


date  (JaP,  LP,  LBl),  and  farther  e.  to  Honey  Cr., 
Comal  17  Oct  (SWi).  Brown  Thrasher,  a rare 
winter  visitor  to  far  w.  Texas,  made  it  to  El 
Paso  30  Nov  (BZ).  An  imm.  Blue  Mocking- 
bird was  discovered  in  Pharr,  Hidalgo  in  late 
Sep  and  remained  through  the  end  of  the 
period  (AW,  tJA).  The  bird  molted  into  ad. 
plumage  by  early  Dec  and  if  accepted  would 


be  the  2nd  state  record.  A Phainopepla  wan- 
dered to  Lubbock  24  Oct  (AF). 

A late  migrant  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  at 
Georgetown,  Williamson  10  Oct  (TFe),  while 
a Lawrence’s  Warbler  was  in  nw.  San  Antonio, 
Bexar  13  Sep  (CC),  the  first  report  of  this 
hybrid  from  the  Edwards  Plateau.  A Lucy’s 
Warbler  along  the  Window  Trail  in  Big  Bend 
on  30  Aug  (BFr,  PH)  was  at  an  unusual  eleva- 
tion. A female  Tropical  Parula  was  at  Blucher, 
Nueces  2 Nov+  (LJo  et  al).  Two  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augus- 
tine 20  Oct  provided  a new  late  date  for  East 
Texas  Oh  DW).  A Cape  May  Warbler  was 
photographed  near  Boerne,  Kendall  19-23 
Oct  (DPa)  for  the  first  documented  record  for 
the  Edwards  Plateau.  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  were  recorded  from  four  locations 
in  n.-cen.  Texas  8-27  Oct,  an  unexpected 
influx  of  this  very  rare  migrant  (m.  ob.).  Sin- 
gle Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  were  well  e. 
of  normal  at  Bastrop,  Bastrop  25  Nov  (BFr) 
and  San  Antonio  29  Oct — 20  Nov  (HR).  A 
Townsend’s  Warbler  in  Mason,  Mason  16  Oct 
(DF)  provided  a very  rare  Edwards  Plateau 
record.  Noteworthy  Blackburnian  Warblers 
were  at  Amarillo,  Potter  4 Sep  (KS)  and  the 
Tornillo  Rest  Stop,  Hudspeth  20  Oct  (tJPa). 
Another  Hudspeth  first  was  a Yellow-throated 
Warbler  at  the  Tornillo  Rest  Stop  15  Aug 
(BZ). 

Pine  Warblers  w.  of  normal  range  were  at 
Amarillo,  Randall  12  Sep  (KS)  and  Rio 
Grande  Village,  Brewster  13  Nov  (Jill).  A 
Prairie  Warbler  at  Prairie 
Creek  Park,  Dallas  25  Aug 
(BG,  DHi)  was  a 2nd 
county  record.  Blackpoll 
Warblers  are  rare  any- 
where in  Texas  in  the  fall; 
this  season’s  only  bird  was 
one  in  Corpus  Christi  7 
Nov  (MC,  WS).  Late  Pro- 
thonotary  Warblers  were 
at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
26  Oct  (JWh,  SM)  and  Sea 
Rim,  Jefferson  27  Oct 
(JWh,  JBe).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  reported 
from  Boot  Canyon,  Brew- 
ster 21  Aug  (BG),  where 
the  species  is  accidental.  A 
late  Worm-eating  Warbler 
at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston 
29  Oct  apparently  tied  the 
U.T.C.  late  date  (JSt).  A 
Kentucky  Warbler  in 
Amarillo,  Potter  15  Oct  (LJa,  EK)  provided  a 
rare  Panhandle  record.  A Mourning  Warbler 
in  Lubbock  on  4 Oct  (AF)  was  also  a good 
find.  A MacGillivray’s  Warbler  wandered  east- 
ward to  Galveston  I 27  Oct — 24  Nov  (DwP). 
A Golden-crowned  Warbler  on  the  University 
of  Texas-Pan  American  campus  in  Edinburg, 
Hidalgo  2 Nov+  (+TB,  m.  ob.)  provided  the 


This  Painted  Redstart  provided  a very  rare  documented  record  for  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of 
Texas  at  Edinburg,  Hidalgo  County  3 November  (here  4 November)  2002  through  the  end  of 
the  month.  Photograph  by  Charles  Lyon. 
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1 5th  record  for  the  state. 

Hooded  Warblers  in  Amarillo,  Randall  14 
Aug  and  9 Oct  (RSc)  were  unexpected.  A very 
late  Canada  Warbler  was  at  White  Rock  L., 
Dallas  20  Oct  (CR,  et  ah).  The  Red-faced 
Warbler  reported  during  the  summer  at  Boot 
Spring,  Brewster  remained  until  25  Aug 
(tm.ob.).  A surprising  group  of  3 Red-faced 
Warblers  foraged  together  near  Pinnacles 
Pass  in  the  Chisos  Mts.  on  21  Aug  (BG, 
tDHi).  An  ad.  Painted  Redstart  tantalized 
observers  in  Edinburg,  Hidalgo  3 Nov-i-  (TB, 
m.  ob.).  For  the  first  time  in  several  years, 
Painted  Redstarts  could  be  seen  consistently 
in  the  Chisos  Mts.,  several  being  reported 
during  the  period.  A migrating  Painted  Red- 
start was  El  Paso,  El  Paso  4 Oct  (JZ,  tBZ),  the 
latest  fall  record  for  the  county. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Hepatic  Tanagers  are  rarely  noted  in  migra- 
tion; this  season,  a female  was  seen  8 Oct  in 
El  Paso  (BZ).  A Scarlet  Tanager  in  Houston, 
Harris  20  Sep  was  early  (JHi),  while  another 
at  Quintana,  Brazoria  8 Nov  was  very  late 
(DVe).  Scarlet  Tanagers  of  note  farther  w. 
were  at  Lubbock  9 Aug  (EMc)  and  8 Oct 
(GJ).  A male  Western  Tanager  wandered 
eastward  to  Grayson  1 Oct  (E&RS).  Two 
White-collared  Seedeaters  were  at  Santa 
Ana  on  2 Sep,  one  of  which  was  a juv. 
(TB).  An  Eastern  Towhee  was  at  L.  Mar- 
vin, Hemphill  24  Nov  (EC).  Six  Savannah 
Sparrows  found  21  Sep  at  Sea  Rim  S.P., 
Jefferson  were  early  (SM).  Details  of  a 
Baird’s  Sparrow  described  from  a brushy 
draw  in  w.  Jeff  Davis  23  Oct  (F&JD)  will 
be  reviewed  by  the  T.B.R.C.  A Le  Contes 
Sparrow  at  Taylor  Lakes,  Donley  25  Sep 
(KS)  was  a welcome  sight,  and  likewise  a 
nice  find  inland,  a Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  graced  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San 
Augustine  13  Oct  (DW).  A White-winged 
Junco  was  at  Caprock  Canyon,  Briscoe 
30  Nov  (tKC);  if  accepted  it  would  be 
the  5th  record  of  this  subspecies  for  the 
state.  A Slate-colored  Junco  on  6 Nov 
represented  the  3rd  record  of  Dark-eyed 
Junco  on  North  Padre  1 . Nueces , but  the 
first  for  this  form  (MC). 

Black-headed  Grosbeaks  moved  far- 
ther e.  than  normal  this  season,  with 
scattered  sightings  from  throughout  the 
Oaks  & Prairies  region  of  cen.  Texas.  A 
late  female  Painted  Bunting  was  at  San 
Gabriel  W.M.A.,  Williamson  17  Nov  (BSt, 

EH).  Eight  Dickcissels  at  the  Moon  Ranch, 
Jeff  Davis  28  Aug  was  a good  find  (JRe).  A 
very  late  Dickcissel  was  at  Hagerman, 
Grayson  25  Nov  (BG,  KL).  A female  Hooded 
Oriole  at  L.  Worth,  Tarrant  7 Sep  (ph.,  tMR) 
provided  a first  area  record.  Surely  unex- 
pected was  a Scott’s  Oriole  at  Muleshoe 
N.W.R.  5 Oct  (BB,  AF,  Jl.  BPh).  A small  flock 
of  Purple  Finches  in  Spring  Branch,  Blanco  27 


Nov  (LLi)  was  a portent  of  things  to  come  in 
the  winter.  A lone  female  Red  Crossbill  in  the 
desert  at  Sam  Nail  Ranch  in  Big  Bend  17  Aug 
(MF)  was  an  unexpected  sight. 

UNDOCUMENTED  SPECIES 

The  following  Texas  Bird  Records  Review 
Species  and  other  statewide  rarities  were 
reported  without  documentation:  Northern 
Goshawks  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  18  Oct 
and  near  Alpine,  Brewster  22  Oct;  Aplomado 
Falcon  near  Muleshoe  N.W.R. , Bailey  15  Nov; 
Thayer’s  Gull  at  White  Rock  L.,  Dallas  2 Nov; 
Northern  Pygmy-Owl  at  Guadalupe  Mts., 
Culberson  26  Aug;  and  Pine  Grosbeak  at 
Amarillo,  Randall  1 Oct. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Peggy  Acord,  Mark  Adams 
(MAd)  (Trans-Pecos:  HC75,  Box  1337- 
B,  Ft.  Davis,  TX  79734-5016.  email: 
mta@astro.as.utexas.edu),  Adrian  Andrei, 
Karen  Arquette,  John  Arvin,  Michael  Austin 
(MAu),  Lyn  Barber  (LBa),  Peter  Barnes,  Josh 
Berman  (JBe),  Brandon  Best,  Lorie  Black 
(LBl),  Charles  Brower,  John  Brunjes  (JBr), 


Tim  Brush,  Kelly  Bryan,  Lawrence  Buford 
(LBu),  Frank  Bumgardner,  Winnie  Burkett, 
Oscar  Carmona,  Eric  Carpenter,  David  Cim- 
prich,  Sheridan  Coffey,  Tom  Collins,  Mel 
Cooksey  (South  Texas:  16  Townhouse  Lane, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78412.  email: 
ssi@stx.rr.com),  Kelly  Gotten  (North-central 
Texas:  8626  Angora  Street,  Dallas,  TX  75218. 
email:  Schmotten@aol.com),  Joe  Cox,  Car- 


olyn Cuthbertson,  Fred  & Judy  Donaldson, 
Marc  & Maryann  Eastman,  Carol  Edwards, 
Dodge  & Lorna  Engleman,  Jesse  Fagan,  Tim 
Fennell  (TFe),  Susan  Fennewald,  Rob  Fer- 
gus, Dixie  Feuerbacher,  Mark  Flippo, 
Anthony  Floyd,  Bobbye  Frazier  (BoF),  Brush 
Freeman  (BFr),  Bert  Frenz  (BeF)  (East  Texas: 
221  Rainbow  Dr.,  PMB  12190,  Livingston,  TX 
77399-2021.  email:  bert@bafrenz.com),  Tony 
Gallucci,  John  Gee,  Brian  Gibbons,  Steven 
Gross,  Georgette  Guernsey,  Karl  Haller,  Curt 
Harwerth,  Ian  Hartzler,  David  Hedges  (DHe), 
Matt  Heindel,  Rhandy  Helton,  Aveline 
Hewetson,  Derek  Hill  (DHi),  Jim  Hines  (JiEI)> 
Jim  Hinson  (JHi),  Petra  Hockey  (PH),  Erik 
Huebner,  Janelle  Hutchison  (JHu),  Phil  Hux- 
ford  (PHu),  John  Isanhart,  Bernice  & Ed 
Jackson,  Lucy  Jalbert  (LJa),  Denis  James, 
Thomas  L.  Johnson  (TLJ),  Tom  Johnson 
(TJ),  Daniel  Jones  (DJo),  Larry  Jordan  (LJo), 
George  Jury,  Mike  Keck,  Kiel  Kenwood,  Rich 
Kostecke,  Ed  Kutac,  Greg  Lasley  (GL),  Cin- 
Ty  Lee  (CTL),  Lee  Lemmons  (LLe),  Greg 
Levandoski  (GLe),  Leslie  Linehan  (LLi), 
Brad  Lirette,  Keith  Lockhart,  Mark  Lock- 
wood,  Laura  Long  (LLo),  Robert  & Kay 
Lookingbill,  Guy  Luneau  (GLu), 
Steve  Mayes,  Don  McColl  (DoM), 
Tim  Kaspar,  Bill  McKinney  (BiM), 
Brad  McKinney  (BMc),  Mark  McKin- 
ney, Ester  McMurtry  (EMc),  Greg 
Mills,  Elizabeth  & Richard  Moon, 
Derek  Muschalek  (DMu),  lan  Nelson, 
Tracey  Norris,  Carolyn  Ohl-Kolb 
(COK),  Mike  Overton,  Jay  Packer 
(JaP),  Laura  Packer,  Richard  Palmer, 
Dick  Park  (DPa),  Jim  Paton  (JPa), 
Dwight  Peake  (DwP),  Raul  Pena 
(RPe),  Tim  Perkins,  Bill  Phelan 
(BPh),  James  Phelps  (JPh),  Barrett 
Pierce  (BPi),  David  Powell  (DPo), 
Sumita  Prasad,  Ross  Rasmussen, 
Ellen  Ratoosh  (ERa),  Jim  Ray  (JRa), 
Martin  Reid,  Jennifer  Reidy  (JRe),  Bill 
Reiner,  Helen  Rezjek,  Alan  Rockett, 
Chris  Runk,  George  Russell,  Monty 
Schoenhals,  Rosemary  Scott  (RSc), 
Willie  Sekula  (Central  Texas:  7063 
Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113- 
2627.  email:  wsekula@the-cia.net), 
Ken  Seyffert  (Northwest:  226  S.  Lip- 
scomb, Amarillo,  TX  79109),  Jim 
Sipora  (JSi),  Leanna  Smith  (LStn), 
Eldon  & Ruthie  Sonnenberg,  John 
Sproul  (JSp),  Jim  Stevenson  (JSt), 
Byron  Stone  (BSt),  Glenn  Swartz 
(GSw),  Danny  Swepston  (DSw),  Robert 
Truss,  Don  Verser  (DVe),  Darrell  Vollert 
(DVo),  Ron  Weeks  (RWe)  (UTC:  1 10  Indian 
Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  email: 
igarapet@brazosport.cc.tx.us),  Ed  Wetzel, 
Joyce  Wheeler  (JoW),  Don  White  (DWh), 
John  Whittle  (JWh),  Sue  Wiedenfeld  (SWi), 
Allen  Williams,  David  Wolf,  Jimmy 
Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer.  0 


Red-faced  Warbler  has  become  an  annual  late-summer  visitor  to  the  Chisos 
Mountains  in  Big  Bend  National  Park,  Texas.  Four  were  documented  this  year, 
including  this  long-staying  bird  that  was  present  23  July — 25  August  2002 

(here  16  August).  Photograph  by  Audrey  Harvey. 
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The  fall  2002  season  was  mainly  warm, 
dry,  and  without  major  storms.  A record 
cold  spell  that  plunged  temperatures 
below  zero  in  some  areas  briefly  broke  this 
pattern  in  late  October  through  early  Novem- 
ber. As  in  the  past  few  years,  drought  and  irri- 
gation demands  in  early  autumn  drew  reser- 
voirs down  to  very  low  levels,  and  migrating 
waterfowl  and  shorebirds  took  full  advantage 
of  these  altered  habitats.  Continuing  mild 
weather  in  late  fall  encouraged  birds  to  linger, 
and  a few  stayed  surprisingly  late.  Record 
numbers  of  rare  sea  ducks  visited  the  Region, 
but  Arctic  and  high-elevation  migrants  were 
unusually  scarce  or  absent.  A wonderful  array 
of  rarities  was  found,  as  evidenced  by  16 
reports  that  warranted  boldface  type. 

Abbreviations:  A.ER.  (American  Falls  Res., 
by  American  Falls,  ID);  Camas  (Camas 
N.W.R.,  Jefferson , ID);  I.B.O.  (Idaho  Bird 
Observatory  at  Lucky  Peak,  near  Boise,  ID); 
Latilong  (area  encompassed  by  one  degree 
latitude  and  one  degree  longitude  used  in 
mapping  bird  distribution  in  both  Idaho  and 
Montana). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Highlights  of  the  season  included  a Red- 
throated  Loon  near  Helena,  MT  13-20  Oct 
(GH,  m.  ob.)  and  a Yellow-billed  Loon  in 
Blaine,  ID  15-24  Nov  (GL,  m.  ob.);  both  are 
less  than  annual.  The  8 Pacific  Loons 
reported  was  about  average.  Common  Loon 
counts  of  130  at  A.ER.  18  Oct  (CT)  and  120 
at  Cascade  Res.,  Valley,  ID  27  Oct  (MC,  RLR) 
were  unusually  high.  Out-of-range  Red- 
necked Grebes  visited  Boise  23-28  Nov  (RLR, 
DT)  and  A.ER.  26  Nov  (MJ,  CT).  An  impres- 
sive 1000+  Western  Grebes  staged  at  Canyon 
Ferry  Res.,  Broadwater,  MT  1 Aug  (JP).  An 
extralimital  Clark’s  Grebe  in  Custer,  ID  2 Aug 
(TW)  provided  a first  for  Latilong  12. 
Although  increasing  in  nw.  Montana,  a flock 
of  32  American  White  Pelicans  in  Lake  29 
Sep  (WT)  was  unusually  large.  Several  post- 
breeding waders  dispersed  far  n.  of  range, 
including  a Great  Egret  in  Kootenai,  ID  16  Sep 
(SL)  and  up  to  2 others  at  Mann  L.,  Nez  Perce, 
ID  7-9  Oct  & 9-11  Nov  (m.  ob.),  2 Snowy 
Egrets  in  Madison,  MT  8 & 16  Aug  (MD,  JP, 
RW),  3 Cattle  Egrets  in  Kootenai,  ID  15  Sep 
(AP),  and  4 White-faced  Ibis  in  Madison,  MT 
16  Aug  (MD,  JP). 

An  American  Black  Duck  near  Helena,  MT 
22  Nov  (BM)  provided  a first  record  for  Lati- 
long 28.  Four  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  about 
average  for  fall,  but  less  expected  was  a 
Eurasian  x American  Wigeon  hybrid  in  Boise 
20-27  Oct  (DT).  An  amazing  11  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  reported,  perhaps  the  Region’s 
highest  total  ever.  Idaho’s  7th  Black  Scoter 
was  in  Power,  ID  10-17  Nov  (CT).  Surf  Scot- 
ers appeared  in  unprecedented  numbers, 
with  totals  of  up  to  45  in  Idaho  and  30  in 
Montana.  On  the  other  hand,  10  White- 


winged Scoters  was  about  average.  Southwest 
Idaho’s  five  Red-shouldered  Hawk  reports 
was  the  highest  seasonal  count  ever.  Reports 
included  the  capture  of  a downy  8-  to  9- 
week-old  fledgling  near  Boise  17  Aug  (BD), 
interesting  since  breeding  has  not  been  con- 
firmed in  the  Region.  A total  of  22  Broad- 
winged Hawks  was  seen,  less  than  half  of  last 
year’s  tally.  Of  these,  20  were  at  I.B.O.  13 
Sep — 2 Oct  (GK).  Totals  of  uncommon  but 
expected  shorebirds  were  about  average,  with 
5 American  Golden-Plovers,  2 Whimbrels, 
25+  Stilt  Sandpipers,  and  4 Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  reported.  Less  expected  was  Idaho’s 
6th  Hudsonian  Godwit  at  A.ER.  19-21  Sep 
(CT,  m.  ob.).  Even  better  was  the  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  in  Somers  2-10  Nov  (DC, 
m.  ob.)  that  represented  Montana’s  first 
record  and  the  Regions  2nd. 


David  Trochlell 

1931  Tallwood  Lane 
Boise,  Idaho  83706 
(dtrochlell@velocitus.net) 


JAEGERS  THROUGH  MOCKINGBIRDS 

Idaho’s  8th  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  discovered 
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Birtling  on  Borrowed  Time  tells,  in  her 
own  words,  the  remarkable  story  of 
Phoebe  Snetsinger,  the  woman  who 
saw  more  birds  in  her  life  than  any 
other  human  being  in  the  history  of 
the  world  (over  8,400). 

The  book  includes  45  illustrations  by  renowned 
avian  artist  H.  Douglas  Pratt  (including  16 
full-color  plates),  appendices,  indices,  and  a 
map  showing  Phoebe’s  travel  destinations. 
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in  Fremont  14  Sep  (TCW).  At  least  two  weeks 
early  were  2 Parasitic  Jaegers  at  A.FR.  23-30 
Aug  (CT).  A wayward  Franklins  Gull  in 
Sandpoint,  ID  25  Aug  (MJ)  was  far  n.  of 
range.  An  ad.  Little  Gull  at  A.FR.  23-26  Nov 
(CT)  provided  Idaho’s  6th  record.  The  tally  of 
rare-but-regular  gulls  was  typical,  with  5 
Mew,  5 Thayers,  9 Sabine’s,  and  2 Glaucous 
Gulls  reported.  More  interesting  were  single 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  discovered  in 
Lewiston  2 Nov  (KD)  and  Pocatello  13-14 
Nov  (MCr,  CT)  that  provided  Idaho’s  4th  and 
5th  records.  An  Arctic  Tern  was  at  A.FR.  12 
Sep  (CWo),  where  they  are  now  annual.  The 
only  reported  Band-tailed  Pigeon  visited 
l.B.O.  18  Oct  (RB).  Although  confirmed 
breeding  for  Idaho's  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
remains  elusive,  a begging  juv.  seen  near 
American  Falls  27  Aug  suggested  local  nest- 
ing (CT).  Owl  totals  at  l.B.O.  were  the  lowest 
ever,  with  only  12  Flammulated,  one  Western 
Screech-,  and  67  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls 
captured  5 Sep — 27  Oct  (GK).  Barred  Owls 
continue  to  explore  s.  Idaho:  one  heard  in 
Cassia  21-22  Sep  provided  a first  record  for 
Latilong  26  (MDe). 

A rare  Anna’s  Hummingbird  visited  Mis- 
soula, MT  8 Aug  (S  &r  GS),  where  one  was 
present  last  year.  Idaho’s  10th  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  visited  Boise  26  Sep  (RR).  A 
White-headed  Woodpecker  discovered  in 
Kootenai  20  Oct  (DSc)  was  newsworthy;  they 


Fremont , ID  2 Oct  (CW).  A Magnolia  Warbler 
was  near  Boise  2-10  Sep  (RB,  MC,  DT),  and 
one  was  at  Camas  27  Sep  (DC1,  MCr).  The 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  Red  Rock 
Lakes  N.W.R.,  Beaverhead  14  Aug  (CW)  was 
about  the  3rd  for  w.  Montana.  An  errant 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  was  near  Boise  5 
Oct  (CF),  where  they  are  less  than  annual. 
Also  discovered  at  l.B.O.  was  Idaho’s  2nd 
Hermit  Warbler  14  Aug  (tJC,  ES).  Single 
Blackburnian  Warblers  at  Camas  12  Sep 
(MCr,  MJ,  DM)  and  in  Boise  12  Oct  (DT)  pro- 
vided Idaho’s  2nd  and  3rd  records.  Idaho’s  5th 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  appeared  in  Minidoka 
12  Sep  (tSB,  CWo).  A total  of  8 Blackpoll 
Warblers  visited  Idaho  in  Sep,  the  highest 
seasonal  count  ever.  The  only  reported  Black- 
and-white  Warbler  was  in  Bingham , ID  25-26 
Aug  (DM).  At  least  4 American  Redstarts  vis- 
ited Ada , ID,  where  they  are  not  annual.  Espe- 
cially rare  in  fall  was  an  Ovenbird  that  came 
through  Boise  15  Sep  (MC).  Boise  also  hosted 
Idaho’s  4th  Hooded  Warbler  7 Oct  (MC).  A 
Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Boise  11  Nov+  (DT)  was 
the  Gem  State’s  latest  ever. 

Especially  rare  in  fall  was  a Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  captured  at  l.B.O.  1 Sep  (RB).  Single 
Swamp  Sparrows  in  Ravalli,  MT  18  Oct  (WT) 
and  Gooding,  ID  29  Nov  (RB,  CF)  were  note- 
worthy, since  they  are  less  than  annual.  Rare 
Zonotrichia  sparrows  were  relatively  scarce; 
only  8 White-throated,  one  Golden-crowned, 
and  3 Harris’s  Sparrows  were  found.  Fourteen 
Rusty  Blackbirds  made  an  excellent  fall  total. 
Idaho’s  Great-tailed  Grackles  nested  success- 
fully in  Marsing,  and  one  remained  through- 
out the  fall  in  Owylice  (RLR).  Several  Common 
Grackles  were  noted,  but  the  flock  of  over  200 
in  Helena,  MT  16  Sep  (DSu)  was  undoubtedly 
a Regional  record.  A Purple  Finch  at  Camas  19 
Sep  (MCr)  was  a first  for  Latilong  21.  Lesser 
Goldfinches  continue  to  wander  ever  north- 
ward; a flock  of  4 in  Clearwater  4 Nov  QCe) 
provided  a surprising  Idaho  panhandle  record. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Steve  Bouffard,  Ryan  Brady, 
Jay  Carlisle  (JC),  Jerry  Cebula  (JCe),  Darren 
Clark  (DC1),  Marty  Collar  (MCr),  Mark  Col- 
lie (MC),  Brian  Cooper,  Mark  Delwiche 
(MDe),  Betty  Duggan,  Kas  Dumroese,  Craig 
Fosdick,  Jim  Holcomb,  Greg  Kalteneker, 
Steve  Lindsay,  Candace  Lowther,  Marlin 
Jones,  George  Livingston,  Nancy  Mertz,  Dale 
Miller,  Alan  Place,  Richard  Renstrom,  Greg 
Rice,  Hadley  Roberts,  R.L  Rowland,  Doug 
Schonewald  (DSc),  Emily  Stoddard,  Shirley 
Sturts,  Dave  Trochlell,  Chuck  Trost,  Tom 
Weber,  Cliff  Weisse  (CW),  Chris  Wood 
(CWo).  MONTANA:  Dan  Casey,  Mark  Don- 
ahue (MD),  George  Holton,  Jeff  Marks,  Bob 
Martinka,  Sally  MacDonald,  John  Parker,  Bob 
Rost,  Don  Skaar  (DS),  Sue  and  Gordon 
Skaggs,  Dan  Sullivan  (DSu),  Wayne  Tree, 
Robin  Wolcott.  ££ 


are  rarely  reported  in  n.  Idaho.  The  bird  of  the 
season  was  a vocalizing  Tropical  Kingbird 
videotaped  at  Camas  22  Sep  (DC1,  tMCr, 
GR);  it  provided  a first  record  for  Idaho  and 
the  Region.  Idaho’s  3rd  Blue-headed  Vireo 
was  captured  at  l.B.O.  12  Sep  (ph.  RB). 
Another  3rd  record  for  Idaho  was  the 
Philadelphia  Vireo  in  Fremont  31  Aug 
(TCW).  Blue  Jays  made  their  best  showing  in 
three  years,  with  a total  of  27  reported.  Most 
significant  of  these  reports  was  the  discovery 
of  Blue  Jay  fledglings  in  Livingston  (SM), 
which  established  the  first  breeding  record  in 
s.-cen.  Montana.  Adding  an  odd  footnote  to 
the  jay  reports  were  single  Blue  x Steller’s  Jays 
in  Hamilton,  MT  5 Sep  (WT)  and  Coeur  d’A- 
lene, ID  26  Sep — 18  Nov  (NM).  A Purple 
Martin  in  Boise  11  Sep  (BC)  was  the  first 
Idaho  report  in  nine  years.  Record  late  were 
up  to  2 Tree  Swallows  in  Power,  ID  26-30  Oct 
(CT)  and  a Barn  Swallow  in  Fremont,  ID  13- 
20  Nov  (CW).  Idaho  birders  found  rare 
Northern  Mockingbirds  in  Canyon  10  Sep 
QH),  at  Camas  21-25  Sep  (DCI,  MCr),  and  in 
Marsing  4 Oct  (MC).  Very  unusual  anywhere 
in  nw.  Montana,  was  a family  of  Sage  Thrash- 
ers in  Sanders  5 Aug  (BR). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

It  was  an  outstanding  season  for  rare  war- 
blers. Single  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were 
reported  at  Camas  22-24  Sep  (MCr)  and  in 


Early  fall  in  Wyoming  saw  near-normal 
rainfall,  particularly  from  August  thun- 
derstorms, though  the  rest  of  fall’s  pre- 
cipitation was  below  normal  in  that  state.  In 
Colorado,  by  contrast,  August  marked  the 
twelfth  consecutive  month  with  much- 
below-normal  precipitation  statewide,  but 
between  September  and  November,  the  state’s 
precipitation  returned  to  near  normal.  Never- 
theless, by  the  end  of  the  period,  some  areas 
in  southern  Colorado  still  had  had  less  than 
10  cm  of  moisture  since  September  2001. 
Long-term  moisture  deficits  were  so  severe 
that  Colorado  experienced  its  driest  (and 
Wyoming  its  second  driest)  January  to 
November  on  record. 

The  drought  seriously  depleted  nectar 
resources,  both  in  terms  of  the  number  of 
flowering  plants  and  the  amount  of  nectar  per 
flower  in  the  foothills  and  mountains  ( fide 
Joey  Kellner).  Many  observers  commented  on 
the  impressive  number  of  hummingbirds  in 
both  states,  including  unprecedented  num- 
bers of  Rufous,  Calliope,  and  to  a lesser 
extent  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  on  the 
plains  of  Wyoming  and  Colorado. 

Dry  conditions  also  strongly  correlated 
with  the  appearance  of  Western  Scrub-Jays 
and  Steller’s  Jays  at  lower  elevations,  includ- 
ing the  length  of  the  1-25  corridor  in  Col- 
orado, the  Arkansas  River  Valley,  and  the 
Grand  Valley.  Long-term  spatial  analysis  of 
corvid  and  hummingbird  movements  in  rela- 
tion to  moisture  conditions  in  the  West 
would  be  most  interesting. 

What  most  birders  will  likely  remember 
about  the  fall  of  2002  was  not  the  drought  but 
the  record  number  of  first  state  records  for 
Colorado  and  the  high-end  rarities  in 
Wyoming.  Colorado  observers  found  an 
incredible  six  species  that  would  represent 
first  state  records:  Arctic  Loon,  Black  Vulture, 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  and  Sulphur-bel- 
lied Flycatcher  were  photographed  and/or 
videotaped,  while  there  were  well-described 
sight-records  for  Cave  Swallow  and  Smith’s 
Longspur.  Wyoming  highlights  included  Mis- 
sissippi Kite,  Mew  Gull,  Arctic  Tern,  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker,  and  Canada  Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.  (Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
Pueblo  and  El  Paso , CO);  C.V.C.G.  (Crow  Val- 
ley Campground,  Weld,  CO);  E.K.W.  (Edness 


Mountain  West 


Kimball  Wilkins  State  Park,  Natrona , WY); 
EC.R.P  (Fountain  Creek  Regional  Park,  El 
Paso,  CO);  W.H.R.  (Wyoming  Hereford 
Ranch,  Laramie,  WY).  All  sightings  are  from 
Colorado,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 


Van  A.Truan 

1901  Court  Street 
Pueblo,  Colorado  81003 


LOONS  THROUGH  DOCKS 

A Red-necked  Grebe  at  Trinidad  L.,  Las  Ani- 
mas 21  Oct  (VAT)  was  the  first  for  that 
county.  Just  to  the  n.,  a subad.  Brown  Pelican 
at  Lathrop  S.P,  Huerfano  7 Aug- — 7 Sep  (JKe, 
RM,  m.  ob.)  was  also  a county  first.  A juv.  Lit- 
tle Blue  Heron  was  nw.  of  Rocky  Ford, 
Otero/Crowley  24  Aug  (BKP).  A juv.  Tricol- 


(vtruan@msn.com) 

Brandon  K.  Percival 

835  Harmony  Drive 
Pueblo  West,  Colorado  81007 


The  reservoirs  along  the  e.  flank  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  provide  superb  bird  habitat.  The  total  number  of  individ- 
uals is  not  high  when  compared  with  other  regions,  but  the  relative  frequency  of  many  species  is  often  surprising. 
Consider  loons,  where  in  an  average  fail  season,  Common  Loons  may  only  outnumber  Pacific  Loons  at  these  reservoirs  by 
3:1 . In  an  average  fall,  we  reasonably  expect  1 5-20  Pacific  Loons,  mostly  e.  of  the  Rockies.  At  least  one  or  2 Red-throated 
Loons  are  typically  found;  the  lack  of  any  this  season  is  worthy  of  comment.This  fall,  single  juv.  Yellow-billed  Loons  were 
observed  at  Boyd  L.,  Larimer  3-13  Nov  (NK,  m.  ob.),  Chatfield  Res  .Jefferson/Douglas,  17-23  Nov  (IS,  TE,  m.  ob.),  and  Big 
Johnson  Res.,  El  Paso  24  Nov  (BG).The  Kingerys  found  an  odd  loon  on  17  Nov  in  a gravel  pit  pond  near  Franktown,  Dou- 
glas. By  19  Nov,  birders  were  able  to  closely  observe,  photograph,  and  videotape  the  loon — an  adult  Arctic  Loon,  Col- 
orado's first  and  the  second  interior  record  for  the  Lower  48  states.  On  20  Nov,  the  bird  left  the  pond  and  was  relocated  21 
Nov  at  Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe  (BBn),  where  it  stayed  through  the  22nd. 


(flammowl@juno.com) 

Christopher  L.Wood 

8050  Niwot  Road  #4 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503 
(zeledonia@cfo-link.org) 
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ored  Heron  was  at  L.  Cheraw,  Otero  13  Aug 
(RM);  perhaps  the  same  bird  was  near  Rocky 
Ford,  16-31  Aug  (SO,  m.  ob.).  Prewitt  Res., 
Washington  hosted  the  states  7th  Reddish 
Egret,  a dark-morph  juv.  1 Sep  (JMK,  v.  o.).  A 
juv.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  was  along 
the  Arkansas  R.,  w.  ol 
Pueblo  27-28  Aug  (BKP,  m. 
ob.).  Long  expected  in  Col- 
orado, an  ad.  Black  Vulture 
at  John  Martin  Res.,  Bent 
13-14  Aug  (ph.  DN,  m.  ob.) 
provided  the  state  with  its 
first  record. 

While  regular  in  e. 

Wyoming,  2 Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  at  Goldeneye 
Res.,  Natrona  WY  30  Oct 
(CEM)  were  w.  of  usual. 

The  only  documented 
Trumpeter  Swan  in  Col- 
orado was  a juv.  at  Chat- 
field  Res.  27  Nov  (JMK).  By 
contrast,  Tundra  Swans 
made  a strong  showing  in 
Colorado:  2 at  N.  Poudre 
Res.  #3,  Larimer  1-2  Nov 
(DAL,  RH);  2 ads.  and  a juv. 
at  Lathrop  State  Park  2-11 
Nov  (JKe,  JBy,  RM);  a juv.  w. 
of  Pueblo  17-28  Nov+ 

(RM,  BKP,  CS,  m.  ob.);  and 
2 ads.  and  3 juvs.  at  Stand- 
ley  L.,  Jefferson  25  Nov 
(JBn;  the  ads.  remained 
until  28  Nov;  v.  o.).  Eight 
Tundra  Swans  were  at 
Fontenelle  Reservoir,  WY  8 
Nov  (SP).  A male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  delighted  observers 
at  Pueblo  City  Park  12 
Oct-30  Nov+  (MY,  LB,  CS, 
m.  ob.).  A female  American 
Black  Duck  at  Lower 
Latham  Res.,  Weld  30  Nov 
(TL,  RO,  JBs)  was  about  the 
18th  reported  from  Col- 
orado. It  was  a fine  season 
for  sea  ducks  in  both  states. 

Two  Surf  Scoters  were  at 
Buffalo,  Johnson , WY  27  Oct  (J&GL)  and 
Evansville,  WY  1 Nov  (CEM,  BRn).  One  was 
at  Fontenelle  Reservoir,  WY  8 Nov  (SP).  Two 
White-winged  Scoters  were  at  Goldeneye 
Res.,  WY  28  Oct  (CEM).  Up  to  2 Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  at  Gray  Reef  Res.,  Natrona  3-5 
Nov  (DF,  J&GL,  CEM),  and  another  was  at 
Alcova  Reservoir,  Natrona  on  3 Nov  (DF). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  was  seen  far  w.  of  its 
usual  haunts  at  Green  River,  Sweetwater  9 Sep 
(vt.  CLW),  providing  Wyoming  with  its  4th 
record.  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  Wyoming 
included  singles  at  E.K.W.  23  Aug  and  2 Oct 


(CEM);  Colorado  reported  average  numbers. 
An  ad.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  soaring  over  Doudy 
Draw,  Boulder  6 Aug  (CLW,  BSc)  was  Col- 
orado’s 3rd  record  and  one  of  the  northern- 
most for  w.  North  America. 

Colorado’s  2nd  Purple  Gallinule  stalked 
garden  invertebrates  by 
day  and  roosted  in  a 
spruce  tree  by  night  in  a 
Loveland  backyard, 
Larimer  26  Aug — 3 Sep 
(Cyndi  Mosch,  m.  ob.). 
Single  Red  Knots  were  at 
Adobe  Creek  Res.,  Bent 
7 Sep  (BKP,  LE)  and 
Jackson  Res.,  Morgan 
20-21  Sep  (JMK,  NE, 
GW,  m.  ob.).  Rarely 
reported  from  sw.  Col- 
orado, 2 Dunlin  were  at 
Totten  Res.,  Montezuma 
16  Aug  (JBy,  PD).  Two 
Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers in  Colorado  rep- 
resented an  average  fall, 
with  juvs.  at  Milton 
Res.,  Weld  6 Sep  (RO) 
and  Jackson  Res.  20  Sep 
(JMK,  NE,  GW).  A juv. 
Ruff  at  L.  Meredith, 
Crowley  5-8  Oct  (SO,  m. 
ob.)  was  only  the  2nd 
Colorado  record.  Con- 
sidered very  rare  in 
Wyoming,  a juv.  Short- 
billed Dowitcher  was  at 
Cheyenne,  WY  8 Sep 
(DF,  ET).  Red  Phala- 
ropes  staged  one  of  the 
best  showings  ever  in 
Colorado,  with  singles 
reported  from:  Jackson 
Res.  11  (DF)  & 18  Aug 
(JMK,  v.o.);  Milton  Res. 
25  Aug  (RO);  Barr  L„ 
Adams  10  Sep  (TL); 
Chatfield  Res.  17  Sep 
(JMK,  JBH);  and  Big 
Johnson  Res.,  El  Paso  5 
Oct  (TL,  NG,  SY). 

A juv.  Little  Gull  was  at  Poudre  Res.  #3, 
Larimer  9 Sep  (RH),  with  others  at  Standley 
L.,  Jefferson  12  Sep  (LS)  and  Cherry  Creek 
Res.,  Arapahoe  17  Sep  (2  birds;  TL,  RO).  An 
ad.  Mew  Gull  was  at  Green  River,  WY  10  Nov 
(RS);  there  are  few  Wyoming  reports  of  the 
species.  Another  ad.  Mew  Gull  was  at  Seeley 


L.,  Weld  1-2  Nov  (NK,  TL,  NG,  NP),  and  a 
3rd  was  at  Mulligan  Res.  & Union  Res.,  Weld 
30  Nov  (TL,  JBs,  RO).  A juv.  Glaucous- 
winged  Gull  was  reported  from  Horsetooth 
Res.,  Larimer  30  Nov  (NK,  v.  o.).  An  ad.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  accidental  in  the  West, 
was  at  Aurora  Res.,  Arapahoe  23-30  Nov 
(GW).  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  Wyoming  included 
singles  at  Goldeneye  Res.  4 Oct  (BSo)  and  at 
Evansville  1 Nov  (CEM).  Four  Common 
Terns  were  in  Evansville,  WY  6 Oct  (J&GL). 
What  may  be  Wyoming’s  first  photographed 
Arctic  Tern  was  at  Goldeneye  Res.,  Natrona 
18-19  Sep  (ph.  DF,  CEM,  J&GL),  and  a juv. 
was  at  Standley  L.  10-11  Sep  (TL,  LS,  NG). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Three  White-winged  Doves  including  a copu- 
lating pair  were  seen  in  La  Junta,  Otero  4 Aug 
(SO),  and  8 were  in  the  same  area  on  5 Oct 
(SO).  Another  White-winged  Dove  was  at 
Standley  L.  8 Sep  (LS).  As  many  as  6 Inca 
Doves  were  at  Lamar,  Prowers  29  Sep — 30 
Nov+  (JT)»  and  another  was  in  Las  Animas, 
Bent  7-9  Nov  (DN).  A Greater  Roadrunner 
was  found  at  Salida,  Chaffee  20  Oct  (SY),  a 
first  for  the  county.  An  ad.  male  Snowy  Owl 
was  observed  s.  of  L.  Meredith,  Crowley  29 
Nov  (SO). 

A Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  at  W.H.R., 
WY  28  Sep  (DF,  J&GL  et  ah);  there  are  at 
most  three  previous  records  for  the  state.  An 
Alder  Flycatcher  photographed  n.  of  Ordway, 
Crowley  25  Aug  (LS,  TL),  was  the  first  fall 
record  for  the  state.  An  ad.  male  Vermilion 
Flycatcher  was  at  C.B.R.,  Pueblo  25  Sep  (NG, 
RG).  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  were  found 
along  the  Front  Range,  in  Ft.  Collins,  Col- 
orado City,  and  Colorado  Springs.  The  land- 
bird  of  the  season  was  a very  unexpected  Sul- 
phur-bellied Flycatcher  at  Adobe  Creek  Res., 
Bent  18-19  Sep  (DN,  m.  ob.),  not  surprisingly, 
a first  for  Colorado.  The  summering  White- 
eyed Vireo  at  Rye  stayed  to  14  Sep;  another 
was  at  Lamar  17  Sep  0T).  Single  Blue-headed 
Vireos  were  in  Las  Animas  10  Sep  (DN), 
Castlewood  Canyon  State  Park,  Douglas  14- 
16  Sep  (KM,  HEK),  and  at  Durango,  La  Plata 
25  Oct  (BRr),  w.  Colorado’s  first.  Single 
Philadelphia  Vireos  were  at  C.VC.G.  26  Sep 
(DAL),  in  w.  Colorado  at  Nucla,  Montrose  30 
Sep  (CD,  BW),  and  at  Ft.  Collins  4 Oct  (RH). 
A Blue  Jay  wandered  w.  to  Wilson,  WY  28 
Oct — 30  Nov  (DSt).  An  ad.  Cave  Swallow 
was  briefly  observed  near  John  Martin  Res.  23 
Aug  (DN),  providing  Colorado  with  yet 
another  potential  first  state  record. 


Late  fail  hummingbirds  receive  very  dose  scrutiny  and  for  good  reason.  Late  this  fall,  a report  of  a hummingbird 
J A thought  to  have  been  a very  late  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  was  of  sufficient  interest  to  avid  hummingbird-ban- 
der Steve  Bouricius  to  cause  him  to  drive  over  and  take  a look. The  result:  Colorado's  first  Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  an 
ad. female  at  Clifton,  Mesa  1 2-30  Nov+  (Bob  Myer,  SB,  m.  ob.).  Remarkably,  this  bird  had  been  present  since  mid-summer. 
But  grab  hold  of  your  bootstraps,  folks:  Bouricius  captured  this  bird  to  band  it,  only  to  discover  that  it  already  had  already 
been  banded:  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  on  5 Jan  2002! 


This  juvenile  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  found  at 
Boyd  Lake,  Larimer,  Colorado  onlO  November 
2002.  The  species  has  been  annual  in  the  state  in 
the  last  decade.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Spencer. 


A first  documented  record  for  Colorado,  long 
expected,  was  this  Black  Vulture  at  Hasty  Camp- 
ground 14  August  2002.  Photograph  by  Chris  Wood. 


This  adult  Purple  Gallinule  was  found  in  a 
backyard  in  Loveland,  Colorado  (here  27  August 
2002);  it  furnished  a second  state  record. 

Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIR1 


The  only  Carolina  Wren  reported  was  in 
Lamar  27  Nov  (JT).  A Winter  Wren  was  at 
E.K.W.  2 Oct  (CEM).  A flock  of  75  Bushtits 
including  dependent  young  in  Boulder  3 
Aug  (TF)  was  probably  the  largest  flock  of 
this  species  found  along  the  Front  Range  n. 
of  El  Paso;  this  area  has  few  breeding  records 
of  Bushtit  and  none  for  the  atlas  period. 
Away  from  their  usual  haunts,  small  flocks 
of  Bushtits  were  recorded  at  four  locations  in 
the  s.  and  e.  suburbs  of  the  Denver  Metro 
area  in  Aug,  including  2 at  Cherry  Creek 
Res.,  Arapahoe  18  Aug  (Karl  Stecher).  East- 
ern Bluebirds  appeared  in  above-average 
numbers  along  the  foothills,  the  most  out- 
of-range  being  2 at  Alcova  Res.,  WY  5 Oct 
(CEM,  J&GJ)  and  an  ad.  male  at  Green  R., 
Sweetwater , WY  8-10  Nov  (C&BB,  RS).  A 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  reported  in  Colorado 
City,  Pueblo  31  Oct  (DSi)  was  very  late  and 
only  the  2nd  documented  fall  report  for  Col- 
orado. A strong  showing  for  Wood  Thrushes 
in  Colorado  this  fall  was  composed  of  single 
birds  at  C.V.C.G.  27-28  Sep  (RO,  SM), 
C.B.R.,  El  Paso  4 Oct  (NG);  Niwot,  Boulder  7 
Oct  (CLW,  SLH),  and  Ft.  Lyon,  Bent  26  Oct 
(BKP,  KH).  A Varied  Thrush  was  sw.  of  Cody, 
Park , WY  12  Oct  (CW);  another  female  was 
at  Ft.  Lyon  24-26  Oct  (DN,  m.  ob.).  A 
Northern  Mockingbird  turned  up  in 
Natrona , WY  29  Sep  (HS),  where  rare.  A 
Sprague’s  Pipit  seen  at  L.  Meredith  8 Oct 
(CLW,  DN)  was  the  first  documented  away 
from  ne.  Colorado. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  GROSBEAKS 

The  dearth  of  cold  fronts  contributed  to  a 
lackluster  warbler  migration  in  the  Region. 
Rare  in  fall,  a male  Blue-winged  Warbler  was 
at  Pueblo  City  Park  23  Oct — 1 Nov  (BKP,  KH, 
m.  ob.)  and  was  probably  killed  by  an  Accip- 
iter  3 Nov.  This  bird 
was  joined  by  a 
duller  Blue-winged 
on  28  Oct  (CLW  et 
al.).  A Magnolia 
Warbler  was 
reported  from  Chaf- 
fee 10  Oct  (RM). 

Blackburnian  War- 
bler reports  hailed 
from  Ft.  Collins  20 
Sep  (JBn,  v.  o.)  and 
at  Dixon  Res.,  Ft. 

Collins  29  Sep 
(NK).  Single  Pine 
Warblers  were 
observed  w.  of 
Pueblo  27  Aug 
(BKP)  and  17  Sep 
(MY),  at  Chatfield 
Res.  8 Sep  (AS),  and  at  Pueblo  City  Park  28 
Oct  (CLW  et  al.).  A first-fall  Prairie  Warbler 
was  at  C.V.C.G.  3 Sep  (JBF,  BKP,  RH,  DAL, 
JH),  and  another  was  seen  in  Chaffee  10-11 


Oct  (RM).  A Yellow  Palm  Warbler  was 
reported  from  L.  Estes,  Larimer  10  Sep  (GM, 
SRo).  This  subspecies  is  quite  rare  in  Col- 
orado, and  most  records  are  from  the  late  fall 
and  early  winter.  A first-fall  male  Bay- 
breasted Warbler  was  at  Ft.  Collins  25-26  Sep 
(JM,  RH).  Also  in  Ft. 

Collins  was  a female  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  14-21 
Sep  (DAL  nr.  ob.).  An 
imm.  Mourning  Warbler 
found  in  Durango,  La 
Plata  12  Sep  (JBy,  PD) 
was  the  first  for  w.  Col- 
orado. A Canada  War- 
bler was  at  Milton  Res.  6- 
7 Sep  (RO).  Wyoming 
warbler  highlights 
included  at  least  6 
Nashville  Warblers.  A 
Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  at  E.K.W. 

25  Aug  (BRn),  and 
W.H.R  hosted  2 Black- 
throated  Green  War- 
blers— a probable  ad. 
male  on  19  Sep  and  a 
probable  first-fall  female 
on  22  Sep  (DF).  The 
ranch  also  held  a West- 
ern Palm  Warbler  19  Sep 
(CLW,  JH).  Wyoming’s 
most  stellar  warbler  was 
a Canada  Warbler  e.  of 
Rock  Springs  9 Sep 
(CLW) — only  the  3rd  or 
4th  for  Wyoming. 

An  ad.  male  Hepatic  Tanager  was  pho- 
tographed in  Golden,  Jefferson  9 Sep  (BB1), 
well  n.  of  its  breeding  range  in  the  state.  A 
Summer  Tanager  at  Browns  Park  N.W.R., 
Mojfat  6 Oct  (SH) 
afforded  a rare  nw. 
Colorado  sight- 
ing. An  ad.  male 
Scarlet  Tanager 
was  in  El  Paso  29 
Sep  (MPe).  An  ad. 
Eastern  Towhee 
was  reported  from 
4-5  Oct 
(KP,  BG  et  al.).  A 
Swamp  Sparrow 
was  at  Alcova 
Res.,  Natrona , WY 
5 Oct  (J&GL, 
CEM).  A first- 
year  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow 
was  near  Rocky 
Ford,  Otero  22-23 
Oct  (SO)  and  another  at  a feeder  in  Lewis, 
Montezuma  29  Oct — 1 Nov  (BP.  D&MH). 
Two  Smith’s  Longspurs  along  the  shore  of 
Barr  L.,  Adam s 11  Sep  (TL,  DF,  LK)  may 


finally  provide  Colorado  with  its  first  state 
record  of  this  most  overdue  species.  There 
have  been  several  reports  of  this  species  in 
Colorado  through  the  years,  but  until  now, 
none  have  been  sufficiently  documented  for  a 
first  state  record.  Single  Snow  Buntings  were 
n.  of  Canon  City,  Fremont 
20  Nov  (ph.  JJ)  and  at 
Pueblo  Reservoir  24  Nov 
(BSc,  JS).  Snow  Buntings 
were  first  reported  in 
Wyoming  at  the  Jackson 
Power  Plant  25  Nov  (SP). 

A Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak was  in  Natrona , WY  5 
Oct  (J&GL).  Painted 
Buntings  were  recorded 
from  se.  Colorado,  where  a 
first-fall  female  was  at 
Lathrop  S.P  8 Sep  (BKP, 
LE),  and  an  ad.  female  was 
w.  of  Pueblo  10  Sep  (RM). 
Single  female  or  juv.  male 
Purple  Finches  were  at 
Lamar  2-8  Nov  (JT)  and 
Boulder  4 Nov  (MPl).  A 
female  Lesser  Goldfinch 
was  at  Grayrocks  Res., 
Platte , WY  18  Sep  (DF). 

Cited  observers:  Jason 
Beason  (JBn),  Jim  Beatty 
(JBy),  Joe  Bens  (JBs),  Bob 
Brown  (BBn),  Brenda  Bur- 
rell (BBl),  Steve  Bouricius, 
Cliff  & Bev  Boevers 
(C&BB),  Leon  Bright, 
Peter  Derven,  Coen  Dexter,  Beth  Dillon,  Lisa 
Edwards,  Tammy  Ellsworth,  Norm  Erthal, 
Doug  Faulkner.  Joe  B.  Fontaine,  Nancy  Gob- 
ris,  Ren  Gobris,  Bob  Goycoolea,  Suzanne 
Halvorson,  Stephanie  L.  Hanson,  J.B.  Hayes 
(JBH),  Dean  & Mona  Hill  (D&MH),  Joe  Him- 
mel,  Ken  Hollinga,  Rachel  Hopper,  Jack 
Hugus,  Paul  Hurtado,  Jeff  Jones,  Jonathan 
Kelley  (JKe),  Joey  M.  Kellner,  Loch  Kil- 
patrick, Hugh  E.  Kingery,  Urling  Kingery, 
Nick  Komar,  Jim  & Gloria  Lawrence  (J&GL), 
David  A.  Leatherman,  Tony  Leukering,  Roger 
Linfield  (RLn),  Joe  Mammoser,  Gary 
Matthews,  Steve  Messick,  Karen  Metz,  Chris- 
tian E.  Michelson,  Rich  Miller,  C.  Mosch 
Duane  Nelson,  Ric  Olson,  Stan  Oswald,  Ken 
Pals,  Susan  Patla,  Brandon  K.  Percival,  Mark 
Peterson  (MPe),  Nathan  Pipelow,  Myron 
Plooster  (MPl),  Bill  Prather,  Betty  Rickman 
(BRn),  Bob  Righter  (BRr),  Scott  Roederer 
(SRo),  Hustace  Scott,  Ira  Sanders,  Bill 
Schmoker  (BSc),  Jim  Schmoker,  Larry  Semo, 
David  Silverman  (DSi),  Bob  South,  Clif 
Smith,  Rick  Steenburg,  David  Stokes  (DSt), 
Elena  Thomas,  Janeal  Thompson,  Van  A. 
Truan,  Glenn  Walbek,  Cynthia  Wolf,  Christo- 
pher L.  Wood,  Andrew  Spencer,  Brenda 
Wright,  Mark  Yaeger,  Sherrie  York. 


This  juvenile  Ruff  at  Lake  Meredith,  Crowley  County,  Colorado 
was  present  5-8  (here  6)  October  2002  and  constituted 
Colorado's  second  state  record.  Photograph  by  Rachel  Hopper. 


F.C.R.P. 


This  female  Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  a state  first, 
was  at  Clifton,  Mesa  County,  Colorado,  12  November 
through  22  December  2002,  here  photographed  14 

November.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


Several  unusual  warblers  were  seen  in  eastern 
Colorado  in  early  November,  including  this  North- 
ern Waterthrush  nicely  photographed  along  Boul- 
der Creek,  in  Boulder,  Colorado  on  the  late  date  of 
3 November  2002.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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The  dry  conditions  of  spring  and  summer 
continued  throughout  the  Basin  for  the 
fall.  Many  areas  are  still  well  below  nor- 
mal for  precipitation,  and  the  mountains  head 
into  winter  with  a below-average  snow  pack. 
How  the  drought  may  be  affecting  birds  is  not 
clear.  Mountain  species  were  little  reported  in 
the  lowlands,  perhaps  due  to  the  mild  condi- 
tions and  lack  of  snow  at  higher  elevations. 
Warbler  migration  was  average,  with  a few 
highlights  and  no  large  concentrations 
reported. 

Abbreviations:  A.l.C.  (Antelope  Island  Cause- 
way, Davis  UT);  Ash  Meadows  (Ash  Meadows 
N.W.R.,  Nye  NV);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark , NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farming- 
ton  Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis  UT);  Fish  Springs  (Fish 
Springs  N.W.R.,  Juab , UT);  Garr  Ranch  (Garr 


Ranch,  Antelope  Island  S.P,  Davis,  UT)  H.B.V.P. 
(Henderson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark  NV); 
Lemmon  V.M.  (Lemmon  Valley  Marsh,  Washoe 
NV);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington, 
UT);  Millers  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda, 
NV);  Parker  Ranch  (Parker  Ranch  Preserve, 
Nye,  NV),  Red  Hills  G.C.  (Red  Hills  Golf 
Course,  St.  George,  Washington,  UT),  Overton 
(Overton  W.M.A.,  Clark  NV);  P.L.  (Pyramid  L, 
Washoe  NV);  Q.C.R.  (Quail  Creek  Res.,  Wash- 
ington, UT);  South  Shore  G.S.L.  (South  Shore 
Great  Salt  Lake,  Salt  Lake,  UT),  Stillwater  (Still- 
water N.W.R.,  Churchill  NV),  U.B.R.C.  (Utah 
Bird  Records  Committee),  Washington  Fields 
(Washington  Fields,  Washington,  UT). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Four  reports  of  Pacific  Loon  (Washoe,  NV; 
Gaifield,  Morgan  and  Salt  Lake,  UT)  were  nor- 
mal for  the  Region.  Horned  Grebes  were  widely 
reported,  with  a high  count  of  8 at  L.  Tahoe, 
Washoe  11  Nov  (MM).  Four  Red-necked  Grebes 
were  reported:  single  individuals  were  observed 
at  PL.  2 Oct-23  Nov  (JF,  SF),  East  Canyon  Res., 
Morgan,  UT  28  Oct-3  Nov  (ph.  JTo,  BHt,  GC), 
Lindon  landfill  pond,  Utah,  UT  1-5  Nov  (ph. 
KCC,  EH,  TR),  and  Q.C.R.  17  Nov-18  Dec  (ph. 
RF).  An  unusually  high  count  for  Washington  of 
471  American  White  Pelicans  was  made  at  Sun 
River  G.C.  23  Sep  (BHu). 

Low  numbers  of  Wood  Ducks  were  widely 
scattered  throughout  the  Region,  as  is  normal. 
However,  an  unusually  large  concentration  of 
44  was  observed  28  Nov  at  a pond  along 
LaVerkin  Cr.,  Washington  (S&PS,  RF,  KCo). 
Two  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found  this  season. 
The  first  was  at  Stillwater  10  Oct  (BHe)  and  the 
2nd  at  Sunbrook  Golf  Course  (St.  George), 
Washington  12  Oct  (WHu  et  al.).  This  species  is 
not  reported  every  year.  Greater  Scaup  are  being 


found  with  more  regularity,  as  observers 
become  more  familiar  and  confident  with  their 
identification.  Eight  were  at  Q.C.R.  4 Nov  (RF), 
one  was  at  Lower  Bowns  Res.  6 Nov  (BHu,  CS), 
and  16  were  counted  at  PL.  28  Nov  (JWt).  A 
bird  first  thought  to  be  a male  Greater  Scaup  at 
Green  Springs  G.C.,  Washington  31  Oct 
appears,  on  examination  of  photos  taken  later, 
to  be  a Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup  hybrid.  Two 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  found,  both  in  Utah: 
one  female  was  at  East  Canyon  Res.  3 Nov+ 
(J&KB),  and  an  ad.  female  and  an  imm.  female 
were  at  Lower  Stillwater  (Rock  Creek),  Duch- 
esne, UT  12  Nov  (BM).  This  fall  saw  a major 
invasion  of  Surf  and  White-winged  Scoters  into 
the  Great  Basin.  The  first  Surf  Scoters  reported 
were  4 from  Stillwater  29  Sep  (RSm,/ide  BHe). 
Subsequently  there  were  nearly  50  reported 
through  the  rest  of  the  season  in  Nevada  (Clark, 
Douglas,  Washoe ) and  Utah  (Cache,  Morgan, 
Washington).  A high  count  of  32  was  at  PL.  6 
Nov  (JWt,  BHa).  The  first  White-winged  Scoter 
was  at  H.B.V.P.  20  Oct  (TLa).  Shortly  thereafter, 
they  were  found  at  PL.,  with  a high  count  of  4 
on  6 Nov  (JWt,  BHa).  One  was  in  the  Carson 
Valley,  Douglas  23  Nov  (JE,  B&BC,  BG).  They 
hung  on  through  the  rest  of  the  season  at  P.L. 
Utah’s  first  White-winged  Scoter  of  the  season 
was  observed  at  East  Canyon  Res.,  Morgan  28 
Oct.  (DSh),  and  2 were  seen  there  2 Nov  (EH). 
Other  Utah  localities  included  one  at  Q.C.R.  30 
Oct  (RF),  one  at  Powell  Slough,  Utah  1-6  Nov 
(KCC,  AC),  and  one  female  at  Washington’s  new 
Sand  Hollow  Res.  21  Nov  (CS,  BHu)  into  Dec 
(RF,  SS).  An  interesting  goldeneye  at  Q.C.R.  2 
Nov  was  thought  to  be  a Common  x Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  hybrid  (RE  GB). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

In  recent  years,  Common  Black-Hawks  have 
been  regular  breeders  in  sw.  Utah  but  have  not 
been  recorded  in  Zion  N.P.  for  several  years,  so 
the  appearance  of  2 there  9 Aug-10  Sep  (BS,  LB, 
KW  et  al.)  was  noteworthy.  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  in  w.  and  s.  Nevada  are  becoming  so  reg- 
ular that  they  seem  hardly  worth  mentioning 
anymore.  This  fall  saw  11  individuals  from  five 
counties  (Churchill,  Clark,  Lincoln,  Nye, 
Washoe ).  Utah’s  only  report  was  one  at  Lytle  29 
Sep  (S&PS,  RF,  KCo).  Although  not  as  regular 
as  in  Nevada,  they  are  becoming  almost  annual 
in  s.  Utah.  A dark-morph  Broad-winged  Hawk 
was  counted  in  the  Goshute  Mts.  Hawkwatch 
21  Sep  (DMc),  and  a light-morph  bird  was  pho- 
tographed over  Bountiful  Peak,  Salt  Lake,  UT  in 
early  Oct  (ph.  JLg).  A Zone-tailed  Hawk  was 
seen  4 Aug  at  Pine  Park,  Washington,  Utah’s 
only  known  regular  location  for  this  species  (JJ 
et  al.).  The  Goshute  Mountains  Hawkwatch  in 
ne.  Nevada  completed  its  17th  year.  The  flight 
started  off  very  slowly  but  remained  steady 
through  Oct.  As  of  28  Oct,  19,833  migrant  rap- 
tors had  been  recorded.  Sharp-shinned, 
Cooper’s,  and  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  American 
Kestrels  comprised  90%  of  the  flight.  Approxi- 
mately 1,500  raptors  were  banded. 

It  was  a good  fall  for  American  Golden- 
Plovers  in  Utah,  where  they  are  not  recorded 
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annually.  One  was  at  the  Hurricane  sewage 
ponds,  Washington  4-6  Sep  (RF,  KCo),  one  at 
Utah  Lake  S.P.,  Utah  18  Sep  (KCC),  and 
another  was  in  the  Washington  Fields,  Wash- 
ington 19  Sep  (RF).  A high  count  of  137  Snowy 
Plovers  was  made  12  Aug  at  South  Shore  G.S.L. 
(DO’B  et  al.).  A well-described  Mountain 
Plover  was  found  4 Sep  at  Patterson  Res.,  Ash 
Meadows  (TMC)  for  one  of  few  Nevada  records. 
Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder , UT 
produced  some  remarkably  high  shorebird 
counts  4 Aug  (MS  et  al.)  including  30,000+ 
Black-necked  Stilts,  4000+  Marbled  Godwits, 
750+  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  (an  unprece- 
dented count  for  the  Region  and  possibly  for 
the  western  U.S.),  3000+  Western  Sandpipers, 
4500+  Least  Sandpipers,  and  6500+  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  (another  high  count). 

Solitary  Sandpipers  were  widely  reported 
throughout  the  Region  8 Aug-19  Sep.  Two 
Whimbrels  were  found:  one  on  2 Aug  at  the 
South  Shore  G.S.L.  (MS  et  al.)  and  one  25  Aug 
at  Carson  L.,  Churchill,  NV  (N&MB,  JTh).  The 
only  reported  Sanderlings  were  one  at 
Zunino/Jiggs  Res.,  Elko,  NV  22  Aug  (JCo)  ancj 
3 at  Provo  Bay,  Utah  L.,  Utah  28  Aug  (DSh). 
Away  from  Bear  River,  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers were  found  at  Shoal  Cr.,  Enterprise, 
Washington,  UT  2 Aug,  a county  first  (BHu,  CS, 
JJ),  at  H.B.V.P.  3-10  Aug  (3  birds;  ST,  RSa),  at 
Hurricane  sewage  ponds,  Washington  for  a 
county  second  10-11  Aug  (RF;  SS),  and  at  the 
South  Shore  G.S.L.  12  Aug  (3  birds;  DO’B  et 
al.).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  3 Aug  at  H.B.V.P.  was  the 
only  one  reported  (ST).  A Red  Phalarope  visited 
A.I.C.  12  Oct  (DTh,  MT,  LL),  and  one  was  at 
Gunlock  Res.,  Washington  24-25  Oct  (ph.  RF). 

A basic-plumaged  ad.  Heer- 
mann’s  Gull  was  reported  without 
details  from  Indian  Springs 
sewage  ponds  27  Oct  (p.a.  JWt). 

Up  to  3 Glaucous-winged  Gulls 
were  reported  from  PL.  27  Oct+ 

(m.  ob.).  The  only  Sabine’s  Gull 
. reported  this  fall  was  an  ad.  at 
i Soda  L.,  Churchill,  NV  21  Sep 
I (JWt  et  al).  Common  Terns  were 
i widely  reported  throughout  w. 
i Utah,  with  a high  count  of  12  at 
A.I.C.  10  Sep  (CWJH). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  in  Reno  27 
Oct-2  Nov  was  a nice  find  for 
\ that  area  (AW).  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  continue  to  turn  up 
in  Utah.  A belated  report  of  a pos- 
sible breeding  pair  in  Blanding, 

San  Juan  in  Apr  2002  comes  from 
Mona  Hill  of  Colorado.  Around  10  were  seen 
I on  River  Lane,  Springville,  Utah  30  Nov  (EH, 
I KCC).  (This  is  the  same  group  reported  earlier 
this  year  but  dismissed  when  someone  talked  to 
a local  resident  who  said  they  were  “their” 
birds.  Upon  further  investigation,  it  appears  the 
residents  simply  feed  the  doves,  which  were 


present  when  they  moved  in.)  Another 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  found  at  the  Salem 
water  treatment  facility  Utah  3 Nov  (DSh). 
Washingtons  first  collared-doves  were  found  31 
Oct  in  Washington  City  (DSh).  By  the  end  of 
the  period,  up  to  14  had  been  observed  in  the 
Washington  City  area  (m.  ob.).  A White- 
winged Dove  strayed  n.  to  Garr  Ranch  29  Aug 
(GB,  PF,  BF,  JT).  Quite  unusual  was  the  pres- 
ence of  up  to  8 White-winged  Doves  in  Wash- 
ington City  31  Oct+,  providing  a rare  early  win- 
ter record  for  Utah  (m.  ob.). 

Vaux’s  Swifts  were  reported  from  Nye,  NV 
and  Utah  and  Washington,  UT  8 Sep-12  Oct 
(m.  ob).  This  species  is  an  irregular  migrant 
through  the  basin.  A female  Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  was  a surprise  11  Aug  in  the 
Washington  Fields,  Washington,  UT  (tRF, 
KCo,  SS).  Anna’s  Hummingbird  reports  were 
one  in  Reno  10  Sep  (AW),  another  at  Red 
Cliffs  Rec.  Site,  Washington,  UT  28  Sep  (RF, 
KW  et  al.),  and  one  in  Leeds,  Washington  1 
Nov  (C&MS).  A Calliope  Hummingbird  was 
at  Scott  M.  Matheson  Wetlands  Preserve, 
Grand,  UT  20  Aug,  where  seldom  reported 
(JLl,/ide  DF).  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  enjoyed  a 
good  fall  in  the  Region,  being  widely  reported 
throughout  the  period.  Fourteen  were 
counted  at  Green  Springs,  Nye,  NV  11  Sep 
(RB).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker  was  at  a cache 
tree  along  Hwy.  12  between  mile  markers  93 
and  94  in  Garfield,  UT  15  Oct-24  Nov  (DSh, 
m.  ob.),  a state-first  for  many  birders.  This  is 
a very  enigmatic  species  in  Utah,  showing  up 
unexpectedly  at  various  locales  in  the  s.-cen. 
portion  of  the  state  and  then  disappearing  for 
periods  of  times.  Red-breasted  Sapsuckers 


were  reported  from  Com  Cr.  10-16  Oct  (RF, 
KW  et  al.)  and  Oxbow  Park,  Reno  18  Oct-11 
Nov  (FP,  RB).  Red-naped  x Red-breasted  Sap- 
suckers  were  at  Red  Hills  G.C.,  Washington, 
UT  18  Oct  (RF  et  al.).  Spring  Mt.  S.P.,  Clark, 
NV  (CT,  JR),  and  Snow  Canyon  S.P,  Washing- 
ton 29  Nov  (KCo). 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Northerly  Black  Phoebes  were  at  Rancho  San 
Rafael  Park,  Reno  5 Aug  (FP)  and  PL.  10  Nov 
(LW).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  graced  Corn  Cr.  31 
Oct-2  Nov  (DH,  DTr).  An  ad.  male  Vermilion 
Flycatcher  at  Boyd-Humboldt  Valley  Wetlands, 
Elko  22  Sep  was  far  n.  of  its  normal  range  in 
Nevada  and  may  be  a county  first  (DMc).  A 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  in  the  Hurricane  Fields, 
Washington  2 Sep  provided  s.  Utah  with  a rare 
fall  sighting  (RF,  KCo).  Wayward  Eastern  King- 
birds were  at  Farmington  Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis, 
UT  28  Aug  (HG),  Miller’s  R.A.  31  Aug  (FP), 
and  Highland  Park,  Tonopah,  Nye,  NV  14-17 
Sep  (GS,  DTr  et  al.).  A photographed  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  at  Red  Hills  G.C.  27  Oct  may  be 
Utah’s  first  documented  record  if  accepted  by 
the  U.B.R.C.  (tLT,  ph.  tRF,  KCo).  Rare,  but  not 
too  unexpected,  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  reported 
from  Garr  Ranch  29  Aug  (GB,  PF,  BF,  JTo), 
Parker  Ranch  11  Sep  (LC),  and  Lytle  Ranch  21 
Sep  (BB,  TJ).  A Steller’s  Jay  was  definitely  out  of 
habitat  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  21  Sep  (MM). 
Kaysville,  Davis,  UT  had  a Blue  Jay  visiting  a 
feeder  27  Oct-2  Nov  (MA  fide  GB).  Purple  Mar- 
tins are  scarce  breeders  in  the  Region  and  are 
rarely  reported  in  migration,  so  the  following 
reports,  all  of  single  birds,  were  noteworthy: 
Tony  Grove  L.,  Cache,  UT  2 Aug  (J'VM), 
Springville,  Utah,  UT  24  Aug  (KCC),  Washing- 
ton Fields  31  Aug  (SS),  Parowan  sewage  ponds, 
Iron,  UT  1 Sep  (SS),  and  Moapa  dairy  farm, 
Clark,  NV  1 Sep  (MC). 

An  early  Winter  Wren  was  at  Circle  L Ranch, 
Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  1 1 Sep  and  was  followed 
by  several  reports  throughout  the  Region  into 
winter.  There  were  several  reports  of  Varied 
Thrushes  in  Nevada.  Two  at  Stillwater  6 
Sep  (BHe)  and  one  at  Parker  Ranch  19 
Sep  (LC)  were  exceptionally  early. 
More  normal  were  singles  at  Numana 
Hatchery,  Washoe,  NV  3 Oct  (JF  SF) 
and  Corn  Cr.  16  Nov  (RSa).  Utah’s  only 
Varied  Thrash,  where  the  species  is 
decidedly  rarer,  was  at  Springdale, 
Washington,  UT  10-14  Oct  (LB  et  al.). 
Gray  Catbirds  put  in  a good  showing  as 
well,  with  observations  from  Willard 
Bay  S.P.,  Davis,  UT  11  Sep  (CW), 
Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV  12  Sep 
(SG),  Corn  Cr.  17  Oct  (N&KMc),  11 
Nov  (Casey  Rucker,  fide  TL),  Bodyfeldt 
Ranch,  Nye  22  Oct  (J&GH,  JD),  and 
Wood’s  Cross,  Salt  Lake  10  Nov  (SCo). 
Brown  Thrashers  were  reported  from  a 
backyard  in  Vernal,  Uintah,  UT  18 
Aug-2  Sep  (RoB),  Com  Cr.  12-13  Oct 
(RSa,  ph.  RF,  KW),  Great  Basin  N.P., 
White  Pine,  NV  27  Oct  (MR,  JWd),  and 
Sparks,  Washoe , NV  17  Nov  (JS).  A 
singing  Le  Conte’s  Thrasher  at  Torrance  Ranch, 
Nye,  NV  23  Oct  (JMo)  was  considerably  n.  of 
its  known  range  in  the  state. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

The  only  Tennessee  Warbler  reported  this  fall 
was  one  at  Corn  Cr.  25  Oct  (DMa,  RF,  KW).  A 


ILUME  57  (2003 


NUMBER  1 


93 


Fall  2002  migration  brought  an  unusually  high  number  of  sightings  of  coastal  species  into 
the  Great  Basin,  including  Red-necked  Grebes,  Surf  and  White-winged  Scoters,  and  this 
Red  Phalarope,  photographed  24  October  2002,  at  Gunlock  Reservoir,  Washington 
County,  Utah.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


Virginia’s  Warbler  at  Lida,  Esmeralda,  NV  21 
Sep  was  a bit  out  of  range  for  migration  (MM, 
GS).  A female  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was 
photographed  at  Lytle  29  Sep  (ph.  SS,  PS,  RF, 
KCo).  Two  Magnolia  Warblers  made  appear- 
ances in  Nevada:  one  at  Millers  R.A.  7 Oct  (]E) 
and  one  at  Bodyfeldt 
Ranch,  Nye,  NV  22 
Oct  (tJ&GH,  tJD). 

Contributing  to  the 
increasing  evidence 
over  the  last  few  years 
that  Hermit  Warblers 
are  regular  but  scarce 
migrants  through  s. 

Utah  was  the  presence 
of  up  to  3 on  Navajo 
Mt„  Smt  Juan  13-23 
Aug  (CL).  A Hermit 
Warbler  at  H.B.VR  26 
Aug  was  at  a desert 
location  where  they 
are  not  often  found 
(TLa).  A Prairie  War- 
bler at  Miller’s  R.A.  21 
Sep  was  a real  rarity 
for  Nevada  (GS,  MM 
et  al.).  Palm  Warblers 
were  in  Nevada  at 
Corn  Cr.  8-12  Oct 
(JoC,  ph.  RF,  TRSa,  nr. 
ob.)  and  Millers  R.A.  16-28  Oct  (JE,  ph.  JWt, 
DTr).  A well-described  Blackpoll  Warbler  was 
at  the  Carson  Diversion  Dam,  Churchill,  NV  28 
Sep  (DA  et  al.).  Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  14-17  Sep  (GS,  DTr  et 
al.),  Parker  Ranch  Preserve,  Nye,  NV  19  Sep 
(LC),  and  Corn  Cr.  7-19  Sep  (JWt  et  al.).  At 
least  15  American  Redstarts  were  found  22 
Aug-16  Oct  in  Nevada  ( Churchill , Clark, 
Esmeralda,  Lincoln,  Nye ) and  Utah  (Davis, 
Grand,  Juab,  Utah,  Washington).  A Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  was  seen  briefly  and  not  refound 
at  Corn  Cr.  21  Sep  (TRSa)  for  a rare  Nevada 
record.  Utah’s  first  documented  Worm-eating 
Warbler  was  photographed  at  Red  Cliffs  Recre- 
ation Site,  Washington  28  Sep  (KW,  ph.  RF,  ph. 
SS  et  al.).  Ovenbirds  were  at  South  Weber, 
Davis,  UT  29  Aug  (JBj),  Miller’s  R.A.  29  Sep 
(JWt,  fide  DTr),  and  Corn  Cr.  20  Sep-19  Oct 
(MC,  ph.  RF  et  al.),  where  more  than  one  bird 
may  have  been  present.  At  least  8 Northern 
Waterthrushes  were  found  20  Aug-27  Sep  in 
Nevada  (Clark,  Esmeralda,  Nye)  and  Utah 
(Davis,  Grand , Salt  Lake).  Utah's  2nd  Kentucky 
Warbler  was  at  Upper  Sand  Cove  Res.  30  Aug 
(p.a.  tRF).  Hooded  Warblers  put  in  a good 
showing  m Nevada,  with  one  each  at  Bodyfeldt 
Ranch,  Nye  14  Sep  (GS),  Miller’s  R.A.  14-20 
Sep  (GS,  DTr  et  al.),  and  Corn  Cr.  3 Oct  (tRSa). 

A Hepatic  Tanager  was  a great  find  at  Miller’s 
R.A.  29  Sep  (ph.  JWt  et  al.).  A Summer  Tanager 
at  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  was  a bit  far 
n.  for  the  species  (GS).  A late  Western  Tanager 
was  at  Corn  Cr.  25  Oct  (DMa,  RF,  KW). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

American  Tree  Sparrows  are  quite  rare  in  the 


desert,  so  one  at  Corn  Cr.  31  Oct  was  a nice  find 
(DT,  C&RT).  The  only  Lark  Bunting  reports 
were  from  Corn  Cr.  31  Aug  (FP),  Miller’s  R.A. 
2-10  Sep  (FP  et  al.),  and  Fairfield,  Utah,  UT  18 
Sep  (EH,  KCC).  Grasshopper  Sparrows  are 
likely  regular  but  little-reported  migrants 
through  the  Region, 
so  of  interest  were 
singles  at  Hurricane 
Fields,  Wasliingtoii, 
UT  17  Sep  (RF, 
KCo),  Corn  Cr.  25 
Oct  (DMa,  RF,  KW), 
and  H.B.V.P  25  Oct 
(DMa).  Conven- 
tional wisdom  has 
been  that  the  Sooty 
Fox  Sparrow  types 
do  not  occur  in  the 
Region,  but  recent 
sightings  indicate 
that  this  may  not  be 
the  case,  at  least  in  w. 
Nevada.  This  fall  a 
Sooty  Fox  Sparrow 
was  photographed  at 
Penoyer  Farms, 
Rachel,  Nye,  NV 
(J&GH,  JD).  Three 
Swamp  Sparrows 
were  found,  all  in 
Nevada:  Corn  Cr.  13  Oct  (RF,  KW),  Miller’s 
R.A.  20  Oct  (ph.  JWt  et  al.),  and  Twin  Springs, 
Nye  (JD,  J&GH).  White-throated  Sparrows  vir- 
tually exploded  over  the  Region,  with  at  least 
16  reported  26  Sep-2  Nov. 

A very  early  McCowns  Longspur  was  seen 
on  Antelope  I.  (Great  Salt  Lake)  11  Sep  for  a 
rare  Utah  record  (tCW,  JH).  Ten  well-described 
Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs  were  found 
in  Railroad  Valley,  Nye 
23  Oct  (tJD,  J&GH). 

Surprisingly,  only  one 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
was  reported  this  fall,  an 
imm.  male  at  Wah  Wah 
Valley  Ranch,  Beaver,  UT 
(EH,  KCC).  Indigo 
Bunting  reports  were 
down  this  fall,  with  only 
2 reported:  a singing 
male  was  seen  in  the 
Washington  Fields  2 & 

11  Aug  (RF,  KCo,  SS), 
and  one  was  at  Garr 
Ranch,  Davis,  UT  31 
Aug  (J&KB).  A Dickcis- 
sel  was  at  Corn  Cr.  1 Sep 
(FP).  Transient  Bobolinks  were  reported  only 
from  Nevada  at  Soldier  Cr.,  Lamoille,  Elko  14 
Aug  (NB,  JTh),  SR-277,  Elko  (JCo),  and  Miller’s 
R.A.  10  Sep  (JWt).  Two  Common  Grackles 
appeared  in  a Taylorsville,  Salt  Lake  backyard  4 
Aug  (CD),  while  singles  were  at  Bloomington, 
St.  George,  Washington  (P&DW,  fide  CD), 
Penoyer  Farms,  Nye  23  Oct  (ph.  JD,  J&GH), 
and  Cedar  City,  Iron,  UT  (ph.  S&PS).  An  inex- 


plicably early  Common  Redpoll  appeared 
briefly  at  an  Orem,  Utah,  UT  feeder  22-23  Oct 
and  stayed  long  enough  to  be  photographed 
(KCC).  Utah’s  first  Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  was 
found  2 Oct  at  Chekshani  Cliffs,  Iron  (SS)  and 
photographed  3 Oct  (RF).  Unfortunately,  it  did 
not  stick  around  for  others  to  see.  Nevada’s  3rd 
or  4th  Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  was  found  at  Corn 
Cr.  17  Oct  (ph.  JWt). 
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This  Hepatic  Tanager  put  in  a rare  appearance  in  the  Great 
Basin  at  Miller's  Rest  Stop  29  September  2002.  During  migra- 
tion, Miller's  Rest  Stop,  located  along  Highway  95/6, 19  kilo- 
meters northwest  of  Tonopah,  in  Esmeralda  County,  Nevada, 
is  a true  hotspot  for  vagrants.  Photograph  by  Jack  Walters. 


Utah's  second  reported  but  first  documented  Worm- 
eating Warbler  was  found  28  September  2002 
during  a local  Audubon  Society  field  trip.  It  was 
feeding  in  a campground  riparian  area  at 
Red  Cliffs  Recreation  Site,  Washington 
County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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The  prolonged  drought  moderated  some- 
what during  fall  2002,  with  widespread 
and  locally  plentiful  rains  early  and  sub- 
stantial mountain  snows  later.  The  season  pro- 
duced numerous  rarities  and  saw  conspicuous 
incursions  by  several  groups,  notably  corvids 
from  the  mountains,  ground-doves  from  the 
tropics,  and  goldfinches  from  the  west. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.WR.  (Bitter  Lake  N.W.R.); 
Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache  N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Ele- 
phant Butte  Lake);  L.V.N.WR.  (Las  Vegas 
N.W.R.);  Maxwell  (Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicin- 
ity); N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  near  Mel- 
rose); P.O.  Canyon  (Post  Office  Canyon,  Pelon- 
cillo  Mts.);  R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center, 
Albuquerque);  R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

LOONS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Single  Pacific  Loons  visited  Stubblefield  L.  31 
Oct — 2 Nov  (DC),  Springer  L.  4 Nov  (DC),  and 
Cochiti  L.  16  Nov  (WH).  At  least  one  Common 
Loon  “summering"  at  Stubblefield  L.  lingered 
through  Aug  (DC);  earliest  migrants  were  sin- 
gles at  Ute  L.  4 Oct  (EL)  and  Sumner  L.  11  Oct 
(JO).  Single  Horned  Grebes  wandered  to  Elida, 
Roosevelt  12  Oct  (ph.  JO)  and  Quemado  L.  22 
Oct  (LM).  Last  reported  in  New  Mexico  in  1999, 
a Red-necked  Grebe  visited  Sumner  L.  11-13 
Oct  (ph.  JO;  JEP,  DE,  BN). 

Notable  concentrations  of  American  White 
Pelicans  were  770  at  Springer  L.  7 Oct  (MW), 
plus  430  at  E.B.L.  and  175  at  Caballo  L.  10  Oct 
(MW).  Scarce  in  the  Pecos  Valley,  a Neotropic 
Cormorant  was  at  Sumner  L.  19  Oct  (CR),  and  3 
i were  at  Six  Mile  Dam,  Eddy  23  Nov  (SW).  Only 
3 American  Bitterns  were  found,  one  each  at 
Bosque  22  Oct  (SG),  B.L.N.W.R.  9 Oct  (GW), 
i and  L.  Avalon  26  Aug  (SW).  Single  Least  Bitterns 
I were  at  Bosque  Redondo  16-17  Aug  (JEP,  vt.  JO) 

. and  15  Sep  (CR),  where  the  species  may  have 
nested;  another  Least  was  near  Radium  Springs  4 
. Aug  (JZ ).  Several  Little  Blue  Herons  were  found, 
including  an  imin.  at  R.G.N.C.  6 Oct  (B. 
Leonard).  An  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  was  at 
1 B.L.N.W.R.  9 Aug — 1 1 Sep  (GW  et  al.);  an  imm. 

^ strayed  to  Deming  28  Aug — 9 Sep  (LM,  ph.  JO). 

The  season  saw  another  strong  showing  by  Red- 
1 dish  Egrets,  with  an  imm.  far  n.  to  Maxwell  15 
Sep — 1 Oct  (phs.  DC,  JO;  m.  ob.),  another  imm. 
that  split  its  time  between  Brantley  L.  and  L. 
Avalon  9 Aug — 1 Sep  (phs.  TH,  JO;  m.  ob.),  and 
an  imm.  at  B.L.N.W.R  7 Oct  (WW).  Reports  of  a 
i “white  phase”  at  B.L.N.W.R  in  Oct  were  unde- 
tailed and  may  refer  to  another  species.  Late  was 
a Cattle  Egret  at  Lordsburg  29  Nov  (JEP,  JO). 
Rare  in  New  Mexico,  an  imm.  Yellow-crowned 
| Night-Heron  was  at  Tatum  21  Sep — 1 Oct  (ph. 
JO).  At  least  one  of  the  2 imm.  Roseate  Spoon- 
; bills  at  B.L.N.W.R.  in  Jul  lingered,  with  numer- 
1 ous  reports  14  Aug — 1 1 Sep  (GW  et  al.,  ph.  JO). 
Nicely  described  was  an  ad.  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  at  San  Antonio  10  Aug  (SG); 
even  more  rare,  an  imm.  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Duck  at  L.  Avalon  8-9  Sep  (ph.  JO;  SW)  fur- 
nished an  Eddy  first.  Three  Tundra  Swans  were  at 
L.  Maloya,  Colfax  28  Oct  (ph.  DC);  elsewhere,  2 
each  were  at  Maxwell  12  Nov  (MW)  and  Ute  L. 


7 Oct  (MW).  An  ad.  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Stubblefield  L.  21  Sep  (J  & MH)  provided  a Col- 
fax first;  another  was  at  R.G.N.C.  19-20  Oct 
(JEP),  where  regular  in  recent  years.  Single 
Greater  Scaup  at  Stubblefield  L.  30  Nov  (DC), 
Roy  16  Nov  (JO),  and  L.  Roberts  6 Nov  (EL) 
provided  the  only  reports.  An  impressive  scoter 
season  found  one  to  3 Surfs  at  Stubblefield  L 
(DC),  Springer  L.  (DC),  Conchas  L.  (JEP,  ph. 
JO),  Portales  (WW),  Quemado  L.  (B.  Wiltman), 
and  Tyrone  (EL)  30  Sep — 16  Nov,  plus  2 White- 
winged Scoters  at  Cochiti  L.  29  Sep  (MW)  and 
another  at  Sumner  L.  2 Nov  (JEP).  A Long-tailed 
Duck  was  at  Bosque  16  Nov  (RK).  Notably  early 
were  10  Common  Goldeneyes  at  Eagle  Nest  L. 
17  Oct  (DC),  as  were  2 Hooded  Mergansers  at 
Stubblefield  L.  2 Sep  (DC). 

Ospreys  passed  through  the  state  on  a broad 
front  beginning  in  late  Aug,  with  reports  from 
mountains  to  prairies,  including  in  deserts  near 
Antelope  Wells  11  Sep  (RM)  and  Hermanas  29 
Oct  (RM).  A White-tailed  Kite  was  n.  of  Deming 
26  Nov  (J.  Joseph).  Up  to  5 Mississippi  Kites 
were  at  Corrales  4 & 18  Aug  (WH),  where  there 
were  2 ads.  and  one  juv.  21  Sep  (DK).  Suspi- 
ciously early  Bald  Eagles  away  from  known  nest- 
ing areas  were  singles  at  El  Vado  L.  8 Oct  (MW), 
Ruby  Ranch  n.  of  Las  Vegas  6 Oct  (WW),  and 
Santa  Rosa  L.  9 Oct  (MW).  Last  of  the  Hondo 
Valley  Common  Black-Hawks  was  one  23  Sep 
(R.  Troy);  a migrant  was  on  Animas  Cr.  5 Oct 
(AC,  NM-C,  RW).  Harris’s  Hawks  continued  to 
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appear  n.  to  the  middle  R.G.V,  with  singles  at 
Lemitar  1 Aug  (BO),  Luis  Lopez  24  Nov  (JO), 
and  Bosque  Oct — Nov  (m.  ob.).  An  unusual 
sight  for  New  Mexico  was  a kettle  of  5 Broad- 
winged Hawks  at  Bosque  Redondo  5 Oct  (JEP); 
other  Broad-wingeds  were  2 at  N.R.T.  5 Oct  (JEP, 
vt.  JO),  plus  a dark  one  there  7 Oct  (WW),  and 
singles  at  Portales  1 Oct  (JO),  and  Tatum  30 
Sep — 2 Oct  (JO).  At  the  Manzano  Mts.  migra- 
tion site,  9 Broad-wingeds  were  tallied  9 Sep — 2 
Oct  (HawkWatch  International).  An  ad.  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  tending  a juv.  near  Willow  Cr., 
Catron  4 Aug  (ph.  JO);  others  in  unusual  locales 
were  singles  at  San  Antonio  29  Aug  (ph.  JO)  and 
near  Mayhill  25  Aug  (ph.  JO).  The  resident 
Aplomado  Falcon  pair  in  s.  New  Mexico  was 
observed  with  its  3 fledglings  2 Aug — 3 Sep 
(RM),  after  which  the  young  dispersed.  Other 
Aplomados  were  a juv.  not  part  of  the  family 
group  13  Aug  (RM),  plus  unconfirmed  reports  of 
singles  s.  of  Animas  7 Oct  (S.  Carrol)  and  n.  of 
Hachita  22  Nov  (J.  Martin). 
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GROUSE  THROUGH  TERNS 

Encouraging  reports  of  White-tailed  Ptarmigan 
were  11  at  Wheeler  Peak  5 Sep  (ER),  5 s.  of 
Jicarita  Peak  10  Aug  (R.  Gardner)  and  2 there  15 
Aug  (ER),  plus  one  on  Truchas  Peak  15  Aug 
(ER)  and  a feather  collected  on  Santa  Fe  Baldy 
17  Aug  (J.  Klingel).  Three  Blue  Grouse  were  at 
Palo  Flechado  Pass  w.  of  Angel  Fire  12  Oct  (DC). 
Single  broods  of  Montezuma  Quail  were  in  P.O. 
Canyon  14  Oct  and  15  Nov  (CL)  and  Buck  Mt., 
Lincoln  24  Aug  (SW).  An  apparent  Black  Rail 
gave  a “grrrr”  response  to  a taped  song  on  Ponil 
Cr.,  Colfax  25  Sep  (JT).  A Common  Moorhen 
was  n.  to  R.G.N.C.  10-11  Aug  (JEP).  A near- 
albino Sandhill  Crane  was  near  Hermanas  29 
Nov  (JEP,  vt.  JO).  No  Whooping  Cranes 
returned  to  New  Mexico  this  season;  the  demise 
over  the  summer  of  the  last  survivor  of  the 
experimental  flock  closed  the  book  on  a failed 
quarter-century  effort  to  establish  a western 
flock. 

One  to  3 Black-bellied  Plovers  were  at  Stub- 
blefield L.,  Springer  L.,  E.B.L.,  B.L.N.W.R.,  and 
Holloman  L.  on  various  dates  5 Aug — 17  Nov 
(m.  ob.);  unusual  was  one  with  orange  legs  at 
E.B.L.  19  Oct  (ph.  JO).  Unprecedented  were 
some  15  American  Golden-Plovers  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  15  Aug  (SW);  there  were  no  addi- 
tional reports  of  this  rare  species.  An  ad.  Snowy 
Plover  was  tending  a juv.  at  Springer  L.  8-27  Aug 
(ph.  DC).  High  count  for  Semipalmated  Plover 
was  7 at  Sumner  L.  7 Sep  (JO).  Migrant  Kilkleer 
peaked  with  56  at  Maxwell  (DC)  and  89  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  (GW)  10-12  Aug.  Rarely  recorded  at 
B.L.N.W.R.,  2 Mountain  Plovers  were  there  28 
Aug  (GW).  American  Avocets  lingered  late  in 
numbers,  including  200  at  Sumner  L.  16  Nov 
(JEP).  Solitary  Sandpipers  defying  their  name 
were  “flocks”  of  5 at  Sumner  L.  14  Sep  (CR)  and 
8 at  Holloman  L.  7 Sep  (GE);  far  w.  was  one  at 
Tyrone  27  Aug — 1 Sep  (EL,  JO).  Upland  Sand- 
pipers were  notably  scarce  and  restricted  to  the 
Pecos  Valley  in  Chaves  and  Eddy  9-29  Aug  (JEP, 
JO,  SW);  the  high  count  was  7 at  Dexter  20  Aug 
(WW). 

Single  Red  Knots  were  at  E.B.L.  2 Sep  (ph. 
JO)  and  Brantley  L.  8 Sep  (ph.  JO).  Sanderlings 
were  at  10  locales  statewide  12  Aug — 14  Oct, 
including  one  at  Albuquerque  15-17  Sep  (By 
JO)  and  highs  of  7 at  B.L.N.W.R.  25  Sep  (GW),  9 
at  Ruby  Ranch  27  Sep  (WW),  and  a remarkable 
25  at  Deming  21  Aug  (LM).  A Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  was  w.  to  Isleta  25-26  Aug  (CR,  JO). 
A Dunlin  at  Ruby  Ranch,  Stm  Miguel  27  Sep 
(WW)  provided  a local  first.  Stilt  Sandpipers  had 
an  extended  passage  through  e.  New  Mexico 
Aug — Oct;  high  count  was  340  at  B.L.N.W.R.  9 
Oct  (GW).  Carefully  described  were  a vocal 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  at  Sumner  L.  6-7  Sep 
(JEP,  ph.  JO)  and  2 others  at  B.L.N.W.R.  6 Sep 
(JEP).  An  American  Woodcock  observed  briefly 
at  R.S.  30  Nov  (SW)  provided  New  Mexico’s 
10th  overall.  Red-necked  Phalaropes  made  a fine 
showing,  including  one  w.  to  Zuni  28  Sep  (CR, 
BN)  and  3 at  Deming  9 Sep  (LM);  highs  included 
16  at  Stubblefield  L.  4 Oct  (DC),  15  at  Portales  1 
Oct  (JO),  and  14  at  Elida  7 Oct  (WW).  Single 
Red  Phalaropes  visited  Stubblefield  L.  24-25  Sep 


(ph.  DC),  Ruby  Ranch  27  Sep  (WW),  and 
L.V.N.W.R.  12-14  Oct  (AC,  WW). 

Nicely  documented  was  a Laughing  Gull  at 
Brantley  L.  7 Sep  (ph.  JO).  Early  were  3 
Franklins  Gulls  at  Maxwell  5 Aug  (DC);  very 
early  was  a Bonaparte’s  at  L.  Roberts  13  Sep  (J& 
MH).  A Thayer’s  Gull  was  among  Herrings  at 
E.B.L.  15  Nov  (WW).  A good  showing  by 
Sabine’s  Gulls  found  one  to  3 at  Stubblefield  L., 
Miami  L.,  L.V.N.W.R.,  and  Sumner  L.  15  Sep — 6 
Oct  (m.  ob.),  including  single  ads.  at  Stubble- 
field L.  21-25  Sep  (J  & MH,  ph.  DC)  and  Sum- 
ner L.  29  Sep— 6 Oct  QO,  JEP,  ph.  WH).  Two 
Caspian  Terns  at  Springer  L.  21  Sep  (J  & MH, 
ph.  DC)  provided  the  lone  report.  Common 
Terns  were  reported  at  six  sites  from  the  R.G.V. 
eastward,  including  6 at  Springer  L.  (DC)  and  4 
at  E.B.L.  (SG)  21  Sep  and  an  early  12  at  Sumner 
L.  23  Aug  (JO).  An  Arctic  Tern  was  at  Sumner  L. 
5 Oct  (ph.  WH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

As  observations  this  season  confirmed,  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  are  now  nearly  ubiquitous  in  the 
eastern  two-thirds  of  New  Mexico,  with  moder- 
ate numbers  w.  to  Deming,  Hurley,  and  Silver 
City.  Inca  Doves  in  the  ne.  included  5 at  Ute  L. 
10  Nov  (JO)  and  10  at  Texico  14  Sep  (JO);  one 
was  banded  at  R.G.N.C.  21  Sep  (S&NC).  Single 
Common  Ground-Doves  were  at  Deming  20  Oct 
(LM,  ph.  JO),  Columbus  29  Nov  (JEP  JO),  and 
Animas  Valley  5 Oct  (AC,  NM-C).  Outnumber- 
ing Commons  (!),  single  Ruddy  Ground-Doves 
appeared  at  four  sites,  first  at  Rodeo  8 Oct  (RW), 
next  at  Deming  19-20  Oct  (LM,  ph.  JO)  and  21 
Nov  (LM),  and  subsequently  at  Luis  Lopez  20- 
30  Nov  (JEP  ph.  JO)  and  Albuquerque  29-30 
Nov  (L.  Berwick,  CB). 

Surprising  was  a Greater  Roadrunner  at  3450 
m near  Pecos  Baldy  L.  5 Oct  (J.  Hirsch).  A sec- 
ond season  of  banding  migrant  owls  in  the  Man- 
zano  Mts.  produced  88  Flammulateds  19  Aug — 
16  Oct  and  28  Northern  Saw-whets  30  Aug — 20 
Oct  (J.  DeLong).  Two  Burrowing  Owls  adopted  a 
burrow  under  a tombstone  at  Las  Cruces  20  Sep 
(D.  & B.  McKnight).  Single  Short-eared  Owls 
were  at  B.L.N.W.R  31  Oct  (GW)  and  Animas 
Valley  30  Nov  (AC,  JEP).  The  eight  Black  Swift 
nests,  each  with  one  nestling,  at  Jcmez  Falls  23 
Aug  (HS)  were  the  most  there  since  the  colony 
was  discovered.  Vaux’s  Swift  almost  certainly 
migrates  through  sw.  New  Mexico,  but  to  date 
there  has  been  no  confirmation  of  this;  well- 
described  this  season  were  2 likely  Vaux’s  n.  of 
Rodeo  19  Sep  (RW)  and  4 at  Rodeo  28  Sep 
(WW). 

One  to  2 Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  strayed 
e.  to  Las  Cruces  27  Oct — 2 Nov  (LS,  GE).  A Vio- 
let-crowned Hummingbird  at  Deming  19  Aug 
(LM)  provided  an  unexpected  Luna  first.  Note- 
worthy was  a juv.  Blue-throated  banded  near  L. 
Roberts  10  Nov  (JD-M);  a female  at  PO.  Canyon 
5-8  Oct  (CL)  furnished  the  only  other  report. 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  were  in  P.O.  Canyon  16 
Aug — 14  Nov,  with  8 there  22  Oct  (CL);  else- 
where, a male  was  at  Gila  15-20  Oct  (K.  Brod- 
head),  one  to  2 were  at  Radium  Springs  6-23  Oct 
(MS,  ph.  JZ),  and  2 were  at  Las  Cruces  23  Nov 


(JEP).  A male  Costa’s  Hummingbird  visited  a 
feeder  near  Silver  City  28  Aug  (B.  Norris,  D. 
Friedrick,  fide  D&MZ).  A Calliope  was  e.  to 
Quay  11  Sep  (WW).  Late  were  single  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  at  Rio  Rancho  8 Nov  (banded 
JD-M)  and  Carlsbad  23  Nov  (SW);  at  a P.O. 
Canyon  feeder,  single  Rufous  fell  prey  to  a crafty 
Sonoran  Whipsnake  27  Aug  & 17  Sep  (CL). 
Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  were  conspicuous  in  non- 
breeding areas,  particularly  in  the  R.G.V.  from 
Corrales  and  Albuquerque  s.  to  Bosque  12  Sep — 
6 Nov  (m.  ob.);  one  was  at  Deming  16  & 29  Nov 
(LM,  JEP,  JO).  Two  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers 
were  e.  to  Mills  Canyon,  Harding  4 Oct  (CR), 
and  one  reached  Roosevelt  in  Oct  (A.  Gennaro); 
another  was  in  saltcedar  at  Radium  Springs  30 
Sep  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  Far  w.  was  an  imm.  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker  in  the  Animas  Mts.  10  Oct  (AC, 
RW).  A family  group  of  Three-toed  Woodpeck- 
ers was  at  Snow  L.,  Catron  4 Aug  (JO). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  NUTHATCHES 

Under  review  are  photos  of  a possible  Greater 
Pewee  at  Carlsbad  24  Aug  (ph.  TH),  which 
would  constitute  an  Eddy  first.  What  was 
believed  to  be  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
banded  at  R.G.N.C.  7 Sep  (S&NC).  Least  Fly- 
catchers drifted  w.  to  the  R.G.V.,  with  singles  at 
R.G.N.C.  25  Aug  (banded  S&NC)  and  Luis 
Lopez  22-26  Nov  (JEP,  JO).  The  status  of  Pacific- 
slope  Flycatcher  is  unclear  in  New  Mexico;  pos- 
sible Pacific-slopes  were  a vocal  one  at  Corrales 
3 Sep  (DK)  and  one  banded  at  R.G.N.C.  7 Sep  (S 
& NC).  A vocal  Buff-breasted  Flycatcher  was  in 
upper  Clanton  Canyon  28  Aug  (WW)  but  could 
not  be  relocated.  One  to  2 Sulphur-bellied  Fly- 
catchers were  dodging  a Cooper’s  Hawk  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  27  Aug  (WW).  An  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  in  a roost  of  100  Westerns  at  Albu- 
querque’s oxbow  2 Sep  (SOW,  PM);  another 
Eastern  was  at  San  Antonio  4 Sep  (SG). 

Single  Northern  Shrikes  were  s.  to  L.V.N.W.R. 
9 Nov  (JEP)  and  Bosque  11  Nov  (RK).  A Bell’s 
Vireo  captured  at  San  Marcial  15  Aug  (H. 
Walker)  had  been  banded  there  as  a juv.  three 
years  earlier.  A late  Plumbeous  Vireo  was  at  La 
Union  24  Nov  (JNP),  one  to  2 Cassin’s  were  e.  to 
Pep  1 Oct  (JO)  and  Crossroads  21  Sep  QO),  and 
well-described  Blue-headeds  were  s.  of  Fort 
Sumner  7 Sep  QO),  at  Yeso  13  Oct  (JO),  and 
N.R.T.  2 Nov  (JEP,  vt.  JO);  undocumented  were 
single  Blue-headeds  at  Tucumcari,  Clovis,  and 
Boone’s  Draw  11  Sep — 8 Oct.  A Philadelphia 
Vireo  was  described  from  Socorro  17  Sep  (PB);  a 
Red-eyed  was  at  Maxwell  28  Aug  (B.  Percival). 

Steller’s  Jays  staged  a massive  lowland  inva- 
sion that  began  in  late  Aug,  increased  through 
Sep,  and  reached  almost  all  comers  of  the  state 
by  Oct— Nov,  including  s.  to  pecan  groves  at . 
Deming  and  mesquite  scrub  at  Malaga  as  well  as 
e.  to  the  Texas  line  at  Nara  Visa;  origin  of  the  jays 
was  a mystery,  as  Steller’s  continued  to  be  found 
in  typical  habitat  in  New  Mexico’s  mountains. 
Blue  Jays  w.  of  usual  were  singles  at  Santa  Fe  14 
Oct  (L.  Herrmann),  Socorro  8-11  Nov  (PB),  and 
Tularosa  27  Oct  QO).  One  to  3 Western  Scrub- 
Jays  were  far  e.  to  N.R.T.,  Nara  Visa,  Broadview, 
Clovis,  and  Crossroads  24  Aug — 17  Nov  (JO, 
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CR).  Possibly  because  of  dying  Pinyon  Pines, 
Pinyon  Jays  likewise  were  on  ihe  move,  includ- 
ing 100  al  Sumner  L.  2 Nov  (JO),  80  at  N.R.T.  14 
Sep  (JEP,  JO).  7 in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  29  Sep 
(CL),  and  130  in  the  Florida  Mts.  20  Sep  (LM). 
Totally  unexpected  near  the  Mexican  border 
were  2 Clarks  Nutcrackers  in  the  Animas  Mts. 
30  Nov  (AC,  NM-CJEP,  ph.  JO).  A Black-billed 
Magpie  at  Zuni  26  Sep  (JT)  provided  a local  first. 
Single  migrant  Purple  Martins  were  at  Albu- 
querque 14  Sep  (JEP)  and  Deming  21  Aug  (LM). 
Some  1300  Barn  Swallows  were  at  Sumner  L.  20 
Sep  (CR);  late  was  one  there  13  Nov  (WW). 
Both  Red-breasted  and  White-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  conspicuous  in  lowland  areas 
after  late  Aug;  early  was  a Red-breasted  at  Cor- 
rales  15  Aug  (DK),  while  far  se.  were  2 White- 
breasteds  near  Tatum  21  Sep  (JO). 

WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

l A singing  Carolina  Wren  near  Riverside  5 Oct 
(RS)  furnished  a Gila  Valley  first  as  well  as  New 
Mexico’s  first  w.  of  the  R.G.V.  One  to  2 Winter 
Wrens  were  at  N.R.T.  19-23  Oct  (CR,  WW);  sin- 
i gles  were  in  Cimarron  Canyon  20-23  Nov  (DC) 
and  at  R.S.  30  Nov  (SW).  An  American  Dipper 
entertained  many  at  Bosque  11-30  Nov  (m.  ob., 
phs.  JZ,  JO).  Single  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  lin- 
gered at  R.G.N.C.  10  Nov  (CR)  and  Bosque 
Redondo  13  Nov  (WW);  2 Black-taileds  were  at 
Alamogordo  7 Nov  (CD).  Noteworthy  was  an 
Eastern  Bluebird  in  PO.  Canyon  24  Nov  (CL).  A 
I Wood  Thrush  stopped  at  N.R.T.  8 Oct  (WW).  A 
Rufous-backed  Robin  at  Bosquecito,  Socorro  17- 
19  Nov  (G.  Kendell,  vt.  JO)  provided  New  Mex- 
ico’s 6th  record  and  first  since  1994. 

Among  the  numerous  Gray  Catbird  reports 
! were  2 w.  to  Mangas  2 Sep  (JO)  and  one  at  Dem- 
ing 18  Sep  (LM);  late  singles  were  at  Madrid  26 
Nov  (LAS),  Sumner  L.  16  Nov  (JEP),  Socorro  16 
Nov  (PB),  Luis  Lopez  22  Nov  (JEP),  and  Radium 
Springs  30  Nov  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  Noteworthy  were 
25  Sage  Thrashers  in  the  seldom-visited  Los 
' Pinos  Mts.  13  Oct  (HS).  Single  Brown  Thrashers 
were  w.  to  Silver  City  8-9  Nov  (S.  Brians)  and 
Radium  Springs  1-7  Oct  (MS,  ph.  JO).  Curve- 
billed Thrashers  were  feeding  fledglings  in  P.O. 
Canyon  3 Sep  (CL).  A Crissal  Thrasher  was  n.  to 
i Embudo  30  Nov  (CR). 

Migrant  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  noted  in  the  e. 

I and  s.  17  Oct — 15  Nov,  including  4 at  N.R.T.  20 
Oct  (CR),  5 on  Otero  Mesa  21  Oct  (RM),  plus  6 
there  15  Nov  (RM),  and  one  n.  of  Hachita  24  Oct 
(RM).  Early  was  a Cedar  Waxwing  s.  to  Radium 
'Springs  17  Aug  (MS, JZ);  highs  included  100  at 
i Sumner  L.  3 Nov  (JO)  and  42  at  Deming  7 Nov 
(LM).  Far  n.  and  a local  first  were  4 Phainope- 
plas  near  Cerrillos,  Santa  Fc  5 Sep — 1 Oct  (LAS). 

A cat-killed  Blue-winged  Warbler  at  Santa  Fe 
2 Oct  (K.  Holladay,  A.  Walker)  furnished  the 
state’s  26th  credible  record  but  only  the  3rd  for 
fall  and  the  2nd  specimen  overall.  Other  rare 
warblers  included  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at 
R.S.  25  Aug  (vt.  JO),  a Pine  Warbler  at  R.S.  21 
Sep  (CR,  BN),  singles  Palms  at  N.R.T.  5 Oct  (JO) 
and  in  Curry  near  Melrose  12  Oct  (JO),  a Swain- 
son’s  Warbler  at  R.G.N.C.  8 Sep  (E  Hamilton), 
a Louisiana  Waterthrush  at  R.S.  1 Sep  (CR),  and 


a Hooded  in  the  Sandia  Mts.  23  Sep  (G.  Sadoti). 
Other  e.  strays  included  single  Northern  Parulas 
at  Sumner  L.,  Socorro,  Luis  Lopez,  Bosque, 
Riverside,  and  Animas  Valley  19  Aug — 23  Oct 
(m.  ob.),  single  Black-throated  Blues  at  Madrid 
23  Oct  (LAS)  and  Socorro  5-1 1 Oct  (L.  Howard, 
J.  Shipman,  ph.  JO),  single  Black-throated 
Greens  at  Yeso  13  Oct  (ph.  JO),  N.R.T.  6-7  Oct 
(RG,  WW),  plus  notably  late  ones  near  Radium 
Springs  25  Nov  (MS,  JZ)  and  Redrock  29  Nov 
(JEP,  ph  JO),  and  single  Black-and-whites  at 
N.R.T.  6-14  Sep  (JEP,  JO)  and  Cliff  29  Aug  (GE). 

Rare  indeed  was  the  spectacle  of  2 Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  together  at  Bosque  28  Nov  (ph.  K. 
& L.  Granillo),  where  at  least  one  lingered 
through  30  Nov  (ph.  WH).  Scarce  in  fall,  an 
Ovenbird  was  at  Yeso  13  Sep  (JO),  and  2 were  at 
N.R.T.  7 Sep  (JEP,  JO).  One  to  2 Hermit  Warblers 
were  in  the  far  sw.  3 Aug — 10  Sep,  including  Sig- 
nal Peak  in  the  Pinos  Altos  Mts.  (JO)  and  Post 
Office  (CL),  Skeleton  (RW),  and  Clanton  (WW, 
ph.  JO)  canyons  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.;  late  were 
2 in  Animas  Valley  5 Oct  (AC,  NM-C,  RW).  A 
Painted  Redstart  in  the  Sierra  de  las  Uvas,  Dona 
Ana  12  Oct  (MS,  ph.  JZ)  provided  a local  first,  as 
did  another  near  Queen,  Guadalupe  Mts.  21  Sep 
(SW). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Summer  Tanager  strayed  n.  to  Zuni  28  Sep 
(CR);  late  was  a Western  at  Bosque  Redondo  26 
Oct  (JEP).  Migrant  Green-tailed  Towhees 
returned  early,  including  one  at  R.G.N.C.  18  Aug 
(S&NC).  A new  Botteri’s  Sparrow  location  was 
discovered  n of  Rodeo,  where  at  least  2 were 
present  7 Aug  (CB)  and  27-29  Aug  (SOW,  PM). 
Black-throated  Sparrows  were  feeding  unfledged 
young  in  P.O.  Canyon  as  late  as  15  Sep  (CL). 
Surveys  for  grassland  birds  found  several 
migrant  Baird’s  Sparrows  on  Otero  Mesa,  includ- 
ing singles  13  & 16  Sep,  2 on  21  Oct,  5 on  31 
Oct,  and  7 on  15  Nov  (RM);  another  was  near 
Artesia  15  Nov  (RM).  Only  Slate-colored  Fox 
Sparrows  were  identified  among  the  several 
reported;  notable  were  3 at  PO.  Canyon  27  Nov 
(CL).  Surprisingly  early  was  a Song  Sparrow 
near  Riverside  31  Aug  (RS).  Swamp  Sparrows 
where  seldom  reported  were  3 on  Ute  Cr.,  Hard- 
ing 16-17  Nov  (JO)  and  one  at  Portales  13  Nov 
(WW).  Early  were  one  to  2 Harris’s  Sparrows  at 
Maxwell  19  Oct — 3 Nov  (ph.  DC);  another  was 
at  Socorro  23  Nov  (PB).  A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  was  at  Bosque  26-30  Nov  (phs.  R. 
Ditch,  JO).  Noteworthy  was  a White-winged 
Junco  s.  to  N.R.T.  13  Nov  (WW).  Yellow-eyed 
Juncos  continued  scarce  in  the  Animas  Mts., 
where  only  2 were  found  30  Nov  (NM-C,  JEP). 

Two  Northern  Cardinals  were  n.  to  Tucumcari 
11  Sep  (WW),  where  there  have  been  persistent 
reports  in  recent  years.  Pyrrhuloxias  wandering 
n.  included  singles  at  N.R.T.  30  Sep — 7 Oct  (JO, 
WW)  and  Lingo,  Roosevelt,  26  Oct  (JO).  A 
female  Yellow  Grosbeak  visited  a feeder  in  the 
hills  se.  of  Santa  Fe  18-21  Oct  (ph.  D.  & V. 
Erhart);  while  photos  leave  no  question  as  to 
identity,  Catch-22  informs  us  that  since  the 
occurrence  does  not  fit  the  “established”  sea- 
sonal pattern,  natural  origin  must  be  suspect. 


Single  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  Radium 
Springs  on  various  dates  2 Sep — 4 Oct  (MS,  ph. 
JZ)  plus  w.  to  Ojo  Caliente,  Cibola  28  Sep  (CR, 
BN)  and  Silver  City  29  Jul — 2 Aug  (D  & MZ). 
Noteworthy  for  the  R.G.V.  was  a female  Varied 
Bunting  near  Radium  Springs  12  Sep  (MS).  A 
remarkable  Painted  Bunting  season  found  one  to 
2 in  the  east  from  Sumner  Dam,  Bosque 
Redondo,  and  N.R.T.  s.  to  B.L.N.W.R.,  Carlsbad, 
and  R.S.  24  Aug — 7 Sep,  while  a similar  few  were 
scattered  in  the  R.G.V.  from  Albuquerque  s.  to 
Socorro,  San  Antonio,  Percha,  and  Radium 
Springs  22  Aug — 14  Sep  (m.  ob.).  Farther  west, 
8 were  at  Lake  Valley  8-16  Aug  (ph.  J.  Mayeux), 
and  one  was  at  Redrock  28-29  Aug  (BO).  Dick- 
cissels  were  at  13  sites  from  the  R.G.V.  eastward 
26  Aug — 7 Oct  (in.  ob.),  including  at  least  12  at 
Radium  Springs  10  Sep  (MS,  JZ);  west  was  one  at 
Rodeo  29  Sep  (RW). 

Migrant  Bobolinks  were  2 at  Sauz  Cr.,  Colfax 
16  Sep  (DC)  and  one  each  near  Willard  7 Aug 
(BO)  and  at  R.S.  15  Sep  (SW).  An  ad.  male  Bal- 
timore Oriole  at  Tucumcari  1 1 Sep  (WW)  fur- 
nished the  lone  report.  A mixed  flock  of  50 
rosy-finches  returned  to  Sandia  Crest  19  Nov 
(fide  K.  Schneider).  Among  the  very  few 
Cassin’s  Finch  reports  were  6 in  the  Los  Pinos 
Mts.  13  Oct  (HS),  plus  singles  on  Buck  Ml.,  Lin- 
coln 1 Sep  (SW),  Tyrone  22  Sep  (EL),  PO. 
Canyon  15  Nov  (CL),  and  Animas  Mts.  30  Nov 
(AC,  NM-C,  JO).  Judging  from  reports,  Red 
Crossbills  were  absent  from  most  of  New  Mex- 
ico, although  24  were  banded  at  Capiila  Peak, 
Manzano  Mts.  19  Aug — 21  Oct  (S&rNC). 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  last  invaded  New  Mexico 
six  years  ago,  so  noteworthy  were  reports  this 
season  from  seven  locales,  starting  with  one  at 
Silver  City  8 Aug — 2 Sep  (D&MZ,  LM,  ph.  JO), 
followed  by  singles  near  Radium  Springs  27  Sep 
and  12  Oct  (MS,  JZ)  and  at  Double  Adobe,  Ani- 
mas Mts.  5 Oct  (NM-C,  RW),  up  to  4 at  P.O. 
Canyon  11-12  Oct  (CL),  a single  at  Lordsburg 
and  10-20  at  Columbus  29  Nov  (JEP,  ph.  JO), 
and  about  20  at  Leasburg  S.R  19  Nov  (LS).  The 
small  population  of  American  Goldfinches  dis- 
covered on  Ponil  Cr.  near  Cimarron  in  Jul 
nested  successfully  in  Aug,  and  several  ads. 
were  feeding  begging  fledglings  5-9  Sep  (ph. 
DC);  a late  nesting  there  produced  a final  fam- 
ily group  with  3-4  begging  young  1 Oct  (DC). 

Initialed  observers:  Pat  Basham,  Celestyn 
Brozek,  David  Cleary,  Steve  & Nancy  Cox,  Alan 
Craig,  Joan  Day-Martin,  Colin  Dillingham,  Doug 
Emkalns,  Gordon  Ewing,  Rebecca  Gracey,  Santi- 
ago Guallar,  Tom  Hines,  John  & Marty  Hirth, 
William  Howe,  David  Krueper,  Robert  Kriude- 
nier,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carroll  Littlefield,  Larry 
Malone,  Patricia  Mehlhop,  Ray  Meyer,  Narca 
Moore-Craig,  Bruce  Neville,  Jerry  Oldenettel, 
Bruce  Ostyn,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton, 
Eric  Rotninger,  Christopher  Rustay,  Lawry  A. 
Sager,  Lorraine  Schulte,  Hart  Schwarz,  Marcy 
Scott,  Roland  Shook,  John  Trochet,  Brad 
Vaughn,  Gordon  Warrick,  Mark  Watson, 
Richard  Webster,  Steve  West,  William  West,  S. 
O.  Williams,  James  Zabriskie,  Dale  & Marian 
Zimmerman.  © 
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The  fall  was  marked  by  continued 
drought,  mild  weather  resulting  in  late 
departures,  a moderate  influx  of  north- 
ern species,  and  a first  state  record. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Com- 
mittee); A.V.S.T.P  (Avra  Valley  S.T.P.);  B.T.A. 
(Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum);  G.EP.  (Gila 
Farms  Pond);  L.C.R.V.  (Lower  Colorado 
River  Valley);  N.I.R.  (Navajo  Indian  Reserva- 
tion); P.A.P.  (Pinal  Air  Park  pecan  grove); 
S.PR.  (San  Pedro  R.);  S.W.T.  (Sweetwater 
Wetlands  Tucson);  Whitewater  (Whitewater 
Draw  Wildlife  Area). 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Rare  migrant  Pacific  Loons  were  found  at 
Apache  L.  3 Nov  (NM),  Yuma  10  Nov  (ph. 
HD),  and  Lake  Havasu  City  19  Nov  (MMS, 
MPo).  Migrant  Common  Loons  were  present 
in  above-average  numbers,  with  27  statewide 
16  Oct — 30  Nov.  The  Least  Grebe  from 
spring  at  S.W.T.  was  last  seen  8 Aug  (m.  ob.). 
Another  (or  the  same)  Least  Grebe  appeared 
there  9 Nov+  (L.  Halsey,  ph.  KK,  m.  ob.). 
Individual  Horned  Grebes  were  at  Lyman  L. 
12  Nov  (GC,  DR)  and  Glen  Canyon  Dam  29 
Nov+  (SB,  MMS,  MPo).  In  the  L.C.R.V.,  6 
were  above  Parker  Dam  30  Nov  (CB,  SS).  The 


earliest  migrant  Western  Grebes  arrived  in  s. 
Arizona  21  Sep  at  A.V.S.T.P,  about  two  weeks  I 
early  (MMS).  Five  Clarks  Grebes  at  Marana 
14  Sep+  was  a large  group  away  from  sum- 
mering areas  (M.  Hickey,  ph.  GHR).  Singles 
were  at  Willcox  22  Sep  (DW),  Saguaro  L.  23 
Sep  (BP),  Ashurst  L.  6 Oct  (T.  Linda),  Patag- 
onia L.  29  Oct  (SH),  and  Arivaca  L.  16  Nov 
(M  Scott),  where  casual  in  all  cases. 

The  major  influx  of  Brown  Pelicans  con- 
tinued with  an  additional  28  individuals 
reported  during  the  period.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants away  from  typical  areas  included 
singles  at  Paloma  3 Aug  (TC),  Gilbert  25  Aug 
(MMS),  Kingfisher  Pond,  S.PR.  28  Oct  (PW), 
and  S.W.T.  12  Nov  (DW).  A dozen  in  Scotts- 
dale 9 Nov  (TC)  was  a large  group  away  from 
the  Gila  R.  Seemingly  lost,  an  American  Bit- 
tern spent  a day  in  a Tucson  cactus  garden  13 
Oct  (KK).  The  post-breeding  influx  of  waders 
brought  an  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  to  White- 
water  (JFL  et  al.)  and  single  Tricolored 
Herons  to  Apache  Junction  (M.  Moore)  and 
Gilbert  (ph.  JBu),  all  on  15  Sep.  Still  casual  in 
the  state,  a single  imm.  dark-morph  Reddish 
Egret  was  at  Yuma  31  Aug — 12  Sep  (D.  Tay- 
lor, ph.  HD,  tMMS).  Two  were  at  Paloma  8 
Oct  (ph.  HD).  One  of  very  few  recent  records, 
an  ad.  Wood  Stork  was  at  Roosevelt  L.  20-21 
Aug  (ph.  JE,  vt.  MPo,  m.  ob.). 

The  only  flock  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  was  a group  of  14  at  Concho  L.  9 Sep 
(J.  Videle).  Seven  individuals  were  at  scat- 
tered s.  Arizona  locations  4 Sep — 12  Oct  (m. 
ob  ).  Snow  Geese  were  late  in  arriving,  with 
the  first  report  from  Palo  Verde  27  Oct  (PM, 
CD).  Likewise  late,  the  first  Ross’s  Goose 
arrived  1 Nov  at  A.V.S.T.P  (JH).  A Tundra 
Swan  dropped  in  for  a brief  visit  at  El  Mirage 
23  Nov  (ph.  TC).  Recent  reports  have  been 
few.  The  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  returned  to 
Scottsdale  9 Nov+  (TC,  ph.  JWo)  for  another 
winter.  Single  ad.  male  Greater  Scaup  were 
reported  from  Tempe  10  Nov  (D.  Clark), 
Lyman  L.  14  Nov  (MMS  et  al.),  and  Nelson 
Res.  25  Nov  (DR,  GC).  “Many”  were  again 
present  at  Lees  Ferry  17  Nov  (MMS,  MPo). 

The  fall’s  heavy  movement  of  scoters 
through  the  interior  West  was  apparent  in 
Arizona  as  well.  Surf  Scoter  reports  were  of 
2 at  Luna  L.  18  Oct  (DR,  ph.  GC)  and  sin- 
gles at  Paloma  25  Oct  (tBG),  A.VS.T.P.  25 
Oct — 2 Nov  (P.  Salomon  et  al.),  Mammoth 
S.T.P.  27  Oct— 7 Nov  (SB,  MMS),  and 
Becker  L.  3 Nov  (GC,  DR).  Three  were  on 
Roosevelt  L 3 Nov  (JE,  KR).  White-winged 
Scoters  were  represented  as  well,  with  one 
at  Davis  Dam  19  Nov  (MMS)  and  4 at 
Parker  Dam  30  Nov+  (CB,  SS  et  al.).  All  of 
the  scoters  were  in  female  or  imm.  plumage. 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  were  again  present  in 
numbers  below  Glen  Canyon  Dam  17 
Nov+,  with  at  least  40  by  29  Nov  (MMS, 
SB).  A single  male  at  Nelson  Res.  18-27  Nov 
(GC,  DR)  was  casual.  Only  one  had  arrived 
at  Parker  Dam  by  30  Nov  (CB,  SS).  A Red- 
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breasted  Merganser  at  Round  Rock  L.  10 
Sep  was  early  (GHR  et  al). 

KITES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

White-tailed  Kite  reports  continue  to  be 
sparse,  but  perhaps  they  are  being  under- 
reported. Singles  were  along  Stateline  Rd., 
Portal  4 Aug+  (MK),  in  the  San  Rafael  Valley 
9 Aug+  0-  Prather),  at  Paloma  3 Oct  (HD), 
Lochiel  6 Nov  (K.  Graves),  Santa  Cruz  Flats 
28  Nov  (JC),  Palo  Verde  29  Nov  (MMS, 
MPo),  and  Arlington  29  Nov  (TC).  Gray 
Hawk  is  casual  in  Maricopa ; an  imm.  bird  at 
Paloma  1 Aug — 21  Sep  was  remarkable  (TC, 
SG).  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  casual  at  best, 
put  in  a good  showing,  with  singles  at 
Cameron  26  Aug  (CL),  Pasture  Canyon  11 
Sep+  (CL),  PA.P  14  Sep  (BM,  DPa),  and  Tuc- 
son 3 Nov  (WR,  ph.  GHR).  This  species 
remains  on  the  A.B.C.  review  list.  Broad- 
winged Hawks  soared  past  Grand  Canyon 
hawkwatch  sites,  peaking  21-30  Sep  (CL, 
WR,  MMS,  ph.  C.  van  Cleve),  with  up  to  5 in 
a single  day.  They  have  proven  to  be  regular 
migrants  in  small  numbers  at  this  spectacu- 
lar site. 

The  Short-tailed  Hawks  in  Barfoot  Park, 
Chiricahua  Mts.  continued  through  6 Sep 
(ph.  JBu,  m.  ob.),  with  2 ads.  seen  together  on 
9 Aug  (JS  et  al.).  Late  Zone-tailed  Hawks 
were  at  Granite  Reef  15  Sep  (PM,  CD), 
Madera  Canyon  4 Oct  (MPo,  MMS),  Patago- 
nia 13  Oct  (RB),  and  Green  Valley  27  Oct 
(GW).  Another  appeared  set  to  winter  as  it 
turned  up  at  various  Tucson  locales  19  Oct+ 
(m.  ob.).  Harlans  Hawks  were  more  numer- 
ous than  usual,  with  individuals  in  the  s.  Sul- 
phur Springs  Valley  3 Nov+  (SW  et  al.),  a rare 
light-morph  imm.  near  Elfrida  12  Nov  (ph. 
CDB,  GHR),  at  Patagonia  20  Nov+  (GB,  m. 
ob.),  e.  of  Scottsdale  29  Nov  (MMS,  MPo), 
and  at  Kino  Springs  30  Nov  (JC).  Wandering 
Crested  Caracaras  were  near  Canoa  9 Aug 
(BM)  and  Santa  Cruz  Flats  28  Nov  (JC). 

The  juv.  Purple  Gallinule  at  S.  W.  T.  was 
last  reported  21  Aug  (m.  ob.).  Sandhill 
Cranes  arrived  early  in  the  se.,  with  5 at 
Whitewater  17  Sep  (SH).  The  only  Pluvialis 
of  the  year  were  a Black-bellied  Plover  at 
Luna  L.  10  Sep  (SH)  and  2 American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Arlington  27-28  Oct  (ph. 
BG;  MMS,  MPo).  Only  4 Snowy  Plovers 
were  found,  with  singles  at  Willcox  15-21 
Aug  (MMS,  m.  ob.),  3 Sep  (GW)  and  27 
Oct  (DSj),  and  at  G.EP.  31  Aug  (RJ,  PD). 
Mountain  Plovers  were  first  reported  28 
Oct,  with  3 at  Western  Sod  Farm  (MMS, 
MPo).  Numbers  there  increased  to  32  by  16 
Nov+  (BS,  m.  ob.). 

Single  Whimbrel  were  reported  without 
details  from  Yuma  4 Aug  (HD)  and  Paloma  1 1 
|Sep  (BG).  A Marbled  Godwit  at  Sunrise  L.  9 
Sep  (SH)  was  a good  find  in  fall.  Rarer  yet  was 
an  ad.  Red  Knot  at  Willox  3 Aug  (SF,  vt. 
MPo).  Eleven  Sanderlings  statewide  2 Aug — 


15  Oct  was  an  above-average  showing.  Four 
were  together  at  Willcox  2 Aug  (CDB).  Up  to 
9 Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  reported  2 
Aug — 21  Sep,  with  over  half  from  Willcox.  A 
remarkable  75+  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  in 
alfalfa  at  Paloma  12  Sep  (BG,  DP  et  al.).  Just 
27  were  reported  from  the  rest  of  the  state. 
Eleven  Dunlin  was  about  average. 

Not  one  but  2 juv.  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers provided  the  first  documented  records 
for  the  state.  The  first  appeared  in  alfalfa  at 
Paloma  11-12  Sep  (ph.  BG,  vt.  RJ,  tMMS  et 
al.)  followed  by  one  22-29  Sep  at  a sod  farm 
e.  of  Scottsdale  (vt.  RJ;  ph.  RD,  GHR;  m.  ob.). 
There  was  a previous  sight  report  26  Sep 
1993,  also  from  Maricopa.  Though  mostly 
reported  without  details,  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  were  abundant  this  fall,  with  up  to  22 
reported  8 Aug — 14  Sep.  Most  remarkable 
were  3 juvs.  at  A.V.S.T.P.  9 Sep  (CDB  et  al.) 
and  4 juvs.  at  Round  Rock  L.  10  Sep  (GHR  et 
al.).  The  only  Red  Phalarope  was  at  Thatcher 
S.T.P.  7 Oct  (MMS). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A juv.  Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Willcox  11-21  Sep 
(ph.  tMMS;  ph.  SH;  m.  ob.)  was  a first  for 
the  se.;  there  are  fewer  than  10  records  for 
the  state.  An  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Nel- 
son Res.  11  Aug  (ph.  D.  Green;  DR,  JS)  was 
also  about  a 10th  report.  Single  ad.  Heer- 
manns  Gulls  were  at  Sells  S.T.P.  3 Nov  (tS. 
Matherly)  and  Patagonia  L.  23  Nov  (C. 
Nunes,  ph.  RH).  A very  worn  Herring  Gull 
in  Gilbert  3 Aug — 6 Oct  (ph.  RJ;  m.  ob.)  was 
very  unseasonal.  Most  occur  late  fall  to  win- 


near Gila  Bend  3 Aug  (TC). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  to 
expand  into  more  small  towns  and  farms, 
with  up  to  7 in  Benson  7 Aug  (C.  Cathers),  6 
in  Water  Canyon  24  Sep  (SH),  and  30  in 
Kingman  30  Nov  (K.  Garrett).  With  the  latter 
group  were  Ringed  Turtle-Doves  and  possible 
hybrids.  It  was  one  of  the  best  falls  ever  for 
Ruddy  Ground-Dove,  with  up  to  43  reported 
statewide.  Concentrations  of  8 at  Patagonia  7 
Oct+  (RB,  m.  ob.)  and  up  to  10  at  Gilbert 
Water  Ranch  20  Oct-11  Nov  (PM,  CD)  were 
remarkable.  The  breadth  of  the  incursion  is 
reflected  by  2-3  at  Sedona  27  Nov+  (ph.  S. 
Clemenz),  2 near  Portal  3 Oct  (RW),  and  one 
in  Yuma  7-9  Nov  (J.  King,  et  al.,  ph.  HD).  Sev- 
eral late  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  noted, 
including  an  ad.  carrying  food  along  Cienega 
Cr.,  Pima  22  Sep  (TC). 

Late  Elf  Owls  were  noted  in  Miller  Canyon 
6 Oct  (PW)  and  Madera  Canyon  8 Oct  (P. 
Weber).  Lesser  Nightwawks  were  also  late  in 
sw.  Tucson  20  Nov  (M.  Gable).  The  Buff-col- 
lared Nightjar  near  California  Gulch  was  last 
reported  5 Aug  (JS).  The  remains  of  a Whip- 
poor-will  found  in  Pasture  Canyon  10  Sep 
were  thought  to  be  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species, recognized  by  some  authorities  as 
distinct  from  Mexican  Whip-poor-will  (ph. 
CL).  There  is  one  previous  Arizona  specimen 
record  from  near  Roosevelt  4 Nov  1952.  A 
late  individual  was  in  Scheelite  Canyon  21 
Oct  (SH). 

A 2nd  female  Berylline  Hummingbird  was 
observed  nesting  in  Ramsey  Canyon  8 Aug-3 
Sep  (JS,  m.  ob.).  The  prior  female  remained 
through  25  Sep  (M.  Pretti). 
A male  was  observed  there  7 
Aug  (JS  et  al.).  Another 
male  was  in  lower  Ramsey 
Canyon  30  Aug-11  Sep  (tj. 
Hirth)  Nearly  outnumber- 
ing the  “pure”  individuals, 
as  many  as  4 hybrid  hum- 
mingbirds believed  to 
involve  Berylline  parentage 


This  adult  male  Ludfer  Hummingbird  attended  feeders  in  Patagonia, 
Arizona,  in  October  2002  (here  7 October);  the  species  is  a regular 
visitor  to  Arizona  in  small  numbers.  Photograph  by  Van  Truan. 


ter.  Reports  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  few:  an 
ad.  at  White  Mt.  Reservoir  12  Sep  (GHR  et 
al.),  a juv.  at  S.W.T  14-15  Sep  (J.  Halloway, 
SB),  and  a juv.  at  Page  S.T.P.  26  Sep  (MMS). 
Still  casual  in  fall,  a first-year  Least  Tern  was 


were  observed  in  Ash, 
Miller,  and  Ramsey 
Canyons  (TC,  M.  Pretti). 
Dispersing  Violet-crowned 
Hummingbirds  were  re- 
ported 9 Sep — 28  Nov  from 
Bisbee,  St.  David,  Benson, 
sw.  Tucson,  and  Arivaca  (m. 
ob.).  Reports  of  a banded 
male  Plain-capped  Star- 
throat  from  Ash  Canyon  7 
Jul-3  Sep  (B.&M.  Cox)  and 
Carr  Canyon  7 Sep-18  Sep 
(HB)  were  believed  to  repre- 
sent the  same  individual.  An  ad.  male  in 
lower  Ramsey  Canyon  3 Aug  was  reportedly 
unbanded  (tj.  Hirth).  Allens  Hummingbirds, 
rare  fall  migrants,  were  reported  by  banders 
from  Miller  Canyon  through  the  very  late 
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date  of  24  Sep  (GW). 

Most  intriguing  was  a report  of  a male 
Eared  Quetzal  from  Snake  Creek,  Apache  24 
Aug  (tD.  Cagle).  There  are  several  prior 
reports  from  areas  near  the  Mogollon  Rim, 
though  most  are  from  se.  Up  to  20  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  were  reported  from  s.  Arizona 

6 Oct+  (m.  ob.),  mostly  near  pecan  groves. 
Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  were  well-rep- 
resented,  with  single 
juvs.  13-15  Oct  at 
B.T.A.  (TM  et  al.)  and 
Portal  18-27  Oct  (ph. 

RW;  RAR),  and  single 
ad.  males  in  ne.  Tucson 
3 Nov  (B.  Nicholas) 
and  Continental  28 
Nov+  (MMS,  m.  ob.). 

Two  hybrid  sapscukers 
were  in  Portal  24 
Oct-2  Nov  (ph.  RW; 

RAR).  Yellow-shafted 
Flickers  were  along 
Queen  Cr.  13-18  Oct 
(TM,  JBo  et  al.),  in 
Palo  Verde  27  Oct  (PM,  CD),  and  in  Colorado 
City  17  Nov  (MMS,  MPo). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  sw.  of 
McNeil  30  Nov  (SW,  TW)  was  away  from 
known  breeding  areas  in  se.  Arizona.  A very 
late  wood-pewee  (presumably  Western)  was 
in  Tubac  22  Oct  (LL  et  al.).  Although  there 
are  still  no  documented  records  of  Alder  Fly- 
catcher from  Arizona,  a well-studied  Empi- 
clonax  heard  calling  at  Cameron  26-27  Aug 
(tCL)  was  likely  this  species.  A late  Willow 
Flycatcher  was  at  Willcox  3 Oct  (GW)  and  a 
very  early  Gray  Flycatcher  was  at  Agua 
Caliente  Park,  Tucson  3 Aug  (DW).  A Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher  at  B.T.A.  18  Oct 
(JBo  et  al.)  was  late  for  a migrant.  Pacific- 
slope  is  a rare  and  irregular  winter  visitor  in 
s.  Arizona;  there  are  no  confirmed  winter 
records  of  Cordilleran  from  the  state.  At  least 

7 Eastern  Phoebes  were  found  around  s.  Ari- 
zona beginning  23  Oct,  slightly  more  than 
typical  for  a fall  season;  this  species  is  a rare 
but  regular  fall  and  winter  visitor  in  the 
south.  Certainly  one  of  the  highlights  of  the 
entire  fall,  a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  was 
reported  from  Portal  17  Sep  (tRW).  If 
accepted  by  the  A.B.C.,  it  would  represent 
only  a 2nd  or  3rd  state  record. 

A Tropical  Kingbird  remained  at  Kino 
Springs  to  at  least  7 Oct  (SH,  BP);  this  species 
is  typically  gone  by  late  Sep.  Several  Cassin’s 
Kingbirds  lingered  at  several  se.  localities  into 
early  Nov  (m.  ob.),  perhaps  indicative  of  a 
mild  fall.  A Thick-billed  Kingbird  at  S.W.T.  1- 
6 Aug  (G.  Martinez  et  al.),  one  of  few  recent 
reports  from  the  Tucson  area,  was  away  from 
known  breeding  areas.  Another  lingered  late 


Broad-winged  Hawks  have  proven  to  be  regular 
migrants  in  small  numbers  at  the  Grand  Canyon 
hawkwatch  sites  in  late  September,  with  daily  counts 
as  high  as  five  birds.  This  bird  was  photographed  here 
25  September  2002.  Photograph  by  Christie  Van  Cieve. 


along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patagonia  13  Oct  (RB). 
Similarly,  Western  Kingbirds  were  reported 
later  than  usual,  with  one  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Flats  on  the  very  late  date  of  28  Nov  (JC). 
Seemingly  rarer  in  Arizona  as  a migrant  than 
it  was  in  the  1970s  and  1980s,  2 Eastern 
Kingbirds  were  at  Paloma,  one  14-15  Sep 
(PM,  ph.  RJ)  and  another  15  Sep  (PD;  ph. 

MMS).  A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  also  found 
at  Paloma  12-14  Sep 
(RD  et  al.)  was  the 
only  one  reported.  A 
Northern  Shrike  along 
Hwy  160  w.  of  Kayenta 
1 Nov+  (CL,  MMS, 
MPo)  was  a bit  early 
for  n.  Arizona,  where 
this  species  is  rare  but 
regular  in  winter.  A 
late  singing  Bell’s  Vireo 
was  at  B.T.A.  18  Oct 
(JBo,  MMS).  Red-eyed 
Vireo  used  to  be  more 
regular  during  the 
early  fall;  this  season, 
singles  were  at  Ganado  L.  26-29  Sep  (CBa,  BJ, 
tMMS),  Tucson  on  9-11  Oct  (GB;  ph.  TG; 
TMMS),  and  Kilt  Peak  11  Oct  (TRH ). 

Some  species  of  corvids  were  certainly  on 
the  move  this  fall.  Individual  Steller’s  Jays 
were  at  odd  localities  in  Oct,  with  one  at 
Cornville  17  Oct  (RR),  one  at  the  B.T.A.  18 
Oct  (JBo  et  al.),  and  one  in  nw.  Phoenix  29 
Oct  (R.  Rogers),  but  a major  flight  of  this 
species  was  not  detected.  Similarly,  Western 
Scrub-Jays  were  seen  in  the  lowlands  slightly 
earlier  in  the  season,  with  singles  in  Phoenix 
21  Sep  (JWo),  at  Paloma  21  Sep  (BG),  at 
S.W.T.  5 Oct  (JBo),  and  in  Sabino  Canyon  6 
Oct  (WR).  Pinyon  Jays  invaded  many  se.  Ari- 
zona localities,  with  no  fewer  than  16  differ- 
ent sightings  between  14  Sep  and  17  Nov, 
several  of  which  involved  100  or  more  indi- 
viduals. The  highest  concentration  was  of 
150+  birds  in  Gard- 
ner Canyon  10  Nov 
(PW).  This  repre- 
sented the  first  major 
invasion  of  this 
species  in  nearly  a 
decade.  Another 
corvid  that  ventures 
into  s.  Arizona  dur- 
ing major  flight 
years,  Clark’s  Nut- 
crackers were  found 
at  a number  of  s.  Ari- 
zona localities  this 
fall,  with  no  fewer 
than  eight  different 
sightings  involving 

at  least  20  individuals  between  4 Oct  and  9 
Nov,  the  highest  concentration  being  6-8  at 
Ramsey  Canyon  6 Oct  ( fide  M.  Pretti). 


At  long  last,  Arizona's  first  documented  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  came  this  season,  from  Paloma 
11-12  September  2002  and  this  juvenile  at  a sod 
farm  east  of  Scottsdale  22  (here)  to  29  September 
2002.  The  only  previous  report  is  from  September 
1993.  Photograph  by  Rich  Ditch. 


A very  late  Barn  Swallow  was  at  A.V.S.T.P. 
26  Nov  (MMS).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
staged  a mini-invasion,  with  just  a few 
around  in  the  lowlands  in  Sep  and  Oct.  Win- 
ter Wrens  were  also  reported  at  a few  s.  Ari- 
zona localities,  including  an  early  one  in 
Tempe  25  Sep  (DP);  this  species  is  rare  and 
irregular  in  s.  Arizona  during  the  fall  and 
winter.  One  of  the  better  finds  of  the  fall  was 
a pair  of  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  at  Patag- 
onia L.  S.P.  8 Oct+  (RH,  ph.  D.  Nelson,  m. 
ob.);  there  have  been  fewer  than  10  con- 
firmed records  of  this  Mexican  species  in  the 
U.S. 

We  received  an  intriguing  report  of  a 
Northern  Wheatear  from  Continental  19  Oct 
(tM.  Dalrner  et  al);  if  accepted  by  the  A.B.C., 
this  would  represent  only  a 2nd  state  record. 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  numerous  and 
widespread  throughout  s.  Arizona  this  fall. 
An  excellent  find  was  a Wood  Thrush  at  the 
B.T.A.  20  Oct— 3 Nov  (C.  Wise,  tMMS;  ph. 
KR);  there  are  fewer  than  20  records  of  this 
species  from  Arizona.  Individual  Rufous- 
backed  Robins  were  in  Oro  Valley  5-10  Oct 
(G.  & N.  Grenman),  at  B.T.A.  8 Nov+  (C. 
Peay,  m.  ob.;  ph.  GHR),  and  at  Arivaca  23 
Nov  (ph.  M.  Scott);  this  represents  about  an 
average  number  for  a fall.  The  only  Varied 
Thrush  of  the  fall  was  a female  in  French  Joe 
Canyon  12-24  Nov  (B.  Starr,  m.  ob.;  ph.  KK). 
No  fewer  than  13  Gray  Catbirds  were  found 
at  scattered  locations  in  both  n.  and  s.  Ari- 
zona beginning  in  mid-Oct  (m.  ob.). 
Although  this  is  a rare  breeding  species  near 
Springerville  and  shows  up  as  a rare  migrant 
in  both  spring  and  fall,  this  number  of  indi- 
viduals is  higher  than  usual  for  a given  sea- 
son. A Brown  Thrasher  at  B.T.A.  5 Nov+  (G. 
& S.  Barnes)  may  be  the  same  individual  that 
wintered  there  in  2001-2002. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

Tennessee  Warblers,  casual  during  the  fall, 
were  at  Aztec  Cr.,  N.I.R.  19  Sep  (CL)  and  the 
Phoenix  Zoo  5-17  Oct  ( T RJ ) . 
Eight  Northern  Pandas, 
slightly  more  than  usual  for 
a fall,  were  reported  5 Sep — 
18  Nov.  Late  Yellow  Warblers 
included  singles  near  Scotts- 
dale 9 Nov  (TC),  at  S.W.T. 
10  Nov  (JBo),  and  in  Tucson 
27  Nov  (RH).  A male  Mag- 
nolia Warbler  was  at  the 
Phoenix  Zoo  11  Oct  ( T RJ ) ; 
there  have  been  about  25 
previous  records  for  the 
state.  An  ad.  male  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  at 
Wenima  Wildlife  Area  out- 
side Springerville  6 Oct 
(DR);  this  species  is  still  considered  rare  but 
is  annual  in  very  small  numbers  during  the 
fall.  A Hermit  Warbler  was  at  Cholla  L.  29 
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Sep  (CL,  MMS);  this  species  is  considered 
almost  casual  at  migrant  areas  in  n.  Arizona. 
Single  Palm  Warblers  were  at  A.V.S.T.P.  23-31 
Oct  (tMMS  et  al.)  and  Lyman  L.  9 Nov  (SB). 
Six  Black-and-white  Warblers  and  4 Ameri- 
can Redstarts  were  about  average  for  a fall. 
Prothonotary  Warblers,  still  considered 
casual  during  the  fall,  were  at  Phoenix  15-22 
Sep  (J.  McKay;  ph.  JWo)  and  along  the  S.P.R. 
near  Kingfisher  Pond  6 Oct  (PW).  About  16 
reports  of  Northern  Waterthrush  were 
received  between  24  Aug  and  27  Oct.  For  at 
least  the  3rd  or  4th  consecutive  winter,  a 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  returned  to  the  same 
stretch  of  Sonoita  Creek  above  Patagonia  L. 
29  Oct+  (SH).  Another  Louisiana  was  present 
along  the  upper  S.P.R.  27  Qct+  (PW  et  al); 
this  species  is  a rare  but  regular  winter  visitor 
to  streams  in  s.  Arizona.  Two  Kentucky  War- 
blers were  reported,  one  near  Comfort  Spring 
in  the  Huachuca  Mts.  11  Aug  (SH)  and 
another  from  Pasture  Canyon  near  Tuba  City 
3 Oct  (CL);  there  is  only  a handful  of  fall 
records.  The  now-famous  pair  of  Rufous- 
capped  Warblers  in  French  Joe  Canyon  was 
seen  feeding  2 fledglings  on  6 Aug  (LL  et  al.) 
and  noted  sporadically  throughout  the  fall. 
We  received  two  other  reports  of  this  species, 
one  from  Garden  Canyon  2 Sep  (tH.  Bergth- 
oldt,  M.  Guest)  and  another  from  Paradise  30 
Nov  (tj.  Gebler,  D.  Stout),  both  of  which  will 
be  evaluated  by  the  A.B.C. 

Late  Summer  Tanagers  were  reported  at 
S.W.T.  19  Oct  (BS  et  al.),  at  Fountain  Hills  7 
Nov  (KR),  and  at  Yuma  20  Nov  (J-  King).  An 
imm.  female  Scarlet  Tanager  was  in  Round 
Valley  Wash,  Chiricahua  Mts.  24  Oct  (TRW), 
providing  about  a 20th  record  for  the  state, 
most  of  which  are  from  late  fall.  The  male 
Flame-colored  Tanager  that  was  present  in 
Miller  Canyon  all  summer — and  that  appar- 
ently mated  with  a female  Western  Tanager, 
producing  2 hybrid  young — was  last  reported 
22  Aug  (M.  Kehl). 

Individual  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
reported  at  Pasture  Canyon  10  Sep  (CL,  J. 
Coons),  at  Cameron  28  Sep  (CL,  BS  et  al), 
and  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  in  Tucson  10 
Nov  Oho);  the  A.B.C.  still  urges  caution  in 
reporting  this  species  in  Arizona.  Several 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  reported  away 
from  known  breeding  areas,  with  one  in  Pas- 
ture Canyon  25  Sep  (CL,  MMS),  one  at  Gray 
Mountain  27  Sep  (CL,  MMS),  4 near  G.FP.  13 
Oct  (RJ),  and  one  n.  of  Rio  Verde  14  Oct 
(TC);  this  species  is  rarely  seen  as  a migrant 
anywhere  in  the  state.  No  fewer  than  20  Fox 

I Sparrows  of  the  subspecies  schistacea  (Slate- 
colored)  were  reported  from  around  the  state 
beginning  5 Oct.  More  unusual  was  a Sooty 
Fox  Sparrow  ( unalashchensis  group)  at  B.T.A. 
26  Oct+  (PM  et  al;  ph.  GHR,  JBu);  there  are 
only  a handful  of  confirmed  records  of  this 
subspecies  group  from  Arizona.  Scattered 
Swamp  Sparrow  reports  away  from  “regular” 
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areas  of  occurrence  were  of  singles  in 
Mesquite  Wash  along  Hwy  87,  Maricopa  19 
Oct  (TC),  at  Cameron  22  Oct  (CL),  at  Pena 
Blanca  L.  18  Nov  (SH),  and  at  Kino  Springs 
30  Nov  GO-  A greater-than-usual  number 
(18)  of  White-throated  Sparrows  was 
reported  around  the  state,  many  from  n.  Ari- 
zona beginning  in  early  Oct.  More  scarce, 


particularly  in  s.  Arizona,  a Harris’s  Sparrow 
was  at  Patagonia  L.  23  Nov  (ph.  RH).  Also 
reported  more  frequently  than  normal, 
Golden-crowned  Sparrows  were  found  at 
seven  different  locations  in  s.  Arizona  6 Oct+. 
In  a repeat  from  last  year,  several  McCowns 
Longspurs  were  found  on  the  sod  farm  e.  of 
Scottsdale  this  fall;  a high  count  of  15  was 
there  13  Oct  (RJ).  A Lapland  Longspur  was 
reported  from  Pasture  Canyon  17  Oct  (CL); 
there  are  just  a few  records  from  n.  Arizona. 

Two  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  one  at  Par- 
adise 4 Aug  (MK)  and  another  at  Patagonia  5 
Aug  QS  et  al),  continued  the  late-spring  and 
summer  phenomenon  that  produced  an 
unprecedented  number  of  reports  in  2002. 
Two  others,  one  at  Colossal  Cave  Park,  Tuc- 
son 19  Oct  (KK)  and  another  at  the  Phoenix 
Zoo  22  Oct  (RJ),  both  imm.  males,  better  fit  a 
well-known  pattern  of  late-fall  dispersal  of 
young  birds,  yet  were  still  fewer  than  usual.  A 
Blue  Grosbeak  at  Arivaca  3 Nov  (K.  Graves  et 
al.)  was  late  for  s.  Arizona,  where  this  species 
sometimes  lingers  into  winter  during  mild 
years.  An  Indigo  Bunting  was  seen  at  Wah- 
weap  in  n.  Arizona  26  Sep  (MMS),  where  its 
fall  status  is  still  uncertain.  Singles  at  Kino 
Springs  13  Oct  (SB)  and  Patagonia  18  Oct 
(RJ)  were  considered  late  migrants.  Also  con- 
sidered late  were  2 Varied  Buntings  at  Kino 
Springs  1 Oct  (SH),  one  at  Peck  Canyon  8 
Oct  (RH),  and  one  at  Arivaca  9 Oct  (MMS); 
this  species  typically  departs  the  breeding 
grounds  by  mid-Sep.  It  is  well  known  that 
Painted  Bunting  reports  are  more  frequent  in 
s.  Arizona  beginning  in  early  to  mid-Aug,  but 
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this  year  an  unprecedented  23  different 
reports  from  around  the  state  4 Aug — 13  Oct 
further  dispelled  the  idea  that  these  are 
released  cage  birds.  This  was  a particularly 
good  year  for  Dickcissel  reports  from  around 
the  state,  with  at  least  12  different  sightings 
31  Aug — 9 Oct  (ph.  K.  Penland,  m.  ob.). 

Bobolinks  are  still  considered  casual  in  s. 

Arizona  during  fall;  this 
year,  one  was  in  Tucson 
1 Sep  (vt.  B.  Nicholas), 
one  at  Willcox  14  Sep 
(ph.  KK),  and  2 at  PA.P. 
17  Sep  (WR  et  al.).  Even 
rarer,  Common  Grack- 
les  were  located  near 
Jake’s  Corner  2 Nov  (ph. 
KR),  with  2 in  Portal  3 
Nov  (ph.  RW);  there  are 
only  about  10  records  of 
this  species  accepted  by 
the  A.B.C.,  with  several 
others  never  submitted 
for  review.  Orchard  Ori- 
oles were  reported  from 
lower  Carr  Canyon  5 
Oct  (HB)  and  from  PA.P 
9 Oct  (+RH);  this 
species  is  still  consid- 
ered a casual  visitor  at  any  season.  An  ad. 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Vermilion  Cliffs 
16-17  Sep  (ph.  C.  Olson,  CL)  providing  one 
of  few  records  for  n.  Arizona. 

Cassin’s  Finches  were  found  at  scattered  s. 
Arizona  localities  beginning  in  mid-Oct.  It 
was  clear  that  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were 
on  the  move  after  several  appeared  in  s.  Ari- 
zona during  the  summer.  By  mid-Sep,  the 
movement  of  this  California  species  into  the 
state  was  widespread,  with  nearly  20  different 
reports,  some  of  which  involved  25-50  indi- 
viduals. 
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This  Wood  Thrush  at  Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum  State  Park  near  Superior, 
Arizona  20  October  to  3 November  2002  (here  27  October)  furnished  one 
of  about  20  records  for  Arizona.  Photograph  by  Kurt  Radamaker. 
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Timely  Regionwide  coverage — coupled 
with  exceptional  documentation  of 
vagrants,  unusual  storm  patterns,  and 
record-mild  late-season  conditions — produced 
probably  one  of  the  best  profiles  of  fall  migra- 
tion ever.  The  Aleutian  Low  was  slow  to  con- 
centrate into  its  traditional  latitudes,  and  warm, 
broad-ranging  continental  highs  kept  the  Main- 
land generally  mild  and  snow-free,  allowing 
many  portions  of  the  southern  half  of  the  state 
to  bask  in  the  warmest  November  in  history. 
Storm  tracks  pursued  a northerly  route  into  the 
Region,  with  few  in  the  western  Aleutians  and  a 
half-dozen  mid-season  lows,  which  had  origi- 
nated at  northerly  latitudes,  moving  rapidly 
across  the  Bering  Sea.  Associated  surface  winds 
were  often  southerly  and/or  westerly,  uncom- 
mon for  the  Bering  Sea  in  fall. 

Four  species  were  added  to  the  Alaska  List 
this  fall,  which  stands  at  469.  Lehman’s  system- 
atic and  fruitful  pursuits  at  Gainbell  solidified 
the  true  nature  of  that  Bering  Sea  outpost  as  a 
melting-pot  refuge  for  waifs  from  all  Northern 
Hemisphere  directions.  His  report  alone  could 
have  taken  up  the  Regions  allotted  publication 
space!  In  addition  to  the  many  unusual  species 
were  scattered  high  counts  and  late  departure 
dates,  many  of  which  extended  into  December. 
Despite  the  synopsis  of  this  seasons  unusual 
and  broadly  distributed  rarities,  we  lack  consis- 
tent coverage  from  the  Interior  and  the  North 
Slope,  as  well  as  from  traditional  or  newly  dis- 


covered fall  hotspots  such  as  Middleton, 
Prince  of  Wales  Islands,  and  the  Pribilofs. 
Alaska's  vastness  continues  to  amaze,  reward, 
tantalize,  and  frustrate  those  who  attempt  to 
cover  even  portions  of  it  during  migration. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Alaska  Bird  Observa- 
tory); North  Gulf  (North  Gulf  of  Alaska); 
PW.S.  (Prince  William  Sound);  S.E.  (South- 
east Alaska);  U.C.I.  (Upper  Cook  Inlet).  Ref- 
erenced details  (t),  specimens  (*),  photo- 
graphs (ph.),  and  videotape  (v.t.)  are  on  file  at 
the  University  of  Alaska  Museum.  Italicized 
place  names  denote  especially  unusual  loca- 
tions for  the  noted  species. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Few  Arctic  Loons  were  reported,  none  from 
Gambell  and  only  2 from  the  Nome  shore 
(PEL,  KLG).  Exceptional  numbers  of  offshore 
migrant  Pacific  Loons  came  in  from  the  w. 
side  of  Prince  of  Wales  I.,  with  up  to  550  fly- 
bys 8-9  Oct  (AWP).  Two  imm.  Pied-billed 
Grebes,  for  the  season’s  only  report,  were 
noted  in  the  24-Mile  Marshes  near  Haines  24 
Aug  (RAM,  1RM),  where  this  rare  fall  migrant 
may  prove  regular.  This  year’s  Clipper  Co. 
Bering  Sea  cruise  netted  the  season’s  Laysan 
Albatross  maxima,  up  to  300  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Rat  Is.  group  10  Aug  (RLS,  CRJS).  Short- 
tailed Albatrosses  were  in  evidence  all  season, 
with  3 in  Andreanof  and  Rat  I.  passes  10-11 
Aug  (RLS,  CR,  JS),  and  at  least  2 others  into 
the  Bering  Sea  between  144  and  208  km  nw. 
of  the  Pribilofs  26  Sep — 5 Nov  (RAM,  ph.). 
Some  400+  Mottled  Petrels  in  deep  water  and 
off  the  Shelf  in  the  Andreanof  Is.  10  Aug 
(RLS,  CRJS)  constituted  the  Region’s  highest 
one-day  totals.  Continued  late-summer 
Bering  Sea  observations  mirror  and  magnify 
Kurodas  findings  for  this  species  from  the 
1950s  ( Condor  57:  290-300).  Still  casual  away 


from  two  known  small  colonies  off  the  outer  S.E. 
coast,  a lone  ad.  Brandt’s  Cormorant  arrived  record 
early  in  the  Ketchikan  area  2 Nov  (AWP),  where 
winter  quarters  for  small  numbers  have  been 
revealed  over  the  past  few  years. 

After  no  certain  prior  fall  reports,  single  Bean 
Geese  showed  up  at  Gambell  7 Sep  (tPEL)  and 
Shemya  I.  10  Sep  (MS).  VanVliet  reported  an 
Aleutian  Canada  Goose  in  Juneau  23  Nov  (GW), 
which  would  be  S.E.  s 2nd  ever,  and  quite  late  gen- 
erally for  this  race.  Decent  numbers  of  Trumpeter 
Swans,  including  up  to  15  on  15  Nov  (AWP), 
appeared  offshore  on  Prince  of  Wales  L,  while  ice- 
free  conditions  in  U.C.I.  permitted  several  family 
groups  to  linger  in  Portage  and  Summit  L.  into 
early  Dec  (RLS,  TT).  Trumpeter  family  groups  typ- 
ically remain  on  breeding  lakes  until  the  early  Oct 
freeze-up  pushes  them  away.  Likely  due  to  the 
tardy  freeze-up,  other  waterfowl  highlights  were 
fleeting,  limited  to:  2 Falcated  Ducks  at  Shemya  22 
Sep  (MS),  one  of  few  fall  records,  a group  of  4 
Blue-winged  Teal,  rare  offshore  in  S.E.,  in  Carroll 
Inlet  se.  of  Ketchikan  16  Sep  (tRN,  fide  SCH), 
another  juv.  Baikal  Teal,  again  at  Shemya  25  Aug 
(MS*),  an  exceptional  autumn  tally  of  29  Tufted 
Duck  at  Shemya  13  Oct  (MS),  one  Ring-necked 
Duck  and  2 Lesser  Scaup  from  Dutch  Harbor  31 
Oct — 14  Nov  (ph.  RAM),  both  extremely  rare  in 
the  Aleutians,  and  2 Ruddy  Ducks  in  Juneau  24-28 
Oct  (GW,  JS,  SZ). 

Up  to  1 6 Osprey  moving  through  the  Ketchikan 
area  18-19  Sep  (SCH)  represented  an  excellent  and 
rare  offshore  concentration  for  any  season.  The 
famed  Taku  R.  Steller’s  Sea-Eagle  in  S.E.  was  last 
reported  from  favored  perches  21  Sep  (fide  SZ).  At 
least  2 Golden  Eagles  were  soaring  over  Captain's 
Bay  near  Dutch  Harbor  2 Oct — 10  Nov  (RAM), 
near  the  w.  limit  of  the  species’  known  range. 
Murie  (Fau na  of  the  Aleutian  Islands)  first  summa- 
rized his  own  and  historic  records  in  1959  and 
described  Golden  Eagles  as  “an  occasional  strag- 
gler in  the  Aleutian  Peninsula  region.”  Subsequent 
documentation  has  confirmed  that  status.  Another 
juv.  Eurasian  Hobby,  the  Region's  4th  in  autumn, 
and  on  the  heels  of  last  year’s  report,  was  found  at 
Shemya  16-26  Sep  (MS).  American  Coots  were 
reasonably  widespread,  with  a peak  of  8 in  Juneau 
22  Sep — 19  Nov  (MS,  SZ,  GW)  and  another  4 off- 
shore at  Sitka  27  Sep — Dec  (MET,  MLW). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Greater  Yellowlegs  tested  their  hardiness  this  fall, 
with  local  record-late  birds  detected  at  Kodiak,  2 
on  10  Oct  (RAM),  Ketchikan,  one  20  Oct  (SCH), 
and  Juneau  3 Nov  (GW).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs 
wandered  w.  to  Shemya  1 Sep  (MS),  one  of  few  in 
fall  ever  for  the  w.  Aleutians,  no  doubt  on  its  way 
to  an  Asian  Pacific  winter  site.  A storm-related 
Common  Sandpiper  7-8  Sep  at  Shemya  (MS),  and 
lone  Little  Stints  from  St.  Paul  I.  (no  details)  21-22 
Aug  (GB,  RK)  and  Shemya  9 Sep  (MS*),  were  the 
only  standouts  in  a weak  showing  of  Eurasian 
shorebirds  in  the  Aleutians.  Most  of  the  Region’s 
autumn  Little  Stint  reports,  subsequent  to  the  first 
record  from  Buldir  in  1975,  have  come  in  late  Aug 
every  few  years.  Additional  noteworthy  shorebird 
finds  came  in  mainly  from  the  Region's  s.  half, 
including  a good  peak  of  10  Stilt  Sandpipers  for 
the  season  in  Juneau  13  Aug — 5 Sep  (PS,  BA, 
GW)  and  a single  in  Homer  27  Aug  (RAM;  a rare 
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occurrence  for  the  North  Gulf),  4-5  Ruffs  from 
St.  Paul  1.  6-28  Aug  (GB),  and  extralimital  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers,  with  2 at  Kodiak  2 Sep  (ph. 
RAM,  IRM)  and  singles  at  Sitka  25  Aug  (MET, 
MLW)  and  Anchorage  26  Aug,  the  latter  a first 
U.C.I.  record  (ph.  RAM,  IRM  et  al.).  Another 
juv.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  appeared  this  season,  in 
Juneau  2 Aug  (PS,  SZ),  consistent  with  the  few 
prior  fall  reports.  Decidedly  late  Red  Phalaropes 
included  12  at  sea  some  92  km  n.  of  the  Pribilofs 
2 Nov  (RAM)  and  3 off  Prince  ofWales  1. 13  Nov 
(AWP).  Red  Phalarope  concentrations  off  Gam- 
bell  went  undetected  or  never  materialized  this 
season.  Of  the  few  jaeger  reports,  a flight  of  35 
Pomarines  off  the  point  at  Gambell  25  Sep 
(PEL)  was  getting  late  for  such  numbers. 

Always  the  best  season  for  gulls,  this  fall’s 
highlights  followed  suit,  especially  in  the  S.E. 
Surprisingly  only  a single  Franklin’s  Gull,  a juv., 
was  detected  in  the  gull  concentrations  at 
Ketchikan  29  Aug  (tSCH).  An  estimated  600 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  feeding  over  a pod  of  Hump- 
back Whales  n.  of  Juneau  11  Nov  were  getting 
late  for  numbers  so  far  n.  (GW).  Ketchikan’s 
3rd  Black-tailed  Gull,  an  ad.,  appeared  in  the 
channel  off  the  docks  28  Sep— 1 Oct  (ph.  SCH). 
With  apparent  continued  expansion  of  n.  popu- 
lations, Black-tailed  Gull  has  become  nearly 
annual  in  the  Region’s  periphery,  mainly  in  sum- 
mer or  fall.  Lehman  documented  Cambells  2nd 
autumn  kamtschatschensis  Mew  Gull  24-27  Aug 
(ph.  GLA;  vt.,  tPEL).  This  large  form  remains 
casual  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Macintosh  described 
an  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull  at  Dutch  Harbor  2 Oct 
(tRAM).  There  are  few  documented 
Aleutian/Bering  Sea  records  of  this  form.  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls  were  widespread  from  essentially 
the  entire  coastline,  highlighted  by  singles  in 
Kotzebue  27  Oct  (RM),  Kodiak  30  Aug  (RAM), 
Juneau  8-15  Aug  (IRM,  GW,  PS),  and  s.  to 
Ketchikan  12-22  Oct  (ph.  SCH).  The  season’s 
peak  again  concentrated  around  the  Nome 
dump,  with  30  there  9-14  Sep  (KLG).  Although 
annual  post-breeding  movements  send  Glau- 
cous-winged Gulls  into  the  n.  Bering  Sea,  this 
year’s  Gambell  counts  were  unusually  late  and 


high,  with  a peak  74  there  10  Sep  (PEL).  Smaller 
numbers  of  15-20  were  still  observed  daily  at 
Gambell  through  2 Oct  (PEL),  likely  a result  of 
the  mild,  ice-free  season 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

This  seasons  Mourning  Doves  included  an  early 


single  at  Cordova  21  Aug  (PM,  SS),  a lone  bird 
offshore  at  Sitka  16  Sep  (MLW,  MET),  and  2 
around  Ketchikan  28  Aug — 2 Sep  (SCH).  A 
hepatic-morph  Oriental  Cuckoo  skulked 
around  the  Gambell  middens  15  Sep  (DWS,  DC; 
vt.  PEL),  the  2nd  autumn  report  for  St. 
Lawrence  1.  About  half  of 
the  Region’s  dozen  or  so 
records  have  come  in 
fall.  Of  the  few  Northern 
Pygmy-Owl  accounts,  at 
least  2 offshore  on  Prince 
of  Wales  I.  4-30  Sep 
(AWP)  and  another  duo 
around  Juneau  29  Sep — 

29+Nov  (GW)  were 
unusual.  The  only  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  reported 
was  a male  at  a Juneau 
feeder  10  Oct — Dec+ 

(GW).  Surprisingly 
unknown  away  from  the 
taiga  forests  farther  e.  on 
the  Seward  Pen.,  a 
Downy  Woodpecker 
edged  w.  close  to  Nome 
in  coastal  tundra  at  Safety  Lagoon  9 Sep  (KLG), 
perhaps  only  about  the  3rd  such  coastal  record. 
Similarly  rare  offshore  was  a Hairy  Woodpecker 
at  Kodiak  6 Oct,  the  7th  report  ever  for  that 
island. 

Begging,  newly-fledged  Pacific-slope  Fly- 
catchers in  Juneau  14  Sep  (GW)  were  excep- 
tionally late,  as  the  species  is  generally  gone 
from  the  Region  by  25  Sep.  Kodiak’s  first  ever 
was  a Say’s  Phoebe  near  downtown  17  Aug  (tJD, 
TTB,  fide  RAM);  the  species  is  casual  in  the 
North  Gulf.  Alaska’s  4th  Tropical  Kingbird  was 
nicely  documented  while  foraging  (and  vocaliz- 
ing) in  a yard  n.  of  downtown  Ketchikan  20  Oct 
(CF,  JFK,  tAWP;  ph.,  tSCH).  Unbelievable  was 
a Warbling  Vireo  in  the  productive  Gambell 
middens  22  Sep  (PEL;  vt.  DC),  obviously  St. 
Lawrence  I.’s  first  ever.  Warbling  Vireo  is  all  but 
unknown  in  the  Region  away  from  its  known 
breeding  range  on  the  Mainland  S.E.  river  sys- 
tems. Also  casual  away  from  Main- 
land S.E.  riparian  corridors,  a Red- 
eyed Vireo  wandered  n.  and  into 
A.B.O.’s  banding  lanes  in  Denali  N.P 
18  Aug  (NS*,  A.B.O.).  One  of  the 
Region’s  earliest  fall  Clark’s  Nut- 
crackers was  a single  n.  of  Ketchikan 
17-24  Aug  (ph.  CF,  fide  SCH).  Nut- 
crackers remain  sporadic  and  casual 
in  the  Region,  documented  mostly 
from  the  S.E.  Mainland  in  late  fall. 

The  usual  small  numbers  of  Sky 
Larks  were  found  in  the  w.  Aleutians, 
from  Shemya  22  Sep — 13  Oct  (MS), 
while  one  farther  n.  at  Gambell  28 
Sep  (vt.  PEL)  was  only  the  2nd  in  fall 
for  the  n.  Bering  Sea.  F lava  Homed  Larks  again 
reached  e.  in  the  Bering  Sea  to  Gambell,  where 
this  ne.  Asian  form  is  occasional  in  autumn, 
with  one  on  1 Sep  and  4 substantiated  13  Sep 
(vt.  PEL).  Given  the  mild  season,  the  only 
extreme  late  swallow  was  a lone  Barn  Swallow 
in  Ketchikan  1 Oct  (SCH),  a new  late  record  for 


that  locale.  This  year’s  Bering  Sea  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets  reached  Gambell,  with  3 together  22 
Sep  (DC,  vt.  PEL).  With  more  widespread  cov- 
erage on  the  Bering  Sea  islands,  this  common 
Mainland  taiga  breeder  is  proving  to  be  at  least 
an  occasional  Sep  visitor  to  those  sites. 

Fall  birding  for  passerines 
and  near-passerines  at  Gambell 
focuses  most  attention  in  the 
middens,  where  mounds  and 
lusher  vegetation  provides 
some  semblance  of  thickets  and 
vertical  cover  for  refuge.  A plain 
Phylloscopus , which  eluded 
birders  in  the  Gambell  middens 
25  Aug,  was  relocated  over  the 
following  five  days  (through  30 
Aug)  in  several  different  areas, 
and  was  nicely  documented  as 
Alaska’s  first  Willow  Warbler 
(tPEL,  vt.  PEL,  ph.  GLA  et  al.). 
Northeastern  Asian  populations 
(P  trochilus  yakutensis)  of  this 
northern  scrub  nester,  which 
breed  into  the  lower  Arctic  lati- 
tudes in  Siberia  e.  to  the  upper 
Anadyr  R.  basin,  migrate  southwest  to  winter 
grounds  in  Africa.  This  individual  is  likely  part 
of  a fairly  recent  trend,  which  brings  a few  odd 
Willow  Warblers  into  the  Pacific  Region,  for 
instance  to  Japan  in  autumn.  Given  the  subtle 
plumage  variation  between  races,  this  individ- 
ual’s subspecies  assignment  remains  uncertain 
as  of  this  writing.  Also  at  Gambell  were  4 Dusky 
Warblers  scattered  in  Gambell  middens  29 
Aug— 19  Sep  (ph.  GLA;  vt.  tPEL  et  al.).  Since 
the  Region’s  first  Dusky  Warbler,  a spring  bird  at 
Gambell  in  1977,  most  of  the  now  dozen  or  so 
reports  for  this  form — which  occupies  a ne. 
Asian  range  similar  to  but  slightly  more  easterly 
than  Willow  Warbler’s — are  from  the  autumn 
migration.  On  the  heels  of  1999’s  first  North 
American  record,  the  Gambell  middens  har- 
bored another  Yellow-browed  Warbler  30  Aug 
(ph.  GLA;  vt.,  tPEL).  Westbound  Arctic  War- 
blers made  a strong  showing  at  Gambell,  with 
74  counted  for  the  season  and  a record  maxi- 
mum of  29  (23  Aug),  and  record-latest  16  Sep 
(PEL  et  al).  At  least  4 Arctics  (including  one  * 
of  ne.  Asian  race  P.  b.  xanthodryas ) were  substan- 
tiated at  Shemya  20  Sep — 11  Oct  (MS). 

One  of  the  season’s  big  surprises  at  Gambell 
was  the  imm.-type  Lesser  Whitethroat  (Sylvia 
curruca ) in  the  far  midden  8-9  Sep  (vt.,  tPEL), 
Alaska’s  and  North  America’s  first  ever  Sylvia — 
and  a species  not  considered  as  a candidate  for 
occurrence.  Opinions  are  still  being  sought 
about  the  subspecies  of  this  individual,  but  by 
range,  S.  c.  blythi  seems  the  most  logical;  it 
breeds  in  central  Siberia  w.  to  the  e.  edges  of  the 
middle  Lena  R.  watershed  and  e.  to  the  foothills 
e.  of  L.  Baikal,  and  winters  southwest  from  there 
into  Iran  and  n.  India.  Completing  the  incredi- 
ble trio  of  Gambell’s  North  America  firsts  was  a 
pale  Spotted  Flycatcher  (M usekapa  striata)  for- 
aging in  the  middens  14  Sep  (vt.,  tPEL;  ph. 
DWS).  Two  pale-plumaged  races  of  this  w. 
Palearctic  flycatcher  breed  e.  to  the  se.  of  L. 
Baikal;  there  may  be  no  prior  Pacific  Coast 


This  Black-backed  Wagtail  successfully  bred  at  Shemya  Island,  where 
one  fledgling  and  two  adults  were  present  25  August  through  16 
September  2802,  Five  more,  all  migrants,  were  noted  here  through 
the  late  date  of  1 5 October.  Photograph  by  M.  I Schwitters, 


This  adult  Hack-tailed  Gull  (top),  the  third  for 
Ketchikan,  Alaska,  was  present  28  (here  29) 
September  through  1 0ctober  2002.  This 
species,  whose  range  is  expanding  to  the  north, 
visits  the  Region  almost  annually,  mainly  in 
summer  and  fall.  Photograph  by  Steve  Heinl. 


3LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  1 


103 


records  of  this  muscicapid. 

Northern  Wheatears  lingered  later  than 
usual,  with  one  at  Gambell  record-late  for  St. 
Lawrence  I.  17  Sep  (PEL)  and  an  imm.  at 
Palmer  5 Nov  (RF,  fide  RLS),  the  Region’s  latest 
ever.  Casual  offshore  in  the  Bering  Sea  were  sep- 
arate Hermit  Thrushes  at  St.  Paul  1.  23  & 25 
Aug  (GB).  Not  annual  in  fall,  Eyebrowed 
Thrush  passed  through  the  Aleutians,  where 
4 appeared  at  Shemya  26-28  Sep,  and  another 
late  bird  remained  11-15  Oct  (MS).  Of  all 
things,  a European  Starling  flushed  out  of 
the  beach  grass  at  Shemya  12  Sep  (MS*), 
obviously  the  Aleutians’  first.  As  a rare, 
mostly  fall  wanderer  to  cen.  and  occasionally 
n.  Japan,  including  e.  Hokkaido,  this  w. 
Pacific  population  is  more  likely  a source  for 
this  record  than  is  Alaska’s  small,  isolated, 
and  very  local  Mainland  populations.  Three 
Siberian  Accentors  passed  through  Gambell 
29  Aug— 1 Oct  (ph.  GLA;  vt.  tPEL),  St. 
Lawrence  l.’s  4th  through  6th  fall  records. 

WAGTAILS  THROUGH  FRINGILLIDS 

Following  a few  sporadic  and  isolated  nesting 
records  from  the  w.  Aleutians/Bering  Sea, 
Black-backed  Wagtail  successfully  bred  at  She- 
mya, where  a fledging  was  attended  by  ads.  25 
Aug — 16  Sep  (ph.  MS).  In  addition,  5+  other 
migrants,  including  imms.,  were  methodically 
identified  there  through  15  Oct  (MS),  one  of 
the  Aleutians’  latest.  A bright  Tree  Pipit  sur- 
faced in  the  Gambell  middens  21-27  Sep  (vt., 
tPEL;  ph.  DWS;  DC),  Alaska’s  3rd,  first  in 
autumn,  and  2nd  for  Gambell.  Sporadic  in  fall, 
at  least  3 Olive-backed  Pipits  were  discovered 
at  Shemya  17-20  Sep  (MS),  for  the  season’s 
only  report.  An  imm.  Cedar  Waxwing  was 
photographed  at  Valdez  in  "mid-Sep”  (ph. 
PCW),  the  only  extralimital  away  from  S.E. 

Not  surprising  in  such  a mild  season, 
pamlids  made  big  news,  with  both  extralimi- 
tal and  very  late  birds.  The  latest  warblers  all 
came  from  Ketchikan,  including  an  Orange- 
crowned  2-4  Nov  (SCH),  one  Yellow-rumped 
Warbler  22  Nov  (AWP),  and  a lone  Common 
Yellowthroat  12  Oct  (AWP).  Significant  off- 
shore Bering  Sea  warbler  records  included: 
single  Orange-crowneds  at  Gambell,  includ- 
ing one  each  celata  12  Sep  (vt.  PEL)  and 
hitesccns  22  Sep  (TPEL),  up  to  5/day  Yellow 
Warblers  on  St.  Paul  1.  26-31  Aug  (fide  GB), 
and  one  at  Gambell  19  Sep  (vt.  PEL),  the  sea- 
son’s only  Magnolia  Warbler  at  Gambell  21 
Sep  (DWS,  TPEL),  a 3rd  for  the  Bering  Sea,  a 
single  Yellow-rumped  also  at  Gambell  22  Sep 
(vt.  PEL),  the  Bering  Sea’s  first-ever 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  in  the  Gambell  mid- 
dens 26-29  Sep  (vt.,  TPEL;  remarkable  away 
from  S.E.  Mainland  breeding  areas  and  latest  date 
for  the  Region),  an  incredible  one-day  count  of  8 
Wilson’s  Warblers  at  St.  Paul  31  Aug  ( fide  GB), 
and  singles  at  Gambell  31  Aug  & 5 Sep  (PEL). 
Casual  in  the  Interior  were  Fairbanks’s  3rd  Fall 
Palm  Warbler,  caught  in  the  A. B O.  nets  25  Sep 
(A.B.O.),  the  season’s  only  report,  and  3 Com- 
mon Yellowthroats  mixed  in  with  migrani  flocks 
near  the  Alaska  border  at  Scotty  Cr.  25  Aug, 
where  a single  had  been  noted  back  in  Jun. 


Another  was  near  Northway  the  following  day 
(RAM,  1M).  Distinctly  rare  offshore  in  S.E.  (and 
nearly  record  late),  were  up  to  4 Western  Tan- 
agers  in  the  Ketchikan  area  10  Sep — 20  Oct  (KM, 
AWP,  SCH);  most  Westerns  exit  S.E.  cottonwood 
forests  by  the  first  of  Oct. 


A single  Spotted  Towhee  took  up  residence 
at  a Juneau  area  feeder  11  Nov+  (BD,  BA  et  al., 
ph.),  about  the  Region’s  5th  record,  most  of 
which  are  from  the  Juneau  area  in  late  fall.  Sin- 
gle Chipping  Sparrows  at  Gambell  14  & 30  Sep 
(vt.,  TPEL,  DWS)  are  curiously  the  4th  and  5th 
island  records  since  1998.  The  now  usual  few 
Fox  Sparrows  wandered  out  into  the  Bering  Sea, 
recorded  from  a ship  at  sea  some  202  km  nw.  of 
St.  Paul  24  Sep  (ph.  RAM),  from  St.  Paul  I.  27- 


29  Aug  (GB),  and  from  Gambell  1-29  Sep  (vt. 
PEL,  GLA),  2 of  the  3 there  this  year  being  Sooty 
forms.  Two  differeni  Swamp  Sparrows  again 
skulked  around  the  Rubus  thickets  near 
Ketchikan  12  Oct— 25  Nov  (TSCH),  the  loca- 
tion of  the  majority  (10)  of  Alaska’s  records. 
Four  White-throated  Sparrows  at  Ketchikan 
6 Oct+  (TLG,  JFK,  ph  AWP)  were  about 
average  for  the  Region  in  fall;  no  others  were 
reported.  Unusual  at  sea  in  the  Bering  was  an 
imm.  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  202  km  nw. 
of  St.  Paul  24  Sep  (ph.  RAM).  Two  different 
Little  Buntings  hung  around  the  Gambell 
boneyards  10-11  Sep  and  30  Sep — 2 Oct  (vt., 
TPEL,  vt.  RD).  There  are  now  six  Gambell 
fall  records  and  few  others  in  the  Region. 
New  for  the  Region  in  fall,  and  the  first  away 
from  the  w.  Aleutians,  was  a dull-plumaged 
imm.  Reed  Bunting  substantiated  at  Gam- 
bell 28-30  Aug  (ph.,  TGLA;  vt.,  TPEL).  Dis- 
persing McKay’s  Buntings  first  reached  Gam- 
bell 30  Aug,  with  a group  of  7 present  there 
30  Sep— 1 Oct  (vt.  PEL). 

Alaska’s  5th  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was 
photographed  in  a Juneau  yard  5-9  Oct  (ph. 
MM;  SZ,  GW  et  al.),  a first  substantiated  for 
Juneau.  Adding  on  to  recent  finds,  2 imm.- 
pluntaged  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  reached 
into  parts  of  S.E.,  at  Petersburg  28-30  Sep 
(DC,  KC,  vt.  BH)  and  offshore  at  Sitka  8 
Nov+  (KZ,  MLW;  a local  first).  Out  of  the 
blue  was  an  imm.  Orchard  Oriole  that 
popped  up  in  Rubus  thickets  along  the 
Ketchikan  coastal  hwy.  18  Oct  (ph.  SCH), 
Alaska’s  first.  This  icterid  breeds  as  close  to 
the  Region  as  s.-cen.  Saskatchewan,  although 
vagrants  are  known  on  the  Pacific  Coast  as  1 
far  n.  as  Washington.  A Purple  Finch  in  dull 
basic  plumage,  the  only  one  reported  this 
season,  made  it  to  a Ketchikan  feeder  30  Oct 
(TSCH),  from  which  nearly  all  of  the  fall/win- 
ter  reports  of  this  casual  visitor  have  come. 
Similar  to  the  above  casual  visitor,  Ketchikan 
is  home  to  most  of  the  Region’s  few  House 
Sparrows,  observations  of  which  this  season 
included  a female  at  a local  feeder  26  Oct 
(SCH)  and  a pair  down  the  road  at  another 
feeder  29  Oct+  (JFK.  ph.  AWP). 

Contributors  and  observers:  A. B.O.  (N. 
DeWitt  et  al.),  B.  Alger,  J.  B.  Allen,  G.  L. 
Armistead,  R.  Armstrong,  T.  Barber,  A.  M. 
Benson,  G.  Bieber,  D.  Coates,  L.  Cole,  D.  & K.  j 
Cornelius,  J.  Dearborn,  L.  DeCicco,  D.  E 
Delap,  B.  Dinneford,  R.  Dodelson,  R.  M. 
Fowler,  R.  Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  K.  L.  Garrett,  D.  D. 
Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L. 
Goucher,  H.  Griese,  S.  C.  Heinl,  P.  Hunt,  B. 
Hunter,  R.  Knight,  J.  F Koemer,  P.  E.  Lehman, 

J.  Levison,  M.,  1.  R.  & R.  A.  Macintosh,  M. 
McCafferty,  R Meyer,  R.  Meyers,  R.  Neterer,  L.  J. 
Oakley,  A.  Palmer,  A.  W.  Piston,  P.  Pourchot,  B. 
Quaccia,  C.  Roberts,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  J. 
Sauer,  S.  Savage,  R.  L.  Scher,  J.  Schoen,  M.  A. 
Schultz,  W.  Schuster,  M.  Schwan,  M.  Schwitters, 

N.  Senner,  S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  D.  W.  Sonneborn, 

P Suchanck,  A.  Swingley,  M.  E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish, 

R.  Uhl,  G.  Van  Vliet,  M.  L.  Ward,  P C.  Welch,  M. 

A.  Wood,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman. 


North  America's  second  Yellow-browed  Warbler  turned  up  at  Gambell,  Alaska, 
on  30  August  2002,  part  of  an  impressive  assemblage  of  Asian  landbirds  on 
29-30  August  that  also  included  a Dusky  Warbler,  Siberian  Accentor,  and  con- 
tinuing Willow  Warbler  and  Reed  Bunting.  The  only  previous  record  of  Yellow- 
browed  was  also  at  Gambell,  in  late  September  1999.  That  this  species  has 
been  seen  only  these  two  times  in  Alaska  is  possibly  the  result  of  the  limited 
autumn  coverage  of  the  Bering  Sea  islands.  Photograph  by  George  I.  Armistead. 


An  immature  Orchard  Oriole  was  hardly  an  expected  vagrant  to  the  Ketchikan 
coastal  highway  18  October  2002 — a first  for  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Steve  Heinl. 


Two  Little  Buntings  were  found  at  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence  island,  Alaska 
in  autumn  2002;  this  individual  was  present  30  September  through  2 
October.  There  are  now  six  fall  records  for  Gambell,  comprising  just  over 
half  the  records  for  North  America.  Another  bird  was  found  this  season 
on  Southeast  Farallon  Island,  a second  for  California. 
Photograph  from  videotape  by  Paul  E.  Lehman. 
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High-pressure  systems  dominated  the 
Region,  resulting  in  dry  weather  over 
much  of  the  interior.  Weak  cold  fronts 
occurred  in  early  September  and  late  October. 
The  latter  produced  the  coldest  weather,  with 
temperatures  dipping  below  -12°  Celsius  in  the 
south.  A Pacific  storm  track  broke  through  dur- 
ing November,  producing  the  only  really  wet 
and  stormy  period.  Temperatures  remained 
above  normal  throughout  the  Region,  and 
snowfall  was  limited.  The  mild  weather  was  cer- 
tainly responsible  for  the  many  records  of  late 
departures.  Winter  finches  were  notably  scarce. 

Abbreviations:  Q.C.l.  (Queen  Charlotte 
Islands),  R.PB.O  (Rocky  Point  Banding  Obser- 
vatory, Metchosin,  s.  Vancouver  I.),  Whse. 
(Whitehorse,  Yukon). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Six  Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  from  the 
interior.  Most  notable  were  singles  13-27  Oct 
(WW)  on  Nicola  L.  and  9 Nov  at  Head  of  the 
Lake,  Vernon  (DGC).  Yellow-billed  Loons  also 
appeared  in  the  s.  interior  on  Nicola  L.  on  10 
Sep  ( fide  RJC),  while  an  ad.  was  on  Okanagan 
L.,  near  Kelowna  31  Oct— -1  Nov  (BC,  DW)  and 
another  on  Marsh  L.  near  judas  Cr.  7 Nov  (BD, 
CE).  A Clark’s  Grebe  was  a rare  sight  on  Swan 
L.,  Vernon  14  Oct  (CC  et  al.).  American  White 
Pelicans  are  very  rare  in  the  Peace  R.  area;  8 
flew  over  Dawson  Cr.  26  Aug  (fide  MP).  Brown 
Pelicans  occasionally  stray  n.;  one  was  found 
dead  on  Long  Beach  14  Nov  ( fide  AD). 

Casual  along  Johnston  Strait,  an  ad.  Fork- 
tailed Storm-Petrel  was  seen  from  the 
Tsawwassen  Terminal  7 Sep  (MTo  et  al.).  An  ad. 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  was  picked  up  alive  in 
Vancouver  Harbour  8 Oct  (ph.  TP)  and  later 
released.  There  were  several  records  of  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  from  the  Kootenays,  with  a 
high  of  9 at  Castlegar  7 Oct  (MM).  Single  Great 
Blue  Herons  were  at  Swan  L.  18  Aug  (MP)  and 
Dawson  Cr.  22  Aug  (MP),  where  rare.  Cattle 
Egrets  were  scarce,  with  one  at  R.PB.O.  6 Sep 
(DA)  and  2 near  Nelson  3 Oct  (RW).  A record- 
breaking  Sockeye  Salmon  run  probably  helped 
concentrate  40-50  Turkey  Vultures  near  Clear- 
water 3 Sep  (fide  RH),  and  a single  wandered  w. 
to  Tofino  24  Sep  (AD).  There  were  five  reports 
of  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  from  the  inte- 
rior, most  notable  being  1 1 at  Vernon’s  Head  of 
the  Lake  7 Sep  (CS).  From  the  n.  came  many 
late  waterfowl  records:  one  ad.  and  one  imm. 
Tundra  Swan  at  Eaglet  L.,  P.G.  11  Nov  (SK,  LL); 
a female  Gadwall  at  Stellako  R.  24  Nov  (JF  et 
al.);  a female  Blue-winged  Teal  17  Oct  at  Van- 
derhoof  S.T.R  (JF  et  al);  and  2 Northern  Pin- 
tails at  Stellako  R.  24  Nov  (JF  et  al).  Notewor- 
thy waterfowl  observations  at  the  Whse.  S.T.R 
included:  120  Gadwall  17  Sep  (CE);  a male 
Eurasian  Wigeon  4 Sep  (CE);  2000  Northern 
Shovelers  20-22  Aug  (HG);  a female-type  Har- 
lequin Duck  12  Aug  (HG);  a male  Black  Scoter 
6 Aug  (DC,  HG);  600  Buffleheads  19  Sep  (HG); 
and  51  Ruddy  Ducks  16  Sep  (CE).  Surf  Scoters 
were  numerous  in  the  Kootenays,  with  a high 
count  of  37  on  9 Oct  at  Kokanee  Creek  P.P.  (JA). 


Black  Scoters  also  appeared  near  Robson  in  the 
s.  interior,  where  very  rare,  with  3 on  28  Oct 
(EB)  and  2 on  6 Nov  (McM).  A female  King 
Eider  was  n.  of  Skidegate,  Q.C.L  21  Nov  (PH). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

An  unusual  concentration  of  Bald  Eagles — 17 
imms.  and  one  ad. — occurred  at  Burton  16  Nov 
(GSD).  Migrant  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
seen  at  various  hawkwatch  sites,  with  the  most 
notable  being  a record-late  ad.  over  downtown 
Victoria  22  Oct  (DA)  and  Vancouver’s  4th,  an 
ad.,  at  Watershed  Park  1 Oct  (RTo).  A dark- 
morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  very  late  at  Ft.  St. 
James  24  Oct  (RR).  Despite  the  overall  late  and 
lackluster  arrival  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  this 
fall,  an  early  individual  was  over  Black  Mt., 
Kelowna  6 Oct  (DGC).  During  a raptor  migra- 
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tion  watch  in  Pine  Pass,  a total  of  296  Golden 
Eagles  was  tallied  3-8  Oct  (LL,  SK). 

The  Whse.  S.T.P  produced  a record  count  of 
102  American  Coots  12  & 21  Sep  (CE).  Sand- 
hill Cranes’  migration  route  transects  Vancou- 
ver 1.  just  s.  of  Barkley  Sound.  They  are  casual 
to  the  n.,  yet  to  the  s.  they  are  much  more 
numerous;  Carmannah  Light  produced  154  on 
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r ft  As  has  often  been  noted  in  this  column:  "Broad-winged  Hawks  are  rapidly  expanding  their  range  in  the  province." 
3 #1  This  fall  season  strengthened  that  assertion  further.  The  first  confirmed  nesting  for  the  ten.  interior  came  from 
Tabor  Mt.  near  P.G.,  where  a pair  was  accompanied  by  a single  fledged  young  20  Aug  (LL,  t$K).The  nest  was  located  in  a 
White  Spruce  tree  rather  than  the  more  usual  choice  of  a deciduous  tree.  Another  potential  nest  site  was  discovered  near 
Golden,  where  ads.  were  repeatedly  seen  and  calls  of  young  were  reportedly  heard  (f  EZ). 


18  Sep  and  96  on  21  Sep  (all  JE),  both  good 
counts.  Highlights  of  the  shorebird  migration 
from  the  Whse.  S.T.P  included:  28  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  5 Aug  (HG);  a single  Black  Turn- 
stone 11-13  Aug  (HG);  18  Stilt  Sandpipers  14 
Aug  (HG);  2 Red  Phalaropes  22  Aug  and  a sin- 
gle 31  Aug  (HG);  single  ad.  Sanderlings  22  & 
27  Aug  (HG,  CE);  2 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  9 
Sep  (HG)  and  a single  12  Sep  (CE);  and  a juv. 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  19  Sep  (HG).  The  s. 
interior  at  Salmon  Arm  had  a good  show  of 
plovers  with  a juv.  Black-bellied  Plover  6-18 
Oct,  a juv.  American  Golden-Plover  8-14  Sep, 
plus  2 juvs.  6-14  Oct,  joined  by  a 3rd  on  the 
14th  (ail  DGC).  Exceptionally  late  was  an 
American  Golden-Plover  at  Union  Bay,  e.  Van- 
couver I.  27-30  Nov  (tGLM),  while  Vancou- 
ver’s latest  record  was  smashed  by  nearly  a 
month  with  one  16  Nov  at  Boundary  Bay  (RTo, 
MM).  An  albino  Semipalmated  Plover  was  at 
Tofino  21-26  Aug  (AD).  Killdeer  totalled  940  at 
Salmon  Arm  14  Sep  (DGC),  the  highest  tally 
ever  recorded  in  the  interior. 

American  Avocets  lingered  in  the  s.  interior: 
a juv.  at  Robert  L.  2 Sep  (LR)  furnished  the  lat- 
est record  for  the  Okanagan,  while  a single  at 
Burton  22  Sep  (GSD)  and  one  at  Cranbrook  24 
Oct  (RH)  provided  the  first  fall  records  for  the 
Kootenays.  A Greater  Yellowlegs  was  late  at 
Williams  L.  15  Nov  (PR).  A record  count  of 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  for  the  s.  interior  was  of  232 
at  Salmon  Arm  1 Sep  (DGC).  A very  late 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  near  Vanderhoof  17  Oct 
(JF  et  al).  A Whimbrel  furnished  Salmon 
Arm’s  first  record  1 Sep  (DGC).  An  ad.  Bar- 
tailed Godwit  was  at  Columbia  Beach  on  the  e. 
coast  of  Vancouver  I.  5-6  Aug  (GLM  et  al.),  an 
ad.  male  showing  characteristics  of  the  lappon- 
ica  race  was  at  Boundary  Bay  2 Sep  (MT,  PC, 
m.  ob.),  and  a juv.  was  there  16  Sep  (RTo).  A 
Marbled  Godwit  was  very  late  14-16  Oct  near 
Tofino  (AD).  A juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
was  a first  for  the  P.G.  area  1-3  Oct  (fTH  et 
al.).  Fifteen  Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Shelley  S.T.P. 
near  P.G.  19  Aug  (CA)  was  a good  count. 
Dunlin  also  had  a good  showing,  the  latest 
being  2 near  Fraser  L.  24  Nov  (CA  et  al). 
Very  rare  in  the  s.  interior,  a molting  juv.  Red 
Phalarope  was  in  Salmon  Arm  14  Oct  (DGC  et 
al.);  other  juvs.  were  at  Reifel  12-14  Sep  (TP 
et  al.)  and  Boundary  Bay  27-29  Sep.  Follow- 
ing weeks  of  severe  weather,  a wreck  of  Red 
Phalaropes  developed  along  the  outer  coast  of 
Vancouver  1.,  where  several  birds  were  seen 
from  shore  or  found  washed  up  on  beaches 
10-19  Nov  (AD). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Jaegers  are  seen  almost  annually  over  the  larger 
lakes  of  the  interior.  A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger 


was  at  Nulki  L.  in  the  cen.  interior  7 Sep  (NK, 
CA);  and  a subad.  intermediate-morph  Para- 
sitic Jaeger  along  the  Kelowna  waterfront  10- 
19  Oct  (CC,  m.  oh.).  A juv.  Little  Gull  was  seen 
from  R.PB.O.  28  Sep  (RTo).  Twelve  ad.  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  were  very  late  at  Creston  24  Nov 
(LVD).  Franklin’s  Gulls  appeared  in  above- 
average  numbers  in  the  interior:  one  imm.  was 
on  Nicola  L.  7 Sep — 4 Nov  (WW);  Salmon 
Arm  had  5 on  1-2  Sep  and  2 remaining  to  18 
Oct  (DGC);  a juv.  was  early  at  Williams  L.  3 
Aug  (PR  et  al);  an  imm.  was  in  Kelowna  8-16 
Aug  (BL  et  al);  and  the  last  to  leave  the  Daw- 
son Cr.  area  was  18  Sep  (MP).  A few  Franklin’s 
Gulls  wandered  to  the  coast,  with  singles  at 
R.P.B.O  8 Sep  (DA)  and  12  Oct  (JJ).  A Slaty- 
backed  Gull  was  in  Chilliwack  3 Nov  (RTo).  A 
juv.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  on  Eaglet  L., 
EG.  13  Oct  (CA)  and  confirmed  15  Oct  (ph., 
TLL),  for  a first  local  record.  Sabine’s  Gulls 
appeared  in  the  s.  interior,  with  singles  at  Bur- 
ton 2 Sep  (GSD),  Douglas  L.  7 Sep  (WW),  and 
Salmon  Arm  8 Sep  (CC  et  al.).  Four  ads.  were 
with  a flock  of  60  Common  Terns  on  Douglas 
L.  8 Sep  (WW). 

There  are  few  modern  records  of  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo,  but  one  imm.  managed  to  sur- 
vive the  cold  at  Waldie  I.,  Castlegar  18  Oct — 1 
Nov  (ph.,  tJA,  m.  ob.).  A new  banding  project 
at  R.P.B.O.  to  assess  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
migration  netted  a staggering  210  mid-Sep — ■ 
late  Oct  ( fide  DA).  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
birds can  only  reliably  be  seen  in  the  Peace  R. 
area,  where  they  have  become  scarce;  a female 
was  at  Dawson  Cr.  16  Aug  (MP).  A female-type 
Rufous  Hummingbird,  rare  in  the  Yukon,  was 
reported  from  Whse .— Valleyview  9 Aug  (SB). 
A nearly  completely  white  male  Downy  Wood- 
pecker frequented  a Haines  Junction  feeder 
through  the  fall  (SR,  WR).  Following  last  fall’s 
White-headed  Woodpecker  bonanza,  a female 
was  present  along  Camp  McKinney  Rd.,  Oliver 
28  Aug  (GN). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Willow  Flycatcher  that  was  recaptured  at 
Vaseux  L.  10  Aug  (GD),  originally  banded  as 
an  ad.  3 Aug  1995,  is  now  the  oldest  Willow 
Flycatcher  on  record  at  about  8 years  and  2 
months  old!  A Tropical  Kingbird  was  in 
Ucluelet  7-15  Oct  (BS1),  where  it  was  often 
seen  hawking  insects  from  a child’s  swingset.  A 
late  Homed  Lark  was  seen  at  km  298  on  the 
Alaska  Hwy.,  150  km  s.  of  Fort  Nelson  24  Nov 
(HG).  Three  Bank  Swallows  on  L.  Laberge  4 
Oct  (CE)  set  a record  late  date  for  the  territory. 
The  Region’s  4th  record  of  Western  Scrub-Jay 
was  a single  bird  in  Agassiz  5 Oct  (fide JO,  ph.). 
Cedar  Waxwings  are  rare  in  the  Yukon,  but  an 
apparent  family-group  of  6 (1  ad.,  5 juvs.)  in 


Whse.  8-10  Oct  combined  with  a 1 Jul  sighting 
(CE)  suggests  local  breeding. 

A Tennessee  Warbler,  casual  along  the  coast, 
was  at  Long  Beach,  Tofino  6 Sep  (tAD); 
another  was  found  in  the  s.  interior  at  Salmon 
Arm  8 Sep  (CC  et  al),  a first  local  record.  The 
Region’s  2nd  and  3rd  records  of  Prothonotary 
Warbler  were  both  males:  at  Tofino  9-10  Oct 
(AA,  ph.  AD  et  al.)  and  at  Reifel  5-7  Oct  (MM, 
RTo,  ph.  STo).  The  Region’s  3rd  record  of 
Northern  Parula  was  an  ad.  female  netted  at 
R.P.B.O.  23  Aug  (ph.  DW,  MPo,  DA).  A Palm 
Warbler  was  at  Shelley  S.T.P.  1 Oct  (JF)  for  the 
3rd  EG.  record,  another  at  R.P.B.O.  28  Sep 
(DA).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  netted  at  Vaseux  L. 
furnished  the  3rd  Okanagan  record  27  Aug 
(GD).  A late  Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  Williams 
L.  2 Nov  (KA).  An  ad.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
banded  6 Aug  at  R.PB.O.  (DW  et  al.,  ph.  LS) 
furnished  a 6th  record  for  the  province.  It  was 
again  relocated  nearby  16-18  Aug  (AN,  DG, 
DA).  A Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Reifel  9-13  Sep 
(BSu,  in.  ob.)  furnished  the  7th  record  for  the 
province. 

A female  Bobolink,  accidental  along  the 
coast,  was  at  Carmannah  Light  House  1 Oct 
(ph.  JE).  Kelowna’s  Great-tailed  Crackle  pres- 
ent since  May  2000,  returned  to  Kelowna  22 
Nov  to  end  of  period  (RyT  et  al).  It  was  limp- 
ing last  winter  and  now  it  has  lost  all  of  the  toes 
on  its  right  foot  yet  manages  to  remain  healthy. 
A first-year  male  Baltimore  Oriole,  well  away 
from  its  summer  haunts  in  the  Peace  R.  area, 
visited  a feeder  in  Port  Alberni  27  Nov  & 7 Dec 
(SA;  vt.,  tGLM).  Winter  finches  were  noted  to 
be  absent  or  in  very  low  numbers  by  all  report- 
ing regions. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Arti  Ahier,  David  Allinson,  Sally 
Anderson,  Kris  Andrews,  Cathy  Antoniazzi, 
Janice  Arndt,  Susan  Barth,  Ed  Beynon,  jack 
Bowling  (Prince  George,  weather  sum- 
mary), Peter  Candido,  Richard  j.  Cannings 
(S.  Okanagan),  Dannie  Carsen,  Chris 
Charlesworth  (Kelowna),  Bill  Cutfield, 
Gabe  David,  Gary  S.  Davidson  (Kootenays), 
Boris  Dobrowolsky,  Adrian  Dorst  (Tofino- 
Ucluelet),  Cameron  Eckert  (Yukon),  Jerry 
Etzkorn,  Jamie  Fenneman,  Helmut  Griin- 
berg  (Yukon),  Denise  Gubersky,  Peter 
Hamel  (Q.C.l),  Todd  Heakes,  Randy  Hop- 
kins, Rick  Howie,  John  Ireland,  Jukka  Jan- 
tunen,  Sandra  Kinsey,  Nancy  Krueger,  Barry 
Lancaster,  Laird  Law,  Derrick  Marven,  Mike 
McMann,  Guy  L.  Monty  (cen.  Vancouver 
I.),  Gwen  Nicols,  Ann  Nightingale,  Mark 
Phinney  (Peace  River),  Jason  Osterhold, 
Tom  Plath,  Michael  Porter,  Andy  Raniseth 
Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Randy  Rawluk, 
Sharyn  & Wolf  Riedl,  Lesley  Robertson, 
Laurie  Savard,  Chris  Siddle,  Brian  Slater, 
Gail  Spitler,  Bob  Sundstrom,  Mike  Tabak, 
Mike  Toochin,  Rick  Toochin  (Vancouver), 
Sharon  Toochin,  Linda  Van  Damme,  Wayne 
Weber,  Rita  Wege,  Don  Wilson,  David 
Woodward,  Ellen  Zimmerman.  © 
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The  Region  had  another  truly  excep- 
tional fall,  with  24  species  deserving 
boldface  including  three  potential  first 
state  records  (one  of  which  was  a first 
Regional  record).  Warblers  and  seabirds  were 
particularly  well  represented,  and  one  won- 
ders about  El  Nino  effects  on  the  latter  group. 
There  were,  however,  a number  of  fascinating 
stories  beyond  mega-rarities.  Many  rare  and 
uncommon  shorebirds  showed  up  in  excep- 
tional numbers,  particularly  in  eastern  Wash- 
ington, causing  several  single-day  and  sea- 
sonal high-count  records  to  fall.  Sea  ducks 
staged  an  unprecedented  invasion  into  the 
eastside.  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  Black 
Phoebes,  and  Western  Scrub-Jays  continued 
to  expand  their  ranges  rapidly  (note  the  lack 
of  northern  species  expanding  their  ranges). 

The  fall  was  cool  and  exceptionally  dry, 
with  less  than  50%  normal  rainfall  during 
each  month  essentially  throughout  the 
Region.  Temperatures  were  below  norma!  for 
almost  all  areas  through  most  of  the  fall,  but 
October  was  the  coldest,  with  much  of  the 
Region  averaging  3-8°  F below  average.  The 
effect  this  had  on  birdlife  was  not  apparent. 

Abbreviations:  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reservoir, 
Lane , OR);  Malheur  (Malheur  N.W.R.,  Har- 
ney, OR);  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos, 
OR);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor,  WA); 
Ridgefield  (Ridgefield  N.W.R.,  Clark,  WA); 
W.W.R.D.  (Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla, 
WA);  Y.R.D.  (Yakima  R.  delta,  Benton,  WA). 
“Eastside”  and  “westside”  denote  areas  east 
and  west  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANE 

A Red-throated  Loon,  very  rare  for  the  east- 
side,  was  at  Wells  Dam  17  Oct  (DB).  Peak 
counts  such  as  the  3000  Red-throated  and 
18,000  Pacific  Loons  at  Boiler  Bay  25  Nov 
have  been  fairly  typical  since  regular  surveil- 
lance began  there  a few  years  ago  (PP).  Two 
Pacifies  at  L.  Roosevelt  4 Sep  were  about  a 
month  early  for  the  eastside  (BT).  Nine  Yel- 
low-billed Loons  4 Oct+  was  distinctly  above 
normal;  additionally,  one  of  these  was  at 
Woodland,  Cowlitz  15  Nov,  providing  only 
the  4th  w.  Washington  freshwater  record 
(tBT),  while  e.  Washington’s  6th  was  at 
Wanapum  Dam  24  Nov+  (tSDs).  Ten  Clarks 
Grebes  remained  at  FR.R.,  their  sole  westside 
breeding  locale,  until  11  Sep  (DI),  while  3 at 
Penn  Cove,  Island  28  Sep  provided  w.  Wash- 
ington with  one  of  its  few  records  of  multiple 
birds  (vt.  SM).  Only  4 other  Clark’s  Grebes 
were  reported  from  the  westside,  18  Sep  on,  a 
subpar  fall. 

A total  of  15  pelagic  trips  reported,  provid- 
ing excellent  fall  coverage  particularly  in  Oct, 
with  five  trips.  Black-footed  Albatross  aver- 
aged almost  150  per  trip,  indicating  excellent 
numbers.  Only  2 Laysan  Albatross  were 
found  this  fall,  the  lowest  total  since  1997: 
one  off  Westport  7 Sep  (BT)  and  one  off  New- 


port 26  Oct  (GG).  Northern  Fulmars  were 
reported  in  well-above-average  numbers  from 
shore,  and  one  found  its  way  to  L.  Union, 
Seattle  4-5  Nov  (K.  Li),  providing  an 
extremely  rare  record  for  the  inner  Puget 
Sound  area.  Pink-footed  Shearwater  numbers 
were  phenomenal,  averaging  over  600  per 
trip,  with  a peak  count  of  1757  off  Westport 
3 Aug  (BLB).  This  fall’s  27  Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters  was  unremarkable,  but  the  peak 
of  7 off  Newport  26  Oct  was  a new  Oregon 
high  count.  Buller’s  Shearwater  numbers  were 
low,  with  a peak  count  of  127  off  Westport  21 
Sep  (BT).  Sooty  Shearwater  numbers  were 
good  in  Aug,  at  5100  per  trip,  but  dropped 
rapidly  to  average  90  per  trip  in  Oct.  Short- 
tailed Shearwaters  were  found  on  only  one 
trip,  86  off  Westport  on  21  Sep  (BT).  A 
Greater  Shearwater  off  Westport  24  Aug 
(photo  by  C.  Artuso,  tBLB)  was  Washington’s 
first  and  only  the  5th  for  the  ne.  Pacific. 
Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrel  counts  were  gener- 
ally low,  averaging  about  15  per  trip,  except 
for  a peak  count  of  427  off  Westport  21  Sep 
(BT),  which  likely  consisted  largely  of 
migrants  from  farther  north.  A total  of  13 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  represented  an  average 
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A GLOBEC  cruise  off  the  Oregon  coast  found  2 Dark-rumped  Petrels  and  2 likely  Cook's  Petrels.  Single  Dark- 
rumpeds  were  ca.  83  km  w.  of  Port  Orford,  Curry  8 Aug  and  ca.  83  km  w.  of  Florence,  Lane  10  Aug  (tD.  Ainley,T. 
Ryan,  C.  Alexander,  C.Tynan).The  2 Cookilaria  were  together  ca.  1 40  km  w.  of  Florence  1 Aug  (tD.  Ainley,  C.  Alexander);  all 
other  species  were  eliminated  except  De  Filippi's  Petrel  (P.defilippiana). There  are  two  previous  Dark-rumped  records  that 
fall  within  the  purview  of  this  Region,  both  outside  the  official  368-km  (200-nautical-mile)  limit:  423  km  off  Pt.  St. 
George  10  Sep  2001  and  497  km  off  Cape  Arago,  Coos  19  Oct  1986.The  approximately  13  California  records  span  late  Apr 
to  late  Aug.The  only  previous  Regional  record  for  Cook's  Petrel  was  of  a dead  bird  found  at  Grayland,WA  on  15  Dec  1995. 
Peak  occurrence  in  California  is  May  through  October.  Do  these  sightings  merely  represent  better  coverage,  or  do  they 
indicate  the  influence  of  oceanic  events? 


fall.  A Manx  Shearwater  was  off  Tierra  del 
Mar,  Tillamook  7 Sep  (tWG)  and  at  Boiler 
Bay  18  Nov  (PP),  and  single  Manx/Black- 
vented  Shearwaters  were  reported  from 
Boiler  Bay  13  Aug,  6 Sep,  11  Oct,  and  9 Nov 
(PP).  A Black-vented  Shearwater  reported  off 
Clatsop  Spit  17  Nov  will  await  O.B.R.C. 
review  (tMP,  ITT). 

Almost  totally  unexpected  was  the  subad. 
Blue-footed  Booby  near  Newport  7-9  Sep 
(ph.  GLA,  ph.  AJ,  m.  ob.).  The  only  previous 
Regional  record  came  from  Everett  23  Sep 
1935.  Most  California  records  fall  between 
late  Jul  and  late  Oct.  Almost  ho-hum  by  com- 
parison was  the  Region’s  4th  Brown  Booby, 
an  ad.  female,  off  Westport  5 Oct  (S.  Mills, 
ph..  BT,  tBLB);  the  Regions  first  was  as  recent 
as  1997,  three  of  the  four  have  been  recorded 
during  Oct,  and  one  was  earlier  this  year. 
Thirty-three  American  White  Pelicans  at 
Sauvie  I.  during  mid-Sep  provided  an  excel- 
lent count  for  the  westside  (HN),  while  up  to 
10  at  Coos  Bay  4 Aug — 2 Sep  (TR)  and  3 at 
Astoria  8 Nov  (D.  Haller)  were  on  the  outer 
coast,  where  not  annual.  Tallies  of  2000 
Brown  Pelicans  and  3500  Brandt’s  Cor- 
morants flying  past  S.  Beach,  Lincoln  13  Oct 
were  among  the  Region’s  highest  ever  (WH). 
Lingering  late  again  this  year,  600+  Brown 
Pelicans  headed  s.  past  Boiler  Bay  22  Nov 
(PP).  No  Cattle  Egrets  were  reported  for  the 
first  time  in  more  than  20  years.  An  ad. 
White-faced  Ibis  at  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  9 
Sep  furnished  only  the  6th  fallAvinter  record 
from  Washington  (vt.  SM).  Singles  at  ER.R.  1- 
9 Aug  (P.  Sherrell,  J.  Sullivan)  and 
Brownsville,  Linn  12  Aug  (J.  Fleischer)  were 
equally  unusual  for  w.  Oregon. 

Single  migrant  Emperor  Geese  were  at 
Sauvie  1.  14-15  Oct  (I.  Tomlinson)  and 
McMinnville,  Yamhill  30  Nov  (C.  Karlen). 
“Stumpy,”  the  Port  Angeles  Emperor  Goose, 
which  was  first  found  on  5 Jan  1999,  survived 
at  least  through  12  Oct  (SM,  DD).  An  ad.  and 
imm.  Blue  Goose  were  near  Stanwood,  Sno- 
homish 3 Nov+  (vt.  SM,  DD),  and  an  ad.  was 
at  Fir  1.,  Skagit  24  Nov+  (vt.  SM,  S.  Pink); 
there  are  fewer  than  20  records  for  Washing- 
ton, but  almost  half  have  been  since  1990.  A 
flock  of  150  Snow  Geese  migrating  s.  over 
Malheur  23  Aug  was  more  than  a month  early 
(DE),  and  3 at  ER.R.  during  early  Aug  were 
earlier  yet  (TM).  Representing  an  above-aver- 


age fall,  this  season’s  errant  Ross’s  Geese 
included  5 in  Walla  Walla  23  Nov  (MD, 
MLD),  plus  singles  at  Junction  City,  Lane  12 
Nov  (JS)  and  near  Port  Orford,  Curry  25  Nov 
(TJW).  A Black  Brant,  extremely  rare  in  e. 
Washington,  was  at  Wenatchee  8 Oct+  (tDB). 
Five  others  were  in  the  Willamette  Valley 
from  ER.R.  northward  1 Nov+;  interior  west- 
side  Brant  seem  to  be  increasingly  regular. 
Five  Eurasian  Wigeon  were  found  on  the 
eastside  from  9 Oct+.  Common  Teal  are  rarely 
reported  before  Dec  because  males  need  to  be 
in  “breeding”  plumage  for  identification.  This 
year,  however,  nice  males  were  at  Edmonds, 
Snohomish  9 Nov  (DD),  near  Sequim  10  Nov 
(E.  Kridler),  and  at  Fernhill  Wetlands,  Wash- 
ington 21  Nov  (P.  Tilley,  GG,  HN).  A hybrid 
Common  x Green-winged  Teal  was  at  Crock- 
ett L.,  Island  24  Nov  (SM,  S.  Pink).  A tally  of 
125  Blue-winged  Teal  at  FR.R.  2 Aug  was 
likely  a Regional  record  high  count  for  fall  (S. 
McDonald).  Last  winter’s  Common  Golden- 
eye x Bufflehead  hybrid  was  again  at 
Wenatchee  20  Nov+  (B.  St.  George,  DB).  A 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  very  rare  on  the  s.  Ore- 
gon coast,  was  near  Empire,  Coos  26  Nov 
(TR). 

Very  late  for  e.  Washington  were  Ospreys 
at  Sun  Lakes,  Grant  22  Nov  (B.  Shelmerdine) 
and  Richland  24  Nov  (BL,  NL).  White-tailed 
Kite  3,  seemingly  still  on  the  increase,  were 
widespread  throughout  the  westside  n.  to 
Thurston , with  a maximum  of  21  at  ER.R.  26 
Nov  (D.  Johnson).  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
continued  to  spread  rapidly  within  the 
Region.  Ten  years  ago,  there  were  only  two 
Washington  records  and  but  a handful  from 
e.  Oregon.  This  fall,  there  were  at  least  9 in 
Washington  from  mid-Sep  onward  and  about 
1 1 in  se.  and  e.-cen.  Oregon  7 Aug — 8 Nov.  In 
Washington,  birds  away  from  their  usual 
haunts  in  the  sw.  included  singles  at  Skagit 
W.M.A.  25  Sep  (tTA)  and  24  Nov+  (tM.  Don- 


ahue, A.  Knue)  and  2 at  Conboy  L.,  Klickitat 
5 Sep  (tJE).  HawkWatch  International 
observers  at  Chelan  Ridge,  WA  found  7 
Broad-winged  Hawks,  including  one  late  bird 
on  25  Sep.  In  Oregon,  at  Bonney  Butte,  they 
had  just  one,  but  that  bird  was  also  late — 23 
Sep  (D.  Helzer).  Two  single  Ferruginous 
Hawks  e.  of  Brookings  26  & 28  Oct  (DM), 
plus  one  at  Agate  L.,  Jackson  through  Nov  (J. 
Livaudais),  provided  very  rare  westside 
records.  Three  Gyrfalcons  were  a bit  below 
average:  near  Baskett  Slough,  Polk  24-30  Nov 
(J.  Jebousek,  KS),  at  Fernhill  Wetlands,  Wash- 
ington 3 Nov  (D.  Manaer,  GG),  and  at  War- 
renton,  Clatsop  28  Nov  (MP).  Twelve  west- 
side  Prairie  Falcons,  all  in  Oregon,  was  well 
above  the  norm.  A group  of  310  Wild  Turkeys 
along  Upper  Dry  Creek,  Umatilla  30  Nov 
must  be  a Regional  record  (MD,  MLD);  given 
such  numbers,  one  must  be  concerned  about 
the  effect  this  introduced  species  has  on 
native  mast-eating  birds,  particularly  Ruffed 
Grouse.  A Sandhill  Crane  at  Sauvie  I.  4 Aug 
was  a month  early  (D.  Bailey). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALGDS 

Rare  on  the  eastside,  single  American 
Golden-Plovers  were  at  Y.R.D.  8 Sep  (BL,  NL, 
DR,  C.  Simonsen)  and  at  Lind  Coulee,  Grant 
12  Nov  (ph..  S.  Ray);  the  latter  was  the  latest 
ever  for  e.  Washington  by  two  or  more  weeks. 
Also  intriguing  was  an  unidentified  golden- 
plover  near  2400  m in  Horseshoe  Basin, 
Okanogan  13  Sep  (RH);  this  is  probably  the 
Region’s  first  alpine  golden-plover  record.  On 
the  westside,  the  peak  golden-plover  tally 
was  39,  including  22  Pacifies  and  17  uniden- 
tified, at  O.S.  28  Sep  (S.  MacKay);  otherwise, 
westside  golden-plover  reports  included 
approximately  34  Pacifies,  17  Americans,  and 
only  6 unidentified,  a subpar  count  in  each 
category.  Observers  familiar  with  Common 
Ringed  Plover  heard  this  species’  call  uttered 
by  a bird  on  Leadbetter  Pt.  24  Nov  (J.  Starfire, 
T.  McKee);  unfortunately,  the  bird  did  not 
cooperate,  and  no  other  points  of  separation 
from  Semipalmated  Plover  were  noted.  A 
breeding  Black-necked  Stilt  remained  at  Bas- 
kett Slough,  Polk  to  27  Aug  (KS),  while  5 lin- 
gered at  FR.R.  to  4 Aug  (NS,  DF).  Rare  west- 
side  American  Avocet  sightings  included  3 at 
Agate  L.,  Jackson  2 Sep  (N.  Barrett),  2 at 
Tulalip  Bay,  Snohomish  6 Sep  (M.  Reed),  and 
one  near  Stanwood,  Snohomish  14  Sep  (GA). 

A flock  of  220  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Soap  L., 


Sea  ducks  invaded  eastside  waterways,  particularly  in  Washington.  Surf  Scoter  was  clearly  the  main  participant, 
with  approximately  276  reported,  over  10  times  the  recent  norm.  Most  were  found  8-23  Oct,  and  peak  tallies  were 
55  at  the  Coulee  lakes,  Grant  14  Oct  (DSc)  and  48  at  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  9 Oct  (BF).  White-winged  Scoters  and  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  found  in  about  twice  their  usual  numbers  with  33  of  the  former  and  1 6 of  the  latter.  Most  White-wingeds  were 
found  12  Oct — 2 Nov,  with  a maximum  of  13  at  Rock  L.,  Whitman  14  Oct  (C.  Swift).  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  mostly  seen 
from  2-24  Nov,  with  high  counts  of  5 at  Wanapum  Dam  24  Nov  (SDs)  and  4 at  Soap  L.,  Grant  1 1 Oct  (DSc).  Notably,  Surf 
Scoter  numbers  along  the  coast  also  seemed  robust  with  a maximum  of  1 5,000  at  South  Beach,  Lincoln  1 3 Oct  ( WH). 
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Grant  30  Aug  easily  exceeded  the  previous 
Washington  maximum  (SM).  This  fall’s  80 
Solitary  Sandpipers  eclipsed  last  fall’s  record 
total  of  73.  Seventy  were  on  the  eastside,  and 
almost  all  were  during  Aug,  with  a peak 
count  of  12  at  McNary  N.W.R.,  Walla  Walla 
17  Aug  (MD,  MLD).  A Long-billed  Curlew  at 
Columbia  N.W.R.,  Adams  7 Nov  was  more 
than  two  months  late  for  e.  Washington  (BF). 
A Hudsonian  Godwit  at  Bandon,  Coos  8 Sep 
added  to  about  15  previous  Oregon  records 
(AJ).  Bar- tailed  Godwits  again  had  a strong 
showing  in  Washington,  with  2 at  O.S.  29 
Aug  (ph. . RS,  PtS)  and  singles  at  Blaine, 
Whatcom  28  Aug  (tj.  Duemmel),  Westport 
19  Oct  (vt.  SM),  and  at  Tokeland,  Pacific  18- 
26  Aug  (ph..  RS,  PtS)  and  6-13  Oct  (vt.  SM); 
this  brings  the  southbound  total  to  approxi- 
mately 8 birds.  Consider  that  the  first  Wash- 
ington record  was  in  1973  and  that  there  were 
only  19  records  for  the  entire  1990s.  Single 
Marbled  Godwits,  not  quite  annual  in  e. 
Washington,  were  at  Y.R.D.  27  Aug  (BW,  BL, 
NL,  RF),  W.W.R.D.  24  Aug  (MD,  MLD), 
McNary  N.W.R.  2-7  Sep  (TA),  and  Cassimer 
Bar,  Okanogan  21  Sep  (M.  Spencer);  the  latter 
record  was  apparently  the  latest  ever. 

Very  rare  for  the  eastside  were  single 
Ruddy  Turnstones  near  Monse,  Okanogan  6 
Aug  (HO)  and  at  Gutierrez  Ranch,  Crook  16 
Aug  (CG).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  had  an 
average  showing,  with  41  on  the  eastside  and 
16  on  the  westside  through  1 5 Sep.  The  max- 
imum was  15  near  Corfu,  Grant  20  Aug 
(CW).  A concentration  of  210  Bairds  Sand- 
pipers at  St.  Andrews,  Douglas  30  Aug  (SM) 
far  exceeded  Washington’s  previous  maxi- 
mum of  150.  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Soap  L. 
15  Nov  was  two  days  shy  of  e.  Washington’s 
record-late  date  (BF).  The  Region  had  26+ 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  20  Sep — 29  Oct,  the 
best  total  in  more  than  ten  years  and  quadru- 
ple the  recent  average  of  about  six  per  fall.  Six 
of  these  were  from  the  eastside,  which  had 
only  15  previous  records:  3 at  Othello  3-13 
Oct  (TA,  BF,  ph.  RH)  and  up  to  3 at  Lind 
Coulee,  Grant  4-6  Oct  (tDSc).  The  maximum 
of  11  near  Stanwood,  Snohomish  14  Oct  (GA, 
K.  & J.  Wiggers)  eclipsed  the  previous  top 
Washington  count  of  6 at  Leadbetter  Pt.  dur- 
ing Oct  1978.  A Regional  total  of  33  Stilt 
Sandpipers,  mostly  20  Aug — 10  Sep,  was 
unremarkable;  several,  however,  were  quite 
late,  including  one  at  O.S.  1 2 Oct  (K.  Brown) 
and  one  at  Vancouver,  Clark  20  Oct  (WC). 
Eighteen  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  more  than 
trebled  recent  norms.  Twelve  were  scattered 
in  singles  and  pairs  along  the  Oregon  coast  23 
Aug — 29  Sep;  in  Washington,  all  sightings 
were  from  the  Puget  Trough,  where  very  rare, 
including  one  at  Samish  Flats  4-6  Sep  (A. 
Roedell,  G.  Bletsch),  4 on  Fir  I.,  Skagit  7 Sep 
(tMB),  and  another  there  15  Sep  (DD,  vt. 
SM).  The  Region  averages  about  4 Ruffs  per 
fall,  mostly  from  late  Aug  to  late  Sep.  This 


While  guiding  a birding  tour  of  the  state,  Alvaro 
Jaramillo  and  George  Armistead  found  this 
subadult  Blue-footed  Booby,  Oregon's  first,  at 
Yaquina  Head  on  7 to  9 (here)  September  2002. 
Photograph  by  Ruth  Sullivan. 


were  scarce  on 


year,  there  were  8 in  Oregon  and  2 in  Wash- 
ington during  this  time  frame.  Additionally,  a 
number  of  late  Ruffs  were  found  including 
singles  at  Bandon  9-15  Oct  (DL,  KC),  FR.R. 
27  Sep — 1 Nov  (]S),  Foulweather  Bluff,  Kit- 
sap 19  Oct  (tBN),  and 
Elma,  Grays  Harbor  17 
Nov  (ph.  RS,  PtS),  plus 
2 at  Junction  City,  Lane 
16  Nov  remaining  near 
Eugene  into  Dec 
(tDDW).  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  appeared 
on  the  eastside  in 
unprecedented  num- 
bers, with  20  in  e. 

Washington  and  3 in  e. 

Oregon,  including  a 
maximum  of  5 at  Lind 
Coulee  9 Sep  (SM)  and 
2 rather  late  birds  at 
Othello  4 Oct  (BF);  e. 

Washington  has 
recently  averaged  only 
6 per  year.  Once  again, 

Red-necked  Phalaropes 
pelagic  trips,  with  only  247  tallied.  Eastside 
Red  Phalaropes  are  not  annual,  so  singles  at 
Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  22  Sep  (MD,  MLD) 
and  Soap  L.  12  Oct  (tMB)  were  noteworthy. 
Late  fall  storms  also  forced  a number  of  Red 
Phalaropes  close  to  shore,  with  a maximum 
of  2000  at  Boiler  Bay  9 Nov  (PP);  the  same 
weather  drove  10  into  w.  Oregon’s  interior, 
where  very  rare,  14-16  Nov.  The  seasonal 
pelagic  trip  total  was  281. 

Excellent  numbers  of  Pomarine  Jaegers 
were  reported  from  pelagic  trips,  326  total, 
with  a peak  of  103  off  Westport  on  5 Sep 
(BLB).  Long-tailed  Jaeger  numbers,  however, 
were  mediocre,  with  63  total.  South  Polar 
Skua  numbers  were  up,  following  a surpris- 
ing number  of  summer  reports,  with  40  off 
Washington  and  13  off  Oregon.  Interesting 
jaegers  away  from  pelagic  trips  included  e. 
Washington’s  2nd  Pomarine  Jaeger  at 
Wenatchee  6 Sep  (tDB)  and  single  Parasitics 
there  30  Sep  and  18-19  Oct  (DB);  Parasitics 
are  very  rare  in  e.  Washington,  occurring 
mostly  during  mid-  and  late  Sep.  A Parasitic 
at  O.S.  21  Nov  was  about  three  weeks  late 
(TA). 

Thirty-one  Franklin’s  Gulls  away  from 
their  se.  Oregon  haunts  represented  the  best 
fall  since  1998;  there  were  15  in  w.  Washing- 
ton, 11  in  e.  Washington,  and  5 in  w.  Oregon. 
The  top  count  was  7 at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla 
22  Sep  (MD,  MLD).  Eastern  Washington's 
2nd  Little  Gull  was  at  Wenatchee  16  Aug 
(tDB).  A Mew  Gull  at  Wenatchee  17  Aug  was 
exceptionally  early  for  e.  Washington  (DB), 
as  was  one  at  Malheur  7 Sep  for  e.  Oregon 
(DE).  A tally  of  10,000+  California  Gulls  off 
Tatoosh  I.,  Clallam  14  Sep  was  among  the 
Region’s  highest  ever  (BB).  Similarly,  770 


Thayers  Gulls  at  Ediz  Hook,  Clallam  12  Oct 
(SM,  DD)  furnished  the  Region’s  2nd  highest 
count  ever,  after  the  1950  seen  there  6 Nov 
1999.  A nicely  described  ad.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  Port  Angeles  4 Sep  provided 

Washingtons  3rd  and  w. 

Washington’s  first  record 
(TBN).  Three  Glaucous 
Gulls,  from  10  Nov  on,  was 
typical  of  recent  years.  A 
tally  of  4000+  Sabine’s  Gulls 
off  Tatoosh  I.  14  Sep  more 
than  quadrupled  the  previ- 
ous Washington  maximum 
(BB).  On  scheduled  Wash- 
ington pelagic  trips,  Sabine’s 
Gulls  were  also  numerous, 
with  a total  of  1015,  but 
Sabine’s  were  very  scarce  off 
Oregon,  with  only  64  seen. 
Interestingly,  after  last  year’s 
major  incursion,  a subpar  2 
Sabines  Gulls  were  found 
on  the  eastside:  L.  Roo- 
sevelt, Lincoln  4 Sep  (BT) 
and  Y.R.D.  21  Sep  (BL,  NL).  A Black-legged 
Kittiwake,  rare  in  the  Puget  Trough,  was  at 
Edmonds,  Snohomish  3 Nov  (G.  Oliver). 

Elegant  Terns  made  a fair  showing  in  Ore- 
gon, with  22  at  Coos  Bay  5 Aug  (TR),  2 near 
Florence  6 Aug  (P  Sherrell),  5 near  Seaside, 
Clatsop  7 Aug  (TT,  MP),  and  one  at  Newport 
15  Sep  0-  Fontaine).  Arctic  Tern  numbers  on 
pelagic  trips  were  quite  low,  totaling  only  121, 
but  one  at  Redmond,  Deschutes  5 Sep  provided 
a very  rare  eastside  record  (K.  Owen).  There 
were  only  2 westside  Forster’s  Terns:  singles  at 
Lost  Creek  Res.  Jackson  2 Sep  (N.  Barrett)  and 
at  Big  L.,  Linn  16  Sep  (DDW,  P.  Sherrell,  JF).  A 
peak  tally  of  20,000  Common  Murres  headed 
s.  past  Boiler  Bay  18  Nov  (PP).  Xantus’s  Mur- 
relets  are  irregularly  reported:  2 off  Westport  5 
Sep  (tBLB)  and  5 off  Newport  5 Oct  (GG). 
The  peak  tally  of  665  migrant  Cassin’s  Auklets 
off  Westport  14  Oct  was  absolutely  dwarfed  by 
the  4000+  found  off  Newport  in  calm  seas  19 
Oct.  The  local  breeding  population  is  reflected 
in  Aug/Sep  counts;  they  averaged  about  40  per 
trip,  reflective  of  a recovering  population.  Sim- 
ilarly Tufted  Puffin  numbers  off  Westport 
averaged  2 per  trip  this  fall;  a few  years  ago 
they  averaged  2 per  year.  A Horned  Puffin  off 
Westport  5 Sep  (ph.  S.  Mills,  tBLB)  was  the 
first-ever  early  fall  record  from  a pelagic  trip, 
though  there  are  several  such  records  from 
land.  Eastern  Washington’s  8th  Ancient  Mur- 
relet  was  at  Lyle,  Klickitat  20  Aug  (B.  Hansen, 
S.  Johnston);  previous  records  span  10  Aug — 
3 Dec. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WAGTAILS 

Band-tailed  Pigeons,  rare  on  the  eastside, 
were  near  Hart’s  Pass,  Okanogan  8 Aug  (HO) 
and  at  Fields  27  Sep  (S.  Wright).  Washing- 
ton’s 2nd  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  remained 


LUME  57  (2003) 


NUMBER  1 


109 


r j Bushtits  are  hardly  known  for  vagrancy.  Last  summer  one  was  found  at  Potholes  Res.,  Grant,  and  we  marveled  that 
3 Ft  it  was  ca.  1 00  km  away  from  the  nearest  populations  in  Yakima.  Well,  this  fall  at  least  25  were  found  at  Potholes 
Res.20-25  Oct  (G.Shugart,  BF,  RH),and  specimens  collected  from  the  flock  were  found  to  be  P m.plumbeus  (OP),  the  near- 
est population  of  which  exists  nearly  300  km  away  in  ne.  Oregon.  Paulson  reviewed  Washington  specimens  in  the  Univ.  of 
Puget  Sound  collection  and  found  that  one  Bushtit  collected  decades  ago  in  Yakima  was  also  a plumbeus;  the  remainder 
were,  however,  of  the  expected  coastal  races.  The  fascinating  questions  are:  where  did  these  birds  come  from,  and  how  long 
have  they  been  here? 


at  Wenatchee  through  3 Sep  (DB),  while  the 
long-staying  bird  at  Joseph,  Wallowa 
remained  until  4 Aug  (Paul  Sullivan).  Amaz- 
ingly, another  appeared  on  4 Aug  at  Kinney 
L.,  Wallowa  (T.  Shelmerdine),  providing 
about  the  6th  record  for  Oregon.  Oregon’s  8th 
White-winged  Dove  was  at  Newport,  Lincoln 
11-14  Oct  (ph.  D.  Kasper);  almost  all 
Regional  records  have  been  May — Nov.  Five 
Burrowing  Owls  in  w.  Oregon  from  25  Sep  on 
represented  an  above-average  fall.  Increasing 
observer  effort  has  led  to  increasing  numbers 
of  Boreal  Owl  reports;  this  fall  birds  were 
reported  from  the  Washington  Cascades  in 
Chelan  (DB),  Kittitas  (SDs,  CW,  RTS),  Pierce 
(BLB,  M.  Roening),  and  Lewis  (BT)  and  from 
Oregon’s  Wallowa  Mountains  (D.  Herr,  MD, 
MLD).  All  were  13  Sep — 28  Oct.  Very  rare  in 
Oregon  e.  of  the  Cascades,  a Black  Swift  was 
at  Malheur  6 Sep  (DE).  Impressive  as  it 
sounds,  the  peak  count  of  11,000  Vaux’s 
Swifts  roosting  in  Eugene  10  Sep  was  dis- 
tinctly below  average  (M.  Rudolph).  A 
White-throated  Swift  at  Manson,  Chelan  24- 
31  Oct  was  Washington’s  2nd  latest  ever 
(VN). 

Rare  on  the  eastside,  an  Anna’s  Humming- 
bird was  at  Canyon  Terrace,  Benton  30  Aug 
(BE,  NL),  and  a pair  was  at  Bend  throughout 
the  fall  (D.  Tracy).  This  fall’s  Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  at  Tigard,  Washington  25  Sep 
(T.  Stainbrook).  A Calliope  Hummingbird  at 
Bend  6 Oct  was  about  a month  late  (J- 
Moodie).  Oregon’s  15th  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  was  a juv.  at  Long  Cr.,  Grant  8 Sep 
(tSM),  providing  the  Region’s  first  Sep 
record;  most  have  been  Oct — Feb.  Very  rare 
e.  of  the  Cascade/Warner  Mts.,  a Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  was  at  Frenchglen,  Harney  5 Oct 
(C.  Butler).  A Lewis’s  Woodpecker,  very  rare 
on  the  Oregon  coast,  was  at  Seaside,  Clatsop 
12  Oct  (S.  Warner).  In  w.  Washington,  where 
rare,  one  was  at  Ridgefield  11  Sep  (TA). 

A Western  Wood-Pewee  at  Ridgefield  5 
Oct  furnished  Washington’s  3rd  Oct  record 
(vt.  SM).  An  unidentified  Empidonax  fly- 
catcher at  Corvallis,  Benton  28  Nov  was  six  or 
more  weeks  late,  no  matter  what  the  species 
(M.  Rudolph).  A Gray  Flycatcher  at  1923  m 
near  Junior  Pt.,  Chelan  24  Sep  was  the  latest 
ever  for  Washington  (DB).  A Dusky  Fly- 
catcher at  Portland  25  Sep  provided  a very 
rare  fall  record  for  nw.  Oregon  (WG).  A Least 
Flycatcher  was  at  Washtucna,  Adams  1 Sep 
(BF,  SM,  RH);  of  late,  this  species  has  been 
nearly  annual  during  fall  in  Washington, 


mostly  28  Aug — 15  Sep.  Washington’s  5th 
Black  Phoebe  was  at  Ridgefield  11  Sep+ 
(tTA),  while  last  year’s  bird  near  Cathlamet, 
Wahkiakum  returned  16  Oct+  (K.  Knittle);  5 
more  in  nw.  Oregon  were  n.  of  their  usual 
haunts,  while  2 at  Lower  Klamath  N.W.R.  5 
Oct  provided  a very  rare  e.  Oregon  record  (K. 
Spencer);  this  species’s  range  continues  to 
expand  rapidly. 

Only  3 Say’s  Phoebes  were  found  in  w.  Ore- 
gon away  from  the  Rogue  R.  valley,  a poor 
fall.  However,  one  at  O.S.  9 Sep  was  only 
about  the  11th  for  w.  Washington  during  fall 
(BW).  Washington’s  4th  and  the  Region’s  7th 
Vermilion  Flycatcher  was  near  Stanwood, 
Snohomish  1 Nov  (tGA);  prior  records  were 
Oct— Mar.  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at 
Fernhill  Wetlands,  Washington  23  Nov  was 
well  n.  of  its  usual  range  and  three  months 
late  (C.  Karlen).  Tropical  Kingbirds  continue 
to  be  found  in  numbers,  with  5 in  Oregon  12 
Oct — 28  Nov  and  4 in  Washington:  Bay  Cen- 
ter, Pacific  12  Oct  (ph.  RS,  PtS),  Tokeland, 
Pacific  13-21  Oct  (ph.  RS,  PtS),  near  Elma, 
Grays  Harbor  23  Nov  (tB.  Ramsey,  tK. 
Brown),  and  near  Edison,  Skagit  17-29  Nov 
(K.  Ramsa,  K.  Kemper,  ph.  J.  Eisner).  The  lat- 
ter two  records  doubled  the  total  of  Washing- 
ton records  away  from  the  Outer 
Coast/Olympic  Pen.  An  Eastern  Kingbird  at 
Ritzville,  Adams  28  Sep  set  a record  Washing- 
ton late  date  by  eight  days  (DSc).  A Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Salishan  Spit,  Lincoln 
7-1 1 Nov  (R.  & D.  Roberts,  ph.  PP);  there  are 
about  16  previous  Oregon  records,  all  May — 
Nov  and  most  May — Jun. 

Rare  for  the  Oregon  coast  were  single  Log- 
gerhead Shrikes  at  Clatsop  Spit  28  Oct  (TT) 
and  Sixes  Estuary,  Cuny  20  Nov  (DM,  KG).  A 
Black-billed  Magpie,  very  rare  on  the  west- 
side,  was  near  Monmouth,  Polk  27  Sep  (fide  P 
Adamus).  Only  3 Blue  Jays  were  found,  well 
below  the  recent  7-8  per  fall  average,  with 
singles  at  Springfield,  Lane  19  Oct+  (S. 
Maulding),  near  Coburg,  Lane  25  Oct  (R. 
Holland),  and  at  Othello  20  Oct — 11  Nov 
(RH).  Western  Scrub-Jays  continue  to  show 
signs  of  range  expansion.  The  most  notable 
extralimital  records  include  one  at  O.S.  7 Sep 
(BW),  5 at  Ft.  Sirncoe,  Yakima  22  Sep  (K.  Tur- 
ley), one  near  Hines,  Harney  30  Sep  (P  Bow- 
ers), 2 at  Burns  9 Oct+  (R.  Vetter),  and  one 
near  the  Cascade  Crest  at  McKenzie  Pass, 
Lane  6 Oct  (DF,  V.  Arnold).  Very  rare  for  e. 
Oregon,  a Purple  Martin  was  at  Malheur  6 
Sep  (DE).  A tally  of  4100  Violet-green  Swal- 
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lows  at  Ridgefield  5 Oct  was  the  highest  ever 
for  Washington  (SM).  The  traditional  Barn 
Swallow  roost  near  Dayton,  Yamhill  peaked  at 
an  impressive  100,000  on  13  Sep  (FS). 

Rare  w.  of  the  Cascades  in  Washington  was 
a Rock  Wren  at  Joemma  S.  P,  Pierce  20  Oct 
(H.  Jennings);  one  at  Cape  Ferrelo,  Curry  4 
Sep  was  similarly  unusual  for  the  Oregon 
coast  (DM).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at 
Tumalo  Res.,  Deschutes  21  Sep  was  well  n.  of 
its  limited  Oregon  breeding  range  (tj. 
Gerke).  Coos’s  2nd  Mountain  Bluebird  was  at 
N.S.C.B.  27  Sep  (TR);  this  species  is  very  rare 
w.  of  the  Cascades  during  fall,  and  most  such 
records  are  from  Nov.  A Dusky  Thrush  was 
belatedly  reported  but  exquisitely  docu- 
mented from  a yard  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Skagit  27 
Jun,  furnishing  the  contiguous  United  States’ 
first  record  (TP.  Alexander);  there  are,  how- 
ever, two  late  fall/winter  records  from  the 
vicinity  of  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.  A 
Gray  Catbird  near  Williams,  Josephine  18  Sep 
was  in  w.  Oregon,  where  extremely  rare 
(tDV).  Five  Northern  Mockingbirds  away 
from  their  localized  breeding  areas  in  Jackson 
was  about  average;  Washington  records 
include  singles  at  O.S.  19  Oct  (DD,  vt.  SM)  i 
and  Ridgefield  24  Nov  (R.  Spaulding).  Single 
Brown  Thrashers  near  L.  Creek,  Jackson  24- 
25  Sep  (TJ.  Kemper,  J.  Harleman)  and  Plush, 
Lake  5 Oct  (THH)  added  to  approximately  22 
prior  Oregon  records.  A Sage  Thrasher  at 
Gutierrez  Ranch,  Crook  15  Nov  was  over  six 
weeks  late  (CG).  Formerly  somewhat  regular, 
but  now  very  rare  on  the  westside,  a 
Bohemian  Waxwing  was  near  Stanwood,  Sno- 
homish 15  Nov  (GA).  Oregon’s  2nd  Yellow  : 
Wagtail  was  at  Yaquina  Bay,  Lincoln  8 Sep  ' 
(TFS);  Oregon  has  one  previous  record:  31 
Aug  1997.  See  Birders  Journal  (Heindel  1999) 
for  a fine  review  of  this  species’  occurrence  in 
North  America. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Washington’s  12th  Tennessee  Warbler  was 
banded  along  the  Little  Spokane  R.,  Spokane 
24  Aug  (ph.  M.  Frobe);  most  previous  records  , 
have  been  late  Aug — mid  Sep.  In  Oregon, 
where  annual,  Tennessees  were  near  Brook- 
ings 5 Sep  (DM)  and  at  Malheur  6 Sep  (AC, 
DF)  and  20-21  Sep  (TR).  The  westside’s  3rd 
Virginia’s  Warbler  was  near  Brookings  23  Sep 
(TDM);  prior  records  were  also  from  Oregon 
during  fall.  Washington’s  8th  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  at  Brier,  Snohomish  2 Nov 
(TG.  DiBernardi),  while  one  at  Burns  12-13 
Oct  (R.  Vetter,  J.  Suther)  added  to  about  35 
previous  Oregon  records;  most  Regional 
records  have  been  mid-Sep  to  mid-Nov. 
Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  are  very  rare  in 
far  e.  Washington,  so  one  at  Kahlotus, 
Franklin  9 Sep  was  noteworthy  (SM).  Simi- 
larly, a Hermit  Warbler  was  of  note  at  Mal- 
heur 18  Sep  (TR).  Single  Prairie  Warblers 
were  at  the  Deschutes  R.  mouth,  Sheman  21 
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Sep  (D.  Bailey),  Seaside  22  Sep  (tMP),  and  at 
the  Pistol  R.  mouth,  Curry  12  Oct  (tAC,  HH, 
NS);  all  but  one  of  Oregon’s  previous  11 
records  were  coastal,  and  most  were  mid- 
Sep — mid-Oct.  Washington's  2nd  Bay- 
breasted Warbler 
was  near  Potholes 
Res.,  Grant  21  Sep 
(tDSc).  Washing- 
ton’s 14th  Blackpoll 
Warbler  was  at 
Richland  11  Sep 
(NL,  RF,  C.  Simon- 
sen),  while  2 near 
Brookings  23  Sep 
were  on  the  Oregon 
coast,  where  very 
rare  (DM);  Black- 
polls  at  Malheur  14 
Sep  (GLA)  and  20- 
21  Sep  (TR)  were  in 
se.  Oregon,  where 
annual. 

This  fall’s  yield  of 
Black-and-white 
Warblers  included 
singles  at  Peoria, 

Linn  10-16  Sep  (M. 

Campbell),  Malheur  20  Sep  (S.  Greenberg), 
and  Eugene  22  Sep  (M.  Maffei).  Rare 
migrants  on  the  westside,  2 American  Red- 
starts were  at  Marymoor  Park,  King  22  Aug 
(M.  Hobbs),  and  one  was  at  Portland  17  Sep 
(WG,  R.  Smith).  Ovenbirds  at  Malheur  8 Sep 
(DF,  AC)  and  N.  Bend,  Coos  1 Nov  (S. 
Townsend)  were  the  Region’s  first  during  fall 
since  at  least  1994.  Northern  Waterthrushcs, 
very  rare  migrants  on  the  westside,  were  at 
Skagit  W.M.A.  18  Aug  (TA)  and  Florence, 
Lane  19  Oct— Dec  (AC,  NS,  HH).  A male 
Hooded  Warbler  at  Malheur  8 Sep  (AC,  vt. 
SM,  DF)  was  joined  a day  or  two  later  by 
another  male  (GLA),  with  at  least  one  bird 
lingering  until  21  Sep  (IK.  Smith);  there  were 
10  prior  Oregon  records.  A MacGillivray’s 
Warbler  at  Lind  Coulee  5 Oct  was  provided  e. 
Washington’s  3rd  latest  record  (tDSc).  A Wil- 
son’s Warbler  at  Moses  L.,  Grant  1 Nov  was 
more  than  a month  tardy  (DSc),  while  a Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  at  Coppei  Cr.,  Walla  Walla 
21  Sep  was  likely  the  latest  ever  for  Washing- 
ton (MD,  MLD);  almost  as  noteworthy  was  a 
chat  at  Creswell,  Lane  20  Sep  (NS).  Oregon’s 
16th  Summer  Tanager  was  at  S.  Beach,  Lin- 
coln 21  Nov  (tE.  Horvath);  nine  of  the  16 
have  been  since  May  2000. 

Single  American  Tree  Sparrows,  extremely 
rare  in  sw.  Oregon,  were  at  Brookings  15  Nov 
(KG)  and  Floras  L.,  Curry  25  Nov  (TJW). 
Oregon’s  3 Clay-colored  Sparrows  31  Aug — 2 
Nov  made  for  the  lowest  fall  total  since  1997. 
In  Washington,  singles  at  Windust  S.  P., 
Franklin  21-22  Sep  (BL,  MD,  MLD)  and 
Wenatchee  6 Sep  (DB)  were  more  typical  of 
the  last  few  years.  Brewer’s  Sparrow  sightings 


This  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  at  Floras  Lake,  Curry  County, 
Oregon  11  October  2002  was  the  vanguard  of  an  unprece- 
dented irruption  along  the  Oregon  coast.  In  all,  1 1 Chestnut- 
collareds  were  found,  more  than  all  previous  records  of  this 
species  from  Oregon  combined!  Photograph  by  Noah  Strycker. 


from  w.  Oregon  seem  to  be  steadily  increas- 
ing; this  fall  there  were  5 birds  17-31  Aug.  A 
Brewer’s  at  Windust  S.  P 21-22  Sep  may  have 
been  the  latest  ever  for  Washington  (BL).  A 
Lark  Bunting  at  Bandon,  Coos  17  Aug  was 
about  the  24th  for 
Oregon  (JG,  O. 
Schmidt);  previous 
records  were  scattered 
throughout  the  calen- 
dar and  state. 

A Red  Fox  Spar- 
row at  Puget  I., 
Wahkiakum  11  Nov 
was  about  the  13th 
for  Washington  (tBT, 
BLB).  West  of  the 
Cascades,  where  rare, 
single  Slate-colored 
Fox  Sparrows  were  at 
Kent,  King  8 Nov 
(tCW),  Florence, 
Snohomish  10  Nov 
(SM,  DD),  and  near 
Monroe,  Snohomish 
29  Nov  (vt.  SM). 
Swamp  Sparrow  num- 
bers were  superb, 
with  15  in  w.  Oregon,  9 in  w.  Washington, 
and  5 in  e.  Washington,  where  barely  annual, 
including  3 at  Wenatchee  23  Nov  (DB). 
Likely  a first  for  the  Region,  an  apparent  ad. 
Golden-crowned  x White-throated  Sparrow 
hybrid  was  at  Brookings  10  Oct  (ph.  S. 
Chambers).  The  status  of  pugetensis  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  e.  of  the  Cascades  is 
poorly  known,  but  5 at  Wahluke  Slope, 
Franklin  2 Sep  highlight  the  likelihood  that 
this  taxon  is  a regular  migrant  in  the  Colum- 
bia Basin  (SM,  BF);  one  wonders,  do  they 
remain  to  winter  or  go  farther  south?  Eight 
Harris’s  Sparrows  in  Washington  and  2 in 
Oregon  represented  an  above-average  fall  and 
included  2 that  were  about  a month  early  at 
Lind  Coulee  15  Sep  (tDSc).  Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspurs  flooded  the  Oregon  coast. 
The  first  was  found  at  Floras  L.,  Cuny  1 1 Oct 
(HH,  ph.  NS,  AC).  After  a three-week  lull,  2 
were  found  at  N.S.C.B.  2 Nov,  and  another 
was  there  8-10  Nov  (tTR),  3 were  near  Sea- 
side 2-30  Nov  (tTT,  MP),  one  was  at  Clatsop 
Spit  2 Nov  (IMP),  and  3 were  near  Cape 
Blanco  7 Nov  (TJW).  Eleven  birds  in  all. 
There  were  about  12  prior  Oregon  records, 
mostly  early  Oct — early  Nov  and  mostly  from 
the  westside. 

Single  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  very  rare 
during  fall,  were  at  Bend  14  Sep  (D.  Tracy) 
and  Milwaukie,  Clackamas  4 Nov  (JG).  A 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Bennington  L., 
Walla  Walla  26  Oct  was  more  than  a month 
late  (MD,  MLD).  An  Indigo  Bunting  at  Fields 
5 Sep  added  to  about  50  Oregon  records, 
most  of  which  come  from  Apr — Jun  (SM). 
Tricolored  Blackbirds,  first  found  in  Wash- 


ington in  1998,  continued  to  make  news. 
Sightings  from  Othello  and  vicinity  included 
a male  and  female  9 Sep  (vt.  SM),  2 males  12 
Oct  (BF),  and  one  male  4-8  Nov  (BF);  this 
area  has  generated  many  reports  over  the  last 
few  winters.  Tricoloreds  were  also  recorded 
for  the  3rd  consecutive  fall/winter  at 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark , with  3 there  30 
Nov  (vt.  SM,  DD).  Washington’s  13th  Com- 
mon Grackle  was  near  Kennewick,  Benton  19 
Oct  and  13  Nov  (ph.  DR).  A distinctly  odd 
icterid  was  photographed  in  Auburn,  King 
19-21  Oct  (M.  Willison,  ph.  RS);  careful 
analysis  by  Jaramillo  strongly  suggests  that 
this  bird  is  an  ad.  female  Great-tailed  Grackle 
x Brewer’s  Blackbird  hybrid,  though  the 
extent  of  dark  marking  on  the  head  and 
breast  seems  anomalous  for  this  combination. 
No  combination  can  fully  explain  this  bird’s 
parentage  without  invoking  some  aberrancy. 
Representing  a typical  fall,  single  Rusty 
Blackbirds  were  near  Bayview,  Skagit  17  Nov 
(TCW,  SDs)  and  at  Shillapoo  Bottoms  30  Nov 
(vt.  SM,  DD).  A Purple  Finch,  rare  in  far  e. 
Washington,  was  at  Elk,  Spokane  13  Oct 
(MM).  Errant  Lesser  Goldfinches  were  at 
Lacey,  Thurston  16  Aug  (TS.  Mills)  and  W. 
Richland  17  Nov  (B.  Kaiser,  NL,  C.  Simonen); 
there  were  only  six  prior  records  away  from 
Klickitat/Clark.  A flock  of  2000  American 
Goldfinches  near  Eugene  1 Oct  was  likely  a 
Regional  record  (D.  Heyerly). 

ADDENDUM 

A flock  of  11  Band-tailed  Pigeons  at  Steam- 
boat Rock,  Grant  5 Jan  2002  (BF,  RH)  was 
accidentally  not  included  in  the  winter 
report.  Band-tailed  Pigeons  are  extremely  rare 
in  e.  Washington  during  winter. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  George  L.  Armistead,  Gail  Aslan- 
ian, Tom  Aversa  (WA),  David  Beaudette,  Bob 
Boekelheide,  Marv  Breece,  Wilson  Cady, 
Kathy  Castelein,  Merry  Lynn  Denny,  Mike 
Denny,  Don  DeWitt  (DDW),  Scott  Downes 
(SDs),  Dennis  Duffy,  Joe  Engler  (Clark), 
Duncan  Evered,  Daniel  Farrar,  Ruth  Fischer, 
Bob  Flores,  Chuck  Gates,  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg 
Gillson,  Ken  Goldwater,  Wink  Gross,  Hen- 
drik Herlyn,  Randy  Hill,  Wayne  Hoffman, 
David  Irons,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  David  Lauten, 
Bruce  LaBar  (BLB),  Bill  LaFramboise  (lower 
Columbia  Basin),  Nancy  LaFramboise,  Tom 
Mickel  (Lane),  Matt  Moskwik,  Don  Munson, 
Harry  Nehls  (OR),  Vic  Nelson,  Bob  Norton 
(Olympic  Pen.),  Hal  Opperman,  Michael  Pat- 
terson, Dennis  Paulson,  Phil  Pickering,  Den- 
nis Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk,  Doug 
Schonewald  (DSc),  Ryan  T.  Shaw  (RTS), 
Karen  Sparkman,  Dan  Stephens  (Chelan), 
Noah  Strycker,  John  Sullivan,  Patrick  Sulli- 
van (PtS),  Ruth  Sullivan,  Todd  Thornton, 
Dennis  Vroman,  Terry  J.  Wahl,  Bob  Woodley, 
Charlie  Wright.  © 
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Scott  B.  Terrill  & Thomas  P.  Ryan 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 
H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 
3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 
San  Jose,  California  95118 
(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 
(tryan@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Herons  to  Shorebirds) 
499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@att.net) 

Steven  A.  Glover 

(Doves  to  Wrentit) 
6526  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568 
(Sgloverccc@aol.com) 

Don  Roberson 

(Thrashers  to  Finches) 
282  Grove  Acre  Avenue 
Pacific  Grove,  California  93950 
(creagrus@montereybay.com) 


Writing  front  the  Farallones,  Peter  Pyle 
summarized  the  landbird  migration  as 
“a  very  poor  year  for  eastern  warblers 
but  a typically  good  year  for  variety.”  He  might 
have  been  speaking  for  the  entire  coastline.  Gen- 
erally clear  and  sunny  weather  early  in  the 
period  may  have  encouraged  many  migrants  to 
overfly  the  Region,  but  there  were  still  lots  of 
interesting  birds  around.  No  fewer  than  eight 
birds  rated  “boldfacing”  this  season,  including 
multiple  Streaked  Shearwaters,  the  returning 
Common  Greenshank,  Alder  Flycatcher,  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird,  and,  best  of  all,  the 
Regions  first  Little  Bunting.  We  would  like  to 
thank  Don  Roberson  for  his  six  years  of  assem- 
bling the  landbirds  section  of  the  report  and 
turning  all  of  our  sections  into  a coherent  prod- 
uct, a time-consuming  task  in  such  a heavily- 
birded  region.  His  expertise  will  be  missed.  The 
second  half  of  the  landbirds  will  henceforth  be  in 
the  capable  hands  of  Luke  Cole. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  Bird 
Records  Committee);  C.V.  (Central  Valley); 
C.P.  (County  Park);  FI.  (Southeast  Farallon  I., 
San  Francisco),  N.S.  (National  Seashore);  R.P 
(River  Preserve);  R.S.  (Regional  Shoreline); 
S.B.  (State  Beach);  S.F  (San  Francisco);  S.R. 
(State  Reserve);  W.A.  (Wildlife  Area). 

Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  submitted 
without  documentation  are  normally  not  pub- 
lished. Observers  wishing  C.B.R.C.  review 


should  also  send  their  documentation  to  Guy 
McCaskie,  Secretary,  P.O.  Box  275,  San  Diego 
CA  91933.  Banded  birds  on  FI.  should  be  cred- 
ited to  Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory,  those 
banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  Big  Sur 
Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana  Wilderness 
Society. 

LOONS  THROUGH  FRIGATEBIRDS 

A Yellow-billed  Loon  was  100  m off  Westport, 
Mendocino  17  Aug  (PP,  tGMcC,  TRJK,  ph. 
DWN  et  al.).  Of  70  prior  California  records, 
only  two  occurred  between  Jun  and  Aug.  All 
seven  prior  pelagic  records  of  Streaked  Shear- 
water were  from  Monterey  Bay  (there  is  also  an 
odd  inland  record),  so  2 farther  n.  were  a sur- 
prise: 9.6  km  w.  ofWestport,  Mendocino  17  Aug 
OLD,  tGMcC,  tRJK,  ph.  DWN,  ph.  B.  L.  Sulli- 
van), and  at  Cordell  Bank,  Marin  29  Sep 
(SNGH  et  al.).  This  was  the  first  fall  to  have 
multiple  records  (3  additional  birds  occurred 
off  s.  California),  but  dates  were  generally  con- 
sistent with  previous  occurrences  (7  Sep-9 
Oct).  As  mentioned  in  previous  Regional 
reports,  Manx  Shearwaters  are  now  considered 
annual  in  small  numbers.  This  species  occurs 
throughout  the  year,  but  the  majority  of 
records  are  from  fall.  One  was  near  shore  at  Ft. 
Bragg,  Mendocino  16  Aug  OLD,  tGMcC,  M. 
San  Miguel),  and  several  were  reported  from 
Monterey  Bay  (m.  ob.),  as  is  the  norm.  Storm- 
petrel  numbers  have  been  relatively  low  for  the 
past  several  years,  the  large  flocks  that  form  in 
Monterey  Bay  and  more  recently  off  Cordell 
Bank  being  largely  absent.  However,  a large 
group  was  encountered  on  a 2 Sep  trip  to 
Cordell  Bank,  Marin  including  30  Wilsons, 
300  Fork-tailed,  2 Leach’s,  3000-4000  Ashy,  20 
Black,  and  one  Least  (RS,  SBT  et  al.).  An 
unidentified  frigatebird  was  seen  flying  off 
Eagle  Pi.,  S.F.  20  Sep  (JND,  ASH). 

HERONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Least  Bitterns  at  the  Cosumnes  R.P.,  Sacramento 
15  Aug  (JTr)  and  at  Clear  Lake  S.P.,  Lake  4 Sep 
(JRW)  were  the  only  ones  reported  this  season. 
The  only  Little  Blue  Heron  was  an  imm.  at  Rod- 
man  Slough  14  Sep  (JRW).  the  2nd  for  Lake. 
Only  five  Cattle  Egret  reports  were  received  and 
four  of  them  involved  single  birds.  This  is  well 
below  totals  from  recent  falls.  White-faced  Ibis 
had  their  “best  fall  influx  ever”  to  Santa  Cruz, 
with  up  to  30  birds  present  at  Harkins  Slough 
1 1 Aug — 30  Sep.  A similar  total  was  reported 
from  several  locations  in  Monterey  10  Aug — 19 
Sep,  likely  involving  some  of  the  same  birds. 
Surprisingly,  other  coastal  reports  were  limited, 
with  2 birds  in  Mendocino  2 — 19  Aug  (Cheryl 
Heinecken,  GEC)  and  a single  bird  in  Santa 
Clara  11-12  Oct  (Jeff  Wall,  Penny  Howell).  A 
lingering  ibis  was  near  San  Lucas,  Monterey  4- 
30  Nov  (J&rHBa). 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  reached  the 
coast  in  record  numbers.  Humboldt  had  its 
“largest  flight  ever  recorded”  with  at  least  16 
flocks  of  30-300+  birds,  mostly  heading  s.  or 
se.  20-22  Sep  ( fide  SWH).  A count  of  70  in 
neighboring  Trinity  22  Oct  was  a record  high 
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count  (TWL).  Flocks  of  60+  in  Sonoma  5 Oct 
(DN),  24  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  28  Sep  (RS),  60+ 
in  S.E  26  Nov  (PSa),  39  at  El.  11  Oct  (fide  PP), 
80  in  San  Mateo  5 Oct  (Merry  Haveman),  27  in 
Santa  Cruz  (DVP,  Matt  Brady),  24  in  San  Benito 


This  Streaked  Shearwater,  ene  of  two  found  in  the  Region  this  season, 
was  photographed  10  km  west  of  Westpsrt,  Mendocino  County  on 
1 7 August  2002.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 


12  Oct  (MJM),  and  45+  in  Monterey  24  Sep 
(RF)  were  all  examples  of  this  widespread  and 
sustained  movement.  A juv.  Emperor  Goose  at 
Rodman  Slough  29  Sep — 7 Nov  (TDarlene 
Hecomovich,  Jeanette  Knight,  tJRW,  ph.,  m. 
ob.)  was  the  first  for  Lake.  A carefully  studied 
swan  at  Lower  Klamath  N.W.R.,  Siskiyou  30 
Nov  (tRE),  thought  be  a hybrid  Whooper  x 
Tundra  Swan,  might  have  been  from  the  hybrid 
family  seen  here  two  years  earlier. 

Eurasian  Wigeon  are  rarely  reported  in 
Mono;  an  ad.  male  at  Crowley  L.  14  Sep  was 
perhaps  only  the  2nd  ever  (JLD).  Four  Tufted 
Ducks  were  reported:  one  at  the  O’Neill  Fore- 
bay, Merced  19  Oct  (ADeM);  an  ad.  male  al  L. 
Mendocino,  Mendocino  1 Nov  (GEC);  a female 
at  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  15  Nov+  (RSTh, 

m.  ob.);  and  a male  at  Foster  City,  San  Mateo  23 
Nov+  (RSTh).  A male  Harlequin  Duck  at  Coy- 
ote Pt.,  San  Mateo  6 Aug — 10  Nov  (RSTh,  nr., 
ob.)  was  unusual  for  S.E  Bay,  especially  as  it 
may  have  summered  locally.  Surf  Scoters  were 
widely  reported  inland.  Up  to  3 male  White- 
winged Scoters  at  Prosser  Creek  Res.  27  Oct — 
2 Nov  (Rudy  Darling,  m.  ob.)  were  the  first  for 
Nevada.  Inland  Long-tailed  Ducks  included 
one  at  the  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  22 — 24 
Oct  (RE)  and  up  to  2 in  Mountain  View,  Santa 
Clara  15  Nov — 3 Dec  (Brooke  Miller,  Andy 
Gibb,  Kris  Olson,  m.  ob.);  7 others  were  coastal 

13  Oct — 2 Dec.  The  most  notable  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye,  apparently  Mariposa’s  first,  was  an 

ad.  male  along  the  Merced  R.  22 — 24  Nov 
(RHw,  GjHJSL.JLx). 


place  Swainson’s  Hawks  included  Humboldt’s 
4th  at  the  Areata  Bottoms  21  Sep  (tJTz,  Anna 
Clark),  juvs.  over  the  Marin  Headlands,  Marin 
19  Sep  & 2 Oct  (Tim  Behr),  in  San  Carlos,  San 
Mateo  19  Oct  (RSTh),  and  2 birds  in  Santa 
Cruz  at  Soquel  and  Capitola  30  Aug 
and  4 Sep,  respectively  (both 
DLSu).  An  ad.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  in 
the  lower  Carmel  Valley  3 Nov — 4 
Dec  (tMike  Tyner,  tCHo,  fDR  et 
al.)  was  Monterey’s  2nd  and  the 
Region’s  3rd.  Santa  Cruz  experi- 
enced “Merlin  overload,”  with  a 
record-breaking  77  reports  begin- 
ning 17  Sep. 

Coastal  Sandhill  Cranes 
included  a flyby  at  Areata,  Hum- 
boldt 28  Nov  (SWH,  BCa),  a long- 
staying  “Greater”  at  the  Garcia 
River  Flats,  Mendocino  15 — 30  Nov 
(RS,  m.  ob.),  and  a county-first 
“Lesser”  at  the  same  location  26  Nov  (JLx). 
Other  coastal  cranes  were  San  Mateo  birds  at 
Moss  Beach  6 Sep  (RSTh)  and  Ano  Nuevo  S.R. 
2 Oct  (GJS),  4 at  Soda  L.,  Santa  Cruz  2 Oct 
(CGE),  and  flocks  of  13  and  8 birds  in  Mon- 
terey 2-3  Oct  (Lois  Goldfrank  et  al.,  Bryan 
Largay).  Inland,  3 at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  29  Sep 
(PJM)  constituted  only  the  2nd  record  since 
the  1950s  for  the  Mono  Basin. 

Notable  among  Pacific  Golden-Plover 
reports  was  an  imm.  wintering  near  the  Stevens 
Cr.  mouth  1-30  Nov+  (WGB,  MMR,  m.  ob.), 
the  first  to  winter  in  Santa  Clara  since  1970.  A 
Semipalmated  Plover  at  Salt  Spring  Valley  Res. 
17  Aug  (JSL,  JCS)  was  a first  for  Calaveras.  Two 
Black-necked  Stilts  at  Prosser  Creek  Res.  10 
Sep  (EP)  provided  the  2nd  record  for  Nevada. 
An  ad.  Common  Greenshank,  likely  last  year’s 
juv.  bird  returning,  spent  18-25  Oct  at  Klopp 
L.,  Areata,  Humboldt  (Paul  Lohse,  tDFx,  m. 
ob.).  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  well  reported, 
with  4 in  Humboldt  20  Aug — -13  Sep  (JTz,  Mar- 
garet Varga,  SWH,  DFx),  3 in  Placer  11-20  Aug 
(C1H,  TEa),  3 in  Alpine  23-26  Aug  (TEa,  JSL, 


SAG),  and  Calaveras’s  first  at  Camanche  Res. 
15  Sep  (JCS  et  al.,  undocumented).  A fall 
record  of  6 in  Santa  Cruz  19  Aug — 8 Oct  (m. 
ob.)  included  the  latest  county  record  on  the 
last  date.  Another  was  at  3180  m elevation  at 
Rae  Lakes,  Fresno  14  Aug  (CHw,  Rosie  Beach). 
A Wandering  Tattler  made  it  to  Mono  L.,  Mono 
24  Aug  (ph.  Paul  McFarland).  An  impressive 
total  of  3 Upland  Sandpipers  was  reported 
from  El.  17-26  Aug  (D.  Gardner  et  al).  Mar- 
bled Godwits  at  Prosser  Creek  Res.,  Nevada  6 
Sep  (TEa)  and  Camanche  Res.,  Calaveras  15 
Sep  (JCS  et  al.)  were  apparently  both  county 
firsts  but  undocumented. 

Inland  Black  Turnstones  included  one  pho- 
tographed near  Dayton,  Butte  15  Aug  (ph. 
tBob  Flores,  Mike  Skram)  and  4 at  Clear  Lake 
S.R  5-6  Sep  (DvW,  Brian  Woodward;  Lake's  2nd 
record).  Inland  Sanderlings  (all  juvs.)  included 
the  2nd  and  3rd  for  Placer  near  Lincoln  17-18 
Aug  (EP)  and  at  Lake  Forest  9 Sep  (WRi), 
respectively,  and  the  first  for  Amador  at 
Camanche  Res.  23  Sep  (TS).  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  were  well  reported,  with  at  least  43 
birds  in  15  inland  and  coastal  counties  1 Aug — 
19  Sep.  Over  160  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were 
found  in  19  counties  1 Aug — 6 Oct,  with  a late 
bird  at  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  15  Nov 
(RE).  Sacramento’s  first  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
was  at  Cosumnes  R.P.  12  Oct  (JTr).  The  only 
others  were  in  Humboldt  at  the  Mad  R.  estuary 
13  Sep  (Peter  Walsh)  and  at  the  Eel  River  W.A. 
4 Oct  (KI). 

Nine  Stilt  Sandpipers  included  a likely 
returning  wintering  bird  at  the  Merced  N.W.R., 
Merced  22  Nov  (ADeM,  ph.  JHG).  Four  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  found:  lower  Eel  R., 
Humboldt  9 Sep  (SMcA);  Ft.  Bragg,  Mendocino 
22-23  Aug  (DT,  GEC);  Abbotts  Lagoon,  Marin 
3-14  Sep  (CCb,  SNGH);  and  Yolo’s  first  at  Davis 
2 Sep  (JKn).  A record  number  of  Ruffs  (up  to 
13)  moved  through  Humboldt  4 Aug — 13  Nov; 
7 others  included  up  to  2 inland  at  the  Yolo 
Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  11-30  Nov  (SaW  et  al.).  A 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  at  lone  17  Aug  (JCS) 


sa; 


HAWKS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Three  Red-shouldered  Hawk  reports  from 
Alpine  20  Aug— 13  Oct  (PKB,  JSL,  Bill  Hart, 
SAG)  were  noteworthy,  as  there  was  only  a sin- 
gle previous  record  from  there.  Seven  coastal 
Broad-winged  Hawks  were  reported  away  from 
the  Marin  Headlands  21  Sep — 2 Oct,  including 
2 slightly  inland  in  Contra  Costa  25  Sep  and  1 
Oct  (SAG).  More  unexpected  was  Mono’s  2nd 
at  Mono  Lake  C.P.  19  Sep  (ADeM).  Out-of- 


A  juv.  Crested  Caracara  molting  into  basic  plumage  was  found  n.  of  Marina, Monterey  11-13  Aug  (ph.  RS,  vt  f LLu, 
. CLu,  m.obJ.This  was  followed  by  Santa  Cruz  Crested  Caracara  reports  w.  of  Santa  Cruz  16  Sep  (Cliff  Shackelford)  and 
near  Davenport  21-27  Sep  (Madeleine  Clyde,  tm.  ob.).  This  bird  was  dearly  more  adult-like  than  the  Monterey  bird,  but 
whether  the  differences  could  be  explained 
by  continued  molt  during  the  six-week  gap 
in  observations  or  not  is  a matter  of  debate. 

Several  undocumented  later  reports  of 
Crested  Caracaras  feeding  on  road  kills  far- 
ther n.  in  San  Mateo  included  birds  at 
Pescadero  28  Sep  (fide  Tim  Sullivan)  and  s. 
of  Half  Moon  Bay  21  Oct  (fide  DLSh)  and  6 
Nov  (Jonathan  Lundellj.Thus  far  no  reports 
of  this  species  have  been  accepted  as  natu- 
rally occurring  vagrants  by  the  C.B.R.C.,  but 
the  above  sightings,  combined  with  several  Sparking  controversy  both  with  regard  to  questions  of  provenance  and 

recent  occurrences  in  s.  California,  suggest  ta  tbe  mmba  ®f  bWs  involved' Crested  Cararara  rePerts 

ftvntseveral  locations  in  three  coastal  counties.  This  image,  of  the 
that  the  possibility  of  natural  occurrence  first  bird  reported,  was  captured  north  of  Marina,  Monterey 

should  be  reexamined.  County,  on  11  August  2002.  Photograph  by  Bill  Hill. 
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was  a first  for  Amador.  Late  Wilson’s 
Phalatopes  lingered  at  the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A., 
Yolo  15-30  Nov+  (EP,  WEH).  Red  Phalaropes  at 
Tahoe  Keys  Marina,  El  Dorado  11-12  Oct  (TEa, 
IS)  and  at  the  Chowchilla  Sewage  Ponds, 
Madera  12  Oct  (tKW)  were  both  county  firsts. 

LARIDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Eleven  Parasitic  Jaegers  near 
Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  2 Oct 
(RSTh)  was  a high  number  for 
inside  S.E  Bay;  another  was  far 
inland,  where  quite  rare,  at  n.  L. 

Tahoe,  Placer  27-28  Nov  (WRi). 

There  were  3 inland  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  reported;  this  may  be  the 
most  frequent  jaeger  inland. 

Heermann’s  Gulls  are  quite 
scarce  away  from  the  immediate 
coast,  so  one  at  Kelseyville  12 
Oct  (Jeannette  Knight,  tDarlene 
Hecomovich)  and  another  bird  there  25  Oct 
(tDvW,  tJRW),  representing  the  first  2 for 
Lake , were  unusual.  Inland  Sabine’s  Gulls 
included  a first  for  Shasta  at  the  Redding  W.T.P. 
13  Sep  (one  juv.;  TEa  et  al.)  and  another  at  the 
Davis  Wetlands  15-16  Sep,  the  first  for  Yolo 
since  fall  1998  (SCH,  Frances  Oliver,  EP,  JKn, 
WEG).  Unusually  high  numbers  of  Elegant 
Terns  were  observed  in  the  n.  part  of  the 
Region,  where  over  600  were  at  Humboldt  Bay, 
Humboldt  8 Sep  (SWH,  Mark  Colwell).  Like- 
wise, 943  Elegant  Terns  at  Coyote  Pt.,  Son 
Mateo  20  Sep  (RSTh)  was  a significant  number 
for  inside  S.E  Bay.  Common  Terns  are  regular 
inland,  but  up  to  35  at  n.  L.  Tahoe,  Placer  6-27 
Sep  (TEa,  WRi,  m.  ob.)  represented  a robust 
number  for  any  inland  location. 

Common  Murre  sightings  from  S.E  Bay, 
where  unusual,  included:  2 juvs.  at  the  Palo 
Alto  estuary,  Santa  Clara  29-30  Aug  (Tom 
Moutoux,  m.  ob.);  one  near  Newby  I.,  Santa 
Clara  31  Aug  (Sue  Macias);  and  one  at  Coyote 
Pt.,  San  Mateo  9 Sep  (RSTh).  A count  of  142 
Marbled  Murrelets  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San 
Mateo  10  Aug  represented  about  half  of  the 
Santa  Cruz  Mountains  breeding  population 
(PJM). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

Unusual  C.V  columbids  included  a White- 
winged Dove  at  Fresno,  Fresno  2 Oct  (ph.  Kris 
McNew)  and  a Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Davis, 
Yolo  11  Oct  (MP).  Seven  other  White -winged 
Doves  included  one  at  Martinez  3 Aug  ( Contra 
Costa’s  2nd;  JCR).  Burrowing  Owls  in  notewor- 
thy locations  included  a rare  Mono  report  from 
Paoha  I.,  Mono  L.  20  Oct  (Chris  McCreedy) 
and  one  inside  the  Embarcadero  BART  Station, 
S.E  4 Nov  (Libby  Ingalls).  A Long-eared  Owl  at 
Ft.  Miley  14  Sep  was  S.E  city’s  first  since  1983 
(HuC,  ASH  et  ah).  Lone  Chimney  Swifts  were 
at  Moss  Beach,  San  Mateo  27  Sep  (RSTh)  and 
EL  9-10  Oct  (P.R.B.O.). 

The  Region’s  first  chaseable  (and  4th  overall) 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  an  imm. 


California's  fourth  Ruby-throated  Hum 
mingbtrd  was  near  Areata,  Humboldt 
County,  25  to  29  (here  28)  September 
2002.  Photograph  by  Stanley  W.  Harris. 


male  at  Lanphere  Dunes  25-29  Sep  ( Humboldt's 
first;  tJTz;  TDFx,  ph.  SWH,  m.  ob.).  An  imm. 
male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  27-31  Aug  at 
Davis,  Yolo  was  the  first  ever  confirmed  in  the 
C.V.  (tSCH;  TJKn,  ph.  Roger  Adamson). 
Though  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  are 
reported  annually  away  from 
typical  Great  Basin  haunts, 
very  few  are  ever  documented. 
Three  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
ers  and  5 Red-naped  Sapsuck- 
ers  constituted  a respectable 
showing  but  were  overshad- 
owed by  a Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  of  the  n.  subspecies  S.  r. 
ruber  at  Golden  Gate  Park,  S.E 
16  Nov+  (tJM;  ph.  Billie  Sev- 
ery,  m.  ob.).  The  status  of  S.  r. 
ruber  in  the  Region  is  poorly 
known.  A male  Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  at  the  Del  Monte 
Forest,  Pebble  Beach  27  Oct+  was  Monterey’s 
6th  (R.J.  Adams,  m.  ob.).  A vagrant  Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker  at  the  Nunes  Ranch  14  Sep  was 
apparently  the  first  ever  recorded  on  outer  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  (Jim  Holmes).  A Pileated  Wood- 
pecker perched  on  driftwood  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mad  R.,  Humboldt  29  Nov  (KGR)  must  have 
been  a strange  sight! 

An  imm.  Alder  Flycatcher  banded  and  pho- 
tographed at  FI.  25  Oct — 2 Nov  was  the  2nd 
record  for  the  island  and  the  Region  (Scot 
Anderson,  ph.  Adam  Brown,  tPP).  Other 
unusual  Empidonax  included  7 coastal  Leasts 
31  Aug — 16  Oct,  a Dusky  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San 
Mateo  13  Sep  (RSTh),  and  single  Grays,  both 
26  Sep,  at  Coyote  Pt.  (RSTh)  and  Mountain 

View,  Santa  Clara  (EYM) 

Another  Gray  at  Sequoia  L., 

Fresno  8 Aug  was  the  first  seen 
there  by  the  observer  in  over  37 
years  (GWPo).  Significant 
Black  Phoebe  reports  included 
one  at  the  lofty  altitude  of  3300 
m at  Kearsarge  Lakes,  Fresno  13 
Aug  (CHw,  Rosie  Beach)  and 
fledglings  on  the  late  date  of  27 
Nov  at  San  Jose,  Santa  Clara 
(Eric  <Sr  Noreen  Feuss).  Single 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Ano 
Nuevo  S.R.,  San  Mateo  7 Sep 
(GJS),  Natural  Bridges  S.B., 

Santa  Cruz  2 Oct  (SGe,  Alexan- 
der Gaguine),  and  Pt.  Pinos, 

Monterey  2-3  Nov  (David  Vander  Pluym,  Matt 
Brady,  RbF  et  al).  Vagrant  kingbirds,  all  coastal 
or  near-coastal  as  is  typical,  included  24  Tropi- 
cals after  19  Sep  and  3 Easterns  11  Aug — 14 
Sep.  More  exciting  was  a Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher 1 Nov  at  Pajaro  Dunes  ( Santa  Cruz’s 
4th;  TJim  & Natalie  White). 

One  Blue-headed  and  3 Plumbeous  Vireos 
were  reported,  though  the  only  one  docu- 
mented was  a Plumbeous  at  the  Pt.  Reyes 
Lighthouse,  Marin  8 Oct  (ph.  RS,  m.  ob.).  A 
single-observer  report  of  a Yellow-throated 


Vireo  at  the  U.C.-Hopland  Research  Center, 
Mendocino  23  Aug  would  be  only  the  4th  ever 
found  in  the  interior  of  the  Region  (tCEV). 
The  other  reports  have  come  from  the  Mono 
portion  of  the  Great  Basin.  Hutton’s  Vireos  are 
scarcely  mentioned  here  but  singles  near  Wen- 
dell 2 Sep  (likely  a Lassen  first;  TBMS)  and 
Lake  Forest,  Placer  20  Sep  (WRi)  were  e.  of  the 
Sierra  crest,  where  they  are  extremely  rare.  At 
least  20  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  far  more  than 
normal.  Amongst  them  was  an  apparently 
summering  bird  in  heavy  molt  near  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Eel  and  Van  Duzen  Rivers  4 Aug 
(JTz)  and  one  at  2100  m near  Big  Meadow  20 
Aug  (a  first  for  Calaveras ; tRich  Kuehn,  Pat 
Pauch).  The  lone  Yellow-green  Vireo  was  at  Big 
Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  29  Sep  (tDR,  tRF). 

A Steller’s  Jay  at  Lanphere  Dunes,  Humboldt 
6 Oct  was  the  first  ever  recorded  at  that  long- 
term banding  station  (JTz).  A Purple  Martin  at 
Mono  L.  3 Aug  (Justin  Hite)  was  one  of  few 
ever  found  in  Mono.  Remaining  reports,  all 
coastal,  ranged  from  2 Aug  through  26  Sep. 
Out-of-place  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
included  3 at  Sutro  Heights,  S.E  7 Oct  (Myra 
Ulvang,  Siobhan  Ruck)  and  singles  at  Moss 
Beach  21  Aug  (AME)  and  13  Oct  (RSTh),  prob- 
ably the  first  records  for  the  outer  coast  of  San 
Mateo.  An  Eastern  Winter  Wren  at  El.  22  Oct 
may  have  been  the  first  such  bird  ever  docu- 
mented in  the  Region  (ph.  KNN,  audiotape 
Ryan  DiGaudio).  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  in 
Santa  Cruz  at  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.P.  22  Aug 
and  Soquel  Cr.  28  Aug  were  unexpectedly  early 
(DLSu).  Western  Bluebird  reports  included  5 
over  Mt.  Davidson,  S.E  27  Oct  (PSa)  and  7-8  at 
Mono  Lake  C.R  31  Oct  (not  recorded  in  Mono 
“in  years”;  Chris  McCreedy). 
Eight  Townsend’s  Solitaires 
reached  the  coast  28  Sep — 22 
Nov.  Single  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  were  reported  at 
the  Pt.  Reyes  Lighthouse, 
Marin  20  Sep  (RS,  m.  ob.) 
and  5 Oct  (+RAR).  An  esti- 
mated 150  Vaned  Thrushes 
at  Cosumnes  R.P.,  Sacra- 
mento 15  Nov  was  an  impres- 
sive tally  for  the  C.V.  (JTr). 


This  Alder  Flycatcher  on  Southeast  Faral- 
lon  Island  25  October  to  2 November  2002 
was  the  island's  second  and  second  for  the 
Region.  Photograph  by  Adam  Brown. 


WARBLERS 

It  was  a very  poor  autumn  for 
vagrant  warblers.  Although 
we  have  incomplete  returns 
(i.e.,  no  reporting  from  Del  Norte,  no  county 
compiler  for  Marin),  we  tallied  only  364 
vagrant  warblers  of  24  species.  These  figures 
are  quite  similar  to  autumn  2000,  when  overall 
numbers  were  down  41%  from  a six-year 
(1994-1999)  average.  Compared  against  that 
same  average,  vagrants  warblers  in  fall  2002 
were  down  36%,  and  the  trend  was  felt  “across 
the  board,”  with  eastern-origin  species  down 
35%,  southeastern  origin  warblers  down  16%, 
and  southwestern  warblers  down  53%.  Palm 
and  Blackpoll  Warblers  and  American  Redstart, 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


114 


_ 


SA  By  far  the  best  iandbird  was  a Little  Bunting  on  F.S.  27-28  Sep  (ph.  tKNN,  tPP  et  al).  Just  the  2nd  for  California 
A (the  first  was  at  Pt.  Loma,5ffi?  Diego  21-24  Oct  1991;  Western  Birds  24: 95-97),  this  Asian  bunting  was  particularly 
surprising  because  the  season  did  not  feature  other  Siberian  Iandbird  strays,  though  Gambeli,  St.  Lawrence  I.,  AK  also  had 
2 Little  Buntings  this  season,  one  on  30  Sep. 

This  was  the  403rd  species  to  be  recorded  on  the  tiny  rocky  islet,  located  just  43  km  w.  of  S.F.,  with  its  two  planted  trees 
and  adjacent  banding  traps.  By  our  count,  this  brings  our  Regional  total  to  574  birds.  Little  Bunting  must  surely  rank  among 
the  best  of  them,  competing  with  some  Asian  waders  (Greater  Sandplover,  Little  Curlew,  Terek  Sandpiper),  a couple  of 
seabirds  (Light-mantled  Albatross,  Swallow-tailed  Gull),  and  three  other  Farallon-only  landbirds  (Lanceolated  Warbler, 
Red-flanked  Bluetail,  and  Golden-cheeked  Warbler)  as  the  picks  of  the  litter. 


usually  our  three  most  common  vagrants,  were 
off  36%  to  45%;  indeed,  the  89  Palms  reported 
is  the  lowest  figure  in  the  last  10  years.  Lower- 
than-expected  numbers  for  other  species 
included:  Tennessee  (26  birds,  -13%),  Chest- 
nut-sided (31,  -28%),  Magnolia  (18,  -20%), 
Black-throated  Blue  (6,  -62%),  Black-throated 
Green  (2,  -14%),  Prairie  (12,  -19%),  Black-and- 
white  (19,  -48%),  Ovenbird  (4,  -45%),  and 
Northern  Waterthrush  (12,  -55%).  Bucking 
these  trends  were  Northern  Parula  (8,  +26%), 
Blackburnian  (15,  +45%),  and  (unexpectedly) 
Canada  Warbler  (9,  +135%).  Blackburnian  and 
Canada  have  broadly  similar  breeding  ranges 
and  these  numbers  might  suggest  high  produc- 
tivity. Three  Canada  Warblers  were  very  early: 

28  Aug  at  Palomarin,  Marin  (banded  P.R.B.O.), 
30  Aug  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  (RS,  m.  ob.),  and  31 
Aug  on  Mt.  Davidson,  S.E  (t  David  Arm- 
strong). The  overall  “poor”  showing  may  be 
related  to  sunny  Sep  weather  that  encouraged 
many  warblers  to  simply  overfly  our  Region.  In 
fall  2001,  we  opined  that  much  coastal  overcast 
contributed  to  a “strong”  warbler  showing. 

Perhaps  the  most  appreciated  warbler  was  a 
glowing  male  Golden-winged  at  Pt.  Reyes  27- 

29  Sep  (Mike  Bumgardner,  Dennis  Braddy, 
tDWN,  m.  ob.).  Among  rarer  vagrants  were  4 
Virginia’s,  2 Lucy’s,  and  3 Prothonotary.  The 
Farallones  hosted  the  only  Cape  May  (27  Sep) 
and  Mourning  Warblers  (2  birds,  31  Aug — 26 
Sep;  KNN,  Adam  Brown);  and  the  only  Hooded 
was  at  Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  14 — 16  Sep  (LLu, 
CLu,  DN).  A remarkable  3 Connecticut  War- 
blers were  documented  in  a down  year:  10  Sep 
on  Mt.  Davidson,  S.F.  (fPSa);  14  Sep  at  Muir 
Beach,  Marin  (banded,  fide  RS);  and  2 Oct  on 
El.  (R.  Digaudio  et  al.). 

A totally  unexpected  Kentucky  Warbler  vis- 
ited a backyard  in  Granite  Bay,  Placer  15-16 
Nov  (Virginia  VanDermeer,  ph.  WEG  et  al.). 
Other  interesting  warblers  inland  included 
Chestnut-sideds  in  Tilden  Park,  Contra  Costa 
18  Sep  (tES)  and  at  Davis  15  Sep  (2nd  Yolo 
record;  Laura  Davis),  and  3 Prairies:  8 Sep  at 
Grass  L.,  Plumas  (first  county  record,  tColin 
Dillingham),  17-19  Sep  in  Yosemite  Valley, 
Mariposa  (tDLSu),  and  13  Nov  at  Mill  Cr., 
Mono  (River  Gates). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  same  downward  trends  that  affected  war- 
blers were  apparent  in  tanagers,  grosbeaks,  and 
icterids.  Only  5 Summer  Tanagers  were 
located,  but  one  was  inland  along  the  Calav- 
eras R.  near  Jenny  Lind  22-24  Nov  (tGjH,  m. 
ob.),  a first  for  Calaveras.  At  that  same  spot  on 
15  Sep  was  Calaveras’s  first  Baltimore  Oriole 
(Dan  Cooper,  JCS),  the  only  one  all  fall.  Num- 
bers of  vagrant  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  (11, 
including  two  summering  in  early  Aug),  Indigo 
Buntings  (5),  and  Bobolinks  (7)  were  well 
below  expected  averages. 

Sparrows,  however,  were  nicely  represented. 
A wintering  Green-tailed  Towhee  arrived  in 
Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  21  Oct  (ph.  RC,  DR), 
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and  vagrants  appeared  at  Big  Basin  Redwoods 
S.E,  Santa  Cruz  13  Sep  (DLSu)  and  Babel 
Slough,  Yolo  28-29  Sep  (JKn).  A California 
Towhee  at  Tuolumne  Meadows,  Yosemite  N.P., 
Tuolumne  18  Sep  (DLSu)  was  very  high  (2580 
m elev.).  Reaching  the  coast  were  55  Clay-col- 
ored, 8 Brewer’s,  4 American  Tree,  and  5 Vesper 
Sparrows;  unexpected  inland  Vespers  were  at 
Chester,  Plumas  22  Aug  (HG)  and  High  Valley, 
Lake  4-25  Oct  (DvW,  JRW).  Four  Black- 
throated  Sparrows  were  coastal  (3  on  EL,  one 
in  Mendocino  14  Sep;  tJRW),  and  one  banded 
at  Devils  Postpile  N.M.  13  Aug  (Yen  Luc,  Noah 
Hamm)  was  a first  for  Madera.  Two  coastal 
Lark  Buntings  were  complemented  by  a proba- 
ble winterer  on  the  C.V  floor  in  Madera  26 
Nov+  (tEdmond  Case  et  al.)  and  an  exception- 
ally high-elevation  bird  (3210  m elev.)  in  Patri- 
arch Grove,  White  Mts.,  Mono  12-13  Aug 
(Gary  Bloomfield).  Among  a few  Lapland 
Longspurs  reaching  the  coast  was  S.F.  city’s  first 
at  Candlestick  Pt.  4 Nov  (tADeM);  another 
was  at  n.  L.  Tahoe,  Placer  29  Sep  (EP,  WRi). 
Eight  coastal  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs 
after  12  Oct  was  a fair  showing,  and  9 at  Crow- 
ley L.  19  Oct  was  a good  number  for  Mono 
(Chris  Howard,  JLD).  What  appeared  to  be  the 
same  imm.  Snow  Bunting  was  both  at  Pt. 
Cabrillo  10  Nov  (ph.  John  Klein)  and  Laguna 
Pt.  11-16  Nov  (Fei  Tom,  Richard  Gage,  ph. 
MAM,  ph.  RJK,  m.  ob.),  just  the  2nd  for  Men- 
docino. Another  was  at  Mad  R.  Slough  W.A., 
Humboldt  30  Oct — 21  Nov  (JTz,  tDFx,  JCP, 
EE),  and  a very  unexpected  3rd  was  in  Tilden 
Park  28  Nov  (tBarbara  Kelly),  a first  for  Contra 
Costa. 

As  noted  above,  it  was  a poor  fall  for  gros- 
beaks and  relatives.  Four  coastal  Blue  Gros- 
beaks were  scattered  from  Humboldt  to  Santa 
Cruz,  and  an  imm.  Painted  Bunting  was  in  Lin- 
coln Park,  S.F.  31  Aug  (tNate  Dias).  A Rusty 
Blackbird  was  behind  the  Bear  Valley  visitor 
center,  Marin  9-25  Nov  (tGWPo,  ph.  RS).  The 
only  orioles  of  note  were  7 coastal  Orchards 
and  the  inland  Baltimore.  Finches  were  notably 
absent.  A female-plumaged  Cassin’s  Finch  was 
described  among  a flight  of  Purples  on  Mt. 
Davidson,  S.E  21  Oct  (tPSa).  An  unexpectedly 
low-elevation  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  was 
in  a Jeffrey  Pine  forest  s.  of  Mono  Lake,  Mono 
15  Sep  OLD). 

CORRIGENDA 

DLSu  forwards  these  corrections  to  our  spring 
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2002  report:  the  Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Wat- 
sonville, Santa  Cruz  actually  stayed  through  7 
May,  and  a 17  May  breeding  record  of  Great- 
tailed Grackle  from  Hollister  was  actually  the 
2nd  San  Benito  nesting  (not  the  first,  see  Field 
Notes  52:  501). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  bold- 
faced): Jim  & Helen  Banks,  William  G.  Bous- 
man  ( Santa  Clara),  Penelope  K.  Bowen  (Alpine 
& Calaveras ),  Byron  Cariss,  Rita  Carratello, 
George  E.  Chaniot,  Luke  Cole  (Kings),  Chris 
Conard  (Sacramento  & Yolo),  Chris  Corben, 
Hugh  Cotter,  Jeff  N.  Davis,  Al  DeMartini, 
Brace  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties),  Jon  L.  Dunn, 
Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (S.F.  city),  Alan 
M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias, 
Chris  G. Emmons,  David  Fix  (Humboldt),  Rick 
Fournier  (RF),  Rob  Fowler,  James  H.  Gain 
(Stanislaus),  Steve  Gerow,  Steven  A.  Glover 
(Contra  Costa),  Helen  Green,  William  E.  Gren- 
fell Jr.,  Steve  C.  Hampton,  W.  Edward  Harper, 
Stanley  W.  Harris,  Cliff  Hawley,  Gjon  Hazard, 
Rob  Hewitt,  Craig  Hohenberger,  Alan  S.  Hop- 
kins, Chris  Howard,  Steven  N.  G.  Howell,  John 
E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Irwin,  Robert  J.  Keif- 
fer  (Mendocino),  Jon  King,  Robin  L.C.  Leong 
(Napa  & Solano),  Tom  W.  Leskiw,  Cindy  Lieu- 
rance,  Les  Lieurance,  Jim  Lomax,  John  S. 
Luther,  Eugene  Y.  Makishima,  Michael  J.  Mam- 
moser,  Matthew  A.  Matthiessen,  Sean  McAllis- 
ter, Guy  McCaskie,  Mac  McCormick  (Sierra  & 
Plumas),  Peter  j.  Metropulos  (San  Mateo), 
Joseph  Morlan,  Dan  Nelson  (DN),  David  W. 
Nelson  (DWN),  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono),  Ed 
Pandolfino  (Placer),  Michael  Perrone,  Point 
Reyes  Bird  Observatory,  Gary  W.  Potter,  Jude 
C.  Power  (Humboldt),  Peter  Pyle  (EL),  Will 
Richardson,  Robert  J.  Richmond  (Alameda), 
Michael  M.  Rogers,  Don  Roberson  (Monterey), 
John  C.  Robinson,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Ruth  A. 
Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Paul  Saraceni,  Debra  L. 
Shearwater,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Sterling, 
Tim  Steurer  (El  Dorado),  Bradley  M.  Stovall, 
GaryJ.  Strachan,  Emilie  Strauss,  David  L.  Sud- 
djian  (DLSu;  Santa  Cruz),  Scott  B.  Terrill, 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim  Tietz,  Dorothy  Tobkin, 
John  Trochet,  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  & San 
Benito ),  David  Vander  Pluym,  Chuck  E. 
Vaughn,  Sally  Walters,  Jerry  R.  White  (Lake), 
Brian  D.  Williams  (Nevada),  Dave  Woodward, 
Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  were  not  specifically  cited;  all  are 
appreciated.  C? 
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The  prolonged  drought  conditions  in 
the  Region  continued  through  the 
fall,  though  effects  on  migration 
through  the  Region  were  unclear.  Highlights 
of  the  fall  included  three  Streaked  Shearwa- 
ters offshore  (the  first  for  the  Region)  and  an 
adult  Little  Stint  in  Los  Angeles  County. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  tie.  Kern); 
E.A.EB.  (Edwards  Air  Force  Base,  se.  Kent); 
EC.R.  (Furnace  Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley 
National  Monument,  Inyo)'  G.H.F  (Galileo 
Hill  Park  in  extreme  e.  Ken i);  L.A.C.M.  (Los 
Angeles  County  Museum);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end 
of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  S.C.R.E.  (Santa 
Clara  River  Estuary  near  Ventura,  Ventura ); 
S.D.N.H.M.  (San  Diego  Natural  History 
Museum);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea, 
Imperial );  V.A.EB.  (Vandenberg  Air  Force 
Base  in  w.  Santa  Barbara );  VC.G.R  (Ventura 
County  Game  Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  Naval 
Air  Station,  Ventura).  Because  virtually  all 
rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by  many 
observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially  find- 
ing and  identifying  the  bird  are  included. 
Documentation  for  species  on  the  California 
Bird  Records  Committee  (C.B.R.C.)  review 
list  is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C.  Secretary 
and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 


LOONS  THROUGH  IBIS 

Only  3 Pacific  Loons  were  reported  inland  22 
Oct  and  later  (CR,  TAB,  C & JM).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  12 
Aug — 13  Oct  (AW)  was  unusually  far  s.  and 
may  have  summered  locally;  one  on  L. 
Casitas,  Ventura  1 Nov  (BSi)  and  another  on 
L.  Perris,  Riverside  10  Nov+  (HK)  were 
inland,  where  accidental. 

Northern  Fulmars  moved  into  s.  California 
waters  in  Nov  as  indicated  by  4 off  La  Jolla  9 
Nov  (GMcC),  11  off  W.  Cove  Pt.  on  San 
Clemente  1.  25  Nov  (BLS),  and  130  during  a 
pelagic  birding  trip  off  Pt.  Conception,  Santa 
Barbara  30  Nov  (DMH).  A Bullers  Shearwater 
found  recently  dead  in  Coronado,  Scot  Diego  1 
Oct  (SW)  had  recently  ovulated  and  still 
retained  one  ovum  with  yolk  (PU; 
*S.D.N.H.M.),  quite  surprising  for  a species 
that  only  breeds  around  New  Zealand.  A 
Streaked  Shearwater  1 1 km  off  Santa  Cruz  1. 
7 Sep  (DMH),  another  about  16  km  s.  of  Santa 
Barbara  26  Oct  (EA,  LRB),  and  a 3rd  seen 
from  W.  Cove  Pt.  on  San  Clemente  I.  24  Nov 
(BLS,  EK)  were  the  first  to  be  reported  in  s. 
California.  A Flesh-footed  Shearwater,  scarce 
off  s.  California,  was  seen  from  W.  Cove  Pt.  on 
San  Clemente  I.  25  Nov  (BLS).  A Manx  Shear- 
water off  the  Santa  Maria  R.  mouth,  San  Luis 
Obispo/Santa  Barbara  8 Sep  (BKS)  provides 
yet  another  record  for  s.  California.  An  Ashy 
Storm-Petrel  found  on  a street  in  San  Diego  10 
Sep  (PU;  *S.D.N.H.M.)  was  the  3rd  such 
record  in  the  past  20  years.  A loose  flock  of 
1 1+  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  8 km  w.  of  San 
Miguel  I.  28  Sep  (DMH)  is  far  more  than  pre- 
viously seen  at  one  time  in  s.  California; 
another  was  photographed  off  Avila,  San  Luis 
Obispo  21  Sep  (BKS). 

A Red-billed  Tropicbird  was  seen  during  a 
pelagic  birding  trip  off  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles 
3 Aug  (DMH),  2 were  photographed  26  km 
off  San  Diego  1 1 Aug  (Mj),  2 more  were  seen 
on  a trip  off  Point  Conception,  Santa  Barbara 
28  Sep  (DMH)  and  at  least  5 were  seen  from 
San  Clemente  I.  between  4 Aug  and  19  Sep 
(BLS,  CRK).  A Blue-footed  Booby  was  well 
seen  from  W.  Cove  Pt.  on  San  Clemente  I.  17 
Nov  (BLS);  the  only  other  boobies  reported 
were  unidentified  imrns.  off  Pt.  Vicente,  Los 
Angeles  1 Sep  (DMH)  and  off  La  Jolla,  San 
Diego  9 Aug  (GCH,  JAM). 

The  Little  Blue  Heron  found  at  Bolsa  Chica 
9 May  remaining  through  17  Aug  (DRW),  an 
ad.  near  Blythe,  Riverside  9 Aug — 9 Sep  (RH), 
an  ad.  at  Laguna  Dam,  Imperial  4 Sep 
(RLMcK),  and  an  imm.  near  Chino,  Riverside 
9-16  Sep  (JEP)  were  the  only  4 reported  away 
from  coastal  San  Diego.  The  Tricolored  Heron 
at  Point  Mugu,  Ventura  since  25  Jun  was  still 
present  1 0 Aug  (DPe),  and  another  was  at  Los 
Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  9-11  Aug  (JP).  The  ad. 
Reddish  Egret  at  Point  Mugu  since  15  Sep 
2001  was  still  present  at  the  end  of  the 
period,  and  accompanied  by  an  imm.  5 Sep — 
11  Nov  (OA);  single  birds  were  at  Malibu,  Los 
Angeles  20  Sep  (MK)  and  along  the  Los  Ange- 
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les  R.  in  Paramount,  Los  Angeles  4-22  Sep 
(RBa),  up  to  2 were  on  the  Santa  Ana  R.  in 
Huntington  Beach/Costa  Mesa,  Orange  27 
Jul — 10  Nov  (LRH,  JLD),  another  was  at 
Bolsa  Chica  9 Oct — -6  Nov  (COJ),  and  at  least 
4 were  found  along  the  coast  of  Sun  Diego 
during  the  period  (MUE);  inland,  single  birds 
were  at  S.E.S.S.  7-18  Sep  (LW)  and  14  Nov+ 
(KZK),  and  N.E.S.S.  19-20  Oct  (DG);  an  ema- 
ciated imm.  in  Poway,  San  Diego  6 Sep  (PU; 
*S.D.N.H.M.)  was  away  from  any  body  of 
water.  The  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
found  on  San  Elijo  Lagoon,  San  Diego  1 1 Jun 
was  still  present  24  Sep  (RTP),  and  an 
another  was  in  Ventura,  19  Sep — 26  Nov 
(GF).  A Glossy  Ibis  was  well  studied  in  the 
Prado  Basin,  Riverside  13-19  Sep  (JEP). 

DUCKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Tufted  Duck  at  L.  Perris  2-10  Nov  (TAB, 
HK)  was  probably  the  same  bird  present  at 
this  location  last  winter.  The  male  Harlequin 
Duck  on  Mission  Bay  in  San  Diego  during  the 
last  two  winters  was  again  present  26  Oct+ 
(BD).  Reports  of  scoters  inland  included  9 
Surf  Scoters  at  various  locations  in  the  Owens 
Valley,  Inyo  between  13  Oct  and  24  Nov  (T& 
JH)  along  with  single  birds  in  Barstow,  San 
Bernardino  2 Nov  (HK),  near  Little  Rock  in 
the  Antelope  Valley,  Los  Angeles  20  Oct  (JFe), 
and  at  Desert  Center,  Riverside  20  Oct 
(CMcG),  a remarkable  flock  of  50  Surfs  along 
with  a White-winged  and  2 Black  Scoters  at 
North  Shore,  Riverside  16  Nov  (TAB),  and 
single  White-winged  Scoters  at  EC.R.  1 Nov 
(T&JH)  and  Tinenraha  Res.  near  Big  Pine, 
Inyo  9 Nov+  (T&JH).  A Long-tailed  Duck  at 
F.C.R.  1 Nov  (T&JH)  and  another  on 
Tinemaha  Res.  near  Big  Pine  30  Nov — 1 Dec 
(JLD)  were  inland. 

A Northern  Goshawk  near  Ridgecrest, 
Ken i 16  Nov+  (JN)  was  quite  far  south.  A 
Harris’s  Hawk  was  still  present  at  Borrego 
Springs,  San  Diego  30  Oct  (PJ).  The  Broad- 
winged Hawk  that  arrived  on  San  Clemente  1. 
31  Oct  2001  was  last  seen  10  Oct  (BLS); 
migrants  included  single  birds  at  V.A.EB.  6 
Oct  (BKH),  Hansen  Dam,  Los  Angeles  5 Oct 
(KLG),  Rolling  Hills,  Los  Angeles  24  Sep  (LA; 
*L.A.C.M.),  Irvine,  Orange  8 Oct  (JEP)  and 
Point  Loma,  Sun  Diego  1 1 Oct  QAM)  on  the 
coast,  and  at  EC.R.  1 Nov  (T&JH),  G.H.P  28 
Sep — 2 Oct  (TEW)  and  6-16  Oct  (TEW),  and 
at  Desert  Center  29  Sep  (CMcG)  inland.  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  near  El  Centro,  Imperial 
26-27  Sep  (KZK)  was  evidently  a migrant, 
but  individuals  in  Santa  Barbara/Goleta  26 
Oct+  (HPR),  the  Upper  Ojai  Valley,  Ventura 
19  Nov  (BSi),  San  Juan  Capistrano,  Orange  24 
Nov  (SM)  and  Escondido,  San  Diego  9 Oct+ 
(MF),  and  inland  at  Brawley,  Imperial  29  Oct+ 
(AK)  were  all  probably  wintering  locally.  A 
Crested  Caracara  near  Oxnard,  Ventura  8 
Aug  (A&JC)  adds  one  more  to  the  recent 
reports  from  along  the  California  coast. 

Four  Sandhill  Cranes  at  Desert  Center  1 1 


TV'' 




Sep  (CMcG)  were  early  and  at  an  unusual 
place.  The  only  American  Golden-Plovers 
were  2 inland  at  S.E.S.S.  14  Oct  (JLD, 
GMcC).  Nine  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  seen 
along  the  coast  between  15  Aug  and  3 Nov 
(GPS,  BKS,  DD,  GCH,  RT),  along  with  single 
birds  inland  at  E.A.EB.  8-13  Oct  (MSanM) 
and  near  Chino  1 1 Aug  (JEP),  were  migrants; 
5 in  Seal  Beach,  Orange  21  Oct  (JFi)  and  sin- 
gle birds  at  Bolsa  Chica  2 Sep+  (BED)  and  at 
the  Tijuana  R.  mouth,  San  Diego  28  Aug+ 
(RTP),  along  with  17  on  San  Clemente  I.  10 
Oct  + (JHP,  HAC)  were  believed  to  be  at  win- 
tering localities. 

A Wandering  Tattler  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Sep 
(KZK)  was  inland.  Single  Ruddy  Turnstones 
on  Owens  L.,  Inyo  28-30  Aug  (MR)  and  23 
Sep  (ZR),  and  near  Blythe  1-2  Sep  (RH)  were 
inland  and  away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  A Black 
Turnstone  at  S.E.S.S.  1-8  Aug  (GMcC)  is  one 
of  a very  few  to  be  found  inland  in  fall.  Single 
Red  Knots,  extremely  rare  inland  away  from 
the  Salton  Sea,  were  near  Lancaster,  Los  Ange- 
les 4 Sep  (MSanM)  and  at  E.A.EB.  11-13  Sep 
(MSanM)  and  26  Aug  (AH).  An  ad.  Little 
Stint  in  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  25-26  Aug 
(KLa)  is  the  7th  to  be  found  in  California.  A 
juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  at  E.A.EB.  19-22 
Oct  (VH,  TMcG)  was  the  2nd  to  be  recorded 
in  Kern,  and  another  was  on  the  coast  in 
Irvine  29  Sep  (LO).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Inde- 
pendence, Inyo  25  Aug  (RAH),  another  near 
Lancaster  30  Aug  (KA),  up  to  2 at  VC.G.P.  6- 
10  Sep  (TMcG),  and  single  birds  near 
Oxnard,  Ventura  11  Nov  (DVP)  and  Ana- 
heim, Orange  19-26  Sep  (BSa)  were  the  only 
ones  found  away  from  S.E.S.S.  Three  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  found,  with  one 
inland  at  E.A.EB.  11-14  Sep  (TMcG),  and  sin- 
gle birds  along  the  coast  on  San  Clemente  I. 
4-25  Sep  (BLS)  and  the  near  Imperial  Beach, 
San  Diego  3-10  Oct  (GMcC).  Seven  Ruffs 
were  reported,  with  single  birds  along  the 
coast  at  VC.G.P.  1-28  Sep  (DD),  at  Bolsa 
Chica  15  Sep  (IB),  near  Imperial  Beach  5-15 
Sep  (EC)  and  14  Sep — 6 Oct  (DPa),  and  s. 
San  Diego  Bay  25  Oct  + (GMcC,  DPa),  and 
inland  at  E.A.EB.  25-28  Sep  (TMcG)  and  near 
Brawley  1 Nov  (GMcC).  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  at  C.L.  26-27  Sep  (SSt),  Owens  L. 
28  Aug  (CL-J),  EC.R.  11  Oct  (RF),  in  the 
Prado  Basin  19  Sep  (JEP),  and  S.E.S.S.  17  Nov 
(BQ)  were  inland  ware  rare. 

A South  Polar  Skua  seen  from  W.  Cove  Pt. 
on  San  Clemente  I.  8 Sep  (BLS)  was  unusu- 
ally close  to  land.  The  only  jaegers  found 
inland  were  2 juv.  Parasitic  Jaegers  at  N.E.S.S. 
11-14  Oct  (CMcG),  a juv  Long-tailed  Jaeger 
at  Owens  L.,  Inyo  19-21  Aug  (JED)  and  an  ad. 
photographed  at  N.E.S.S.  Oct  4 (CMcG),  and 
single  unidentified  jaegers  at  N.E.S.S.  29  Sep 
(CMcG)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  26  Sep  (KZK).  A 
Laughing  Gull  in  Santa  Maria,  Santa  Barbara 
26  Nov  (KZ)  and  one  near  Blythe  28  Jul — 10 
Aug  (RH)  were  the  only  2 reported  away  from 
the  Salton  Sea.  As  expected,  small  numbers  of 


Franklin’s  Gulls  passed  through  the  Region 
between  8 Aug  and  3 Nov,  including  at  least 

15  in  the  Imperial  Valley.  A first-winter  Little 
Gull  was  seen  moving  s.  with  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  from  Pt.  Vicente,  Los  Angeles  24  Nov 
(MSanM).  Up  to  2 somewhat  early  Mew 
Gulls  at  S.E.S.S.  25  Oct— 1 Nov  (GCH,  DSC), 
another  in  Brawley  1 Nov  (GMcC),  and  2 
juvs.  at  E.A.EB.  3 Nov  (TMcG,  MSanM)  were 
inland.  Two  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  reported 
inland,  including  an  ad.  at  E.A.EB.  11-14  Sep 
(MSanM)  and  a juv.  near  Calipatria,  Imperial 
18  Sep  (GMcC).  Numbers  of  Common  Terns 
seen  moving  through  s.  California  have 
declined  dramatically  in  the  past  10  years  and 
are  now  rarely  reported  from  the  interior 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea;  single  birds  at  C.L. 
9-11  Sep  (SSt),  near  Cantil,  Kern  25  Sep 
(TMcG),  and  at  Hansen  Dam  18  Aug  (KLG) 
were  of  note.  An  Arctic  Tern  at  S.C.R.E.  20 
Aug  (JEP,  DEW)  is  one  of  a very  few  found  on 
shore. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Single  Band-tailed  Pigeons  at  G.H.P  12  Oct 
(TEW),  near  Blythe  9-11  Nov  (RH),  and  on 
San  Clemente  1.  8 Oct  (AMC)  were  away 
from  areas  of  normal  occurrence.  From  the 
number  of  White-winged  Doves  reported  on 
the  Channel  Islands— e g.,  3 San  Nicolas  I.  24 
Sep  (WW)  and  13  on  San  Clemente  1.  22  Aug 
through  2 Oct,  with  a high  count  of  7 on  11 
Sep  (BES) — compared  to  the  number  seen 
along  the  coast  (8  this  fall),  it  appears  many 
westward  vagrants  overshoot  the  coast.  Six 
Ruddy  Ground-Doves  were  reported,  includ- 
ing a female  at  EC.R.  6 Oct  OLD),  a male 
there  11-18  Nov  (RF,  TMcG),  and  up  to  4 
near  Blythe  26  Oct — 16  Nov  (RH,  HK). 

A Chimney  Swift  flying  with  Vaux’s  Swifts 
over  Malibu,  Los  Angeles  11  Oct  (TMcG)  pro- 
vides one  of  a very  few  records  in  fall.  A 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in  Claremont,  Los 
Angeles  8-21  Sep  (MJSanM)  is  only  the  2nd 
reported  in  California  since  1999.  A minor 
flight  of  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  brought  small 
numbers  to  s.  California,  with  one  near  Impe- 
rial Beach  5-6  Oct  (MS)  and  2 at  Niland, 
Imperial  25-27  Oct  (BMi)  being  the  southern- 
most. Single  Acorn  Woodpeckers  at  Califor- 
nia City,  Ken i 21  Sep  (TEW),  G.H.P  22-29 
Sep  (KLe),  Morongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino  19 
Oct  (TAB),  and  on  San  Clemente  I.  6 Oct 
(BLS)  had  wandered  far  from  areas  of 
expected  occurrence.  A Williamson’s  Sap- 
sucker  in  Morongo  Valley  1-5  Oct  (AEK,  KG) 
and  another  in  Fullerton,  Orange  21  Nov 
(DLP)  were  at  unexpected  locations.  Nine 
reports  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  included 
single  juvs.  as  far  s.  as  near  Niland,  Imperial 

16  Nov+  (TAB)  and  in  Brawley  14  Nov 
(GMcC).  A White-headed  Woodpecker  in 
Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  25  Nov  (MSanM)  was  at 
a low  elevation,  and  another  in  California 
City,  Kem  5 Oct+  (AEK)  was  far  from  any 
area  of  normal  occurrence. 
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FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  VIREOS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  near  El  Centro  29 
Aug — 14  Sep  (GMcC)  was  the  earliest  fall 
migrant  ever  for  the  Salton  Sink,  as  was  a 
Western  Wood-Pewee  at  S.E.S.S.  1 Aug 
(GMcC).  A well-described  but  silent  Alder 
Flycatcher  was  at  Deep  Springs,  Inyo  13  Sep 
(JED).  Five  Least  Flycatchers  were  along  the 
coast  8 Sep — 29  Oct,  with  others  inland  at 
Cactus  City,  Riverside  3 Oct  (TEW)  and  near 
El  Centro  20  Sep  (KZK).  Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catchers were  well  studied  near  Cantil,  Kent 
4 Oct  (MSanM,  TMcG)  and  at  nearby  Califor- 
nia City  5 Oct  (TE,  VH);  another  E mpidonax 
photographed  near  Pt.  Mugu  10-29  Oct 
(DPe)  was  also  likely  this  species.  Six  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  noted  after  22  Oct;  only  one,  at 
Huntington  Beach,  Orange  18  Nov  (JEP)  was 
along  the  coast.  A Brown-crested  Flycatcher 
at  California  City  27-28  Sep  (JCW)  was  the 
first  ever  noted  on  the  Kern  deserts  and 
among  the  few  ever  found  away  from  breed- 
ing areas  in  the  state.  In  addition  to  15  Trop- 
ical Kingbirds  along  the  coast  after  22  Sep, 
some  of  which  remained  to  winter,  one  was  at 
Desert  Center,  Riverside  20  Sep  (CMcG).  A 
Thick-billed  Kingbird  at  Santa  Paula,  Ventura 
19  Nov+  (SHe)  was  the  only  one  reported. 
Single  Cassin's  Kingbirds  near  El  Centro  22 
Sep  (KZK)  and  Niland  15  Oct  (GMcC)  were 
in  the  Imperial  Valley,  where  casual.  A West- 
ern Kingbird  at  FC.R.  6 Oct  (JED)  was  the 
latest  fall  record  for  Inyo.  Six  Eastern  King- 
birds were  found  2-29  Sep,  with  4 along  the 
coast  and  2 in  e.  Kent 

Northern  Shrikes  were  n.  of  Bishop,  Inyo  28 
Oct+  (JLD)  and  at  FC.R.  3 Nov  (ad.;  JLD).  A 
Cassin’s  Vireo  at 
Inyokern  5 Aug  (LK) 
provided  the  earliest 
fall  record  for  Kern. 

Yellow-throated  Vireos 
at  Wilmington,  Los 
Angeles  30  Sep — 6 Oct 
(RN),  Pt.  Lonta,  San 
Diego  19  Oct  (G&AH), 
and  G.H.P.  13  Oct 
(TEW)  constituted  a 
good  showing  for  a 
species  that  averages 
about  one  per  fall  in 
the  Region.  Bell’s 
Vireos,  rarely  seen  in 
migration,  were  in  Tor- 
rance, Los  Angeles  1-8 
Sep  (MB,  DM)  and 
Anaheim  18  Sep — 4 
Oct  (DRW);  an  excep- 
tionally late  bird  was  n. 
of  Bishop  4 Dec  (J&DP),  and  singles  were  at 
S.E.S.S.  26  Oct  (DSC),  21  Nov+  (GMcC),  and 
24  Nov  (KZK).  Philadelphia  Vireos  were  at 
California  City  14  Sep  (JCW),  Blythe  27-29 
Sep  (HK,  RH),  and  San  Clemente  1.  3 Oct 
(BLS).  The  only  Red-eyed  Vireos  reported 
were  n.  of  Bishop  21-25  Aug  (J&DP),  in  New- 


port Beach,  Orange  31  Aug  (DRW),  and  in 
Redlands,  San  Bernardino  22  Sep  (RLMcK).  A 
Yellow-green  Vireo  was  photographed  on  San 
Clemente  1.  18  Sep  (JHP,  BLS). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Small  numbers  of  migrant  Purple  Martins 
were  noted  22  Aug — 21  Sep,  including  2 
hums,  on  San  Clemente  I.  15  Sep  (BLS).  A 
Winter  Wren  at  Stovepipe  Wells,  Death  Valley 
National  Park,  Inyo  2 Nov  (JLD,  T&rJH) 
exhibited  some  characters  of  the  boreal/east- 
ern hiemalis  group.  At  least  5 Chestnut- 
backed  Chickadees  in  the  Goleta/Santa  Bar- 
bara area  20  Aug+  suggest  a continued  range 
expansion  of  this  species  southward  along 
the  coast.  Relatively  few  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  found  in  the  lowlands,  but 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  of  the  coastal 
aculcata  group  underwent  a substantial 
movement  into  the  lowlands  of  the  coast  and 
w.  deserts  after  mid-Aug.  A Pygmy  Nuthatch 
at  Morongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino  20  Sep 
(BMo)  was  at  an  unusual  locality. 

A California  Gnatcatcher  well  studied  at 
DeForest  Park,  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  14 
Sep  (KLa)  was  in  an  urban  area  some  18  km 
from  the  nearest  breeding  areas  of  this  very 
sedentary  Threatened  species.  Mountain 
Bluebirds  were  more  common  and  wide- 
spread on  the  deserts  than  usual,  and  some 
small  flocks  reached  coastal  areas.  A Catharas 
photographed  near  El  Centro  15-16  Sep 
(KZK)  appeared  to  be  a Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  and  is  currently  under  review  by  the 
C.B.R.C. 

Gray  Catbirds  were  found  on  Pt.  Loma  18 
Oct  (BeM)  and  21  Oct 
(EC)  and  inland  at  Cuya- 
maca  State  Park,  San 
Diego  17  Nov  (TMcG, 
MSanM),  n.  of  Blythe  13- 
18  Oct  (RH),  G.H.P  23 
Oct  (VH),  Ridgecrest  25 
Oct  (SSt),  and  n.  of 
Bishop  27  Oct  (J&DP). 
Brown  Thrashers,  seem- 
ingly decreasing  as  a 
vagrant  to  California, 
were  at  Shoshone,  Inyo 
28  Sep  (JEP),  G.H.P.  14- 
28  Oct  (SSt),  and  Pt. 
Loma  30  Oct  (MS).  Red- 
throated  Pipits  made 
only  a minor  showing, 
with  one  on  San 
Clemente  I.  30  Sep — -1 
Oct  (BLS),  one  at  Pt. 
Hueneme,  Ventura  5 Oct 
(TMcG),  and  up  to  2 near  Imperial  Beach  5-18 
Oct  (GMcC). 

WARBLERS 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  near  Cantil  4 Oct 
(MSanM)  provided  only  the  2nd  fall  record 
for  Kent.  Sixteen  Tennessee  Warblers  were 


found  on  the  coastal  slope  19  Sep — 10  Nov,  | 
and  6 more  were  in  e.  Kem  10  Sep — 13  Oct. 
Twenty-five  Virginia’s  Warblers  were  on  the 
coast  30  Aug — 19  Oct,  plus  a very  late  bird  in 
Lakewood,  Los  Angeles  16  Nov  (KSG);  11  I 
more  were  on  the  deserts  of  Kem  and  Inyo  11 
Aug — 15  Sep.  Lucy’s  Warblers  were  on  the 
coast  at  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  1 Oct 
(BKS),  VA.EB.  19  Sep  (BKH),  Goleta  2 Oct 
(PK),  and  Irvine  7 Sep  (LDT);  one  was  at 
Blythe  29  Sep  (RH),  well  after  local  breeders 
had  departed.  Eight  Northern  Parulas  on  the 
coast  13  Sep — 6 Nov  were  about  normal;  an 
ad.  male  n.  of  Bishop  14-21  Aug  (J&DP)  rep- 
resented the  earliest  fall  record  for  Inyo , 
another  was  there  28  Aug — 8 Sep,  and  one 
was  at  China  L.  19  Sep  (SSt).  A Yellow  War- 
bler at  FC.R.  2 Nov  (JLD)  was  quite  late  for 
the  n.  deserts.  Ten  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
along  the  coast  23  Sep— 7 Dec  included  5 at 
Pt.  Loma;  on  the  deserts,  one  was  at  G.H.P  2- 
4 Oct  (AH).  Two  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers, males  on  San  Clemente  1.  16  Oct  (BLS) 
and  in  Coronado  6-1 1 Nov  (BF),  were  fewer 
than  expected.  Five  Magnolia  Warblers  along 
the  coast  29  Sep — 22  Oct  and  3 more  on  the 
Kem  desert  21  Sep — 12  Oct  were  about  nor- 
mal. Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  at  J 
Oceano,  San  Luis  Obispo  10  Oct  (BAB), 
Goleta  2-14  Oct  (JH),  Huntington  Beach  22 
Sep  (LDT),  and  Pt.  Loma  22  Sep  (SSm);  | 
another  in  National  City,  San  Diego  23  Oct+ 
(DWA)  returned  for  its  7th  winter.  A Hermit 
Warbler  near  El  Centro  6 Aug  (KZK)  estab- 
lished the  earliest  fall  record  for  the  Salton 
Sink.  Five  Blackburnian  Warblers  were  on  the 
coast  21  Sep — 24  Oct,  and  a very  late  bird 
was  at  Hemet,  Riverside  23  Nov  (CT).  A ; 
Grace’s  Warbler  was  in  Irvine  26  Oct  (1H), 
and  another  returned  for  its  2nd  winter  on  Pt. 
Loma  11  Sep-t-  (DS,  GMcC).  Eight  Prairie  ij 
Warblers  were  at  coastal  or  island  localities 
15  Sep — 20  Oct.  At  least  31  Palm  Warblers  | 
were  on  the  coastal  slope  after  28  Sep,  and 
another  10  were  on  the  deserts  1 Oct — 18 
Nov.  The  only  Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  on 
Santa  Barbara  1.  21-22  Sep  (NAL),  San 
Clemente  I.  4 Oct  (BLS),  and  in  Orange, 
Orange  15-19  Oct  (NM).  Twenty-eight  Black- 
poll  Warblers  on  the  coast  13  Sep — 6 Nov 
were  augmented  by  seven  on  the  deserts  21 
Sep — 5 Oct. 

A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  in  Anaheim 
17-20  Sep  (BML),  and  another  was  in  San 
Diego  23  Sep  (PU;  *S.D.N.H.M).  The  only 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  found  in  Carpinte- 
ria  26  Sep — 25  Nov  (A&JC).  Of  9 Ovenbirds 
1 Sep — 10  Nov,  5 were  on  the  immediate  coast 
or  offshore  islands.  The  3 Mourning  Warblers 
included  one  n.  of  Bishop  22  Aug  OLD),  one 
at  Mojave,  Kern  1 1 Sep  (MJSanM),  and  a sur- 
prising ad.  male  on  Pt.  Loma  21-25  Sep  (JW, 
GMcC).  Hooded  Warblers  were  at  Newport 
Beach  12-15  Sep  (JEP),  Oceanside  11  Sep 
(SG),  and  at  Coronado  31  Oct+  (EC).  A good 
showing  of  Canada  Warblers  included  birds 


Red-throated  Pipits  have  become  annual  autumn 
vagrants  to  California,  particularly  at  traditional  areas 
such  as  the  Tijuana  River  Valley  Sod  Farms;  however, 
this  individual  photographed  1 October  2002  at  Lemon 
Tank,  San  Clemente  Island,  furnished  one  of  only  six 
records  for  the  California  Channel  islands  and  repre- 
sents a first  island  record.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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on  Santa  Barbara  I.  20  (male)  & 21  Sep 
(female;  NAL),  at  Pt.  Loma  19-20  Sep  (JW) 
and  23  Sep  (TP),  near  Imperial  Beach  6-7  Oct 
(GMcC),  inland  at  N.  Haiwee  Res.,  Inyo  8 Sep 
(SSt),  and  at  Hemet,  Riverside  4 Oct  (CT). 
Painted  Redstarts  were  at  El  Capitan,  Santa 
Barbara  31  Oct — 2 Nov  (JD),  near  Inyokern 
29  Sep — 1 Oct  (J&TM),  and  at  Palm  Desert, 
Riverside  after  mid-Sep  (KG).  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat  in  Manhattan  Beach,  Los  Ange- 
les 12  Nov+  (KLa)  was  exceptionally  late. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  ad.  male  Scarlet  Tanager  retaining  most  of 
its  alternate  plumage  was  on  San  Nicolas  1.  on 
the  unlikely  date  of  8 Aug  (SHa);  a late  fall 
vagrant  was  at  Lemon  Heights,  Orange  24-27 
Nov  QEP). 

Up  to  4 American  Tree  Sparrows  were  at 
EC.R.  1-30  Nov  (T&JH);  farther  s.,  one  at 
G.H.P  12-13  Oct  (TEW)  was  the  earliest  for 
Kern  by  three  weeks,  and  another  was  at 
E.A.EB.  2 Nov  (TEW).  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  widespread,  with  30  at  various 
coastal  localities  after  31  Aug  and  at  least  13 
more  on  the  deserts  27  Aug — 16  Nov.  Black- 
chinned  Sparrows  are  rare  migrants  in  the 
Region,  so  birds  near  Seeley,  Imperial  12  Aug 
(KZK),  at  G.H.P  13  Aug  (TEW),  and  near  Pt. 
Mugu,  Ventura  3 Sep  (OA)  were  noteworthy. 
A Vesper  Sparrow  at  Montana  de  Oro  S.  P 19 
Oct  (JSR)  was  unusual  for  coastal  San  Luis 
Obispo.  Thirteen  Black-throated  Sparrows 
were  along  the  coast  20  Aug — 26  Oct.  Up  to 
6 Lark  Buntings  were  on  San  Clemente  I.  19 
Sep — 9 Oct  (BLS),  and  another  was  at  Pt. 
Loma  14-15  Sep  (DWA).  A Le  Conte’s  Spar- 
row photographed  at  EC.R.  6-7  Oct  (RBe) 
was  the  11th  to  be  found  at  this  locality.  Up 
to  3 Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  at 
Seal  Beach,  Orange,  a regular  winter  locality, 
21  Oct — 4 Nov  (JFi).  A Large-billed  Savan- 
nah Sparrow  on  San  Clemente  I.  7 Oct  (BLS) 
was  the  first  for  the  island  in  over  60  years. 
The  only  Red  Fox  Sparrow  reported  was  one 
at  G.H.P.  17  Nov  (TEW).  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  reported  only  from  Independence,  Inyo 
4 Nov  (A&LK)  and  Blythe  17  Nov+  (RH). 
Difficult  to  explain  was  a White-throated 
Sparrow  near  Ridgecrest  9 Aug  (BMe);  some 
40  others  appeared  in  the  Region  after  30  Sep. 
Two  Dark-eyed  Juncos  of  the  subspecies  cani- 
ceps  at  G.H.P.  10  Sep  OLD)  were  quite  early. 

Some  20  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
found  in  the  Region  after  1 Sep;  a summering 
bird  at  Montana  de  Oro  was  present  to  28 
Aug  (NC).  Eighteen  Indigo  Buntings,  some- 
what below  average,  were  found  7 Aug — 31 
Oct.  A Lazuli  Bunting  at  EC.R.  11-12  Oct 
(RF)  was  the  latest  for  Inyo.  An  ad.  male 
Painted  Bunting  near  El  Monte,  Los  Angeles 
1-2  Aug  (AL,  MSanM,  SSo)  appeared  to  be 
wearing  a Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  band; 
females  or  imm.  males  were  in  Bishop  5-6  Sep 
(J&DP),  at  G.H.P.  14  Sep  (TEW),  and  near 
Imperial  Beach  5 Nov  (BW).  Dickcissels  were 


at  G.H.P.  10  Sep  QEP)  and  14-21  Sep  (TEW), 
at  EC.R.  29  Sep  (ad.  male;  JEP),  and  in  Baker, 
San  Bernardino  13  Oct  (LDT). 

Only  about  30  Bobolinks  were  found  along 
the  coast  6 Sep — 31  Oct;  another  4 were  on 
the  deserts  14-29  Sep.  Rusty  Blackbirds  were 
at  Panamint  Springs,  Inyo  2-3  Nov  and  EC.R. 
2-5  Sep  (CH,  RBe),  and  coastally  on  San 
Clemente  I.  24  Oct  (BLS)  and  near  San  Pedro, 
Los  Angeles  16-28  Nov  (DMH).  Great-tailed 
Crackles  continued  their  increase  on  the  n. 
coast,  with  flocks  of  20  in  Morro  Bay  4 Aug 
(MDH)  and  25  at  Oceano  1 Nov  (TME).  A 
Common  Crackle  (of  the  expected  subspecies 
versicolor)  was  at  Panamint  Springs  3 Nov 


(GMcC).  A Bronzed  Cowbird  at  La  Quinta, 
Riverside  12  Nov+  (DLH)  was  well  outside  the 
species’  spring  and  summer  pattern  of  occur- 
rence; one  near  Calipatria  to  22  Sep  (GMcC) 
was  the  latest  for  the  Salton  Sink. 

Orchard  Orioles  were  near  Pt.  Mugu  20 
Sep  (OA,  DD),  on  San  Clemente  1.  20  Sep 
(BLS),  in  Santa  Barbara  15  Oct — 1 Nov 
(BN),  and  in  Manhattan  Beacli  16-18  Nov 
(KLa).  Seven  Baltimore  Orioles  were  along 
the  coast  after  29  Sep,  with  an  earlier  HY 
male  at  Huntington  Beach  7-13  Sep  (JLD) 
and  a female  there  15  Sep  (BED);  on  the 
deserts,  one  was  near  Niland  24-27  Oct 
(MJSanM),  and  another  was  at  Desert  Cen- 
ter 27  Oct  (DSC). 

Purple  Finches  were  more  numerous  than 
usual  on  the  n.  deserts,  with  singles  at  EC.R. 
2-5  Nov  (DH)  and  China  Ranch,  Inyo  2 Nov 
(T&JH)  and  a total  of  8 in  e.  Kern  8 Oct — 16 
Nov;  one  in  Rovana  20  Oct  (JLD)  showed 
characters  of  nominate  purpureus  from  the 
East.  Nutmeg  Mannikins  continue  their 
expansion  in  the  Santa  Barbara  area,  with  over 
40  birds  noted  through  the  period  (DMC). 
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(KLe),  Jim  and  Patty  Manion  (J&PM),  John 
A.  Martin,  Guy  McCaskie  (Imperial),  Chet 
McGaugh,  Todd  McGrath,  Robert  L.  McKer- 
nan,  Bob  Meade  (BMe),  Steve  Metildi,  Ben 
Miller  (BeM),  Bob  Miller  (BMi),  David  Moody, 
Nathan  Moorhatch,  Clark  and  Jean  Moore 
(C&JM),  Bill  Moramarco  (BMo),  Barbara 
Nehcr,  Richard  Norton,  Jeff  Novak,  Leo  Oht- 
suki,  Dennis  Parker  (DPa),  Jim  and  Dcbby 
Parker  (J&DP),  Robert  T.  Patton,  Dave  Perek- 
sta  (DPe),  John  Perkins,  James  E.  Pike, 
Jonathan  H.  Plissner,  Tim  Plunket,  David  Van- 
der  Pluym,  Dick  L.  Purvis,  Bob  Quinn,  Hugh 
P Ranson,  Chris  Rintoul,  Jim  S.  Royer,  Miko 
Ruhlen,  Zed  Ruhlen,  Matthew  Sadowski, 
Mike  San  Miguel,  Michael  J.  San  Miguel,  Bill 
Sauer  (BSa),  Brad  K.  Schram,  Brad  Sillasen 
(BSi),  Gregory  P.  Smith,  Susan  Smith  (SSm), 
Daniel  Smyth,  Steve  Sosensky  (SSo),  Susan 
Steele  (SSt),  Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Cathi  Tomsen, 
Larry  D.  Tripp,  Richard  Trissal,  Philip  Unitt, 
Walter  Wehtje  (Ventura),  Anthony  West,  Bob 
Williams,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange),  John 
C.  Wilson  (Kern),  Libby  Wolfe,  Shauna  Wolf, 
Joe  Worley,  Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Kevin  Zim- 
mer. An  additional  50+  observers  who  could 
not  be  individually  acknowledged  submitted 
reports  this  season;  all  have  our  thanks.  © 


Two  McCown's  Longspurs  were  recorded  on  San  Clemente  Island  this  fall,  including 
this  cooperative  adult  male  photographed  24  October  2002  at  Lemon  Tank,  along 
with  a first-year  female  at  the  same  location  8 October.  These  observations 
represent  the  first  two  records  for  San  Clemente  Island,  and  two  of  three 
records  for  the  California  Channel  Islands,  the  first  being  of  a male  on 
Santa  Barbara  Island  1 July  1981.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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Severe  drought  conditions  this  season 
continued  to  influence  birds  in  the 
Region,  as  discussed  below.  Coverage 
was  good  in  northwestern  Baja  California 
but  light  elsewhere.  Two  shorebirds  new  to 
Mexico — Terek  Sandpiper  and  Little  Stint — 
generated  the  most  excitement,  and  four 
other  Peninsula  firsts  were  documented.  The 
vagrant  passerine  season  was  otherwise 
modest,  especially  in  comparison  to  2001. 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Nearshore  seabird  feeding  flocks  included 
the  following  notable  totals:  10,000+  Black- 
vented  Shearwaters  (including  at  least  one 
white-backed  and  4 partially  leucistic  birds) 
off  La  Bufadora  22  Oct  (MJI  et  al.);  1200 
Brown  Pelicans  near  El  Socorro  19  Sep 
(HGdS  et  al.);  10,000  Brandts  Cormorants 
off  Bahia  Asuncion  23  Sep  (RAE  et  al.)  and 
3000+  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Santo  Tomas 
15  Oct  (MSM  et  al.);  15  Parasitic  Jaegers  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Santo  Tomas  20  Sep 
(HGdS  et  al.);  and  2000  Royal  Terns  at  Punta 
San  Carlos  29  Oct  (PAG  et  al.).  An  American 
Bittern,  very  rarely  encountered  in  B.C.S., 
was  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  25  Oct  (SGM, 
BT).  Three  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
were  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  25  Oct  (vt. 
SGM,  BT).  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  recorded  at  four  locales  (two  in  each 
state)  20  Oct-5  Nov,  with  a high  count  of  12 
at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  26  Oct  (SGM, 
BT).  An  imm.  Ross’s  Goose  was  at  the  Rio 
Santo  Tomas  estuary  5 Nov  (tJEP),  and  6 
“Lesser”  Canada  Geese  were  at  El  Rosario 
2-4  Nov  (JEP).  The  lingering  Canada  Goose 
at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  was  present 
throughout  the  period  ( fide  RC),  and  the 
saga  continues.  A team  of  Canada  Goose 
experts  organized  by  Paul  E Springer  exam- 
ined videotape  taken  25  Oct  (vt.  SGM)  and, 
contrary  to  our  spring  report,  they  believe 
the  bird  is  best  considered  the  formerly 
Endangered  Aleutian  subspecies  leucopareia , 
not  recorded  previously  in  B.C.S.  A com- 
plete discussion  is  anticipated  for  publica- 
tion elsewhere.  Blue-winged  Teal  counts  of 
200+  at  El  Rosario  25  Sep  (SNGH  et  al.)  and 
100  at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  26  Oct 
(SGM,  BT)  apparently  exceed  all  counts  in 
California. 

A juv.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  Punta 
Eugenia  15  Oct  (tJEP)  furnished  just  the 
2nd  record  for  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula,  fol- 
lowing one  at  Bahia  Tortugas  16  Oct  1997. 
At  least  6 Swainson’s  Hawks  in  fields  s.  of 
Algodones  17  Nov  (KLG,  KCM),  and  3-8  at 
Santa  Teresita  24  Sep-17  Oct  (SNGH  et  al.) 
probably  involved  some  wintering  birds. 
The  season’s  only  Zone-tailed  Hawk  in  B.C. 
was  a juv.  on  the  San  Quintin  Plain  30  Oct 
(RAH  et  al.).  A light-morph  juv.  Ferruginous 
Hawk  at  Santa  Teresita  24  Sep  (SNGH  et  al.) 
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ft  Severe  drought  conditions  in  the  state  of  Baja  California  and  adjacent  areas  were  believed  responsible  for  unusual  dis- 
\ persal  patterns  in  a number  of  species.  Representing  "resident"  species  were  the  first  Western  Scrub-Jays  and  West- 
ern Bluebirds  to  be  found  at  Catavifia/Santa  Ines,  the  first  White-breasted  Nuthatches  to  be  found  in  the  Region's  lowlands, 
and  Spotted  Towhees  venturing  well  into  the  Vizcaino  Desert.  At  least  three  jays  (with  plumage  matching  birds  from  the  Cal- 
ifornia district  rather  than  the  interior  southwestern  U.S.)  were  present  19  Sep-29  Oct  (HGdS,  ph.  MJI  et  a!.),  and  3 bluebirds 
at  Santa  Ines  29  Oct  (MSM,ph.tPAG,vt.  RAH,  RAE)  appeared  to  be  of  the  subspecies  anabelae  from  the  Sierra  San  Pedro  Mar- 
tir,  and  were  the  first  recorded  in  the  Vizcaino  Desert.  The  White-breasted  Nuthatches  were  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  21  Sep 
(SNGH),  at  Santo  Tomas  8-9  Oct  and  28  Oct-5  Nov  (both  RAE  et  al.),  and  on  the  lower  Rio  Santo  Tomas  5 Nov  (JEP).  Up  to  6 
towhees  at  Cataviha/Santa  Ines  19  Sep-29  Oct  (HGdS  et  al.)  were  more  than  ever  before,  and  one  was  s.  to  Punta  Prieta  22 
Sep  (MJI  et  al.).  All  of  the  nuthatch  and  towhee  calls  noted  were  typical  of  Pacific  coast  birds  (RAE,  SNGH,  JEP). 

Migratory  passerines  also  appear  to  have  been  impacted:  Townsend's  Solitaires  were  on  the  Vizcaino  Desert  29  Oct  at 
Rancho  El  Descanso  and  Santa  ines  (MSM  et  al.),  and  record  numbers  of  Fox  Sparrows,  Golden-crowned  Sparrows,  and  Ore- 
gon Juncos  were  recorded  in  the  lowlands  and  s.  to  Catavifia/Santa  Ines.  Most  reports  of  Fox  Sparrows  were  of  birds  resem- 
bling the  subspecies  altivagans,  followed  by  birds  resembling  unalaschensis  and  schistacea.  Reports  from  Cataviha  11 
Oct-4  Nov  were  representative  and  included  up  to  11  altivagans,  2 unalaschensis,  and  2 schistacea. 

Drought  effects  on  several  western  warbler  species  and  possibly  the  Sage  Sparrow  are  discussed  in  the  main  account. 


was  both  at  the  s.  limit  of  its  range  and  over 
two  weeks  earlier  than  any  previously  found 
in  the  Region.  A confiding  juv.  Clapper  Rail 
at  the  Rio  Santo  Tomas  estuary  20  Sep 
(HGdS,  vt.  RAH,  MSM)  provided  the  first 
record  for  that  location. 

An  impressive  horde  of  665  Semipalmated 
Plovers  was  at  El  Centenario  25  Oct  (SGM, 
BT).  Only  2 Solitary  Sandpipers  were 
detected  20  Sep-26  Oct  (vt.  SGM  et  al.).  The 
highlight  of  the  season  was  a cooperative 
Terek  Sandpiper  wintering  on  the  beach  at 
Chametla  22  Aug+  (DG,  RV,  LS,  RC),  a first 
for  the  country.  Additional 
details  will  appear  in  the  win- 
ter report.  The  lone  record  of 
a Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
was  one  captured  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla  9 Aug  (fide  RC). 

Another  Mexican  first  was  the 
juv.  Little  Stint  that  oblig- 
ingly remained  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  22-30  Oct  (ph. 

BLS,  ph.  tMJl,  ph.  TL  et  al.). 

A Dunlin  at  Lagunita  El 
Cipres  7 Sep  (RAE)  was  over 
two  weeks  earlier  than  previ- 
ous records;  Estero  Punta 
Banda  held  20  birds  on  21 
Sep,  and  the  following  day  10 
were  at  Guerrero  Negro 
(SNGH  et  al.).  This  corre- 
sponds with  early  arrivals  in 
Marin,  California,  and  pre- 
sumably elsewhere  and  may 
suggest  an  early  breeding  season  and  subse- 
quent departure  from  the  breeding  grounds 
( fide  SNGH).  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  tarried  at 
Estero  Punta  Banda,  with  3 still  present 
13-18  Oct  (vt.  RAH  et  al.).  A first-year 
Laughing  Gull,  very  rare  on  the  Pacific  coast 


of  B.C.,  was  at  El  Sauzal  29  Nov  (KAR).  An 
ad.  Herring  Gull  at  Guerrero  Negro  22  Sep 
(MJI  et  al.)  was  the  Regions  earliest  by  eight 
days.  A juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  at  Estero  Punta 
Banda  16  Oct  (MSM  et  al.)  provided  the 
Region’s  2nd  onshore  record,  following  a juv. 
at  the  same  spot  4 Oct  2001  (SNGH,  RAH). 
Noteworthy  terns  at  El  Centenario  included 
2 Gull-billeds  18  Oct  and  11  Leasts  21  Sep 
(late;  both  RC). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Ruddy  Ground-Doves  have  recently  colo- 
nized s.  B.C.S.,  and  a total  of  6 
were  found  from  La  Paz  south- 
ward 25  Oct-20  Nov  (vt.  SGM, 
BT,  tCFZ).  The  Region’s  first 
record  of  a Flammulated  Owl 
was  furnished  by  a live  bird 
inside  a house  at  Bahia  de  Los 
Angeles  12  Oct.  (CE).  Placed 
outside,  it  died  that  night  and 
the  carcass  was  photographed 
13  Oct  (ph.  G&MF)  before 
being  preserved  (*UABC  1315). 
At  least  65  Vaux’s  Swifts 
detected  in  n.  B.C.  18  Sep-29 
Oct  included  3-4  inland  around 
Catavina  22  Sep  (MJI  et  al);  in 
B.C.S.,  where  small  numbers 
may  winter,  one  was  s.  of  Todos 
Santos  28  Oct  (SGM,  BT).  A 
total  of  13  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbirds was  higher  than 
usual  for  the  Region  in  autumn 
and  included  one  of  the  peninsula’s  most 
southerly  records:  Lagunas  de  Chametla  27 
Oct  (SGM,  BT).  A sapsucker  at  San  Antonio 
25  Oct  (vt.  SGM,  BT)  showed  characters 
possibly  suggesting  a Red-naped  x Yellow- 
bellied  hybrid.  Downy  Woodpeckers  are 


quite  rare  in  the  extreme  nw.  during  fall/win- 
ter,  and  2 were  recorded  this  season:  a male 
at  Tijuana  20  Sep  (tMJl)  and  a female  at  El 
Descanso  20  Oct  (BLS,  ph.  TL,  BPG). 

Willow  Flycatchers  are  rare  to  uncommon 
fall  migrants  in  B.C.,  and  a total  of  20 
recorded  18  Sep-22  Oct  was  above  average; 
a calling  bird  at  Miraflores  26  Oct  (SGM,  BT) 
provided  the  peninsula’s  southernmost 
record  and  one  of  only  a few  for  B.C.S..  Five 
Least  Flycatchers  exceeded  expectations, 
with  individuals  al  the  Rio  Santo  Tomas 
estuary  21  Sep  (RAE)  and  5 Nov  (tJEP),  La 
Bufadora  13  Oct  (RAH  et  al.),  se.  of 
Maneadero  15  Oct  (tMSM  et  al.),  and  Punta 
Banda  16  Oct  (DSC  et  al.).  Single  Ham- 
mond’s Flycatchers  were  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Santo  Tomas  10  Oct  (JEP)  and  s.  of 
Playas  de  Tijuana  14  Oct  (DSC  et  al.),  and 
one  or  2 were  at  Punta  Banda  21-28  Oct 
(tJEP  et  al.).  An  unprecedented  5 migrant 
Dusky  Flycatchers  included  3 in  B.C.: 
Catavina  22  Sep  (SNGH,  RAE),  s.  of  Playas 
de  Tijuana  13  Oct  (RAH  et  al.),  at  La 
Bufadora  18  Oct  (RAE);  and  2 in  B.C.S.,  at 
Rancho  Santa  Monica  23-24  Sep  (SNGH, 
ph.  MJI,  RAE)  and  at  Santa  Teresita  24  Sep 
(tMJl  et  al.).  The  Region’s  6th  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  at  El  Rosario  4 Nov  (tJEP), 
while  the  first  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
was  at  El  Descanso  20-22  Oct  (ph.  tMJl,  ph. 
TL,  ph.  BLS,  BPG).  Seven  Tropical  Kingbirds 
20  Sep — 27  Oct  (5  in  B.C.,  2 in  B.C.S.)  was 
slightly  above  average.  Seven  Thick-billed 
Kingbirds  were  at  Miraflores  26-29  Oct  (vt. 
SGM,  BT),  and  one  was  at  Caduaiio  29  Oct 
(SGM,  BT),  but  spring  and  summer  records 
that  would  prove  the  species’  residency  in 
the  Cape  District  are  still  lacking.  Rounding 
out  the  flycatchers  are  two  very  scarce 
species,  a first-fall  Eastern  Kingbird  at  Bahia 
Tortugas  23-24  Sep  (SNGH  et  al.)  and  single 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  at  E!  Rosario  25 
Sep  (MJI  et  al.)  and  3 Nov  (tJEP). 

The  views  of  a first-fall  White-eyed  Vireo 
at  Santa  Teresita  24  Sep  (fSNGH)  were  frus- 
tratingly  brief  but  adequate  to  provide  the 
Region’s  first  record.  The  only  Bell’s  Vireo 
found  n.  of  the  normal  wintering  range  was 
at  Santa  Ines  19  Sep  (MSM  et  al.). 
Plumbeous  Vireos  were  unusually  scarce, 
with  reports  limited  to  individuals  at  Santa 
Ines  19  Sep  (RAH  et  al.)  and  on  the  lower 
Rio  Santo  Tomas  20  Sep  (MSM  et  al.).  The 
only  migrant  Cassin’s  Vireo  reported  was  at 
Ensenada  21  Sep  (RAE  et  al.).  One  of  the 
fall’s  most  remarkable  finds  was  the  fresh 
carcass  of  a road-killed  imm.  Philadelphia 
Vireo  at  El  Rosario  21  Oct  (BLS  et  al.; 
*UABC  1303).  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  at  El 
Sauzal  17  Sep  (RAH  et  al.)  and  27  Oct-1 
Nov  (RAH,  tJEP),  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Santo  Tomas  21  Sep  (SNGH).  The  fall’s 


This  female  Downy  Woodpecker 
was  at  El  Descanso,  Baja  California 
on  20  October  2002.  Although 
possibly  resident  in  extreme 
northwestern  Baja  California, 
there  are  still  fewer  than  10 
records  of  this  species  for  Mexico. 
Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 
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only  Yellow-green  Vireo  was  an  imm.  near 
Santa  Teresita  16  Oct  (tJEP). 

An  impressive  concentration  of  swallows 
gt  Lagunas  de  Chametla  25-27  Oct  included 
one  Purple  Martin,  3 Trees, 
800-1000  Violet-greens,  15  North- 
ern Rough-wingeds,  one  Bank,  one 
Cliff,  and  300  Barns  (SGM,  BT).  Sin- 
gle Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
found  at  La  Salina  20  Sep  (SNGH, 
tMJI,  RAE)  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Santo  Tomas  20-21  Sep  (vt. 

RAH  et  al.).  A Gray  Catbird  at  La 
Salina  13-16  Oct  (tPAG,  vt.  RAH  et 
al.)  was  welcome  indeed;  two  previ- 
ous Regional  records  were  undocu- 
mented ( Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology  3:  191).  A Red-throated 
Pipit  was  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  21 
Oct  (tJEP). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Thirty-one  warbler  species  found  this 
season  was  down  five  from  last  years 
record,  and  most  e.  species  were 
recorded  in  modest  numbers.  The 
following  represented  fairly  typical 
showings:  7 Tennessees  17  Sep-28 
Oct  (B.C.  4,  B.C.S.  3);  3 Lucy’s  20 
Sep-29  Oct  (2,  one);  4 Magnolias  21 
Sep-20  Oct  (4,  0);  3 Black-throated 
Greens  14-30  Oct  (2,  one);  2 Black- 
burnians  18-22  Oct  (2,  0);  4 Palms  15  Oct-3 
Nov  (2,  2);  13  Blackpolls  20  Sep-21  Oct  (9, 
4);  4 Ovenbirds  19  Sep-27  Oct  (4,0);  and  2 
Canadas  (Punta  Banda  18  Sep,  tMSM;  Ran- 
cho San  Jose  de  Castro  23-24  Sep,  SNGH  et 
al.).  Totals  for  three  warbler  species  were 
higher  than  in  2001:  7 Virginia’s  18  Sep-21 
Oct  (5,  2);  7 Prairies  21  Sep-22  Oct  (3,  4); 
and  4 Hoodeds  22  Sep-29  Oct  (0,  4).  Totals 
for  the  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  (one  at  Punta 
Banda  8 Oct,  RAE)  and  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  (one  at  El  Rosario  3 Nov,  JEP)  were 
low,  but  the  former  species  traditionally 
underperforms  compared  to  s.  California. 
The  seasons  top  warbler  finds  were  the 
Region’s  and  B.C.’s  2nd  Wornr-eating  Warbler 
on  the  Maneadero  Plain  21  Sep  (tMJI, 
SNGH)  and  a Mourning  Warbler  at  Todos 
Santos  28  Oct  (tSGM,  tBT). 

Presumably  extending  the  spring  pat- 
tern— when  drought  conditions  in  natural 
habitats  drove  migrants  to  concentrate  in 
parks  and  other  nresic  lowland  settings — 
several  w.  warbler  species  were  recorded  in 
high  numbers:  approximately  25  Nashvilles 
20  Sep-5  Nov,  all  but  4 in  B.C. ; 16  Hermits 
18  Sep-30  Oct,  all  in  B.C.;  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  Black-throated  Grays;  and  a 
single-location  high  count  of  1000+ 
Audubon’s  Warblers  se.  of  Maneadero  14 
Oct  (RAH  et  al.).  Miraflores  is  a historical 


locality  for  Belding’s  Yellowthroat,  but  a 
male  there  29  Oct  (SGM,  BT)  was  perhaps 
the  first  recorded  there  since  the  1800s.  A 
new  locality  for  the  species  was  Lagunas  de 


Chametla,  where  different  individuals  were 
found  25  & 27  Oct  (SGM,  BT).  Single  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  at  Todos  Santos  28  Oct 
(SGM,  BT)  and  Cabo  San  Lucas  22  Nov 
(CFZ)  were  presumably  at  wintering  sites. 

Fifteen  Summer  Tanagers  were  found  the 
length  of  the  peninsula  22  Sep-3  Nov,  but 
the  only  Scarlet  Tanagers  were  at  El  Socorro 
21  Oct  (tMJI)  and  Bahia  Tortugas  15  Oct 
(tJEP).  More  than  the  usual  number  of 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  from  the 
Vizcaino  Peninsula  northward:  about  15 
during  the  period  22  Sep-29  Oct.  A Black- 
chinned  Sparrow  at  Ensenada  21  Sep  (SNGH 
et  al.)  and  a Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrow 
in  fields  at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  22  Sep  (RAE) 
were  out  of  place,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as 
a Bell’s  Sage  Sparrow  at  Rancho  Santa 
Monica  23  Sep  (SNGH,  ph.  MJ1,  RAE).  This 
dark  subspecies  is  generally  considered 
sedentary  and  had  not  been  recorded  any 
closer  than  Santa  Catarina  Landing,  approx- 
imately 240  km  to  the  north.  Patten  and 
Unitt  (Ault  119:  26-35,  2002)  discussed  the 
diagnosability  of  Sage  Sparrow  subspecies. 
Sticking  with  well-marked  subspecies,  a 
Pink-sided  J unco  was  at  Punta  Banda  16  Oct 
(MSM,  DSC  et  al.)  and  3-4  Gray-headed  Jun- 
cos  were  found  along  the  coast  s.  to  El 
Rosario  13  Oct-3  Nov.  A Lapland  Longspur 
near  Laguna  Figueroa  28  Oct  (RAH  et  al.) 


was  at  a traditional  spot,  but  was  the  first 
Regional  record  since  1997. 

Only  2 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
found:  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  26  Nov  (ph. 

G&MF)  and  Rancho  Santa  Monica 
24  Sep  (SNGH  et  al.).  Late 
migrants  at  Catavina  included  a 
Blue  Grosbeak  29  Oct  (PAG  et  al.) 
and  a Lazuli  Bunting  3 Nov  (JEP). 
Four  Indigo  Buntings  24  Sep-29 
Oct  were  evenly  divided  between 
the  two  states.  Dickcissels  and 
Bobolinks  made  strong  showings 
from  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula  north- 
ward, with  11-12  of  the  former  19 
Sep-10  Oct  and  10  of  the  latter  20 
Sep-27  Oct.  Another  Bronzed 
Cowbird  was  found  on  the  Pacific 
slope  of  B.C.,  this  time  an  imm. 
male  at  Catavina  29  Oct  (MSM,  ph. 
PAG,  vt.  RAH,  RAE).  Noteworthy 
orioles  reported  included  Orchards 
at  Punta  Banda  8 Oct  (RAE)  and  i 
Todos  Santos  28  Oct  (SGM,  BT),  4 j 
Bullock’s  and  2 Baltimores  on  the 
Vizcaino  Peninsula  23-24  Sep  (MJI 
et  al.),  and  Baltimores  in  interior  | 
B.C.  in  the  Sierra  San  Miguel  (e.  of 
San  Quintin)  28  Sep  (GR-C,  j 
*UABC  1290)  and  at  Rancho  San  !| 
Jose  28  Oct  (RAH  et  al.).  Pine  ,i 
Siskins  were  recorded  s.  to  Bahia  de 
Los  Angeles  (one  28  Oct,  M&GF)  and 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  s.  to  Rancho  Santa 
Monica  (female  23-24  Sep,  RAE,  ph.  MJI, 
SNGH;  the  first  for  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula). 

EXOTICS 

Indications  of  non-native  species  increasing 
their  claims  on  the  peninsula  included  2 
Spotted  Doves  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  13 
Oct  (RAH  et  al.),  pairs  (?)  of  Black-throated 
Magpie-Jays  at  El  Sauzal  and  Punta  Banda  in 
Sep  and  Oct,  and  1000  European  Starlings 
at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  25  Oct  (SGM,  BT). 

A female  or  imm.  Painted  Bunting  at  San 
Jose  del  Cabo  26  Oct  (vt.  SGM,  BT)  was  in 
heavy  head  molt  and  is  best  considered  an 
escapee  from  captivity. 

Contributors:  Georgina  Brabata,  Roberto 
Carmona,  Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Andrea  Cuellar, 
Jeff  N.  Davis,  Richard  A.  Erickson,  Carolina 
Espinoza,  Mary  and  George  Flicker,  Peter  A. 
Gaede,  Daniel  Galindo,  Kimball  L.  Garrett, 
Brian  R Gibbons,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva, 
Robert  A.  Hamilton,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell, 
Marshall  J.  Jliff,  Tony  Leukering,  Rita  Lopez, 
Steven  G.  Mlodinov,  Kathy  C.  Molina,  James 
E.  Pike,  Kurt  A.  Radamaker,  Gorgonio  Ruiz- 
Campos,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Luis  Sauma, 
Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Bill  Tweit,  Rosalba 
Vazquez,  C.  Fred  Zeillemaker.  O 


This  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  El  Descanso,  Baja  California  20  October  2002 
represented  the  first  record  for  the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  It  remained  until 
at  least  22  October;  thirteen  fall  records  for  Alta  California  span  the  period 

13  September  to  20  October.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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Two  worst-in-decades  hurricanes  vis- 
ited Mexico  this  fall.  Hurricane 
Kenna  swept  over  the  Islas  Revil- 
lagigedo  and  Islas  Marias  as  a Category  5 
hurricane  and  roared  into  the  mainland  at 
San  Bias,  Villa  Hidalgo,  and  Santiago 
Ixcuintla,  Nayarit,  25  October  as  a Category 
4 (see  <www.rambocam.com/kenna.html>). 
The  storm  subsided  as  it  traveled  northeast- 
ward overland,  becoming  a tropical  depres- 
sion and  releasing  much  precipitation  in  the 
states  of  Aguascalientes,  Zacatecas, 
Durango,  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  San  Luis 
Potosi,  and  Tamaulipas.  Beatty  reports  that  it 
rained  for  , three  days  almost  nonstop  in  Tor- 
red  n.  Coahuila,  right  after  the  hurricane. 
Ryan  reports  from  a visit  to  San  Bias  7-11 
November  that  the  numbers  of  wading  birds 
seemed  if  anything  higher  than  usual  and 
that  many  newly-flooded  marshy  areas  were 
created;  small  bah  fish  were  much  more 
numerous,  and  the  only  “permanent”  habi- 
tat damage  was  to  emergent  trees  on  south- 
and  west-facing  slopes;  trees  were  already 
sprouting  new  leaves  two  weeks  after  the 
hurricane.  Damage  was  moderate  to  severe 
along  the  Nayarit  coast  as  far  south  as  the 
Jalisco  border,  with  only  moderate  tree  dam- 
age in  west-facing  slopes  around  Puerto  Val- 
larta,  according  to  Brinkley.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  country,  Hurricane  Isidore 
affected  the  the  northern  Yucatan  Peninsula 
22-23  Sep  (see  the  discussion  under  Yucatan 
Peninsula  subregion). 

Weather  was  noted  to  be  cooler  than  usual 
throughout  Mexico  on  most  days  from  early 
November  forward,  courtesy  of  many  cold 
fronts  from  the  north. 


NORTHERN  MEXICO 

Narca  Moore-Craig  reports  from  Sinaloa  and 
Chihuahua  a few  days  after  Hurricane  Kenna 
that,  “as  in  other  years  after  a dry  summer, 
bird  numbers  in  the  mountains  seemed  very 
low;  numbers  in  the  lowlands  seemed  more 
normal.” 

Abbreviations:  B.V.C.  (Bosque  Venustiano 


LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER 


Carranza,  Torreon,  Coah.),  P.P.  (Puerto 
Penasco,  Son.). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A juv.  Common  Loon  was  near  Ciudad 
Mante,  Tamps.  27  Nov  (SJD,  RICJJDJS).  A 
Red-throated  Loon  was  at  P.P  17  Nov  (SG, 
RJ),  where  uncommon  (see  Ganley  2002). 
Three  Eared  Grebes  near  Cuatro  Cienegas, 
Coah.  25-27  Oct  (RD,  FVP,  WB,  m.  ob.)  were 
slightly  early.  A juv.  Northern  Gannet  and  a 
subad.  Masked  Booby  were  seen  at  La  Pesca, 
Tamps.  30  Nov  (SJD,  RIG,  JJD,  JS).  A male 
Great  Frigatebird  showed  up  on  Isla  Isabel, 
Nay.  through  Nov.,  probably  displaced  by 
Hurricane  Kenna  (VM,  m.  ob.).  An  imm. 
Bare-throated  Tiger  Heron  was  along  Rio  El 
Fuerte,  Sin.  28  Oct  (NMC,  JD,  RE,  LG,  JL, 
W&JA).  Five  Boat-billed  Herons  were  seen  at 
Taninul,  S.L.R  29  Nov  (SJD,  RICJJDJS).  An 


ad.  and  a juv.  Roseate  Spoonbill  were  seen  in 
a shallow  wetland  along  Hwy.  85  just  s.  of 
Rio  Tampaon,  S.L.E  27  Nov,  and  the  ad.  was 
still  there  29  Nov  (SJD,  RICJJDJS). 

A Ross’s  Goose  was  at  La  Pesca  30  Nov 
(SJD,  RICJJDJS).  Wood  Ducks  continue  to 
be  seen  in  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  through  the 
year;  in  Aug  and  Sep,  juvs.,  females,  and 
eclipse  males  were  seen  at  several  sites.  They 
continued  to  be  seen  in  Oct  and  Nov  (FVP). 


1 


In  late  Nov,  permits  were  granted  for  hunters 
to  claim  up  to  15  Wood  Ducks  per  day  in  the 
Nazas  R.,  and  this  may  have  meant  the  end  of 
the  species  as  a nesting  duck  in  Mexico,  as 
this  small  population  is  the  only  breeding 
group,  but  the  permits  were  ultimately 
revoked,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  FVP  Two 
Mexican  Ducks  were  near  El  Naranjo,  S.L.P 
27  Nov  (SJD,  RIG,  JJD,  JS).  A single  North- 
ern Pintail  and  a single  Canvasback  were 
seen  in  Canon  de  Fernandez  3 Nov  (FVP).  A 
juv.  Surf  Scoter  was  just  s.  of  Rio  Tampaon 
27  & 29  Nov  (SJD,  RIG,  JJD,  JS).  A female 
Common  Goldeneye  at  P.P  17  Nov  was 
somewhat  early  (SG,  RJ). 

One  Zone-tailed  Hawk  and  one  Turkey 
Vulture  were  perched  in  nearby  trees  in 
B.V.C.  27  Nov  (FVP).  Ospreys  were  seen  in 
Canon  de  Fernandez  from  6 Oct  (FVP).  A 
Crane  Hawk  was  at  E!  Fuerte  28  Oct  (NMC). 
One  Great  Black-Hawk  was  along  the  Rio 
Cuchujaqui,  near  Alamos,  Son.  25  Nov 
(AMC,  NMC,  WLC).  Two  very  vocal  juv. 
Gray  Hawks  were  in  Canon  de  Fernandez, 
Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  4 Aug  (FVP).  One  juv.  was  at 
the  location  8 Sep,  and  an  ad.  was  farther 
upriver  10  Oct  (FVP).  Two  White-tailed 
Hawks  near  Cuatro  Cienegas,  Coah.  25-27 
Oct  (RD,  FVP,  WB,  m.  ob.)  were  in  a state 
where  not  mapped  by  Howell  & Webb 
(1995).  An  ad.  Broad-winged  Hawk  was 
seen  in  B.V.C.  30  Aug  (WB);  this  is  consistent 
with  sightings  in  the  same  park  during 
recent  fall  and  spring  migrations.  A juv. 
Cooper’s  Hawk  was  at  B.VC.  27  Nov,  while  a 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  there  6 Oct  (FVP). 
On  25  Nov,  a Merlin  was  along  the  Rio 
Cuchujaqui,  and  2 more  were  catching  bats 
at  dusk  over  the  plaza  in  Alamos  (AMC, 
NMC,  WLC).  Single  Aplomado  Falcons  were 
seen  near  Aquismon,  S.L.R  25  (O&AC)  & 27 
Nov  (SJD,  RICJJDJS).  A Prairie  Falcon  was 
seen  in  Jimulco,  Coah.  13  Oct  (FVP).  A sin- 
gle Peregrine  Falcon  was  seen  guarding  what 
appeared  to  be  a good  nesting  site  in  a cliff  in 
Cerro  de  las  Noas  in  the  city  of  Torreon, 
Coah.  up  until  early  Aug  (FVP).  Peregrines 
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were  again  seen  on  the  Canal  9 TV  antenna 
in  Torreon  1 Sep+,  and  3 were  seen  vocaliz- 
ing heavily  on  this  antenna  10  Oct  (FVP). 

A female  Sungrebe  was  near  Gomez 
Farias,  Tamps.  23  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  A 
Collared  Plover,  along  with  a Semipalnrated 
and  a male  Snowy  Plover  were  just  s.  of  Rio 
Tampaon  27  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  A 
Northern  Jagana  along  Rio  El  Fuerte  28  Oct 
(NMC,  JD,  W&JA)  was  n.  ol  its  mapped 
range.  A Spotted  Sandpiper  was  somewhat 
high  at  Paraiso  del  Oso,  Cerocahui,  Chih.  30- 
31  Oct  (NMC,  JD,  JL).  In  Puerto  Penasco, 
there  were  3 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  the 
shrimp  pond  and  200+  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  at  the  sewage  ponds  8 Oct  (SG). 

A first-year  Thayer’s  and  2 Western  Gulls 
were  at  P.P.  17  Nov  (SG,  RJ).  There  were  2 
Black  Terns  at  the  PP.  sewage  ponds  8 Oct 
(SG).  At  Cholla  Bay,  Son.  there  were  still  8 
Elegant  and  4 Common  Terns  8 Oct  (SG).  A 
late  juv.  Common  Tern  was  at  La  Pesca  30 
Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  Two  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  were  seen  30  Nov  along  the  n. 
edge  of  Manuel,  Tamps.  (JS,  SJD,  RIC,  JJD). 
This  fall,  31  Maroon-fronted  Parrot  nests  at 
El  Taray,  N.L.,  produced  an  average  of  1.45 
chicks  per  nest  (fide  CMC).  A Military 
Macaw  was  heard  at  Urique  Rim,  Chih.  30 
Oct  (JL),  and  34  were  seen  near  El  Naranjo 
30  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  Around  25  Mex- 
ican Parrotlets  were  seen  at  Alamos  25  Nov 
(NMC,  WLC).  The  last  sighting  of  the  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  in  Canon  de  Fernandez 
was  one  on  4 Aug,  in  line  with  previous  years 
(FVP). 

A pair  of  Vermiculated  Screech-Owls  was 
high  at  Rancho  El  Cielo,  Tamps.  3-4  Oct 
(RH),  while  a Mexican  Whip-poor-will  there 
4 Oct  was  low  (RH).  A male  Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  was  at  Urique  Rim  30  Oct 
(NMC,  JD,  JL),  and  a Berylline  and  a female 
Black-chinned  Hummingbird  were  at  Paraiso 
del  Oso  31  Oct  (NMC,  JD,  JL),  where  3-4 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  were  present  29-31 
Oct  (NMC,  JD,  W&JA).  A male  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  seen  in  B.VC.  9 Nov  using  the 
same  perch  as  the  male  (probably  this  same 
one)  seen  in  the  previous  Mar  and  Apr  (WB). 
Ten  Emerald  Toucanets  were  at  Las  Pozas 
near  Xilitla,  S.L.P.  29  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS). 
A Lineated  Woodpecker  at  La  Pesca  30  Nov 
(SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS)  was  slightly  n.  of  its 
mapped  range. 

W00DCREEPERS  THROUGH  T0WHEES 

A White-striped  Woodcreeper  was  at  Paraiso 
del  Oso  29  Oct  (JD).  A Northern  Beardless- 
Tyrannulet  was  seen  in  Canon  de  Fernandez 
4 Aug  (FVP).  Fall  migrants  still  in  PP.  8 Oct 
were  a Western  Wood-Pewee,  a Willow  Fly- 
catcher, 2 Pacific-slope  Flycatchers,  and  15 
Western  Kingbirds  (SG).  A pair  of  Black- 
crowned  Tityras  at  the  Balneario  La  Florida 


at  El  Nacimiento  below  Gomez  Farias, 
Tamps.  1 Oct  (RH)  was  at  a spot  where  a pair 
has  been  seen  since  1996  by  OC  and  Will 
Carter.  Only  one  Huttons  Vireo  was  recorded 
at  Posadas  Barrancas,  Chih.  31  Oct,  an 
unusually  low  number  (NMC). 

A pair  of  Mangrove  Swallows  was  in  the 
canal  that  drains  out  of  Presa  Ramiro 
Caballero  se.  of  Ciudad  Mante,  Tamps.  30 
Sep  (RH).  A Winter  Wren  was  seen  near 
Cuatro  Cienegas,  Coah.  27  Oct;  the  identifi- 
cation was  supported  by  vocalization, 
including  response  to  playback  (RD,  JG). 
Two  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  e.  of  P.P 
17  Nov  (SG,  RJ);  there  are  fewer  than  10 
records  for  Sonora.  A Mountain  Bluebird  was 
at  Cusarare  Mission,  Creel,  Chih.  1 Nov  (JL). 
Single  Slate-colored  Solitaires  were  at  Las 
Pozas  28  & 29  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  A 
Brown-backed  Solitaire  was  heard  at  Paraiso 
del  Oso  31  Oct  (NMC,  JL).  A single  Ameri- 
can Robin  was  seen  on  B.VC.  27  Nov;  this 


JS).  A Blue-gray  Tanager  was  reported  from 
Vivero  La  Morita  near  Gomez  Farias,  Tamps. 

26  Nov  (O&AC),  and  2 were  near  Aquismon 

27  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  Summer  Tan- 
agers  were  still  present  in  Canon  de  Fernan- 
dez 5 Sep  (FVP).  Single  Painted  Buntings 
were  seen  in  Canon  de  Fernandez  4 Aug  and 
6 Oct  (FVP).  A Varied  Bunting  was  in  Canon 
de  Fernandez  6 Oct.  One  Green-tailed 
Towhee  was  seen  at  PP.  8 Oct  (SG). 

Contributors:  Wayne  & Jan  Anderson, 
William  Beatty,  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Kelly 
Burke,  Oscar  and  Ariel  Carmona,  Robert  I. 
Cecil,  Alan  M.  Craig,  Wench  L.  Craig,  Ruben 
Deschamps,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  James  J. 
Dinsmore,  Jeanine  Dreifuss,  Roger  Eichhorn, 
Lee  Galbraith,  Steve  Ganley,  Julio  Guzman, 
Rich  Hoyer,  Juan  Leon,  Claudia  Macias 
Caballero,  Vinnie  Madsen,  Hollin  Moore, 
Narca  Moore-Craig,  Tom  Ryan,  Jim  Sinclair, 
and  Francisco  Valdez  Perezgasga. 
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species  used  to  be  a nesting  bird  here  until 
1990  but  now  is  an  irregular  winter  visitor 
(FVP). 

Transient  warblers  at  P.P.  8 Oct  included 
30  Yellows,  10  Black-throated  Grays,  one 
MacGillivray’s,  and  one  Wilson’s  (SG).  A 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  in  a late  flow- 
ering Palo  Verde  tree  e.  of  PP  17  Nov  (SG,  vt. 
RJ)  was  the  only  warbler  in  the  area;  this 
appears  to  be  the  3rd  Sonoran  record,  the 
others  being  in  Nov  1953  and  Dec  1956.  A 
well-described  ad.  male  Golden-cheeked 
Warbler  was  reported  from  near  El  Salto, 
S.L.P.  24  Nov  (O&AC),  away  from  its 
expected  range  and,  especially,  date.  A 
Northern  Waterthrush  at  Paraiso  del  Oso  31 
Oct  (NMC,  JL,  JD,  W&JA)  was  rather  late.  A 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  also  there  29  Oct 
(NMC,  JD,  RE,  LG,  JL,  W&JA).  A male 
Altamira  Yellowthroat  was  near  El  Naranjo 
27  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD,  JS).  A Slate-throated 
Redstart  seemed  out  of  place  in  the  man- 
groves between  Rio  San  Cristobal  and  the 
road  to  Matanchen,  near  San  Bias,  Nay.  (TR). 

A flock  of  62  Yellow-winged  Tanagers  was 
reported  at  Las  Pozas  28  Nov  (SJD,  RIC,  JJD, 


CENTRAL  MEXICO 

Abbreviation:  Sal.  (Laguna  El  Salado,  Ver.). 

SPOONBILL  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Three  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Sal.  18  Oct 
(JM,  AM,  RS),  while  an  American  Wigeon 
was  at  there  16  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR)  and 
another  there  18  Oct  with  4 Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  (JM,  AM,  RS).  Eight  Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  Laguna  el  Farallon  17  Dec 
were  a first  record  (with  specific  date  and 
locality  known)  for  cen.  Ver.  (JM,  AM), 
though  the  species  is  mapped  there  by  How- 
ell and  Webb  (1995). 

Two  Ospreys  were  soaring  over  Xochim- 
ilco  26  Nov  (SA).  Two  Harris’s  Hawks  were 
seen  migrating  over  Playa  Juan  Angel,  Ver. 
and  at  Chichicaxtle,  Ver.  16  & 18  Oct  (JM, 
AM,  RS,  RR).  Another  Harris’s  Hawk  was 
seen  near  Xochicalco,  Mor.  4 Oct  (HGdS, 
AOl).  Single  imm.  Golden  Eagles  were  seen 
migrating  over  cen.  Ver.  29  Sep  and  20  Oct 
(RR,  JG);  the  species  is  not  mapped  in  that 
state  by  Howell  & Webb  (1995).  A light  Fer- 
ruginous Hawk  was  just  e.  of  El  Seco,  Pue.  21 
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Oct  (JM,  AM),  a new  state  record.  One  very 
vocal  Peregrine  Falcon  was  seen  in  the  cen- 
ter of  Orizaba,  Ver.  14  Nov  (FVP).  A Bearded 
Wood-Partridge  was  heard  at  Ahuatlamim- 
ilol,  Pue.  18  Oct  (HGdS),  and  one  was  noted 
near  Las  Minas,  Ver.  on  the  same  day  (JM, 
AM,  RS).  A Singing  Quail  was  also  near  Las 
Minas  18  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS). 

A Sungrebe  was  on  Rio  La  Palma,  which 
flows  into  Sontecomapan  Lagoon  near 
Catemaco,  Ver.  27  Oct  (RG,  OCC).  A Dou- 
ble-striped Thick-knee  was  seen  at  Playa 
Juan  Angel  16  & 18  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR).  A 
group  of  9 of  the  same  species  were  along  the 
Las  Barrancas,  Ver.  road  25  Oct  (RG,  OCC). 
A Snowy  Plover  was  seen  at  Laguna  La  Man- 
cha, Ver.  16  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR).  A Pec- 
toral Sandpiper  was  at  Laguna  El  Salado  16 
& 18  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR).  At  least  50  Wil- 
sons Phalaropes  were  at  Almoloya  del  Rio, 
Mex.  5 Oct  (HGdS).  Single  Black  Terns  were 
at  Playa  Juan  Angel  16  & 18  Oct  (JM,  AM, 
RS,  RR). 

Two  Plain-breasted  Ground-Doves  were 
near  Rio  Escondido,  Ver.  16  Oct  (JM,  AM, 
RS,  RR).  Flocks  of  Barred  Parakeets  were 
seen  flying  high  overhead  at  Ahuatlamimilol 
and  Presa  La  Soledad,  Pue.  18-19  Oct  (HGdS, 
MPV).  Two  male  Broad-billed,  a Bumblebee, 
and  an  Amethyst-throated  Hummingbird 
were  seen  at  Huitzilac,  Mor.  5 Oct  (HGdS, 
AOI). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  CACIQUES 

A Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  was  heard  at 
Avenida  Coyoacan  and  Morena,  rather  close 
to  the  center  of  Mexico  City,  22  Oct  (HGdS). 
Five  Tufted  Flycatchers  were  seen  at  La  Cima 
and  Coajomulco,  Mor.  3 Oct  (HGdS,  AOI). 
Single  Say’s  Phoebes  were  near  Las  Minas  16 
& 18  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR).  Two  Western 
Kingbirds  were  seen  at  Presa  La  Soledad, 
Pue.  20  Oct  (HGdS,  MPV).  There  was  a 
Laughing  Gull  at  Almoloya  del  Rio  5 Oct 
(HGdS).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker  was  seen  fly- 
ing over  the  hill  at  La  Cima  3 Oct  (HGdS, 
AOI).  A Cassin’s  Vireo  was  reported  near  Las 
Minas  18  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS).  Three  European 
Starlings  were  at  Almoloya  del  Rio  5 Oct 
(HGdS),  and  an  American  Dipper  was  at 
Cascada  de  Texolo,  Ver.  11  Oct  (JM,  AM). 

A Prothonotary  Warbler  turned  up  at 
Parque  Macuiltepec,  Ver.  13  Oct,  while 
another  was  at  Sal.  16  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS, 
RR).  Single  Golden-winged  Warblers  were 
at  Parque  Macuiltepec  16  & 18  Oct  (JM, 
AM,  RS,  RR).  A male  Northern  Cardinal 
was  seen  in  Ciudad  Universitaria,  D.F.  21 
Oct  (HGdS,  MPV).  A flock  of  Dickcissels 
were  in  coastal  dune  scrub  at  La  Mancha  27 
Oct  (RG,  OCC).  Blue-black  Grassquits  were 
displaying  in  a sorghum  field  near  Laguna 
El  Rodeo,  Mor.  4 Oct  (HGdS,  AOI).  A Lark 
Sparrow,  apparently  rare  in  Ver.,  was  near 


Rio  Escondido  16  Oct  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR).  An 
Audubon’s  Oriole  was  at  Parque  Macuilte- 
pec 10  Oct  (JM,  AM).  There  was  one  Yel- 
low-winged Cacique  at  Amacuzac,  Mor.  4 
Oct  (HGdS,  AOI). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Sofia  Arenas,  Octavio  Cruz  Carretero,  Julio 
Gallardo,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Ricardo 
Guerra,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  Monica  Perez  Villafana, 
Rafael  Rodriguez,  Robert  Straub,  and  Fran- 
cisco Valdez  Perezgasga. 


dan  del  Valle  and  S.J.G.  30  Nov,  and  2 Short- 
tailed Hawks  were  at  S.PT.  4 Oct.  A Merlin 
was  seen  at  Oaxaca  City  16  Nov.  Single  Pere- 
grine Falcons  were  at  Tot.  19  Sep  and  Oaxaca 
City  21  Sep. 

Two  Crested  Guans  were  at  Marav.  2 Nov. 
Three  Montezuma  Quail  were  at  S.M.V.  19 
Nov.  Soras  were  recorded  at  S.J.G.  5 Sep  and 
30  Nov.  Two  American  Coots  were  at  PA.D. 
18  Oct.  A Common  Moorhen  was  heard  at 
S.J.G.  2 Oct.  A Killdeer  was  at  a pond  near 
Santiago  Cuilapan  17  Oct.  A Solitary  Sand- 
piper was  high  at  2857  in  at  a dam  near  Nev. 
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SOUTHERN  MEXICO 

Cold  fronts  in  central  Oaxaca  in  mid- 
November  may  have  been  the  cause  of  an 
influx  of  raptors  and  pelicans.  Fewer  aquatic 
species  than  usual  were  noticed  there  early  in 
the  season.  All  records  are  from  Oaxaca 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Unattributed 
records  are  by  J.  Forcey. 

Abbreviation:  Marav.  (road  from  Las  Mar- 
avillas  to  Talea  de  Castro),  Nev.  (La  Neverfa, 
near  Benito  Juarez),  P.A.D.  (Presa  Azul  Dam, 
Teotitlan  del  Valle),  S.PT.  (seasonal  pond, 
Teotitlan  del  Valle,  1649  m above  sea  level), 
S.A.D.  (San  Andres  Dams  at  San  Andres 
Huayapan),  S.J.G.  (San  Juan  Guelavia,  about 
20  km  e.  of  Oaxaca  City,  1550  m above  sea 
level),  S.M.V  (San  Miguel  del  Valle),  Teq. 
(Tequio  Park,  Oaxaca  City),  Tot.  (San  Pedro 
Totolapan). 

GREBES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Least  Grebe  was  high  at  2857  m at  a dam 
near  Nev.  19  Nov  (RAr,  RG),  and  2 imms 
were  at  S.PT.  5 Sep.  Fourteen  American 
White  Pelicans  were  at  S.M.V.  20  Nov.  One 
Blue-winged  Teal  was  also  high  at  2857  m 
near  Nev.  19  Nov  (RAr,  RG),  and  4 were  at 
P.A.D.  25  Oct.  Three  Lesser  Scaup  and  a 
Ruddy  Duck  were  at  PA.D.  29  Oct.  Up  to  6 
White-tailed  Kites  were  at  Teq.  6 Oct — 9 
Nov,  including  a pair  attending  2 one-third  to 
nearly-grown  chicks  in  a nest,  the  first  con- 
firmed nesting  of  this  species  in  central  Oax. 
(at  least  one  of  the  imms  flew  successfully 
from  the  nest).  A Gray  Hawk  was  at  Dainzu 
archaeological  site  21  Nov.  Four  Harris’s 
Hawks  were  along  the  road  between  Teoti- 


30  Sep  (RAr,  RG).  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
were  at  S.PT.  5 Sep.  A Laughing  Gull  was  at 
P.A.D.  24  Oct  (RAn).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo 
was  on  the  road  to  the  dam  near  San  Pablo 
Huitzo  14  Sep,  and  a Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
was  at  Rancho  Sol  y Luna,  Santa  Maria  Chi- 
malapas  22  Sep.  Vaux’s  Swifts  were  recorded 
at  S.PT.  2 Oct  and  at  San  Felipe  Park,  Oaxaca 
City  12  Oct.  Around  80  White-throated 
Swifts  were  at  P.A.D.  30  Nov.  Hummingbirds 
of  note  were  2 possible  Azure-crowneds  (see 
Forcey  2002)  near  San  Pablo  Huitzo  14  Sep, 
2 Green-fronteds  (one  of  them  with  cinna- 
mon sides)  reported  at  Tot.  19  Oct,  a 
Berylline  building  a nest  at  Instituto  Tec- 
nologico  Agropecuario  de  Oaxaca,  Xoxo- 
cotlan  12  Sep,  an  Amethyst-throated,  3 Gar- 
net-throateds,  and  a Bumblebee  at  Marav.  2 
Nov  and  one  at  S.M.V.  18  Nov,  2 Magnifi- 
cents  at  San  Felipe  Park,  Oaxaca  City  12  Oct, 
and  a Broad-tailed  at  S.A.D.  30  Nov. 

TR0G0NS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

What  appeared  to  be  a flock  of  9 Mountain 
Trogons  were  at  a madrone  and  nearby  oaks 
above  Teotitlan  del  Valle  8 Oct  (RAn).  A Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsucker  was  at  Teq.  9 Nov.  A 
Spot-crowned  Woodcreeper  was  in  a mixed 
flock  at  Nev.  4 Oct,  and  one  was  at  Marav.  2 
Nov.  A Dusky  Antbird  was  reported  at  San 
Juan  Yaguila,  around  15  km  ne.  of  Guelatao, 
as  the  crow  flies,  on  the  Gulf  Slope  14  Oct 
(RAr).  This  area  is  at  the  upper  end  of  tropi- 
cal evergreen  forest,  with  small  coffee  planta- 
tions, and  has  much  human  disturbance 
(JMF).  A Greenish  Elaenia  was  at  P.A.D.  30 
Nov.  A Willow  Flycatcher  was  mistnetted  at 
Jardin  Botanico  de  Santo  Domingo,  Oaxaca 
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City  13  Sep  (MG).  Three  Social  Flycatchers 
were  at  Teq.  9 Nov,  and  2 were  at  S.A.D.  30 
Nov.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Teq. 
17  Oct. 

A Golden  Vireo  at  San  Juan  Yaguila  14  Oct 
(RAr)  was  the  first  record  for  the  Gulf  Slope 
of  Mexico.  A Bell’s  Vireo  was  mistnetted  at 
Jardin  Botanico  de  Santo  Domingo  13  Sep 
(MG).  Six  Unicolored  jays  were  at  Marav.  2 
Nov.  Six  Rufous-naped  Wrens  were  at  Tot.  19 
Sep.  An  American  Dipper  was  at  S.M.V.  18 
Nov;  Forcey  knows  of  only  four  prior  records 
from  cen.  Oaxaca,  from  Nov,  Dec,  Jan,  and 
late  May.  Both  Brown-backed  and  Slate-col- 
ored Solitaires  were  vocalizing  at  Marav.  2 
Nov.  A Barn  Swallow  was  at  S.A.D.  30  Nov. 
Four  Cedar  Waxwings  at  S.PT.  16  Nov  and  5 
at  S.A.D.  30  Nov  set  a new  early  date  for  cen- 
tral Oax. 

A Tennessee  Warbler  was  at  Teq.  17  Oct, 
while  a Yellow  Warbler  was  at  S.J.G.  30  Nov. 
A Grace’s  Warbler  at  2887  m at  S.M.V.  19 
Nov  was  near  the  published  highest  eleva- 
tion for  that  species,  though  the  species  has 
been  seen  along  the  highest  ridges  above 
Teotitlan  del  Valle,  which  are  around  2700 
m.  Around  10  Elegant  Euphonias  were  at 
Marav.  2 Nov.  Around  40  Common  Bush- 
Tanagers  were  seen  at  Marav.  2 Nov  in 
mixed  flocks  with  mostly  Golden-browed 
and  Wilsons  Warblers,  and  6 were  seen  at 

I Santa  Maria  La  Luz  7 Nov.  Two  Yellow- 
winged Tanagers  at  Santa  Maria  La  Luz  7 
Nov  at  1950  m were  slightly  above  their 
published  altitudinal  limit.  There  were  3 and 
one  Indigo  Buntings  at  Teq.  17  Oct  and  9 
Nov,  and  one  was  noted  at  Puente  de  Hierro, 
Guelatao  2 Nov.  A White-naped  Brushfinch 
was  at  Santa  Maria  La  Luz  7 Nov.  One 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at  S.PT.  19  Nov, 
and  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  at  Santa  Maria 
La  Luz  7 Nov.  A Melodious  Blackbird  was  at 
Santa  Maria  La  Luz  7 Nov.  A Streak-backed 
Oriole  was  recorded  at  S.PT.  4 Oct. 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
John  M.  Forcey,  Ramiro  Aragon,  Roque 
Antonio,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Ruth  Guzman. 


which  sat  over  northern  Yucatan  for  30  hours 
on  22-23  September,  causing  damage  to  the 
north  coast  and  inland  areas.  Populations  of 
landbirds  and  some  waterbirds  were  immedi- 
ately affected,  according  to  witnesses  who 
noted  complete  absences  of  certain  species 
where  they  had  been  just  a week  prior  to  the 
hurricane.  On  the  other  hand,  MacKinnon 
reports  that  the  insect  population  dramati- 
cally increased  for  about  six  weeks  post-hur- 
ricane, as  was  noticed  first-hand  by  residents 
of  Merida,  Yuc.  and  as  evidenced  in  the  field 
by  plagues  of  flies  (presumably  from  all  the 
dead  animals)  and  mosquitoes  (presumably 
from  the  newly-created  marshes).  A few  new 
records  for  Cozumel  island  of  species  usually 
found  only  on  the  mainland  at  first  seem  odd 
because  the  hurricane  traveled  westward 
over  the  area,  not  eastward,  but  Hoyer  rightly 
observes  that  jets  of  wind  moving  northward 
and  eastward  are  produced  on  the  w.  side  of 
the  eye  of  a hurricane.  On  the  other  hand,  at 
least  three  of  the  species  involved — Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper,  Yellow-bellied  Elaenia 
and  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher — may  have 
been  pushed  westward  if  they  were  caught 
migrating  over  the  Caribbean  Sea,  as  they 
may  have  been,  given  the  late  September 
date. 

The  second  big  event  this  fall  was  the 
holding  of  the  First  Annual  Yucatan  Bird  Fes- 
tival, ending  in  a birdathon  22-23  November 
that  provided  interesting  information  from 
the  hurricane-damaged  countryside. 

Two  reports  were  received  of  heavy  migra- 
tion, both  at  Celestun.  Between  8:00  and 
11:00  p.m.  on  11  Sep,  Bacab  noted  birds 
streaming  in  from  the  sea  and  across  the 
main  plaza  about  10  meters  up,  being  pushed 
farther  inland  by  a strong  north  wind.  On  23 
Nov,  Gomez  de  Silva  et  al.  observed  streams 
of  passerines,  mainly  warblers,  flying  south, 
parallel  to  the  coast,  about  100  m inland  and 
about  five  to  50  m up. 

Ongoing  bird  monitoring  at  El  Cuyo  once 
more  reported  that  many  migrants  follow  a 
corridor  running  west  to  east  along  the  n. 
coast.  Two  species  were  added  to  the  Yucatan 


YUCATAN  PENINSULA 

The  big  news  this  fall  was  Hurricane  Isidore, 


Peninsula  list  (Horned  Lark  and  Hermit 
Thrush),  the  first  by  MacKinnon  36  hrs  after 


the  public  presentation  of  her  updated 
check-list  of  the  birds  of  the  Yucatan  Penin- 
sula (MacKinnon  2002),  the  other  by  Hoyer 
a week  after,  making  this  publication  already 
out-of-date  (if  only  slightly!). 

Abbreviations:  S.K.B.R.  (Sian  Ka’an  Bios- 
phere Reserve,  Q.  Roo);  R.L.B.R.  (Ria  Lagar- 
tos  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.);  R.L.  (Rio  Lagar- 
tos,  a town  inside  the  R.L.B.R.);  C.C.C. 
(Cozumel,  Q.  Roo,  Country  Club);  J.B. 
(jardin  Botanico  Dr.  Alfredo  Barrera  M.,  Q. 
Roo). 

BOOBIES  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Three  Red-footed  Boobies  on  Cayo  Culebra 
15  Aug  (FM)  were  new  to  the  S.K.B.R.  list.  At 
least  one  pair  has  nested  on  Alacran  Reef,  but 
for  the  most  part  this  species  occurs  from 
Belize  southward.  Neotropic  Cormorant  is  I 
known  to  nest  in  the  winter  in  this  subre- 
gion, so  it  was  not  surprising  to  see  2 carry- 
ing materials  to  old  nests  on  “Bird  Island”  in 
the  Celestun,  Yuc.  estuary  3 Nov  (BM,  EG, 
JR).  Around  150  Anhingas  were  seen  flying 
ne.  over  the  Celestun  shoreline  7 Sep  (DB). 
This  is  only  the  2nd  observation  at  Celestun 
of  a large  flock  of  this  species  (which  is 
known  to  migrate  in  large  numbers  along  the 
Ver.  coast).  A Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  was 
constructing  its  nest  with  dry  twigs  pulled 
off  hurricane-damaged  trees  at  the  spring  in 
the  Celestun  estuary  3 Nov  (BM,  EG,  JR), 
very  close  to  where  it  had  nested  previously 
(juv.  seen  at  nest  10  Apr  2002).  A Great 
White  Heron  was  seen  28  Sep  at  Coba  (MC). 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  a migrant  on 
the  n.  coast  of  Yuc.,  was  reported  frequently 
this  fall,  with  one  23  Nov  at  San  Salvadore  in 
R.L.B.R.  (MT),  2 in  the  estuary  behind  Pro- 
greso on  the  road  to  Chicxulub,  Yuc.  23  Nov 
(MM),  and  one  at  Celestun  22  Nov  (DB).  All 
were  adults.  Participants  in  the  birdathon 
noticed  an  absence  of  Boat-billed  Herons  in 
R.L.  even  six  weeks  after  the  hurricane. 

A Caribbean  Flamingo  born  in  2000  in  the 
R.L.B.R.  and  reencountered  in  2001  in 
Celestun  was  found  in  the  Everglades  N.P.,  1 
FL  20  Oct  (fide  RM).  After  the  hurricane,  1 
most  Caribbean  Flamingos  were  scattered 
throughout  the  peninsula,  in  particular  along  f 
the  coast  between  Sisal  and  Dzilam  de  Bravo, 
Yuc.,  where  30,000  of  the  pre-hurricane  pop- 
ulation of  34,000  were  located  a month  after 
Isidore  (RM,  MT).  These  numbers  are  still 
much  higher  than  in  the  past  decades,  when 
only  6000  were  estimated  in  1954,  1 1 ,500  in  j 
1975  and  19,000  in  1991  ( fide  RM,  MT).  A 
flock  of  23  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks, 
uncommon  in  Yuc.  and  Q.  Roo,  were  seen 
flying  over  L.  Coba  28  Sep  (MC),  and  75 
were  counted  together  with  100+  Black-bel- 
lied Whistling-Ducks  in  a hurricane-created 
marsh  8 km.  s.  of  San  Felipe  22  Nov  (PW). 
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r a The  migration  of  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  a Threatened  species,  has  been  under  intense  investigation  in  recent  years.  As 
3 n investigators  learn  more  about  migration  routes  from  satellite  data,  local  birders  can  play  a role  in  mapping  the  tim- 
ing of  arrival  and  departure  in  areas  where  they  bird. 

The  first  fall  sighting  of  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  one  over  semi-evergreen  forest  6 km  s.  of  El  Cuyo  in  the  R.L.B.R.  6 
Aug  (AC).  However,  satellite  date  revealed  an  early  migrant  near  Chetumai,  Q.  Roo,  20  Jul  (KM).  On  9 Aug,  one  of  the  satel- 
lite-tagged birds  that  crossed  from  Florida,  U.S.A.  to  Cuba  arrived  at  Chetumai,  Q.  Roo,  then  turned  around  and  headed  n. 
into  S.K.B.R.,  where  it  spent  the  next  three  days  before  moving  slightly  farther  north.  Four  others  were  feeding  approxi- 
mately 3 km  e.  of  the  Chumpdn  entrance  to  S.K.B.R.  1 3 Aug,  and  a Sth  was  seen  there  the  next  day  (FM).  A flock  of  1 2 was 
observed  16  Aug  over  Laguna  Muyil  in  S.K.B.R.  (VV),  perhaps  part  of  the  13  individuals  that  flew  over  the  Chumpdn 
entrance  not  far  to  the  s.  later  that  day  (FM).The  following  day,  5 more  were  observed  in  the  same  location,  circling  and 
heading  southward  (FM).  A flock  of  21  was  reported  17  Aug, feeding  over  Laguna  Muyil  (VV). 


One  Muscovy  Duck  was  recorded  in 
Celestun  22  Nov  (EG).  Around  40  Blue- 
winged Teal  were  seen  in  the  coastal  lagoon 
behind  Chixchulub  3 Nov,  with  lower  num- 
bers in  the  same  area  23  Nov  in  company  of 
a male  and  3 female  Northern  Shovelers 
(BM). 

OSPREYTHROUGH  RAILS 

Six  Ospreys  in  the  upper  estuary  at  Celestun 
12  Nov  was  a high  number;  only  one  was  of 
the  resident  subspecies  (BM). 

Thirteen  Snail  Kites,  mostly  ad.  males  but 
including  at  least  one  juv.,  were  seen  feeding 
on  snails  while  moving  southward  over 
Laguna  Bacalar,  Q.  Roo  7 Aug  (BM,  GZ).  A 
2nd  record  of  Mississippi  Kite  for  the  subre- 
gion involved  2 ads.  and  1 juv.  s.  of  El  Cedral 
ruins,  Coz.  22  Sep  (MC).  A single  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  reported  in  Celestun  8 Aug 
and  is  thought  to  have  perhaps  oversum- 
mered (DB).  An  ad.  Red-tailed  Hawk,  a regu- 
lar but  uncommon  migrant  in  the  subregion, 
was  observed  22  Nov  along  the  Dzilarn  de 
Bravo — Yalsihon  road,  Yuc. 

A Collared  Forest-Falcon  was  perched 
above  its  nest  near  Temple  8 at  Muyil  arche- 
ological site  25  Aug.  A Bat  Falcon  was  seen 
unsuccessfully  pursuing  a Belted  Kingfisher 
25  Aug  above  the  Celestun  mangroves  (AD). 
Peregrine  Falcon  has  measurably  increased 
in  the  subregion  in  the  last  five  years.  Singles 
were  reported  24  & 29  Oct  from  an  oil- 
' drilling  platform  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
approx  70  km  ne.  of  Ciudad  del  Carmen, 
Camp,  (at  10°  23’  44”  N,  92°  02’  23”  W);  a 
I colony  of  Feral  Pigeons  on  the  rig  are  the 
obvious  attraction  (there  are  also  two  records 
from  the  platform  23  & 28  Apr  2001;  RA). 
Other  reports  were  of  one  perched  in  a snag 
in  the  coastal  lagoon  behind  Progreso,  Yuc. 
23  Nov  (BM)  and  of  a male  near  R.L.  on  the 
same  day  (PW). 

A covey  of  at  least  16  Yucatan  Bobwhites 
were  around  1.5  km  n.  of  Celestun  23  Nov 
(HGdS  et  al.).  A Rufous-necked  Wood-Rail 
was  found  22  Nov  in  its  usual  location  on  the 
nw.  side  of  the  bridge  at  Celestun  (DB).  Eight 
Gray-necked  Wood-Rails  interacted  at  dusk 
on  the  Vigia  Chico  road  n.  of  Santa  Teresa  in 


the  S.K.B.R.  (BM,  1C,  HAS).  Two  reports  of 
Sora  were  made  22  Nov  in  the  R.L.  area  (MT, 
PW).  Spotted  Rail  is  still  found  at  Coba, 
where  one  ad.  was  reported  28-29  Sep,  the 
water  level  being  unusually  high  after  Hurri- 
cane Isidore  (MC).  Common  Moorhens  were 
numerous  this  fall,  5 being  found  together  in 
the  Celestun  estuary  feeding  not  far  from  35 
American  Coots  3 Nov  (BM,  EG,  JR);  2 Com- 
mon Moorhens  and  500  American  Coots 
were  there  23  Nov  (HGdS). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Black-bellied  Plover  remains  a commonly 
seen  species  on  the  peninsula,  whereas 
American  Golden-Plover  has  rarely  been 
reported.  A total  of  6 golden-plovers  was 
observed  well  7 Sep  at  Celestun  (AD).  (Note- 
worthy is  the  unpublished  observation  by 
BM  of  150  on  the  Cancun  golf  course  20  Mar 
1983.)  Snowy  Plover  numbers  seem  to  be 
diminishing  in  general  (BM),  while  Wilson’s 
Plovers  are  more  in  evidence  between  the 
local  resident  population  and  migrants.  Two 
Wilson’s  Plovers  were  reported  along  with  6 
Semipalmated  Plovers  in  the  coastal  lagoon 
on  the  road  leading  to  Xtambo,  Yuc.  4 Aug 
(BM).  Four  more  were  reported  23  Sep  on 
the  flooded  fairway  of  the  C.C.C.  (MC).  Fif- 
teen American  Avocets  were  observed  4 Aug 
at  Uaymitun  (BM).  A Greater  Yellowlegs  was 
present  4 Aug  in  the  estuary  at  Progreso 
along  with  a Willet  (BM).  Small  numbers  of 
both  species  of  yellowlegs  are  thought  to 
oversummer  in  the  subregion.  Spotted  Sand- 
piper returns  as  early  as  nrid-Jul  ( fide  BM), 
although  the  first  report  this  season  was  of 
10  on  5 Aug  at  Celestun  (DB). 

Two  Whiinbrels  were  seen  23  Nov  in  the 
salt  flats  s.  of  Chuburna,  with  2 more  on  the 
road  between  Chelern  and  Progeso  (MM). 
Five  Marbled  Godwits  were  seen  5 Aug  in 
Celestun  (DB)  and  one  23  Nov  at  San  Sal- 
vador (MT).  Three  more  were  on  mudflats 
behind  the  entrance  to  Progreso  on  the  road 
to  Yucalpeten  23  Nov  (MM).  The  first  2 
Sanderlings  of  the  season  were  seen  4 Aug  on 
the  beach  at  Uaymitun,  Yuc.  (BM).  Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper,  mostly  a transient  in  the 
subregion,  was  reported  for  Cozumel,  Q.  Roo 


for  the  first  time  23  Sep,  when  one  was  seen 
at  ponds  in  the  C.C.C.  (MC).  At  least  one 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  observed  23 
Nov  at  San  Salvadore,  while  a flock  of  50+ 
was  in  the  mudflats  along  the  road  from  Pro- 
greso to  Chicxulub  23  Nov  (MM).  No  West- 
ern Sandpipers  were  seen  at  the  site,  but  a 
few  were  reported  26  Aug  in  Celestun  (AD), 
with  20  there  7 Sep  (AD).  Eight  Least  Sand- 
pipers were  reported  as  early  as  4 Aug  in  the 
coastal  lagoon  on  the  road  leading  to 
Xtambo,  while  one  was  seen  7 Aug  in  marsh 
at  Chiquila,  Q.  Roo  (BM).  A few  more  were 
reported  26  Aug  in  Celestun  (AD).  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  used  to  be  a regular  visitor  on  Isla 
Cancun  in  the  late  1970s  (BM),  but  it  is  now 
infrequent  in  the  area.  A total  of  24  was 
counted  on  the  flooded  fairways  of  the 
C.C.C.  24  Sep,  and  one  was  at  Coba  27-29 
Sep  (MC). 

A single  Dunlin  was  among  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  3 Nov  in  the  lagoon  behind  Pro- 
greso, and  another  (or  the  same)  was  in  the 
general  area  22  Nov  (MM).  A Dunlin  was 
reported  in  the  saltflats  at  Las  Coloradas  23 
Nov,  along  with  a single  Stilt  Sandpiper 
(PW),  while  another  one  was  at  San  Sal- 
vadore on  the  same  day  (MT).  Two  Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  noted  23  Sep  along  with 
other  shorebirds  on  the  grounds  of  the 
C.C.C.  (MC).  The  first  report  for  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  was  of  16  in  the  estuary  at  Pro- 
greso 4 Aug  (BM);  8 more  were  seen  26  Aug 
at  Nichilit,  Celestun  and  2 more  7 Sep  at 
Celestun  (AD).  In  recent  years,  more  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  seem  to  be  showing  up,  or 
being  identified  increasingly  frequently.  A 
flock  of  more  than  20  was  observed  23  Nov 
along  the  road  between  Progreso  and  Chix- 
chulub Puerto  (MM).  A Wilson’s  Snipe, 
reported  less  frequently  than  in  the  past,  was 
seen  at  freshwater  ponds  e.  of  Celestun  22 
Nov  (DB). 

Franklin’s  Gull  is  becoming  a regular  on 
the  peninsula.  Two  were  observed  in  the 
Celestun  estuary  3 Nov  (BM).  A Ring-billed 
Gull  was  seen  in  marsh  behind  Churburna  23 
Nov  (JL).  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
first  seen  in  the  marsh  behind  Churburna 
Puerto  20  (JM,  AM,  RS)  & 23  Nov  (BM,  JR, 
JL).  At  least  4 Gull-billed  Terns  were  seen  at 
Las  Coloradas  (BM)  and  one  at  San  Salvadore 
23  Nov  (MT).  Two  Caspian  Terns  were  on  a 
sandbar  3 Nov,  and  another  was  in  a coastal 
lagoon  behind  Progreso  23  Nov.  A total  of  12 
Forster’s  Terns  was  present  8 Aug  at  Progreso 
(DB),  with  6 at  Celestun  23  Nov  (DB). 

Least  Terns,  which  usually  leave  by  mid- 
Sep,  were  still  present  22  Nov,  when  around 
20  were  seen  in  flats  at  Chuburna  (MM).  A 
single  Brown  Noddy  seen  26  Sep  in 
Celestun  (DB)  was  new  to  the  reserve’s 
list — no  doubt  a bird  exhausted  in  the  pas- 
sage of  Hurricane  Isidore. 
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PIGEONS  THROUGH  ViREOS 

A White-crowned  Pigeon  flew  out  of  Mogote 
San  Juan  near  Punta  Allen,  Q.  Roo  8 Sep 
(BM,  1C,  HAS),  when  most  had  already  left. 
Only  one  report  of  parrots  was  received  dur- 
ing the  birdathon  22-23  Nov,  which  was 
alarming,  but  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos,  by  con- 
trast, were  in  evidence  that  day.  One  seen  3 
Nov  29.5  km  s.  of  Telchac  Puerto,  Yuc.  could 
have  been  a migrant  or  a resident.  Among  the 
surprises  of  the  season  were  the  reports  of 
Common  Nighthawk  migration  both  before 
and  after  Hurricane  Isidore.  A flock  of  15  was 
observed  7 Sep  flying  ne.  over  Celestun 
(DB),  possibly  the  same  16  seen  the  next  day 
flying  over  El  Eden,  Q.  Roo  (JR).  A few  indi- 
viduals were  noted  by  local  guides  at  Chun- 
yaxche in  the  last  week  of  Sep  and  early  Oct, 
though  a thorough  watch  for  migrants  was 
not  attempted.  However,  at  dusk  on  11  Oct 
BM,  DB,  and  members  of  the  tourism  coop- 
eratives of  Chunyaxche  watched  the  sky  for 
40  minutes  until  darkness  set  in  and  counted 
ca.  100  flying  low  in  an  ese.  direction,  feed- 
ing actively,  along  a front  about  one  km  wide. 
A Yucatan  Nightjar  was  seen  on  a road  in 
Celestun  22  Nov  (EG,  SL  et  ah).  Since  the 
late  1970s,  local  birders  have  reported 
Ringed  Kingfisher  in  the  n.  of  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula,  so  it  was  not  surprising  to  see  one 
cross  the  Chunyaxche  canal  7 Sep  (1C).  In 
the  1980s,  BM  reported  Northern  Barred 
Woodcreeper  in  n.  Q.  Roo;  again,  one  was 
seen  6 Sep  at  the  j.B.  (BM,  HAS). 

A Greenish  Elaenia  reported  23  Nov  at  San 
Salvadore  was  new  for  the  R.L.B.R.  (MT), 
while  a Yellow-bellied  Elaenia  observed  23 
Sep  just  s.  of  the  Cozumel  sewage  ponds  was 
new  for  the  island  (MC).  A Slate-headed 
Tody-Flycatcher  was  heard  at  Chunyaxche 
15  Dec  (AC,  DB).  An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee 
was  netted  28  Aug  at  Rancho  Hobonil,  s.  Yuc. 
(ML),  and  another  was  reported  at  Uxmal, 
Yuc.  22  Nov  (DB).  An  Alder/Willow  Fly- 
catcher was  observed  6 Sep  at  the  j.B.  (BM, 
HAS).  Very  rare  in  the  subregion,  an  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  first  reported  a few  km  s.  of 
Chuburna  20  Nov  (JM,  AM,  RS),  and  proba- 
bly the  same  bird  was  observed  23  Nov  feed- 
ing from  a low  branch  over  dune  grasses  at 
Churburna  Puerto,  several  km  to  the  e.  (BM, 
JL,  JR).  A Great  Crested  Flycatcher  heard  at 
Peten  Tucha  in  the  R.L.B.R.  23  Nov  was  late; 
this  species  is  a transient  in  the  subregion. 
Another  new  species  for  Cozumel  was  a Sul- 
phur-bellied Flycatcher  observed  23  Sep  s. 
of  El  Cedral,  most  likely  displaced  by  Hurri- 
cane Isidore  (MC),  although  vagrants  of  this 
species  are  reported  with  apparently  increas- 
ing frequency  elsewhere  (e.g.,  Baja  Califor- 
nia). A Piratic  Flycatcher  was  still  present  at 
Muyil  in  S.K.B.R.  26  Aug.  An  Eastern  King- 
bird was  at  Celestun  5 Aug  (DB),  while  a 
massive  migration  of  the  species  was  under- 


way by  8 Sep  over  S.K.B.R.  (BM,  IC,  HAS).  A 
migrating  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  seen 
9 Aug  flying  s.  over  the  Chetumal-Escarcega 
hwy.,  ca.  12  km.  w.  of  its  junction  with  the 
Cancun-Chetumal  hwy.  A Philadelphia  Vireo 
was  netted  at  Celestun  15  Oct  (ML). 

LARKS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

A new  record  for  the  peninsula,  a female 
Homed  Lark  was  discovered  23  Nov  close  to 
the  lagoon  behind  Progreso  (BM,  JL,  JR).  A 
Cliff  Swallow  was  seen  flying  in  company 
with  a few  Barn  Swallows  over  Muyil  1 1 Oct 
(BM).  Yucatan  Wrens  were  quiet  at  Celestun 
23  Nov,  but  White-lored  Gnatcatchers  were 
singing  consistently  on  the  same  day  (HGdS 
et  ah).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  netted 
at  El  Cuyo  15  Nov  (AC,  JD)  while  one  was 
seen  18  Nov  and  3 more  25  Nov,  moving 
about  in  a gumbo  limbo  tree  in  the  coastal 
dune  approximately  7 km  n.  of  Celestun 
(AD).  The  only  other  record  for  this  species 
in  the  subregion  is  an  individual  observed  by 
S.N.G.  Howell  on  Isla  Perez  in  mid-Oct 
1984,  making  the  above  observations  the 
first  for  the  mainland. 

At  least  6 Wood  Thrushes  were  calling 
vigorously  at  Chunyaxche  14-15  Dec  (DB, 
IC,  AC,  BM).  Hoyer  reported  a Hermit 
Thrash  30  Nov  at  the  J.B. , a new  species  for 
the  subregion.  American  Robin  made  an 
appearance  near  R.L.  23  Nov  (JM,  AM,  RS, 
PW,  TE).  One  of  Merida's  most  numerous 
birds,  Clay-colored  Robin  seemed  very 
scarce  after  the  hurricane  (BM,  PW,  m.  ob.). 
Black  Catbird  is  common  in  the  subregion, 
mainly  near  the  coast.  One  was  at  an  ant 
swarm  in  low  secondary  vegetation  near 
Conkal,  Yuc.,  approx.  25  km  inland,  22  Nov 
(BM).  A mid-afternoon  visit  to  the  J.B.  6 Sep 
proved  exceptional,  as  a mixed  flock  of 
migrants  fed  constantly  as  they  moved 
through  the  forest.  Some  of  the  warblers 
encountered  included  a male  Golden- 
winged, 2 Tennessees,  a Nashville,  an  imm. 
female  Yellow,  a male  Cerulean,  2 Black- 
and-whites,  a male  Prothonotary,  a Ken- 
tucky, and  a male  Hooded  (BM,  HAS).  Sev- 
eral Tennessees  and  ca.  8 Hoodeds  were 
observed  12-13  Oct  at  Chunyaxche,  sug- 
gesting active  migration  (BM,  DB).  Another 
interesting  sighting  at  the  oil  platform  ne.  of 
Ciudad  del  Carmen  included  a Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  12  Sep,  amid  the  garbage 
near  the  incinerator  (RA).  A rare  Swainson’s 
Warbler  was  netted  and  banded  at  El  Eden 
12  Oct  in  secondary  forest  (JR).  A Northern 
Waterthrush  was  reported  at  Celestun  19 
Aug  (DB),  while  a Louisiana  Waterthrush 
was  netted  10  Aug  at  Rancho  Hobonil  (ML), 
and  another  was  seen  22  Aug  at  Celestun 
(DB).  A male  Hooded  Warbler  was  seen  9, 
11  & 13  Sep  on  the  offshore  oil-drilling 
platform  mentioned  above  (RA).  A month 




later,  12-13  Oct,  ca.  8 migrants  were  heard 
moving  past.  A male  Wilsons  Warbler  and  a 
male  Canada  Warbler  were  reported  26  Sep 
at  Las  Coloradas  (MC). 

Five  Blue-gray  Tanagers  were  observed  in 
the  central  park  in  Merida,  Yuc.  22  Nov 
(MM),  and  another  was  seen  at  Hunucma, 
Yuc.  23  Nov  (DB),  showing  that  this  species 
quite  definitely  is  present  in  the  n.  of  the 
peninsula.  A single  Savannah  Sparrow  was 
found  in  dune  vegetation  at  Celestun  23  Nov 
(DB).  Grayish  Saltator,  one  of  Merida's  com- 
mon urban  birds,  was  largely  absent  after 
Hurricane  Isidore  (BM,  PW,  m.  ob.).  On  19 
Oct,  a female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was 
seen  one  km  w.,  and  a male  approx.  20  km 
w.,  of  Dzibichaltun,  Yuc.  (BM,  MP).  A female 
Blue  Grosbeak  was  seen  6 km  e.  of  Uxmal  22 
Nov  (DB).  This  species  is  less  numerous  here 
than  in  the  past.  An  ad.  male  and  at  least  2 
female  or  imm.  Baltimore  Orioles  were 
observed  at  Panaba,  Yuc.  23  Nov  (PW). 
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The  fall  season  once  again  was  character- 
ized by  several  firsts:  the  first  docu- 
mented Golden-cheeked  Warbler  in 
Costa  Rica,  the  first  Nazca  Booby  from  the 
Caribbean/Atlantic,  and  the  first  report  of 
Steller’s  Jay  in  El  Salvador  since  1927.  But  this 
year  marks  another  significant  milestone:  the 
first  bird  record  from  Honduras  to  grace  these 
pages!  Can  Nicaragua  be  far  behind? 

I would  like  to  make  a plea  for  readers  to 
submit  all  occurrences  of  Mangrove  Cuckoo  in 
Central  America  away  from  well-documented 
breeding  areas.  Determining  the  regional  and 
seasonal  status  of  this  species  in  the  Region 
must  be  one  of  the  most  under-appreciated 
challenges  here.  Where  is  it  resident?  Where  is 
it  only  a migrant  or  winter  visitor?  In  thou- 
sands of  hours  of  field  work  over  a decade,  I 
have  yet  to  see  this  species  in  Belize,  yet  it  has 
been  variously  reported  over  the  years  to  be  res- 
ident in  a number  of  coastal  areas. 

STORM-PETRELS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  ad.  Red-billed  Tropicbird  found  stranded  on 
the  beach  at  Malpais,  Peninsula  de  Nicoya  on  2 
Sep  (FL)  later  recovered  and  flew  off.  This 
pelagic  species  is  seldom  reported  from 
nearshore  Costa  Rica.  In  El  Salvador,  30  Amer- 
ican White  Pelicans  at  Cerron  Grande  near  Rio 
Soyate,  Chalatenango  28  Sep  (NH)  were  either 
early  fall  arrivals  or  possibly  oversummering. 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  are  occasionally 
reported  far  inland,  but  a group  of  15  circling 
over  the  old  airstrip  at  Tikal  N.R  23  Sep  (JT) 
must  have  come  as  quite  a surprise!  Two  days 
later,  2 were  present  at  nearby  Flores  (EP).  Such 
observations  raise  the  question:  How  much 
gene  flow  might  there  be  between  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  populations?  A kettle  of  69  Swallow- 
tailed Kites  migrating  e.  past  the  Snake  Cayes  2 
Aug  (LZ)  were  clearly  taking  an  overwater 
shortcut  from  Belize  across  the  Bay  of  Honduras 
on  their  annual  aerial  trek  to  South  America. 
The  presence  of  Double-toothed  Kite  in  Belize’s 
northernmost  district  was  established  21  Sep 
when  one  was  seen  near  Shipstern,  Corozal 
(JL).  Three  Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  reported  in 
Belize  this  fall:  one  on  23  Oct  at  Punta  Gorda, 
one  near  All  Pines,  Stann  Creek , 6 Nov  (both 
LJ),  and  one  10  Nov  near  Monkey  River,  Toledo 
(PB,  RZ,  EM). 

A Ruddy  Crake  heard  at  Plan  de  Amayo  1 
Sep  (NH)  established  the  first  record  for  Son- 
sonate,  and  one  heard  and  seen  at  Laguna  de 
Olomega,  San  Miguel  13  Nov  (NH,  WR)  was 


the  first  recorded  at  that  locality  since  1925. 
This  species  is  at  the  s.  limit  of  its  range  in  El 
Salvador.  A Black  Rail  heard  repeatedly  at  close 
range  near  Big  Falls,  Toledo  9 Nov  (LJ)  was  the 
most  recent  of  a mere  handful  of  records  of  this 
enigmatic  species  in  Belize.  A Rufous-necked 
Wood-Rail  heard  and  seen  18  Aug  at  1500  m 
elevation  on  the  slopes  of  San  Salvador  Volcano 
(NH,  RIP)  lends  credence  to  the  notion  that 
this  species  is  an  altitudinal  migrant,  breeding 
in  mountainous  forest  understory  and  winter- 
ing (Sep-Apr)  in  coastal  mangrove  swamps. 

Southern  Lapwings  continue  to  be  reported 
from  Costa  Rica  and  from  an  increasing  number 
of  sites.  One  was  in  the  interior  at  Los  Lagos  de 
San  Ramon  (850  m elev.)  31  Aug — 30  Nov+ 
(BY,  RD,  EA);  2 were  at  Playa  Herradura,  near 
Jaco  23  Sep  (WG);  and  one  was  at  the  San 
Isidro  de  El  General  S.T.P  25-26  Sep  (JRZ,  NU, 
WO).  In  El  Salvador,  20  Snowy  Plovers  and  48 
Wilsons  Plovers  at  Bocana  El  Cordoncillo,  La 
Paz  6 Sep  (NH)  were  considered  to  be  unusu- 
ally large  concentrations  for  this  date,  and  15 
Wilsons  Phalaropes  at  Cerron  Grande  Reser- 
voir near  Colima  28  Sep  (NH)  was  the  largest 
concentration  of  this  species  yet  recorded  in  the 
country.  A visiting  VE.N.T.  tour  group  had  the 
good  fortune  of  finding  a Long-billed  Curlew 
in  a large  flock  of  shorebirds  on  the  extensive 


Two  summer-season  reports  were  received  too  late  for  inclusion  in  the  last  issue,  and  both  involve  beached 
■ \ seabirds.  Following  the  Spring  Season  report  of  two  unidentified  storm-petrels,  thought  to  be  Leach's,  found  ashore 
at  Tortuguero  in  May  is  a report  of  yet  another  emaciated  storm-petrel  found  on  the  beach  there  in  front  of  the  conserva- 
tion center,  this  time  on  2 Jul  (TB).The  oil-soaked  bird  was  still  alive,  but  attempts  to  nurse  it  back  to  health  were  unsuc- 
cessful, as  were  attempts  to  preserve  the  specimen  when  a misguided  employee  tossed  the  carcass  in  the  river.  Fortunately, 
it  was  videotaped  and  its  body-length  was  given  as  19  cm.  From  the  evidence  at  hand,  it  appears  to  be  a Leach's  Storm- 
Petrel.  Although  regular  off  the  Pacific  coast,  these  appear  to  be  the  first  Leach's  Storm-Petrel  records  for  the  Caribbean 
coast.  Where  are  these  birds  coming  from?  Were  there  two  oil-spills  far  out  at  sea  in  late  Apr  and  late  Jun  that  went  unre- 
ported? Is  there  a recent  natural  oil  seep  somewhere  off  Caribbean  Costa  Rica? 

Equally  interesting  was  a juv.  Nazca  Booby  found  dying  in  Cristobal  Harbor  near  Colon  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  Panama 
19  Jul  (ph.  NP).The  bird  had  been  banded  in  the  Galapagos  Islands  in  Apr. This  appears  to  be  the  first  record  from  the 
Atlantic  for  this  recently  recognized  species. 


H. Lee  Jones 

P.O.Box  158 
Punta  Gorda,  Belize 
U.S.  address: 

12188  Central  Avenue,  #605 
Chino,  California  91710 
(buteo@attglobal.net) 


mudflats  at  Panama  Viejo  24  Oct  (BZ,  VE  et 
al).  This  species  is  very  rare  as  far  s.  as  Panama. 
Also  rare  in  s.  Central  America  was  an  ad. 
Forster’s  Tern  in  basic  plumage  well  seen  at  Tar- 
coles,  Costa  Rica  28  Nov  (BT).  A flock  of  372 
Elegant  Terns  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz 
25  Nov  (TJ)  was  considerably  larger  than  the 
previous  El  Salvador  high  count  of  80. 

PARAKEETS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A dock  of  25  Red-throated  Green  Parakeets  on 
San  Salvador  Volcano,  La  Li bertad  25  Aug  (NH) 
was  present  at  an  unusual  date  in  an  area  where 
the  species  is  believed  to  be  a seasonal  visitor. 
Rarely  reported  in  Costa  Rica,  but  probably  not 
as  rare  as  the  few  records  indicate,  was  a Black- 
billed Cuckoo  on  12  Oct  (JRZ)  at  1100  m ele- 
vation in  Naranjo  de  Alajeula.  Two  separate 
Mangrove  Cuckoos  were  present  near  Ship- 
stern,  Corozal  4,  7 & 13  Sep  (JL).  Although  not 
recorded  in  Belize  until  1998,  the  Short-tailed 
Nighthawk  has  now  been  recorded  in  the  coun- 
try on  four  occasions,  three  times  on  cayes.  The 
latest  comes  from  Caye  Caulker  (the  2nd  from 
this  caye),  where  one  was  carefully  studied 
perched  on  a tree  limb  13  Aug  (J&DB).  An 
impressive  flock  of  370  Chestnut-collared 
Swifts  at  El  Boqueron  Crater,  San  Salvador  Vol- 
cano 10  Aug  (NH)  was  easily  the  largest  assem- 
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Pine  Warblers  continue  to  be  reported  in  Central  America  from  as  far  s.as  Costa  Rica,  yet  there  is  only  one  credible 
record  from  s.  of  northeastern  Mexico  (where  it  is  a vagrant) — an  astounding  but  carefully  documented  multiple- 
observer  sight  record  of  2 individuals  in  Costa  Rica  in  Aug-Sep  1976  (Stiles  and  Smith  1980).  Unlike  most  other  North 
American  warblers,  this  species  is  not  a long-distant  migrant.  It  is  also  one  of  the  most  challenging  of  the  group  to  iden- 
tify. Even  seasoned  observers  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  species  have  been  fooled.  Any  convincing  report  of  this  species 
in  Central  America  must  be  accompanied  by  a detailed  description  that  decisively  rules  out  all  other  species,  and  ideally 
should  be  accompanied  by  a photograph  or  museum  specimen. 


biage  yet  recorded  in  El  Salvador.  A lone  Lesser 
Swallow-tailed  Swift  at  Fireburn,  Cornzal  18 
Oct  (JL)  was  the  northernmost  documented 
occurrence  of  this  species  in  Belize  and  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula.  In  El  Salvador,  5 or  more 
male  Sparkling-tailed  Hummingbirds  (no 
females  were  seen)  frequented  a coffee  planta- 
tion at  Apaneca,  Ahuachapan  from  May  to  Oct 
(AMC).  This  species  is  rarely  seen  in  El  Sal- 
vador, and  little  is  known  of  its  seasonal  move- 
ments. 

In  El  Salvador,  a Scaled  Antpitta  seen  at  1800 
m elevation  at  Los  Planes  de  Montecristo,  Santa 
Ana  24  Nov  (AMC)  was  the  first  recorded  in 
Montecristo  N.P  since  the  1970s,  and  a Bright- 
rumped  Attila  heard  on  San  Salvador  Volcano, 
La  Libcrtad  23  Nov  (NH)  was  in  an  area  where 
it  is  seldom  recorded.  A Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher near  Shipstern,  Corozal  23  Sep  (JL)  was 
the  earliest  fall  report  yet  for  Belize,  eclipsing 
the  old  record  by  five  days.  In  Costa  Rica,  the 
Warbling  Vireo  is  a very  rare  migrant  and  win- 
ter visitor,  so  one  seen  13  Oct  at  Home  Cr., 
Limon  (JS,  EC  et  al.)  was  noteworthy.  A group 
of  3-4  Steller’s  Jays  on  Cerro  El  Pital,  Chalate- 
nango  12  Oct  (AMC)  was  the  first  recorded  in 
El  Salvador  since  1927.  The  previous  report  was 
also  from  Cerro  El  Pital.  Whether  these  birds 
represent  a small  but  elu- 
sive resident  population  or 
wanderers  from  nearby 
Honduras  is  not  known. 

Farther  s.,  a Black-chested 
Jay  at  Agua  Buena  near  San 
Vito  at  1100  m 22  Aug 
(JRZ)  was  the  3rd  record 
lor  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Costa  Rica,  all  coming 
within  the  last  two  years, 
an  indication  that  this 
species  may  be  extending 
its  range  beyond  the 
divide.  A flock  of  Rufous- 
collared  Robins  appeared 
10  Sep  (AMC)  at  1525-m 
Apaneca,  17  km  w.  of  its 
closest  known  breeding 
site  in  El  Salvador.  This 
may  represent  a new  record  for  Ahuachapan. 

WARBLERS 

Both  Northern  Parula  and  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  are  rarely  seen  as  far  s.  as  Costa  Rica, 
so  an  ad.  male  of  the  former  7 km  n.  of  Rio 
Estrella  24  Nov  (BT)  and  a female  of  the  latter 
al  Braulio  Carrillo  N.P  1 Oct  (GO)  were  quite 
unexpected.  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  is  a com- 
mon winter  visitor  on  the  Caribbean  slope  of  n. 
Central  America  but  very  rare  on  the  Pacific 


slope;  thus  one  seen  27  Oct  (TJ)  at  Nuevo  Oco- 
topeque,  Honduras,  only  10  km  from  El  Sal- 
vador where  there  is  only  one  record,  was  note- 
worthy. Similarly,  the  Myrtle  Warbler  is  nearly 
as  rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  n.  Central  Amer- 
ica as  its  counterpart  Audubon’s  is  on  the 
Caribbean  slope;  thus,  3 Myrtle  Warblers  25 
Nov  at  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz 
(TJ)  was  a significant 
observation  for  El  Salvador. 

But  the  best  warbler  of  the 
fall  was  clearly  the  first-fall 
female  Golden-cheeked 
Warbler  closely  studied  at 
1400  m on  Cerro  Pata  de 
Gallo,  San  Ramon  de  Ala- 
juela  on  2 Sep  (tJRZ).  This 
observation  represents  the 
first  record  for  Costa  Rica 
and  the  southernmost 
record  ever  for  this  species. 

Setting  the  record  straight, 
a healthy  number  of  Her- 
mit Warblers  on  El  Pital, 

Chalatenango  13  Oct 
(AMC)  supports  the  prevailing  evidence  that 
this  species  is  a rather  common  winter  visitor  in 
the  interior  highlands  of  El  Salvador,  contra  its 
portrayal  in  the  literature 
as  very  rare. 

A male  Prairie  Warbler 
at  Summit  Gardens  nw.  of 
Panama  City  27  Oct  came 
as  a real  surprise  to  its  dis- 
coverers (BZ,  VE,  and 
other  V.E.N.T.  partici- 
pants). This  species  is  very 
rare  as  far  s.  as  Panama.  A 
Blackpoll  Warbler,  a rare 
late  fall  migrant  in  Costa 
Rica,  was  at  Birrisito  de 
Paraiso  e.  of  Cartago  10 
Oct  (EC).  Like  Chestnut- 
sided Warbler,  Hooded 
Warbler  is  common  on  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  n.  Cen- 
tral America  but  is  rarely 
seen  on  the  Pacific  slope, 
so  2 males  at  San  Salvador  Volcano,  La  Libertad 
23  Nov  (NH)  were  unexpected.  Farther  s.,  in 
Panama,  it  is  at  the  extreme  s.  limit  of  its  win- 
ter range,  so  a female  at  Tocuman  Marsh  2 Oct 
(GA)  was  certainly  noteworthy.  An  estimated 
25-35  Wilson’s  Warblers  in  a flock  at  Apaneca, 
Ahuachapan  28  Aug  (AMC)  represented  a sur- 
prisingly large  number,  especially  for  so  early  in 
the  season.  A Canada  Warbler  at  San  Salvador 
Volcano,  La  Libertad  2 Nov  (NH)  was  the  latest 
date  on  record  for  this  transient  in  El  Salvador. 


HONEYCREEPERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Thanks  to  JLs  exhaustive  year-long  study  of 
birds  in  Corozal , we  now  know  that  the  Red- 
legged  Honeycreeper  is  not  resident  in  n.  Belize 
but  departs  in  Sep.  It  also  appears  to  be  decid- 
edly less  common  during  most  winters  farther 
s.  in  Belize. 

This  past  season,  JRZ  documented  several 
groups  of  the  elusive  and  peripatetic  Slate-col-  '<■ 
ored  Seedeater  in  Costa  Rica.  At  Sabalito  de 
Coto  Brus,  he  found  many  females  and  singing 
males  in  at  least  five  small  forest  fragments 
between  900  and  1100  m elevation  with  an 
understory  of  fruiting  bamboo  during  two  vis- 
its to  the  site  23  Aug  and  11  Sep.  In  his  words, 
they  “seemingly  appeared  en  masse  out  of  the 
ether”  in  an  area  where  they 
had  never  been  reported  j 
before.  He  also  heard  songs 
from  at  least  2 birds  in  simi-  ! 
lar  habitat  at  750  m elevation 
in  Los  Altos  de  Salitre, 
Buenos  Aires  de  Puntarenas 
on  29  Sep,  and  had  several 
females  and  singing  males  in 
a mature  rice  field  and  adja- 
cent swamp  forest  at  Zapote 
de  Sarapiqul  about  10  km  e. 
of  Puerto  Viejo  on  17  Oct. 
The  latter  were  the  first 
reported  from  Costa  Rica’s 
Caribbean  slope  in  many 
years.  He  recorded  another 
itinerant  bamboo  feeder, 
Blue  Seedeater,  at  Cerros  Diria,  near  Santa  Cruz 
5 Nov.  This  female  was  the  first  of  the  species 
reported  from  the  mountains  of  Peninsula  de 
Nicoya. 

Of  the  handful  of  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  records 
from  Belize  most  are  from  the  cayes;  thus  one 
seen  in  the  Mtn.  Pine  Ridge  30  Nov  by  CB  and 
Field  Guides  tour  participants  was  noteworthy. 

A Melodious  Blackbird  23  Aug  at  Sabalito  de 
Coto  Brus  (JRZ)  was  at  the  s.  extreme  in  Costa 
Rica  of  its  slowly  expanding  range.  Coto  Brus  is 
only  4 km  from  Panama,  where  the  species  is 
yet  to  be  recorded. 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in  boldface); 
Eduardo  Amengual,  George  Angehr  (Panama),  | 
Philip  Balderamos,  Tom  Bartlett,  Chris  Benesh, 
Jim  and  Dorothy  Beveridge,  Alvaro  Moises 
Calderon,  Ernesto  Carman,  Robert  Dean,  Victor 
Emanuel,  Charlie  Gomez,  William  Granados, 
Nestor  Herrera,  Tom  Jenner,  Lee  Jones  (Belize), 
Oliver  Komar  (El  Salvador),  Jacques  Laesser, 
Felipe  Lopez,  Evaristo  Muschamp,  Gerardo  [ 
Obando,  Walter  Odio,  Erick  Peche,  Norma  i 
Ponce,  Ricardo  Ibarra  Portillo,  Wilfredo 
Rodriguez,  Julio  Sanchez,  Julio  Tot,  Jonathan,  5 
Urbina,  Noel  Urena,  VE.N.T.  (Victor  Emanuel  1 
Nature  Tours),  Bruce  Young,  Len  Zeoli,  James  R. 
Zook  (.Costa  Rica),  Ralph  Zuniga. 
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This  dying  juvenile  Nazca  Booby,  photographed 
near  Colon  on  the  Atlantic-side  entrance  to  the 
Panama  Canal,  established  the  first  record  of  this 
species  away  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  basin  19  July 
2002,  though  the  possibility  that  it  rode  a ship 
through  the  Canal  cannot  be  dismissed.  The  bird 
had  been  banded  in  the  Galapagos  Islands  in  April 
2002.  Photograph  by  Aivaro  A.Jaen  Collado/CEASPA. 


This  emaciated  Leach's  Storm-Petrel  was  found 
dying  on  the  beach  at  Tortuguero,  Costa  Rica 
2 July  2002.  Incredibly,  two  other  dying 
storm-petrels,  thought  to  be  Leach's,  were 
found  in  the  same  location  in  early  May. 
Photograph  from  video  by  Gary  Neuman. 


Fronts,  depressions,  and  tropical  cy- 
clones produced  fascinating  avian  fallout 
on  Bermuda  and  the  Bahamas,  as  well  as 
on  islands  farther  south.  Veteran  birders  on 
Bermuda  lamented  that  the  fall  migration  over 
the  Western  Atlantic  was  one  of  the  poorest  in 
32  years — until  the  front  of  21  October,  when  it 
apparently  rained  Blackpoll  Warblers  by  the 
hundreds,  if  not  thousands  onto  the  island.  In 
the  end,  Bermuda’s  cumulative  seasonal  tally  of 
37  warbler  species  was  remarkable,  as  only  38 
species  have  been  documented  there  ever!  Fall 
Blackpoll  Warblers  migrate  over  open  ocean 
and  are  sporadic  in  their  appearance  in  the 
Bahamas,  but  this  year  good  numbers  were  seen 
on  Eleuthera  and  Crooked  and  Acklins  Islands, 
which  front  the  open  Atlantic.  In  the  Cayman 
Islands,  where  some  migrants  take  a cross  Gulf- 
Caribbean  route,  certain  warblers  were 
recorded  early  there,  and  other  species  were 
reported  for  the  first  time  in  several  years  (cf. 
Bradley  2000).  The  highlights  of  the  fall  in  the 
Bahamas  were  the  return  of  the  Kirtland’s  War- 
blers to  the  site  discovered  by  Paul  Dean  last 
spring,  and  the  two  Caspian  Terns  seen  on  New 
Providence.  Flycatchers  and  warblers,  perhaps 
the  most  beguiling  and  sought-after  migrants 
during  fall  migration,  were  widespread  and,  in 
many  instances,  provided  new  location  records 
and  early  arrival  dates. 

On  a more  sobering  note,  Nancy  Norman 
reports  (fide  Bruce  Hallett)  widespread  shoot- 
ing of  Cuban  Parrots  by  orchard  farmers  on  the 
Cayman  Islands  and  a total  lack  of  response  by 
law  enforcement.  As  yet,  there  have  been  no 
reports  of  unexplained  mortality  of  birds  from 
the  Antilles  that  could  indicate  a Caribbean 
presence  of  West  Nile  virus. 

Abbreviation:  U.S.VI.  (United  States  Virgin 
Islands). 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Ten  Greater  Shearwaters  were  seen  5-8  km  e.  of 
St.  Lucia  20  Jun  (DLS,  DD);  though  certainly  a 
regular  late-spring  migrant  here,  reports  are 
few.  The  first  fall  record  of  Red-billed  Trop- 
! icbird  for  Bermuda  occurred  14  Aug  off  Non- 
such I.,  only  the  islands’  4th  (DBW).  A juv. 
Northern  Gannet  was  off  St.  David’s  Head, 
Bermuda  17  & 26  Nov  (ESB,  JM).  A banded 
imm.  American  White  Pelican  at  North  Pond 
on  6-30  Nov+  (DO,  m.  ob.)  furnished  the  first 
record  for  Bermuda.  At  the  golf  course  on  Par- 
adise I.,  New  Providence,  60  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants were  counted  on  5 Oct  (LG,  SBu, 
R&SBo).  Green  Heron  was  confirmed  as  breed- 
ing for  the  first  time  at  Bermuda  30  Jul  (DBW). 
An  ad.  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  at  Sugar 
Bay,  St.  Thomas  3-24  Nov  (FH)  may  indicate  a 
local  expansion  from  St.  Croix  or  Puerto  Rico. 
A rare  American  Bittern  was  reported  from  Bar- 
bados 12  Oct  (MF).  Fifty-five  White  Ibis  at  Dia- 
mond Farms,  New  Providence  12  Oct  is 
believed  to  be  the  high  count  for  the  Bahamas 
(AB,  BH). 

At  Trou  Caiman,  a shallow  lake  near  Port-au- 
Prince,  Haiti,  a native  boatman  on  19  Oct  man- 
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aged  to  find  for  JRC  only  a single  West  Indian 
Whistling-Duck,  probably  the  most  threatened 
species  of  waterfowl  on  Hispaniola.  On  24  Sep, 
a high  count  of  14  was  observed  on  the  driving 
range  at  AUTEC  Base,  Andros  (CC).  A pair  was 
photographed  at  Carambola  Resort  on  St.  Croix 
25  Oct  for  the  first  documented  report  from  the 
V I.  since  1941  (FH).  At  Barbados,  12  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Duck  ducklings  provided  evi- 
dence of  the  first  breeding  there  29  Sep  (MF). 
By  16  Nov,  there  were  10  ducklings  still  at  The 
Hope  Pond  (MF).  On  17  Nov,  White-cheeked 
Pintails  numbered  48  (including  6 ducklings), 
while  another  45  were  at  Sapphire  Beach,  e.  St. 
Thomas  17  Nov  (FH).  On  a 5 Oct  duck  count 
(LG,  SBu,  R&SBo)  at  Paradise  L,  Nassau,  32 
White-cheeked  Pintails  and  7 Ruddy  Ducks 
were  recorded.  In  Saint  Martin,  HVB’s  study  of 
wintering  Blue-winged  Teal  showed  a peak  of 
69  birds  on  26  Oct.  At  Barbuda,  DK  found  a 
Ring-necked  Duck  on  5 Nov,  for  perhaps  the 
first  record  there.  An  imm.  Surf  Scoter  on  Man- 
grove L.,  Bermuda  31  Oct  (SR,  DE)  provided 
the  only  fall  report  this  year  and  the  first  in 
seven  years.  Three  Ruddy  Ducks  were  noted  at 
Trou  Caiman,  Haiti  14  Sep  (JRC). 

Five  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  seen  at  the 
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From  Guadeloupe,  a Marsh  Harrier  (Circus  a.  aeruginosus ) was  seen  and  photographed  1 1 Nov+  at  Grand  Cul-de- 
Sac-Marin  (LM,  GB;  AL).  Some  authorities  recognize  two  species  within  the  complex,  namely  Eastern  Marsh  Harrier 
(C.  spilonotus)  and  Western  or  Eurasian  Marsh  Harrier  (Circus  aeruginosus),  which  has  strayed  as  far  as  Iceland  on  several 
occasions  but  has  not  figured  prominently  in  rosters  of  anticipated  Old  World  vagrants  to  the  New  World.  If  confirmed  from 
photographs,  the  Guadeloupe  bird  would  constitute  the  first  indubitable  New  World  occurrence. There  is  only  one  other 
New  World  report  of  this  species,  a juv.  female  at  Chincoteague  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Virginia  4 Dec  1 994  (Shedd  et  al. 
1998);  in  that  case,  photographs  were  not  deemed  sufficient  to  place  the  species  in  Category  1 of  the  state's  list,  but 
descriptions  and  sketches  were  accepted  for  Category  2 (and  for  the  Appendix  of  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union's 
ChecMsf;cf.A.O.  U.2000). 

Bond's  (1985)  old  report  of  Eurasian  Kestrel  from  Martinique  (9  December,  no  year)  was  for  years  the  only  Caribbean 
report  of  an  Old  World  raptor,  and  it  is  undocumented.  But  as  Black  Kite  has  been  recently  documented  at  Dominica  1 6 April 
1 999  (D.  McRae,  ph.  C.  Braun,  m.  ob.)  and  in  mid-October  1999  in  the  British  Virgin  Islands  (Mazar  Barnett  and  Kirwan  2002), 
observers  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  and  elsewhere  should  keep  an  eye  skyward — even  if  some  of  these  birds  are  assisted  by 
trans-Atlantic  vessels,  their  presence  in  the  Region  is  of  great  interest.The  number  and  diversity  of  Palearctic  vagrants  to  the 
Caribbean  region  grow  steadily,  as  catalogued  in  a recommended  recent  paper  in  Dutch  Birding  (Ebels  2002). 


agricultural  grounds  at  Cayman  Islands  on  7 
Sep  (NN,  TB),  and  another  5 accompanied  2 
Mississippi  Kites  there  on  2 Oct. 

On  Antigua,  an  undetermined  mixture  of  9 
American  and  Caribbean  Coots  were  at  Jolly 
Harbor  1 Sep  (FH);  on  the  same  date  at  St. 
Croix,  Floyd  Hayes  found  6 American-type 
with  3 Caribbean-type  coots  showing  signs  of 
pairing  and  possibly  hybridization. 

On  1 Sep,  PD  and  TW  found  4 Piping 
Plovers,  10  Semipalmated  Plovers,  and  40 
Black-bellied  Plovers  on  South  Beach,  New 
Providence.  A lone  Piping  Plover  was  on  the 
Atlantic  side  of  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco  12  Oct  (RP). 
Snowy  Plovers  numbered  10  at  Trou  Caiman, 
Haiti  14  Sep  (JRC).  At  St.  John,  U.S.V.I.,  a 
Whimbrel  was  at  Francis  Bay  2 & 6 Oct  (LB). 
A seasonal  high  count  of  4 Solitary  Sandpipers 
was  noted  at  Turpentine  Run  golf  course  21 
Oct  (FH).  Among  a large  fallout  of  shorebirds 
at  the  Bermuda  airport  following  the  merger  of 
Tropical  Storm  Cristobal  with  a frontal  trough 
7-8  Aug  was  a Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  9 Aug, 
possibly  the  earliest  date  for  that  island 
(DBW),  with  36  Semipalmated  Plovers,  22 
Lesser  Yellowlegs,  54  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers, 133  Least  Sandpipers,  18  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers,  24  Pectoral  Sandpipers, 
and  46  Short-billed  Dowitchers.  On  Guade- 
loupe, a Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  found  among 
hundreds  of  shorebirds  at  La  Grande  Saline  1 
Sep  (AL).  Wilsons  Phalarope  was  noted  at 
Jubilee  Road,  Bermuda  as  early  as  2 Sep  (EA), 
with  3 there  13  Sep.  A Northern  Lapwing  at 
the  Bermuda  airport  25-30  Nov+  provided  the 
3rd  record  there  (DW),  previous  records  being 
from  1957  and  1987. 

A Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  the  Nassau 
Sailing  Club,  Bahamas  3 Oct  was  early  (JB).  At 
Lashings  Lagoon,  Antigua,  DK  recorded  2 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  3 Nov,  for  one  of  the 
few  reports  from  the  n.  Lesser  Antilles.  On  10 
Aug,  JRC  recorded  5 Gull-billed  Terns  at  Trou 
Caiman,  Haiti.  Six  Forster’s  Terns  at  the  Mid- 
land Pond  at  Cayman  Islands  were  unexpected 
31  Aug  (NN,  TB).  A Least  Tern  at  the  Bermuda 
airport  9 Aug  (DBW)  was  the  season’s  only 
fall  report  there.  At  Trou  Caiman,  JRC  found 
2 Black  Terns  10  Aug,  with  17  there  14  Sep. 
Two  Caspian  Terns  at  Diamond  Farms,  New 


Providence  2 Nov  were  noteworthy  (PD). 

PHEASANTS  THROUGH  ICTERIDS 

A Ring-necked  Pheasant,  introduced  to 
Eleuthera  as  a game  species,  was  collected  (fide 
EP)  this  fall  and  indicates  they  are  still  surviv- 
ing in  less-than-optimal  habitat. 

White-winged  Doves  appear  to  be  expanding 
into  the  Lesser  Antilles,  where  Frost  has 
noticed  them  for  several  years.  On  St.  Thomas, 
FH  found  7 on  22  Sep  and  6 on  St.John  13  Oct. 
A White-winged  Dove,  rare  on  New  Provi- 
dence, returned  for  the  3rd  year  to  CW’s  feeder 
at  Coral  Harbour  26  Nov.  Klauber  found  pairs 
of  Red-necked 
and  an  Imperial 
Parrot  at  the  Syn- 
dicat  reserve, 

Dominica  7 Nov; 
elsewhere,  he  also 
located  two  pairs 
of  St.  Lucia  Par- 
rots 30  Oct  and 
several  St.  Vincent 
Parrots  2 Nov.  At 
an  orange  and  cof- 
fee grove  under  a 
variety  of  shade 
trees  at  Haut 
Savanne,  Haiti, 

JRC  noted  4 His- 
paniolan  Parrots 
24  Nov.  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  at  Harrington 
Hundreds,  Bermuda  3 Aug  (DBW)  was  one  of 
the  earliest  recorded  there,  while  one  at  Wights 
Garden,  Cayman  Islands  22-24  Sep  after  Tropi- 
cal Storm  Isidore  was  both  rare  and  early  there 
(NN,  TB),  with  only  one  previous  record.  A 
Short-eared  Owl  was  noted  at  Las  Mareas,  Sali- 
nas, Puerto  Rico  5 Oct  (LS).  On  Dominica,  BJB 
( fide  DK)  states  that  Barn  Owls  may  be  found 
near  Coulibistrie,  s.  of  Portsmouth,  where  he 
has  seen  4-5  birds  foraging  over  fields.  A Chim- 
ney Swift  seen  at  Port  Royal  Golf  Course, 
Bermuda  9 Sep  (AD)  was  the  earliest  of  the  fall 
and  probably  linked  to  the  passage  of  Subtropi- 
cal Storm  Gustav  (8-10  Sep),  which  brought 
swallows  and  warblers  as  well.  A roosting  Long- 
eared Owl  at  Fort  Scaur  18  Nov  (SF)  was  a 
great  rarity  there;  there  have  been  records  of 


just  2 live  birds  on  Bermuda  since  the  19th  cen- 
tury! The  first  Burrowing  Owl  reported  in  years 
was  found  on  the  Bridle  Trail,  Lucaya,  Grand 
Bahama  5 Sep  (Linda  Buchanan). 

A single  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  at  Little  Cay- 
man 23  Nov  was  a remarkable  local  find  (NN, 
TB).  An  Eastern  Phoebe,  an  Eastern  Wood- 
Pewee,  and  a late  Gray  Kingbird  were  at  Shan- 
non Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  15  Nov  (BH, 
GB).  A Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was  noted  22 
Sep  at  Port  Royal  Golf  Course,  Bermuda  (EA). 

A rare  occurrence  of  Acadian  Flycatcher  was 
noted  on  28-30  Oct  in  the  near  White’s  Garden 
Development,  Grand  Cayman  (BH,  NN,  TB).  A 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  seen  well  (NN,  TB)  at 
Patrick's  L,  Cayman  Islands  29  Sep  provided  a 
new  record  there.  An  outstanding  find  at  Ferry 
Point  Park  was  an  Olive-sicled  Flycatcher  on  4 
Oct  (EA),  which  proved  to  be  the  earliest  fall 
date  for  Bermuda.  On  30  Nov,  a juv.  male  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  provided  only  the  3rd 
record  for  Cayman  Islands  in  West  Bay,  Grand 
Cayman  near  the  Hell  Post  Office.  A Northern 
Mockingbird  found  at  the  Bermuda  Biological 
Station  20  Nov  was  the  first  there  since  1996 
(EA). 

Of  the  five  vireo  species  noted  at  Bermuda,  a 
very  early  migrant  [North  American]  White- 
eyed (EA),  a Yellow-throated  (PW),  and  a War-  [ 
bling  (PW)  were  all  seen  on  12  Sep,  while  a 
Philadelphia  was  seen  there  19  Sep  (EA).  On  3 


Nov,  a Yellow-throated  Vireo,  very  rare  in  the 
Dominican  Republic,  was  noted  at  the  Santo 
Domingo  Botanical  Gardens  (PGR,  KW,  LML, 
SMB).  A single  Blue-headed  Vireo  on  28-30  Oct 
provided  a first  record  for  Cayman  Islands 
across  from  Truman  Bodden  Field,  Grand  Cay- 
man (ph.  BH,  NN,  TB).  At  Trou  Caiman,  11 
Hispaniolan  Palm  Crows  were  seen  30  Nov, 
while  White-necked  Crows  numbered  as  many 
as  10  at  Port  Morgan  resort  on  lie-a-Vache,  off 
Port-au-Prince,  Haiti  19  Sep  (JRC).  A Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  18  Oct  at  Sears  Cave, 
Bermuda  (JM)  was  the  only  one  reported  for 
the  season  and  all  the  more  remarkable  in  a 
year  that  saw  almost  no  migrants  to  the  Mid- 
west or  East.  A Golden-crowned  Kinglet  noted 
at  Bermuda  30  Oct  was  also  the  season’s  first 
recorded  (AD  et  al.).  A Northern  Wheatear  was 


Bermuda's  first  American  White  Pelican  turned  up  6 November  2002  (here  15  November 
at  Mid-Ocean  Golf  Course)  and  remained  through  the  fall  period,  to  the  delight  of 
local  birders  and  golfers!  Photograph  by  Edward  5.  Brinkley 
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at  Castle  Harbour,  Bermuda  20  Oct  (JM),  where 
rare.  A Veery  at  Great  Head  Park  14  Sep  fur- 
nished the  only  record  from  Bermuda  this  sea- 
son (DBW),  whereas  one  at  Patrick’s  I.,  Cayman 
Islands  24  Sep  provided  a new  early  arrival  date 
(NN,  TB). 

Among  warblers  found 
at  the  Santo  Domingo 
Botanical  Gardens,  Domi- 
nican Republic  27  Oct  by 
PGR,  KW,  LML,  and  SMB 
were  a Blue-winged,  a 
Chestnut-sided,  and  a Ken- 
tucky; plus  4 Swainson’s  27 
& 29  Oct.  A Tennessee 
Warbler  recorded  following 
passage  of  a cold  front  18 
Sep  on  Grand  Cayman  pro- 
vided a new  early  arrival 
date  (NN,  TB).  Thirty- 
seven  species  of  warblers, 
one  hybrid  form,  and  one 
distinctive  vagrant  sub- 
species were  recorded  from 
Bermuda  between  9 Aug 
(Yellow  Warbler)  and  16 
Nov  (Audubon’s  Warbler); 
the  total  of  21  warbler 
species  at  Port  Royal  Golf 
Course  24  Nov  (SR)  gives  a good  indication  of 
how  rich  the  diversity  of  warblers  can  be  on 
Bermuda,  but  veteran  observers  Amos  and 
Wingate  attest  that  the  numbers  of  migrants  are 
much  reduced  overall  from  the  1960s.  Among 
the  mix  on  Bermuda  was  a Brewster’s  Warbler 
at  Riddell’s  Bay  10-14  Aug,  with  another  21  Sep 
at  Fort  Scaur  (AD;  SR);  a Cerulean  Warbler  25 
Aug  (EA),  the  first  of  3 birds  of  the  season;  a 
Connecticut  Warbler  3 Oct  seen  at  Port  Royal 
Golf  Course  (AD);  and  an  Audubon’s  Warbler 
1 at  the  same  location  16  Nov  (ph.  ESB  et  al.),  the 
latter  only  the  3rd  Bermuda  record  for  this  dis- 
tinctive w.  subspecies.  At  least  4 of  the  6 Kirt- 
land’s  Warblers  banded  in  Eleuthera  last  spring 
returned  to  the  same  site,  and  4 more  have  been 
banded  there  (JW).  A team  from  Nassau  led  by 
PD  visited  the  site  19-20  Oct  and  saw  2 Kirt- 
i land’s  Warblers  as  well  as  a 3rd  being  banded. 

| On  19  Oct,  JRC  recorded  a Bay-breasted  War- 
! bier  at  Trou  Caiman,  one  of  the  few  records 
; from  Haiti.  An  imm.  female  Bay-breasted  was 
I seen  on  St.  John,  U.S.V.I.  13  Oct  (FH),  and 
I another  was  photographed  at  Megan’s  Bay,  a 
| first  for  St.  Thomas — and  4th  for  the  Virgin 
i Is.— 11-16  Nov  (FH). 

A Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Quillese  Forest,  St. 

| Lucia  31  Oct  (SL,  DK)  was  unusual.  A female 
i Cerulean  Warbler  on  Grand  Cayman  24-25 
| Aug  (NN,  TB)  was  a rare  find.  An  American 
j Redstart  4 Aug  provided  a new  early  arrival  date 
for  Cayman  Islands  at  Grand  Cayman  (NN, 
TB).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  noted  at  Trou 
Caiman  28  Sep  provided  JRC’s  first  record 
there.  A Worm-eating  Warbler  seen  16  Sep  on 
j Grand  Cayman  provided  a new  early  arrival 
date  for  Cayman  Islands  (NN,  TB).  Swainson’s 
j Warblers  were  prevalent  3-19  Nov  on  Grand 


LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER 


Cayman  (NN,  TB),  with  as  many  as  4 recorded 
14  Nov.  Two  Swainson’s  Warblers  were  seen  at 
Shannon  Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  14  Nov 
and  one  at  Lucaya  National  Park  there  20  Nov 
(BH,  GB,  JVH).  At  least  10  Swainson’s  were  seen 
at  various  location  at  Bermuda  during  the  fall,  a 


good  count  (AD).  At  St.  Thomas,  U.S.V.I., 
Hayes  found  a Louisiana  Waterthrush  among  a 
host  of  other  warblers  near  Megan’s  Bay  17  Nov. 
Perhaps  attracted  to  the  lights  of  a cruise  ship, 
GK  (ph.)  counted  up  to  5 Connecticut  War- 
blers following  the  vessel  en  route  between  Vir- 
gin Gorda,  British  Virgin  Islands  to  St.  Thomas 
8 Oct.  A Connecticut  at  Harrison  Point,  Barba- 
dos 19  Oct  furnished  only  the  3rd  record  there 
(MF).  Paul  Dean  reported  a Connecticut  War- 
bler in  his  yard  in  Nassau  on  1 Nov.  A Hooded 


Warbler,  rare  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  was 
noted  at  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Santo  Domingo 
3 Nov  (PGR,  KW,  LML,  SMB).  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat  at  Ferry  Point  Park  14  Sep  may 
be  one  of  the  earliest  recorded  from  Bermuda 
(EA). 

On  Ile-a-Vache,  JRC  found  2 Gray-crowned 
Palm-Tanagers  (nearly  a Haitian  endemic)  at 
Port  Morgan  resort  22  Sep.;  the  island  has  few, 


1 


if  any,  large  trees  and  and  so  does  not  support 
woodpeckers  (JRC).  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
provided  a new  early  arrival  date  for  Cayman 
Islands  2 Oct  (NN,  TB).  An  imm.  male  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  was  at  the  Retreat,  Nassau 
30  Oct  (CW).  A new  early  date  for  Indigo 
Bunting  was  recorded  on  9 Oct  for  Cayman 
Islands  (NN,  TB).  An  imm  Painted  Bunting  at 
the  Biological  Station,  Bermuda  19-30  Nov+ 
(PW)  was  only  the  4th  record  since  1971  and 
the  first  fall  occurrence.  A White-crowned 
Sparrow  seen  at  Point  Royal  Golf  Course  (AD) 
was  considered  very  early  for  Bermuda  14  Sep, 
while  a Vesper  Sparrow  at  Kindley  Field  16 
Nov-30  Nov+  (SR,  DE)  was  a genuine  vagrant. 
William  Hayes  reports  one  Grasshopper  Spar- 
row near  Sandy  Cay,  Exumas  11  Oct.  Two 
Bobolinks  were  at  Saltpond  Bay,  St.  Joint, 
U.S.VI.  6 Oct  (LB). 
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Grand  Cayman's  first  Blue-headed  Vireo  was  this  bird,  found  30  October  2002. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Hallett. 


Though  scarce  at  this  latitude  on  the  North  American  mainland, 
Snow  Bunting  is  an  annual,  sometimes  numerous  late  fall  and 
winter  visitor  to  Bermuda,  where  often  found  around  the  airport. 
This  bird  was  at  the  Royal  Naval  Dockyard  1 5 November  2002. 
Photograph  by  EdwardS.  Brinkley. 
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Fall  2002  was  an  exciting  season — one 
of  the  most  interesting  seasons  in  years 
for  rare  shorebirds.  A major  pelagic 
survey  was  conducted,  but  only  a small  sam- 
ple of  the  data  is  yet  available.  Summerlike 
weather  prevailed  through  early  October.  In 
mid-October,  a major  rainstorm  affected  all  of 
the  main  islands.  The  rainstorm  boosted 
water  levels  in  many  wetland  areas.  Very  dry 
weather  prevailed  in  November.  The  dry 
November  may  signal  the  start  of  an  El  Nino 
drought. 

Abbreviations:  E.  (Endangered  Species);  H. 
(Hawaii  I.);  Hakalau  (Hakalau  N.W.R., 
Hawaii  I.);  Hanalei  (Hanalei  N.WR.,  Kauai 
1.);  Honouliuli  (Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Har- 
bor N.W.R.,  0‘ahu  I.);  K.  (Kauai  I.);  Kanaha 
(Kanaha  Pond,  Maui  I.);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond 
N.W.R.,  Maui  I.);  Kii  (Kil  Unit  of  Jas.  Camp- 
bell N.WR.,  0‘ahu  1.);  Kokee  (Koke‘e  S.P, 
Kauai  I.);  K.P.  (Kilauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kauai  I.); 
M.  (Maui  I.);  Midway  (Midway  Atoll 
N.W.R.),  O.  (0‘ahu  !.);  Pouhala  (Pouhala 
Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  O'ahu  I.);  Waiawa 
(Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu 
I.);  T.  (Threatened  Species). 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH 
STORM  PETRELS 

Albatrosses  returned  to  Midway  on  schedule, 
the  first  Black-footed  on  15  Oct  and  the  first 
Laysan  on  27  Oct  OK),  with  first  eggs  for 
both  species  17  Nov  QK).  One  Short-tailed 
Albatross  (E.)  appeared  on  Midway  27  Oct 
and  a second  4 Nov  QK).  These  two  rare 
birds  remain  on  separate  islands.  Beside  the 
tantalizing  information  from  the  HICEAS 
survey  (see  S.A.),  we  also  received  reports 


from  a few  pelagic  trips  out  of  Kauai.  A 
Black-footed  Albatross  was  observed  off 
Lehua  1.,  near  Ni’ihau,  3 Sep,  an  unusual 
date.  A flock  of  20  Short-tailed  Shearwaters 
was  observed  between  Kauai  and  Lehua  1.  20 
Sep  (TDK);  Short-taileds  have  rarely  been 
reported  in  Hawaiian  waters,  and  previous 
reports  have  been  of  one  to  a few  birds.  A visit 
to  two  remote  valleys  in  nw.  Kauai  produced 
some  interesting  nocturnal  seabird  observa- 
tions. As  many  as  200  Newell’s  Shearwaters 
and  46  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  were 
found  14-16  Aug  (EV).  These  burrow- 
nesters  come  and  go  in  the  dark,  so  few  of  the 
shearwaters  and  none  of  the  storm-petrels 
were  seen.  The  rest  were  identified  by  call. 

EGRETS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Eleven  Cattle  Egrets  were  counted  on  Mid- 
way 9 Sep  (TB),  the  highest  number  ever 
recorded  there.  The  species  is  abundant  in  the 
main  islands  but  rare  on  the  nw.  Hawaiian 
islands.  Migrant  waterfowl  were  scarce  until 
late  Oct,  when  numbers  started  to  build. 
There  were  63  Northern  Shovelers  at  Kealia 
21  Nov  (MN),  usually  the  most  common 
migrant  ducks  in  Hawaii.  The  first  Northern 
Pintails  were  1 1 that  dropped  into  Kii  20  Sep 
(PD).  These  birds  may  have  been  migrants 
just  arriving  from  the  north.  On  29  Nov,  85 
Northern  Pintails  were  counted  at  Honouliuli 
(PD),  making  this  species  more  numerous 
than  the  shoveler.  Numbers  of  bay  ducks 
were  up  from  last  year.  A census  at  Kealia 
yielded  a count  of  17  Lesser  Scaup  21  Nov 
(MN).  A Rough-legged  Hawk  was  seen  on 
Midv/ay  3 Sep  (TB).  Because  the  species  is  an 
extremely  rare  vagrant  here,  it  is  reasonable 
to  speculate  that  this  might  be  the  same  bird 
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that  was  on  Midway  last  fall  through  spring. 
No  Ospreys  or  Peregrine  Falcons  were 
reported  this  fall,  which  is  unusual.  Both 
species  are  rare  but  regular  in  Hawai'i. 

SHOREBIRDS 

We  received  more  reports  of  Semipalmated 
Plovers  than  we  have  for  several  years.  The 
highest  count  was  of  5 birds  at  Kii  20  Sep 
(PD).  Flawaiian  Stilt  nesting  was  unusually 
protracted  last  year,  but  this  year  the  season 
ran  even  longer.  There  were  still  downy 
chicks  at  Kealia  27  Sep  (GN).  Two  newly- 
hatched  chicks  at  Kii  23  Oct  (PD)  were  about 
three  months  later  than  usual.  This  was  not  a 
boom  year  for  stilts,  but  nesting  success 
seemed  pretty  good  on  O'ahu.  (PD)  and  Maui 
(NM).  A Marsh  Sandpiper  was  spotted  at 
Pouhala  Marsh  O.  (DS)  19  Nov.  Its  identity 
was  confirmed  21  Nov  (TRM,  PD).  This  was 
only  the  2nd  record  for  the  Region  and  first 
for  the  main  islands.  The  only  previous 
record  was  of  a bird  on  Midway  25-26  Oct 
1998.  A Solitary  Sandpiper  was  discovered  at 
Kii  25  Sep  (MS,  GF),  remaining  through  at 
least  5 Oct  (ph.  KP,  m.  ob.).  There  are  only 
four  previous  reports  from 
the  Region.  A Willet, 
found  at  the  Kona  S.T.P  4 
Nov  (RD)  stayed  there 
through  at  least  11  Nov 
(RD,  SD,  PM);  there  are 
six  previous  reports  from 
the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

A Whimbrel  (North 
American  race)  that  has 
appeared  at  Kii  each  fall 
since  1997  was  observed 
again  this  year  2 Sep+  (PD, 
m.  ob.).  There  were  good 
numbers  ofBristle-thighed 
Curlews  again  at  Kii. 

Numbers  there  built  to  20 
by  23  Nov  (PD,  RM,  AW, 

DW).  Over  50  Bristle- 
thigheds  were  counted  on 
Midway  8-10  Sep  (RR).  A 


lame  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  seen  at  Honouli- 
uli  11-14  Nov  (ph.  MS).  Bar-tailed  Godwits 
are  rare  in  the  main  islands.  A Stilt  Sandpiper 
was  identified  at 
Kii  19-26  Sep 
(1-MO,  ph.  KP,  m. 
ob.),  for  the  first 
record  of  the 
species  in  the  Trop- 
ical Pacific.  We 
received  more  than 
the  usual  number 
of  reports  of  Ruffs, 
with  multiple  birds 
being  5 on  Midway 
8-10  Sep  (RR),  2 at 
Kii  12  Sep  (KP), 
and  2 at  Honouliuli 
22  Sep  (PD).  No 
snipe  were  reported  this  fall,  which  is 
unusual. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Mourning  Doves,  formerly  confined  td  nw. 
Hawaii  1.,  have  been  reported  several  times  in 
recent  years  on  Maui  and  Kaua'i.  This  fall. 


one  Mourning  Dove  was  seen  at  Kokee  4 Sep 
(PP),  the  first  report  from  that  part  of  Kauai. 
Two  Mourning  Doves  studied  at  Kii  14  Sep 
(tMO,  RLP)  were  the  first  reported  on  O'ahu. 

A pair  of  O’ahu  Elepaio  (E.)  were  observed 
building  a nest  above  Makakilo,  O.  29  Nov, 
over  a month  earlier  than  any  previous  nest- 
ing record  (EV).  We  received  only  one  report 
of  a Puaiohi — a subad.  in  Kokee  4 Nov  (RRd, 
DK).  Two  Greater  Necklaced  Laughing- 
thrushes  were  observed  engaging  in  possible 
courtship  behavior  on  Po'omau  Canyon  Trail, 
K.  24  Nov  (DK).  This  introduced  species  is 
rarely  reported. 

Akiapola'au  (E.)  had  good  nesting  success 
this  year  (JJ)  but  were  hard  to  find  in  the 
Pua'akala  area  of  Hakalau,  where  birding 
tours  often  go  (DP).  As  usual,  small  numbers 
of  ‘Akiapola’au  were  reported  on  Pu'u  ‘O'o 
ranch,  H.  Aug+  (RP).  Two  ‘Akiapola’au  were 

spotted  6 Nov  along  Pu'u  ‘O'o  Trail,  H.  (RRd). 

Three  family 

groups  of  ‘Akiap- 
ola'au  were  found 
along  ‘Ainapo 
Trail,  H.  11-12  Oct 
(EV).  This  species 
had  been  rarely 
reported  here  in 
the  past  but  has 
been  reported  reg- 
ularly in  recent 
years.  ‘Akepa  were 
reported  to  be 
especially  numer- 
ous at  Hakalau  in 
Oct  (DP).  ‘I'iwi 
were  reported  to  be  more  numerous  than  they 
have  been  recently  in  Oct  at  Kokee  (DP). 
Observers  on  Hawai'i  also  reported  good 
numbers  of  Tiwi  (DL,  PM). 

One  Red-cheeked  Cordonbleu  was 

glimpsed  12  Oct  near  Pu’uanahulu,  H.  (DL). 

Small  numbers  of  Black-rumped  Waxbills 
were  seen  in  the  Pu’uanahulu  area  6 Aug  (RP) 
and  12  Oct  (DL).  Both  of  these  little  finches 
are  uncommon  and  local. 
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aldson, David  Fisher,  George  Fisher,  Michael 
Force,  Betsy  Gagne,  Jack  Jeffrey,  Brett  Jarrett, 
John  Klavitter,  David  Kuhn,  Dan  Lindsay, 
Peggy  Macres,  Richard  May,  Miles  Nakahara 
(MNa),  Glynnis  Nakai,  Mike  Nishimoto, 
Michael  Ord,  Rob  Pacheco,  Kurt  Pohlman, 
Doug  Pratt,  Thane  Pratt,  Paul  Prevett, 
Robert  L Pyle  (RPy),  Sharon  Reilly,  Richard 
Rowland  (RRd),  Richard  Rowlett,  Mike 
Rupert,  Jennifer  Rycenga,  Michael  Silberna- 
gle,  David  Smith,  Forrest  Starr,  Kim  Starr, 
Lance  Tanino,  Eric  VanderWerf,  Scott 
Waddington,  Michael  Walther,  Abby  Brown- 
Watson,  Dave  Watson.  © 


This  Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Janies  Campbell  N.W.R.  3 October  2002  provided  the  fifth 
record  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  only  the  second  record  with  photographic 

documentation.  Photograph  by  Kurt  Pohtman. 


r s The  Hawaiian  Islands  Cetacean  Ecosystem  and  Assessment  Survey  (HICEAS)  conducted  a remarkable  and  unprece- 
J r\  dented  survey  of  seabirds  and  cetaceans  this  fall.The  area  surveyed  was  the  Exclusive  Economic  Zone  within  368 
km  (200  nautical  miles)  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  from  Kure  Atoll  to  Hawai'i . During  91  days  of  observing  from  shipboard, 
experienced  observers  (RR,  MF,  BJ)  identified  44  species  of  seabirds  including  12  species  of  Pterodroma  petrels.  Sixteen 
species  of  whales  and  seven  species  of  dolphins  were  also  seen. 

The  three  observers  tallied  40,066  Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters.  Wedge-taileds  breed  on  all  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Per- 
haps more  surprising  was  a count  of  37,874  Short-tailed  Shearwaters,  which  breed  off  s.  Australia.  Loose  flocks  of  Short- 
taileds  were  all  headed  southward  in  determined  rapid  flight.  The  vast  majority  crossed  the  islands  chain  between  Pearl 
and  Hermes  Reef  and  French  Frigate  Shoals.  Daily  counts  of  1000  to  >8000  were  made  in  this  zone  in  mid-Sep  and 
mid-Nov.  The  location  and  date  window  of  the  Short-tailed  Shearwater  fall  passage  through  Hawaii  had  not  previously 
been  documented.  White-necked  Petrels,  which  breed  near  New  Zealand,  were  common  s.  of  the  nw.  Hawaiian  Is.,  while 
Juan  Fernandez  Petrels,  which  breed  near  Chile,  were  common  e.  of  the  main  islands.The  two  were  considered  conspecific 
in  the  past. 

The  HICEAS  was  conducted  by  the  N0AA/NMFS  Southwest  Fishery  Research  Center  in  La  Jolla,  California,  where  the  sur- 
vey data  will  be  processed  and  analyzed.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  more  data  from  this  important  survey  (JB). 


Several  rare  shorebirds  were  seen  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  this  fall, 
but  this  Stilt  Sandpiper  at  James  Campbell  N.W.R.  19  September 
2002  was  the  zenith — a first  record  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  or 
anywhere  in  the  Tropical  Pacific.  Photograph  by  Kurt  Pohtman. 
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ABSTRACT 

Up  to  five  apparent  hybrids  between  Glossy 
and  White-faced  Ibises  were  discovered  in 
Alfalfa  County,  Oklahoma  during  2002.  They 
frequented  an  area  in  which  White-faced  Ibis 
had  recently  established  breeding  colonies, 
and  where  a few  breeding-condition  Glossy 
Ibis  appeared  during  previous  breeding  peri- 
ods. Only  one  intermediate  Pi egadis  individ- 
ual had  been  previously  recognized,  that 
depicted  by  Sibley  (2000).  Our  Oklahoma 
observations  depict  a spectrum  of  variation  in 
characteristics  among  probable  hybrids. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Glossy  Ibis  (Plegadis  falcincllus')  is  a cos- 
mopolitan species,  with  North  American 
populations  breeding  primarily  in  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coastal  areas  of  the  United 
States  and  in  the  Greater  Antilles  (Davis  and 
Kricher  2000).  The  White-faced  Ibis  (Ple- 
gadis chilli)  breeds  locally  in  the  western 
United  States,  highlands  of  Mexico,  and  in 
Gulf  coastal  areas  of  Texas  and  Louisiana 
(Ryder  and  Manry  1994).  There  is  remark- 
ably little  variation  worldwide  among  the 
populations  of  Glossy  Ibis  (Davis  and  Kricher 
2000). 

Although  these  two  forms  were  considered 
conspecific  for  much  of  their  taxonomic  his- 
tory (Palmer  1962),  recent  treatments  have 
elevated  White-faced  to  species  status  (Amer- 
ican Ornithologists’  Union  1983,  1998;  Sibley 


and  Monroe  1990).  Glossy  and  White-faced 
Ibises  are  known  to  have  produced  hybrids  in 
captivity  (Gray  1958, /ide  Terres  1980).  How- 
ever, at  breeding  colonies  in  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas  where  the  two  occur 
together,  interbreeding  has  not  been  observed 
(Ryder  1967,  Duncan  and  Johnson  1977; 
Hockey,  pers.  comm.).  Pairs  perform  various 
courtship  rituals  of  allopreening  and  mutual 
wagging  of  nest  material  but  appear  to  arrive 
at  nesting  colonies  “already  mated”  (Belknap 
1957).  Surprisingly  little  is  known  of  the 
mechanisms  of  pair  bonding  (Davis  and 
Kricher  2000)  or  of  isolating  mechanisms 
between  species.  Such  mechanisms  would 
presumably  be  linked  to  species-specific 
plumage  characteristics,  to  soft-part  and  eye 
coloration,  and  possibly  also  to  species-spe- 
cific displays. 

On  30  May  2002,  Arterburn  was  studying 
dark  ibises  at  the  Byron  Fish  Hatchery  and 
Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa 
County,  Oklahoma.  Among  the  White-faced 
Ibis  at  the  Hatchery,  he  noticed  two  birds  that 
he  suspected  were  hybrids.  The  first  bird  had 
some  white  feathering  around  the  face  but 
also  other  characters  suggestive  of  Glossy 
Ibis.  The  second  bird  had  pale  pink  to  pur- 
plish lines  forming  upper  and  lower  borders 
to  the  bare  facial  skin;  the  facial  skin  was 
mainly  a plum-gray  color.  Along  the  auto- 
tour route  at  the  Refuge,  he  found  and  pho- 
tographed a third  bird  that  he  initially 
thought  was  an  adult  Glossy  Ibis. 

David  Sibley  and  Grzybowski  examined 
the  photos  of  the  two  birds  from  the  Hatchery 
and  agreed  that  both  were  likely  hybrids. 
However,  in  reviewing  the  photos  of  the  third 
bird,  both  Sibley  and  Grzybowski  noted 
intermediate  characters  that  suggested  hybrid 
status  for  this  bird  as  well. 

Arterburn  returned  to  the  Hatchery  and 
Wildlife  Refuge  on  6-7  June  and  5-6  July 
2002.  He  found  another  hybrid  at  the  Hatch- 
ery on  7 June  and  yet  another  different  bird 
on  the  Refuge  5 July.  He  also  found  one  cer- 
tain adult  Glossy  Ibis  on  the  Refuge  on  the 
June  trip  and  three  to  four  on  the  July  trip,  as 
well  as  relocating  the  adult  hybrid  on  both 
trips.  Grzybowski  visited  the  Hatchery  and 
Wildlife  Refuge  on  5 July  and  found  two  cer- 
tain adult  Glossy  Ibis  and  one  of  the  hybrids 
on  the  Refuge.  He  crossed  paths  with  Arter- 
burn at  the  Hatchery,  where  they  relocated 
one  of  the  hybrids  first  found  on  30  May. 


IBIS  CHARACTERISTICS 

Adult  and  immature  Plegadis  plumages  are 
adequately  described  in  a number  of  accounts 
(Palmer  1962,  Oberholser  1974,  Pratt  1976, 
Cramp  and  Simmons  1982,  Kaufman  1990, 
Ryder  and  Manry  1994,  Davis  and  Kricher 
2000,  Sibley  2000,  Patten  and  Lasley  2000). 
First-basic  and  first-alternate  plumages  are 
presumed  similar  to  definitive-basic  and 
definitive-alternate  plumages,  respectively, 
with  minor  variation  occurring  in  coloration 
of  undertail  coverts  between  first-  and  defini- 
tive-basic plumages  (Howell  and  de  Montes 
1989,  Patten  and  Lasley  2000).  The  limited 
amounts  of  white  feathering  that  surrounds 
the  facial  skin  in  some  White-faceds  is  not 
considered  (known?)  to  be  a feature  of  first- 
alternate  plumage. 

We  focus  here  on  coloration  of  the  eye  and 
facial  soft  parts  and  on  the  level  of  white 
feathering  immediately  surrounding  the 
facial  skin,  as  these  form  the  bases  for  distin- 
guishing between  these  species.  Bill  and  leg 
color  are  variable,  with  overlap  between 
species,  and  are  therefore  less  reliable  charac- 
teristics. Most  obviously,  adult  White-faced 
Ibis  in  breeding  condition  (in  definitive-alter- 
nate plumage)  shows  a modest  to  broad  band 
of  white  feathers  edging  the  bare  facial  skin 
that  is  not  present  on  Glossy  Ibis.  White- 
faceds  past  their  first-winter  season  have  a 
red  iris,  while  that  of  Glossies  is  brown. 

The  facial  skin  of  Glossy  Ibis  is  variously 
described  as  purplish  black,  blue-black,  and 
dark  cobalt  blue  in  breeding  condition,  and  is 
described  as  dark  blue,  dull  green,  or  dull 
gray  during  winter.  There  are  pale  blue  or 
blue-white  lines  edging  the  upper  and  lower 
borders  of  facial  skin  from  the  bill  to  eye,  but 
not  extending  behind  the  eye.  In  intense 
breeding  condition,  the  loral  line  (upper) 
thickens  (Figure  1).  Most  Glossies  show 
these  lines  duller  and  reduced  in  non-breed- 
ing condition. 

The  facial  skin  of  breeding  adult  White- 
faceds  is  described  as  red,  pinkish-red  (Figure 
2)  to  rich  maroon  (Figure  3),  fading  to  pale 
pink  or  gray  during  winter.  Some  White- 
faceds  show  a thin  pale  loral  line  that  is  usu- 
ally white  or  pale  pink.  It  is  most  noticeable 
during  winter  when  the  white  feathering 
around  the  facial  skin  is  absent.  In  some  sum- 
mer individuals,  pale  pink  lines  form  borders, 
above  and  below,  to  the  pinkish-red  facial 
skin;  the  pale  pink  eyelid  can  make  these 
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Figure  1 . Typical  adult  Glossy  Ibis  in  breeding  condition  at  Salt  Plains 
N.W.R.,  Oklahoma  6 July  2002.  The  dark  brown  eye  and  blue-black 
facial  skin  with  borders,  above  and  below,  of  bluish-white  lines  are 
characteristic  of  breeding  birds.  Photograph  by  James  VJ.  Arterbum. 


Figure  2.  Adult  White-faced  Ibis  in  breeding  condition  at  Salt 
Plains  N.W.R.  S July  2002.  White  feathers  surround  the  facial 
skin  and  red  eye.  The  facial  skin  appears  pinkish-red.  Note 
the  pale  eyelid.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterbum. 


lines  appear  to  circle  behind  the  eye  and  con- 
nect (Grzybowski,  pers.  obs.).  In  both  cases, 
the  pinkish,  red  or  maroon  facial  skin  readily 
distinguishes  these  birds  as  White-faceds. 

HYBRID  DESCRIPTIONS 

The  five  birds  with  intermediate  characters 
described  below  show  a spectrum  of  variation 
[ from  a bird  very  closely  resembling  an  adult 
Glossy  Ibis  to  one  appearing  as  an  off-tone 
White-faced.  The  latter  may  indeed  be  a vari- 
ant White-faced. 

Three  birds  depicting  clearly  intermediate 
characters  are  those  in  Figures  4-7.  These 
birds  may  be  subadults  in  their  first-alternate 
plumage.  Bird  A (Figures  4-5)  has  a brown  to 
brownish-red  eye.  The  bare  facial  skin  has 
patches  of  both  dark  gray  and  a plum-purple 
coloration,  the  latter  intermediate  between 
that  found  in  Glossy  and  White-faced  Ibises. 
The  line  forming  the  upper  border  to  the 
facial  skin  is  mostly  pale  blue  (as  in  Glossy), 
while  that  forming  the  lower  border  contains 
a pale  plum  cast  (an  intermediate  coloration). 

I The  eyelid  is  pale,  of  similar  tones  to  the 
facial  lines.  There  is  some  white  feathering 
(just  above  the  loral  stripe  and  on  the  side  of 
the  face  near  the  gape  (as  in  White-faced). 
Bird  B (Figure  6)  also  has  characteristics  of 


both  species.  The  eye  has  several 
clearly  red  areas.  The  facial  skin 
has  pink,  plum-purple,  and  gray 
tones.  The  lines  forming  the  bor- 
ders of  the  facial  skin,  above  and 
below,  are  white  (suggestive  of 
Glossy).  The  upper  line  is  thick- 
ened (as  in  Glossy).  The  lower 
line  extends  to  just  behind  the 
eye.  The  pale  eyelid  makes  these 
lines  appear  as  if  they  extend  and 
meet  behind  the  eye  (as  in  Bird  A 
above).  There  are  also  some  white 
feathers  on  the  head  just  above  the 
loral  stripe  and  on  the  side  of  the 
face  near  the  gape. 

The  eye  of  Bird  C (Figure  7)  is 
brown  with  areas  of  red.  The  bare 
facial  skin  is  a plum-purple  col- 
oration with  patches  of  gray.  The 
lines  bordering  the  facial  skin  are 
mostly  the  pale  (intermediate) 
plum  coloration,  with  some 
whiter  and  blue-white  areas.  The 
upper  line  thickens  somewhat 
(suggestive  of  Glossy).  Because 
the  eyelid  is  dark  (as  in  Glossy), 
the  upper  and  lower  lines  do  not 
appear  to  extend  and  connect 
behind  the  eye. 

The  adult  hybrid  in  Figures  8-9 
(Bird  D)  looks  most  like  a Glossy 
Ibis.  However,  it  has  several 
clearly  red  areas  in  the  eye.  The 
facial  skin  is  largely  a plum-purple 
tone  approaching,  but  essentially 
duller  than,  the  maroon  tones  on  the  bare- 
skin  areas  of  the  White-faced  Ibis  in  Figure  3. 
The  lines  forming  the  borders  of  the  facial 
skin  are  pale  blue  and  appear  very  much  like 
those  of  a Glossy  Ibis,  the  upper  thickening 
somewhat.  The  eyelid  is  dark.  There  is  white 
in  some  of  the  feathers  on  top  of  the  head  just 
above  the  loral  stripe  and  on  the  side  of  the 
face  near  the  gape. 

Bird  E (Figure  10)  may  be  a hybrid  or  pos- 
sibly a variant  White-faced  in  retarded  first- 
alternate  plumage.  The  feathering 
on  the  anterior  portions  of  the 
head  shows  a few  white  streaks 
that  may  be  remnants  of  first-basic 
plumage.  The  facial  skin  is  largely 
plum-gray,  with  a few  brighter 
areas  of  plum  coloration  charac- 
teristic of  the  intermediates  above. 

The  lines  forming  the  borders  of 
the  facial  skin  are  a pale  plum  or 
pale  maroon  (the  intermediate 
tone).  The  upper  line  thickens  (as 
in  Glossy)  and  is  paler  than  the 
lower.  The  eyelid  is  plum  posteri- 
orly, matching  the  lower  border- 
line, but  gray  anteriorly.  The  eye 
is  brown  but,  upon  close  inspec- 
tion, vermiculated  slightly  with 


reddish-brown,  possibly  a condition  of 
retarded  juvenile  color. 

Three  of  the  five  intermediates  show  com- 
binations of  red  in  eyes  (of  White-faceds)  and 
pale  blue  in  the  lines  edging  the  facial  skin  (of 
Glossies);  in  a fourth,  the  facial  lines  are 
whitish.  The  most  diagnostic  feature  shared 
by  these  hybrids  is  the  presence  of  the  plum- 
purple  coloration  (uncharacteristic  of  either 
White-faced  or  Glossy)  in  the  facial  skin, 
and/or  toning  to  its  pale  borderlines.  We 
believe  all  four  of  these  are  hybrids.  The  plum 
tone  in  the  eye-lines  of  bird  E is  consistent 
with  tones  in  the  other  birds.  This  would 
suggest  hybrid  status  for  this  bird  as  well. 

DISCUSSION 

Palmer  (1962)  suggested,  from  the  occur- 
rences of  breeding  records,  that  the  Glossy 
Ibis  spread  to  America  from  the  Old  World  in 
the  1800s.  Patten  and  Lasley  (2000)  dis- 
cussed this  historical  spread  into  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coastal  areas  of  the  United  States.  From 
these  data,  it  would  appear  that  Glossy  and 
White-faced  Ibises  were  geographically  iso- 
lated for  some  time,  allowing  reproductive 
isolating  mechanisms  between  these  forms  to 
become  established. 

Patten  and  Lasley  (2000)  also  depicted  the 
recent  increase  in  extralimital  records  of 
Glossy  Ibis  into  the  western  reaches  of  the 
United  States  beginning  in  the  1980s  and 
showing  an  especially  pronounced  increase 
beginning  in  1998.  This  is  consistent  with  the 
recent  increase  in  Glossy  Ibis  sightings  for  the 
southern  Great  Plains.  A bird  found  by  Jo 
Loyd  and  Pat  Seibert  and  photographed  by 
Steve  Metz  in  Tulsa  County,  Oklahoma  in 
October  1991  was  only  the  second  Glossy 
Ibis  documented  for  Oklahoma  (Grzybowski 
1992).  The  next  to  appear  were  in  the  spring 
of  1999,  when  at  least  three  were  noted  in  the 
Southern  Great  Plains  Region  of  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  and  Oklahoma  (Grzybowski  1999). 
In  2000,  Arterbum  discovered  several  adult 
Glossy  Ibis  in  counties  near  the  Salt  Plains 
(Kingfisher  and  Major  Counties,  Oklahoma) 


Figure  3.  Another  adult  White-faced  Ibis  in  breeding  condition  at  Salt 
Plains  N.W.R.  7 June  2002.  Note  the  bright  red  eye  and  rich  maroon 
facial  skin  of  this  bird.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterbum. 


Figures  4 S 5.  Hybrid  Plegadis  (possibly  subadult)  near  Salt  Plains 
N.W.R  Oklahoma  30  May  2002.  Notice  the  brown  ta  brownish-red 
eye;  facial  skin  that  has  pink,  plum-purple,  and  gray  patches 
and  pale  blue-line  borders;  and  white  feathers  above  the  loral 
stripe  and  near  the  gape.  Photographs  by  James  IK  Arterbum. 


during  the  breeding  season. 

White-faced  Ibis  breeds  very  locally  at 
scattered  localities  in  the  Great  Plains  and 
Mountain  West  (Ryder  and  Manry  1994). 
The  species  has  long  been  noted  nesting  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  Wildlife  Management 
Area  and  Quivira  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
central  Kansas  (Thompson  and  Ely  1989), 
with  one  recently  documented  nesting  colony 
in  Meade  County,  Kansas  during  1998  (Flow- 
ers 1998). 

Concomitant  with  the  increasing  extralim- 
ital  appearances  of  Glossy  Ibis  has  been  the 
southward  expansion  in  breeding  of  the 
White-faced  Ibis  into  Oklahoma.  The  species 
was  first  noted  breeding  on  Ralston  Island, 
Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  north- 
central  Oklahoma  in  1995,  although  several 
were  observed  annually  during  summer  on 
this  island  since  1992  (Shepperd  1996).  Dur- 
ing 2000  and  2001,  several  temporary 
colonies  were  observed  in  Kingfisher  and 
Beaver  Counties  of  northwestern  Oklahoma 
(Arterbum,  pers.  obs.)  and  as  far  south  as 
Tillman  County  in  southwestern  Oklahoma 
(Fazio,  Grzybowski,  pers.  obs.). 

Hybridization  in  the  wild  between  these 
Plegadis  ibises  has  not  been  observed  in  sev- 
eral Gulf  Coast  colonies  where  both  occur 


(Belknap  1957,  Duncan  and  John- 
son 1977).  In  Texas,  Glossy  Ibis 
was  first  found  nesting  at  Sun- 
down Island  in  Matagorda  Bay 
during  1998  by  Petra  Hockey 
(pers.  comm.)  and  Brush  Free- 
man. In  surveying  ibis  colonies 
during  2002  on  Matagorda  Bay 
islands,  Hockey  found  approxi- 
mately 23  Glossy  Ibises  on  nests 
in  among  those  of  White-faced 
Ibis  and  other  herons  and  egrets. 
She  scrutinized  each  dark  ibis  for 
signs  of  possible  hybridization  but 
did  not  find  a single  odd  ibis. 

David  Sibley  (pers.  comm.)  also 
studied  ibises  in  the  Texas  coastal 
areas  and  found  only  one  sus- 
pected intermediate,  a bird 
depicted  in  his  recent  identifica- 
tion guide  (Sibley  2000).  It  shows 
the  same  plum  cast  to  the  facial 
skin  and  lines  as  the 
Alfalfa  County  birds. 

No  other  potential 
hybrids  have  been 
reported  to  date  in  the 
wild. 

Why  would  hybrid- 
ization occur  at  the  Salt 
Plains  but  not  appar- 
ently on  the  Texas 
coast?  With  isolating 
mechanisms  in  place, 
hybridization  should 
rarely  occur.  However, 
with  little  knowledge  on  courtship 
and  possible  behavioral  cues,  little 
but  speculation  can  be  offered. 

Many  waterfowl  are  genetically 
compatible,  yet  comparatively  few 
individuals  hybridize  because  of 
detailed  and  stereotyped  displays 
and  very  discrete  male  plumages 
(Mayr  1965).  Hybridization  at  the 
Salt  Plains  may  be  a local  phenom- 
enon induced  by  the  relative  rarity 
of  Glossy  Ibis:  an  adult  Glossy  Ibis 
in  Oklahoma  would  have  had  few 
choices  other  than  a White-faced 
for  a mate.  Such  is  the  typical  con- 
dition deduced  by  Mayr  (1965): 
hybridization  between  bird 
species  with  species-specific 
courtship  displays  and  extended 
pair  bonds  would  be  more  likely 
in  a situation  of  same-species  mate 
scarcity.  In  Gulf  coastal  colonies 
where  both  species  nest,  hybrids 
have  not  been  found  (or  recog- 
nized) to  date.  This  may  be  due  to 
higher  numbers  of  each  species 
there,  making  it  easier  to  find  a 
mate  of  the  same  type.  Alterna- 
tively, hybrids  may  be  present  but 


rare  relative  to  the  total  populations,  making 
them  less  likely  to  be  detected.  Several 
authors  have  suggested  that  the  situation  in 
Gulf  coastal  colonies  needs  more  study 
(Ryder  and  Manry  1994,  Patton  and  Lasley 
2000). 

Patten  and  Lasley  (2000)  anticipated  that 
with  the  expansion  of  both  White-faced  and 
Glossy  Ibises,  hybrids  would  be  found. 
Whether  this  will  be  a pattern  occurring 
broadly  or  one  of  occasional  local  occurrence 
depends  presumably  in  large  measure  on  the 
effectiveness  of  current  isolating  mecha- 
nisms. Given  that  hybrids  have  been  rare  to 
date  even  when  looked  for,  isolating  mecha- 
nisms between  these  species  may  be  effective. 
We  would,  thus,  predict  frequencies  of 
hybridization  similar  to  those  for  waterfowl, 
occurring  only  occasionally  where  vagrants 
in  breeding  condition  encounter  localized 
breeding  populations  of  the  regionally 
expected  species. 


Figures.  Hybrid  Plegadis  (possibly  subadult)  near  Sait  Plains  N.W.R 
6 June  2002.  The  eye  is  mostly  red,  and  the  facial  skin  has  pink,  plum-purple, 
and  gray  coloration.  The  lines  forming  the  borders  of  the  facial  skin  are 
white,  the  upper  line  thickening;  the  pals  eyelid  makes  them  appear 
ta  connect  behind  the  eye.  Also  note  white  feathers  above  the  loral 
stripe  and  near  the  gape.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterbum. 


Figure  7.  Hybrid  Plegadis  {possibly  subadult)  at  Salt  Plains  N.W.R 
8 July  2002.  The  eye  is  brown  with  patches  of  red,  and  the  facial  skin 
has  plum-purple  and  gray  coloration.  The  lines  forming  the  borders  of 
the  facial  skin  are  mostly  plum-purple,  with  some  areas  of  blue-white 
(upper)  and  white  (lower),  the  upper  line  thickening.  Note  the 
eyelids  of  this  bird  are  dark.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterbum. 


HYBRIDIZATION  BET  W E E N 


A N'  D W I-1 1 T E - F A C !:  D I B I S E S 


Figures  8 & 9.  Adult  breeding-condition  Plegadis  hybrid  at  Salt  Plains 
N.W.R  30  May  2002.  This  bird  looks  like  a Glossy  at  a distance,  but  notice 
the  red  in  the  eye,  some  white  feathers  above  the  loral  stripe  and  near 
the  gape,  the  clearly  blue  lines  forming  the  borders  of  the  bare  facial 

skin  (upper  thickening),  and  the  largely  plum-purple  tone  to  the 
remaining  facial  skin.  Photographs  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 


Nonetheless,  the  occurrence  of  these  inter- 
; mediates  adds  a new  consideration  to  identi- 
fication issues  for  extralimital  Plegadis  ibises, 
j Although  hybrids  would  not  be  expected  in 
the  first  wave  of  extralimitals,  the  vagrancies 
in  these  species  now  include  much  of  the 
contiguous  United  States  where  one  of  the 
cohort  species  is  very  rare  relative  to  the 
other.  Hybrids  should  be  considered  carefully 
in  each  instance  of  potential  vagrancy.  Docu- 
mentation is  still  critical  in  assessing  biologi- 
cally meaningful  distributional  patterns  of 
these  species. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Plegadis  ibises  with  characters  intermediate 
between  Glossy  and  White-faced  suggest 
hybridization  events  between  these  species  in 
a circumstance  in  which  Glossy  Ibis  is  very 
rare  relative  to  White-faced  Ibis.  The  extent 
of  hybridization  expected  in  other  areas  is 
uncertain,  as  so  little  is  known  about 
courtship  and  the  influence  of  isolating 
mechanisms  in  this  group,  or  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  occurring  where  both  species 
are  more  common.  Nonetheless,  with  the 
current  expansion  of  vagrants  of  both  species 
into  the  breeding  ranges  of  the  other,  the 


existence  of  apparent  hybrids 
raises  cautions  for  identification  of 
extralimital  Plegadis  ibises. 
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Figure  10.  Apparent  subadult  Plegadis  hybrid  or  variant  White-faced 

Ibis  near  Salt  Plains  N.W.R  30  May  2002.  This  bird  may  be  a White-faced 
in  retarded  juvenile  color  (see  text).  The  brown  eye  has  slight  flecks  of 
red.  But  notice  the  largely  plum-gray  facial  skin  with  brighter  patch 
anteriorly,  as  well  as  the  pale  plum  or  maroon  lines  forming  the 
borders  of  the  facial  skin,  tones  characteristic  of  the  other 
intermediates.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 
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One  of  the  most  exciting  birds  to  be  found  in 
Colorado  in  recent  years  was  this  adult  Arctic  Loon 
on  a gravel  pit  pond  at  Franktown,  Douglas  County. 

First  discovered  on  17  November  7.002  (here  19 
November),  the  bird  stayed  at  least  three  days— not 
inly  a first  state  record  but  a second  interior  record  for 
the  Lower  48  states.  Photograph  by  Rachel  Hopper. 


This  Scott's  Oriole  at  Thomaston,  Georgia  3 (here)  to  8 November  2002 
provided  a first  record  for  the  Southern  Atlantic  Region  and  a first  for 
the  southeastern  United  States  overall.  The  increase  in  backyard 
offerings  of  fruit  and  nectar  may  in  part  explain  the  apparent  increase 
in  vagrant  western  orioles  to  the  East.  Photograph  by  Eric  Beohm. 


The  finding  of  this  warbler  by  Andrew  Block  at  Jones  Beach,  New  York  28  November  2002  initi- 
ated much  debate  over  its  identity,  but  digiscoped  documentation  provided  sufficient  evidence 
to  conclude  that  this  was  indeed  a hybrid  Hermit  x Townsend's  Warbler.  The  bird  remained 
until  1 December  (here  30  November).  Photograph  by  Kevin  McGowan  and  Jay  McGowan. 
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This  adult  male  Hooded  Oriole,  a vagrant 
scarcely  known  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  frequented  a feeder  22-26 
October  2002  in  Gulf  Breeze,  Florida. 

Photograph  by  Betty  Ann  Smith. 


A White  Wagtail  at  Sandling  Beach,  Falls  Lake,  North  Carolina  spent  just  one  day  there, 

22  October  2002,  but  it  was  sufficient  for  local  birders  to  confirm  it  as  being  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  alba,  first  of  its  kind  for  United  States  and  only  the  third  for  North  America 
(Quebec  and  Newfoundland  have  records).  Photograph  by  Will  Cook. 


Records  of  Swallow-tailed  Kite  north  of  typical  range  are  on  the  distinct  increase  in  recent 
years,  and  northern  appearances  during  the  normal  fall  migration  window,  formerly  almost 
unheard  of,  are  also  on  the  rise.  This  bird  was  a long-staying  visitor  to  the  Marriott  Ranch  in 
Fauquier  County,  Virginia  29  July  to  1 1 August  2002  (here  2 August).  Photograph  by  ToddM.  Day. 


Purple  Gallinule,  a very  rare  vagrant  to  coastal  New  York,  was  found  three  times  in 
upstate  New  York  this  season,  an  unprecedented  influx  here.  This  one  remained  at 
Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge  from  22  September  to  (here)  12  October  2002. 
Photograph  by  Kevin  McGowan  and  Jay  McGowan. 


Although  lying  outside  our  reg- 
ular area  of  coverage,  the  islands 
of  the  Azores  have  received  an 
increasing  amount  of  attention 
from  birders  in  the  Western 
Palearctic,  who  have  found  the 
archipelago  productive  for 
Nearctic/Neotropical  vagrants. 

In  a stunning  discovery,  one  of 
North  America's  most  critically 
Endangered  endemic  species — 

Bermuda  Petrel — was  found 
prospecting  nest  sites  here  in  November  2002,  at  just  the  time  when  courting  "Cahows" 
are  most  active  at  Bermuda,  heretofore  their  only  known  nesting  area.  Dr.  Joel  Bried  of  the 
Departamento  de  Oceanografia  e Pescas,  Centro  do  IMAR  da  Universidade  dos  Azores, 
writes:  "This  Cahow  was  captured  in  a burrow  by  Maria  Carvalho  Magaihaes  on  17  Novem- 
ber 2002,  by  day,  during  reconnaissance  for  a study  of  nesting  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
that  we  were  conducting.  The  bird  was  banded,  measured,  photographed,  and  released 
back  into  its  burrow.  The  examination  in  hand  enabled  me  to  identify  it  as  a Bermuda 
Petrel,  Pterodroma  cahow,  which  was  thereafter  confirmed  by  Drs.  David  Wingate  and 
Bernard  Zonfrillo.  I recaptured  the  same  individual  in  the  same  burrow  on  21  November 
2002  at  22:00,  after  hearing  a call  of  Pterodroma,  apparently  in  response  to  the  vocaliza- 
tions of  a neighboring  Little  Shearwater.  The  burrow  was  situated  on  an  offshore  islet  of 
the  Azores  archipelago,  in  an  area  occupied  by  breeding  Cory's  Shearwaters,  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels,  and  Little  Shearwaters  (depending  on  the  season)."  In  the  context  of 

recent  discoveries  of  Swinhoe's 
Storm-Petrels  from  the  Atlantic 
islands  through  Norway,  and  in 
our  own  backyard,  the  prospect- 
ing of  Herald  (Trinidade)  Petrels 
on  Culebra,  off  the  coast  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  out-of-range 
Azorean  Cahow  is  a little  less 
startling,  but  it  is  another  of 
many  reminders  that  seabirds 
like  to  travel — and  that  chance 
favors  a prepared  mind! 


This  Mangrove  Swallow  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Florida  appeared  with  a group  of  up  to  13 
southwestern  Cave  Swallows  on  the  big  November  front  (here  20  November)  and 
remained  to  be  seen  by  scores  of  observers,  a first  North  American  record. 

Photographs  by  John  Puschock  (right)  and  Lyn  Atherton  (aii  others). 


Despite  the  single  record  of  the  species  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  not  on 
the  list  of  anticipated  vagrants  to  Key  West,  Florida,  where  birders  expect  waifs  from  the 
Caribbean  rather  than  Siberia  or  Alaska.  This  bird,  a state  first,  was  present  from 
21  September  (here)  to  17  October  2002.  Photographs  by  Gerard  Phillips. 

The  first  confirmed 
Tropical  Kingbird  for 
Ontario  was  found  by 
Irene  Woods  and 
Anton  Van  Eerd  near 
Rondeau  Bay  26  Octo- 
ber 2002  and  enjoyed 
by  a host  of  birders 
until  30  November,  its 
diagnostic  call  heard 
by  many.  Photograph 
by  Willie  D'Anna. 


A Mountain 
Plover  at  an 
Elkhart  County, 
Indiana  water 
treatment  plant 
22  August  2002 
remained  suffi- 
ciently long  to 
provide  this 
photograph  and 
the  Region's  first 
record;  vagrancy 
to  the  East  and 
eastern  Midwest 
is  almost 
unknown  in 
this  declining 
species. 
Photograph  by 
Daniel  Stoltzf us. 


This  Green 
Violet-ear, 
amazingly 
Michigan's 
second,  was 
near  Topaz, 
about  eight 
kilometers 
eastofBergland, 
Ontonagon 
County  11 
(here)  to  14 
August  2002. 
Photograph  by 
Robert  Season 
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Montana's  birding  event  of  the  season  was  this  juvenile 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  discovered  near  Somers,  Montana 
2 November  2002  by  Dan  and  Susannah  Casey.  This  hardy 
bird  persisted  for  nine  days,  despite  temperatures  that 
dipped  to  near  0 degrees  F,  furnishing  a first  record  for 
Montana  and  a second  record  for  the  Idaho-Western 
Montana  Region.  Photograph  by  Tom  Ulrich. 


A juvenile  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  (front)  found  by  Dominic 
Sherony  at  Irondequoit  Bay,  Rochester,  New  York  10-12 
October  2002  was  part  of  a major  influx  into  the  Hudson- 
Delaware  Region:  three  others  were  seen  between  New 

Jersey  and  Delaware.  Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 


As  if  to  emphasize  increasing  presence  in  New  Mexico, 
these  two  Prothonotary  Warblers  appeared  together  at 
Bosque  del  Apache  N.W.R.  28  November  2002.  The  state 
has  recorded  an  average  of  four  to  five  individuals  per  year 
since  1996,  and  the  species  has  been  almost  annual  in  New 
Mexico  for  almost  two  decades.  Photograph  by  Luis  Granillo. 


This  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was  at  Adobe  Creek  Reservoir 
19  September  2002,  a first  documented  record  for  Colorado. 
Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 


A dapper  Painted  Redstart  afforded  Michigan  its  third  record  at 
Rogers  City,  Presque  Isle  County,  15  to  (here)  16  November  2002. 
Photograph  by  Adam  M.  Byrne. 

r 


This  Buteo  discovered  on  7 November  2002  in  south- 
western Tarrant  County,  Texas,  is  thought  to  be  a Swain- 
son's  x Rough-legged  and  would  be  the  first  docu- 
mented hybrid  between  these  species.  (In  fact,  there 
have  only  been  three  instances  of  Buteo  hybrids  docu- 
mented in  North  America.)  The  bird  remained  through 
the  remainder  of  the  season.  Photograph  by  Martin  Reid. 


Utah's  first  documented  Lawrence's  Goldfinch  was  found  at 
Chekshani  Cliffs,  Iron  County,  foraging  in  a sunflower  field  with 
a large  flock  of  Lesser  Goldfinches  and  Pine  Siskins.  Found  2 
October  2002,  it  was  photographed  the  next  day  (here)  but 
could  not  be  relocated  afterward.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


This  Townsend's  Solitaire  at  Sabine  N.W.R.,  Cameron 
Parish  16  November  2002  provided  a first  record  for 
Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Michael  A.  Seymour. 


A Common  Ground-Dove  was  found  in  Fulton  County,  Kentucky  on 
23  November  2002,  furnishing  a long-awaited  first  for  the  state;  it 
remained  through  30  November.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


This  exhausted  Brown  Noddy  was  another  remarkable  find  in  the 
wake  of  Hurricane  Isidore.  It  was  found  resting  on  a dock  in  Bon 
Secour,  Baldwin  County,  Alabama  on  26  September  2002. 
Photograph  by  Wendy  Jess. 
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Fall  2002  was  a modest  season  for  vagrant 
landbirds  on  the  Baja  California  Peninsula, 
but  this  immature  male  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  southeast  of  Maneadero,  Baja  California 
14  October  2002  was  the  first  to  be  photo- 
graphically documented  on  the  peninsula. 
Photograph  from  video  by  Robert  A.  Hamilton. 


Short-tailed  Hawks  continue  to  be  present 
in  the  high  Chiricahua  and  Huachuca 
Mountains  of  Arizona  (as  they  have  been 
since  1999),  and  nesting  is  suspected. 
This  bird  was  photographed  30  August 
2002  in  Barfoot  Park,  Chiricahua 
Mountains.  Photograph  by  Jim  Burns. 


Yellow-green  Vireos  have  become  annual  fall  vagrants  to  southern 
California  in  recent  decades.  This  bird,  photographed  18  September 
2002  at  Lemon  Tank,  San  Clemente  Island,  represents  a first  for  the 
island  and  fails  within  the  expected  range  of  dates  for  this  species  iri 
coastal  southern  Calfornia.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 


Only  the  second  record  for  the  Cayman  Islands,  this  Acadian  Flycatcher  near  White's  Garden  Development, 
Grand  Cayman  30  October  2002  was  also  unexpectedly  late.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Haliett. 


The  fall  of  2002  produced  a bumper 
crop  of  three  Siberian  Accentors  at 
Gambell,  Alaska,  between  late  August 
and  the  beginning  of  October.  The  two 
birds  in  late  August  and  early  Septem- 
ber were  record  early;  this  bird  was 
videotaped  on  8 or  9 December.  Gam- 
bell  now  has  five  records  in  just  the 
past  four  fall  seasons.  Photograph 
from  videotape  by  Paul  E.  Lehman. 


Reed  Bunting  is  a casual  spring  vagrant  to  the  western  Aleu- 
tians, with  very  few  records  in  the  past  15  years.  There  had 
never  been  any  records  for  fall  or  from  elsewhere  in  Alaska  until 
2002,  when  this  bird  was  found  at  Gambell,  Alaska,  28-30 
August.  At  Gambell,  the  very  similar  Pallas's  Bunting  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  occur  on  distributional  grounds.  Reed 
Buntings  from  eastern  Asia  are  smaller-billed  and  paler  above 
than  birds  from  farther  west,  and  thus  are  even  more  similar  to 
Pallas's  Bunting.  This  bird — very  likely  a male — was  identified 
as  a Reed  rather  than  a Pallas's  on  the  basis  of  its  entirely  dark 
bill,  distinct  pale  supercilium  and  pale  central  crown,  heavier 
side  and  flank  streaking,  gray  rump,  and,  especially,  by  its  thin, 
whistled  'see-uu'  call.  Photograph  by  George  L Armistead. 


This  female  Yellow  Grosbeak  visited  a feeder  in  woodlands  southeast  of  Santa  Fe, 
Hew  Mexico,  18-21  October  2002.  Although  a wary,  unworn  bird,  the"unseasonal" 
date  may  complicate  its  acceptance  as  a wild  bird.  Photograph  by  Dennis  Erhart. 


This  Little  Stint,  still  mostly  in  juvenal  plumage,  was  found  and  photographed  on 
22  October  2002  at  Estero  Punta  Banda,  Baja  California,  where  it  defended  a small 
territory  through  at  least  30  October  2002.  It  represented  the  first  record  for  Mexico. 
Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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into  adult  plumage,  as  seen  here  17  February  2003.  Photograph  by  Carmen  Tarantino. 
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ABSTRACT 

This  paper  summarizes  extralimital  records, 
including  breeding  records  beyond  the  core 
range,  of  Gray  Kingbird  ( Tyrannus  dominicen- 
sis)  in  North  America,  almost  all  of  which  are 
from  coastal  areas  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
Coasts.  Most  records  of  vagrants  are  over- 
whelmingly likely  to  be  from  migratory  popu- 
lations, but  specimens  of  vagrants  are  few  and 
the  taxonomy  at  the  subspecific  level  remains 
unsettled  enough  that  positive  identification 
of  the  source  population(s)  has  not  been  feasi- 
ble. Likewise,  the  dearth  of  data  on  migratory 
pathways  of  Gray  Kingbird  precludes  exten- 
sive speculation  on  probable  causes  of 
vagrancy,  though  here  we  attribute  spring 
appearances  out  of  range  to  “overshooting” 


Figure  1 . A Gray  Kingbird,  probably  a juvenile  based  on  the  brown  cast  and  neat  pale  margins  to  the  upperwing 
coverts,  hangs  out  at  Buxton,  North  Carolina  21  October  1993.  The  Carolinas  have  hosted  almost  half  of  the 
continent's  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  in  the  past  100  years,  and  the  Outer  Banks  of  North  Carolina  have  held 
most  of  those,  including  at  least  one  nesting  pair.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore. 


and  fall  appearances  to  “misorientation,”  both 
phenomena  that  are  well  documented  in  simi- 
lar species. 

In  the  compilation  of  records  away  from 
core  range,  we  find  clear  patterns  of  vagrancy. 
Both  spring  and  fall  records  out  of  core  range 
show  bimodality.  The  bimodality  in  spring 
may  be  attributable  to  differential  migration 
by  sex,  while  the  fall  bimodality  may  pertain 
to  different  migrations  by  age  classes.  Spring 
vagrant  records  span  the  species’  normal 
migration  window,  as  does  the  earlier  fall 
peak,  but  a separate,  later  fall  peak  involves 
birds  that  appear  up  to  a month  later  than  the 
latest  individuals  have  withdrawn  from  other 
portions  of  its  range  in  the  United  States. 
Though  the  displacement  of  some  birds  may 
be  affected  by  weather,  no  strong  correlation 
between  patterns  of  wind  and  weather  and 
the  vagrancy  of  this  species  could  be  estab- 
lished in  this  summary. 

There  are  very  few  records  of  vagrants  dur- 
ing summer  (late  June  through  mid-August), 
and  none  exist  during  winter  away  from 
Florida  and  Mississippi.  Records  of  vagrants 
are  chiefly  coastal,  with  just  19  from  the  con- 
tinent’s interior.  While  partially  a product  of 
observer  bias,  the  distribution  of  records 
illustrates  this  species’  strong  affinity  for 
coastal  environments.  This  paper  documents 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  vagrant  Gray 
Kingbirds  recorded  since  the  1970s,  due  in 
part  to  a minor  range  extension  but  primarily 
to  the  sharp  increase  in  the  popularity  of 
amateur  ornithology  in  the  East. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  charismatic  Gray  Kingbird  ( Tyrannus 
dominicensis ) is  one  of  eight  species  in  its 
genus  that  regularly  breeds  in  continental 
North  America  north  of  Mexico  (Figure  1).  As 
humans  have  continually  reshaped  the  land- 
scape throughout  its  range,  the  Gray  Kingbird 
has  established  itself  as  one  of  the  most  ubi- 
quitous birds  in  its  core  range  in  the  West 
Indies.  An  open-country  species,  it  has  bene- 
fited from  the  clearing  of  forests  and  the  cre- 
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ation  of  more  open  spaces.  In  breeding  season, 
its  boisterous,  twittering  call  is  heard  continu- 
ously, variously  described  as  “pit-teer-rrry”  or 
“pe-cheer-ry”  (Peterson  1980),  and  it  enjoys 
an  uncommon  affection  among  humans,  evi- 
denced by  the  variety  of  colloquial  names  fas- 
1 tened  to  it,  most  of  which  relate  to  its  call: 

I Petchary  Chinchary,  Pitirre,  Pitirre  Abejero, 
Titirre,  Pestigre,  Pip: rite,  Pick-Peter,  Chris- 
tomarie,  and  Fighter  (Bond  1993). 

Gray  Kingbirds  breed  from  the  coastal 
i southeastern  United  States  (Alabama  to  South 
i Carolina)  south  throughout  the  West  Indies 
, to  northern  South  America  (Venezuela;  west 
probably  to  Colombia  and  perhaps  Panama; 
Ridgely  and  Gwynne  1989 , A.O.U.  1998,  Hilty 
2003).  Northern  populations- — including 
those  in  the  United  States,  the  Bahamas, 
Cuba,  the  Cayman  Islands,  and  Jamaica — 
winter  southward  from  Hispaniola  and  Puerto 
Rico  to  northern  South  America  (increase  in 
numbers  detected  fall  through  winter  in 
Netherland  Antilles  and  Trinidad  and  Tobago, 
for  example;  Rooms  1983,ffrench  1991). 

In  this  review,  we  consider  “vagrant”  Gray 
Kingbirds  to  be  individuals  documented 
away  from  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
coastal  Georgia.  Gray  Kingbird  is  prone  to 
long-distance  vagrancy,  as  are  several  species 
of  migratory  tyrannids,  including  Tropical 
Kingbird  (Tyrannus  melancholicus;  Mlodinow 
1998),  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  ( Tyrannus 


savanna;  Monroe  and  Barron  1980,  Lock- 
wood  1999),  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
(. Myiodynastes  luteiventris) , Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher ( Myiarchus  cinerascms),  Variegated 
Flycatcher  (Empidonomus  varius;  Abbott  and 
Finch  1978),  and  others.  We  believe  that 
errant  Gray  Kingbirds  occur  in  the  spring  pri- 
marily as  “overshooting”  northbound 
migrants,  whereas  fall  vagrants  are  presumed 
to  be  misoriented  birds  engaging  in  “reverse 
migration.”  In  our  analysis  of  records,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  establish  a strong  posi- 
tive correlation  between  particular  patterns  of 
wind  or  weather  and  the  out-of-range  occur- 
rences of  Gray  Kingbird,  although  southerly 
or  southwesterly  winds  sometimes  precede 
appearances  of  the  species  out  of  range  in 
both  spring  and  fall;  in  one  instance,  a hurri- 
cane has  been  credited  with  the  displacement 
of  a vagrant,  though  such  is  essentially 
impossible  to  demonstrate  conclusively. 

TAXONOMY  AND  THE  SUBSPECIFIC 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  VAGRANTS 

Determination  of  the  source  population  of 
vagrants  would  be  of  interest,  but  apparently 
individuals  are  not  diagnosible  to  population 
or  subspecies  in  the  field  or  perhaps  even  in 
hand.  The  Gray  Kingbird  has  traditionally 
been  divided  into  two  subspecies,  nominate 
I d.  dominicensis  over  most  of  the  range  and 
I.  d.  vorax  in  the  Lesser  Antilles,  which  is 


essentially  resident,  although  some  birds  are 
believed  to  winter  south  to  northern  South 
America  (Ridgway  1907,  A.O.U.  1957,  Tray- 
lor 1979,  Rodner  et  al.  2000).  Differences  are 
slight  and  poorly  characterized,  but  I d. 
vorax  is  said  to  average  larger  with  a larger 
bill,  and  darker  gray  upperparts,  with  axillars 
and  underwing  coverts  less  strongly  yellow- 
ish (Ridgway  1907).  Geographic  variation 
within  the  species  was  examined  by  Brodkorb 
(1950)  and  Haberman  et  al.  (1991),  and  both 
found  that  sedentary  populations  were  gener- 
ally larger-billed  and  shorter-tailed.  Neverthe- 
less, because  significant  sexual  dimorphism 
exists  in  bill  length  and  wing  shape  (Haber- 
man et  al.  1991),  identification  to  one  group 
or  the  other  requires  ascertaining  the  sex, 
which  is  not  possible  in  the  field.  Brodkorb 
(1950)  divided  the  species  into  five  sub- 
species, but  these  were  never  widely  recog- 
nized, and  no  differences  were  seen  by  Mon- 
roe (1968).  Haberman  et  al.  (1991)  found 
significant  morphometric  differences  among 
populations  examined  by  them,  with  two 
broad  groups  discernible:  migratory  and  non- 
migratory  populations.  Although  a change  in 
taxonomy  was  suggested  by  Haberman  et  al. 
(1991)  and  adopted  by  Pyle  (1997),  the  study 
was  not  specifically  designed  to  address  taxo- 
nomic issues.  For  example,  they  did  not 
examine  type  specimens  or  specimens  from 
type  localities  and  did  not  evaluate  plumage 
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Figure  2.  The  breeding  range  ef  Gray  Kingbird  is  illustrated,  with  migratory  and  resident  populations  delineated.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 
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Figure  3.  A Gray  Kingbird  well  offshore  is  a rare  sight:  this  bird  landed  on  the  oil-drilling  platform  Exxon  Green  Canyon  18, 
some  130  km  south  of  the  Louisiana  coast,  on  22  May  2000  and  remained  through  25  May.  These  platforms,  like  remote 
islands,  are  magnets  for  weary  migrants  and  are  good  places  to  detect  vagrants.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 


coloration,  including  characters  said  to  differ- 
entiate T.  d.  vorax. 

Vagrant  tyrannids,  like  most  vagrant  land- 
birds,  appear  to  be  consistently  from  migra- 
tory populations  or  taxa  (see,  for  example, 
analysis  of  records  for  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher, 
Lockwood  1999),  and  thus  it  seems  that  the 
most  likely  source  of  North  American  and 
Bermudian  vagrants  are  from  the  northern, 
migratory  populations.  It  is  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  determine  the  geographic  provenance 
of  the  few  specimen  records,  but  it  is  possible 
that  some  proportion  of  the  vagrant  records 
of  Gray  Kingbird  involve  individuals  from  the 
migratory  populations  in  Cuba,  the  Isla  de 
Pinos,  and/or  Jamaica.  To  our  knowledge,  the 
several  specimens  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds 
have  not  been  identified  to  population  or 
subspecies,  and  of  the  204  Gray  Kingbirds 
logged  as  banded  in  the  Bird  Banding  Labora- 
tory’s database,  none  has  produced  a return 
or  recovery  ( fide  M.  Kathleen  Klimkiewicz). 

DISTRIBUTION  AND  MIGRATION 
Breeding 

A strictly  coastal  species,  the  Gray  Kingbird  is 
seldom  found  breeding  more  than  a few  kilo- 
meters from  the  coast  (Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son 1994),  except  in  South  America,  where  it 
has  bred  up  to  400  km  inland  in  the  Venezue- 
lan llanos  north  of  the  Orinoco  River  (Hilty 
2003).  Common  as  a breeder  throughout  the 
Caribbean  and  peninsular  Florida,  it  breeds 
sparingly  along  the  Gulf  Coast  of  the  United 


States  from  the  Florida  panhandle  west  to  Mis- 
sissippi and  north  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  to 
Georgia.  In  Florida,  the  birds  are  especially 
common  in  the  Keys.  They  breed  north  along 
both  coasts  through  Duval  County  on  the 
Atlantic  side  and  to  Wakulla  and  Franklin 
Counties  on  the  Gulf.  North  and  west  of  these 
counties,  breeding  is  less  frequent  but  still 
occurs,  especially  on  barrier  islands.  Nesting  is 
irregular  west  of  Florida  and  into  Alabama 
(Smith  and  Jackson  2002).  In  Mississippi,  it 
nests  regularly  in  small  numbers  on  some  off- 
shore islands,  most  notably  Horn  Island,  where 
they  were  seen  annually  1963-1967  but  not 
noted  again  after  the  1969  landfall  of  Hurri- 
cane Camille  until  1974  (S.  J.  Peterson,  pers. 
comm.).  Nesting  was  first  confirmed  in  Missis- 
sippi on  Horn  Island  in  1976  (Weber  and  Jack- 
son  1977),  and  at  least  five  pairs  were  present 
there  in  1979  (S.  J.  Peterson,  pers.  comm.).  It 
has  nested  just  once  on  the  mainland  in  Mis- 
sissippi at  Biloxi,  Harrison  County,  where  one 
pair  successfully  nested  in  1998  and  returned 
in  at  least  the  two  subsequent  years  (S.J.  Peter- 
son, pers.  comm.).There  are  more  than  15 
additional  records  from  mainland  Mississippi 
(S.J.  Peterson,  pers.  comm.),  mostly  correspon- 
ding to  the  spring  and  fall  migration  peaks. 

Gray  Kingbird  breeds  very  sparingly  in 
Georgia  and  is  a very  rare  breeder  in  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina.  In  Georgia,  it  is 
noted  as  “a  rare  transient  and  very  local  sum- 
mer resident  on  [the]  coast... nesting  sporad- 
ically on  St.  Simons  and  Sea  Islands,  Jekyll 
Island  and  Brunswick”  (Beaton  et  al.  2003). 


Gray  Kingbird  was  first  noted  in  South  Car- 
olina in  1832  by  J.  J.  Audubon  (Smith  and 
Jackson  2002).  It  was  considered  by  Post  and 
Gauthreaux  (1989)  to  be  a “very  rare  vagrant 
and  casual  breeder  on  the  coast.”  The  only 
recent  breeding  record  for  South  Carolina  is 
of  a pair  that  summered  at  Debidue  Beach, 
Georgetown  County,  and  produced  at  least 
one  fledgling,  which  was  seen  13  July  1993 
(Davis  1993).  The  last  prior  breeding  record 
for  South  Carolina  was  in  1896,  though  a pair 
was  seen  in  suitable  nesting  habitat  on  Fripp 
Island,  Beaufort  County  11-13  May  1984 
(McNair  and  Post  1993). 

The  first  Gray  Kingbird  record  for  North 
Carolina  was  noted  in  March  1957  (Funder- 
burg  and  Soots  1959),  and  that  summer,  the 
species  apparently  nested  at  Southport  village, 
Brunswick  County.  The  sightings  are  chroni- 
cled by  Chamberlain  (1957):  “A  group  of  Gray 
Kingbirds  spent  some  weeks  around  Southport 
village.  The  first  was  noted,  June  28,  on  a wire, 
by  Waters  Thompson;  on  Aug.  21,  four  were 
present  at  this  same  site  and  one  of  those  was 
examined  closely  by  Cecil  Appleberry,  who 
thought  that  the  head  shading  was  not  so  dark 
as  the  birds  he  had  seen  in  Florida;  he  sus- 
pected it  might  be  a bird  of  the  year.  Again  on 
the  22nd,  three  were  present  (Mrs.  A.).”  The 
details  of  the  record  suggest  nesting,  especially 
given  that  four  birds  would  be  unlikely  to  be 
together  in  a group  unless  as  a family  unit,  and 
we  suspect  that  this  group  represented  a first 
North  Carolina  nesting.  Gray  Kingbirds 
returned  to  the  same  area  in  1958, 1959, 1962, 
and  1995,  but  the  sightings  were  of  single 
birds,  with  no  further  indications  of  nesting 
observed.  The  next  indication  of  nesting  in  the 
state  was  in  1996,  a few  kilometers  away  at 
Fort  Caswell,  Brunswick  County.  A single 
Gray  Kingbird  seen  18  May  was  joined  by  a 
second  bird  1 June,  and  a nest  was  found  later 
in  the  month,  but  there  were  no  published 
reports  indicating  whether  eggs  were  laid  or 
young  were  successfully  reared  (Davis  1997a, 
Davis  1997b).  A pair  returned  to  the  same  area 
the  following  year,  with  one  bird  seen  sitting 
on  a nest  18  May  (Davis  1997c)  and  a nest 
with  two  eggs  photographed  21  June  (Davis 
1998).  A sighting  at  Caswell  Beach  5 June 
1999  may  have  referred  to  a member  of  the 
nesting  pair  returning  two  years  later  (Davis 
2000),  and  it  is  possible  that  the  birds  were 
present  in  1998  and  not  reported. 

Migration  and  Wintering 

While  resident  in  the  more  southerly  portions 
of  its  range,  Gray  Kingbirds  from  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  breeding  range — the  United 
States,  the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  the  Isla  de  Pinos, 
the  Caymans,  and  Jamaica — are  fully  migra- 
tory (Haberman  et  al.  1991,  Smith  and  Jack- 
son  2002).  Migrant  Gray  Kingbirds  winter 
from  Hispaniola  south  through  the  Caribbean 
to  Panama,  and  east  through  Colombia, 
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Venezuela,  Guyana,  Suriname,  French 
Guiana,  and  Brazil  (Smith  and  Jackson  2002). 
It  is  not  known  how  different  breeding  popu- 
lations apportion  the  winter  range. 

There  are  few  winter  records  from  Florida 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994).  Smith  and 
Jackson  (2002)  note  that  Gray  Kingbirds  may 
stray  inland  more  often  in  the  winter,  and  two 
Florida  specimens  taken  in  winter — at  Madi- 
son (11  February  1889)  and  at  Lakeport  (30 
January  1945;  Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994) — illustrate  this  point.  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  mention  five  coastal  reports 
in  winter:  Paradise  Key,  26-28  December  1917; 
Tampa  Bay,  28  November — 11  December 
1940;  near  Coot  Bay,  12  February  1956;  West 
Palm  Beach,  30  December  1964;  and  Fort 
Lauderdale,  7 January  and  1 February  1965. 
Approximately  a dozen  other  winter  reports 
exist  for  Florida,  but  there  is  little  extant  infor- 
mation to  support  them  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994).  There  is  one'  winter  record 
from  Mississippi:  one  at  Horn  Island,  Jackson 
County,  22  February  1976  (Weber  and  Jack- 
son  1977;  S.  J.  Peterson,  pers.  comm.). 

As  with  other  species  in  the  genus  Tyran- 
nus, migration  is  diurnal  and  perhaps  crepus- 
cular. Gray  Kingbirds  over  land  appear  to 
migrate  primarily  coas tally,  but  there  is  at 
least  some  inland  dispersal  in  Florida  (Sprant 
1954).  In  Central  America,  it  is  a casual  or 
very  rare  spring  (mid-  to  late  March)  and  fall 
(early  September  to  early  October)  migrant 
along  the  immediate  Caribbean  coast  of 
Costa  Rica,  where  it  is  most  often  seen 
migrating  with  Eastern  Kingbirds  ( Tyrannus 
tyrannus ; Stiles  and  Skutch  1989).  In 
Panama,  Wetmore  (1972)  considered  it  an 
uncommon  spring  (March;  latest  dates  in  late 
April)  and  fall  (September;  earliest  records  in 
late  August)  migrant  and  winter  resident 
along  the  Caribbean  coast.  Wetmore  (1972) 
further  noted  that  while  wintering  birds  were 
usually  found  singly,  migrant  individuals  typ- 
ically occurred  in  small  flocks. 

Away  from  central  Panama,  where  the 
species  regularly  winters  (and  possibly  breeds) 
around  Panama  City  (Ridgely  and  G wynne 
1989),  there  is  but  one  sight  record  from  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  Central  America:  one  at 
Jimenez,  Costa  Rica,  in  May  (Stiles  and  Skutch 
1989).  Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  considered  it 
an  uncommon  to  rare  transient  on  Caribbean 
islands  off  Belize  and  Quintana  Roo,  Mexico,  a 
rare  transient  on  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  a 
probable  rare  transient  in  Honduras.  They 
noted  no  records  from  the  northern  or  western 
sides  of  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  (states  of 
Yucatan  and  Campeche),  although  vagrant 
individuals  must  surely  occur  there,  especially 
in  fall.  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  note 
that  Gray  Kingbird  movement  in  Florida  usu- 
ally occurs  in  small  flocks  along  the  coast, 
numbering  as  many  as  20  individuals.  Fall 
roosts  have  recently  been  noted  involving  50- 
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60  birds  (Pranty  2001,  2002).  In  the  spring, 
migrant  Gray  Kingbirds  begin  to  appear  back 
on  the  breeding  grounds  in  late  March,  with 
migrants  having  been  noted  as  early  as  16 
March  in  the  Keys.  By  mid-April,  most  of  the 
breeders  have  arrived  in  northern  part  of  their 
breeding  range  in  Florida  (Smith  and  Jackson 
2002).  Later  birds  arrive  on  territory  as  late  as 
early  June.  In  Jamaica,  Gray  Kingbirds  typi- 
cally arrive  in  late  March  and  depart  in  early 
October  (Downing  and  Sutton  1990).  Gairido 
and  Kirkconnell  (2000)  note  a range  of  dates 
between  19  February  and  6 October  on  Cuba, 
the  Isla  de  Pinos,  and  the  offshore  cays. 

The  birds  breeding  on  the  periphery  of 
range  in  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama  apparently  undertake  their  fall 
migration  beginning  in  mid-August.  Birds 
breeding  in  southern  Florida  are  on  the  move 
later  in  September  or  early  October  (Smith 
and  Jackson  2002).  October  migrants  in  the 
Bahamas  at  Nassau  were  noted  to  stop  for  a 
few  hours  to  feed,  refuel,  and  rest  before  con- 
tinuing migration  later  in  the  day  (Brudenell- 
Bruce  1975).  Floridian  fall  migrants  have 
been  seen  to  move  in  an  easterly  direction  off 
of  Florida  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994) 
and  Bahamian  birds  in  a southeasterly  direc- 
tion (Bmdenell-Bruce  1975).  Whether  the 
routes  taken  by  these  migrants  involve  a 
direct  crossing  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  a 
series  of  shorter  flights  from  one  island  to  the 
next  remains  unknown  (Smith  and  Jackson 
2002),  but  it  seems  likely  that  they  island- 
hop  through  the  Lesser  Antilles,  the  Virgin 


Islands,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Bahamas.  To  the 
west  of  Florida,  the  recent  studies  of  bird 
migration  based  on  oil-drilling  platforms  off 
Florida,  Texas,  and  Louisiana  in  the  Gulf  of 

§ 

Mexico  have  detected  small  numbers  of  Gray 
Kingbirds  during  spring,  most  apparently 
birds  off  course,  but  a few  possibly  birds 
returning  to  nesting  areas  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
(Figure  3).  There  are  very  few  data  on  migra- 
tion for  this  species,  so  future  observations 
here  and  elsewhere  could  prove  valuable. 

VAGRANCY 

Records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  Canada  through  31  December 
2000  were  compiled  from  a literature  review 
comprising  numerous  sources,  including 
studies  of  bird  distribution  in  various  states 
(e.  g.,  Levine  1998,  Veit  and  Petersen  1993), 
journals  of  ornithological  record  (e.  g..  North 
American  Birds  and  its  predecessors;  Chat ) 
and  other  sources  when  deemed  reliable  (e.  g., 
certain  Rare  Bird  Alerts,  and  personal  com- 
munications). For  states  with  established 
records  committees  that  review  sightings  of 
Gray  Kingbird,  we  used  those  records  that  had 
been  reviewed  and  accepted  by  the  appropri- 
ate state  records  committee.  In  other  cases,  as 
with  historical  records  never  reviewed  by 
committees  but  traditionally  included  in  state 
monographs,  we  used  our  own  discretion. 

Data  presented  in  the  text  do  not  distinguish 
between  well-documented  sight  records  and 
records  supported  by  photographic  evidence 
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Figure  4.  Unlike  the  case  with  ether  vagrant  tyrannids,  records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  along  the  Atlantic  coast  diminish 
with  almost  mathematic  precision  away  from  core  range.  This  bird  at  iiptepeke,  Virginia  on  14  November  2000  provided 
one  of  a eight  records  from  the  state's  Eastern  Shore;  the  Carolinas  lave  ten  times  that  many  records,  whereas  islands  and 
peninsulas  t©  the  north  on  the  coast  can  claim  only  B total  from  Maryland  to  Massachusetts.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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TABLE  1 . ALL  RECORDS  OF  VAGRANT  GRAY  KINGBIRDS,  AS  DEFINED  BY  THIS  PAPER, 


OATE(S) 

LOCATION 

NOTES 

REFERENCE 

29  Sep  1889 

Vancouver  Island, 

Cape  Beal,  BC 

Godfrey  1986 

9-10  Oct 

1974 

Old  Lyme,  Old  Tyme  Twp.,  CT 

imm.,  ph 

Zeranski  & Baptist  1990 

8-22  Nov 

1992 

Greenwich  Pt.,  Greenwich 

Twp.,CT 

Szantyr  et  al.  1996 

15  May  1999 

Carlyle  L.,  Clinton  Co.,  IL 

ph  (NAB  53:343) 

NAB  53:286, 343 

10-19  Apr 

1986 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

20  Apr  1994 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

25  Apr  1964 

Creole,  1 mi.  south  of  Cameron, 
Cameron  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

30  Apr  1984 

Grand  Terre,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

30  Apr- 
1 May  1995 

offshore,  20  km  offshore  from 
Mississippi  River  delta, 
Plaquemines  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

1 May  1970 

Peveto  Beach  Woods, 

Cameron  Par.,  LA 

*? 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

3 May  1954 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

3 May  1995 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

4 May  1995 

mouth  Baptiste  Collette, 

Cameron  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

5 May  1990 

St.  Bernard,  St.  Bernard  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

9-13  May 
; 1984 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

ph 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

11  May  1948 

offshore,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  32 

miles  s.  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

18  May  1994 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

18  May  2000 

Lafourche  Par.,  LA 

NAB  54:293 

22-25  May 
2000 

offshore,  Exxon  platform 

Green  Canyon  18A,  ca. 

130  km  S Morgan  City, 

Terrebonne  Par.,  LA 

ph 

B.L. Sullivan  pers.comm. 

26  May  1991 

Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

28  May  1984 

Ft.  Jackson,  Plaquemines  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

30  May  1985 

offshore,  20  mi.SSE  ofSW 
pass  of  Mississippi  River,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

23  Oct  1987 

nr  Thornwell,  Jefferson 

Davis  Par.,  LA 

*? 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

7 Nov- 

5 Dec  1993 

Plaquemines  Par.,  LA 

J.V.Remsen  pers.comm. 

9 Sep  1988 

Squibnocket,  Martha's 

Vineyard,  Dukes  Co.,  MA 

ph  (at  Mass. 

Audubon  Soc.) 

Veit  & Petersen  1993 

23  Oct  1869 

Lynn,  Essex  Co.,  MA 

*(BMS  17432) 

Veit  & Petersen  1993 

22  Nov  1931 

West  Newbury,  Essex  Co.,  MA 

*(PMS  6315) 

Veit  & Petersen  1993 

3 May  1983 

Anne  Arundel  Community 

College,  Anne  Arundel  Co.,  MD 

ph 

Peterjohn  & Davis  1996 

14  Jun  1975 

Girdletree,  Worcester  Co.,  MD 

ph 

Peterjohn  & Davis  1996, 
Holmes  1975 

20  Jun  1998 

Dameron,  Saint 

Mary's  Co.,  MD 

ph  (FN  52:444) 

MD/DCRC  file  #[1998-031], 

ABAFN  52:444 

22  Jul  1995 

Point  Lookout  S.P.,  Saint 

Mary's  Co.,  MD 

+ 

MD/DCRC  file  #[1995-035] 

14-18  Oct 

1984 

Oceana  Co.,  Ml 

McPeek  & Adams  1994 

12  Mar  1957 

Buxton,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Parnell  & Quay  1962 

16  Apr  1959 

William  B.  Umstead  SR 

Wake  Co.,  NC 

Found  in  an 

extensive  tract  of 
mature  upland  oak- 
hickory  climax  forest 
during  a significant 
migrant  wave 

Funderburg  & Soots  1959 

BY  LOCATION  AND  DATE,  THROUGH  DECEMBER  2000. 


26  Apr  1975 

Morehead  City, 

Chat  39:79 

30  Apr  1994 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Stacy,  Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Chat  59:79 

early  Apr 

Sunset  Beach, 

ph 

Chat  58:65 

1993 

9 May- 

Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

Cape  Lookout, 

nesting?,  possibly 

Chat  63:41 

2 Jul  1998 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

two  on  2 Jul 

16  May  1978 

Atlantic  Beach, 

Chat  42:87 

1 

18  May  1973 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Cape  Hatteras,  Buxton 

Chat  37:109 

18  May  1985 

Woods  Trail,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Eagle  1.,  nr  Wilmington, 

Chat  49:104 

18  May- 

Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

Ft.  Caswell,  Brunswick 

nesting;  on  nest  in 

Chat  61:63, 125 

late  Jun  1996 

Co.,  NC 

June  but  success  or 

18  May- 

Ft.  Caswell,  Brunswick 

failure  not  doc'd,  first 
bird  present  from 

18  May,  second  bird 
arrived  1 Jun 
nesting,  returned  to 

Chat  61:286, 62:45 

late  Jun  1997 

Co.,  NC 

Ft.  Caswell, "where 

19  May  1986 

Peal.  Coast  Guard  Stn., 

one  bird  was  found 
sitting  on  a nest  May 
18";ph  of  nest  w/  2 
eggs  by  Wayne  Irvin; 

nest  success  was  not 

determined.  One  bird 

continued  until  at 

least  6/21/1997. 

Chat  51:55 

19  May  1988 

Dare  Co.,  NC 

south  of  Avon,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

ph  in  NCSM 

Chat  53:48 

20  May  1999 

Cape  Hatteras,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  63:188 

22  May  1988 

Bogue  Banks, 

Chat  53:75 

23  May  1980 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Ft.  Fisher,  New 

Chat  44:116 

24-25  May 

Hanover  Co.,  NC 

Portsmouth  L, 

ph 

Chat  58:65 

1993 

26-28  May 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Buxton,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  61:286 

1 1997 

27  May  1991 

Bodiel.  Lighthouse, 

Chat  56:67 

29  May  1959 

Dare  Co.,NC 

Southport,  Brunswick 

probably  a returning 

Funderburg 

Co.,  NC 

bird  from  nesting  pair 

& Soots  1959 

29  May  1999 

Cedar  1.  Ferry  terminal, 

of  1957-58,  possibly 
remained  to  nest  but 
not  reported  again 

Chat  63:188 

31  May  1982 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Bodie  l.,Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  46:120 

31  May  1982 

Cape  Hatteras,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  46:120 

j 1 Jun 1994 

Buxton,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  59:79 

3 Jun  1977 

Atlantic  Beach,  Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Chat  41:100 

4 Jun  1994 

Pt.  Lookout,  Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Chat  59:79 

5 Jun 1994 

Frisco,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  59:79 

5 Jun 1999 

Caswell  Beach,  Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

nesting 

Chat  64:30 

7 Jun  1982 

Topsaill.,  Pender  Co.,  NC 

Chat  47:30 

10  Jun  1995 

Battery  1.,  nr  Southport, 

nesting 

Chat  60:75 

13 Jun 1975 

Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

Topsail  Beach,  Pender  Co.,  NC 

Chat  39:27 

22 Jun  1981 

northeast  of  Atlantic, 

Chat  46:23 

25 Jun  1999 

Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Cape  Hatteras,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  64:30 

27 Jun  1985 

Fort  Macon  SP,  Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Chat  50:26 
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28 Jun- 
23  Aug  1957 

Southport,  Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

nesting? 

Funderburg  & Soots  1959 

25 Jul  1962 

Southport,  Battery  1., 

Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

nesting 

ParnellS  Quay  1962 

5 Aug  1966 

N.  Wilkesboro,  Wilkes  Co.,  NC 

Chat  30:1 11 

3 Sep  1973 

Pea  1.  NWR,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

Chat  38:28 

22  Sep  1989 

Ft.  Fisher,  New  Hanover  Co.,  NC 

Chat  54:95 

28  Sep  1974 

North  River  Marsh,  nr 

Morehead  City,  Carteret  Co.,  NC 

Chat  40:20 

6 Oct  1979 

Cape  Hatteras  lighthouse, 

Dare  Co.,  NC 

ph 

Chat  44:50 

20-21 

Oct  1993 

Buxton,  Dare  Co.,  NC 

imm.,ph 

Chat  58:135 

spring- 

Southport,  Brunswick  Co.,  NC 

nesting  pair,  probably 

Grey  1964 

summer  1958 

returning  pair  from  1957 

30  May  1923 

Cape  May  Point, 

Cape  May  Co.,  NJ 

Halliwelletal.2000 

9 Sep  1993 

Brigantine  NWR, 

Atlantic  Co.,  NJ 

Halliwelletal.2000 

18  Sep  1946 

Point  Pleasant, 

Ocean  Co.,  NJ 

Bull  1964 

18  Sep  1988 

S.Cape  May  Meadows, 

Cape  May  Co.,  NJ 

+ (NJBRC) 

Halliwell  etal.2000 

29  Sep  & 

3 Oct  1993 

S.Cape  May  Meadows, 

Cape  May  Co.,  NJ 

ph 

Halliwelletal.2000 

30  Sep  1962 

Bound  Brook,  Somerset  Co.,  NJ 

+ (NJBRC) 

Halliwelletal.2000 

7 Oct  1997 

Sandy  Hook,  Monmouth  Co.,  NJ 

ph 

NAB  52:38 

29  Apr  1921 

Orient,  Suffolk  Co.,  NY 

ad  fern,  *(NYSM  25091) 

Bull  1974 

7 Jun  1930 

Jones  Beach,  Nassau  Co.,  NY 

Bull  1974 

22  Aug  1930 

Long  Island,  Dyker  Beach, 

Kings  Co.,  NY 

Bull  1974 

11-12  Sep 

Tobay,  John  F.  Kennedy  Wildlife 

Levine  1998,  Kingbird 

1976 

Sanctuary,  Nassau  Co.,  NY 

26:204 

18-19 

Westhampton  Beach, 

following  Hurricane 

Bull  1974 

Sep  1960 

Suffolk  Co.,  NY 

Donna  of  12  Sep 

25  Sep  1989 

Montauk,  Suffolk  Co.,  NY 

staying  "a  few  days" 

Levine  1998,  Kingbird 

40:56 

28  Oct- 

Tomhannock  Res., 

Levine  1998,  Kingbird 

4 Nov  1992 

Rensselaer  Co.,  NY 

43:72 

31  Oct- 

4 Nov  1987 

Tyre,  Seneca  Co.,  NY 

Levine  1998,  NYSARC 1988 

??  ??  1874 

Setauket,  Suffolk  Co.,  NY 

* lost;  according  to 
Griscomd  923:228) 

"one  was  taken. ..but  is 

without  further  details." 
Bull  (1964)  gives  1874 
as  the  year 

Griscom  1923,  Bull  1974 

26  Jul  1986 

Point  Pelee  National  Park, 

Essex  Co.,  ON 

reported  asjuv. 

Wormington  1987 

4 Oct  1994 

Hawk  Cliff,  Elgin  Co.,  ON 

imm.,ph(FN  49:43) 

Pittaway  1995 

5 Oct  1996 

Sturgeon  Creek,  nr  Pt.  Pelee, 

Essex  Co.,  ON 

imm. 

Dobos 1997 

29  Oct  1970 

Hay  Bay,  nr  Kingston,  Lennox 
and  Addington  Cos.  ON 

imm. 

Hughes  1971 

31  Oct  1982 

Ottawa-Carleton  Regional 
Municipality,  nr  Ottawa, 

Carleton  Co.,0N 

ph 

James  1984 

31  Mar  1977 

Isle  of  Palms,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  41:100 

9 Apr  1964 

Edisto  Beach,  Colleton  Co.,  SC 

Chat  28  (2) 

17  Apr  1973 

Sullivan'sl.,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  37:88 

21  Apr  1963 

Hunting  Island  State  Park, 
Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

2 birds  seen  together 

Chat  27:58 

23  Apr  1972 

Charleston,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  36:83 

23  Apr  1992 

Georgetown,  Georgetown  Co.,  SC 

Chat  57:60 

28  Apr  1966 

Hilton  Head  1.,  Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

Potter  1966 

29  Apr  1979 

Awendaw  L.,  nr  Charleston, 

another  or  the  same 

Chat  43:99 

Charleston  Co.,  SC 

was  seen  later  in  the 

week  near  McClellanville 

5 May  1968 

Edisto  Beach,  Colleton  Co.,  SC 

Chat  32:80 

11-13 

Fripp  L,  Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

pair 

McNair  & Post  1993 

May  1984 

13  May  1961 

Edisto  Beach,  Colleton  Co.,  SC 

Chat  25:96 

15  May  1997 

Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper  Co.,  SC 

Chat  61:286 

19-30 

Edisto  Beach,  Colleton  Co.,  SC 

Chat  27:82 

May  1963 

20  May  1975 

McClellanville,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  39:97 

20  May  1979 

Sullivan'sl.,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  43:99 

21  May  1974 

Sullivan'sl.,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  38:97 

24  May  1962 

Hunting  1.,  Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

Chat  26:81 

24  May  1962 

Parris  1.  golf  course,  Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

Chat  26:81 

25  May  1997 

Edisto  Beach,  Colleton  Co.,  SC 

Chat  61:286 

15  Jun  1962 

Folly  L,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  26:81 

20  Jun  1968 

Isle  of  Palms,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  32:63 

??  Jun- 

Debidue  Beach, 

nesting,  pair  and  imm. 

Davis  1993 

13 Jul 1993 

Georgetown  Co.,  SC 

present  at  least  13  Jul 

21  Jul  1962 

Beaufort  Co.,  SC 

Chat  26:103 

31  Jul  1980 

nr  Georgetown,  SC 

Chat  45:52 

7 Aug  1976 

nr  L.  Moultrie,  Berkeley  Co.,  SC 

Chat  41:54 

22  Aug  1996 

Buckhall  Landing  Campground, 
Awendaw,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  61:214 

28  Aug  1997 

Hilton  Head  L,  Beaufort,  SC 

Chat  62:136 

18  Sep  1999 

Aiken  Co.,  SC 

possibly  arrived  with 

Bailey  2001 

Hurricane  Floyd 

26  Sep  1926 

no  location  data,  SC 

Post&  Gauthreaux  1989 

26  Sep  1976 

Kiawah  1.,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  41:54 

25  Oct  1980 

Santee  NWR,  Clarendon  Co,,  SC 

Chat  45:52 

: 27-28 

Greeleyville,  Williamsburg  Co.,  SC 

McNair  & Post  1993 

Oct  1989 

28  Oct  2000 

James  L,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  65:79 

early 

Oct  1993 

Moore's  Landing,  Charleston  Co.,  SC 

Chat  58:135 

19  Nov  1956 

Savannah  River  Plant  area, 

Aiken  Co.,  SC 

Odum  and  Norris  1957 

24  Apr  1974 

West  Galveston  1., 

Galveston  Co.,TX 

ph  (TPRF  323) 

AB  28:824 

23  May- 

Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  Co., TX 

ph (TPRF 1982) 

TBRC  1992-74, 

1 Jun 1992 

AB  46:449 

31  Aug  1951 

Rockport,  Aransas  Co.,  TX 

TBRC  1988-218,  AFN 

6:27,  Oberholser  1974 

28  Apr  1990 

Virginia  Beach, VA 

AB  44:409 

18  May  1978 

Chesapeake  Bay 

Bridge-Tunnel, VA 

ph 

Kain  1987 

2 Jul 1977 

Chincoteague  NWR, 

Accomack  Co.,VA 

Kain  1987 

19  Sep  1999 

nr  Lynnhaven  Inlet, Virginia  Beach, VA 

NAB  54:39 

24  Sep  1994 

Chincoteague  NWR, 

Accomack  Co.,  VA 

ph 

FN  49:32 

30  Sep  1997 

Back  Bay  NWR,  Virginia 

ph,  w/  a Western 

R.  Simpson  pers.comm. 

Beach,  VA 

Kingbird 

2 Oct  1984 

Chincoteague  NWR, 

Accomack  Co., VA 

Kain  1987 

10  Oct  2000 

NofCapeville  on  Rte.600, 
Northampton  Co., VA 

NAB  55:38 

29  Oct  1999 

Sunset  Beach,  Northampton 

Co.,  VA 

NAB  54:39 

12-14  Nov 

N of  Kiptopeke  SP, 

imm.,ph 

FN  49:32 

1994 

Northampton  Co., VA 

(Armistead  1995) 

13-25  Nov 

1.4  km  N of  Eastern  Shore  of 

imm.,  ph,  video 

NAB  55:38 

2000 

Virginia  NWR,  Northampton  Co., VA 
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Table  2.  Records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds,  summarized  by  season  and  state/province  through  December  2000.  All  records 

have  been  endorsed  by  the  appropriate  state  records  committees,  except  for  those  in  the  states  of  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas, 

which  do  not  review  all  records  of  the  species.  Note  also  that  while  July  records  are  listed  in  the  fall  section,  they  (along  with 

late  June  and  early  August)  appear  to  fall  into  a separate  pattern  not  allied  well  with  well-developed  spring  or  fall  patterns. 

Total  number 

State 

of  records 

Spring  records 

Fall  records 

Massachusetts 

3 

0 

3 -Sep,  Oct,  Nov 

Connecticut 

2 

0 

2 - Oct,  Nov 

New  York 

9 

2 — Apr,  Jun 

6 -Aug,  Sep  (3),  Oct  (2) 

Newjersey 

7 

1 - May 

6 -Sep  (5),  Oct 

■ 

Maryland 

4 

3 -May,  Jun  (2) 

1-Jul 

Virginia 

11 

2 - Apr,  May 

9 — Jul,  Sep  (3),  Oct  (3),  Nov  (2) 

North  Carolina 

43 

36 -Mar,  Apr  (4), 

7 — Jul,  Aug,  Sep  (3), 

May  (19),  Jun  (12) 

Oct  (2) 

South  Carolina 

35 

22 -Mar,  Apr  (7), 

13  - Jul  (2),  Aug  (3),  Sep  (3), 

May  (11), Jun  (3) 

Oct  (4),  Nov  (1) 

Louisiana 

20 

18 -Apr  (5),  May  (13) 

2 - Oct,  Nov 

Texas 

3 

2 - Apr,  May 

1 - Aug 

Ontario 

5 

0 

5 -Jul,  Oct  (4) 

Illinois 

1 

1 - May 

0 

Michigan 

1 

0 

1 - Oct 

British  Columbia 

1 

0 

1 - Sep 

Bermuda 

31+ 

12 -Mar,  Apr  (6;  8 birds), 

19 -Sep  (9;  10  birds), 

May  (5) 

Oct  (9;  11  birds),  Nov 

_ 


Table  3.  Inland  records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  through  2000,  by  state/province. 

State/Province 

Number  of  records 

Spring  records 

Summer  records 

Fall  records 

Georgia 

1 

0 

0 

1 - Oct 

South  Carolina 

5 

0 

1 - Aug 

1 - Sep,  2 - Oct, 

1 - Nov 

North  Carolina 

2 

1 - Apr 

1 -Jul 

0 

New  York 

2 

0 

0 

2 -Oct 

Ontario 

5 

0 

1 -Jul 

4 -Oct 

Illinois 

1 

1 - May 

0 

0 

Michigan 

1 

0 

0 

1 - Oct 

British  Columbia 

1 

0 

0 

1 - Sep 

continued  from  page  151 

or  specimen,  but  the  level  of  documentation 
can  be  found  in  Table  1.  Gray  Kingbird 
records  by  state  are  listed  in  detail  in  Table  1 
and  are  summarized  in  Table  2.  A published 
record  for  Wisconsin  (A.O.U.  2000)  is  appar- 
ently in  error,  as  there  are  no  records  or 
reports  from  that  state  (L.  Semo,  M.  Korducki, 
J.  Frank,  R.  Domagalski,  pers.  comm.). 
Although  some  have  been  published,  addi- 
tional reports  from  Nova  Scotia  (2),  New 
Brunswick  (1),  Maine  (1),  and  Delaware  (1) 
were  considered  inadequately  documented,  as 
were  additional  records  from  Ontario  (1), 
Newjersey  (1),  Virginia  (2),  and  Texas  (1). 

Vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  occur  almost 
exclusively  along  the  immediate  coast  (Table 
1).  Of  the  165  vagrant  records  compiled 


herein,  including  78  from  the  Carolinas,  all 
but  19  have  been  along  the  immediate  coast 
or  within  a few  kilometers  of  the  immediate 
coast.  We  do  not  consider  the  three  records 
from  Maryland’s  Chesapeake  Bay  shore  to 
represent  inland  occurrences  and  have 
instead  included  those  with  other  coastal 
individuals.  Individuals  moving  northward 
along  the  coast  may  be  reluctant  to  cross 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  hug  the  Western  Shore, 
bringing  them  far  into  Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  geography  of  the  East  Coast  would 
appear  to  influence  the  distribution  of 
vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  (Tables  1,  2,  3).  Cape 
Hatteras,  Long  Island,  Cape  Cod,  southern 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland  (and  to  a 
lesser  extent,  Cape  May)  project  well  to  the 
east,  forming  east-facing  fronts  to  intercept 


birds  making  over-water  movements.  These 
areas  represent  the  first  potential  landfall  for 
migrant  birds  flying  over  the  open  ocean. 
Consequently,  these  areas  have  produced  a 
plethora  of  records  of  vagrant  landbirds  along 
the  East  Coast.  Records  of  coastal  species 
such  as  Gray  Kingbird  would  seem  especially 
likely  to  cluster  at  such  coastal  concentration 
points.  The  bulk  of  Gray  Kingbird  records 
north  of  South  Carolina  hail  from  the  Outer 
Banks  of  North  Carolina  (25),  the  Virginia 
Eastern  Shore  (8),  Cape  May,  Newjersey  (3), 
and  Long  Island,  New  York  (5).  The  number 
of  Gray  Kingbird  records  by  state  appears  to 
correspond  stepwise  to  each  of  these  barriers 
along  the  East  Coast:  south  of  the  Outer 
Banks,  the  species  has  been  a nearly  annual 
vagrant  since  1960,  from  Cape  Elatteras  to 
Long  Island  there  have  been  26  records  since 
1950,  while  north  of  Long  Island  there  have 
been  just  three  records  since  1950.  On  the 
Gulf  Coast  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  barrier 
islands  and  peninsulas  jutting  into  the  Gulf 
have  also  produced  most  of  the  records. 
Grand  Isle,  Louisiana,  one  of  the  more 
renowned  vagrant  traps  in  that  state,  has 
enjoyed  the  greatest  number  of  Gray  King- 
bird records  for  a single  site  (7).  It  is  note- 
worthy, too,  that  extremely  limited  coverage 
of  offshore  oil  platforms,  which  serve  as 
islands  to  migrating  birds,  has  produced  an 
additional  four  records. 

Observer  effort,  the  location  of  population 
centers,  and  the  ease  of  access  to  coastal  areas 
play  a major  role  in  when  and  where  vagrant 
birds  are  detected,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that 
the  state-by-state  coverage  is  far  from  uni- 
form in  these  respects.  Coastal  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts 
have  had  exceptionally  good  coverage  over 
the  years  and  have  long  ornithological  histo- 
ries beginning  in  the  late  1800s.  By  contrast 
the  coasts  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Vir- 
ginia have  been  relatively  poorly  covered  but 
have  been  given  increased  attention  in  recent 
years.  This  uneven  coverage  may  be  one  addi- 
tional reason  for  the  disproportionately  high 
number  of  records  in  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  but  it  is  worth  noting  that  those  states 
also  have  extensive  coastlines  that  are  easily 
accessed.  The  majority  of  the  Atlantic  coast- 
line in  Maryland  (64  km)  and  Virginia  (176 
km)  is  protected  by  barrier  islands  that  are 
accessible  only  by  boat;  the  6400  km  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  coastline  is  also  largely  pri- 
vately owned  and  difficult  of  access.  Along 
the  Gulf  Coast,  coverage  is  more  even  geo- 
graphically but  less  consistent  between 
spring  and  fall.  There  has  been  tremendous 
recent  interest  in  witnessing  the  trans-Gulf 
migration  during  April  and  May,  but  coverage 
of  the  Gulf  Coast  migrant  traps  drops  off 
sharply  thereafter,  and  fall  coverage  is  com- 
paratively poor  in  these  areas.  By  contrast, 
coverage  along  the  East  Coast  may  be  biased 
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towards  increased  coverage  in  the  fall,  with 
less  coverage  in  spring. 

In  addition  to  records  from  Brazil  and 
Jimenez,  Costa  Rica,  there  is  a record  of  Gray 
Kingbird  from  Puerto  Pitahaya,  El  Oro, 
Ecuador,  16  April  1993  (Ridgely  and  Green- 
field 2001).  The  paucity  of  records  in  other 
parts  of  the  Americas  is  likely  attributable  to 
comparatively  sparse  coverage  in  equatorial 
Brazil,  northeastern  Mexico,  and  along  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  Central  America.  However, 
Gray  Kingbird  is  a frequent  vagrant  to 
Bermuda.  The  Bermudas’  location  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  makes  the 
archipelago  a classic  vagrant  trap,  and  to  date 
there  are  at  least  3 1 records  of  Gray  Kingbird 
(E.  Amos,  A.  Dobson,  pers.  comm.).  Specific 
dates  available  for  3 1 Bermuda  records  better 
fit  the  overall  pattern  for  the  East  Coast  (cf. 
Figure  9),  where  early-fall  records  predomi- 
nate, in  contrast  to  the  pattern  for  the  Caroli- 
nas  (cf.  Figure  8).  This  suggests  that  the  pat- 
tern is  more  consistent  with  long-range 
vagrancy  rather  than  the  short-range  over- 
shooting that  predominates  in  the  Carolinas 
(to  which  breeders  from  northern  Florida  and 
Georgia  presumably  arrive,  having  overshot 
their  breeding  grounds). 

Records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  have 
been  increasing  with  time  (Figure  5).  This 
increase  in  the  number  of  records  may  be  due 
primarily  to  the  growth  in  popularity  of  bird- 
ing  (Cordell  and  Herbert  2002)  and  to  refine- 
ments in  seeking  out  unusual  and  vagrant 
species.  The  marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  records  beginning  in  the  1970s  is  concur- 
rent with  the  first  significant  increases  in  the 
popularity  of  birding.  It  is  probably  impossi- 
ble to  tell  if  this  increase  in  records  over  the 
years  reflects  the  growth  in  the  number  of 
field  observers  or  reflects  an  actual  increase  in 
the  overall  numbers  of  Gray  Kingbirds.  While 
Gray  Kingbird  records  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast  north  of  North  Carolina  have  been 
accumulating  slowly,  there  appears  to  be  a 
flood  of  records  in  North  and  South  Carolina 
beginning  around  1958.  Gray  Kingbird  has 
since  been  found  almost  annually  in  those 
states.  The  first  modern  breeding  record  in 
South  Carolina  in  1993  and  the  first  breeding 
records  in  North  Carolina  in  1957-1958  and 
1996-1997  may  be  a hint  of  a minor  range 
extension  along  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Online 
density  maps  shown  by  j.  Price  (1995; 
<http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/bi 
rds/breedrng/breedrng.htm>)  further  suggest 
a slight  range  expansion.  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994),  however,  suggest  that  Gray 
Kingbird  has  declined  within  Florida  as  a 
breeder  in  recent  decades,  noting  a decline  in 
two  of  the  three  (Plantation  Key  and  Boca 
Raton)  Breeding  Bird  Surveys  where  it  was 
recorded  more  than  once.  At  the  third  (Fort 
Walton  Beach),  it  has  not  been  recorded  since 
1994  (Smith  and  Jackson  2002).  Finally,  the 


current  trend  toward  global  warming  may 
also  have  loosened  the  climatological  con- 
straints on  breeding  range,  allowing  birds  to 
breed  more  often  at  more  northerly  latitudes. 

Length  of  stay 

Vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  are  conspicuous  and 
tend  to  attract  significant  attention  from  bird- 
ers, thus  it  is  unlikely  that  a vagrant  Gray 
Kingbird  would  not  be  found  by  birders  in 
ensuing  days  unless  it  has  moved  on  or  died. 
The  date  of  initial  appearance  is  always  less 
certain,  as  any  given  bird  may  have  been  pres- 
ent in  the  area  for  days  or  even  weeks  prior  to 
its  discovery.  However,  given  how  few  birds 
remain  for  extended  periods  (see  below),  it  is 
probable  that  many  Gray  Kingbirds,  espe- 
cially those  in  spring  and  early  fall,  are  in  fact 
present  for  just  one  day. 

Excluding  records  of  breeding  birds,  those 
of  collected  birds,  and  the  two  records  before 
1900,  just  24  birds  have  been  noted  on  more 
than  one  day.  Of  the  60  fall  vagrant  records, 
14  records  have  spanned  more  than  one  day, 
all  of  them  East  Coast  occurrences  (except 
for  single  Louisiana  and  Michigan  records). 
In  general,  vagrants  on  the  East  Coast  are 
rarely  seen  for  more  than  one  day  in  the  early 
part  of  the  fall  but  regularly  remain  for 
longer  stays  later  in  the  season,  especially 
after  October  (P.  E.  Lehman,  pers.  comm.). 
This  pattern  is  evident  in  Gray  Kingbird 
vagrancy.  Of  the  31  vagrant  records  between 
22  August  and  10  October,  26  (84  %)  stayed 


just  one  day,  while  the  other  5 birds  had  stays 
of  2-5  days  (mean=2.6).  Of  the  22  records 
between  11  October  and  5 December,  nine 
have  stayed  for  more  than  one  day  and  four 
have  stayed  one  week  or  more  (mean=7.4 
days),  three  of  those  in  November.  Two  of 
the  longest  lingerers  have  also  been  the  lat- 
est: 13-25  November  2000  in  Virginia  and  7 
November  to  5 December  1993  in  Louisiana. 
The  tendency  for  late-season  vagrants  to  stay 
for  longer  periods  is  probably  due  to  their 
generally  lower  migratory  fitness  at  that 
time.  Insect  food  is  much  scarcer  by  Novem- 
ber, and  a vagrant  may  have  a much  more 
difficult  time  rebuilding  fat  reserves  from  a 
long  migratory  flight,  which  may  even  have 
involved  reorientation  after  being  caught 
over  open  water  at  dawn. 

Of  the  72  spring  records,  just  nine  birds 
have  been  noted  on  more  than  one  day 
(mean=6.7  days),  and  all  have  been  Carolina 
or  Gulf  Coast  records  (three  from  Louisiana, 
one  from  Texas).  The  1986  Grand  Isle  bird, 
which  was  seen  for  10  days,  was  notably  the 
earliest  spring  arrival  (other  than  an  1850 
Bermuda  record),  perhaps  suggesting  that  the 
more  stressful  early-season  conditions  pro- 
hibited the  bird  from  continuing  its  migra- 
tion. Other  records,  especially  from  the  Car- 
olinas, may  pertain  to  prospecting  nesters. 

Seasonal  distribution  of  records 

Vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  tend  to  occur  in  two 
primary  periods:  spring  (late  March  to  early 


Figure  5.  Annual  distribution  of  records:  number  of  twentieth-century  records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds,  graphed 
by  decade.  The  sharp  increase  in  records  in  the  final  third  of  the  century  is  largely  attributable  to  the  rise  of  birding's 
popularity  during  the  same  period  but  may  also  reflect  the  minor  expansion  in  the  species's  range. 


:: 


I 

I 


LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  2 


155 


GRAY  KINGBIRD 


June)  and  fall  (late  August  to  mid-Novem- 
ber). These  peaks  correspond  strongly  with 
migration  peaks  reported  by  other  authors. 
Four  anomalous  records  in  July  and  early 
August  do  not  fit  well  with  known  patterns  of 
movement  in  this  species. 

Data  concerning  the  age  of  vagrants  might 
prove  useful  for  understanding  causes  of 
their  vagrancy.  Unfortunately,  ageing  of  Gray 
Kingbird  is  relatively  difficult.  The  shape  of 
the  sixth  through  tenth  (plO  outermost)  pri- 
maries differs  by  age  and  sex,  being  narrow 
and  tapered  in  juveniles  (August  through 
March)  and  distinctly  notched  in  adults 
(more  so  on  adult  males;  Pyle  1997).  This 
requires  excellent  views  to  ascertain  but  is 
sometimes  possible  in  the  field  especially  by 
viewing  the  far  wing  of  a bird  sitting  on  a tele- 
phone wire.  Buff  tips  to  primary  coverts,  or 
especially  worn  primary  coverts  (January 
through  November)  should  be  indicative  of 
second-year  individuals  (Pyle  1997).  We 
were  able  to  obtain  ageing  information  for 
only  eight  vagrant  Gray  Kingbird  records. 
Those  records  included:  one  adult  female  col- 
lected at  Orient  Point,  NY  29  April  1921 
(Levine  1998),  and  six  juveniles  from  4 Octo- 
ber through  25  November.  A final  record, 
from  Point  Pelee,  ON  26  July  1986  was 
reported  as  a juvenile  by  Wormington 
(1987),  but  the  date  is  well-enough  removed 
from  the  other  juveniles  that  reassessment  of 
the  documentation  may  be  warranted. 

Spring  vagrants  (n=72)  occur  from  late 
March  to  mid-June,  with  the  strongest  peak 
from  late  April  to  late  May  (Figure  6).  Fall 
vagrants  (n=60)  span  the  period  from  late 
August  to  late  November,  with  a strong  peak 
from  mid-September  to  late  October  (Figure 
6).  These  peaks  correspond  well  with  the 
spring  migration  peak  noted  by  other  authors 


(e.  g.,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994,  Wet- 
more  1973,  Smith  and  Jackson  2002).  Steven- 
son and  Anderson  (1994)  even  note  laggard 
individuals  migrating  through  the  first  week  of 
June  in  Florida.  Three  July  records  outside  the 
Carolinas  are  anomalous.  Note  that  the  spring 
peak  is  divided  into  a late  April  to  early  May 
peak  and  a late  May  peak.  Both  the  spring  and 
fall  peaks  are  bimodal,  which  may  suggest  dif- 
ferential migration  timing  by  birds  of  different 
sex,  age  classes,  or  populations.  Since  it  is  well 
known  that  males  of  many  species  migrate  ear- 
lier than  females  in  spring,  it  is  possible  that 
this  suggestion  of  a bimodal  peak  is  due  to  the 
earlier  migration  peak  of  males  versus  females 
(but  note  that  the  early  29  April  1921  record 
from  Long  Island  was  of  an  adult  female). 
Interestingly,  one  bird  of  the  Fort  Caswell,  NC 
nesting  pair  had  arrived  by  18  May,  while  the 
other  individual  was  not  noted  until  1 June.  It 
is  also  possible,  and  perhaps  likely,  that  the 
bimodal  spring  pattern  reflects  birder  activity. 
On  the  North  Carolina  coast,  there  is  certainly 
a major  influx  of  birders  over  Memorial  Day 
weekend,  when  pelagic  birding  trips  are  popu- 
lar and  shorebird  migrants  are  widespread. 
Perhaps  additional  records  will  help  to  clarify 
whether  this  appearance  of  a bimodal  spring 
peak  is  a function  of  observer  effort  or  a true 
natural  phenomenon. 

Fall  vagrants  occur  between  late  August 
and  mid-November  (one  exceptional  bird  in 
Louisiana  remained  to  early  December),  with 
the  strongest  peak  from  mid-September  to 
late  October  (Figure  6).  This  peak  corre- 
sponds closely  with  the  fall  migration  of  the 
species.  As  is  the  case  for  many  other 
vagrants  on  the  East  Coast — e.  g.,  Rufous 
Ffummingbird  ( Sclasphoms  rufus ) and  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  (Myiarchus  cineras- 
cens) — the  peak  vagrancy  season  is  somewhat 


later  than  the  migration  peak  in  other  parts  of 
the  species’  range.  The  fall  peak  shows  a 
bimodality  similar  to  that  shown  in  spring, 
with  the  mid-September  peak  dropping  off  to 
a mid-October  nadir,  before  rising  abruptly  in 
late  October,  when  there  are  11  records.  The 
bimodality  of  the  fall  peak  is  much  more 
strongly  defined  and  could  very  well  be  due 
to  juveniles  undertaking  a later  migration 
than  adults.  It  is  possible  that  the  September 
records  represent  predominantly  adult  birds, 
while  the  October  records  (especially  those  in 
late  October)  refer  primarily  to  juveniles, 
although  we  have  limited  supporting  data. 
The  five  fall  records  with  ageing  information 
are  juveniles  4 October  to  25  November. 
Given  that  8 out  of  11  inland  records 
occurred  after  21  October  (and  10  of  11  fall 
after  29  September) — and  that  juveniles  are 
well  known  for  making  the  more  egregious 
navigational  errors — it  seems  likely  that  these 
late-season  inland  birds  are  predominantly 
juveniles.  Observers  of  Gray  Kingbirds  out  of 
range  can  help  to  clarify  this  suspicion  by 
ageing  the  birds  they  find. 

Regional  examinations 

When  the  records  are  examined  regionally, 
some  significant  departures  from  the  overall 
pattern  are  apparent.  Figure  7 shows  records 
from  Louisiana  and  Texas,  Figure  8 shows 
records  from  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
Figure  9 shows  records  from  the  East  Coast 
and  inland  areas.  The  majority  of  the  spring 
records  hail  from  the  Gulf  Coast  (Figure  7), 
while  most  fall  records  (Figure  9)  are  from 
the  East  Coast  or  inland.  The  Carolinas  show 
a pattern  most  closely  matched  by  the  Gulf 
Coast,  with  predominantly  spring  records  but 
significant  fall  vagrancy  as  well. 

Of  23  records  from  Louisiana  and  Texas, 
20  are  from  the  spring  (10  April  to  30  May). 
There  are  just  three  fall  records  (31  August, 
23  October,  7 November  to  5 December). 
There  are  no  Gulf  Coast  records  for  mid- 
summer west  of  Mississippi.  The  spring 
records  peak  from  late  April  to  late  May  and 
mirror  the  bimodal  peak  shown  by  the  over- 
all pattern,  with  a primary  peak  in  late  April 
and  early  May,  a nadir  in  mid-May,  and  a sec- 
ondary peak  in  late  May  (Figure  7). 

The  72  records  from  the  coastal  Carolinas 
include  10  records  of  birds  that  we  consid- 
ered nesters,  or  probable  nesters,  which  were 
excluded  from  the  analysis.  These  include 
three  records  from  Fort  Caswell,  NC  (1996, 
1997,  1999),  five  records  from  Southport/Bat- 
tery Island,  NC  (1957,  1958,  1959,  1962, 
1995),  and  one  from  Debidue  Beach,  SC 
(1993).  One  of  the  remaining  records  (Fripp 
Island,  SC,  in  1984)  involved  a pair  and  may 
have  pertained  to  nesting  birds  but  is  consid- 
ered here  with  the  migrant  birds.  The  remain- 
ing 62  records  include  45  from  spring  (12 
March  to  7 June).  These  spring  records  sug- 
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Figure  6.  Temporal  distribution  of  records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds,  graphed  by  thirds  of  months.  Each  month  is 
separated  into  three  periods  (date  ranges  1-10, 11-20,  and  21  to  month's  end),  and  records  are  arranged  by  date  of 
first  appearance.  (Birds  remaining  for  extended  periods  are  graphed  only  on  the  date  of  first  appearance.) 
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gest  the  bimodal  peak  noticed  in  other 
regions,  but  the  pattern  is  less  pronounced, 
perhaps  because  the  vagrant  records  are 
obscured  by  occasional  rare  breeders.  The  10 
mid-summer  records  between  13  June  and  7 
August  may  represent  nesting  birds,  unpaired 
breeding  birds,  or  simply  wandering  birds. 
Surely  the  species  breeds  in  the  Carolinas 
more  frequently  than  has  been  noted,  and  we 
suspect  that  numerous  nestings  by  this 
species  have  gone  undetected  in  these  states, 
especially  given  the  relative  inaccessibility  of 
some  of  the  barrier  islands  that  provide  the 
most  favorable  breeding  habitat.  It  may  be, 
however,  that  some  proportion  of  these  mid- 
summer records  represent  wandering  sum- 
mer birds,  especially  given  the  far-flung 
vagrants  that  have  occurred  at  those  seasons 
in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Ontario.  Still,  we 
feel  that  these  mid-summer  records  are  better 
considered  members  of  a very  low-density 
breeding  population  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  they  represent  summer  wanderers.  The 
12  fall  records  peak  much  earlier  than  those 
from  farther  north  along  the  Atlantic  Coast, 
with  five  records  from  22  September  through 
5 October,  and  just  two  later  records.  It  is 
notable  that  North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks 
region  does  not  have  more  records  from  late 
October  and  early  November,  especially  given 
the  four  records  from  coastal  Virginia  during 
this  same  period;  this  may  be  an  artifact  of 
differences  in  observer  coverage. 

There  are  36  records  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast  north  of  the  Carolinas.  Just  six  records 
are  from  spring,  and  these  fall  in  a somewhat 
narrower  window  from  28  April  to  7 June. 
Even  this  small  sample  suggests  the  bimodal 
spring  peaks,  though,  with  half  of  the  records 
28  April — 3 May  and  the  other  three  18 
May — 7 June.  Four  are  from  mid-summer, 
including,  curiously,  three  of  Maryland’s  four 
records  (14  June,  20  June,  22  July)  and  one 
just  to  the  south  in  Chincoteague,  VA  (2  July). 
These  records,  combined  with  the  anomalous 
26  July  record  from  Ontario,  suggest  that 
Gray  Kingbirds  continue  to  wander  even  out- 
side of  their  primary  migration  seasons. 

Away  from  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts, 
there  has  been  a total  of  18  records,  though 
only  eight  have  been  away  from  the  south- 
eastern United  States  (Georgia,  South  Car- 
olina, and  North  Carolina).  The  two  spring 
records  include  one  16  April  in  Wake  County, 
NC  and  one  15  May  in  Clinton  County,  IL. 
Three  anomalous  summer  records  hail  from 
Point  Pelee,  ON  26  July,  Berkeley  County,  SC 
7 August,  and  Wilkes  County,  NC  5 August. 
Most  inland  records  come  from  the  fall 
(mostly  the  late  fall),  with  13  records  span- 
ning 18  September — 19  November.  Of  those, 
all  are  in  October  except  for  singles  in  Aiken 
County,  SC  and  British  Columbia.  The  Octo- 
ber records  all  fall  between  14  and  31  Octo- 
ber, with  seven  occurring  in  the  11 -day 
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Figure  7.  Temporal  distribution  of  records  of  vagrant  Gray  Kingbirds  along  the  western  Gulf  Coast  (Louisiana  and  Texas). 
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period  21-31  October.  Three  of  the  October 
records  are  from  the  southeastern  states,  but 
others  are  among  the  farthest-flung  Gray 
Kingbirds  ever  recorded:  one  in  Oceana 
County,  Michigan,  14-18  October  1984;  sin- 
gles in  upstate  New  York  at  Tomhannock 
Reservoir  28  October  to  4 November  1992 
and  Seneca  County  31  October  to  4 Novem- 
ber 1987;  and  four  of  Ontario’s  five  records. 

One  record  that  stands  alone — and  is  far 
and  away  the  most  remarkable  episode  of 
vagrancy  in  Gray  Kingbird — involves  the 
lone  individual  that  has  reached  the  West 
Coast,  collected  at  Cape  Beal,  Vancouver 
Island,  British  Columbia  29  September  1889 
(Fannin  1891,  Brooks  and  Swarth  1925, 
Campbell  et  al.  1997).  As  Mlodinow  (2000) 
points  out,  this  individual,  “was  3800  km 
from  [its]  usual  range  [and]  about  3200  km 
from  the  next  nearest  record.”  This  is  a mon- 
umental navigational  error.  Late  September 
corresponds  well  with  the  fall  vagrancy  peak 
shown  elsewhere,  primarily  along  the  East 
Coast  of  North  America  (Table  2;  Figure  8). 

CAUSES  OF  VAGRANCY 

The  Gray  Kingbird  peaks  above  match  two 
well-known  causes  of  vagrancy:  spring  over- 
shooting and  autumn  180°  misorientation. 
Interestingly,  these  same  patterns  are  seen  in 
Tropical  Kingbird,  which  occurs  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  primarily  as  a spring  overshoot  and  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  (and  to  a lesser  extent,  the 
Atlantic  Coast)  almost  exclusively  from  mid- 
September  to  mid-November  (Mlodinow 
1998)  as  a result  of  180°  misorientation. 

Spring 

The  majority  of  records  along  the  Gulf  Coast 
(Louisiana  and  Texas)  and  the  coastal  Caroli- 
nas  occur  in  spring,  and  these  records 
undoubtedly  are  the  result  of  spring  over- 
shooting. Spring  overshooting  is  a recognized 
and  well-documented  pattern  of  vagrancy  in 
landbirds  and  is  especially  well  documented 
in  the  British  Isles  (Vinicombe  and  Cottridge 
1996).  In  discussing  spring  overshooting  in 
Britain,  Vinicombe  and  Cottridge  (1996)  con- 
sider short-range  overshooting  and  long- 
range  overshooting  separately.  They  consider 
short-range  overshooters  to  be  birds  that  miss 
their  breeding  grounds  by  a small  margin, 
usually  because  of  following  winds.  They 
believe  these  birds  are  usually  second-calen- 
dar-year birds  on  their  first  northward  migra- 
tion. In  contrast,  long-range  overshooters 
involve  much  greater  distances  (up  to  1500 
km)  beyond  their  breeding  range,  clearly  the 
result  of  a physiological  malfunction,  perhaps 
failure  to  “turn  off’  the  migratory  impulse  at 
the  proper  time.  Interestingly,  they  note  that 
such  birds  are  most  often  males.  Along  the 
East  Coast,  some  of  the  better  examples  of 
spring  overshooting  involve  Indigo  Bunting 


( Passerina  cyanca).  Blue  Grosbeak  (P. 
caendea),  and,  rarely,  Painted  Bunting  (P 
ciris).  The  former  two  species  turn  up  annu- 
ally well  north  of  their  breeding  range  in  New 
England  and  Atlantic  Canada,  especially 
along  the  coast  and  on  offshore  islands, 
where  favorable  conditions  occasionally  pro- 
duce fallouts  of  these  species  (Veit  and 
Petersen  1993).  The  extent  to  which  weather 
patterns  are  responsible  for  such  fallouts  is 
unclear;  a number  of  species  of  wood-war- 
blers,  vireos,  and  flycatchers  share  this  pat- 
tern. Coastal  individuals  may  turn  up  far  to 
the  north  by  reorienting  themselves  incor- 
rectly after  drifting  offshore  overnight.  Simi- 
larly, both  Mississippi  Kite  ( Ictinia  mississip- 
piensis ) and  Swallow-tailed  Kite  ( Elanoides 
foificatus ) have  a long  history  as  spring  over- 
shoots along  the  Atlantic  Coast,  especially  at 
coastal  areas  and  promontories  that  face 
north  (e.  g.,  Fort  Smallwood  Park,  Anne 
Arundel  County,  MD),  east  (e.  g.,  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  NC),  or  south  (e.  g.,  Cape  May,  NJ). 

Unfortunately,  comparatively  little  is 
known  about  the  migratory  pathways  of  Gray 
Kingbird,  which  could  shed  considerable 
light  on  the  episodes  of  spring  overshooting 
outlined  above.  It  is  believed  that  most  Gray 
Kingbirds  move  east-southeast  along  the 
Caribbean  island  chain  during  the  fall  and 
return  west-northwest  toward  Cuba,  Jamaica, 
the  Bahamas,  and  Florida  via  the  same  route. 
It  is  unknown  if  breeders  in  northern  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas  fly  over  water 
from  the  Lesser  Antilles  or  fly  to  the  Florida 
coast  and  thence  move  up  the  coast  to  their 
breeding  areas.  The  west-northwesterly  tra- 
jectory in  the  spring  might  bring  an  individ- 
ual to  the  Carolina  coast  should  it  stray 
slightly  north  of  its  course.  Spring  overshoot- 
ing along  the  Atlantic  Coast  is  consistent  with 
this  pattern.  The  vast  majority  of  Atlantic 
Coast  records  in  spring  (n=45)  hail  from  the 
Carolinas,  which  are  only  slightly  beyond  the 
breeding  grounds  for  this  species  and  only 
slightly  off-course  for  a bird  on  a west-north- 
westerly  course  from  a Puerto  Rican  stopover 
site  to  Florida  breeding  grounds.  The  pre- 
dominant weather  pattern  in  spring  and  sum- 
mer is  a stable  high-pressure  feature  over  the 
Sargasso  Sea  area  (“Bermuda  High”),  which 
produces  southerly  or  southeasterly  winds  in 
this  area.  Such  winds  might  steer  an  off- 
course  kingbird  towards  the  Carolina  coast. 

The  six  spring  records  from  farther  up  the 
Atlantic  Coast,  including  two  from  Virginia, 
one  from  Maryland,  one  from  Newjersey,  and 
two  from  Long  Island,  NY,  show  that  on  rare 
occasion  this  species  can  turn  up  even  farther 
out  of  range  in  spring.  Similarly,  a bird  that 
misses  its  target  while  heading  to  Florida 
from  Honduras  might  make  its  next  landfall 
in  eastern  Louisiana.  If  some  proportion  of 
Cuban  breeders  moves  along  the  east  coast  of 


Central  America  and  the  Yucatan,  those  birds 
too  may  account  for  some  proportion  of  the 
spring  records  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  It  is  not 
known  if  nesters  along  the  Florida  Gulf  Coast 
transect  the  Florida  peninsula,  encircle  the 
tip  of  Florida,  or  originate  from  populations 
that  winter  in  the  western  Caribbean  and 
move  northward  along  the  coast  of  Central 
America  and  the  Yucatan  to  their  breeding 
areas.  Indeed,  it  may  be  that  these  western 
Caribbean  birds  produce  the  majority  of 
records  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  Such  a bird  that 
misses  its  target  and  finds  itself  over  the  open 
water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  may  be  likely  to 
fly  downwind  until  it  makes  landfall,  and 
some  proportion  of  birds  that  reorient  in  this 
manner  would  then  undoubtedly  appear  in 
Louisiana  anchor  Texas.  This  is  a question  in 
need  of  study;  our  speculations  might  be 
strengthened  by  migration  data  from  western 
Cuba  or  banding  recoveries  that  indicate 
where  the  various  island  populations  of  Gray 
Kingbird  migrate  or  spend  the  winter. 

The  strong  coastal  affinities  of  this  bird  as 
a breeder  probably  account  for  the  scarcity  of 
inland  records  at  this  season.  The  most 
exceptional  records  of  this  group  involve  sin- 
gle inland  individuals  in  Wake  County,  NC 
16  April  1959  and  in  Clinton  County,  IL  15 
May  1999.  The  latter  record  may  be  an 
extreme  example  of  one  of  the  western 
Caribbean  wintering  birds  that  began  migra- 
tion on  favorable  southerly  winds  but  missed 
its  breeding  grounds  (in  Cuba?)  and  contin- 
ued flying  downwind  over  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, eventually  being  transported  well  inland 
in  the  process.  It  is  possible  that  cloudy 
and/or  rainy  conditions  prevailed  when  the 
bird  neared  the  coast,  as  this  might  cause  it  to 
continue  with  its  migration  into  inland  Illi- 
nois rather  than  setting  down  at  a coastal  site. 

Fall 

Veit  and  Petersen  (1993)  summarize  work  by 
DeSante  (1973,  1983),  which  distinguishes 
between  disoriented  birds  and  misoriented 
birds.  Disoriented  birds  are  those  that  have 
failed  to  inherit  any  means  of  navigation  and 
tend  to  disperse  in  random  directions.  Mis- 
oriented birds  are  those  that  have  inherited 
faulty  navigational  systems,  for  example  birds 
that  confuse  east  with  west  or  north  with 
south.  DeSante  (1973)  and  Roberson  (1980) 
stress  that  mirror-image  misorientation, 
which  involves  birds  confusing  east  and  west 
compass  bearings,  is  a major  factor  in  passer- 
ine vagrancy  to  the  West  Coast.  North  Amer- 
ican passerines  that  fly  north  during  fall 
migration  and  turn  up  north  of  their  breeding 
range  are  believed  to  be  birds  affected  by  180° 
misorientation.  What  is  loosely  termed 
“reverse  migration”  (various  kinds  of  move- 
ment in  the  direction  opposite  that  of  the  pri- 
mary migrational  direction  of  the  species)  is 
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well  documented  in  a number  of  species  of 
landbirds  (McLaren  1981,  Roberson  1980, 
Cottridge  and  Vinicombe  1996,  Mlodinow 
1998,  Lockwood  1999);  we  use  the  term 
“180°  misorientation”  to  refer  specifically  to 
the  movement  of  migrant  passerines  in  the 

I fall  and  follow  DeSante  (1973,  1983)  in 
assuming  that  the  causes  for  this  misorienta- 
tion lie  in  the  bird’s  navigational  system. 

Flycatchers  in  particular  seem  to  be  espe- 
cially prone  to  180°  misorientation.  Tropical 
Kingbird  shows  a well-defined  pattern  of  this 
type  of  misorientation  along  the  Pacific  Coast 
(and  to  a lesser  extent  along  the  Atlantic  Coast; 
Mlodinow  1998).  Other  southern  flycatchers 
that  match  this  pattern  in  fall  include:  Greater 
Pewee  (Contopus  pertinax:  34  California 
records  of  migrant  or  wintering  birds,  all  11 
September — 10  April);  Sulphur-bellied  Fly- 
catcher (13  California  records,  12  from  13  Sep- 
tember— 20  October;  five  East  Coast  records 
21  September — 13  November);  Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher ( Pyrocephalus  rubinus : 11  East  Coast 
records  of  migrants  from  24  September— 25 
October);  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher 
( Myiarchus  tuberculifer:  60  California  records  of 
wintering  and  migrant  birds  4 November — 20 
May);  and  Thick-billed  Kingbird  ( Tyrannus 
crassirostris:  15  California  records,  14  from  19 
October — 10  May).  Instances  of  this  180°  mis- 
orientation are  believed  to  primarily  involve 
hatch-year  individuals.  In  California,  however, 
a significant  proportion  of  tyrannids  has  win- 
tered successfully,  and  some  birds  have 
returned  for  subsequent  years  (e.  g.,  four 
records  of  returning  Thick-billed  Kingbirds, 
five  records  of  returning  Greater  Pewees).  The 
pattern  shown  by  the  most  famous  reverse 
migrant,  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  is  somewhat 
more  complex.  Individuals  of  this  species  that 
reach  North  America  in  fall,  presumed  to  be 
largely  representatives  of  the  nominate  South 
American  subspecies  (Fockwood  1999), 
clearly  seem  to  be  misoriented  towards  the 
north  instead  of  the  south.  However,  given  that 
a number  of  adult  birds  are  involved,  and  given 
that  these  birds  will  have  already  (presumably) 
successfully  migrated  north  to  spend  the  aus- 
tral summer  in  northern  South  America,  this 
pattern  does  not  fit  well  with  the  180°  misori- 
entation discussed  above. 

The  pattern  shown  by  Gray  Kingbird  in  fall 
is  more  consistent  with  180°  misorientation. 
During  the  fall  migration  period,  Gray  King- 
birds have  appeared  along  the  length  of  the 
Atlantic  Coast  as  well  as  far  inland.  It  is  pri- 
marily these  misoriented  fall  individuals  that 
turn  up  in  the  more  remote  localities:  Vir- 
ginia, New  Jersey,  Long  Island  in  New  York, 
Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Nova  Scotia, 
inland  to  upstate  New  York,  Ontario,  and 
Michigan,  and  once  to  British  Columbia.  The 
slightly  bimodal  peak  (Figure  2)  during  this 
period  may  distinguish  between  differing 


types  of  misorientations.  The  early-season 
vagrants  (mid-August  to  late  September)  may 
refer  to  adults  displaced  along  their  normal 
migration  route  by  wind  or  a slightly  erro- 
neous navigational  system.  The  late-fall 
vagrants  (late  September  to  late  November) 
almost  surely  refer  primarily  to  juveniles 
(especially  after  mid-October)  with  180°  mis- 
orientations. Few  age  data  exist  for  vagrant 
records  of  Gray  Kingbird,  but  of  the  individ- 
uals that  have  been  aged  as  juveniles  five  of 
six  have  occurred  in  the  late-fall  period  from 
5 October  to  25  November  (North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Connecticut,  and  Ontario),  suggest- 
ing that  inexperienced  hatch-year  birds  are 
the  ones  making  these  navigational  errors. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  a 180°  misorientation 
for  a Gray  Kingbird  that  would  normally  take 
an  east-southeasterly  track  would  lead  the 
misoriented  bird  to  the  interior  southeastern 
United  States,  rather  than  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast.  Note,  however,  that  a bird  that  confuses 
north  with  south  could  perhaps  still  correctly 
orient  itself  along  the  east-west  axis.  If  this  is 
the  case,  Gray  Kingbirds  that  would  normally 
fly  southeastward  in  fall  may  occasionally  mis- 
orient  toward  the  northeast,  towards  the 
Atlantic  Coast  as  far  north  as  Massachusetts.  It 
is  not  clear  at  all  that  this  phenomenon 
accounts  for  any  East  Coast  records,  however, 
as  the  much  stronger  pattern  suggested  by 
Tropical  Kingbird  on  the  West  Coast  (Mlodi- 
now 1998)  suggests  a true  180°  misorienta- 
tion. It  is  possible  instead  that  a 180°-misori- 
ented  Gray  Kingbird  would  still  utilize  the 
coast  as  a leading  line  in  its  migration. 

If  Gulf  Coast  records  indeed  pertain  to 
western  Caribbean  (Cuban  and  Jamaican) 
breeders,  then  it  may  be  that  the  eight  interior 
records  14-31  October  represent  these  birds  as 
well.  A Florida  breeder  meant  to  migrate  to 
the  south-southeast  might  misorient  to  the 
west-northwest,  bringing  it  on  a vector  well 
south  of  the 'extreme  northern  records  in 
Michigan,  Ontario,  and  upstate  New  York. 
Perhaps  these  birds  represent  Cuban  breeders 
that  might  head  due  south  but  instead  have 
misoriented  in  a northerly  direction  and 
flown  to  the  Great  Fakes  region. 

The  exceptional  record  from  British 
Columbia  is  especially  interesting.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  Florida  panhandle  (the  most 
northwesterly  regular  breeding  area)  to 
Trinidad  (the  most  southeasterly  regular 
breeding  area)  is  about  3840  km,  a shorter 
distance  than  that  from  Florida  to  Vancouver 
Island.  If  this  bird  was  misoriented  to  head  to 
the  northwest  instead  of  to  the  southeast,  its 
track  would  lead  essentially  straight  from 
Florida  to  Vancouver  Island.  Although  some 
kinds  of  storm  systems  are  known  to  trans- 
port seabirds  and  other  species  great  distances 
in  the  fall,  it  is  essentially  inconceivable  that 
any  storm  track  would  move  from  Florida  to 


British  Columbia  at  this  season,  and  the  dis- 
tance involved  is  so  great  that  weather-related 
vagrancy  would  appear  extremely  unlikely. 

Midsummer  records 

The  several  mid-summer  records  of  Gray 
Kingbird  described  above  do  not  fit  any  obvi- 
ous pattern  of  dispersal  or  vagrancy.  Other 
species  of  flycatcher  (e.  g.,  Tropical  Kingbird, 
Western  Kingbird  1 Tyrannus  verticci/is] , and 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  [Tyrannus  foificatus]) 
show  similar  tendencies  to  wander,  on  a very 
limited  basis,  during  this  same  mid-June  to 
mid-August  period.  These  records  primarily 
involve  adults,  perhaps  failed  nesters.  The 
Point  Pelee  record  was  reported  as  an  “imma- 
ture,” which  may  indicate  a post- fledging  dis- 
persal if  it  was  in  fact  a hatch-year  bird, 
though  this  is  rarely  a cause  for  long-distance 
vagrancy  in  passerines.  It  would  be  especially 
helpful  if  observers  in  the  Carolinas  kept  care- 
ful data  on  whether  birds  seen  in  this  period 
were  behaving  as  migrants  or  potential  breed- 
ers, and  what  age  classes  they  represented. 

The  importance  of  weather 

The  degree  to  which  weather  influences 
vagrancy  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable 
debate.  In  some  instances,  the  influence  of 
weather  patterns  with  arrivals  of  vagrant 
landbirds  has  been  very  well  demonstrated 
(Elkins  1979,  Heil  1981,  McLaren  1981, 
McLaughlin  and  Curry  2000).  Most  cases, 
however,  are  not  nearly  as  clear-cut.  It  seems 
likely  that  a certain  percentage  of  migrants  is 
misoriented  as  described  above  and  that  the 
influence  of  weather  is  more  a secondary  fac- 
tor that  does  not  carry  aimless  birds  out  of 
range  but  rather  aids  or  guides  already  mis- 
oriented birds  in  their  travels.  One  record  in 
particular  was  noted  as  possibly  being  the 
result  of  the  passage  of  a hurricane:  one  at 
Westhampton  Beach,  Long  Island,  Suffolk 
County,  NY  18-19  September  1960.  Hurri- 
canes are  well  known  for  their  propensity  to 
displace  seabirds  but  have  been  implicated  in 
comparatively  few  instances  of  landbird 
vagrancy.  Nonetheless,  Bull  (1964,  1974) 
suggested  that  this  record  may  have  been  the 
result  of  storm  displacement,  as  Hurricane 
Donna  passed  offshore  of  Long  Island  12-13 
September  1960  (Buckley  1960). 
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Editors’  Notebook 


Themed  issues 

Great  material  has  been  streaming  in 
from  contributors  over  the  past  year,  and 
we  find  ourselves,  like  our  colleagues  at 
Birding,  overwhelmed  both  with  grati- 
tude and  with  work!  Manuscripts  from 
ornithologists  and  birders  have  been 
part  of  the  deluge,  and  one  happy  result 
of  this  abundance  has  been  that,  as  at 
Birding,  we  are  now  able  to  assemble 
issues  with  a focus  or  theme.  The  cur- 
rent issue  has  something  of  a Florida 
focus.  Gray  Kingbird,  a species  most 
North  Americans  associate  with  Florida, 
is  considered  in  wide  context  but  specif- 
ically in  its  capacity  to  stray,  while  two 
vagrants  to  Florida,  Elegant  Tern  and 
Short-tailed  Shearwater,  are  documented 
here  in  very  different  contexts,  the  for- 
mer as  a nester  with  a Sandwich  Tern 
(the  first  such  North  American  record 
away  from  the  Pacific),  the  latter  as  a 
cryptic  stray  from  another  ocean  basin, 
meticulously  documented  with  morpho- 
metries, likewise  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
North  America  to  be  confirmed  away 
from  the  Pacific.  The  methodological 
approaches  in  these  articles  are  hetero- 
geneous, but  the  records  they  summa- 
rize or  document  have  broad  applica- 
tions and  relevance  well  beyond  Florida 
or  the  southeastern  United  States:  no 
longer  can  we  assume  that  every  dark 
Puffinus  shearwater  in  the  Atlantic  is  a 
Sooty,  and  we  must  consider  carefully 


the  possibility  of  hybrid  Sandwich  x Ele- 
gant Terns  when  reporting  a Cayenne 
Tern  or  an  Elegant  Tern  out  of  range. 
Future  themed  issues  will  present  mate- 
rial on  waterfowl,  shorebirds,  and  on 
records  from  the  Caribbean  basin. 

Moving  pictures 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
extraordinary  film  Winged  Migration 
recently,  a film  that  treats  the  annual 
migration  of  dozens  of  diurnal 
migrants — mostly  waterfowl,  cranes, 
storks,  and  terns — on  all  continents. 
The  project  involved  14  cinematogra- 
phers in  five  crews,  17  pilots,  and  a crew 
of  many  hundreds  working  for  three 
years  in  forty  countries.  To  obtain 
unimaginably  close  footage  of  flying 
birds  at  all  altitudes,  cinematographers 
and  engineers  used  traditional  gliders, 
planes,  and  helicopters,  remote-con- 
trolled model  planes  and  helicopters, 
the  delta  plane  (“delta  wing”),  specially- 
designed  ultra-lights  and  balloons,  and 
more.  Voice-overs  were  limited,  and  the 
images  of  the  birds  were  allowed  to 
speak  for  themselves.  Though  some 
birds  were  trained  for  filming,  the 
results  are  tremendous  from  technical 
and  logistical  points  of  view. 

What  struck  us  most  about  this  film 
were  our  own  reactions  to  it  and  the 
reactions  of  fellow  filmgoers.  We  were 
speechless;  many  viewers  sobbed  qui- 


etly, as  flocks  of  Red-breasted  Geese, 
viewed  from  eye-level,  moved  through 
the  industrial  wastelands  of  eastern 
Europe;  as  flocks  of  Bar-headed  Geese 
attempted  to  crest  the  Himalayas;  as 
Common  Cranes  approached  an  elderly 
woman  in  the  remote  farm  fields  of  the 
Aubrac.  No  amount  of  land-bound  bird- 
ing allows  us  to  see  birds  from  this  van- 
tage, and  the  immediacy  of  the  images — 
as  Greylag  Geese  pass  along  the  Seine, 
with  the  Eiffel  Tower  in  the  background, 
and  Canada  Geese  move  through  Monu- 
ment Valley  or  down  the  East  River,  with 
the  Twin  Towers  to  their  west — all  give 
the  viewer  the  sense  of  moving  as  part  of 
a migrating  flock,  a fantasy  perhaps  so 
deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of  birders  as 
to  be  unintimated.  With  cinematogra- 
phy so  unerring,  and  modern  musical 
accompaniment  so  close  to  the  rhythms 
of  migration,  perhaps  it  should  not  have 
been  surprising  to  see  an  entire  theatre 
so  undone  by  the  film.  It  occurred  to  us, 
as  it  has  to  others,  that  bird  conservation 
has  reached,  at  long  last,  a new  niveau  of 
engagement  and  recruitment,  one  in 
which  birds  function  not  so  much  as 
aesthetic  objects  or  objects  of  entertain- 
ment— but  as  subjects  in  their  own 
right.  The  film’s  message  is  unmistak- 
able: migration  is  perilous,  and  our 
shared  environment  is  fragile  beyond 
words,  but  not  frail.  Birds  emerge  as  a 
nearly  perfect  wedding  of  beauty  and 


Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  generously  donated  to  the  "Friends  of  North  American  Birds'1  fund  over  the  past  three 
months!  Collectively,  you  have  contributed  nearly  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  the  fund,  which  will  allow  for  sig- 
nificant improvements  to  the  journal  We  hope  that  even  more  Friends  will  step  forward,  and  we  will  acknowl- 
edge our  donors  in  the  first  issue  of  each  volume.  To  Contribute  on  line,  go  to  <http://americanbirding.org/ 
publications/nabfriends.htm>. 

In  the  meanwhile,  we  were  again  delighted  to  receive  corporate  support  for  the  journal  from  the  Environmental 
Unit  of  Chevron  Texaco  Energy  Research  and  Technology  Company.  With  all  this  support,  we're  already 
able  to  move  forward  to  fund  several  much-needed  improvements:  first,  the  wrapper  in  which  your  journal 
arrived  (hopefully  not  spindled,  folded,  or  otherwise  mutilated),  and  second,  the  extra  signature  (16  pages)  to 
accommodate  the  abundance  of  good  material  submitted  by  authors,  regional  editors,  and  our  many  thousands 
of  contributors.  Enjoy! 

■- — ■- — — — - — _________ — _____________ — — ... — — — — — ________________ — — — — — — 
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tenacity  in  this  film.  But  most  impor- 
tantly, birds  emerge  distinctly  as  individ- 
uals with  a range  of  behaviors  and  reac- 
tions startlingly  like  our  own.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  or  hope  for  the  success 
of  bird  conservation  without  conceiving 
, of  a sea-change  in  how  “the  public”  val- 
ues birds  and  birdlife. 

The  still  photographs  we  present  in 
these  pages  would  seem  to  have  little  to 
do  with  the  moving  images  in  Winged 
Migration.  But  as  in  the  motion  picture, 
there  is  an  invisibility  of  the  photogra- 
pher in  almost  all  images  we  publish 
here.  While  we  batten  on  some  of  the 
marvelous  images  taken  around  the  con- 
tinent, which  serve  to  “confirm”  reports 
of  unusual  species  or  plumages,  or 
species  out  of  range  or  season,  we  must 
be  mindful  that  the  photographic 
moment  does  involve  a photographer, 
whose  relationship  with  his  or  her  “sub- 
ject” (the  camera’s  “object”)  should  fol- 
low the  rules  of  ethical  practice  laid  out 
by  our  Publisher  and  by  the  American 
Birding  Association.  We  should 
acknowledge  and  reiterate  here  that  this 
means  not  only  refraining  from  disturb- 
ing the  bird  but  also  refraining  from  tres- 
pass or  other  illegal  activity  that  would 
imperil  the  warm  welcome  of  birders  by 
landowners  and  refuge  managers.  Our 
excitement  in  the  photographic  moment 
as  artistic  creation,  our  fresh  understand- 
ing of  the  power  of  the  image  to  benefit 
birds  and  their  conservation,  and  our 
appreciation  for  the  intimacy  that  pho- 
tography provides  with  birds  for  us  as 
photographers  should  not  lead  us  to  stray 
from  settled,  sensible  ethical  practices, 
however  extenuating  the  circumstances 
might  seem.  We  refer  readers  unfamiliar 
with  it  to  the  ABA’s  Code  of  Birding 
Ethics  at  <http://www. 

americanbirding.org/abae  thics.htm>, 
which  governs  all  publications  of  the 
organization.  We  ask  that  those  submit- 
ting photographic  material  ensure  that  all 
images  of  birds  sent  in  be  in  accordance 
with  this  Code. 

We  should  reiterate,  too,  that  this 
journal  publishes  all  manner  of  amateur 
photographs,  and  that  no  one  should 
hesitate  to  send  in  an  image  of  a bird 
that  documents  an  interesting  record  or 
that  illustrates  an  unusual  plumage,  etc. 
We  have  about  three-dozen  faithful  pho- 
tographers who  send  us  material  on  a 
regular  basis;  their  names  will  be  famil- 
iar ones.  We  encourage  everyone  to 
send  photographs  to  the  appropriate 
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regional  editors,  who  will  screen  them 
and  pass  them  on  to  the  Photo  Editor. 
We  also  welcome  all  photographers  to 
send  material  for  potential  Photo  Salons 
directly  to  Matt  Sharp  (sharp@ 
acnatsci.org)  for  consideration. 

Moving  on  and  moving  in 

Don  Roberson,  Tom  Ryan,  and  Alan 
Contreras  will  be  taking  a break  from 
regional  editorships  in  the  Middle 
Pacific  Coast  and  the  Oregon  & Wash- 
ington regions.  Their  hard  work  and 
insight  have  been  invaluable,  and  we 
look  forward  to  their  future  contribu- 
tions, of  any  sort.  Coming  on  board  in 
the  future  will  be  Ross  Silcock  in  the 
Southern  Great  Plains  region,  David 
Irons  in  Oregon,  and  Luke  Cole  in  the 
Middle  Pacific  Coast  region;  welcome, 
David,  Luke,  and  Ross!  Also  new  to  our 
team  is  Louis  Bevier,  familiar  to  many  as 
one  of  the  coordinators  and  editors  of 
the  Birds  of  North  America  series.  Louis 
will  be  working  as  an  Associate  Editor 
on  the  journal,  and  he  has  already  done 
a terrific  amount  of  work  on  the  present 
issue. 

Errata 

The  perils  of  trying  to  edit  things  at  the 
last  minute  by  telephone!  We  managed, 
in  the  last  Notebook,  to  spell  our  own 
Associate  Editor’s  name — Steve  Dins- 
more — wrong,  and  worse  still,  to  mis- 
spell a generous  donor  to  the  “Friends  of 
North  American  Birds ” fund  incorrectly: 
Darrin  O’Brien  is  the  correct  spelling! 
We  must  have  been  bewitched  to  get 
that  one  wrong.  We  thank  all  recent 
donors  to  this  fund,  and  we’ll  acknowl- 
edge everyone  in  a coming  issue.  To  add 
to  our  list  of  errors  in  Vol.  57,  No.  1:  the 
dates  of  29-30  August  2003  for  Virginia’s 
Heermann’s  Gull  (p.  19)  were  half- 
wrong (these  should  be  30-31  August); 
on  the  final  page  of  the  Pictorial  High- 
lights (p.  144),  the  date  for  the  Siberian 
Accentor  should  be  8 or  9 September, 
not  December;  and  a final  reference  in 
the  “Changing  Seasons”  essay  was  trun- 
cated: Vinicombe,  K.  and  D.  M.  Cot- 
tridge.  1997.  Rare  birds  of  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Collins,  London.  We’ll 
endeavor  for  future  issues  not  to  read 
our  proofs  by  midnight  oil. 

— Edward  S.  Brinkley  (Editor) 

— Matthew  F.  Sharp  (Photo  Editor) 

— Paul  E.  Lehman  (Associate  Editor) 


STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS 
USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 

Abbreviations  used  in  place  names 

in  most  regions,  place  names  given  in  italic 

type  are  counties.  Other  abbreviations: 


A. F.B. 

B. B.S. 

C. B.C. 
Cr. 

Ft. 

Hwy 

I. 

Is. 

Jet. 

km 

L. 

mi 

Mt. 

Mts. 

N.F. 

N.M. 

N.P. 

N.W.R. 

P.P. 

Pen. 

Pt. 

R. 

Ref. 

Res. 

S. P. 
Twp. 
W.M.A. 
W.T.P. 


Air  Force  Base 
Breeding  Bird  Survey 
Christmas  Bird  Count 
Creek 
Fort 

Highway 
Island  or  Isle 
islands  or  Isles 
junction 
kilometer(s) 

Lake 
mile  (s) 

Mountain  or  Mount 
Mountains 
National  Forest 
National  Monument 
National  Park 
National  Wildlife  Refuge 
Provincial  Park 
Peninsula 
Point  (not  Port) 

River 

Refuge 

Reservoir  (not  Reservation) 

State  Park 

Township 

Wildlife  Management  Area 
(Waste)  Water  Treatment 
Pond(s)  or  Plant 


Other  abbreviations  and 
symbols  referring  to  birds: 


ad.  (ads.) 
imm.  (imms.) 
juv.  (juvs.) 
ph. 

sp.  (spp.) 

subad.  (subads.) 

tape 

vt. 

t 


adult(s) 

immature  (s) 

juvenal;  juvenile(s) 

photographed 

species  (plural) 

subaduit(s) 

audio  tape-recorded 

videotaped 

written  details  were 

submitted  for  a sighting 

a specimen  was  collected 
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The  Changing  Seasons: 

Winter  of  the  half-hardies 


Stephen  J.  Dinsmore 

Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
Box  9690 
Mississippi  State  University 
Mississippi  State,  Mississippi  39762 
(email:  sdinsmore@cfr.msstate.edu) 

Joe  Fontaine 

1311  NW  Dixon  Street 
Corvallis,  Oregon  97330 
(email:  fontaineJoe@hotmail.com) 


Winter — a fascinating  season  during 
which  many  birds  (and  birders)  are 
pushed  to  their  physiological,  ecological,  and 
geographic  limits  by  cold  temperatures, 
inclement  weather,  and  short  days.  It  is  the 
season  when  bird  diversity  is  at  a low  in  most 
regions,  and  when  many  birders  take  a brief 
hiatus  to  prepare  for  the  impending  rush  of 
spring  migration.  We  usually  enjoy  a gradual 
cessation  of  birding  activities  through  winter, 
punctuated  by  an  active  Christmas  Bird 
Count  season  and  perhaps  an  annual  outing 
on  New  Years  Day.  But  winter  is  also  the  sea- 
son for  other  birding  activities:  gull  watching 
(or  simply  “gulling,”  as  some  of  our  larophile 
friends  call  it),  searches  for  winter  irruptives 
(if  they  make  it  far  enough  south),  and  off- 
shore pelagic  trips  for  alcids  and  other 
oceanic  visitors,  to  name  a few.  As  in  previous 
essays  here,  we  provide  a synopsis  of  weather 
patterns  and  bird  distribution  for  selected 
species  in  winter  2002-2003,  followed  by  a 
discussion  of  topics  we  hope  will  be  of  inter- 
est to  readers:  the  subjects  of  species  variabil- 
ity and  of  birders’  relationship  to  science. 

Weather 

The  continental  weather  pattern  of  winter 
2002-2003  was  one  of  stark  contrast  between 
East  and  West.  Moderate  El  Nino  conditions 
with  mild  temperatures  and  below-average 
precipitation  prevailed  across  much  of  the 
West.  When  precipitation  did  fall,  many 
localities  that  typically  receive  snow  instead 


saw  rain  or  slushy  snow  that  melted  quickly. 
Some  northern  regions,  including  the  Pacific 
Coast  north  to  Alaska  and  parts  of  the  Inter- 
mountain West,  experienced  record  or  near- 
record warm  temperatures.  As  an  example, 
Alaska  recorded  one  of  its  warmest  winters 
on  record,  Idaho  recorded  its  third  warmest 
January  on  record,  and  January  temperatures 
in  Oregon  averaged  8°  F above  normal. 
Accordingly,  reservoirs  remained  ice-free,  and 
many  water  birds  wintered  farther  north  than 
usual. 

An  articulate  summary  of  the  weather  from 
New  Mexico  illustrates  this  pattern:  “Contin- 
uing the  trend  of  recent  winters,  warm  and 
dry  were  the  dominant  weather  themes  for 
winter  2002-2003,  with  January  witnessing 
the  smashing  of  century-old  records  for  high 
average  temperatures  at  many  stations.  Birds 
continued  to  respond  to  this  warming  cli- 
mate, with  numerous  species  lingering  late, 
wintering  north  of  usual,  or  returning  early 
and,  for  several  species,  nesting  was  under- 
way by  January.”  By  contrast,  most  regions 
east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  saw  a return  to 
more  “typical”  winter  conditions  after  two 
consecutive  rather  mild  winters.  Many  areas 
experienced  normal  or  below-normal  tem- 
peratures, although  December  was  unseason- 
ably mild  in  some  areas.  As  an  indication  of 
the  severity  of  late  winter,  Lake  Superior  froze 
completely  for  the  first  time  since  1979.  Brian 
Dalzell,  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces’  report, 
noted  “that  most  observers  under  the  age  of 
50  could  not  recall  the  last  time  it  had  been  so 
cold  for  so  long.”  Farther  south,  in  Mexico, 
the  winter  was  cooler  than  normal  in  the  cen- 
tral highlands  and  closer  to  normal  else- 
where. 

The  sinusoidal  signature  of  the  jet  stream 
in  such  winters — riding  very  high  in  the 
West,  running  down  through  the  middle  of 
the  continent,  then  curving  up  along  the 
Atlantic  coast — cut  through  the  center  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces  region,  so  that  while  Alberta 
enjoyed  milder  temperatures  and  six  linger- 
ing species  of  warblers,  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  were  eventually,  after  a milder 
early  winter,  locked  into  winter  conditions 
far  different,  with  the  coldest  February  since 
1979  in  Manitoba.  The  Great  Lakes  through 
the  Northeast,  the  Maritimes,  and  indeed 
most  of  the  East  generally  reflected  the  influ- 
ence of  the  low-riding  jet  stream  here: 


according  to  Pam  Hunt  in  New  England, 
“there  was  no  hint  of  a January  or  February 
thaw.”  The  United  States’  largest  estuary,  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  even  froze  over  briefly,  for 
the  first  time  since  1979.  Still,  the  cold  over 
much  of  the  United  States’  Atlantic  coast  was 
not  as  severe  as  in  the  mid-1970s,  particularly 
the  winter  of  1976-1977. 

Precipitation  patterns  also  drew  attention. 
Many  parts  of  the  West  saw  mild  relief  from 
the  long-term  drought  conditions.  Parts  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest,  Idaho,  Montana,  the 
Great  Basin,  and  the  Great  Plains  received 
much-needed  late-winter  snowfall.  Farther 
east,  parts  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Mid- 
west received  below-normal  snowfall,  while 
other  regions  were  at  or  near  expected  pre- 
cipitation levels.  Areas  still  suffering  from 
below-normal  precipitation  levels  in  the  East 
saw  relief,  but  from  Virginia  northward, 
much  of  this  came  in  the  form  of  heavy  snow, 
which  hindered  birding  on  many  days. 

Birds  hardy,  by  half 

In  the  West,  winter  finches  were  replaced  this 
season  by  swallows,  warblers,  and  a generally 
smart  array  of  late-lingering  birds  that  defies 
a simple  summary  here.  With  such  a wealth 
of  records  to  peruse,  it  seems  a good  winter  in 
which  to  ask  the  question:  “With  the  record 
warmth  in  the  West  and  the  bitter  cold  and 
snow  in  the  East,  did  records  of  lingering 
Neotropical  (and  other)  migrants  reflect  the 
difference  in  weather  patterns?”  The  answer 
to  the  question  is  already  well  beyond  reach 
,as  it  must  be  based  on  observations  pro- 
foundly influenced  by  weather  conditions: 
many  birders  in  the  East  found  themselves 
snowbound  on  weekends,  unable  to  check 
their  local  birding  patches  at  all!  'Despite  the 
rhetorical  nature  of  the  question,  the  regional 
reports’  records  do  prompt  one  to  wonder 
whether  the  season’s  climatic  disparity  was 
reflected  in  our  informal  summaries  of  bird 
distribution  (our  “sightings”)  this  past  win- 
ter. 

From  a cursory  scan  of  regional  reports,  it 
would  seem  that  the  West  outdid  the  East  in 
lingering  and  overwintering  birds  by  several 
orders  of  magnitude.  Take  a moment  to 
appreciate  the  incredulity  that  runs  through 
Thede  Tobish’s  Alaska  regional  report — the 
record  warmth  allowed  birds  almost  never 
seen  in  Alaska  in  winter  to  remain  all  winter 
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The  winter  distribution  of  various  races  of  Fox  Sparrow  is  poorly  known,  especially  across  large  areas  of  the  interior  West.  This  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrow  (subspecies  unalaschcensis),  the  first  documented  for  Arizona,  was  found  at  the  Boyce  Thomson  Arboretum  State  Park  near 
Superior  26  (here  31 ) October  2002  and  remained  through  24  November.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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and  in  numbers  in  some  cases. 

Two  species  of  rail,  four  species 
of  warbler,  a Swainsons  Thrush, 
and  a Brown  Pelican  in  Alaska 
in  winter?  When  one  adds  suc- 
cessfully overwintering  Spotted 
Towhee,  American  Goldfinch, 

Western  Meadowlark,  and 
waterfowl  and  sparrows  of  all 
sorts  to  the  roster,  along  with 
January  records  of  species  such 
as  Red  Phalarope  and  Greater 
Yellowlegs,  the  correlation  here 
between  record  warmth  and 
unprecedented  lingerings  and 
overwinterings  seems  clear  and 
strong,  and  this  impression  con- 
tinues all  along  the  northern 
Pacific  coast,  with  bird  records 
from  Idaho,  Alberta,  and  Mon- 
tana south  through  Texas  simi- 
larly off  the  charts. 

A White-faced  Ibis  in  Idaho, 
for  instance,  was  a winter  first 
and  unexpected  for  a species 
that  rarely  winters  away  from 
the  southern  tier  of  states. 

Stranger  still,  a Canada  Warbler 
in  California  was  on  no  one’s  list 
of  expected  overwinterers — 
there  appear  to  be  no  other 
North  American  winter  records. 

And  plenty  of  other  warblers 
were  exceptional  in  their 
respective  areas:  Black-throated 
Blue  and  Hooded  Warblers  in 
British  Columbia  (!),  Magnolia 
Warbler  in  Arizona,  Wilson’s 
Warbler  in  Idaho,  Yellow- 
throated  and  Palm  Warblers  in 
Utah,  Yellow  and  Hermit  War- 
blers in  Washington,  and  American  Redstart 
in  Oregon,  Pine  and  Wilson’s  Warblers  in 
New  Mexico,  and  an  overwintering  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  in  North  Dakota  (its  first) 
are  only  some  of  the  more  striking  examples. 
A Philadelphia  Vireo  in  California  constituted 
one  of  very  few  winter  records  for  the  United 
States,  while  a Common  Poorwill  in  Col- 
orado was  extraordinary  on  the  date  of  15 
December.  The  hummingbird  show  was 
good,  by  most  standards,  if  not  stellar:  Broad- 
billeds  in  Colorado  and  Oklahoma,  a Costa’s 
in  Oregon,  and  above-normal  numbers  of 
Violet-crowneds  in  the  desert  Southwest. 

Shorebirds  and  seabirds  also  lingered. 
Notable  wader  reports  included  a total  of  4 
Ruffs  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  a Pectoral 
Sandpiper  in  Colorado,  Red  Phalaropes  in 
Alaska,  and  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  in  Utah.  A 
Black-necked  Stilt  at  Klamath  Forest  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  eastern  Oregon  22  Febru- 
ary was  rivaled  only  by  the  25  American  Avo- 
cets  not  far  away  at  Lake  Abert  in  early 
December.  To  the  south,  shorebirds  overstay- 


ing their  late  dates  were  even  more  astound- 
ing: in  mid-December,  a Buff-breasted  Sand- 
piper was  discovered  in  southwestern 
Louisiana,  while  in  Texas,  a flock  of  over  200 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes,  plus  6 Red-necked 
Phalaropes,  overwintered  at  La  Sal  del  Rey  in 
Hidalgo  County.  In  addition  to  Alaska’s 
Brown  Pelican,  out-of-season  Pacific  seabirds 
included  many  shearwaters — Pink-footed 
and  Flesh-footed  among  them — off  Washing- 
ton, and  scrippsi  Xantus’s  Murrelets  off  Mon- 
terey County,  California  in  December  and 
January. 

Normally  absent  from  the  United  States  in 
winter,  as  many  as  nine  Swainson’s  Hawks 
were  discovered  wintering  in  South  Texas  this 
year.  Granivores  deserve  some  mention  here, 
though  their  ability  to  overwinter  is  less  sur- 
prising than  is  the  insectivores’:  an  Indigo 
Bunting  in  Idaho  in  late  January  and  both 
Indigo  and  Lazuli  Buntings  in  Oregon  were 
impressive  discoveries.  Single  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  in  North  Dakota  and  Nebraska  each 
represented  a winter  “first”  for  their  respec- 


tive areas,  as  did  a Brewer’s  Sparrow  in  late 
January  in  Idaho. 

One  of  the  big  stories  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west was  the  widespread  influx  of  Barn  Swal- 
lows in  January,  a repeat  of  last  winter’s 
extraordinarily  early  migratory  pulse  but  one 
involving  far  more  individuals.  Barn  Swal- 
lows were  widely  noted  from  California  north 
into  British  Columbia  (see  the  “Special  Atten- 
tion” essays  for  relevant  regions).  Individuals 
in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Idaho  (!),  and  the 
Great  Basin  also  appeared  to  be  part  of  this 
unusual  movement.  Most  of  the  reports  came 
from  coastal  sites,  with  only  a few  individuals 
recorded  inland.  Tagging  along  were  three 
Cliff  Swallows  in  British  Columbia,  four  more 
in  northern  California,  and  a Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  in  Washington. 
Although  it  is  not  possible  to  tie  this  “flight” 
to  discrete  atmospheric  events,  it  seems  a safe 
bet  to  say  that  such  an  event  would  not  have 
been  so  widespread  and  so  protracted  had  the 
western  weather  been  more  like  the  East’s. 

A superficial  gloss  of  Midwestern  and  East- 
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ern  regional  reports  will  find  adjectives  less 
enthusiastic  than  in  the  West’s  reports — 
“dull”  and  “sparse”  among  them.  The 
Atlantic  Provinces,  which  of  late  have 
enjoyed  spectacular  winter  warblering,  had 
the  worst  showing  of  warblers  and  other 
Neotropical  birds  in  the  past  20  years.  But 
on  closer  reading,  it’s  clear  that  the  Midwest 
and  East  had  their  own  long-distance 
migrants  that  lingered,  attempted  to  overwin- 
ter, and  in  a very  few  cases  did  overwinter. 
Eye-catching  hangers-on  were  a Tennessee 
Warbler  in  Georgia  through  early  January,  a 
Purple  Gallinule  in  Nova  Scotia  on  5 Febru- 
ary, an  Upland  Sandpiper  that  tarried  in 
northwestern  Florida  through  mid-December 
(perhaps  the  only  such  record  in  North 
America),  and  a Black-throated  Green  War- 
bler in  Pennsylvania. 

Many  regional  editors  east  of  the  Rockies, 
however,  noted  a distinct  die-off  (or  at  least 
disappearance)  of  lingering  semi-hardy 
species  in  mid-  to  late  December,  as  tempera- 
tures plummeted  and  stayed  low.  Species 
found  in  small  numbers  across  a wide  geo- 
graphic area  such  as  Yellow-throated  Warbler, 
Ovenbird,  and  Western  Tanager  apparently 
succumbed  to  a “normal”  winter.  Likewise, 
the  northern  Great  Plains  saw  a noticeable 
exodus  or  die-off  or  lingering  species  in 
December  and  early  January:  semi-hardy 
species  such  as  Gray  Catbird  seemed  more 
widespread  than  normal  in  early  winter,  per- 
haps the  results  of  late  migrants  being 
“trapped”  by  the  sudden  and  harsh  late-fall 
weather  in  this  region,  but  these  birds  could 
not  be  found  later  in  winter,  and  some  birds, 


such  as  Saskatchewan’s  late  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler,  were  confirmed  as  casualties  of 
the  cold.  None  of  the  notable  migrants  found 
lingering  in  winter  north  of  North  Carolina — 
Scarlet  Tanager  in  Nova  Scotia,  Say’s  Phoebe 
in  New  Brunswick,  Black-throated  Gray  War- 
bler in  Connecticut,  Northern  Waterthrush 
in  Minnesota,  White-eyed  Vireo  in  Ontario, 
Indigo  Bunting  in  Missouri,  Ovenbird  in 
Quebec,  Hooded  Warbler  in  Rhode  Island, 
Hermit  Warbler  in  Illinois,  and  Wood  Thrush 
in  Central  Park,  New  York  City — were 
thought  to  have  survived  the  winter. 

Even  hardy  species  able  to  winter  fairly  far 
north  (single  Palm  Warblers  in  Nebraska  and 
Wisconsin  are  good  examples)  did  not  pull 
through,  though  the  hardiest  migrant  species 
such  as  Eastern  Phoebe  amazed  observers  by 
hanging  on  as  far  north  as  snowy  upstate 
New  York,  some  very  late  into  the  season.  So 
while  many  species  that  normally  depart  an 
area  during  winter  lingered  in  average  num- 
bers or  better,  it  would  seem  that  many  indi- 
viduals probably  did  not  survive  past  mid- 
January.  This  stands  in  contrast  to  areas  just 
to  the  west:  Colorado,  despite  the  continuing 
effects  of  drought,  had  a mild  winter  with 
multiple  lingering  Gray  Catbirds,  Hermit 
Thrushes,  and  Brown  Thrashers. 

Hardiness  is  a difficult  attribute  to  measure 
in  a species,  much  less  to  understand  about 
an  individual  bird,  especially  from  our  van- 
tage as  amateurs.  We  infer  what  we  (imagine 
we)  know,  little  by  little,  from  a scattering  of 
data  points,  often  too  few  to  allow  generaliza- 
tions about  cold  tolerance.  Individual  birds 
that  disappear  during  cold  spells  might  sim- 


Table  1 . Reports  of  western  hummingbirds  in  the  eastern  United  States  and  elsewhere  out  of  range,  winter  2002-2003. 


SPECIES 

CENTRAL  SOUTHERN 

TEXAS 

OTHER  REGIONS/STATES 

Broad-billed 

2 [AL,  LA] 

0 

Oklahoma  (1),  Colorado  (1) 

Buff-bellied 

55 

3 

none 

Ruby-throated* 

212++ 

1 

Missouri  (1),  Virginia  (2+) 

Black-chinned 

88 

- 

Southern  Atlantic  Coast  (9), 

Florida  (8) 

Anna's 

1 [LA] 

0 

none 

Calliope 

49 

4 

Southern  Atlantic  Coast  (10), 

Massachusetts  (1),  Florida  (3) 

Broad-tailed 

13 

1 

none 

Rufous 

628 

Illinois  (1),  Delaware  (1),  Virginia  (4+), 
Ohio  (6),  Pennsylvania  (1), 

Tennessee  (3);  large  numbers  to 

the  south  of  these  areas 

Allen's 

28 

5 

North  Carolina  (1),  Georgia  (1), 
Delaware  (1),  Tennessee  (1) 

Selasphorus  sp. 

89++ 

- 

Maine  (1 ),  Connecticut  (1),  Virginia 
(3+),  Maryland  (2),  Tennessee  (1) 

* Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  described  as  "coastally  common"  in  the  Carolinas,  and  there  were  numerous 
Florida  reports  as  well. 


ply  have  moved  on  rather  than  perished. 
Rarely  are  data  available  on  food  and  shelter 
source  for  exceptional  lingerers  and  winter- 
ers, and  almost  never  do  we  have  insight  into 
why  such  birds  remain  behind  when  their 
conspecifics  have  long  ago  departed.  Proxi- 
mate factors  such  as  food  availability  and 
physiology  are  difficult  to  study  adequately, 
let  alone  ultimate  factors  such  as  genetics. 
Expanding  non-migratory  species,  such  as 
Carolina  Wren,  provide  at  least  some  insight 
into  this  topic.  In  tough  winters,  many  make 
appearances  at  backyard  feeding  stations,  and 
in  New  York  and  New  England  this  winter,  it 
was  clear  that  the  many  Carolina  Wrens  that 
survived  the  harsh  conditions  did  so  in  part 
by  attending  feeders,  as  did  outliers  as  far 
away  from  core  range  as  North  Dakota. 

Winter  hummingbirds’  physiology  and 
clear  reliance  on  feeders,  too,  makes  their 
hardiness  a matter  of  great  interest  to  birders. 
Stretching  the  limits  in  this  respect  were  a 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  in  Missouri  and 
Rufous  Hummingbird/Selaspltorus  humming- 
bird in  Maine  and  Illinois;  an  unidentified 
hummingbird  in  January  at  Prince  Edward 
Island  was  one  that  got  away,  unprecedented 
no  matter  what  the  species,  and  another 
unidentified  hummer  in  Ohio  21  January 
would  have  been  one  for  the  record  books  as 
well.  Overwintering  Rufous  and  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds,  however,  have 
become  almost  not  worthy  of  mention  in 
many  parts  of  the  Southeast  now;  the  South- 
ern Atlantic  region  no  longer  lists  them  out, 
and  Marshall  Iliff  notes  that  the  Middle 
Atlantic  may  soon  stop  doing  so  (the  latter 
region  had  a half-dozen  or  more  humming- 
birds not  even  identified  to  genus!).  Every 
winter,  no  matter  what  the  weather,  records  of 
hummingbirds  out  of  range  in  the  East 
appear  to  increase  and  to  creep  ever  north- 
ward— Massachusetts’s  first  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbird was  easily  predicted  by  past  seasons 
(Brinkley  2001). 

The  great  diversity  of  hummingbirds  out  of 
typical  (former?)  winter  range  (Table  1)  is 
impressive.  Clearly,  for  Rufous,  Allens,  Black- 
chinned,  and  Calliope  Hummingbirds,  the 
period  October-November  has  the  greatest 
influx  far  east  of  range  (recent  reports  show 
migrant  Rufous/Selctsphonrs  well  east  of  range 
already  in  late  July  and  August,  however).  In 
the  northernmost  states,  vagrant  humming- 
birds this  winter  tended  to  be  present  largely 
through  early  December,  after  which  many 
were  not  present  or  not  seen.  To  the  south, 
from  southeastern  Virginia  southward,  there 
was  a marked  influx  of  Rufous  and  other 
hummingbirds  in  mid-December,  perhaps 
birds  fleeing  the  deep  freeze  to  the  north.  It 
has  sometimes  been  claimed  that  these  win- 
tering hummingbirds  make  short  movements 
southward  throughout  the  season,  and  the 
burgeoning  supply  of  feeding  stations  makes 
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such  an  explanation  plausible.  Nevertheless, 
careful  searching  in  Tennessee  and  North 
Carolina  after  a late  January  cold  spell 
revealed  that  several  Rufous  Hummingbirds 
attending  feeders  had  frozen  to  death.  This 
event  may  have  been  exceptional,  but  the 
question  of  winter  hummingbird  hardiness  is 
still  an  open  one,  even  if  they  appear  to  be 
captive  subjects  for  study  in  our  backyards. 

Swallow  records  present  a similarly  fuzzy 
but  interesting  picture  in  the  regional 
reports.  The  late-fall  northward  dispersal  of 
Cave  Swallows  along  the  Atlantic  Coast 
(Brinkley  and  Lehman  2003)  continued  into 
winter  in  the  East,  but  these  birds  clearly 
either  passed  southward  or  passed  away  as 
winter  set  in.  After  the  strong  movement  in 
November  2002,  reports  continued  into 
December  as  far  north  as  New  Jersey  into 
January  in  North  Carolina,  with  most  early- 
winter  reports  along  the  southern  Atlantic 
Coast,  including  an  incredible  count  of  40  at 
a single  site  in  North  Carolina!  Northern 
Florida  and  Alabama  also  had  midwinter 
reports  of  the  species,  but  these  birds  could 
not  be  refound  much  after  early  January.  The 
portrait  here,  again,  is  of  lingering  migrants 
either  pushed  southward  (in  short,  faculta- 
tive movements)  or  done  in  altogether  by 
increasingly  cold  conditions  in  the  East — 
quite  a contrast  to  the  January  flight  of  north- 
bound Barn  Swallows  in  the  West. 

For  some  species  in  winter  2002-2003, 
however,  there  was  a relatively  clear  apparent 
correlation  between  the  consequences  of 
cold  weather  and  abrupt  changes  in  winter 
distribution.  The  early-winter  exodus  of 
countless  thousands  of  American  Robins, 
Cedar  Waxwings  (which  reached  Costa  Rica 
and  Jamaica  in  the  dozens!),  and  Eastern 
Bluebirds  out  of  northern  states  into  south- 
ern states  was  probably  one  such  instance, 
and  access  to  food  (or  extent  of  available 
food)  probably  also  played  a role  in  their 
southerly  movements,  while  the  same  might 
be  true  of  the  northerly  movements  of  the 
many  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  and  Rufous- 
backed  Robins  found  in  the  Southwest  this 
winter.  Varied  Thrushes  were  wildly  out  of 
range  across  much  of  the  continent:  a total  of 
28  was  recorded  from  the  Great  Lakes  east- 
ward. The  species  was  also  found  in  high 
numbers  in  core  range,  such  as  the  220  at 
Cosumnes  Regional  Park  in  Sacramento 
County,  California  in  December.  One  won- 
ders to  what  extent  this  and  the  major  flight 
of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  and  Yellow- 
ramped  Warblers  into  Texas,  Florida,  Mex- 
ico, and  even  Central  America  in  the  case  of 
the  warblers  might  pertain  to  drought-driven 
food  shortages  rather  than  to  severe  weather. 
Lee  Jones’s  analysis  of  the  warbler’s  abun- 
dance in  Belize  (over  a thousand  at  one 
site!),  however,  suggests  that  a mild  winter  of 
2001-2002  boosted  survival  rates. 


A far  more  unusual  case  was  the  influx  of 
Red-necked  Grebes  out  of  range,  which 
materialized  most  fully  in  early  March  but 
clearly  began  in  late  February,  as  the  Great 
Lakes  began  to  freeze,  almost  entirely — the 
first  such  freezing  in  almost  a decade.  As  the 
lakes  began  to  close,  not  a few  Internet  prog- 
nosticators dared  to  forecast  a wide  “fallout” 
of  Red-necked  Grebes  across  the  East,  from 
New  England  to  the  Carolinas  and  well 
inland.  In  February  1994,  when  the  lakes 
froze  last,  an  unprecedented  flight  of  Red- 
necked Grebes  had  been  seen  in  these  areas. 
The  only  hitch  was:  no  one  had  really  known 
that  large  numbers  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
spent  the  winter  on  the  tumultuous  and 
frigid  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes.  The  late- 
winter  flight  of  Red-necked  Grebes  indeed 
did  materialize  on  cue,  and  it  would  seem 
that,  despite  no  direct  evidence  of  many 
thousands  of  Red-neckeds  wintering  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  eastern  birders’  sleuthing  and 
scouring  of  local  lakes,  borrow  pits,  and 
ditches — which  produced  hundreds  of 
records  of  displaced  grebes — provided  at 
least  more  circumstantial  evidence  for  Great 
Lakes  wintering. 

What  conclusions  might  we  draw  from  the 
dichotomous  winter  portraits  of  East  and 
West?  Perhaps  it’s  best  to  say  that  both  sides 
of  the  continent  began  the  winter  with  a fair 
number  of  birds  much  farther  north  than 
they  should  have  been,  but  that  these  birds 
not  surprisingly  fared  much  better  in  the 
West,  especially  at  lower  latitudes  and  near 
ocean  coasts,  where  clement  conditions  left 
water  open,  insects  active,  and  birders  in  t- 
shirts  much  longer  than  usual.  It’s  not  that 
warm  winter  weather  necessarily  induces  lin- 
gering in  normally  migratory  birds;  rather, 
warm  weather  in  many  cases  simply  gives 
them  the  opportunity  to  survive  the  winter  at 
these  latitudes.  Indeed,  one  could  argue  that 
many  passerines  should  not  even  be  called 
“lingerers”  but  rather  off-course  reverse- 
migrants  left  over  from  this  annual  late-fall 
phenomenon. 

Alcid  extravaganza 

At  long  last,  this  was  a varied  and  long-play- 
ing “alcid  winter”  in  the  East,  and  those  bird- 
ers hardy  enough  to  face  the  elements  at  the 
coast  or  offshore,  from  New  England  to 
Georgia,  enjoyed  a bounty  of  black-and- 
white  “footballs”  (as  one  contributor 
quipped)  for  three  months,  thanks  in  part  to 
the  unending  spell  of  coastal  storms  that 
helped  push  these  pelagic  birds  shoreward. 

The  show  started  in  Massachusetts  on  12 
December,  unquestionably,  with  a fierce 
northeasterly  gale.  The  large  alcids  were  first 
on  stage,  with  a flight  at  Rockport  that  day  of 
420  Common  Murres  (previous  state  high 
count  was  21!),  14  Thick-billed  Murres,  and 
1180  Razorbills,  plus  1800  large  alcids, 
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unidentified;  Cape  Cod  had  650  Razorbills 
and  800  unidentified  large  alcids  on  the  same 
day.  It’s  refreshing  to  see  these  numbers  of 
un-identified  birds,  the  mark  of  honest  sea- 
watchers  and  conservative  field  observers. 
These  birds  truly  are  indistinguishable  at 
very  long  range,  and  the  temptation  to  iden- 
tify all  large  alcids  seen  in  the  East  is  best 
resisted.  Don’t  miss  the  source  of  many  of 
these  fine  numbers:  “RH”  stands  for  Rick 
Heil,  whose  work  at  these  shore-based  point 
counts  is  redoubtable. 

Large  alcids  also  put  in  a fine  showing  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  Razorbills  were 
especially  recorded  in  good  numbers  off 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  from  the 
C.B.C.  season  through  the  winter,  accompa- 
nied by  smaller  numbers  of  Thick-billed 
Murres.  The  southernmost  Common  Murre 
reached  Quogue,  Long  Island.  It’s  easy  to  for- 
get that  a total  such  as  891  Razorbills — 
recorded  from  eastern  Long  Island  on  the 
Montauk  C.B.C. — would  have  been  aston- 
ishing only  a decade  ago.  This  attractive 
species  has  become  so  common  in  recent 
years  that  even  the  venerable  Bronx-West- 
chester  C.B.C.  had  116  before  Christmas 
Day.  By  early  December,  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  had  already  recorded  numbers  of 
Razorbill,  and  a Virginia  Beach  pelagic  trip  7 
December  had  a Thick-billed  Murre,  rare  in 
that  state.  In  February,  double-digit  counts  of 
Razorbill  reached  Georgia,  with  36  off  Savan- 
nah 21  February,  the  state’s  highest  count  by 
far.  The  status  of  Razorbill  changed  rather 
suddenly  off  North  Carolina  back  in  Febru- 
ary 1994,  when  flights  as  large  as  1184  were 
seen  from  shore,  heralds  of  similar  numbers 
in  subsequent  years;  almost  all  prior  records 
had  been  of  single  birds.  A shift  is  prey 
resources  is  almost  certainly  the  cause  here. 

A few  Black  Guillemots,  a comparatively 
sedentary  species,  turn  up  in  the  context  of 
these  flights  on  occasion.  This  year’s  birds 
were  found  in  December  on  the  Montauk, 
New  York  C.B.C.  and  twice  near  Deal,  New 
Jersey  (that  state’s  ninth),  and  on  15  Febru- 
ary at  Kill  Devil  Hills,  North  Carolina’s  sec- 
ond ever. 

For  birders  south  of  Massachusetts,  the 
prize  alcid  is  the  smallest,  the  Dovekie,  and 
this  was  the  first  good  flight  since  1996  and 
1997;  in  winter  2002-2003,  the  numbers  of 
birds  were  less  impressive  than  the  extent  of 
the  flight.  Despite  the  weathering-out  of 
almost  all  winter  pelagic  trips  after  early 
December,  New  York  and  New  Jersey  man- 
aged to  record  20  birds,  with  about  the  same 
number  noted  in  North  Carolina,  where  sev- 
eral birds  put  on  a show  at  arm’s  length  at 
Oregon  Inlet  in  February.  One  reported  in 
Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  was  the 
southernmost,  that  state’s  first  since  the  win- 
ter of  1993-1994.  As  Ricky  Davis  points  out, 
the  potential  for  confusing  Dovekies  with 
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vagrant  Long-billed  Murrelets — recorded  in 
Massachusetts,  Tennessee,  and  North  Car- 
olina this  winter — is  appreciable,  and  so,  as 
for  large  alcids,  conservative  record-keeping 
is  in  order. 

Swan  songs 

Trumpeter  Swans,  widely  reintroduced  (or 
introduced)  and  on  the  increase  in  many 
regions,  drew  attention  in  across  an  enor- 
mous part  of  the  continent  this  winter,  from 
the  Southwest  to  Florida.  Small  groups,  all 
known  to  be  from  the  Great  Lakes  introduc- 

Ition  programs,  were  again  seen  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  and  six  in  Nebraska  were  all 
apparently  from  the  Iowa  program.  To  the 
south  of  the  middle  tiers  of  states,  Trum- 
peters are  a new  thing,  so  one  in  Mississippi 
near  Starkville  12  January  to  11  February 
was  a state  third,  and  four  in  Florida  near 
Niceville  all  winter  would  provide  a first 
state  record.  In  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
birders  encountered  other  adult  swans  that 
might  have  been  Trumpeters,  Tundras,  or 
possibly  hybrids  of  the  two  (see  the  Central 
Southern  regional  report),  and  questions  of 
both  identification  and  provenance  are  likely 
to  persist  for  some  time  yet.  In  Arizona,  for 
instance,  a group  of  seven  unhanded  Trum- 
peters, quite  a rare  sight,  was  not  known  to 
come  from  any  particular  introduction 
scheme,  nor  were  two  in  Kansas  and  one  in 
Oklahoma. 

Notable  by  their  absence:  the  "winter" 
finches  and  other  irruptives 

As  has  been  the  general  theme  for  most  years 
of  the  last  decade,  there  was  no  large-scale 
southward  movement  of  any  of  the  fringillids. 
Parts  of  the  East  saw  scattered  sightings  of 
Purple  Finches,  Pine  Siskins,  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  but  all  were  in  below-average 
numbers,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  have 
become  major  rarities  in  parts  of  the  East, 
even  in  areas  where,  a decade  ago,  they  were 
reliable  in  small  numbers.  Pine  Grosbeaks 
and  both  crossbills  were  virtually  absent  away 
from  breeding  areas,  such  as  Algonquin 
Provincial  Park  in  Ontario,  which  recorded 
2060  White-winged  Crossbills,  many  nesting, 
on  its  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Only  a handful 
of  Common  Redpolls  was  reported  south  of 
Canada,  and  most  such  reports  were  of  single 
individuals.  The  only  truly  big  news  was  from 
the  Southwest,  primarily  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico,  and  involved  the  continued  irrup- 
tion of  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches:  the  high  of 
747  on  the  Tucson  C.B.C.  was  especially 
spectacular.  Other  winter  irruptives  failed  to 
show  as  well.  Northern  owls,  even  Snowy 
Owls,  were  virtually  absent  from  the  Lower 
48  this  winter.  Numbers  of  Rough-legged 
Hawks  and  Northern  Shrikes  were  average  or 
below  in  most  places  but  did  occupy  most  of 


their  typical  winter  haunts.  Bohemian 
Waxwings  also  remained  in  the  far  north, 
with  only  a brief  appearance  in  numbers  in 
Newfoundland. 

Vagrants 

It  is  always  eye-opening  to  peruse  the  reports 
for  vagrants,  searching  for  those  elusive  pat- 
terns in  distribution  and  seasonal  occurrence. 
A few  examples  that  caught  our  eye  this  win- 
ter included  a Eurasian  Bullfinch  in  Alaska, 
single  Eastern  Towhees  in  Colorado  and  in 
Arizona  (the  latter  apparently  the  western- 
most for  North  America),  a Slaty-backed  Gull 
in  North  Carolina  and  one  continuing  in 
Florida,  a probable  asiatica  White-winged 
Dove  in  Nova  Scotia,  a Redwing  in  New- 
foundland, Mexico’s  first  Manx  Shearwater, 
Yellow-legged  Gulls  in  Newfoundland  and 
Massachusetts,  Green-tailed  Towhees  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Florida,  a Bean  Goose  in 
Washington  (race  middendotffi) , a Lesser 
Nighthawk  in  South  Carolina,  a Green- 
winged Teal  (one  of  the  Old  World  races)  in 
Nevada,  a Glaucous-winged  Gull  in  El  Sal- 
vador, a Sage  Thrasher  in  Georgia,  a Black- 
headed Grosbeak  in  Belize,  a Reddish  Egret  in 
Bermuda,  and  a Spotted  Towhee  in  Michigan. 
Almost  all  of  these  birds,  rare  as  they  are,  fit 
patterns  of  vagrancy  established  by  others  of 
their  species  in  past  winters,  and  these 
emerging  patterns,  however  faint,  afford 
opportunities  for  both  amateur  and  profes- 
sional ornithologists  to  ponder  and  investi- 
gate changing  bird  distributions  further.  The 
lead  article  in  this  issue,  on  Gray  Kingbird’s 
vagrancy,  is  a fine  example  of  this  kind  of 
investigation.  Speaking  of  vagrant  kingbirds, 
in  the  “One  that  Got  Away”  category,  Massa- 
chusetts had  an  interesting  kingbird,  possibly 
a Thick-billed,  that  would  provide  a remark- 
able regional  record  if  its  identity  were  con- 
firmed. Possibly  mi-assisted  birds  that  as  yet 
show  little  or  no  pattern  of  vagrancy — 
Florida’s  two  Southern  Lapwings  and 
Eurasian  Kestrel  among  them — might  soon 
begin  to  show  such  patterns,  and  such 
records  should  continue  to  be  countenanced 
in  these  pages. 

What's  in  a species? 

Living  and  birding  in  a particular  region  for  a 
lengthy  period  of  time  affords  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  to  identify  the  local  species 
and  their  habits.  We  become  familiar  with  the 
local  spots  favored  by  particular  species,  their 
migration  patterns,  and  their  plumages  and 
vocalizations.  When  we  travel  to  places  away 
from  our  normal  haunts,  those  same  species 
sometimes  look  and  sound  quite  different — 
different  to  the  point  that  we  may  not  imme- 
diately recognize  them.  Song  Sparrow  is  a 
familiar  example  to  many  birders,  as  its 
plumage  and  song  vary  dramatically  across 


North  America.  Away  from  home,  we  tend  to 
credit  this  variation  to  just  that — variation. 
However,  when  an  unfamiliar  variant  (of 
whatever  kind)  turns  up  on  our  local  stomp- 
ing grounds,  it  may  be  mistaken  for  another 
species,  particularly  because  “birding”  so 
often  incorporates  a search  for  rare  species. 

Our  desire  to  pin  a name  to  every  bird  we 
see  can  predispose  us  to  perceive  species  in 
the  rather  rigid  terms  of  the  familiar;  we 
might  know  that  a given  species  exhibits  a 
range  in  bill  length,  back  streaking,  and 
undertail  covert  patterns,  but  we  nevertheless 
sometimes  misapprehend  this  heterogeneity, 
or  “individual  variation,”  as  we  usually  call  it, 
mistaking  a variant  for  a vagrant  species  or 
subspecies.  Most  species  exhibit  a greater 
range  of  variation  than  our  field  guides  illus- 
trate; field  guides  are  simply  a composite  of 
many  individuals  averaged  together.  And 
because  birding  is  a little  like  prospecting — 
we  enjoy  the  occasional  experience  of  rare 
and  unusual  sightings — we  can  sometimes 
forget  Occam’s  razor:  all  other  things  being 
equal,  the  simplest  explanation  is  usually  cor- 
rect. An  “odd”  bird  is  most  likely  an  individ- 
ual of  an  expected  species.  Seeing  a Fox  Spar- 
row in  the  East  that  shows  extensive  gray 
above,  for  example,  might  indicate  that  one 
has  found  a Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrow  (scliis- 
tacea ) or  a bird  from  the  western  range  of  Red 
Fox  Sparrow  ( zaboria ),  but  the  far  more 
likely  answer  is  that  one  has  found  a bird  that 
is  within  the  known  range  of  variation  of  the 
eastern  Red  Fox  Sparrow  (i liaca),  the 
expected  form  here  (cf.  Zink  and  Weckstein 
2003).  Field  guides  fail  to  show  the  variation 
in  this  form. 

A species,  then,  is  best  defined  by  a range 
of  variation,  rather  than  by  a single  value,  and 
this  has  at  least  two  important  implications 
for  birders.  First,  “different”  birds  may  just  be 
individuals  of  an  expected  species,  perhaps 
from  a different  area.  However,  to  say  that 
such  sightings  are  uninteresting  would  be  far 
from  true.  Study  and  documentation  of 
“unusual”  individuals  of  common  species  are 
extremely  valuable,  as  they  are  the  constant 
refinement  of  our  perception  of  what  a par- 
ticular species  (or  subspecies)  looks  like  in 
our  area.  At  some  level,  of  course,  variation 
does  become  ascribable  to  particular  popula- 
tions or  geographic  areas,  and  in  recent  years, 
birders  have  begun  to  pay  much  more  atten- 
tion to  identifiable  forms  of  birds  “below”  the 
species  level.  Identifiable  differences  between 
populations  or  taxa  are  normally  difficult  to 
establish  with  confidence;  such  differences 
are  typically  worked  out  by  ornithologists 
using  specimen  material,  live  birds,  and, 
increasingly,  molecular  biology.  Once  the 
“word”  gets  out  regarding  field-perceivable 
distinctions,  birders  begin  to  take  note  of 
these  in  the  field.  This  sort  of  birding  activity 
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can  begin  to  make  important  contributions  to 
the  science  of  ornithology.  Our  distributional 
knowledge  of  many  subspecies  and  popula- 
tions can  be  much  enriched  by  birders  and 
their  field  notes,  and  indeed  birders’  records 
are  typically  the  source  for  nuanced  distribu- 
tional maps,  such  as  the  new  ones  in  the  east- 
ern and  western  Sibley  Guides.  Fine  examples 
from  the  regional  reports  this  season  were  the 
Ipswich  Sparrow  in  Quebec,  thought  to  rep- 
resent the  first  far-inland  record  of  that  sub- 
species for  North  America,  and  the  nicely 
photographed  Sooty  Fox  Sparrows  in  Ari- 
zona, the  first  documented  for  that  state  (Fig- 
ure 1).  Subtle  finds  of  eastern  races  west  were 
multiple  sinks  Eastern  Bluebirds  in  Arizona 
and  a probable  pusilla  Field  Sparrow  in  Col- 
orado. A nominate  Rock  Sandpiper  in  Wash- 
ington was  not  without  precedent  but  pro- 
vides nevertheless  one  of  few  Lower  48 
records.  Other,  more  general  examples  exist, 
including  Western  Scrub-jays,  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  (Mountain  West  report), 
and  White-crowned  Sparrows  (Eastern  High- 
lands & Upper  Ohio  River  Valley  report),  all 
of  which  have  all  received  far  more  attention 
than  they  used  to.  Where  once  was  heard, 
“Oh,  it’s  just  a White-breasted  Nuthatch!” 
one  now  hears:  “Did  you  get  a look  at  the 
mantle  color  on  that  nelson i White-breasted 
Nuthatch?”  By  appreciating  this  level  of 
detail,  birders  are  learning — or  relearning  in 
many  cases,  as  field  guides  of  the  1980s  and 
1990s  often  ignored  these  details — and 
appreciating  the  subtle  variation  between 
populations  of  birds. 

Invariably,  our  observations  in  the  field 
will  sometimes  be  “ahead"  of  formal  scien- 
tific inquiries:  the  millions  of  birding  eyes 
uncover  changes  in  bird  distribution  (espe- 
cially in  cases  involving  “vagrants”)  long 
before  ornithological  investigations  can  con- 
firm such  changes  or  occurrences.  A recent 
issue  of  North  American  Birds  (Vol.  56,  No. 
4)  provides  two  marvelous  examples  of  this 
with  a pair  of  articles  that  consider  the  prob- 
able occurrence  of  japonicus  American  Pipit 
and  “Gray-bellied  Brant”  out  of  range.  In 
neither  case  have  certain  specimens  of  these 
forms  been  secured  that  would  confirm  their 
appearances  in  the  areas  described  in  the 
papers.  And  in  both  cases,  field  identifica- 
tion of  these  forms  (the  brant  is  not  even  a 
formally  described  taxon!)  is  tentative,  and 
even  examination  of  photographs  can  be 
equivocal.  Nevertheless,  these  articles  pres- 
ent birds  that  looked  “different”  or 
“unusual”  and  place  them  in  a sophisticated 
context  that  offers  much  food  for  thought 
for  ornithologist  and  birder  alike,  ensuring 
that  both  will  pay  closer  attention  to  pipits 
and  brant  in  the  future.  Though  preliminary, 
these  papers  both  demonstrate  the  value  of 
paying  attention  to  variation,  whatever 


interpretation(s)  may  arise.  And  there  is 
surely  room  for  multiple  interpretations  in 
such  cases. 

Some  birders  pay  attention  to  subspecies 
and  variation  out  of  sheer  scientific  curiosity 
or  aesthetic  appreciation,  but  other  birders 
are  motivated  by  the  possibility  that  such 
birds  might,  at  some  point  in  the  future,  be 
“elevated”  to  the  level  of  species.  The  often 
very-difficult-to-identify  taxa  in  the  com- 
plexes of  the  former  “Solitary  Vireo”  and 
“Western  Flycatcher”  are  well-known  recent 
examples  of  this.  But  birders  would  do  well  to 
uncouple  the  interest  in  different  subspecies 
(and  forms  generally)  from  the  anticipation 
that  such  forms  might  be  “split,”  for  several 
reasons.  First,  there  is  no  assurance  that  pop- 
ulations defined  as  species  will  necessarily  be 
field-identifiable:  just  ask  the  hard-core  Baja 
California  birders  about  several  tricky  Blue- 
headed/Cassin’s  Vireos,  or  southern  Mexican 
birders  about  recent  wintering 
Cassin’s/Plumbeous  Vireos.  And  back  East, 
who  dares  identify  a wintering  Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  even  if  it  is  call- 
ing? The  temptation  to  “identify”  a tricky 
bird  that  might  in  fact  not  be  identifiable — 
perhaps  not  even  in  the  hand — is  exacerbated 
by  the  need  to  “count”  such  a bird.  Secondly, 
birders  should  understand  that  “ornithology” 
is  not  monolithic,  and  the  taxonomic 
arrangement  of  birds  is  always  in  flux  over 
time,  as  different  interpretations,  new  con- 
ceptual models,  and  new  research  come  to 
light.  Thus,  we  might  find  that  later  ornithol- 
ogists see  fit  to  “re-lump”  closely-related  taxa 
into  species.  Both  the  difficulties  in  distin- 
guishing valid  taxa  in  the  field  and  the  meta- 
morphosis of  taxonomy  can  be  frustrating  to 
birders  whose  motivation  is  finding  a new 
“countable”  bird  or  “banking”  a vagrant  sub- 
species that  might  later  be  split.  This  caution 
is  not  meant  to  imply  that  we  should  give  up 
on  flycatchers  and  vireos  (by  no  means!)  or 
to  denigrate  the  pleasure  birders  may  take  in 
finding  a “new”  bird  in  a particular  area,  only 
to  suggest  that  we  be  circumspect  about  our 
own  motivations  and  recognize  both  the  lim- 
itations in  identifying  “different”  birds  and 
the  instability,  or  at  least  the  malleability,  of 
the  concept  “species”  itself:  the  conservative 
skepticism  of  Occam  cuts  two  ways. 

The  species  “concept”  is  in  fact  plural,  a set 
of  concepts — and  a field  of  great  contention 
at  the  moment.  Arguably,  the  best  structure 
we  have  for  classifying  birds  is  the  biological 
species  concept  (BSC  for  short),  which 
defines  a species  as  “a  collection  of  actually  or 
potentially  interbreeding  populations” 
(Campbell  2001)  or  better  still  “a  system  of 
populations  representing  an  essentially 
monophyletic,  genetically  cohesive,  and 
genealogically  concordant  lineage  of  individ- 
uals that  share  a common  fertilization  system 


through  time  and  space,  represent  an  inde- 
pendent evolutionary  trajectory,  and  demon- 
strate essential  but  not  necessarily  complete 
reproductive  isolation  from  other  such  sys- 
tems” (Johnson  et  al.  1999).  For  birders  hop- 
ing to  keep  up  with  the  “latest,”  ornithologi- 
cal journals  such  as  Auk  and  Condor  contain 
numerous  studies  that  bear  on  the  issues  sur- 
rounding the  taxonomic  arrangement  of 
North  America  birds.  For  example,  Robert 
Zink  and  his  colleagues  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota  have  published  many  studies 
examining  these  questions  in  multiple  taxa 
(woodpeckers,  thrashers,  sparrows,  and 
Passerina  buntings,  to  name  a few).  In  one 
study,  they  examined  Song  Sparrows  from 
across  the  United  States  and  found  no  evi- 
dence of  genetic  differentiation  despite 
marked  differences  in  song,  plumage,  and 
morphology  (Zink  and  Blackwell  1996).  In 
another,  they  published  molecular  evidence 
demonstrating  that  Blue  Grosbeaks  are  most 
closely  related  to  the  Passerina  buntings 
(Klicka  et  al.  2001).  The  American  Ornithol- 
ogists’ Union  has  subsequently  updated  its 
Check-list  to  reflect  this,  and  the  Blue  Gros- 
beak is  now  a member  of  the  genus  Passerina 
(Banks  et  al.  2002). 

“So  what?”  one  might  ask.  The  utility  of 
such  knowledge  may  seem  negligible  until 
one  considers  the  vast  amount  of  informa- 
tion involved  in  gaining  general  knowledge 
about  a particular  group  of  birds — spar- 
rows, seabirds,  gulls,  whatever  the  group — 
to  the  point  that  we  field  birders  become 
truly  insightful.  For  instance,  of  Song  Spar- 
rows, we  might  ask  ourselves,  “How  and 
why  does  all  this  variation  arise?”  Armed 
with  the  knowledge  that  populations  of  this 
sparrow  do  not  appear  to  be  genetically 
unique,  we  might  begin  to  think  about  how 
natural  selection  acts  on  this  species  and 
how  high  levels  of  genetic  variation  might 
be  beneficial  for  members  of  this  wide- 
spread species.  Of  the  Blue  Grosbeak,  we 
might  note  how  its  modulated  call-note 
bears  a family  resemblance  to  those  of 
Indigo  and  Lazuli  Buntings.  (One  wonders 
whether  it  was  this  distinctive  call-note  that 
alerted  the  observer  to  the  presence  of  a 
Blue  Grosbeak  at  Chatham,  Massachu- 
setts— on  23  February  2003,  one  of  the  most 
outlandish  incidents  of  “early-spring”  over- 
shoots in  local  history,  surely!) 

As  birders,  we  collectively  spend  millions 
of  hours  in  the  field  each  year.  This  represents 
an  enormous  opportunity  to  gather  useful 
information.  Although  it  is  easy  to  stop  pay- 
ing attention  to  a bird  once  you  have  identi- 
fied it,  watching  it  further  and  noting  the 
finer  details  of  its  behavior,  plumage,  and 
habitat  is  an  inherently  valuable  endeavor  on 
some  level.  It  will  make  you  a better  birder 
and,  if  you  take  good  notes,  might  provide 
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Table  2.  Valuable  information  that  birders  can  easily  record  in  the  field,  ideally  on  a site-by-site  basis. 

INFORMATION  TYPE 

VALUE 

Counts  of  bird  species 

Allows  computation  of  relative  abundance 

Hours  spent  birding 

Observer  effort 

Number  of  observers 

Observer  effort 

Distance  driven/walked 

Observer  effort 

Weather  (wind,  temperature,  etc.) 

Affects  bird  detectability 

ornithologists  with  valuable  information  that 
can  complement  or  even  catalyze  the  type  of 
insights  created  by  the  studies  mentioned 
previously.  Such  activity,  too,  begins  to  move 
us  away  from  a rather  one-dimensional  activ- 
ity— species  identification  (at  which  we  gen- 
erally excel) — toward  a more  cautious,  sub- 
tle, and  perhaps  more  rewarding  pastime.  The 
promise  of  a new  “tick”  on  a state  or  provin- 
cial list  need  not  be  the  chief  motivation  to 
study  birds  in  ever-greater  detail — the  glory 
of  avian  variation  is  its  own  reward.  Indeed,  it 
does  not  matter  whether  Arizona’s  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrows  or  Quebec’s  Ipswich  Sparrow  are 
accorded  status  as  full  species;  their  splendor 
is  manifest  in  any  context. 

Birders  and  science 

As  birders,  much  of  our  field  effort  is  ulti- 
mately focused  on  gaining  knowledge  of  dis- 
tribution and  abundance:  which  species 
occur  where,  when  do  they  occur,  how  many 
are  there,  and  so  forth.  Recently,  we  have  seen 
a barrage  of  regional  and  national  efforts  to 
involve  citizens  formally  in  the  collection  of 
scientific  data.  Most  of  these  efforts  will  be 
familiar — The  North  American  Migration 
Count,  the  Great  Backyard  Bird  Count,  Bird- 
Notes,  and  eBird — in  addition  to  long-stand- 
ing efforts  such  as  the  North  American  Breed- 
ing Bird  Survey  and  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count.  The  recent  launch  of  eBird  deserves 
mention  here.  As  birders,  each  of  us  is  limited 
in  the  time  we  spend  afield  and  the  amount  of 
information  we  are  able  to  record  (Table  2). 
eBird  is  an  effort  initiated  by  the  Cornell  Lab 
of  Ornithology  to  pool  birders’  resources. 
Each  of  us  can  visit  the  eBird  website 
(www.ebird.org)  and  enter  bird  sightings, 
thus  concentrating  the  power  of  our  data  and 
making  it  increasingly  meaningful.  If  enough 
of  us  participate,  the  data  collected  by  eBird 
could  well  become  the  standard  for  distribu- 
tional data  on  the  North  American  avifauna. 
It  may  also  become  the  single  greatest  contri- 
bution birders  make  to  North  American 
ornithology. 

“Are  birders  collecting  meaningful  scien- 
tific data  in  these  endeavors?”  so  some 


members  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  ask  us. 
Would  that  we  could  give  them  an  answer 
as  straightforward  as  their  replies  to  our 
questions  are!  First,  what  is  “science”?  Sci- 
ence is  a value-laden  term  that  conjures  up 
many  images,  most  of  which  muddy  the 
water  when  it  comes  to  understanding  the 
practices  and  principles  collectively  called 
“science.”  The  types  of  information  col- 
lected by  birders  might  or  might  not  fit  a 
“scientific”  framework;  the  answer  depends 
on  the  frame  of  inference  we  desire:  do  we 
seek  to  make  sweeping  statements  about 
continental  populations  of  birds,  or  are  we 
satisfied  with  more  descriptive  statements  at 
a local  level?  In  truth,  birders  contribute  a 
wealth  of  information  through  their  obser- 
vational reports.  We  just  need  to  be  clear 
about  how  our  reports  should  be  inter- 
preted. Birders,  via  their  published  records 
in  North  American  Birds,  the  various  state 
bird  journals,  and  other  publications,  pro- 
vide professional  avian  ecologists  with  a 
wealth  of  important  information:  distribu- 
tional data,  peak  counts,  nesting  phenolo- 
gies, migration  timing,  discovery  of  small 
populations,  and  much  more,  including 
especially  the  documentation  of  range 
expansion  or  contraction.  Although  the 
causes  of  such  changes  are  not  usually 
understandable  without  detailed  investiga- 
tion, birders’  discoveries  can  serve  as 
springboards  for  in-depth  ecological  studies 
of  birds.  For  example,  the  recent  range 
expansions  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
(Romagosa  and  McEneaney  1999)  and 
Great-tailed  Grackles  (Dinsmore  and  Dins- 
more  1993)  were  spurred  on  by  and  partly 
based  upon  documented  sightings  of  bird- 
ers. Christmas  Bird  Counts  have  both  indi- 
vidually and  collectively  documented  the 
effects  of  the  conversion  of  agricultural  and 
other  open  lands  to  suburban  housing  tracts 
across  the  United  States — and  have  thus 
documented  the  supplanting  of  one  avian 
community  by  another.  There  is  no  denying 
that  this  large-scale  database  constitutes  a 
powerful  manifestation  of  “science.” 

As  the  “Changing  Seasons”  essays  strive 


to  illustrate,  birders’  contributions  to  the 
ornithological  literature — through  detailed 
reports  of  field  observations — are  invalu- 
able. Our  reports  often  provide  the  first  hint 
of  a major  change  in  a species’  distribution, 
help  sharpen  our  image  of  the  distribution 
of  various  forms  and  subspecies,  and  pro- 
vide ample  impetus  for  both  birders  and 
professional  ornithologists  to  ask  more  for- 
mal, nuanced  questions.  Our  intent  in  rais- 
ing these  issues  is  twofold:  1)  we  want  all 
birders,  especially  novices,  to  be  aware  of 
the  potential  value  of  detailed  field  reports, 
and  2)  we  hope  to  encourage  birders  to 
strive  to  increase  the  level  of  detail  in  their 
reports,  even  the  “advanced”  birders  among 
us.  (Don’t  give  up  on  those  flycatchers  and 
vireos!)  The  more  closely  we  look,  the 
more  we  will  learn,  making  our  contribu- 
tions to  the  scientific  study  of  birds  ever 
more  robust. 
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The  winter  of  2002-2003  was  especially 
bitter,  so  much  so  that  most  observers 
under  the  age  of  50  could  not  recall 
the  last  time  it  had  been  so  cold  for  so  long. 
“The  old  ones  among  us  had  to  hearken 
back  to  the  1940s  and  1950s  to  remember 
such  prolonged  and  intense  cold  weather,” 
wrote  Fred  Dobson  from  the  south  shore  of 
Nova  Scotia,  where  many  saltwater  harbors 
and  inlets  were  frozen  (or  ice-filled)  for  the 
first  time  in  a decade.  Deep  cold  arrived  in 
early  January  and  continued  unabated  until 
mid-March.  The  now-traditional  seven-to- 
ten-day  “spring"  thaw  that  usually  occurs  in 
the  southern  Maritimes  in  January  or  Febru- 
ary never  materialized,  allowing  a fair  snow 


pack  to  accumulate — even  though  the  sea- 
son was  somewhat  drier  than  normal. 

Winter  was  more  “normal”  in  Newfound- 
land, Labrador,  and  New  Brunswick,  where 
Mike  Lushington  noted  from  the  north 
shore  on  5 December  that  the  entire  Res- 
tigouche  River  estuary  had  a skim  of  ice. 
“This  is  the  earliest  that  1 have  seen  this 
within  the  past  10  years  at  least,”  he  wrote, 
adding  that:  “All  of  this  has  had  the  effect  of 
concentrating  birds,  or  moving  them  out  of 
the  area  completely.”  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
land was  hit  by  no  fewer  than  four  blizzards 
during  the  period,  extinguishing  the  last  of 
the  half-hardy  warblers  by  mid-December 
(locals  had  come  to  expect  them  into  Janu- 
ary of  late).  Winter  birding  on  the  Avalon 
Peninsula  was  characterized  as  “dull  from 
beginning  to  end”  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

The  harsh  weather  kept  many  observers 
close  to  home  and  relatively  inactive,  result- 
ing in  a paucity  of  reports  noted  by  more 
than  one  editor.  Still,  birders  in  Nova  Scotia 
managed  to  rack  up  192  species  (Blake  May- 
bank)  during  the  period,  while  their  neigh- 
bors to  the  west  in  New  Brunswick  found  a 
respectable  160  (Stuart  Tingley).  As  usual, 
several  splendid  rarities  were  discovered  on 
Christmas  Bird  Counts,  underscoring  the 
value  of  this  winter  activity  in  getting  birders 
afield  at  a season  when  they  might  otherwise 
be  inclined  to  stay  at  home.  Finally,  reports 
of  starving  European  Starlings  in  February  at 
Cape  Sable  Island,  NS  indicate  that  mortality 
of  other  less-hardy  species  in  the  Region 
may  have  been  significant. 

Abbreviations:  C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS); 
G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  I.,  NB),  H.R.M.  (Hali- 
fax Regional  Municipality);  NL  (a  new  offi- 
cial postal  code  for  “Newfoundland  & 
Labrador”). 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

Most  Red-throated  Loons  have  left  the 
Region  by  early  Jan,  so  4 in  the  Biscay 
Bay/Portugal  Cove  South,  NL  area  on  23  Feb 
“bordered  on  extraordinary”  (BMt,  JC,  DP). 
Common  Loon  appears  to  be  doing  well, 
with  a record  high  of  474  found  on  Nova 
Scotia  C.B.C.s.  Farther  e.,  around  Saint 
Pierre,  at  least  100  “rather  widespread”  birds 
wintered  (RE).  The  only  Pied-billed  Grebe 
of  the  autumn  in  St.  John’s,  NL  was  out  of 
habitat  in  the  harbor  starting  6 Dec  (BMt  et 
ah).  An  Eared  Grebe  in  St.  Pierre  Harbour 
13-20  Dec  (Bruno  Starck  et  al.)  was  pho- 
tographed 19  Dec  (Pascal  Asselin),  a first  for 
the  French  islands.  Significant  concentra- 
tions of  Red-necked  Grebe  occurred  at  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon  29  Dec,  when  168  were 
found  (RE),  and  5 Jan  at  Grand  Manan 
Island,  NB,  with  145  on  its  C.B.C.  About  as 
far  e.  as  possible  was  a pair  of  Horned 
Grebes  in  Biscay  Bay,  NL  duringjan,  thought 
to  be  the  same  birds  that  wintered  there  last 
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year  (TB,  TS  et  al.). 

Upwards  of  10,000  Northern  Fulmars 
were  reported  over  the  Grand  Manan  Banks 
throughout  the  fall  (William  Townsend),  so 
it  was  not  surprising  200  were  found  off  Brier 
L,  NS  on  its  C.B.C.  22  Dec.  Greater  Shearwa- 
ter is  showing  a recent  tendency  to  linger 
into  Dec  over  outer  Bay  of  Fundy  waters.  A 
record  10  were  found  during  the  Brier  I. 
C.B.C.,  while  one  off  Southern  Head,  G.M.l. 

!6  Jan  (Peter  Wilcox)  established  a new  late 
date  for  New  Brunswick.  Northern  Gannets 
moved  quickly  offshore  and  s.  and  were  gen- 
erally not  seen  by  land-bound  observers  fol- 
lowing the  onset  of  harsh  cold  in  early  Jan. 

An  American  Bittern  lingered  until  21  Dec 
at  Tynemouth  Cr.,  NB  (D.  Kelly).  Great  Blue 
Herons  were  fairly  regular  early  in  the  period 
in  Nova  Scoita,  but  most  fled  the  province  or 
perished  after  heavy  icing  conditions  in  Jan 
(fide  UH).  An  imm.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  made  it  until  14  Dec  at  Shag  Harbour, 
NS  (MN),  while  an  ad.  was  found  at  Seal 
Cove,  G.M.l.  on  3 Jan  (Durian  Ingersoll). 
The  latest  Great  Egret  was  one  at  Conrads 
Beach,  H.R.M.  until  at  least  2 Jan  (BMy). 
Two  separate  Cattle  Egrets  just  made  it  into 
the  first  week  of  the  period  in  Lilydale  and 
Felzen  South,  Lunenberg,  NS,  but  they  per- 
ished shortly  thereafter  (fide  JH),  likely  due 
to  starvation-induced  hypothermia. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Up  to  5 wintering  Turkey  Vultures  were  seen 
at  Brier  I.,  NS  throughout  the  period  (June 
Swift),  while  just  to  the  s.,  14  were  found  5 
Feb  around  farms  at  Chebogue,  Yarmouth 
(MN).  One  at  Inkerman,  Northumberland,  NB 
16  Dec  was  notably  late  for  the  n.  of  the 
province  (Jean-Guy  Robichaud).  A Black  Vul- 
ture 6 Dec  at  Canso,  Guysborough,  NS  (Tom 
Kavanaugh)  was  likely  the  same  one  present 
at  nearby  Fox  I.  for  a month  previous. 

Four  or  5 Eurasian  Wigeons  were  noted 
during  the  period  in  Nova  Scotia  (fide  FD), 
and  2 females  wintered  at  St.  John’s,  NL 
(BMt).  American  Black  Duck  continues  its 
welcome  increase,  with  a record  24,449 
found  on  Nova  Scotia  C.B.C.s,  and  an  excel- 
lent count  of  580  came  from  Miquelon,  SPM 
25  Dec  (RE).  A hen  Blue-winged  Teal  13 
Dec — 3 Feb  at  St.  Pierre  (Laurent  Jackman  et 
al.)  was  a first  wintering  record  for  the 
islands.  Up  to  5 drake  Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal  wintered  around  St. 
Johns  (BMt),  with  an  additional  drake  at 
Harbour  Grace  19  Jan  (Paul  Linegar,  BMt). 
The  only  Redheads  reported  were  single 
drakes  at  Sullivans  Pond,  Dartmouth, 
H.R.M.  5 Dec  (JW)  and  Brier  I.,  NS  24-28 
Jan  (Carl  Haycock). 

A total  of  16  Tufted  Ducks  was  noted, 
with  10  throughout  the  winter  at  St.  Johns 
(BMt),  4 at  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  (KM  et  al.), 
one  on  the  Halifax-Dartmouth  C.B.C. , and 


one  at  Saint  John,  NB  beginning  26  Jan  (EP). 
The  largest  count  of  wintering  Lesser  Scaup 
that  came  to  light  was  of  50  in  Pictou  Har- 
bour, NS  1 Jan  during  the  C.B.C.  Harlequin 
Duck  is  rare  in  winter  along  the  ice-bound 
Prince  Edward  I.  shore,  so  an  imm.  male  22 
Jan  at  Cardigan  (Rosemary  Curley)  was  a 
good  find.  Around  White  Head  I.,  G.M.L, 
about  105  were  present  in  late  Feb  (VDG), 
the  highest  count  of  the  species.  A good 
early-season  count  of  Barrows  Goldeneye 
was  30  off  the  Inch  Arron  Pt.  Lighthouse  in 
Dalhousie,  NB  9 Dec  (Mike  Lushington). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  annual  midwinter  raptor  count  in  Kings, 
NS  revealed  425  Bald  Eagles  9 Feb,  consisting 
of  215  ads.,  200  hums.,  and  10  not  aged  (fide 
JW).  Cooper’s  Hawk  appears  to  be  increasing 
as  a winter  resident  in  the  Region,  especially 
in  New  Brunswick,  where  individuals  were 
reported  from  Sussex  (BED),  Fredericton 
(C.B.C.),  Memramcook  (Yoland  LeBlanc), 
Barachois,  and  Shediac  Bridge  (S.  Tingley). 
Notably  far  n.  was  one  at  St.  Leonard, 
Madawaska  in  early  Dec  (Roy  Lapointe), 
while  another  at  Shag  Harbour,  NS  11  Dec 
(Terry  Crowell)  provided  the  only  report 
from  that  province.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  is 
less  than  annual  in  the  Region  in  winter,  so 
an  ad.  along  Herman  I.  Rd.,  Lunenberg,  NS  25 
Jan  (Elizabeth  Doull)  was  notable.  Likely  the 
same  bird  was  seen  at  nearby  Rissers  Beach 
PR  27  Jan  (D.  Farner,  S.  Diebler). 

Three  imm.  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
reported  by  reliable  observers,  which  is  about 
average  for  recent  winters,  although  photo- 
graphs still  remain  elusive.  One  was  found  at 
Mount  Hebert,  PEI  28  Dec  (Dan  McAskill, 
Bill  Bowerbank);  another  was  near  Bridgewa- 
ter, NS  6 Feb  (Joan  Czapaly);  and  the  3rd  was 
found  during  the  Kings  raptor  count  9 Feb 
(Mike  Russell).  There  are  still  no  unassailable 
winter  reports  for  New  Brunswick.  The  high 
count  of  Red-tailed  Hawk,  as  usual,  came 
from  the  Annapolis  Valley,  where  83  were  tal- 
lied on  the  raptor  count  9 Feb  (fideJW).  Sin- 
gle Golden  Eagles  were  an  imm.  at  G.M.L  2 
Dec  (Valmond  Bourque  et  al.)  and  5 Jan 
(BED);  an  ad.  14  & 19  Jan  at  Shepody,  Albert, 
NB  (m.  ob.);  an  imm.  near  Dorchester,  NB  28 
Jan  (Alain  Clavette);  and  another  imm. 
around  C.S.I.  during  the  first  half  of  Feb  (JN, 
MN).  An  ad.  unusually  far  n.  near  Labrador 
City  in  early  Jan  was  apparently  surviving  on 
abundant  caribou  remains  (fide  Cheryl 
Davis).  A white-morph  Gyrfalcon  at  White 
Head,  G.M.L  survived  the  winter  on  Razor- 
bills and  other  alcids  captured  by  making  (up 
to)  17-km  round-trips  out  over  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  (VDG). 

Goodly  numbers  of  Gray  Partridge  remain 
only  on  Prince  Edward  I.,  where  31  were 
found  on  the  Prince  Edward  Island  N.R 
C.B.C.  14  Dec,  and  28  on  the  Montague 


C.B.C.  4 Jan.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  intro- 
duced to  the  island  in  the  early-mid  1980s, 
are  still  restricted  to  limited  areas  of  suitable 
habit  but  continue  to  persist  in  small  num- 
bers. For  example,  9 were  found  on  the  Hills- 
borough C.B.C.  28  Dec,  and  7 were  at  Hamp- 
ton 7 Jan  (Joanne  MacQuarrie).  An  imm  Pur- 
ple Gallinule  found  freshly-dead  along  the 
roadside  in  Oban,  Richmond,  NS  5 Feb  (WM) 
fits  an  established  pattern  of  autumn  and 
early-winter  vagrancy  for  this  species  into 
the  Region;  one  wonders  how  long  the  bird 
had  been  present  in  the  area,  as  the  autumn 
2002  flight  of  five  birds  to  upstate  New  York 
and  s.  Canada  occurred  in  a fairly  narrow 
window  23  Sep — -20  Oct.  A banded  Sandhill 
Crane  survived  the  winter  in  Newfoundland, 
perhaps  the  first  to  do  so  in  the  Region.  First 
noted  around  a silage  pile  in  The  Goulds, 
Avalon  Peninsula  in  late  Dec,  it  was  still  pres- 
ent in  early  Mar  (BMt,  et  al.). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Black-bellied  Plover  at  Stephenville,  NL  3 
Jan  was  notably  late  for  the  w.  coast  of  the 
province  (B.  Windsor).  An  amazing  57  were 
found  on  the  C.B.C.  at  C.S.I.  14  Dec,  with  9 
still  present  15  Feb  (MN,  JN).  A few  Killdeer 
lingered  in  Nova  Scotia  into  Dec,  such  as  5 
at  Yarmouth  15  Dec  (MN),  but  most  were 
gone  by  months  end.  The  latest  report  of  a 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  came  from  Melbourne, 
Yarmouth,  NS  8-24  Dec  (MN  et  al).  High 
counts  of  Red  Knot  were  45  at  C.S.I.  14  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  17  at  Grand  Barachois,  SPM  15 
Jan  (RE).  There  were  still  18  at  C.S.I.  18  Feb 
(MN).  Hardy  Sanderlings,  all  520  of  them, 
provided  a record  high  for  Nova  Scotia 
C.B.C.s,  with  400  at  C.S.I.  14  Dec  and  104  at 
Port  LHebert  22  Dec. 

Wintering  White-rumped  Sandpipers  now 
seem  annual  on  C.S.I.,  with  4 found  on  the 
C.B.C.  still  present  l Jan  (MN).  Exceptionally 
high  numbers  of  Dunlin  were  found  on 
C.B.C.s  early  in  the  period,  such  as  450  at 
C.S.I.  and  110  at  Port  LHebert.  A very  tame 
imm.  Ruff  (Reeve),  the  star  of  the  winter 
shorebird  show,  was  present  at  Sullivans 
Pond,  Dartmouth,  H.R.M.  23  Nov — 14  Dec 
(m.  ob.).  A late  dowitcher  at  Cole  Harbour, 
H.R.M.  12  Jan  (Fulton  Lavender)  was  thought 
to  have  been  a Long-billed.  An  American 
Woodcock  at  Canso,  NS  5-10  Jan  stayed  in  a 
backyard  in  town,  trying  to  feed  by  probing 
over  and  over  in  the  snow  (fide  SF). 

An  estimated  400+  Black-headed  Gulls 
were  thought  to  have  wintered  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia (BMy).  Best  count  for  New  Brunswick 
was  10  in  late  Feb  at  Blacks  Harbour  (Jim 
Wilson).  The  Halifax  Thayer’s  Gull  returned 
for  a 4th  winter  to  Pier  9 (BMy),  though  it 
was  not  often  seen.  Another  was  reported 
from  Charlottetown,  PEI  26  Jan  (DS),  but 
without  details.  White-headed  ad.  Yellow- 
legged Gulls  in  St.  John’s  were  one  pho- 


V0LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  2 


173 


ATLANTIC  PROVINCES  & ST.  PIERRE  ET  MIQUELON 


tographed  at  Quidi  Vidi  L.  9-11  Dec  (BMt, 
D.  Brown)  and  at  the  Robin  Hood  Landfill 
31  Jan  (BMt,  R Adriaens),  where  2 birds 
were  photographed.  A few  Ivory  Gulls  were 
seen  at  the  tip  of  the  Northern  Peninsula,  NL 
in  early  Jan  (BMt).  There  was  a remarkable 
influx  of  Forsters  Tern  into  Nova  Scotia, 
starting  with  2 birds  between  Conrads  Beach 
and  Cow  Bay,  H.R.M.  from  late  Nov  to  at 
least  14  Dec,  with  one  still  present  11  Jan 
(m.  ob.).  Six  were  at  West  Baccaro,  Shelburne 
8 Dec  (MN),  one  at  Broad  Cove  30  Dec 
(David  Young),  and  one  flew  by  Sand  Beach, 
Yarmouth  6 Jan  (MN).  New  Brunswick  got 
its  first  winter  record  with  one  at  Saint  John 
28  Dec — 1 Jan  (Rose-Alma  Mallet,  Janet 
Whitehead,  EP). 


ALCIDS  THROUGH  PHOEBES 

For  the  most  part,  alcids  remained  well  off- 
shore, out  of  sight  of  land-bound  observers 
this  winter,  with  very  few  reports  of  signifi- 
cant numbers.  Best  Dovekie  count  was  2059 
during  the  St.  Pierre  C.B.C.  22  Dec,  with 
runner-up  being  500+  on  the  Brier  I.,  NS 
C.B.C.  on  the  same  day.  The  best  place  to  see 
wintering  Razorbill  in  the  Region  continues 
to  be  off  e.  G.M.I.,  where  25,000+  were  pres- 
ent in  early  Jan  (VDG).  Atlantic  Puffin  had 
mostly  moved  offshore  by  Dec,  but  onshore 
winds  still  brought  a few  close  to  shore,  such 
as  100  tallied  on  the  Brier  Island  C.B.C. 

Photographs  of  Nova  Scotia’s  22nd 
White-winged  Dove  7-23  Dec  at  Stellarton 
(KM)  suggest  it  was  of  the  subspecies  asiat- 
ica,  which  has  been  increasing  in  numbers 
and  spreading  beyond  Florida  in  recent 
decades.  At  least  some  that  occurred  here  in 
earlier  years  were  of  the  paler,  grayer  south- 
western form  mearnsi  ( fide  1M).  Mourning 
Dove  numbers  have  about  doubled  on 
C.B.C.s  in  the  Region  since  the  mid-1990s, 
despite  a much  more  modest  increase  in 
observers  and  party-miles.  It  was  definitely 
not  a Snowy  Owl  winter,  with  very  few 
noted  in  the  Region.  The  only  Northern 
Hawk  Owl  reported  outside  Newfoundland 
was  discovered  near  Jemseg,  NB  23  Jan  (Jim 
Edsall).  An  abundance  of  meadow  voles  at 
C.S.I.  attracted  up  to  13  Short-eared  Owls 
in  late  Jan,  but  most  had  either  left  or  per- 
ished as  winter  snows  deepened  by  late  Feb 
(JNetal.). 

An  unidentified  hummingbird  that  struck 
a window  in  Murray  River,  PEI  in  early  Jan 
was  taken  inside,  revived,  and  released  ( fide 
DS).  Odds  would  favor  it  being  a w.  species 
rather  than  a Ruby-throated.  Only  single 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  found — in 
Woodstock,  NB  and  Halifax,  NS — quite  a 
change  for  a species  that  had  become  a reg- 
ular winter  visitor  during  the  late  1990s. 
There  were  two  reports  of  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker,  an  imm.  female  at  Spa  Springs, 
Annapolis , NS  14  Dec  (Jane  & Jim  Ludlow) 


and  another  imm.  coming  to  suet  at  Chester, 
Lunenberg  2 Feb  ( fide  JH).  An  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  intermittently  seen  in  Kings,  NS 
7 Dec — 5 Jan  ( fide  JW),  while  a most 
resilient  Say’s  Phoebe  toughed  it  out  at 
Gagetown,  NB  28  Dec — 9 Jan  (Don  Gibson, 
David  Myles  et  ah).  It  frustrated  many  bird- 
ers by  foraging  about  a large  area. 


WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Formerly  a great  rarity  in  Nova  Scotia,  there 
was  a modest  influx  of  Carolina  Wrens  for 
the  2nd  successive  winter,  with  birds  at 
Berwick,  Kings  early  Dec — 10  Jan  (fide  JW) 
and  Westhaver  Beach,  Lunenberg  22  Dec — 
16  Jan  (fide  JH).  Amazingly,  2 birds  were 
found  together  at  a feeder  in  n.  New 
Brunswick  at  Campbellton  until  at  least  16 
Dec  (M.  Maltais).  A midwinter  Winter  Wren 
was  a good  find  at  an  open  spring  near 
Notre-Dame,  Kent,  NB  26  Jan  (Roger 
LeBlanc).  A single  Marsh  Wren  was  discov- 
ered at  Westville,  Pictou,  NS  14  Dec  (Steve 
Vines).  The  only  report  of  Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catcher  for  the  period  was  at  Yarmouth,  NS 
24  Dec  (MN).  A Northern  Wheatear 
reported  at  Fredericton,  NB  16  Dec  (Beverly 
Schneider)  could  not  be  relocated. 

Outstanding  in  Nova  Scotia  was  a Moun- 
tain Bluebird,  a female,  seen  at  several  loca- 
tions starting  at  C.S.I.  14-15  Nov  (m.  ob.), 
then  probably  moving  to  Melbourne, 
Yarmouth  by  22  Dec  (Paul  Gould  et  al.),  and 
finally  back  to  C.S.I.  17  Jan  (fide  Grant  Mil- 
roy);  there  are  only  three  or  four  prior 
records  for  the  province.  Newfoundland’s 
3rd  Mountain  Bluebird  was  seen  briefly  just 
w.  of  St.  John's  at  Mt.  Pearl  7 Dec  (D.  Brown). 
North  America’s  11th  (and  the  province’s 
7th)  Redwing  was  with  a flock  of  2000 
American  Robins  feeding  on  berries  at  the  St. 
John’s  Golf  Club  12  Jan  (BMt,  B.  Dodelson) 
and  13  Jan  (PL,  DP).  Thousands  of  American 
Robins  and  many  hundreds  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  converged  on  St.John's  in  mid-Jan 
and  ate  all  the  Mountain  Ash  berries  in  a 
matter  of  two  weeks,  then  departed  (BMt). 
Waxwings  occurred  in  fair  to  moderate  num- 
bers Regionwide,  usually  in  separate  flocks, 
and  there  seemed  to  be  an  equal  chance  of 
encountering  either  Cedars  or  Bohemians. 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  East  Port 
Medway,  NS  18  Jan  (Andy  Dean)  appeared 
to  be  of  the  subspecies  orestera  from  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  Curiously,  a Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  3-4  Dec  at  Antigo- 
nish,  NS  (Randy  Lauff)  was  only  a few  km 
from  last  winter’s  only  Nova  Scotia  report. 
Single  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  pres- 
ent until  6 Dec  at  Riverview,  NB  (D.  Dup- 
lessis  et  al.)  and  Priest  Pond,  PEI  (Dwayne 
Oakley).  None  of  the  half-dozen  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  or  several  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  present  in  St.  John’s  made  it  beyond 
12  Dec  (BMt),  making  for  the  “poorest”  late- 


autumn  warbler  watching  there  in  20  years. 
An  Ovenbird  must  have  had  access  to  an 
oven  to  survive  until  at  least  31  Dec  on  the 
Kingston  Peninsula,  NB  (Alan  Gorham).  A 
Wilson’s  Warbler  made  it  until  14  Dec  at 
Greenwich,  Kings,  NS  (fide  BMy). 


TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Scarlet  Tanager  was  in  the  s.  end  of  Hali- 
fax 1 Dec  (fide  BMy),  and  a very  confiding 
ad.  male  Western  Tanager  attended  feeders 
at  Shediac  Cape,  NB  28  Dec — 19  Jan  (T. 
Dupuis,  m.  ob.).  Unlike  a year  ago,  this  was 
not  a sparrow-rich  winter  in  the  Region, 
with  only  a few  rarer  species  located.  A male 
Lark  Sparrow  was  a good  find  at  Graham’s 
Pond,  PEI  2 Jan  (G.  Jackson).  Very  good 
numbers  of  American  Tree,  Song,  and 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  found  on 
Nova  Scotia  C.B.C.s.  An  imm.  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  visited  a feeder  in  Oban,  Rich- 
mond, NS  15  Dec  (WM).  The  spectacular 
male  Painted  Bunting  first  discovered  at 
C.S.I.  in  late  Nov  apparently  moved  to 
nearby  West  Pubnico  7 Dec  (Athelda  Mur- 
phy et  al.),  where  it  remained  for  at  least  two 
weeks.  Very  few  Dickcissels  were  found  in 
the  Region  this  winter,  with  the  easternmost 
being  one  with  House  Sparrows  at  St.  Brides, 
NL  21  Dec  (PL,J.  Pratt). 

It  was  definitely  not  a finch  winter,  with 
only  small  numbers  of  most  species  present. 
Exceptions  to  the  rule  were  Purple  Finch  and 
American  Goldfinch,  reported  in  fair  to  good 
numbers  in  all  four  Atlantic  provinces.  The 
goldfinch  continues  to  consolidate  recent 
gains  in  s.  insular  Newfoundland,  where  as 
many  as  50  attended  a feeder  at  St.  Pierre, 
SPM  throughout  (Dominique  Gouverne). 
Evening  Grosbeak  numbers  have  dwindled 
remarkably  since  their  spruce-budworm- 
induced  peak  of  the  1980s,  and  they  were 
uncommon  at  best  in  the  Maritimes  this  win- 
ter. However,  surprisingly  good  numbers 
were  found  on  Cape  Breton  1.,  NS  and  in 
Newfoundland,  especially  on  C.B.C.s.  Com- 
mon and  Hoary  Redpolls  were  at  a low  in 
their  biannual  cycles,  probably  picking  this 
season  to  stay  well  n.  into  Nunavik  (n.  Que- 
bec & Labrador)  and  Baffin  Island.  Seed- 
laden alders,  a favorite  food,  now  grow  com- 
monly along  the  e.  shore  of  Frobisher  Bay, 
compliments  of  global  warming. 


Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Todd  Boland,  David  Christie,  J.  Clark, 
Brian  E.  Dalzell,  Fred  Dobson,  Roger 
Etcheberry,  Sylvia  Fullerton,  Virgil  D.  Gre- 
cian, James  Hirtle,  Ulli  Hoger,  Paul  Linegar, 
Bruce  Mactavish  (BMt),  Blake  Maybank 
(BMy),  Dan  McAskill,  David  McCorquo- 
dale,  Kenneth  McKenna,  Ian  McLaren, 
Murray  Newell,  Johnny  Nickerson,  Weldon 
MacPhail,  Doug  Phelan,  Eileen  Pike,  David 
Seeler,  T.  Smith.  © 
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After  a rather  mild  December,  January 
turned  out  very  cold,  and  February 
was  even  colder.  Only  the  Ungava 
Peninsula  showed  above  normal  tempera- 
tures. Precipitation  was  generally  below 
average,  especially  along  the  St.  Lawrence 
valley,  while  it  was  above  normal  in  the  Hud- 
son Bay  area.  It  was  one  of  the  dullest  win- 
ters in  years.  Winter  finches  did  not  show  up 
in  the  inhabitated  areas  of  the  South,  while 
northern  owls,  hawks,  and  gulls  were  scarce 
anywhere.  In  the  South,  the  numbers  of  win- 
tering ducks  were  down  by  half  compared  to 
last  winter.  Finally,  almost  no  rarities  were 
reported,  the  only  exception  being  an 
extraordinary  Ipswich  Sparrow  overwinter- 
ing at  Quebec  City. 

LOONS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Quite  surprising  was  the  occurrence  of  a 
Red-throated  Loon  at  Pointe-au-Pere  28 
Feb  (JL.  Martel).  The  latest  Common  Loon 
of  the  season  was  reported  at  Les  Escoumins 
31  Jan  (CA,  CG).  A Pied-billed  Grebe  lin- 
gered through  9 Feb  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Saint-Louis  R.,  Beauharnois,  where  one  had 
successfully  overwintered  in  2002  (AQ,  R. 
Fortin,  m.  ob.).  A late  Horned  Grebe  visited 
Sainte-Catherine  29  Dec  (PB),  while  a Red- 
necked Grebe  was  identified  at  Sherbrooke  9 
Feb  (MC,  RC).  Noteworthy  were  single 
Turkey  Vultures  at  Lac-Etchemin  13  Jan  (S. 
Daigle),  Saint-Georges-de-Beauce  5 Feb  (M. 
Gelinas ,/ide  A.  Beauchamps),  and  Bonaven- 
ture  8 Feb — 1 Mar  QM.  Pitre). 

A Mute  Swan  was  quite  unexpected  at 
Fabre,  Temiscamingue  6-24  Dec  (JF).  Rare 
but  almost  annual  in  winter  was  a female 
Wood  Duck  at  Laval  5-9  Jan  (S.  Robert,  m. 
ob.)  and  3 individuals  at  Beauharnois 
through  the  period  (AQ  et  al.,  m.  ob.).  Less 
than  annual  in  winter.  Green-winged  Teal 
included  a pair  at  Laval  15-30  Jan  (L. 
Simard),  with  the  male  staying  until  19  Feb, 
one  at  Sillery  through  the  period,  and  one  at 
Matapedia  19  Jan  (C.  Pitre).  Now  scarce  in 
the  Region,  4 Canvasbacks  stopped  at  lie 
Perrot  7-8  Dec  (D.  Ouellet,  nr.  ob.).  A Lesser 
Scaup  at  Baie-Sainte-Catherine  9 Feb  was 
remarkable  (G.  Lemelin).  Away  from  the 
Gaspe  Pen.,  an  imm.  male  Harlequin  Duck 
was  located  at  lie  Sainte-Helene,  Montreal 
1 1 Dec — 6 Jan  (S.  Mathieu,  m.  ob.)  and  a 
male  at  Verdun  1 Jan  (P  Lamontagne).  Inter- 
esting hybrid  ducks  included  a Northern 
Pintail  x Gadwall  hybrid  at  Sainte-Cather- 
ine 26  Dec  (PB)  and  a Common  Goldeneye 
x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  at  Lachine  30 
Dec — 3 Jan,  possibly  the  same  individual 
that  had  overwintered  there  in  2002  (PB). 

Northern  Goshawks  made  an  excellent 
showing.  The  increase  in  wintering  Bald 
Eagles  in  the  Outaouais  region  was  substan- 
tiated by  10  of  different  ages  at  Eardley  26 
Feb  (H.  Tremblay).  Always  rare  in  winter,  an 
ad.  Golden  Eagle  was  reported  at  Kiamika  12 
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Jan  and  8 Feb  (MA.  Montpetit,  PJ.  Guay),  a 
first-winter  bird  at  Eardley  26  Jan — 28  Feb+ 
(G.  McNulty  et  al.),  and  another  one  at  Weir 
26  Jan  (M.  Morin,  L.  Laramee).  A Merlin  at 
Ville-Marie,  Temiscamingue  26  Feb  was 
unusual  for  the  date  (JF).  Gyrfalcons  were 
not  particularly  abundant,  but  a few  depend- 
able individuals  delighted  observers  at 
Quebec  City,  Sherbrooke,  and  Montreal. 
Despite  marginal  habitats  (but  probably 
helped  by  a ban  on  hunting).  Wild  Turkeys 
are  still  holding  their  own  in  extreme  s. 
Quebec,  where  they  first  appeared  20  years 
ago  following  their  introduction  into  n.  New 
York  state.  This  winter,  some  were  reported 
n.  of  their  range,  very  close  to  Montreal, 
e.  g.,  6 at  Chateauguay  15  Feb  (E  Viau,  J. 
Beaulieu)  and  3 at  Chambly  2 (MC,  RC)  & 
19  Feb  (fide  JG.  Papineau).  About  50  birds 
trapped  in  Ontario  were  released  in  the 
Gatineau  area  in  Feb,  raising  the  hopes  of 
hunters  for  a possible  open  hunting  season 
in  the  near  future  (fide  DT). 

Over  200  Purple  Sandpipers  spent  the 
winter  at  Les  Escoumins  (CA,  CG).  A Dun- 
lin at  Chandler  5 Jan  was  very  late  (D. 
Mercier  et  al.).  Wilsons  Snipe  wintering  far- 
ther n.  than  usual  included  one  at  Val  d’Or, 
Abitibi  26  Dec+  (G  & P.  Ethier,  AL,  fide  L. 
Vigneau),  one  or  2 that  survived  through  the 
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An  Ipswich  Sparrow  (at  right),  the  princeps  subspecies  of  Savannah  Sparrow,  overwintered  at  Quebec  City,  providing 
an  extraordinary  record  away  from  the  Atlantic  coast  (here  23  January  2003).  Photograph  by  Michele  Lafleur. 


One  of  the  most  unexpected  discoveries  in  recent  years  was  the  Ipswich  Sparrow  identified  17  Jan  in  Quebec  City 
harbor;  the  bird  was  present  through  the  end  of  the  season  (JM.  Giroux,  JP.  Oueliet  et  al.).  The  Quebec  City  sparrow 
was  feeding  on  spilled  grain  alongside  House  Sparrows,  over  which  it  seemed  dominant.  This  appears  to  be  the  first  time 
that  an  Ipswich  Sparrow  has  been  found  farther  away  from  the  Atlantic  coast  than  100  km  (a  1966  record  from  Concord, 
Massachusetts  is  exceptional),  and  it  is  conceivable  that  the  bird  hitch-hiked  its  way  on  one  of  the  many  ships  that  pass  near 
its  home  range  of  Sable  I.,  where  an  average  of  a little  over  1,500  pairs  nest. 

Michel  Gosselin  provides  context  on  the  status  of  this  taxon.  "When  they  were  first  discovered  in  1872,  Ipswich  Spar- 
rows were  considered  a full  species,  but,  presumably  on  account  of  the  occasional  hybrid  pair  [documented  on  only  a few 
occasions  in  Nova  Scotia — ed.],  they  were  merged  with  Savannah  Sparrow  in  the  great  wave  of  lumping  that  took  place  in 
1973  (a  number  of  these  lumpings  have  since  been  reversed).  It  is  difficult,  for  example,  to  see  why  the  status  of  Ipswich 
Sparrow  should  in  any  way  be  different  from  that  of  McKay's  Bunting.  There  is  no  indication  that  the  distinctive  features  of 
Ipswich  and  Savannah  Sparrows  are  being  eroded  by  introgression  over  time.  Surprisingly,  the  only  monographic  study  on 
Ipswich  Sparrows  (Stobo  and  McLaren  1975)  did  not  support  the  demotion  of  princeps  to  subspecies.  Stobo  and  McLaren 
have  hypothesized  that  the  unique  features  of  these  sparrows  are  adaptations  to  wintering  on  coastal  dunes  as  much  as  to 
nesting  on  Sable  Island.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  this  respect,  that  the  Madeleine  Islands  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  have 
only  Savannah  Sparrows,  despite  similarities  in  habitat  to  Sable  Island." 


season  at  Beauport,  where  the  species  is  con- 
sidered regular  in  winter  (JFR),  and  one  at 
Matapedia,  Gaspesie  10  Jan  (P  Beaupre). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  are  now  increas- 
ingly reported  in  winter;  this  seasons  birds 
included  a second-year  individual  at  Sher- 
brooke 12-26  Dec  (FR,  SB)  and  single  ads.  in 
the  same  locality  15  Dec — 10  Feb  (SB  et  al.), 
Lachenaie  3-30  Jan  (FR),  and  Les  Escoumins 
24  Feb  (CA,  CG).  All  n.  owls  were  very 
scarce  away  from  their  usual  haunts.  Short- 
eared Owls  showed  up  nicely  in  Feb,  with 
up  to  4 at  Saint-Basile  (SD),  3 at  Saint- 
Hyacinthe  (R.  Gauvin),  15  at  lie  aux  Fer- 
miers  (Y.  Gauthier),  and  2 at  Sainte-Cather- 
ine  (PB). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

A few  Belted  Kingfishers  attempted  to  spend 
the  winter  in  the  Region,  with  singles  at  Val- 
leyfield  15  Dec+  (AQ  et  al.),  Becancour  20 
Dec  into  Feb  (R.  Barbeau),  Mont-Laurier  18 
Dec — 23  Jan  (A.  Boisclair),  and  Victoriaville 
through  the  end  of  Feb  (J.  Boissonneault). 


Although  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  are  now 
expected  in  s.  Quebec,  a female  at  Saint- 
Bernard-de-Lacolle  7 Jan — 1 Mar  (C.  Morin, 
D.  Daigneault,  L.  & H.  Boivin,  m.  ob.)  and  a 
male  that  made  a brief  appearance  on  Mount 
Saint-Hilaire  14  Jan  (G.  Arbour)  were  both 
notable.  Following  an  excellent  fall  flight, 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  were  well  in  evi- 
dence this  year,  with  numerous  sightings. 

Records  of  Tufted  Titmice  in  s.  Quebec 
dropped  from  75  last  winter  to  only  29  this 
season.  On  the  contrary,  after  their  best  win- 
ter ever  in  2002,  Carolina  Wrens  were  even 
more  in  evidence  this  year,  with  33  records, 
which  included  single  vagrants  as  far  n.  as  at 
Lac-Kenogami,  L ac-St-Jean  through  24  Dec 
(L.  Boulay),  and  Val  d’Or,  Abitibi  1 Dec  (AL), 
as  well  as  2 at  Kipawa,  Temiscamingue  at  the 
end  of  Jan  (J-  Poitras, /ide  JF).  Also  notewor- 
thy in  winter,  a Winter  Wren  was  at 
Plessisville  4-15  Jan  (CR,  J.  Goyette).  A Var- 
ied Thrush  at  Bergeronnes  3 Dec — 1 Jan  pro- 
vided a good  find  for  the  North  Shore  (G. 
Ross,  E.  Bouchard).  The  only  Townsends 


Solitaire  of  the  season  made  a one-day 
appearance  at  Sainte-Blandine,  Lower  St. 
Lawrence  20  Jan  (L.  Brisson,  fide  JR.  Pel- 
letier). Eastern  Bluebirds  showed  up  again 
this  year,  despite  the  very  cold  temperatures, 
with  3 on  lie  Bizard  8 Jan  (S.  Berube),  up  to 
7 at  Hemmingford  1 Dec — 18  Jan  (R  Char- 
trand),  and  3 at  Saint-Jacques-de-Leeds  in 
Jan  ( fide  DM).  One  was  still  present  1 Feb  at 
Saint-Jacques-de-Leeds  (DM,  L.  Lemoine). 
For  the  first  time  since  1988,  2 Hermit 
Thrushes  successfully  made  it  through  the 
winter:  one  feeding  on  cherries  and  suet  at 
Sherbrooke  (S.  Brulotte)  and  another  linger- 
ing at  a Pointe-au-Pere  feeder  (M.  Huard). 

A Gray  Catbird  at  Hull  14  Dec  was  late 
(DT,  R.  Vanasse).  Two  Brown  Thrashers 
spent  the  whole  winter  at  feeders,  one  at 
Lotbiniere  (L.  Roy,  m.  ob.)  and  the  other  at 
Hemmingford  (C.  Thompson,  fide  D.  Smith, 
ph.).  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  lie 
Sainte-Helene  14  Dec  was  the  5th  ever  to  be 
seen  in  Dec  (G.  Zenaitis,  SD,  D.  Mulhol- 
land).  Almost  incredible,  an  Ovenbird  in 
downtown  Montreal  survived  the  extreme 
cold  10  Dec  onwards  but  unfortunately  died 
in  early  Mar  (C.  Claude).  More  expected  was 
a Common  Yellowthroat  1-13  Dec  in  Beau- 
port  (JFR). 

Rare  in  winter,  Chipping  Sparrows  were 
seen  in  many  localities  this  year;  singles 
were  at  Chicoutimi  15  Dec — 3 Jan  (D.  Roy, 
K.  Gagnon),  Hull  21  Dec  and  22  Feb  (E 
Bedard),  Stoke  1 Dec — 11  Jan  (J-  Turgeon), 
and  Sept-Hes  31  Dec- — 10  Jan  0FL).  Also 
unusual  in  winter,  single  Fox  Sparrows 
showed  up  at  Sept-Iles  1-31  Dec  (JFL), 
Philipsburg  2 Jan  (R.  Gaudreault  et  al.), 
Cap  Tourmente  through  at  least  8 Feb  (R. 
Lepage),  and  Mont-Joli  6 Dec — 17  Jan  (C. 
Brassard,  G.  Michaud).  Single  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  overwintered  at  Saint- 
Janvier  (S.  Aubin)  and  Saint-Polycarpe  (L. 
Bouchard). 

Addenda:  An  Indigo  Bunting  at  Saint-Feli- 
cien  19-23  Nov  2002  was  record  late  (J. 
Tremblay,  R.  Tremblay),  while  an  imm.  male 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  Saint-Gedeon 
23-25  Jun  2002  was  the  3rd  record  only  for 
the  Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean  area  (M. 
Desmeules,  S.  Garneau,  R.  Bergeron  et  al.). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): C.  Auchu,  P.  Bannon  (Montreal),  S. 
Bclleau,  M.  Berlinguette  (Estrie),  C.  Buidin 
(North  Shore),  R.  Chartier,  M.  Couture,  J. 
Frechette,  DG.  Gaudet  (Madeleine  Is.),  C. 
Girard,  J.  Lachance  (Quebec  City),  JE 
Laporte,  A.  Lefebvre,  D.  McCutcheon,  P. 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  A.  Quenneville,  S. 
Rheaume  (Lower  St.  Lawrence),  JF 
Rousseau,  E Rousseu,  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs), 
G.  Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  D. 
Toussaint  (Outaouais).  O 
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After  the  previous  winter  of 
record-breaking  warmth,  it 
should  have  come  as  no  surprise 
to  New  Englanders  that  2002-2003  was  a 
return  to  business  as  usual  in  the  north- 
temperate  zone.  Over  the  Region  as  a 
whole,  average  temperature  ranked  in 
the  lowest  25%  of  winters  on  record, 
with  states  bordering  the  Gulf  of  Maine 
(Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts) 
colder  than  the  Regional  average.  In 
many  areas,  there  was  no  hint  of  a Janu- 
ary or  February  thaw.  Snowfall  was 
roughly  normal,  although  this  was  a 
result  of  below-average  precipitation  to 
the  north  and  above-average  precipita- 
tion to  the  south.  The  latter  was  aided  by 
five  northeasters  that  swept  ashore 
between  mid-December  and  mid-Febru- 
ary. 

The  effects  of  this  “normal”  winter  on 
New  England’s  birdlife  were  generally 
pretty  obvious.  Early  freezing  of  north- 
ern lakes  and  rivers  forced  waterfowl  and 
eagles  south  by  mid-winter,  and  cold 
temperatures  in  general  probably 
resulted  in  one  of  the  lowest  totals  of  lin- 
gering half-hardies  in  recent  years.  In 
contrast,  there  were  four  hummingbirds 
in  the  Region,  including  Massachusetts’s 
first  Calliope  Hummingbird  and  a 
Selaphorus  well  to  the  north  in  coastal 
Maine.  Carolina  Wrens,  a species  not 
known  for  its  cold  tolerance,  managed  to 
hold  on  to  most  of  the  range  expansion 
facilitated  by  the  winter  of  2001-2002. 
The  northeasters  resulted  in  exceptional 
numbers  of  seabirds,  particularly  alcids, 
along  the  Massachusetts  coast,  with 
higher-than-usual  numbers  of  Razorbills 
even  penetrating  well  into  Long  Island 
Sound. 

Rarities  not  associated  with  any  par- 
ticular weather  event  included  Massa- 
chusetts’s second  Long-billed  Murrelet, 
three  Tufted  Ducks  in  Vermont,  a Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  in  Connecticut 
(continuing  from  November),  and  an 
intriguing  kingbird  on  Cape  Cod.  North- 
ern finches  were  essentially  absent,  and 
even  northern  areas  reported  fewer  birds 
than  normal  for  a non-invasion  year. 
And  finally,  several  now-famous  visitors 
to  Massachusetts  returned  for  another 
winter,  including  Eared  Grebe,  Tufted 
Duck,  and  Gyrfalcon. 

Abbreviations:  Eastham  (Eastham, 
Barnstable , MA),  M.A.R.C.  (Massachu- 
setts Avian  Records  Committee),  Nan- 
tucket (Nantucket  L,  MA),  P’town 
(Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA),  Quab- 
bin  (Quabbin  Res.,  w.  MA),  Rockport 
(Rockport,  Essex,  MA). 
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LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

The  exceptional  flight  of  Red-throated 
Loons  observed  in  e.  Massachusetts  in 
Nov  apparently  did  not  result  in  more 
than  the  usual  number  of  birds  wintering 
in  the  Region.  This  season’s  Pacific  Loons 
included  one  in  Portland,  Cumberland, 
ME  in  mid-Dec  (fide  WT),  and  2 in  Mass- 
achusetts: Eastham  12  Dec  and  Woods 
Hole,  Barnstable  4-5  Jan.  The  Eared  Grebe 
returned  to  Gloucester,  Essex,  MA  for  its 
8th  consecutive  winter.  Another  was  seen 
sporadically  at  Groton,  New  London,  CT 
16  Jan+  (D.  Provencher).  A single  Red- 
necked Grebe  lingered  through  5 Jan  at 
Ferrisburg,  Addison,  VT  (TM,  A.  Strong). 
Western  Grebes  were  all  in  Massachusetts: 
Plymouth  7 Dec,  Scituate  1 Jan,  and 
Nahant  2-20  Jan. 

During  the  northeaster  of  12  Dec,  3 
Greater  Shearwaters  were  seen  off  Rock- 
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port  (RH).  A total  of  440  Northern  Gan- 
nets  was  seen  from  the  same  location  on 
the  same  date,  but  this  number  paled  in 
comparison  to 
counts  elsewhere 
in  Massachusetts 
during  Dec, 
including  1000  in 
Chatham,  Barnsta- 
ble 7 Dec  and 
1650  at  P’town  25 
Dec  (both  BN).  By 
late  Dec,  good 
numbers  of  gan- 
nets  had  also 
moved  into  Rhode 
Island  waters, 
with  1672  and  750 
on  the  S.  Kingston 
C.B.C.  and  Block 
I.  C.B.C.,  respec- 
tively. Finally,  a 
gannct  in  Way- 
land,  Middlesex, 

MA  4 Dec  (A. 

Webber)  provided 
one  of  fewer  than 
a dozen  inland 
records  for  the  Bay 
morants  seemed  more 
than  usual  this 


This  Rufous  or  Allen's  Hummingbird  was  photographed  at 
Hancock,  Maine  2 December  2002,  a first  winter-season 
record  for  the  state.  The  bird  was  last  seen  after  a snowstorm 
the  following  day.  Photograph  by  Ken  and  Sue  Noddin. 


State. 


Great  Cor- 
cornmon  inland 
season.  Some  43  were 


reported  along  the  Merrimack  R.  in 
Lawrence,  Essex,  MA  25  Jan,  and  up  to  10 
were  farther  upriver  in  Manchester,  Hills- 
borough, NH  27  Feb.  One  bird  was  even 
present  until  21  Jan  at  Laconia,  Belknap, 
NH  (C.  Anderson).  In  the  Connecticut 
Valley,  single  individuals  were  at  Holyoke, 
Hampden,  MA  14  Dec,  Quabbin  28  Dec, 
and  Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH  29  Jan.  Seven 
spent  all  or  part  of  the  winter  up  the  Nau- 
gatuck R.  in  Waterbury,  New  Haven,  CT 
(M.  Szantyr). 

Lingering  herons  were  scarce — repre- 
sented by  a single  Great  Egret  at  Weeka- 
paug,  Washington,  RI  5 Jan  and  a total  of 
17  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  in  e. 
Massachusetts  in  Jan  and  Feb.  The  only 
Black  Vulture  report  away  from  Connecti- 
cut was  a single  bird  at  Ashaway,  Washing- 
ton, RI,  a location  where  several  were  pres- 
ent during  the  previous  winter.  Eight 
Turkey  Vultures  on  the  Newburyport 
C.B.C.  (Essex,  MA)  22  Dec  represented 
only  the  2nd  record  for  the  count  (JB), 
and  other  wayward  buzzards  included  sin- 
gles in  Amherst,  Hampshire,  MA  20  Feb 
and  Portland,  ME  through  most  of  Feb 
(DL). 

WATERFOWL 

Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison,  VT  still 
hosted  2500  Snow  Geese  1 Dec,  but  it 


appears  that  the  large  flocks  departed  soon 
thereafter.  The  Regional  total  of  6 Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  is  a little  below  aver- 
age for  recent 
years.  There  were  2 
in  Connecticut  and 
a group  of  4 that 
spent  all  of  Feb  at 
Fairhaven,  Bristol, 
MA.  A Barnacle 
Goose  at  Upton, 
Worcester,  MA  31 
Jan  was  suspected 
to  be  an  escapee, 
but  2 at  Rehoboth, 
Bristol,  MA  1 Feb 
(M.  Larson  et  al.) 
were  deemed  more 
likely  to  be  wild. 
Final  word  on 
these  birds  awaits 
deliberation  by  the 
M.A.R.C.  There 
were  3 Tundra 
Swans  in  Connecti- 
cut in  early  Dec, 
and  5 appeared  in 
Coventry,  Kent,  RI 
in  late  Jan,  marking  about  the  20th  winter 
that  the  species  has  wintered  in  this  loca- 
tion (fide  M.  Tucker). 

Despite  the  early  freeze  and  generally 
cold  temperatures,  a 
few  ducks  managed 
to  show  up  in 
unusual  inland  loca- 
tions. Three  Wood 
Ducks  during  Feb  in 
New  Hampshire  was 
definitely  an  above- 
average  total,  as  was 
the  count  of  3 Gad- 
walls  in  w.  Massachu- 
setts. Eurasian 

Wigeon  numbers 
were  about  normal 
and  included  one  in 
New  Hampshire,  8 in 
Massachusetts,  at 
least  5 in  Rhode 
Island,  and  3 in  Con- 
necticut. Northern 
Shovelers  were  lim- 
ited to  1 2 scattered 
around  e.  Massachu- 
setts, with  the  excep- 
tion of  a single  bird  in 
Exeter,  Rockingham, 

NH  1 Dec.  The  only 
Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal  was  at  Eastham  11 
Jan.  An  unusual  male  hybrid  between 
Wood  Duck  and  Mallard  was  observed  in 


This  dark-morph  Gyrfalcon  at  Black  Falcon  Marine  Terminal, 
South  Boston,  Massachusetts  19  January  2003  had  been 
banded  at  Logan  Airport  in  1998.  Photograph  by  Phil  Brown. 


Burlington,  Chittenden,  VT  19  Feb  (TM). 

Lingering  diving  ducks  included  6 Red- 
head at  Stratham,  Rockingham,  NH  1 Dec 
(one  staying  though  12  Dec)  and  3 more 
at  the  Crown  Point  Bridge,  Addison,  VT  26 
Dec — 10  Jan.  Redheads  paled  in  compari- 
son to  another  waterfowl  find  at  the 
Crown  Point  Bridge.  On  26  Dec,  birders 
located  2 male  Tufted  Ducks  (2nd  state 
record)  in  a flock  of  1400  Greater  Scaup 
(itself  an  impressive  find;  TM,  m.  ob.). 
These  were  joined  by  a female,  and  one  of 
the  males  was  still  present  5 Jan.  Five 
more  Tufted  Ducks  were  in  Massachusetts, 
including  a bird  at  the  Wachusett  Res., 
Worcester  for  the  8th  winter  in  a row. 
Rhode  Island  hosted  2 of  this  Eurasian 
species:  one  in  Wakefield,  Washington  28 
Dec-t-  and  one  in  Providence,  Providence 
15-28  Feb.  King  Eiders  in  unusual  places 
included  one  on  Great  Bay,  NH  9-13  Dec 
and  2 in  coastal  Connecticut.  A Black 
Scoter  was  similarly  out  of  place  along  the 
Connecticut  R.  in  Greenfield,  Franklin, 
MA  9 Jan.  Even  Long-tailed  Ducks 
showed  up  inland,  with  birds  in  Laconia, 
NH  28  Dec,  Turners  Falls,  Franklin,  MA  9 
Jan,  and  Hinsdale,  NH  in  Jan  (C.  Petrak). 
Where  Long-tailed  Ducks  are  supposed  to 
be,  250,000  were  tallied  in  Nantucket 
Sound  22  Dec  (a  number  similar  to  the 
C.B.C.  total  in  the  previous  winter). 

Numbers  of  Harle- 
quin Ducks  at  tradi- 
tional locations  in 
Maine,  Massachu- 
setts, and  Rhode 
Island  were  roughly 
normal,  with  a peak 
regional  count  of  104 
at  Rockport  during 
Jan  (JB).  More 
unusual  were  a single 
Harlequin  at  Stam- 
ford, Fairfield,  CT  10 
Jan,  and  another  well 
up  the  Connecticut 
R.  in  Littleton, 
Grafton,  NH  3 Jan  (T. 
MacPherson).  One  of 
only  a handful  of 
inland  records  for  the 
Granite  State.  With 
the  early  and  thor- 
ough freeze,  numbers 
of  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers seemed 
lower  in  inland  areas, 
an  observation  con- 
veniently balanced 
by  slightly  higher  numbers  in  s.  coastal 
areas.  A flock  of  500  Ruddy  Ducks  in  Old 
Saybrook,  Middlesex,  CT  1 Jan  (D.  Sosen- 
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sky)  was  an  impressive  early-winter  total 
for  the  Nutmeg  State. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALODS 

It  was  not  a particularly  interesting  winter 

I for  birds  of  prey.  Lingering  Ospreys 
included  one  well  to  the  n.  on  the  Orono 
C.B.C.  ( Penopscot , ME)  15  Dec,  an  appar- 
ently overwintering  bird  along  the  Nau- 
gatuck R.  in  Waterbury,  CT  (G.  Allen,  m. 
ob.),  and  two  Dec  sightings  in  Massachu- 
setts. The  prolonged  freeze  caused  Bald 
Eagles  to  shift  southward  in  late  Jan,  when 
up  to  80  frequented  the  lower  Connecti- 
cut Valley  in  Connecticut,  and  roughly  50 
were  seen  along  the  Georges  R.  in  Warren, 
Knox , ME  ( fide  D.  Reimer).  Golden  Eagles 
were  also  regular  in  these  two  locations, 
with  4 in  Connecticut  and  one  in  Maine. 
The  Jan  snow  may  also  have  forced 
Rough-legged  Hawks  southward  just  prior 
to  the  eagle  movement.  Numbers  in  e. 
Massachusetts  in  Dec  were  suggestive  of  a 
good  flight  (fide  RH),  and  Jan  numbers  in 
Connecticut  were  also  higher  than  usual 
(fide  GH).  Perhaps  representative  of  this 
population  shift  was  the  change  in  num- 

Ibers  in  Vermont’s  Champlain  Valley:  from 
38  on  24  Dec  to  15  on  12  Jan  (fide  WS). 

Observers  in  Maine  have  noted  a grad- 
ual increase  in  the  number  of  Peregrine 
Falcons  wintering  in  the  state:  there  were 
8 this  season  in  comparison  to  an  average 
of  2 per  winter  for  the  previous  1 1 winters 
(fide JD).  Boston’s  Gyrfalcon  returned  for  a 
2nd  winter,  and  observers  were  able  to 
read  its  band,  revealing  that  it  had  origi- 
nally been  banded  as  a juv.  at  Logan  Air- 
port in  Jan  1998.  Other  Gyrfalcons  were  at 
Grand  Isle,  Grand  Isle , VT  30  Jan  and 
Brunswick,  Sagadahoc,  ME  in  late  Jan. 

Unusual  shorebirds  were  few,  high- 
lighted by  a Greater  Yellowlegs  well  inland 
in  Sheffield,  Berkshire,  MA  1 Jan  (W. 
Cook).  A Spotted  Sandpiper  in  Provi- 
dence, R1  the  next  day  (D.  Finzia,  R.  Far- 
rell) provided  a record-late  date  for  the 
Ocean  State.  As  usual.  Cape  Cod  hosted  a 
few  lingering  Calidris,  including  a White- 
rutnped  Sandpiper  in  Eastham  15  Jan  (W. 
Petersen).  In  nearby  Chatham,  3 Western 
Sandpipers  on  15  Dec  had  dwindled  to 
one  by  6 Jan  (P.  Flood). 

Pomarine  Jaegers  continue  to  set  winter 
records  for  Massachusetts.  Twenty-four 
seen  at  Rockport  12  Dec  (RH)  is  twice  the 
previous  Dec  high.  In  Cape  Cod  Bay,  21 
were  seen  from  Dennis,  Barnstable  26  Dec 
(P.  Flood  et  al.),  with  10  still  present  in  the 
area  4 Jan  (BN).  Winter  gulls  showed  no 
notable  pattern  of  distribution,  with  the 
exception  of  Connecticut,  where  they 
were  viewed  as  more  abundant  than  usual 


(fide  GH).  A bird  described  as  an  ad.  Yel- 
low-legged Gull  was  seen  in  Salisbury, 
Essex,  MA  19  Feb  (RH)  and  awaits  review 
by  M.A.R.C.  In  conjunction  with  the  big 
alcid  flights,  1500  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
were  tallied  at  Rockport  14  Dec  (RH), 
with  another  1260  in  Cape  Cod  Bay  4 Jan 
(m.  ob.).  Two  individuals  of  this  pelagic 
gull  even  made  it  to  Connecticut’s  portion 
of  Long  Island  Sound,  where  the  species  is 
considered  rare  (fide  GH).  A Common 
Tern  barely  made  it  into  the  season  at 
Wellfleet,  Barnstable,  MA  1 Dec  (BN). 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  each 
hosted  2 Forster’s  Terns,  with  the  latest 
being  at  Falmouth,  Barnstable,  MA  11  Jan 
(G.  Tepke). 

Alcid  activity  was  dominated  by  impres- 
sive numbers  of  Razorbills  and  murres 
along  most  of  the  New  England  coast,  but 
smaller  species  also  warrant  mention. 
First  and  foremost  among  the  latter  was  a 
Long-billed  Murrelet  at  Rockport  3 Jan 
(RH),  providing  only  the  2nd  record  for 
Massachusetts  (the  first  was  brought  in  by 
a cat  in  1982).  The  high  count  for  Dovekie 
was  20  at  Eastham  26  Dec,  and  3 Atlantic 
Puffins  made  a high  count  for  the  York 
C.B.C.  in  Maine  16  Dec. 

OWLS  THROUGH  CROWS 

While  3 Barn  Owls  in  Connecticut  and 
one  on  Nantucket  are  relatively  normal  for 
a New  England  winter,  one  in  Vermont  is 
certainly  not.  In  light  of  its  rarity  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  a report  of  a Barn 
Owl  from  Poultny,  Rutland  1 Feb  awaits 
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review  by  the  Vermont  records  committee. 
Among  n.  owls,  Snowy  Owls  staged  one  of 
their  weakest  incursions  in  recent  winters. 
For  example,  the  statewide  total  for  Mass- 
achusetts was  only  6-7  birds,  a number 
often  exceeded  at  Logan  Airport  alone.  A 
single  Northern  Hawk  Owl  briefly  visited 
Sandwich,  Carroll,  NH  29-30  Dec  (R. 
Ridgely,  m.  ob.).  Short-eared  Owls  seemed 
more  abundant  than  usual  in  Maine,  e. 
Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island. 

If  any  taxonomic  group  would  be 
expected  to  suffer  in  a cold  and  snowy 
winter,  it  would  be  the  Trochilidae. 
Nonetheless,  after  a moderate  fall  influx, 
there  were  four  hummingbirds  reported 
among  three  New  England  States  between 
early  Dec  and  mid-Jan.  Three  were  Selas- 
phorus  species,  including  one  at  Bridgewa- 
ter, Plymouth,  MA  1 Dec  (R.  & E Ellis). 
Farthest  n.,  and  last  seen  after  a snow- 
storm, was  a probable  female  Rufous 
Hummingbird  in  Hancock,  Hancock,  ME 
through  3 Dec  (ph.  K.  and  S.  Noddin). 
Lasting  longest  was  a bird  in  Old  Say- 
brook,  CT  through  13  Jan  (ph.  m.  ob.). 
Trumping  all  the  previous  birds  was  Mass- 
achusetts’s and  the  Region’s  first  Calliope 
Hummingbird  at  a feeder  in  Eastham 
through  31  Dec  (J.  Kricher,  A.  Fuller  et 
al.).  The  bird  was  first  detected  in  Nov  but 
not  conclusively  identified  until  later  in 
the  winter,  when  it  was  also  pho- 
tographed. 

Both  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  and  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers  were  more  com- 
mon than  usual.  Noteworthy  totals  of  the 


C*  1 Strong  northeasterly  winds  on  1 2 Dec  gave  Massachusetts  seawatchers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  observe  pelagic 
species  in  large  numbers  close  to  shore.  Shearwaters,  gannets,  jaegers,  and  kittiwakes  have  already  been  men- 
tioned, but  those  groups'  showings  paled  in  comparison  to  the  alcid  flight.  After  the  storm,  numbers  continued  relatively 
high  into  early  January,  and  Razorbills,  like  kittiwakes,  made  it  all  the  way  into  Connecticut  waters. 

The  star  of  the  show  in  e.  Massachusetts  saw  was  Common  Murre,  a species  normally  restricted  to  areas  much  farther 
offshore.  At  Rockport,  a mind-boggling  420  were  counted  12  Dec  (RH),  with  39  on  3 Jan  (RH).  Both  these  totals  eclipse  the 
previous  state  high  count  of  21  from  February  2002.  In  addition,  if  one  considers  the  1800  unidentified  large  alcids  on  12 
Dec,  it  is  possible  that  over  1000  Common  Murres  passed  by  on  that  day.  Other  identified  large  alcids  on  12  Dec  included  14 
Thick-billed  Murres  and  1 1 80  Razorbills  (RH).  Cape  Cod  also  had  its  share  of  large  alcids  on  1 2 Dec,  when  650  Razorbills  and 
800  unidentified  "footballs"  were  seen  from  Dennis  (P.  Flood). 

To  the  north,  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  were  not  without  some  impressive  totals  of  Razorbills,  although  these  were 
not  directly  associated  with  the  1 2 Dec  storm.  In  Maine,  234  were  recorded  on  the  York  C.B.C.  1 6 Dec,  a count  that  also  tal- 
lied 12  Thick-billed  Murres  and  a Common  Murre.  Just  across  the  border  in  New  Hampshire,  42  Razorbills  were  counted  21 
Dec,  with  an  even  more  impressive  total  of  181  on  1 Jan  (both  A.  & B.  Delorey). 

Large  alcids  also  made  a significant  incursion  into  Long  Island  Sound.  At  the  mouth  of  the  sound,  Rhode  Island's  three 
coastal  C.B.C.s  tallied  3 1 8, 1 56,  and  52  Razorbills  in  the  last  third  of  December,  with  good  numbers  continuing  into  January 
and  February  (fide  DE).  Up  to  a dozen  of  these  large  alcids  were  regular  off  e.  Connecticut  through  January,  and  8 made  it 
to  the  state's  extreme  w.  end  at  Greenwich,  Fairfield,  CT  24  Dec.  Thick-billed  Murres  were  less  common  in  both  states,  with 
8 on  the  Napatree  Point  C.B.C.,  Washington,  Rl  22  Dec  and  a single  bird  at  Waterford,  New  London,  CT  4 Jan. 
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former  include  3 in  Rhode  Island  and  6 in 
Connecticut,  while  sapsucker  standouts 
included  3 in  New  Hampshire  and  19  in 
Massachusetts.  A few  Eastern  Phoebes  lin- 
gered despite  the  deep  freeze.  Two  made  it 
at  least  into  mid-Jan  in  Wayland,  Middle- 
sex, MA  and  Richmond, 

Washington,  RI.  Top  honors, 
however,  go  to  a phoebe 
along  the  Connecticut  R.  at 
Bellow’s  Falls,  Windsor,  VT 

I 

through  at  least  14  Feb  ( fide 
WS).  Last  but  not  least,  a 
Thick-billed  Kingbird  was 
reported  in  Falmouth,  MA  2 
Dec  (1.  Nisbet).  The  bird  was 
never  relocated,  and  the 
M.A.R.C.  was  not  able  to 
accept  the  record  to  species. 

Nonetheless,  the  bird  in  ques- 
tion was  clearly  not  a kingbird 
species  previously  recorded 
in  Massachusetts,  any  of 
which  would  constitute  an 
exceptional  record. 

A few  lingering  Blue- 
headed Vireos  are  normal  for 
early  Dec  in  s.  New  England, 
but  not  so  the  White-eyed 
Vireo  seen  in  W.  Gloucester, 

Essex,  MA  5 Dec  (RH).  There  is  only  one 
later  record  of  this  species  for  Massachu- 
setts. Far  to  the  n.  and  w.,  Gray  Jays  were 
observed  nest-building  at  Victory  Bog, 
Essex,  VT  in  late  Feb,  providing  what  was 
likely  the  first  confirmation  for  the  states 
new  breeding  bird  atlas.  This  record  also 
brings  home  the  fact  that  weather  condi- 
tions that  force  birders  to  consider  tropi- 
cal vacations  are  quite  normal  to  birds  of 
the  boreal  forest.  A Fish  Crow  in  Salem, 
Rockingham,  NH  10  Dec  provided  one  of 
only  a few  winter  records  for  the  state. 

I NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Like  virtually  all  n.  irruptive  species.  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  often  quite  hard 
to  find  over  much  of  the  Region.  Carolina 
Wrens,  on  the  other  hand,  seemed  to  do 
quite  well  despite  the  persistent  sub-zero 
temperatures.  It  appears  that  the  gains 
made  during  the  previous  warm  winters 
were  largely  maintained,  with  reports  (all 
at  feeders)  from  Lancaster  and  Berlin, 
Coos,  NH  and  Millinocket,  Penobscot,  ME. 
The  Eastern  Bluebird,  another  species  that 
has  increased  dramatically  as  a winter  res- 
ident in  the  Region,  reached  record-high 
numbers  in  Maine  (fide  JD).  A Townsends 
Solitaire  was  reported  from  Quabbin  11 
Jan  (M.  Sylvia)  but  without  accompanying 
details.  American  Robins,  like  bluebirds, 
are  becoming  increasingly  common,  espe- 


cially in  the  balmy  s.  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land. There  is  little  better  indication  of 
this  trend  than  a roost  of  18,876  robins  in 
the  Great  Swamp,  Washington , RI  21  Dec. 
Single  Varied  Thrushes  were  reported 
from  Hamden,  New  Haven,  CT  in  late  Jan, 


and  Gilford,  Belknap,  NH  in  late  Feb.  In  a 
season  with  relatively  few  half-hardies,  a 
Gray  Catbird  was  inadvisably  far  n.  in 
Houlton,  Aroostook,  ME  through  14  Jan 
(L.  Little,  fide  JD).  Bohemian  Waxwings 
were  almost  absent,  even  in  their  tradi- 
tional strongholds  of  n.  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire. 

Not  surprisingly,  there  were  relatively 
few  unusual  warblers  this  winter,  but  a 
few  records  stand  out.  These  include  a 
Black-throated  Blue  in  Hanover,  Grafton, 
NH  3 Dec,  and  2 Pine  Warblers  in  nw. 
Vermont.  More  noteworthy  were  two 
holdovers  from  Nov,  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  at  Hammonasset  Beach 
S.P.,  New  Haven,  CT  through  9 Jan,  and  a 
Hooded  Warbler  at  Matunuck,  Washing- 
ton, RI  through  2 Dec.  More  typical  lin- 
gering warblers  included  3 Nashvilles 
and  3 Black-and-whites  in  Dec,  8 
Orange-crowneds  (including  an  above- 
average  2 in  Maine),  and  2 Ovenbirds. 
Two  Western  Tanagers  spent  part  of  the 
winter  in  the  Region.  One  frequented  a 
feeder  in  Portsmouth,  Rockingham,  NH 
from  mid-Dec  through  10  Jan  (ph.,  tn. 
ob.),  and  the  other  was  at  Ninigret 
N.W.R.,  Washington , RI  26  Dec — 18  Jan 
(m.  ob.). 

Unexpected  sparrows  included  a Lark 
Sparrow  was  in  Westerly,  Washington,  RI 
22  Dec  (S.  Mitra);  a wintering  Harris’s 


Sparrow  at  Bloomfield,  Hartford,  CT;  and 
single  wintering  Clay-coloreds  in  New- 
buryport,  MA  and  Stamford,  CT.  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  are  not  regular  winter  visitors  to 
the  Region,  so  a total  of  3 was  unusual. 
Two  were  in  Connecticut  ( fide  GH),  while 
one  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  Cum- 
berland provided  only  the  3rd 
winter  record  for  Maine  in  the 
past  15  years  (fide  JD).  A 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was 
on  Nantucket  2 Dec  (B. 
Vigneau),  with  2 more 

reported  from  Orleans,  Barn- 
stable, MA  in  late  Feb  (fide 
BN).  The  latter  presumably 
appeared  on  the  same 

southerly  flow  that  brought 
an  astoundingly  early  Blue 
Grosbeak  to  Chatham  23  Feb 
0-  Kenneally,  fide  BN).  A Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  was  in 
W.  Bridgewater  MA  3-5  Dec 
(R.  Finch,  m.  ob.).  Baltimore 
Orioles  seemed  more  com- 
mon than  usual,  with  4 in 
Maine,  at  least  8 in  Massachu- 
setts, 2-3  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  one  in  Woodstock,  Wind- 
sor, VT  2 Dec.  Irruptive 
finches  were  almost  nonexistent.  Pine 
Grosbeaks  were  reported  only  from 
Maine,  and  even  then  in  only  three  loca- 
tions. Common  Redpolls  and  Pine  Siskins 
made  it  to  a few  locations  in  s.  New  Eng- 
land and  were  only  slightly  more  common 
in  the  n.  three  states.  Perhaps  farthest 
afield  were  5 Evening  Grosbeaks  in  Guil- 
ford, New  Haven,  CT  13  Jan,  especially 
since  this  species  was  scarce  even  far  to 
the  north. 

EXOTICS 

South-coastal  New  England’s  growing 
population  of  Monk  Parakeets  has  regu- 
larly sent  scattered  individuals  into  Rhode 
Island  and  se.  Massachusetts  in  recent 
years.  This  winter,  one  of  these  hardy 
birds  appears  to  have  crossed  Buzzard’s 
Bay,  after  which  it  was  seen  in  Woods 
Hole,  MA  5 Feb.  Another  parakeet  in  Pel- 
ham, Hillsborough,  NH  6 Jan  is  more  likely 
to  have  been  a local  escapee. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu- 
tors (italics),  and  observers:  Ann  Aversa 
(VT),  Jim  Berry,  David  Deifik  (NH),  Jody 
Despres  (ME),  David  Emerson  (RI), 
Frank  Gardner,  Greg  Hanisek  (CT),  Rick 
Heil,  Seth  Kellogg  (MA),  Derek  Lovitch, 
Ted  Murin,  Blair  Nikula,  Marjorie  Rines 
(MA),  Wayne  Scott  (VT),  William 
Townsend  (ME).  © 


Another  westerner  attempting  to  overwinter  was  this  Western  Tanager  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire  from  middle  December  2002  to  10  January  (here  8 January)  2003,  one  of 
two  Western  Tanagers  in  the  Region  this  season.  Photograph  by  Steve  Mirick. 
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With  snow  already  on  the  ground  in 
most  of  the  Region,  the  first  week 
of  December  brought  still  more. 
Temperatures  moderated  enough  in  mid- 
month for  the  first  weekend  of  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  interval  to  suffer  moderate  to 
heavy  rainfall  in  southern  portions,  while  the 
later  counts  were  plagued  by  yet  more  snow. 
Three  major  storms  and  several  lesser  ones 
kept  the  ground  snow-covered  in  most  of  the 
area,  while  warmer  periods  around  15 
December  and  1 January  produced  an  icy 
crust.  Temperatures  were  generally  cold 
throughout  the  season,  and  frigid  from  mid- 
January  through  February.  Surprisingly, 
despite  the  harsh  winter,  numbers  of  less- 
hardy  species  lingered,  notably  Broad-winged 
Hawk,  American  Avocets,  no  fewer  than 
seven  mid-  and  late-winter  Eastern  Phoebes, 
Tree  Swallows  in  January  and  February,  and  a 
strong  showing  of  Carolina  Wrens. 

Highlights  of  the  season  included  Painted 
Buntings  in  all  three  states;  Pacific  Loons  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey;  Ross’s  Gulls  and 
Northern  Hawk  Owl  in  New  York;  Western 
Grebe,  continuing  Long-billed  Curlew,  and 
Harris’s  Sparrow  in  New  Jersey;  and  Ameri- 
can White  Pelican,  continuing  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird, and  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  in 
Delaware.  Also  noteworthy  were  a strong 
southward  influx  of  alcids,  Varied  Thrushes 
in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  California  Gulls 
and  Gyrfalcons  in  New  York,  and  Western 
Tanagers  in  New  Jersey. 

It  is  with  great  sorrow  that  we  note  here 
the  passing  in  June  2003  of  Sandy  Sherman, 
a veteran  observer  and  contributor  to  these 
pages  whose  accomplishments  as  a field 
ornithologist  were  many  and  varied.  As 
President  of  the  Delaware  Valley  Ornitholog- 
ical Club,  Sandy  brought  both  wit  and  grit  to 
the  job  of  bringing  the  worlds  of  hireling  and 
ornithology  together  across  three  states.  She 
birded  with  passion  and  determination,  and 
she  will  be  missed  by  great  flocks  of  birders 
throughout  the  Region  and  beyond.  Dona- 
tions in  her  memory  may  be  made  to  the 
Cape  May  Bird  Observatory,  c/o  Center  for 
Research  and  Education,  600  Route  47  N, 
Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ  08210  (Attn: 
Kathy  lozzo).  Make  checks  out  to  CMBO, 
with  “Sandy  Sherman  Memorial  Fund”  in  the 
check’s  memo  space. 

Abbreviations:  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay 
Hook  N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  I.R.I.  (Indian  River 
Inlet,  Sussex,  DE);  Manasquan  Inlet  (Mon- 
mouth/Ocean, NJ);  Montauk  Pt.  (Montauk  Pt. 
S.R,  Suffolk,  NY);  Prime  Hook  (Prime  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE);  Sandy  Hook  (Sandy 
Hook  Unit,  Gateway  National  Recreation 
Area,  Monmouth,  NJ). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Pacific  Loons  were  welcome  visitors  to  both 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  One  was  found 
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near  the  village  of  Montauk,  Suffolk,  NY  on 
the  Montauk  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (TWB,  Gail  Ben- 
son, Bob  Shriber)  and  seen  several  times 
there  and  at  Montauk  Pt.  until  28  Dec.  One 
was  found  at  Manasquan  Inlet  26  Dec 
(tDerek  Lovich)  and  what  and  probably  the 
same  individual  reappeared  there  24-25  Feb 
(Alex  Tongas,  FL).  New  York  has  about  10 
accepted  records  for  this  species  and  New 
Jersey  about  a dozen.  Following  relatively 
small  numbers  from  Dec  through  early  Feb, 
reports  of  Red-necked  Grebes  all  the  way  to 
s.  Delaware  began  to  build  rapidly  by  mid- 
Feb,  with  about  60  reported  14-27  Feb  and 
73  on  28  Feb,  prefacing  the  explosion  that 
really  hit  in  early  Mar.  Bill  Purcell  comments 
regarding  New  York’s  Oneida  L.  Basin  that 
"there  was  only  one  Red-necked  Grebe  until 
a late  incursion  after  the  upper  Great  Lakes 

I froze  in  late  Feb.  The  only  comparable  num- 
bers were  from  1994,  under  similar  circum- 
stances.” Seven  Eared  Grebes  in  the  Region 
was  a better  count  than  average,  with  2 at 
Dunkirk,  Erie,  NY  26  Dec  (tBrendan  Klick), 
one  at  Conesus  L.,  Livingston,  NY  1 Jan  (RS, 
Susan  Spahn,  m.  ob.),  one  at  Russell  Station, 
Greece,  NY  11-12  Jan  (KG),  one  near  Mon- 
tauk, Suffolk,  NY  18-25  Jan  (JC  et  ah),  and 
one  at  Beach  Haven,  Ocean,  NJ  3 Feb  (SB, 
LM).  On  30  Dec  only,  a Western  Grebe  vis- 
ited Island  Beach  S.P.,  Ocean,  NJ 
(George  Wenzelburger),  providing 
New  Jersey  with  approximately  its 
15th  record. 

A Manx  and  2 Greater  Shearwa- 
ters were  found  on  a 7 Dec  pelagic 
trip  from  Barnegat  Light,  Ocean, 

NJ  to  the  Hudson  Canyon 
(FONT),  and  a single  very  late 
Greater  was  observed  at  Montauk 
Pt.  28  Dec  (Guy  Tudor).  Northern 
Gannets  were  present  in  large 
numbers  early  in  Dec,  after  which 
most  moved  south.  Peak  counts 
included  1132  at  the  Avalon  Sea 
Watch,  Avalon,  Cape  May,  NJ  6 Dec  and 
2300+  on  the  Montauk  C.B.C.  14  Dec.  An 
American  White  Pelican  discovered  14  Dec 
(Ed  Sigda  et  al.)  and  present  until  11  Feb 
(FR)  was  reported  about  10  times,  mostly  at 
Prime  Hook  and  Port  Mahon,  Kent,  DE.  This 
appears  to  be  the  2nd  midwinter  record  for 
Delaware,  with  the  first  only  two  years  ago. 
Reports  of  7 Brown  Pelicans  (3  in  Delaware 
and  4 in  New  Jersey)  provided  a new  winter 
high  for  the  Region,  though  only  2 more 
than  last  year.  Six  Tricolored  Herons  at  the 
Burtons  1.  causeway  near  l.R.I.  2 Jan  (FR), 
where  one  spent  the  entire  season,  could  be  a 
new  winter  high  for  the  state.  Three  more 
were  reported  in  New  Jersey  and  2 in  New 
York. 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  strong  num- 


bers continued  the  trend  of  recent  years,  with 
25  reported:  10  in  New  York,  11  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  4 in  Delaware.  Ross’s  Geese  were 
also  present  in  good  numbers:  6 were  in 
Delaware,  5 in  New  Jersey,  and  one,  less 
usual  in  upstate  New  York,  at  Fair  Haven, 
Cayuga  8-12  Jan  (tKevin  McGowan,  ph.; 
Tim  Capone).  Reports  of  Richardson’s 
Canada  Geese  continued,  with  8 in  New  York 
and  one  in  New  Jersey.  Four  Brant  with  dark 
bellies  were  also  recorded,  though  the  taxa 
involved  were  not  always  clear.  Up  to  2 in  S. 
Amboy,  Middlesex,  NJ  31  Dec+  (m.  ob.)  were 
reported  as  nigricans,  and  one  at  Floyd  Ben- 
nett Field,  Brooklyn,  NY  26  Jan  was  reported 
as  an  “intermediate-type” (Angus  Wilson, 
Andy  Guthrie).  Last  winter’s  influx  of  Bar- 
nacle Geese,  all  of  unknown  origin,  was 
repeated  this  year,  though  as  few  as  3 birds 
could  have  been  involved  (in  contrast  to 
about  5 last  winter).  One  in  New  York  was 
observed  on  15  Dec  at  Hempstead  L.  S.P., 
Nassau  ( fide  SS)  and  possibly  the  same  indi- 
vidual on  19  Jan  at  Baiting  Hollow,  Suffolk 
( fide  SS).  At  least  2 singles  visited  New  Jer- 
sey at  Oldwick,  Hunterdon  11-12  Dec  (Evan 
Obercian),  Jamesburg,  Middlesex  24-25  Dec 
(in.  ob.),  and  Merrill  Creek  Res.,  Warren 
early  Feb+  (RK  et  al.).  The  Middlesex  bird 
was  undoubtedly  the  same  one  reported 
twice  elsewhere  in  that 
county  in  Nov,  and  one 
or  both  of  the  Hunter- 
don and  Wairen  individ- 
uals could  have  been 
the  same  as  one 
observed  in  Oct  in  Sus- 
sex, NJ.  Trumpeter 
Swans,  some  tagged, 
very  probably  all  from 
Ontario’s  or  possibly 
upstate  New  York’s 
reintroduction  efforts, 
made  their  now-regular 
appearances,  with  19 
along  New  York’s  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Seneca 
L.  shores. 

Nine  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  reported,  4 
each  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  one  in 
Delaware,  about  the  same  number  as  in  the 
past  few  years.  Tufted  Ducks  returned  to 
Rehoboth  Beach,  Sussex  DE  (FR)  and  the 
Shrewsbury  R.  area,  Monmouth,  NJ  (LM)  for 
most  of  the  season;  and  one  visited 
Southampton,  Suffolk,  NY  1 1 Jan  (Jim  Ash, 
Walter  Tomlinson).  More  unusual  were 
individuals  much  farther  n.  in  Essex,  NY  at 
Crown  Pt.  30  Dec  and  3 Jan  (David  Hoag) 
and  at  Port  Kent  11-13  Jan  OR  DR.  Robert 
Wei),  the  first  records  for  New  York's  Adiron- 
dack-Champlain  region.  A total  of  23,700 
Greater  Scaup  on  the  Rochester  C.B.C.  15 
Dec  was  exceptional.  Though  large  flocks 
have  occurred  on  L.  Ontario,  they  have  rarely 
exceeded  10,000.  Sixteen  King  Eiders,  a 


modest  number,  were  scattered  more  widely 
than  usual,  with  6 spread  through  New  York, 
9 in  New  Jersey,  and  one  in  Delaware.  The 
Montauk  C.B.C  yielded  846  Common  Eiders 
on  14  Dec,  a good  count  but  far  from  the 
1996  record  of  12,000.  Also  good  were 
nearly  40  more  scattered  over  the  remainder 
of  the  Region.  Unusual  was  a female  5 Jan  at 
Pt.  Vivian,  Jefferson,  NY  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
R.  (tNick  Leone),  where  it  is  extremely  rare. 
Forty-four  Harlequin  Ducks  were  recorded, 
with  a maximum  of  25  at  Barnegat  Light  S.P., 
Ocean,  NJ  5 Jan  (TB).  Unusual  in  Delaware 
was  an  imm.  male  at  Pea  Patch  I.  14  Dec  (Joel 
Citron)  on  the  Delware  R.  Also  18  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  were  observed,  a good  though 
not  record  total. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Exceptional  were  single  Ospreys  at  Ghent, 
Columbia,  NY  25  Jan  (Carl  & Stepanie 
Specht,/ide  Bill  Cook)  and  at  Prime  Hook  30 
Jan  (Liz  Dumont).  Bull  has  speculated  that 
our  Ospreys  at  this  season  are  wandering 
individuals  that  winter  not  far  south.  This 
speculation  may  apply  here,  though  the  bird 
found  at  Jakes  Landing,  Cumberland,  NJ  25 
Feb  (Jim  Dowdell)  was  most  probably  an 
early  returner.  Increasing  Bald  Eagle  num- 
bers were  remarked  upon  by  many  contribu- 
tors. The  highest  one-day  total  by  an  indi- 
vidual was  120  along  the  Hudson  R.  between 
Croton  Pt.,  Westchester  and  Cold  Spring,  Put- 
nam, NY  20  Jan  (TF).  The  most  unusual  rap- 
tor record  of  the  season  was  a meticulously 
described  imm.  Broad-winged  Hawk  at  Cape 
May  Pt.,  NJ  15  Dec  (tTony  Leukering). 
Broad-winged  Hawks  have  only  very  rarely 
lingered  into  Dec,  even  at  Cape  May,  where 
they  can  be  trapped  by  miles  of  water. 
Golden  Eagles  were  well  represented,  with  49 
reported,  of  which  30  were  from  Dec  at  the 
Franklin  Mt.  Hawk  Watch,  Delaware,  NY. 
Clinton,  NY,  near  the  Canadian  border,  where 
they  are  less  rare  than  in  most  of  the  Region, 
produced  a gray  Gyrfalcon  at  Monty  Bay  12 
Jan  (Gary  Worthington)  and  what  was  prob- 
ably the  same  individual  at  Plattsburgh  30  Jan 
(Daniel  Merkel).  An  imm.  gray  morph  was 
first  found  flying  past  Farley’s  Pt.  on  Cayuga 
L.,  Cayuga,  NY  on  11  Jan  (Wes'Hochachka, 
SK,  Ann  Redelfs)  and  well  described.  This 
individual — and  an  ad.  found  nearby  at  Led- 
yard  25  Jan  (Mike  Anderson  et  al.) — together 
generated  ten  or  more  reports  on  the  e.  side 
of  Cayuga  L.  into  Mar. 

Gerry  Smith  comments  regarding  Gray 
Partridge  in  New  York’s  St.  Lawrence  Region: 
“Despite  ideal  conditions  to  concentrate 
these  birds,  there  were  virtually  none  seen, 
which  suggests  reduced  populations.”  One 
at  Massena,  Jefferson,  NY  1 Dec  was  unusual 
(Marilyn  Badger).  A Sora  at  Turkey  Pt.,  Cum- 
berland, NJ  8 Feb  (Pete  Dunne)  was  a sur- 
prise, as  the  species  is  scarce  even  in  the 


One  of  three  Varied  Thrushes  in  the 
Hudson— Delaware  Region  this 
winter,  this  individual  was  present 
in  Knowlton  Township,  New  Jersey 
13-15  December  2002  and  provided 
the  state  with  its  nineteenth  record. 
Photograph  by  Brian  Hardimann. 
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mildest  winters.  A flock  of  9 cranes  over 
Husted  Landing,  Cumberland,  NJ  29  Dec 
(Sandy  Sherman)  probably  contained  a mix 
of  Sandhill  and  Sandhill  x Common  Crane 
hybrids — the  legacy  of  a single,  escaped 
Common  Crane  that  has  mated  locally  with 
a Sandhill  Crane.  Two  unidentified  cranes 
were  at  Deerfield,  Salem  29  Jan  (Ed  Bruder, 
Jean  Gutsmuth),  and  2,  reported  as  a Com- 
mon and  a Sandhill,  were  at  Harmony,  Cum- 
berland 13  Feb  (Fred  Tetlow).  Most  of  the 
birds  wintering  in  this  area  appear  to  be  of 
hybrid  origin. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Sixty-four  American  Oystercatchers  were  at 
Jones  Beach  S.P.,  Nassau,  NY  8 Dec,  with  one 
remaining  as  late  as  23  Feb  (m.  ob.),  and  a 
high  of  80  was  counted  on  the  mudflats  at 
Absecon  Inlet,  Atlantic,  Nj  26  Jan  (SB,  LM, 
PB).  Numbers  of  oystercatchers  have 
recently  been  regular  in  winter  on  the  s.  New 
Jersey  coast.  Four  American  Avocets  were 
found  at  Bombay  Hook  12  Jan  (AE).  There 
are  at  most  a very  few  midwinter  records  in 
Delaware.  Though  apparently  not  observed 
earlier  in  the  season,  these  were  probably 
very  late  individuals.  Six  others  at  Slaughter 
Beach,  Sussex,  DE  25  Feb  (Robert  Egbert) 
were  returning  on  a normal  date.  Three  Wil- 
lets  found  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C.  at  Wild- 
wood, Cape  May,  NJ  15  Dec  and  30+  found 
on  the  Oceanville  C.B.C.  at  Absecon  Inlet  14 
Dec,  23  of  which  were  still  present  on  2 Feb, 
were  identified  as  of  the  expected  w.  race. 
Two  Willets  were  at  Jones  Inlet,  Nassau,  NY 
10  Dec — 5 Jan  (TWB,  m.  ob.).  Last  fall’s 
Long-billed  Curlew  remained  at  N.  Wild- 
wood, Cape  May,  NJ  through  the  entire  sea- 
son. Three  Marbled  Godwits  were  at 
Absecon  Inlet,  Atlantic,  NJ  1-14  Dec,  with 
one  remaining  until  at  least  2 Feb.  Recently 
this  species  has  wintered  several  times  along 
the  s.  New  Jersey  coast.  The  7 Dec  pelagic 
trip  to  Hudson  Canyon  recorded  200  Red 
Phalaropes  (FONT).  More  interesting,  how- 
ever, were  2 at  Oswego,  NY  10-26  Dec,  the 
first  Dec  report  there  since  1977;  also  noted 
were  one  at  Villas,  Cape  May,  Nj  (George 
Myers,  PEL  et  al.)  and  2-4  at  Cape  May  Pt., 
NJ  18-23  Feb  (m.  ob.). 

A Great  Skua  off  Montauk  Pt.  13  Dec  (HM 
et  al.)  was  unusual  in  inshore  waters  here; 
what  was  probably  the  same  individual  was 
found  resting  on  the  beach  for  about  an  hour 
at  nearby  Hither  Hills  S.E  the  next  day  (Betsy 
McCully,  Joe  Giunta  et  al).  The  bird,  which 
appeared  exhausted,  was  last  seen  flying  w. 
along  the  beach.  Also  a surprise  was  a Para- 
sitic Jaeger  off  Sandy  Hook  31  Dec  (PB),  pos- 
sibly record-late  for  New  Jersey.  A Laughing 
Gull  in  Central  Park,  New  York  City  15  Jan+ 
was  unusual  here  at  this  date  (TF).  Two  ad. 
California  Gulls  rewarded  a diligent  observer 
along  the  Niagara  R.  at  Lewiston,  NY  23  Dec 


r H The  season  featured  a strong  movement  ofaldds  farther  s.  along  the  shore  than  normal.  Following  10  Dovekies  on 
3 the  Hudson  Canyon  pelagic  trip  7 Dec  (FONT),  several  were  reported  from  land.  Two  at  Montauk  Pt.  14  Dec  was  a 
nice  sight,  but  4 reported  on  the  New  Jersey  shore— -singles  on  the  Long  Branch  C.B.C.,  Monmouth  28  Dec  (RR,  TV),  at  Sandy 
Hook  30  Dec  (RK),  in  Deal,  Monmouth  31  Dec  (RR,  TV),  and  farther  s.  at  Cape  May  Pt.  5 Jan  (Richard  Crossley  et  al.)— were 
more  unusual.  Later  in  the  season,  a moribund  individual  was  found  in  Biidgebampton,  Suffolk,  NY  4 Feb  (fide  GF),  and  the 
southernmost  one  appeared  at  i.RJ.  13  Feb  (tDan  Eberly). 

An  oiled  Common  Murre  in  breeding  plumage  washed  up  on  the  beach  at  E.  Quogue,  Suffolk,  NY  (fide  GF,  ph.  HM).  A 
Thick-billed  Murre  was  reported  on  the  Brooklyn,  NY  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (Eric  Salzman,  Valery  Helton).  An  excellent  total  of  891 
Razorbills  was  recorded  on  the  Montauk  C.B.C.,  Suffolk,  NY,  where  they  have  become  common  in  recent  years.  But  astound- 
ing were  1 16  on  the  Bronx-Westchester  C.B.C.  22  Dec.  Many  of  these  were  observed  moving  w.  past  a location  where  on 
the  previous  day  only  the  second  Westckeites  record  was  recorded,  and  23  more  passed  there  on  23  Dec.  Some  50  recorded 
on  three  New  Jersey  C.B.C.s  were  noteworthy.  One  reached  Delaware,  at  I.R.  1. 3 Jan  (Sam  Dyke).  Ten  to  1 5 remained  along 
the  New  Jersey  coast  through  most  of  January,  with  the  last  report  being  of  4 at  Manasquan  Inlet  14  Feb.  A Black  Guille- 
mot on  the  Montauk  C.B.C.  14  Dec  was  outstanding,  but  one  on  the  Long  Branch  C.B.C,  Monmouth,  NJ  (tGlenn  Mahler),  and 
probably  the  same  individual  at  Deal  31  Dec  (RR,  TV),  provided  Mew  Jersey's  9th  record.  Finally,  2 Atlantic  Puffins  on  the 
Hudson  Canyon  pelagic  trip  7 Dee  (FONT)  delighted  participants. 


(tWD).  Though  regular  in  the  Niagara  area, 
California  Gull,  with  fewer  than  10  accepted 
records,  is  still  rare  in  the  state.  Small  num- 
bers of  Thayer’s  Gulls  continue  to  be 
reported,  some  with  details,  all  requiring 
records  committee  review.  First-winter  indi- 
viduals were  reported  at  Perinton,  Monroe, 
NY  9-10  Dec  (Dominic  Sherony)  and  again 
there  20  Dec  (R.  & C.  McKinney,  R.  O’Hara); 
at  Manasquan  Inlet  29  Dec  (tBruce 
McWharter);  at  Buck  Pond,  Greece,  NY  (fj. 
Barry);  and  at  Irondequoit  Bay,  Monroe,  NY 
(TKG,  RS).  A maximum  of  3 of  unspecified 
age  class  was  reported  at  Florence,  Burling- 
ton, NJ  (m.  ob.)  without  details.  The  gulls  of 
the  season,  however,  were  2 Ross’s  Gulls  in 
New  York:  an  ad.  at  Niaraga  Falls  1 Dec  (Ron 
Scovell,  tWD),  the  first  at  this  gull  capital 
since  1995,  and  a first-winter  bird  at  Ironde- 
quoit Bay,  Monroe,  NY  9-13  Jan  (tRS,  m.  ob.). 
There  are  only  six  prior  records  from  New 
York,  only  one  from  New  Jersey  and  one 
from  Delaware  otherwise. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

According  to  a Selbyville,  Sussex,  DE  resi- 
dent, his  mother  has  been  feeding  the  small 
flock  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  there  for 
about  10  years  (per  Larry  Graff).  If  this  story 
is  accurate,  then  these  birds  are  probably  of 
local  captive  origin,  rather  than  from  the 
Bahamian  introduction.  Last  season’s  White- 
winged  Dove  in  W.  Cape  May,  NJ  remained 
until  4 Dec  (Sheila  Lego,  Marlene  Mur- 
gitroyde).  A well-publicized  Northern  Hawk 
Owl  in  Root,  Montgomery,  NY  18  Jan+  (Ellen 
& Chuck  Kieweg,  m.  ob.,  ph.)  lured  many 
observers  outdoors  into  the  cold.  This  was 
the  5th  confirmed  record  for  New  York’s 
Hudson-Mohawk  Region.  In  Delaware,  last 
season’s  Rufous  Hummingbird  at  Milton, 
Sussex  remained  until  3 Dec  (Sally  Fintel), 
and  the  Allen’s  Hummingbird  at  Woodland 
Beach  Wildlife  Area,  Kent  remained  until  1 
Dec  (FR).  Last  winter’s  incursion  of  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  did  not  repeat  itself. 
Only  13  were  reported,  4 of  them  on  the  E. 


Orange  County  C.B.C.,  NY  14  Dec.  The 
number  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  | 

recorded  on  C.B.C.s  approached  that  for 
Downy.  About  500  were  counted  on  Long 
Island  alone!  The  one-day  peak  count  of 
Black-backed  Woodpeckers  was  4,  on  the 
Saranac  L.  C.B.C.,  Franklin,  NY,  with  scat- 
tered other  reports  from  the  usual  places. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWIMGS 

Despite  the  cold  and  snowy  conditions,  no 
fewer  than  7 Eastern  Phoebes  were  observed 
in  Jan  and  Feb.  One  at  Elbridge,  Onondaga, 

NY  1 Jan  (Lois  Needham)  provided  the  4th 
winter  record  for  the  Oneida  L.  Basin. 
Reports  in  Feb  included  one  at  Riverdale, 
Bronx,  NY  3 Feb  and  one  in  Varick,  Seneca, 

NY  9 Feb  (Bob  Guthrie,  Leona  Lauster).  Last 
season’s  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  remained  at 
Two  Mile  Beach,  Cape  May,  NJ  until  2 Dec 
(Chris  Vogel).  A Western  Kingbird  remained 
on  Staten  I.,  NY  until  2 Dec,  while  another 
stayed  in  W.  Cape  May,  Nj  until  27  Dec  (CS, 
m.  ob.).  Several  observers  commented  on 
the  low  number  of  Northern  Shrikes.  Only 
43  were  reported,  somewhat  below  average. 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  on  the  Seaford-Nanti- 
cote  C.B.C.,  Sussex,  DE  4 Jan  provided  only 
the  2nd  count  record.  Very  rare  away  from 
its  Adirondack  haunts,  a Gray  Jay  at  a feeder 
in  Lewisville,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  (tMarilyn 
Badger)  was  convincingly  described,  and  a 
New  York  record  high  of  17  came  from  the 
Saranac  L.  C.B.C.,  Franklin  28  Dec.  Some 
reporters  commented  on  reduced  numbers  of 
American  Crows,  but  various  factors  pre- 
vented establishing  a firm  connection  to 
West  Nile  virus.  A count  of  1000  Fish  Crows 
at  the  Cherry  I.  Landfill,  New  Castle,  DE  18 
Jan'  (FR)  was  good,  even  at  this  site,  which 
often  hosts  large  numbers  in  winter. 

Three  hundred  Tree  Swallows  were  sit- 
ting on  the  beach  during  the  Rehoboth 
C.B.C.,  Sussex,  DE  28  Dec  (AE,  Sandy  Roe), 
perhaps  driven  there  by  severe  weather  to 
the  state’s  north.  About  45  remained  into 
early  Jan  near  Cape  May,  NJ  and  4 until  24 
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Feb  at  Slaughter  Beach,  Sussex,  DE. 
Unprecedented  was  a single  individual  in 
extreme  n.  New  York  at  Ausable  Pt.  W.M.A., 
Clinton  16  Feb  (DR)  following  a -20°  F 
night.  The  official  high  at  Plattsburgh  that 
day  was  -2°  F.  The  last  Cave  Swallow 
departed  the  Cape  May,  NJ  area  2 Dec 
(Michael  O’Brien).  While  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  almost  absent  from  most 
of  the  Region,  the  Saranac  L.  C.B.C., 
Franklin,  NY  28  Dec  recorded  an  excellent 
total  of  136.  Twenty  Winter  Wrens  on  the 
Moorestown  C.B.C.,  Burlington,  NJ  22  Dec 
provided  a new  count  record.  Very  rare  n. 
of  s.  Texas  in  Dec,  a Wood  Thrush  remained 
in  Central  Park,  New  York  City  until  15  Dec 
(TF),  recorded  on  the  Lower  Hudson  C.B.C. 
Four  Varied  Thrushes  was  an  excellent 
count  this  season:  one  in  Knowlton  Twp., 
Warren,  NJ  13-15  Dec  (Alan  Boyd,  tDennis 
Briede,  Brian  Hardiman,  ph.);  one  at  Had- 
donfield,  Camden,  NJ  28  Jan  (tMarilyn 
Courtney);  one  at  Tuckerton,  NJ  17  Feb 
(Kevin  Des  Roberts);  and  one  at  Ridge,  Suf- 
folk, NY  10-20  Feb  (fide  JC,  Robert  Adarno). 
Ten  Gray  Catbirds  provided  a new  winter 
high  for  New  York’s  Oneida  L.  Basin.  Two 
remained  at  Manlius  Center,  Onondaga  16 
Feb  (David  Wheeler).  A Brown  Thrasher 
through  at  least  9 Feb  was  out  of  place  at 
Black  River,  Jefferson  in  n.  New  York,  a loca- 
tion not  too  far  from  the  n.  limit  of  its  sum- 
mer range.  Last  winter’s  incursion  of 
Bohemian  Waxwings  did  not  repeat  itself. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  a winter  in  which  warblers  were  gener- 
ally scarce,  Nashville  Warblers  made  a good 
showing,  with  5 on  Long  Island,  NY  and  6 
in  the  Cape  May  area.  Open  water  at  the 
Caledonia  Fish  Hatchery,  Livingston,  NY  in 
otherwise  frozen  surroundings  attracted 
60+  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  18  Jan  (DT, 
MD).  Last  season’s  Townsend’s  x Hermit 
Warbler  hybrid  at  Jones  Beach  S.P,  Nassau, 
NY  remained  until  1 Dec.  An  Ovenbird  at 
Montauk  Pt.  26  Jan  (Bobby  Berlingeri  et 
al.)  provided  New  York  with  its  2nd  latest 
record.  A Northern  Waterthrush  at  the 
Caledonia  Fish  Hatchery  15-18  Jan  (DT, 
MD)  may  also  be  the  2nd  latest  New  York 
record.  New  Jersey  was  blessed  with  2 
Western  Tanagers  this  season,  one  at  Erma, 
Cape  May  12-24  Dec  (Bob  Mercer,  Rick 
Mellon,  m.  ob.)  and  one  at  Shark  River 
Hills,  Monmouth  14  Feb+  (Fred  Armstrong, 
Joyce  O’Keefe,  m.  ob.).  These  provide  the 
25th  and  26th  records  for  the  state.  While 
some  parts  of  the  Region  had  few  American 
Tree  Sparrows,  others  had  many,  as  the  high 
total  of  1302  on  the  Ithaca  C.B.C. , Tomp- 
kins, NY  illustrates.  Two  at  Little  Tupper 

L.,  Hamilton,  NY  3 Dec  (Joan  Collins)  and 
one  at  Inlet,  Hamilton,  NY  for  the  season 
(Gary  Lee)  were  both  noteworthy.  Clay- 

colored  Sparrows  were  good  finds  at 
Rhinebeck,  Dutchess,  NY  12  Dec  to  season’s 
end  (Karen  Smith  et  al.)  and  in  the  Queens 
C.B.C  circle,  NY  15-16  Dec  (Seth  Asubel). 
And,  typical  of  recent  winters,  2 Lark  Spar- 
rows were  found,  one  at  Bivalve,  Cumber- 
land, NJ  8 Dec  (David  Freeland)  and  one  at 
Dover,  Kent,  DE  25  Feb  ( fide  AH).  Twenty- 
five  Ipswich  Sparrows  on  the  Cape  Hen- 
lopen-Prime  Hook  C.B.C.,  Sussex  29  Dec 
likely  afforded  a new  Delaware  high  count. 
Three  Grasshopper  Sparrows  on  Long  1. 
C.B.C.s  were  also  noteworthy,  as  New  York 
has  only  a few  previous  winter  records;  one 
remained  at  Montauk  Pt.  through  18  Jan.  A 

Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  Oct+  at  Bombay  Hook 
(Sally  O’Byrne,  Jeff  Gordon)  was  special  in 
Delaware,  where  very  rare.  A well-pho- 
tographed Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Middletown, 
Monmouth,  NJ  4 Jan  (Andrea  Blum)  pro- 
vided the  state  with  its  17th  record. 

Fifty-five  Northern  Cardinals  on  the 
Massena-Cornwall  C.B.C.,  St.  Lawrence, 
NY  21  Dec  suggests  how  well  established 
this  species  is  along  the  St.  Lawrence  R.  A 
flock  of  12  at  Plymouth,  Chenango,  NY  23 
Feb  (Dale  Storms)  provided  a new  county 
high  count.  Three  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  present  in  New  York,  one  at  L. 
Success,  Queens  14  Dec  (Stu  Lipkin);  one 
at  Webster,  Monroe  until  14  Dec  (B.  & E. 
Molyneaux);  and  one  in  the  Bronx  6 Feb 
(Starr  Saphir,  Dorothy  Poole).  Though  by 
no  means  regular  in  winter,  this  species 
has  made  several  appearances  in  New  York 
at  this  season.  A male  Painted  Bunting  vis- 
ited a feeder  at  Parlin,  Middlesex,  NJ  in  Dec 
(ph.  Margaret  Tropp).  Females  or  female- 
plumaged  birds  were  at  Cape  May  7-17 
Dec  (Dave  Hedeen,  Glen  Davis,  m.  ob.),  E. 
Shoreham,  Suffolk,  NY  mid-Dec — late  Feb 
(fide  Paul  Gillen),  and  Ellendale,  Sussex, 
DE  24  Feb+  (Shelly  Smith).  New  Jersey 
has  over  20  records  of  Painted  Bunting, 
New  York  has  30  or  more,  and  Delaware 
about  10.  Single  Dickcissels  visited  Sag 
Harbor,  Suffolk,  NY  17  Jan — 8 Feb  (Bob 
Wilson  et  al.)  and  Plumstead  Twp.,  Ocean, 

NJ  9 Feb  (FL). 

Two  Eastern  Meadowlarks  in  Essex, 
NY — one  each  at  Whallonsburg  in  earlyjan 
(Sally  Smith)  and  at  Essex — provided  the 
county’s  first  two  Jan  records.  The  highest 
count  for  the  species  was  of  17  at  Cape  May 
N.W.R.,  NJ  6 Feb  (CS,  PS).  The  traditional 
flock  of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  at  Texas  Rd.  in 
Leipsic,  Kent,  DE  is  gone.  The  farmer  sold 
his  cattle,  and  the  blackbirds  are  now  only 
sporadic  there.  Elsewhere  in  Delaware,  4 
were  at  Bombay  Hook  6 Jan  (Maurice  Barn- 
hill, Anthony  Gonzon,  Eric  Braun)  and  14 
near  Woodland  Beach  Wildlife  Area,  Kent, 
DE  (ph.  AE,  the  first  state  documentation 
of  this  species  after  49  years  of  almost- 
annual  occurrence  near  Bombay  Hook!). 

With  a maximum  of  49  Purple  Finches  on 
the  Saranac  L.  C.B.C.,  Franklin,  NY  28  Dec, 
this  species  was  one  of  only  two  “winter 
finches”  reported  in  numbers  exceeding  50. 
Though  numbers  of  American  Goldfinch 
were  lower  elsewhere,  the  species  was 
abundant  in  the  Adirondacks,  and  the 
Saranac  L.  C.B.C  recorded  1115.  Evening 
Grosbeak  went  unreported  until  mid-Feb. 

Six  were  seen  at  Northville,  Fulton,  NY  14 

Feb,  and  a peak  of  25  was  noted  at  Saranac 

Inn,  Franklin,  NY  20  Feb. 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface):  Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park, 

New  York  City),  Pete  Bacinski,  Tom  Bailey 
(TB),  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast  Region,  NJ: 
Sandy  Hook  Bird  Observatory,  P.O.  Box  553, 

Ft.  Hancock,  NJ  07732),  Michael  Bochnik 
(Hudson-Delaware,  NY;  86  Empire  St., 
Yonkers,  NY  10704,  Thomas  W.  Burke 
(TWB)  (New  York  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Jim  Clin- 
ton, Willie  D’Anna,  Mike  Davids,  Paul  Dri- 
ver (Lower  Delaware  Valley,  NJ:  915  Melrose 

Ave.,  Elkins  Park,  PA  19027),  A.  P Ednie 
(New  Castle  and  Kent,  DE:  59  Lawson  Ave., 
Claymont,  DE  19703),  Vince  Elia  (South 
Coast  and  Delaware  Bay  Region,  NJ:  CMBO 

R&E  Center,  600  Rt.  47  North,  Cape  May 
Courthouse,  NJ  08120),  Tom  Fiore,  Focus 
on  Nature  Tours  (FONT),  Gini  Frati,  Kevin 
Griffith  (Genesee  Region,  NY:  61  Grandview 

Ln.,  Rochester,  NY  14612),  Armas  Hill  (Bird- 
line  Delaware),  Rich  Kane,  Laurie  Larson, 

Paul  E.  Lehman,  Fred  Lesser,  Linda  Mack, 
Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  Island, 

NY:  12  Round  Pond  Ln.,  Sag  Harbor,  NY 
11963),  Mike  Morgante  (Niagara  Frontier 
Region,  NY:  45  Olney  Dr.,  Amherst,  NY 
14226),  Bill  Ostrander  (Finger  Lakes 
Region,  NY:  80  Westmont  Ave.,  Elmira,  NY 
14904),  Ed  Patten  (Northwestern  Region, 

NJ:  9 Cornfield  Ter.,  Flemington,  NJ  08822), 
John  M.  C.  Peterson  (Adirondack-Cham- 
plain  Region,  NY:  Discovery  Farm,  RR  1,  Box 

230,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932),  Bill  Purcell 
(Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  281  Baum  Rd., 
Hastings,  NY  13076),  Rick  Radis  (Piedmont 
Region,  NJ:  69  Ogden  Ave.,  Rockaway,  NJ 
07866),  Ralph  T.  Waterman  Bird  Club, 
Rochester  Birding  Association,  Frank 
Rohrbacher,  Dana  Rohleder,  Tom  Salo 
(Susquehanna  Region,  NY:  5145  State  High- 
way 51,  W.  Burlington,  NY  13482),  Sy  Schiff 
(Long  Island,  NY:  603  Mead  Ter.,  S.  Hemp- 
stead, NY  11550),  Gerry  Smith  (St. 
Lawrence  Region,  NY:  7940  Seven  by  Nine 

Rd.,  Copenhagen,  NY  13626),  Robert  Spahn 
(Genesee  Ornithological  Society),  Clay  Sut- 
ton, Pat  Sutton  (Cape  May  Bird  Observa- 
tory), Dave  Tetlow,  Tim  Vogel,  Alvin  Wollin 
(Long  Island,  NY:  4 Meadow  Ln.,  Rockville 
Center,  NY  11570),  Will  Yandik  (Hudson- 
Mohawk  Region,  NY:  269  Schneider  Rd., 
Hudson,  NY  12534).  © 
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As  in  regions  to  our  north,  this  El  Nino 
winter  was  uncommonly  cold  and 
snowy,  with  few  breaks  from  the  pre- 
cipitation and  a brief  freeze-over  of  most  of 
Chesapeake  Bay,  a rare  event.  Only  the  outer 
coast  was  spared  heavy  snow  cover  in  Janu- 
ary and  February,  the  product  of  three  major 
storms  and  many  smaller  ones,  all  following 
the  track  of  the  jet  stream,  which  bisected 
the  Region  for  most  of  the  season. 

Certain  ducks  were  widespread  this 
winter,  especially  mergansers  and  Ruddy 
Ducks:  the  former  were  probably  frozen  out 
of  freshwater  areas  to  the  north,  while  the 
latter  have  been  increasing  throughout  as 
winterers  in  the  Region.  It  is  apparent  also 
that  more  observers  are  checking  flocks  of 
migratory  Canada  Geese  for  small-race  birds 
(most,  or  all,  presumably  hutchinsii ) and 
finding  them  to  be  regular  constituents  of 
these  flocks,  in  small  numbers.  Wild 
Turkeys  were  noted  for  their  record-high 
counts  on  dozens  of  Christmas  Bird 
Counts — evidence  that  reintroduction 
efforts  for  the  past  few  decades  have  gained 
momentum.  This  year,  American  Robins  and 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  found  in  impressive 
numbers,  the  flocks  likely  pushed  out  of 
more  northerly  wintering  areas  by  the  harsh 
weather;  the  same  may  be  true  of  Eastern 
Bluebirds,  which  also  posted  several  high 
counts.  Lapland  Longspurs  featured  promi- 
nently this  year,  although  this  species 
became  even  more  conspicuous  later  in  the 
season,  when  snow  cover  became  even  more 
widespread. 

Abbreviations:  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s. 
of  Northampton , VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.W.R.,  Accomack , VA);  Deal  (Deal  Island 
W.M.A.,  Somerset , MD);  Middle  Bay  (Chesa- 
peake Bay  from  Maryland  line  to  Bay 
Bridge);  P.L.S.P.  (Pt.  Lookout  S.P.,  Saint 
Mary’s,  MD);  P.R.N.A.S.  (Patuxent  River 
Naval  Air  Station,  Saint  Mary’s,  MD).  All 
locations  can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Maryland 
except  that  each  Virginia  location  is  men- 
tioned the  first  time  it  is  mentioned  in  the 
text. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

An  Eared  Grebe  found  on  the  Lower  Kent 
C.B.C.  15  Dec  Q-  Gruber)  provides  a first 
record  for  Kent  and  one  of  comparatively  few 
midwinter  records  (compared  to  spring  and 
fall).  Although  a major  Red-necked  Grebe 
invasion  hit  the  Region  in  early  Mar,  records 
in  the  midwinter  season  were  only  slightly 
above  average  (2  in  each  state)  until  mid- 
Feb,  which  brought  single  birds  to  Jug  Bay 
12-14  Feb  (J.  Shenot),  the  Potomac  R.,  MD, 
opposite  Riverbend  Park,  VA  14  Feb  (D. 
Telia  et  al.),  C.B.B.T.  16  Feb  (RLAk,  RLAn), 
P.L.S.P  19  Feb+  (MC,  v.  o.),  Cape  Charles  21 
Feb+  (SCR  et  al.),  Silver  L.,  Rockingham,  VA 
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(CL,  CM),  Hunting  Bay,  VA  28  Feb  (KG), 
and  the  Upper  Occoquan  W.T.R,  VA  28  Feb 
(LC);  multiple  birds  were  4 at  Ft.  McHenry 
14  Feb  (J.  Peters)  and  up  to  9 at  Ocean  City 
Inlet  23  Feb+  0-  Waanders,  P Kline,  SHD). 
Many  more  followed  in  the  first  two  weeks 
of  Mar. 

The  7 Dec  pelagic  trip  off  Virginia  Beach 
tallied  9 Manx  Shearwaters  but  missed 
Northern  Fulmar  (BP  et  al.).  Brown  Pelican 
is  consolidating  the  Middle  Bay  as  a winter- 
ing area.  First  recorded  on  a Maryland 
C.B.C.  just  a few  years  ago,  this  year  it  was 
noted  on  four  (!)  counts.  The  Salisbury 
C.B.C.,  which  includes  portions  of  the 
Lower  Nanticoke  R.,  recorded  the  most, 
with  22  on  22  Dec,  and  Dyke  found  14  still 
at  Cedar  Hill,  Wicomico  15  Jan.  Farther-flung 
ones  appeared  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot  13  Dec 
(JGR),  Sandy  Pt.  S.P.,  Anne  Arundel  28  Dec 
(FS),  Pickering  Cr.,  Talbot  17  Jan  (LR),  and 
P.L.S.P,  where  5 birds  23  Feb  (MC)  conceiv- 
ably could  have  represented  “spring” 
migrants.  Most  outlandish  was  one  28  Dec 
in  the  extreme  n.  Bay  at  Northeast,  Cecil, 
only  the  2nd  county  record;  the  bird  was 
found  dead  7 Jan  (L.  Balascio).  Counts  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bay,  where  the  pelicans  have 
been  regular  winterers  for  more  than  20 
years,  are  also  burgeoning:  the  Little  Creek 
C.B.C.  had  a record  800  on  31  Dec,  along 
with  8000  Double-crested  Cormorants. 
Great  Cormorant  seems  to  be  expanding  its 
range  within  the  Bay  as  well.  The  5 Jan 
Annapolis  C.B.C.,  which  first  recorded  the 
species  only  a little  more  than  a decade  ago, 
had  a new  high  of  38,  one  was  n.  to  Hart  28 


Marshall  J.  Miff 

246  East  16th  Street,  Unit  B 
Costa  Mesa,  California  92627 
(miliff@aol.com) 


Dec  (RFR  et  al.),  and  another  was  inland 
along  the  Wicomico  R.  at  the  Salisbury 
Marina,  Wicomico  25-26  Jan  (C.  Vaughn, 
SHD).  Deal,  Maryland’s  winter  heron  strong- 
hold, held  12  Glossy  Ibis  5 Jan  (MH,  ZB) 
and  6 Tricolored  Herons  13  Feb  (SHD).  The 
Ocean  City  C.B.C.  did  well  on  herons  29 
Dec,  with  9 Tricolored  Herons  (some  contin- 
uing into  Jan  [MH]),  3 Snowy  Egrets  (one 
continuing  4 Jan  [MH,  ZB]),  and  one  Little 
Blue  Heron  on  Assateague.  Exceptional  was 
a Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  on  the  Chin- 
coteague C.B.C.  28  Dec. 

Virginia  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  found  season-long  in  Fauquier  (SH) 
and  12-22  Jan  in  Prince  William  (LC,  SH), 
while  in  Maryland  one  was  at  Piscataway 
Cr.,  Prince  George’s  29  Dec — 30  Jan  (GB, 
GMJ  et  al.),  and  2 were  in  Saint  Mary’s,  MD 
28  Feb  (PC).  A Brant  was  on  inland  Green- 
belt  L,  Prince  George’s  2-28  Dec  ( fide  LS,  FS 
et  al.),  providing  one  of  few  inland  winter 
records  in  Maryland.  Another  Brant  was 
found  in  Faitfax,  VA  7 Dec  (fide  KG).  Single 
Ross’s  Geese  were  near  Lyndhurst  3-5  Dec 
(ph.  AL,  v.  o.)  and  in  the  Augusta,  VA  area  28 
Dec  and  11-16  Jan  (AL),  presumed  to  be  dif- 
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After  sight  reports  in  two  recent  winters,  Clark's  Grebe 
has  been  photographically  documented  in  the  Region. 

This  year,  Don  Schwab  and  Tom  Gwynn  located  a Clark's  Grebe 
at  First  Landing  S.P.  30  Dec  (very  near  the  Dec  2001  sighting), 
obtained  diagnostic  digital  images,  and  were  able  to  alert  oth- 
ers on  the  Little  Creek  C.B.C.  to  watch  for  it  in  waters  to  the  east. 

Later  that  morning,  Day  and  Brinkley  relocated  the  bird  at  the 
Harbormaster  Headquarters  at  Fort  Story,  a U.  S.  Army  facility, 
where  it  was  also  seen  by  David  L.  Hughes  and  Mike  Iwanik 
(who  had  seen  a Clark's  here  on  the  same  day  in  2001)  and 
many  others.  It  was  relocated  here  1 Jan  by  Paul  W.  Sykes, 

Audrey  Whitlock,  and  Robert  L Anderson  and  nicely  videotaped 
by  Anderson,  but  it  was  not  found  thereafter. 

This  represents  the  first  East  Coast  record  of  the  species  doc- 
umented by  photograph.  The  two  previous  Virginia  reports  per- 
tain to  one  seen  at  the  C.B.B.T.  1 1 Feb  2000  (accepted  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Avian  Records  Committee)  and  one  seen  18  & 31  Dec  2001 
in  the  Fort  Story  vicinity.  Presumably,  the  same  individual  has 
been  involved  in  these  reports,  as  the  locations  are  quite  close  to 
each  other,  and  there  are  multiple  examples  of  site  fidelity  in 
wintering  mqmt  Aechmophorus  (e.  g.,  a Western  Grebe  returned  to  Reid  S.P.,  ME,  for  17+  winters).  Less  clear  is  whether 
an  Aechmophorus  seen  from  the  C.B.B.T.  18  Dec  (RLAk)  and  other  reports  from  there  in  the  past  several  years  could  also 
have  pertained  to  this  wandering  Clark's  Grebe.  Although  a number  of  older  records  were  not  differentiated  from  Clark's, 
more  than  100  East  Coast  Aechmophorus  records  have  been  identified  to  species,  and  all  have  proven  (until  now)  to  per- 
tain to  Western,  if  some  have  assumed  that  all  East  Coast  Aechmophorus  not  identified  to  species  must  be  Westerns,  that 
assumption  is  no  longer  safe. 





A first  for  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  any  eastern 
state,  this  adult  Clark's  Grebe  in  basic  plumage 
sported  a brilliant  orangy  bill,  visible  in  videotape 
taken  at  Fart  Story,  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  on  New 
Year's  Day  2003,  the  second  and  final  day  of  its  visit. 
Photograph  from  videotape  by  Robert  L Anderson. 


ferent  birds  and  representing  remarkable  3rd 
and  4th  records  for  this  inland  county.  Other 
inland  Ross’s  were  found  at  Silver  L.  4 Dec 
(CL,  CM),  the  2nd  Rockingham,  VA  record, 
and  Kerr  Res.,  Mecklenberg,  VA  25  Jan  (Liz 
Reed,  J.  Spahr  et  al.).  In  the  past  five  years, 
surprising  numbers  of  inland  Ross’s  Geese 
have  been  found  in  the  Region.  The  species 
is  regular  in  small  numbers  among  Snow 
Goose  flocks  on  Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore 
(five  reports  totalling  7 birds  8 Dec — 6 Jan) 
and  several  locations  in  Virginias  coastal 
plain,  but  these  birds  occur  in  a 1:2000  or 
lower  ratio.  Since  Snow  Goose  is  a rare  sight 
on  the  ground  in  the  Piedmont  and  Moun- 
tains, the  ratio  of  Ross’s  to  Snow  in  the  Pied- 
mont may  be  as  low  as  1:40  or  even  lower. 
Clearly,  it  pays  to  check  the  lone  white  Chen 
among  Canadas. 

Blue-winged  Teal  winters  rarely  in  small 
numbers  on  the  coast  but  is  an  extremely 
rare  bird  in  other  parts  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia in  winter.  Two  were  on  the  RL.S.P 
C.B.C.  22  Dec,  and  one  male  in  the  Pied- 
mont at  Westminster,  Carroll  was  seen  18 
Jan  and  1 Feb  (RFR),  apparently  back  for  its 
2nd  winter.  The  Rock  Run  C.B.C.  recorded 
768  Gadwall  28  Dec,  a very  high  Regional 
count  but  exemplary  of  concentrations  here 
in  recent  years.  Along  with  the  Red-necked 
Grebes,  White-winged  Scoters  seemed  to 
show  up  out  of  place,  though  in  much  lower 
numbers,  with  one  at  L.  Orange,  Orange,  VA 
14  Feb  (G.  Harris)  coinciding  with  the  earli- 
est grebe  arrivals.  Two  on  the  Potomac  R., 
Prince  George’s,  MD  and  one  at  South  Hol- 


ston  L.,  Washington , VA  (R.  Mayhorn),  both 
28  Jan,  preceded  the  grebes.  A Surf  Scoter  on 
L.  Manassas,  Prince  William,  VA  2 Jan  (SH) 
and  a Long-tailed  Duck  at  Centreville,  Fair- 
fax, VA  30  Jan  (LC)  were  also  unusual 
inland,  especially  so  in  mid-winter.  A few 
Harlequin  Ducks  and  Common  Eiders  vis- 
ited the  two  most  regular  Regional  locations 
(C.B.B.T.;  Ocean  City  Inlet),  but  the  only 
King  Eider  was  an  imm.  male  on  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (TMD,  ESB,  in. 
ob.).  More  unusual  were  a male  Common 
Eider  under  the  MD-611  bridge  to 
Assateague  I.  6 Jan  (HH,  JB)  and  the  male 
Harlequin  Duck  that  continued  at  P.L.S.E 
through  the  period.  Poplar  I.  hosted  50-60 
White-winged  Scoters  13  Dec  OCR),  a good 
count  for  the  Middle  Bay.  Extensive  freezing 
of  the  Bay  as  far  s.  as  Kiptopeke,  VA — itself  a 
very  rare  occurrence — produced  impressive 
waterfowl  concentrations  at  Cape  Charles, 
such  as  13,500  Surf  and  6000  Black  Scoters, 
3500  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  and  3100 
Bufflehead  26  Jan  (ESB),  all  of  which  were 
packed  tightly  into  small  cracks  and  “leads” 
in  the  sea  ice;  several  Redhead  during  Jan 
here  were  local  rarities  (TS).  Another  area  of 
waterfowl  concentration  was  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Susquehanna  R.,  Hatford/Cecil,  where  up 
to  5000+  Common  Mergansers  staged  in 
mid-Jan  (C.  Starling,  v.  o.).  Throughout  the 
Region,  C.B.C.s  succeeded  with  mergansers, 
with  numerous  record  high  counts  of  Com- 
mon and  Hooded  Mergansers,  and  with 
coastal  Common  Mergansers  where  there 
typically  are  none.  The  most  noteworthy 


count  must  have  been  the  69  Common  Mer- 
ganser recorded  on  the  28  Dec  Chincoteague 
C.B.C.,  which  typically  misses  this  species. 
Other  species  that  seemed  to  be  present  in 
boom  numbers  were  Ruddy  Duck,  and  in 
some  places,  Lesser  Scaup,  especially  in  Jan 
and  Feb  at  C.B.B.T.,  where  up  to  2000  were 
joined  by  smaller  numbers  of  Greaters 
through  early  Apr  (m.  ob.). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

An  Osprey  at  Roach’s  Run,  VA  11  Feb  (V 
Kitchens  et  al.)  was  quite  possibly  an  early 
returnee,  while  one  at  Tridelphia  Res., 
Howard  13  Dec  (HH)  was  late  for  the  Pied- 
mont. Dyke  had  a dark-morph  Red-tailed 
Hawk  at  Vienna,  Dorchester  23  Dec  (p.  a.). 
Maryland  has  just  eight  previous  reports  of 
dark  Red-taileds,  a morph  restricted  to  the 
w.  subspecies  calurus  and  harlani.  Although 
most  East  Coast  records,  and  especially  most 
birds  with  striking  red  tails,  pertain  to  calu- 
rus, the  only  well-documented  Maryland 
record  of  a dark  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  pho- 
tographed in  Kent  18  Feb  1996,  a bird  that 
had  a red  tail  but  prominent  white  streaks  on 
the  breast,  a coloration  suggesting  a calu- 
rus/harlan i intergrade.  It  is  important  to  doc- 
ument birds  of  this  type  in  the  Region  with 
photographs  if  possible.  Although  the  fall 
migration  of  the  species  was  unremarkable, 
Northern  Goshawks  turned  up  in  a number 
of  locations  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  espe- 
cially on  the  Piedmont,  with  about  10 
reports;  2 in  the  Salisbury,  Wicomico  area 
over  the  winter  represented  an  above-aver- 
age number  for  the  Eastern  Shore.  Rough- 
legged Hawks  and  Golden  Eagles  were 
largely  restricted  to  the  few  regular  Regional 
locations,  with  a handful  of  each  in  out-of- 
place locales. 

Five  Sandhill  Cranes  in  Smythe,  VA  from 
mid-Jan  to  31  Jan  (fide  JWC,  m.  ob.)  pro- 
vided one  of  the  few  Regional  reports  of 
multiple  birds;  reports  of  the  species  have 
increased  markedly  in  the  past  10  years.  Sin- 
gle Common  Moorhens  on  the  Southern 
Dorchester  C.B.C.  31  Dec  and  the  Nanse- 
mond  River  C.B.C.  5 Dec  were  rare  winter 
sights.  A Piping  Plover  at  Eagle’s  Nest 
Campground,  Worcester  24  Jan  (vt.  JLS,  MH, 
EB)  was  the  first  winter  record  for  Maryland 
in  more  than  15  years,  although  they  used  to 
be  regular  in  small  numbers.  Other  interest- 
ing midwinter  shorebirds  for  Maryland  were 
82  Greater  Yellowlegs  on  the  S.  Dorchester 
C.B.C.  31  Dec,  2 Red  Knots  at  Skimmer  I.  5 
Jan  (MH,  ZB),  and  a Marbled  Godwit  at 
Ocean  City  1 Feb  (J-  Bjerke).  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  were  on  the  S.  Dorchester  C.B.C. 
with  39  on  31  Dec,  and  singles  at  Ironshire 
Station  Road  (D&CB)  and  Truitt’s  Landing  6 
Jan  (HH,  JB).  A Purple  Sandpiper  on  the 
EL.S.P  C.B.C.  22  Dec  was  at  an  unusual  site. 
A 13  Dec  0GR)  survey  of  Poplar  1.,  Talbot 
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revealed  40  Sanderlings,  40  Dunlin,  50  Pur- 
ple Sandpipers,  and  3 Least  Sandpipers,  the 
latter  unusual  in  winter.  In  Virginia,  where 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  is  more  regular  (the 
converse  of  the  situation  in  Maryland),  2 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  mixed  with  3 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Cape  Charles  18 
Feb  (ESB).  The  180  Red  Phalaropes  seen  off 
Virginia  Beach  7 Dec  (BP  et  al.)  made  a good 
winter  total;  most  Virginia  pelagic  trips  are 
held  from  late  Jan  to  early  Mar,  when  the 
species  is  not  regularly  found  here.  The 
same  pelagic  trip  yielded  a Pomarine  Jaeger 
and  about  100  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  (BP 
et  al.). 

It’s  hard  to  imagine  a winter  season  in  the 
Region  without  a red-letter  gull  to  report.  A 
first  Regional  record  was  provided  by  the 
well-photographed  ad.  brachyrhynchus  Mew 
Gull  at  the  C.B.B.T.  19  Dec  (p.  a.  tTMD, 
JAM,  ph.  ESB).  Some  have  advocated  split- 
ting this  North  American  subspecies  (for- 
merly called  Short-billed  Gull),  which  is 
most  distinctive  in  its  first  year,  from  the  Old 
World  races.  Although  it  is  found  rarely  but 
regularly  across  the  interior  of  the  continent, 
there  are  few  records  from  the  East  Coast 
proper:  first-winter  birds  10  Oct  1980  and 
28-29  Sep  1981  at  Nantucket,  MA  are  the 
only  accepted  records  to  our  north,  while  an 
accepted  written  description  of  a first-winter 
bird  at  Cape  Point,  Hatteras  1.,  NC  27  Dec 
1983  is  the  only  report  to  our  south.  In  the 
nearer  interior,  there  are  also  records  from 
the  Moses-Saunders  Dam,  NY  4 Oct  1986 
and  29  Nov — 4 Dec  1992,  as  well  as  others 
from  Ontario  and  Quebec.  A number  of  ads. 
in  the  Lams  canus  complex  have 
turned  up  on  the  East  Coast  but 
have  not  been  identified  to  sub- 
species, but  it  seems  surprising 
that  more  East  Coast  records  have 
not  been  proven  to  pertain  to 
brachyrhynchus.  This  winter  con- 
tinued a pattern  from  the  fall,  with 
the  highest  Regional  tally  of  Cali- 
fornia Gulls  ever:  single  ads.  were 
at  the  Prince  William,  VA  landfill  17 
Dec  (TMD),  Hunting  Cr.,  Alexan- 
dria 23  Dec  (KG),  and  Neabsco  Cr., 

Prince  William,  VA  24  Dec — 24  Feb 
(M.  Ribaudo,  v.  o.),  with  some 
duplication  possible,  while  a sec- 
ond-winter bird  was  at  the 
Fauquier,  VA  landfill  20  Dec  (SCR) 
and  single  first-winters  at  C.B.B.T. 

25  Dec  (ph.  ESB;  the  5th  C.B.B.T. 
record)  and  at  Kiptopeke  S.P.  30 
Dec  (tTMD,  SH). 

Apparent  first-winter  Glaucous 
x Herring  Gulls  were  pho- 
tographed at  the  C.B.B.T.  18-28  Dec  (ph. 
ESB,  m.  ob.)  and  the  Prince  William  landfill 
25  Feb  (SCR).  Virginia  Thayer’s  were  an  ad. 
at  the  C.B.B.T.  28  Dec  (R  E.  Lehman,  E. 


Mathers  et  al.,  ph.  YK),  and  first-winter  birds 
at  Neabsco  Cr.  5 Feb  (LC)  and  Prince 
William  landfill  25  Feb  (SCR).  Maryland 
Thayer’s  were  first-winter  birds  at  the  Beulah 
landfill  13  Jan  (MH),  a first  Dorchester 
record,  and  one  at  the  Charles  landfill  fur- 
nished a county  2nd  14  Feb  (ph.  GMJ,  GB). 
An  Iceland  Gull  at  the  latter  location  20  Jan 
(GMJ,  GB)  gave  Charles  its  overdue  first;  4 
other  Icelands  were  in  Maryland,  and  one 
was  in  Virginia.  A handful  of  Glaucous  Gulls 
was  found  in  Maryland  (four  locations)  and 
Virginia  (two  locations).  A high  count  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  came  22  Feb  from 
Virginia  Beach,  mostly  in  the  Sandbridge 
area,  where  Rottenborn  tallied  55  birds. 
Other  good  counts  were  28  on  the  Little 
Creek  C.B.C.  31  Dec  and  37  on  the  Nanse- 
mond  River  C.B.C.  5 Jan.  A concerted  effort 
to  count  the  species  in  s.  Tidewater,  VA  in  all 
its  strongholds  would  easily  produce  100 
birds,  and  probably  200,  provided  several 
off-limits  landfills  could  be  surveyed.  A 
four-year  Larus  at  the  C.B.B.T.  24  Dec  (ph. 
ESB)  could  have  been  either  a hybrid  or 
backcross  or  a Herring  Gull  of  the  race 
vegae,  which  nests  in  Siberia  and  is  regularly 
found  in  w.  Alaska.  This  form  is  elevated  to 
species  status,  L.  vegae , in  some  recent  avi- 
faunal  lists  (as  Siberian  Gull,  split  from  both 
European  Herring  Gull,  L.  argentatus,  and 
American  Herring  Gull,  L.  smithsonianus .) 
Observers  of  unusual  gulls  continue  to 
struggle  with  problems  of  presumed 
hybridization  among  four-year  gulls,  and  the 
C.B.B.T.  bird  may  not  be  identifiable  with 
certainty,  despite  extensive  photographs. 


Early-returning  Laughing  Gulls  were  2 at 
Ocean  City  Inlet  25  Feb  (SHD).  The  only 
Black-headed  Gulls  this  season  were  single 
ads.  at  Ft.  Story  31  Dec  (M.  Iwanik,  DLH) 


and  23  Feb  (DCl)  and  at  Ocean  City  17  Feb 
(SHD).  Maryland’s  Kelp  Gull  remained  a fix- 
ture at  Sandgates,  Saint  Mary’s.  Although 
Black  Skimmer  winters  regularly  in  small 
numbers  in  the  Virginia  Beach  area,  one  on 
the  Wachapreague,  Accomack,  VA  C.B.C.  14 
Dec  was  more  unusual.  A good  alcid  year  to 
the  n.  and  the  s.  of  the  Region  was  scarcely 
noted  here  (until  Mar),  undoubtedly 
because  late-winter  pelagic  trips  were  all 
cancelled.  A Razorbill  remained  at  Ocean 
City  Inlet  25  Feb+  (SHD  et  al),  and  4 were 
at  Ft.  Story,  VA  17  Feb  (DCl),  where  singles 
were  reported  through  the  season.  The  7 Dec 
Virginia  Beach  pelagic  trip  noted  only  9 
Razorbills  but  did  have  an  unidentified 
murre  and  a Thick-billed  Murre  (BP  et  al.); 
there  are  about  19  previous  state  records  for  j 
Thick-billed  Murre,  totaling  about  29  indi- 
viduals. 

OWLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Western  Maryland  has  not  had  a Snowy  Owl 
in  many  years,  so  one  7 Dec  on  Town  Hill  (S.  1 

Sires)  was  welcome,  though  it  stayed  only 
one  day.  Wintering  hummingbirds  this  sea- 
son included  a banded  Rufous/Allen’s  in 
Cape  Charles,  Northampton,  VA  10-12  Dec 
and  a hatch-year  female  Rufous  there  10 
Dec+  (ESB),  banded  12  Dec  (M.  Gustafson, 

B.  Peterjohn).  Other  Rufous  lasted  into  the 
winter  season  in  Virginia  at  Springfield 
(through  at  least  8 Dec),  n.  Arlington 
(through  14  Dec),  Williamsburg,  and  Fin- 
castle.  In  Virginia  Beach,  a Ruby-throated 
and  a Selasphoms  overwintered,  and  as 
many  as  6 other  hummingbirds  were  noted 
at  feeders,  all  unidentified 
(fide  M.  R.  Barrow).  In  Mary- 
land, a Selasphoms  in  Talbot  1- 
15  Dec  (p.  a.;  fide  LR)  was 
reported  as  a Rufous,  while 
another  at  Welcome  early 
Dec — mid-Jan  (ph.  GMJ)  pro- 
vided  a Charles  first.  If  this 
trend  continues,  it  may  no 
longer  be  worthwhile  to  list 
the  specifics  of  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird (or  unidentified 
Selasphoms ) in  the  Region;  it 
is  no  longer  possible  in 
Regions  to  our  south. 

Although  Loggerhead 
Shrike  persists  locally  in  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland  sightings  on  f 

12  Dec  in  Montgomeiy  near 
Darnestown  (D.  Czaplak)  and 

13  Dec  near  Sharpsburg, 
Washington  (WLH)  were  local 
rarities.  The  only  semi-regular 
wintering  site  for  Blue-headed 

Vireo  in  Maryland  has  been  Hickory  Point, 
Worcester,  with  records  from  four  of  12 
recent  C.B.C.s  there.  This  year,  one  found 
there  30  Dec  (MLH)  was  seen  again  25  Jan 


This  Mew  Gull  of  the  American  race  brachyrhynchus  was  photographed  at  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia  19  December  2002,  a third  state  record  for  the  species  but  first 
for  the  subspecies.  Only  a handful  of  records  exist  for  the  East  Coast  for  "Short-billed  Gull," 


and  most  of  those  refer  to  first-winter  birds.  Photograph  by  Edward S.  Brinkley. 
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(MH,  JLS,  EB),  the  first  time  one  has  been 
relocated  later  in  the  winter.  Although  more 
regular  in  Virginia,  2 were  still  surprising  on 
the  Chincoteague  C.B.C.  28  Dec,  moreso  the 
singles  on  the  Manassas  Battlefield  C.B.C.  22 
Dec  and  in  Louisa,  VA  25  Jan  (TMD,  CMS). 
1 A House  Wren  persisted  in  Kent  25  Jan 
(WGE).  The  Ocean  City  C.B.C.  recorded 
134  Tree  Swallows  29  Dec,  and  a few  other 
counts  to  the  s.  had  them  as  well. 

Regional  C.B.C. s consistently  reported 
record-high  counts  of  American  Robin  (e.  g., 
21,507  on  the  Jug  Bay  C.B.C.  15  Dec),  often 
accompanied  by  record  counts  of  Cedar 
Waxwings  as  well  (e.  g.,  3808  Cedar 
Waxwings  on  the  Hopewell  C.B.C.  15  Dec). 
Presumably,  these  birds  were  forced  out  of 
more  northerly  wintering  areas.  Several 
observers  noted  a movement  of  American 
Robins  into  the  Region  in  late  Jan  and  early 
Feb,  probably  mostly  southbound  birds, 
given  the  increasingly  harsh  winter.  A total 
I of  12  Brown  Thrashers  on  Massey  Neck, 

| Kent  21  Feb  (WGE)  was  a good  Feb  count 

I for  so  harsh  a winter.  A Blue-gray  Gnat- 

| catcher  was  at  Dyke  Marsh  31  Dec— 13  Jan 

| (KG  et  al). 

Regular  winterers  on  the  Coastal  Plain,  2 
1 Yellow  Palm  Warblers  at  Remington, 

| Fauquier,  VA  5 Dec  (TMD)  were  unusual  for 

| the  Piedmont,  and  4 others  were  in  Rocking- 

ham 11  Dec  (M.  Shank).  A Nashville  War- 
bler at  Cherry  Hill,  Baltimore  City  28  Dec 
J (R.  Rineer,  D.  Walbeck)  remained  at  least  to 
17  Jan  (K.  E.  Costley).  Black-and-white 
Warblers  turn  up  on  a few  Regional  C.B.C.s 
each  winter;  this  year  the  Little  Creek  C.B.C. 
I 31  Dec  and  the  Nansemond  River  C.B.C.  5 
Jan  each  had  one,  and  Willis  had  one  later  in 
I Suffolk,  VA  23  Jan.  Wilson’s  Warbler  was 

| reported  on  two  dates  at  Dyke  Marsh. 

Painted  Buntings  seen  in  Virginia  Beach, 
i where  rare  but  regular  in  winter,  included  2 
at  a feeder  a block  from  Stumpy  L.  15  Dec+ 
(an  ad.  male  and  a green  bird;  the  latter 
found  dead  by  the  homeowner  in  Jan)  and  2 
others  in  the  e.  part  of  that  city.  Across  the 
Bay  on  Virginia’s  Eastern  Shore,  the  species  is 
considerably  rarer,  but  an  ad.  male  fre- 
quented Cape  Charles  feeders  23  Feb+  (C. 
Bannon;  ph.  SWH,  ESB,  200+  oh.),  for  a Vir- 
ginia Shore  4th.  Maryland  has  just  13 
reports  of  this  species,  so  an  imm.  male 
Painted  Bunting  at  a St.  Michael’s,  Talbot 
feeder  2-16  Dec  (fide  LR,  v.  o.,  vt.  JLS)  con- 
stituted a county  first  and  just  the  2nd  East- 
ern  Shore  report  away  from  coastal  Worcester. 

A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  docu- 
mented at  Flag  Ponds,  Calvert  10  Dec  (vt.  AR) 
may  provide  the  first  midwinter  record  for 
Maryland’s  Western  Shore;  it  was  not  of  sub- 
species subvirgatus.  Checks  of  recently  regular 
wintering  areas  in  coastal  Worcester  failed  to 
find  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  at  the  traditional 
sites  this  winter,  but  one  was  seen  along  a 
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road  through  flooded  salt  marshes  at  cen.  E. 
A.  Vaughn,  Worcester  5 Jan  (p.  a.  MH,  ZB). 
Although  much  progress  has  been  made  in 
understanding  the  wintering  areas  of  this  very 
rare  species  is  Maryland,  the  fact  that  the 
species  may  use  saltmarsh  habitat  suggests 
that  we  will  never  fully  understand  its  range 
in  the  state;  Maryland  has  many  thousands  of 
acres  of  salt  marsh.  Minimal  effort  on  the  Back 
Bay,  VA  C.B.C.  produced  one  28  Dec  (G.  L. 
Armistead  et  al,  ph.  YK).  An  imm.  Harris’s 
Sparrow  at  Manchester  18  Jan+  (p.  a.  Sharon 
Schwimmer,  m.  ob.,  ph.)  was  a 3rd  for  Carroll. 
Fox  Sparrow  numbers  were  exceptional  on 
the  coast  in  Virginia.  Although  most  long- 
time observers  feel  that  it  has  declined 
Regionally,  the  Cape  Charles  C.B.C.had  its 
2nd  best  total  of  258  (previous  high  317  in 
1970;  236  in  1993),  and  Taber  counted  126 
along  the  Colonial  Parkway  in  Williamsburg 
17  Feb,  presumably  birds  pushed  to  roadsides 
by  the  snow  cover.  Several  very  gray  birds 
noted  in  these  groups  suggested  the  w.  form  of 
Red  Fox  Sparrow  zaboria,  but  this  could  not 
be  confirmed.  Fox  Sparrow  counts  in  other 
Regions  were  unremarkable,  and  presumably 
the  concentrating  effect  of  the  Cape  Charles 
peninsula  is  to  blame  for  the  periodic  high 
Fox  Sparrow  counts  (as  with  American 
Woodcock).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
noted  at  Berlin,  Worcester  28  Dec+  (JLS  et  al, 
v.  o.),  with  2 present  4 Jan+  (MH,  ZB,  v.  o.) 
and  on  Virginia  C.B.C.s  21  Dec  (Washington 
Birthplace)  and  5 Jan  (Nansemond  R.).  Ore- 
gon Junto  appeared  twice,  and — as  is  rarely 
the  case  with  this  sometimes  difficult-to-iden- 
tify  form — both  were  well  documented.  Both 
were  females  or  imms.  in  Worcester:  one  at  E. 
A.  Vaughn  28  Dec  (p.  a.,  M.  O’Brien)  and  one 
in  s.  Pocomoke  City  25  Jan  (p.  a.,  vt.  JLS,  MH, 
EB).  Maryland  has  just  five  previous  records 
documented  by  photograph  or  specimen. 

Due  largely  to  the  heavy  snowfall,  birders 
turned  up  a great  number  of  Lapland 
Longspurs  from  all  parts  of  the  Region 
(especially  Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore  and 
Virginia’s  Piedmont),  as  the  birds  were 
pushed  to  roadsides  by  the  snow  cover.  Lap- 
land  Longspur  reports  came  from  at  least  10 
Virginia  counties,  with  the  best  counts  com- 
ing from  Remington,  Fauquier,  VA,  where 
counts  were  as  high  as  46  (SCR)  in  mid-Dec. 
A count  of  34  Snow  Buntings  came  from 
Poplar  I.  13  Dec  (JGR). 

Virginia  did  well  on  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
this  year,  with  a flock  at  Nokesville,  Prince 
William,  VA  4 Dec+  numbering  from  15  to  a 
peak  of  38  on  25  Feb  (TMD),  another  flock 
at  Pungo,  Virginia  Beach,  counted  as  33  on 
28  Dec  (BW,  RLAk),  and  2 in  Northampton, 
VA  27-30  Dec  (TMD  et  al.).  Western  black- 
birds in  Maryland  were  represented  by  a 
Brewer’s  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.  22  Dec  (HH, 
JB)  and  single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  at 
Oak  Grove  Rd.,  Caroline  15  Dec  (GL)  and  on 


the  Rock  Run  C.B.C.  28  Dec.  This  may  have 
been  the  best  recent  year  for  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles: Maryland  had  a minimum  of  6 and  Vir- 
ginia at  least  8,  including  an  ad.  male  in 
alternate  plumage  in  Cape  Charles  1 Dec — 
24  Jan  (J.  & L.  Klingel,  ESB,  ph.  YK). 

The  year  continued  to  be  dismal  for  win- 
ter finches,  with  a sprinkling  of  siskins  and 
Purple  Finches  on  C.B.C.s  and  a single 
report  of  Evening  Grosbeak  away  from  the 
mountains:  4 on  the  Kent  C.B.C.  15  Dec. 
Two  Red  Crossbills  on  the  Chincoteague 
C.B.C.  27  Dec,  3 at  a Blacksburg  feeder  in 
early  Feb  ( fide  C.  Kessler),  2 Common  Red- 
polls in  a Tanyard,  Caroline  yard  7 Dec — Jan 
(EE),  and  a Common  Redpoll  at  a 
Darnestown,  Montgomery  yard  24  Feb  (D. 
Simonson)  represented  the  only  appearances 
by  those  species. 

UNDOCUMENTED  REPORTS 

A high  level  of  documentation  is  in  order  for 
some  rarely-seen  species  or  subspecies,  thus 
1 was  not  able  to  include  the  following:  an 
apparent  Trumpeter  Swan  near  Nokesville  in 
Prince  William,  VA  11-20  Jan;  a Sterna  tern 
on  the  Elkton  C.B.C.  29  Dec;  Northern 
(Red-shafted)  Flicker  at  Blackwater  N.W.R., 
Dorchester  23  Feb;  single  Oregon  Juncos  at 
-Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s  and  on  The 
Plains,  VA  C.B.C.;  and  Black-capped  Chick- 
adee at  Loch  Raven  Res.,  Baltimore  21  Dec. 
These  will  be  included  in  future  Addenda  if 
accepted  by  states’  records  committees. 

Observers  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Robert  L.  Ake,  Robert  L.  Anderson,  Henry  T. 
Armistead,  Zach  Baer,  Debbie  Bennett  (Car- 
oline, P.O.  Box  404,  Denton,  MD  21625),  Ed 
Boyd,  Gwen  Brewer,  Jim  Brighton,  Edward  S. 
Brinkley,  Carol  & Don  Broderick  (C&rDB), 
Laura  Catterton,  David  Clark  (DC1),  J.  Wal- 
lace Coffey,  Patty  Craig  (Saint  Mary’s,  RO. 
Box  84,  Lexington  Park,  MD  20653),  Marty 
Cribb,  Todd  M.  Day,  Samuel  H.  Dyke,  Walter 
G.  Ellison,  Kurt  Gaskill,  Tom  Gwynne,  Matt 
Hafner,  Steven  W.  Hairfield,  Sue  Heath,  Mark 
L.  Hoffman,  Hans  Holbrook,  David  L. 
Hughes,  George  M.  Jett,  Yann  Kolbeinsson, 
Allen  Larner,  Yulee  Lamer  (Augusta,  VA, 
1500  North  Coalter  St.  E-6,  Staunton,  VA 
24401),  Larry  Lynch,  Cheryl  Lyon,  Clair 
Mellinger,  Alex  Merritt,  Brian  Patteson, 
Helen  A.  Patton  (Montgomery,  429  Hamilton 
Ave.,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20901  <helen@dat- 
aprompt.com>),  Elizabeth  Pitney 
(Wicomico,  7218  Walston  Switch  Rd.,  Par- 
sonsburg,  MD  21849),  Jan  G.  Reese,  Robert 
E Ringler,  Les  Roslund,  Stephen  C.  Rotten- 
born,  Norm  Saunders  (MDOsprey  internet 
group),  Tom  Saunders,  Fred  Schaffer,  Lydia 
Schindler  (Voice  of  the  Naturalist),  Don 
Schwab,  Jo  Solem  (Howard,  10617  Graeloch 
Rd.,  Laurel,  MD  20723),  James  L.  Stasz  (JLS), 
C.  Michael  Stinson,  Les  Willis.  ® 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


The  weather  this  winter  was  consider- 
ably wetter  and  somewhat  colder  than 
last  year.  There  was  at  least  one  big 
ice/snow  event  in  each  of  the  three  months, 
with  the  storm  in  eastern  North  Carolina  23 
January  2003  causing  some  mortality,  espe- 
cially in  wintering  hummingbirds.  With  the 
increased  rainfall,  last  years  drought  condi- 
tions are  but  a memory  in  much  of  the 
Region.  This  winter  produced  some  very 
good  birds,  such  as  Georgia’s  first  docu- 
mented Pacific  Loon,  a Region-first  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  in  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina’s first  Lesser  Nighthawk,  and  Georgia’s 
first  documented  Sage  Thrasher. 

Abbreviations:  B.R.C.  (Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee); C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  Dare,  NC); 
E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Facility, 
Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Huntington  Beach 
State  Park,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper  Lane,  Hen- 
derson, NC);  L.  Matt.  (L.  Mattamuskeet, 
NC);  EL  (Pea  I.  N.W.R.,  Dare,  NC);  S.S.S. 
(Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Inland  Red-throated  Loons  were  found  in 
several  areas  this  winter,  with  the  best  count 
being  of  3 at  L.  Juliette,  Monroe,  GA  1 Dec 
(TJ).  Georgia  had  its  first  well-documented 
Pacific  Loon  at  Plant  Wansley,  Carroll  19 
Dec — mid-Feb  (MB;  m.  ob.).  With  several 
previous  sight  reports  for  the  state,  photo- 
graphs should  place  the  species  on  the  state’s 
official  list.  The  Figure  Eight  L,  NC  area 
again  hosted  the  species,  with  a peak  of  3-4 
there  26  Dec  (DC).  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
reported  sparingly,  mostly  in  North  Car- 
olina, until  late  in  the  season,  when  an  obvi- 
ous influx  occurred.  The  most  southerly 
birds  included  one  on  St.  Catherine’s  L,  GA 
23  Jan  (PS,  MF)  and  2 at  Isle  of  Palms,  SC  27 
Jan  (DFA).  In  North  Carolina,  a Western 
Grebe  was  located  on  L.  Julian,  Buncombe 
14-15  Dec  (TL,  LU;  v.  o.).  Although  there  are 
several  records  for  that  state,  this  bird  was 
the  first  for  the  mountains. 

Seabird  news  included  North  Carolina’s 
3rd  winter  report  of  Sooty  Shearwater,  seen 
from  shore  near  Nags  Head  22  Feb  (ED  et 
al.)  and  Georgias  10th  report  of  Manx 
Shearwater,  with  a good  count  of  6 off 
Savannah  21  Feb  (GB  et  al.).  Manx  Shear- 
waters were  also  seen  from  shore  along 
North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks,  with  at  least 
four  different  Feb  sightings.  American 
White  Pelicans  included  24  at  L.  Matt.  28 
Dec  (WI)  and  over  100  in  the  ACE  Basin 
area  of  South  Carolina  (v.  o.).  Very  rare  in 
winter,  a Least  Bittern  was  a good  find  at 
Savannah  N.W.R.,  SC  18  Jan  (SB).  Only  one 
Reddish  Egret  was  reported  this  winter,  that 
being  on  the  Glynn,  GA  C.B.C.  4 Jan  (fide 
JFl).  Green  Herons  had  a notable  wintering 
presence  early  in  the  season,  with  over  20 
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reports  received  being  received!  The  best 
counts  included  7 on  the  Hilton  Head  I.,  SC 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  NL)  and  6 on  the  Sun 
City-Okatie,  SC  C.B.C.  15  Dec  (fide  HC). 
One  inland  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  29  Dec  (fide 
NB)  was  exceptional. 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  well 
reported,  with  the  best  counts  being  16  at 
Eufaula  N.W.R.  GA  26  Jan  (GK),  12-16  at 
Townville,  SC  from  early  Jan  to  late  Feb  (fide 
SP,  JC  et  at),  and  14  in  Sumter,  GA  19  Jan 
(BD  et  al.).  There  was  also  the  usual  scatter- 
ing of  Ross’s  Geese,  with  the  most  unusual 
being  2 at  Hoop.  24-25  Jan  (WF,  RS)  and  one 
in  Floyd,  GA  27  Jan — 15  Feb  (fide  JFl;  v.  o.). 
Puddle  ducks  were  uneventful,  and  only  one 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  found,  that  being  at  L. 
Matt.  17  Jan  (JR  et  al.).  Diving  ducks  were 
present  in  good  numbers,  highlighted  by  the 
excellent  count  of  179  Greater  Scaup  on  the 
Southport,  NC  C.B.C.  5 Jan  (DC).  Eider 
reports  included  up  to  2 imm.  Kings  at  Ft. 
Fisher,  NC  in  early  Dec  (BS,  AWe,  v.  o.),  5 
Commons  at  Ft.  Fisher  5 Jan  (RD),  and  four 
different  sightings  of  commons  on  the  Outer 
Banks  Jan — Feb  (v.  o.).  A few  Harlequin 
Ducks  were  found  this  winter,  with  2 
females  noted  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  20  Jan 
(DS  et  al.).  Some  noteworthy  inland  water- 
fowl  included  up  to  2 White-winged  Scoters 
at  Carters  L.,  GA  6 Dec — 22  Feb  (JG),  2 
White-wingeds  at  L.  Crabtree,  Wake,  NC  25 


Ricky  Davis 

608  Smallwood  Drive 

Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina  27804 

(RJDNC@aol.com) 


Jan — 2 Feb  (SS,  m.  ob.),  and  4 Long-tailed 
Ducks  at  Plant  Wansley,  GA  27  Jan — 8 Feb 
(fide  TM). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Rarely  observed  in  our  Region,  a dark- 
morph  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  well  seen  near 
Charlotte,  NC  13  Feb  (TP).  Rough-legged 
Hawks  included  singles  at  Alligator  River 
N.W.R. , NC  Dec — Jan  (v.  o.),  Max  Patch, 
Haywood,  NC  31  Dec— 7 Jan  (J&WM,  BO), 
Fountain  Inn,  Greenville,  SC  24  Jan  (PW), 
and  in  Floyd,  GA  24  Jan  and  9 Feb  (DR). 
Always  noteworthy,  Golden  Eagle  reports 
involved  singles  at  Okefenokee,  GA  27  Dec 
(EH  et  al.),  L.  Matt.  17  Jan  (KD),  near  New 
Bern,  NC  18  Jan  (KW),  near  Sparta,  NC  23 
Jan  (HB),  and  near  Charleston,  SC  30  Jan 
(CW).  Merlins  were  reported  widely  inland 
this  winter,  more  so  than  usual.  The  rarely- 
seen  Yellow  Rail  was  found  twice,  with  one 
near  Permuda  L,  Onslow,  NC  28  Dec  (NM) 


2 


189 


Alcids  staged  a rather  impressive  invasion  this  winter.  Razorbills  started  showing  up  in  North  Carolina  in  mid- 
Dec  and  spread  to  Georgia  by  February,  with  36  off  Savannah  21  Feb,  the  5th  state  record  (G.  Beaton  et  al.).  The 
largest  total  reported  was  of  200  from  .P1 12  Feb  (R&PT).  Dovekies,  normally  rare  in  our  Region,  started  appearing  in 
numbers  in  February  in  North  Carolina.  The  best  count  was  of  8 offshore  out  of  Hatteras  15  Feb  (BP  et  al.).  The  best 
onshore  sightings  were  of  3 at  Rodanthe  6 Feb  (JL)  and  P.l.  8 Feb  (NB),  but  there  were  many  singles  seen  at  other  points 
on  the  Outer  Banks.  In  South  Carolina,  where  decidedly  rarer,  a Dovekie  seen  flying  into  Charleston  Harbor  26  Feb  (DFA) 
was  the  first  report  for  that  state  in  decades.  North  Carolina's  second  Black  Guillemot  was  described  well  when  seen  in 
the  surf  at  Kill  Devil  Hills  1 5 Feb  (SBa)  but  not  thereafter.  Another  second  for  North  Carolina  was  the  Long-billed  Mur- 
relet  found  in  the  surf  at  Ft.  Macon,  Atlantic  Beach  15  Dec  (ED,  SF,  TW).  This  bird  was  well  described  but  also  was  not 
relocated  after  its  initial  discovery,  frustrating  many  who  searched  for  it  later.  Inasmuch  as  an  ocean-side  Long-billed 
Murrelet  was  also  noted  among  the  hordes  of  alcids  passing  Massachusetts  this  season,  one  wonders  how  many  Dovekies 
are  critically  identified  as  such,  rather  than  as  "small  alcid  sp.,"  when  too  distant  to  distinguish  aspects  of  plumage. 


and  one  near  L.  Matt.  4 Jan  (fide  KD).  Also 
rare  in  winter,  a Purple  Gallinule  was  a good 
find  on  Skidaway  I.,  GA  1-2  Jan  (RW).  Sand- 
hill Cranes  migrated  through  Georgia  in 
higher  numbers  than  usual,  with  the  best 
one-day  count  being  an  impressive  3200  in 
e.  Cobb  13  Dec  (BD).  They  also  were  found 
farther  e.  than  usual,  with  the  best  total 
being  of  100  near  Weaverville,  Buncombe , 
NC  16  Feb  (NC).  This  flock  easily  provided 
a record  count  for  the  Carolinas! 

Some  noteworthy  counts  of  wintering 
shorebirds  included  19  Wilsons  Plovers  on 
the  St.  Catherine’s  I.,  GA  C.B.C.  14  Dec  ( fide 
EU),  18  Piping  Plovers  on  the  Morehead 
City,  NC  C.B.C.  15  Dec  (fide  JF),  918  Amer- 
ican Oystercatchers  on  the  Charleston,  SC 
C.B.C.  5 Jan  (fide  BCh),  and  75  American 
Avocets  at  L.  Matt.  7 Dec  (RD).  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  found  mostly  in  Georgia,  at 
four  different  sites;  and  in  South  Carolina,  2 
were  on  the  McClellanville  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
(fide  PN).  Rare  inland  were  one  to  2 Marbled 
Godwits  at  L.  Matt,  during  Dec  (RD)  and  3 
Western  Sandpipers  on  the  Augusta,  GA 
C.B.C.  21  Dec  (fide  AW).  A Pectoral  Sand- 
piper at  Sullivans  I.,  SC  16  Feb  (DFA)  was  a 
record-early  spring  migrant.  The  count  of 
937  Red  Phalaropes  off  Savannah,  GA  21 
Feb  (GB  et  al.)  was  most  impressive.  By 
comparison,  only  3 were  found  off  Hatteras, 
NC  15  Feb  (BP  et  al.),  though  many  were 
noted  later  in  Mar,  both  offshore  and  on. 

Great  Skua  was  again  found  off  North 
Carolina,  with  3 seen  on  the  15  Feb  trip  out 
of  Hatteras  (BP  et  al.).  Always  noteworthy, 
one  Franklins  Gull  was  found,  that  being  an 
imm.  at  West  Point  L.,  GA  11  Dec  (WC). 
Little  Gull  reports  were  down,  with  only  3 
from  North  Carolina.  Only  one  Black- 
headed Gull  was  found,  that  being  at  L. 
Matt.  9 Jan  (KD).  This  winters  California 
Gulls  included  ads.  at  C.  Hatt.  17  Feb  (JP  et 
al.)  and  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  23  Feb  (SR  et  al.). 
Thayers  Gull  reports  involved  one  on  the 
Glynn,  GA  C.B.C.  4 Jan  (fide  MC)  and  up  to 
3 at  C.  Hatt.  16  Feb  (DC,  RD ,JP).  Also  at  C. 


Hatt.,  an  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  found 
16  Feb  (DC,  RD,  JP).  Observed  at  close 
range,  sitting  and  in  flight,  the  bird  was  seen 
briefly  before  it  flew  out  over  the  ocean  out 
of  sight.  No  photographs  were  taken,  and 
the  report  is  under  review  by  the  N.C.B.R.C. 
Only  one  Glaucous  Gull  was  reported,  that 
being  at  Sullivans  1.,  SC  26  Feb  (DFA). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

As  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to 
increase,  Com- 
mon Ground- 
Doves  continue  to 
be  harder  to  find, 
a decades-long 
decline  in  the  case 
of  the  latter.  Thus 
encouraging  was 
the  report  of  40 
Common 
Ground-Doves  in 
Sumter,  GA  19  Jan 
(BD  et  al.). 

Unusual  was  a 
Long-eared  Owl 
found  injured  in 
Raleigh,  NC  8 Jan 
(fide  WCo)  and 
taken  to  a rehabil- 
itation center.  A 
few  Northern 

Saw-whet  Owls  were  found,  including  2 on 
the  C.  Hatt.  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (JF  et  al.,  RD)  and 
3 on  Ocracoke  I.,  NC  7-8  Feb  (fide  TP). 
South  Carolina’s  first  and  the  Region’s  2nd 
Lesser  Nighthawk  was  found  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
1-2  Jan  (DCh,  fide  DF).  The  bird  was  seen  by 
Forsythe  and  a few  others  as  late  as  6-7  Jan. 

Wintering  hummingbirds  continued  to 
make  news  in  the  Region.  Ruby-throateds 
were  more  common  along  the  immediate 
coast  than  usual,  and  there  were  once  again 
too  many  Rufous  Hummingbirds  to  men- 
tion. There  were  at  least  9 Black-chinneds 
and  10  Calliopes  reported!  Georgia  had  its 
9th  Allen’s  Hummingbird,  this  time  at 


Though  regular  in  small  numbers  each  year  in  coastal  North  Carolina, 
Pacific  Loon  is  rare  farther  south.  This  one  at  Plant  Wansley,  Georgia 
provided  a first  documented  state  record.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 


Athens  20  Jan  (RTr).  North  Carolina  got  its 
10th  species  of  hummingbird  when  an  imm. 
male  Allen’s  Hummingbird  was  at  a feeder 
in  Manteo  19  Jan  and  remained  on  into 
spring.  The  birds  identity,  however,  was  not 
confirmed  until  it  was  photographed  and 
banded  11  Mar  (SC).  There  were  3 Vermil- 
ion Flycatchers  in  sw.  Georgia  this  winter, 
with  males  at  Albany  28  Dec  (PJ  et  al.),  near 
Americus  4 Jan  (PH),  and  in  Baker  5 Jan 
(JFl,  EH).  Western  Kingbirds  made  a nice 
showing  in  all  three  states,  in  each  case  at  or 
near  the  coast.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
near  Kennesaw  Mt.,  GA  on  the  Marietta 
C.B.C.  22  Dec  (KT  et  al.)  provided  only  the 
4th  winter  report  for  that  state. 

Yellow-throated  Vireos  are  extremely 
rare  anywhere  in  the  Region  during  winter; 
thus  of  interest  were  2 reported  in  Georgia, 
singles  at  Harris  Neck  N.W.R.  21  Dec  (LC) 
and  Eufaula  N.W.R.  26  Jan  (GK).  The  late- 
Nov  invasion  of  Cave  Swallows  peaked  in 
early  Dec.  Several  in  Georgia,  including  one 
netted  and  photographed  at  Wassaw  1.  15 
Dec  (SCa,  PR),  provided  first  documented 
records  for  that  state.  The  peak  total 
reported  was  an  amazing  40  at  Sunset 
Beach,  NC  2 Dec  (RL),  and  the  latest  date 
of  occurrence  was  19  Jan,  when  singles 
were  at  H.B.S.P. 
(PW)  and  Savan- 
nah N.W.R.,  SC 
(RC,  CE).  Geor- 
gia had  its  first 
well-docu- 
mented Sage 
Thrasher  at  the 
Charlie  Elliott 
Wildlife  Center, 
Newton  19-20 
Dec  (ph.  TK,  DV, 
v.  o.).  There  was 
one  previous 
sight  report  for 
that  state,  from 
1934!  Also,  a 
Sprague’s  Pipit 
was  seen  and 
heard  briefly  but 
well  in  Floyd,  GA 
6 Feb  (GB,  MD)  for  about  the  9th  report  for 
that  state.  In  what  must  be  a record  count 
for  the  Region,  more  than  12,000  American 
Pipits  were  tallied  in  one  hour  as  they  flew 
by  Ft.  Moultrie,  SC  23  Jan  (ND)  during  a 
coastal  snow  storm.  Cedar  Waxwings  were 
also  found  at  many  coastal  sites  in  amazing 
numbers.  The  peak  count  was  of  over  5000 
along  North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks  14-18 
Feb  JR  v.  o.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Reports  of  wintering  or  lingering  warblers 
were  up  this  season.  One  of  the  rarest  was 
the  Tennessee  Warbler  in  a yard  in  Marietta, 
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GA  3 Dec — 1 Jan  (B&DZ),  which  provided 
about  the  5th  winter  record  for  that  state. 
There  were  at  least  six  reports  of  Nashville 
Warbler,  with  the  best  count  being  of  2 at 
Ravenel,  SC  11  Jan  (PN  et  al.).  Northern 
Parulas  also  made  a nice  showing,  with  at 
least  seven  reports,  including  2 on  the  L. 
Matt.  Causeway  28  Dec  Oh).  Also  rare  were 
a Yellow  on  Skidaway  I.,  GA  mid-Feb+ 
(RW),  single  Cape  Mays  at  L.  Matt.  28  Dec 
(JL)  and  Wake  Forest,  NC  early  Jan — mid- 
Feb  ( fide  JCo),  a Black-throated  Blue  at  L. 
Matt.  7 Dec — 18  Jan  (RD,  JL,  v.  o.),  a Black- 
throated  Green  at  Beaufort,  NC  19  Jan  (TP  et 
ah),  and  an  American  Redstart  on  the  Savan- 
nah, GA  C.B.C.  5 Jan  ( fide  SCa).  A great  find 
was  the  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  seen 
at  L.  Norman,  NC  5 Jan  (TL),  providing 
about  the  5th  report  for  that  state.  The 
always-noteworthy  Audubon’s  Warbler  was 
seen  well  at  Frisco,  NC  19  Jan  (BPe),  one  of 
only  a handful  of  reports  of  this  w.  form  the 
last  several  years.  Northern  Waterthrush  is 
almost  annual  in  the  Region  winter,  and  the 
peak  count  this  year  was  of  3 at  the  S.S.S.  19 
Feb  (SCa).  There  were  three  Wilson’s  War- 
bler reports,  about  normal;  but  the  seven 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  reports  were  more 
than  normal.  Western  Tanagers  staged  a 
minor  invasion,  with  single  birds  in  Cobb, 
GA  10  Dec — 8 Feb  (fide  JS),  the  ACE  Basin, 
SC  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  PL),  the  C.  Hatt. 
C.B.C.  30  Dec  (RD),  at  a Summerville,  SC 
feeder  28  Jan — 20  Feb  (SH,  m.  ob.),  and  up 
to  2 in  Morehead  City,  NC  26  Dec+  (JF). 

Sparrow  highlights  included  a Clay-col- 
ored on  the  Morehead  City,  NC  C.B.C.  15 
Dec  (J&PWr),  2 Lark  Sparrows  on  the 
Wayne,  NC  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (R&PT,  RD),  and 
a Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  near  Hoop. 
15  Feb+  (MW,  WF,  BO).  This  species  is  prac- 
tically unheard  of  inland  during  winter.  The 
best  Lapland  Longspur 
report  included  an 
impressive  flock  of  28  at 
Hoop.  6 Feb  (WF,  RS),  a 
record-high  mountain 
count.  The  only  Snow 
Bunting  report  was  of  6 
along  the  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  in  Watauga,  NC 
6 Jan  (fide  WCn).  Always 
noteworthy  in  winter, 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  found  in  Georgia, 
with  the  most  interesting 
report  being  3 (one  was 
photographed)  on  Skid- 
away I.  late  Dec — early 
Jan  (RW).  In  North  Car- 
olina, a first-winter  male 
Black-headed  Grosbeak 
was  at  a feeder  in  Eliza- 
beth City  8 Feb+  (SRe,  m. 
ob.),  providing  about  the 


10th  for  that  state.  Rare-in-win- 
ter  Indigo  Buntings  included  2 
on  the  Long  Cane,  SC  C.B.C.  21 
Dec  (SW  et  al.,  LG  et  al.)  and 
one  in  Randolph,  NC  23-29  Dec 
(JLe).  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  found  three  times,  with  a 
female  at  Pee  Dee  N.W.R.,  NC  4 
Jan  (LF),  a male  in  Monroe,  GA 
28  Dec  (EB),  and  an  imm.  at 
Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  12  Jan 
(WC).  Brewer’s  Blackbird 
reports  were  highlighted  by 
some  excellent  numbers  such  as 
233  in  Sumter,  GA  19  Jan  (BD  et 
al.),  29  on  the  Clemson,  SC 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  DL),  and 
20+  at  Pungo,  NC  22  Dec 
(R&SBo).  Baltimore  Orioles 
were  reported  more  frequently 
than  usual,  with  the  best  counts 
being  12  on  the  L.  Matt,  cause- 
way 28  Dec  (JL)  and  over  a 
dozen  at  several  feeders  in  the 
coastal  plain  of  North  Carolina. 
The  only  Red  Crossbill  report  of 
note  involved  10  at  Pine  Log 
W.M.A.,  GA  2 Feb  (B&DZ). 
Winter  finches  were  relatively 
scarce  once  again,  with  a scat- 
tering of  Purple  Finches,  many 
fewer  Pine  Siskins,  and  almost 
no  Evening  Grosbeaks.  The 
report  of  12  Evening  Grosbeaks 
on  the  Jordan  L.,  NC  C.B.C.  was 
almost  unbelievable,  as  the 
species  has  virtually  vanished 
from  most  parts  of  the  Region  in 
recent  years. 

Contributors:  David  E Abbott, 
Scott  Baron  (SCa),  Giff  Beaton, 
________  Eric  Beohm, 


An  alcid  often  numerous  off  North  Carolina's  coasts  but  quite  rare  farther 
south,  this  Razorbill  off  Savannah,  Georgia  21  February  2003  was  one  of  36 
that  day,  only  the  state's  fifth  record!  Photograph  by  Giff  Beaton. 


A long-distance  migrant  once  unthinkable  as  a winter  lingerer, 
this  Tennessee  Warbler  at  Marietta,  Georgia  afforded  the  fifth 
winter  record  for  the  state  3 December  2002  (here  8 December) 

to  1 January  2003.  Photograph  by  Giff  Beaton. 


US 


A Black-headed  Grosbeak  attending  an 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina  feeder  8 
February  2003  (here  14  February)  through 
season's  end  provided  the  state's  tenth 
record.  Photograph  by  Will  Cook. 
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December  was  wetter  than  normal 
throughout  the  Region,  whereas  Janu- 
ary and  February  were  dry  and  rainfall 
amounts  nearer  to  normal.  Days  averaged 
colder  than  in  recent  years.  In  the  Orlando 
area,  temperatures  touched  the  freezing  mark 
at  least  twice  before  23  January,  when  the 
mercury  dipped  into  the  mid-twenties 
Fahrenheit  there,  and  freezing  temperatures 
extended  south  to  Lake  Okeechobee.  Several 
passerines  species  were  reported  in  greater 
numbers  than  normal,  such  as  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers,  Hermit  Thrushes,  Cedar 
Waxwings,  American  Goldfinches,  and  war- 
bler species  such  as  Yellow-throated,  Pine, 
and  Black-and-white.  Two  new  species  were 
reported:  a long-awaited  Mountain  Bluebird 
and  an  unexpected  Eurasian  Kestrel. 


Abbreviations/definitions:  C.P.  (County 
Park);  E.N.P  (Everglades  N.P.);  L.A.R.A.  (L. 
Apopka  Restoration  Area,  Orange);  Lucky 
Hammock  (a  part  of  Frog  Pond  W.M.A., 
Miami-Dade );  report  (any  observation); 
record  (only  those  reports  verifiable  from 
photograph,  videotape,  or  specimen  evi- 
dence). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Fifty-two  Red-throated  Loons  was  a high 
count  for  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin  (DSi,  PB), 
where  they  are  annual.  Along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  2 were  s.  to  Merritt  I.,  Brevard  16  Dec 
(C.B.C.).  One  or  2 Pacific  Loons  were  in 
Franklin  off  Alligator  Pt.  and  Ochlockonee 
Bay  29  Dec — 5 Feb  (JD,  KAn),  and  one  was 
identified  off  Green  Key,  Pasco  2 Jan+  (DP, 
BAh  et  al.).  Absent  from  the  Region  except  in 
Polk  where  they  are  annual  were  up  to  7 Eared 
Grebes  at  phosphate  mines  1 Jan — 25  Feb  and 
one  at  L.  Ariana  16  Jan  (PF  et  al.).  Florida’s 
4th  documented  Western/Clark’s  Grebe  was 
found  off  Ft.  Myers  Beach,  Lee  13-19  Jan  (AW 
et  al.),  where  one  was  photographed  in  Jan 
2001.  A Brown  Booby  was  recorded  off  Stuart, 


Martin  4 Jan  (C.B.C.).  A Great  Cormorant  was 
at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park,  Duval  28  Dec 
(BRi).  Far  n.  on  the  same  date  were  2 Reddish 
Egrets  in  Jacksonville,  Duval  (C.B.C.).  Up  to 
29  American  Flamingos  wintered  at  Snake 
Bight,  E.N.P,  Monroe  (C.B.C.,  v.  o.). 

Eight  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were 
at  Gainesville  15  Dec  (AK),  and  42  were  at 
Alachua  5 Jan  (ES  et  al.).  Four  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  were  in  DeLand,  Volusia  20 
Jan  (MG).  Three  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  at  L.  Jackson,  Leon  11  Jan— 2 Feb  (EW, 
JCa).  Snow  Geese  were  in  low  numbers.  At 
St.  Marks  N.W.R.,  only  2 were  reported  (JD). 
One  of  2 present  since  fall  at  Merritt  I.  N.W.R. 
remained  to  16  Dec,  while  another  at  Ft.  De 
Soto  C.P,  Pinellas  remained  to  13  Dec  (LA). 
At  L.A.R.A.,  2 were  present  2-8  Dec  (HR), 
while  in  Pasco  one  was  found  23  Dec  (CBl, 
KT).  Mute  Swans,  neither  banded  nor 
marked,  appeared  Gulf-side  at  Cedar  Key, 
Levy  9-10  Jan  (JHi,  BW)  and  Crystal  River  (2) 
8 Dec  (C.B.C.).  A Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Merritt 
I.  N.W.R.  remained  from  fall  through  11  Dec 
(TR),  and  up  to  2 were  photographed  at 
Naples,  Collier  19  Dec-i-  (DSu,  CE,  v.  o.).  Port 
Canaveral,  Brevard , a favorite  haunt  of  Com- 
mon Eiders,  was  home  to  a first-year  male  14 
Dec+  (v.  o.).  All  three  scoter  species  appeared 
in  normal  numbers  off  Alligator  Pt.  Else- 
where, Surf  Scoters  wintered  at  L.  Worth, 
Palm  Beach  (2;  BH  et  al),  Lee  25  Nov+  (CE), 
Collier  28  Jan  (5;  TD),  and  Naples,  (one;  v. 
o.).  Up  to  3 White-wingeds  ventured  s.  to 
Pinellas  6-19  Dec  (JFi),  and  5 were  at  Jack- 
sonville 28  Dec  (C.B.C.).  Single  Black  Scoters 
were  s.  to  Pinellas  11-12  Dec  (JFi)  and  Stuart 
4 Jan  (C.B.C.),  while  flocks  of  3 and  5 were  in 
Collier  3-22  Jan  (LLB,  TB  et  al.).  Up  to  2 
Long-tailed  Ducks  remained  at  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.  (JD  et  al).  Elsewhere  Gulf-side,  2 
were  in  Citrus  29  Dec  (TH)  and  one  in  Pinel- 
las 7 Dec  (JFi).  On  the  Atlantic,  one  was  in 
Nassau  31  Dec+  (PL  et  al.),  and  3 were  pho- 
tographed in  Brevard  4 Jan  (C.B.C.).  One 
Common  Goldeneye  was  found  in  the  interior 
of  the  peninsula  at  L.A.R.A.  30  Dec  (HR). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

On  22  Feb,  early  Swallow-tailed  Kites  glided 
over  Polk  mines  (PTi,  CGe)  and  Brandon, 
Hillsborough  (EK).  White-tailed  Kites  were 
reported  from  their  usual  nesting  sites  in 
Pembroke  Pines,  Broward  (v.  o.)  and  at 
Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P.,  Okeechobee 
(B&LC).  One  was  seen  at  E.N.P.  26  Dec  (BPr 
et  al.),  and  another  was  in  Highlands  27  Dec 
(C.B.C.).  An  imm.  Golden  Eagle  was  found 
in  Leon  15  Dec  (GM).  A Harris’s  Hawk  with 
“remnants  of  [a]  tether  on  at  least  one  leg” 
was  seen  at  Bonita  Springs,  Lee  18  Jan  (LLB); 
all  reports  from  the  state  are  presumed  to 
represent  escapees.  Rare  in  winter  n.  of  L. 
Okeechobee,  a Broad-winged  Hawk  win- 
tered at  Ft.  De  Soto  C.P  (LA).  Other  reports 
n.  of  the  Lake  include  one  in  Jacksonville  28 


Dec  (C.B.C.),  2 in  Brevard  4 Jan  (C.B.C.), 
and  one  in  Volusia  21  Dec  (C.B.C.).  North  of 
their  usual  winter  range,  2 Short-tailed 
Hawks  were  near  L.  Wales,  Polk  4 Jan 
(C.B.C.).  An  early  migrant  was  noted  in 
Orange  15  Feb  (LoM).  Also  n.  of  its  usual 
winter  range  was  a Swainsons  Hawk  near 
Kissimmee,  Osceola  4 Jan  (C.B.C.).  A first 
for  the  state,  a female  Eurasian  Kestrel  was 
identified  at  L.A.R.A.  26  Feb+  (HR,  LS,  ph., 
v.  o.),  one  of  very  few  confirmed  records  for 
the  continent. 

Winter  breeding  of  Common  Moorhen  was 
again  reported:  a downy  chick  was  observed 
in  Pinellas  19  Dec  (JFi).  Two  Southern  Lap- 
wings, presumed  escapees  (though  certainly 
spreading  northward  in  Central  America), 
were  a surprise  at  Hague,  Alachua  14  Feb 
(GK).  Single  American  Golden-Plovers  at 
Titusville,  Brevard  7-11  Dec  (JD,  JCa  et  al.), 
Crandon  Park,  Mi ami-Dade  17  Dec  (RD), 
and  L.A.R.A.  19  Jan  (HR)  were  late.  Rare  on 
Florida’s  Atlantic  coast,  2 Snowy  Plovers  were 
at  Jacksonville  28  Dec  (C.B.C.).  A Black- 
necked Stilt  at  L.A.R.A.  26  Feb  (HR)  was 
early.  An  American  Avocet  at  Apalachicola, 
Franklin  21  Dec  (JD,  JM)  was  late.  Solitary 
Sandpipers  were  in  Polk  14  Dec  (PF  et  al.), 
Leon  15  Jan — 1 Feb  (2;  GM),  Pinellas  21  Feb 
(JG),  Palm  Beach  25  Jan,  and  Wakulla  17  Feb 
(BM).  Single  Long-billed  Curlews  win- 
tered in  Brevard  (KAe),  Lee  (BPo),  Palm 
Beach  (BH),  and  Pinellas  (S&MT). 

Four  were  in  Hillsborough  15  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  2 at  Cedar  Key  27  Dec 
(C.B.C.).  Purple  Sandpipers  wintered 
on  their  usual  jetties  at  Ft.  Clinch  pier, 
Nassau  and  Smyrna  Dunes  S.P.,  Volusia 
(v.  o.).  Casual  on  the  Gulf,  one 
appeared  at  Alligator  Pt.  29  Nov-1  Dec 
(TR,  JD  et  al).  Mulrooney  heard  a 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  on  Elliot  Key, 
Miami-Dade  7 Feb  utter  its  “short, 
husky  churt  call,”  and  photographed  2 
of  “dozens”  at  Calusa  Key,  Monroe  30 
Jan.  The  winter  status  of  this  species  in 
North  America  is  poorly  known.  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  early  at 
L.A.R.A.  26  Feb  (HR).  A Curlew  Sand- 
piper was  found  on  the  beach  with 
Dunlin  near  Northwest  Cape,  E.N.P.,  Monroe 
1 Jan  (tDWh  et  al). 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Florida’s  Heermann’s  Gull,  first  reported  in 
Oct  2000,  was  at  Coquina  Beach,  Manatee  22 
Jan  (HN,  fide  DB).  Now  in  fourth-alternate 
plumage,  it  visited  Ft.  De  Soto  C.P.  6 Feb+ 
(LA,  v.  o.).  A Black-headed  Gull  was  in 
Kendall,  Miami-Dade  21  Dec+  (C.B.C. ).  A 
first-basic  Iceland  Gull  was  photographed  at 
Ft.  Clinch,  Nassau  31  Dec  (BRi),  and  single 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  Huguenot  Memorial 
Park  17  & 22  Jan  (BRi,  ph.),  where  the  species 
is  almost  annual.  Florida’s  first  Slaty-backed 


Gull  remained  at  Key  West  through  most  of 
the  period  (JO  et  al.).  Rare  inland,  a Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  remained  at  L.A.R.A.  30 
Dec- — 11  Jan  (HR).  In  recent  years,  Gull-billed 
Terns  have  been  found  in  winter  in  Hernando: 
up  to  3 were  at  Pine  1.  18-26  Jan  (A&BH,  MG, 
JG). 

Two  migrant  White-winged  Doves  lingered 
at  Alligator  Pt.  5-19  Dec  QD,  JM).  A roost  of 
up  to  40  was  discovered  in  e.  Pasco  in  Dec 
(DP,  BAh),  while  others  were  found  farther  n. 
still.  Seven  were  at  Gainesville  15  Dec,  while 
150+  were  nearby  at  Archer  2-25  Jan  (JT). 
Rare  in  winter,  lone  Mangrove  Cuckoos  were 
at  Long  Pine  Key,  E.N.P,  Miami-Dade  18  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  on  two  small  mangrove  keys  in 
Florida  Bay,  Monroe  12  Dec  and  27  Jan  (BM). 
Increasingly  scarce,  Smooth-billed  Anis  were 
at  Darling  N.W.R.,  Lee  7 Dec+  (fide  BAh),  Lox- 
ahatchee  N.W.R.,  Palm  Beach,  and  at  the  Ft. 
Lauderdale  airport  Broward  (v.  o.).  For  the 
2nd  consecutive  year,  there  were  no  reports  of 
Groove-billed  Anis  in  the  Region.  A Short- 
eared Owl  of  the  continental  form  was  seen 
on  the  main  road  near  the  entrance  to  E.N.P, 
Miami-Dade  23  Dec  (KAn),  where  any  form 
of  this  species  is  rare.  Other  singles  were  seen 
at  Merritt  I.  N.W.R.  16  Dec  (C.B.C.)  and  at  St. 
Marks  N.W.R.  11  jan-13  Feb  (v.  o.),  and  up  to 
2 wintered  at  L-A.R.A.  (HR).  Wintering  Lesser 


Nighthawks  were  in  Monroe  (v.  o.),  Palm 
Beach  (BH),  and  Collier  (TD,  v.  o.);  and  a late 
migrant  passed  through  Franklin  26  Dec  QD, 
JM).  An  unidentified  nighthawk  at  Tallahas- 
see 16  Jan  was  a surprise  (RL). 

Wintering  hummingbirds  again  made  news 
in  the  Region,  greatly  aided  by  Bassett’s  band- 
ing efforts.  In  the  Tallahassee  area,  newly- 
banded  hummingbirds  were  21  Ruby- 
throated,  2 Black-chinned,  25  Rufous,  and  2 
Calliope  Hummingbirds.  In  the  Gainesville 
area,  the  total  of  33  hummingbirds  was  com- 
posed of  4 Ruby-throated,  3 Black-chinned, 
an  Archilochus,  4 Rufous,  14  Selasphorus,  and 
7 not  determined  to  genus.  Other  Black- 


chinned  reports  included  singles  at  Riverview, 
Hillsborough  (EK),  Kissimmee,  Osceola 
(C.B.C.),  and  Stuart  (C.B.C.).  Another  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird  was  photographed  at 
Alligator  Pt.  9 Feb  (JD,JM,  JCa). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

I 

Reports  of  Least  Flycatchers  came  from 
Alachua  (JHi,  ES),  Orange  (HR),  Pinellas  (JFi), 

Palm  Beach  (C.B.C.),  Broward  (C.B.C.),  and 
Miami-Dade  (LaM,  PB).  Two  Vermilion  Fly- 
catchers were  in  Alachua  (fide  RR),  and  sin- 
gles returned  to  Palm  Beach  and  Hendry  for  a 
2nd  year  (v.  o.).  Another  Vermilion  remained 
at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  10  Dec — 26  Jan  (v.  o.), 
and  a female  was  at  Harney  Pond  Canal  Recre- 
ation Area,  Glades  7 Feb  (PC).  Ash-throated 

I 

Flycatchers  were  in  Leon  (C.B.C.),  Alachua  (4; 

ES  et  al.),  and  L.A.R.A.  (2;  HR).  Northerly 
reports  of  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  included 
2 in  Seminole  ( fide  LoM)  and  singles  at  Merritt 
I.  N.W.R.  (C.B.C.)  and  Withlacoochee  R.  C.P, 
Pasco  11  Jan  (R&AS).  Brown-crested  Fly- 
catchers were  at  L.A.R.A.  12  Feb  (HR)  and  in 
Miami-Dade:  one  at  Lucky  Hammock  (LA  et 
al.)  and  2 at  Long  Pine  Key,  E.N.P.  (RD,  WG  et 
al.).  A very  late  Eastern  Kingbird  stopped  at 
Corkscrew  Swamp  Sanctuary,  Collier  14  Dec 
(C.B.C.),  while  2 in  Highlands  23  Feb  (MM) 
were  very  early.  A Tropical  Kingbird  spent  its 
2nd  winter  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  (TC 

I 

et  al.).  In  recent  years  Cassin’s 
Kingbird  has  been  annual;  singles 
were  found  in  Orange  (HR)  and 
Miami-Dade  (PB).  The  established 
Western  Kingbird  roost  at  L.A.R.A. 
peaked  at  35  on  21  Dec  (BHA).  At 
L.  Poinsett,  Brevard,  where  West- 
erns have  wintered  for  the  past  four 
years,  a total  of  1 1 was  counted  14 
Jan  (KAe).  The  kingbird  roost  in 
Florida  City,  Miami-Dade  hosted  up 
to  23  (LaM  et  al.),  and  up  to  5 king- 
birds spent  the  season  at  Ft.  De  Soto 
C.P,  a first  in  winter  at  that  location 
(LA).  A Gray  Kingbird  was  pho- 
tographed at  Everglades  City,  Col- 
lier 12  Dec  (DSu).  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  were  reported  n.  to  Bre- 
vard (C.B.C.),  where  the  species  is 
only  casual,  Pasco  (C.B.C.,  v.  o.),  and  Orange, 
with  up  to  3 at  L.A.R.A.  (HR). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  stopped  at  L.A.R.A  16  Dec 
(HR),  and  one  was  at  the  Flamingo  Road 
E.S.L.  Site,  Broward  2-16  Feb  (BRo).  Repre- 
senting rare  verifiable  winter  records  were  the 
Yellow-throated  Vireos  photographed  at  Col- 
lier-Seminole  S.P,  Collier  26  Jan  (TD,  DSu,  v. 
o.)  and  Six  Mile  Cypress  Slough  Preserve,  Lee 
27  Feb  (TZ).  Rare  in  any  season,  a Warbling 
Vireo  was  identified  at  Castellow  Hammock 
Park,  Miami-Dade  19  Jan  (JHB).  Two  Purple 
Martins  were  seen  at  L.A.R.A.  2 Jan  (HR). 

Cave  Swallows  are  resident  in  the  s.  tip  of  the 
peninsula;  elsewhere,  6 were  at  Tallahassee  2 
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A Calliope  Hummingbird  photographed  9 February  2003  at  Alligator  Point, 
Florida  provided  only  the  Region's  fourth  documented  record. 

Photograph  by  Jim  Cavanagh. 
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Dec,  with  another  there  10  Dec  (GM),  5 were 
in  Ft.  Lauderdale  15  Dec  (C.B.C.),  while  on 
14  Dec,  2 were  at  L.  Poinsett  (DSi),  and  one 
was  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  (C.B.C.).  Bam  Swal- 
lows that  tarried  at  Tallahassee  2 Dec  (GM), 
St.  Marks  N.W.R.  14  Dec  (C.B.C.),  and  Merritt 
1.  N.W.R.  16  Dec  may  have  been  migrants, 
while  8 at  Coot  Bay,  E.N.P.,  Monroe  28  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  may  have  wintered.  One  at  Alligator 
Pt.  27  Feb  (JCo)  was  early. 

At  least  one  Brown  Creeper  found  its  way  s. 
to  Gainesville  and  was  seen  14  Dec  and  1 Feb 
(LD,  RR,  Bob  Holt).  In  higher  numbers  than 
usual,  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  penetrated 
the  peninsula  s.  to  Sarasota  (C.B.C. ),  Pinellas 
(JFi),  Marion  (JP),  Orange,  and  Seminole 
(LoM).  A Winter  Wren  at  L.A.R.A.  19  Jan 
(HR)  was  far  south.  Rare  on  intercoastal 
islands,  up  to  4 Eastern  Bluebirds  remained  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  C.P.  from  fall  through  7 Dec  (LA), 
and  3 were  found  at  Merritt  1.  N.W.R.  15  Dec 
(TR).  A first  for  Florida  was  a female  Moun- 
tain Bluebird  at  E.N.R,  Miami-Dadc  18-24 
Dec  (RD,  WG,  et  al.,  ph.  LaM).  A Wood 
Thrush  was  discovered  at  Gainesville  28  Jan 
(DL).  Presumably  pushed  by  the  strong  cold 
front  on  23  Jan,  Hailman  estimated  about 
22,000  American  Robins  flying  s.  over  the 
Loxahatchee  R.  Up  to  2 Spragues  Pipits  win- 
tered at  the  Apalachicola  airport,  Franklin,  a 
rather  reliable  location  for  this  rare  species 
(DWa,  LS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  was  seen  at  Jonathan 
Dickinson  S.R,  Martin  29  Dec  (C.B.C.).  A 
Tennessee  Warbler  lingered  until  8 Dec  in 
Orange  (LoM).  A Nashville  Warbler  at  Ft.  De 
Soto  C.P  3 Dec  (LA)  was  a migrant,  whereas 
singles  in  Pasco  (KT  et  al.),  Broward  (WG, 
MB,  v.  o.),  and  Miami-Dade  (BRo)  remained 
throughout  the  season.  Another  Nashville  was 
found  at  L.A.R.A.  2 & 11  Jan  (HR).  Northern 
Parulas  were  found  n.  to  Alachua  (RR)  and 
Hamilto  n (C.B.C.),  and  early  migrants 
included  4 singing  in  Polk  19  Feb  (PF).  A high 
count  of  Yellow  Warblers,  43,  was  made  on 
the  Key  Largo-Plantation  Key  C.B.C.,  while  at 
least  one  wintered  n.  to  Seminole  (B&LC, 
MG).  Incredible  counts  of  8360  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  and  3120  Palm  Warblers 
came  from  L.A.R.A.  26  Feb  (HR).  One  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  n.  in  Highlands 
(C.B.C.).  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were 
in  greater  numbers  than  usual  (v.  o.),  while  a 
late  Blackpol!  Warbler  lingered  at  Bill 
Baggs/Capc  Florida  S.P,  Miami-Dade  to  11 
Dec  (RD).  Six  Northern  Waterthrushes  win- 
tered at  L.A.R.A.  (HR).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  at  E.N.R,  Monroe  28  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  was  wintering,  but  one  at  Paynes 
Prairie,  Alachua  22  Feb  probably  was  an  early 
migrant  (IS).  Lone  male  Hooded  Warblers 
were  at  Bonner  Park,  Pinellas  27  Dec  (JFi), 
Starkey  Park,  Pasco  2 Jan  (DP,  BAh),  and  Key 


Largo,  Monroe  19  Jan  (BM).  At  least  5 Wilson’s 
Warblers  wintered  in  Leon  ( fide  GM).  Eight 
reports  of  Yellow-breasted  Chats  were 
received  Regionwide  (v.  o.). 

Summer  Tanagers  were  widespread  this 
season,  with  18  individuals  reported  from 
Franklin  to  Monroe  (C.B.C.).  Single  Western 
Tanagers  visited  Bill  Baggs/Cape  Florida  S.R 
28  Dec  (RD)  and  Gainesville  3 Feb  (WD). 
Florida’s  2nd  verified  Green-tailed  Towhee 
was  at  Honeymoon  I.  S.R.A.,  Pinellas  and 
entertained  dozens  of  birders  5 Feb+  (JFo,  EH 
et  al.,  ph.  LS).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
scarce;  reports  were  from  L eon  (RL),  Polk 
(CGe  et  al.),  Orange  (BHA  et  al.),  and 
Miami-Dade  (LA  et  al.).  Lone  Lark  Sparrows 
were  in  Sarasota  14  Dec  and  at  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.  15  Dec  (TC),  while  up  to  5 wintered 
at  Homestead,  Miami-Dade  ( fide  JHB). 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  are  more  widespread  in 
the  Peninsula  than  previously  thought;  sev- 
eral were  banded  this  winter  at  Kissimmee 
Prairie  Preserve  S.P.,  Okeechobee  (PS).  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  reported  from  Liberty 
(LaM),  Wakulla  (LaM,  SM),  and  Alaclma  (BC 
et  al).  More  common  along  the  Atlantic  coast, 
single  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
identified  on  Gulf-side  C.B.C.s  at 
Apalachicola  Bay-St.  Vincent  N.W.R., 
Franklin,  Cedar  Key,  and  St.  Marks  N.W.R. 
(C.B.C.),  while  2 were  found  at  the  s.  tip  of 
the  mainland  at  Coot  Bay,  E.N.P.  (C.B.C.). 
Always  rare,  Fox  Sparrows  were  in  Leon  (4), 
Hamilton,  Alachua,  and  at  L.A.R.A.  5 & 9 Jan 
(HR).  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  widespread  in 
small  numbers  (v.  o.).  An  ad.  Harris’s  Spar- 
row was  found  at  a fish  camp  on  the  St.  Johns 

R. ,  Seminole  28  Dec+  (CP  et  al.,  ph.  BPr).  One 
Lapland  Longspur  remained  at  Huguenot 
Memorial  Park  26  Dec — 26  Feb  (fide  PP). 

Rare  in  winter,  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
was  at  L.A.R.A.  21  Dec  (JB  et  al.).  Up  to  3 Blue 
Grosbeaks  wintered  at  w.  Kendall, 
Miami-Dade  (JHB),  with  5 others  at  L.A.R.A. 
(HR).  A late  Indigo  Bunting  remained  at  a 
Franklin  feeder  through  22  Dec  (JM).  Lone 
Dickcissels  were  found  at  five  sites  (v.  o.).  A 
late  Bobolink  was  at  Lucky  Hammock  7 Dec 
(BRo,  JHB),  while  another  at  Honeymoon  I. 

S. R. A.  21  Feb  (WY)  may  have  wintered. 
Reports  of  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  of 
one  at  Lucky  Hammock  27  Dec  (BAh  et  al.) 
and  4 in  Osceola  4 Jan  (C.B.C.).  Single  Rusty 
Blackbirds  were  detected  as  far  s.  as  Alachua 
(RR),  Hillsborough  (KAn),  and  Seminole 
(BHA).  Reports  of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
included  singles  on  C.B.C.s  in  Hamilton  and 
w.  Pasco  (KT),  2 in  Alachua  ( fide  RR),  and  65 
at  Black  Swamp,  Leon  28  Feb  (GM).  Bronzed 
Cowbirds  wintered  at  the  usual  location  in 
Lakeland,  Polk  (v.  o.),  and  up  to  12  wintered 
at  Naples  ( fide  CE).  One  was  at  L.A.R.A.  21 
Dec  (HR)  and  3 in  Tampa  26  Jan  (DWa,  LS). 
The  only  Bullock’s  Oriole  reported  was  one  at 
L.A.R.A.  22  Jan  (HR). 


House  Finches  continue  to  colonize  the 
cen.  peninsula.  The  2nd  reported  in  Orange 
remained  in  Winter  Park  until  17  Jan  (BHA), 
while  another  2 were  in  different  areas  of 
Orlando  1 Dec  (JC1),  with  another  found 
singing  downtown  7 Feb  (GB).  Elsewhere,  7 
were  reported  in  n.  Lake  (C.B.C.),  3 in  Volusia 
(C.B.C.),  4 in  Pasco  (C.B.C.),  up  to  10  in  Her- 
nando (A&BH),  one  in  Pinellas  (PTr),  and  4 in 
Hillsborough  (C.B.C.).  The  species  continues 
to  increase  in  Polk,  with  11  at  L.  Wales  8 Dec 
(CGe,  PTi)  and  3 at  Lakeland  12  Jan  (CBo). 
Single  Pine  Siskins  were  in  St.  Johns  (JHo), 
Orange  (LoM),  Brevard  (RP),  Hillsborough 
(BAh),  St.  Lucie  (C.B.C.),  and  in  Collier  at 
Corkscrew  Swamp  Sanctuary,  where  one  win- 
tered last  year.  Up  to  3 visited  feeders  in  Val- 
rico,  Hillsborough  (SB,  SG).  Up  to  5 Tricolored 
Munias  were  at  Eco  Pond,  E.N.P.  1-8  Dec 
(DSi,  BRo). 

Corrigendum:  Eleven  is  the  correct  number  of 
Gull-billed  Terns  at  Polk  mines  in  winter 
2001-2002. 
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Everyone  complained  that  it  was  an 
exceptionally  cold  winter,  but  accord- 
ing to  climatologists,  it  was  merely  a 
return  to  normal  after  a series  of  mild  win- 
ters in  the  past  decade.  The  winter  did  get 
more  frigid  as  it  went,  with  February  nine 
degrees  Fahrenheit  colder  than  average  and 
snowfall  up  by  30%  in  southern  Ontario. 
Winter  also  arrived  early,  so  that  lingerers 
past  November  were  relatively  few.  By  win- 
ters end.  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Huron  were 
completely  frozen  over,  and  the  same  could 
almost  be  said  for  Lake  Superior,  with  98% 
ice  cover. 

Abbreviations:  L.O.W.l.  (L.  Ontario  Water- 
fowl  Inventory,  12  Jan  2003);  F E.  Pt. 
(Prince  Edward  Pt.);  Algonquin  (Algonquin 
P.  P);  N.  W.  A.  (National  Wildlife  Area). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A Red-throated  Loon  on  the  Cobourg — Port 
Hope  C.B.C.  was  late,  while  another  was  on 
Toronto’s  Leslie  Spit  26  Dec  (CM).  The  total 
of  5 Horned  Grebes  on  the  Kincardine 
C.B.C.  was  exceptionally  high.  There  were 
only  4 counted  on  the  entire  L.O.W.L  A Red- 
necked Grebe  on  the  Niagara  R.  27  Feb  pre- 
saged the  presence  of  53  there  two  days  later, 
refugees  from  the  icebound  Great  Lakes. 
Others  much  farther  n.  turned  up  in  a field 
near  Pembroke  26  Feb  (DC)  and  on  the  ice 
of  Oudaze  L.,  near  Novar  27  Feb  (B&rJS).  An 
imm.  Northern  Gannet  ranged  from  Hamil- 
ton Harbour  to  nearby  L.  Ontario  1-16  Dec 
(m.  ob.);  another  was  on  the  Pickering  shore 
1 Dec.  The  same  or  another  individual  was 
believed  to  be  a first  for  any  L.  Erie  C.B.C.  at 
the  Nanticoke  Power  Plant  21  Dec  (MS, 
DG).  An  American  Bittern  was  exceptionally 
late  at  the  Big  Creek  N.W.A.  14  Dec  (Di, 
M&AT,  RR).  Ad.  Great  Blue  Herons  are  very 
unusual  in  winter,  so  the  discovery  of  3 at 
Muddy  Cr.,  Pt.  Pelee  area  was  surprising. 
Two  of  these  remained  until  28  Feb+.  A 
Black  Vulture  at  Presqu’ile  R P 1 Dec  (DS) 
was  only  the  4th  for  Northumberland  at  any 
season. 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  are  overwin- 
tering more  often  in  s.  Ontario  in  recent 
years,  as  are  Snow  and  Ross’s  Geese.  There 
were  2 Greater  White-fronteds  at  Cobourg 
Harbour  1-19  Jan  (CG,  m.  ob.).  An  imm. 
was  at  the  Jack  Miner  Sanctuary  near 
Kingsville  29  Dec  (DW,  JM),  and  DW  found 
an  ad.  there  28  Feb.  Yet  another  was  at  the 
Claireville  Conservation  Area  1 Dec  until 
their  little  lake  froze  over  29  Dec  (m.  ob.). 
An  imm.  Ross’s  Goose  was  discovered  on  the 
n.  shore  of  Hamilton  Harbour  12-14  Dec  (RS 
et  al.).  Two  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Sturgeon 
Cr.,  Pelee  area  22  Dec  (AW)  were  record  late 
for  Pelee.  Three  male  Eurasian  Wigeons 
were  at  Erieau  1 Dec  (JB).  The  six  Harlequin 
Duck  reports  were  about  average.  The 
counts  of  24  Black  and  294  White-winged 


Scoters  on  the  Bruce  Pen.  were  both  record 
high  and  may  suggest  a shift  of  these  species 
to  L.  Huron.  Single  male  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes were  at  Hamilton  Harbour  between 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s  Day  (RD  et  al.), 
Wolfe  I.  15  Dec  (GFV,  RDW),  and  Glenora 
9 Feb  (RTS),  and  there  were  also  2 at  P.  E.  Pt. 
15  Jan  (RTS),  as  well  as  the  usual  3 or  more 
at  Ottawa.  The  L.O.W.L  produced  its  3rd 
highest  waterfowl  count  ever — 277,135. 
Record-high  numbers  were  tallied  for  Red- 
necked Grebe,  Double-crested  Cormorant, 
Trumpeter  Swan,  Mute  Swan,  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  (though  only  2),  Snow 
Goose,  Canada  Goose,  American  Black 
Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  Redhead,  Black 
Scoter,  and  Ruddy  Duck.  White-winged 
Scoter  numbers  were  down,  and  Long-tailed 
Ducks  continued  their  five-year  decline. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  much  more 
widespread  than  usual,  with  nine  reports  in 
s.  Ontario.  Two  Gyrfalcon  reports  came  from 
Kingston  8 Jan  and  23  Feb  on  Wolfe  I.  A 
white-morph  bird  was  seen  near  Grimsby  17 
Jan  (GM)  and  on  two  other  occasions,  and  a 
different  white  morph  was  seen  just  n.  of 
Hamilton  9 Jan  (BD).  The  sight  of  21  Ring- 
necked Pheasants  just  outside  of  Pt.  Pelee 
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N.P  suggests  that  the  species  is  doing  well 
there.  Two  flocks  of  Willow  Ptarmigan  seen 
at  Armstrong  are  among  the  very  few  reports 
ever  at  a location  sufficiently  far  s.  to  be 
accessible  by  both  car  and  rail  (fide  GW).  A 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Wheatley  1 Dec 
(DW,  MC  et  al.)  was  a consolation  prize  for 
those  winter  listers  who  had  come  to  Erieau 
to  search  for  the  Tropical  Kingbird  (last  seen 
30  Nov). 

Wilson’s  Snipe  were  reported  at  six  loca- 
tions this  winter,  but  none  more  surprising 
than  the  pair  in  the  far  n.  at  Marathon,  found 
on  their  C.B.C.  on  Christmas  Day  and 
remaining  there  at  least  through  9 Feb.  Little 
Gulls  at  Niagara  dwindled  to  one  or  2 by  the 
end  of  Dec,  but  the  lone  ad.  Black-headed 
Gull  remained  until  at  least  29  Dec  (HC, 
RPo).  Two  California  Gulls  were  present 
along  the  Niagara  River  throughout  Dec,  as 
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has  been  usual  in  recent  years,  but  the  single 
ads.  at  the  Blenheim  landfill  18  Dec  (KB) 
and  at  Sunnyside  in  Toronto  1 Jan  (KM,  ph. 
Jl)  were  more  unusual  at  those  locations.  An 
imm.  Black-legged 
Kiltiwake  remained 
in  the  Niagara 
gorge  until  6 Dec. 

An  ad.  Ross’s  Gull 
circled  all  after- 
noon below  Nia- 
gara Falls  1 Dec 
(RS,  GE  et  al.)  but 
was  never  seen 
again.  Northern 
Hawk  Owls  mostly 
remained  northern, 
but  individuals 
were  found  at  Algon- 
quin 9 Dec  (DT,  RT),  Campbellville  20-23 
Jan  (RJo,  m.  ob.),  Perth  Road  Village  (DF  et 
al.),  and  Tamworth  ( fide  RDW). 

KINGFISHER  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Belted  Kingfisher  11  Jan  at  Algonquin  was 
record  late  (J A,  CB).  A Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker on  the  Kincardine  C.B.C.  28  Dec  was 
quite  far  n.  and  late.  A White-eyed  Vireo 
recorded  on  the  P E.  Pt.  C.B.C.  14  Dec  was 
very  late,  as  was  the  Blue-headed  Vireo  at 
Presqu’ile  PP.  1 Dec  (DS). 

Blue  Jays,  American  Crows,  and  Black- 
capped  Chickadees  all  showed  very  sharp 
declines  in  the  Oshawa — Burlington  corri- 
dor. At  Toronto,  the  10-year  C.B.C.  average 
FOR  American  Crow  is  949  (range  430- 
1467),  but  the  2002  count  was  49  birds,  a 
95%  decline.  Chickadee  counts  at  Toronto 
were  down  75%  and  Blue  Jays  90%.  Nearby 


This  Black  Vulture  in  the  lighthouse  area  of  Presqu'ile 

Provincial  Park,  Ontario  1 December  2082  provided  the  fourth 
Northumberland  record — ever.  Photograph  by  Don  Shanahan. 


counts  gave  similar  results.  The  West  Nile 
virus  was  the  cause  of  the  decline  without  a 
doubt.  Away  from  the  urban  L.  Ontario  cor- 
ridor, counts  were  normal,  even  high  for 
these  species.  How- 
ever, there  were 
problems  else- 
where. The  Tufted 
Titmouse  count  was 
only  one  on  the 
Cedar  Creek  C.B.C. 
vs.  21  the  year 
before,  and  the  Wal- 
laceburg  C.B.C. 
turned  up  only  19 
vs.  69  in  2001.  The 
2 Carolina  Wrens 
on  the  Ottawa 
C.B.C.  15  Dec  were 
the  farthest  n.  birds  reported.  A pair  of  Var- 
ied Thrushes  remained  7 Jan — 28  Feb+  at 
Prinyer’s  Cove,  Prince  Edward.  There  was 
the  usual  scattering  of  Brown  Thrashers  and 
Gray  Catbirds  in  the  s.,  but  the  single  cat- 
birds on  the  Ignace  C.B.C.  14  Dec  and  the 
Marathon  C.B.C.  25  Dec  were  exceptionally 
far  n.,  as  were  the  Brown  Thrasher  and  the 
Northern  Mockingbird  on  the  Marathon 
C.B.C. 

The  17  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  on  the 
Napanee  C.B.C.  was  an  amazing  count  for 
the  locale.  An  Ovcnbird  in  a Toronto  back- 
yard remained  21  Dec  into  late  Jan  (SP).  A 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  LaSalle  Park  in 
Hamilton  was  refound  29  Dec  and  last 
reported  17  Jan  (ph.,  m.  ob.).  An  ad.  male 
Summer  Tanager  visited  a feeder  in  Thorn- 
hill 3-10  Dec  (DJ).  It,  or  another,  visited  a 
nearby  feeder  18  Jan  (ph.  MG).  A first-year 


male  Indigo  Bunting  was  near  Dorset  2 Dec 
(RPi).  The  winters  only  Spotted  Towhee  was 
found  on  the  Cambridge  C.B.C.  15  Dec  and 
remained  until  early  Feb.  A Field  Sparrow 
endured  the  Ottawa  winter  2-20  Jan  at  a 
feeder  (m.  ob.).  A first-winter  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  e.  of  Dwight  Muskoka  was 
perhaps  the  first  to  overwinter  in  the  area 
(ph.,  m.  ob.).  There  were  2060  White- 
winged Crossbills  on  the  Algonquin  C.B.C. 
Many  were  displaying  and  nest-building. 
Common  Redpolls  were  notably  absent, 
with  none  on  the  Algonquin  C.B.C.  or  at 
Atikokan  and  very  few  at  North  Bay.  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  in  very  good  numbers  at 
Atikokan. 

Cited  observers  (regional  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Joanne  Allen,  Robert  Andrle, 
Margaret  Bain,  Chris  Boettger,  Evelyn 
Brown,  Keith  Burk,  Jim  Burk,  Mark  Choj- 
nacki,  Darryl  Coulson,  Hugh  Currie,  Rob 
Dobos,  Bruce  Duncan,  Gavin  Edmonstone, 
Dave  Elder,  Nick  Escott,  Dave  Farquar, 
Marilyn  Ginsberg,  Clive  Goodwin,  D.  Gra- 
ham,Jean  Iron,  D.  Jonak,  Richardjoos,  Rick 
Johnson  (RJo),  Bob  Knudsen,  Chris  Lewis, 
Craig  McLaughlin,  Kevin  McLaughlin, 
George  Meyers,  John  Miles,  James  Moyna- 
han  (JMo),  R0b  Pearce,  Ron  Pittaway  (RPi), 
Richard  Pope  (RPo),  Steve  Price,  Pete 
Reade,  Alf  Rider,  Ron  Ridout,  Maureen 
Riggs,  Ron  Scovell,  Don  Shanahan,  Roy 
Smith  (RSm),  R.  Terry  Sprague  (RTS),  Mike 
Street,  Ben  & Jay  Sturgeon,  Richard  Tafel, 
Adam  Timpf,  D.  Timpf  (DTi),  M.  Timpf, 
Doug  Tozer,  Ron  Tozer,  G.  F Vance,  Dean 
Ware,  Ron  D.  Weir  (RDW),  George 
Williams,  Alan  Wornrington.  © 


Assist  in  bird  conservation,  research, 
and  outreach  in  the  Neotropics  by 
donating  your  used  but  still  functional 
birding  equipment  to  Birders'  Exchange. 

We  collect  binoculars,  spotting  scopes,  neotropical  field  guides,  and  backpacks 
for  distribution  to  research  and  education  organizations  in  the  Neotropics. 

We  also  accept  financial  contributions  to  support  the  program. 

Please  send  your  donations  to:  Birders'  Exchange,  American  Birding  Association i, 
720  West  Monument  Street,  PO  Box  6599 ; Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Eastern  Highlands 
(V  Upper  Ohio 
River  Valley 


now  cover  and  subfreezing  tempera- 
^^tures  came  early  and  were  persistent, 
tw'  especially  across  the  more  northerly 
and  mountainous  parts  of  the  Region.  Most 
inland  lakes  and  ponds  froze  over  in  Decem- 
ber. Even  Lake  Erie  was  essentially  icebound 
by  mid-January:  many  of  the  waterbirds  that 
were  forced  south  were  observed  stopping 
over  on  the  Regions  larger,  swifter  rivers.  By 
mid-February,  it  was  unclear  if  fallouts  of 
some  species,  such  as  Red-throated  Loons 
and  Red-necked  Grebes,  involved  north- 
bound migrants  or  wintering  birds  forced  off 
the  frozen  Great  Lakes,  but  that  latter  is  far 
more  likely  for  these  two  species. 

Some  feeder-watchers  described  the  sea- 
son as  slow,  undoubtedly  reflecting  a virtual 
absence  of  the  irruptive  northern  finches 
and  Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  Regionally, 
however,  there  were  some  remarkable  finds, 
often  at  feeding  stations — including  species 
that  normally  winter  well  to  the  south 
(Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Painted  and 
Indigo  Buntings)  and  western  vagrants  such 
as  Varied  Thrush,  Black-headed  Grosbeak, 
Green-tailed  Towhee,  and  Clay-colored, 
Garnbels  White-crowned,  and  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows. All  in  all,  it  was  an  interesting  season 
for  birdwatching. 

Abbreviations:  RI.S.P.  (Presque  Isle  State 
Park,  Erie,  PA);  O.N.W.R.  (Ottawa  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Ottawa/Lucas,  OH);  EV.S.E 
(Peace  Valley  Park,  Bucks,  PA);  RN.R.  (Pow- 
dermill  Nature  Reserve,  Rector,  Westmore- 
land, PA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

A count  of  24  Red-throated  Loons  at  P.I.S.R 
12  Jan  was  exceptional  (JM),  and  by  late 
Feb,  a good  scattering  of  Red-throateds 
began  appearing  on  Pennsylvania’s  larger 
rivers.  A major  fallout  of  Red-necked 
Grebes,  which  would  continue  over  much  of 
the  spring  period,  began  across  most  of  the 
Region  during  the  last  week  of  Feb.  At  least 
65  grebes  put  down  on  Cheat  L.,  Morgan- 
town, WV  on  the  27th  (GF);  90  were 
counted  along  a 10-km  section  of  the 
Allegheny  R.,  Armstrong,  PA  25  Feb+  (MH); 
and  35  fell  out  along  a 35-km  stretch  of  the 
Ohio  R.  in  Allegheny/Beaver,  PA  during  that 
same  period  (fide  PH).  Rare,  but  becoming 
increasingly  regular  along  L.  Erie,  2 Eared 
Grebes  remained  off  Cleveland’s  lakefront 
from  fall  through  24  Dec  (m.  ob.,  RH),  and 
2 were  at  RI.S.R  2 Dec  (BC).  At  least  6 imm. 
Northern  Gannets,  carry-overs  from  the  fall 
season,  were  reported  from  Ohio  (fide  RH) 
from  1 Dec  through  a late  bird  at  Lorain  10 
Jan  (JPo);  2 birds  found  grounded  inland  in 
Seneca  and  Ashland  were  sent  to  rehabilita- 
tion stations  but  did  not  survive.  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, 2 gannets  remained  at  RI.S.R  until  3 
Dec  (JM,  BC),  and  one  was  spotted  inland  at 
Beltzville  L.,  Carbon  8 Dec  (D.  Hawk,  S. 


Hawk).  An  imm.  American  White  Pelican 
made  an  unexpected  midwinter  stopover  on 
the  Great  Miami  R.,  Dayton,  OH  20-21  Jan 
0-  Lanham,  m.  ob.),  and  a bird  on  the  Ohio 
R.  off  Cincinnati  (technically  in  Kentucky) 
24  Jan  was  almost  certainly  the  same  indi- 
vidual (FR,  J.  Hays).  An  American  Bittern 
was  a good  find  at  a Boone,  WV  wetland  1 1 
Jan  (RC),  while  a Great  Egret  8 Dec — 15  jan 
at  Fairview,  Erie  provided  a first  midwinter 
record  for  w.  Pennsylvania  (JM).  During  “the 
most  severe  snowstorm  of  the  season,”  an 
ad.  Wood  Stork  was  seen  flying  over  Paint 
Cr.,  Pax,  Fayette,  WV  9 Jan  (RC,  Bev  Can- 
terbury)— an  unprecedented  winter  record. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Single  mid-season  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  appeared  in  se.  Pennsylvania  at  New 
Holland  5 Jan  (JHe),  RV.S.R  12  Jan  (DW, 
DF),  and  on  L.  Ontelaunee  26Jan  (M.  Wlas- 
niewski);  one  was  a Clearfork  Res.,  Rich- 
land/Moirow,  OH  12  Jan  (J.  Herman),  and  up 
to  10  early  migrants  stopped  at  Cowan  L., 
Clinton,  OH  9-15  Feb  (E.  Roush).  A flock  of 
8000  Snow  Geese  gathered  on  the  Susque- 
hanna R.  near  Muddy  Run  Res.,  Lancaster, 
PA  2 Dec,  and  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
Region,  40  were  at  O.N.W.R.  6 Dec  (EP). 
Single  Ross’s  Geese  were  in  se.  Pennsylvania 
at  P.V.S.R  7-14  Dec  (C.  Crunkleton,  E. 


Robert  C.  Leberman 

Powdermill  Nature  Reserve 
Carnegie  Museum  of  Natural  History 
HC64,  Box  453 

Rector,  Pennsylvania  15677-9605 
(rcleberm@charterpa.net) 


Ryan),  Muddy  Run  Res.  21  Dec  (JHe),  and  L. 
Ontelaunee  18-26  Jan  (RK);  in  Ohio,  one 
was  along  the  Great  Miami  R.  s.  of  Dayton 
11-26  Jan  (DD).  Some  20,000  Canada  Geese 
were  listed  at  Pymatuning  L.,  Crawford,  PA 
30  Jan  (RFL),  and  60,000  were  estimated  to 
have  wintered  in  Bucks,  PA  (AM).  A late 
Brant  lingered  at  RVS.R  until  8 Dec  (N. 
Zahn) — the  season’s  only  report.  A count  of 
450  Tundra  Swans  at  O.N.W.R.  5 Jan  pre- 
sumably consisted  mostly  of  migrants,  aug- 
mented by  a few  wintering  birds  (EP);  170 
southbound  swans  flew  over  Bellfontc,  Cen- 
tre, PA  5 Dec  (ML). 

A flock  of  43  American  Black  Ducks  on 
the  Youghiogheny  R.  at  Confluence,  Somer- 
set 18  Jan  was  unusual  for  the  mountain 
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uplands  of  sw.  Pennsylvania  (AMa);  else- 
where, a remarkable  flocking  of  1250  Blacks 
had  congregated  on  a pond  at  Castalisa,  Erie, 
OH  18  Feb  (VF).  An  imm.  King  Eider 
remained  at  Mentor,  Lake,  OH  from  fall 
through  18  Dec  (LR,  m.  ob.),  while  a Com- 
mon Eider  holdover  from  fall  remained  at 
Fairport  Harbor,  OH  through  13  Jan  (LR).  At 
RI.S.R,  an  unidenti- 
fied eider  passed  the 
Sunset  Beach  water- 
bird  count  site  fO 
Dec  (JM).  A Harle- 
quin Duck  was  an 
unexpected  rarity  at  a 
Toledo,  OH  quarry 
pond  22-29  Dec  (M. 

Anderson),  and  a pair 
was  on  the  Great 
Miami  R.,  Dayton  5 
Dec — 26  Jan  (S. 

Tackett);  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, a female  Harle- 
quin frequented  the 
Raystown  Branch  of 
the  Juniata  R.,  Hunt- 
ingdon 26  Jan — 9 Feb  (GG,  D.  Kyler).  Away 
from  L.  Erie,  a Surf  Scoter  was  seen  during 
the  Pittsburgh  South  Hills  C.B.C.  21  Dec 
( fide  N.  Page),  and  another  was  on  the 
Delaware  R.  at  Bristol,  PA  2 Jan  (DF).  Fifteen 
White-winged  Scoters  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  St. 
Marys,  Pleasants,  WV  were  exceptional  for 
that  area  (J.  Benedetti).  About  10  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  reported  from  various 
sites  in  Ohio  during  the  season  (fide  RH), 
and  in  Pennsylvania,  2 were  at  Derry  L., 
Westmoreland  1 Jan  (MM),  2 on  the 
Allegheny  R.  at  Harmarsville  27  Dec  (DW), 
and  another  on  the  Allegheny  at  Starbrick, 
Warren  8 Jan  (B.  Watts).  Common  Gold- 
eneyes were  more  frequent  than  usual  in 
West  Virginia,  where  up  to  30  wintered  at 
Bluestone  Dam,  Summers  (JPh);  in  Lucas, 
OH,  goldeneye  numbers  built  up  to  a high  of 
1050  at  Bayshore  Power  Plant  by  21  Feb 
(GL).  A bird  identified  as  a female  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  was  on  the  Delaware  R.  at  Yard- 
ley,  PA  1 Jan  (DF).  High  merganser  counts  in 
Erie,  OH  included  3650  Commons  13  Jan 
and  4600  Red-breasteds  10  Jan  (VF). 

A record-high  count  of  304  Bald  Eagles 
(167  ads.,  137  hums.)  was  made  during  a 
mid-Jan  Ohio  survey  by  the  Department  of 
Wildlife,  with  birds  found  in  45  of  88  coun- 
ties (including  65  eagles  at  Sandusky  Bay 
sites  alone).  “Post-season”  counts  at  Hawk 
Mt.  Sanctuary,  PA  totaled  42  Bald  Eagles  16 
Dec — 17  Jan  [fide  RK),  and  21  (6  ads.,  15 
imms.)  were  listed  during  the  Linesville 
(Pymatuning  L.  area)  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (RHl). 
Up  to  10  Northern  Harriers  were  observed 
at  a roost  near  Nockamixon  S.P.,  Bucks,  PA 
until  25  Jan  (B.  Etter).  A state -wide  Winter 
Raptor  Survey,  coordinated  by  Greg  Grove 


This  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  surely  brightened  the  C.B.C. 
season  near  Pennsbury  Manor,  Falls  Township,  in  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania  14  to  (here)  22  December;  there  are  no  previous 
winter  records  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Rick  Mellon. 


in  Pennsylvania,  indicated  that  the  severe 
winter  conditions  may  have  contributed  to 
a decline  in  wintering  Red-tailed  Hawk 
numbers — down  to  1182  birds  (3.02  birds 
per  route  hr.)  from  1399  Red-tails  (4.47  per 
hr.)  in  2002.  Surveyors,  on  the  other  hand, 
listed  99  Rough-legged  Hawks  (0.25  per 
hr.)  in  the  state  this  season,  compared  to 
just  21  (0.07  per  hr.) 
the  previous  winter. 
Unusually  good 
numbers  of  Rough- 
leggeds  also  win- 
tered in  s.  West  Vir- 
ginia, where  two 
observers  (RC,  JPh) 
each  found  about  a 
half-dozen  different 
birds  in  Dec.  A 
Golden  Eagle  was  an 
unusual  find,  well  w. 
of  the  mountain 
ridges,  at  the 
Pymatuning  Goose 
Management  Area, 
Crawford,  PA  13  Dec 
(RFL),  and  an  “amazing”  3 birds  wintered  at 
reclaimed  stripmines  in  Muskingum,  OH  (A. 
Parker,  m.  ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Rare  anywhere  in  the  Region  during  mid- 
winter, up  to  3 Virginia  Rails  were  found  fre- 
quenting the  area  around  an  open  spring  at 
Spring  Valley  Wildlife  Area,  Greene/Warren, 
OH  19-26  Jan  (DD,  M.  Busam).  Away  from 
L.  Erie,  American  Coot  peaked  at  450  on 
Conneaut  L.,  PA  24  Dec — -just  before  the 
freeze-over  (RFL,  RCL).  In  an  unusually 


The  only  Snowy  Owl  reported  in  the  Region  was  this  bird  found  by  Claus 
Herrmann  at  Broadheadsville,  Pennsylvania  11  January  2003;  it  remained 
through  the  end  of  the  period.  Photograph  by  Brian  Hardiman. 


heavy  flight,  close  to  1000  migrating  Sand- 
hill Cranes  were  tallied  passing  through  far 
w.  Ohio  1-8  Dec  ( fide  RH),  and  elsewhere  21 
spent  the  entire  winter  at  Black  Swamp, 
Lawrence,  PA  (fide  PH).  A Purple  Sandpiper 


was  at  RI.S.P.  14  Dec  (A.  Troyer),  and  in 
Ohio,  one  was  at  Headlands  Beach/Fairport 
Harbor  1-16  Dec  (m.  ob.)  and  2 on  Kelleys 
1.  16  Dec  (JPo).  A mid-Jan  American  Wood- 
cock was  unusual  at  Woodbury  Wildlife 
Area,  Coshocton,  OH  (D.  St.  John);  an  early 
migrant  had  returned  in  Summers,  WV  by  23 
Feb  (RC). 

A Laughing  Gull  was  certainly  out  of  time 
and  place  on  Bluestone  L.,  WV  2 Feb  (JPh). 
One  or  2 Little  Gulls  lingered  in  Lake,  OH 
through  mid-Jan  (LR,  RH),  where  an  ad. 
Black-headed  Gull  was  located  at  Eastlake 
Power  Plant  19  Jan  (JPo).  High  counts  for 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  included  6000  at  Cleveland 
14  Dec  and  1450  at  Fairport  Harbor  21  Dec 
(LR).  A California  Gull  was  at  RI.S.P.  24  Dec 
(R.  Fridell,/ideJM),  and  in  Ohio,  one  was  at 
Avon  L.  14  Jan  (JPo).  Herring  Gulls  peaked 
at  the  Tullytown  dump,  Bucks,  PA  at  well 
over  77,000  birds  14  Dec  (BM);  15  Iceland 
Gulls  were  at  Tullytown  25  Jan,  and  178 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  there  8 Dec  (fide 
AM).  Exceptional  counts  of  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  included  1300  at  Avon  L.,  OH 
14  Jan  (JPo)  and  over  2400  at  Tullytown,  PA 
14  Dec  (BM).  The  Region’s  only  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  was  an  imm.  that  remained 
at  Cleveland  from  the  fall  period  through  12 
Dec  (LR,  m.  ob.).  A late  Common  Tern 
appeared  at  Lakeshore  Municipal  Park, 
Cleveland  8 Dec  (JP°)>  and  2 late  Forster’s 
Terns  were  an  unprecedented  winter  find  for 
the  West  Virginia  mountains  at  Bluestone  L. 
3 Dec  (JPh). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  only  Snowy  Owl  confirmation  for  the 
Region  was  of  a very  cooperative  bird  at 
Broadheadsville,  Monroe, 
PA  11  Jan+  (C.  Her- 
rmann), which  allowed 
hundreds  of  birders  to  add 
it  to  their  lists.  Better 
counts  of  Long-eared 
Owls  included  6 at  Green 
Lane  Res.,  Montgomery, 
PA  31  Dec  (G.  Franchois) 
and  7 at  P.V.S.R  6 Feb 
(AM);  5 were  listed  at 
Killdeer  Plains  W.A., 
Wyandot,  OH  16  Jan  (T. 
Archdeacon).  Short-eared 
Owls  were  widely 
observed  at  suitable  loca- 
tions across  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania,  topped  by 
25  birds  at  a site  in  Mon- 
tour, PA  9 Feb  (S.  Pinker- 
ton). An  unidentified 
hummingbird  remained  in  Jackson,  OH 
through  21  Jan  (M.  Ball),  and  at  least  6 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  remained  at  as  many 
sites  in  Ohio  through  as  late  as  14  Jan  (fide 
RH);  one  banded  in  Media,  PA  8 Dec  had 
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been  visiting  a feeder  there  since  16  Nov  (S. 
Weidensaul). 

A Loggerhead  Shrike  remained  at  Killdeer 
Plains,  OH  from  fall  through  3 Dec  (L. 
Gardella),  and  another  was  reported  from 
Headlands  Beach  S.E  on  the  unusual  mid- 
winter date  of  12  Jan  ( fide  LR);  even  more 
exceptional  was  one  at  Mt.  Davis,  Somerset, 
PA  (the  state’s  highest  point)  17-18  Dec  (K. 
Dodge,  J.  Vitak,  D.  Jeffrey).  A modest  inva- 
sion of  Northern  Shrikes  into  the 
Region  included  at  least  6 or  7 birds  in 
Ohio,  and  perhaps  a few  dozen  across 
Pennsylvania,  including  2 near 
Pymatuning  L.  29  Dec  (RHl).  An 
American  Crow  roost  at  Cincinnati 
(FR)  was  down  to  25,000  birds  from  a 
high  of  70,000  in  the  winter  of  2000- 
2001;  West  Nile  virus  is  likely  the  cul- 
prit. Five  Fish  Crows  wintered  in  a 
small  disjunct  colony  located  near  the 
town  of  Indiana  ( fide  PH),  well  west  of 
the  usual  Pennsylvania  range,  which  is 
almost  entirely  to  the  e.  of  the 
Allegheny  Front. 

Heavy  snow  cover  apparently  con- 
centrated Horned  Larks  more  than 
usual,  with  flocks  of  300+  frequent 
across  Pennsylvania,  while  1250-1450 
were  estimated  on  Hamilton,  OH  fields 
15  Feb  (P  Wharton).  Three  Tree  Swallows 
were  very  late  migrants  at  Bluestone  L. , WV 
3 Dec  (JPh).  Virtually  no  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  to  be  found  in  Ohio  (FR), 
and  only  small  numbers  were  seen  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  West  Virginia.  Carolina  Wrens 
apparently  made  it  through  deep  snow  and 
prolonged  low  temperatures  in  good  num- 
bers even  in  the  more  n.  parts  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  Two  Marsh  Wrens  were  rari- 
ties at  Cedar  Point  N.W.R.  15  Dec  (GL).  A 
Varied  Thrash  periodically  visited  a feeder 
at  McKean,  Erie,  PA  1 Jan — 9 Feb  (ph.  S. 
Stull,  B.  Mitchell,  m.  ob.),  the  2nd  county 
record,  and  a Bohemian  Waxwing  was  at 
Lake  City,  Erie,  PA  28  Jan — 6 Feb  (R.  Krei- 
der,  fide  JM). 

Not  unexpectedly,  considering  the  severe 
weather,  there  were  few  reports  of  wintering 
warblers.  A single  Orange-crowned  Warbler, 
however,  was  found  on  the  S.  Bucks,  PA 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (BM),  while  a Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  at  the  Penn-Warner  Tract 
(also  in  Bucks ) 14-22  Dec  (R.  Mellon)  estab- 
lished the  first  such  winter  record  for  the 
state.  A Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  spotted 
near  Muddy  Run  Res.,  Lancaster,  PA  17  Dec 
(P.  Robinson);  another  was  a rarity  at  a feeder 
at  Berlin,  Holmes,  OH  18-19  Jan  (N.  Lowe, 
. M.  & M.  Weaver,  B.  Morrison).  A total  of  5 
Pine  Warblers,  scattered  about  Ohio  12 
Dec — 12  Feb,  was  considered  a high  number 
(RH),  and  one  survived  the  winter  at  a feeder 
at  Blue  Marsh,  Berks,  PA  (J.  Silagy).  A Palm 
Warbler  was  an  unexpected  rarity  in  the 


mountains  near  Pleasant  Gap,  Centre,  PA  13 
Dec  (J.  Kennedy),  and  a late  Ovenbird  was  at 
Columbus,  OH  3-4  Dec  (D.  Snapp). 

T0WHEES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  Green-tailed  Towhee  previously 
reported  as  visiting  a feeder  near  Centre, 
Juniata,  PA  in  Nov  (T.  Petersheim)  lingered 
through  1 Dec.  More  than  the  usual  number 
of  wintering  Eastern  Towhees  was  observed 


This  Varied  Thrush  that  visited  a feeder  at  McKean,  Pennsylvania  periodically 
from  1 January  (here)  to  9 February  2003  represented  just  the  second 
Erie  County  record.  Photograph  by  Sam  Stull. 


from  almost  throughout  the  Region,  includ- 
ing 5 in  Fayette,  PA  as  late  as  8 Feb  (MMc); 
likewise,  American  Tree  Sparrows  were 
thought  to  be  in  better-than-usual  numbers, 
with  200+  at  West  Branch  S.E,  OH  12  Jan, 
and  “hundreds,  if  not  thousands”  wintering 
in  rural  areas  of  Portage,  OH  (LR).  Excep- 
tionally rare  in  winter  so  far  n.,  a Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  frequented  a feeder  at 
Meadville,  Crawford,  PA  12  Jan — 8 Feb, 
where  it  was  banded  25  Jan  (RFL),  and  at 
the  opposite  end  of  the  state,  one  visited  a 
feeder  near  Leesport,  Berks,  PA  25  Dec — 1 
Feb  (D.  Kendell).  A Savannah  Sparrow  at 
P.I.S.P  6 Dec  established  a first  winter  record 
for  Erie,  PA  (J.  Stanley),  and  a Grasshopper 
Sparrow  at  a Logan,  OH  feeder  25-26  Jan 
was  most  unusual  (T.  Shiveley).  Fox  Spar- 
row records  included  those  of  birds  winter- 
ing at  higher-than-usual  elevations,  like  the 
one  at  P.N.R.  in  the  Laurel  Highlands  (RCL, 
RM)  7 Jan+  and  another  at  nearby  Ligonier, 
PA  in  early  Jan  (C.  Labarthe);  one  at  Twins- 
burg,  Portage,  OH  16  Jan  was  considered  a 
good  find  for  that  area  (LR).  A wintering 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  at  P.V.S.E,  PA  21  Dec+ 
(AM,  m.  ob.).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  was 
observed  throughout  much  of  Dec  in 
Raleigh,  WV  (RC),  and  a Gambel’s  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Martins  Creek  Power 
Plant,  Northampton , PA  was  seen  with  a 
flock  of  30  leucophrys  White-crowneds  24 
Jan  (R.  Wiltraut).  For  the  3rd  winter  in  a 
row,  an  Oregon  Junco  spent  the  season  at 
Pipestem  S.E,  WV  (JPh).  Lapland  Longspurs 


were  widely  reported  in  small  numbers 
across  much  of  Pennsylvania  and  n.  Ohio, 
and  173  spring  migrants  passed  Maumee  Bay 
S.P.,  Lucas,  OH  21  Feb  (VF).  A Black-headed 
Grosbeak  was  a rarity  near  Lancaster,  PA  15- 
17  Dec  (D.  & M.  Montgomery,  ph.  E & B. 
Haas,  m.  ob.),  a male  Indigo  Bunting  was  an 
exceptional  find  at  a Cincinnati  bird  feeder 
1-30  Jan  (N.  Keller),  and  even  more  unusual 
was  the  male  Painted  Bunting  that  wandered 
about  visiting  various  feeders  in 
Lower  Makefield  Twp.  and  nearby 
areas  in  Pennsylvania  from  late 
Dec  through  16  Feb  (E  & M. 
Coburn,  fide  AM). 

Considering  the  harsh  winter 
weather,  3 Eastern  Meadowlarks 
were  an  unexpected  find  at  Rock- 
wood,  high  in  the  Laurel  Mts.  of 
sw.  Pennsylvania  15  Dec  (AMa). 
A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  a 
rarity  at  Mt.  Hope,  Holmes,  OH  in 
mid-Jan  (B.  Jackson),  and  singles 
were  also  in  Lancaster,  PA  at 
Hensel  21  Dec  (J.  Heller)  and 
Penn  Hill  6 Feb  (T.  Amico,  R. 
Schutsky).  There  were  three 
reports  of  single  Brewer’s  Black- 
birds in  w.  Pennsylvania:  Shan- 
nondale,  Clarion  7 Dec  (JH,  DW), 
Indiana  25  Dec  ( fide  MH),  and  Elton,  Cam- 
bria 31  Dec  (Ross  Gallardy).  A Baltimore 
Oriole  was  at  RV.S.R  9 Dec — 8 Feb  ( fide 
AM),  and  a female  oriole,  thought  to  be  a 
Baltimore,  visited  a feeder  near  Moyerstown, 
Berks,  PA  for  a few  weeks  in  Jan  0-  Keim). 
The  near-absence  of  n.  finches  was  one  of 
the  more  notable  features  of  the  season:  nei- 
ther Red  or  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
verified  in  the  Region,  and  the  only  report  of 
a Common  Redpoll  came  from  Nockamixon 
S.P,  Bucks,  PA  15  Dec  (G.  Carmichael).  A 
few  Pine  Siskins  were  seen  at  widely  scat- 
tered sites  across  the  Region,  but,  despite  a 
few  fall  sightings,  the  only  winter  Evening 
Grosbeak  report  was  from  near  Rock, 
Schuylkill,  PA  15  Feb  (D.  Kruel). 

Contributors  and  initialed  observers:  Car- 
ole Babyak,  Ralph  Bell,  Dick  Byers,  Ronald 
Canterbury,  David  Dister,  Jeanette  Esker, 
Devich  Farbotnik,  Victor  Fazio,  Gary  Felton, 
George  Franchois,  Ted  Grisez,  Greg  Grove, 
Robert  Harlan  (RH),  Ron  Harrell  (RHl), 
Johnathan  Heller  (JHe),  Paul  Hess,  Margaret 
Higbee,  Deuane  Hoffman,  Joyce  Hoffmann, 
Rudy  Keller;  Mike  Lanzone,  Robert  C. 
Leberman  (RCL),  Ronald  F Leberman 
(RFL),  Gus  Links,  Anthony  Marich  (AMa), 
Mark  McConaughy,  Jerry  McWilliams  (JM); 
Bob  Mercer,  August  Mirabella  (AM),  Robert 
Mulvihill,  Jeff  Payne,  Ed  Pierce,  Jim  Phillips 
(]Ph),  John  Pogacnik  (JPo),  Willard  Rahn, 
Frank  Renfrew,  Larry  Rosche,  Richard 
Shelling,  Dave  Wilton,  Eugene  Zielinski.  © 
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The  winter  was  mostly  a cold  one, 
though  most  of  December  and  the 
first  third  of  January  were  fairly  mild. 
In  Chicago,  December  temperatures  aver- 
aged some  2.8°  Fahrenheit  above  normal, 
and  on  4 January  2003,  Lake  Michigan 
remained  completely  ice-free.  Following  the 
first  week  of  January,  however,  temperatures 
plunged  and  by  the  25^,  most  of  Lake 
Michigan  was  ice-covered.  Overall,  January 
was  0.7°  below  normal.  Except  for  two  brief 
periods,  the  gelid  January  pattern  continued 
and  intensified  throughout  February,  with 
extensive  ice  developing  on  Lake  Michigan. 


On  many  occasions,  visitors  to  the  lakefront 
saw  pack  ice  extending  to  the  horizon.  The 
brutally  cold  February  averaged  some  3.4° 
below  normal  in  Chicago. 

The  winter  storm  track  was  established 
across  the  southern  third  of  the  Region, 
which  is  where  most  of  the  snowfall 
occurred.  Several  storms  crossing  that  area 
produced  more  than  15  cm  of  snow.  Well 
north  of  the  storm  track,  Chicago  received 
precious  little  precipitation  and  experienced 
its  eighth  driest  winter  on  record,  which 
does  not  bode  well  for  summer  water  levels 
on  Lake  Michigan. 

In  response  to  the  extensive  ice  develop- 
ment, waterfowl  numbers  were  generally 
lower  than  normal.  Several  hardy  and  semi- 
hardy passerines  lingered  into  December; 
however,  very  few  were  recorded  thereafter. 
Noteworthy  exceptions  to  this  generaliza- 
tion included  the  Region’s  first  confirmed 
Hermit  Warbler,  a Blue  Grosbeak,  and  a 
Painted  Bunting.  Conspicuous  by  their 
absences  were  virtually  all  the  winter 
finches;  indeed,  quite  remarkably,  “summer 
finches”  outnumbered  winter  finches. 
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Abbreviations:  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  Lake  in 
Clinton,  Fayette , & Bond,  IL);  I.B.S.P  (Illinois 
Beach  S.P,  on  the  lakefront  some  17  km  s.  of 
the  Wisconsin  border);  Jax.  P.  (Jackson  Park 
on  the  Chicago  lakefront);  L.  Cal.  (L. 
Calumet),  L.  Chau.  (L.  Chatauqua  N.W.R., 

IL);  Mill.  B.  (Miller  Beach,  IN,  the  southern- 
most point  on  L.  Michigan). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  only 
along  the  Indiana  lakefront,  where  6 were 
seen  off  Beverly  Shores  4 Jan  (BJG),  and  an 
ad.  was  at  the  Port  of  Indiana  15  Feb  (SBg, 
ph.  JKC  et  al.).  The  seasons  only  Pacific 
Loon  was  an  imm.  at  Rend.  L.  14  Dec  (ph. 
DKa).  Although  a scattering  of  Common 
Loons  appeared  in  early  winter,  numbers 
were  below  normal;  the  peak  count  was  5 at 
Rend  L.,  IL  14  Dec  (DKa).  Horned  Grebes 
were  essentially  restricted  to  the  s.  reaches  of 
the  Region,  where  the  peak  tally  consisted  of 
18  on  L.  Monroe,  IN  8 Dec  (DRW).  The  sea- 
son’s only  Red-necked  Grebe  was  at  Rend  L., 

IL  3 Jan  (FB),  and  Eared  Grebes  went  unre- 
ported. American  White  Pelicans  were 
scarce,  but  one  wandered  n.  to  Du  Page,  IL 
where  it  was  seen  15  Dec  (LLH).  Despite 
extensive  ice  development,  a few  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  wintered  on  L.  Michi- 
gan. 

It  was  a good  winter  for  Great  Blue 
Herons,  which  were  widespread  across  the 
Region;  the  peak  count  was  of  174  at  L. 
Chau.  1 Jan  (RGB,  SBj).  Single  early-winter 
Great  Egrets  were  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  1 Dec 
(FH)  and  in  Richland,  IL  on  the  same  day 
(LHa,  BS).  Once  again,  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  wintered  in  the  n.;  25  (3  ad.  & 

22  imm.)  were  at  the  Hammond,  IN  filtra- 
tion plant  4 Jan  (JKC,  KJB),  and  an  imm. 
was  found  at  Riverdale,  IL  1 Feb  (WJM). 
Black  Vulture  numbers  were  up  this  winter, 
yielding  several  impressive  totals:  105  in 
Massac,  IL  3 Jan  (FB),  50  in  Lawrence,  IN  21 
Dec  (JSC),  and  36  at  Brookville  Res.,  IN  7 
Jan  (JE  RHe  et  al.).  Good  Turkey  Vulture 
counts  were  logged  in  s.  portions  of  the 
Region,  where  the  peak  tally  was  85  in  Mas- 
sac, IL  3 Jan  (FB). 

WATERFOWL 

Though  still  quite  plentiful,  fewer  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  were  detected  than  in 
recent  winters.  Peak  tallies  included  6000  at 
Union  County  Conservation  Area,  IL  25  Jan 
(KAM)  and  1500  at  L.  Carl.  9 Feb  (DKa).  In 
contrast,  Snow  Goose  counts  remained 
astronomical,  with  300,000  at  Carl.  L.  9-18 
Feb  (DKa,  KAM),  100,000  there  12  Jan 
(DKa),  and  50,000  at  Rend  L.,  IL  14  Dec 
(KAM,  CL).  Ross’s  Goose  counts  were 
down,  with  a peak  of  6 at  Rend  L.  14  Dec 
(KAM,  CL),  though  more  surely  went  unde- 
tected in  the  hordes  at  Carl  L.  The  Region’s 
Mute  Swan  population  continues  to  flourish, 
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with  counts  of  145  at  Wolf  L.,  1L  7 Feb 
(CMa)  and  71  in  ne.  Indiana’s  Steuben  12 
Dec  (Haw).  Peak  reports  of  introduced 
Trumpeter  Swans  included  35  (with  15 
juvs.)  in  Fountain,  IN  7-28  Dec  (CCM, 
AWB)  and  19  in  Madison,  IL  26  Jan  (FH). 
The  largest  Tundra  Swan  concentration  con- 
sisted of  28-34  at  L.  Chau.  19  Dec — 16  Jan 
(RGB,  SBj).  No  doubt  in  part  due  to 
limited  open  water,  dabbler  numbers 
were  lower  than  in  recent  winters. 
Noteworthy  peak  counts  included 
665  Gadwall  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  31 
Jan  (RAM),  1500  Northern  Pintails  at 
Carl.  L.  9 Feb  (KAM),  and  215 
Green-winged  Teal  at  Horseshoe  L., 

IL  15  Dec  (FH).  Bay  duck  numbers 
were  also  unimpressive.  Maximum 
tallies  included  5000  Canvasbacks  at 
Rend  L.,  IL  (LSt)  and  2000  Greater 
Scaup  on  L.  Michigan  at  Winthrop 
Harbor,  IL  29  Dec  (KAM). 

On  L.  Michigan,  female  Harlequin 
Ducks  were  reported  at  Waukegan,  IL 
7-8  Dec  (PSw)  and  in  Chicago  25 
(RC,  RHu,  AA)  & 28  Feb  (JEU;  a 
male  was  seen  at  the  USX  plant  in 
Gary,  IN  25  Feb  (MT).  Following  last 
falls  scoter  invasion,  numbers 
returned  to  normal  levels  for  the  winter. 
Surf  Scoters  were  reported  in  both  states, 
with  a maximum  of  13  at  Rend  L.,  IL  18  Dec 
and  3-5  Jan  (LSt,  DKa,  FB).  Single  White- 
wingeds  were  at  Mermet  L.,  IL  31  Dec  (FB), 
I.B.S.P.  1 Jan  (GAW),  and  the  Port  of  Indiana 
15  Feb  (AM,  JKC,  SBg).  The  peak  Black 
Scoter  tally  consisted  of  3 at  Rend.  L.,  IL  14 
Dec  (DKa);  one  was  also  at  Wilmette,  IL  10 
Jan  (EW).  Inland  Long-tailed  Duck  reports 
included  3 at  Rend  L.  18  Dec  and  5-8  Jan 
(LSt,  DKa,  KAM),  a female  at  L.  Lemon,  IN 
16-20  Dec  (DRW,  MC,  J&SH),  a male  at 
Carl.  L.  26  Jan  (DKa),  and  a male  in  Rich- 
land, IL  23-28  Feb  (LHa,  BS).  Other  note- 
worthy duck  tallies  included  149  Bufflehead 
at  L.  Gibson,  IN  15  Dec  (G&LB),  3500 
Common  Goldeneyes  at  Rend  L.,  IL  8 Jan 
(KAM),  and  1670  Common  Mergansers  in 
Putnam,  IL  15  Dec  (DJS). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

As  expected,  the  largest  Bald  Eagle  counts 
were  logged  along  the  Mississippi  R.,  where 
five  reports  exceeded  200  birds.  The  peak 
tally  was  589  (380  ads.,  180  imms.,  & 29  not 
aged)  at  Lock  & Dam  13-16  in  Whiteside 
and  Rock  Island,  IL  9-10  Jan  (KJM).  The 
largest  count  away  from  the  Mississippi  was 
78  in  Parke,  IN  18  Jan  (AWB  et  al.) . North- 
ern Goshawk  reports  included  3 in  Illinois 
and  2 in  Indiana,  which  are  fairly  typical 
winter  numbers.  The  season’s  Red-tailed 
Hawk  list  included  2 Krider’s,  3 Harlan’s,  and 
two  dark  morphs.  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  scarce  this  winter,  and  the  peak  count 


of  6 was  logged  twice:  7 Dec  in  Sullivan,  IN 
(DRW)  and  31  Jan  in  Greene,  IN  (J&SH). 
Golden  Eagles  were  slightly  more  common 
than  normal,  with  5 in  Indiana  and  2 in  Illi- 
nois. Three  Merlins  made  for  a low  count 
this  winter,  with  2 of  the  pale  richardsoni 
form.  Hands  down  winner  of  the  “raptor  of 
the  season’’  award  was  an  imm.  dark-morph 


A Blue  Grosbeak  is  hardly  an  expected  winter  visitor  to  Illinois,  which 
has  only  one  previous  winter  record.  This  immature  male,  believed  to 
have  been  present  all  winter,  was  photographed  1 March  2003  at  a 
Palos  Hills,  Cook  County  feeder.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Williamson. 


Gyrfalcon  at  La  Salle  L.,  IL  5-19  Jan  (tWS, 
GAW,  KAM,  DKa,  m.  ob.).  Along  with  the 
Gyrfalcon,  a Prairie  Falcon  was  reported  in 
La  Salle,  IL  19  & 25  Jan  (KAM,  DKa,  DBJ, 
AS,  m.  ob.). 

The  Indiana  Wild  Turkey  population  is 
flourishing,  as  evidenced  by  reports  of  42  in 
Brown  24  Dec  (MCI)  and  26  in  Parke  2-28 
Feb  (AWB).  A fine  mid-Dec  count  of  30 
Sandhill  Cranes  was  made  in  Du  Page,  ne. 
Illinois  15  Dec  (BF,  KF).  Farther  s.,  winter 
migrants  peaked  at  2-3000  at  L.  Lemon,  IN 
8 Dec  0 & SH).  With  the  cold  weather 
shorebird  numbers  were  down  this  winter. 
The  largest  Killdeer  tally  by  far  was  21  in 
Pope,  IL  21  Dec  (RRo,  VL,  DM).  The  only 
Least  Sandpiper  was  at  the  Fort  Wayne,  IN 
terminal  ponds  1 Dec  (TH).  A tardy  Pec- 
toral Sandpiper  lingered  in  Steuben,  IN  until 
5 Dec  (tHaw,  SSc),  and  3 were  still  at  L. 
Lemon,  IN  15  Dec  (j  & SH).  A single  Dun- 
lin was  recorded  at  Carl.  L.  17  Dec  (KAM, 
CL,  LHa,  BS),  and  at  2 were  at  Brookville 
Res.,  IN  5 & 7 Jan  (LAC,  DG ,JF,  RHe  et  al.). 
In  view  of  the  cold  Feb  weather,  the  Ameri- 
can Woodcock  recorded  in  Massac,  IL  18 
Feb  (FB)  was  all  the  more  remarkable. 

GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  concentrated  in  s. 
Illinois,  where  5500  were  tallied  at  Rend.  L. 
8 Dec  (KAM),  2000  at  that  site  3 Jan  (FB), 
and  1000  at  Carl.  L.  29  Dec  (DKa).  Ring- 
billed Gulls  peaked  at  Carl.  L.  8-9  Feb,  when 
80,000  were  counted  (DKa).  A well-studied 
ad.  California  Gull  at  L.  Cal.  8 Feb  (tWJM, 


JA,  JHz,  WS)  provided  the  season’s  only 
report.  Extensive  ice  development  on  L. 
Michigan  and  the  closing  of  nw.  Indiana’s 
last  landfill  greatly  reduced  winter  gull  num- 
bers near  the  lake.  This  was  not  the  case  for 
inland  n.  Illinois,  especially  Starved  Rock 
Lock  & Dam,  La  Salle,  where  excellent 
counts  of  Thayer’s,  Iceland,  and  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  logged 
(MLR  et  al.).  Extralimita!  records 
included  single  Thayer’s  in  Massac, 
IL  31  Dec  & 2 Jan  (KJM,  FB)  and 
Madison,  IL  26  Jan  (FH),  Indiana’s 
first  inland  Iceland  (a  first-year 
bird)  at  L.  Lemon  15-20  Dec  (J&SH, 
CM,  DRW,  LP),  plus  at  least  4 Lesser 
Black-backeds  in  s.  Illinois.  The 
season’s  only  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  was  at  Carl.  L.  17  Dec  (LHa, 
KAM,  CL,  BS). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were 
reported  at  10  Illinois  and  one  Indi- 
ana locations,  suggesting  the  con- 
tinued expansion  of  this  species. 
The  peak  count  was  of  34  at  Carl.  L. 
17  Dec  (KAM,  DKa),  but  30  were 
also  tallied  in  Jefferson,  IL  1 Jan 
(DKa).  The  largest  Monk  Parakeet 
counts  came  from  Burnham,  IL, 
where  149  were  seen  2 Feb  (WJM)  and  134 
on  4 jan  (EW).  Two  out-of-place  Monks 
were  at  Carl.  L.  8 Dec  (DKa).  The  Region’s 
only  Snowy  Owl  was  an  imm.  in  La  Salle,  IL 
28  Dec— 26  Jan  (DTW,  KAM,  m.  ob.). 
Numbers  of  both  the  “eared’’  owls  were 
reduced  this  winter.  Peak  Long-eared  counts 
included  just  4 at  Rend  L.,  IL  8 Jan  (KAM) 
and  3 in  Steuben,  IN  23  Dec  (JMc).  The  sea- 
sons only  double-digit  Short-eared  Owl  tally 
came  from  the  Hawthorne  mine  in  Sullivan, 
IN,  where  18  were  recorded  27  Dec  (LSb). 
Four  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
reported  in  Illinois  and  5 in  Indiana,  the 
largest  count  being  of  4 in  Monroe,  IN  23 
Dec  (LSb). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

An  ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  fre- 
quented a Kane,  IL  feeder  8-14  Dec  and  4 Jan 
(MBC,  JCh,  KAM,  LLH,  ph.).  Much  of  the 
Regions  Red-headed  Woodpecker  popula- 
tion apparently  wintered  in  s.  Illinois,  where 
306  were  counted  in  Jackson  1 Jan  (KJM. 
VL)  and  212  were  found  in  Union  21  Dec 
(RRo,  VL).  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were 
more  prevalent  than  normal,  with  15 
reported  in  Illinois  and  3 in  Indiana.  Despite 
the  frigid  winter,  an  Eastern  Phoebe  lingered 
in  n.  Illinois’s  Du  Page  until  3 Jan  (MBC). 
Modest  Northern  Shrike  numbers  appeared 
in  n.  reaches  of  the  Region,  with  7 in  Illinois 
and  3 in  Indiana.  Following  last  summer’s 
acute  concern  about  the  impact  of  West  Nile 
virus  on  American  Crows,  the  largest  crow 
concentration  reported  this  winter  was  a pal- 
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try  1000  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  29  Jan  (KAM). 
This  number,  which  is  far  below  most  peak 
winter  counts,  suggests  that  close  monitor- 
ing of  this  species  is  warranted.  Maximum 
Horned  Lark  tallies  were  near  normal,  with 
600  in  Monroe , IN  2 Feb  (DRW)  and  300  at 
Carl.  L.  17  Dec  (DKa). 

A few  swallows  lingered  in  s.  portions  of 
the  Region;  most  remarkable  among  these 
were  12  Tree  Swallows  at  L.  Gibson  29  Dec 
(G&LB)  and  2 Barn  Swallows  in  Union,  IL 
20  Dec  (SB,  SD).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  decidedly  scarce,  and  only  3 were 
reported  across  the  Region.  Lingering  House 
Wrens  were  recorded  in  Rock  Is.,  IL  15  Dec 
(tKJM,  SBH,  BC)  and  in  Vermillion,  IN  23 
Dec  (CCM,  tAWB).  Winter  Wren  numbers 
were  up  in  Illinois,  where  the  peak  count 
was  6 in  Alexander  19  Dec  (VK,  KJM). 
Other  tardy  wrens  included  a Sedge  in  Mas- 
sac, IL  19  Dec  (FB),  a Marsh  in  Union,  IL  20 
Dec  (SBa,  SD),  and  another  Marsh  at  Mer- 
met  L.,  IL  31  Dec  (FB).  An  extremely  late 
Swainson’s  Thrush  was  seen  at  Jax.  R 8-10 
Dec  (tPRC).  Hermit  Thrushes  were  unusu- 
ally plentiful,  with  some  30  reported  in  Illi- 
nois and  3 in  Indiana.  The  Region’s  only 
Varied  Thrush,  an  ad.  male,  visited  the 
Elmore  feeding  station  in  Brown,  IN  20 
Jan— -10  Feb  (J&SH).  Gray  Catbirds  tarried 
through  early  winter,  with  two  Dec  records 
in  Illinois  and  two  more  in  Indiana.  Small 
numbers  of  American  Pipits  were  wide- 
spread; however,  an  impressive  winter  tally 
of  61,  in  Lawrence,  IN  14  Dec  (LSb,  CS,  DR 
et  al.),  was  unexpected.  Cedar  Waxwings 
were  scarce,  with  no  reports  exceeding  150. 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

As  has  occurred  in  recent  winters,  a number 
of  unexpected  warblers  lingered  in  the 
Region.  Most  were  seen  in  Dec,  but  a hand- 
ful remained  into  Jan.  Among  these  were  an 
Orange-crowned  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL  19  Jan 
(DBo)  and  a Cape  May  in  Monroe,  IN  1-4 
Dec  (SBl). 

Illinois  had  3 Pine  Warblers:  22  Dec  in 
Kane  (RRe,  NBe),  1 Jan  at  Rend  L.  (DKa), 
and  28  Dec  and  5-12  Jan  at  Carl.  L.  (UG, 
DKa).  Adding  to  the  winter  warbler  list 
were  a Palm  in  McLean,  IL  14-15  Dec  (DBi, 
LSo,  MLR)  and  a Common  Yellowthroat  in 


Massac,  IL  20-31  Dec  (FB). 

Good  numbers  of  American  Tree  Spar- 
rows were  widespread  across  the  Region. 
Although  winter  Vesper  Sparrows  remain 
quite  rare,  reports  have  increased  in  recent 
years.  This  winter,  3 Vespers  were  reported: 
one  in  Alexander,  IL  19  Dec  (VK,  KJM), 
another  in  Parke,  IN  28  Dec  (CCM,  AWB), 
and  another  in  Union,  IL  15  Feb  (FB).  The 
winter’s  only  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  reports 
consisted  of  2 at  Mermet  L.,  IL  31  Dec  (FB) 
and  one  at  Rend  L.,  IL  14  Dec  and  8 Jan 
(DKa,  KAM).  A fine  late-winter  tally  of  20 
Fox  Sparrows  was  logged  in  Lawrence,  IL  4 
Feb  (LHa,  BS).  Reports  of  winter-period 
Lincoln's  Sparrows  are  becoming  more  com- 
monplace. This  winter,  singles  were  reported 
in  downtown  Indianapolis  3 Dec  (CHe)  and 
in  Union,  IL  20  Dec  (KJM).  Harris’s  Sparrow 
reports  were  confined  to  Illinois,  where  an 
imm.  lingered  in  La  Salle  1 1 Jan — 22  Feb 
(EW,  KW,  m.  ob.),  an  ad.  was  in  McDonough 
14  Dec  (LLH),  and  another  ad.  appeared  in 
Mercer  27  Dec  (tKJM).  Lapland  Longspurs 
occurred  in  good  numbers,  with  peak  counts 
of  3000  in  Lawrence,  IL  27  Jan  (LHa,  BS)  and 
1000+  in  Parke,  IN  10  Feb  (AWB).  In  con- 
trast, Snow  Buntings  were  deemed  scarce  in 
Illinois;  however,  a count  of  500  was  made 
in  St.  Joseph,  IN  24  Feb  (VR). 

Among  the  season’s  most  astonishing 
reports  was  an  imm.  male  Blue  Grosbeak 
that  was  photographed  at  a Palos  Hills, 
Cook,  IL  feeder  1 Mar;  it  was  believed  that 
this  bird  was  present  all  winter  (GAW  ph.). 
This  is  apparently  the  2nd  winter  record  for 
Illinois.  Less  astonishing,  but  still  quite 
noteworthy,  was  an  Indigo  Bunting  at  a 
Lawrence,  IN  feeding  station  8-22  Dec  (JSC). 
Rounding  out  the  winter’s  “summer  finch” 
list  was  a male  Painted  Bunting  in  Hidalgo, 
Jasper,  IL  16  Jan  (LHa,  BS,  ph.).  In  La  Salle, 
IL,  a Dickcissel  visited  a feeder  9-10  Feb 
(DTW,  tDJS,  ph.).  Winter-period  Western 
Meadowlarks  are  rarely  reported;  conse- 
quently, the  single  birds  observed  in  Marion, 
IL  28  Dec  (tRRo,  m.  ob.)  and  Monroe,  IL  12 
Jan  (JPZ)  were  noteworthy.  Also  unex- 
pected were  a male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
in  La  Salle,  IL  16  Feb  (PSw)  and  3 at  Mermet 
L.,  IL  5 Dec  (FB).  A Great-tailed  Grackle 
made  a brief  appearance  at  Horseshoe  L.,  IL 


i On  8 December,  youthful  birder  Eric  Seeker  visited  the  Morton  Arboretum,  Chicago  in  an  attempt  to  locate  the 
J n source  of  a strange  call  he  had  heard  the  previous  day.  In  response  to  young  Eric's  pishing,  a strange  warbler  sud- 
denly popped  up.  Although  he  was  unable  to  identify  the  warbler,  Eric  clearly  recognized  that  it  was  a bird  that  did  not 
belong  in  Chicago  during  the  dead  of  winter.  Subsequent  research  convinced  him  that  the  bird  was  in  fact  a Hermit  War- 
bler, Anticipating  criticism,  he  reluctantly  posted  the  find  on  the  local  listserve,  and  as  expected,  received  numerous  help- 
ful responses  suggesting  that  his  bird  was  almost  certainly  a Pine  Warbler.  Finally,  a more  experienced  birder  (BF)  visited 
the  site  and  confirmed  Eric's  identification.  Incredibly,  this  western  vagrant  lingered  at  the  Arboretum  until  at  least  12  Jan 
(tES,  tSF,  JMc,  ph.  m.  ob.),  delighting  scores  of  birders  and  providing  Region's  first  confirmed  record.  Photographs  of  the 
bird  revealed  no  outward  evidence  of  hybridism. 


21  Dec  (tFH).  An  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole 
brightened  the  dreary  winter  days  by  linger- 
ing at  a Monroe,  IN  feeding  station  from  20 
Dec — 5 Feb.  It  dined  on  oranges  and  suet 
(J&SH,  ph.)  and  provided  Indiana’s  first  Jan 
record. 

Winter  finches  ranged  from  scarce  to  non- 
existent across  the  Region.  Only  one  Purple 
Finch  was  reported  in  Indiana,  and  the  peak 
Illinois  count  was  6 in  Jackson  1 Jan  (CHu). 
In  Illinois,  House  Finches  occurred  in  fairly 
typical  numbers  (KJM)  but  were  deemed 
scarce  in  Indiana.  For  the  first  time  in  at 
least  20  years,  no  siskins,  crossbills,  red- 
polls, or  winter  grosbeaks  were  reported 
anywhere  in  the  Region.  Based  on  counts  of 
128  in  Tazewell  5 Feb  (JCh)  and  127  in  Mer- 
cer 27  Dec  (TM,  m.  ob.),  the  cen.  Illinois 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  population  appears 
to  be  flourishing. 
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Great  Lakes 


Temperatures  in  the  Region  were  aver- 
age to  above  average  in  the  month  of 
December  and  early  January  but  well 
below  average  in  the  latter  part  of  January 
and  throughout  February.  Precipitation  was 
below  average  in  both  Minnesota  and  Wis- 
consin. Parts  of  Michigan  were  similarly  dry, 
while  other  areas  had  significant  snow  cover. 
The  cold  weather  kept  most  lakes  frozen 
from  January  through  the  end  of  the  period. 
Significant  portions  of  the  Great  Lakes  froze 
over  this  season,  with  Lake  Superior  freezing 
over  completely — the  first  time  since  1979 
that  this  lake  has  frozen  over  entirely. 

All  three  state  compilers  characterized  the 
season  as  being  rather  dull.  Nevertheless, 
there  was  an  interesting  array  of  lingering 
species  throughout  the  Region,  as  well  as  a 
few  rarities.  In  Michigan,  a first  state  record 
for  Spotted  Towhee  was  nicely  documented, 
while  Minnesota  highlights  included  Band- 
tailed Pigeon,  Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  and 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye.  Wisconsin  had  a Mew 
Gull,  a California  Gull,  and  a possible  first 
state  record  for  Cassin’s  Finch. 

Abbreviation:  W.S.O.R.C.  (Wisconsin  Soci- 
ety for  Ornithology  Records  Committee). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Wisconsin  reported  a Red-throated  Loon  14 
Dec  in  Racine  (EH),  while  in  Michigan, 
where  the  species  is  more  regular,  reports 
came  from  four  counties,  including  4 on  4 
Jan  in  Berrien  (JW).  Also  in  Michigan  were 
reports  of  Red-necked  Grebes  from  two 
counties,  including  3 on  24  Dec  in  Baraga 
(TA),  while  more  unusual  in  that  state  was 
an  Eared  Grebe  23  Dec  at  New  Buffalo, 
Berrien  (AB,  PC).  Western  Grebes  lingered 
in  Wisconsin,  with  2 on  22  Dec  in  Sheboy- 
gan (p.  a.,  BF,  KF)  and  another  2 Jan  in 
Ozaukee  (p.  a.,  DT).  Only  the  4th  winter 
record  of  Western  Grebe  in  Michigan  was 
one  20  Feb  at  the  Karn  Plant,  Bay  (p.  a.,  JS, 
AA).  Double-crested  Cormorants  were 
reported  from  several  Wisconsin  locations, 
including  one  overwintering  in  Winnebago 
(DT).  Unusual  in  Wisconsin  were  American 
White  Pelicans  to  6 Jan  in  Brown  (PSc,  DT). 
The  12  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  that 
overwintered  in  Wayne  (WP)  made  for  an 
exceptionally  high  number  for  Michigan. 

WATERFOWL 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  on  8 Jan  at 
Fox  L,  Martin  (BB)  was  rare  in  Minnesota. 
In  Wisconsin,  2 Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  reported  14  Dec — 4 Jan  in  Brown 
(p.  a.,JJ,  TB,  IB,  DG)  and  one  7 Dec — 23  Feb 
in  Dane  (p.  a.,  QY,  AS,  AP).  A single  Ross’s 
Goose  was  reported  on  15  Dec  in  LaCrosse 
(FL)  in  Wisconsin,  while  Michigan  had  one 
on  24  Dec  in  the  Allegan  State  Game  Area, 
Allegan  (p.  a.,  PC)  and  another  26  Dec  at 
Shiawassee  N.W.R.,  Saginaw  (p.  a.,  DP). 


Minnesota  reported  2 Ross’s  Geese  5 Jan  at  L. 
Ripley,  Meeker  (DF),  2 at  L.  George,  Martin 
15  Dec — 8 Jan  (BB,  BS),  and  one  on  the 
Willmar  C.B.C.  at  Foot  L,  Kandiyohi  (RF). 
Brant  from  the  fall  season  in  Wisconsin 
remained  in  Brown  through  31  Dec  (DV,  BF, 
KF,  DT),  and  most  likely  the  same  individual 
was  seen  again  8 Jan  in  Outagamie  (DV). 
Impressive  were  the  111,200  Canada  Geese 
reported  on  16  Jan  at  Lac  Qui  Parle  W.M.A. 
(DTr),  which  eclipsed  Minnesota’s  previous 
midwinter  waterfowl  survey  high  of  60,000 
in  1998.  Trumpeter  Swan  numbers  continue 
to  increase  Regionwide,  with  the  highest 
totals  reported  in  Minnesota:  575  at  Fergus 
Falls,  Otter  Tail  8 Dec  (SM)  and  700+  at 
Monticello,  Sherbume/Wright  24  Jan  (KB). 
Wisconsin  had  reports  of  Trumpeters  from 
11  counties,  while  Michigan  had  reports 
from  seven  counties.  Concurrent  with  the 
increase  in  Trumpeter  Swans,  Minnesota 
reports  an  increase  in  overwintering  Tundra 
Swans:  this  season,  6 remained  with  the 
Trumpeters  in  Montecello. 

High  in  Wisconsin  was  115  Gadwall  29 
Dec  in  Milwaukee  (JF).  A Blue-winged  Teal 
20  Feb  in  Walworth  (SF)  was  considered 
noteworthy  in  Wisconsin,  as  were  the  420 
Northern  Shovelers  3 Jan  in  Dane  (WH). 
Also  a high  total  in  Wisconsin,  400+  Red- 
heads were  in  Sheboygan  11  Jan  (DT). 
Unusual  in  Minnesota  were  12  overwinter- 
ing Ring-necked  Ducks  at  the  Blue  L.  t tea  t - 
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ment  plant,  Scott  (m.  ob.).  A Greater  Scaup 
30  Dec  in  Duluth,  St.  Louis  (PS)  was  the 
2nd  latest  date  for  the  n.  portion  of  Min- 
nesota, while  one  overwintering  at  Blue  L. 
treatment  plant,  Scott  (m.  ob.)  was  rare. 
Presumably  early  migrants  in  that  state 
were  2 Greater  Scaup  21  Feb  in  Winona, 
Winona  (JD).  Michigan  had  reports  of  Har- 
lequin Ducks  from  four  counties,  all  from 
the  L.  Michigan  shoreline  in  the  sw.  portion 
of  the  state.  Wisconsin  also  had  several 
reports  from  L.  Michigan  (five  counties), 
while  Minnesota  had  a maximum  of  6 birds 
19  Jan- — 23  Feb  on  L.  Superior  at  Two  Har- 
bors, Lake  (PS,  JL).  Casual  in  Minnesota  in 
winter,  a White-winged  Scoter  was  reported 
19  Dec — 5 Jan  in  Duluth,  St.  Louis  (MA). 
After  the  fine  autumn  flight,  Wisconsin 
noted  all  three  scoters  on  L.  Michigan  and  a 
Black  Scoter  inland  in  Dane  10  Dec — 19  Jan 
(MP).  Michigan  had  typical  numbers  of  all 
three  scoters,  primarily  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
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Unusual  in  Minnesota  were  2 Long-tailed 
Ducks  on  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Dakota  (KB, 
SW)  23  Dec — 4 Jan.  Also  in  that  state,  a 
female  Barrows  Goldeneye  was  present  in 
Fergus  Falls,  Otter  Tail  30  Jan+  (SM,  m.  ob.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Forty-one  Rough-legged  Hawks  in  Dodge  16 
Feb  (DF)  were  noteworthy  in  Wisconsin 
(DF).  Michigan  had  only  two  Golden  Eagle 
reports  this  season,  singles  on  18  Jan 
in  Berrien  (JW)  and  on  29  Jan  in  Lin- 
coln Bridge  Park,  Clinton  (JB).  Wis- 
consin did  better  with  Golden 
Eagles,  which  were  reported  from 
seven  counties.  In  Minnesota,  an  ad. 
Gyrfalcon  was  seen  sporadically  19 
Dec+  in  Duluth,  St.  Louis  (DE,  ME), 
while  Michigan  had  one  on  6 Jan  and 
16  Feb  in  Presque  Ilse  (WG)  and 
through  the  period  in  Sault  Ste. 

Marie,  Chippewa  (SH,  ST).  As  is  typ- 
ical, the  only  Prairie  Falcon  in  the 
Region  came  from  Minnesota,  a sin- 
gle 25  Feb  in  Deerhorn,  Wilkin 
(CM).  Twenty  Gray  Partridges  in 
Shawano  6 Feb  (MP)  was  a good  total 
for  this  declining  Wisconsin  species. 

A King  Rail  reported  on  a Wisconsin 
C.B.C.  was  unusual.  In  Minnesota,  a 
Virginia  Rail  was  reported  calling  on  10  Jan 
at  Bass  Ponds,  Hennepin  (TT),  while  Wis- 
consin had  singles  18  Jan  in  Dane  (QY)  and 
5 Jan  in  Walworth  (MG).  Michigan’s  only 
Virginia  Rail  was  found  dead  14  Dec  at  New 
Buffalo,  Berrien  (CFr). 

A Killdeer  on  28  Dec  at  the  Dead  R.,  Mar- 
quette (LT)  was  n.  of  normal  in  Michigan. 
Very  late  in  the  Region  was  a Solitary  Sand- 
piper reported  in  Wisconsin  on  1 Dec  at 
Ozaukee  (p.  a.,  TU).  For  the  2nd  consecutive 
winter,  a Ruddy  Turnstone  was  present  in 
Michigan  at  Alpena,  Alpena,  this  year  17 
Jan — 15  Feb  (JSt).  Not  as  unusual  was  a lin- 
gering Sandcrling  in  Michigan  3 Dec  at  New 
Buffalo,  Berrien  (PU).  Also  in  that  state, 
Purple  Sandpipers  were  reported  1 Dec  at 
New  Buffalo,  Berrien  (DVi)  and  14  Dec  in 
Muskegon  (CF),  while  in  Wisconsin,  2 were 
present  in  Milwaukee  28  Dec — 1 Jan  (DG,JI, 
JF  et  ah),  and  one  was  in  Sheboygan  1 Dec — 
10  Jan  (TW,  MP,  DT  et  ah).  A Dunlin  at  L. 
Erie  Metropark,  Wayne  10  Dec  (WP)  was 
rare  in  winter  in  Michigan. 

A Franklin’s  Gull  at  Pt.  Douglas,  Wcts/i- 
ington  20-28  Dec  (KB,  DTh)  provided  a new 
late  date  for  Minnesota.  Another  was  in 
Wisconsin  24-29  Dec  in  Pierce  (p.  a.,  DKi). 
The  only  Little  Gull  in  the  Region  was  at 
South  Haven,  Van  Buren  1 Dec  (JG).  A Mew 
Gull  was  reported  in  Wisconsin  1 Dec  in 
Milwaukee  (p.  a.,  BB),  while  a California 
Gull  19  Dec  in  Dane  (p.  a.,  AS)  would  fur- 
nish that  state’s  7th  record.  All  three  states 
had  good  numbers  of  Thayer’s  Gulls,  the 


highest  concentration  being  in  Minnesota, 
where  11  were  reported  26  Dec  in  Dakota 
(KB).  Providing  Minnesota  its  latest  date  in 
the  s.  part  of  the  state,  an  Iceland  Gull 
remained  27  Nov — 20  Jan  in  Dakota  (m. 
ob.),  while  another  was  reported  23  Feb  in 
Duluth,  St.  Louis  (PS).  Michigan  had  only  a 
single  Iceland  Gull  report:  27  Dec  at  the 
Muskegon  Wastewater,  Muskegon  (PC). 
Wisconsin  reported  this  species  from  nine 


This  male  Western  Tanager  visited  feeders  in  Berrien  County  between 
6 December  2002  and  22  January  2003.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


counties.  Also  in  Wisconsin  were  single 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  1 Dec — 3 Jan  in 
Dane  (MEv,  m.  ob.),  18  Dec — 25  Jan  in  Mil- 
waukee 0L  BBo,  SL),  and  4Jan  in  Sheboygan 
(BMu,  TP).  Michigan  had  reports  of  Lesser 
Black-backeds  from  three  counties. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  VIRE0S 

The  Band-tailed  Pigeon  in  Minnesota  first 
reported  in  the  fall  remained  through  the 
period  in  Ravenna  Twp.,  Dakota  (CT,  HT, 
nr.  ob.).  Also  in  Minnesota,  a Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  was  present  at  a feeder  in 
Russell,  Lyon  during  Dec  ( fide  RS),  while  in 
Wisconsin,  the  individual  first  reported  in 
the  fall  in  Ozaukee  remained  through  the 
period  (DG).  Snowy  Owls  were  scarce  in 
the  Region  this  season.  Minnesota  had 
only  one  Northern  Hawk  Owl,  1 Dec  near 
Sandstone,  Pine  ( fide  MA).  A more  cooper- 
ative bird  was  seen  in  Michigan  early  Jan+ 
near  Kinross,  Chippewa  (RB,  TW).  Min- 
nesota had  about  18  Great  Gray  Owls  from 
six  counties;  Michigan  had  one  in  late  Dec 
near  Brimley,  Chippewa  (DL).  Both  Michi- 
gan and  Wisconsin  reported  good  numbers 
of  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls.  The 
only  report  of  Three-toed  Woodpecker 
came  from  Minnesota,  where  2 were  seen 
28  Dec — 3 Feb  on  Spruce  Rd.,  Lake  (v.  o.). 
Eastern  Phoebes  in  Pipestone  Twp.  14  Jan 
(TBa)  and  16  Jan  near  Niles  (J V) , both  in 
Berrien , were  very  late  for  Michigan.  Also 
in  that  state  was  an  unexpected  Logger- 
head  Shrike  15  Dec  during  the  Rogers  City 


C.B.C. , Presque  Isle  (RP).  A Black-billed 
Magpie  in  Douglas  8 Jan  (p.  a.,  RPe)  pro- 
vided a rare  Wisconsin  record.  Wisconsin 
reported  an  “exceptional  year”  for  Carolina 
Wrens,  with  reports  from  numerous  coun- 
ties. Michigan  also  had  a good  year  for  this 
species,  with  reports  from  19  counties  and 
a very  unexpected  bird  1 1 Jan  in  Chippewa 
(CF),  far  n.  of  normal  range.  A tardy 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  reported  in 
Minnesota  on  27  Dec  at  White  Bear 
L.,  Ramsey  (PF). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

There  were  six  Townsends  Solitaire 
reports  in  Minnesota  from  five  coun- 
ties, which  is  low  for  that  state.  Wis- 
consin had  as  many  as  3 at  Devil’s  Lake 
S.  P,  Sauk  (AH)  1 Dec — 19  Jan  and  a 
first  county  record  in  Washington  27 
Dec — 2 Jan  (BD,  TW,  DT).  Michigan 
had  one  1-8  Jan  in  Copper  Harbor, 
Keweenaw  (TA,  SH).  There  were  two 
Varied  Thrush  reports  in  Michigan:  3- 
24  Feb  in  Douglas,  Allegan  (MWa)  and 
18  Dec — 8 Jan  in  Eagle  River, 
Keweenaw  (TA).  Minnesota  had  eight 
reports  of  Varied  Thrush  from  eight 
counties,  while  Wisconsin  had  reports 
of  4 from  four  counties.  Minnesota’s 
Gray  Catbirds  were  in  Coon  Rapids,  Anoka 
2-3  Jan  (JH)  and  in  Mahtomedi,  Washington 
1 Jan  (EF),  Michigan’s  lone  catbird  was  in 
Dearborn,  Wayne  (JC)  24  Dec — 16  Feb, 
while  Wisconsin’s  were  noted  3 Dec  in  Dane 
(PA)  and  29  Jan  in  Kenosha  (WF).  Also  note- 
worthy in  Wisconsin  were  reports  of  North- 
ern Mockingbird  29  Dec  in  Dane  (QY),  16 
Feb  in  Iowa  (AH),  and  through  the  period  in 
Ashland  (TO,  DV).  The  only  American  Pipit 
report  in  the  Region  came  from  Wisconsin, 
where  one  was  found  on  12  Dec  in  Racine 
(EH).  It  was  a poor  year  for  Bohemian 
Waxwings  in  Wisconsin,  with  only  3 reports 
statewide.  Michigan  fared  a bit  better,  with 
reports  from  six  counties  and  a high  of  80 
on  22  Jan  in  Presque  Ilse  (WG).  Minnesota 
had  the  best  numbers  of  Bohemians:  an 
impressive  2000  at  Grand  Marais,  Cook  28 
Jan  (RJ).  Both  Michigan  and  Minnesota 
reported  unusually  high  numbers  of  Cedar 
Waxwings  in  the  n.  portions  of  their  states. 
There  was  an  impressive  variety  of  warblers 
seen  again  this  season.  Both  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  reported  single  Orange-crowned 
Warblers,  12  Jan  at  Pt.  Mouillee  State  Game 
Area,  Monroe  (AB,  PC),  and  29  Jan+  in 
Racine  (JJ),  respectively.  Michigan  reported 
single  Pine  Warblers  19-21  Feb  in  Plainfield 
Twp.,  Kent  (BDe)  and  in  Jan  near  Jenison, 
Ottawa  (RSh).  A Palm  Warbler  in  Kenosha 
3 Dec  (p.  a.,  BMa)  will  provide  Wisconsin 
its  2nd  latest  date  ever  if  accepted  by  the 
W.S.O.R.C.  A Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
present  in  Michigan  near  Delton,  Barry  23 
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Nov — 17  Jan  (MN,  CN).  Also  in  that  state, 
an  Ovenbird  was  found  27  Feb  and 
remained  through  the  period  in  Hunting 
Woods,  Oakland  (KS).  Finally  a Northern 
Waterthrush  at  Whitewater  S.P,  Winona  8- 
14  Dec  (DB)  provided  a first  winter  record 
for  Minnesota. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A popular  winter  visitor  was  the  cooperative 
male  Western  Tanager  in  Berrien  Twp., 
Berrien  6 Dec — 22  Jan  (TBa,  PC,  m.  ob.). 
Even  more  exciting  was  a first  Michigan 
record  for  Spotted  Towhee,  found  on  28 
Dec  during  the  Tuscola  County  C.B.C.  near 
Grindstone  City,  Huron  (p.  a.,  MW,  m.  ob.); 
the  bird  remained  into  mid-Jan.  Chipping 
Sparrows  were  reported  from  both  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin  and  seem  to  be  more  regular 
in  winter  in  the  e.  portion  of  the  Region. 
Noteworthy  in  Minnesota  were  reports  of 
Field  Sparrow  5 Jan  at  Cedar  L.,  Hennepin 
(TT),  5 Feb  in  Simpson  Twp.,  Olmsted  (CH, 
JH),  and  8 Feb  at  Minneopa  S.P.,  Nicollet 
(CHe).  A Vesper  Sparrow  was  an  unusual 
winter  find  in  Michigan  6 Dec  at  Tawas  Pt. 
S.P.,  Iosco  (BBe).  Only  the  9th  winter  record 
for  Minnesota,  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  seen 
13  Dec  in  Fergus  Falls,  Otter  Tail  (SM). 
Also  in  that  state,  Swamp  Sparrows 
remained  in  record-high  numbers  in  the 
south.  Two  in  Lake  28  Nov — 21  Dec  (JL) 
provided  unusual  records  in  the  n.  portion 
of  Minnesota.  Michigan  reported  single 
Harris’s  Sparrows  4-22  Jan  at  Riverbends 
Park,  Macomb  (SS,  AC)  and  on  12  Dec  in 
Coldwater,  Branch  (DR).  Wisconsin  also 
had  two  records:  7 Dec  in  Dane  (PA)  and  18 
Jan — 8 Feb  in  Rock  (OY).  Wisconsin 
reported  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  during 
the  C.B.C. 

A male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  on  20 
Jan  in  Waskish,  Beltrami  (DJ)  provided  Min- 
nesota it  most  northerly  winter  record. 
Noteworthy  in  Wisconsin  were  1000  Rusty 
Blackbirds  17  Dec  in  Dodge  (KK).  In  Min- 
nesota, 2 Rusty  Blackbirds  overwintered  at 
Two  Harbors,  Lake  (JL.  PS),  as  did  a Balti- 
more Oriole  at  Silver  L.,  Lake  (BN,  SN).  A 
high  total  of  4000  Snow  Buntings  was 
reported  in  Wisconsin  30  Jan  in  Brown 
(DT).  Numbers  of  winter  finches  on  the 
whole  were  very  poor  this  season,  including 
very  low  numbers  of  redpolls,  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, Pine  Siskin,  Red  Crossbill,  and 
Evening  Grosbeak.  Exceptions  to  the 
trends  were  White-winged  Crossbills, 
which  were  found  in  good  numbers  in  the 
n.  portions  of  the  Region.  Minnesota  had 
particularly  good  numbers,  the  maximum 
being  300  on  11  Jan  in  Aitken  (WN).  But 
even  more  significant  was  the  discovery  of  a 
White-winged  Crossbill  nest  with  three  eggs 
28  Feb  in  Two  Harbors,  Lake  (JL),  only  the 
2nd  confirmed  nesting  in  Minnesota.  A 


Cassin’s  Finch  reported  18  jan  in  Bayfield 
(p.  a.,  TM)  would  be  a first  state  record  for 
Wisconsin  (and  2nd  Regional  record)  if 
accepted  by  the  W.S.O.R.C.  There  were 
unusually  high  numbers  of  American 
Goldfinches  present  in  the  n.  portions  of 
Michigan  this  winter.  Both  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  reported  Evening  Grosbeaks  as 
being  rare  to  absent,  even  in  areas  where 
they  are  typically  present.  This  species 
seems  to  be  getting  rarer  with  each  passing 
winter  in  Michigan.  There  has  not  been  a 
significant  irruption  into  the  s.  portions  of 
Michigan  in  recent  memory. 

Corrigenda:  The  citation  for  Hooded  War- 
bler in  N.  A.  B.  56:  440  “North  of  its  breed- 
ing range  in  Wisconsin  was  a territorial 
Hooded  Warbler  in  Marathon”  should  be 
replaced  by  “A  successful  Hooded  Warbler 
nesting  was  confirmed  on  18  Jul  in  Portage, 
a first  for  that  Wisconsin  county  (MB).” 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Andy  Aldrich,  Mark  Alt,  Philip  Ashman, 
Thomas  Auer,  Tim  Baerwald  (TBa),  Bob  Bell 
(BBe),  Karl  Bardon  (Minnesota),  Ida  Bau- 
mann, Ty  Baumann,  John  Baumgarner,  Mur- 
ray Benner,  Brian  Boldt  (BBo),  Brad  Bolduan, 
Rick  Brigham,  Adam  Byrne,  Allen  Chartier, 
Phil  Chu,  Julie  Craves,  Jeffrey  Dankert,  Bob 
Dekosta  (BDe),  Bob  Domagalski,  Marty 
Evanson  (MEv),  Dave  Evans,  Molly  Evans, 
John  Feith,  Bob  Fisher,  Karen  Fisher,  Sean 
Fitzgerald,  Persis  Fitzpatrick,  Dan  Floren, 
Chip  Franke,  Curt  Franzmann  (CFr),  Randy 
Fredrickson,  Dave  Freriks,  Werner  Fritz, 
Ellen  Fuge,  Jim  Granlund,  William  Grigg, 
Maureen  Gross,  Dennis  Gustafson,  Chad 
Heins  (CHe),  Scott  Hickman,  William 
Hilsenhoff,  Chris  Hockema,  John  Hockema, 
Aaron  Holschbach,  Eric  Howe,  Jim  Hughes, 
John  Idzikowski,  Robert  Jannssen,  Douglas 
Johnson,  Jim  Johnson,  Kevin  Kearns,  Dou- 
glas Kieser  (DKi),  Fred  Lesher,  James  Lind, 
Derek  Lovitch,  Steve  Lubahn,  Craig  Mandel, 
Ted  May,  Steve  Millard,  Bill  Mueller  (BMu), 
Brad  Murphy  (Michigan),  Bill  Nelson,  Susie 
Nelson,  Warren  Nelson,  Chuck  Nieves, 
Micha  Nieves,  Tim  Oksiuta,  Andy  Paulios, 
Walter  Pawloski,  Ron  Perala  (RPe),  Dave 
Peters,  Mark  Peterson,  Tom  Prestby  , Robert 
Preston,  Wayne  Rohde  (Wisconsin), 
Delores  Royer,  Ron  Shavalier  (RSh),  Paul 
Schilke  (PSc),  Roger  Schroeder,  Brian  Smith, 
Kathy  Smith,  joe  Soehnel,  Jane  St.  Onge 
(JSt),  Aaron  Stutz,  Peder  Svingen,  Louis  Tac- 
colini,  Scott  Terry,  Daryl  Tessen,  Dave 
Thurston  (DTh),  Dave  Trauba  (DTr),  Carol 
Tressel,  Hank  Tressel,  Tom  Tustinson,  Pat 
Underwood,  Tom  Uttech,  John  Van  Der  Lin- 
den, Dick  Verch,  Dave  Vinnedge  (DVi), 
Quentin  Yoerger,  Marjorie  Waldschmidt 
(MWa),  Steve  Weston,  Jon  Weupper,  Myles 
Willard,  Thomas  Wood.  © 
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For  the  first  half  of  the  season,  it 
seemed  that  the  Region  experienced  a 
freak  latitudinal  inversion  wherein 
Iowa  had  dry,  unseasonably  warm  weather 
while  Missouri,  especially  the  southern  half, 
was  buffeted  by  repeated  blizzards.  More 
typical  weather  returned  during  the  last  half 
of  the  season.  Iowa  experienced  about  aver- 
age temperatures,  and  although  there  was 
some  snow,  it  was  one  of  the  driest  winters 
on  record.  Missouri  had  below-average  tem- 
peratures, and,  in  the  north,  very  low  pre- 
cipitation. Having  nothing  to  do  with  our 
weather  was  the  seasons  best  bird,  a Clark’s 
Nutcracker  near  St.  Louis.  It  will  be  inter- 
esting to  see  if  others  moved  eastward, 
although  there  are  preliminary  indications 
that  this  was  the  lone  ranger.  Most  water- 
fowl  departed  early  but  returned  on  sched- 
ule. Mirnids  made  a very  good  showing  in 


Iowa,  and  there  were  some  lingering  war- 
blers. As  we  have  come  to  expect,  winter 
finches  failed  to  appear. 

A special  thanks  to  Brad  Jacobs,  my  Win- 
ter Field  Reports  counterpart  from  Missouri. 
He  was  indispensable  in  assembling  the 
records  for  this  column.  Thanks  also  to 
Steve  Dinsmore,  one  of  Iowa’s  own  and  now 
Associate  Editor,  for  his  thoughtful  review. 
Finally,  thanks  to  Ken  Brock  for  his  years  of 
compiling  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  for- 
mer Middlewestern  Prairie  Region.  Doing 
this  single  report  made  me  appreciate  the 
huge  amount  of  work  he  did,  compiling 
material  from  six  states  four  times  a year. 

Abbreviations:  R.E.D.A.  (Riverlands  Envi- 
ronmental Demonstration  Area,  St.  Charles , 
MO);  S.L.N.W.R.  (Swan  Lake  N.W.R.,  Liv- 
ingston, MO). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Common  Loons  lingered  at  Rathbun  Res.  in 
Appanoose , IA  11-20  Dec  (AB,  RLC)  and  in 
St.  Louis,  MO  1 Jan  (1H).  There  were  2 Pied- 
billed  Grebes  at  Cedar  L.  in  Cedar  Rapids,  IA 
29  Jan — 16  Feb  (MCD).  L.Jacomo,  Jackson, 
MO  produced  two  good  grebes,  a Red- 
necked 7 Dec  (LL,  m.  ob.)  and  an  Eared  8 


Dec  (RM).  The  79  American  White  Pelicans 
and  16  Double-crested  Cormorants  at  the 
Montrose  power  plant  in  Henry  20  Jan  (MR) 
were  new  Missouri  high  counts  for  Jan. 
Unusual  were  2 Great  Egrets  at  the  Ameren 
Portage  Des  Sioux  Power  Plant  in  St. 
Charles,  MO  1 Feb  (JE).  A juv.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  at  Cedar  L.  24-25  Jan 
was  Iowa’s  5th  consecutive  winter  record  at 
that  location  (BSc).  A Plegadis  ibis  at 
S.L.N.W.R.  was  reported  by  hunters  2 Dec 
( fide  SK).  Missouri’s  northernmost  Black 
Vulture  roost  produced  8 Black  and  150 
Turkey  in  Ste.  Genevieve  11  Jan  (JE,  JM, 
CM).  Exceptional  was  the  Turkey  Vulture  in 
Clay,  n.  Iowa  9 Jan  (tLAS);  another  was  on 
the  Iowa  City  C.B.C. 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
reported  in  small  numbers  throughout  the 
season,  with  migrants  returning  to  cen.  Iowa 
13  Feb  (MP,  MCD).  The  largest  concentra- 
tions of  wintering  Canada  Geese  were  7000 
at  2 Cetro  Gordo  locations  in  n.  Iowa.  (PH, 
CJF).  Accidental  in  the  Region,  a hrota 
Brant  in  Tama,  IA  9-11  Dec  marked  the 
state’s  2nd  consecutive  year  for  this  species 
(tMP,  tMCD).  There  were  about  12  Mute 
Swans  around  the  Region,  with  6 unmarked 
birds  in  Lincoln,  MO  1 Feb  (BS)  being  the 
high  count.  Trumpeter  Swans  peaked  at  52 
at  R.E.D.A.  8 Dec;  unusual  for  Missouri,  2 
Tundra  Swans  overwintered  here  (BR,  MT). 
Impressive  was  the  count  of  6000  Tundra 
Swans  at  their  usual  Mississippi  R.  staging 
area  in  Allamakee,  IA  1 Dec  (DC).  Impres- 
sive Mallard  totals  were  22,500  at  Rathbun 
Res.,  IA  11  Dec  (AB),  and  50,000  each  at 
Lincoln,  MO  (SK)  and  S.L.N.W.R.  (SK). 
Other  dabblers  appeared  in  normal  num- 
bers. Aythya  ducks  were  not  well  repre- 
sented except  for  725  Ring-necked  Ducks  on 
Pool  19  of  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Lee  20  Dec 
and  184  Greater  Scaup  there  26  Dec  (SJD). 
Iowa  had  6 White-winged  Scoters,  the  latest 
26  Dec;  Missouri  had  one  at  Mozingo  L., 
Nodaway  4 Dec  (DAE)  and  2 imms.  at  L. 
Jacomo  8 Dec  (RM).  The  latter  locale  also 
produced  Missouri’s  first  winter  Black  Scoter 
record  away  from  the  Mississippi  R.  7 Dec 
(tDAE,  PK).  Long-tailed  Duck  numbers 
were  about  normal,  with  10  in  three  Iowa 
locations  during  Dec  and  2 at  R.E.D.A.  1 Feb 
(CA).  An  exceptional  940  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers at  the  Montrose  Power  Plant  in 
Henry,  MO  20  Jan  was  the  highest  count  for 
the  state  in  any  season  (MR).  Unexpected  in 
mid-winter  was  a Red-breasted  Merganser  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  IA  29  Jan  (tMCD). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Northern  Goshawks  did  not  make  it  s.  of  I- 
80  in  Iowa,  and  seven  of  the  nine  reports 
were  from  the  n.  three  tiers  of  counties. 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  reported  from 
three  Iowa  and  four  Missouri  locations, 
although  they  may  not  be  consistently 
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reported  in  the  Ozark  Plateau.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  wintering  birds  in  Allamakee , 
IA,  Golden  Eagles  appeared  at  four  scattered 
Iowa  locations,  while  2 different  birds  were 
i in  the  vicinity  of  S.L.N.W.R.  in  Feb  (SK,  JG). 
Iowa  had  5 post-C.B.C.  Merlins,  and  Mis- 
souri had  one.  The  most  easterly  Prairie 
Falcon  was  one  at  S.L.N.W.R.  19  Feb  (SK); 
other  singles  were  in  Vernon,  MO  1 Dec 
(CB),  at  Buchanan,  MO  2 Dec  (LL),  and  in 
Sioux  City,  I A 6 Feb  (GLV). 

Reintroduced  populations  of  Greater 
Prairie-Chickens  seem  to  be  holding  their 
own  along  the  Iowa/Missouri  border:  24  at 
i Dunn  Ranch  Preserve  in  Hanison,  MO  7 Jan 
(SK)  and  34  at  Kellerton  A.  in  Ringgold,  IA  in 
Feb  (Ed  White,  fide  jJD)  were  encouraging 
numbers.  Reflecting  a continuing  decline, 
Northern  Bobwhite  was  virtually  unreported 
in  Iowa,  but  Brad  Jacobs  noted  that  in  Mis- 
souri, they  seemed  to  be  more  numerous. 
Virginia  Rails  included  5 on  14  Dec  and  one 
on  20  Dec  at  the  Columbia,  MO  W.T.P.;  a 
Sora  was  also  here  14  Dec  (BG).  Iowa  had 
two  midwinter  American  Coot  reports  of 
one  or  2 birds.  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
reported  only  from  Missouri,  with  7 in  Ste. 
Genevieve  2 Feb  (JE,  JM)  and  one  at  the 
Montrose  Power  Plant  20  Jan  (MR). 

Wintering  were  2 Killdeer  and  a Wilson’s 
Snipe  at  the  Decorah  trout  hatchery  in 
extreme  ne.  Iowa  (DC).  Missouri  posted 
three  unusual  shorebird  reports:  a Lesser 
Yellowlegs  in  Laclede  through  5 Dec  (LP),  up 
to  23  Least  Sandpipers  the  Winfield  Lock 
and  Dam  in  Lincoln  11  Jan,  with  smaller 
numbers  remaining  through  the  sea- 
\ son  (BS),  and  another  Least  on  the 
Four  Rivers,  MO  C.B.C. 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRD 

An  ad.  Franklins  Gull  was  at  Say- 
lorville  Res.  22-24  Dec  (SJD,  AB). 

There  were  8 Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at 
Truman  Res.  dam,  MO  20  Jan  (MR), 
lowans  turned  up  about  13  Thayer’s 
Gulls  during  the  season;  none  were 
reported  from  Missouri,  but  an  Ice- 
land Gull  was  found  at  R.E.D.A.  3 
Feb  (JE).  The  season’s  only  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  molting  into  sec- 
ond-alternate plumage,  was  at 
R.E.D.A.  23  Feb.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  included  an  ad.  in  Des 
; Moines,  IA  15-17  Jan  (IMP,  tRCe,  m. 
ob.)  and  2 ads.  at  R.E.D.A.  1 Feb 
(BR).  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were 
reported  from  nine  Iowa  counties  and  sev- 
eral Missouri  locations;  the  most  by  far  were 
the  26  in  Guthrie,  IA  23  Dec  (AB,  JJD). 
Greater  Roadrunners  appeared  in  above- 
average  numbers  in  their  usual  range  in 
extreme  sw.  Missouri,  with  several  appearing 
at  feeders.  A concerted  search  in  n.-cen. 
Missouri  for  Barn  Owls  produced  singles  in 


Livingston  and  Carroll  14  Feb  (SK).  There 
was  an  Arctic-race  Great  Horned  Owl  in 
Grundy,  IA  1 Feb  (MP).  The  most  southerly 
Snowy  Owl  was  in  Knox,  MO  for  several 
weeks  (AD),  and  another  was  in  Hanison , 
MO  25  Jan  (SK);  there  were  4 others  in  the 
n.  half  of  Iowa.  Long-eared  Owl  made  a 
good  Iowa  showing,  with  10  or  more  in 
Worth  (RG,  CJF),  Iowa  (fide  JJD),  and  Ply- 
mouth (GLV)  and  4 or  more  were  reported 
from  six  other  counties.  Short-eared  Owl 
peak  counts  include  up  to  24  in  Barton,  MO 
15  Feb  (JC)  and  11  in  Butler,  IA  1 Dec  (MP, 
BP).  Steve  Kinder  observed  that  both  Long- 
eared and  Short-eared  Owls  were  absent 
from  some  n.  Missouri  roosts  and  in  low 
numbers  in  others.  Missouri  had  2 North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owls,  both  from  the  n.  two 
tiers  of  counties;  Iowa  had  10  reports  of  12 
birds  from  throughout  the  season  and  the 
state.  A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was 
in  Boone,  MO  9-15  Dec,  the  state’s  latest 
record  (t,  ph.  TG). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

“Red-shafted”  Northern  Flickers  away  from 
the  w.  edge  of  the  Region  included  one  on 
the  S.L.N.W.R.  C.B.C.  and  another  nearby  in 
Livingston,  MO  4 Nov  and  16  Feb  (LL,  SK). 
Eastern  Phoebes  appeared  in  two  se.  and  one 
ne.  Missouri  counties;  of  more  interest  was  a 
Say’s  Phoebe  at  Four  Rivers  C.  A.,  Bates,  MO 

14  Dec  (t,  ph.  MR,  RM).  There  were  5 Log- 
gerhead Shrikes  on  the  Maryville,  MO 
C.B.C.;  Iowa  singles  were  in  Appanoose  8 & 

15  Dec  (RLC),  on  the  Iowa  City  C.B.C.,  and 


wintering  in  Wanen  (ph.  JGi,  AJ).  Northern 
Shrikes  made  it  s.  to  extreme  nw.  Missouri, 
with  up  to  2 in  Nodaway  4-5  Jan  (KG,  DAE, 
PK)  and  one  in  adjacent  Worth  25  Jan  (ph. 
RM).  With  the  exception  of  3 during  the 
season  in  Wanen  (JS),  all  of  Iowa’s  15  reports 
were  from  the  n.  half  of  the  state.  The  bird 
of  the  season  was  a Clark’s  Nutcracker  that 


remained  for  a few  days  at  Busch  C.A.  in  St. 
Charles,  MO  21  Dec  (tRK,  ph.  Mike  Grant), 
representing  Missouri’s  first  report  in  30 
years.  Horned  Larks  concentrations 
appeared  only  in  Iowa,  with  3600  in  O’Brien 
29  Jan  (DK)  and  four  other  mid-Feb  reports 
of  100  or  more.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
pretty  much  stayed  home;  Iowa  had  six 
reports  of  single  or  2 birds  and  Missouri  had 
2,  but  Brown  Creepers  wintered  in  higher- 
than-average  numbers  in  both  states.  Two 
Carolina  Wrens  wintered  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
(BFH,  GLV).  A Bewick’s  Wren  was  in  New- 
ton, MO  22  Feb,  a location  where  this 
species  winters  in  small  numbers  (JC).  Lin- 
gering in  Iowa  were  a Marsh  Wren  in  Lee  20- 
26  Dec  (SJD)  and  another  on  the  Shenan- 
doah C.B.C.  The  most  among  three  Mis- 
souri reports  were  6 at  the  Columbia  W.T.P. 
14  Dec  (BG);  some  of  the  other  birds  appar- 
ently wintered. 

There  were  4 Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  on 
the  Des  Moines  C.B.C.  and  3 other  Dec 
reports  of  singles  in  Iowa.  The  Region’s  only 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  on  the  Cherokee 
C.B.C.  in  nw.  Iowa.  Iowa  had  7 post-C.B.C. 
Hermit  Thrushes  from  five  locations,  prima- 
rily in  the  south.  Varied  Thrushes  were  at 
Guthrie,  I A 7 Dec  (MP,  WO),  Spirit  L,  I A 7- 
8 Dec  (ET,  LAS),  and  Sioux,  IA  8 Dec — 11 
Jan  (GLV,  BFH,  PE,  ph.  Loren  Hansen);  Mis- 
souri birds  were  at  St.  Louis  23  Jan  (tMTe) 
and  Texas  26-28  Jan  (ph.  Susan  Ford).  Sur- 
prising for  Iowa  were  Gray  Catbird  reports 
from  six  C.B.C.s,  plus  one  in  Iowa  City  23 
Dec — 26  Jan  (JLF),  another  near  Iowa  City 
23  Jan  (JLF),  and  one  in  Woodbury 
23  Feb  (BFH).  Iowa  Northern 
Mockingbirds  were  reported  on  the 
Carroll  C.B.C.  and  in  Louisa  16  Jan 
(JLF).  Completing  Iowa’s  mimid 
sweep  were  Brown  Thrashers  25 
Dec — 26  Jan  at  Iowa  City  (JLF),  on 
the  Humboldt  County  C.B.C.,  and  a 
wintering  bird  in  Mason  City  (CJF). 
Reports  of  4 Brown  Thrashers  also 
came  from  s.  Missouri.  Iowa  had  a 
single  American  Pipit  on  the  Clin- 
ton, IA  C.B.C.,  and  the  high  count 
was  a noteworthy  68  at  Four  Rivers 
C.  A.  in  Bates,  MO  14  Dec  (RM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warblers  made  a respectable  show- 
ing. An  Orange-crowned  appeared 
on  the  Taney,  MO  C.B.C.,  and 
another  was  in  St.  Charles,  MO  5 
Jan  (JE).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  identi- 
fied on  the  KATY  bike  Trail  near  Columbia, 
MO  9 Feb  (MB).  A Palm  Warbler  was  on  the 
Mingo,  MO  C.B.C.  Iowa’s  7th  winter  and 
record-latest  Ovenbird  was  in  Iowa  City  17 
Dec  and  again  15  Jan  (ph.  Jan  McDonald, 
Steve  Eliot).  Finally,  Common  Yellowthroats 
were  on  the  Shenandoah,  IA  C.B.C.  and  at 


Clark's  Nutcracker  had  not  been  seen  in  three  decades  in  Missouri,  so  this  bird 
at  Busch  Conservation  Area  in  St.  Charles  County  21  December  2002  was  the 
pearl  of  the  holiday  season,  without  question.  Photograph  by  Mike  Grant. 
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Fountain  Grove  A.  near  Chillicothe,  MO  26 
Dec. 

There  were  7 Spotted  Towhees  on  three 
Iowa  C.B.C.s,  all  in  the  w.  half  of  the  state; 
another  was  in  Ozark,  MO  24  Dec  (EF). 
Field  Sparrows  appeared  on  four  Iowa 
C.B.C.s,  while  another  was  in  Livingston, 
MO  3 Feb  (SK).  Savannah  Sparrow  num- 
bers peaked  at  79  at  the  Clarence  Cannon, 
MO  C.B.C.,  and  4 Fox  Sparrows  wintered  at 
three  n.  Iowa  locations.  Unusual  in  mid- 
winter was  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  Warren,  IA 
5 Jan  (fJS).  White-throated  Sparrows  win- 
tered in  good  numbers  throughout  Iowa;  the 
high  count  by  far  was  27  in  Iowa  City  10  Feb 
(TFIK).  Harris’s  Sparrows  remained  in  the  w. 
half  of  the  Region,  and  a White-crowned 
wintered  at  Spirit  L.,  IA  (ET).  Lapland 
Longspur  flocks  peaked  at  about  200  in  both 
states,  but  Snow  Buntings  were  scarce  in 
both.  Very  unusual  was  an  Indigo  Bunting 
in  Ste.  Genevieve  in  se.  Missouri  4 Jan  (tJE). 
Brewer’s  Blackbird  reports  were  all  from 
C.B.C.s:  one  at  Four  Rivers,  MO  and  another 
at  Shenandoah,  IA.  Great-tailed  Grackles  in 
Missouri  peaked  at  1000  in  Boone  in  cen. 
Missouri  4 Dec  (NY),  and  up  to  30  wintered 
in  Warren,  IA  (AJ). 

Winter  finches  were  once  again  a no- 
show.  Post-C.B.C.  Purple  Finch  reports 
totaled  11  birds  at  three  Iowa  locations,  and 
the  only  Common  Redpoll  was  on  the 
Burlington,  IA  C.B.C.  Single  Pine  Siskins 
appeared  at  two  Iowa  locations;  another  was 
in  Holt,  MO  (TR).  Unreported  were  cross- 
bills and  Evening  Grosbeak;  the  latter  has 
been  returned  to  “casual”  status  in  Iowa.  In 
addition  to  their  usual  Iowa  and  Missouri 
locations,  6 Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows  were 
along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Canton,  MO  26 
Jan,  where  they  are  probably  regular  (TRCe). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  coordinators 
in  boldface):  Connie  Alwood,  Mike  Brady, 
Aaron  Brees,  Charles  Burwick,  Jeff  Cantrell, 
Dennis  Carter,  Robert  Cecil  (RCe)  (Iowa), 
Ray  Cummings  (RLC),  James  J.  Dinsmore, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Ann  Downing,  Joseph 
Eades,  David  A.  Easterla,  Bill  Eddleman, 
Pete  Ernzen,  Carolyn  Fischer,  Evelyn  Ford, 
Jim  L.  Fuller,  Bill  Goodge,  Troy  Gordon, 
Kirby  Goslee,  Jay  Gilliam  0GB,  Rita 
Goransen,  John  Guthrie  OGu),  Paul 
Hertzel,  Ian  Hunt,  Bill  F Huser,  Brad  Jacobs 
(Missouri),  Ann  Johnson,  Thomas  H.  Kent, 
Steve  Kinder,  Darwin  Koenig,  Peter  Kon- 
drashov,  Rich  Kostecke,  Larry  Lade,  Jerry 
Majka,  Charlene  Malon,  Roger  McNeill, 
Wolf  Oesterreich,  Lester  Panned,  Beth 
Proescholdt,  Mark  Proescholdt,  Mark  Rob- 
bins, Tommie  Rogers,  Dave  Rogles,  Bill 
Rowe,  Bill  Scheible  (BSc),  Lee  A.  Schoe- 
newe,  Bruce  Schutte  (BS),  Jim  Sinclair,  Mag- 
gie Terpstra  (MTe),  Ed  Thelen,  Mike  Thelen 
(MT),  Gerald  Von  Ehwegen,  Neal  Young.  © 
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TENNESSEE 


With  only  a few  exceptions,  the 
winter  2002-2003  season  was 
relatively  unspectacular.  An 
especially  mild  December  gave  way  to  the 
coldest  January  in  several  years,  with  an 
above-average  amount  of  snowfall  for  the 
Region  during  the  month.  Precipitation 
ended  up  above  average  for  most  of  the 
Region,  due  in  large  part  to  an  unusually 
wet  month  of  February.  Following  an 
extended  bitter  cold  spell  in  the  latter  half 
of  January,  below-average  temperatures 
lingered  into  late  February.  The  season 
was  noteworthy  for  the  lack  of  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  and  northern 
finches,  and  only  modest  occurrences  of 
rarities  outside  of  two  exceptional  finds  in 
west  Tennessee — a Long-billed  Murrelet 
and  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher — and  an 
Allen’s  Hummingbird  in  middle  Ten- 
nessee. 

Abbreviations:  Big  Sandy  (Big  Sandy  Unit 
Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN),  Black 
Bayou  (Black  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Lake,  TN), 
Britton  Ford  (Britton  Ford,  Tennessee 
N.W.R,  Henry,  TN),  Pickwick  (Pickwick 
Landing  S.P.,  Hardin,  TN),  Sauerheber 
(Sauerheber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hen- 
derson, KY). 

LOONS  THROUGH  EGRETS 

The  only  Red-throated  Loon  was  an  ad.  at 
Pickwick  23  Feb  (ph.  JRW,  SD).  Pacific 
Loons,  which  are  becoming  increasingly 
regular  on  the  Region’s  larger  lakes,  were 
represented  by  single  birds  at  L.  Peewee, 
Hopkins,  KY  17  Dec  (vt.  DR)  and  at  Pick- 
wick 23  Feb  (JRW,  SD).  A count  of  852+ 
Homed  Grebes  at  Big  Sandy  22  Dec 
matched  the  number  recorded  there  dur- 
ing the  peak  of  fall  migration,  indicating 
much  carryover  into  the  winter  (JRW). 
Three  Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported, 
one  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  14  Dec  (tMB), 
one  at  Boone  L.,  TN  18-24  Feb  (RK  et  al.), 
and  one1 — which  must  be  considered  the 
luckiest  bird  in  recent  memory — that  was 
retrieved  from  a roadside  in  rural  Martin, 
KY  27  Feb  after  the  observer’s  car  appar- 
ently frightened  a hawk  (which  had  just 
captured  the  grebe)  into  dropping  it  (ph. 
PE)!  Eared  Grebes  were  reported  only 
from  Tennessee,  with  up  to  7 at  the  now- 
traditional  wintering  location  on  S.  Hol- 
ston  L.  through  the  period  (RK,  WC  et  al.) 
and  singles  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  Davidson  1 
Jan  to  month’s  end  (vt.  CS,  m.  ob.)  and 
Britton  Ford  22  Dec  (ph.  JRW).  A West- 
ern Grebe,  approximately  the  4th  for  Ten- 
nessee and  the  first  in  se.  Tennessee  since 
the  species  was  split  from  Clark’s  Grebe, 
was  at  Nickajack  L.  21  Dec-19  Jan  (JH,  m. 
ob.). 

Quite  unusual  was  an  American  White 
Pelican  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  the  mouth  of  the 


Licking  R.,  Campbell/Kenton,  KY  24  ’Jan 
(JHy,  ph.  FR);  at  least  in  part  due  to  mild 
early-winter  weather,  impressive  numbers 
remained  on  L.  Barkley,  KY  into  mid-Jan; 
by  20  Feb,  ca.  350  had  returned  to  n.  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon  (DR,  DL).  Two  Great  Egrets 
were  late  lingerers  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  4 Jan 
(MB,  SR),  and  singles  were  reported  at 
three  locations  in  Tennessee  during  the 
period. 

WATERFOWL 

Mute  Swans  put  in  a strong  showing  in 
Tennessee;  a flock  of  8 was  in  Jackson  29 
Dec  (T&VC),  and  what  was  likely  the 
same  flock  was  found  at  Dale  Hollow  L.  17 
Feb  (TC);  also,  a single  bird  was  found  on 
the  Memphis  C.B.C.  15  Dec  ( fide  WRP), 
and  3 were  found  in  Dyersburg  15-28  Jan 
(KL).  The  apparently  now-regular  winter- 
ing flock  of  Tundra  Swans  at  Sauerheber 
returned  in  late  Nov  and  remained 
through  the  period,  with  a peak  count  of 
23  birds  during  late  Dec  and  early  Jan 
(MM).  Tennessee  experienced  an  unusu- 
ally high  number  of  reports  of  the  species, 
with  from  one  to  2 Tundras  reported  from 
three  locations  in  e.  Tennessee  and  4 
reported  from  one  location  in  w.  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  winter  flock  of  Greater  White- 
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||  Again  this  winter,  both  states  reported  small  groups  of  Trumpeter  Swans  that  had  originated  from  reintroduction 
1 programs  in  the  Great  Lakes  states.  Single  birds  or  small  flocks  of  these  swans  have  been  reported  in  Kentucky 
on  at  least  six  occasions  since  1990  and  on  one  previous  occasion  in  Tennessee.  Records  committees  in  several  midwest- 
ern  states  have  acted  to  move  these  reintroduced  populations  of  swans  back  into  an  "accepted"  status  for  listing  purposes. 
However,  such  action  has  not  yet  been  considered  by  either  the  Tennessee  or  Kentucky  committees. 


fronted  Geese  in  w.  Fulton , KY  peaked  at  a 
new  record  high  for  the  state  with  about 
5000  birds  reported  3T  Dec  (DR)  and 
about  3000  counted  on  the  official 
U.S.EW.S.  waterfowl  survey  on  8 Jan  ( fide 
CD);  likewise,  a count  of  3500  at  Sauerhe- 
ber  1-15  Jan  represented  a new  high 
count  for  that  area  (MM).  Single  Greater 
White-fronteds  in  Hawkins  (RC,  WC)  and 
Warren  (DM  et  ah),  TN  represented 
unusual  occurrences  for  ne.  Tennessee.  It 
was  not  an  exceptional  winter  for  Ross’s 
Geese,  with  only  singles  reported  from 
five  Kentucky  and  three  Tennessee  locali- 
ties during  the  period. 

Three  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Black  Bayou 
1 Feb  (NM)  were  likely  early  migrants. 
The  Nickajack,  TN  C.B.C.  reported  94 
Greater  Scaup,  its  highest  count  ever  ( fide 
JP).  The  above-average  fall  flight  of  Surf 
Scoters  continued  into  mid-Dec,  with  4 on 
the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  3 Dec  (DR),  2 at 
the  same  location  18  Dec  (FR),  one  at  S. 
Holston  L.  1 1 Dec  (HL,  BrS),  and  8 at  Brit- 
ton Ford  22  Dec  (ph.  JRW).  Single  White- 
winged Scoters  were  observed  twice  on 
the  Ohio  R.  in  n.  Kentucky  late  Jan — early 
Feb  (BPB  et  ah;  JS)  and  at  S.  Holston  L.  28 
Jan  (WC,  BrS);  in  addition,  3 were  found 
on  Cherokee  L„  TN  8-18  Feb  (KDE  et 
al.).  Single  Black  Scoters  were  observed  at 
S.  Holston  L.  5 Dec  (RK,  FA),  on  the  Ohio 
R.,  Gallatin,  KY  14  Dec  (BPB  et  al.),  on  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  22  Dec  and  20  Feb 
(DR),  and  at  Pickwick  23  Feb  (JRW).  One 
to  5 Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported 
from  two  Kentucky  and  seven  Tennessee 
localities  during  the  season,  constituting 
an  above-average  showing.  A single 
female  Common  Merganser  at  Boone  L., 
TN  20  Dec  was  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
upper  e.  Tennessee  (RK). 


OSPREY  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Single  Ospreys,  rare  in  winter  in  the 
Region,  were  found  at  S.  Holston  L.,  TN 
26  Dec — 5 Jan  (DH,  RC,  RK)  and  at  Eagle 
Bend  in  Anderson,  TN  6 Dec  and  24  Feb 
(NeM).  The  Region’s  only  Northern 
Goshawk  was  a well-described  juv.  in 
Lauderdale,  TN  19  Jan  (tJRW).  Golden 
Eagles  were  observed  at  four  Kentucky 
locations,  including  an  impressive  6 on  15 
Jan  at  Bernheim  Forest,  Bullitt/Nelson 
(RM)  and  a single  bird  in  Martin  in  far  e. 


Kentucky  17  Jan  (CL);  reports  in  Ten- 
nessee were  limited  to  traditional  areas  at 
Big  Sandy  and  Britton  Ford  (JRW,  MT). 
Winter  reports  of  Merlins  have  been 
increasing  in  the  Region,  and  more  than  a 
dozen  observations  of  one  to  2 birds  were 
reported  at  seven  Kentucky  locations,  and 
six  observations  of  one  to  2 birds  were 
reported  at  four  Tennessee  locations. 

Out-of-season  rails  included  from  one 
to  5 Virginias  in  Hamilton,  TN  14  Dec — 19 
Feb  (DP)  and  a Sora  in  Roane,  TN  28  Dec 
(DJ).  Small  numbers  of  southbound  Sand- 
hill Cranes  continued  to  pass  through  the 
Region  into  late  Dec.  An  impressive  total 
of  12,817  was  tallied  on  the  Hiwassee 
C.B.C.  1 Jan  ( fide  KC).  The  first  north- 
bound birds  were  noted  in  Muhlenberg,  KY 
11  Jan  (MV),  and  an  excellent  late  win- 
ter/early spring  northward  flight  devel- 
oped in  Feb;  flocks  began  being  regularly 
reported  by  the  first  week  of  the  month, 
and  by  mid-Feb  the  flight  was  in  full 
swing.  However,  a period  of  about  two 
weeks  of  nasty  weather  put  down  perhaps 
the  largest  number  of  cranes  ever  to  be  “on 
the  ground”  in  Kentucky  in  spring.  Most 
birds  were  seen  in  the  traditional  migra- 
tory corridor,  but  at  least  a few  were  seen 
as  far  e.  as  Morgan  (MEin)  and  Mont- 
gomery, KY  (GR),  and  Green,  Johnson,  and 
Washington,  TN  (m.  ob.).  Out-of-season 
Spotted  Sandpipers  were  seen  in  Clay,  TN 
18  Dec  (TC),  Shelby,  TN  26-27  Jan  (JRW, 
AW),  and  Sullivan,  TN  30  Jan  (FA).  Quite 
unusual  for  Kentucky  in  winter  was  a flock 
of  15  presumed  early  migrant  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  in  s.  Warren  22  Feb  (DR);  the 
earliest  report  for  Tennessee  was  one  bird 
at  Shelby  Farms,  Shelby  26  Feb  (JRW). 


GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Despite  a relatively  prolonged  period  of 
cold  weather,  it  was  not  a notable  winter 
for  gulls.  One  to  2 first-year  Laughing 
Gulls  were  observed  in  w.  Kentucky  8 Dec 
(HC)  to  15  Jan  (DR);  another  was 
observed  in  Shelby,  TN  17  Dec  (JRW). 
Only  2 Thayer’s  Gulls,  an  ad.  at  Barkley 
Dam  on  22  Dec  (ph.  DR)  and  an  ad.  and  a 
first-year  bird  at  Barkley  Dam  on  20  Feb 
(vt.  DR)  were  reported  from  Kentucky.  In 
Tennessee,  a first-year  bird  was  reported 
from  Big  Sandy  8 & 21  Dec  (tJRW),  and 
one  to  2 first-year  birds  were  at  Pickwick 


25  Dec  and  23  Feb  (tJRW,  SD).  As  is 
becoming  usual  in  the  w.  part  of  both 
states,  small  numbers  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  lingered  through  the  season, 
mostly  along  Kentucky  L.  from  Kentucky 
Dam  south  to  Pickwick  (MB,  HC,  ph.  DR, 
ph.  JRW,  MG).  The  only  Glaucous  Gulls 
reported  were  first-year  birds  on  Kentucky 
L.,  Marshall,  KY  18  Dec  (DR)  and  at  Pick- 
wick 23  Feb  (ph.  JRW).  Not  to  be  outdone 
by  Kentucky’s  Long-billed  Murrelet  dur- 
ing the 'fall  2002  season,  Tennessee  birders 
observed  the  states  first  record  at  Reelfoot 
L.  14  Dec  (tJRW,  TMG,  tBF). 

Peak  winter  counts  of  Short-eared  Owls 
in  w.  Kentucky  were  18  birds  in  Muhlen- 
berg in  early  Dec  (P&SF)  and  15-20  there 
in  early  Jan  (MV);  one  at  Cades  Cove, 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  N.P.,  TN  25  Dec 
(JA)  was  an  unusual  find  there.  A North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  responded  to  a tape  in 
Pulaski,  KY  12  Jan  (RD,  JD). 


HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

Two  of  3 Rufous  Hummingbirds  banded  in 
Kentucky  in  Nov  lingered  well  into  win- 
ter, but  both  disappeared  during  the  late 
Jan  cold  spell;  one  in  Boyle  was  found 
dead  at  a perch  24  Jan  (G&NE),  as  was  a 
bird  in  middle  Tennessee  that  had  been 
banded  earlier  in  the  season.  Tennessee’s 
5th  Allen’s  Hummingbird,  confirmed  by 
banding  26  Jan,  was  present  at  a feeder  in 
Smith  late  Dec — 5 Mar  (ph.  K.  Harville,  vt. 
CS,  PM).  A previously  unreported  hum- 
mer that  was  first  observed  in  Oct  and  lin- 
gered to  5 Dec  in  Jessamine,  KY  was  pho- 
tographed well  enough  to  be  identified  as 
a Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  (ph.  SDn, 
BPB). 

It  was  an  excellent  winter  for  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  in  select  areas,  pri- 
marily in  bottomland  forest  tracts  where 
hickories  and  oaks  produced  significant 
mast.  A total  of  265  was  counted  on  the 
Ballard,  KY  C.B.C.  23  Dec  (BPB  et  al). 
The  species  was  also  noted  as  present  in 
above-average  numbers  in  the  Somerset, 
KY  area  (RD),  Calloway,  KY  (HC),  and 
Land  Between  the  Lakes,  KY-TN  (ME, 
WL).  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was 
observed  in  Ensley  Bottoms,  Shelby,  TN 
11  Dec  (ph.  JRW)  for  only  the  2nd  Ten- 
nessee record.  Out-of-season  vireos 
included  a White-eyed  on  the  Reelfoot  L., 
TN  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (J.  Drewry,  S.  Thomp- 
son, J.  Stone)  and  a Blue-headed  on  the 
Memphis  C.B.C.  15  Dec  ( fide  WRP).  An 
early  Tree  Swallow  returned  to  Cherokee 
L.,  TN  8 Feb  (FB).  Perhaps  the  most 
interesting  record  of  the  winter  for  an 
out-of-season  species  was  the  presence  of 
2 Barn  Swallows  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  4-9 
Jan  (MB  et  al.;  vt.  DR).  This  is  a 3rd  win- 
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ter  record  for  Kentucky  and  the  first  of 
more  than  one  bird.  Very  small  numbers 
of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
observed  this  winter  in  the  Region,  with 
reports  from  only  four  Kentucky  C.B.C.s 
and  three  locations  in  Tennessee;  the  peak 
count  was  of  8 birds  in  Powell/Wolfe,  KY 
(where  a resident  nesting  population  is 
established)  4 Jan  (ZW  et  al.).  A Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  in  Knoxville,  TN  15 
Dec  and  4 Jan  (BS)  made  for  a first  county 
record,  and  represents  a continuation  of 
this  species’  northward  expansion  along 
the  Tennessee  R. 

House  Wrens,  uncommon  in  winter  in 
the  Region,  were  reported  from  five  Ten- 
nessee locations,  including  3 on  the 
Savannah  C.B.C.,  and  one  Kentucky  loca- 
tion. Quite  unusual  for  Kentucky  was  a 
Sedge  Wren  in  Muhlenberg  4 Jan  (MB  et 
al.);  one  to  6 were  reported  from  five  loca- 
tions in  Tennessee,  mostly  during  the 
C.B.C.  period  (m.  ob.).  Single  Marsh 
Wrens  were  reported  on  two  Kentucky 
C.B.C.s  in  Ballard  23  Dec  (HC,  RDv)  and 
Breckinridge  4 Jan  (KC1)  and  on  two  Ten- 
nessee C.B.C.s  at  Reelfoot  L.  14  Dec  ( fide 
MG)  and  at  Shelby  Bottoms,  Davidson  1 
Jan  (PC,  J.  Drewry).  A Gray  Catbird  in 
Maryville,  TN  2 Jan  (JA)  represented  an 
unusual  winter  find. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Orange-crowned  Warblers,  which  are 
uncommon  in  winter,  made  a strong 
showing  this  season:  there  were  2 on  the 
Chattanooga  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (DG,  DA);  3 
on  the  Memphis  C.B.C.  15  Dec  ( fide 
WRP);  one  in  Pulaski , KY  16  Dec  (RD); 
one  at  Shelby  Farms,  TN  4 Jan  (WRP); 
and  one  in  Blount,  TN  9 Jan  (JA).  A 
Prairie  Warbler  on  the  Nickajack  L. 
C.B.C.  28  Dec  may  be  a first  winter  record 
for  se.  Tennessee  (LW,  DG)  and  is  one  of 
only  a handful  of  winter  records  for  the 
Region.  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was 
reported  on  the  Norris,  TN  C.B.C.  (KDE). 
One  to  2 Common  Yellowthroats  were 
reported  from  six  localities  in  Tennessee, 
14  Dec — 18  Jan. 

Wintering  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were 
reported  from  one  Kentucky  and  five  Ten- 
nessee locations.  Single  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows (always  rare  in  the  Region  in  winter) 
were  reported  on  two  Tennessee  C.B.C.s: 
Nickajack  L.  28  Dec  ( fide  JP)  and 
Hiwassee  1 Jan  (fide  KC).  Peak  counts  of 
Lapland  Longspurs  included  new  record- 
high  counts  for  Kentucky,  including 
1100+  in  s.  Warren  2 Dec  (DR)  and  about 
1000  in  w.  Fulton  30  Dec  (DR).  Numbers 
in  w.  Tennessee  were  even  higher,  with 
5700+  estimated  at  four  locations  in  Lake 
and  Dyer  28  Dec  (JRW)  and  5000-6000  in 


Lake  16  Feb  (JRW).  A flock  of  7-8  Lap- 
lands  in  Washington,  TN  represented  only 
the  6th  record  for  ne.  Tennessee  (RK).  Sin- 
gle Smiths  Longspurs  were  observed  in 
Madison,  TN  28  Dec  (MG)  and  Lake,  TN 
11  Jan  (JRW,  K.  Allen).  Single  Snow 
Buntings  were  reported  in  s.  Wanen,  KY  2 
Dec  (DR)  and  Peabody  W.M.A.,  Ohio,  KY 
7 Dec  (MW,  DPd).  Two  Dickcissels  were 
reported  in  Tennessee,  one  at  Nashville  25 
Jan — 28  Feb+  (MZ),  and  one  at 
Clarksville  26  Feb  (DMo). 

Northern  finches  were  scarcely  reported 
in  the  Region  this  winter.  Purple  Finches 
were  reported  from  only  a few  C.B.C.s  in 
each  state.  Pine  Siskins  were  even  rarer, 
with  only  four  reports  of  one  to  2 birds  in 
Tennessee  and  three  reports  of  single  birds 
in  Kentucky. 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  David  Aborn,  Jean  Alexander, 
Fred  Alsop,  Mark  Bennett,  Frank  Bills, 
Terry  Campbell,  Phillip  Casteel  (middle 
Tennessee),  Kevin  Calhoon  (se.  Ten- 
nessee), Hap  Chambers,  Kathryn  Clay 
(KC1),  Wallace  Coffey,  Rack  Cross, 
Tommy  & Virginia  Curtis,  Julie  Denton, 
Roseanna  Denton,  Robert  Dever  (RDv), 
Sue  Dickerson  (SDn),  Clarke  Dirks, 
Steven  Dinsmore,  Melissa  Easley,  Mary 
Elam  (MEm),  K.  Dean  Edwards,  Ginny  & 
Neil  Eklund,  Paul  Evans,  Bob  Foehring, 
Preston  & Shari  Forsythe,  Danny  Gaddy, 
Mark  Greene,  Jeff  Hays  (JHy),  John  Hen- 
derson, Don  Holt,  Devjoslin,  Rick  Knight 
(e.  Tennessee),  Howard  Langridge,  Ken 
Leggett,  William  Lisowsky,  Charlie  Logs- 
don, Dick  Lord,  Portia  Macmillan,  Don 
Miller,  Nancy  Moore,  Nell  Moore  (NeM), 
Ronnie  Moore,  Mike  Morton,  Daniel  Moss 
(DMo),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Johnny 
Parks,  David  Patterson,  W.  Robert  Peeples 
(w.  Tennessee),  Dakin  Poland  (DPd),  Scott 
Record,  Frank  Renfrow,  Gerald  Robe, 
David  Roemer,  Boyd  Sharp,  Chris  Sloan, 
Jay  Stenger,  Bryan  Stevens  (BrS),  Mike 
Todd,  Mark  Vukovich,  Mary  Walter,  Zeb 
Weese,  Jeff  R.Wilson,  Anthony  Whitted, 
Libby  Wolfe,  Mary  Zimmerman.  Other 
contributors:  Clyde  Blum,  Phine  Britton, 
Carolyn  Bullock,  Gary  Casey,  David  Chaf- 
fin, Richard  Connors,  Glen  Criswell,  Jay 
Desgrosellier,  Judy  Dorsey,  Janice  C. 
Finch,  Clay  Gascoigne,  Van  Harris,  Daniel 
Jacobson,  Bonnie  Johnson,  Kenn  Kauf- 
mann,  Doug  Malone,  Don  Manning,  Judy 
Newsome,  Rick  Phillips,  Dick  Preston, 
Virginia  Reynolds,  Steve  & Rebecca  Sat- 
terfield, Jan  Shaw,  Michael  Sledjeski,  Bar- 
bara Stedman,  Stephen  J.  Stedman,  Ed  & 
Michell  Talbot,  David  Vogt,  Winston 
Walden,  Chris  Welsh,  Jimmy  Wilkerson, 
Hayden  Wilson.  © 
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AUCTION 


This  auction  is  for  an  original  painting  of 
a Horned  Lark  ( Eremophila  alpestris)  by 
renowned  ornithologist  and  bird  artist, 
John  P.  O’Neill.  The  painting  is  acrylic 
on  Arche’s  watercolor  paper,  double- 
matted  and  attractively  framed  (19.5" 
wide  x 18"  high),  ready  for  hanging. 


John  has  maintained  an  interest  in  the 
birds  of  his  native  Texas  and  is  conduct- 
ing fieldwork  in  the  little-known  moun- 
tain ranges  of  western  Texas.  He  has 
taken  this  opportunity  to  express  his 
interest  in  bird  conservation  by  donating 
this  painting  to  support  the  Houston 
Audubon  Society’s  Bolivar  Fund.  This 
fund  is  dedicated  for  the  acquisition  of 
new  land,  habitat  restoration,  and  man- 
agement of  the  sanctuary  at  the  famous 
Bolivar  Flats  on  the  upper  Texas  coast. 

All  proceeds  from  this  auction  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Bolivar  Fund  of  the 
Houston  Audubon  Society. 

This  painting  was  originally  done  for  the 
Big  Golden  Book  of  Backyard  Birds. 

John  O’Neill  will  provide  a signed  and 
personalized  copy  of  the  book  to  the 
winning  bidder. 

LOGISTICS  OF  THE  SALE: 

The  10-day  auction  will  be  held  on 
eBay  (www.ebay.com),  starting  at  12 
noon  Mountain  Time  on  Monday  27 
October  and  will  end  at  12  noon  M 
on  Thursday  6 November  2003.  The 
painting  can  be  found  on  eBay  during 
that  period  by  searching  on  the  key 
words  Horned  Lark.  Bidders  are 
required  to  register  with  eBay,  which  is 
both  quick  to  do  and  free  of  charge. 

A flat  charge  of  $25  will  be  added  to  the 
winning  bid  for  shipment  to  any  U.S.  or 
Canada  address  from  ABA  at  Colorado 
Springs.  Payment  is  due  within  ten  days 
of  the  close  of  the  auction;  details  will  be 
provided  in  the  eBay  listing. 
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ALABAMA/FLORIDA  GULF  COAST  SITES: 

A = St.  Vincent  NWR 

E = Ft.  Pickens 

B = Destin 
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C = Ft.  Walton  Beach 

G = Ft.  Morgan 

Spray  Fields 

H = Dauphin  1. 

D = Gulf  Breeze 
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C.  Dwight  Cooley 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Wheeler  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
2700  Refuge  Headquarters  Road 
Decatur,  Alabama  35603 
(sabrewing@earthlink.net) 


Abbreviations:  F.W.B.S.F  (Fort  Walton 
Beach  Spray  Facility,  FL),  N.N.W.R.  (Nox- 
ubee NWR,  MS),  W.N.W.R.  (Wheeler 
NWR,  AL),  W.T.E  (wastewater  treatment 
facility). 


LOONS  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

Sorting  through  thousands  of  loons  in  the 
Region  does  have  its  rewards.  Single  Red- 
throated  Loons  were  reported  in  Alabama 
on  the  Dauphin  I.  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (CDC); 
in  Arkansas  on  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  1-8  Feb 
(RD,  KN,  LDN,  CMi,  LM);  in  Mississippi 
on  Bay  Springs  L.,  Tishomingo  23  Feb 
(SJD);  and  in  nw.  Florida  on  the 
Choctawhatchee  Bay  C.B.C. , Okaloosa  18 
Dec  (RAD,  LD),  at  Destin  18  Jan  (AK, 
DR),  and  at  Gulf  Breeze  19  Jan  (TB).  Sin- 
gle Pacific  Loons  were  recorded  in 
Alabama  from  Perdido  Pass,  Baldwin  4-19 
Jan  (RRR,  LFG)  and  Guntersville  11  Jan 
(SWM);  in  Arkansas  on  Beaver  L.,  Benton 
29  Dec — 1 Mar  (RD  et  al.);  in  nw.  Florida 
at  Gulf  Breeze  14  Dec  (LD)  and  19  Jan 
(TB)  and  on  Pensacola  Bay,  Escambia  1 
Feb  (AF,  DF);  and  in  Mississippi  on  Bay 
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Springs  L.  26  Jan — 23  Feb  (SJD,  GB). 
Cross  L.,  Caddo  was  the  “in”  place  for 
unusual  grebes  in  Louisiana.  The  3rd  Red- 
necked Grebe  record  for  Louisiana  was  of 
2 birds — a winter  ad.  and  an  imm. — 19 
Jan  (CLy,  CM,  LR,  LG;  p.  a.),  and  these 
same  observers  found  the  3rd  nw. 
Louisiana  Western  Grebe  there  on  the 
same  date!  Eight  Eared  Grebes  were  at  the 
Boyd  Point  W.T.F  near  Pine  Bluff,  AR  21 
Dec.  (RD,  LA),  and  one  at  FW.B.S.F,  Wal- 
ton 7-22  Dec  (RAD,  LD)  had  been  present 
there  since  Nov. 

American  White  Pelicans  continued 
their  fall  showing,  particularly  inland.  In 
Alabama,  one  was  at  W.N.W.R.  2 Dec- — 4 
Feb  (SWM,  CDC,  m.  ob.),  11  were  found 
on  the  Waterloo  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (DJS,  FM, 
GM),  and  100  were  in  Dallas  25  Jan  (BG). 
One  was  near  Fayetteville,  AR  12  Dec 
QN).  In  Mississippi,  up  to  20  were  on 
Columbus  L.,  Lowndes/Clay  4 Dec — 20 
Feb;  up  to  3 were  at  N.N.W.R.,  Noxubee  3- 
16  Dec  (TS,  m.  ob..);  and  an  impressive 
900  were  seen  on  L.  Washington,  Wash- 
ington 25  Jan  (SJD,  GB,  GK,  SK)  . An  imm. 
Brown  Pelican  on  Lay  L.,  Shelby/Coosa  15 
Dec  (RR,  BC)  was  the  first  record  for  the 
Alabama  mountain  region.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants continued  their  expansion 
inland.  The  northernmost  breeding  loca- 
tion in  Louisiana  at  L.  Martin,  St.  Martin 
contained  at  least  20  individuals  7 Jan 
(JHu).  An  ad.  was  near  Cold  L., 
Humphreys  28  Feb+  (GK,  SK,  m.  ob.),  for 
one  of  few  Mississippi  records. 

Two  American  Bitterns  were  in  Tunica  8 
Dec  (SJD,  GK,  SK),  while  singles  were  in 
Oktibbeha  9 Dec  (RK),  N.N.W.R.,  Winston 
14  Dec  (TS,  MSc),  and  Grenada  L., 
Yalobusha  18  Dec  (GK,  SK),  all  in  Missis- 
sippi. Cattle  Egrets  are  rare  inland  visitors 
in  the  Region.  In  Mississippi,  one  was  at 
Grenada  Dam,  Grenada  18  Dec  (GK,  SK, 
RB,  JRW);  up  to  13  were  in  Humphreys  30 
Dec — 25  Jan  (SJD,  PBa,  KB,  GB);  6 were  in 
Leflore  29  Jan  (SJD,  KB,  AH);  2 were  in 
Coahoma  1 Jan  (CBu,  DPr,  WRP);  and  one 
was  near  Marks,  Quitman  9 Jan  (GK,  SK). 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  -put  in  a 
showing  in  Humphreys , MS,  where  up  to 
134  were  seen  18-25  Jan  (SJD,  KB,  GB, 
GK,  SK).  The  fall’s  Roseate  Spoonbill 
movement  into  Mississippi  spilled  over  in 
winter,  with  2 imms.  in  Humphreys  2 Dec 
(SJD). 


WATERFOWL 

Waterfowl  numbers  continued  a three- 
year  trend  toward  low  numbers  early  in 
the  season,  but  rebounded  to  near-normal 
numbers  by  Jan.  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  rarely  reported  away  from 
their  usual  haunts  at  W.N.W.R.,  where  16- 
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Swans  occur  only  sporadically  within  the  Region  and  are  so  always  cause  for  careful  scrutiny;  the  difficulties  in  dif- 
ferentiating between  Trumpeter  and  Tundra  Swans  pose  even  greater  stumbling  blocks  in  a Region  where  swans 
are  so  rare.  An  ad.  swan  first  reported  near  Starkville,  MS  12  Jan  and  seen  again  1 1 Feb  at  N.N.W.R.  was  identified  and  con- 
firmed as  a Trumpeter  Swan  (SJD,  GK,  SK,  m.  ob.;  p.a.),  as  were  4 near  Niceville,  FL  5 Dec — 28  Feb+  (DSi,  JV,  m.  ob.; 
p.a).  While  the  Florida  birds  were  unbanded,  they  were  tame  and  came  to  food  placed  out  for  them.  If  accepted,  the 
Florida  record  would  be  a state  first,  while  the  Mississippi  record  would  be  that  state's  3rd.  An  ad.  Tundra  Swan  was 
reported  from  L.  Beaverfork,  Faulkner,  AR 11  Jan — 23  Feb  (HR,  YB,  AM,  DeP). 

The  identification  of  several  other  swans  is  still  unresolved,  including  individual  ad.  birds  near  W.N.W.R.  14  Dec — 3 Feb 
(SS,  HD,  DB,  m.  ob.)  and  Oktibbeha/Noxubee,  MS  29  Nov — Feb  28+  (JMc,  TS,  JBe,  m.  ob.).  The  Alabama  bird  was  initially 
identified  as  a Trumpeter,  but  subsequent  observations  pointed  to  Tundra.  In  both  cases,  the  birds  had  all-black  bills  with 
a somewhat  Trumpeter-like  profile,  feathering  at  the  base  of  the  bill  angled  like  a Tundra,  a Tundra-like  back  contour,  and 
what  appeared  to  be  neck  length  intermediate  between  Tundra  and  Trumpeter.  Both  birds  were  photographed  on  numer- 
ous occasions.  Feathers  from  the  Mississippi  bird  were  retrieved,  and  hopefully  genetic  analysis  can  be  conducted. 


24  were  found  Dec  2-15  Feb  (CDC, 
SWM).  Elsewhere  in  Alabama,  one  was  on 
Dauphin  1.  28  Dec  (BG),  15  were  on  the 
Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  4 Jan  (RAD,  LD,  MSV, 
BT)  and  in  Lauderdale,  3-20  were  recorded 
4-13  Feb  (DJS).  In  nw.  Florida,  up  to  8 
were  at  FW.B.S.F  13  Dec — 7 Jan  (DW, 
AK),  and  13  were  in  Walton  2-8  Jan  (VL  et 
al.).  At  the  Seaman  Road  S.T.F  in  Han- 
cock, MS,  up  to  114  were  found  2-24  Jan 
(SJD,  PBa,  KB,  CBr,  GB).  The  largest  con- 
centration of  Snow  Geese  reported  was  of 
38,500  in  Tunica,  MS  8 Dec  (SJD,  GK,  SK). 
Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  from  14  loca- 
tions, with  a maximum  of  300+  in  Tunica, 
MS  8 Dec  (SJD,  GK,  SK). 

A male  Cinnamon  Teal  on  the  Lonoke 
C.B.C. , Lonoke,  AR  15  Dec  (KN,  LDN) 
undoubtedly  enlivened  the  compilation 
and  afforded  the  only  report  for  the 
Region  this  season.  In  Mississippi,  a 
female  Surf  Scoter  was  on  the  Oxford 
Sewage  Lagoon,  Lafayette  12  Dec  (GK, 
SK),  where  they  are  rare;  single  imms. 


were  at  Biloxi  24  Jan  (SJD,  GB)  and  on  L. 
Washington  28  Feb  (SJD).  In  Louisiana,  a 
female  White-winged  Scoter  was  on  Bayou 
Biloxi  W.M.A.,  St.  Bernard  29  Dec  (PH, 
AD,  QK).  Five  Black  Scoters  were  on  the 
Ft.  Morgan  C.B.C.,  Baldwin,  AL  28  Dec, 
while  an  imm.  was  on  L.  Dardanelle,  AR 
25  Jan — 16  Feb  (KN  et  al.),  where  they  are 
not  expected.  Long-tailed  Ducks  put  in  a 
respectable  showing.  In  Alabama,  an  ad. 
female  was  on  Blakeley  I.,  Mobile  10  Jan+ 
(RAD,  JB  et  al.),  and  2 were  at  Gun- 
tersville  S.  P 25  Jan  (RAR,  LBR);  in 
Arkansas,  single  first-winter  males  were 
on  the  Arkadelphia  Oxidation  Ponds 
(DHa)  and  near  Batesville  (MB),  both  on  4 
Jan;  and,  one  was  along  the  Mandeville 
Lakefront,  St.  Tammany,  LA  25  Jan  (BMM, 
DPM,  PAW).  Almost  one  year  to  the  day 
after  the  first  state  record  in  the  same  loca- 
tion, Arkansas’s  2nd  Barrow’s  Goldeneye, 
an  ad.  male,  was  found  in  the  large  gold- 
eneye flock  on  L.  Dardanelle  31  Dec — 8 
Feb  (RD,  KN,  LDN). 


RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Single  White-tailed  Kites  in  Louisiana 
were  near  Gueydan,  Vermilion  and 
Watkins,  Jefferson  Davis  24  Jan  (JKl.JK), 
where  range  expansion  continues.  Since 
the  ban  on  use  of  organochlorine  pesti- 
cides, Bald  Eagles  have  once  again  become 
regular  in  the  Region.  Forty  were  near 
Maysville,  Benton,  AR  1 Jan  (JN,  MM).  In 
the  lower  Mississippi  R.  delta  of 
Louisiana,  an  imm.  was  seen  eating  an 
American  Coot  near  Venice  17  Dec  (SWC, 
DLD).  The  pair  at  the  Heiberger,  Perry,  AL 
nest  4 Dec  (HHW)  was  unusual,  as  nest- 
ing activity  usually  starts  in  Feb.  Small 
numbers  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  con- 
tinue to  winter  in  the  lower  Mississippi  R. 
delta  of  Louisiana,  where  an  imm.  was 
seen  17  Dec  (SWC,  DLD).  A Swainson’s 
Hawk  was  in  Acadia , LA  11  Dec  (JK1), 
where  they  are  rare. 

Three  Crested  Caracaras  were  on  the 
Lacassine-Thornwell  C.B.C.,  Jefferson 
Davis,  LA  16  Dec  (CS,  GS,  DPu).  Another 
was  in  the  area  31  Dec  (GP).  In  Alabama, 
single  Merlins  were  seen  4 Dec — 20  Jan 
near  Marion  (HHW,  DH)  and  on  the 
W.N.W.R.  C.B.C.  14  Dec.  An  individual  of 
the  prairie  race  was  near  Maysville,  AR  1 
Jan  (JN,  MM).  In  Mississippi,  one  was  e. 
of  Greenwood  17  Jan,  and  a male  was  at 
the  Greenville  Airport  1 Feb  (SJD).  Pere- 
grine Falcons  put  in  a decent  showing.  In 
Alabama,  individuals  were  seen  4 Jan  on 
the  Montgomery  C.B.C.  and  at  W.N.W.R. 
11  Jan  (HD,  m.  ob.).  Arkansas  hosted  sin- 
gles at  Witt  Springs,  Searcy  18  Dec  (CF), 
Pine  Bluff  on  21  Dec  (RD,  LA),  and  Rus- 
sellville 7 Jan  (TM).  One  was  near  Bangs 
1.,  Grand  Bay  N.E.E.R.,  Jackson,  MS  15  Jan 
(MSW,  DRu),  and  another  was  in 


Table  1 . Maximum  numbers  of  Sandhill  Cranes  recorded  in  the  Central  Southern  region,  by  site,  in  winter  season  2002-2003. 
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LOCATION 

STATE 

NUMBER 

DATE 

OBSERVER(S) 

Calcasieu 

LA 

452 

26  Jan 

GJP 

W.N.W.R. 

AL 

400 

29  Jan 

CDC 

Tunica 

MS 

140 

9 Jan 

GK,  SK 

Tichnor,  Arkansas 

AR 

30 

24  Feb 

AVH 

Washington 

MS 

14 

1 Feb 

SJD 

Crittenden 

AR 

11 

5 Jan 

JRW 

Faulkner 

AR 

9 

18  Jan 

KN  etal. 

Oktibbeha 

MS 

8 

5 Jan 

PBa 

Opelika,  Lee 

AL 

6 

4 Dec 

PM 

Heiberger 

AL 

2 

4 Dec 

HHW 

Santa  Rosa 

FL 

1 

1 Dec 

MQ 

Tallahatchie 

MS 

1 

1 Feb 

SJD 
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Table  2.  Hummingbird  records  from  the  Central  Southern  region,  winter  season  2002-2003.  All  numbers  approximate. 


SPECIES 

INDIVIDUALS 

BANDED 

RECORD  LOCATIONS 

Broad-billed 

2 

1 

AL(1),  LA(1) 

Buff-bellied 

55 

22 

AL(1),LA(47),  MS(7) 

Ruby-throated 

212 

165 

AL(32),  AR(1),  FL(36),  LA(135),  MS(8) 

Black-chinned 

88 

75 

AL(15),  FL(10),  LA  (59),  MS  (4) 

Anna's 

1 

0 

LA 

Calliope 

49 

40 

AL(7),  FL(2),  LA(35),  MS(5) 

Broad-tailed 

13 

9 

AL(1),  AR(1),  LA(11) 

Rufous 

628 

492 

AL(94),  AR(4),  FL(61),  LA(417),  MS(52) 

Allen's 

28 

21 

AL(1),  FL(1),  LA(26) 

Selasphorus  sp. 

89 

— 

LA  (numbers  from  other  states  were  not  tracked) 

UMBHS  I 


Humphreys  25  Jan  (GK,  SK,  SJD,  GB). 
Prairie  Falcon  put  in  another  showing  in 
Arkansas,  where  they  are  becoming  regu- 
lar. One  was  near  Siloam  Springs  Airport, 
Benton  17  Jan  ON,  IC). 

A Yellow  Rail  was  briefly  seen  at  Sabine 
N.W.R.,  LA  14  Dec  (CS),  and  a Black  Rail 
was  at  EW.B.S.E  18  Jan  (AK,  DR).  The  5th 
area  winter  record  of  King  Rail  was  of  one 
at  N.N.W.R.,  MS  28  Dec— 1 Feb  (TS). 
Sandhill  Crane  numbers  continue  to 
increase  as  additional  locations  they  fre- 
quent are  documented  (Table  1). 

This  winter  brought  a spate  of  Solitary 
Sandpiper  records  in  Louisiana,  where  10 
were  recorded:  one  in  Jefferson  Davis  16 
Dec  (BF,  PH,  JM),  3 at  the  Crowley  W.T.E 
2 Jan  (BF),  one  near  Covington  4 Jan 
(NLN),  and  5 on  the  L.S.U.  Dairy  Farm,  E. 
Baton  Rouge  5 Jan  (JWe,  DL).  In  what  may 
be  a first  winter  record  for  the  continent, 
an  Upland  Sandpiper  was  found  1 1 Dec  at 
the  EW.B.S.E  (BL,  RAD,  LD,  m.  ob.).  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  the  A.  & D.  Turf 
Farm,  Lafayette  22  Feb  (GK,  SK)  estab- 
lished the  earliest  spring  arrival  date  for 
Mississippi.  Eight  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  in 
Humphreys , MS  2 Dec,  and  14  were  found 
there  18  Jan  (SJD,  KB).  Unprecedented  on 
a C.B.C.  in  North  America,  a Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  was  found  on  the 
Creole  C.B.C. , Cameron,  LA  15  Dec 
(BMM,  DPM,  GS;  p.a.).  Alabama’s  3rd  Feb 
record  for  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  of  one 
at  Blakeley  1.  22  Feb  (RAR,  HEH,  m.  ob.). 


JAEGERS  THROUGH  VIREOS 

Six  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  34-68  km  off 
Plaquemines,  LA  16  Dec  (DLD,  SWC).  The 
recent  trend  of  inland  Laughing  Gull 
records  continued.  An  ad.  was  at  L.  Dard- 
anelle,  AR  7 Dec— 28  Feb+  (KN,  LDN). 
Another  ad.  was  at  Wilson  Dam,  Laud- 
erdale/Colbert, AL  25  Jan+  (SWM,  DJS,  m. 
ob.).  The  only  Franklin’s  Gull  reported 


was  an  ad.  in  near-alternate  plumage  on  L. 
Dardanelle,  AR  24  Dec  (KN,  LDN).  One  of 
a few  records  for  the  Region,  a basic  ad. 
Little  Gull  was  at  L.  Washington,  MS  28 
Feb  (SJD;  p.  a.).  An  imm.  gull,  either 
Thayer’s  or  Kumlien’s  Iceland,  was  found 
near  Perdido  Pass,  AL  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  4 Jan  (BCM,  DMW,  PB;  p.  a.). 
There  are  two  previous  state  records  for 
Thayer’s  Gull  and  only  four  for  the  com- 
plex of  thayeri/humlieni.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  reported  from  four 
locations.  In  Alabama,  a second-year  bird 
was  at  Wheeler  Dam,  Lawrence  28  Dec — 
28  Jan  (SWM,  DJS)  and  an  ad.  was  at  Wil- 
son Dam  25  Jan+  (SWM,  m.  ob.),  where 
rare  but  regular.  In  Louisiana,  an  ad.  was 
at  East  Jetty  Beach,  Cameron  10  Dec  (PL), 
and  a third-winter  bird  was  on  Cross  L. 
15-29  Jan  (CLy).  The  first  Alabama  record 
of  Great  Black-backed  Gull  from  the 
inland  coastal  plain  was  of  an  imm.  at 
Lake  Point  S.  E,  Barbour  8 Feb  (GEH). 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  win- 
ter in  numbers  in  the  Region.  A flock  of 
40  was  seen  on  Dauphin  I.,  AL  9 Dec 
(MW),  85  were  near  Scott,  Lafayette,  LA 
21  Dec  (JD,  DS),  and  23  were  in 
Pascagoula,  MS  24  Jan  (SJD).  Inca  Doves 
continue  to  expand  their  range  in 
Louisiana.  Four  were  on  the  Thibodaux 
C.B.C.  15  Dec  (BM,  MBo),  one  was  on  the 
Reserve-Bonnet  Carre  Spillway  C.B.C.  21 
Dec  (NLN,  SL),  and  one  was  in  E.  Baton 
Rouge  5-11  Jan  (CB,  MA,  JBa,  MD).  A 
Greater  Roadrunner  was  in  Jonesboro,  AR 
18  Feb  (NL,  CL).  In  nw.  Florida,  2 
Groove-billed  Anis  were  heard  calling  at 
the  Bayou  Marcus  S.T.P.,  Escambia  3 Dec, 
while  one  was  seen  at  Ft.  Pickens,  26 
Nov — 18  Dec  (RAD).  Another  was  in  Jef- 
ferson Davis,  LA  16  Dec  (GJP,  MW). 

Lingering  Common  Nighthawks  were 
at  Cross  L.,  AR,  where  up  to  7 were  seen  1 
Dec — 1 Jan  (CLy,  TD,  JI),  and  Greenwood, 


LA,  where  one  was  seen  14  Dec  (VAL). 
The  7th  record  of  Lesser  Nighthawk  for 
nw.  Florida  was  of  one  on  the  Perdido  Bay 
C.B.C.  21  Dec  (SDu).  Up  to  6 Vaux’s 
Swifts  were  seen  in  E.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  18- 
20  Feb  (BO,  DL,  GN),  while  4 Chaetura 
swifts  at  Blakeley  L,  AL  18  Jan  (BG,  et  al.) 
were  thought  to  be  Vaux’s  (p.  a.).  Contin- 
uing the  trend  of  past  years,  humming- 
birds wintered  throughout  the  Region 
(Table  2).  Alabama’s  2nd  Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  (p.a.),  an  ad.  female,  fre- 
quented a feeder  in  Ozark  1-23  Jan  (GG, 
AG,  FB)  and  was  banded. 

A calling  Least  Flycatcher  was  in  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  LA  16  Dec  (DL,  CW).  Vermil- 
ion Flycatchers  were  widely  reported. 
Single  ad.  males  were  near  Lillian,  Bald- 
win, AL  21  Dec  (RAD,  LD,  CeB),  EW.B.S.E 
14  Dec— 13  Feb  (DW,  RAD,  LD,  m.  ob.), 
Orleans , LA  21-22  Jan  (MTP),  and  in  Han- 
cock, MS  2 Jan  (SJD,  PBa,  KB,  CBr).  A 
male  and  female  were  near  Lacassine  Pool, 
Cameron,  LA  23  Jan  (JKl,  JK).  An  imm. 
male  was  at  L.  Jackson,  Washington,  MS  25 
Jan  (SJD  et  al.).  Single  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers were  seen  on  the  Dauphin  I. 
C.B.C.,  AL  21  Dec  (HEH,  CDC,  m.  ob.) 
and  in  Louisiana  at  the  Crowley  W.T.E 
(BF)  and  in  Vennillion,  (JWh),  both  2 Jan. 
A Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was  near  Ft. 
Jackson,  Plaquemines,  LA  1 Dec  (BMM, 
PAW,  DPu). 

Western  Kingbird  numbers  in  coastal 
locations  were  impressive!  Maximum 
numbers  reported  include:  Alabama:  12 
on  the  Dauphin  1.  C.B.C.  on  21  Dec,  6 on 
the  Ft.  Morgan  C.B.C.  28  Dec,  and  4 near 
Blakeley  1.  20  Jan  (BS);  nw.  Florida:  up  to 
7 at  four  locations  1-27  Dec  (RAD,  LD,  BT, 
DW,  m.  ob.);  Louisiana:  5 in  Orleans  23 
Dec  (JOC,  TDC,  CR);  and  Mississippi:  one 
at  the  Waveland  Lagoon,  Hancock  1 Jan 
(SJD,  in.  ob.).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
numbers  were  almost  as  impressive.  In 
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Alabama,  4 were  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  4 Jan,  and  one  was  on  the  Dauphin 

l.  C.B.C.  21  Dec.  In  Louisiana,  17  were  in 
Plaquemines  17  Dec  (DLD,  SWC)! 
Alabama’s  first  winter  record  of  Bell’s 
Vireo  was  of  one  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  4 Jan  (ALM). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Amazingly,  Cave  Swallows  were  found  in 
three  locations,  probably  leftovers  from 
the  late-autumn  flight.  One  was  at 
EW.B.S.E  13  Dec  (DW,  LDa).  Alabama’s 
first  and  2nd  winter  records  were  of  single 
birds  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  near  Foley 
3-5  Jan  (SWM,  m.  ob.)  and  at  Justus  Bay 
along  the  Mobile  Causeway  19  Jan  (LFG). 
Louisiana’s  4th  Rock  Wren  record  was  of 
one  bird  in  St.  Martin  27-30  Dec+  (GSt,  JS, 

m.  ob.),  and  another  was  near  Russellville, 
AR  7 Dec— 16  Feb  (KN,  LDN,  m.  ob.).  In 
Arkansas,  a Bewick’s  Wren  wintered  near 
Fayetteville  18  Dec — 17  Feb  (JN),  while 
singles  were  in  Louisiana  near  Dixie, 
Caddo  14  Dec  (PD)  and  Rutherford  Beach 
15  Dec  (RCD,  PC). 

Very  rare  in  winter,  a Tennessee  War- 
bler was  on  the  Venice  C.B.C.,  LA  30  Dec 
(KR,  DPM,  RS,  CR).  A Nashville  Warbler 
was  on  the  Creole  C.B.C.,  LA  at  Ruther- 
ford Beach  15  Dec  (DPM,  BMM,  GS,  RCD, 
PC),  while  2 were  near  Destin  16  Dec  (LD, 
RAD,  BCM),  representing  the  first  Dec 
records  for  nw.  Florida.  A Magnolia  War- 
bler was  in  Orleans , LA  28  Dec  (CS,  PAW). 
In  Louisiana,  single  Black-throated  Green 
Warblers  were  on  the  Reserve-Bonnet 
Carre  Spillway  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (RSt)  and  on 
Grand  I.  26  Dec  (RS,  VAL).  Rarely  found 
in  the  Region,  a female-type  Townsend’s 
Warbler  was  near  Venice,  LA  1 Dec 
(BMM,  DPu,  PAW). 

Wintering  tanagers  seemed  to  prefer 
nw.  Florida:  an  ad.  female  Western  was  in 
Gulf  Breeze  20  Dec  (RAD),  an  ad.  female 
Summer  visited  a Pensacola  feeder  5 
Dec — 21  Feb  (BT),  and  a Scarlet  was  in 
Walton  30  Nov— 13  Dec  (MT,  JG).  The 
only  American  Tree  Sparrow  reported  was 
one  at  Wapanocca  N.W.R.,  Crittenden , AR 
22  Jan  (VR,  CBu,  WRP,  BW).  A Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  was  at  the  Dauphin  I.  Air- 
port, AL  26  Dec  (RAR).  Lark  Sparrows 
were  found  28  Dec  on  the  Ft.  Morgan 
C.B.C.,  AL;  29  Dec  near  DeQueen,  AR 
(DA);  28  Dec  in  Orleans , LA  (JOC,  CR, 
LP);  and,  in  Mississippi,  2 were  near  West 
Point  24  Feb  (KL).  The  highest  number  of 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  reported  was  18  at 
Mississippi  Sandhill  Crane  N.W.R.  on  16 
Dec  (MSW,  BR),  while  4 were  at  Red 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Desoto  N.  E,  Harrison,  MS 
31  Jan  (MSW).  Two  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 


were  near  Allsboro,  Colbert,  AL  25  Jan 
(SWM  et  al.).  In  Arkansas,  up  to  5 were 
near  Fayetteville  5 Dec — 12  Feb  (MM) 
and  2 in  Benton  21  Dec  (MM,  JN).  In  Mis- 
sissippi, one  was  at  the  Old  Ft.  Bayou  Mit- 
igation Area,  Jackson  16  Dec  (MSW,  BR). 
Harris’s  Sparrows  were  reported  from 
Alabama,  where  an  ad.  was  in  w.  Laud- 
erdale 8 Feb  ( fide  BRo),  and  Arkansas, 
where  3-4  ads.  were  near  Conway  7 Dec — 
16  Feb  (KN,  LDN),  3 on  the  Arkadelphia 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (MC,  JH),  and  10  near 
Siloam  Springs  21  Dec  (JN). 

The  highest  number  of  Lapland 
Longspurs  reported  was  of  677  in  Tunica, 
MS  8 Dec  (SJD,  GK,  SK).  Eleven  Smith’s 
Longspurs  were  at  the  Shreveport  Greater 
Metro  Airport,  LA  14  Dec  (TD,  NM,  JeB). 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  lingered  near 
Guin,  Marion,  AL,  where  a male  was  seen 
8 Dec  (DWo);  in  Gulf  Breeze,  FL,  where  a 
female  visited  a feeder  1-6  Dec  (LD,  RAD); 
and  in  St.  Martin,  LA.,  where  one  was 
found  10  Dec  (JD).  Black-headed  Gros- 
beaks wintered  in  Mississippi  at  Gulfport 
23  Nov+  (MMc,  AHe,  m.  ob.)  and  in 
Louisiana  near  Mandeville  17  Dec  (CGB) 
and  in  Caddo  26  Jan — 6 Feb  (JTr,  JT,  AAs, 
EA).  A male  Lazuli  Bunting  was  in  Luling, 
St.  Charles,  LA  26  Jan  (CLy,  MTo). 

A singing  Western  Meadowlark  was  at 
the  Greenville  Airport,  MS  1 Feb  (SJD). 
The  only  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
reported  was  an  ad.  male  at  Yazoo  N.W.R. , 
MS  18  Jan  (SJD,  KB).  A Bronzed  Cowbird 
was  in  Okaloosa,  FL  16  Dec  (PBe,  LDa). 
Baltimore  Orioles  wintered  widely  in  the 
Region,  as  is  often  the  case.  Bullock’s 
Orioles  were  found  on  the  Venice  C.B.C., 
LA  30  Dec  (KR,  RS);  in  Pensacola,  FL  24- 
27  Feb  (JPo);  and  in  Poplarville,  MS  21 
Nov — 25  Jan  (JR,  LRe).  Six  Red  Crossbills 
were  at  Talladega  N.E,  Cleburne,  AL  17 
Dec  (SH,  DH,  m.  ob.). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Mike  Allen,  Leif  Anderson, 
David  Arbour,  Alvin  Astrup  (AAs),  Elvie 
Astrup,  Tim  Bagworth,  Pat  Baker,  John 
Ball,  Katherine  Barbour,  Philip  Barbour 
(PBa),  Rose  Ann  Barnhill,  Coney  Barre, 
Janie  Barre  (JBa),  Fred  Bassett,  Jamen  Berk 
(JBe),  Phil  Berry  (PBe),  Jerry  Bertrand 
(JeB),  L.C.  Binford,  Marcus  Board,  Yvonne 
Bombadier,  Mike  Bourgeois  (MBo),  Alan 
Bowers,  Christopher  G.  Brantley,  Charlie 
Brenke  (CBr),  Robert  Briscoe,  Gordon 
Brown,  Cecil  Brown  (CeB),  Dick  Bruer, 
Carolyn  Bullock  (CBu),  Irene  Camargo, 
Marty  Campbell,  Steven  W.  Cardiff,  Paul 
Conover,  C.  Dwight  Cooley,  J.O.  Coulson, 
T.D.  Coulson,  Ronald  Crowell,  Bruce 
Cusic,  Lydia  Daugherty  (LDa),  Terry 


Davis,  Harry  Dean,  Jim  Delahoussaye, 
Paul  Dickson,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore, 
Donna  L.  Dittman,  Robert  C.  Dobbs,  Andy 
Dolan,  Rob  Doster,  Lucy  Duncan,  Robert 
A.  Duncan  (nw.  Florida),  Scot  Duncan, 
Lehman  Ellis,  Carl  Felland,  Bill  Fontenot, 
Ann  Forster,  Dan  Forster,  Lawrence  E 
Gardella,  Ben  Garmon,  Ann  Garner,  Gif- 
ford Garner,  Lonnie  Gilley,  John  Giovanni, 
Dana  Hamilton,  Stan  Hamilton,  Dolores 
Harrington  (DHa),  Jason  Haywood,  Alice 
Heckman,  Brian  Henderson,  Alison  Henry 
(AHe),  Geoff  E.  Hill,  Allen  Hohensee 
(AHo),  Patti  Holland,  Howard  E.  Horne, 
Jay  Huner  (JHu),  Jim  Ingold,  Greg  D. 
Jackson  (Alabama),  Jud  Johnson,  Rick 
Kaminski,  Quin  Kinler,  Joanne  Kleiman, 
Joe  Kleiman  (JKl)  (Louisiana),  Gene 
Knight,  Shannon  Knight,  Alan  Knothe, 
Bob  Landry,  Daniel  Lane,  Cheryl  Lavers, 
Norm  Lavers,  Karen  Leavelle,  Victoria  A. 
LeFevers,  Paul  Lehman,  Steve  Locke, 
Vince  Lucas,  Charles  Lyon  (CLy),  Beth 
Maniscalco,  Francis  Markine,  Gary 
Markine,  Clyde  Massey,  Teresa  Mathews, 
Joyce  Mazourek,  Steve  W.  McConnell, 
Margaret  McCrary  (MMc),  Joe  McGee 
(JMc),  Dorothy  McGehee,  William  McGe- 
hee,  Nancy  Menasco,  Ann  L.  Miller, 
Charles  Mills  (CMi),  Paul  Milotis,  Mike 
Mlodinow,  Brian  C.  Monk,  Lisa  Mosby, 
Alan  Mueller,  David  P Muth,  B.  Mac 
Myers,  Joe  Neal,  Nancy  L.  Newfield, 
Kenny  Nichols,  La  Donna  Nichols,  George 
Nixon,  Brian  O’Shea,  Helen  Parker 
(Arkansas),  Max  Parker  (Arkansas), 
Dianne  Patterson,  Jim  Patterson,  Dave 
Patton  (DPa),  W.  Robert  Peeples,  Lita  Pin- 
ter, Gary  J.  Pontiff,  Matthew  T.  Pontiff, 
Jack  Powell  (JPo),  Dick  Preston  (DPr), 
Denver  Prince  (DeP),  Dan  Purrington 
(DPu),  Herschel  Raney,  Larry  Raymond, 
Robert  R.  Reid,  Bruce  Reid,  Rick  Remyjill 
Reynolds,  Lane  Reynolds  (LRe),  Linda  B. 
Reynolds,  Richard  A.  Reynolds,  Virginia 
Reynolds,  Dexter  Richardson,  Christie 
Riehl,  Bill  Rogers  (BRo),  Ken  Rosenberg, 
Dave  Ruple  (DRu),  Dugan  Sabins,  Marion 
Schiefer  (MSc),  Terence  Schiefer  (Missis- 
sippi), Rosemary  Seidler,  Damien  J.  Sim- 
beck,  Diane  Siwicki  (DSi),  Gwen  Smalley, 
Sid  Smith,  Curt  Sorrels,  Ronald  Stein 
(RSt),  Gayle  Strickland  (GSt),  Jeanell 
Strickland,  Betsy  Tetlow,  Mary  Theberge, 
Emilie  Thompson,  Matt  Touchard  (MTo), 
Jean  Trahan,  Jeff  Trahan  (JTr),  Earl 
Trosclair  (ETr),  Pat  Valentik,  Mark  S.  Van 
Hoose,  Andy  Van  Horn,  Jim  Vest,  Phillip 
A.  Wallace,  Don  Ware,  Melvin  Weber, 
Jason  Weckstein  (J\Ve),  J.  Whelan  (JWh), 
Barbara  Wilson,  Jeff  R.  Wilson,  Chris  Witt, 
Mark  S.  Woodrey,  Don  Woolridge  (DWo), 
Harriet  H.  Wright.  © 
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After  a cold  fall,  the  Region 
enjoyed  a mild  stretch  that  lasted 
until  early  January  in 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba.  Thereafter, 
it  became  very  cold  and  windy  in  those 
two  provinces;  indeed,  February  was  the 
coldest  since  1979  in  Manitoba.  Alberta 
remained  on  the  warm  side  of  the  jet 
stream  for  most  of  the  winter,  allowing 
many  unusual  waterfowl  and  passerines 
to  linger  there.  Precipitation  ranged  from 
below  to  near  normal  Region-wide. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A late  Pacific  Loon  was  at  Cold  L.,  AB  8 
Dec  (TH).  Alberta  hosted  five  grebe 
species,  including  single  Red-neckeds  at 
Wabamun  L.  3 Dec  (SG,  JK,  DN,  TT)  and 
Cold  L.  6-7  Dec  (TH),  2 Eareds  at  Waba- 
mun L.  1 Dec  (RK,  FW)  and  4 in  the 
Taber  area  5 Dec  (LB),  and  a Western  at 
Wabamun  L.  3 Dec  (SG,  JK,  DN,  TT), 
with  2 at  Cold  L.  5-13  Dec  (RK).  An 
American  White  Pelican  on  the  Qu’Ap- 
pelle  R.,  SK  survived  at  least  into  Jan 
(BL,  DS),  while  1 1 at  Medicine  Hat,  AB  9 
Dec  dwindled  to  2,  last  seen  21  Dec 
(DB).  A Great  Blue  Heron  survived  at 
High  River,  AB  1 1 Jan — early  Feb  (GWr). 
An  exceptionally  late  Turkey  Vulture  was 
noted  near  Weyburn,  SK  14  Dec  (BC). 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  win- 
tered at  Calgary,  AB  (fide  MH),  while  a 
hybrid  Greater  White-fronted  x Canada 


Goose  was  in  the  Taber  area  25  Feb  (LB). 
Exceptional  counts  of  late  geese 
included  5000  Snow  1 Dec  and  12  Ross’s 
5 Dec  near  Taber  (LB).  Unprecedented 
C.B.C.  tallies  of  Canada  Geese  included 
19,402  at  Calgary,  8710  at  Medicine  Hat, 
and  8900+  at  Coronach,  SK.  Uncommon 
in  winter  were  a Canvasback  at  Cold  L. 
5-13  Dec  (RK)  and  a Redhead  at 
Minnedosa  L.,  MB  28  Dec  (MY). 
Alberta’s  3rd  Common  Eider  was  a 
female  at  Cold  L.  4 Dec  (SG,  JK,  DN, 
TT).  Also  noteworthy  were  a Harlequin 
Duck  on  the  Qu’Appelle  R.  29  Nov-1 
Dec  (B&HS,  BL)  and  a Surf  Scoter  at 
Cold  L.  6-13  Dec  (TH,  RK),  while  6+ 
Long-tailed  Ducks  in  Alberta  included 
one  overwintering  for  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive season  at  Fish  Creek  P.P.  A Hooded 
Merganser  was  seen  at  Brandon,  MB  28 
Jan  (M&CS),  a Red-breasted  Merganser 
wintered  at  Calgary  (BW),  and  Ruddy 
Ducks  occurred  in  Dec  in  all  three 
provinces. 

Single  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  appeared 
at  Saskatoon  17  Dec  (HL)  and  Regina  8 
Jan  (DS).  Though  now  “expected”  in 
Alberta,  wintering  Cooper’s  Hawks 
remain  unusual  in  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba;  singles  were  seen  near  Lebret, 
SK  6 Dec  (BL)  and  at  Landmark,  MB  8 
Feb  (FG).  Five  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  remarkably  far  n.  near  Grand 
Rapids,  MB  2-5  Jan  (BCh).  Early 
migrant  Golden  Eagles  appeared  at 
Sheep  River  Valley,  AB  7 Feb  (WS)  and 
Mt.  Lorette,  AB  14  Feb  (PS). 

COOT  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eighteen  American  Coots  were  recorded 
on  the  Estevan,  SK  C.B.C.  23  Dec  ( fide 
GWe),  while  one  at  Regina  lasted  until 
10  Jan  (TR,  m.  ob.).  Four  Wilson’s  Snipe 
were  found  in  Alberta  (PC,  MHu,  TK), 
and  one  was  at  Saskatchewan  Landing, 
SK  17  Dec  (fide  BL).  Unusual  numbers  of 
lingering  gulls  in  Alberta  included  20 
Ring-billed,  23  California,  87  Herring, 
and  5 Glaucous,  all  at  Cold  L.  15  Dec. 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  maintained  a 
toehold  in  sw.  Saskatchewan,  with 
reports  from  Eastend,  Mortlach,  and 
Swift  Current,  while  2 survived  at  Red 
Deer,  AB  from  2 Feb  into  Mar  (m.  ob.). 

Owls  failed  to  enliven  the  winter  as 
they  sometimes  do.  The  highest  count  of 
Snowies  was  10  e.  of  Calgary  24  Dec 
(TK).  The  5 Northern  Hawk  Owls 
banded  n.  of  Pine  Falls,  MB  5 Jan 
(J&PD)  stood  out  among  a handful  of 
reports,  while  Great  Gray  Owls  were  par- 
ticularly scarce.  Short-eared  Owls 
bucked  the  trend  locally,  with 
Saskatchewan  reports  totaling  15  birds 
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Not  long  ago,  a winter  warbler  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  even  a Yellow-rumped,  was  almost  unheard  of.  This  sea- 
son an  unprecedented  total  of  six  species  occurred,  five  of  them  in  Alberta.  A Cape  May  was  at  High  River  1 3 Dec — 
early  Feb  (J&MM,  m.  ob.),  and  a Yeliow-rumped  visited  Lethbridge  9 Dec  (LB),  while  three  species  furnished  first-time  win- 
ter reports  for  Alberta.  A Palm  Warbler  spent  most  of  Jan  at  Calgary  (RH,  m.  ob.),  a Northern  Waterthrush  stayed  at 
Edmonton  from  7 Dec  to  the  end  of  the  month  (JMD,  BV,  m.  ob.),  and  a Wilson's  Warbler  was  seen  at  Fish  Creek  P.P.  4 Dec 
(JB).  A male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  present  at  Saskatoon,  SK  since  24  Nov,  was  found  dead  4 Dec  (fide  SS). 


(m.  ob.)  and  12  near  Vauxhall,  AB  28 
Dec  (LB).  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was 
a winter  rarity  at  Winnipeg  20  Feb  (LBl). 

A Belted  Kingfisher  was  at  Saskatoon 
10-26  Dec  (MW,  m.  ob.),  and  3 were 
reported  in  the  Fort  Qu’Appelle  area,  SK 
1-16  Dec  (SW  et  al. ) . Four  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers,  all  imms.,  were  found  in 
Manitoba:  one  overwintered  in  Grosse 
Isle  (KG),  with  other  sightings  at 
Stonewall  until  1 Jan  ( fide  KG),  Grand 
Beach  until  2 Jan  (LV),  and  St.  Malo  5 
Feb  (GWn).  Even  rarer  were  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers,  with  C.B.C.  tallies  of  2 
at  Edmonton,  AB  and  one  at  Broadview, 
SK.  Another  was  at  Cold  L.  7 Feb — 2 
Mar  (TH),  while  one  at  Springside,  SK 
survived  on  a jelly-and-suet  mixture 
until  at  least  26  Jan  (JP). 

PASSERINES 

A Loggerhead  Shrike  near  Proven  Marsh, 
MB  in  early  Dec  was  well  described 
(WV)  but  unconfirmed.  Reflecting  the 
species’  continuing  expansion,  1080+ 
Common  Ravens  were  counted  flying  to 
a roost  near  Eden,  MB  22  Jan  (RD). 
Good  details  were  provided  for  the 
Region’s  first  winter  Carolina  Wren 
sighting  at  Winnipeg  7 Jan  (RC).  Also 
notable  were  single  Winter  Wrens  at 
Writing-on-Stone  P.P.,  AB  21  Dec  and  Mt. 
Lorette  22  Feb  (PS),  while  a Marsh  Wren 
at  Banff  N.P.  6 Jan  (MM,  PS)  was  a win- 
ter first  for  Alberta. 

A Mountain  Bluebird  lingered  at 
Saskatoon  18  Dec — 10  Jan  (MR,  m.  ob.). 
Manitoba  has  only  only  two  prior  winter 
records  of  Hermit  Thrush,  but  5 were 
reported  this  season:  3 in  different  areas 
of  Winnipeg  on  1,  9 & 14  Dec  (m.  ob.), 
plus  one  at  an  unknown  location  7 Jan 
( fide  KD),  while  a feeder  visitor  in  Win- 
nipeg 6-9  Mar  had  doubtless  wintered 
locally  (S&KK).  A Northern  Mocking- 
bird wintered  at  Edmonton  0Mb  m. 
ob.).  Few  large  flocks  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  were  noted  after  Christmas, 
but  s.  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  had 
more  Cedar  Waxwings  than  usual. 

A few  White-throated  Sparrows  nor- 
mally overwinter  in  the  south,  but  a 
flock  of  18  at  a downtown  Winnipeg 
feeder  in  Dec  was  exceptional  (WC, 


RKo).  As  usual,  a few  Northern  Cardi- 
nals appeared  in  Manitoba;  farther  out 
of  range  were  females  near  Saskatoon  4 
Jan  (fide  AH)  and  near  Blackfolds,  AB 
through  Feb  (D&KG,  m.  ob.).  Out- 
standing among  the  icterid  reports  were 
30  Red-winged  and  20  Brewer’s  Black- 
birds at  Taber  2 Dec  (LB),  a flock  of  13 
Red-winged  Blackbirds  wintering  at 
Grosse  Isle  (KG),  and  11  Saskatchewan 
reports  of  Western  Meadowlarks  (m. 
ob.),  plus  2 near  Irricana,  AB  22  Feb 
(TK  et  al.). 

It  was  a relatively  poor  season  for 
winter  finches.  Purple  Finches  are  unex- 
pected in  winter,  so  several  sightings  in 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba,  including 
some  small  flocks,  were  welcome.  Apart 
from  a few  n.  locales  and  some  local 
movements  in  late  Feb,  Common  Red- 
polls were  scarce,  while  Pine  Siskins 
were  numerous  only  in  cen.  Alberta 
(fide  MH).  In  contrast,  American 
Goldfinches  frequented  feeders  and 
unharvested  sunflower  fields  from 
Edmonton  and  Medicine  Hat  to  the 
Winnipeg  area.  Numbers  in 
Saskatchewan  were  “unprecedented” 
(DH,  BL),  and  numerous  feeders  in  s. 
Manitoba  had  30-40  daily  visitors  (DF, 
KG). 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  bold- 
face): J.  Bank,  D.  Baresco,  L.  Bennett,  L. 
Blanchette  (LBl),  B.  Carles,  B.  Chartier 
(BCh),  W.  Christianson,  R.  Clarke,  P. 
Cram,  R.  Demey,  K.  De  Smet,  J.&  P.  Dun- 
can, D.  Fast,  K.  Gardner,  F.  Giesbrecht, 
D.&  K.  Gabert  (D&KG),  S.  Gosche,  M. 
Harrison,  A.  Hartley,  T.  Hindmarch,  D. 
Hjertaas,  R.  Howland,  M.  Huston 
(MHu),  R.  Klauke,  R.  Koes  (RKo),  S.& 
K.  Koolage,  T.  Korolyk,  J.  Kovacs,  H. 
Lane,  B.  Luterbach,  J.  MacFarland 
(JMF),  J.  Martin-DeMoor  (JMD),  J.&  M. 
McDonald  (J&MM),  M.  Mclvor,  D. 
Nadeau,  j.  Popoff,  T.Riffel,  M.  Rosta,  M. 
& C.  Sangster,  D.  Sawatzky,  B.  & H. 
Schmidt,  S.  Shadick,  P.  Sherrington,  W. 
Smith,  T.  Thormin,  W.  Vanderschuit  , L. 
Veelma,  B.  Vroom,  G.  Wagner  (GWr),  G. 
Walleyn  (GWn),  G.  Wapple  (GWe),  F 
Whiley,  M.  Williams,  B.  Wilson,  S.  Wil- 
son, M.  Yorke.  © 
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N orthern 


Lake  Alice  NWR 


Ron  Martin 

16900  125th  Street  SE 
Sawyer,  North  Dakota  58781-9284 
(jrmartin@ndak.net) 

The  first  half  of  the  season  saw  mild 
temperatures,  but  the  period  from  mid- 
January  through  February  was  very 
cold.  Snow  amounts  were  below  average 
across  the  Region.  The  early  mild  weather 
produced  some  late  lingerers  during  the 
Christmas  Bird  Count  period.  Northern  birds 
made  an  extremely  poor  showing.  Several 
over-wintering  firsts  were  recorded  in  North 
Dakota,  and  South  Dakota  had  some  notable 
January  and  February  sightings. 

LOONS  THROUGH  GULLS 

A potential  first  for  Montana,  if  accepted,  a 
Yellow-billed  Loon  was  photographed  19 
Dec  at  Priest  Butte  L.  in  Teton  (LB,  MS,  TB, 
CP,  p.  a.).  For  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  a 
Western  Grebe  wintered  at  Nelson  L.,  Oliver, 
ND  (CDE).  These  represent  the  only  winter- 
ing records  for  this  species  in  the  state.  Pro- 
viding the  2nd  January  record  for  North 
Dakota,  an  American  White  Pelican  remained 
at  Garrison  Dam,  Mercer  through  5 Jan 
(REM,  CDE). 

Large  numbers  of  Canada  Geese  remained 
to  early  Feb  at  the  n.  edge  of  the  Region. 
Some  20,000  were  below  Garrison  Dam,  ND 
1 Feb  (REM),  and  tens  of  thousands  were  at 
Ft.  Peck,  MT  well  into  Jan  (CC).  Casual  in 
winter  in  South  Dakota,  an  American  Black 
Duck  was  in  Stanley  10-22  Feb  (KM).  Fur- 
nishing the  latest  record  for  North  Dakota,  a 
Ring-necked  Duck  was  seen  at  Garrison 
Dam,  McLean  5 Jan  (CDE).  Casual  away  from 
Rapid  City,  a Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  seen  24 
Jan  in  Charles  Mix,  SD  (RM,  p.  a.).  In  Mon- 
tana, a single  wintered  at  Ft.  Peck  (CC),  and 
Casey  reported  that  about  one  per  cent  of  the 
hundreds  of  goldeneyes  on  the  Missouri  R.  at 


Great  Falls  were  Barrows  (DC).  A Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  wintered  in  Day,  SD  for  the  4th 
consecutive  year  (DRS).  Despite  the  moder- 
ate snow  amounts,  Rough-legged  Hawk  num- 
bers were  very  low  in  North  Dakota  and 
extreme  e.  Montana.  Gray  Partridge  numbers 
continue  to  recover,  with  268  on  10  North 
Dakota  C.B.C.s  the  highest  in  some  years. 
The  species  was  also  more  common  than  pre- 
vious years  in  the  Medicine  L,  MT  area  (EM). 
Sharp-tailed  Grouse  populations  were  noted 
to  be  good  by  many  observers. 

Casual  along  the  Missouri  R.  in  South 
Dakota  in  winter,  Franklins  Gulls  were  in 
Charles  Mix  5-11  Jan  (SVS,  RD)  and  in 
Hughes  6-18  Jan  (RDO,  KM).  A second-win- 
ter Mew  Gull  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND  1 Dec 
provided  the  11th  report  for  the  state  (CDE, 
JPL,  p.  a.).  The  6th  report  for  South  Dakota 
was  provided  by  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
in  Charles  Mix  5 Jan  (SVS,  p.  a.).  An  Iceland 
Gull  documented  at  Garrison  Dam  6-11  Dec 
furnished  the  16th  report  for  North  Dakota 
(REM,  DNS,  JPL,  p.  a.).  At  Ft.  Peck,  MT,  an 
individual  thought  to  be  an  Iceland  Gull  was 
present  and  documented  28  Dec — 9 Jan  (CC, 
p.  a.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

The  saga  of  the  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  con- 
tinues: high  counts  for  North  Dakota  were  7 
at  the  beginning  of  the  period  in  Grand  Forks 
(DOL)  and  15-20  in  Mayville  (RMK),  while 
in  South  Dakota,  6 were  noted  in  Belle 
Fouche  1 Feb  (BAS),  14  were  tallied  on  the 
Rapid  City  C.B.C.  28  Dec,  and  33  were 
counted  on  the  Pierre  C.B.C.  23  Dec.  First 
recorded  in  the  winter  season  last  year  in 
South  Dakota,  Barn  Owls  were  seen  this  year 
in  Stanley  2 Jan  (KM,  p.  a.)  and  in  Tripp  27 
Jan  (RDO,  p.  a.).  Snowy  Owls  were  back  to 
their  usual  low  numbers  after  last  year’s  mas- 
sive invasion.  A Barred  Owl  that  wintered  in 
Grand  Forks,  ND  provided  only  the  3rd 
report  there  in  26  years  (DOL). 

The  Carolina  Wren  first  reported  in  the 
fall  season  at  Bismarck,  ND  remained 


through  the  period,  providing  the  first  win- 
tering record  for  the  state  (DNS,  p.  a.).  Casual 
in  South  Dakota,  a Carolina  Wren  was  in  Clay 
through  at  least  15  Dec  (RDO,  KM,  p.  a.). 
Providing  the  first  Jan  report  for  the  state,  10 
Eastern  Bluebirds  were  photographed  near 
Bismarck,  ND  30-31  Jan  ( fide  Todd  Hanson, 
p.  a.).  A Hermit  Thrush  1 Feb  in  Minnehaha, 
SD  furnished  only  the  3rd  winter  report  for 
the  state  (JSP,  RFS,  p.  a.).  The  first  Feb  report 
for  South  Dakota,  a Gray  Catbird  was  in  Lin- 
coln 8 Feb  (RFS,  p.  a.).  A Yellow-rumped 
Warbler  spent  the  season  in  Mandan,  Morton, 
ND.  This  represents  the  first  overwintering 
for  the  species  in  the  state  (TH,  p.  a.).  Three 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers  were  noted  in  South 
Dakota.  A Chipping  Sparrow  photographed 
9 Feb  in  Mandan  provided  the  first  Feb  report 
for  North  Dakota  (TH,  p.  a.).  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  found  1 Mar  in  Burleigh,  ND  was 
presumed  to  have  wintered,  a first  for  this 
species  in  the  state  (CDE,  p.  a.).  Four  Fox 
Sparrow  reports  for  North  Dakota  was  above 
average,  including  the  first  overwintering 
record  for  Grand  Forks  ( fide  DOL). 

L0NGSPURS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  first  winter  report  for  South  Dakota  and 
the  Region,  a Smith’s  Longspur  was  studied 
in  Sully  20  Jan  (DB,  p.  a.).  A pair  of  Northern 
Cardinals  through  the  season  at  Minot,  ND 
furnished  a first  local  wintering  record  (JM). 
Twelve  Great-tailed  Grackles  in  Charles  Mix  6 
Dec  furnished  the  3rd  winter  report  for  South 
Dakota  (JC).  Purple  Finch  numbers  were 
low.  House  Finch  numbers  remained  strong 
through  the  season  in  North  Dakota,  with  a 
peak  of  617  on  the  Bismarck-Mandan  C.B.C. 
21  Dec.  There  were  a few  scattered  reports  of 
Red  Crossbills  in  North  Dakota,  but  no 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  noted  for  the 
Region.  Redpoll  numbers  were  extremely  low, 
with  only  25  reported  on  eight  North  Dakota 
C.B.C.s.  There  were  only  two  South  Dakota 
reports,  and  none  were  seen  in  the  Medicine 
L.,  MT  area  this  winter  (EM).  Meanwhile, 
American  Goldfinches  had  a banner  year  in 
North  Dakota,  with  1454  on  19  C.B.C.s.  As 
usual,  few  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  noted. 

Contributors  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
MONTANA:  Tim  Barksdale,  Lou  Bruno, 
Chuck  Carlson,  Dan  Casey,  Elizabeth  Mad- 
den, Caleb  Putnam,  Mike  Schwitters. 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Corey  D.  Ellingson,  Todd 
Hanson,  Robert  M.  Krueger,  David  O.  Lam- 
beth, Jack  R Lefor,  Ron  E.  Martin,  Judy  Met- 
tler,  Dan  N.  Svingen.  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 
Doug  Backlund,  Jay  Carlisle,  Rosemary 
Draeger,  Ron  Mabie,  Kenny  Miller,  Ricky  D. 
Olson,  Jeffrey  S.  Palmer,  Robb  E Schenck, 
Bud  and  Alice  Shaykett,  Dennis  R.  Skadsen, 
Steve  Van  Sickle.  *5 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


This  winter  was  neither  uninter- 
esting nor  exceptional,  though 
the  recent  pattern  of  more 
species  wintering  increasingly  farther 
north  was  strengthened,  and  half- 
hardies generally  rule  the  season’s 
report.  Some  waterfowl  wintered  in 
exceptionally  high  numbers  in  Kansas, 
which,  for  instance,  held  the  major 
concentration  of  Common  Merganser; 
such  numbers  appear  to  be  a thing  of 
the  past  in  Oklahoma.  Lake  Tenkiller 
in  eastern  Oklahoma,  however,  is 
proving  to  be  a mecca  for  loons,  with 
four  species  wintering.  Finally,  it  was 
a better-than-normal  winter  for  North- 
ern Goshawks  and  Northern  Shrikes 
in  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

Abbreviations:  Hefner  (L.  Hefner, 
Oklahoma,  OK);  McConaughy  (L. 
McConaughy,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira 
(Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red 
Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCur- 
tain,  OK);  Tenkiller  (L.  Tenkiller, 
Sequoyah,  OK). 

LOONS THROUGH  DUCKS 

Numbers  of  loons  have  increased  in 
the  Region  in  recent  years.  Still  rare, 
Red-throateds  were  reported  at  Hefner 
9 & 30  Dec  (JWA  et  al.)  and  Tulsa  14 
Dec  (CC,  DHo  et  al.),  with  up  to  6 
noted  at  Tenkiller  (JWA,  m.  ob.). 
Pacific  Loons  were  found  at 
McConaughy  14-15  Dec  (MB,  DH, 
SJD),  with  reports  of  7 birds  from 
Kansas  through  25  Jan  ( fide  LM),  and 
up  to  4 at  Tenkiller  through  the  season 
(JWA,  m.  ob.).  A top  count  of  322 
Common  Loons  was  made  at  Tenkiller 
3 Jan  (JWA).  And  rounding  out  with 
the  rarest,  a Yellow-billed  Loon  also 
wintered  at  Tenkiller  (JWA,  m.  ob.).  A 
Red-necked  Grebe  was  noted  at 
McConaughy  15  Dec  (SJD);  one  in 
Marion,  KS  31  Dec  was  found  dead  on 
the  ice  20  Jan  (AP,  m.  ob.).  Two  West- 
ern Grebes  lingered  at  McConaughy  to 
18  Jan  (JGJ,  WRS),  with  one  in  Custer, 
OK  18  Dec  QAG,  JO,  DB)  and  2 in 
Riley,  KS  as  late  as  21  Dec  (DRi).  Sin- 
gle Clarks  Grebes  were  in  Scott s Bluff, 
NE  14  Dec  (SJD,  KN,  WRS)  and  Sedg- 
wick, KS  1-14  Dec  (PJ  et  al.).  Excep- 
tional for  the  winter  period  were  one 
to  2 Neotropic  Cormorants  in  Coffey, 
KS  12  Dec  (AS,  TFl)  and  26  Jan  (AP, 
AN,  MP). 

American  Bitterns  were  noted  at  Red 
Slough  26  Dec  and  11  Feb  (DA,  BH). 
Unexpected  was  a Great  Egret  in 
McCurtain,  OK  11  Jan  (BH,  CHe). 


Southern 
Great  Plains 


Also  lingering  was  an  imm.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  30  Dec  in  Okla- 
homa City  QWA).  Six  Trumpeter 
Swans  were  in  Douglas,  NE  5-19  Feb, 
including  2 with  neckbands  (CaG) 
that  indicated  origin  from  the  Iowa 
reintroduction  effort  (fide  MG).  Out- 
side w.  Nebraska,  the  only  other  Trum- 
peters were  2 in  Jefferson , KS  15  Jan — 
5 Feb  (SR,  m.  ob.)  and  one  in  Roger 
Mills,  OK  3 Jan  QAG).  Tundra  Swans 
made  a better  showing,  with  an  imm. 
at  McConaughy  15  Jan  (MI),  up  to  5 at 
Quivira  (LH,  MR,  m.  ob.),  and  6-8  in 
Roger  Mills,  OK  18  Dec— 9 Feb  QAG, 
m.  ob.).  Global  warming  and  popula- 
tion highs  may  be  responsible  for  large 
goose  concentrations  in  the  Region 
this  winter.  Among  highlights  were 
estimates  of  166,000  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese,  400,000  Snow  Geese, 
and  350,000  Canada  Geese  made  at 
Quivira  18  Dec  (MR  et  al.).  About 
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30.000  Snow  Geese  were  still  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  14  Dec  (JG),  with  30,000  to 

40.000  in  Washington,  NE  11  Jan 
(DM).  A “scoop”  for  the  Region  was  a 
juv.  Black  Brant  in  Deuel,  NE  16  Dec 
(SJD). 

The  apparently  declin- 
ing American  Black  Duck 
was  reported  in 
Cedar/Knox,  NE,  with  2 on 
1 Jan  (DH,  MB)  and  one  in 
Douglas,  KS  26  Jan  (AP, 

AN,  MP).  For  the  4th  con- 
secutive winter,  a Tufted 
Duck  was  found  at  L. 

Ogallala,  Keith,  NE  15 
Dec.  (SJD).  Greater  Scaup 
continue  to  increase  in  the 
Region,  with  highs  of  64 
in  Keith,  NE  15  Dec  (SJD, 

MU)  and  73  in  Douglas, 

KS  31  Dec— 15  Jan  (AP). 

Although  scoters  are  even 
less  evident  in  the  Region 
during  winter,  single  Surf 
Scoters  were  reported  in  Coffey,  KS  8 
Dec  (MG,  WCT),  Keith,  NE  16  Dec 
(SJD,  KN),  and  Sedgwick,  KS  19-25  Jan 
(CG,  PJ,  m.  ob.).  White-winged  Scot- 
ers were  present  in  Keith,  NE  2-19  Dec 
(1-3;  SJD,  LR,  RH,  m.  ob.)  and  Sumner, 
KS  10  Dec  (TH).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  noted  as  far  s.  as  Tulsa  27  Dec — 
24  Feb  (BC,  m.  ob.)  and  Pawnee,  OK 
19  Feb  (JWA,  JS,  SM).  The  only  report 
of  a Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  that  of  a 
male  in  Keith,  NE  15  Dec  (SJD).  The 
Common  Merganser  concentration 
was  in  Kansas  this  winter,  with  70,000 
in  Mitchell  15  Dec  (MR). 

KITES  THROUGH  GULLS 

A most  pleasant  find  was  the  2 White- 
tailed Kites  discovered  on  Fort  Sill, 
Comanche,  OK  27  Dec — 21  Feb  (JR,  m. 
ob.).  A perhaps  better-than-average 
showing  of  Northern  Goshawks  tallied 
6 in  Nebraska  ( fide  WRS)  and  6 in 
Kansas  ( fide  LM),  with  Oklahoma 
birds  as  far  s.  as  Roger  Mills  (JAG)  and 
McCurtain  (CC,  BH  et  al.)  3 Jan.  A few 
Golden  Eagles  typically  make  it  to  e. 
reaches  of  the  Region;  this  season,  an 
ad.  was  in  Harlan,  NE  22  Dec  and  1 
Feb  (GH,  WH),  and  others  were  in 
Cherokee,  OK  19  Jan  and  1 Feb 
(D&JV),  and  McCurtain,  OK  18  Feb 
(DA).  Merlins  have  become  more  rou- 
tine, many  now  wintering  in  towns. 
Virginia  Rails  wintered  n.  to  at  least 
McConaughy,  where  7 were  counted 
15  Dec  (SJD,  MU).  Among  the  linger- 


ing and  half-hardy  shorebirds  were  3 
Killdeer  in  Kearney  NE  1 Feb  (LR, 
RH),  a Greater  Yellowlegs  in  Lancaster, 
NE  3 Dec  (LE),  a Spotted  Sandpiper  14 
Dec  in  McCurtain,  OK  (BH),  single 


This  Yellow-billed  Loon  wintered  in  the  clear  waters  of  Lake  Tenkiller,  Sequoyah 
County,  Oklahoma  during  2002-2003  (here  6 December  2002),  a favored  site 
of  over  300  loons  of  four  species.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 


Dunlin  both  in  Osage,  KS  8 Dec  (MG, 
WCT)  and  Coffey,  KS  3 Jan  (MC),  and 
a Long-billed  Dowitcher  present  until 
11  Dec  in  Harlan,  NE  (GH,  WH). 

A few  mixed-up  Franklins  Gulls, 
usually  in  alternate  plumage,  winter  or 
arrive  early  in  the  Region,  this  season 
in  Harlan,  NE  12  Dec  (GH,  WH),  Dou- 
glas, KS  14  Dec  (GP),  Tulsa  21  Jan — 
19  Feb  (JWA),  Oklahoma  City  5 Feb 


One  of  two  White-tailed  Kites  that  appeared  during  December  on  Fort  Sill,  Comanche 
County,  Oklahoma,  this  bird  photographed  14  January  2003  shows  feather  edgings 

indicating  that  it  hatched  the  previous  summer.  Photograph  by  Kurt  Meisenzahl. 


(JWA),  and  Pittsburg,  OK  11  Feb  (CC, 
JWA,  SM).  A second-basic  Mew  Gull 
wintered  in  Keith,  NE  (including 
McConaughy)  16  Dec — 18  Jan  (SJD, 
m.  ob.),  with  one  winter  ad.  seen 
briefly  at  Hefner  16  Dec  (MO,  JAG), 
the  latter  only  the  2nd  for  Oklahoma. 


California  Gulls  were  fewer  than  in 
recent  winters,  noted  only  6 & 30  Dec 
in  Oklahoma  City  (J\VA),  5 & 11  Feb 
in  Pittsburg,  OK  (SM,  JWA),  and  in 
Sedgwick,  KS  27  Feb  (CG).  As  many 
as  5 Thayer’s  Gulls,  including  2 ads.,  2 
juvs.,  and  a second-basic  bird,  were  at 
McConaughy  15  Dec — 18  Jan  (AB,  m. 
ob.).  Other  Thayer’s  were  noted  in 
Oklahoma  City  9 Dec  (ad.)  & 17  Jan 
(2  first-winters;  JWA  et  al.),  Russell, 
KS  14  Dec  (ad.;  SSe),  Douglas,  KS  25 
Jan  (first-winter;  AP)  & 15  Feb  (ad.; 
MM),  and  Morris,  KS  17  Feb  (first- 
winter;  C&JO).  A basic  ad.  Iceland 
(Kumlien’s)  Gull  was  carefully  studied 
at  McConaughy  15-27  Dec  (SJD,  MU, 
KN,  CNK).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
included  ads.  in  Oklahoma  City  7 
Dec — 30  Jan  (JAG,  sg,  MO),  at 
McConaughy  15-19  Dec  (SJD,  MU, 
TyH),  and  in  Mitchell,  KS  18  Jan  (HA), 
with  a second-winter  bird  in  Okla- 
homa City  28  Dec  (JAG,  SG).  Surpris- 
ingly few  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
reported  this  winter:  2 from  Nebraska 
( fide  WRS),  5 from  Kansas  (fide  LM), 
and  one  from  Oklahoma,  28  Jan  in 
LeFlore  ( CC ). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Doves  have  become  an  old  story: 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  now  seen 
routinely  n.  into  Nebraska,  Inca  Doves 
are  well  into  Kansas  (with  double- 
digit groups  in  Okla- 
homa), and  there  are  sev- 
eral established  areas  for 
White-winged  Doves  in 
Oklahoma.  Following  last 
year’s  fairly  good  showing, 
only  3 Snowy  Owls  were 
reported  this  season  from 
Nebraska  ( fide  WRS),  with 
one  in  Barton,  KS  20  Jan — 
3 Feb  (HH,  SSe).  A North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  was 
found  in  Sumner,  KS  10 
Dec  (TH). 

Among  the  oddball 
hummingbirds  was  the  lat- 
est-ever  stand  for  a Ruby- 
throated  in  the  Region: 
until  23  Jan  in  Tulsa 
(Waughs,  JWA,  JSc). 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  lasted  to  13 
Dec  in  Johnson,  KS  (NL,  JL),  4 Jan  in 
Creek,  OK  (DL,  in.  ob.),  with  one  in 
Saline,  KS  15  Dec  (DR,  DB).  The 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird — nick- 
named “Elvis” — that  was  first  reported 
in  Comanche,  OK  12  Sep  was  last  seen 
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18  Jan  (P&DB,  KM,  m.  ob.).  Wander- 
ing e.  were  a Lewis’s  Woodpecker  in 
Scott , KS  21  Dec  (DBa,  TS)  and  a Lad- 
der-backed Woodpecker  exceptionally 
to  Riley,  KS  8 Feb  (LJ).  Quite  unex- 
pected, but  carefully  studied,  was  an 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Red  Slough 
2-14  Jan  (DA,  m.  ob.).  Northern 
Shrikes  were  widely  reported  this  sea- 
son, with  24  from  Nebraska  (fide 
WRS),  11  from  Kansas  (fide  LM),  and 
one  from  Oklahoma,  the  latter  in 
Roger  Mills  8 Jan  (JAG).  Log- 
gerhead Shrikes  were  reported 
n.  to  Lancaster,  NE  21  & 28  Jan 
(LE),  and  in  Otoe,  NE  10  Dec 
(LF,  CF). 

This  season  saw  a minor 
incursion  of  corvids  into  the 
Region.  Steller’s  Jays  were  seen 
in  Seward,  KS  30  Dec  (SP,  AP) 
and  Meade,  KS  26  Jan — 22  Feb 
(CA,  m.  ob.).  A few  Western 
Scrub-Jays  from  last  fall’s  inva- 
sion persisted  in  sw.  Kansas 
(fide  LM),  with  one  e.  to  Roger 
Mills,  OK  7 Jan  (JAG).  Five 
Pinyon  Jays  made  it  out  to 
Keith,  NE  in  early  Dec  (CWH), 
with  5-10  present  in  Cheyenne, 

KS  through  the  period  (HA). 

Most  notable  was  a Clark’s  Nut- 
cracker far  e.  to  Jefferson,  KS  15 
Dec  (BW).  Also  wandering 
somewhat  far  afield  were  sev- 
eral Mountain  Chickadees  in 
Keith,  NE  (CWH,  m.  ob.).  A 
clearly  extralimital  Tufted  Tit- 
mouse visited  a feeder  in  Rock, 

NE  30  Dec  (fide  CH).  The  e. 
form  of  White-breasted 
Nuthatch  was  westerly  this  win- 
ter to  Cheyenne,  NE  1 Feb  (2 
birds;  KD),  and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  14  Dec 
(SJD,  WRS,  KN). 

Rock  Wrens  were  noted  wandering 
to  Scott,  KS  2 Dec  (TS,  SS),  Logan,  KS 
15  Dec  (TS,  SS).,  and  Cherokee,  OK 
through  the  period  (CC,  m.  ob.). 
House  Wrens  lasted  n.  to  at  least  6 Dec 
in  Wyandotte,  KS  (BY)  and  Harvey,  KS 
25  Dec  (GF).  Townsend’s  Solitaires 
wandered  e.  to  at  least  Sumner,  KS  22 
Dec  (TH,  LH).  A vagrant  Varied 
Thrush  was  observed  in  Meade,  KS  4 
Dec — 9 Feb  (TF).  Gray  Catbirds  lin- 
gered exceptionally  n.  to  McConaughy 
15-16  Dec  (SJD,  MU,  KN)  and  Lan- 
caster, NE  14  Dec  (fide  JG),  with  oth- 
ers reported  for  Kansas  (fide  LM)  and 
Oklahoma  (fide  JWA).  A Curve-billed 
Thrasher  wintered  in  Sioux,  NE 
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(L&JF) — the  5th  for  Nebraska.  Upon 
capture,  it  was  aged  as  a first-winter 
male  (RG,  HW).  Another  Curve- 
billed was  in  Meade,  KS  through  14 
Dec  (TF).  A Sage  Thrasher  was  n.  to 
Roger  Mills,  OK  7 Jan  (JAG).  Rather 
far  n.  for  the  date  were  3 Sprague’s  Pip- 
its 12  Dec  in  Tulsa  (BC,  TM,  DW),  3 in 
Custer,  OK  18  Dec  (JAG,  JO,  BD),  and 
one  in  Noble,  OK  29  Dec  (SM). 

Among  a small  scattering  of  war- 
blers risking  winter  mortality  were 


Part  of  a minor  outbreak  was  this  Stellar's  Jay  present  in  January 
and  February  2003  in  Meade  County,  Kansas  (here  9 February). 
Photograph  by  Kevin  Groeneweg. 


single  Orange-crowned  Warblers  in 
Sarpy,  NE  4 Dec  (BP,  LP),  Douglas, 
NE  17  Dec  (CHy),  and  Shawnee,  KS 
23  Dec  (RF).  Pine  Warblers  wintered 
in  Hall,  NE  (fide  SJD)  and  Johnson,  KS 
(RM,  ML,  m.  ob.).  Even  more  excep- 
tional was  a Palm  Warbler  in  Cala- 
mus-Loup,  NE  27  Dec  (BB).  Other 
half-hardies  hanging  n.  were  a Spot- 
ted Towhee  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  14  Dec 
(SJD,  WRS,  KN)  and  an  Eastern 
Towhee  in  Riley,  KS  21  Dec  (DRi).  A 
one-eyed  Clay-colored  Sparrow  win- 
tering in  Sioux,  NE,  and  first  noticed 
5 Jan  (MB),  provided  a first  winter 
record  for  Nebraska.  It  was  netted  12 
Feb  and  found  to  be  “healthy  and 
fat.”  Another  Clay-colored  was 
found  15  Dec  in  Jefferson,  KS  (BR). 


Up  to  15  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  in 
Roger  Mills  and  Custer,  OK  18  Dec — 
8 Jan  extend  westward  the  expected 
winter  range  for  this  species  (JAG). 
The  16  White-winged  Juncos  in 
Logan,  KS  15  Dec  (TS,  SS)  also  pro- 
vide a nice  data  point.  A Swamp 
Sparrow  apparently  wintering  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  was  last  noted  21  Jan  (LE). 
Among  lingering  icterids  were  8 Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds  in  Scotts  Bluff, 
NE  14  Dec  (SJD,  WRS,  KN)  and  one 
in  Keith,  NE  15  Dec  (SJD,  MU). 
Snow  Buntings,  up  to  5 per  location, 
were  reported  for  five  counties  in 
Kansas:  Stafford,  Cowley,  Russell, 
Elsworth,  and  Lincoln  (fide  LM). 
Fourteen  Cassin’s  Finches  made  it  e. 
to  Keith,  NE  15  Dec  (WRS,  KN). 

Cited  observers  (state  editors  in  bold- 
face): NEBRASKA:  Bub  Blake,  Aaron 
Brees,  Mark  Brogie,  Kathy  DeLara, 
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Larry  Einemann,  Carlos  Grande 
(CaG),  Ruth  Green,  Joe  Gubanyi, 
Mary  Gustafson,  Carolyn  Hall,  Robin 
Harding,  Carr  Heaney  (CHy),  Dave 
Heidt,  Tyler  Hicks,  Glen  Hoge,  Wanda 
Hoge,  C.W.  Huntley,  Marshall  Iliff,  Joel 
G.  Jorgensen,  Clem  N.  Klaphake,  Don 
Maas,  Kay  Niyo,  Babs  Padelford,  Loren 
Padelford,  Larry  Randolph,  W.  Ross 
Silcock,  Mark  Urwiller,  Harley  Win- 
frey. KANSAS:  Henry  Armknecht, 
Charles  Anderson,  Doris  Burnett,  Dan 
Baffa  (DBa),  Mark  Corder,  Tom  Flow- 
ers, Tom  Flanigan  (TFl),  Gregg 
Friesen,  Richard  Field,  Matt  Gear- 
heart,  Chet  Gresham,  Tyler  Hicks, 
Leon  Hicks,  Helen  Hands,  Petejanzen, 
Lowell  Johnson,  Jane  Leo,  Nancy  Leo, 
Mick  McHugh,  Rex  Miller,  Lloyd 
Moore,  Arpad  Nyari,  Chuck  & Jaye 
Otto,  Galen  Pittman,  Alexis  Powell, 
Monica  Papes,  Sebastian  Patti,  Mike 
Rader,  Bob  Rucker,  Doug  Rudick,  Dave 
Rintoul  (DRi),  Scott  Rice,  Sara  Shane, 
Tom  Shane,  Scott  Seltman  (SSe),  Art 
Swalwell,  Will  Chatfield  Taylor,  Bun- 
nie  Watkins,  Beverly  Yates.  OKLA- 
HOMA: David  Arbour,  James  W.  Arter- 
burn,  David  Barrett,  P&D  Bueller,  Bill 
Carrell,  Cameron  Cox,  Joseph  A. 
Grzybowski,  Stephen  Grzybowski, 
Berlin  Heck,  C.  Heck  (CHe),  D.  Hor- 
ton (DHo),  D.  Lambert,  Kurt  Meisen- 
zahl,  Steve  Metz,  Terry  Mitchell,  Mitch 
Oliphant,  Jack  Olson,  Joe  Roberts,  J 
Scarborough  (JSc),  Jerry  Sisler,  Don  & 
Joyce  Varner,  Don  Woodfin.  © 
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Mark  W.  Lockwood 

402  East  Harriet  Street 
Alpine,  Texas  79830 
(mark.lockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 


Following  a very  wet  fall  season  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  state,  the  winter 
season  had  good  continued  moisture. 
In  the  Trans-Pecos,  the  winter  was  excep- 
tionally warm,  and  there  was  above-average 
rainfall  in  many  areas.  The  winter  was  rela- 
tively mild  in  north-central  Texas.  Across 
most  of  that  region,  temperatures  were 
about  average  for  the  season,  with  precipita- 
tion just  below  normal.  This  was  the  best 
“invasion”  year  for  northern  cyclical  flock 
species  in  several  years,  including  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets,  American  Robins,  and 
Cedar  Waxwings,  along  with  record  num- 
bers of  Yellow-rumped  and  Pine  Warblers. 
Waterfowl  numbers  were  generally  reported 
as  low  in  all  but  far  West  Texas. 


Abbreviations:  T.B.R.C.  (Texas  Bird  Records 
Committee);  U.T.C.  (Upper  Texas  Coast); 
N.S.  (National  Seashore);  VC.  D.  B.  (Village 
Creek  Drying  Beds).  The  following  are 
shortened  names  for  the  respective  local, 
county,  state,  or  national  parks,  wildlife 
refuges,  etc.:  Anahuac,  Bentsen,  Big  Bend, 
Big  Bend  Ranch,  Brazoria,  Bueschcr,  Buffalo 
Lake,  Caprock  Canyons,  San  Bernard,  Santa 
Ana,  Sea  Rim,  and  Trinity  River. 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Brief  details  were  provided  for  a Red- 
throated  Loon  at  L.  Meredith, 
Moore/Hutchinson  9-23  Feb  (m.  ob.). 
Another  Red-throated  Loon  was  at  Bal- 
rnorhea  L.,  Reeves  28  Feb+  QG,  CEd).  Sin- 
gle Pacific  Loons  were  noted  at  Balmorhea  L. 
24  Dec  (WRu),  Lake  O.H.  Ivie,  Coleman  4 
Feb  (PH,  EC),  and  Texas  City  Dike,  Galve- 
ston 20  Jan  (fide  PKe).  A probable  Pacific 
Loon  was  reported  from  L.  Bob  Sandlin, 
Camp  12  Jan  (DB).  More  unusual  was  a con- 
centration of  4 Pacific  Loons  at  L.  Tawakoni, 
Rains/Van  Zandt  28  Dec  (RR).  At  least  one 
ad.  and  2 juv.  Least  Grebes  from  the  fall  nest- 


ing on  Galveston  I.,  Galveston  were  present 
through  the  end  of  Jan  (JSt  et  al.).  Strangely, 
a Least  Grebe  was  found  in  saltwater  habitat 
near  Indianola,  Calhoun  5 Dec  (BFr,  PH). 
Peak  winter  counts  of  Western  (91)  and 
Clarks  (136)  Grebes  were  made  at  McNary 
Res,  Huspeth  22  Dec  (BZ).  Western  Grebes 
were  more  common  in  the  e.  half  of  the  state 
than  normal.  Particularly  noteworthy  were 
11+  at  L.  Buchanan,  Llano/Bumet  15  Feb+ 
(SA)  and  up  to  4 at  L.  Bob  Sandlin  22  Dec — 
21  Jan  (DB).  Two  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants at  L.  Meredith,  Hutchinson  5 Jan 
(BPi)  and  1 2 Feb  (KS)  provided  a rare  win- 
ter Panhandle  record.  Accidental  in  any  sea- 
son in  El  Paso,  an  American  Bittern  was  at 
Feather  L.  15-18  Feb  (JSp,  JZ,  MS,  BZ). 
Another  American  Bittern  spent  the  winter 
in  ne.  San  Antonio,  Bexar  (GSc  et  al.).  Least 
Bittern  is  a very  rare  winter  resident  along 
the  coastal  prairies;  this  season,  one  was  at 
San  Bernard,  Brazoria  1 Dec  (DVe),  2 were  at 
Brazoria  15  Dec  (KR  et  al.),  and  another  was 
on  the  Bolivar  Peninsula,  Galveston  22  Dec. 
Scarce  in  winter,  a White-faced  Ibis  was  in  El 
Paso  7-28  Jan  (BZ,  JSp),  and  2 were  at 
Feather  L„  El  Paso  18  Feb  (BZ,  JZ,  MS).  An 
imm.  Wood  Stork  was  at  Anahuac  late  Jan+ 
(fide  DSa).  A single  Turkey  Vulture  flying 
over  Paton’s  El  Paso  yard  on  9 Feb  was  early 
by  three  weeks.  Black  and  Turkey  Vultures 
were  noted  in  higher-than-usual  numbers 
throughout  the  season  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with 
record  highs  noted  on  several  Christmas 
counts. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A record-high  total  of  200+  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  was  counted  at  Kingsville, 
Kleberg  16  Dec  (fide  TL).  Farther  up  the 
coast,  over  20  Fulvous  spent  the  winter  at 
San  Bernard,  Brazoria  (RW  et  al.),  providing 
the  first  documented  overwintering  record 
for  the  U.T.C.  Two  banded  Trumpeter 
Swans  in  a Lubbock  city  park  1 Dec — 22  Feb 
(JJ,  BB,  in.  ob.)  were  captive-reared  siblings 
from  the  Iowa  reintroduction  program. 
Four  more  Trumpeters  from  this  same  pro- 
gram were  spotted  27  Feb+  near  Wichita 
Falls,  Wichita  (GM,  TK  et  al).  An  unmarked 
Trumpeter  was  reported  from  a private  ranch 
in  Hutchinson  on  9 Dec  (TBPi);  details  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  T.B.R.C.  The  only  Tundra 
Swan  reported  this  season  was  at  Red  Bluff 
Reservoir,  Reeves  22  Feb  (EC,  ph.).  Up  to  3 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  at  Mid- 
land, Midland  27  Dec — 3 Jan  (m.  ob.),  pro- 
viding a rare  local  record.  An  impressive 
count  of  241  Ross’s  Geese  was  made  at 
McNary  Res.  17  Jan  (BZ).  A lone  Ross’s 
Goose  at  Terlingua  Cr.  in  Big  Bend  on  16 
Dec  was  a very  rare  find  in  the  national  park 
(CL).  An  Atlantic  Brant  was  documented  in 
Lubbock  13-14  Jan  (GJ,  tAF,  tBB  et  al.), 
representing  the  21st  record  for  Texas.  Six 
Wood  Ducks  in  Midland  on  6 Dec  were 
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noteworthy,  but  a group  of  9 at  a separate 
location  9 Jan  was  the  largest  number  ever 
reported  for  Midland  (SSC).  A drake 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Tornillo  Res.,  Hud- 
speth 7-23  Jan  (ph.,  tBZ  et  al.).  A male  Cin- 
namon Teal  was  at  VC.D.B.,  Tarrant  28  Dec 
(MR,  AK),  and  a female  was  at  Cement  Cr. 
Pond,  Tairant  29  Dec — 1 Jan  (MR  et  al.). 
The  only  Long-tailed  Ducks  reported  this 
season  were  one  at  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  14 
Dec  (JM,  DMc,  TeM,  JHo,  EAn)  and  2 at 
Offat’s  Bayou,  Galveston  17  Dec  (JSt).  Inland 
Surf  Scoters  included  an  ad.  male  at  Choke 
Canyon  Res.,  McMullen  21  Dec  (CM)  and  a 
female  near  Melrose,  Nacogdoches  26-27  Dec 
(DWo,  RT).  The  Surf  Scoter  present  at  Bal- 
morhea  L.  during  the  fall  was  last  noted  on 
28  Dec  (ML).  Two  White-winged  Scoters 
discovered  in  the  fall  at  Balmorhea  L.  con- 
tinued to  5 Jan  (m.  ob.)  and  amazingly  reap- 
peared 28  Feb — 2 Mar  (JG,  CEd).  A male 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  carefully  described 
from  a pond  near  L.  Murvaul,  Panola  4 Jan 
(tGLu),  providing  the  8th  state  record.  An 
astounding  count  of  1230  Common  Mer- 
gansers was  made  at  Tornillo  Res.  24  Jan 
(BZ).  An  Osprey  wintered  at  McNary  Res., 
providing  a rare  Trans-Pecos  winter  record 
(BZ).  An  imm.  Northern  Goshawk  was  at 
Castalon  in  Big  Bend,  Brewster  14  Feb  (tKBr, 
ph.).  Harris’s  Hawk  is  a rare  find  in  the  Pan- 
handle and  n.  Rolling  Plains;  this  season, 
singles  were  near  Tulia,  Swisher  7 Jan  (BPi), 
near  Pampa,  Gray  8-9  Feb  (BH,  L&GS  et 
al.),  with  2 near  L.  Arrowhead,  Clay  13-17 


r h Careful  studies  of  hawks  attracted  to  sugar  cane  burns  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  during  Jan  provided  an  informative 
glimpse  of  the  local  raptor  populations,  including  Swainson's  Hawks.  Swainson's  are  quite  rare  in  winter  in  Texas 
and  have  only  been  well  documented  a few  times.  On  1 Jan,  Bill  Clark  captured  and  banded  a Basic  1 light-morph  Swain- 
son's in  s.  Hidalgo  and  located  4 others  16-17  Jan  near  Delta !.,  Hidalgo.  On  20  Jan,  Arvin  discovered  2 more  in  sw.  Cameron. 
Others  included  a subad.  in  s.  Hidalgo  16  Dec  (StW)  and  an  ad.  near  Anzalduas  30  Jan  (KC).  With  this  information,  along 
with  the  benefit  of  Clark's  surveys  farther  up  the  Coastal  Prairies  over  the  past  few  years,  it  would  appear  that  a reevalua- 
tion of  the  species'  winter  range  in  Texas  is  in  order. 


Jan  (EAn).  An  ad.  Broad-winged  Hawk  was 
studied  soaring  over  the  edges  of  Nueces 
Bay,  San  Patricio  14  Dec,  as  if  on  a very  late 
migration  path  (MC).  A very  early  migrant 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  reported  23  Feb 
from  w.  Galveston  L,  Galveston  (JSt). 

Adding  to  a lengthy  list  of  winter  records 
from  Bastrop , a Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  near 
Elgin  14-17  Feb  (BFr).  The  Swainson’s 
Hawk  x Rough-legged  Hawk  hybrid  discov- 
ered in  the  fall  in  Tairant  remained  until  10 
Jan  (MR).  Ferruginous  and  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  much  more  frequently  encoun- 
tered across  n.-cen.  Texas  this  winter  than 
normal,  with  the  former  bordering  on  com- 
mon in  the  w.  half  of  the  area.  Golden  Eagles 
wandered  well  e.  of  their  normal  haunts, 
with  3 noted  in  East  Texas:  singles  at  Caddo 
L.,  Marion  7 Dec  (DWe),  Fannin  24  Dec 
(RT),  and  Nacogdoches  18  Jan  (CW). 
Crested  Caracaras  made  their  way  up  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  one  at  Big  Bend,  Brewster  18 
Dec  (KBo)  and  2 at  Comstock,  Val  Verde  28 
Dec  (GSc).  Prairie  Falcons  were  noted  in 
higher-than-normal  numbers  in  n.-cen. 


Texas  during  the  period,  and  one  near  Bas- 
trop, Bastrop  10  Dec — 21  Jan  (BFr)  was  cer- 
tainly unexpected. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  American  Oystercatcher  nests  were  dis- 
covered near  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  22 
Jan,  providing  a very  early  nesting  date  (BFr, 
PH).  A flock  of  240+  Mountain  Plovers  was 
found  19  Jan  on  the  King  Ranch,  Kleberg 
(TL).  In  the  Trans-Pecos,  where  the  species 
was  not  known  to  winter,  four  groups  of 
Mountain  Plovers  totaling  209  individuals 
were  at  Dell  City  3 Dec  (KBr).  The  next  day, 
60  birds  were  found  in  the  same  area,  and 
although  searches  were  conducted  in  Jan 
and  Feb,  none  could  be  located.  The  high 
count  of  Mountain  Plovers  in  the  Granger  L. 
area,  Williamson  this  winter  was  71  birds  on 
25  Jan  (TFe).  Black-necked  Stilts  are  slowly 
increasing  in  numbers  every  winter  in  the  El 
Paso  area;  this  season,  13  were  at  two  sites  1 
Jan  (JPa,  JZ,  MS).  Up  to  5 Black-necked 
Stilts  and  at  least  2 American  Avocets  were 
present  at  an  El  Paso  sewage  plant  until  the 
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Mountain  Plovers  were  not  known  to  occur  in  the  Trans-Pecos  during  the  winter  prior  to  the  discovery  of  209  at  Dell  City  on  3 December  2002.  The  birds  could  not  be  found  during 
January  or  February,  suggesting  they  may  have  been  moving  through  the  Region  to  wintering  areas  farther  south.  Photograph  by  Kelly  Bryan. 
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One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was  the  discovery  of  an  astounding  200+  wintering  Wiison's  Phalaropes  at  La 
Sal  Del  Rey,  Hidalgo.  Single  Wilson's  were  noted  at  other  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  locations  during  the  season  as 
well.  Very  small  numbers  of  Wilson's  Phalaropes  have  been  found  wintering  at  scattered  locations  in  the  extreme  south- 
ern U.  S.  a few  times.  However,  for  several  hundred  to  winter  at  a single  location  is  unprecedented  for  a species  that  typi- 
cally winters  in  South  America.  Close  scrutiny  of  the  flock  on  31  Dec+  revealed  up  to  6 Red-necked  Phalaropes  as  well  (DSt 
et  al.).  Winter  records  of  this  species  in  Texas  are  also  virtually  nonexistent,  and  indeed  the  chief  Atlantic  wintering  grounds 
of  Red-necked  Phalarope  are  not  well  known. 


wetland’s  water  supply  was  cut  off  in  late  Jan 
(JSp  et  al.).  An  unusually  high  concentra- 
tion of  1000  Long-billed  Curlews  was 
encountered  in  Swisher  21  Dec  (RC).  Also 
unexpected  were  12+  Long-billed  Curlews 
near  Mumford,  Robertson  1 Jan  (B&CN).  A 
Solitary  Sandpiper  at  L.  Worth,  Tarrant  29 
Dec  (MR,  AK)  provided  the  first  local  Dec 
record.  The  Purple  Sandpiper  that  was  dis- 
covered on  the  Quintana  Jetty,  Brazoria  in 
the  fall  remained  through  the  winter  (tin. 
ob.).  Six  Dunlin  at  L.  Meredith,  Moore  22 
Feb  were  totally  unexpected  for  the  Panhan- 
dle (EK,  RSc,  BPi,  et  al.).  American  Wood- 
cocks were  detected  in  above-average  num- 
bers on  the  U.T.C.  (fide  RW). 

Franklin’s  Gulls  are  rarely  reported  from 
the  High  Plains  during  the  winter,  but  on  9 
Dec,  5 were  over  Lubbock  (AF).  A Mew 
Gull  believed  to  be  of  the  European  sub- 
species cams  (Common  Gull)  was  reported 
from  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  14  Dec 
(tMAu);  details  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
T.B.R.C.  The  Mew  Gull  at  Linkcrest  Land- 
fill, Tarrant  in  the  fall  was  rediscovered  at  L. 
Worth,  Tarrant  1 & 27  Dec  (tMR),  and 
another  individual  was  at  V.C.D.B.,  Tarrant 
16  Feb  (tMR).  California  Gulls  continue  to 
be  found  with  increasing  frequency  in  the  El 
Paso  area:  this  season,  up  to  8 were  on  the 
reservoirs  in  Hudspeth  and  El  Paso.  The 
same  seems  to  be  true  in  n.-cen.  Texas, 
where  4 were  present.  Elsewhere,  single 
California  Gulls  were  noted  at  San  Luis  Pass, 
Galveston  26  Jan  and  East  Beach  30  Jan  and 
20  Feb  (JSt),  and  2 were  found  in  Austin  22 
Dec  (BFr).  A first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was 
reported  in  Galveston  25  Jan  (tDwP).  The 
only  inland  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
reported  were  singles  at  Austin  22  Dec  (BFr) 
and  L.  Lewisville,  Denton  on  the  same  date 
(RR).  A first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  fre- 
quented the  East  Beach/Bolivar  zone,  Galve- 
ston, from  late  Nov  onwards  (MAu,  DaJ  et 
ah),  and  another  first-winter  bird  was  at 
Rollover  Pass,  Galveston  16  Feb  (MAu). 
More  unexpected  was  a first-winter  Glau- 
cous Gull  at  L.  Texorna,  Grayson  5-13  Jan 
(RR,  EC).  First-winter  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  documented  at  Sargent, 
Matagorda  20  Dec  (tMAu)  and  Boca  Chica, 
Cameron  6 Jan+  (ph.,  tJA,  m.  ob.).  An  ad. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  seen  at  Red  Bluff 
Lake,  Reeves  19  Feb  (MO). 


PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Ten  Eastern  Screech-Owls  at  White  River  L., 
Crosby  4 Jan  (BB,  RKo,  AF)  was  an  unusu- 
ally high  count  for  the  South  Plains  area. 
The  2 Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owls  discovered 
at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  in  the  fall  remained 
through  the  winter.  A roost  of  8-9  Long- 
eared Owls  was  discovered  in  Plano,  Collin 
during  Dec  (MMo).  Lingering  Common 
Nighthawks  were  discovered  at  College  Sta- 
tion, Brazos  14  Dec  (BV),  Longview,  Gregg 
28  Dec  (DMe,  DJo),  and  Medina  20Jan  (BA), 
all  providing  first  local  Dec  and  Jan  records. 
Perhaps  the  best  find  of  the  season  in  the 
Panhandle  was  a torpid  Common  Poorwill 
in  Amarillo,  Randall  14  Jan  (EK).  Although 
there  are  two  Nov  sightings  of  this  species 
from  the  Panhandle,  this  is  the  first  evidence 
of  possible  overwintering.  A lingering 
Chuck-will’s-widow  was  reported  from 
Camp  Karankawa,  Brazoria  6Jan  (HM),  and 
a Whip-poor-will  was  photographed  in  nw. 
Brazoria  on  the  same  date  (GC,  CHi  et  ah). 
A Chaetura  swift  was  seen  in  amongst  Cave 
Swallows  at  Calaveras  L.,  Bexar  9 Dec 
(D&LE).  The  late  date  suggests  the  possi- 
bility that  is  was  a Vaux’s,  which  has  not  yet 
been  documented  in  the  state.  Further  evi- 
dence of  wintering  White-throated  Swifts  in 
the  Palo  Duro  Canyon  system  was  2 at 
Caprock  Canyons,  Briscoe  27  Jan  (JR,  FS). 

Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds  wintered  in 
the  Central  Brazos  Valley  for  the  first  time; 
one  throughout  the  season  at  Chappell  Hill, 
Washington  (MEf  et  al.)  and  another  at  Bren- 
ham,  Washington  27  Dec+  (G&DS  et  al.). 
Another  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  made  a 
brief  appearance  near  Utley,  Bastrop  on  2 Feb 
(BFr).  An  imm.  male  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird in  Fort  Davis  8-17  Dec  (KBr)  pro- 
vided the  first  Trans-Pecos  winter  record.  A 
Black-chinned  Hummingbird  at  Panther 
Junction  in  Big  Bend  on  14  Feb  (MF)  was 
well  ahead  of  schedule.  A male  Calliope 
Hummingbird  was  in  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces 
7-9  Feb  and  was  joined  by  a female  8 Feb 
(GSw,  JSw,  nr.  ob.).  On  the  U.T.C.,  an  imm. 
male  Calliope  Hummingbird  was  at  Russ 
Pitman  Park,  Hanis  8 Feb+  (DVe),  and 
another  young  male  was  in  Houston,  Harris 
20  Jan+  (J&WR).  Good  finds  were  a male 
Rufous  Hummingbird  in  Lubbock  11  Dec 
and  a Broad-tailed  at  the  same  location  on  13 


Dec  (RE),  the  latter  a first  Dec  record  for  the 
South  Plains.  Allen’s  Hummingbirds  con- 
tinue to  be  documented  by  Brower  on  the 
U.T.C.  and  by  Swartz  in  the  Corpus  Christi 
area.  This  winter,  an  ad.  female  was  at  Sar- 
gent, Matagorda  20  Dec  (tCB),  a second- 
year  male  was  West  Columbia,  Brazoria  28 
Dec — 14  Feb  (tCB),  and  a first-year  male 
was  at  Kingsville,  Kleberg  28  Feb  (tGSw,  JSi). 
An  imm.  male  Allen’s  Hummingbird 
appeared  in  sw.  Comal  on  2 Nov  and  molted 
into  ad.  plumage  before  it  departed  11  Feb 
(tMH).  An  other  apparent  ad.  male  Allen’s 
Hummingbird  was  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  9 
Feb  (tJ&SH,  ph.).  Three  Green  Kingfishers 
were  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster 
throughout  Dec  (m.  ob.). 

The  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  reported  at  Hart- 
ley, Hartley  in  the  fall  was  relocated  10  Feb 
(JW),  and  the  one  in  Fort  Davis  continued 
through  at  least  13  Jan  (ML  et  al.).  Red- 
headed Woodpecker  is  rare  at  best  in  the 
Panhandle  during  winter,  but  3 were  noted 
in  Wheeler  21  Jan  (BPi).  A single  male 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  was  a nice  find  in 
the  Chisos  Mts.  of  Big  Bend  28  Feb  QG, 
BCo).  Single  Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were 
noted  in  San  Patricio  11  Jan.  and  Rose  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Corpus  Christi  15  Jan  (AC, 
MC).  Four  Ladder-backed  Woodpeckers 
were  found  near  Damon,  Brazoria  23  Feb 
(RW,  CB),  and  2 were  still  present  on  8 Mar. 
This  species  is  not  known  to  nest  on  the 
U.T.C  away  from  Waller.  Two  Downy 
Woodpeckers  in  Junction,  Kimble  11  Feb 
were  unexpected  in  the  cen.  Hill  Country 
(SWe). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  JAYS 

A Greater  Pewee  was  discovered  at  Anzal- 
duas  County  Park,  Hidalgo  12  Dec  and 
remained  through  the  season  (tJA,  m.  ob.). 
This  represents  the  first  record  of  the  species 
for  South  Texas  and  the  first  wintering 
record  for  Texas.  A Hammond’s  Flycatcher 
was  at  the  Las  Palomas  W.M.A.,  Cameron  19 
Jan — 8 Feb  (JA)  and  appears  to  be  only  con- 
firmed sighting  of  the  species  for  the  Lower 
Rio  Grande  Valley.  The  Gray  Flycatcher 
reported  from  Karnes  during  the  fall 
remained  through  the  winter  (DMu).  Fol- 
lowing the  discovery  of  a “Western”  Fly- 
catcher at  McKinney  Roughs,  Bastrop  in  late 
Nov,  Freeman  found  2 there  1 Dec.  A female 
Vermilion  Flycatcher  was  present  at  the 
Waco  sewage  ponds  18  Jan — 13  Feb  (FB). 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  wandered  e.  into 
the  Central  Brazos  Valley,  with  one  near 
Keith,  Grimes  19  Dec  (BeF,  AD)  the  most 
noteworthy.  On  the  U.T.C.,  Ash-throated 
Flycatchers  were  more  common  than  usual, 
with  an  impressive  6 found  on  the  San 
Bernard  N.W.R.  C.B.C.,  Brazoria  20  Dec, 
and  an  amazing  26  from  the  nearby  Mad  1. 
count  in  Matagorda.  A Great  Kiskadee  on 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


North  Padre  I.,  Nueces  28  Jan  was  the  2nd 
record  for  the  island  (MC).  One  found  dur- 
ing the  fall  in  Ropseville,  Hockley  was  last 
seen  31  Dec  (LR),  while  another  in  Bastrop, 
Bastrop  23  Dec  (BFr)  was  a county  first.  A 
Couchs  Kingbird  in  Nacogdoches  2 Nov — 21 
Dec  QF  et  aU  provided  a first  documented 
record  for  Pineywoods. 

Two  Northern  Shrikes  were  seen  at  White 
River  L.,  Crosby  4 Jan  (AF,  PKi,  TMc,  TS), 
with  others  in  the  Panhandle  at  L.  Meredith 
29  Jan  (RSc,  BM)  and  Briscoe  8 Feb  (PH,  JR 
et  al.) , an  imm.  that  was  joined  by  an  ad.  the 
following  day  (m.  ob.).  Gray  Vireo  is  a rare 
winter  resident  in  the  s.  Trans-Pecos,  so  sin- 
gles in  Pinto  Canyon,  Presidio  23  Feb  (JG, 
CEd)  and  Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  17  Jan 
(KBr,  JO)  were  surprising.  Two  Blue-headed 
Vireos  were  w.  of  the  normal  winter  range  in 
Big  Bend’s  Cottonwood  Campground  9 Feb 
(MF).  Wandering  Hutton’s  Vireos  found 
their  way  to  El  Paso  8-9  Jan  (BZ)  and  the 
Chinati  Mts.,  Presidio  14  Feb  (ML).  A Hut- 
ton’s Vireo  at  Freidrich  Park,  Bexar  28  Jan 

(DE)  adds  to  the  well-established  pattern  of 
occurrences  of  this  species  in  the  Hill  Coun- 
try over  the  past  five  years. 

The  Steller’s  Jays  noted  last  fall  in  the 
Amarillo  and  Canyon  areas  continued  to  be 
seen  until  at  least  mid-Feb  (m.  ob.),  while  a 
single  bird  was  in  Lubbock  1-12  Jan  (AF, 
MLe).  Steller’s  Jays  continued  to  be  present 
at  El  Paso  through  the  period,  with  a record 
87  on  the  C.B.C.  (fide  JZ).  The  Blue  Jays 
wintering  in  Pecos  remained  through  the 
end  of  the  period  (GW).  The  Western 
Scrub-Jay  invasion  of  El  Paso  noted  in  the 
fall  continued  with  a record-high  32 
reported  on  the  C.B.C.  (fide JZ).  Pinyon  jays 
continued  to  roam  the  Davis  Mts.  through 
the  winter,  with  flocks  of  up  to  200  noted  at 
two  locations  (D&LH,  V&NR,  CF).  A 
Pinyon  Jay  in  El  Paso  1 Jan  was  a first  for  the 
local  C.B.C.  (MS).  Clark’s  Nutcrackers 
moved  into  the  high  elevations  of  the  Davis 
Mts.,  with  a single  individual  found  13  Dec 
(tDPo)  and  up  to  6 on  28  Dec  (tPR).  An 
astounding  25  were  seen  5 Jan  (CEd,  tMAd, 
tML,  tEC  et  al.),  easily  the  largest  flock 
reported  in  Texas  in  over  30  years.  A rare 
find  in  Midland,  2 American  Crows  were  in 
town  8 Feb  (DK).  Unexpected  except  as 
migrants,  2 Chihuahuan  Ravens  were  in  the 
Chisos  Mts.  28  Dec  (MAd,  LL,  M&ME). 
Chihuahuan  Ravens  near  Kingsville,  Kleberg 
24  Jan  (JS)  and  Beeville,  Bee  3 Dec  (StW) 
were  well  e.  of  their  normal  haunts. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Record-early  Purple  Martins  included  2 
females  at  Pasadena,  Han  is  28  Dec  (AH)  and 
one  near  Lorenzo,  Crosby  1 Feb  (BPh,  AF). 
Single  Tree  Swallows,  rare  winter  visitors  to 
far  w.  Texas,  were  at  McNary  Res.  22  Dec 

(BZ) ,  Balmorhea  L.  28  Dec  (ML),  and  El 


Paso  7 Jan  (BZ).  A late  Cliff  Swallow  at  Bra- 
zoria N.W.R.  7 Dec  was  a new  late  record  for 
the  U.T.C.  (JSt).  Cave  Swallows  were  pres- 
ent in  El  Paso  for  virtually  the  entire  winter 
for  the  2nd  year  in  a row  (JSp)-  Fifteen  Cave 
Swallows  at  McNary  Res.  22  Dec  (BZ)  pro- 
vided a 2nd  winter  record  for  Hudspeth. 
Midwinter  Cave  Swallows  were  also  noted  at 
Round  Rock  8 Feb  (TFe).  Two  to  5 Barn 
Swallows  in  El  Paso  5-7  Dec  provided  the 
latest  El  Paso  area  records  (JSp)-  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  noted  at  three 
Midland  locations  this  season  between  20 
Dec  and  2 Feb  (SSC,  RMS).  A single  Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  discovered  at  McNary 
Res.  22  Dec  was  the  2nd  ever  for  Hudspeth 
(JZ,  MS).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
very  scarce  throughout  the  e.  half  of  the 
state,  with  only  one  reported  from  the  Piney- 
woods during  the  period.  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  arrived  early  in  the  fall  and  stayed 
in  unusually  large  numbers  in  virtually  all 
areas  of  the  state. 

A Rock  Wren  at  L. 

Lewisville,  Denton 
22  Dec  (BG,  RR) 
was  e.  of  the  nor- 
mal range.  A 
Sedge  Wren  in 
Lubbock  14  Dec 
(AF)  was  a nice 
find. 

Eastern  Blue- 
birds were  unusu- 
ally common  in 
the  Trans-Pecos 
this  winter,  with 
reports  of  multiple 
birds  coming  from 
observers  across 
that  region.  A 
female  Mountain 
Bluebird  wandered 
e.  to  L.  Tawakoni, 

Van  Zandt  1-22  Feb 
(RR,  RKi),  a 
county  first.  Wood 
Thrushes,  very 
rare  winter  visitors 
in  the  state,  were 
found  at  San 
Bernard,  Brazoria 
20  Dec  (DPe),  Aransas  N.W.R.,  Aransas  4 Jan 
(WS),  and  Washington-on-the-Brazos, 
Washington  18  Jan  (DVo,  ER  et  al.). 
Observers  from  virtually  all  areas  of  the  state 
commented  that  American  Robins  were 
especially  abundant  this  winter.  Three  sepa- 
rate Varied  Thrushes  were  documented  in 
the  Trans-Pecos,  with  singles  near  Alpine, 
Brewster  2 Dec  (tJG,  CEd),  El  Paso  6 Dec — 
24  Jan  (HJ,  tBZ,  m.  ob.),  and  at  Guadalupe 
Mountains  N.P,  Culberson  21  Dec  (tErA).  A 
surprising  number  of  Gray  Catbirds  was 
reported  from  the  Trans-Pecos  this  winter, 


with  10  separate  individuals  reported  in  the 
w.  half  of  the  region.  Another  Gray  Catbird 
of  note  was  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  4 Jan 
(CSt  et  al.).  The  Blue  Mockingbird  present 
at  Pharr,  Hidalgo  last  fall  continued  through 
the  season  (tm.  ob.).  Two  Sprague’s  Pipits 
were  found  in  alfalfa  fields  near  Fort  Han- 
cock, Hudspeth  22  Dec.  Over  the  last  several 
years,  this  species  has  proven  to  be  a regular 
wintering  bird  in  far  w.  Texas. 

Orange-crowned  Warblers  rarely  wander 
n.  to  the  Panhandle  during  winter,  but  this 
year  singles  were  in  Amarillo,  Potter  31 
Dec- — -28  Jan  (KS)  and  11  Jan  (KS)  and  at 
Caprock  Canyons,  Briscoe  4Jan  (BPi).  A lin- 
gering Northern  Parula  and  a Tropical 
Parula  were  both  present  at  Goliad  S.R, 
Goliad  4 Dec  (DMu,  WS).  Another  Tropical 
Parula  was  at  Blucher  Nature  Center  in  Cor- 
pus Christi  18-27  Jan  (WS  et  al.).  A well- 
described  Magnolia  Warbler  was  found  at 
Sabal  Palms,  Cameron  27  Jan  (tAS).  Sekula 
and  Muschalck  saw 
a stunning  male 
Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  at 
Goliad  S.  R 4 Dec, 
and  another  male 
was  near  Three 
Rivers,  Live  Oak  21 
Dec  (WRu  et  al.). 
An  amazing  con- 
centration of  42 
Pine  Warblers  was 
noted  at  Guadalupe 
Delta  W.M.A., 
Aransas  4 Jan 
(WS).  Good  war- 
bler finds  on  the 
South  Plains 
included  single 
Pines  in  Lubbock 
14  Dec  (AF)  and  at 
White  River  L.  4 
Jan  (PKi,  TS)  and  a 
Palm  in  Lubbock 
14  Dec  (AF).  A 
Palm  Warbler  at  El 
Paso  7 Dec  was  also 
notable  (JSp)-  An 
American  Redstart 
was  in  Corpus 
Christi  4 Jan+  (MC,  LJ,  WS,  m.  ob.),  and  one 
was  in  Edinburg,  Hidalgo  27  Jan  (TB).  Even 
more  unusual  was  an  American  Redstart  in 
Houston,  Harris  2 Dec — 6 Jan  (DVe).  A 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  wintered  near  Chap- 
pell Hill,  Washington , providing  a first  such 
record  for  the  area  (DVo);  another  in  Rusk  15 
Jan — 3 Feb  (GLu)  was  equally  noteworthy. 
A Louisiana  Waterthrush,  presumably  a very 
early  migrant,  was  at  Brazos  Bend,  Fort  Bend 
4 Feb  (RW).  The  MacGillivray’s  Warbler 
detected  on  w.  Galveston  I.  in  the  fall 
remained  through  the  winter  (DwP,  DPe).  A 


A Greater  Pewee  frequented  Anzalduas  County  Park,  Hidalgo 
County,  Texas  for  much  of  the  season  (here  1 5 December  2002), 
a first  record  for  this  species  for  South  Texas  as  well  as  a first 

overwintering  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Brad  McKinney. 
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Hooded  Warbler  on  w.  Galveston  1.  16  Jan 
(DPe)  provided  only  the  2nd  U.T.C.  winter 
record.  A stunning  Painted  Redstart  was 
present  in  Richmond,  Fort  Bend  23  Dec+ 
(WH-E),  a first  wintering  record  for  the 
U.T.C.  and  just  the  5th  record  overall.  The 
Golden-crowned  Warbler  found  in  Edin- 

Iburg  during  the  fall  was  seen  daily  through 
the  season  (DHo,  m.  ob.).  Very  unexpected 
was  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  in  Georgetown, 
Williamson  31  Dec  (TFe). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  one  Summer  Tanager  spent  the 
entire  period  at  Corpus  Christi  (MC),  and 
singles  were  also  noted  at  San  Antonio  2 Jan 
(HR,  MCr)  and  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazo- 
ria 5 Jan  (R&KL).  A male  Western  Tanager 
was  present  near  Nacogdoches  4-19  Jan 
(R&FM  et  al.).  Other  Western  Tanager 
sightings  of  note  included  one  at  Chappell 
Hill,  Washington  3 Nov — 25  Jan  (DVo)  and 
Milam,  Milam  4 Feb+  (AlC).  Winter  sight- 
ings of  Eastern  Towhee  continue  to  increase 
in  the  Panhandle/South  Plains  region.  This 
season,  4 were  found,  the  westernmost 
being  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  15  Dec 
(BB,  AF).  Three  Clay-colored  Sparrows  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.  15  Dec  (BB,  AF  et  al.) 
provided  a very  rare  winter  record  for  the 
South  Plains,  and  one  near  Henderson,  Rush 
2 Feb  (GLu)  was  also  unexpected.  Brewers 
Sparrows  were  unusually  common  in  the  s. 
half  of  the  Trans-Pecos  and  were  downright 
abundant  in  many  locations.  A good  find 
the  Panhandle  was  a Park  Sparrow  at 
Caprock  Canyons  4 Jan  (BPi).  A Grasshop- 

Sper  Sparrow  was  an  excellent  find  in  Dallas 
21  Dec  (KC),  as  were  4 in  Big  Bend  13  Feb 
(KBr).  A Bairds  Sparrow  was  reported  from 
L.  Amistad,  Val  Verde  on  Christmas  Day 
(TAF);  details  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
T.B.R.C.  Four  Harris’s  Sparrows  at  Freeport, 
Brazoria  were  notable,  as  this  species  rarely 

I makes  it  all  the  way  to  the  coast.  An  ad. 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  was  documented 
in  Live  Oak  8 Dec — 2 Feb  (tJ&SH);  this 
individual  has  apparently  wintered  at  this 
location  for  four  consecutive  years.  Black- 
headed Grosbeaks  are  casual  in  winter  in 
the  e.  half  of  Texas  away  from  the  coast,  so 
one  at  Liberty,  Liberty  27  Dec — 3 Jan  (CeS) 
and  another  at  Chappell  Hill,  Washington  23 
Dec — 11  Jan  (DVo  et  al.)  were  unexpected. 

I Amazingly,  Dickcissels  overwintered  in 
n.-cen.  Texas  at  two  separate  locations  in 
Dallas  (BS,  BG),  and  another  near  White 
Rock  L.,  Dallas  (MMi  et  al.).  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  sightings  of  note 
included  one  in  Bastrop  31  Jan  (BFr)  and  a 
male  in  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  1 Feb 
(RW).  Rusty  Blackbirds  wandered  to  nw. 
Texas  this  winter,  with  2 in  Lubbock  14 
Dec  (BB,  JHa).  An  extraordinary  find  was 


a female  Rusty  Blackbird  on  a sandbar  in 
the  Rio  Grande  at  El  Paso  1 Jan  (MS). 
Rusty  Blackbirds  were  more  widespread 
and  abundant  in  East  and  Central  Texas 
this  winter  than  in  the  past  several.  Com- 
mon Grackles  staged  a small  “invasion”  on 
the  cen.  coast,  with  flocks  seen  farther 
south  than  usual,  including  to  Riviera, 
Kenedy  (AC,  MC).  A Great-tailed  Grackle 
in  Nacogdoches  20  Dec  (JR  provided  a 
first  county  record,  while  a Bronzed  Cow- 
bird  there  24  Dec  (DoH)  was  only  the  2nd 
for  the  Pineywoods.  An  imnr.  male  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  in  Zimmer’s  El  Paso  yard  dur- 
ing Jan  was  a surprising  winter  find.  A 
highlight  of  the  season  in  n.-cen.  Texas 
was  a male  Scott’s  Oriole  that  visited  a yard 
in  s.  Tarrant  26  Jan  and  16  Feb  (EW).  A 
male  Scott’s  Oriole  near  Comfort,  Kendall 
14  Feb  (SWi)  was  a nice  Valentine’s  Day 
gift.  Four  Purple  Finches  were  an  excel- 
lent find  at  Panther  Junction,  Big  Bend 
N.P.  9 Dec  (MF).  Although  Cassin’s 
Finches  were  fairly  common  in  the  Davis 
Mts.  throughout  the  winter  period  (m. 
ob.),  this  species  was  virtually  unreported 
elsewhere  in  the  Trans-Pecos.  The  only 
report  of  Red  Crossbills  this  season  was  of 
9 in  El  Paso  9 Feb  (JZ  et  al.).  An  imm. 
male  Lesser  Goldfinch  in  Nacogdoches  5 
Jan  (CEl)  provided  a first  Pineywoods 
record.  A small  number  of  Evening  Gros- 
beaks was  reported  at  L.  Tanglewood,  Ran- 
dall during  Jan  and  Feb  (S&TJ  et  al.). 

UNDOCUMENTED  RARITIES 

The  following  Texas  Bird  Records  Review 
Species  were  reported  without  documenta- 
tion: Masked  Duck  on  the  King  Ranch,  Kle- 
berg 19  Jan+;  Little  Gull  at  L.  Wright  Pat- 
man, Cass/Bowie  28  Dec;  Black-headed  Gull 
at  L.  Wright  Patman  15  & 28  Dec;  Costa’s 
Hummingbird  in  the  Christmas  Mts.,  Brew- 
ster 2 Jan;  and  White-winged  Crossbill  at 
Lubbock  18  Feb. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Mark  Adams  (MAd)  (Trans-Pecos: 
HC75,  Box  1337-B,  Ft.  Davis,  TX  79734- 
5016.  email:  mta@astro.as.utexas.edu),  Earl 
Anderson  (EAn),  Erik  Anderson  (ErA),  Ben 
Archer,  John  Arvin,  Shawn  Ashbaugh, 
Michael  Austin  (MAu),  Brandon  Best, 
Karen  Bonnet  (KBo),  David  Brotherton, 
Charles  Brower,  Tim  Brush,  Kelly  Bryan 
(KBr),  Frank  Bumgardner,  Rudy  Cadra, 
Gardner  Campbell,  Eric  Carpenter,  Bill 
Clark  (BCD,  Brian  Cook  (BCo),  Arlie 
Cooksey,  Mel  Cooksey  (MC)  (South  Texas: 
16  Townhouse  Lane,  Corpus  Christi,  TX 
78412.  email:  ssi@stx.rr.com),  Alice  Corn- 
well  (AlC),  Kelly  Cotten  (North-central 
Texas:  8626  Angora  Street,  Dallas,  TX 
75218.  email:  Schmotten@aol.com),  Mike 


Creese  (MCr),  Arch  Dillard,  Marc  and 
Maryann  Eastman,  Carol  Edwards  (CEd), 
Marcia  Effinger  (MED,  Charles  Ely,  Dodge 
and  Lorna  Engelman,  Rosemary  English, 
Jesse  Fagan,  Chuck  Feller,  Tim  Fennell 
(TFe),  Mark  Flippo,  Anthony  Floyd,  Brush 
Freeman  (BFr),  Bert  Frenz  (BeF)  (East 
Texas:  221  Rainbow  Dr.,  PMB  12190,  Liv- 
ingston, TX  77399-2021.  email: 
bert@bafrenz.com),  John  Gee,  Brian  Gib- 
bons, Wendy  Hale-Erlich,  Chuck  Hamilton 
(CHa),  Andrew  Hamlett,  Jill  Haukos  (JHa), 
David  and  Linda  Hedges,  Matt  Heinclel, 
Chuck  Hill  (CHi),  Tom  and  Carol  Hobby, 
Petra  Hockey,  Dwayne  Hodges  (DHo), 
Doug  Holder  (DoH),  Bill  Holiday,  Joan  and 
Scott  Holt,  Jimmy  Hoover  (JHo),  Hugh 
Jamison,  Susan  and  Tom  Johnson,  Jim 
Joiner,  Diane  Jones  (DJo),  Dan  Jones  (DaJ), 
Larry  Jordan,  George  Jury,  Tim  Kaspar, 
Donna  Kelly,  Aidan  Kelly,  Paula  Kennedy 
(PKe),  Richard  Kinney  (RKi),  Philip  Kite 
(PKi),  Rich  Kostecke  (RKo),  Ed  Kutac,  Tom 
Langschied,  Moses  Lee  (MLe),  Mark  Lock- 
wood  (ML),  Laura  Long,  Kay  and  Robert 
Lookingbill,  Clark  Lourien,  Guy  Luneau 
(GLu),  Heather  Mathewson,  Debra  McKee 
(DMc),  June  McKee,  Terry  McKee  (TeM), 
Tom  McKinley  (TMc),  Bill  McKinney,  Chris 
Merkord,  Dorothy  Metzler  (DMe),  Mike 
Millican  (MMi),  Robert  and  Fran  Moore, 
Mike  Moore  (MMo),  Greg  Mucciolo,  Derek 
Muschalek  (DMu),  Bill  and  Charlotte  Neill, 
John  O’Neill,  Mike  Overton,  Jim  Paton 
(JPa),  Dick  Peake  (DPe),  Dwight  Peake 
(DwP),  Bill  Phelan  (BPh),  Barrett  Pierce 
(BPi),  David  Poteet  (DPo),  Keith  Ramos, 
Ross  Rasmussen,  Ellen  Ratoosh,  Loveta 
Ream,  Joel  Reese,  Martin  Reid,  Helen  Rez- 
jek,  Jan  and  Will  Risser,  Van  and  Nancy 
Robinson,  Phil  Rostron,  Will  Russell 
(WRu),  David  Sarkozi  (DSa),  Alan 
Schmierer,  Georgina  Schwartz  (GSc),  Rose- 
mary Scott  (RSc),  Marcy  Scott,  Willie 
Sekula  (Central  Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd.  228, 
Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627.  email: 
wsekula@the-cia.net),  Ken  Seyffert 
(Northwest:  226  S.  Lipscomb,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109),  Floyd  Simmons,  Jim  Sinclair  (JSi), 
Tom  SoRelle,  John  Sproul  (JSp,),  Sara  St. 
Clair,  Gene  and  Dorothy  Stanford,  Ceal 
Sterling  (CeS),  Jim  Stevenson  (JSt),  Cliff 
Stogner  (CSt),  Dorie  Stolley  (DSt),  Rose 
Marie  Stortz,  Glenn  Swartz  (GSw),  Jimmy 
Swartz  (JSw),  Leo  and  Georgia  Swift, 
Robert  Truss,  Betty  Vermiere,  Don  Verser 
(DVe),  Darrell  Vollert  (DVo),  David  Weaver 
(DWe),  Elaine  Webb,  Ron  Weeks  (U.T.C.: 
110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX 
77566.  email:  igarapet@brazosport.cc.tx.us), 
Carol  Wells,  John  Whittle,  Sue  Wiedenfeld 
(SWi),  Stephen  Williams  (StW),  Greer 
Willis,  David  Wolf  (DWo),  Jimmy 
Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer.  0 


226 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


The  winter  of  2002  was  dominated 
by  an  “El  Nino”  winter  weather  pat- 
tern that  brought  unusually  mild 
temperatures  to  the  Region;  in  fact,  it  was 
the  third  warmest  January  ever  recorded  in 
Idaho.  An  Arctic  front  in  late  February 
brought  the  only  wintry  weather  of  the 
season,  when  temperatures  plunged  into 
the  teens  in  Boise,  Idaho  and  as  low  as  -45° 
F in  Bozeman,  Montana.  Precipitation  was 
near  average  across  the  Region,  but  many 
locations  received  little  or  no  snow  in 
December  and  January.  Even  many  north- 
ernmost lakes  remained  ice-free  well  into 
the  season,  if  not  the  entire  winter,  and 
above-average  numbers  and  variety  of 
waterfowl  remained.  Other  themes  of  the 
season  were  the  dearth  of  montane  species 
in  lowland  areas  and  the  below-average 
numbers  of  wintering  Arctic  breeders.  Per- 
haps what  made  the  season  most  memo- 
rable were  the  many  unexpected  species 
that  lingered  into  December,  remained  for 
the  entire  season,  or  arrived  early  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

Abbreviations:  A.F.R.  (American  Falls 
Res.,  by  American  Falls,  ID);  Fatilong 
(area  encompassed  by  one  degree  latitude 
and  one  degree  longitude  used  in  mapping 
bird  distribution  in  both  Idaho  and  Mon- 
tana). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  Yellow-billed  Toon  in  Blaine , ID  since 
mid-Nov  was  last  reported  3 Dec  (GS). 
Rare  Pacific  boons  lingered  in  n.  Idaho, 
with  up  to  2 near  Lewiston  until  11  Jan 
(KC,  m.  ob.)  and  one  in  Kootenai  22  Dec 
(CM).  An  Eared  Grebe  near  Bigfork,  MT 
14  Dec  (DC)  was  a remarkable  find,  as 
were  3 in  Elmore,  ID  (MC).  Perhaps  even 
less  expected  was  a Clark’s  Grebe  in  Good- 
ing, ID  25  Jan  (DC1,  MCr,  CW).  A flock  of 
9 Double-crested  Cormorants  in  Kootenai, 
ID  and  3 in  Lake,  MT  held  over  all  season; 
they  are  increasingly  reported  in  the 
Region’s  n.  in  winter.  Without  doubt  the 
most  unexpected  fall  holdover  was  the 
White-faced  Ibis  in  Gooding,  ID  1-14  Dec 
(RLR,  DT)  that  represented  a first  winter 
record  for  the  Region.  A Turkey  Vulture  in 
Fremont,  ID  8-31  Jan  (DG)  and  2 in  Big- 
fork, MT  13  Feb  (BR)  represented  both 
states’  earliest  “spring”  records. 

Two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  near 
Kalispell  5 Dec  (BR)  were  interesting;  typi- 
cally they  are  less-than-annual  visitors  to 
nw.  Montana  in  spring.  A record-early  Blue- 
winged Teal  in  Canyon,  ID  9 Feb  (AC)  rep- 
resented a winter  first  for  Idaho,  and  5 oth- 
ers in  Poison,  MT  21  Feb  (JR)  were  about 
two  months  ahead  of  schedule.  Idaho’s  win- 
ter season  total  of  5 Cinnamon  Teal  made  a 
new  record,  as  did  the  excellent  tally  of  11 
Eurasian  Wigeons.  Eight  Long-tailed  Ducks 


i VP 


I u.Mann  L. 
Lewiston 


«r;*iSom“  WESTERN 

" ^ "W/nep/pe  V ;v 

NWR  * 

Missoula  4'  >nV  V 

Lee  Metcalf  NWR*  C'‘"k  'V  ^ # S spZZ°? 

Stevensville*Hami|ton  Helena^  Y '7 
3 ^ • 

D A H o i 

Salmon 


►McCall 
* Cascade  Res. 


Challis 


’Ft.  Boise  WMA 

■ Lucky  Peak 
Boise 

• ■ /-a.  i~—, 

i n 


R 


Deer  ’ 

Flat  NWR  •Mountain  Home 

v *_  Hagerman 
C J-  Strike  T.  f WMA 
Res.  <= 


m 

Island  Park  Res. 

Camas  NWR  m 
Market  Lake  NWRl 

American  v'ldaho  Falls 
Falls  Res^ 

jF  •Pocatello 

7 Minidoka  NWR 


was  about  double  the  usual  winter  total.  A 
lingering  White-winged  Scoter  near  Ennis, 
MT  14  Dec  (RI)  provided  a first  winter 
record  for  Latilong  38.  Ospreys  are  very 
rare  in  Idaho  after  Nov,  so  one  in  Boise  21 
Dec  (fide  DT)  was  newsworthy.  A Red- 
shouldered Hawk  that  overwintered  in 
Elmore  (RB)  and  one  in  Gooding  25  Jan 
(DC1,  MCr,  CW)  represented  Idaho’s  20th 
and  21st  records;  nearly  all  have  occurred 
since  1997.  The  total  of  6 Gyrfalcons 
reported  was  about  typical. 


David  Trochlell 

1931  Tallwood  Lane 
Boise,  Idaho  83706 
(dtrochlell@velocitus.net) 


CRANES  THROUGH  JAYS 

Both  states  reported  tardy  Sandhill  Cranes, 
with  2 in  Idaho  and  4 in  Montana.  Also 
lingering  in  Idaho  were  8 Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  Gem  21  Dec  (CS);  they  are 
casual  in  winter.  Another  winter  first  in 
Idaho  was  the  record-early  Long-billed 
Curlew  that  visited  Ada  2 Feb  (AW).  Least 
Sandpipers  persisted  in  excellent  numbers, 
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with  5 in  Emmett  6-11  Dec  (RM)  and  up 
to  19  in  Elmore  19  Dec — 17  Feb  (RB).  Five 
Dunlin  stayed  near  Lewiston,  ID  31  Dec — 
1 Feb  (KC),  where  they  are  rare  but 
expected  in  winter.  Two  well-documented 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  provided  a sur- 
prising first  winter  record  for  Idaho  in 
Elmore  28  Dec,  and  2 Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers also  there  represented  Idaho’s  2nd 
winter  record  (JD). 

Up  to  7 tardy  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  Good- 
ing, ID  7-14  Dec  (JS)  and  one  near  Bigfork, 
MT  14  Dec  (DC)  were  winter  firsts.  The 
season’s  tally  of  rare-but-expected  gulls 
included  7 Mew,  9 Thayer’s,  6 Glaucous- 
winged, and  5 Glaucous  Gulls,  all  excel- 
lent totals.  Even  more  unusual  was  Idaho's 
12th  Iceland  Gull  in  Elmore  3 Jan  (RLR, 
DT),  5th  Western  Gull  in  Lewiston  18 
Jan— 21  Feb  (KC,  KD,  tCV),  and  5th 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  Lewiston  15 
Dec  (KD,  DH).  Idaho’s  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  population  was  double  last  year’s 
record  count,  with  30  near  American  Falls 
throughout  the  season  (FB)  and  one  in 
Burley  17  Jan  (RL).  A Barred  Owl  that  win- 
tered in  Canyon  (JH)  provided  a rare  s. 
Idaho  record. 

For  the  5th  consecutive  year,  season- 
ally-rare  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  wintered  in 


Ravalli,  MT  (CP),  and  another  visited 
Salmon,  ID  6 Dec  (MK).  Even  less 
expected  was  the  Red-naped  Sapsucker  in 
Nez  Perce,  ID  4-11  Jan  (DH)  that  provided 
a first  winter  record  in  Latilong  4.  Blue 
Jays  made  their  best  showing  in  four  years, 
with  11  reported  in  Idaho  and  at  least  21 
noted  in  Montana.  In  addition,  single  Blue 
x Steller’s  Jay  hybrids  wintered  in  Coeur 
d'Alene,  ID  (NM)  and  Hamilton,  MT  (JO). 
Wayward  Western  Scrub-Jays  visited 
Idaho  in  Payette  4 Dec — 28  Feb  (BW)  and 
Boise  31  Dec  (MC),  where  they  are  casual. 


SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A record-early  Tree  Swallow  in  Owyhee,  ID 
(AW)  7 Feb  provided  a first  winter  record 
for  Latilong  23,  and  a Barn  Swallow  below 
A.FR.  dam  10  Feb  (MCr,  CW)  was  a state 
winter  first.  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  Owyhee  17 
Jan  (MC,  RLR,  DT)  and  Canyon  25-31  Jan 
(CS)  strayed  far  s.  of  their  usual  Idaho 
range.  An  exceptionally  early  Gray  Catbird 
near  Bozeman,  MT  16  Feb  (RW)  provided 
a surprising  and  rare  winter  record. 
Reports  of  Northern  Mockingbirds  are 
especially  unusual  in  winter,  so  singles  in 
Idaho’s  Grandview  18  Dec — 6 Jan  (SP)  and 
Payette  3 Feb  (MC)  were  good  finds. 

A typical  total  of  10  Orange-crowned 
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PHILIPPINES 

Luzon,  Mindanao,  Cebu, 
Palawan,  Bohol,  Negros 
30  January-1  March 


WEST  BURMA 

Mt.  Victoria,  Pagan 
5-28  March 


2003  BIRDING  TOURS 


MALAYSIA 

Malaya,  Borneo  (Mt.  Kinabalu) 
4-27  July 

NORTH  BURMA 
EXPEDITION 

SE  Himalayas 
1-30  November 


MALAYSIA 


BHUTAN 


Malaya, 
Borneo, 
Mt.  Kinabalu 
3-25  July 


2-25  April 


SOUTH 

SUMATRA 


NW  CHINA 

Xinjiang  Province 
21  May-13  June 


TIBET  TRAVERSE 


30  July-22  August 


12  June-13  July 


Warblers  came  from  sw.  Idaho.  Less 
expected  were  single  Yellow-rumped  War- 
blers in  Hamilton,  MT  25-30  Jan  (WT) 
and  Bonner,  ID  21  Feb  (RD).  A highlight  of 
the  season  was  the  Wilson’s  Warbler  that 
overwintered  in  Boise  (CL,  DT),  a 
Regional  first  record.  Rare  anywhere  in  the 
West  in  winter  and  unprecedented  in  the 
Region  was  an  Indigo  Bunting  in  Elmore, 
ID  3-25  Jan  (RLR,  DT).  A pair  of  Chipping 
Sparrows  showed  up  a month  early  in 
Gem,  ID  20  Feb  (MW)  and  provided  a rare 
winter  record.  Also  unprecedented  in  the 
Region  was  a Brewer’s  Sparrow  in  Cassia, 
ID  28  Jan  (MA)  that  likely  overwintered. 
At  least  16  Savannah  and  6 Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows were  present  throughout  Jan  in 
Elmore  and  Owyhee  (DT),  an  unprece- 
dented winter  count  for  Idaho.  Even  more 
unusual  was  the  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  near 
Condon  21  Dec  (RA),  since  few  Montana 
winter  records  exist.  Fox  Sparrows  are  sel- 
dom reported  after  fall,  so  2 near  Hamil- 
ton, MT  14  Dec  (JO)  and  one  that  win- 
tered in  Gem,  ID  (MW)  were  newsworthy. 
Swamp  Sparrows  are  not  annual,  so  this 
season’s  record  total  of  10  in  s.  Idaho  was 
considered  extraordinary.  Rare  Zonotrichia 
sparrows  showed  up  in  typical  numbers, 
with  a total  of  6 White-throated  and  27 
Harris’s  Sparrows  reported.  Rusty  Black- 
birds, rare  but  regular  in  both  states, 
included  one  in  Jefferson,  ID  5-12  Dec 
(DC1)  and  5 at  Melrose,  MT  22  Jan  (BF). 
Idaho’s  Great-tailed  Grackle  reports  were 
fewer  than  last  year,  with  2 below  the 
A.FR.  dam  15  Dec  (CT)  and  one  that  win- 
tered in  Owyhee  (SP).  Two  Common 
Grackles  were  noted  in  sw.  Idaho,  where 
they  are  rare  in  any  season.  A rare  Purple 
Finch  was  an  excellent  find  near  Kalispell, 
MT  29  Dec  (BM). 


Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Idaho:  Miriam  Austin,  Frank 
Bagueley,  Ryan  Brady,  Keith  Carlson, 
Darren  Clark  (DC1),  Marty  Collar  (MCr), 
Mark  Collie,  Rich  Del  Carlo,  Andy  Crab- 
tree, John  Doremus,  Kas  Dumroese, 
Doug  Gibson,  Jim  Holcomb,  Dave 
Holick,  Marlene  Keene,  Candace 
Lowther,  Ron  Lynch,  Russ  Manwaring, 
Cindy  McCormack,  Nancy  Mertz,  Stacy 
Peterson,  Hadley  Roberts,  R.L.  Rowland, 
Jan  Simpkin,  Gary  Stitzinger,  Shirley 
Sturts,  Colleen  Sweeney,  Dave  Trochlell, 
Chuck  Trost,  Carole  Vande  Voorde,  Cliff 
Weisse,  Michael  Wiegand,  Barbara  Wil- 
son, A1  Winter.  Montana:  Rod  Ash,  Dan 
Casey,  Bill  Flack,  Radd  Icenoggle,  Jeff 
Marks,  Brent  Mitchell,  John  Oriniston, 
John  Parker,  Colleen  Powell,  Jim  Rogers, 
Bob  Rost,  Don  Skaar,  Wayne  Tree,  Robin 
Wolcott.  <© 
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February  finally  brought  some  relief 
to  the  Mountain  West  region,  with 
abnormally  moist  to  extremely 
moist  conditions  in  the  western  two- 
thirds  of  Colorado  and  similar  condi- 
tions in  portions  of  eastern  Wyoming. 
Yet  this  moisture  was  not  enough  to  off- 
set dry  conditions  in  December  and  Jan- 
uary, and  the  Region  still  received  below- 
normal  precipitation  for  the  season  as  a 
whole.  Temperatures  were  above  average 
in  the  Region,  and  the  lack  of  strong  cold 
fronts  in  December  and  January  helped 
produce  one  of  the  best  early  winters  for 
many  lingerers  such  as  Hermit  Thrush, 
Gray  Catbird,  and  Brown  Thrasher. 

Despite  mild  conditions,  many 
observers  commented  that  this  season 
was  one  of  the  worst  ever  for  numbers 
of  individuals,  and  many  speculated 
that  the  drought  conditions  pushed 
birds  out  of  the  Region.  Unfortunately, 
few  observers  keep  detailed  notes  on 
the  number  of  birds  seen  so,  we  are  left 
with  a feeling  that  birds  were  “present 
in  low  numbers”  but  have  few  data  to 
support  these  impressions.  We  encour- 
age observers  to  keep  detailed  notes 
that  include  numbers  of  individuals, 
location,  time  spent  in  the  field,  and 
other  relevant  variables  that  influence 
the  number  of  birds  seen.  Cornell’s 
eBird  software  (www.ebird.org)  provides 
a convenient  way  to  store  your  records 
in  a way  in  which  they  are  usable  to 
others  (including  these  Regional  edi- 
tors). Interested  readers  are  encouraged 
to  peruse  the  results  and  summary  for 
the  Christmas  Bird  Counts  for  Col- 
orado and  Wyoming  for  some  details 
on  numbers  of  individuals  on  the  103rd 
Christmas  Bird  Count.  All  sightings 
below  are  from  Colorado  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

After  a strong  showing  last  fall,  loons 
were  relatively  scarce  this  winter.  A Red- 
throated  Loon  at  Pueblo  Res.  3 Dec 
(BKP)  and  a Pacific  Loon  there  7 Dec 
(BKP,  AS,  NP)  were  the  only  non-Com- 
mons  reported  in  the  Region.  Single  Red- 
necked Grebes  were  found  at  Pueblo 
Res.  3-14  Dec  (BKP,  m.  ob.)  and  Valmont 
Res.,  Boulder  21  Dec  (SS),  and  another 
wintered  in  Mesa  ( fide  RL).  A Western 
Grebe  lingered  at  Glendo  Res.,  Platte, 
WY  13  Dec  (SJD).  An  impressive  15 
American  White  Pelicans  and  14  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants  were  reported  in 
Colorado  this  season.  A Great  Egret  win- 
tered in  Mesa  ( fide  RL),  the  only  location 
in  the  Region  at  which  individuals  occa- 
sionally attempt  to  overwinter. 

A single  Black  Brant  was  seen  in 
Greeley,  Weld,  1-2  Jan  (JH,  RH);  one  is 


usually  found  wintering  somewhere 
each  year  in  ne.  Colorado.  Three  Trum- 
peter Swans  and  5 Tundra  Swans  were 
reported  in  Colorado  this  season.  The 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  found  in  the  fall 
wintered  at  Pueblo  City  Park.  Other 
Eurasian  Wigeon  included  single  males 
in  Larimer  19  Jan  (NK)  and  Otero  22  Jan 
(SO).  The  earliest  Cinnamon  Teal  was 
at  Mesa  22  Jan  ( fide  RL).  This  was  a 
superb  season  for  scoters:  3 Surf  Scot- 
ers, 4-5  White-winged  Scoters,  and  an 
amazing  7 Black  Scoters,  including  a 
group  of  4 at  Cherry  Creek  Res.  13  Dec 
(GW).  Eleven  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
in  Colorado,  which  included  up  to  2 in 
Mesa  1-2  Jan  (RL,  MH),  and  singles 
were  at  Glendo  Res.  13  Dec  (SJD)  and 
Grey  Reef  Res.,  Natrona  2 Jan  (JSt,  fide 
CEM),  both  in  Wyoming.  A wintering 
Northern  Harrier  in  Teton,  WY  (BSm, 
SP)  was  unusual.  A juv.  gray-morph 
Gyrfalcon  was  observed  in  Fremont, 
WY,  13  Jan  (BO). 
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835  Harmony  Drive 

Pueblo  West,  Colorado  81007 
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f*  A Several  species  considered  to  be  primarily  sedentary  staged  the  most  impressive  movements  ever  recorded 
aJ  1 ■;  into  the  Region.  A male  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  at  Rawhide  Wildlife  Area,  Goshen,  WY 13  Dec  (SJD), 
and  up  to  16  were  reported  from  11  locations  in  e.  Colorado  including  Boulder  and  Pueblo.  A corolinensls  White- 
breasted Nuthatch  [=  S.  c.  cookeil  was  at  Rawhide  Wildlife  Area,  Goshen,  WY  13  Dec  (SJD),  and  others  were  found  away 
from  their  breeding  grounds  in  ne.  Colorado  in  Boulder,  Bent,  and  Prowers.  Observers  are  encouraged  to  devote  more 
attention  to  the  status  and  distribution  of  this  subspecies  in  the  Region,  particularly  during  the  nonbreeding  season. 
Northern  Cardinals  were  also  recorded  in  above-average  numbers,  with  at  least  8 birds  at  seven  locations  in  Colorado 
east  of  the  Front  Range. 


RAILS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Forty  Virginia  Rails  and  4 Soras  heard  in 
marshes  at  John  Martin  Res.,  Bent  20  Dec 


(BKP,  TL,  CLW)  may  represent  high 
counts  for  the  winter  season  for  each 
species.  Single  Soras  were  also  found  at 
Pueblo  14  Dec  (DSi)  and  Bonny  Res., 
Yuma  22  Dec  (BSc,  JSr).  While  Virginia 
Rails  winter  regularly  in  the  Colorado, 
Soras  are  generally  quite  rare  at  that  sea- 
son. For  the  3rd  consecutive  winter, 
Sandhill  Cranes  (100-125)  wintered  in 
Delta  ( fide  RL),  and  120  were  ne.  of  Sil- 
verton,  San  Juan  28  Dec  (JBy) — odd  for  a 
high-mountain  locale.  A Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  was  in  Pueblo  1 Dec  (LL),  and 
an  impressive  7 were  in  Bent  20  Dec 
(HEK).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  with  a 
Dunlin  at  L.  Cheraw  19  Dec  furnished 
the  2nd  winter  record  for  Colorado  (TL, 
CLW).  Other  Dunlin  reports  were  of  2 in 


Weld  1 Dec  (RO)  and  one  in  Larimer  19 
Dec  (NK). 

A first-winter  Mew  Gull  was  seen  in 
Pueblo  11  Dec — 11  Jan  (BKP, 
m.  ob.),  and  an  ad.  was  at 
Baseline  Res.,  Boulder  6 Jan 
(TF).  A California  Gull  was 
reported  in  Teton,  WY  31  Dec 
(BJ),  where  this  species  is  very 
rare  in  winter.  Expected  in 
Colorado  during  winter,  both 
Thayer’s  and  Lesser  Black- 
hacked  Gulls  were  widely 
reported  from  e.  Colorado:  5 
Lesser  Black-backeds  at  John 
Martin  Res.  20  Dec  (CLW,  RO, 
LS,  TL)  provided  the  high 
count  for  the  winter  season. 
Single  ad.  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  reported  at  Pueblo 
Res.  6 Dec — 30  Jan  (MA,  m. 
oh  );  at  John  Martin  Res.  20 
Dec  (CLW  et  al.);  and  at  Upper 
Queens  Res.,  Kiowa  21  Dec 
(LS,  CLW,  TL).  An  ad.  Glau- 
cous Gull  was  at  Cheyenne, 
WY  22  Jan  (MI,  DF),  and  4 
Glaucous  reports  came  from 
Colorado,  with  an  ad.  at  L. 
Cheraw  19  Dec  (TL,  CLW,  m. 
ob.)  being  the  southernmost 
this  winter.  Single  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  were  at 
Pueblo  Res.  3 Dec  (BKP)  and 
at  Union  Res.,  Weld  5 Dec  (CLW,  BSc). 


DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Twenty  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at 
Ft.  Laramie,  Goshen,  WY  all  winter 
(B&DW,  MI),  2 wintered  at  Buffalo, 
Johnson,  WY  (BSo,  fide  CEM),  and  the 
species  was  seen  widely  through  much 
of  Colorado.  White-winged  Doves  con- 
tinue their  surge  into  Colorado,  with 
individuals  in  Pueblo  7 Dec  (RM),  Long- 
mont, Boulder  25  Jan  (BSc,  MBo,  RTr), 
and  Pueblo  8 Feb  (LL).  Up  to  3 Inca 
Doves  continued  their  stay  in  Rocky 
Ford,  Otero  24  Dec — 19  Jan  (SO),  and  up 
to  5 were  in  Lamar,  Prowers  all  season 
(JT,  m.  ob.).  A Snowy  Owl  was  just  n.  of 
Cheyenne,  WY  21  Jan  (MI).  Burrowing 
Owl  rarely  winters  successfully  in  the 
Region;  one  in  e.  Broomfield  (PW,  fide 
TL)  was  particularly  surprising.  Two 
Boreal  Owls  were  reported  in  Teton,  WY 
11  (SW)  & 13  Jan  (SP),  the  latter  a road- 
killed  individual.  Single  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  were  seen  or  heard  in  Otero 
19  Dec  (GR,  SO,  m.  ob.),  Bent  20  Dec 
(BKP,  TL,  CLW),  and  Yuma  22  Dec  (LS). 

An  unexpected  Common  Poorwill, 
perhaps  attempting  to  overwinter,  was 
near  Canon  City,  Fremont  15  Dec  (MP, 
BKP);  the  bird  provides  only  the  2nd 
documented  winter  record  for  Colorado. 
The  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  found 
in  the  fall  stayed  at  Clifton,  Mesa  to  22 
Dec  (BMy).  Three  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  were  reported  from  se.  Colorado 
this  season.  A Blue  Jay  was  seen  in  Teton, 
WY  in  Jan  (DM).  Four  Steller’s  Jays  were 
e.  of  usual  in  the  Rocky  Ford  area  19 
Dec — 18  Feb  (SO,  m.  ob.).  Late  Tree 
Swallows  were  found  in  Pueblo  on  9 Dec 
(MA)  and  on  the  Weldona-Ft.  Morgan 
C.B.C.  14  Dec.  At  least  6 Winter  Wrens 
were  found  in  e.  Colorado  this  season, 
and  2 Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  in 
Pueblo  14  Dec  (CLW,  PS-S,  CS). 

Eastern  Bluebirds  were  found  at  eight 
locations  in  e.  Colorado,  and  5 Hermit 
Thrushes  were  reported  in  Colorado  this 
season.  A Varied  Thrush  was  at  Alcova, 


These  four  Black  Scoters — a large  flock  for  Colorado! — were  at  Cherry  Creek  Reservoir,  Arapahoe  County 

1 3 December  2002.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


This  White-winged  Dove  was  found  along  St.  Vrain  Creek  in  Longmont, 
Boulder  County,  Colorado  25  January  2003.  This  species  has  been  found 
in  Colorado  only  in  the  last  two  winters,  though  this  is  the  northernmost 
winter  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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This  Le  Conte's  Sparrow  was  one  of  at  least  eight  that  wintered  in  the  marshes 
east  of  Fort  Lyon,  Bent  County,  Colorado  20  December  2002  (here)  through  at 
least  27  February  2003.  Photograph  by  Bill  Maynard. 


Natrona , WY  1 Jan  (BR,/ide  CEM),  with 
4 reported  in  Colorado:  a female  in 
Pueblo  City  Park  27  Dec — 15  Mar  (DC, 
KT,  m.  ob.);  a female  in  Fort  Collins  1 
Jan+  (CB);  one  in  Beulah,  Pueblo  5-10 
Jan  ( fide  VAT);  and  a male  near  Rush,  El 
Paso/Elbert  1-22  Jan  ( fide  LL).  Six  Gray 
Catbirds  were  reported  in  Colorado  this 
season,  including  one  near  Eagle,  at 
2235  m elevation  23  Jan — 1 Feb  (JMe). 
A Northern  Mockingbird  was  at  Bates 
Hole,  Natrona , WY  1 Jan  (J&GL,  fide 
CEM),  and  at  least  6 other  Northern 
Mockingbirds  and  7 Brown  Thrashers 
were  found  this  winter  in  e.  Colorado. 
The  only  Bohemian  Waxwings  reported 
were  singles  in  Ft.  Collins  1-3  Dec  (RH, 
JMa)  and  Pueblo  5 Dec  (BKP). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rare  in  winter,  an  Orange-crowned  War- 
bler was  along  the  South  Platte  R., 
Adams  1 Jan  (GR).  Two  Western  Palm 
Warblers  were  along  St.  Vrain  Cr.  in 
Longmont,  Boulder  14-18  Dec  (B&IP,  m. 
ob.),  and  one  was  in  that  area  28  Feb 
(BK);  most  previous  winter  Palm  War- 
bler records  in  Colorado  are,  interest- 
ingly, referable  to  the  e.  subspecies 


hypochrysea , Yellow  Palm 
Warbler.  Late  Wilson’s 
Warblers  included  a male 
in  Ft.  Collins,  Larimer  22 
Nov — 4 Dec  (JMa,  DAL) 
and  one  below  John  Mar- 
tin Res.  dam,  Bent  27 
Nov — 22  Dec  (DN,  m. 
ob.). 

Rare  in  winter,  a 
Green-tailed  Towhee  was 
in  Pueblo  14  Dec  (MY). 
Perhaps  the  most  unusual 
bird  of  the  season  in  Col- 
orado was  a female  East- 
ern Towhee  in  Bent  7 
Dec — 28  Feb+  (DN,  m. 
ob  );  there  are  fewer  than 
10  accepted  records  of 
this  species  in  Colorado, 
mostly  of  fall  migrants 
and  wintering  birds.  Two 
Rufous-crowned  Spar- 
rows, one  recently  road- 
killed,  were  found  in 
Pueblo  14  Dec  (SLH, 
CLW).  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  found  in  Otero 
19  Dec  (TL,  CLW)  pro- 
vided only  the  3rd  winter 
report  from  Colorado.  A 
brightly-colored  Field 
Sparrow  in  Boulder  6-10 
Dec  (RTr,  nr.  ob.) 
appeared  to  be 
of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies  pusilla ; we 
are  unaware  of  any  specimens 
or  previous  photographs  of 
this  subspecies  in  Colorado. 

A Savannah  Sparrow  was  at  L. 

Cheraw,  Otero  19  Dec  (BKP, 

MP,  MA).  Up  to  8 Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  wintered  at  Ft. 

Lyon,  Bent  this  season  (BKP, 

MP,  BMa,  m.  ob.).  Westerly 
Zonotrichia  sparrows  in- 
cluded single  White-throated 
Sparrows  at  Loveland  Ski 
Basin,  Clear  Creek  30  Dec 
(BSc,  m.  ob.),  Grand  Jet., 

Mesa  3 Jan  (GG,  MH), 
Kremmling,  Grand  18  Jan 
(DB,  m.  ob.)  & 9 Feb  (FL),  as 
well  as  single  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows at  Kremmling  9 Feb 
(FL)  and  in  Teton , WY  6 Dec 
(JL).  A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  in  Mesa  2 Jan  (GG, 

MH)  was  the  only  one 
reported  this  season.  A Snow 
Bunting  was  at  Bonny  Res., 

Yuma  22  Dec  (LS,  TL),  and  a 
male  was  enjoyed  by  many 
observers  well  to  the  south  at 


Pueblo  Res.  29  Jan — 15  Feb  (RM,  m. 
ob.).  A female-plumaged  Purple  Finch 
was  at  Boulder  9 Dec  (BSc,  CLW). 

Observers:  Mymrn  Ackley,  Jim  Beatty 
(JBy),  Chuck  Bell,  Maggie  Boswell 
(MBo),  David  Bradford,  David  Chartier, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Doug  Faulkner, 
Ted  Floyd,  Glenn  Giroir,  Stephanie  L. 
Hanson,  Mike  Henwood,  Joe  Himmel, 
Rachel  Hopper,  Marshall  Iliff,  Bill 
Kaempfer,  Hugh  E.  Kingery,  Nick  Komar, 
Brian  Jones,  Jim  & Gloria  Lawrence 
(J&GL),  David  A.  Leatherman,  Tony 
Leukering,  Rich  Levad,  Lin  Lilly,  Forrest 
Luke,  Joan  Lucas,  Joe  Mammoser  (JMa), 
Bill  Maynard  (BMa),  Jack  Merchant 
(JMe),  Christian  E.  Michelson,  Rich 
Miller,  Dan  Muscatel,  Bob  Myers,  Duane 
Nelson,  Bob  Oakleaf,  Ric  Olson,  Stan 
Oswald,  Susan  Patla,  Brandon  K.  Perci- 
val,  Mark  Peterson,  Nathan  Pieplow,  Bill 
& Inez  Prather  (B&IP),  Betty  Rickman, 
Gene  Rutherford,  Pearle  Sandstrom- 
Smith,  Bill  Schmoker  (BSc),  Jim 
Schmoker  (JSr),  Joe  Scott  (JSt),  Larry 
Semo,  Scott  Severs,  David  Silverman 
(DSi),  Bruce  Smith  (BSnr),  Clif  Smith, 
Bob  South  (BSo),  Andrew  Spencer,  Kip 
Tarpley,  Janeal  Thompson,  Richard 
Trinkner  (RTr),  Van  A.  Truan,  Glenn 
Walbek,  Bruce  & Donna  Walgren 
(B&DW),  Pam  Wanek,  Sue  Wolff, 
Christopher  L.  Wood,  Mark  Yaeger.  © 


This  basic-plumaged  male  Snow  Bunting  was  far  south  at  Pueblo 
Reservoir,  Pueblo  County,  Colorado  29  January  through  1 5 February 
(here  1 February)  2003 — not  far  from  New  Mexico! 

Photograph  by  Van  Truan. 
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Rick  Fridell 

3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  Utah  84737 
(rfridell@redrock.net) 

Steve  Summers 

2146  North  Chandler  Drive 
Cedar  City,  Utah  84720 
(summers@cedarcity.net) 

The  winter  season  brought  some  relief 
to  the  extended  drought  in  the  Great 
Basin,  with  some  areas,  particularly 
in  the  northern  half  of  the  Region,  receiv- 
ing almost  normal  levels  of  snowfall. 
Through  most  of  southern  Nevada  and 
Utah,  however,  water  levels  in  lakes,  reser- 
voirs, and  streams  remain  well  below  nor- 
mal. The  winter  season  saw  a continuation 
of  many  vagrant  waterbird  species  that 
were  observed  in  high  numbers  during  the 
fall  season  (Pacific  Loon,  Red-necked 
Grebe,  Surf  and  White-winged  Scoters), 
but  lower-than-normal  numbers  of  regu- 
larly wintering  northern  species  were 
reported  (e.  g.,  Rough-legged  Hawk, 
Northern  Shrike).  On  the  other  hand, 
many  species  observed  in  high  numbers 
last  winter  went  entirely  unreported  this 
year  (e.  g.,  Bohemian  Waxwing,  Common 
Redpoll).  The  most  unexpected  sightings 
of  the  season  may  have  been  a Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  in  Zion  National  Park 


and  a Palm  Warbler  at  Carson  Lake, 
Nevada. 

Abbreviations:  A.l.C.  (Antelope  Island 
Causeway,  Davis  UT);  Bear  River  (Bear 
River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  E.C.R.  (East  Canyon  Res.,  Morgan , 
UT);  Farmington  Bay  (Farmington  Bay 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  Davis,  UT); 
H.B.V.P.  (Henderson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve, 
Clark  NV);  Hurricane  S.R  (Hurricane/SR-9 
Sewage  Ponds,  Washington,  UT);  Lake 
Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV); 
Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington 
UT);  P.L.  (Pyramid  L„  Washoe  NV);  Q.C.R. 
(Quail  Creek  Res.,  Washington,  UT);  Red 
Cliffs  (Red  Cliffs  Recreation  Area,  Washing- 
ton, UT);  Red  Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St. 
George,  Washington,  UT);  Saltair  (Saltair, 
Great  Salt  L.,  Salt  Lake,  UT);  Stillwater 
(Stillwater  N.W.R.,  Churchill  NV);  Zion 
(Zion  National  Park,  Washington  , UT). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A juv.  Red-throated  Loon  was  observed  at 
Lake  Mead  8 Dec  (RSa).  Pacific  Loons  were 
reported  from  both  Nevada  and  Utah,  with 
imm.  birds  seen  on  P.L.  7 Dec  (MMe,  GS) 
and  at  E.C.R.  1-7  Dec  (J&rKB,  CoN  et  al.). 
A Yellow-billed  Loon  again  spent  the  win- 
ter on  P.L.  It  was  found  on  1 Jan  during  the 
C.B.C.  (DSe)  and  lingered  at  least  until  19 
Feb  (RSt,  DGh,  tMMe  et  al.).  Horned 
Grebes,  rare  but  regular  winter  visitors, 
were  reported  from  Q.C.R.  2 Dec-1  Feb 
(WHu  et  al.),  from  PL.  8-18  Jan  (JWa,  DSe, 
NB  et  al.),  and  from  Lake  Mead  19  Jan 
(JCo).  A Red-necked  Grebe  first  reported 
during  the  fall  lingered  at  Q.C.R.  through 


18  Dec  (tRF).  An  early  group  of  16  White- 
faced Ibis  turned  up  at  Stillwater  19  Feb 
(WHe). 

A remarkable  count  of  11,825  Tundra 
Swans  was  recorded  at  Bear  River  1 2 Dec 
(BO),  and  9 Trumpeter  Swans  were  at  Bear 
River  4 Dec  (TA).  One  or  2 Trumpeter 
Swans  were  also  seen  at  Ruby  Lake  N.W.R., 
Elko,  NV  12  Dec-30  Jan  (JWa).  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  were  reported  from 
three  Nevada  counties  (Churchill,  Clark, 
Washoe)  and  two  Utah  counties  (Utah, 
Washington ),  with  a high  count  of  14  at  Fal- 
lon, Churchill,  NV  20  Dec  (DSe,  CT).  Low 
numbers  of  Ross’s  Geese  (one  to  5)  also 
were  found  in  Churchill,  Clark,  and 
Washoe,  NV,  and  Washington,  UT.  Wood 
Ducks  were  found  throughout  the  season 
in  Churchill,  Elko,  and  Washoe,  NV,  and  in 
Sait  Lake,  Utah,  and  Washington,  UT.  A 
Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal 
discovered  at  Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe,  NV 
8-21  Feb  (FP  et  al.,  tMMe)  was  perhaps 
the  first  documented  in  Nevada.  Large 
numbers  of  Northern  Pintails  wintered  at 
Bear  River,  with  counts  of  13,077  on  31  Jan 
and  18,482  on  28  Feb  (BO).  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  winter,  a drake  Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  found  at  Lakeridge  Golf 
Course  in  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  This  well- 
documented  bird  was  first  reported  20  Jan 
and  lingered  through  at  least  2 Feb  (DSe  et 
al.,  ph.  ChN).  Greater  Scaup  turned  up  at  a 
few  spots  throughout  the  Region,  with 
high  counts  of  25  at  PL.  17  Jan  (JWa)  and 
15  at  Stratton  Pond,  Washington,  UT  11 
Dec  (LT  et  al.).  Female  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  found  at  three  locations  in  Utah: 
E.C.R.  1 Dec-18  Feb  (J&KB,  BHu  et  al  ), 
Saltair  26  Dec-1  Jan  (CoN,  BR),  and  A.l.C. 
2 Jan-23  Feb  (BrS  et  al).  No  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  reported  from  Nevada.  Follow- 
ing a large  fall  invasion  into  the  Great 
Basin,  several  scoters  lingered  into  the  win- 
ter season.  As  many  as  4 Surf  Scoters  were 
observed  at  P.L.  7 Dec-26  Feb  (MMe,  GS, 
NB,  JWa).  Two  White-winged  Scoters  were 
observed  in  Nevada,  including  an  ad.  male 
on  a farm  pond  near  Fallon,  Churchill,  NV 
11  Dec  (NB,  JT)  and  another  in  the  same 
area  on  27  Feb  (WHe).  White-winged 
Scoters  were  observed  at  two  Utah  loca- 
tions. One  or  2 remained  on  E.C.R.  1 
Dec-22  Mar  (J&r  KB  et  al),  and  one  or  2 
females  wintered  on  the  newly-created 
Sand  Hollow  Res.,  Washington,  UT  2 Dec+. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Bald  Eagles  regularly  winter  in  the  Great 
Basin  but  are  typically  spread  throughout 
the  Region;  thus,  a concentration  of  174 
Bald  Eagles  at  Farmington  Bay  6 Feb  (BrS, 
DSh)  was  notable.  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
were  reported  from  their  usual  locations  in 
Clark,  Churchill,  Douglas,  and  Washoe  NV, 
but  none  were  reported  from  Utah.  The 


Harlans  form  of  Red-tailed  Hawk  is  rarely 
observed  in  the  Great  Basin,  so  individuals 
reported  from  Kaysville,  Davis,  UT  3 Feb 
(J&rKB)  and  from  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  25 
Dec  (ZS,  MMe)  were  noteworthy.  A white- 
morph  Gyrfalcon  was  reported  without 
details  from  Bicknell  Bottoms,  Wayne,  UT 
28  Jan  (NH,  fide  BF).  The  raptor  event  of 
the  season  was  certainly  the  high  concen- 
tration of  birds  observed  throughout  the 
winter  at  the  University  of  Nevada,  Reno 
agriculture  farms,  Washoe,  NV.  Abundant 
prey  attracted  both  high  numbers  of  indi- 
viduals and  a great  diversity  of  raptor 
species.  Observers  reported  as  many  as  100 
raptors  utilizing  the  area  at  the  same  time. 
Species  observed  included  Northern  Har- 
rier, Cooper’s,  Red-shouldered,  Rough- 
legged, Ferruginous,  and  Red-tailed 
Hawks,  American  Kestrel,  and  Prairie  Fal- 
con. Night  brought  out  a variety  of  owls, 
including  Barn,  Great  Horned,  Long-eared, 
and  Short-eared  Owls. 

Common  Moorhens  were  observed  on 
two  occasions  in  n.  Nevada,  at  Walker  L., 
Mineral  9 Jan  (JE)  and  Carson  L.,  Churchill 
4 Feb  (DT).  The  only  Common  Moorhen 
reported  from  Utah  was  seen  throughout 
the  season  at  Red  Hills  (LT  et  al.).  A Wil- 
sons Phalarope  was  observed  out  of  season 
9 Jan  at  A.l.C.  (J&KB).  Herring  Gulls  are 
seldom  observed  in  the  s.  portion  of 
the  region,  so  an  imm.  at  Q.C.R.  5 
Jan  (SS,RF)  was  noteworthy. 
Thayers  Gulls  were  reported  from 
EL.  3 (NB,  JT)  & 26  Jan  (DT). 
Thayers  Gulls  were  also  observed  at 
three  Utah  locations  (Davis,  Salt 
Lake,  Utah),  with  a high  of  7 
reported  at  the  Bountiful  Landfill, 

Utah,  UT  8 Jan  (C&rLW).  One  or  2 
Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were 
reported  from  PL.  through  out  the 
season  (DT,  RTr,  JWa  et  al.).  Glau- 
cous-winged Gulls  were  also  at 
Walker  L.,  Mineral,  NV  30  Dec 
(DSe,  MMe),  Bountiful  Landfill, 

Utah,  UT  23  Dec  (p.  a.,  MJ,  DAI), 

Saltair  29  Dec  (p.a.,  CN),  Utah  L., 

Utah,  UT  2 Feb  (p.a.,  MMo),  and 
Farmington  Bay  9-27  Feb  (DG  et 
al.).  Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported 
from  two  Nevada  locations — PL.  3 
Jan  (NB,  JT)  and  Lake  Mead  14  Feb 
(RS) — and  from  three  Utah  loca- 
tions: Saltair  29  Dec  (CN,  TS  et  al.),  Boun- 
tiful Landfill  18  Jan  (EH,  KCh),  and  Farm- 
ington Bay  2-27  Feb  (J&KB  et  al.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  their 
invasion  into  the  Great  Basin  this  season. 
Between  2 and  7 were  observed  in  Logan- 
dale,  Clark,  NV  13-27  Feb  (SS,  JC1,  RSc  et 


al).  Up  to  10  were  regularly  observed  in 
Washington  City,  Washington,  UT  and  at 
Springville,  Utah,  UT.  Collared-doves 
turned  up  at  a variety  of  new  Utah  loca- 
tions as  well,  including  one  found  on  the 
Dinosaur-Jensen  C.B.C.,  Uintah  4 Jan  (fide 
KPa),  6 on  the  Cedar  City  C.B.C.,  Iron  20 
Dec,  which  were  seen  again  12  Jan  (SH,  SS 
et  al.),  and  2 at  Minersville,  Beaver  27  Feb 
(SS).  White-winged  Doves  rarely  winter  in 
the  Region,  so  a flock  of  6 observed 
throughout  the  season  in  Washington  City, 
Washington,  UT  was  very  unusual.  A 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was  reported  from 
Stillwater  26  Dec  (WH).  Reports  of  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  are  becoming  increasingly 
common  in  the  Great  Basin,  especially  dur- 
ing the  winter  season.  Several  were 
reported  from  the  s.  portion  of  the  Region 
(Clark,  NV,  and  Washington , UT),  with  a 
high  of  4 at  Leeds  21  Jan  (CS).  A few  win- 
tering Costa’s  Hummingbirds  were  also 
reported  from  Clark,  NV  (RS,  JCo).  A few 
scattered  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  were 
reported  wintering  in  the  Region  (Clark, 
NV  and  Utah,  Iron,  and  Washington,  UT). 
An  Acorn  Woodpecker,  originally  found  on 
15  Oct  (DSh),  remained  along  Hwy  12  n.  of 
Boulder,  Garfield,  UT  through  the  winter 
(KCh,  RTu  et  al.).  A Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  spent  much  of  the  winter  at  Lytle  18 


Jan-1  Mar  (p.a.,  LT  et  al.,  ph.  RE,  ph.  SS).  If 
accepted,  this  will  be  the  first  documented 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  in  Utah.  A proba- 
ble Red-naped  x Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
hybrid  was  observed  in  Zion  5 Dec  (CS, 
WHu  et  al).  A Red-breasted  Sapsucker  was 
reported  from  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  4 Jan 
(JWa  et  al.).  Northern  (Yellow-shafted) 
Flickers  were  reported  from  two  Utah  loca- 


tions: Orem,  Utah  25  Jan  (AT)  and  Spring- 
dale,  Washington  (LT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Vermilion  Flycatchers  are  rare  but  regular 
in  the  s.  portion  of  the  Region.  This  winter, 
they  were  reported  from  two  Nevada  loca- 
tions: 2 males  were  observed  in  Pahranagut 
Valley,  Lincoln  12  Jan  (JHi),  and  a pair  was 
found  in  Logandale,  Clark  17  Feb  (RSc, 
JC1).  An  early  Cassin’s  Kingbird  turned  up 
at  the  H.B.VP  28  Feb  (TF).  Many  observers 
noted  fewer-than-normal  Northern  Shrikes 
in  the  Region,  but  there  was  a scattering  of 
reports  from  Washoe,  NV  and  from  Box 
Elder,  Davis,  Emety,  Uintah,  Utah,  and 
Washington,  UT).  Unusual  swallow  sight- 
ings included  a Violet-green  at  Farmington 
Bay  6 Dec  (JFIo),  a pair  of  Northern  Rough- 
wingeds  at  Hurricane  S.P  2 Feb  (CS),  and  a 
Barn  at  Lake  Mead  3 Jan  (RS).  A well-doc- 
umented Eastern  Bluebird  was  found  on 
the  Fogan  C.B.C.,  Cache,  UT  14  Dec  (tRR). 

This  is  Utah’s  4th  Eastern  Bluebird  record. 

Two  Varied  Thrushes  were  reported  from 
Utah,  one  on  the  Zion  C.B.C  28  Dec  (fide 
BoS),  the  other  at  Salem  Pond,  Utah  2-9 
Feb  (JHe  et  al.,  ph.  MMd).  Winter  Wrens 
were  reported  from  typical  wintering  areas 
including  Churchill  and  Washoe,  NV,  and 
Tooele,  Utah,  and  Washington,  UT. 

WARBLERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

One  of  the  major  surprises  dur- 
ing the  winter  season  was  the 
first-year  female  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  found  on  the 
Zion  C.B.C.  (p.  a.,  TJS).  It  was 
found  28  Dec  near  the  Grotto 
Picnic  area  in  Zion  but  unfortu- 

| 

nately  could  not  be  relocated 
despite  subsequent  searches. 
Another  big  surprise  was  a Palm 
Warbler  located  9 Jan  at  Carson 
Lake,  Churchill,  NV  (JE).  Fortu- 
nately, this  bird  stuck  around 
and  was  seen  by  many  observers 
9 Jan-9  Mar  (ph.  MMe,  DSe  et 
al.).  American  Tree  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  a few  loca- 
tions in  the  n.  portion  of  the 
Region  (Elko,  NV,  and  Davis, 
Juab,  and  Utah,  UT),  with  a high 
count  of  10  at  Farmington  Bay 
26  Jan  (TJ).  It  was  a very  good  winter  for 
Swamp  Sparrows  in  the  Region.  The  first 
report  was  of  2 observed  at  the  Timpano- 
gos  Treatment  Facility,  Utah,  UT  6 Dec  (EH 
et  al.).  These  sparrows  were  observed  off 
and  on  through  25  Jan.  Wintering  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  also  observed  at  Camelot 
Woods,  Utah,  UT  3-25  Jan  (BrS  et  al.), 
Q.C.R.  5 Jan-11  Feb  (SS,  RF  et  al.),  and 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  in  the  Great  Basin  was  a wintering 
Palm  Warbler  located  on  9 January  2003  at  Carson  Lake,  Churchill 
County,  Nevada.  It  was  enjoyed  by  many  observers  through  at  least 
9 March.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 
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( JON  DUNN  TO  VISIT 

SACRAMENTO  AUDUBON 
ONCE  AGAIN 

Jon  Dunn  will  conduct  a birding  seminar  at  American  River 
College,  Sacramento  on  Saturday  November  1,  2003.  Jon 
will  review  identification  of  three  difficult  groups  of  birds: 
terns,  flycatchers , and  warblers.  Any  time  remaining  will  be 
devoted  to  a general  question  and  answer  session.  The 
seminar  will  be  held  in  room  420  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
The  best  access  is  from  parking  lot  C on  Myrtle  Ave. 

Jon  is  currently  a member  of  the  ABA’s  Board  of  Direc- 
\ tors  and  is  one  of  the  consultants  for  Birding  magazine.  He 
is  a member  of  the  ABA 's  Checklist  Committee,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  AOU's  Checklist  Committee,  and  he  served 
on  the  California  Bird  Records  Committee  for  1 7 years. 

Jon  is  a staff  member  of  Wings,  a company  that  con- 
ducts birding  tours  worldwide.  In  that  connection  he  leads 
birding  tours  in  North  America  and  Asia.  He  has  written  and 
co-written  numerous  papers  on  these  subjects  that  have 
appeared  in  a variety  of  journals.  He  was  chief  consultant  to 
the  National  Geographic  Society’s  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds 
of  North  America.  He  has  also  co-authored,  with  Kimball 
Garrett,  Birds  of  Southern  California:  Status  and  Distribution, 
and  Warblers.  He  is  often  a featured  speaker  at  birding  sym- 
posiums throughout  the  United  States. 

The  proceeds  of  this  seminar  will  be  shared  by  Sacra- 
j mento  Audubon  Society  and  North  American  Birds.  Seating 
is  limited,  so  please  sign  up  early.  The  cost  is  $45.00  for 
members  of  Sacramento  Audubon  and  $50.00  for  others. 


Please  reserve seats  for  the  Jon 

Dunn  Seminar  at  $45.00/ $50.00  each. 

Name(s) 

Address 


City_ 


State 


Zip_ 


Telephone _ 


Make  checks  payable  to 
Sacramento  Audubon  Society  and  send  to: 
Cathie  Lazier,  Treasurer 

5427  13th  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA  95820-2319 
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Jordan  R.,  Salt  Lake , UT  7 Feb  QHo). 
Swamp  Sparrows  turned  up  in  Nevada  as 
well,  with  up  to  2 at  Lemmon  Valley, 
Washoe  10-19  Feb  (NB,  JT,  AW  et  al.). 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  reported 
from  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  14  Dec  (MMe), 
Baker,  White  Pine,  NV  3 Feb  QWo),  and 
Ogden,  Davis , UT  7 Feb  (BrS,  DSh).  There 
were  several  reports  of  Harris’s  Sparrows 
from  Utah  this  winter  (Davis,  Salt  Lake, 
Uintah,  Utah,  Wasatch );  however,  the  only 
Nevada  report  came  from  Overton,  Clark 
14  Feb  (JC1,  RSc).  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows were  reported  from  typical  winter 
locations  in  Washoe,  NV  (RiB,  JWa  et  al.) 
and  Red  Cliffs  (JM  et  al.).  A Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  was  also  observed  at 
Logandale,  Clark , NV  17  Feb  (JC1,  RSc).  A 
Lapland  Longspur  found  on  the 
Dinosaur — Jensen  C.B.C.,  Uintah,  UT  4 Jan 
(fide  KPa)  was  the  only  longspur  reported 
during  the  winter.  And  finally,  a flock  of  up 
to  17  Snow  Buntings  was  observed  along 
the  A.I.C.  1 Jan-9  Feb  (J&KB,  KCh  et  al.). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Tom 
Aldrich,  Dave  Allen  (DAI),  David  Arse- 
nault (DAr),  Glenn  Barlow,  Betsy  Beneke, 
Joel  & Kathy  Beyer,  Nancy  Bish,  Donn 
Blake,  Steve  Brocoum,  Richard  Brune 
(RiB),  Ron  Brunson  (RoB),  KC  Childs 

1(KCh),  Lois  Clark,  Joan  Clarke  (JQ),  Kris- 
ten Cornelia  (KCo),  Alan  Condie,  Jack 
Cochran  (JCo),  Jim  Eidel,  Bill  Finemore, 
Rick  Fridell,  Pomera  France,  Dennis 
Ghiglieri  (DGh),  Dana  Green  (DGr),  Bill 
Hart  (BHa),  Nate  Hart,  Steve  Hedges, 
William  Henry  (WHe),  Josh  Heward  (JHe), 
John  Hiatt  (JHi),  Jack  Holley  (JHo),  Eric 
Huish,  William  Hunter  (WHu),  Bob  Hunt- 
ington (BHu),  Mike  Johnson,  Tony  Jones, 
Josh  Krietzer,  Tiffany  Lance,  Jerry  Liguori, 
Junece  Markham,  Martin  Meyers  (MMe), 

I Mike  Monson  (MMo),  Milton  Moody 
(MMd),  Carol  Nelson  (CaN),  Colby  Neu- 
man (CoN),  Chris  Nicolai  (ChN),  Deedee 
O’Brien,  Bridget  Olson,  Felix  Owens, 
Kathy  Paulin  (KPa),  Fred  Petersen,  Mark 
and  Louis  Ports,  Kristen  Purdy  (KPu), 
Bruce  Robinson,  Ron  Ryel,  Terry  Sadler, 
Mike  San  Miguel  (MSa),  Rick  Saval  (RSa), 
Rita  Schlageter  (RSc),  Greg  Scyphers,  Den- 
nis Serdehely  (DSe),  Rebbeca  Serdehely 
(RSe),  Charlie  Sheard,  Bryan  Shirley  (BrS), 
Dennis  Shirley  (DSh),  Bob  Showier  (BoS), 
Zach  Smith,  John  Spence,  Mark  Stirling 
(MSt),  Rose  Strickland  (RSt),  Priscilla  Sum- 
mers, Steve  Summers,  Chris  Tenney,  Jane 
Thompson,  Alton  Thygerson,  Larry  Tripp, 
Dennis  Trousdale,  Ryan  Trousdale  (RTr), 
Robin  Tuck  (RTu),  Julie  Van  Moorhem, 
Alan  Wallace,  Jack  Walters  (J\Va),  Cliff  and 
Lisa  Weisse,  Tom  Willis,  John  Woodyard 
(JWo),  Jim  Woolf  0W1).  C 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


...  ■ ■ 

Continuing  the  trend  of  recent  winters, 
warm  and  dry  were  the  dominant 
weather  themes  for  winter  2002- 
2003,  with  January  witnessing  the  smashing 
of  century-old  records  for  high  average  tem- 
peratures at  many  stations.  Birds  continued 
to  respond  to  this  warming  climate,  with 
numerous  species  lingering  late,  wintering 
north  of  usual,  or  returning  early  and,  for 
several  species,  nesting  was  underway  by 
January. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  Maxwell 
(Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity);  P.  0.  Canyon 
(Post  Office  Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts.); 
R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Canter,  Albu- 
querque); R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Low  lake  levels  in  the  east  led  to  generally 
poor  loon  and  grebe  seasons  there,  although 
Conchas  L.  managed  8 Common  Loons  8 
Feb  (JEP)  and  one  to  3 Horned  Grebes  7 
Jan — 22  Feb  (WW,  JEP,  JRO).  A careful  count 
of  some  8300  Western  Grebes  (but  only  2 
Clark’s)  at  E.B.L.  1 Dec  (CR)  emphasized  the 
importance  of  that  site  to  the  species;  partial 
counts  of  3700  on  9 Jan  (MW)  and  5500  on 
20  Jan  (CR)  indicated  that  these  grebes  were 
wintering.  Good  numbers  of  American 
White  Pelicans  wintered  in  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  and  Pecos  valleys,  with  180  at  E.B.L. 
9 Jan  (MW),  135  at  Brantley  L.  8 Jan  (MW), 
and  203  at  Loving  24  Dec  (CC).  An  Ameri- 
can Bittern  at  Ojo  Caliente,  Cibola  30  Dec 
(JT)  furnished  a local  first;  another  was  at 
Bosque  14  Dec  (S.  Williamson).  Once  scarce 
in  winter,  Great  Egrets  are  now  expected 
across  the  s.  tier  of  counties;  this  season  pro- 
duced reports  from  Grant , Luna , Socorro, 
Sierra , Dona  Ana,  Chaves,  and  Eddy,  includ- 
ing 11  at  L.  Avalon  23  Dec  (SW).  Unexpected 
in  winter,  a Snowy  Egret  was  at  Bosque  31 
Dec,  1 & 18  Jan,  and  22  Feb  (JRO,  JEP).  Late 
Cattle  Egrets  were  2 each  at  Bosque  13-14 
Dec  (JEP,  DH)  and  Las  Palomas  28  Dec  (GE); 
early  were  10  in  s.  Dona  Ana  19  Feb  (GE). 
Late  were  3 White-faced  Ibis  near  L.  Avalon 
15  Dec  (SW).  Very  late  were  2 Turkey  Vul- 
tures at  Roswell  14  Dec  (SB)  and  one  at  Las 
Cruces  14  Dec  (GE). 

The  only  Tundra  Swan  was  one  at  Las 
Vegas  N.W.R.  2 Dec  (MW).  Wood  Ducks 
continued  to  winter  widely  and  in  good 
numbers,  especially  in  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Pecos  valleys;  in  the  R.G.V,  exotic  Russian 
Olives  were  favored  for  food  and  cover.  A 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  R.G.N.C.  7 Feb  (JEP, 
ph.  JRO),  where  the  species  has  occurred  in 
seven  of  the  past  eight  years.  Late  were  2 
Cinnamon  Teal  at  Zuni  29  Dec  (JT);  one  to  2 
wintered  at  Deming  (LM).  One  to  3 Greater 
Scaup  were  at  Stubblefield  L.,  Springer  L., 
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Clabber  Hill  Ranch  in  San  Miguel,  Cochiti  L., 
R.G.N.C.,  and  Santa  Rosa  23  Dec — 28  Feb 
(m.  ob.).  A Long-tailed  Duck  graced  Stubble- 
field L.  18-22  Dec  (ph.  DC,  JRO).  Notewor- 
thy for  the  Chama  R.  was  an  ad.  male  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  at  Abiquiu  Dam  24-26  Jan 
(ph.  WH;  JEP);  another  reported  below 
Cochiti  Dam  24  Jan  (T.  Headley)  was  not 
relocated.  Midwinter  Ospreys  included  sin- 
gles at  Las  Vegas  28  Dec  (G.  Blanchard), 
E.B.L.  5 Jan  (WW)  and  1 Feb  (JEP,  JRO),  at 
Truth  or  Consequences  and  s.  of  Williams- 
burg 3 Jan  (JEP),  Brantley  L.  8 (MW)  & 30 
Jan  (SW),  and  Loving  24  Dec  (CC).  The  45 
Bald  Eagles  at  La  Cueva  2 Dec  (MW)  was  a 
large  concentration  for  Mora.  Noteworthy 
Harris’s  Hawks  were  one  near  Las  Cruces  12 
Jan  (BZ)  and  3 near  La  Luz  27  Dec  (JM). 
Pushing  the  season  were  American  Kestrel 
pairs  inspecting  nest  cavities  at  Deming  26 
Jan  (LM).  A good  Merlin  season  found  one 
to  3 at  over  30  locales  statewide  Dec— Feb 
(m.  ob.).  As  in  recent  years,  a few  Peregrine 
Falcons  lingered  late  in  Dec,  including  sin- 
gles at  Zuni  30  Dec  (JT)  and  Sevilleta  21  Dec 
(PB),  and  one  remained  through  Jan  at  Albu- 
querque (JEP,  JRO);  presumably  early  was 
one  at  Cochiti  1 Feb  (DE).  High  counts  for 
Montezuma  Quail  were  15  at  Silver  City  14 
Dec  (RS)  and  18  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  29 
Dec  (AC).  Far  n.  for  the  season  were  3 Vir- 
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ginia  Rails  at  Seneca  Cr.,  Union  18  Dec  (CR). 
Unusual  for  Elidalgo  were  10,000  Sandhill 
Cranes  in  the  Cotton  City — Lordsburg  Playa 
area  25-31  Jan  (JRO,  PL,  EL),  including  a 
leucistic,  nearly  all-white  individual  29  Jan 
(LM). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Very  early  were  3 Snowy  Plovers  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  26  Feb  (GW).  Some  250  Killdeer 
were  attracted  to  recently-drained  L.  Avalon 
14  Jan  (SW).  Unexpected  in  mid-winter  were 
2 Black-necked  Stilts  at  Santa  Teresa  1 Jan 
(MS,  JZ).  Extremely  early  was  a flock  of  up  to 
64  American  Avocets  at  Lordsburg  Playa  25 
Jan — 4 Feb  (m.  ob.);  the  first  arrival  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  was  one  on  19  Feb  (GW).  Late 
were  3 Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Santa  Rosa  15 
Dec  (CR,  JN-M).  Northerly  Spotted  Sand- 
pipers were  singles  at  Dixon  14  Dec  (RT)  and 
Alameda  15  Dec  (SOW,  DS).  Unexpected 
were  22  Long-billed  Curlews  at  Columbus  2 
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Jan  (CR).  High  for  wintering  Dunlins  was  3 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  17-29  Jan  (GW).  Single  ad. 
Mew  Gulls  were  at  Santa  Rosa  L.  15-21  Dec 
(WWJEP,  vt.  JRO)  and  E.B.L.  1 Feb  (JEP,  ph. 
JRO).  Unseasonal  were  5 Forster’s  Terns  at 
Six  Mile  Dam,  Eddy  9 Feb  (RN)  and  2 at  L. 
Avalon  20  Feb  (SW). 

The  rapid  range  expansion  of  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  continues;  the  now-resident 
aliens  continued  essentially  ubiquitous  in 
the  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  state  and  made 
significant  inroads  into  the  sw.,  including  the 
Cliff-Gila  Valley,  Hurley,  Lordsburg,  Cotton 
City,  Animas,  and  Rodeo.  High  counts 
included  163  at  Clayton  18  Dec  (CR),  91  at 
Caballo  28  Dec  (BZ),  and  42  at  Silver  City  14 
Dec  (RS);  an  active  nest  was  discovered  in  a 
pine  at  Hatch  12  Jan  (BZ).  Two  White- 
winged Doves  were  far  ne.  to  Clayton  18  Dec 

1 (ph.  CR).  Getting  an  early  start  was  a 

Mourning  Dove  pair  nest-building  at  Albu- 
querque 18  Jan  (WH).  Five  Inca  Doves  were 
n.  to  Santa  Rosa  9 Feb  (JRO);  Incas  are  now 
resident  throughout  cen.  Albuquerque 
| (GM).  A Common  Ground-Dove  at  Percha 

28  Dec — 24  Jan  (ph.  BZ)  provided  the  only 
report;  for  unexplained  reasons,  this  is  our 
only  dove  species  not  currently  enjoying 
| “boom  times.”  Meanwhile,  the  Ruddy 

Ground-Dove  invasion  that  began  in  Oct 
| continued  into  winter,  with  singles  lingering 

from  fall  at  Luis  Lopez  through  23  Feb  (JRO 
et  al.)  and  Albuquerque  through  14  Dec  (ph. 

L.  Burwick)  and  new  singles  appearing  near 
Cliff  28  Dec  (LM)  and  Silver  City  6 Jan 
(D&MZ).  Two  were  at  Cotton  City  24  Dec 
(ph.  JRO),  but  that  locale  gained  true  fame 
when  9 were  found  25  Jan  (PL,  ph.  JRO),  and 
\ similar  numbers  continued  to  be  reported 
there  into  Feb  (m.  ob.,  ph.  JZ). 

Now  rarely  encountered,  single  Short- 
eared Owls  were  at  Bosque  29  Dec  (WW),  s. 
of  Clines  Corners,  Torrance  11  Jan  (SW),  and 
Lindsay  L.,  e.  Eddy  9 Feb  (SW).  A vocal 
Northern  Saw- whet  Owl  was  at  Socorro’s 
Riverine  Park  12-20  Feb  (WW,  JRO,  JEP). 
Suggestive  of  wintering  was  a Common  Poor- 
will  taken  live  from  a pool  at  R.S.  18  Jan 
(RN).  Small  numbers  of  White-throated 
Swifts  are  not  unexpected  in  s.  New  Mexico 
in  winter;  unusual,  however,  were  600  at 
Deming  26  Dec  (LM).  Wandering  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  were  singles  at  Albuquerque  15 
Dec  (HS),  Las  Animas  Cr.  28  Dec — 12  Jan 
(MS,  JZ,  BZ),  Deming  26  Dec — 28  Feb  (LM  et 
al,  ph.  JZ),  La  Luz  27  Dec  (JM),  and  near 
Carlsbad  15  Dec  (T.  Hines).  A Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  at  Santa  Rosa  7 Dec — 9 Feb 
(WW  et  al.,  ph.  JRO)  provided  a Guadalupe 
first  and  New  Mexico’s  15th  overall.  West  was 
an  ad.  male  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at 
Bosque  29  Dec— 16  Jan  (WW,  JEP,  DK). 
Flickers  with  yellow  feathers  included  singles 
at  eight  locales  from  Maxwell  to  the  Animas 
Valley  (m.  ob.);  2 were  at  Zuni  26  Dec  (JT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  GNATCATCHERS 

Although  not  always  identifiable  to  species, 
Empidonax  flycatchers  have  been  found  in 
recent  winters  with  increasing  regularity,  and 
this  season  was  no  exception:  a likely  Gray 
was  at  Percha  1 Dec  (CR)  and  a “Western” 
was  at  Double  Adobe  14  Dec  (AC,  NM-C); 
empids  believed  to  be  Hammond’s  were  sin- 
gles at  Bosque  14  (ph.  BZ)  & 26  Jan  (JRO), 
Elephant  Butte  Dam  26  Dec  (DE),  Las  Ani- 
mas Cr.  28  Dec  (BZ),  and  Double  Adobe  14 
Dec  (AC,  NM-C,  R.  Webster),  while  others 
believed  to  be  Duskies  were  singles  at  Bosque 
9-13  Dec  (DH,  JEP),  1 Feb  (DE),  and  23  Feb 
(JRO)  and  Double  Adobe  26  Dec  (vt.  JRO), 
plus  3 Duskies  and  3 unidentified  empids  in 
the  Cliff-Gila  Valley  28  Dec  (no  details;  fide 
RS). 

Late  was  a Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Deming 
13-14  Dec  (JEP,  JRO),  and  another  was 
reported  at  Las  Cruces  14  Dec  (GE);  a 
Cassin’s  was  at  Mesilla  21  Jan  (MS,  JZ).  Hut- 
ton’s Vireos  again  moved  into  lowland  areas, 
with  singles  in  Luna  at  Deming  14  Dec — 21 
Feb  (m.  ob.)  and  the  lower  Mimbres  R.  26 
Jan  (CR),  plus  others  in  the  R.G.V.  at  Caballo 
Dam,  Percha,  and  Las  Cruces  14  Dec — 5 Jan 
(m.  ob);  noteworthy  were  2 at  Aguirre 
Springs,  Organ  Mts.  11  Jan  (ph.  BZ).  The 
massive  Steller’s  Jay  invasion  that  began  in 
fall  reached  its  peak  in  Dec,  when  the  species 
blanketed  the  state  in  record  numbers  in 
“odd”  habitats;  the  tide  began  to  recede 
through  Jan  and  Feb.  Blue  Jays  e.  of  the 
plains  included  2 at  Santa  Fe  21  Dec  (D. 
Einspahr),  singles  at  three  Albuquerque  sites 

15  Dec  (HS),  29  Dec  (CB),  and  16  Feb  (B. 
Lewis),  and  one  at  Socorro  9-27  Jan  (PB). 
Pinyon  jays  on  the  move  included  2 e.  to 
Roswell  14  Dec  (SB)  and  one  at  Percha  28 
Dec  (BZ).  Unusually  large  numbers  of  Amer- 
ican Crows  pushed  s.  into  Eddy  and  Otero , 
with  200  at  Brantley  L.  8 Feb  (SW)  and  61 
near  Mayhill  17  Feb  (SW);  in  the  west,  2 at 
P.O.  Canyon  23  Jan  (CL)  provided  a local 
first,  and  another  was  elsewhere  in  Hidalgo 

29  Jan  (LM). 

Early  swallows  included  2 Trees  near  R.S. 

26  Feb  (SW),  2 Violet-greens  at  Radium 
Springs  11  Feb  (MS),  2 Northern  Rough- 
wingeds  at  R.S.  26  Feb  (SW),  plus  7 at  Burn 

L.  28  Feb  (GE),  and  a Cave  at  Carlsbad  Cav- 
erns 31  Jan  (SW);  unusual  was  a Barn  near 
Loving  13  Jan  (I.  Palma,  fide  SW).  East  was  a 
Mountain  Chickadee  at  Clayton  L.  18  Dec 
(CR).  A Bridled  Titmouse  strayed  to  Lake 
Valley,  Sierra  26  Jan  (JRO).  Both  Red- 
breasted and  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  widely  distributed  in  submontane 
areas;  Brown  Creepers  were  particularly 
obvious  in  the  R.G.V  An  interesting  wren 
season  found  a Cactus  Wren  n.  to  Santa  Rosa 

15  Dec  (WW).  A Carolina  Wren  was  along 
Berrendo  Cr.  in  Roswell  14  Dec  (SB).  Appar- 
ently wintering  House  Wrens  were  singles  n. 

in  the  R.G.V  to  Socorro  9-28  Jan  (PB)  and 
Bosque  14  Dec  (DE,  BN)  and  one  to  3 at 
Caballo  Dam  4 Dec — 18  Jan  (WW,  CR,  BZ). 

A good  showing  by  Winter  Wrens  produced 
singles  (some  poorly  detailed)  1-14  Dec  at 
Cimarron  Canyon  (DC),  Santa  Rosa  (fide 
WW),  Bosque  (fide  SC),  Las  Palomas  (WW), 
Silver  City  (fide  RS),  Carlsbad  (SW),  and  R.S. 
(SW);  another  was  near  Cedar  Crest  2 Jan 
(CB).  A Sedge  Wren  was  at  Clabber  Hill 
Ranch  near  Conchas  Dam  5-8  Feb  (WW,  DE, 

BN). 

The  American  Dipper  at  Bosque  in  Nov 
continued  to  entertain  many  through  2 Feb 
(m.  ob.);  another  became  a popular  attrac- 
tion at  an  Albuquerque  canal  15  Dec — 2 Jan 
(B.  Leonard  et  al.,  vt.  JRO).  Notably  far  n. 
were  one  to  2 Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  at  Pet- 
roglyph  National  Monument  15  Dec  (NV) 
and  24  Jan  (HS).  Other  northerly  gnat- 
cathers  described  as  Blue-grays  included  4 in 
desert  scrub  at  Sevilleta  17  Dec  (SC)  and  one 
at  Elephant  Butte  Dam  9 Dec  (JEP),  while  2 
Black-taileds  were  at  E.B.L.  1 Dec  (CR)  and 

20  Jan  (CR,  DE). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Eastern  Bluebirds  made  a strong  showing 
across  the  state,  including  in  the  Canadian, 
Pecos,  Tularosa,  Rio  Grande,  Zuni,  Gila, 
Mimbres,  and  Animas  valleys,  with  reports 
from  some  three  dozen  locales  in  17  coun- 
ties; likely  local  firsts  were  6 at  Hillsboro  1 

Feb  (JRO)  and  3 at  Playas,  Hidalgo  9 Feb 
(MS,  JZ).  Gray  Catbirds  are  unexpected  in 
winter,  so  surprising  was  one  at  Socorro  16 

Dec — 27  Jan  (PB);  lingering  were  singles  at 
Radium  Springs  1 Dec  (MS,  JZ),  R.S.  8 Dec 
(JRO),  and  White’s  City  14  Dec  (RN).  Two 
Hermit  Thrushes  were  n.  to  Farmington  14 

Dec  (AN).  A Northern  Mockingbird  at 
Socorro  Dec — Feb  (PB)  was  at  the  n.  limit  of 
the  usual  winter  range.  Late  were  2 Sage 
Thrashers  at  Zuni  26  Dec  QT).  A Brown 
Thrasher  wandered  w.  to  Cotton  City  25  Jan 
(JRO,  PL);  in  the  R.G.V.,  singles  were  at 
Cochiti  8 Feb  (DE,  BN)  and  Socorro  28  Jan 
(WW).  European  Starlings  were  nesting  in 
Albuquerque  20  Jan  (SOW).  The  search  for 
wintering  Sprague’s  Pipits  continued,  with 
mixed  results:  2 were  in  Sevilleta  grasslands 
near  Black  Butte  21  Dec  (DK),  but  none  were 
seen  there  in  Jan;  on  Otero  Mesa,  one  to  3 
Sprague’s  were  found  5-12  Dec  (RM),  and  2 
were  there  11  Feb  (RM);  in  Luna,  however, 
grasslands  near  Deming  produced  singles  31 

Dec  (RM)  and  18  Jan  (RM),  at  least  4 on  19 

Jan  (CR,  DE,  LM,  RM),  and  up  to  6 on  25  Jan 
(GE,  TL)  and  later  (ph.  JRO).  As  with  other 
berry-eating  species,  Cedar  Waxwings  were 
conspicuous,  with  moderate  numbers  in  all 
corners  of  the  state  Dec — Jan. 

Wintering  Olive  Warblers  were  in  the 
news,  with  singles  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  in 
Skull  Canyon  29  Dec  (DF)  and  EO.  Canyon 
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12  Jan  (CL);  another  strayed  to  Mesilla  11 
Jan  (ph.  BZ).  Orange-crowned  Warblers  are 
now  expected  in  the  lower  R.G.V  in  winter, 
and  this  season  found  6-8  in  the  Mesilla-Las 
Cruces  area  14  Dec — 19  Jan  (GE,JRO);  far- 
ther n.  were  one  at  Bosque  14  Dec  (fide  SC), 
plus  one  to  5 in  the  Caballo-Percha  area  1 
Dec — 20  Jan  (CR,  BZ,  JEP,  WW),  while  w. 
was  one  in  the  Cliff-Gila  Valley  28  Dec  (RS). 
A Northern  Parula  was  in  the  Enchanted 
Hills  area  of  Roswell  18  Dec  (SB).  Yellow 
Warblers  are  not  expected  in  Dec,  yet  this 
season  brought  reports  of  singles  at  Bosque  9 
& 13  Dec  (JEP)  and  Las  Cruces  14  Dec  (GE). 
A female  Townsend’s  Warbler  put  in  a sur- 
prise appearance  at  Mesilla  1 & 19  Jan  (ph. 
BZ;  JRO).  Unprecedented  were  3 Pine  War- 
blers on  the  U.N.M.  campus  in  Albuquerque 
Dec — Feb:  a bright  male  found  15  Dec  (A. 
Rominger,  R.  Beauliew)  attracted  many 
searchers  who  subsequently  found  interme- 
diate- and  dull-plumaged  individuals  there 
as  well  (m.  ob,  ph.  JRO,  ph.  DK);  all  3 were 
seen  21  Dec  (JEP,  JRO),  and  at  least  2 were 
still  present  15-16  Feb.  Yet  another  Pine 
Warbler  was  at  Deming  13  Dec — 10  Jan  (JEP, 
JRO,  LM).  Noteworthy  was  a Blackpoll  War- 
bler at  Caballo  Dam  7-9  Dec  (CR,  DE,  JEP), 
a Black-and-white  at  Bosque  4 Jan  (ph.  DK), 
and  an  American  Redstart  at  R.G.N.C.  12-23 
Dec  (m.  ob.).  At  Bosque,  one  of  the  Nov  Pro- 
thonotary  Warblers  persisted  1-14  Dec  (JEP, 
PRS,  DH,  ph.  JRO).  Single  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  lingered  to  mid-Dec  at  Caballo 
Dam  (JEP),  Las  Cruces  (GE),  and  B.L.N.W.R. 
(GW);  2 were  in  the  Animas  Valley  25  Dec 
(JRO,  AC,  NM-C).  Yet  another  surprise  were 
single  Wilson’s  Warblers  at  Albuquerque  22 
Dec  (DE,  BN),  1 Jan  (CR),  and  8 Feb  (CR), 
and  at  Bosque  15  Jan  (GE)  and  23  Feb  (ph. 
JRO). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

North  was  a Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Zuni  26 
Dec  (JT).  Well  described  was  a Cassin’s  Spar- 
row at  Sevilleta  21  Dec  (WH,  CR).  Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  plentiful  in  foothill 
canyons  of  the  Los  Pinos  Mts.,  where  24 
were  counted  21  Dec  (WH,  CR).  American 
Tree  Sparrows  were  numerous  in  Colfax , 
Union , and  San  Miguel,  including  239  at 
Maxwell  19  Dec  (JO);  s.  of  usual  were  singles 
at  Santa  Rosa  15  Dec  (WW)  and  R.G.N.C.  31 
Dec — 9 Feb  (m.  ob.)  and  3 at  Bosque  26  Dec 
(K.  Cambum).  Chipping  Sparrows  wintered 
n.  in  numbers  to  the  Los  Pinos  Mts.,  with 
176  there  21  Dec  (NC,  WH,  CR);  one  Chip- 
ping was  at  Zuni  28  Dec  (JT),  where  there 
was  also  a Lark  Sparrow  28  Dec  (JT).  Note- 
worthy were  3 Brewer’s  Sparrows  n.  to  Albu- 
querque 15  Dec  (EH).  Two  to  4 Field  Spar- 
rows at  Clabber  Hill  Ranch  near  Conchas 
Dam  7 Jan  and  8 Feb  (WW,  JEP,  JRO)  fur- 
nished a local  first.  Unseasonal  was  a Black- 
chinned  Sparrow  in  Embudito  Canyon,  San- 


dia  Mts.  29  Jan  (WW).  Among  the  few 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  found  were  singles 
near  La  Joya  21  Dec  (DH),  Otero  Mesa  5 & 
10  Dec  (RM),  Deming  30  Jan  (LM),  and 
Lordsburg  31  Jan  (DZ);  2 were  in  the  Animas 
Valley  1 Dec  GRO,  AC,  NM-C).  Baird’s  Spar- 
row went  unreported  in  Jan:  one  was  in 
Sevilleta  grasslands  e.  of  La  Joya  21  Dec 
(WH,  CR),  and  another  was  in  the  Animas 
Valley  as  late  as  29  Dec  (CR),  while  on  Otero 
Mesa,  where  Baird’s  is  a regular  migrant,  6 
were  found  10  & 12  Dec  (RM),  and  7 were 
present  4 Feb  (RM). 

A very  good  Fox  Sparrow  season  produced 
a Red  at  Maxwell  4-6  Jan  (ph.  DC)  and  Slate- 
coloreds  at  Sevilleta  21  Dec  (WH,  CR),  Luis 
Lopez  15  Dec — 14  Feb  (JRO  et  al.),  Caballo 
Dam  4 Dec— 20  Jan  (WW,  DE,  BN,  CR), 
Deming  5-21  Feb  (LM,  MS,  JZ),  and  White’s 
City  14  Dec  (RN),  plus  3 in  PO.  Canyon 
Dec — Jan  (CL)  and  another  in  nearby  Skull 
Canyon  29  & 31  Dec  (DF,  CL);  undetailed 
were  a Fox  at  Questa  19  Dec  (R.  Weber)  and 
2 at  Roswell  14  Dec  (SB).  Five  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows were  n.  to  Mills  Canyon,  Harding  10 
Dec — 8 Feb  (DC).  Our  four  Zonotrichia 
species  were  much  in  evidence,  and  a four 
species  “hat  trick”  (White-throated,  Harris’s, 
White-crowned,  and  Golden-crowned)  was 
achieved  at  Bosque.  An  impressive  Harris’s 
Sparrow  season  found  3 at  Farmington  14 
Dec  (AN)  and  singles  at  Dixon  14  Dec  (RT), 
Espanola  15  Dec  (BF),  Maxwell  8 Dec  (ph. 
DC),  Santa  Rosa  15  Dec  (CR),  B.L.N.W.R.  4 
Dec  (GW),  Luis  Lopez  31  Jan  (JRO)  and  11 
Feb  (PRS),  and  Percha  28  Dec  (B.  Vaughn);  2 
were  at  Socorro  1 Dec — 28  Feb  (PB)  and  one 
to  2 were  at  Bosque  7 Dec — 14  Jan  (m.  ob.). 
Noteworthy  for  Luna  was  a White-throated 
Sparrow  at  Columbus  27  Feb  (LM);  unsea- 
sonal was  a dark-lored  White-crowned  at 
Bosque  16  Jan  (DK).  Single  Golden-crowned 
Sparrows  were  in  Embudito  Canyon,  n.  San- 
dia  Mts.,  Sandoval  15  Dec  (EH)  and  29  Jan 
(WW)  and  at  Bosque  1 Dec — 17  Jan  (m.  ob., 
ph.  JRO,  ph.  DK).  Christmas  counters  found 
2 White-winged  Juncos  at  Clayton  18  Dec 
(CR);  one  at  Raton  in  Dec  (DC)  provided  the 
only  additional  report. 

Lapland  Longspurs  were  in  evidence  in 
the  ne.,  with  highs  of  24  at  Maxwell  19  Dec 
QO),  where  the  species  persisted  into  Feb 
(ph.  DC),  and  67  at  Clayton  18  Dec  (CR), 
plus  18  at  Sauz  Cr.,  Colfax  4 Feb  (DC);  far- 
ther s.  and  w.  were  singles  at  Ruby  Ranch 
near  Las  Vegas  14  Jan  (WW),  Zuni  28  Dec 
QT),  and  Bosque  24  Jan  GEP).  High  counts 
for  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  a pre- 
cise 1793  at  Sevilleta  21  Dec  (NC  et  al.)  and 
500  in  the  s.  Animas  Valley  1 Dec  0EP  et  al.). 
A male  Northern  Cardinal  was  n.  to  Santa 
Rosa  1 Jan  QEP),  where  there  was  a Pyrrhu- 
loxia  15  Dec  (WW).  Single  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  were  rarities  at  Peralta  29  Jan  (K. 
Cotton)  and  near  Datil  4 Dec  (ph.  C.  Baker). 


NEW  MEXICO 


Single  Common  Grackles  were  n.  to  Albu- 
querque 22  Dec  (DE,  BN)  and  Santa  Rosa  1 
Jan  and  8 Feb  GRO);  w.  was  one  at  Rodeo  25- 
28  Dec  (ph.  JRO).  Continuing  a wintering 
trend  were  2 Bronzed  Cowbirds  at  Las 
Cruces  14  Dec  (GE). 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Ken  Schneider, 
Sandia  Crest  has  become  a famous  destina- 
tion for  international  birders  seeking  North 
America’s  three  rosy-finch  species,  and  this 
season  was  no  exception,  with  a flock  of  50- 
100  Brown-cappeds,  Blacks,  and  Gray- 
crowneds  (including  a few  Hepburn’s)  there 
Dec — Feb.  In  Colfax,  three-species  flocks  of 
feeder-friendly  rosy-finches  were  docu- 
mented 20  Dec — 15  Feb  (ph.  DC),  with  140 
at  Eagle  Nest,  80  at  Angel  Fire,  and  25  near 
Palo  Flechado  Pass  (DC  et  al.).  Elsewhere,  a 
flock  of  100  Brown-cappeds  was  near  Stink- 
ing L.,  Rio  Arriba  6 Jan  (DS).  Very  rare  in 
New  Mexico,  a Purple  Finch  was  at  Santa 
Rosa  23  Jan— 9 Feb  (PL,  JEP,  DE,  BN,  ph. 
JRO).  Cassin’s  Finches  were  widespread  but 
generally  uncommon,  although  up  to  40 
consorted  with  rosy-finches  at  Sandia  Crest 
Dec — ‘Feb  (KS);  wandering  Cassins  included 
singles  s.  to  Double  Adobe,  Animas  Mts.  14 
Dec  (NM-C)  and  Spring  Canyon,  Florida 
Mts.  28  Jan  (LM),  25  at  Dripping  Springs, 
Organ  Mts.  14  Dec  (GE),  and  2 at  Camp 
Wilderness  Ridge,  Guadalupe  Mts.  4 Jan 
(SW).  Lesser  Goldfinches  continued  to  make 
their  cool-season  presence  known,  including 
a high  25  n.  to  Farmington  14  Dec  (AN),  44 
at  Albuquerque  15  Dec  (HS),  and  one  at 
Maxwell  19  Dec  GO);  2 Lessers  were  singing 
at  Corrales  4 Jan  GEP,  JRO),  while  singing 
Lessers  were  feasting  on  opening  elm  buds  in 
Albuquerque  29  Jan  (SOW).  The  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  incursion  continued  into  the  win- 
ter, with  one  at  Caballo  Dam  13  Dec  GEP,  vt. 
JRO),  2 at  Percha  16  Jan  (DK),  3 at  Radium 
Springs  1-15  Dec  (MS,  ph.  JZ),  12  at  Silver 
City  14  Dec  (RS),  4 in  the  Mimbres  Valley, 
nw.  Luna  19  Feb  (MS,  ph.  JZ),  and  2-10  in 
and  near  Columbus  2 Jan — 27  Feb  (m.  ob.). 

Initialed  observers:  Pat  Basham,  Sherry 
Bixler,  Celestyn  Brozek,  David  Cleary,  Nancy 
Cox,  Steve  Cox,  Craig  Cranston,  Alan  Craig, 
Doug  Emkalns,  Gordon  Ewing,  Dan  Fischer, 
Bernard  Foy,  David  Hawksworth,  William 
Howe,  David  Krueper,  Tim  Lawton,  Paul 
Lehman,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carroll  Littlefield, 
Larry  Malone,  John  Mangimeli,  Ray  Meyer, 
Gale  Monson,  Narca  Moore-Craig,  Robert 
Nieman,  Alan  Nelson,  Brace  Neville,  Jerry  R. 
Oldenettel,  Jo  Osterhouse,  John  E.  Parmeter, 
Christopher  Rustay,  Ken  Schneider,  Hart 
Schwarz,  Marcy  Scott,  Roland  Shook,  Patri- 
cia R.  Snider,  Dale  Stahlecker,  Robert  Tem- 
pleton, John  Trochet,  Nick  Vaughn,  Gordon 
Warrick,  Mark  Watson,  Steve  West,  William 
West,  S.  O.  Williams,  James  Zabriskie,  Barry 
Zimmer,  Dale  & Marian  Zimmerman.  ® 
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Gary  H.  Rosenberg 

(PASSERINES) 
P.O.Box  91856 
Tucson,  Arizona  85752-1856 
(ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 

Mark  M.  Stevenson 

(NON-PASSERINES) 
4201  East  Monte  Vista  Drive  #J207 
Tucson,  Arizona  85712-5554 
(drbrdr@att.net ) 


Abbreviations:  Arizona  Bird  Committee 
(A.B.C.),  Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum 
(B.T.A.),  Gila  Farms  Pond  (G.F.P.), 
Flassayampa  River  Preserve  (Fi.R.R),  lower 
Colorado  River  Valley  (L.C.R.V.),  Navajo 
Indian  Reservation  (N.I.R.),  Pinal  Airpark 
Pecan  Grove  (PA.P.l,  San  Pedro  River  (S.P.R.), 
Santa  Cruz  River  (S.C.R.),  Sweetwater  Wet- 
lands, Tucson  (S.W.T.),  Tohono  O’odham 
Reservation  (T.O.R.). 

GREBES  THROUGH  MERGANSERS 

The  Least  Grebe  continued  at  S.W.T.  through 
the  period  (m.  ob.).  A Red-necked  Grebe  on 
the  Colorado  R.  in  Yuma  15  Dec  (ph.,  THD) 
was  about  the  10th  for  Arizona.  Most  records 
are  from  the  L.C.R.V.  The  only  Clarks  Grebe 
away  from  the  large  lakes  was  one  in  Marana  8 
Feb  (SB).  Three  Brown  Pelicans  on  Tempe 
Town  L.  29  Jan+  were  among  the  few  that  have 
ever  wintered  in  Arizona  and  were  likely 
holdovers  from  summer.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants have  certainly  colonized  Maricopa  in 
recent  years,  with  up  to  50  estimated  to  be 
present  this  winter  (TC,  m.  ob.),  chiefly  in  the 
Phoenix  “valley.”  A Great  Egret  at  Willow  L, 
Prescott  1 Dec-4  Jan  (CT)  was  far  n.  for  win- 
ter. An  imm.  Tricolorcd  Heron  on  the  Gila  R. 
at  115th  Ave.  17  Dec-12  Jan  (tTC)  made  the 
first  Arizona  winter  record.  A Black-crowned 
Night  Heron  at  Willow  L.  20  Jan  (CT)  was  also 
far  north. 

A juv.  blue  morph  Snow  Goose,  casual  in 


the  state,  accompanied  a white  ad.  at  Lyman  L. 
14  Dec  (MMS,  MPo).  Small-form  Canada 
Geese  are  casual  in  Arizona;  the  resident  bird 
at  Wellton  golf  course  was  again  reported  9-14 
Jan  (PEL),  while  another  was  at  Fountain  Hills 
21  Jan-24  Feb  (KR,  TC).  In  light  of  several  w. 
reintroduction  programs,  the  provenance  of 
Trumpeter  Swans  in  Arizona  is  still  uncertain. 
There  are  only  two  accepted  records,  both  of 
unbanded  birds.  This  winter  saw  perhaps  the 
largest  influx  ever,  with  13  Trumpeters 
statewide:  7 unbanded  birds  at  Kachina  Wet- 
lands, Flagstaff  7 Dec  (S.  Ordway,  ph.  P Keg- 
ley),  2 neck-banded  juvs.  at  Cibola  N.W.R. 
20-30  Dec  ( fide  M.  Muchowski),  and  a neck- 
banded  ad.  from  Idaho  that  accompanied  an 
unbanded  pair  and  imm.  at  Camp  Verde  30-31 
Dec  (K.  Fultz,  et  ah,  ph.  MMS,  RR).  A single 
unbanded  ad.  located  nearby  11  Jan-10  Feb 
(TC,  m.  ob.)  was  likely  a survivor  of  the  latter 
group.  Conversely,  Tundra  Swans  were  few, 
with  3 at  Tacna  10  Dec  (B.  Henry)  and  one  at 
Page  S.T.P  26  Dec-11  Jan  (J.  Spence,  CL). 

Eurasian  Wigeons  continue  to  be  sparse:  an 
ad.  male  at  Sun  City  West  27  Nov-17  Jan  (CT) 
and  the  continuing  male  in  Scottsdale  1 Dec+ 
(ph.  J.  Woodley,  m.  ob.)  were  the  only  ones 
reported.  The  male  American  Wigeon  x 
Eurasian  Wigeon  hybrid  returned  to  Willcox 
for  a 5th  winter  7 Dec+  0H>)-  A male  Cinna- 
mon Teal  at  Cow  Springs  L.  19  Dec  (CL)  was 
a first  winter  record  for  the  N.I.R.  A female 
Tufted  Duck  reported  from  the  Sedona  S.T.P. 
21  Dec  (JJP)  was  of  great  interest  and  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  A.B.C.;  there  is  only  one 
accepted  record  of  Tufted  Duck  for  Arizona,  a 
male  that  returned  to  Mesa  for  multiple  win- 
ters. Three  of  the  4 White-winged  Scoters 
found  in  fall  on  L.  Havasu  wintered  1 Dec-5 
Apr  (CB  et  al.).  A lone  Long-tailed  Duck, 
casual  in  the  state,  was  at  G.  F P 8 Dec  and  24 
Feb+  (PD).  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  are  casual 
away  from  the  Colorado  R.;  2 were  in  Apache 
this  winter,  with  single  males  reported  from 
Lyman  L.  14-21  Dec  (MMS,  MPo)  and  Nelson 
Res.  15  Dec  (DR,  GC).  Twelve  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers at  Rainbow  L.,  Pinetop  14  Dec  (GC  et 
al.)  was  a large  number  for  n.  Arizona.  Typi- 
cally sparse,  single  Red-breasted  Mergansers 
were  at  Roosevelt  Dam  28  Dec  (MPo,  MMS), 
L.  Powell  11  Jan  (MMS,  MPo),  and  Tempe 
Town  L.  29  Jan  (T.  Gaskill). 

KITES  THROUGH  GULLS 

Notable  White-tailed  Kite  reports  were  up  to  5 
in  the  San  Rafael  Valley  (m.  ob.)  but  none  on 
the  Gila  River  C.B.C.  (TC).  The  Arlington  Val- 
ley had  been  a population  center  for  the 
species.  Adding  to  but  a handful  of  winter 
records  of  Gray  Hawk  for  Arizona,  an  ad.  was 
in  Amaclo  9 Dec-25  Jan  (C.  Gottlund-Stevens, 
m.  ob.),  and  what  was  likely  the  same  bird  was 
seen  in  ne.  Tucson  29  Jan  (WR).  In  addition  to 
the  resident  pair  at  H.R.R  (TC,  m.  ob.),  single 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  at  Pasture 
Canyon  through  19  Dec  (CL),  Katherine 
Landing  3 Dec  (tMMS,  MPo),  and  Green  Val- 
ley 10-28  Dec  (R.  Wolcott,  ph.  KK).  The 
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species  remains  an  irregular,  casual,  mainly 
winter  visitor.  Single  Zone-tailed  Hawks  were 
noted  in  Tucson  through  the  season  (m.  ob.), 
in  Budleyville  4 Jan  (TM),  and  in  Yuma  15  Feb 

| (A.  & H.  Borghardt,/ide  HD).  They  are  casual 

in  winter. 

In  addition  to  the  Harlans  Red-tailed 
Hawks  noted  in  fall,  singles  were  reported 
from  the  San  Rafael  Valley  14  Dec  (GB,  PS) 
and  Beaver  Dam  Wash  29  Jan+  (R.  Fridell).  A 
few  lone  Crested  Caracaras  wandered  from 
their  core  T.O.R.  range:  17  km  w.  of  Casa 
Grande  10  Jan  (PS),  Green  Valley  20  Jan  (C. 
Morley),  and  Red  Rock  17  Feb  (D.  Jeness). 

Rare  at  any  time  in  the  n.  and  accidental 
there  in  winter,  Common  Moorhens  were 
spotted  at  Prescott  7 Dec  (CT)  and  Pinetop  14 
Dec  (GC,  DR,  S.  Sitko),  reflecting  mild 
weather.  Few  reports  of  Mountain  Plover  were 
received.  In  addition  to  the  Western  Sod  Farm 
flock,  separate  groups  of  8 and  12  were  noted 
in  the  Sulfur  Springs  Valley  5 Dec-17  Jan  (SH, 
MMS  et  al.). 

A Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Lyman  L.  9-15  Dec 
was  very  late  at  that  elevation  (DR  et  al.). 
Casual  in  winter,  Western  Sandpipers  were:  2 
at  El  Mirage  7 Dec-12  Jan  (TC  et  al.),  with  sin- 
gles along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  15  Dec-22  Jan 
(m.  ob.)  and  in  Roll  5 Jan  (PEL).  Up  to  4 Dun- 
lin wintered  along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  (WR, 
m.  ob.),  while  up  to  3 were  at  El  Mirage  7 
Dec-21  Jan  (TC,  m.  ob.).  Accidental  in  winter, 
2 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  in  Chandler  25 
Nov-15  Feb  (PD,  P.  Moulton).  Also  acciden- 
tal in  winter,  5 Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  at  Will- 
cox  7 Dec  (Jbh  et  al.),  and  one  strayed  to  Wil- 
low L.  6 Feb  (B.  Thomen,  W.  Anderson). 
Casual  at  any  season,  an  ad.  Heerman’s  Gull  at 
Amado  followed  the  pattern  of  sporadic  brief 
appearances  on  2 Feb  0-  Murray).  California 
Gull  reports  were  of  3 at  Roosevelt  L.  5 Dec 
(JE),  one  at  Willcox  12  Dec  (SH),  and  one  at 
Green  Valley  S.T.P  22  Dec  (PS),  all  accidentals. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLICKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  increase, 
with  most  noted  in  rural  areas.  A few  reported 
from  Prescott  and  Flagstaff  were  in  more  sub- 
urban settings  (CT,  JP  et  al.).  “Ringed  Turtle- 
Doves”  continue  to  be  seen  in  some  of  the 
same  areas,  highlighting  the  need  for  careful 
observation.  The  major  fall  Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  invasion  continued,  with  33  additional 
birds — making  a very  high  total  of  76. 
Notable  flocks  were  6 at  El  Mirage  8 Dec  (BG, 
m.  ob.),  8 in  the  Mohawk  Valley  9 Jan  (PEL, 
CW),  and  8 at  Red  Rock  12  Feb+  (j.  McCabe, 
m.  ob.).  Farther  nw.,  3 were  in  Prescott  8 Jan+ 
(CT),  only  a 3rd  local  record. 

Accidental  in  the  lowlands,  an  imm.  Spot- 
ted Owl  that  roosted  in  a yard  in  Oro  Valley  24 
Feb-30  Mar  (B.  Ericcson,  m.  ob.)  was  not  far 
from  breeding  areas  in  the  Catalina  Mts. 
Casual  away  from  the  mountains,  a Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  was  in  a desert  wash  in  the 
White  Tank  Mts.  7 Dec  (J.  Rorabaugh).  A 
Lesser  Nighthawk  on  the  Gila  R.  C.B.C.  27 
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Dec  was  one  of  very  few  recent  winter  records 
( fide  TC). 

A reported  first-fall  male  Berylline  Hum- 
mingbird in  Ramsey  Canyon  through  at  least  1 
Jan  (m.  ob.)  unfortunately  went  undocu- 
mented. (There  are  as  yet  no  documented  win- 
ter records  for  the  state;  the  presence  of  multi- 
ple summering  hybrid  hummingbirds  resem- 
bling Berylline  magnifies  the  need  for  docu- 
mentation.) Violet-crowned  Hummingbirds 
were  present  in  good  numbers,  with  up  to  15 
at  feeders  from  Portal  to  Tucson  (m.  ob,),  9 of 
which  appeared  1-24  Jan,  suggesting  early 
arrival.  Very  late-lingering  Broad-tailed  Hum- 
mingbirds were  in  lower  Carr  Canyon  1 2 Dec 
(H.  Brodkin)  and  Tucson  21  Dec  (DSj).  Spring 
males  arrived  as  early  as  2 Feb  in  E.  Whitetail 
Canyon  (RT),  with  several  more  in  mid-eleva- 
tion canyons  by  mid-Feb,  when  still  casual  (m. 
ob.).  A Rufous  Hummingbird  on  the  Ramsey 
Canyon  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  T.  Mouras)  and  a 
Selasphorous  species  on  the  Portal  C.B.C.  28 
Dec  ( fide  LG)  were  quite  late. 

A single  Green  Kingfisher  along  the  upper 
S.P.R.  20  Dec-16  Jan  (T.  Mouras,  S.  Kunzer,  m. 
ob.)  was  the  first  reported  in  the  state  since  the 
preceding  Feb.  In  addition  to  the  20  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  reported  from  fall,  25  more  were 
reported  from  Camp  Verde 
southward  (m.  ob.),  well 
above  average.  Six  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers,  casual 
in  winter,  was  a recent  high 
total:  the  ad.  male  contin- 
ued in  Green  Valley  through 
23  Feb  (m.  ob.),  with 
another  at  Kino  Springs  16 
Feb+  (RH  et  al.),  while  sin- 
gle juvs.  were  at  Pena 
Blanca  L.  9 Dec  (GHR  et 
al.),  along  the  Verde  R 19 
Dec  (TC,  tTM),  in  Nogales 
22  Dec-1  Jan  (ph.  KR  et 
al.),  and  in  lower  Miller 
Canyon  19  Dec  (JH,  SF). 

Casual  in  Arizona,  single 
Northern  (Yellow-shafted) 

Flickers  were  at  Nogales  12 
Feb  (C.  DeWaard)  and  P.A.R 
13  Feb+  (C.  Green,  m.  ob.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A Gray  Flycatcher  found  along  the  Verde  R. 
downstream  from  Camp  Verde  1 Jan  (TC)  was 
n.  of  its  normal  wintering  range.  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  found  in  higher-than-usual  fre- 
quency this  season,  with  2 at  Patagonia  L.  30 
Oct+  (R  Walsh,  C.  Benesh,  MMS,  m.  ob.),  one 
at  Portal  at  an  unusually  high  elevation  for 
winter  9 Dec  (RWe),  one  reported  near 
Tumacacori  18  Dec  (GB),  one  at  Tubac  3 Jan 
(ph.  KK),  one  located  along  the  Salt  R.  in  sw. 
Phoenix  11  Jan-15  Mar  (M.  Vandewater),  and 
one  along  the  S.C.R.  near  Rio  Rico  15  Jan-28 
Feb  (M.  Kehl  et  al.).  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
winter  regularly  in  small  numbers  at  lower  ele- 
vations, yet  23  located  on  the  Santa  Catalina 
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Mts.  C.B.C.  14  Dec  was  an  unusually  high 
count  ( fide  B.  Bates).  Other  Vermilions  of  note 
included  one  at  Prescott  19  Dec  (tCT),  pro- 
viding only  a 2nd  local  winter  record,  and  one 
from  Page  Springs  21  Dec  (RR).  Very  late,  and 
likely  wintering  locally,  was  a Cassin’s  King- 
bird at  Patagonia  1 Jan  (DT);  this  species  is 
casual  in  the  se.  during  the  winter  season. 
More  astounding  was  the  discovery  of  a Thick- 
billed Kingbird  at  Yuma  15-22  Feb  (J.  Coker; 
ph.  HD);  there  were  about  seven  previous 
records  from  the  L.C.R.V.,  four  of  which  were 
from  late  fall  and  winter. 

The  only  Northern  Shrike  reported  from 
usual  winter  localities  in  n.  Arizona  was  one 
continuing  in  the  Klethla  Valley  sw.  of  Kayenta 
through  26  Jan  (CL,  m.  ob.).  A Bell’s  Vireo  that 
lingered  late  into  the  fall  ended  up  wintering 
at  B.T.A.  and  was  heard  singing  sporadically 
through  1 Mar  (JBo  et  al.),  providing  one  of 
few  reliable  winter  records.  At  least  8 Cassin’s 
and  3 Plumbeous  Vireos  were  found  around  s. 
Arizona,  further  indicating  that  both  forms  are 
regular  in  winter.  What  appeared  to  be  a major 
corvid  flight  to  Arizona  ended  up  fizzling  out 
by  Jan,  a pattern  that  is  fairly  typical.  Steller’s 
Jays  showed  up  in  the  lowlands,  with  one  in 
Sun  City  near  Phoenix  27  Nov-2  Jan  (CT  et 
al.),  4 in  Mohave  Wash  on 
the  Bill  Williams  C.B.C.  15 
Dec  ( fide  K.  Blair),  one  in 
Dudleyville  24  Dec  (M. 
O’Brien),  and  2 in  Oro  Val- 
ley 14  Feb  (B.  Abelson). 
Pinyon  Jays  were  an 
enigma  this  winter,  with  a 
large  group  of  200+  pres- 
ent near  Parker  Canyon  L. 
15  Dec-27  Jan  (SB  et  al.) 
but  apparently  no  others 
reported.  Only  a few  West- 
ern Scrub-Jays  were 
reported  in  the  lowlands. 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  made  a 
more  impressive  move- 
ment into  the  state.  The  3 
that  appeared  in  Sawmill 
Canyon,  Huachuca  Mts. 
during  Oct  remained  there 
through  Feb,  while  2 each 
were  found  in  Mohave  Wash  on  the  Bill 
Williams  C.B.C.  15  Dec  ( fide  K.  Blair)  and  on 
the  Portal  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  LG).  A high 
count  of  20  was  tallied  in  upper  Ramsey 
Canyon  28  Dec  (fide  T.  Mouras).  American 
Crows  out  of  their  normal  range  included  one 
at  Dudleyville  4 Jan  (G.  Clark,  T.  Price)  and  2 
at  Prescott  12  Jan-8  Feb  (R.  Davis). 

At  least  9 Tree  Swallows  were  reported 
between  late  Dec  and  early  Feb,  suggesting  a 
small  number  of  overwintering  birds.  Twenty 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  in  sw. 
Phoenix  7 Dec  (TC)  was  a late  date  for  that 
number.  A single  Cliff  Swallow  at  Mittry  L.  21 
Dec  (fj.  Coker,  B.  Miller)  was  very  late;  this 
species  is  casual  at  best  during  the  winter.  Two 
at  G.ER  8 Feb  (PD)  were  likely  early  migrants. 


This  Least  Grebe,  casual  in  winter  in 
Arizona,  was  present  the  entire  winter 
at  Sweetwater  Wetlands  in  Tucson. 

Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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At  least  14  Barn  Swallows,  also  casual  in  win- 
ter, were  found  at  scattered  locations  during 
the  last  week  of  Dec,  with  only  one  bird 
detected  later,  at  Tucson  24  Jan  (L.  Liese). 
There  were  scattered  lowland  reports  of  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  from  late  Nov  to  late  Dec 
(m.  ob.)  but  none  reported  later.  Winter 
Wrens  are  irregularly  reported  in  the  state; 
therefore,  singles  in  Pasture  Canyon  19  Dec 
(CL),  at  Portal  28  Dec  (RWe),  and  at  Carefree 
30  Dec  (TC)  were  noteworthy.  A Blue-gray 

IGnatcatcher  at  Becker  L.  in  Springerville  5 Dec 
(DR)  was  extremely  late  for  n.  Arizona.  The 
pair  of  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  located  at 
Patagonia  L.  during  the  fall  (RH  et  al.) 
remained  there  the  entire  winter. 

Quite  interesting  was  the  movement  of 
Eastern  Bluebirds  into  (or  around)  Arizona 
during  the  winter.  Three  were  found  in  St. 
David  18  Dec  (ph.  SH),  where  accidental.  A 
bird  thought  to  be  of  the  e.  subspecies,  nomi- 

Inate  sialis,  was  at  Kino  Springs  near  Nogales 
16  Jan  (PEL),  and  another  3 also  identified  as 
sialis  were  at  Cow  Springs  L.  in  late  Dec  (CL), 
providing  a first  N.l.R.  report.  Finally,  5 were 
at  Wenima  Wildlife  Area  near  Springerville  24 
Jan-28  Feb  (DR).  Birds  of  Arizona  (Phillips  et 
al.)  cites  multiple  Arizona  winter  specimen 
records  for  sialis.  It  was  perhaps  the  best  year 

I in  memory  for  Rufous-backed  Robins,  with  no 
fewer  than  9 individuals  found:  the  B.T.A.  bird 
remained  through  the  winter,  and  singles  were 
in  sw.  Phoenix  14  Dec  (TC),  along  Sonoita  Cr. 
above  Patagonia  L.  15  Dec-19  Mar  (R.  Wilt), 
near  Robbins  Butte  20  Dec  (M.  Severson, /ide 
TC),  at  Calabasas  Park,  Nogales  22  Dec-1  Jan 
(KR),  on  the  Carefree  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (N. 
Shrout),  at  the  Florida  Canyon  Work  Station 
15  Jan-9  Mar  (K.  McBride  et  al.),  in  Lyle 
Canyon  15  Jan  (B.  Allan),  and  in  E.  Whitetail 
Canyon  31  Jan  (RT).  Single  Varied  Thrushes 
were  reported  from  Granite  Basin  11-19  Dec 
(CT),  Flagstaff  28  Dec-7  Feb  (D.  Herron), 
Prescott  29  Dec  (S.  Neely),  near  Carefree  30 
Dec  (W.  Thurber),  and  another  (or  possibly 
the  same  female)  from  Prescott  16  Feb  (W. 
Anderson);  this  species  is  still  considered  a 
casual  winter  visitor  to  Arizona. 

Very  unusual  in  winter,  a Gray  Catbird  was 
found  in  Ramsey  Canyon  28  Dec-5  Jan  (B. 
Stocku;  ph.  MMS).  Four  Brown  Thrashers, 
about  normal  for  a winter,  were  found:  at  the 
B.T.A.  again  all  winter,  at  Portal  28  Dec  ( fide 
LG),  in  Flagstaff  3 Jan-7  Feb  (CL),  and  at  Page 
Springs  26  Jan-16  Feb  for  the  3rd  consecutive 
winter  (RR). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Northern  Parula  continues  to  be  a rare  but  reg- 
ular winter  visitor  to  the  state,  with  one  spend- 
ing the  entire  winter  along  the  Salt  R.  in  sw. 
Phoenix  (m.  ob.),  one  at  Sycamore  Res., 
Catalina  Mts.  14  Dec  (JB°)>  one  along  the 
Verde  R.  s.  of  Hwy  87  19  Dec  (TC,  TM),  one  to 
2 along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  7 Feb  (K.  Kroe- 
sen,  S.  Wilbor),  and  one  along  Sonoita  Cr. 
above  Patagonia  L.  15  Feb  (WR).  Yellow  War- 


blers are  usually  casual  during  the  winter;  this 
year,  at  least  6 were  found  at  scattered  locali- 
ties, mostly  in  mid-Dec,  suggesting  lingering 
fall  birds,  but  at  least  one  was  present  during 
mid-winter,  along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  23  Jan 
(RH).  A Magnolia  Warbler  at  Topock  2 Dec 
(tMMS,  MPo)  represented  one  of  the  few  win- 
ter reports  ever  for  the  state.  Palm  Warblers 
have  been  appearing  more  frequently  in  recent 
years,  but  winter  reports  are  still  few;  this  year, 
one  was  at  Golden  Shores  2 Dec  (tMMS, 
MPo),  one  was  found  at  Kino  Springs  13 
Dec-21  Mar  (H.  Bergtholdt  et  al;  ph.  KK),  and 
one  was  at  Roll  9 Jan  (CW).  Seven  Black-and- 
white  Warblers,  perhaps  a few  more  than 
usual,  were  found  this  winter.  American  Red- 
starts, also  rare  but  regular,  were  reported  from 
Rio  Rico  21  Dec  (GB)  and  near  Robbins  Butte 
27  Dec  (TC).  The  usual  number  of  Louisiana 
Waterthrushes  was  found,  with  the  one  along 
the  S.PR.  continuing  through  23  Feb  (P. 
Walsh,  m.  ob.),  and  up  to  2 along  Sonoita  Cr. 
above  Patagonia  L.  all  winter  (SH,  WR  et  al.). 
A Wilson’s  Warbler  at  Patagonia  L.  1 Dec  (MPo 
et  al.)  might  be  considered  a late  migrant, 
whereas  one  along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  23  Jan 
(RH)  and  another  (or  the  same)  along  a differ- 
ent section  of  the  river  7 Feb  (K.  Kroesen,  S. 
Wilbor)  likely  wintered  locally.  Amazingly,  the 
pair  of  Rufous-capped  Warblers  continued  to 
be  reported  all  winter  from  now-famous 
French  Joe  Canyon,  where  they  appear  to  have 
taken  up  residency  (RH  et  al.). 

A male  Hepatic  Tanager  was  reported  from 
the  S.C.R.  in  Tucson  7 Feb  (T.  Martin  et  al.), 
an  odd  locality  for  a wintering  bird.  A male 
Summer  Tanager  in  Tucson  1 7 Dec  (JH)  was 
thought  to  be  an  “eastern”  bird.  The  bird  of 
the  season  was  certainly  the  female  Eastern 
Towhee  attending  a Flagstaff  feeder  15  Dec+ 
(ph.  JC),  providing  what  is  certainly  the  west- 
ernmost record  for  the  U.S.  and  only  the  2nd 
for  Arizona.  American  Tree  Sparrow  was  once 
thought  to  be  a rare  but  regular  winter  visitor 
in  n.  Arizona,  particularly  near  Springerville, 
yet  very  few  recent  sightings  have  occurred; 
this  winter,  one  was  present  at  Wenima 
Wildlife  Area  11  Dec-10  Feb,  with  another 
present  there  25  Jan  (DR  et  al.),  and  2-3  were 
reported  from  Pasture  Canyon  26  Dec-18  Jan 
(CL  et  al.).  A Chipping  Sparrow  at  Overgaard 
22  Jan  (K.  Penland)  represented  one  of  the 
few  winter  reports  ever  from  n.  Arizona.  A 
very  cooperative  Clay-colored  Sparrow  was 
present  in  Tucson  15  Dec-7  Feb  (ph.  RH), 
while  others  reported  included  one  near 
Sierra  Vista  1 Jan  (SH)  and  another  in  Sabino 
Canyon  10  Jan-28  Feb  OLD  et  al.).  Outside 
the  normal  winter  range  in  Arizona,  a 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at  Roll  9 Jan  (PEL, 
CW).  Including  the  roughly  20  Fox  Sparrows 
found  statewide  during  the  fall  season,  more 
than  45  Fox  Sparrows  were  found  between 
Oct  2002  and  Jan  2003,  certainly  an  unprece- 
dented number.  Of  this  high  count,  no  fewer 
than  8 were  identified  as  Sooty  and  4 as  Red. 
The  rest,  roughly  75%,  were  determined  to  be 
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the  Rocky  Mountain  form,  Slate-colored  (with 
a few  unidentified  to  form).  Even  though  few 
of  these  individuals  were  actually  docu- 
mented and  identification  can  be  tricky 
between  the  various  forms,  a year  such  as  this 
certainly  sheds  insight  into  the  status  of  the 
various  forms  occurring  in  Arizona.  At  least 
10  Swamp  Sparrows  were  found  statewide, 
the  most  significant  coming  from  Pasture 
Canyon  in  n.  Arizona  19  Dec-22  Jan  (CL), 
where  casual.  About  20  White-throated  Spar- 
rows, a higher-than-usual  number,  were 
found  this  season.  Single  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  at  Gisela  26  Dec  (JE),  near  Cook’s  L.  4 
Jan  (TC),  and  along  the  S.C.R.  in  Marana  24 
Feb-15  Mar  (A.  Morgan;  ph.  KK).  Six 
Golden-crowned  Sparrows,  about  normal  for 
a winter,  were  reported;  one  sighting  from 
Pasture  Canyon  10-22  Jan  (CL  et  al.)  pro- 
vided only  a 2nd  N.l.R.  record. 

Indigo  Buntings,  casual  in  the  state  in  win- 
ter, were  at  Madera  Canyon  14  Dec  (GB)  and 
along  the  S.C.R.  near  Marana  8 Feb  (RH).  Sin- 
gle Rusty  Blackbirds,  still  a “review  species,” 
were  in  Pasture  Canyon  26  Dec-10  Jan  (CL, 
ph.  MMS  et  al.)  and  Ganado  L.  22  Jan  (TPEL). 
An  Orchard  Oriole,  casual  in  the  state  at  any 
season,  was  along  the  S.C.R.  8-15  Feb  (ph.  RH 
et  al).  More  interesting  was  a deep-orange 
Hooded  Oriole  at  Tumacacori  20  Dec  (G.  Mar- 
tinez; ph.  RH,  MMS,  MPo),  clearly  not  of  the 
breeding  race  found  in  Arizona.  This,  as  far  as 
we  could  tell,  was  a first  Arizona  record  of  a 
non-breeding  form,  details  of  which  will  be 
published  elsewhere.  A “normal”  Hooded  Ori- 
ole, also  casual  in  winter,  was  in  ne.  Tucson  9 
Dec  (K.  Englander).  Wintering  Bullock’s  Ori- 
oles were  reported  from  Prescott  18  Dec-9  Jan 
(D.  Moll,  CT)  and,  for  the  3rd  consecutive 
winter,  from  Continental  5-20  Feb  (K. 
McBride). 

Scattered  Cassin’s  Finches  were  reported 
from  lowland  localities,  mostly  appearing  in 
Jan.  This  was  clearly  one  of  the  better  years  in 
recent  memory  for  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  in 
s.  Arizona,  with  hundreds  present  at  numer- 
ous localities  in  the  S.C.R.  Valley  between  Tuc- 
son and  Nogales;  a high  count  of  747  was 
reported  on  the  Tucson  C.B.C.  15  Dec  (m. 
ob.). 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Most  reporters  shared  similar  obser- 
vations about  this  winter,  namely 
that  conditions  aligned  perfectly 
for  one  the  Region’s  most  exciting  in 
decades.  Continued  mild  conditions  from 
the  fall  extended  well  into  the  new  year,  and 
with  a few  brief  exceptions,  winter  tempera- 
tures hovered  at  and  beyond  record  highs  all 
season.  Snow  accumulations  south  of  the 
Alaska  Range  were  brief,  intermittent,  or 
completely  lacking,  especially  after  an 
unusual  due-north  jetstream  flow  brought 
rain  and  +40°F  to  the  Region’s  south  half 
sporadically  through  the  season.  What  tran- 
spired all  season  were  multiple  reports  of 
extremely  late  out-migrants,  unusual  and 
widespread  tallies  of  semi-hardy,  irregular 
winter  species,  new  winter  high  counts  of 
rare  forms,  and  more  than  the  typical  few 
out-of-season  rarities.  Indeed,  the  C.B.C. 
season  collected  a new  all-time  high  144 
species,  with  new  one-day  high  counts  rec- 
ognized for  14  species.  Virtually  all  sections 
of  the  Region  were  productive,  except,  of 
course,  for  the  North  Slope,  where  darkness 
and  extensive  cold  preclude  the  presence  of 
nearly  all  bird  species  after  November. 

Abbreviations:  North  Gulf  (n.  Gulf  of 
Alaska);  SE  (Southeast  Alaska);  U.C.l. 
(Upper  Cook  Inlet).  Referenced  details  (t), 
specimens  (*),  photographs  (ph.),  digital 
photographs  (dph.),  and  videotape  (vt.)  are 
on  file  at  the  University  of  Alaska  Museum. 
Italicized  place  names  denote  especially 
unusual  locations  for  the  noted  species. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Perhaps  because  of  mild  conditions,  excep- 
tional loon  concentrations  were  lacking  this 
season.  Noteworthy  was  a lingering  Pacific 
Loon  near  Nome  15  Dec  ( fide  RLS),  possible 
probably  because  of  a delayed  Bering  Sea  ice 
advance.  Small  numbers  of  Pacific  Loons 
occasionally  occur  in  the  s.  Bering  Sea  each 
winter.  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  well  repre- 
sented, with  3 around  Ketchikan  1 Jan — 7 
Feb  (SCH,  AWP)  and  a single  offshore  at 
Sitka  4 Dec+  (MLW,  MET).  Of  the  handful 
of  Western  Grebe  accounts,  a single  n.  of 
Juneau  5-6  Feb  (RJG)  was  the  winter’s 
northernmost.  Rare  to  inside  waters  in  SE,  a 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  wandered  inshore  near 
Ketchikan  15  Dec  (JL,  fide  SCH).  A non- 
birder provided  a convincing  description  of 
a Brown  Pelican  from  Vallenar  Bay  near 
Ketchikan  21  Dec  (LJ,  fide  SCH),  which  will 
be  added  to  the  Alaska  Unsubstantiated  List 
should  the  review  committee  agree.  Appar- 
ently this  find  coincided  with  a huge  post- 
breeding dispersal  season  up  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  Scattered  singles  and 
pairs  of  Brandt’s  Cormorants  were  noted  28 
Dec — 3 Feb  (SCH,  AWP)  on  islets  and  bay 
mouths  between  Ketchikan  and  Annette  I., 
the  Region’s  regular  outpost  for  this 
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extremely  rare  and  local  resident.  The  sea- 
son’s high  count  for  Great  Blue  Herons 
reached  an  average  22  from  Cordova  14  Dec 
(fide  RLS). 

Waterfowl  highlights  included  late  dates, 
atypically  high  numbers,  and  broad  distribu- 
tion of  the  less-common  and  irregular 
species.  Notably  rare  or  extralimital  in  win- 
ter, or  late-migrants,  were:  a single  tardy 
Snow  Goose  from  Kodiak,  a first  in  winter 
there,  where  it  lingered  to  22+  Dec  (RAM), 
at  least  2 Trumpeter  Swans  in  ice-free  sec- 
tions of  Upper  Trail  L.  at  Moose  Pass  on  the 
Kenai  Pen.  to  at  least  30  Jan  (RLS),  2 Tufted 
Ducks  in  Dutch  Harbor  20  Dec+  (SG),  and  2 
King  Eiders  and  a single  Common  Eider 
near  Nome  to  14  Dec  ( fide  RLS),  where  both 
species  are  casual  after  Nov,  and  a drake 
King  Eider  into  SE  at  Petersburg  5-14  Feb 
(dph.  RL).  An  exceptional  winter  season 
tally  was  the  peak  count  of  264  American 
Wigeon  from  the  Juneau  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide 
SZ).  Record  high  for  the  Region  counts  and 
most  widely-ever  dispersed  Green-winged 
Teal  were  represented  by  peaks  of  25  in 
Ketchikan  1-7  Feb  (SCH),  131  at  Cordova 
14  Dec  (fide  RLS),  and  86  around  Juneau  to 
24  Jan  (SZ),  with  another  single  n.  to 
Anchorage  all  season  (m.  ob.).  Rarer  Aythya 
accounts  mirrored  the  dabbler  tallies  and 
distribution,  probably  supplemented  by  late- 
departing  birds,  including  Redheads  at 
Homer,  with  up  to  4 there  12-14  Dec  (GVB), 
a single  at  Gustavus  through  Dec  (BP,  ND, 
PV),  and  a single  at  Sitka,  which  wintered  to 
11  Feb+  (MLW,  MET).  The  highest-ever 
winter  peak  was  of  76  Ring-necked  Ducks  at 
Bartlett  L.  near  Glacier  Bay  N.M.  through 
Dec  (BP),  while  maxima  for  Lesser  Scaup 
came  in  at  73,  also  at  Bartlett  L.  through  Dec 
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(BP);  another  18  were  at  Kodiak  11  Dec 
(RAM).  A surprise  peak  of  24  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers was  counted  near  Ketchikan  7 Feb 
(SCH). 

Typical  for  milder  seasons,  raptors  were 
better  represented  than  usual,  with  Northern 
Harriers  most  widespread,  including  2 at  the 
Palmer  Hayflats  15  Dec+  (tRW),  where 
there  are  only  a few  U.C.L  records  after  mid- 
Nov,  2 at  Gustavus  also  14  Dec  (BP),  and 
singles  near  Juneau  29  Dec — 2 Jan  (BA, 
GVY  SZ)  and  Kodiak  20  Jan  (SS,  RAM). 
Harriers  are  sporadic  in  winter,  especially 
after  mid-Dec,  only  at  the  Kodiak  grass- 
lands. An  expected  few  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks  spent  the  winter  at  North  Gulf  and 
SE  locales,  with  the  single  n.  at  Trapper  Cr. 
19  Feb  (DP)  being  most  unusual.  Single 
post-Dec  Rough-legged  Hawks  were 
described  from  Sitka  13  Jan  (MLW,  MET), 
where  casual,  and  from  Kodiak  16  Jan 
(RAM).  Totally  unexpected  was  the  Region’s 
2nd  ever  winter  (and  4th  overall)  Virginia 
Rail,  found  in  sedge  margins  along  the 
Salmon  R.  near  Gustavus  16-20  Feb  (tND, 
dph.  PV).  Alaska’s  first  was  a carcass  found 
on  Prince  of  Wales  1.  in  s.  SE  in  late  winter 
1986.  Equally  rare  for  winter  was  a reason- 
ably well-described  and  possibly  late- 
migrant  Sora  from  Kruzof  I.  off  Sitka  29  Dec 
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(tRN  et  al.).  Also  tardy  were  2 rare  Dec 
Sandhill  Cranes  offshore  at  Sitka  through  16 
Dec  (MLW,  MET). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

As  with  the  waterfowl  for  this  mild  winter,  a 
few  exceptional  shorebirds  managed  to 
linger  or  winter  in  above-average  numbers, 
mainly  from  SE,  including  a hardy  Black-bel- 
lied Plover  in  Ketchikan  24  Dec — 14  Feb 
(SCH),  which  was  a local  first  and  one  of  few 
for  the  Region  in  winter.  The  season  also 
saw  record-high  Killdeer  totals,  with  20 
around  Juneau  13-14  Dec  (RJG,  SZ  et  al.),  9 
in  Ketchikan  to  16  Feb  (RS),  and  up  to  4 in 
Gustavus  through  8 Feb  (ND,  PV).  Able  to 
linger  well  beyond  more  normal  early-Nov 
late  departures  were  a single  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Juneau  7-21  Jan  (RJG,  EC,  GW, 
SZ),  one  of  few  “true”  Alaska  winter  records, 
and  a Spotted  Sandpiper  in  Ketchikan  1 Dec 
(SCH).  Sanderlings  wintered  in  above-aver- 
age numbers  with  other  calidrids  at  tradi- 
tional sites,  with  a single  in  Ketchikan  6-12 
Jan  (SCH)  more  unusual  and  only  the  2nd 
local  winter  report.  Cook  Inlet  Rock  Sand- 
piper concentrations  ranged  in  peak  counts 
from  11,061  on  26  Dec  to  15,565  on  26  Feb 
(REG),  mainly  from  the  n.  and  w.  shores  of 
Cook  Inlet.  Probably  due  to  the  mainly  ice- 
free  mid-season  conditions,  a feeding  flock  of 
1800+  Rock  Sandpipers  worked  the  unfrozen 
substrate  at  the  mouth  of  Turnagain  Arm  17 
Feb  (TT),  the  first  ever  eastside  U.C.I.  winter 
report.  Of  the  above-average  Wilson’s  Snipe 
reports,  12  was  the  seasons  near- record  peak 
at  Ketchikan  8 Dec  (SCH),  which  certainly 
included  late-lingering  migrants.  Following 
late  Ketchikan  area  fall  reports,  a single  and 
then  2 Red  Phalaropes  fed  inshore  near 
Ketchikan  after  two  storms  31  Dec  and  6 Jan 
(tSCH,  AWP).  1 am  unaware  of  any  other 
post-Dec  winter  reports  for  Alaska. 

The  pattern  of  gull  timing  and  distribution 
followed  that  of  the  other  waterbirds,  with 
late  migrants  lingering  in  SE.  Notable  in  this 
pattern  were  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  the 
Ketchikan  area,  where  there  are  occasional 
early  Dec  reports,  with  at  least  42  still  pres- 
ent on  the  waterfront  through  28  Dec  (SCH). 
Still  not  annual  in  winter,  Ring-billed  Gull 
accounts  included  a single  ad.  in  Ketchikan 
31  Jan  (tSCH),  a first  in  winter  there,  and  2 
around  Juneau  6-7  Jan  (RJG,  GW).  A local 
food  source  concentrated  approximately 
1000  Thayer’s  Gulls  in  Ketchikan’s  Tongass 
Narrows  6 Jan  (SCH),  the  season’s  high  one- 
day  maximum.  Of  the  below-average  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  reports,  only  an  ad.  on  the 
Homer  Spit  28  Feb  was  unusual  (RES). 
Gulls  continued  into  Dec  in  U.C.I.  at 
Anchorage  for  the  first  time  in  over  a decade, 
with  latest  to  14  Dec  (m.  ob.),  including  2 
Mews,  3 Herring,  and  9 Glaucous-wingeds 
off  Anchorage.  Winter  alcid  concentrations 


went  mostly  undetected,  save  for  Common 
Murres  between  Ketchikan  and  Annette  I., 
where  two  aggregations  produced  rather 
high  inshore  counts  of  980  and  2500  on  28 
Dec  (SCH,  AWP).  Otherwise  alcids  went 
unmentioned  except  for  2 Cassin’s  Auklets 
inshore  at  the  lower  end  of  Clarence  Strait 
near  Ketchikan  24  Dec  (SCH),  and  3 
Whiskered  Auklets  from  off  Dutch  Harbor 
14  Dec  (no  details;  fide  RLS). 

OWLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Three  Northern  Pygmy-Owls  in  the 
Ketchikan  area  all  season  (SCH,  AWP)  rep- 
resented the  season’s  maximum.  A fresh 
Long-eared  Owl  carcass  picked  up  in  Gus- 
tavus 1 Feb  (*BP),  became  the  Region’s  2nd 
specimen,  about  the  5th  record  overall,  and 
the  first  in  winter;  all  previous  records  are 
from  SE.  The  Juneau  feeder  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird, which  arrived  in  mid-Oct, 
remained  until  25  Dec  (GW),  the  season’s 
only  report.  Observers  submitted  few 
Northern  Flicker  reports  away  from  the 
usual  s.  SE  zone  around  Ketchikan,  where 
they  are  annual,  and  where  this  winters  peak 
reached  an  above-average  11  all  season. 
Essentially  all  of  these  were  intergrades 
(SCH,  AWP).  Forty-five  Northwestern 
Crows  wandered  inland  and  up  the  Kenai  R. 
and  spent  most  of  the  season  at  Soldotna 
( fide  JS),  where  this  strictly  coastal  forest 
form  is  casual.  This  year’s  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  C.B.C.  summaries  continued  the 
picture  of  a population  possibly  expanding 
n.  of  and  beyond  the  traditional  North 
Gulf/U.C.I.  populations,  highlighted  by 
mid-Dec  counts  of  23  in  Eagle  River,  42  in 
the  Mat-Su  Valley,  and  an  amazing  33  well  n. 
to  Trapper  Cr.  (DFD,  RW,  DP,  RLS).  One  in 
Denali  N.R  and  4 on  the  Fairbanks  C.B.C.s 
also  in  mid-Dec  were  even  more  unusual 
within  and  n.  of  the  Alaska  Range. 

Mountain  Bluebirds  made  news  from  two 
sites,  with  2 located  on  the  sw.  side  of 
Kodiak  12  Jan  (dph.  RAM),  that  island 
group’s  first  ever,  and  a group  of  5 noted  in 
Gustavus  14  Jan  (dph.  ND,  PV).  This  rare  e. 
Interior  breeder  is  irregular  in  fall  from  the 
SE  mainland,  with  most  records  from  Nov. 
No  doubt  surviving  because  of  no  snow  and 
mild  conditions,  an  imm.  Swainson’s 
Thrush  was  nevertheless  unexpected  in 
Anchorage  14  Dec  (ITT),  Alaska’s  first  ever 
past  early  Nov.  It  was  not  located  thereafter, 
as  a snowy  cold  snap  ensued.  Four  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  reported  from  mid-Dec 
C.B.C.s  at  Juneau  and  Sitka  (2  each;  fide 
RLS),  but  a single  at  Ketchikan  22  Jan  (TG, 
SCH)  was  the  only  later  one.  Very  small 
numbers  of  this  berry-gleaner  linger  into 
early  Dec,  mainly  in  SE  in  extremely  mild 
fall  seasons.  Surprisingly  few  American 
Robins  were  included  in  the  season’s  reports, 
especially  past  Dec,  with  45  the  early-season 


peak  at  Seward  28  Dec  (fide  RLS).  Another 
18-20  remained  in  Anchorage-area  neigh- 
borhoods through  the  season  (DWS,  RLS, 
TT),  while  a single  survived  well  n.  in  Tal- 
keetna,  where  casual,  to  27  Feb+  (DP).  Var- 
ied Thrushes  were  more  noteworthy  and 
present  in  above-average  numbers  from 
most  of  the  Region’s  s.  half,  highlighted  by 
75+  in  Sitka  through  late  Dec  (MLW,  MET) 
and  a C.B.C.  tally  of  462  from  the  s.  side  of 
Kodiak  in  late  Dec  (RAM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FRINGILLIDS 

Indicative  of  the  mild  early  season,  I 
received  warbler  accounts  for  four  species — 
when  none  would  be  typical.  Single  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  were  noted  from 
Ketchikan  2-14  Dec  (SCH)  and  at  Homer  15 
Dec  (HR,  MR),  both  first  local  Dec  sightings, 
and  one  of  few  for  the  Region  past  late  Nov. 
Unprecedented  was  a tardy  Yellow  Warbler 
described  from  Ketchikan  5 Dec  (tSCH, 
AWP),  the  Region’s  first  ever  in  Dec  and  one 
of  only  a few  past  late  Oct.  Following  those 
were  multiple  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  the 
most  ever  for  Dec,  including  singles  in 
Anchorage  14  Dec  (fide  DFD,  ph.)  and  n. 
near  Palmer  15  Dec  (RW  ph.),  about  the  5th 
ever  for  U.C.I.,  plus  2 in  Ketchikan  14-20 
Dec  (SCH).  Totally  unexpected  and  possibly 
the  latest  ever  in  the  Region  were  2 different 
Palm  Warblers  around  Ketchikan  8-19  Dec 
and  13  Dec  (ph.,  TAWP,  SCH).  Nearly  all  of 
the  Region’s  reports  originate  from  late  Sep 
through  Oct. 

The  fall  season’s  Juneau-area  Spotted 
Towhee  remained  at  its  favored  feeder 
through  the  period,  the  first  of  the  very  few 
Alaska  records  to  winter  successfully  (BA, 
PS  et  al.).  Late  migrant  and/or  attempting- 
to-winter  Savannah  Sparrows  were  discov- 
ered at  Homer  14  Dec+  (one  bird)  and  at 
Juneau,  with  at  least  6 on  the  same  date  (fide 
RLS).  As  abundant  as  the  Alaska  popula- 
tions are,  Savannah  Sparrows  are  notori- 
ously efficient  in  their  southbound  depar- 
tures and  typically  virtually  absent  after  mid- 
Nov.  Three  different  Swamp  Sparrows  sur- 
faced late  in  the  Ketchikan  area,  including 
the  earlier  reported  fall  bird,  which 
remained  to  11  Dec.  Two  others  were  spo- 
radically seen  to  only  16  Jan  (ph.  SCH, 
TAWP).  These  bring  the  Ketchikan  Swamp 
Sparrow  total  to  12  records,  mostly  between 
12  Oct  and  late  Jan,  which  makes  up  the 
majority  of  the  Region’s  records.  Zonotrichia 
sparrows  were  surprisingly  under-repre- 
sented in  this  mild  season,  perhaps  because 
they  were  dispersed  and  surviving  just  fine 
in  open  habitats.  Exceptions  were  a group 
of  8+  White-crowned  Sparrows  associated 
with  a Homer  feeder  in  Feb  (TT,  LJO),  and 
up  to  6 on  the  Palmer  area  C.B.C.  15  Dec 
(fide  RW).  Only  a single  White-throated 
Sparrow  was  located,  in  Ketchikan,  15 


Dec — Mar  (JK,  SCH,  AWP).  And  only  a sin- 
gle Harris’s  Sparrow  came  forward,  at  Gus- 
tavus  1-8  Dec  (BP).  Average -sized  small 
groups  of  Dark-eyed  Juncos  formed  through 
the  season  at  most  larger  towns  s.  of  the 
Alaska  Range.  One  such  flock  of  19 
included  2 oreganus  birds  in  Girdwood  17 
Feb  (TT).  This  coastal  rainforest  race 
remains  casual  inland  and  away  from  the 
North  Gulf  Coast. 

Unseasonal  Lapland  Longspurs  included 
singles  described  at  the  Nome  beaches  14 
Dec  ( fide  RLS)  and  at  Gustavus  22  Jan — 16 
Feb  (ND,  PV).  A few  singles  manage  to 
linger  most  years  into  early  Dec,  but  there 
area  few  midwinter  reports.  Out  of  the  blue, 
and  later  than  the  typical  fall  pattern,  was  a 
very  pale  Western  Meadowlark  in 
Ketchikan  8 Dec+,  one  of  few  ever  that 
stayed  the  season.  Another  single  Purple 
Finch  was  found  5 Dec+  at  Ketchikan  feed- 
ers, where  nearly  all  of  the  Region’s  winter 
reports  have  come.  Red  Crossbills  were 
widespread  and  locally  common  within  the 
coastal  Sitka  Spruce-Western  Hemlock 
forests,  w.  to  Kodiak  and  onto  the  Kenai 
Pen.,  including  good  numbers  in  Seward 
and  a few  in  the  Girdwood  Valley  17  Feb 
(TT).  Alaska’s  4th  American  Goldfinch 
(and  first  in  winter)  took  up  residence  at  a 
Homer  west-end  feeder  12  Feb — 12  Mar+ 
(MK,  GJT,  dph.  DWS  et  ah).  Of  the  previous 
state  reports,  which  came  from  spring  and 
late  summer,  only  one  was  documented  with 
photographs.  A bright  male  Eurasian 
Bullfinch  took  advantage  of  a Nome  feeder 
from  late  Dec  through  at  least  9 Jan  ( fide 
DDG,  dph.  DS).  There  is  a handful  of  win- 
ter reports  scattered  across  the  w.  Alaska 
taiga,  where  the  type  specimen  for  this  race 
was  first  taken.  The  fall  season’s  2 Ketchikan 
area  House  Sparrows  remained  at  a feeder 

| there  to  9 Dec  OK,  SCH). 
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It  was  very  mild  for  the  first  half  of  the 
period  for  the  whole  Region  and  then 
progressively  colder  for  the  northern 
parts  during  the  latter  half,  as  Arctic  air 
gradually  worked  its  way  in  from  the 
northeast.  There  were  few  coastal  storms, 
as  most  tracked  northward  into  Alaskan 
waters.  As  expected,  the  mild  start  resulted 
in  new  records  of  birds  lingering  farther 
north  than  usual,  especially  waterbirds,  as 
many  larger  lakes  remained  open  until 
mid-December,  and  raptors,  as  snowpacks 
were  minimal  right  across  the  Region  until 
the  first  snowstorm  the  third  week  of  Jan- 
uary. 

Redpolls  were  conspicuous  by  their  rela- 
tive absence  until  after  the  northern  freeze- 
up.  This  was  a winter  without  any  winter 
finch  incursions,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  a 
southward  movement  of  owls.  The  mild 
weather  resulted  in  five  new  winter  records 
for  the  Yukon.  Again  this  winter,  Barn  Swal- 
lows arrived  in  late  winter  in 
unprecedented  numbers. 


Abbreviations:  EG.  (Prince 
George),  P.G.N.C.  (RG.  Nat- 
uralists Club);  Q.C.l  (Queen 
Charlotte  Is.),  Whse. 
(Whitehorse,  Yukon). 


LOONS  THROUGH 
WATERFOWL 

Yellow-billed  Loons  have 
been  reported  with  increas- 
ing frequency  in  the  inte- 
rior: a single  was  on  Osoy- 
oos  L.  23  Feb  (CC,  RJC, 


RC);  one  was  on  L.  Laberge 
12  Dec  (BD,  HG)  for  a first 
Yukon  winter  record. 

Pacific  Loons  remained  late, 
with  2 on  L.  Laberge  1 Dec 
(BD  et  al.)  for  a first  Yukon 
winter  record.  For  the  3rd 
year  in  a row,  an  ad.  Pied-billed  Grebe  was 
along  the  Crooked  R.,  100  km  n.  of  P.G.,  12 
Jan  (P.G.N.C.).  An  Eared  Grebe,  very  rare 
in  the  s.  interior  in  winter,  was  on  Nicola  L. 
11  Jan  (WW).  A Great  Egret  was  60  km  w. 


- 


of  Terrace  13  Jan  (VG),  well  n.  of  normal;  it 
remained  for  two  weeks.  Many  lakes,  nor- 
mally frozen  during  C.B.C.  season, 
remained  open;  and  thus  waterfowl  were 
up  in  number  and  diversity  (Table  1).  A 
Bewick’s  Swan  was  at  the  e.  end  of 
Nicomen  1.  12  Jan  (JV  et  al.). 


RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Red-tailed  Hawks  lingered  late  in  the  n-cen. 
interior,  with  the  most  notable  being  2 at  the 
EG.  airport  15  Dec  (RG.N.C.),  the  first  on 


the  local  C.B.C.  since  1989.  An  imm.  dark- 
morph  Harlans  Hawk,  a Yukon  winter  first, 
was  seen  along  the  North  Klondike  Hwy. 
near  Whse.  23-24  Dec  (KO  et  al.).  As  noted 
in  the  fall,  Rough-legged  Hawk  distribution 
was  unusual;  they  not  only  arrived  late,  they 
stayed  n.  longer  than  usual,  as  evidenced  by 
the  record  11  on  the  RG.  C.B.C.  15  Dec 
(RG.N.C.)  and  the  5 on  the  Fort  St.  James 
C.B.C.  4 Jan  (m.  ob.).  Single  imm.  Golden 
Eagles,  casual  in  winter  in  the  Yukon,  were 
in  Whse.  24  Dec  (BD),  at  the  Tagish  dump  3 
Jan,  and  at  the  Takhini  Hot  Springs  near 
Whse.  4 Feb  (LC).  An  American  Kestrel  was 
very  late  at  McBride  3 &r  15  Dec  (ES). 

A Virginia  Rail  furnished  a 2nd  winter 
record  for  the  Williams  L.  area  13  Jan  (PR, 
AR).  Sandhill  Cranes  were  well  out  of  place 
in  the  Kootenays,  with  one  near  Nakusp  late 
Nov  to  mid-Dec  (OH)  and  another  at  Slocan 
Park  22  Dec  (GH).  A Marbled  Godwit  found 
16  Dec  at  Charlotte,  Q.C.L  (BE)  furnished  a 
first  winter  record  for  the  islands.  Dunlin  are 
very  rare  in  the  interior  during  winter.  Two 
furnished  a first  winter  record  at  Williams  L. 

4 Dec  (KA),  and 


This  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Vernon, 
British  Columbia  8 December  2002  to  at  least  15 
February  2003  (here)  furnished  a second  Okanagan 
record  and  a first  Christmas  Bird  Count  record  for 
British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Donald  G.  Cecile. 


Vernon  had  a single 
at  Head  of  the  Lake 
13  Feb+  (BC  et  al.). 
The  late-fall  Red 
Phalarope  mini- 
invasion of  the  s. 
coast  continued  into 
Dec:  a conservative 
count  of  25  off  the 
Ogden  Pt.  Breakwa- 
ter, Victoria  20  Dec 
(m.  ob.);  a single  at 
the  base  of  the 
Tsawwassen  Jetty  15 
Dec  (ph.  FB);  and  at 
Tofino,  8 on  15  Dec; 
5 on  17  Dec;  8 on  28 
Dec;  and  a single  2- 
5 Jan  (AD,  GB).  The 
largest  group  was  of 
30  at  a fish  farm  at 
Sulphur  Pass  in 
early  Jan,  with  a few  remaining  there  to  29 
Jan  (JuB).  A Wandering  Tattler,  very  rare  in 
winter,  was  in  Victoria  at  Odgen  Pt.  3 Dec+; 
this  young  bird  challenged  birders’  knowl- 
edge of  tattler  identification. 
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GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Mew  Gull,  rare  away  from  the  coast,  was 
at  Nelson  25  Dec — 1 Jan  (EM,  RWr).  An  ad. 
Herring  Gull,  a Yukon  winter  first,  was  on  L. 
Laberge  1 Dec  (BD,  CE,  HG).  Iceland  Gulls 
continue  to  be  reported  with  increasing  fre- 
quency. An  ad.  was  at  the  landfill  in  Delta  22 
Dec — 12  Jan  (ph.  RTo),  a first-basic  bird 
there  22  Feb  (JJ,  RTo),  while  a second-basic 
bird  was  at  Lost  Lagoon,  Vancouver  26  Dec 
(tTG).  The  Regions  6th  and  7th  records  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  included  a first- 
winter  bird  in  Vernon  8 Dec — 15  Feb  (ph., 
tDGC,  m.  ob.)  and  an  ad.  (possibly  the  same 
bird  since  winter  2000-2001)  in  Delta  8 Dec 
(tRTo,  tMMe  et  al.)  and  31  Jan  (RTo,JF).  An 
ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  in  Delta  5 Dec 
(tRTo).  Yukon  winter  records  of  Glaucous 
Gull  more  than  doubled:  an  ad.  was  on  L. 
Laberge  1 Dec  (BD,  CE,  HG),  another  ad. 
was  in  Whse.  31  Dec  (CE),  and  an  unaged 
bird  was  in  Silver  City  14-15  Jan  (LH,  JS) 
and  possibly  the  same  bird  at  the  Destruc- 


tion Bay  dump  16  Jan  (MF).  Cassin’s  Auklets 
rarely  wander  to  inshore  waters,  so  finding 
an  ad  15  Jan  (ph.  RB)  swimming  in  the 
Fraser  R.  in  Surrey  was  a surprise. 

Rarely  encountered  this  far  n.  in  winter,  a 
juv.  Barn  Owl  was  captured  in  Lumby  19 
Dec  (CM)  and  sent  to  a rehabilitation  center. 
An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  survived  in 
Smithers  at  an  artifically-warmed  feeder 
until  7 Feb  (ph.  GG);  another  flew  over 
downtown  PG.  3 Jan  (JB).  Perhaps  the  earli- 
est returning  Rufous  Hummingbird  ever  was 
along  the  Juan  de  Fuca  Trail  near  Botanical 
Beach  8 Feb  (MGS,  CSh). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rarely  encountered  during  winter  in  the 
Kootenays,  a Lewis  Woodpecker  was  in 
Salmo  12  Jan  (DH).  An  imm.  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  was  in  Surrey  29  Dec  (TRF,  tJF), 
Vancouver’s  8th  record.  Single  Northern 
Shrikes,  rare  in  winter  in  the  Yukon,  were 
at:  Haines  Junction  27  Dec  (CD,  LD), 


Whse./Riverdale  6 Jan  (AS),  and  Horse  Cr., 
L.  Laberge  area  24  Jan — 21  Feb  (KO). 
American  Crows  were  very  late  in  Dawson 
Cr.,  where  69  remained  4 Jan  (MP).  Violet- 
green  Swallows  arrived  in  the  lower  main- 
land 2 Feb  (RT),  well  ahead  of  schedule  but 
amazingly  behind  Barn  Swallows  (Table  2)! 
Typically,  Violet-greens  arrive  40-50  days 
ahead  of  Barn  Swallows.  Even  Cliff  Swal- 
lows were  40  days  ahead  of  schedule,  with 
singles  at  Iona  29  Jan  (RTo)  and  Burnaby  L. 
25  Feb  (DP).  Tree  Swallows  did  not  arrive 
until  23  Feb  at  Reifel  (JI). 

Rock  Wrens  are  very  rarely  encountered 
in  winter  in  the  n.  Okanagan,  where  one  was 
present  15-16  Dec  (GSD  et  al.)  in  Vernon. 
An  astounding  149  American  Dippers  were 
tallied  on  the  Lilloet  C.B.C.  (m.  ob.).  Very 
rare  in  winter  in  the  Okanagan,  a Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  was  in  Kelowna  9-11  Jan 
(CC).  An  ad.  male  Hooded  Warbler  fur- 
nished the  Region’s  3rd  record  when  discov- 
ered on  the  Duncan  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (MMG, 


Table  1 . Late  waterfowl  records  in  British  Columbia  and  Yukon  Territory,  winter  2002-2003. 


SPECIES 

NUMBER 

DATE 

LOCATION 

OBSERVERS 

Trumpeter  Swan 

13 

3 Dec 

Johnson's  Crossing,  YT 

HG 

7 

4-16  Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

BD,  HG 

1 

9 Dec 

Tagish,  YT 

HG 

12 

10  Dec 

Haines  Junction,  YT 

LHo 

6 

21-22  Dec 

Lewes  Dam,  YT 

HG,  CE 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

16  Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

HG 

3 

4 Jan 

Stuart  L.,  Fort  St.  James 

LL 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

1-2 

7-27  Feb 

Kelowna 

LR  et.  al. 

Snow  Goose 

1 

6-11  Jan 

Kelowna 

BC  et.  al. 

American  Wigeon 

3 

14  Dec 

McBride 

ES 

Mallard 

16 

4 Jan 

Dawson  Creek 

MP 

Blue-winged  Teal 

1 

6 Dec 

Osoyoos 

DB 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

1 Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

CE,  HG 

1 

14  Dec 

McBride 

ES 

Lesser  Scaup 

up  to  13 

1-24  Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

BD  et.al. 

1 

9-19  Jan 

Carcross,  YT 

BD  et.  al. 

1 

4 Jan 

Fort  St.  James 

JB,  JAV 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

11  Jan 

Nicola  L. 

WW 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

28  Dec 

Smithers 

R0  et.  al. 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

14  Dec 

Kelowna 

CC  et.  al. 

Long-tailed  Duck 

up  to  3 

1-24  Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

BD,  CE,  HG 

Buffiehead 

up  to  4 

2 Dec -28  Feb 

Carcross,  YT 

BD,  CE,  HG 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

1 

7-12  Dec 

L.  Laberge,  YT 

BD,  HG 

1 (same?) 

26  Dec -23  Feb 

Yukon  R.  Whse. 

JH  et.  al 
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Again  this  year,  Barn  Swallows  staged  a northward  migration  in  late  winter.  There  were  264  Barn  Swallows 
reported,  of  minimally  1 02  different  individuals,  between  22  Dec  and  26  Feb,  with  the  vast  majority  of  these  birds 
seen  from  the  lower  mainland  after  mid-January.  Typically,  Barn  Swallows  arrive  in  mid-April,  with  the  occasional  few 
overwintering  in  the  lower  mainland.  The  past  two  winters,  however,  indicate  that  imm.  birds  in  particular  wander  north 
from  mid-January  through  February.  What  was  different  from  last  winter  was  not  only  the  astounding  number  of  birds 
involved  but  also  that  Cliff  Swallows  were  included  in  the  northward  push  and  that  3 Barn  Swallows  furnished  first  win- 
ter records  for  the  interior.  Moreover,  one  of  the  interior  Barn  Swallows  crossed  the  51st  parallel  to  reach  Green  L.l 

Table  2.  Summary  of  Barn  Swallow  observations  in  British  Columbia,  winter  2002-2003. 


NUMBER 

DATE 

LOCATION 

OBSERVER® 

1 

22-29  Dec 

Tsawwassen 

fide  PC 

1 

12-13  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

1 

15  Jan 

Reifel 

J] 

3 

16-17  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

1 

18-19  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

3 

21  Jan 

Uduelet 

BSI,  dagger 

1 

21  Jan 

Clover  Pt.,  Victoria 

MGS 

10 

22-23  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

10-12 

24  Jan 

Reifel 

RTo,  Jl  etal. 

4 

24-25  Jan 

Iona 

fide  RTo 

1 

25  Jan 

Uduelet 

BSI 

4 

26  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

2 

27  Jan 

Osoyoos 

DB 

22 

28  Jan 

Reifel 

Jl 

20-30 

29  Jan 

Reifel 

RTo 

16 

31  Jan 

Reifel 

fide  RTo 

2 

1 Feb 

Reifel 

BK 

1 

4 Feb 

Long  Beach,  Tofino 

AA 

25 

8-9  Feb 

Reifel 

Jl,  McD 

1 

9-11  Feb 

Green  L. 

DR,  ph. 

4 

15  Feb 

Sea  Island 

PC 

6 

17  Feb 

Boundary  Bay 

RTo,  DP 

1 

17  Feb 

Campbell  River 

JF 

18 

18  Feb 

Reifel 

Jl 

8 

19  Feb 

Reifel 

MKM 

7 

25  Feb 

Burnaby  L. 

DP 

20-30 

26  Feb 

Serpentine  Fen 

CGi 

RS);  this  striking  bird  remained  in  the  area 
until  31  Dec  (DM,  DS).  A male  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  near  Cranbrook 
11  Dec  (RG)  and  furnished  an  8th  provincial 
record. 

Single  American  Tree  Sparrows,  casual 
in  winter  in  the  Yukon,  were  in  Whse.  27 
Dec  (HG)  and  on  the  Haines  Junction 


C.B.C.  28  Dec  (WR).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
was  near  Kelowna  2 Jan  (CC,  CS)  and 
provided  one  of  few  winter  records  for  the 
Okanagan.  An  imm.  White-crowned  Spar- 
row, casual  in  winter  in  the  Yukon,  was  at 
Pilot  Mt.  near  Whse.  through  Feb  (BM,  m. 
ob.).  All  four  Zonotrichia  sparrows  were 
found  this  winter  in  the  Cariboo- 
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Chilcotin  region,  with  a Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  at  Green  L.  19  Dec  (DR)  the 
rarest  of  the  lot.  A White-throated  Spar- 
row was  also  a rare  find  near  Progress  2 1 
Dec  and  1 1 & 25  Jan  (MP). 

Casual  in  winter  in  the  cen.  interior, 
Western  Meadowlarks  were  found  at  two 
northern  locations  this  winter:  Mackenzie 
15  Dec  to  end  of  Jan  (Lambies)  and  in  a 
barn  in  the  Kitsguecla  Valley  n.  of  Smithers 
until  the  barn  cat  found  it  14  Dec  (MON, 
JON).  Kelowna’s  Great-tailed  Grackle  con- 
tinued to  survive  at  its  favorite  shopping 
mall  throughout  the  winter.  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, along  with  most  winter  finches, 
were  not  prevalent  this  winter;  thus  it  is 
remarkable  that  2 were  seen  near  Tofino, 
where  casual,  29  Dec  (GB).  Three  female 
or  imm.  House  Finches,  casual  in  the 
Yukon,  were  at  two  Whse.  downtown  feed- 
ers 24  Dec+  (HG  et  ah).  These  finches 
managed  to  survive  a -38°  C cold  spell.  A 
single  Pine  Siskin  was  a rare  find  near 
Progress  20  Dec — 4 Feb  (MP). 

Addendum:  The  Yukon’s  4th  record  of  Red- 
breasted Sapsucker,  an  ad.,  came  from 
Whse./Hillcrest  21-22  Sep  2002  (LCa,  RMa). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Artie  Abler,  Kris  Andrews,  Ed 
Beynon,  Jack  Bowling  (Prince  George, 
weather  summary),  Francois  Bourgeot, 
George  Bradd,  Doug  Brown,  Rob  Butler, 
Lucille  Campbell,  Peter  Candido,  Richard 
J.  Cannings  (S.  Okanagan),  Russell  Can- 
nings, Chris  Charlesworth  (Kelowna), 
Lisa  Christensen,  Mary  Collins,  Aziza 
Cooper,  Bill  Cutfield,  Gary  S.  Davidson 
(Kootenays),  Boris  Dobrowolsky,  Adrian 
Dorst  (Tofino-Ucluelet),  Claude  Dulac, 
Libby  Dulac,  Brian  Eccles,  Cameron  Eckert 
(Yukon),  Jamie  Fenneman,  Marcia  Flumer- 
felt,  Val  George,  Trent  Glukler,  George 
Goymer,  Carlo  Giovanella,  Ruth  Goodwin, 
Helmut  Grunberg  (Yukon),  Ollie  Halldor- 
son,  Peter  Hamel  (Q.C.I),  Glenn  Harper, 
Jim  Hawkings,  Dorothy  Hearne,  Liz  Hofer, 
Steve  Howard,  John  Ireland,  Jukka  Jan- 
tunen,  Bill  Kinkaid,  Laird  Law,  Adrian 
Leather,  Chris  Marchant,  Derrick  Marven, 
Murray  McDonald,  Mike  McGrenere,  Mar- 
tin K.  McNichol,  Mitch  Meredith,  Elaine 
Moore,  Bob  Murkett,  Jill  O’Neill,  Mike 
O’Neill,  Katie  Ostrom,  Richard  Overstall, 
Dan  Petersen,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace  River), 
Darlene  Raymond,  Anna  Roberts,  Phil  Ran- 
son  (Cariboo),  Anne  Redfearn,  Wolf  Riedl, 
Lesley  Robertson,  Rick  Schortinghuis,  Aron 
Senkpiel,  Chris  Shepard,  Michael  G.  Shep- 
ard, Josie  Sias,  Brian  Slater,  Elsie  Stanley, 
David  Sterling,  Rick  Toochin  (Vancouver), 
Linda  Van  Damme,  JoAnn  Vinnedge,  John 
Vooys,  Wayne  Weber,  Rob  Worona,  Rick 
Wright.  © 
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The  Region  had  a topsy-turvy  winter, 
with  swallows  instead  of  winter 
finches  and  shearwaters  instead  of 
fulmars  and  albatrosses.  Though  there  were 
a few  mega-rarities  around,  including  the 
Region’s  first  Bean  Goose,  the  season’s  main 
story  was  definitely  that  of  semi-hardy  and 
non-hardy  species  spending  the  winter. 
Consider  that  Washington  had  four  first 
winter  records  (excluding  the  Bean  Goose) 
and  Oregon  had  one.  Additionally,  Barn 
Swallows  invaded  again,  exceeding  even  last 
winter’s  unprecedented  tally.  Some  “winter” 
birds  did  show  up.  In  particular,  American 
Tree  Sparrows  and  Snow  Buntings  were  pres- 
ent in  good  numbers  east  of  the  Cascades. 
White-tailed  Kite,  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
Western  Scrub-Jay,  and  Bewick’s  Wren 
showed  further  signs  of  range  expansion, 
while  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  and  Indigo 
Bunting  reports  are  ever  more  frequent,  even 
during  winter. 

Those  of  us  living  in  the  heavily  popu- 
lated Puget  Trough  and  Portland  areas  per- 
; ceived  the  winter  as  a dry  one,  but  through 
December  and  January,  most  of  the  Region 
experienced  well-above-average  precipita- 
tion. The  winter  was  warm  throughout, 
however,  with  January  temperatures  averag- 
ing more  than  8 degrees  Fahrenheit  above 
I normal. 

Abbreviations:  ER.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reservoir, 
Lane);  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos); 
O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor);  Ridge- 
field (Ridgefield  N.W.R.,  Clark);  W.W.R.D. 
(Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla);  Y.R.D. 
(Yakima  R.  delta,  Benton,  WA).  Eastside  and 
westside  denote  locations  east  and  west  of 
the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Red-throated  Loon,  now  almost  annual  in 
e.  Washington,  was  below  Wanapum  Dam  3 
Jan — 15  Feb  (PtS,  RS).  A tally  of  8000 
Pacific  Loons  flying  past  Boiler  Bay,  Lincoln  9 
Dec  was  excellent  for  winter  (PP).  Last  fall’s 
Yellow-billed  Loon  at  Wanapum  Dam 
remained  throughout  the  winter  (m.  oh.);  on 
the  westside,  3 Yellow-billeds  was  about 
average:  Westport  14  Dec  (BT,  S Mills),  near 
Sequim,  Clallam  17  Dec  (BLB,  CW),  and 
Yaquina  Bay,  Lincoln  6 Feb  (WH).  Three 
Clark’s  Grebes  each  in  w.  Oregon  and  w. 
Washington  represented  a fairly  typical  win- 
ter. The  only  pelagic  trip  of  the  winter  was  8 
Feb  off  Westport  (BT);  it  found  some 
extremely  unusual  numbers.  Virtually 
absent  were  the  typical  winter  tubenoses:  no 
albatrosses  and  only  13  Northern  Fulmars. 
Instead,  shearwaters  were  found  in  unprece- 
dented winter  numbers,  including  25  Pink- 
footed, one  Flesh-footed,  84  Sooty,  and  7 
Short-tailed;  there  were  no  previous  Wash- 
ington winter  records  of  Flesh-footed  and 
only  about  two  of  Pink-footed.  Twenty-two 
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Short-tailed  Shearwaters  flying  past  Bunge- 
ness  Spit,  Clallam  16  Dec  was  unusual  from 
land  anywhere  in  the  Region  but  was  partic- 
ularly noteworthy  for  being  so  far  e.  of  Cape 
Flattery  (J.  Acker,  B.  Waggoner).  Two  Fork- 
tailed Storm-Petrels  off  Westport  8 Feb  were 
also  somewhat  unusual. 

Brown  Pelicans  again  lingered  well  into 
Dec,  with  hundreds  at  several  locations  into 
mid-Dec  and  an  unprecedented  1000  at 
Boiler  Bay  9 Dec  (PP);  this  species  is  still 
very  rare  after  Dec,  so  singles  at  Yaquina  Bay, 
Lincoln  20  Jan  (WH),  Gold  Beach,  Curry  12 
Jan  (PaS),  and  Seaside,  Clatsop  24  Feb  (S. 
Warner)  were  also  noteworthy.  Eastside  win- 
ter Great  Egrets  have  become  annual  of  late; 
this  winter  2 were  at  Moses  L.,  Grant  21 
Dec — 10  Feb  (DSc),  and  10  were  at  Ringold, 
Franklin  8-25  Jan  (H.  Bowers),  with  5 
remaining  there  until  14  Feb  (J.  & A. 
Dittmer).  A tally  of  122  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  at  McNary  N.W.R.,  Umatilla  1 
Feb  was  an  order  of  magnitude  above  a nor- 
mal winter  count  anywhere  in  the  Region, 
excepting  perhaps  the  Klamath  Basin  (MD, 
MLD).  A Turkey  Vulture  was  near  Sequim, 
Clallam  13  Jan  0-  Stewart);  vultures  are  very 
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rare  during  mid-winter  in  Washington.  In 
Oregon,  where  possibly  increasing  as  a win- 
terer, at  least  8 Turkey  Vultures  wintered  for 
the  3rd  consecutive  year  near  Eugene  (Dl). 

The  Region’s  first  well-documented  Bean 
Goose  delighted 
observers  at 

Hoquiam,  Grays  Har- 
bor 7-17  Dec  (ph.  PtS, 

RS);  outside  experts 
confirmed  it  as  a mid- 
dendoiffi,  one  of  the 
“Taiga”  races  from 
Siberia  (M.  Ogilvie, 

K.  Litvin,  pers. 
comm.).  Further 
details  will  appear  in 
a future  issue  of 
North  American  Birds. 

The  resident  Port 
Angeles  Emperor 
Goose  survived 
another  season  (R. 

McNair-Huff),  while 
another  was  at  ER  R. 

5-28  Feb  (D.  Arendt). 

The  3 blue-morph 
Snow  Geese  at  Stan- 
wood/Fir  I.,  first 
found  in  Nov, 
remained  through  the 

winter  (SM,  DD,  TA);  there  are  fewer  than 
20  records  of  this  morph  for  the  state.  This 
winter  was  another  good  one  for  Ross’s 
Geese,  with  6 in  w.  Oregon,  one  in  w.  Wash- 
ington, and  one  in  e.  Washington.  Single 
Brant,  rare  on  the  westside  interior,  were  at 
Salem  18  Dec  (K.  Sparkman),  F.R.R. 
throughout  the  winter  (WH),  and  Ankeny 
N.W.R.,  Marion  23  Dec  0-  Jebousek).  Last 
fall’s  Black  Brant  wandered  between 
Wenatchee,  Chelan  and  Orondo,  Douglas 
throughout  the  winter  (DB,  ph.  R.  Hen- 
dricks). A confusing  flock  of  200  Brant  at 
Useless  Bay,  Is  land  17  Feb  mostly  consisted 
of  birds  that  appeared  to  be  Gray-bellieds, 
but  at  least  one  looked  typical  for  hrota  (vt. 
SM,  DD). 

Nine  eastside  Eurasian  Wigeon  this  win- 
ter was  better  than  average.  A Mallard  x 
Northern  Pintail  was  at  Everett  26  Dec  (SM, 
RTS).  A Blue-winged  Teal,  not  annual  during 
winter,  was  at  Millacoma  Marsh,  Coos  13 
Feb  (TR).  Common  (Eurasian  Green- 
winged) Teal  had  another  banner  winter, 
with  11  “pure”  birds  and  4 Common  x 
Green-winged  Teal  hybrids  on  the  westside; 
a Common  Teal  at  Prineville,  Crook  31  Dec 
was  on  the  eastside,  where  not  annual  (CG). 
A Harlequin  Duck,  very  rare  on  the  eastside 
during  winter,  was  at  Deschutes  River  S.  P, 
Sherman  18  Jan  (WG).  Likely  related  to  this 
fall’s  incursion,  a White-winged  Scoter  was 
at  Wanapum  Dam  26  Dec — 3 Jan  (SDs),  and 
5 were  at  Wenatchee  9 Dec  (DB),  while  4 


Surf  Scoters  were  at  Wenatchee  9 Dec  (DB) 
and  2 were  at  Hood  River  31  Dec  (SJ); 
though  rare  to  uncommon  during  fall, 
White-winged  and  Surf  Scoters  are  very  rare 
during  winter  on  the  eastside.  Eight  eastside 


This  Ruff  near  Satsop,  Grays  Harbor  County,  Washington,  present  28  December  2002  (here)  through  at 
least  4 January  2003,  was  one  of  four  in  the  Region  this  winter,  the  first  in  over  two  decades  to 
be  found  in  winter.  Photograph  by  Ruth  Sullivan. 


Long-tailed  Ducks  equaled  the  totals  for  the 
previous  two  winters  but  was  well  above  the 
long-term  average.  The  Common  Goldeneye 
x Bufflehead  remained  throughout  the  win- 
ter at  Wenatchee  (DB,  B.  St.  George).  Five 
thousand  Common  Goldeneyes  near 
Ontario,  Malheur  31  Jan  was  likely  the 
largest  tally  ever  for  the  Region  (CC,  JC). 
Several  large  concentrations  of  Common 
Mergansers  were  reported,  including  a stun- 
ning 3790  at  Moses  L.,  Grant  10  Jan  (RH) 
and  a smaller  but  still  exceptional  tally  of 
1122  Common  Mergansers  near  Tacoma  21 
Dec  (CW,  BLB). 

Five  Ospreys  in  e.  Washington  about  dou- 
bled that  area’s  number  of  winter  records; 
singles  were  at  Moses  L.,  Grant  1 Dec  (DSc), 
C’hamna  Nature  Preserve,  Benton  7 Dec  (fide 
BL),  Ellensburg,  Kittitas  14  Dec  (SDs),  lower 
Yakima  R.  4 Jan  (M.  Lilga),  and  near  Cle 
Elum,  Kittitas  18  Feb  (M.  Hobbs).  An 
Osprey  near  Snohomish  25  Jan  was  in  w. 
Washington,  where  merely  very  rare  (D. 
Swayne).  White-tailed  Kite  reports  continue 
to  increase,  with  many  reported  from  the 
outer  coast  n.  through  Grays  Harbor  and  e. 
along  the  lower  Columbia  R.  to  Steigerwald 
L.,  Clark.  The  Red-shouldered  Hawk  explo- 
sion continues.  Six  were  found  this  winter  in 
Clark  (JE,  TA),  and  singles  were  also  at 
Skagit  W.M.A.  through  5 Feb  (TAJ.  Duem- 
mel),  Cathlamet,  Wahkiakum  1 Dec — 15  Feb 
(L.  Cain,  B.  Waggoner),  Westport  26  Dec 
(tB.  Shelmerdine),  and  O.S.  11  Jan  (vt.  G. 


Gerdts,  B.  Waggoner).  In  e.  Oregon,  where 
also  increasing,  a Red-shouldered  was  at  Ft. 
Klamath  8 Dec  (D.  Haupt).  Rare  during  win- 
ter in  e.  Washington,  single  Ferruginous 
Hawks  were  at  Lower  Smith  Canyon, 
Franklin  15  Feb  (DR)  and 
Byrnes  Rcl.,  Walla  Walla  21 
Feb  (MD,  MLD).  Even 
more  noteworthy  was  a 
very  rare  westside  Ferrug- 
inous at  Netarts  26  Jan  (S. 
Shunk,  K.  Falco);  2 others 
were  reported  in  w.  Ore- 
gon without  documenta- 
tion. The  Region’s  10  Gyr- 
falcons  this  winter  repre- 
sented a fairly  typical 
count;  unusual  was  that  5 
were  in  w.  Oregon  and 
only  2 were  in  w.  Wash- 
ington, a reversal  of  the 
normal  ratio.  Fourteen 
westside  Prairie  Falcons, 
10  in  Oregon  and  4 in 
Washington,  was  better 
than  normal. 

A Sora  at  Toppenish 
N.W.R.,  Yakima  15  Dec 
provided  e.  Washington’s 
4th  winter  record  (K.  Tur- 
ley), while  2 at  Houston 
L.,  Crook  22  Dec  (CG)  and  one  at  Prineville, 
Crook  31  Dec  (CG)  were  nearly  as  unusual; 
in  w.  Washington,  where  very  rare  during 
winter,  2 were  at  McChord  Air  Force  Base 
21-25  Dec  (S.  Agnew).  A Sandhill  Crane  at 
Umatilla  N.W.R.  31  Dec  provided  the 
Columbia  Basin’s  first  Dec  record  (H.  Brow- 
ers). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Pacific  Golden-Plover  wintered  for  the 
2nd  consecutive  year  near  Tangent,  Linn  12 
Jan  through  Feb  (T.  Snetsinger);  there  are 
fewer  than  10  Oregon  winter  records.  A 
Black-necked  Stilt  at  Klamath  Forest  N.W.R. 
22  Feb  was  the  first  ever  during  winter  on 
the  eastside  (E.  Marple),  while  25  American 
Avocets  at  L.  Abert,  Lake  5 Dec  provided 
only  the  2nd  eastside  winter  record  of  that 
species  (TB).  For  the  3rd  consecutive  winter, 
a Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  in  Washington,  with 
one  near  Sequim,  Clallam  13  Dec  (B.  Boekel- 
heide);  this  species  was  formerly  far  from 
annual  in  winter  in  that  state.  In  Oregon,  2 
near  Eugene  throughout  the  winter  (HH, 
DDW,  DI)  and  one  at  Coos  Bay  16  Jan  (TR) 
provided  a fairly  typical  winter’s  yield.  Spot- 
ted Sandpipers,  extremely  rare  during  winter 
on  the  eastside,  were  at  the  Deschutes  R. 
mouth,  Sherman  throughout  the  winter 
(HN,  MP)  and  at  Bend,  Deschutes  13  Feb 
(KO).  Rare  during  winter  away  from  the 
outer  coast,  a Marbled  Godwit  was  near 
Belfair,  Mason  25  Jan — 9 Feb  (M.  Hradkaj). 
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Three  Western  Sandpipers  were  at  Moses  L., 
Grant  12  Jan,  and  one  was  there  23  Feb 
(DSc);  this  species  is  very  rare  during  winter 
on  the  eastside.  Coastal  Least  Sandpiper 
numbers  were  exceptional,  with  250  at 
Tillamook  Bay  6 Jan  (HN)  and  225  at  Nah- 
cotta.  Pacific  15  Jan  (TA).  For  the  3rd  con- 
secutive winter,  a Rock  Sandpiper  of  the 
nominate  subspecies  was  at  O.S.  20  Dec  (vt. 
CW,  RTS,  T.  Perkins).  Dunlin  again  over- 
wintered in  the  Columbia  Basin,  with  top 
counts  of  120  at  W.W.R.D  28  Feb  (MD, 
MLD),  30  at  Moses  L.  throughout  the  winter 
(DSc),  and  18  at  Y.R.D.  16-20  Jan  (RF  NL, 
BW).  Two  Ruffs  at  Eugene  throughout  the 
winter  (m.  ob.),  one  at  Salem  4 Feb  (tj. 
Lundsten),  and  one  near  Satsop,  Grays  Har- 
bor 28  Dec — 4 Jan  (B.  Jones,  ph.  RS,  vt.  BT) 
provided  the  Region’s  first  winter  records 
since  one  was  found  near  Coquille,  Coos  on 
18  Jan  1980  (D.  Fix).  A winter  flock  of  160 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  Moses  L.  21  Dec 
was  wholly  unprecedented  for  the  eastside 
(DSc),  while  1200  at  Ankeny  N.W.R.,  Mar- 
ion 14  Feb  (MD,  MLD)  likely  furnished  a 
record  Regional  winter  tally.  Mid-Dec  storms 
drove  Red  Phalaropes  landward,  with  max- 
ima of  360  at  Dungeness  Spit,  Clallam  16 
Dec  0-  Acker,  B.  Waggoner)  and  150  at 
North  Beach,  Jefferson  16  Dec  (CW,  BLB); 
the  last  were  gone  by  10  Jan.  As  often  hap- 
pens with  these  storms,  a few  were  found  at 
scattered  westside  interior  locations  12-31 
Dec,  with  a top  count  of  15  at  FR.R.  18  Dec 
(DDW),  but  2 at  Hatfield  L.,  Deschutes  29 
Dec  were  probably  the  first  ever  during  win- 
ter on  the  eastside  0-  Meredith). 

Two  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  off  Westport  8 
Feb  (BT);  Pomarines  are  apparently  regular 
in  small  numbers  off  the  Washington  coast 
during  winter.  Eastside  Bonaparte's  Gulls  are 
very  rare  during  winter,  especially  after  early 
to  mid-Dec;  consequently,  60  at  Moses  L., 
Grant  in  mid-Dec,  dwindling  to  6 at  winters 
end,  were  noteworthy  (DSc).  Two  Heer- 
mann’s  Gulls  were  at  Port  Angeles,  Clallam  5 
Dec  (BN),  and  2 were  at  Coos  Bay  15  Dec 
(DI,  AC);  of  late,  this  species  has  become 
almost  annual  during  winter.  The  ad.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  returned  for  the  4th  con- 
secutive winter  to  the  W.W.R.D.  21-28  Feb 
(MD,  MLD);  only  2 other  Lesser  Black- 
backeds  have  been  recorded  in  Washington. 
On  the  eastside,  Western  Gulls  are  regular 
only  along  the  Columbia  R.  e.  to  the  Tri- 
Cities,  so  one  at  Clarkston,  Asotin  3 Jan — 25 
Feb  was  noteworthy  (tC.  Swift,  ph.  T.  Gray, 
ph.  T.  Besser).  This  winter’s  10  Glaucous 
Gulls  was  the  lowest  in  more  than  10  years. 
A count  of  668  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  off 
Westport  8 Feb  was  exceptional  (BT). 
Counts  of  40,000  Common  Murres  flying 
past  Boiler  Bay  9 Dec  (PP)  and  9100  off 
Westport  8 Feb  (BT)  were  most  encourag- 
ing, as  Regional  numbers  seem  on  the  mend. 


Washington’s  10th  Thick-billed  Murre  was 
w.  of  Port  Townsend,  Jefferson  17  Dec  (tCW, 
BLB);  all  but  one  of  Washington  records 
have  fallen  between  6 Dec  and  19  Feb.  A 
total  of  3100+  Cassin’s  Auklets  off  Westport 
8 Feb  (BT)  was  also  a very  high  winter 
count. 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  at  Joseph, 
Wallowa  11  Dec,  presumably  the  same  bird 
seen  there  intermittently  since  last  winter  (E 
Conley);  there  are  about  six  Oregon  records. 
Two  Burrowing  Owls  overwintered  in  sw. 
Linn,  providing  a fairly  typical  winter  total 
for  w.  Oregon  (JF,  JG).  The  only  e.  Washing- 
ton Burrowing  Owls  were  2 at  Pasco, 
Franklin  10  Feb  0-  & A.  Dittmer)  and  one  at 
Finley,  Benton  19  Jan — 21  Feb  (B.  Dunham). 
Snowy  Owl  numbers  this  winter  were  quite 
low,  with  5 in  e.  Washington,  one  in  e.  Ore- 
gon, and  one  in  w.  Oregon.  Four  westside 
Great  Gray  Owls  this  winter,  mostly  in  the 
Cascade  foothills,  was  better  than  normal.  A 
Boreal  Owl  was  found  at  Mt.  Pisgah,  Wheeler 
7 Dec  (JG);  winter  records  of  this  species  are 
few,  mostly  because  of  habitat  inaccessibility. 
Still  rare  on  the  eastside,  an  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird overwintered  at  Bend,  Deschutes 
(DT)  and  at  Cashmere,  Chelan  (J.  Phillips), 
and  another  was  at  White  Salmon,  Klickitat 
16  Feb  (C.  Flick).  A Costa’s  Hummingbird  at 
Eugene  27  Jan — 13  Feb  added  to  about  10 
previous  Oregon  winter  records  (L. 
McQueen,  Dl).  Female/imm.  Selasphorus 
hummingbirds  were  at  West  Seattle  8 Dec — 
3 Feb  (ph.  J.  Houston)  and  Kenmore,  King 
15  Jan  (B.  McKenzie);  Dec/Jan  records  of 


Rufous  Hummingbirds  from  Washington 
probably  number  fewer  than  five,  so 
observers  should  not  assume  that  winter 
Selasphorus  are  Rufous.  Spring  migrant 
Rufous  were  about  two  weeks  early,  with  the 
first  Oregon  reports  coming  from  Astoria, 
Clatsop  31  Jan  (B.  Barnett),  Waldport,  Lane  2 
Feb  (K.  Ciotti),  and  New  R.,  Coos  2 Feb 
(TR);  Washington’s  first  were  at  Nahcotta, 
Pacific  11  Feb  (K.  Sayce)  and  Vashon  I.,  King 


14  Feb  (E.  Swan).  An  Allen’s  Hummingbird 
at  New  R.  2 Feb  was  two  to  three  weeks  early 
(TR). 

The  continuing  presence  of  Acorn  Wood- 
pecker in  Washington  was  evidenced  by  one 
near  Lyle,  Klickitat  3 Jan  (WC).  A Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  was  at  Brownsville,  Linn  3 Jan 
OF),  and  2 were  near  Monmouth,  Polk  25 
Jan  (B.  Tice);  this  species  is  a rare  winterer  in 
the  Willamette  Valley.  Another  Lewis’s  near 
Joyce,  Clallam  10-24  Feb  provided  a very 
rare  Olympic  Pen.  record  (B.  Oakes).  For  the 
3rd  winter  out  of  the  last  five,  a Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  was  near  Trout  L.,  Klickitat  11 
Jan — 11  Feb  (K.  Glueckert);  they  are  gener- 
ally very  rare  during  winter  in  e.  Washing- 
ton. Rare  e.  of  the  Cascades,  a Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  was  near  Prineville,  Crook  22  Dec, 
and  a Red-breasted  x Red-naped  Sapsucker 
hybrid  was  also  in  the  area  18  Jan  (CG). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  Black  Phoebe  was  near  Cathlamet, 
Wahkiakum  for  its  2nd  winter  (m.  ob.);  there 
are  still  only  five  Washington  records. 
Another  Black  Phoebe  near  Canby,  Clacka- 
mas 24  Jan  was  well  n.  of  its  usual  range  in 
Oregon  (E.  Specht).  Approximately  15  Say’s 
Phoebes  in  w.  Oregon  about  trebled  the  win- 
ter average  for  the  last  decade.  Say’s  Phoebes 
are  normally  quite  rare  in  e.  Washington 
during  winter  until  mid-Feb,  when  spring 
migrants  return.  This  winter,  one  was  at 
Toppenish  N.W.R.,  Yakima  15  Dec  (K.  Tur- 
ley), and  2 were  on  the  Three  Rivers  C.B.C. 
5 Jan  (fide  MD).  Oregon’s  4th  and  the 
Regions  8th  Vermilion  Flycatcher 
was  an  ad.  male  that  successfully 
overwintered  at  Woodburn,  Marion 
after  first  being  found  by  a jogger  in 
mid-Nov  (S.  Latin,  ph.,  m.  ob.).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  near  Flo- 
rence, Lane  5 Dec  was  well  heard  and 
seen  (B.  & Z.  Stotz),  providing  the 
first  winter  record  in  over  10  years. 
For  only  the  3rd  winter  ever,  one  of 
the  fall’s  Tropical  Kingbirds  lingered 
into  Dec,  with  a single  at  Warrenton, 
Clatsop  to  15  Dec  (MP). 

Midwinter  Loggerhead  Shrikes  are 
rare  in  e.  Washington;  one  was  near 
Wallula,  Walla  Walla  5 Jan  (MD, 
MLD),  and  one  was  at  Rattlesnake 
Mtn.,  Benton  19-25  Jan  (BL,  NL)  with 
2 there  8 Feb  (BW).  A total  of  7 Blue  Jays 
was  about  average,  with  3 in  e.  Washington, 
one  in  e.  Oregon,  and  3 in  w.  Oregon.  West- 
ern Scrub-Jays  continue  to  show  signs  of 
range  expansion,  with  3 at  Ukiah,  Umatilla 
mid-Oct — 31  Jan  (MD,  MLD)  and  2 at  Win- 
lock,  Wheeler  that  overwintered  (B.  Sharp); 
the  Ukiah  birds  were  noted  to  be  of  the  cali- 
fomica  subspecies  group.  A flock  of  125+ 
Horned  Larks  wintered  in  N.  Portland,  Mult- 
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Only  Oregon's  second  in  winter,  this  adult  male  Baltimore  Oriole  visited 
a feeder  in  Florence,  Lane  County  from  late  December  2002  through 

February  2003  (here  1 0 January).  Photograph  by  Owen  Schmidt. 
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This  winter's  swallow  extravaganza  exceeded  even  last  winter's  weirdness.  As  during  last  winter,  the  main  partic- 
. ipant  was  Barn  Swallow.  Prior  to  31  Dec,  there  were  only  four  sightings:  one  at  Ridgefield  7 Dec  (D.  Robberson), 
one  at  Olympia  8 Dec  (BT),  one  near  Bellingham,  Whatcom  15  Dec  (J.  Duemmel),  and  5 in  N.  Portland  13  Dec  (J.  Fitchen, 
IT) — about  twice  average.  From  31  Dec  to  9 Jan,  there  were  at  least  five  sightings,  involving  25+  birds  in  Oregon  but  none 
in  Washington.  After  10  Jan,  Barn  Swallows  were  being  reported  from  all  quarters  on  the  westside  and  at  several  locations 
on  the  eastside.  Numbers  were  most  carefully  tracked  in  w.  Washington,  where  66  were  tallied  during  mid-Jan,  43  during 
late  Jan,  1 01  during  early  Feb,  22  during  mid-Feb,  and  5 during  late  Feb  (note  that  the  late  season  drop-off  was  due,  in  part, 
to  decreased  reporting).  Peak  tallies  included  30  at  Ridgefield  18  Jan  (PtS,  RS,  KK),  31  at  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  2 Feb  (N.  Ball), 
and  43  at  Nisqually  N.W.R.,  Thurston  6 Feb  (CW).  On  the  eastside,  where  almost  without  precedent  during  winter,  the  fol- 
lowing Barn  Swallow  records  accrued:  one,  near  Klamath  Falls  10  Jan  (D.  Laye);  5,  Hatfield  L,  Deschutes  18  Jan — Feb  (J. 
Moodie,  vt.  DT);  2,  near  Desert  Aire,  Grant  20  Jan  (JA,  WH);  3,  Bingen,  Klickitat  30  Jan — Feb  (SJ);  6,  Wenatchee,  Chelan  2-4 
Feb  (B.  St.  George,  BT);  12,  near  Orondo,  Douglas  7 Feb  (CW);  2,  Bridgeport,  Douglas  15  Feb  (PtS,  RS);  and  3,  Blue  L,  Grant 
23  Feb  (PtS).  The  timing  of  this  invasion  was  similar  to  that  of  last  year,  but  the  number  of  birds  involved  was  probably 
triple,  and  none  were  found  on  the  eastside  last  year.  For  perspective,  note  that,  in  total,  only  26  Barn  Swallows  had  been 
found  in  Washington  during  the  eight  winters  preceding  that  of  2001-2002. 

This  incursion  did  not  involve  other  swallows,  though  Tree  Swallows  arrived  in  late  Jan,  a week  or  so  early.  Midwinter 
Tree  Swallow  numbers  were  about  normal,  with  one  at  Elma,  Grays  Harbor  29  Dec  (PtS,  RS),  one  at  Philomath,  Benton  5 Jan 
(D.  Copeland),  and  2 at  Ridgefield  18  Jan  (PtS,  RS,  KK).  Violet-green  Swallows  in  Jan  are  not  annual,  so  3 at  Ridgefield  18 
Jan  (PtS,  RS,  KK)  and  5 near  LaConner,  Skagit  21  Jan  (V.  Johnson)  were  noteworthy.  Most  unusual  among  the  non-Barn 
Swallows  was  Washington's  2nd  winter  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  at  Edmonds,  Snohomish  10  Jan  (TP). 


nomah,  well  in  excess  of  any  previous  county 
tally  and  a goodly  count  for  anywhere  in  the 
n.  Willamette  Valley  (IT). 

Bewicks  Wrens  continue  to  expand  into 
Oregon's  ne.  corner,  with  2 at  Cove,  Union 
31  Dec  (TB)  and  5 near  Elgin,  Union  17  Dec 
(TB).  This  winters  mildness  was  well  evi- 
denced by  the  wren  clan.  A concentration  of 
8 Rock  Wrens  near  Vantage,  Kittitas  2 Jan 
was  probably  unprecedented  for  winter  in 
Washington  (BT);  a House  Wren  at  Theler 
Wetlands,  Mason  12  Jan  was  probably  Wash- 
ington’s first  during  winter  (TMB);  and  56 
Marsh  Wrens  at  Spencer  1.,  Snohomish  23 
Feb  well  exceeded  any  previous  winter  tally 
(SM,  DD).  Western  Bluebirds  are  not  quite 
annual  during  winter  in  w.  Washington,  so 
one  near  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  16  Dec  was 
noteworthy  (A.  Knue);  similarly,  Western 
Bluebirds  are  very  rare  during  mid-winter  in 
e.  Washington,  so  up  to  9 at  Moses  L.,  Grant 
5-18  Dec  (DSc)  were  of  note.  A winter  tally 
of  31  Hermit  Thrushes  at  Wahluke  Slope, 
Franklin  7 Dec  was  without  precedent  in 
Washington  (SM,  BF,  CB).  Only  2 Northern 
Mockingbirds  were  reported,  with  one  near 
E.  Wenatchee,  Douglas  31  Dec — 2 Feb  (M. 
Spencer,  ph.  R.  Hendricks)  and  one  at  Bend, 
Deschutes  throughout  the  winter  (P.  Low); 
the  Region  averages  about  6-7  per  winter. 
Sage  Thrashers  are  very  rare  in  n.  Oregon 
and  extremely  rare  in  Washington  before 
Mar,  so  singles  at  Fossil,  Wheeler  19  Feb  (B. 
Sharp)  and  Saddle  Mt.,  Grant  24  Feb  (BF) 
were  noteworthy. 

A White/Black-backed  Wagtail  at  E.E. 
Wilson  Wildlife  Area,  Benton  13  Dec  was 
nicely  described  and  was  likely  a White,  but 
the  details  did  not  allow  for  firm  identifica- 


tion to  species  (tJG).  For  the  7th  consecu- 
tive winter,  a Nashville  Warbler  was  found, 
this  year  at  Riverton,  Coos  23  Dec  (TR). 
Washingtons  3rd  winter  Yellow  Warbler 
was  near  Sequim,  Clallam  16  Dec  (PtS,  BB). 
Not  annual  during  winter,  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  was  at  Seaside,  Clatsop  8 Dec 
(S.  Warner).  A Townsend’s  Warbler  at 
Wenatchee,  Chelan  27  Feb  provided  only  the 
2nd  winter  record  for  e.  Washington  (R 
Ostendorf).  Washington’s  first  winter  Her- 
mit Warbler  was  at  L.  Sammamish,  King  25 
Feb  (TC.  Haynie).  Palm  Warblers  are 
uncommon  to  rare  during  winter  along  the 
outer  coast  and  very  rare  elsewhere.  Twenty 
near  Floras  L.,  Curry  25  Dec  furnished  a 
remarkable  high  count  (TR),  while  one  at 
Ridgefield  12  Feb  (KK)  and  one  in  w. 
Eugene  that  overwintered  (DDW)  were  in 
the  westside  interior;  even  rarer  was  one  on 
the  eastside  at  the  Deschutes  R.  mouth, 
Sherman  22  Feb  (fide  KS).  Exceptionally  rare 
during  winter,  an  American  Redstart  was  in 
N.  Portland  18  Dec  (S.  Cackley).  Formerly 
accidental  during  winter,  Western  Tanagers 
were  recorded  for  the  5th  consecutive  win- 
ter, with  singles  at  Newport,  Lincoln  6 Jan 
(C.  Philo)  and  Seattle  20  Dec — Feb  (ph.  L. 
Darnell). 

An  oreganus  Spotted  Towhee  at  E. 
Wenatchee,  Douglas  26  Feb  was  likely  the 
first  for  e.  Washington  away  from  Klickitat 
(tDB).  American  Tree  Sparrows  were  widely 
reported  on  the  eastside  but  were  totally 
absent  in  w.  Washington.  Oddly,  where  for- 
merly not  annual,  3 were  found  in  w.  Ore- 
gon, with  singles  at  N.S.C.B.  throughout  Dec 
(D.  Pettey,  TR),  Coquille,  Coos  28  Dec  (GG), 
and  Canby,  Clackamas  6 Feb  (E.  Specht). 


Three  Chipping  Sparrows  were  in  Yamhill  26 
Jan  (D.  Albright),  and  singles  were  near 
Independence,  Polk  5 Jan  (DDW)  and  at 
Fernhill  Wetlands,  Washington  23  Jan  (B. 
Craig);  Chippings  are  barely  annual  during 
winter  in  Oregon.  There  were  “only”  2 Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  this  winter,  the  lowest  tally 
since  1997-1998,  with  singles  at  N.S.C.B.  7 
Dec  (TR)  and  Warrenton,  Clatsop  through- 
out the  winter  (MP,  TT).  The  Region’s 
observers  are  putting  more  time  into  sorting 
out  their  Fox  Sparrows,  and  the  result  has 
been  growing  evidence  that  Slate-colored 
Fox  Sparrows  are  annual  here  during  winter. 
This  winter,  4 were  found,  with  singles  at 
Wenatchee,  Chelan  26  Dec  (DB),  Yakima  20 
Jan  (K.  Turley),  Crescent  Bar,  Grant  4 Feb 
(BT),  and  Big  Flat,  Franklin  8 Feb  (BL,  NL). 
Additionally,  an  apparent  altivagans  Fox 
Sparrow  was  near  Crockett  L.,  Island  17  Feb 
(SM,  DD).  Swamp  Sparrows  had  their  best 
winter  since  1993-1994,  with  at  least  19  in 
w.  Washington  and  7 in  e.  Washington;  max- 
ima included  6 near  Monroe,  Snohomish  7 
Feb  (CW)  and  at  least  5 near  Elma,  Grays 
Harbor  from  mid-Dec  to  early  Jan  (PtS,  RS). 
In  Oregon,  numbers  were  about  average, 
including  roughly  15  in  Coos  (TR). 

Irons  once  again  took  on  the  task  of  tally- 
ing Oregon’s  White-throated  Sparrows;  this 
winter’s  count  was  310,  all  but  4 of  which 
were  on  the  westside.  This  total  was  well 
above  last  year’s  176,  but  it  is  not  clear  how 
much  of  that  increase  was  due  to  observer 
effort/reporting.  Top  county  counts  were  72 
in  Lane  and  63  in  Coos.  No  increase  was 
noted  by  Washington  observers.  Harris’s 
Sparrow  numbers  were  above  average  but 
not  up  to  last  year’s  incursion;  12  were 
reported  from  e.  Washington,  5 from  w. 
Washington,  5 from  e.  Oregon,  and  4 from 
w.  Oregon.  Surprisingly,  2 White-crowned  x 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  hybrids  were 
reported,  with  singles  near  Tillamook  15 
Dec  0-  Gilligan)  and  St.  Helens,  Columbia  19 
Dec  (D.  Coggswell).  Oregon’s  6th  McCown’s 
Longspur  was  in  N.  Portland  7 Jan — mid- 
Feb  (IT,  ph.  m.  ob.);  this  bird  was  within 
spitting  distance  of  Washington,  which 
remains  McCown-less.  A Lapland  Longspur, 
very  rare  in  w.  Oregon’s  interior,  joined  the 
McCown’s  in  late  Jan  (fide  DI).  A count  of 
4000  Snow  Buntings  on  the  Waterville 
Plateau,  Douglas  was  the  highest  Regional 
tally  in  seven  years  (DB). 

A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  Pacific  City, 
Tillamook  21  Dec  was  about  the  7th  for  win- 
ter in  Oregon  (fide  D.  Farrar).  Likely  provid- 
ing a first  Regional  winter  record,  a male 
Lazuli  Bunting  was  at  Norway  Pond,  Coos 
24  Dec  (TTR).  Shortly  thereafter,  the 
Region’s  3rd  winter  Indigo  Bunting  was  at 
found  at  Newport,  Lincoln  21-27  Jan  (J-  & L. 
MacKown,  tD.  Faxon).  Tricolored  Black- 
birds continue  to  make  news  in  the  Region. 
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OREGON  & WASHINGTON 


A concentration  of  1500  at  Lone  Pine,  Crook 
22  Dec  was  truly  exceptional  (KO,  CG), 
while  in  Washington,  where  still  rare,  2 
remained  at  Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  to  3 
Dec  (IT),  and  8 were  at  Othello,  Adams  9 
Feb  (BF).  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at 
Nisqually  N.W.R.,  Thurston  15  Dec  provided 
a rare  w.  Washington  winter  record  (B. 
Shelmerdine),  while  one  at  Gearhart,  Clatsop 
6 Jan  furnished  a rare  outer  coast  record 
(MP).  A Rusty  Blackbird  at  Sauvie  1.  9 Dec 
(IT,  JF)  and  another  at  Enterprise,  Wallowa 
18  Feb  (ph.  B.  Craig)  added  to  about  11  pre- 
vious Oregon  records,  but  singles  at 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  3 Dec  (IT),  near 
Silvana,  Snohomish  10-22  Jan  (SNi),  and  at 
Bridgeport,  Douglas  11  Feb  (tDB)  provided 
a fairly  typical  winter  yield  for  Washington. 
Washington’s  13th  Common  Grackle,  first 
found  in  Aug,  was  seen  sporadically  near 
Kennewick,  Benton  through  4 Jan  (DR).  Ore- 
gon’s 2nd  winter  Baltimore  Oriole  was  an 
ad.  male  coming  to  a feeder  in  Florence, 
Lane  from  late  Dec  through  Feb  (AC,  NS,  vt. 
0.  Schmidt,  vt.  DL).  Increasingly  found,  but 
still  not  annual  during  winter,  a Bullocks 
Oriole  overwintered  at  Brookings,  Curry  (K. 
Goldwater).  Truly  exceptional  for  the  outer 
coast  was  a White-winged  Crossbill  at  Clat- 
sop Spit  16  Jan  (TTT),  while  5 at  Mt. 
Spokane  24  Feb  were  less  surprising  (JA).  A 
Pine  Grosbeak,  rare  near  sea  level,  was  near 
Sequim,  Clallam  16  Dec  (F  Sharpe).  Com- 
mon Redpolls  are  usually  very  scarce  after 
invasion  years;  a flock  of  55  near  Florence, 
Snohomish  22  Jan  was  the  Regions  sole 
report  (TT.  Cotner). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jim  Acton,  Tom  Aversa  (WA), 
Casey  Beachcll,  David  Beaudette,  Bob 
Boekelheide,  Trent  Bray,  Marv  Breece,  Wil- 
son Cady,  Alan  Contreras,  Craig  Corder, 
Judy  Corder,  Merry  Lynn  Denny,  Mike 
Denny,  Don  DeWitt  (DDW),  Scott  Downes 
(SDs),  Dennis  Duffy,  joe  Engler,  Ruth  Fis- 
cher, Jeff  Fleischer,  Bob  Flores,  Chuck  Gates, 
Joel  Geier,  Greg  Gillson,  Ken  Goldwater, 
Wink  Gross,  Warren  Hall,  Hendrik  Herlyn, 
Randy  Hill,  Wayne  Hoffman,  Stuart  John- 
ston, Ken  Knittle,  David  Lauten,  Bruce 
LaBar  (BLB),  Bill  LaFramboise  (lower 
Columbia  Basin),  Nancy  LaFramboise,  Tom 
Mickel  (Lane),  Matt  Moskwik,  Don  Mun- 
son, Harry  Nehls  (OR),  Vic  Nelson,  Bob 
Norton  (Olympic  Pen  ),  Kimdel  Owen, 
Michael  Patterson,  Ted  Peterson,  Phil  Pick- 
ering, Dennis  Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk, 
Doug  Schonewald  (DSc),  Ryan  T.  Shaw 
(RTS),  Kevin  Spencer  (e.  Oregon),  Dan 
Stephens  (Chelan),  Noah  Strycker,  Patrick 
Sullivan  (PtS),  Paul  Sullivan,  Ruth  Sullivan, 
Todd  Thornton,  Iain  Tomlinson,  Bob  Wood- 
ley,  Charlie  Wright.  Q 


Looking  for  a Binding  Adventure ? 

Go  offshore  with  Seabirding 


Pelagic  trips  since  1986 

Departures  from 

Virginia  Beach, VA 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
Hatteras,  NC 

aboard  the  best  & fastest 
boats  available 

Friendly  knowledgeable  leaders 
with  extensive  offshore 
experience 

Chum  for  bringing  the  birds  close 

Winter  trips  for  Great  Skua 
and  alcids 

Spring  & summer  trips  for 
Gulf  Stream  specialties 
including  rar  ? Pterodromas 
and  tropicbirds 

Late  summer  trips  for  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel 


For  more  information  contact 

Brian  Patteson 
Seabirding 

PO.  Box  772 
Hatteras  NC  27943 
(252) 986-1363 

http://www.seabirding.com 


THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  CATS 
AND  WILDLIFE 


A Cats  with  bells  on  their  collars  still  kill  wildlife. 

A Even  well-fed  cats  kill  wildlife. 

A Cat-injured  wildlife  seldom  survive,  even  if  they  escape. 

A Outdoor  cats  are  exposed  to  many  hazards,  including  cars,  disease,  and  parasites 


Protect  cats,  birds,  and  other  wildlife  by  keeping  cats  indoors! 

For  more  information,  contact: 

AMERICAN  BIRD  CONSERVANCY 

Cats  Indoors!  The  Campaign  for  Safer  Birds  and  Cats 
1834  Jefferson  Place,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20036 
Phone:  202-452-1535;  Fax:  202-452-1534; 

E-mail:  abc@abcbirds.org;  Web:  www.abcbirds.org 


American 
Bird 

"Conservancy 


CATS  INDOORS! 

The  Campaign  for  Safer  Birds  & Cats 
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Scott  B.  Terrill  & Thomas  P.  Ryan 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 
H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 
3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 
San  Jose,  California  95118 
(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 
(tryan@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Herons  to  Shorebirds) 
499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@att.net) 

Steven  A.  Glover 

(Doves  to  Wrentit) 
6526  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568 
(Sgloverccc@aol.com) 

Luke  Cole 

(Thrashers  to  Finches) 
516  Hill  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(luke@igc.org) 


I erhaps  the  most  noteworthy  event  of  the 
season  was  the  list  of  exceptional  rarities 
that  occurred  in  the  Region  during  the 
winter.  These  species  included  Brown  Booby, 
Nutting’s  Flycatcher  (if  confirmed),  Philadel- 
phia Vireo,  Sedge  Wren,  and  Canada  Warbler. 
All  of  these  birds  represented  first  winter 
records  for  the  Region,  and  all  but  the  Sedge 
Wren  are  extremely  rare  anywhere  in  North 
America  in  winter.  Tom  Ryan’s  tenure  as  a 
regional  editor  has  been  much  appreciated — 
thanks  for  all  the  hard  work  over  the  past  two 
years,  Tom! 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  Bird 
Records  Committee);  C.E  (County  Park);  C.V 
(Central  Valley);  EC.B.  (Flood  Control  Basin), 
El.  (Southeast  Farallon  E,  San  Francisco ); 
G.G.R  (Golden  Gate  Park);  R.R  (Regional 
Park);  R.S.  (Regional  Shoreline);  S.B.  (State 
Beach);  S.E  (San  Francisco);  S.R.  (State 
Reserve);  S.R. A.  (State  Recreation  Area);  W.A. 
(Wildlife  Area);  W.T.P.  (Wastewater  Treatment 
Plant).  Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  sub- 
mitted without  documentation  are  not  pub- 
lished. Documentation  for  C.B.R.C.  review 
species  will  be  forwarded  to  Guy  McCaskie, 
Secretary,  P O.  Box  275,  San  Diego,  CA  91933. 
Banded  birds  on  EE  should  be  credited  to 
Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory;  those  banded  at 
Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab 
of  the  Ventana  Wilderness  Society. 


LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Quite  rare  inland,  a Red-throated  Loon  at 
Kutras  L.,  Redding  18  Dec — 6 Jan  (BY,  CY, 
BED,  Ray  Bruun)  represented  a 2nd  for  Shasta. 
Up  to  10  Pacific  Loons  were  deflected  inland 
into  Santa  Clara  by  strong  Pacific  storms  in 
Dec  (m.  ob.).  Eight  Common  Loons  on  Clear 
L.,  Lake  21  Dec  (JRW,  m.  ob.)  represented  an 
unusually  large  concentration  for  an  inland 
location  in  winter.  “Al,”  the  infamous  Laysan 
Albatross,  returned  to  the  Pt.  Arena  Cove, 
Mendocino  for  the  9th  consecutive  winter 
(RJK,  DT,  m.  ob.).  The  only  other  Laysan 
reported  was  offshore  of  Monterey  in  late  Jan 
(RT).  A Mottled  Petrel  crash-landed  3 Feb  on 
the  s.  spit  of  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  (’'’Hum- 
boldt State  University).  Although  sporadic  in 
small  numbers  far  offshore,  this  species  is 
quite  rare  close  to  land.  Two  late  Buller’s  Shear- 
waters were  off  Laguna  Pt.,  MacKerricher  S.R, 
Mendocino  5 Jan  (GEC,  CEV,  MMtt,  DT).  A 
subad.  Brown  Booby  at  the  Pillar  Pt.  Harbor  2 
Jan — 15  Mar  (tRSTh,  vt.  LLu,  ph.  JM,  ph. 
LWC,  m.  ob.)  was  a first  for  San  Mateo  and  the 
first  to  winter  in  the  Region.  The  vast  majority 
of  records  occur  in  the  summer  and  fall. 

Cattle  Egret  reports  continue  to  dwindle. 
Four  reports  of  up  to  5 birds  were  received  for 
Dec;  the  only  Jan  report  was  one  in  Areata, 
Humboldt  21-26  Jan  (Paul  Lohse,  KGR).  This 
species  has  now  gone  unrecorded  for  a full  two 
years  in  Santa  Cruz.  Perhaps  the  first  winter 
record  for  Modoc , a Turkey  Vulture  was  at 
Likely  8 Feb  2003  (PJM,  DS,  FrT).  A “nearly 
white”  leucistic  Turkey  Vulture,  affectionately 
dubbed  “Moby”  by  locals,  was  seen  through- 
out the  period  in  s.  Morin;  it  was  first  noted 
during  the  fall  on  5 Sep  (Mark  Fenn). 

An  Emperor  Goose  was  shot  by  a hunter  on 
South  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  in  Nov  or  Dec 
(fide  SPa).  Another  frequenting  Moonglow 
Dairy,  Monterey  29  Dec — 7 Jan  (YG,  ph.  BHl, 
m.  ob.)  was  thought  to  have  suffered  the  same 
fate  on  the  last  date.  Goose  flocks  flying  s.  over 
Lewiston  contained  53  Snow  and  44  Ross’s 
Geese  28  Dec  (SAG,  BAP),  the  5th  and  3rd 
Trinity  records,  respectively,  for  these  species. 
Up  to  10  Ross’s  Geese  at  the  Areata  Bottoms  2- 
22  Feb  (RbF,  DFx,  RLeV,  JCP)  made  for  a 
record  high  count  for  Humboldt ; in  contrast, 
the  species  was  absent  from  Santa  Cruz  for  the 
first  winter  since  1983  (fide  DLSu).  Two  ad. 
Trumpeter  Swans  were  at  Tule  Lake  N.W.R., 
Siskiyou  26-27  Dec  (tKevin  Spencer).  Three 
more  ads.  were  at  Modoc  N.W.R.,  Modoc  8 Feb 
(PJM,  DS,  JFrT),  with  one  remaining  through 
20  Feb  (Marcel  Holyoak,  ADeM).  A Bewick’s 
Swan  was  reported  from  White  L.  at  Lower 
Klamath  N.W.R.,  Siskiyou  4-28  Feb  (RE). 

Over  120  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  reported, 
with  high  counts  of  59  at  Gray  Lodge  Water- 
fowl  Management  Area,  Butte  26  Dec  (BED) 
and  10  at  Bolinas  Lagoon,  Marin  in  early  Jan 
(RS).  Eight  Common  (Eurasian  Green- 
winged) Teal  included  Mendocino’s  first,  a male 
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at  L.  Mendocino  3 Dec  (GEC).  Observers  tal- 
1 lied  11  Tufted  Ducks  and  2 apparent  Tufted 
j Duck  hybrids  from  coastal  and  S.E  bayside 
locations  this  season.  The  Coyote  Pt.,  San 
Mateo  Harlequin  Duck  flew  in  from  the  north 
7 Feb  (RSTh)  after  a lengthy  absence  but  was 
not  noted  after  that.  A female  at  Capitola 
Beach  12-14  Dec  (DLSu)  was  rare  for  Santa 
Cruz , and  5 males  and  a female  around  Mon- 
terey Harbor  by  the  end  of  the  period  doubled 
the  previous  single-season  high  count  for 
Monterey  (m.  ob.,  ph.  BHl,  ph.  DR).  Up  to  23 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported,  including 
one  shot  by  a hunter  in  Shasta  14  Dec  ( fide 
BED),  Trinity’s  5th  at  Trinity  L.  24  Feb  (JLx), 
one  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  13  Dec  (JLD),  and 
one  nw.  of  Corcoran,  Kings  7 Dec — 25  Jan 
(Kimberly  Kreitinger,  RH,  ADeM).  Wayward 
Barrows  Goldeneyes  included  a male  at  Dorris 
Res.,  Modoc  8 Feb  (PJM,  DS,  FrT)  and  Sutter’s 
2nd  record  (2  birds)  at  the  Sutter  Bypass  29 
Jan — 20  Feb  (TDM,  BWb,  JLx).  An  ad.  male  at 
College  L.  9 Jan  (CGE)  was  the  first  in  Santa 
Cniz  in  nine  years.  Two  hybrid  goldeneyes 
were  reported  from  Candlestick  Pt.,  S.E  26 
Dec  (Brian  Fitch),  and  a male  was  at  Shoreline 
L.,  Santa  Clara  though  24  Jan  (m.  ob.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Bald  Eagles  were  numerous  near  Humboldt 
Bay,  Humboldt , with  14  being  a new  high  count 
for  the  Willow  Creek  C.B.C.  21  Dec  ( fide 
DFx).  An  imm.  Northern  Goshawk  was  care- 
fully studied  near  Corralitos,  Santa  Cruz  1 Jan 
(tDLSu,  CGE).  Unusual  in  winter,  especially 
inland,  an  imm.  Broad-winged  Hawk  at  San 
Luis  N.W.R.  and  nearby  Sante  Fe  Grade, 
Merced  5 Jan — 2 Feb  (Larry  Parmeter,  ph. 
LCh,  m.  ob.)  delighted  C.V  visitors.  An  ad. 
was  in  the  mountains  of  Santa  Cruz  15-27  Jan 
(Vladimir  Dinets,  DLSu).  The  ad.  male  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  found  in  Nov  wintered  in  the 
lower  Carmel  Valley,  Monterey  17  Dec — 28 
Feb+  (m.  ob.,  ph.  DR).  Single  Yellow  Rails 
were  again  reported  from  Grizzly  L,  Solano  11 
& 17  Dec  (Chad  Fien,  ADeM).  A Black  Rail  at 
the  Turlock  L.  inlet  11  Jan  (DGY)  was  the  first 
for  Stanislaus.  Last  season’s  Greater  Sandhill 
Crane  continued  at  the  Garcia  R.  Flats,  Mendo- 
cino through  the  period  (m.  ob.). 

Single  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  graced  four 
coastal  counties  in  Dec  and  Jan;  a 5th  bird 
slightly  inland  in  Santa  Clara  remained  until 
14  Feb  (MMR).  Heavy  rains  forced  large  num- 
bers of  Snowy  Plovers  to  the  Ravenswood  salt 
ponds  at  the  w.  end  of  the  Dumbarton  Bridge, 
with  264  found  there  11  Jan  Q.  Krauel,  Kris 
Olson),  a record-high  count  for  San  Mateo.  A 
Wandering  Tattler  at  Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda 
19  Jan  (RJR)  was  unexpected;  also  surprising, 
the  species  went  unrecorded  in  Santa  Cruz  for 
the  2nd  winter  in  a row  ( fide  DLSu).  A Sander- 
ling  near  the  City  of  Davis  Wetlands  1 Jan  was 
the  first  to  be  found  in  Yolo  in  winter,  while  2 
Whimbrels  there  22  Dec  were  also  unseasonal 


(bothJKn).  Yolo  Ruffs  graced  the  City  of  Davis 
Wetlands  28  Dec  (JKn)  and  continued  at  the 
Yolo  Bypass  W.A.  1 Dec  & 9 Feb — 1 Mar  (m. 
ob.).  Sutter’s  2nd  was  a first-winter  male  e.  of 
Rio  Oso  10  Jan  (ph.  TEa,  BWb).  Another  C.V. 
Ruff  was  at  the  Merced  N.W.R. , Merced  26  Feb 


(Bev  Brock).  Sightings  of  male  Ruffs  around 
Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  14  Dec — 28  Feb+ 
(KGR,  DFx,  MWa)  were  thought  to  pertain  to 
a single  wintering  individual.  A female  in 
Alviso,  Santa  Clara  1-20  Feb  (AME,  m.  ob.) 
was  likely  a returning  bird.  A Wilson’s 
Phalarope  lingered  at  the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A., 
Yolo  through  9 Dec  (AEn);  another  at  the  Kent 
Ave.  Ponds,  Kings  26  Feb  (LWC)  was  likely 
wintering.  Storms  in  Dec  forced  Red 
Phalaropes  onshore.  Over  200  in  Montara, 
San  Mateo  16  Dec  (AJ)  was  the  high  count 
noted.  Dozens  turned  up  the  same  day  in  S.E 
and  on  S.E  Bay,  and  a few  graced  bay  area 
lakes,  reservoirs,  and  salt  ponds  16-29  Dec 
(m.  ob.).  The  last  birds  noted  away  from  the 
coast  were  up  to  18  on  the  Alviso  salt  ponds, 
Santa  Clara  27  Dec — 8 Jan  (Roland  Kenner, 
Pat  Kenny,  m.  ob.). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Two  Laughing  Gulls  were  found  in  the  Region 
this  winter:  MacKerricher  S.P.,  Mendocino  1 
Feb — 16  Mar  (ACup,  JCup,  m.  ob.)  and  Red- 
ding, Shasta  14-20  Feb  (ph.  BY,  CY,  m.  ob.). 
Both  birds  represented  2nd  county  records.  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  at  Folsom  L.  8 Dec  was  a 3rd 
for  Placer.  Scarce  far  inland,  especially  e.  of  the 
Sierran  crest,  a Thayer’s  Gull  was  at  Benton 
Crossing,  Mono  13  Dec  (JLD).  Several  juv.  Ice- 
land ( kumlieni ) Gulls  were  reported  without 
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details  from  Yolo.  The  identification  and  tax- 
onomy of  the  thayeri-kumlieni  complex  is 
problematic  and  very  detailed  documentation 
(preferably  photographs  or  specimens)  is  nec- 
essary to  substantiate  extralimital  records.  An 
ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Elkhorn 
Slough  1 1 Jan  (tTEa,  tSRv)  would  rep- 
resent a 2nd  for  Monterey  if  accepted  by 
the  C.B.R.C.  Ten  Western  Gulls 
reported  from  C.V  locations  is  about 
typical  for  recent  years.  This  species 
was  formerly  considered  very  rare  far 
inland,  but  inland  records  have  steadily 
increased  over  the  past  few  decades. 
Approximately  15  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
reported  in  the  Region.  Mew  Gulls, 
while  common  on  the  coast,  are  nor- 
mally scarce  well  inland,  where  19  were 
reported,  including  a first  for  Calaveras 
at  Comanche  L.  16  Feb  (TS).  Although 
not  quite  as  far  inland,  an  impressive 
214  Mew  Gulls  were  on  Conn  L.,  Napa 
25  Jan  (RS,  LLu,  CLu).  A rare  straggler 
from  offshore  waters,  a Black-legged 
Kittiwake  in  a C.V  irrigation  canal  near 
Santa  Nella  30  Dec — 12  Jan  (ph.  MMR, 
vt.  LLu,  CLu,  m.  ob.)  was  a first  for 
Merced.  Late  Elegant  Terns  were  in 
Santa  Cruz,  Capitola  Beach  3 Dec 
(DLSu)  and  New  Brighton  S.B.  4 Jan 
(DLSu,  Chris  G.  Emmons)  and  in  Mon- 
terey at  Moss  Landing  1 Jan  (GWP, 
ADeM,  RN).  The  wintering  Black  Skim- 
mers at  Charleston  Slough,  Santa  Clara 
ranged  from  14  to  21  birds  during  the  period 
(m.  ob.). 

Marbled  and  Ancient  Murrelets  were  quite 
close  to  shore  in  Monterey  Bay  in  Dec  and  Jan, 
offering  stunning  views,  but  single  scripp si 
Xantus’s  Murrelets  off  Del  Monte  Beach  12 
Dec  (Chuck  Hunter,  Peggy  Gallagher)  and  off 
the  Coast  Guard  pier,  Monterey  13  Jan  (tDR) 
were  exceptional,  both  for  location  and  sea- 
son. This  species  typically  occurs  well  offshore 
during  warm  water  periods  in  summer  and  fall 
and  is  quite  rare  in  inshore  waters. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  near  Hacienda  Spillway, 
Kings  5 Jan  was  a superb  find  for  the  C.V.  floor 
( RH ) . A White-winged  Dove  at  Half  Moon  Bay, 
San  Mateo  1 1 Jan  was  a nice  winter  sighting 
(TAC).  Rare  in  winter,  Common  Poorwills 
were  at  Potter  Valley,  Mendocino  8 Jan  (GEC) 
and  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San  Mateo  10-17  Jan 
(Julie  Thayer).  Unusual  humingbirds  included 
a Costa’s  at  Trinidad  to  at  least  6 Jan  (rare  in 
Humboldt,  tLarry  Karsteadt)  and  Mono’s  first 
winter  record  at  Paradise  22  Dec  (Debbie 
House).  The  obliging  male  Williamson’s  Sap- 
sucker  was  present  near  Pebble  Beach,  Mon- 
terey through  at  least  28  Feb  (m.  ob.).  Five  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers  made  a typical  winter 
showing. 

A Least  Flycatcher  wintered  near  Natural 


As  many  as  six  Harlequin  Ducks  graced  the  Monterey  Harbor  and  nearby 
Cannery  Row,  in  Monterey  County,  California  this  season.  These  birds  were 
photographed  19  January  2003  inside  Monterey  Harbor.  Photographs  by  Sill  Hill. 
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I Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  12  Dec — 1 Mar 
(TSGe,  m.  ob.).  The  only  other  Empidonax 
reported  were  a lingering  Hammond’s  at 
Cosumnes  R.R,  Sacramento  8 Dec  (JTr),  a 
Pacific-slope  at  Soquel  Cr.,  Santa  Cruz  14-30 
Dec  (DLSu),  and  a “Western”  near  Pescadero, 
San  Mateo  4-5  Jan  (ADeM).  Three  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  found:  14  Dec — 10  Jan  near 
Olema  Marsh,  Marin  (RS),  30  Dec  at  Bolinas, 
Marin  (Tom  Gardali),  and  13-16  Jan  near  Bald- 
win Cr.,  Santa  Cruz  (DLSu,  CGE).  Male 
Vermillion  Flycatchers  brightened  up  the 
C.V.  at  Los  Banos  W.A.,  Merced  18  Feb — 3 
Mar  (Sam  & Bob  Power,  in.  ob.)  and,  for  the 
3rd  consecutive  winter,  at  Lemoore  Gun 
Club,  Kings  2-6  Dec  (Mark  Stacy,  Jeff  Seay). 

An  unidentified  Myiarchus  flycatcher  at 
Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  5 Jan  was  thought  to 
be  an  Ash-thoated  (SGe);  another  at  Half 
Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  26  Jan  may  have  been  a 
Dusky-capped  (RSTh).  Single  Tropical  King- 
birds were  at  Live  Oak,  Santa  Cruz  through  16 

I Dec  (Gene  Gerlach,  DLSu),  Pt.  Pinos,  Mon- 
terey 30  Dec — 19  (an  (RbF,  m.  ob.),  and 
Colma,  San  Mateo  21  Dec — 13  Mar  (Russell 
Bright,  Arlene  Gemmill,  Jim  Weigant).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  near  Lincoln  27  Dec  was  an 
overdue  first  for  Placer  and  the  only  “Solitary” 
Vireo  reported  in  the  Region  (tSAG).  A 
Philadelphia  Vireo  at  Wilder  Ranch  S.P.,  Santa 
Cruz  7-21  Feb  was  the  first  ever  found  in  the 

I Region  in  winter  (tDLSu).  Cliff  Swallows  are 
extremely  rare  in  the  Region  in  winter,  so  3 in 
the  Presidio,  San  Francisco  27  Dec  (fide  DPM) 
and  another  at  McNabney  Marsh  near  Mar- 
tinez, Contra  Costa  20  Jan  (Dennis  & Patricia 
Braddy)  were  more  than  noteworthy. 

A secretive  Sedge  Wren  at  Half  Moon  Bay 
S.B.  7 Dec — 5 Mar+  was  an  astonishing  find,  as 
it  was  not  only  the  first  for  San  Mateo  and  4th 
for  the  Region  but  possibly  the  first  known  to 
have  overwintered  in  w.  North  America 
(tPJM,  ph.  HCo,  m.  ob.).  Noteworthy  Moun- 
tain Bluebird  sightings  included  a male  at  the 


Moss  Landing  Cemetery,  Monterey  18  Dec — 5 
Feb  (RF,  Rob  Burton,  m.  ob.),  4 at  L.  Berryessa 
23  Feb  (rare  in  Napa ; Murray  Berner),  and  8 at 
Potter  Valley  24-28  Feb  (rare  in  Mendocino; 
GEC).  A high  count  of  220  Varied  Thrushes  at 
Cosumnes  R.P,  Sacramento  8 Dec  was  an 
extraordinary  number  (JTr). 

MIJVIIDS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Gray  Catbirds  at  Moss  Beach,  San  Mateo  12 
Dec — 29  Jan  (Barbara  Cosse,  PJM,  RSTh,  m. 
ob.)  and  Lodi  L.,  San  Joaquin  15  Jan+  (Kurt 
Mize,  LLu,  CLu)  were  a treat.  A Sage  Thrasher 
at  the  U.C.  Davis  Raptor  Center,  Solano  15 
Feb+  was  unusual  on  the  C.V.  floor  (Ron 
Melzer,  m.  ob.).  Two  Bohemian  Waxwings 
were  along  Hwy  295,  Modoc  15  Feb  (Marcel 
Holyoak). 

Expected  wintering  warblers,  all  coastal 
unless  otherwise  noted,  included  2 Tennessee, 
18  Nashville,  4 Yellow  (one  1 Feb  at  Merced 
N.W.R.,  Merced , Dave  Froba),  15  Black- 
throated  Gray  (7  in  Sacramento ),  15  Palm,  8 
Wilsons,  14  Hermit  (including  a first-fall 
female  11  Jan  at  Turlock  L.,  Stanislaus , tjim 
Gain),  and  an  American  Redstart.  A male 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  returned  for  a 
2nd  winter  to  a Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  back- 


yard, seen  throughout  the  period  (Kumaran 
Aral,  Madeline  Spencer,  m.  ob.).  A cooperative 
female  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at 
Laguna  Grande  Park  30  Dec — 1 Mar  was  a 
first  wintering  record  for  Monterey  (SRv,  tJSL, 
ph.  BHl,  ph.  DR,  m.  ob.).  Three  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  were  along  the  coast,  and  one 
was  at  the  American  R.  Parkway,  Sacramento  1 
Dec  (Kerry  Lewis).  There  were  fewer  s.  and  e. 
warblers  this  winter  than  usual. 

The  biggest  parulid  news  was  an  imm. 
female  Canada  Warbler  discovered  on  the  San 
Francisco  C.B.C.  at  the  S.F  Zoo  27  Dec  and 
seen  through  10  Feb  (Dan  Murphy,  tMWE, 
ph.  JM,  m.  ob.).  This  bird  apparently  repre- 
sents not  only  the  first  documented  wintering 
record  for  North  America  but  the  first  winter 
record  anywhere  n.  of  Costa  Rica  (1998. 
American  Ornithologists’  Union,  Check-list  of 
North  American  Birds);  indeed,  we  opined  in 
these  pages  (F.N.  52:  254)  that  Canadas — 
along  with  Blackpoll,  Cerulean,  and  Connecti- 
cut Warblers — were  unlikely  ever  to  winter  in 
the  state  because  “they  are  the  only  North 
American  parulids  to  winter  exclusively  in  the 
Amazon  Basin  of  South  America  or  the  adja- 
cent Andean  foothills.” 

Three  Summer  Tanagers  included  2 in 
Santa  Cruz , a female  returning  for  a 2nd  win- 
ter to  Soquel  Cr.  30  Nov — 16  Feb  (DLSu, 
CGE)  and  another  female  at  Lighthouse  Field 
S.B.  5 Dec — 7 Jan  (SGe,  Ryan  DiGaudio, 
DLSu).  A male  was  at  Laguna  Grande  Park, 
Monterey  29  Dec — 2 Feb  (ph.  David  Moen, 
SRv,  m.  ob.).  Three  Western  Tanagers  in  Shasta 
were  unprecedented:  Battle  Creek  W.A.  10  Dec 
(Ray  Braun),  Redding  3 Jan — 22  Feb,  and 
Anderson  2 Feb  (BAP). 

SPARROWS 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  26  Jan  at  Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda  was  the  first  record  for  that  location 
(RJR).  One  wintering  in  a backyard  in  Pacific 
Grove,  Monterey  (21  Oct+)  was  singing  by 
early  Feb  (ph.  RC,  ph.  DR,  m.  ob.).  A Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrow  near  Norton,  Yolo  9-24  Feb 
was  unusual  on  the  C.V.  floor  (JKn,  Peter 
Armstrong).  American  Tree  Sparrows  included 
one  8 Dec — 15  Jan  at  Areata  Marsh,  Humboldt 


C A 8am  Swallows  staged  an  impressive  invasion  for  the  second  consecutive  year.  Though  this  season's  total  of  over  149 

I T birds  was  slightly  less  than  last  year's  200,  it  was  still  far  more  than  have  ever  been  recorded  prior  to  that  in  the  49- 
year  history  of  our  notebooks.  Once  again,  this  phenomenon  was  almost  completely  coastal  or  near-coastal,  with  just  three 
C.V.  reports:  one  on  1 5 Dec  at  the  Winters  W.T.P.,  Yolo  ( fide  Chris  Conard);  one  at  the  Modesto  W.T.P.,  Stanislaus  29  Dec  (JHG, 
M.  Cummins);  and  one  at  Kutras  L„  Shasta  22  Jan  (BED).  A single  bird  at  Mono  City,  Mono  29  Jan  was  the  only  one  reported 
from  the  Great  Basin  and  was  over  a month  early  (KNN,  Chris  McCreedy).  Of  nine  reports  1 0-27  Dec,  all  were  of  one  to  3 birds. 
The  first  "flock,"  10  birds  at  Antonelli  Pond,  Santa  Cruz  ms  noted  28  Dec  (DLSu).  The  largest  flock  was  a northbound  group 
of  18  birds  at  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  14  Jan  (WGB,  Ryan  Bakelaar).  Small  numbers  were  present  along  the  coast  until  9 Feb. 
Very  few  if  any  of  the  birds  involved  appeared  to  linger  more  than  a day  or  two.  That  at  least  the  bulk  of  the  birds  involved 
were  very  early  northbound  migrants  seems  to  be  almost  beyond  doubt.  The  earliest  reports  (10  Dec)  were  from  Monterey 
and  Santa  Clara,  both  in  the  s.  portion  of  the  Region.  The  earliest  n.  coast  report  was  of  4 at  MacKerricher  S.B.,  Mendocino  13 
Jan  (DT).  At  least  43  of  the  birds  were  specifically  noted  as  moving  northward  along  the  coast.  And,  once  again,  regions  to 
the  n.  of  this  one  experienced  a significant  invasion,  with  very  small  numbers  present  in  Oregon,  Washington,  and  British 
Columbia  in  December,  followed  by  large  incursions  in  mid-January  (S.  Mlodinow,  D.  Cecile,  pers.  comm.). 
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On  1 Jan,  a Myiarchus  flycatcher  was  found  in  a yard  in  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz.  Gerow  was  asked  to  view  the  bird  on  2 
Jan,  and  he  felt  that  the  bird  showed  many  characteristics  of  a Nutting's  Flycatcher,  a bird  never  before  seen  in  the 
Region  and  only  seen  once  previously  in  California  (in  Orange  County  1 1 Nov  2000 — 26  Mar  2001).  On  3 Jan,  several  skilled 
and  cautious  observers  viewed  the  bird  and  concurred  with  that  identification.  The  bird  remained  until  at  least  3 Feb  and  was 
seen  by  hundreds  of  observers  (Michelle  Scott,  tSGe,  tDLSu,  tJM,  tDR,  tCurtis  Marantz,  vt.  LLu).  It  was  aged  as  a first-winter 
bird  by  the  presence  of  retained  juv.  secondaries. 

Although  the  bird  was  thoroughly  documented  with  excellent  photographs  and  written  descriptions,  plumage  differences 
separating  the  Nutting's  Flycatcher  from  the  very  similar  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  are  subtle  and  derived  mainly  from  summer 
specimens  taken  on  the  breeding  grounds.  The  extent  to  which  these  features  are  diagnostic  is  uncertain,  particularly  for  first- 
winter  birds.  The  two  characteristics  widely  considered  most  reliable  for  separating  these  two  species  are  the  color  of  the  bill 
lining  and  calls.  The  Nutting's  orange  bill  lining  is  regarded  as  diagnostic.  Many  observers  believed  the  bill  lining  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  bird  to  be  orange  (and  most  thought  it  to  be  at  least  bright),  while  others  thought  it  pink.  The  only  photograph  showing 
the  bill  lining  is  not  definitive  but  does  not  suggest  that  the  color  was  bright  orange.  On  the  other  hand,  Suddjian  and  Gerow, 
who  spent  the  most  time  with  the  bird,  felt  strongly  that  the  lining  was  indeed  orange.  The  Nutting's  call,  often  described  as 
"wheet,"  is  said  to  be  diagnostic  and  was  given  often  by  the  Orange  County  bird.  A few  observers  reported  hearing  this  call 
from  the  Santa  Cruz  bird,  but  it  was  never  recorded.  Typically,  observers  reported  hearing  other  call  notes  that  may  not  be 
diagnostic  for  either  species.  Many  observers  commented  that  these  calls  matched  nothing  they  had  ever  heard  from  an  Ash- 
throated,  but  few  had  any  experience  with  either  species  on  the  wintering  grounds.  Without  recordings  of  the  diagnostic  call 
note,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  identify  this  bird  with  confidence  until  the  key  field  marks  are  better  understood. 
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(COg,  STu,  JWo)  and  3 at  the  Dechambeau 
ponds,  Mono  8 Dec  (Chris  McCreedy).  Three 
of  the  4 Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  coastal, 
including  a probable  late  migrant  1 Dec  at 
Areata,  Humboldt  (JTz),  and  2 imms.  in  Santa 
Cruz : one  15-26  Dec  at  Watsonville  (DLSu, 
Jeff  Smallwood)  and  one 
overwintering  6 Jan — 26  Feb 
at  Lombardi  Cr.  (DLSu).  The 
other,  1-4  Dec  at  U.C.  Davis 
Community  Gardens,  was 
apparently  only  the  2nd  Yolo 
record  (Steve  Hampton).  The 
only  Lark  Bunting  was  a 
female  near  the  Sutter  Buttes, 

Sutter  26  Dec  (Richard  Red- 
mond). 

A systematic  survey  of 
grasslands  at  Wilder  Ranch 
S.P.,  Santa  Cruz  14  Jan 
turned  up  7 Grasshopper 
Sparrows  (DLSu,  CGE). 

Reports  of  4 came  from  Santa 
Clara , and  one  n.  of  Novato 
provided  only  the  2nd  winter 
record  for  Marin  (RS).  Thirty-nine  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  all  coastal  (with  18  in  Santa 
Cruz ) except  for  singles  at  Mono  L.  C.R,  Mono 
Nov — 12  Dec  (Chris  McCreedy)  and  the  City 
of  Davis  Wetlands,  Yolo  25  Dec  (JKn).  Reports 
of  92  White-throated  Sparrows  from  through- 
out the  Region  demonstrate  how  widespread 
this  “rarity”  is;  impressive  were  Santa  Cruz’s  41 
records.  Five  Harris’s  Sparrows  included  2 in 
Santa  Cruz  (Kathy  Wells,  DLSu,  Wayne  & 
Sylvia  Macon)  and  one  in  Plumas  (Martin 
Meyers).  An  imm.  at  Lema  Ranch  18  Jan — 27 
Feb  (Jim  Hutton,  m.  ob.)  was  the  first  C.V. 
winter  record  in  Shasta.  An  ad.  on  Dowd  Rd. 
w.  of  Lincoln  was  only  the  2nd  record  for 
Placer  (TEa,  JCS,  m.  ob.). 

LONGSPURS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Extensive  searching,  particularly  by  Easterla, 
has  revealed  that  three  species  of  longspur  are 
apparently  rare  but  regular  winter  visitors  to 
the  C.V;  each  winter  brings  discoveries  of  the 
birds  in  new  counties,  and  this  year  was  no 
exception.  The  only  McCown’s  Longspur  was 
one  w.  of  Lincoln,  Placer  28  Dec  (TEa). 
Notable  on  3 Jan  were  Stanislaus’s  first  Lapland 
(TEa)  and  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  (TEa, 
Harold  Reeve,  Eric  Caine).  Chestnut-collared 
Longspur  reports  included  4 along  Riley  Rd., 
Sacramento  7 Dec  (Andrew  Engilis),  2 at  the 
Herbert  Preserve,  Tulare  1 Dec  (RH,  KEK),  and 
one  w.  of  Lincoln,  Placer  27  Dec  (TEa,  JCS). 
There  were  10  Lapland  Longspur  reports  from 
Santa  Cruz  to  Siskiyou.  The  Regions  only 
Snow  Bunting  continued  at  Mad  R.  Slough 
W.A.,  Humboldt  through  4 Dec  (JTz). 

Five  coastal  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  was 
below  average;  no  Black-headed  Grosbeaks 
were  reported.  An  extremely  late  imm.  male 
Blue  Grosbeak  in  Trinidad  21  Dec  (Gail  Kenny, 


This  skulking  Sedge  Wren,  present  at  Half  Moon 
Bay,  San  Mateo  County,  California  from  7 December 
2002  (here  10  December)  to  at  least  IS  March  2003 
may  have  been  the  first  to  overwinter  in  western 
North  America.  Photograph  by  Hugh  Cotter. 


Matt  Wachs)  provided  Humboldt  with  its  3rd 
record  for  2002.  An  imm.  male  Indigo  Bunting 
visited  a Montara,  San  Mateo  feeder  28-29  Dec 
(AJ),  while  a female  at  Branciforte  Dip  15-24 
Feb  (tSGe,  DLSu)  and  a male  at  Lafayette  28 
Feb+  (Maury  Stern)  provided  first  winter 
records  for  Santa 
Cruz  and  Contra 
Costa , respectively. 
A female  Rusty 
Blackbird  that 
spent  12  Jan — 8 
Mar  in  a Santa 
Clara  mall  park- 
ing lot  was  a first 
for  Santa  Clara 
(ph.  Chris  & Cyn- 
die  Illes,  ph.  m. 
ob.).  A Common 
Grackle  visiting  a 
feeder  in  Tule  L. 
30  Jan+  was  only 
the  2nd  docu- 
mented in  Siski- 
you (ph.  tKevin 
Spencer,  David  Haupt,  Ray  Eckstrom).  Great- 
tailed Grackles  were  reported  from  five  coun- 
ties, with  a female  25-26  Jan  at  Lema  Ranch 
being  the  only  winter  record  for  Shasta  (Larry 
Siemens,  BAP).  An  imm.  male  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole was  at  El  Estero 
Cemetery,  Monterey  30 
Dec— 12  Jan  (BJW,  m. 
ob.),  while  4 Hoodeds 
and  4 Bullock’s  were 
below  average. 

A House  Finch  at 
Bridgeport  3 Jan  was 
Mono’s  first  winter 
record  (RS).  Lesser 
Goldfinches  appear  to 
be  increasing  in  Mono , 
with  flocks  at  Mono 
City  9-11  Dec  (River 
Gates,  Chris  Mc- 
Creedy) and  Lee  Vin- 
ing  4 Jan  (RS,  Heather 
Cameron).  The  only 
Evening  Grosbeak 
reports  were  of  singles 
at  Pacific  Grove,  Mon- 
terey 30  Dec  (CT, 

BMth)  and  Saratoga, 

Santa  Clara  in  mid-Feb 
(Jane  Hodge,  fide 
MJM). 


Corrigenda:  In  Vol- 
ume 56,  No.  4,  we 
incorrectly  stated  that 
an  Anna’s  Hummingbird  nest  provided  the 
first  breeding  record  for  Mono.  In  fact,  we 
published  the  true  first  record  in  Volume  52, 
No.  4.  We  thank  PJM  for  bringing  this  to  our 
attention.  The  sentence  in  N.A.B.  56:  484, 


Completely  unexpected  in  the  Central  Valley  in 
winter,  this  Broad-winged  Hawk  apparently 
overwintered  in  and  around  the  San  Luis  N.W.R., 
Merced  County,  California.  This  digiscoped  image 
of  the  bird  was  captured  along  the  Sante  Fe 
Grade  12  January  2003.  Photograph  bytes  Chibana. 


should  read:  “Five  reports  of  Virginias  War- 
bler from  Mono  20-29  Jun....  last  year’s  breed- 
ing was  the  first  detected  in  Mono  Basin  since 
1975.”  The  species  nests  each  year  in  small 
numbers  in  the  Glass  Mt.  Range  and  Benton 
Hills  in  se.  Mono  (PJM). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Edward  C.  Beedy,  William  G. 
Bousman  (Santa  Clara),  Penelope  K.  Bowen 
(Alpine  & Calaveras),  Rita  Carratello, 
Theodore  A.  Chandik,  George  E.  Chaniot, 
Les  Chibana,  Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings),  Hugh 
Cotter,  Art  Cupples,  Janet  Cupples,  A1 
DeMartini,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties ), 
Mark  W.  Eaton  (S.E  City),  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Todd 
Easterla,  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  Chris  G.  Emmons, 
Andrew  Engilis,  Jr.,  David  Fix  (Humboldt), 
Rick  Fournier,  Rob  Fowler  (RbF),  James  H. 
Gain,  Steve  Gerow,  Yohn  Gideon,  Steven  A. 
Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Rob  Hansen,  Bill  Hill, 
John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Alvaro  Jaramillo, 
Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Jon  King, 
Kimberly  E.  Kreitinger,  Robin  L.C.  Leong 
(Napa  & Solano),  Gary  S.  Lester,  Ron  LeVal- 
ley,  Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  Jim 
Lomax,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael  J.  Mam- 
rnoser,  Timothy  D.  Manolis,  Blake  Matheson 
(BMth),  Matthew  A.  Matthiessen,  Peter  J. 

Metropulos  (San  Mateo), 
Mac  McCormick  (Sierra 
& Plumas ),  Joe  Morlan, 
Dan  P.  Murphy,  Kristie  N. 
Nelson  (Mono),  Rod  Nor- 
den,  Chet  Ogan  (COg), 
Gary  W.  Page,  Steve  Pagli- 
ughi,  Ed  Pandolfino 
(Placer),  Barbara  A.  Peck, 
Jude  C.  Power 
(Humboldt),  Peter  Pyle 
(El.),  Robert  J.  Richmond 
(Alameda),  Don  Roberson 
(Monterey),  Michael  M. 
Rogers,  Kerry  G.  Ross, 
Steve  Rovell,  Ruth  A. 
Rudesill  (Sonoma),  David 
Shuford,  Rich  Stallcup, 
John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc), 
Tim  Steurer,  David  L. 
Suddjian  (DLSu;  Santa 
Cmz),  Richard  Ternullo, 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim 
Tietz,  Dorothy  Tobkin, 
Francis  Toldi,  John  Tro- 
chet,  Steve  Tucker,  Kent 
Van  Vuren  (Merced  & San 
Benito),  Chuck  E.  Vaughn, 
Matt  Wachs,  Bruce  Webb, 
Brian  J.  Weed  (BJW), 
Jerry  R.  White  (Lake),  Brian  D.  Williams 
(Nevada),  Jared  Wolf  (["Wo),  David  G.  Yee, 
Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  were  not  specifically  cited;  all  are 
appreciated.  © 
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Substantial  rains  in  February,  follow- 
ing the  driest  January  on  record  in 
most  of  the  Region,  brought  local 
drought  conditions  to  an  end.  Highlights 
included  a Masked  Booby  on  San 
Clemente  I.,  a Prairie  Warbler  and  up  to 
17  Bronzed  Cowbirds  in  the  Coachella 
Valley,  and  nearly  a dozen  Sprague’s  Pipits 
along  with  California’s  6th  wintering  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  in  the  Imperial  Valley.  A 
“lowlight,”  certainly,  was  the  striking 
scarcity  of  Eared  Grebes,  scavenging 
gulls,  and  large  piscivorous  birds  (peli- 
cans, cormorants)  at  the  Salton  Sea 
through  the  period;  it  remains  uncertain 
whether  this  situation  mirrors  a tempo- 
rary reduction  in  the  aquatic  prey  base  or 
reflects  a longer-term  failure  of  the  Sea’s 
ecosystems. 


(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


Abbreviations;  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval 
Air  Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern); 
E.A.EB.  (Edwards  Air  Force  Base,  se. 
Kern);  F.C.R.  (Furnace  Creek  Ranch, 
Death  Valley  National  Monument,  Inyo); 
G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill  Park  in  extreme  e. 
Kern);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea, 
Riverside);  S.C.R.E.  (Santa  Clara  River 


Estuary  near  Ventura,  Ventura);  S.E.S.S. 
(s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial); 
S.EK.R.P.  (South  Fork  Kern  River  Pre- 
serve near  Weldon,  Kern);  VA.EB.  (Van- 
denberg  Air  Force  Base  in  nw.  Santa  Bar- 
bara); V.C.G.R  (Ventura  County  Game 
Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  Naval  Air  Station, 
Ventura).  Because  virtually  all  rarities  in 
s.  California  are  seen  by  many  observers, 
only  the  observer(s)  initially  finding  and 
identifying  the  bird  are  included.  Docu- 
mentation for  species  on  the  California 
Bird  Records  Committee  (C.B.R.C.) 
review  list  is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C. 
Secretary  and  archived  at  the  Western 
Foundation  for  Vertebrate  Zoology  in 
Camarillo. 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Single  Red-throated  Loons,  rare  inland, 
were  on  Tinemaha  Res.  near  Big  Pine, 
Inyo  26-28  Dec  (T&JH)  and  Quail  L.,  Los 
Angeles  7 Dec  (KLG).  The  only  Pacific 
Loons  inland  were  one  on  L.  Isabella, 
Kern  and  another  on  L.  Perris,  Riverside 
all  season  (BB,  HBK).  A Red-necked 
Grebe  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  15  Dec — 
28  Jan  (NAL)  was  the  southernmost  on 
the  coast,  while  single  birds  on  L. 
Cachuma,  Santa  Barbara  17  Jan  (WTF) 
and  L.  Perris  10  Nov — 16  Feb  (HBK) 
were  inland,  where  considered  casual. 
The  numbers  of  Northern  Fulmars  off  the 
coast  dropped  noticeably  after  early  Jan. 
A Masked  Booby,  a casual  straggler  to  the 
coast  of  California,  roosted  on  San 
Clemente  I.  13  Jan  + (JBr,  BLS).  The 
details  accompanying  a report  of  a male 
frigatebird  over  Capistrano,  Orange  13 
Feb  (DT)  are  inadequate  to  establish  the 
species;  Magnificent  is  the  expected 
species,  but  2 Greats  have  been  pho- 
tographed (Moss  Landing,  Monterey  13 
Oct  1979  and  Southeast  Farallon  I.  14 
Mar  1992). 

An  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  S.E.S.S. 
31  Dec — 14  Jan  (BED,  JFG)  was  the  only 
one  reported  away  from  coastal  San  Diego. 
The  ad.  Reddish  Egret  at  Point  Mugu, 
Ventura  since  15  Sep  2001  remained 
through  the  period  (WW)  and  was  joined 
by  an  imm.  17-28  Dec  (DD),  and  another 
was  around  s.  San  Diego  Bay,  San  Diego 
through  14  Dec  (GMcC);  an  imm.  at 
S.E.S.S.  14  Nov— 17  Dec  (KZK,  BED), 
and  what  was  probably  the  same  bird  near 
Calipatria,  Imperial  17-19  Feb  (DL,  AB), 
was  only  the  2nd  to  be  found  at  the  Salton 
Sea  in  winter.  The  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  found  in  Ventura  19  Sep  was 
still  present  at  the  end  of  the  period 
(WW). 

A Trumpeter  Swan  near  Blythe,  River- 
side 20  Jan  (RH)  was  wearing  a green 
neck  band  and  from  a managed  popula- 
tion. Single  Common  (Eurasian  Green- 
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winged)  Teal  were  in  Goleta  2 Jan  (NAL) 
and  on  Upper  Newport  Bay,  Orange  29 
Dec — 23  Jan  QW).  Three  Harlequin 
Ducks  were  present  on  the  San  Luis 
Obispo  coast  17  Dec — 8 Feb  (RBo,  AFS) 
and  another  spending  its  3rd  winter  on 
San  Diego’s  Mission  Bay  was  still  present 
at  the  end  of  the  period  (RBI).  A Surf 
Scoter  inland  on  Tinemaha  Res.  18-23 
Dec  (T&JH)  was  evidently  a late  fall 
migrant,  but  single  birds  on  Pleasant  Val- 
ley Res.  near  Bishop,  Inyo  24  Nov — 10  Jan 
(JZ)  and  on  the  Colorado  R.  near  Blythe 
2-12  Jan  (GMcC)  appeared  to  be  winter- 
ing locally,  while  single  birds  near  Seeley, 
Imperial  27  Feb  (AB)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  28 
Feb  (DSP)  were  probably  early  spring 
migrants  moving  n.  out  of  the  Gulf  of  Cal- 
ifornia. Single  White-winged  Scoters  on 
Tinemaha  Res.  9 Nov — 28  Feb  (T&JH) 
and  Pleasant  Valley  Res.  1 Jan — 22  Feb 
(CH,  RB),  3 at  Parker  Dam,  San 
Bernardino  2 Dec  (MP),  and  another  on  L. 
Perris  15  Dec  (DK)  were  inland.  Four- 
teen Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported 
from  along  the  coast,  and  single  birds 
were  inland  on  Tinemaha  Res.  21-23  Dec 
(T&JH)  and  S.E.S.S.  13-20  Jan  (AB, 
GCH).  The  only  Barrows  Goldeneyes 
reported  were  on  the  Colorado  R.,  with  2 
at  Parker  Dam  2-11  Dec  (MP)  and  a male 
near  Blythe  7-9  Dec  (RH). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  MURRELETS 

A Northern  Goshawk  in  Ridgecrest,  Kent 
16  Nov — 24  Feb  (BS)  was  the  same  bird 
present  during  the  past  two  winters.  A 
Harris’s  Hawk  around  Borrego  Springs, 
San  Diego  through  23  Feb  (PJ)  has  been 
present  since  the  1994  incursion,  and 
another  long-staying  bird  was  still  near 
Blythe  through  the  winter  (RH).  A 
Swainson’s  Hawk  over  Irvine,  Orange  9 
Dec  (BED)  was  believed  to  be  a late  fall 
migrant,  one  near  Blythe  12  Jan  (RH)  was 
likely  wintering  locally,  but  one  in 
Tujunga,  Los  Angeles  15  Feb  (KLG),  one 
at  Brawley,  Imperial  16  Feb  (RT),  and  up 
to  13  in  w.  Kern  16-22  Feb  (KL)  were  the 
first  of  the  spring  migrants.  Wintering 
Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  along  the  coast 
at  Goleta  26  Oct — 7 Jan  (HPR),  Ojai/Sati- 
coy,  Ventura  9-27  Dec  (SH,  JG),  around 
Casper’s  Regional  Park,  Orange  24  Nov — 
2 Feb  (SM),  San  Clemente,  Orange  20 
Aug — 19  Feb  (BED),  and  Escondido,  San 
Diego  through  the  period  (RS);  inland, 
one  was  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  10 
Dec — 8 Mar  (KZK)  and  another  at  Braw- 
ley 29  Oct — 15  Mar  (GMcC),  with  2 
together  over  Brawley  7 Feb  (GMcC). 
One  near  Blythe  22  Feb  (RH)  was  proba- 
bly a migrant.  Only  a few  Rough-legged 
Hawks  reached  s.  California,  but  these 
included  single  birds  as  far  s.  as  Calipatria 


17  Dec  (PU)  and  Seeley,  Imperial  20  Feb 
(AB).  A Crested  Caracara  at  Saticoy  9-21 
Dec  (SH)  may  have  been  the  same  bird  as 
that  at  nearby  Oxnard,  Ventura  8 Aug 
2002;  whether  this  bird  was  a genuine 
vagrant  or  of  questionable  origin  is  a 
question  posed  to  the  C.B.R.C. 

The  only  wintering  Pacific  Golden- 
Plovers  reported  were  one  at  Bolsa  Chica, 
Orange  (DRW)  and  2 around  the  Tijuana 
R.  mouth,  San  Diego  through  the  period 
(RTP).  Seven  Mountain  Plovers  on  n. 
V.A.EB.  15  Dec  (AA)  were  the  only  ones 
found  along  the  coast.  A Wandering  Tat- 
tler in  a flooded  field  near  Calipatria  21 
Feb  (GMcC)  was  not  only  inland  but  also 
in  unusual  habitat.  A Marbled  Godwit  on 
Owens  L.,  Inyo  26  Jan  (SSt)  was  most 
unusual  considering  the  time  of  the  year. 
Up  to  10  Ruddy  Turnstones  at  S.E.S.S. 
Dec — Feb  (GMcC)  were  clearly  wintering 
locally,  as  were  single  Sanderlings  at  Bom- 
bay Beach,  Imperial  31  Dec  (MB)  and 
Salton  City,  Imperial  15  Jan  (MBS).  Win- 
tering Ruffs  included  one  near  Calipatria 
22  Dec  (GMcC),  another  there  31  Dec — 3 
Mar  (BED,  EP),  and  one  around  s.  San 
Diego  Bay  25  Oct — 30  Mar  (DPa,  GMcC). 
A minimum  of  3 Wilsons  Phalaropes 
were  at  various  locations  at  S.E.S.S.  and  in 
the  Imperial  Valley  17  Dec — 9 Feb  (AB, 
GMcC,  TMcG,  BM).  A Red  Phalarope, 
rare  inland,  was  associating  with  15  very 
late  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  S.E.S.S.  8- 
17  Dec  (GMcC). 

A Laughing  Gull  lingered  at  N.E.S.S.  to 
27  Dec  (CMcG);  single  birds  along  the 
coast  at  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  15 
Feb  (GP),  Pismo  Beach/Oceano,  San  Luis 
Obispo  2-15  Feb  (RHZ,  MDS),  Santa 
Maria  R.  mouth,  San  Luis  Obispo  26  Feb 
(WW),  Huntington  Beach,  Orange  29 
Dec — 6 Jan  (PKl),  L.  Murray,  San  Diego  8- 
29  Dec  (MSa),  the  San  Diego  R.  mouth  30 
Jan  (BZ),  and  the  Tijuana  R.  mouth  18 
Feb — 8 Mar  (MSa,  GMcC)  were  far  more 
than  expected.  A Franklin’s  Gull  at  the 
Santa  Maria  R.  mouth  3 Nov  (DAG)  was  a 
late  fall  migrant.  More  Mew  Gulls  than 
usual  were  found  at  inland  locations, 
including  single  birds  at  C.L.  11  Dec  (SSt) 
and  Chino,  San  Bernardino  10  Jan  (JEP), 
and  at  least  3 at  S.E.S.S.  (AB,  KZK, 
GMcC).  A Glaucous  Gull  at  Pacific  Pal- 
isades, Los  Angeles  8 Jan — 3 Feb  (LS)  and 
another  photographed  inland  on  Castaic 
L.,  Los  Angeles  28  Dec  (TMcG,  MSanM) 
were  the  only  2 in  the  Region.  A Com- 
mon Tern  at  Pacific  Palisades  29  Jan  (BJ) 
was  one  of  a very  few  recorded  in  winter. 
At  least  3 Elegant  Terns  around  Santa  Bar- 
bara 4-9  Jan  (PL,  PKe,  LRB)  and  another 
on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  5 Jan  (DPa)  were 
totally  unexpected  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
A Marbled  Murrelet  at  Marina  del  Rey,  Los 
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Angeles  9- 12  Jan  (KLG)  was  unusually  far 
s.,  while  an  Ancient  Murrelet  at  Pt.  La 
Jolla,  San  Diego  2 Mar  (SW)  was  late  for 
this  far  south. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  near  Cantil  19  Dec 
(BB)  was  the  first  in  e.  Kern  in  winter.  Up 
to  75  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  around 
Calipatria  (GMcC),  along  with  up  to  30 
around  Blythe  (RH)  and  2 in  Ridgecrest 
(LLa),  are  believed  to  be  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation moving  westward  across  North 
America.  A White-winged  Dove  at  Los 
Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  10  Dec — 15  Feb 
(LC),  5 in  Goleta  all  winter  (RPH),  one 
in  Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  24  Dec 
(RWH),  up  to  3 in  Saticoy  12  Jan — 18 
Feb  (OA),  and  one  in  Pacific  Beach,  San 
Diego  7 Dec  (WH)  were  more  than 
expected  along  the  coast;  up  to  3 around 
Calipatria  through  the  period  (GMcC), 
one  in  Brawley  15-28  Feb+  (DR),  up  to  3 
in  Blythe  3-29  Jan  (RH),  and  one  in 
Ridgecrest  21  Jan — 25  Feb  (LLa)  were 
away  from  the  limited  area  in  Anza  Bor- 
rego S.P,  San  Diego,  where  this  species  is 
resident.  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  were 
reported  from  four  locations,  with  one  at 
EC.R.  17  Feb  (CH,  RB)  believed  present 
since  the  fall,  another  at  L.  Perris  7-23 
Dec  (DG),  up  to  4 in  Blythe  26  Oct — 28 
Feb  (RH),  and  up  to  6 in  Calipatria  8 
Dec — 28  Feb+  (GMcC)  adding  to  the  rap- 
idly growing  number  of  records  for  the 
Southwest. 

A Lesser  Nighthawk  spent  its  5th  win- 
ter at  Finney  L.  near  Calipatria  (GMcC). 
A Common  Poorwill  photographed  in 
Los  Trancos  Canyon,  Orange  9-15  Jan 
(JK,  CM)  was  clearly  wintering  locally. 
Two  Vaux’s  Swifts  with  Violet-green  Swal- 
lows over  Bakersfield  24  Dec  (JCW)  were 
the  first  to  be  found  in  Kern  in  winter.  A 
Rufous  Hummingbird  near  El  Centro  17 
Feb  (KZK)  establishes  the  earliest  date  for 
a spring  migrant  in  Imperial.  At  least  10 
Allens  Hummingbirds  in  Buena  Park  1 
Dec  (DRW)  were  representative  of  num- 
bers now  resident  in  this  part  of  Orange. 

Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  were  present  in 
slightly  above-average  numbers  through- 
out much  of  s.  California,  including  sin- 
gle birds  in  Blythe  4-7  Jan  (RH)  and  near 
Calipatria  26  Dec — 23  Feb  (BED).  Two 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  on  San  Clemente  1. 
26  Jan  (BLS)  were  away  from  any  area  of 
expected  occurrence.  A Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  in  Sylmar,  Los  Angeles  13  Jan 
(RBa)  was  in  the  coastal  lowlands,  where 
rare.  Nine  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
were  reported,  including  imms.  near 
Blythe  1 Dec — 28  Feb+  (RH)  and  in  Braw- 
ley 14  Nov— 25  Feb  (GMcC).  The 
White-headed  Woodpecker  found  in  Cal- 
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ifornia  City,  Kern  5 Oct  remained  through 
14  Dec  (TEW),  and  one  in  Silverado 
Canyon  15  Dec  (BML)  was  only  the  4th 
to  be  found  in  Orange. 

Wintering  Empidonax  included  the 
expected  scattering  of  Gray  Flycatchers 
and  a few  Pacific-slope  Flycatchers.  In 
addition,  Feast  Flycatchers  were  in  Goleta 
25  Dec+  (DMC),  Santa  Barbara  4 Jan 
(HPR),  and  F.  Perris  through  the  period 
(JFG);  5 Hammond’s  Flycatchers  were  in 
coastal  Los  Angeles , Orange , and  San 
Diego  during  the  winter;  and  the  4 Dusky 
Flycatchers  during  the  period  included 
one  near  Weldon  6 Dec  that  was  only  the 
2nd  to  be  found  in  winter  in  Kern.  East- 
ern Phoebes,  rare  but  regular  in  winter, 
included  2 on  the  coast  at  San  Pedro,  Los 
Angeles  22  Dec — 1 Feb  (RuS,  KGF)  and 
Huntington  Beach  18  Nov- — 26  Jan  (JEP), 
and  6 inland  at  Bishop  14  Dec — 6 Jan 
(CG),  Kern  N.W.R.  15-17  Feb  (DPe),  near 
Fakeview,  Riverside  to  29  Jan  (HBK),  in 
Riverside  11-31  Dec  (CMcG),  near  Cali- 
patria  14  Jan — 22  Mar  (KLG),  and  n.  of 
Niland  14  Jan  (JBa).  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers in  Fong  Beach,  Los  Angeles  28 
Dec  (TEW)  and  near  Chino  4 Dec — 17 
Jan  (JEP)  were  unsea- 
sonal;  this  species  is 
more  regular  in  winter 
on  the  se.  deserts,  with 
one  this  year  in  Palm 
Desert,  Riverside  from 
the  fall  through  18  Feb 
(KJG)  and  another  in 
Niland  14-27  Jan  (JFG, 

KZK).  A Dusky-capped 
Flycatcher,  a species 
now  annual  in  winter  in 
California,  was  in  Irvine 
14  Dec— 11  Mar  (TO). 

A Cassin’s  Kingbird  near 
Bakersfield  15  Dec+ 

(JCW)  was  only  the  2nd 
to  be  found  in  winter  in 
Kern.  Six  wintering 
Tropical  Kingbirds  were 
noted  along  the  coastal 
slope  from  Goleta  south. 

The  Thick-billed  King- 
bird reported  in  fall  at 
Santa  Paula,  Ventura 
remained  through  the 
period  (WW).  A Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Santa  Fe  Dam  near 
Irwindale,  Los  Angeles  16  Feb — 9 Mar 
(JF)  typified  this  species’  tendency  to 
appear  for  odd  periods  during  the  winter 
in  the  Region. 

SHRIKES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  Northern  Shrike  found  28  Oct  in 
Bishop  remained  to  25  Dec  (CH,  RB). 


Casual  in  winter  in  the  Region,  a Bell’s 
Vireo  was  near  Brawley  21  Nov— 14  Jan 
(GMcC,  DSC).  Plumbeous  Vireos  (with 
13  in  coastal  areas  and  3 in  the  interior) 
slightly  outnumbered  Cassin’s  Vireos  (10 
coastal,  one  interior)  this  winter.  A War- 
bling Vireo  at  Palm  Desert  18  Feb  (ES) 
was  an  early  spring  migrant. 

Up  to  6 Bank  Swallows  were  at  S.E.S.S. 
24  Jan — 6 Feb  (GMcC).  Exceptional 
numbers  of  midwinter  Barn  Swallows 
continued  to  be  reported  for  the  2nd  con- 
secutive winter,  with  reports  as  far  n.  as 
Bishop  14-18  Dec  (JED)  and  FC.R.  15  Jan 
(CH,  RB).  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
continued  to  be  reported  widely  following 
the  fall  incursion,  but  Red-breasteds  were 
virtually  unreported  in  the  lowlands  away 
from  the  small  resident  population  on  the 
Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  Los  Angeles.  Sev- 
eral Pygmy  Nuthatches  near  Victorville, 
San  Bernardino  21  Dec  (BD)  were  unusual 
for  the  desert  lowlands. 

Mountain  Bluebirds  were  more  abun- 
dant and  widespread  than  usual  this  win- 
ter, with  an  impressive  1778  counted  at 
S.E.S.S.  17  Dec  (GMcC).  Two  Rufous- 
backed  Robins  at  Laguna  Dam  21-25  Dec 


(HD)  constituted  only  the  11th  record  for 
California  and  the  2nd  for  Imperial.  A 
Brown  Thrasher  at  Eaton  Canyon  near 
Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  14  Dec+  (JF)  was 
present  for  its  3rd  winter.  Up  to  11 
Sprague’s  Pipits  were  ne.  of  Calipatria  17 
Dec- — 8 Apr  (TE,  BM);  diligent  searching 
would  probably  reveal  this  species  to  be  a 


regular  winter  visitor  in  fields  of  Bermuda 
grass  and  similar  plantings  in  the  se.  part 
of  the  Region. 

A very  late  fall  Tennessee  Warbler  was 
at  G.H.P.  14  Dec  (TEW).  In  addition  to 
small  numbers  of  Nashville  Warblers 
found  along  the  coast  from  Ventura  south, 
one  was  at  N.E.S.S.  4 Jan  (DM).  A Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler  was  also  at  N.E.S.S.  on  4 
Jan  (SJM),  and  a late  fall  straggler  was  in 
Santa  Ana,  Orange  8 Dec  (DRW).  The 
only  Northern  Parula  of  the  season  was  at 
Santee,  San  Diego  26  Dec— 2 Jan  (MBM). 
A male  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  in 
Laguna  Woods,  Orange  21  Dec — 9 Feb 
(AM,  LLe).  A female  Magnolia  Warbler  in 
Culver  City,  Los  Angeles  5 Jan+  (DS;  ph.) 
was  one  of  the  few  ever  to  be  found  win- 
tering in  California.  Black-throated 
Green  Warblers  returned  to  El  Toro, 
Orange  7 Dec — 19  Feb  (GLT)  for  a 2nd 
winter  and  to  National  City,  San  Diego 
through  the  period  (DWA)  for  a 6th  win- 
ter. Four  Townsend’s  Warblers  during  the 
winter  in  the  Imperial  Valley  were  more 
than  expected  (GMcC).  Grace’s  Warblers 
returning  for  a 2nd  consecutive  winter 
were  at  Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  11  Sep — 2 


Feb  (GMcC)  and  Del  Mar,  San  Diego  8 Jan 
(EC).  An  imm.  female  Blackburnian  War- 
bler in  Orange  22  Dec  (DRW)  apparently 
did  not  remain  to  winter.  Six  Palm  War- 
blers were  found  along  the  coast  during 
the  period,  with  birds  farther  inland  at 
Chino  6-30  Jan  (MSi),  N.E.S.S.  4-16  Jan 
(CMcG),  and  S.E.S.S.  8-28  Dec  (GMcC). 


SOUTHERN  PACIFIC  COAST 


Nearly  all  Glaucous  Gulls  recorded  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Coast  Region  are  first-winter  birds,  such  as  this  one  at  Castaic  Lagoon, 
Los  Angeles  County  28  December  2002.  Photograph  by  Mike  San  Miguel. 
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SOUTHERN  PACIFIC  COAST 


A Prairie  Warbler  at  N.E.S.S.  4-25  Jan 
(EAC)  was  among  the  few  to  be  found  in 
winter  in  the  se.  part  of  the  Region;  one 
on  Pt.  Loma  remained  from  the  fall  period 
to  14  Dec  (JW).  Wintering  American 
Redstarts  included  8 along  the  coast  and 
at  least  3 at  S.E.S.S.  (where  regular).  At 
least  a dozen  Black-and-white  Warblers 
were  found  in  the  coastal  counties.  The 
only  Northern  Waterthrush  reported  was 
in  Encino,  Los  Angeles  23-25  Jan  (LS).  A 
male  Kentucky  Warbler  in  Costa  Mesa  4 
Jan — 16  Mar+  (BH)  was  the  3rd  for 
Orange  (all  in  winter,  a season  in  which 
this  species  is  exceptionally  rare  in  Cali- 
fornia). Common  Yellowthroats  lingered 
in  Inyo  into  Dec,  with  a very  late  bird  in 
Bishop  8 Jan  (CH,  RB).  The  Hooded  War- 
bler found  in  Coronado,  San  Diego  31  Oct 
remained  through  the  winter  period 
(EC).  The  44+  Wilson’s  Warblers  in 
coastal  counties  this  winter  were 
expected;  more  unusual  was  a very  late 
bird  found  freshly  dead  at  Searles  L.,  San 
Bernardino  2 Dec  (SH)  and  up  to  2 in 
Brawley  25  Jan — 15  Feb  (GMcC).  A 
Painted  Redstart  was  in  Palm  Desert 
through  the  period  (KJG,  KB).  Casual  in 
winter  in  California,  a Yellow-breasted 
Chat  was  in  Manhattan  Beach,  Los  Ange- 
les 12  Nov— 30  Jan  (KGL,  JF). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  addition  to  the  17+  Summer  Tanagers 
on  the  coastal  slope,  singles  were  at 
Laguna  Dam  5 Jan  (HD)  and  Brawley  16 
Jan  (BP).  Rufous-crowned  Sparrows  dis- 
persing 20+  km  away  from  known  areas 
of  residence  included  one  in  Long  Beach 
12  Jan — 21  Feb  (TEW,  KSG)  and  one  in 
Huntington  Beach  6 Dec — 4 Jan  (JEP). 
Single  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found 
in  Ojai  2 Jan  (OA),  near  Santa  Paula  16 
Feb  (JG),  and  C.L.  18  Nov— 4 Dec  (SSt); 
one  near  Cantil  25  Dec  (MSanM)  was  the 
first  to  be  found  in  mid-winter  in  Kern. 
The  only  Lark  Bunting  reported  was  in 
Round  Valley,  Inyo  14  Dec  (JED).  As  part 
of  an  ongoing  study,  SJP  banded  an 
impressive  76  (Large-billed)  Savannah 
Sparrows  at  S.E.S.S.  12-15  Jan.  A cooper- 
ative Le  Contes  Sparrow  in  Niland  17 
Dec — 3 Mar  (PAG  et  ah;  ph.)  was  the  first 
to  winter  in  se.  California  and  was  ulti- 
mately seen  by  dozens  of  observers.  Up  to 
4 Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  in  the  same 
area  17  Dec — 9 Feb  (PAG,  MSanM  et  al. ; 
ph.).  Many  observers  commented  on  the 
abundance  of  Fox  Sparrows  in  the  coastal 
lowlands,  undoubtedly  due  to  the  ongo- 
ing drought  and  the  lack  of  a seed  crop  in 
the  montane  chaparral  normally  preferred 
by  this  species.  Three  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  found  in  the  e.  part  of  the  Region, 
with  another  at  Sweetwater  Res.,  San 


Diego  14  Dec  (SW).  Agricultural  fields 
near  Calipatria  hosted  four  longspur 
species  for  the  2nd  consecutive  winter, 
with  up  to  250  Chestnut-collareds  and  6 
Laplands  16  Dec+  (BED),  a McCown’s  17- 
22  Dec  (TE,  GMcC),  and  a Smith’s  30  Dec 
(TMcG,  MSanM);  of  the  six  accepted 
records  of  the  last  species  in  California, 
only  one  was  in  winter 
(31  Dec  2001— 16  Jan 
2002,  also  near  Calipa- 
tria). 

Three  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks,  all  coastal, 
was  a poor  showing 
this  winter,  and  no 
Rose-breasteds  were 
reported.  Very  late 
Indigo  Buntings 
included  an  imm. 
male  s.  of  Big  Pine  13 
Dec  (J&RG;  the  latest 
for  Inyo  by  two 
weeks)  and  one  in 
Niland  18  Dec  (TE). 

Painted  Buntings  in  Orange  2 Feb  (TM), 
Escondido  1-10  Feb  (HS),  and  San  Diego 
21  Feb  (HB)  were  likely  escapees.  A 
returning  Rusty  Blackbird  in  Goleta  5 
Dec — 8 Feb  (WTF)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  Up  to  3 Common  Grackles 
were  with  a large  group  of  Great-taileds 
in  Willowbrook,  Los  Angeles  30  Dec — 20 
Jan  (KGL).  An  unprecedented  winter 
concentration  of  up  to  17  Bronzed  Cow- 
birds  was  present  through  the  period  in 
the  Coachella  Valley  at  La  Quinta,  River- 
side (JFG);  there  are  few  winter  records 
of  this  species  in  the  Region.  A female 
Orchard  Oriole  was  in  Fullerton,  Orange 
16  Feb — 5 Mar  (DRW),  and  at  least  13 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  found  in  coastal 
areas.  Unusual  in  winter  in  the  interior 
were  single  Bullock’s  Orioles  at  N.E.S.S. 
4 Jan  (CMcG)  and  Calipatria  22  Dec 
(GMcC);  one  in  Independence  26  Feb+ 
(RAH)  was  the  earliest  spring  arrival  for 
Inyo  by  two  weeks.  A few  Scott’s  Orioles 
winter  on  the  w.  edge  of  the  deserts  and 
southern  coast,  but  a male  near  Bakers- 
field 18  Jan+  (MMcQ)  was  the  first  to 
winter  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  portion 
of  Kern.  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches 
returned  to  S.FK.R.P.  on  the  record-early 
date  of  14  Feb  (DLaB).  Up  to  12  Red 
Crossbills  in  Barstow,  San  Bernardino  25 
Jan — 10  Feb  were  nesting  in  exotic  pines 
here  on  the  last  date  (WTF,  HBK). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Alex  Abela,  Douglas  W. 
Aguillard,  Onik  Arian,  Larry  R.  Ballard, 
Bob  Barnes,  James  Barr  (JBa),  Richard 
Barth  (RBa),  Helen  Bauer,  Richard  Bled- 
soe (RBI),  Richard  Boyd  (RBo),  Matthew 


This  Long-tailed  Duck,  photographed  in  Santa 
Maria,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  27 
January  2003  was  one  of  at  least  14  found 
along  the  coast.  Photograph  by  John  Ayres. 


Bradly,  Aaron  Brees,  John  Brollini  (JBr), 
Ken  Burton,  Eugene  A.  Cardiff,  David 
M.  Compton  ( Santa  Barbara ),  Daniel  S. 
Cooper,  Elizabeth  Copper  (San  Diego), 
Lee  Cunningham,  Brian  E.  Daniels,  Bill 
Deppe,  Don  Desjardin,  Henry  Detweiler, 
Jon  L.  Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Tom  M. 
Edell  (San  Luis  Obispo ),  Jon  Feenstra, 
Wes  T.  Fritz,  Carolyn 
Gann,  Kimball  L. 
Garrett  (Los  Angeles ), 
Karen  S.  Gilbert, 
Peter  A.  Ginsberg, 
David  Goodward,  Jim 
and  Ros  Gorham 
(J&RG),  Jim  Greaves, 
John  F Green  (River- 
side), Kay  J.  Green, 
Dan  A.  Guthrie,  Steve 
Hampton,  Robert  W. 
Hansen,  Beverly  Har- 
grove, Wayne  Har- 
mon, Gjon  C.  Hazard, 
Tom  & Jo  Heindel 
(Inyo),  Roger  Higson, 
Brad  K.  Hines,  Ron  P.  Hirst,  Chris 
Howard  and  Rosie  Beach  (CH&RB), 
Robert  A.  Hudson,  Barbara  Johnson, 
Paul  Jorgensen,  Douglas  Karulun,  Paul 
Keller  (PKe),  Howard  B.  King,  Paul 
Klahr  (PKl),  John  Ko,  Alexander  E. 
Koonce  (San  Bernardino),  Kenneth  Z. 
Kurland,  Denise  LaBerteaux,  Daniel 
Langhoff,  Kevin  G.  Larson,  Lisa  Lavelle 
(LLa),  Linda  Leroy  (LLe),  Brian  M. 
Leatherman,  Nick  A.  Lethaby,  Kelli 
Levinson,  Per  Lunberg,  Tim  Maas,  Guy 
McCaskie  (Imperial),  Chet  McGaugh, 
Todd  McGrath,  Mike  McQuerrey,  Chris 
Meloni,  Steve  Metildi,  Bob  Miller,  Al 
Moreno,  M.  Brennan  Mulrooney,  Dori 
Myers,  Stephen  J.  Myers,  Leo  Ohtsuki, 
Dennis  Parker  (DPa),  Robert  T.  Patton, 
Dharm  S.  Pellegrini,  Dave  Pereksta 
(DPe),  Eric  Peterson,  Stacy  J.  Peterson, 
James  E.  Pike,  Molly  Pollock,  Gary  Pot- 
ter, Brian  Prescott,  Hugh  P.  Ranson,  Don 
Roberson,  Matt  Sadowski  (MSa),  Mitch 
Siemens  (MSi),  Mike  San  Miguel,  Rusty 
Scalf  (RuS),  Rich  Schilk,  Larry  Schmahl, 
Alan  F.  Schmierer,  Beaujorn  Shull, 
Susan  Steele  (SSt),  Don  Sterba,  Mike  D. 
Stiles,  Mary  Beth  Stowe,  Emilie  Strauss, 
Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Harold  Summers, 
Ryan  Tell,  Gerald  L.  Tolman,  Douglas 
Toohey,  Philip  Unitt,  Stanley  Walens, 
Walter  Wehtje  (Ventura),  Joel  Wein- 
traub,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange), 
John  C.  Wilson  (Kern),  Joseph  Worley, 
Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Roger  H.  Zachary, 
Jerry  Zatorski,  Barry  Zimmer.  An  addi- 
tional 25+  observers  who  could  not  be 
individually  acknowledged  submitted 
reports  this  season;  they  have  our 
thanks.  © 
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Observer  coverage  was  very  good, 
especially  in  the  Cape  District,  pro- 
ducing highlights  that  included 
Mexico’s  first  record  of  Manx  Shearwater. 
Ensenada’s  second  Christmas  Bird  Count,  on 
19  December,  yielded  190  species,  including 
a very  late  Scarlet  Tanager.  Other  top  rarities 
included  three  Wood  Ducks  and  a Common 
Grackle  in  the  northwest,  a Worm-eating 
Warbler  in  the  northeast,  and  a Harlan’s 
Hawk  and  a continuing  Terek  Sandpiper 
near  La  Paz. 

Abbreviations:  C.PG.R  (Cerro  Prieto  geo- 
thermal ponds);  M.F.O.  ( Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology). 

LOONS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

To  our  knowledge,  35  Least  Grebes  at  Lagu- 
nas de  Chametla  29  Jan  (RC  et  al.)  was  the 
highest  Regional  count  ever.  As  recently  as 
the  1980s,  the  species  was  considered  possi- 
bly extirpated  (S.R.  Wilbur,  Birds  of  Baja 
California , 1987).  Seabirds  out  of  habitat 
included  the  first  Regional  interior  Red- 
throated  Loon,  in  a canal  se.  of  Mexicali  14 
Jan  (ph.  MSM,  DSC),  a Pacific  Loon  found 
dead  at  C.RG.P  4 Jan  (KAR,  CR),  a juv. 
Brown  Pelican  at  C.RG.P  13  Jan  (MJ1,  RAE), 
and  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  6 km  ne.  of 
San  Bartolo,  BCS  1 Feb  (SGM,  CB)  and  at  La 
Purisima  (3  birds)  10  Feb  (JEP).  Unseasonal 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were  at  Bahia  de 
Los  Angeles  5 Feb  (TMcG,  MSM)  and  San 
Felipe  6 Mar  (DSC).  Exciting  seabirds  at  La 
Bufadora  on  the  nw.  coast  included  a Manx 
Shearwater  6 Feb  (tMSM,  JTMcG)  and  an 
ad.  Blue-footed  Booby  5 Feb  (tR.A.  Rude- 
sill).  The  shearwater  appears  to  represent 
the  first  record  for  Mexico  and  follows  a 
dramatic  increase  in  records  in  California  in 
the  previous  decade.  Also  unexpected  from 
shore  was  the  ad.  Red-billed  Tropicbird  at 
Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  5 Feb  (MSM,  TMcG). 
Single  Neotropic  Cormorants  were  seen  at 
Chametla,  Todos  Santos,  and  Estero  San  Jose 
del  Cabo  (vt.  SGM  et  al.),  and  11  were  at 
Charambuche  (near  La  Purisima)  10  Feb 
(tJEP),  all  BCS. 

An  estimated  15,000  White-faced  Ibis 
roosting  for  the  night  at  C.EG.P.‘4  Jan  (KAR, 
CR)  and  up  to  15  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  28  Jan-10 
Mar  (vt.  SGM  et  al.)  represented  Regional 
high  counts.  Populations  of  both  species 
have  undergone  increases  in  w.  North  Amer- 
ica in  the  last  15+  years.  The  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo 
since  26  Oct  were  down  to  8 on  25-26  Jan 
(vt.  SGM,  CB)  and  6 on  15  Feb  (JEP),  and 
the  long-staying  Aleutian  Canada  Goose  at 
Lagunas  de  Chametla  was  present  at  least 
through  1 Feb  (LS).  Additional  Canada 
Geese  were  in  the  Estero  Punta  Banda  area 
19  Dec  (7  Lessers  or  Aleutians;  KLG  et  al.), 


at  C.RG.R  13  Jan  (18  moffitti ; MJI,  RAE), 
and  at  Presa  Rodriguez  29  Jan  (one  moffitti, 
RAE).  A Brant  at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  15 
Feb  (JEP)  was  unusually  far  south.  In 
Tijuana,  a pair  of  Wood  Ducks  was  at  Parque 
de  la  Armistad  near  the  Otay  border  cross- 
ing, and  a female  was  nearby  at  Parque 
Morelos,  all  3 present  29  Jan-8  Mar  (ph. 
RAE,  ph.  tMJI).  Two  of  the  3 individuals 
recorded  previously  in  the  Region  were  at 
these  same  locations  (M.EO.  3:  120).  Six  or 
7 Eurasian  Wigeons  represented  a record- 
high  seasonal  total  and  included  the  first 
from  the  Colorado  Desert:  up  to  2 males  at 
C.RG.R  4-13  Jan  (KAR,  MJI  et  al.). 

Record  diving  duck  counts  included  1875 
Redheads  at  C.RG.P.  13  Jan  (MJI,  RAE)  and 
40  Ring-necked  Ducks  (record  for  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia Sur)  at  Todos  Santos  14  Feb  (JEP). 
Fifteen  Greater  Scaup  in  the  Colorado 
Desert  on  a canal  s.  of  Algodones  3 Jan 
(tKAR,  CR)  and  2 at  Presa  Rodriguez  8 Mar 
(MJI)  were  the  first  found  in  the  Regions 
interior  since  1928  (M.EO.  3:  38).  Records  of 
rare  sea  ducks  involved  a male  Long-tailed 
Duck  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  13  Jan-4  Mar 
(Greg  Meyer,  Tim  Sullivan,  ph.  GF  et  al.),  up 
to  5 White-winged  Scoters  there  8 Jan-28 
Feb  (GF,  MF  et  al),  and  individual  Black 
Scoters  on  the  nw.  coast  at  Los  Alisitos, 
Ensenada  harbor,  and  Estero  Punta  Banda 
(TMcG,  tMJI  et  al.). 

A year-old  report  was  received  of  an  ad. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  at  Agua  Caliente,  near 
Santiago  12  Jan  2002  (ph.  Pattie  Yost,  Elias 
Elias).  Two  unexpected  species  were  among 
the  raptors  concentrated  in  the  Borquez  area 
of  the  Colorado  Desert  5 Jan — a juv.  Red- 
shouldered Hawk  and  an  ad.  Swainson’s 
Hawk  (KAR,  CR) — while  two  n.  subspecies 
were  far  s.  in  Baja  California  Sur:  a Harlan’s 
Hawk  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  28  Jan-1  Feb 
(vt.  SGM,  CB)  and  bird  at  Ciudad  Insur- 
gentes  19  Feb  that  showed  at  least  some 
characters  of  a Black  Merlin  (tJEP).  There  is 
only  one  previous  Regional  record  of  the 
Harlans  Hawk  (M.EO.  3:  39). 

Snowy  Plovers  were  reported  in  high 
numbers,  with  estimates  of  100  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  19  Dec  (KEG  et  al.),  100+  at 
Laguna  Figueroa  4 Feb  (MSM,  TMcG),  and 
200  at  Chametla  29  Jan  (SGM,  RC).  In  con- 
trast, the  first  Regional  report  of  Mountain 
Plover  since  1998  (M.EO.  3:  213)  pertained 
to  a small  flock  of  16  at  the  traditional  site 
near  Laguna  Figueroa  4 Feb  (MSM,  TMcG). 
The  Terek  Sandpiper  at  Chametla,  first 
found  in  Apr  2002  and  returning  22  Aug, 
was  present  to  at  least  10  Feb  (RC,  vt.  SGM, 
ph.  KAR  et  al.).  A local  rarity  at  Chametla 
was  a Red  Knot  29  Jan  (SGM,  RC),  and  a 
Regional  high  count  of  979  knots  was  made 
at  Estero  Punta  Banda  19  Dec  (MJI  et  al.). 

Large  numbers  of  gulls  roosted  at  C.RG.P. 
4-13  Jan  (KAR,  MJI  et  al.);  reported  num- 


bers included  35,000  Ring-billed,  12,500 
California,  2500  Herring,  2 Herring  x Glau- 
cous, 2 Thayer’s,  a Yellow-footed,  and  2 
Glaucous-winged.  Individual  ad.  Western 
Gulls  were  on  the  Gulf  of  California  at  Bahia 
de  Los  Angeles  5 Feb  (TMcG,  MSM)  and  at 
Chametla  29  Jan  (RC,  SGM).  Up  to  4 Gull- 
billed Terns  at  El  Centenario  29  Jan-6  Mar 
(vt.  SGM,  RC,  IC)  represented  the  first  con- 
firmed winter  record  for  the  peninsula  and 
one  of  few  records  for  the  state  (cf.  M.EO.  3: 
192).  Alcids  in  the  vicinity  of  Islas  Los  Coro- 
nados 9 Feb  included  about  20  Xantuss 
Murrelets,  100  Cassin’s  Auklets,  and  6 Rhi- 
noceros Auklets  (G.L.  Rogers  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

The  Ruddy  Ground-Dove  high  count  this 
season  was  17  at  Todos  Santos  13-18  Feb 
(JEP).  An  imm.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  at  Ensenada  18-19  Dec  (MJI,  tRAH). 
Presumably  wintering  Gray  Flycatchers,  rare 
in  Baja  California,  were  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  19  Dec  (RAE)  and  at  Catavina  5 Feb 
(JEP).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  San  Ignacio 
6 Feb  (tJEP),  providing  the  7th  Regional 
record.  With  extensive  coverage,  15  Thick- 
billed Kingbirds  were  found  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict (JEP  et  al.),  surpassing  previous  sea- 
sonal totals;  the  high  count  was  7 at  Miraflo- 
res  26  Jan  (SGM,  CB).  Rare  winter  Western 
Kingbird  records  were  obtained  on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  19  Dec  and  at  Todos  Santos 
14-18  Feb  (both  tJEP). 

A Plumbeous  Vireo  was  at  the  Mexicali 
Zoo  4 Jan  (KAR,  CR).  Several  “rather  bright” 
Cassin’s  Vireos  found  at  San  Bartolo  and  on 
the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  28 
Jan-18  Feb  (SGM  et  al.)  were  speculated  to 
be  the  resident  subspecies,  V c.  lucasanus. 
Given  that  one  of  these,  at  San  Bartolo,  was 
heard  to  intersperse  “typical  Cassin’s”  song 
with  “riffs  of  unadulterated  Blue-headed 
Vireo”  (SGM),  the  previously  published 
records  of  Blue-headed  Vireos  in  the  Cape 
District — a singing  bird  at  Boca  de  la  Sierra 
25  Mar  2002  and  a silent  bird  at  San  Antonio 
25  Oct  2002 — are  now  considered  equivo- 
cal. Positive  identification  of  a Blue-headed 
Vireo  in  the  range  of  V c.  lucasanus  may 
require  specimen  evidence.  Seven  Warbling 
Vireos  were  found  wintering  in  s.  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur,  the  northernmost  being  at  San 
Javier  9 Feb  and  Ciudad  Constitucion  19 
Feb  (both  JEP).  A Bank  Swallow,  3 Cliff 
Swallows,  and  3 Barn  Swallows  were  at 
Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  25  Jan  (SGM,  CB); 
Bank  Swallow — the  most  surprising  of 
these — had  been  recorded  there  previously 
during  the  months  of  Dec  and  Feb  (M.FO.  3: 
225).  The  season’s  only  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  was  at  Ensenada  19  Dec  (vt.  RAH). 
Two  Mountain  Bluebirds  s.  of  Mexicali  5 Jan 
(KAR,  CR)  were  the  first  in  ne.  Baja  Califor- 
nia since  1928  (M.EO.  3:  52),  and  2 more 
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were  near  El  Sauzal  6 Feb  (TMcG,  MSM). 
Two  American  Robins  at  Guerrero  Negro  6 
Feb  (JEP)  were  in  Baja  California  Sur,  where 
n.  birds  are  rare  in  fall  and  winter. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Heightened  observer  coverage  produced  a 
fine  harvest  of  winter  warbler  records. 
Among  e.  species  were  the  Region’s  first  win- 
tering Northern  Parulas,  at  Caduano  25-27 
Jan  (vt.  SGM,  CB)  and  near  San  Antonio  de 
la  Sierra  18  Feb  (tJEP);  the  Region’s  first 
wintering  Magnolia  Warbler,  at  Caduano  25 
Jan  (vt.  SGM,  CB);  the  Region’s  2nd  and  3rd 
wintering  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers,  a 
male  at  Caduano  25-27  Jan  (vt.  SGM,  CB) 
and  another  male  at  Ciudad  Constitucion  19 
Feb  (TJEP);  a Western  Palm  Warbler  at 
Tijuana  21  Feb-8  Mar  (RAE,  MJI);  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia’s only  Black-and-white  Warbler,  a 
female  at  Ensenada  19  Dec  (likely  a return- 
ing bird;  vt.  RAH);  the  Regions  3rd  Worm- 
eating Warbler,  and  the  first  to  be  found  in 
winter,  near  Ejido  Jiquilpan  in  the  Mexicali 
Valley  3 Mar  (TDSC);  and  a male  Hooded 
Warbler  at  Miraflores  26  Oct-26  Jan  (vt. 
SGM  et  al.). 

As  usual,  wintering  w.  warblers  were  rela- 
tively scarce,  especially  in  Baja  California, 
where  drier  natural  conditions  contrast  with 
sw.  California’s  urban  landscape.  Three 
Nashville  Warblers  were  found  in  the  Cape 
District  (SGM  et  al.);  the  Region’s  first  win- 
tering Virginia’s  Warbler  was  at  Miraflores  17 
Feb  (tJEP);  the  Region’s  4th  to  7th  wintering 
Lucy’s  Warblers  were  at  Todos  Santos  13 
Feb,  at  Miraflores  16  Feb  (2  birds),  and  at 
Santiago  17  Feb  (all  JEP);  Yellow  Warblers 
were  on  the  Mandeadero  Plain  19  Dec  (RAE) 
and  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  13  Jan  (MJI, 
RAE);  a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  was  at 
Ensenada  19-20  Dec  (vt.  RAH  et  al.);  a 
female  Hermit  Warbler  was  on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  18-19  Dec  (MJI,  PAG);  an 
ad.  male  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  returned  for 
at  least  its  2nd  winter  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  18  Sep-6  Feb+  (tRAE  et  al.),  with 
another  at  El  Rosario  5 Feb  (JEP);  2 Belding’s 
Yellowthroats  were  at  a new  locale,  Cadu- 
ano, 17  Feb  (JEP);  and  on  19  Dec,  single 
Wilson’s  Warblers  were  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  (PAG)  and  at  Ensenada  (RAH). 

A male  Summer  Tanager  at  Ensenada 
19-20  Dec  (vt.  RAH  et  al.)  was  likely  a 
returning  bird,  and  5 or  more  individuals 
were  found  in  the  Cape  District  27  Jan-19 
Feb  (JEP  et  al.).  A very  late  female  Scarlet 
Tanager  at  Ensenada  19  Dec  (tRAH)  may 
still  have  been  on  the  move.  A total  of  3 
Western  Tanagers  in  nw.  Baja  California  19 
Dec-5  Feb  (RAH  et  al.)  was  consistent  with 
expectations.  A Spotted  Towhee  was  still  at 
Catavina  30  Dec  (AC).  A Clay-colored  Spar- 
row was  on  the  San  Quintin  Plain  22  Feb 
(JEP),  and  a Brewer’s  Sparrow  on  the 
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Maneadero  Plain  18  Dec  (TEW)  was  away 
from  its  normal  habitat.  Grasshopper  Spar- 
rows apparently  winter  sparingly  in  the 
Region,  but  records  are  few,  so  one  at 
Miraflores  17  Feb  (TJEP)  was  noteworthy. 
Fox  Sparrows  of  various  sorts  were  reported 
in  n.  Baja  California,  including  a Thick- 
billed far  s.  at  Catavina  30  Dec  (tAC),  and 
one  judged  to  be  a Red  Fox  Sparrow  at 
Hamilton  Ranch,  near  Santo  Domingo  4 Feb 
(tJEP).  The  only  White-throated  Sparrow 
found  was  a white-striped  bird  at  El  Rosario 
5 Feb  (JEP).  Although  presumably  rare  win- 
ter visitors,  only  2 Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows had  been  recorded  in  ne.  Baja  Califor- 
nia ( M.F.0 . 3:  56)  prior  to  one  found  s.  of 
Algodones  3 Jan  (ph.  KAR,  CR)  and  3 in  the 
same  general  area  4-5  Mar  (DSC).  Rare  to 
uncommon  forms  of  the  Dark-eyed  Junco 
included  3 Slate-coloreds  at  Punta  Banda  19 
Dec  (TEW)  and  singles  at  El  Rosario  5 Feb 
(JEP)  and  s.  of  Algodones  5 Mar  (DSC),  and 
a Pink-sided  and  a Gray-headed  s.  of  Algo- 
dones 4 Mar  (DSC).  Lapland  Longspur 
could  be  a regular  fall  and  winter  visitor  to 
n.  Baja  California,  but  the  species  is  seldom 
encountered  in  the  vast  expanses  of  suitable 
habitat  there,  so  one  near  Estero  Punta 
Banda  19  Dec  (tRAE)  was  noteworthy.  The 
season’s  only  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at 
Todos  Santos  30  Jan  (CB,  SGM),  and  the 
lone  Indigo  Bunting  was  n.  of  Santiago  28 
Jan  (SGM,  CB).  The  Regions  3rd  recorded 
Common  Grackle  was  at  El  Rosario  21  Feb 
(tJEP).  Nine  Bronzed  Cowbirds  at  the  Mex- 
icali stockyards  13  Jan  (ph.  MJ1,  RAE)  were 
the  first  to  be  found  wintering  in  the  Region. 

EXOTICS 

The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove’s  expansion 
across  the  continent  reached  the  Pacific  coast 
in  our  Region.  The  first  peninsular  record  in 
May  2001  was  followed  by  three  this  season: 
one  with  900  Mourning  Doves  at  the  Mexi- 
cali stockyards  13  Jan  (RAE,  tMJI),  one  at  El 
Rosario  5 Feb  (tJEP),  and  one  at  Cucupa  el 
Mayor  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  6 Mar  (DSC). 
White-collared  Seedeaters  continued  to  be 
found  around  La  Paz,  with  a high  count  of  4 
at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  4 Feb  (Jide  RC). 
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The  winter  2002-2003  was  again 
marked  by  an  invasion  of  Cedar 
Waxwings  throughout  the  country, 
and  a pattern  seems  to  be  developing  in 
which  the  species  “invades”  Mexico  every 
two  winters.  Valdez  Peresgasga  reports  that 
waxwing  winters  have  coincided  with  large 
influxes  of  American  Robins  to  Torreon, 
Coahuila,  for  the  past  four  years  at  least,  but 
there  is  not  a wider  correlation  of  these  two 
species  across  the  remainder  of  the  country. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  especially  large  num- 
ber of  vagrants  reported  this  winter,  particu- 
larly eastern  migrants  in  western  Mexico. 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  be 
reported  in  many  parts  of  northern  Mexico 
and  less  frequently  on  the  Yucatan  Penin- 
sula. This  seasons  report  includes  one  of 
only  a few  Mexican  records  of  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow,  Pine  Warbler,  and  Ruff. 
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Jan  (SAG,  MDC,  HO,  NC),  and  one  was  at 
Laguna  Fierro  on  the  e.  end  of  Nuevo  Casas 
Grandes,  Chili.  6 Jan  (BH,  SJ,  SD).  Up  to  7 
Northern  Fulmars  were  seen  off  San  Bias, 
Nay.  from  mid-Dec  to  at  least  early  Jan  by 
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Howell  notes  that  post-hurricane  Kama  bird 
numbers  around  San  Bias,  Nayarit  in  early 
January  were  down  noticeably  for  many 
species,  especially  frugivores  and  to  a lesser 
extent  insectivores,  but  all  species  regularly 
in  the  area  were  present.  Carmody  reports 
that  some  rarely-seen  birds  in  the  San  Bias 
area,  such  as  Fan-tailed  Warbler,  were  far 
easier  to  locate  in  early  December  and  that 
the  lowlands  of  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit  were 
very  green  and  leafy  at  the  end  of  the  report- 
ing period. 

Abbreviations:  B.V.C.  (Bosque  Venustiano 
Carranza,  Torreon,  Coah.),  P.P.  (Puerto 
Penasco,  Son.). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SANDPIPERS 

Common  Loon,  rarely  recorded  inland  in 
Mexico,  was  detected  at  Laguna  de 
Labradores  near  Galeana,  N.L.  12  Jan  (ad.) 
and  on  the  reservoir  ne.  of  San  Francisco, 
Tamps.  13  Jan  (juv.;  SAG,  MDC,  HO,  NC).  A 
Western  Grebe  was  at  the  latter  reservoir  13 


boatman  Armando  Santiago  (fide  SNGH); 
one  was  seen  around  5 km  offshore  of  San 
Bias  10  Jan  (SNGH).  A Great  Egret  on  the 
Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  (LG)  was  unex- 
pected in  winter  (BH).  An  ad.  Tricolored 
Heron  was  inland  at  Presa  El  Tulillo,  Coah. 
13  Jan  (MDC,  SAG,  HO,  NC). 

The  2nd  record  of  Ross’s  Goose  for  PR 
(and  apparently  the  3rd  for  Son.)  was  pro- 
vided by  one  at  the  new  sewage  ponds  13 
Dec  through  the  first  week  of  Jan  (WR,  DS, 
SG).  A first  record  for  N.L.  was  furnished  by 
2 at  Presa  Lajuventud  23  Feb  (RD,  ph.  DGT, 
nr.  ob.),  and  apparently  the  first  records 
from  Tamps,  were  of  one  flying  over  La 
Pesca  18  Jan  and  another  35  km  s.  of  Mata- 
moros  19  Jan  (HO,  MDC,  SAG,  NC).  Three 
Ross’s  were  with  700+  Snow  Geese  (includ- 
ing 25  blue  morphs)  at  Presa  Francisco 
Madero  w.  of  Delicias,  Chih.  13  Dec  (MDC, 
DM,  KB). 

A Mallard  was  at  PR  sewage  ponds  19  Jan 
(PL,  m.  ob.).  A pair  of  Mottled  Ducks  was 
near  El  Salto,  S.L.R  8 Dec  (MDC,  DM,  KB). 


Fewer  Wood  Ducks  than  usual  were  seen  on 
the  Nazas  R.  this  period,  and  many  showed 
nervous  behavior.  This  could  be  due  to  the 
recent  issuing  of  hunting  permits  for  up  to 
15  per  day  by  Mexican  authorities;  such  per- 
mits were  revoked  in  Feb,  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  FVP  and  others,  although  enforce- 
ment remained  feeble  (FVP).  Three  males 
and  a female  were  noted  in  flight  over  the 
Nazas  R.  in  Canon  de  Fernandez,  Dgo.  15 
Dec,  with  4 males  and  3 females  swimming 
on  a pond  there  22  Dec.  A pair  was  there  19 
Jan,  while  8 males  and  a female  were 
detected  16  Jan,  plus  a pair  courting  in  an 
irrigation  ditch  nearby  on  the  same  date 
(FVP).  One  male  Long-tailed  Duck  was  at 
P.P.  13-14  Dec  (NB,  SG,  ph.  DS,  m.  ob.); 
there  have  been  about  seven  records  for  P.P., 
with  multiple  birds  on  three  occasions.  A 
male  Greater  Scaup  was  at  the  P.P  sewage 
ponds  19-21  Jan  (SNGH,  ph.  CW).  One 
male  and  3 female  Hooded  Mergansers  were 
at  Laguna  Fierro  6 Jan  (BH,  SJ,  SD),  and  a 
male  was  at  the  P.P  sewage  ponds  13  Dec 
(WR,  DS)  but  could  not  be  found  subse- 
quently, whereas  a female  Common  Mer- 
ganser also  there  13  Dec  was  seen  through 
Jan  (m.  ob.).  Five  Common  Mergansers, 
including  one  male,  were  seen  in  Estero 
Morria,  P.P.  4 Feb  (SG,  LN),  currently  the 
high  count  for  RP.  of  a species  that  is  rare  on 
the  coast  of  Son. 

The  northernmost  roost  in  Chih.  of  Black 
Vulture  and  the  northernmost  regular  winter 
roost  of  Turkey  Vulture,  Casa  de  Janos  pro- 
duced normal  or  slightly  above-normal 
counts  in  the  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  4 Jan 
(BH);  this  roost  is  only  48  km  from  New 
Mexico,  U.S.A.,  and  yet  there  is  only  one 
record  of  Black  Vulture  and  very  few  winter 
records  of  Turkey  Vultures  from  that  state. 
However,  5 Black  Vultures  at  28°  25.725’  N, 
108°  22.59’  W were  only  10  km  from  the 
New  Mexico  border  14  Dec  (MDC,  DM, 
KB).  A Snail  Kite  was  along  the  Rio  San 
Cristobal  near  San  Bias  10  Jan  (SNGH).  One 
ad.  Northern  Goshawk  was  near  Ocampo, 
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Chih.  14  Dec  (MDC,  DM,  KB).  An  ad.  Road- 
side Hawk  was  n.  of  its  usual  range  at  San 
Bias  10  Jan  (SNGH).  Ajuv.  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  was  at  Presa  El  Tulillo  11  Jan  (MDC, 
SAG,  HO,  NC).  Kettles  totaling  175-200 
Swainson’s  Hawks  (all  ages  and  color 
morphs)  were  n.  of  Culiacan,  Sin.  on  the  late 
date  of  1 Dec  (MDC).  A rufous-morph  Red- 
tailed Hawk  was  at  the  foothills  of  Cerro 
Potosl,  N.L.  18  Jan  (BF  et  al.).  An  ad.  Bat 
Falcon  was  slightly  nw.  of  its 
mapped  range  at  Santiago,  N.F.  17 
Jan  (CD,  BW  et  ah). 

Three  Fitnpkins  were  along  Rio 
San  Cristobal  10  Jan  (SNGH). 

More  than  250  Sandhill  Cranes 
were  in  a Dgo.  field  on  old  Hwy  49 
between  Chihuahua  City  and  Tor- 
reon  12  Dec  (MDC,  DM,  KB).  A 
pair  of  Sungrebes  was  at  El 
Nacimiento  near  Gomez  Farias, 

Tamps.  17  Jan  (J&DC).  Nine  and 
27  Mountain  Plovers  were  in  El 
Cuervo  near  Ejido  San  Pedro  3 & 

4 Jan  (BH,  SJ,  SD);  this  species  is 
not  known  to  winter  in  nearby 
New  Mexico.  At  least  4 Piping 
Plovers  were  at  Playa  Bagdad  and 
n.  of  ha  Capilla,  Tamps.  20  Jan 
(HO,  SAG,  MDC,  NC).  Two  Col- 
lared Plovers  were  found  16  Jan  at 
a seasonal  pond  s.  of  the  Rio  Tam- 
paon,  S.L.R  bridge  on  Hwy  85A 
(MDC,  SAG,  HO,  NC),  the  same  area  where 
recorded  by  others  in  fall  2002.  A Dunlin 
was  in  a tidal  basin  n.  of  Mazatlan,  Sin.  24 
Feb  (MDC). 


Doves  were  seen  at  km  89  on  Hwy  97  in 
Tamps.  1 Dec  (SJD  et  ah),  while  one  was  at 
Ascension,  Chih.  2 Jan  (BH;  this  is  the  first 
record  from  an  area  where  C.B.C.s  have  been 
carried  out  regularly  for  eight  years),  and  37 
were  in  the  55-km  stretch  of  road  between 
San  Francisco  de  Presas  and  Carboneras, 
Tamps.  18  Jan  (MDC,  SAG,  HO,  NC).  Mex- 
ican Parrotlets  were  seen  within  a km  of  the 
coast  n.  of  Mazatlan  24  Feb  (MDC).  A Bur- 


Rare in  southeastern  Chiapas  state,  Mexico,  this  Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
was  a nice  find  at  Finca  Irlanda,  above  Tapachula  6 December  2002. 
Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosselet. 


GULLS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

An  ad.  Herring  Gull  was  at  Laguna  Fierro  6 
Jan  (BH,  SJ,  SD).  A second-year  Yellow- 
footed Gull  was  at  San  Bias  10  Jan  (SNGH) 
and  was  still  there  in  late  Jan  (fide  John  P. 
Martin).  One  nearly  ad.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  at  the  dump  in  RP  14  & 15 
Dec  (SG,  LN,  ph.  DS,  m.  ob.)  but  could  not 
be  found  there  afterwards  (3rd  record  for 
P.P.  and  Son.).  A second-winter  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  was  with  100+  gulls  on 
the  shore  of  the  Laguna  Madre  near  La 
Capilla  19  Jan,  and  one  ad.  and  2 second- 
winter  individuals  were  at  Playa  Bagdad  20 
|an  (MDC,  SAG,  HO,  NC).  Two  first-winter 
Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  in  the  PP  area 
19-20  Jan  (fide  PL).  Two  first-winter  Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  at  the  PP  dump  and  estuary 
in  late  Jan  (WR,  ph.  SNGH,  ph.  DS,  m.  ob.), 
and  a first-winter  Mew  Gull  found  at  the  PR 
dump  15  Dec  (the  2nd  record  for  PR)  was 
seen  through  late  Jan  (WR,  ph.  SNGH,  ph. 
DS,  m.  ob.).  At  least  11  Thayer’s  Gulls  (2 
ads.,  a third-winter,  8 first-winters)  were  at 
P.P.  late  Jan  (ph.  SNGH).  A total  of  6 West- 
ern Gulls  was  reported  in  the  PP  area  19-20 
Jan  (PL,  ph.  DS).  Two  Eurasian  Collared- 


rowing  Owl  was  roosting  on  a breakwater  at 
San  Bias  10  Jan  (SNGH). 

A male  Anna's  Hummingbird  was  seen  in 
B.V.C.  through  the  season,  sitting  on  top  of  a 
tall  cypress  for  long  periods  (FV,  WB).  One 
male  Allens  with  several  Rufous  Humming- 
birds were  feeding  on  ocotillo  flowers  just 
outside  PR  4 Feb  (NB);  this  is  the  time  for 
spring  migrants  to  move  through  the  area.  A 
Tufted  Flycatcher  was  at  La  Bajada,  Nay.  25 
Dec  (WB).  An  apparent  Willow  Flycatcher 
was  in  Canon  de  las  Canoas  near  Dinamita, 
Dgo.  29  Dec  (FV,  WB).  A Dusky  Flycatcher 
was  at  Rio  San  Pedro,  Chih.  6 Jan  (vt.  BH  et 

al. );  there  are  only  a few  winter  records  for 
nearby  New  Mexico.  Two  Say’s  Phoebes 
were  in  the  large  field  at  Rancho  La  Noria, 
Sin.  28  Feb,  where  one  had  been  5 Dec;  this 
is  the  3rd  winter  the  species  has  been 
recorded  here  (MDC).  An  Eastern  Phoebe 
was  ne.  of  Rosario,  Sin.  4 Dec  (MDC).  Three 
late  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  17  km 

w.  of  La  Pesca,  Tamps.  9 Dec  (MDC);  one 
more  was  near  Carboneras  18  Jan  (MDC, 
SAG,  HO,  NC).  A Black-crowned  Tityra  was 
at  El  Nacimiento  17  Jan  (J&rDC).  Two  West- 
ern Scrub-Jays  were  seen  in  Canon  de  las 
Canoas  29  Dec,  the  first  sightings  for  the 
region  (FV,  WB),  which  is  a supposed  gap  in 
its  range.  A Clark’s  Nutcracker  was  on  Cerro 
Potosi,  N.L.  13  Jan  (MDC).  A Gray  Vireo 
was  reported  in  Canon  dc  las  Canoas  29  Dec 


(WB,  FVP),  and  one  was  157  km  se.  of  Her- 
mosillo,  on  Hwy  16,  Son.  14  Dec  (MDC, 
DM,  KB).  One  Mexican  Chickadee  was  at 
low  elevation  in  the  Ojitos  riparian  area  near 
Casa  de  Janos  3 & 4 Jan  (CR  et  al.)  Two  or  3 
northbound  Cliff  Swallows  were  found 
about  two  weeks  early  at  the  new  PR  sewage 
ponds  4 Feb  (MB).  About  25+  late  Barn 
Swallows  were  around  P.P  from  Dec  through 
the  first  week  of  Jan  (one  was  seen  there  19- 
20  Jan,  fide  PL),  but  none  were 
seen  in  Feb  (SG). 

Two  Townsends  Solitaires  e. 
of  PR  in  the  Las  Conchas  area  14 
Dec  (ph.  DS,  WR)  provided  the 
2nd  record  for  RP.  Up  to  17  East- 
ern Bluebirds  away  from  the 
mountains  in  the  Ejido  San  Pedro 
C.B.C.4-7  Jan  were  unusual  (BH 
et  al.).  Two  Mountain  Bluebirds 
were  in  the  PP.  area  19-20  Jan 
(fide  PL),  and  a dozen  were  seen 
outside  Barrial  de  Guadalupe,  s. 
of  Torreon  23  Feb  (FV,  WB,  EC, 
AV,  EH,  MC).  An  Orange-billed 
Nightingale-Thrush  was  at  La 
Bajada  25  Dec  (WB).  A Grayson’s 
Robin  was  at  San  Bias  10  Jan 
(SNGH).  One  American  Robin  in 
the  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  was  an 
unusually  low  number  (BH  et 
al.).  A Gray  Catbird  at  Rio  San 
Pedro  5 Jan  (vt.  BH,  m.  ob.)  pro- 
vided a first  record  for  Chih.  A Blue  Mock- 
ingbird was  at  La  Bajada  25  Dec  (WB).  Three 
Spragues  Pipits  were  near  Tanque  de  Emer- 
gence, Coah.  10  Dec,  but  none  was  found  in 
the  same  spot  1 0 Jan,  despite  a more  exten- 
sive search  (MDC).  Eleven  were  either 
flushed  or  studied  on  the  ground  during  a 
one-km  walk  in  grasses  near  the  shore  of 
Presa  Falcon,  Tamps.  21  Jan  (MDC,  SAG, 
HO,  NC).  Reports  of  Cedar  Waxwings 
include  early  records  from  Torreon,  Coah.  4 
& 11  Dec  (FVP),  counts  of  25  at  Cerro  de 
San  Juan,  Nay.  and  40  in  Tepic,  Nay.  9 Jan 
(SNGH),  and  counts  of  100+  at  Chipinque, 
N.L.  25  Jan  (AH).  A European  Starling  was 
in  the  RP.  area  19-20  Jan  (fide  PL). 

An  ad.  male  Pine  Warbler  was  in  B.V.C.  9 
Jan  (WB).  Two  Palm  Warblers  were  around 
the  new  P.P  sewage  ponds  from  Dec  through 
Feb  (SG,  ph.  DS,  m.  ob.).  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  and  a female  Hooded  Warbler 
were  on  the  Singayta  trail  near  San  Bias  4 
Dec,  as  was  a high  count  of  6 Fan-tailed 
Warblers  (MDC).  A female  Kentucky  War- 
bler was  at  La  Bajada  5 Dec  (MDC).  A Lazuli 
Bunting,  unexpected  in  winter,  was  along 
Rio  Casas  Grandes  6 Jan  (BH).  MDC  and 
party  found  only  small  flocks  of  3-7 
Worthen’s  Sparrows  at  Tanque  de  Emergen- 
cia  10  Dec  but  flocks  of  50  and  150  at  nearby 
Rancho  Dos  Arbolitos  and  Rancho  Los 
Angeles,  Coah.  10  Jan.  Large  flocks  were 
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also  near  Rancho  Dos  Arbolitos  12  Jan 
(around  80  individuals)  and  at  Las  Esperan- 
zas,  N.L.  9 Feb  (ph.  AH,  RD).  Three  Bairds 
Sparrows  were  recorded  in  the  Ejido  San 
Pedro  C.B.C.  4 Jan  (BH  et  al.),  and  singles 
were  near  Tanque  de  Emergencia  10  Dec  and 
10  Jan  (MDC).  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  was 
seen  in  coastal  grasses  3 km  w.  of  Playa  Bag- 
dad 20  Jan  (MDC,  SAG,  HO,  NC).  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  was  at  Rio  Casas  Grandes 
6 Jan  (vt.  BH,  m.  ob.).  At  least  3 McCowns 
Longspurs  were  in  a field  on  the  se.  corner  of 
Laguna  Bustillos,  Chih.  13  Dec,  and  75-200 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  visiting  a 
stock  pond  near  Sandoval,  Chih.  13  Dec 
(MDC,  DM,  KB). 

A male  Ochre  Oriole  was  near 
Matanchen,  Nay.  with  many  Orchard  Orioles 
(SNGH),  a first  state  record  of  this  sub- 
species. Three  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were 
in  a flock  of  Lesser  Goldfinches  on  Hwy  8 
about  15  km  from  PR  4 Feb  (NB),  coincid- 
ing with  a big  influx  of  Lawrence’s  Goldfinch 
into  s.  Arizona  this  winter.  Single 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  heard  at  Rio 
San  Pedro  3 & 4 Jan  (BH),  where  not 
mapped  by  Howell  & Webb  (1995). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Ken  Berlin,  Ned  Boyajian,  Ernesto  Cabrera, 
Michael  D.  Carmody,  Neal  Clark,  Maribel 
Cortez,  Jane  & Dennis  Coskren,  Stephen  j. 
Davies,  Ruben  Deschamps,  Coen  Dexter, 
Scott  Dieni,  Bert  Frenz,  Steve  Ganley, 
Daniel  Garcia  Tobon,  Stephen  A.  Gerslt,  Luis 
Granillo,  Eduardo  Hernandez,  Antonio 
Hidalgo,  Bill  Howe,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell, 
Scott  Jones,  Paul  Lehman,  Dave  Michel, 
Larry  Norris,  Hal  Opperman,  Will  Russell, 
Christopher  Rustay,  Dave  Stejskal,  Alfredo 
Villalobos,  Chris  Wood,  Brenda  Wright. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


cold  was  most  likely  responsible  for  displac- 
ing multiple  species  to  below  "normal”  ele- 
vations. Records  are  for  central  Veracruz 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Abbreviations:  L.P.  (La  Piedra,  Ver.), 
PE.C.M.  (Parque  Ecoldgico  de  la  Ciudad  de 
Mexico,  D.E),  Sal.  (Laguna  El  Salado,  Ver.), 
U.N.A.M.  (Universidad  Nacional  Autonoma 
de  Mexico,  D.F). 

GREBES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

An  Eared  Grebe  was  at  El  Farallon  lagoon  17 
Dec  (JM,  AM).  Around  50  American  White 
Pelicans  were  at  Parque  Ecolbgico  de 
Xochimilco,  D.F  14  Dec,  and  at  least  85 
were  there  4 Feb  (RW,  HGdS).  Two  Plegadis 
ibis  were  at  Parque  Ecologico  de  Xochimilco 
14  Dec,  and  a White-faced  Ibis  was  there  4 
Feb  (RW,  HGdS).  A Glossy  Ibis  in  breeding 
plumage  in  the  Alvarado  wetlands  22  Feb 
was  the  first  record  for  Ver.  (JM,  AM).  A 
Roseate  Spoonbill  and  7 Wood  Storks  were 
unusual  at  about  1500  m elevation  Laguna 
de  Sayula,  Jal.  16  Feb  (SNGH).  At  least  50 
roosting  Boat-billed  Herons  were  observed 
in  the  Alvarado  wetlands  20  Feb  (JM,  AM). 
One  Fulvous  was  with  approximately  500 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  12  Feb  near 
Las  Barrancas.  A Muscovy  Duck  was 
recorded  on  Veracruz’s  first  C.B.C.,  flying 
over  La  Mancha  14  Dec.  Howell  reports  that 
whereas  in  most  winters  there  are  200-500 
Snow  Geese  at  Laguna  de  Sayula  (with  three 
per  cent  blue  morphs),  there  were  1010 
there  16  Feb  (with  the  usual  proportion  of 
blue  morphs). 

Up  to  5 Snail  Kites  were  at  Manzanillo  air- 
port marshes,  Col.  in  mid-Feb  (SNGH).  Two 
ad.  Hook-billed  Kites  were  foraging  in  the 
scrub  near  Institute  de  Ecologia,  U.N.A.M. 
16  Dec,  another  was  there  30  Jan,  and  one 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  there  8 Jan 
(HGdS).  Single  ad.  White-tailed  Hawks 


•k  Distrito  Federal 


After  a cold  fall  and  early  winter,  record-high 
temperatures  were  felt  in  Mexico  City  in  late 
Jan  and  Feb,  though  these  months  remained 
very  cold  in  central  Veracruz  (with  shrub- 
killing frost  in  Las  Minas  and  La  Joya);  the 


were  seen  just  s.  of  Veracruz  City  12  Feb  and 
at  Las  Barrancas  17  Feb,  well  outside  of  their 
normal  range.  An  ad.  female  Peregrine  Fal- 
con with  trailing  harnesses  was  seen  flying 
n.  of  L.  P.  17  Feb;  together  with  recent  news 


of  captured  Aplomado  Falcons,  this  provides 
further  evidence  of  continuing  illegal  trap- 
ping of  raptors  in  cen.  Ver.  One  Black-bel- 
lied, 2 Collared,  and  4 Snowy  Plovers,  17 
Willets,  6 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  (early),  and  3 
Gull-billed  Terns  were  at  Laguna  de  Sayula 
16  Feb  (SNGH).  A Solitary  Sandpiper  was  at 
a small  watering  hole  near  L.  R 12  Feb.  Most 
unusual  at  Laguna  de  Sayula  16  Feb  was  a 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  in  active  primary  molt, 
molting  at  a later  date  than  in  South  Amer- 
ica, where  the  population  usually  winters 
(ph.  SNGH);  this  is  probably  the  first  Mexi- 
can winter  record. 

A Laughing  Gull  was  at  Parque  Ecologico 
de  Xochimilco  14  Dec  and  4 Feb  (RW, 
HGdS).  One  Franklin’s  Gull  was  near  Isla 
Candelaria  in  Alvarado  wetlands  25  Jan.  Two 
first-winter  Herring  Gulls  were  inland  at 
Laguna  Zapotlan  (near  Ciudad  Guzman), 
Jal.  15  Feb  (SNGH). 

Five  Mourning  Doves  were  at  Parque 
Ecoldgico  de  Xochimilco  4 Feb  (HGdS, 
RW).  A Barred  Owl  was  seen  5 Feb  near 
Colonia  Veinte  de  Noviembre  (2100  m),  a 
new  record  for  cen.  Ver.  A single  female 
Green-breasted  Mango  was  seen  12  Feb  near 
Las  Barrancas,  early  for  cen.  Ver.  A very 
vocal  male  White-eared  Hummingbird  was 
seen  2 Feb  at  Esquildn  (1000  tn),  e.  and 
downslope  of  its  normal  range  (AM,  JM, 
RS).  Three  male  and  one  female  Sparkling- 
tailed Hummingbirds  were  at  Cafetal  El 
Basurero  16  Jan,  ne.  of  normal  range.  Three 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  seen  12 
Feb  near  L.P,  n.  of  normal  wintering  range: 
were  they  already  beginning  to  move  north? 
Three  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  at 
Barra  de  Navidad,  Jal.  and  one  at  Playa  de 
Oro,  Col.  in  mid-Feb  were  more  than  usual 
(SNGH).  At  least  10  Bumblebee  Humming- 
birds, the  majority  male,  were  seen  on  flow- 
ering eucalyptus  at  Cafetal  El  Basurero  16 
Jan,  e.  and  downslope  of  normal  range.  Two 
male  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  were  seen 
chasing  each  other  at  El  Farallon  lagoon  14 
Dec;  though  well  e.  and  downslope  of 
mapped  range,  this  species  has  been  found 
regularly  wintering  in  the  cen.  Ver.  lowlands. 
Several  Hairy  Woodpeckers  were  observed 
near  Colonia  Veinte  de  Noviembre  5 Feb,  e. 
of  normal  range.  A Ladder-backed  Wood- 
pecker was  heard  near  Viaducto  and  Avenida 
Coyoacan  24  Dec  (HGdS). 

Three  Yellow-bellied  Elaenias  (2  already 
paired)  were  seen  12  Feb  n.  of  La  Piedra, 
perhaps  early  arrivals  from  nonbreeding 
areas.  A Common  Tody-Flycatcher  was  n. 
of  L.  P.12  Feb.  Two  Yellow-olive  Flycatchers 
at  Cafetal  El  Basurero  16  Jan  were  n.  of  their 
normal  range  and  new  for  cen.  Ver.  At  least 
8 Tufted  Flycatchers  were  around  the  small 
river  at  the  entrance  to  Cafetal  El  Basurero 
16  Jan.  One  Pine  Flycatcher  was  mist-netted 
at  PE.C.M.  5 Dec  (vt.  AOI).  A male  Vermil- 
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ion  Flycatcher  was  close  to  the  Instituto  de 
Ecologia,  U.N.A.M.  16  Dec  (HGdS).  A 
Cassin's  Kingbird  was  seen  11  Jan  at  Villa 
Rica,  well  e.  and  downslope  of  normal  range 
(JM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  Brown-capped  Vireos  were  seen  16 
Jan  and  2 Feb  at  Cafetal  El  Basurero.  A 
Chestnut-sided  Shrike- Vireo  was  at  La  Joya 
7 Dec  (JG),  while  a Common  Raven,  rare  in 
cen.  Ver.,  was  on  the  road  to  Quiahuixtlan  7 
Dec  (JM,  AM).  Dozens  of  Violet-green  Swal- 
lows were  seen  5 Feb  at  Las  Minas  (2100  m) 
and  15  Feb  at  Volcancillo  (1800  m);  this 
species  is  seen  regularly  at  these  sites  in  the 
winter,  though  it  is  e.  of  mapped  range.  A 
roost  flight  of  1000+  Gray-breasted  Martins 
at  Manzanillo,  Col.  20  Feb  (SNGH)  was 
more  than  the  few  hundred  usually  seen  in 
other  years  (fide  SNGH).  Five  Black-crested 
Titmice  were  near  Esquilon  2 Feb  (AM,  JM, 
RS).  Several  Rufous-naped  Wrens  carrying 
nesting  material  were  seen  along  the  L.  B 
road  1 2 Feb,  and  at  least  8 singing/territorial 
individuals  were  in  the  Alvarado  wetlands 
22  Feb  in  a small  palm-scrub  area  sur- 
rounded by  kilometers  of  mangroves.  Four 
Sedge  Wrens  were  at  Parque  Ecologico  de 
Xochimilco  14  Dec  (RW,  HGdS). 

Two  European  Starlings  were  just  inside 
the  D.E  along  Calzada  Ignacio  Zaragoza  1 
Jan  (HGdS).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  first 
recorded  in  Mexico  City  during  the  C.B.C. 
14  Dec  ( fide  RW);  they  were  numerous 
thereafter  throughout  the  city,  including 
Alameda  Central,  Bosque  de  Aragon,  and 
different  parts  of  Xochimilco  and  Ciudad 
Universitaria  (HGdS,  RW,  MPV,  SA) — with  a 
count  of  650+  between  Insurgentes  and 
Instituto  de  Ecologia,  U.N.A.M.  3 Feb 
(HGdS,  MPV).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  also 
numerous  and  widespread  “everywhere”  in 
Col.  and  w.  Jal.  in  Feb,  from  sea  level  Barra 

Ide  Navidad  to  Ciudad  Guzman  (SNGH)  and 
dozens  in  several  places  in  the  cen.  Ver.  low- 
lands, where  the  earliest  record  was  from  14 
Dec  at  El  Farallon  lagoon  (JM,  AM).  Several 
Gray  Silky-flycatchers  were  seen  at 
Esquilon  and  Cafetal  El  Basurero  2 Feb,  well 
e.  of  normal  (AM,  JM,  RS).  A Phainopepla 
was  on  the  road  to  Los  Humeros,  Pue.  14 
Dec  (JM,  AM,  RS,JG). 

Three  Yellow  Warblers  were  at  Parque 
Ecologico  de  Xochimilco  4 Feb,  one  of  them 
singing  (HGdS,  RW).  Orange-crowned  and 
Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warblers  were 
more  abundant  than  usual  this  winter  (JM), 
and  dozens  to  hundreds  could  be  found 
daily  virtually  everywhere  in  the  cen.  Ver. 
lowlands.  A female  Hermit  Warbler  was 
seen  2 Feb  at  Esquilon,  e.  of  normal  (AM, 
JM,  RS).  One  Red  and  19  Olive  Warblers 
were  mist-netted  in  oak -Buddleia  scrub  at 
RE.C.M.  19  Dec  (AOI,  SA).  Olive  Warblers 


were  heard  in  different  parts  of  Ciudad  Uni- 
versitaria, D.E  30  Jan  (HGdS).  A very  dull 
Western  Tanager  was  seen  at  Villa  Rica  1 1 
Jan,  just  n.  of  normal  wintering  range.  At 
least  6 male  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were 
singing  at  Volcancillo  15  Feb.  A Cinnamon- 
bellied  Flowerpiercer  was  heard  calling  in 
Delegacion  Benito  Juarez,  D.E,  and  singles 
were  seen  at  Instituto  de  Ecologia,  U.N.A.M. 
3 Feb  (HGdS)  and  near  Facultad  de  Inge- 
nieria  in  Ciudad  Universitaria  19  Feb 
(HGdS,  MPV).  The  male  Cinnamon-bellied 
Flowerpiercer  2 Feb  at  Cafetal  El  Basurero 
was  both  e.  and  downslope  of  normal  (AM, 
JM,  RS). 

A Song  Sparrow,  rare  at  sea  level,  was  in 
coastal  dunes  at  La  Mancha  17  Dec  (JM). 
Ten  Black-chinned  Sparrows  in  the  Perote 
lava-rock  scrub  14  Dec  provided  new 
records  for  Ver.  (JM,  AM,  RS,  JG).  A single 
Clay-colored,  3 Black-chinned  (one  male 
singing),  and  several  Vesper  Sparrows  were 
in  the  highland  Malpais,  e.  of  their  mapped 
ranges  5 Feb.  One  Lark  Sparrow  was  at  Playa 
Juan  Angel  17  Dec  (JM,  AM,  RS,  RR)  and  at 
least  10  there  11  Jan;  though  well  out  of 
mapped  range,  this  species  is  found  regu- 
larly during  the  winter  in  some  of  the  cen. 
Ver.  grasslands. 

One  male  Ochre  Oriole  was  s.  of  Salinas 
17  Feb,  perhaps  an  early  arriver  to  its  breed- 
ing grounds.  A Scott’s  Oriole  was  in  the  Per- 
ote lava-rock  scrub  14  Dec  (JM,  AM,  RS, 
JG),  and  another  was  seen  5 Feb  in  highland 
Malpais,  e.  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM,  RS). 
Dozens  to  hundreds  of  Red  Crossbills  and 
Pine  Siskins  were  found  daily  in  the  high 
pine  forests  of  cen.  Ver.  this  winter.  Up  to  20 
Lesser  Goldfinches  were  seen  regularly  in 
downtown  Xalapa  (1300  m)  through  the 
period,  well  e.  of  mapped  range. 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Sofia  Arenas,  Julio  Gallardo,  Hector  Gomez 
de  Silva,  Steve  N.G.  Howell,  Amy  McAn- 
drews,  Jorge  Montejo,  Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita, 
Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Rafael  Rodriguez, 
Robert  Straub  and  Richard  Wilson.  Uncred- 
ited observations  are  by  Amy  McAndrews 
and  Jorge  Montejo. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


This  winter  seemed  somewhat  drier  than 
usual,  at  least  in  central  Oaxaca.  The  large 
number  of  participants  in  the  central  Oaxaca 
C.B.C.  led  to  exceptionally  high  counts  of 
some  species.  A drop  in  numbers  of  winter 
resident  species  was  noted  toward  the  end  of 
the  period,  which  would  seem  to  be  early  if 
it  represents  departure  in  February.  Species  j 
of  this  type  included  several  that  are  usually 
common  through  early  spring,  such  as 
Townsend’s,  Yellow-rumped,  and  Wilson’s 
Warblers.  This  phenomenon  could  simply 
reflect  a change  in  resource  availability 
locally  rather  than  true  northward  migra- 
tion. Noteworthy  this  year  was  the  great 
abundance  of  Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  War- 
blers, including  down  to  sea  level  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  Oaxaca.  Records  are  from 
Oaxaca  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Abbreviations:  Bac.  (Bacocho  Beach,  Puerto 
Escondido),  Est.  (Arroyo  Estudiante),  Huat. 
(Huatulco  area),  La  Cuinbre  (Sierra  de  Aloa- 
paneca,  above  El  Estudiante),  Monte  Alban 
(Monte  Alban  archaeological  site  and  envi- 
rons, Oaxaca  City),  Nav.  (Barra  de  Navidad, 
Pochutla  District),  S.A.D.  (San  Andres  Dams 
at  San  Andres  Huayapan),  S.EP.  (San  Felipe 
Park,  Oaxaca  City),  Teq.  (Tequio  Park,  Oax- 
aca City). 

GREBES  THROUGH  BECARDS 

There  were  2 ad.  and  3 imm.  Least  Grebes  at 
a small  dam  above  Santo  Domingo  Tomalte- 
pec,  near  Oaxaca  City  19  Dec;  breeding  of 
Least  Grebes  in  cen.  Oax.  is  now  well  estab- 
lished. One  each  of  Audubon’s  and  Black- 
vented  Shearwaters,  along  with  a Nazca 
Booby,  were  off  Huat.  16  Dec  (MG).  Five 
American  White  Pelicans  were  at  Nav.  7 Dec. 
Ten  Brown  Pelicans  were  inland  at  the  Sum- 
idero  Canyon,  Chis.  22  Jan  (AP).  An  imm. 
Neotropic  Cormorant  was  reported  from  the 
upper  reservoir  above  Santo  Domingo  Toma- 
ltepec  22  Dec  (EH,  ET).  One  Little  Blue 
Heron  was  above  Santo  Domingo  Tomalte- 
pec  19  Dec.  Four  ad.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  roosted  along  Rio  Atoyac  in  Oaxaca 
City  through  the  period  (MG).  Two  Wood 
Storks  were  inland  at  630  m.at  La  Cintal 
bridge  near  Cintalapa,Chis.  8 Feb  (PGD). 
One  ad.  King  Vulture  was  seen  soaring 
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above  Pequenez,  near  Jaltenango,  Chis.  19 
Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  The  first  Ring-necked 
Duck  for  cen.  Oax.  was  at  the  dam  above 
Santo  Domingo  Tomaltepec  22  Dec  (EH).  A 
Gray  and  a Harris’s  Hawk  were  at  San  Juan 
Guelavia  12  Feb.  Four  Short-tailed  Hawks 
were  reported  in  the  cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22 
Dec,  most  in  lower  slopes  of  the  mountains. 
A Broad-winged  Hawk  was  at  Oaxaca  City 
19  Jan  (GLA,  MEC).  A Zone-tailed  Hawk 
was  at  La  Cumbre  18-22  Dec,  and  another 
I was  at  Teq.  6 Feb.  A light-  and  a dark- 
morph  Red-tailed  Hawk  were  displaying  at 
La  Cumbre  21  Dec.  A Laughing  Falcon  was 
seen  close  to  Pequenez  17  Jan,  and  another 
was  heard  above  Finca  Prusia,  Chis.  17  & 
19  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.). 

A male  Horned  Guan  was  humming  its 
courtship  call  on  Bandera  trail  near  El  Tri- 
t unfo,  Chis.  18  Jan  (IG,  HGdS,  m.  ob.). 
Long-tailed  Wood-Partridges  were  at 
Arroyo  Jilguero  8 & 10  Feb.  A Common 
j Moorhen  was  at  S.A.D.  19  Dec.  American 
! Coots  were  scarce  in  cen.  Oax.  through  the 
period.  Two  Northern  Jacanas  were  near 
Jaltenango  19  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  A Soli- 
tary Sandpiper  was  at  Piedra  Azul  Dam  20 
Jan  (GLA,  MEC).  Two  Solitary  Sandpipers 
were  at  Bac.  8 Dec,  and  a Wandering  Tattler 
was  at  Puerto  Escondido  8 Dec.  Four 
Whimbrels  were  at  Nav.  7 Dec.  One  Ruff 
was  seen  20  Jan  at  the  mouth  of  Rio 
Colotepec,  the  same  location  as  Oax.’s  first 
record  in  Aug  2001  (RA,  KW,  RG,  CLJ).  A 
previously  unpublished  record  of  Ruff  has 
recently  come  to  light:  a male  in  alternate 
plumage  seen  by  W.  J.  Schaldach,  Jr.,  at 
Playa  Novilleros,  Nayarit  in  May  1966.  A 
Common  Snipe  was  at  Bac.  8 Dec.  A juv. 
Heermann’s  Gull  was  at  Santa  Cruz  harbor, 
Huat.  7 Jan,  and  a Sabine’s  Gull  was  there 
16  Jan  (MG).  A Heermann’s  Gull  was  at  La 
Ventosa  lagoon,  s.  of  Tehuantepec,  9 Feb 
(CD,  BF  et  ah).  Two  Sandwich  and  8 Com- 
mon Terns,  as  well  as  10  Black  Skimmers, 
were  at  Nav.  7 Dec. 

Three  Red-lored  Parrots  were  seen  near 
Jaltenango,  Chis.  17  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  At 
least  2 Flammulated  Owls  were  heard  at 
Llano  Grande  the  entire  last  week  of  Feb 
(MG,  DH);  at  least  4 and  5 were  heard  7 km 
w.  of  La  Cumbre  25  Dec  (RH),  22  Jan  (GLA, 
MEC),  23  Feb  (JY  ESB),  and  27-28  Feb 
(JMF,  RAr,  RG).  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
was  heard  at  Llano  Grande  8-13  Dec  (MG, 
GB);  another  was  found  7 km  w.  of  La 
Cumbre  23  Feb  (JY  ESB),  along  with  3 
Whiskered  Screech-Owls.  Mountain 
Pygmy-Owls,  usually  fairly  common  in  this 
area,  were  not  observed  during  this  period. 
A pair  of  roosting  Whiskered  Screech-Owls, 
one  rufous  and  one  gray  morph,  was  noted 
above  Teotitlan  del  Valle  (at  “Rio  Verde”)  28 
Feb  (JY  ESB).  A Sparkling-tailed  and  a 
Magnificent  (low)  Hummingbirds  and  a 


Green-throated  Mountain-gem  (low)  were 
at  1335  m near  Finca  Prusia  19  Jan  (HGdS, 
m.  ob.).  A Black-crested  Coquette  was  at 
1875  m on  the  Prusia  to  El  Triunfo  trail  19 
Jan  (HGdS,  nr.  ob.).  A male  Slender 
Sheartail  was  singing  at  the  highest  point  of 
the  road  in  Sumidero  Canyon  National  Park 
16  Jan  (AP),  while  a female  was  there  22 
Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.). 

The  2nd  winter  record  of  Elegant  Trogon 
in  the  Valley  of  Oaxaca  was  at  Monte  Alban 
8 Feb,  a low  site  for  the  species.  Two  Col- 
lared Araqaris  were  between  Jaltenango 
and  Finca  Prusia  17  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  A 
Ringed  Kingfisher  was  at  Nav.  7 Dec.  Single 
Yellow-breasted  Sapsuckers  were  at  S.A.D. 

19  Dec,  at  Teq.  20  Dec,  and  at  La  Cumbre 
28  Feb,  and  a high  of  10  was  reported  in 
different  localities  in  cen.  Oax.  during  the 
C.B.C.  22  Dec.  Two  Spot-crowned  Wood- 
creepers  were  at  La  Cumbre  28  Feb.  A 
Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  was  at  Teq. 

20  Dec.  Two  Greenish  Elaenias  were  heard 
along  the  Rio  Salado  during  the  cen.  Oax. 
C.B.C.  22  Dec  (EH),  and  one  was  at  El  Tri- 
unfo 18  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  Two  Pileated 
Flycatchers,  rarely  recorded  in  cen.  Oax.  in 
winter,  were  heard  22  Dec  at  Monte  Alban 
and  along  Hwy  175  above  the  Huayapam 
turnoff  (A&BB);  another  was  at  Monte 
Alban  28  Feb,  probably  an  early  spring 
arrival  (JV,  ESB). 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  are  rare  in  cen. 
Oax  in  winter,  so  one  at  S.ER  19  Dec  and 
another  at  La  Cumbre  25  Dec  (A&BB,  RH) 
were  surprising;  the  species  can  be  found 
rarely  in  late  Feb,  but  these  are  likely  to  be 
early  northbound  migrants.  Two  and  3 
Greater  Pewees  were  near  Finca  Prusia  17 
& 19  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  A high  of  42 
Tufted  Flycatchers  was  reported  during  the 
cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22  Dec.  A Yellowish  Fly- 
catcher was  low  at  1335  m near  Finca  Pru- 
sia 19  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  Single  Say’s 
Phoebes  were  above  Santo  Domingo  Tomal- 
tepec 19  Dec  and  at  S.EP.  22  Dec.  A Brown- 
crested  Flycatcher  was  near  the  first  look- 
out at  Sumidero  Canyon  16  Jan  (AP).  A 
Rose-throated  Becard  was  mist-netted  15 
Dec  at  La  Cumbre  (RAr),  where  several 
pairs  can  be  found  at  this  time  of  year. 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

Two  Slaty  Vireos  were  recorded  at  S.EP 
(RAr,  nr.  ob.),  and  reports  of  singles  came 
from  S.EP  18  Feb  and  Hwy  175  above  the 
Huayapam  turn  (A&BB,  RH),  in  addition  to 
the  regular  sites  above  Teotitlan  and  at 
Monte  Alban.  A White-eyed  Vireo  was  at 
Teq.  22  Dec  (RH).  A rare  Philadelphia  Vireo 
was  studied  carefully  by  Armistead  and 
Crewe  at  Totolapan,  on  the  Pacific  slope,  23 
Jan.  A Bell’s  Vireo  was  recorded  at  Tehuante- 
pec 24  Jan  (HGdS,  JM,  FGG),  one  was  at  Bac. 
8 Dec,  and  3 were  at  Zipolite  beach  9 Dec. 


A Tree  Swallow  was  at  P.A.D.  30  Jan.  An 
American  Dipper  was  seen  along  Hwy  175 
in  n.  Oax.,  where  rare,  2 Feb  (CT,  MG). 
Two  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  at 
Llano  Grande  in  late  Feb  (ph.  MG,  DH).  A 
high  of  112  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  was 
reported  on  the  cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22  Dec. 
Apparently  the  2nd  record  of  Wood  Thrush 
for  the  Pacific  slope  of  Oax.  n.  of  the  Isth- 
mus was  at  Huat.  19  Dec  (MG,  GB;  the  first 
and  hitherto  unpublished  record  was  by 
JMF  6 km  from  Pluma  Hidalgo  16  & 17 
Mar  1999).  A Wood  Thrush  was  also 
reported  at  Teotitlan  del  Valle  4 Feb  (JP  et 
al.).  Two  Swainson’s  and  a Wood  Thrush 
were  in  the  El  Triunfo  clearing  18  Jan 
(HGdS,  m.  ob.).  A Black  Robin  and  2 Aztec 
Thrushes  were  at  Jilguero  Arroyo  30  Jan, 
with  one  Aztec  calling  there  28  Feb  (JY 
ESB).  A Mountain  Robin  was  singing  near 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chis.  16  Jan 
(HGdS). 

A Gray  Catbird  was  at  PA.D.  8 & 10 
Feb.  A Northern  Mockingbird  at  Bac.  8 Dec 
was  unusual;  this  species  has  not  been 
recorded  near  sea  level  in  Oax.  before. 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  very  common  in 
cen.  Oax.  (JMF,  m.  0b.)  and  near  Huat. 
(MG)  throughout  the  period;  762  were 
counted  during  the  cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22 
Dec.  Numerous  small  flocks  were  seen 
between  Jaltenango  and  Finca  Prusia  17  Jan 
and  at  Sumidero  Canyon  National  Park  22 
Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  A Tennessee  Warbler 
was  at  Oaxaca  City  19-20  Dec  (EH).  A 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  at  Huite- 
pec  reserve  near  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 
Dec,  and  another  was  at  nearby  Moxviquil 
reserve  9-27  Jan  (HYH,  AMF,  JGG,  ECC).  A 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  mist-netted  at 
Finca  Irlanda  above  Tapachula,  Chis.  6 Dec 
(ph.  MG,  PB,  GB).  Another  was  seen  along 
Hwy  175  close  to  Oax.  City  2 Feb  (BF  et 
al).  Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warblers  are 
not  mapped  in  Pacific  coastal  Oax.  by  How- 
ell & Webb  (1995),  so  3 at  Bac.  8 Dec  and 
5 at  Huat.  19  Dec  (MG)  are  probably  the 
first  records.  Two  were  also  at  S.EP.  6 Feb, 
and  3 were  at  Teq.  8 Feb,  a few  more  than 
normal.  A high  count  of  694  Yellow- 
rumped  (Audubon’s)  Warblers  was 
recorded  on  the  cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22  Dec.  A 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  in 
riparian  thickets  along  Rio  Salado  22  Dec 
(EH).  A singing  Grace’s  Warbler  was  in 
pines  at  Pequenez  19  Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.). 
One  Ovenbird  mist-netted  at  La  Cumbre  22 
Dec  and  recaptured  there  1 Mar  was  at  high 
elevation  (RAr).  A Northern  Waterthrush 
was  at  a small  dam  e.  of  Teotitlan  del  Valle 
12  Feb,  while  a Louisiana  Waterthrush  was 
at  Est.  21  Dec.  The  highest  elevation  record 
of  Louisiana  Waterthrush  in  cen.  Oax.  was 
one  mist-netted  at  La  Cumbre  12  & 13  Dec. 
A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  at  PA  D.  8 & 
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10  Feb. 

Two  Elegant  Euphonias  were  at  S.A.D.  19 

I Dec.  A flock  of  around  20  Azure-rumped 
Tanagers  was  high  at  1785  m above  Finca 
Prusia  19  Jan  (IG,  HGdS,  m.  ob.).  Three  ad. 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at 
S.A.D.  19  Dec,  and  one  in  basic  plumage 
was  at  the  base  of  Monte  Alban  22  Dec 
(EH).  A non-breeding  male  Lazuli  Bunting 

I was  at  Viguera  near  San  Agustln  Etla  26  Dec 
(MG,  GB),  3 females  were  at  S.FP.  6 Feb 
(JMF,  RAr),  and  one  male  in  breeding 
plumage  was  at  PA.D.  12  Feb  (RAn).  Ten 
Indigo  Buntings  were  at  Teq.  20  Dec;  12 
were  reported  on  the  cen.  Oax.  C.B.C.  22 
Dec.  A Painted  Bunting  was  at  S.FP  22  Dec 
(RAr),  and  another  was  at  Teq.  8 Feb.  A pair 
of  Varied  Buntings  was  near  the  first  lookout 
at  Sumidero  Canyon  16  Jan  (AP).  There 
were  many  Dickcissels  near  Jaltenango  17 
Jan  (HGdS,  m.  ob.).  Eight  Blue-black 
Grassquits  were  at  Teq.  20  Dec  QMF);  4 


were  reported  there  22  Dec  (RH,  m.  ob.). 
Two  Black-chinned  Sparrows  were  recorded 
at  Monte  Alban  22  Jan  (GLA,  MEC),  the  first 
local  records.  Three  Clay-colored,  a 
Grasshopper,  a Vesper,  and  3 Lark  Sparrows 
were  at  Teq.  20  Dec.  Two  more  Lark  Spar- 
rows were  at  Bac.  8 Dec,  and  one  was  at 
S.A.D.  19  Dec.  Six  Savannah  Sparrows  were 
at  Teq.  20  Dec;  3 were  reported  in  the  cen. 
Oax.  C.B.C.  22  Dec.  Four  Grasshopper  Spar- 
rows were  at  Teq.  22  Dec  (RH,  m.  ob.). 

A Red-winged  Blackbird  was  at  San 
Juan  Guelavia  12  Feb.  A flock  of  20 
Brown-headed  Cowbirds  at  Teq.  20  Dec 
was  considered  unusual  (usually  rare  in 
winter).  Two  Melodious  Blackbirds, 
apparently  recent  invaders  of  Pacific 
Oax.,  were  at  Matias  Romero  24  Jan 
(HGdS,  JM,  FGG).  Three  Orchard  Orioles 
were  at  S.A.D.  19  Dec,  4 were  at  Teq.  20 
Dec,  and  4 were  reported  on  the  cen.  Oax. 
C.B.C.  22  Dec.  An  ad.  male  Baltimore 
Oriole  was  at  Teq.  20  Dec.  Two  Black- 
backed  Orioles  were  at  La  Cumbre  22  Dec 
( fide  EH),  and  one  was  there  24  Dec  (RH, 
m.  ob.).  Around  10  Lesser  Goldfinches, 
including  an  ad.  male  attending  2 begging 
imms.,  were  at  S.A.D.  19  Dec. 


Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
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Gomez  G.,  May  Gong,  Fernando  Gonzalez- 
Garcia,  Patricia  Gonzalez  Dominguez, 
Manuel  Grosselet,  Ruth  Guzman,  Dan 
Hegarty,  Rich  Hoyer,  Eugene  Hunn, 
Chayenne  Laczek-Johnson,  A.  Martinez  F, 
Jorge  Montejo,  Arvind  Panjabi,  Chris  Ten- 
ney, Elizabeth  Torres,  Jay  VanderGaast, 
Kerry  Wilcox,  and  H.  Ychante  H.  Observa- 
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YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


An  unusually  cold  winter  in  the  eastern 
United  States  and  Canada,  with  similar 
conditions  in  the  high,  central  plateau  of 
Mexico,  coincided  with  increased  reports 
of  Cedar  Waxwings,  thrushes,  and  spar- 
rows, among  others.  The  north-coastal 
zone  of  Yucatan,  including  up  to  30  km 
inland,  continues  to  show  tremendous 
damage  inflicted  on  the  area  by  Hurricane 
Isidore  last  September.  Hoyer  reports  that 
75-90%  of  the  mangroves  in  Ria  Lagartos 
Biosphere  Reserve  were  still  completely 
leafless  in  early  December. 

Abbreviations:  F.C.P.  (Felipe  Carrillo 
Puerto,  Q.  Roo),  R.L.  (Rio  Lagartos,  Yuc.), 
R.L.B.R.  (Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve, 
Yuc.),  S.K.B.R.  (Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere 
Reserve,  Q.  Roo),  UADY  (Universidad 
Autonoma  de  Yucatan). 

Amid  the  hurricane-damaged  forests, 
waterholes  served  as  oases  for  waterbirds 
such  as  the  family  of  5 Least  Grebes 
observed  at  a private  ranch  2 km  e.  of 
Chablekab,  Yuc.  28  Feb  (BM,  MTP).  Num- 
bers of  wintering  American  White  Pelicans 
have  increased  in  the  past  10  years;  never- 
theless, it  was  spectacular  to  see  2000  in 


one  area  of  the  coastal  lagoon  behind  Pro- 
greso, Yuc.  16  Jan  (BM,  MB).  Guides  in 
Celestun  reported  nesting  activity  of  I 
Roseate  Spoonbill  on  Bird  I.  in  the  estuary  ; 
6 Feb  and  confirmed  the  sighting  of  8 nests  ! 
(one  with  chicks)  21  Feb  (VM).  Tour  boats 
were  diverted  from  the  area  for  the  time 
being.  Two  Jabirus  were  in  a hurricane-cre- 
ated marsh  sw.  of  R.  L.  4 Dec  (RH).  A Bare- 
throated  Tiger-Heron  that  built  its  nest  at  1 
the  waterhole  in  the  Celestun  estuary  12  j 
Nov  was  observed  with  2 offspring  27  Feb; 
the  young  had  already  attained  full  ad. 
plumage  (BM).  A single  Wurdemann’s 
Heron  was  at  Punta  Allen,  Q.  Roo  5 Feb 
(BM,  PW).  In  the  coastal  lagoon  behind 
Progreso,  500  Great  and  200  Snowy  Egrets 
and  200  Little  Blue  Herons  were  observed 
16  Jan  (BM,  MB).  Six  Reddish  Egrets  were  j 
feeding  actively  in  the  Churburna  lagoon  9 
Feb  (BM).  Two  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks 
were  in  the  hurricane-created  marshes  se. 
of  San  Felipe,  Yuc.  4 Dec  (RH). 

A pair  of  King  Vultures  was  observed 
perched  in  a tree  along  the  road  to  Chun 
Was  near  Chunyaxche,  Q.  Roo  8 Feb  j 
(ACA).  Another  rarity,  and  new  record  for 
the  S.K.B.R.,  was  a male  Red-breasted  Mer- 
ganser in  the  Chunyaxche  Canal  9 Dec 
(ACC).  A single  White-tailed  Kite  was  seen 
over  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB),  while  a Great  Black- 
Hawk  was  observed  flying  low  over  thorn 
forest  2 km  e.  of  Chablekal,  Yuc.  (BM,  I 
MTP).  A dark-morph  Short-tailed,  a 
White-tailed,  and  2 Zone-tailed  Hawks 
were  seen  5 Jan  flying  over  the  ponds  10 
km  e.  of  Celestun  during  the  C.B.C.  (AD,  j 
BM,  RM).  A White-tailed  Hawk  was  also  : 
reported  soaring  over  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB).  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  at  Xel-Ha  17 
Feb  (DB).  A Peregrine  Falcon  was  reported 
at  Boca  Paila,  in  the  S.K.B.R.  9 Dec  (PC). 
Although  traditionally  considered  rare, 
Rufous-necked  Wood-Rails  appear  to  be 
populous  in  Celestun,  where  2 juvs.  and 
one  ad.  were  observed  during  the  C.B.C.  on 
the  se.  side  of  the  bridge  5 Jan  (AD,  BM, 
RM). 

A flock  of  20  Semipalmated  Plovers  was 
observed  along  with  a single  American 
Oystercatcher  at  Churburna  Puerto  9 Feb 
(BM).  The  coastal  lagoon  behind  Progeso, 
Yuc.  is  home  to  both  resident  and  migrant 
Black-necked  Stilts,  and  300  were  observed 
together  there  16  Jan  (BM,  MB).  It  was  a 
nice  surprise  to  find  8 Marbled  Godwits  as 
well  as  a flock  of  70  Sanderlings  at  Chur- 
burna Puerto  9 Feb  (BM).  Three  Dunlin 
were  reported  at  Nichelite,  Celestun,  along 
with  several  Western  Sandpipers,  2 Dec 
(PW).  Ring-billed  Gull  is  an  uncommon 
but  regular  visitor  to  the  n.  coast,  where 
one  was  seen  at  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB).  Herring 
Gull  is  also  seen  regularly  in  small  num- 
bers, and  there  were  several  reports, 
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including  one  at  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB),  and  2 
(one  first-winter  and  one  third-winter  bird) 
at  Churburna  Puerto  9 Feb  (BM).  Other 
regular  but  rare  gull  and  tern  species 
reported  include  3 Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  and  a Kelp  Gull  at  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB), 
a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  w.  of  Progreso, 
Yuc.  in  early  Jan  (JM,  AM),  presumably  the 
same  reported  there  in  fall  2002,  an  ad. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  with  one  juv. 
Herring  and  a Ring-billed  Gull  at  the  upper 
R.L.  estuary  4 Dec  (RH),  and  single  Gull- 
billed Terns  at  Celestun  18  Dec,  Chicxu- 
lub,  Yuc.  8 Jan,  and  Laguna  Rosada,  Yuc.  18 
Jan  (PW).  Six  Caspian  Terns,  which  have 
become  regular  winter  visitors  though  in 
small  numbers,  were  observed  in  the  estu- 
ary 2 km  n.  of  Celestun  5 Jan  (AD,  BM, 
RM).  Common  Tern  is  normally  a tran- 
sient through  the  subregion,  so  it  was  a 
surprise  to  find  one  at  Laguna  Rosada  18 
Jan  (PW).  Forster’s  Terns  are  regular,  and 
one  was  noted  during  the  C.B.C.  at 
Celestun  5 Dec  (AD,  BM,  RM).  A total  of 
25  Black  Skimmers  was  observed  at  the 
Celestun  port  5 Jan  (AD,  BM,  RM). 
Although  it  is  a resident  species,  its  num- 
bers swell  with  migrants  in  the  winter 
months,  as  evidenced  by  the  1100  seen  by 
the  Club  Toh  birders  at  Chuburna  Puerto  9 
Feb  ( fide  BM).  One  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  was  observed  near  the  bus  station  in 

I downtown  Cancun,  Q.  Roo  4 Jan,  poten- 
tially the  same  individual  recorded  near 
“market  28”  in  Cancun  10  Nov  (PW). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

A Striped  Cuckoo  was  caught  in  a net  at 
Rancho  Hobonil  in  the  s.  of  Yuc.  30  Jan  by 
UADY  students  (LC,  GP,  WS;  another 
observed  at  El  Cuyo  last  fall  byJD  and  AC 
was  the  first  substantiated  report  for  Yuc.). 
The  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Isidore  has 
made  Lesser  Roadrunner  more  visible,  and 
6 or  7 were  seen  in  a stretch  of  highway  n. 
of  Dzibalchen  near  Hopelchen,  Camp.  25 
Jan  (SM).  Although  not  unusual,  the  sight- 
ing of  a Wedge-tailed  Sabrewing  at  Chun- 
yaxche 13  Dec  was  of  interest,  as  this 
species  is  becoming  rarer  with  increasing 
destruction  of  habitat  (IC,  DB).  Another 
migratory  bird  more  in  evidence  this  year 
was  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  with 
single  females  at  10  km  e.  of  Dzibilchaltun, 
Yuc.  8 Dec  (EG,  PW)  and  2 km  e.  of 
Chablekab,  Yuc.  28  Feb  (BM,  MTP),  with  2 
at  Cuxtal  12  Jan  (PW,  EG).  To  the  delight 
of  local  residents,  a Keel-billed  Toucan 
made  Punta  Allen  its  home  through  the 
period  (BM,  PW). 

A Slate-headed  Tody-Flycatcher  was 
heard  at  Chunyaxche  14  Dec  (ACC).  Least 
Flycatcher  is  another  prominent  migrant  in 
the  subregion  this  winter,  with  3 observed  2 
km  w.  of  Dzibichaltun  8 Dec  (BM)  and 


another  3 in  the  Cuxtal  Reserve  12  Jan 
(BM),  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  a shallow 
pond  a few  km  w.  of  Las  Coloradas,  Yuc.  3 
Dec  (RH).  Swallow  migrations  through  the 
region  are  interesting,  as  it  is  not  always 
clear  if  they  are  coming  or  going  due  to  the 
varied  calendars  of  different  populations. 
Tree  Swallows  were  more  in  evidence  than 
usual  during  their  late  southward  migration 
through  the  area,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
sighting  of  50  flying  over  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB), 
while  30  or  more  were  observed  heading 
ne.  along  the  coast  at  Celestun  5 Jan  (AD, 
BM,  RM).  A Bank  Swallow  was  reported 
perched  on  a cable  at  R.L.  26  Dec  (DB),  a 
late  date  for  this  uncommon  migrant.  Barn 
Swallows  also  appeared  quite  late,  as  12 
were  seen  flying  over  R.L.  26  Dec.  (DB)  and 
5 others  flying  e.  over  Celestun  coastal  area 
5 Jan  (BM,  AD,  RM).  Their  appearance  so 
late  in  the  season  might  have  resulted  from 
increased  movement  among  Mexican  popu- 
lations in  the  Central  Plateau  due  to  the 
extremely  cold  winter. 

A single  White-lored  Gnatcatcher  was 
observed  at  Pactac,  10  km  s.  of  Merida  near 
San  Jose  Tzul  26  Dec  (GW),  which  was 
rather  far  from  its  usual  coastal  habitat, 
possibly  a result  of  Hurricane  Isidore  (one 
was  also  seen  there  22  Nov  2002  by  HGdS 
et  ah).  An  Eastern  Bluebird  was  at  the  e. 
edge  of  Las  Coloradas  4 Dec  (RH).  The 
Hermit  Thrush  first  recorded  at  the  Jardin 
Botanico  Dr.  Alfredo  Barrera  M.,  Q.  Roo  in 
fall  2002  was  still  there  21  Dec  (DB),  and  2 
more  were  recorded  28  Feb,  for  the  first 
time  in  Yuc.,  2 km  e.  of  Chablekab  (BM, 
MTP).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  on  the 
Vigia  Chico  Road  n.  of  Felipe  Carillo 
Puerto  1 Dec,  and  one  was  at  El  Cedral  on 
Cozumel,  Q.  Roo  5 Dec  (RH).  Wood 
Thrushes  were  also  more  in  evidence  this 
winter.  A total  of  6 was  found  at  Chunyax- 
che 13  Dec,  and  2 were  there  the  next  day 
(BM,  DB,  IC,  ACC).  Another  was  reported 
at  the  Jardin  Botanico  Dr.  Alfredo  Barrera 
M.  21  Dec  (DB).  In  addition,  increased 
reports  of  American  Robins  included  one 
near  El  Cedral  5 & 6 Dec  (RH),  3 together 
at  Hacienda  Patac  17  Dec  (GW),  one  at 
Celestun  18  Dec  (DB),  and  a female  in 
Chuburna,  Merida  9 Jan  (PW).  Inland 
records  of  Black  Catbird  in  the  subregion 
exist  for  many  locations  but  are  infrequent: 
one  was  observed  10  km  e.  of  Dzi- 
bilchaltun 8 Dec  (BM,  PW). 

WAXW1NGS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Two  Cedar  Waxwings  were  reported  in 
Churburna,  Merida  16  Dec,  and  one  was  in 
the  same  location  10  Jan  (PW).  The  most 
seen  were  15-20  that  flew  over  near  Pactac 
26  Dec  (GW),  while  10  were  seen  feeding 
in  a fruiting  tree  at  Uxmal  ruins,  Yuc.  26 
Jan  (SM).  Known  more  as  transients  on  the 


peninsula’s  east  coast,  it  was  a surprise  to 
find  3 at  Punta  Allen  4 & 5 Feb  (BM,  PW), 
as  well  as  3 in  Merida  21  Feb  (BM).  Begin- 
ning a month  after  hurricane  Isidore,  Yel- 
low-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warbler  quickly 
became  the  most  common  species  of  the 
warbler  in  the  subregion.  The  most 
reported  together  were  34  at  Celestun  5 Jan 
(BM,  AD,  VM,  RM).  A Worm-eating  War- 
bler was  found  in  mangroves  e.  of  the 
bridge  leading  into  Celestun  5 Jan  (AD), 
and  a Swainson’s  Warbler  was  observed  in 
the  Calakmul  archeological  site  23  Jan 
(SM).  Although  not  unusual  for  the  loca- 
tion, the  sighting  of  a Gray-throated  Chat 
at  Chunyaxche  29  Dec  was  a nice  surprise, 
as  this  species  is  seen  infrequently  (ACA). 

Two  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  were 
seen  at  Chunyaxche  14  Dec  (BM,  DB).  Fif- 
teen Gray-headed  Tanagers  were  at  an  ant 
swarm  at  Chunyaxche  6 Dec  (1C),  with  one 
there  29  Dec  (ACA).  A female  Rose- 
throated  Tanager  captured  in  a net  at 
Celestun  22  Jan  by  West  Nile  virus 
researchers  was  a new  record  for  the 
reserve  (IS,  JF,  JM,  ML).  Savannah  Sparrow 
was  another  species  that  was  recorded  in 
greater  numbers  this  winter  than  during 
most  other  years:  a flock  of  13  was  feeding 
in  the  coastal  scrub  at  Celestun  5 Jan  (BM, 
RG,  AD),  and  at  least  7 were  in  the  scrub 
bordering  the  coastal  lagoon  at  Progreso  16 
Jan  (BM,  MB).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
seemed  more  evident  as  well,  with  one 
male  2 km  w.  of  Dzibichlaltun  8 Dec,  a 
female  at  Chunyaxche  14  Dec  (BM),  and  2 
in  the  Cuxtal  Reserve  12  Jan  (BM,  PW). 
Blue  Bunting  is  not  found  as  readily  as  25 
years  ago,  but  a male  was  observed  feeding 
on  the  seeds  of  Dorstenia  contrajerva  at 
Chunyaxche  29  Dec  (ACA).  Indigo 
Buntings  were  plentiful  this  winter,  with  as 
many  as  70  seen  in  a single  flock  along  a 
dirt  road  2 km  e.  of  Chablekab  28  Feb  (BM, 
MTP).  Painted  Buntings,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  on  the  decrease,  and  the  only 
report  turned  in  was  of  2 females  in  the 
coastal  scrub  at  Celestun  5 Jan  (AD). 
Orchard  Orioles  were  very  much  present  in 
Felipe  Carrillo  Puerto  this  winter,  where  6- 
7 were  observed  feeding  at  a favored  tree 
17-19  Feb  (ACA). 
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This  winter  was  characterized  not 
so  much  by  rare  and  unexpected 
species  but  by  unusually  high 
numbers  of  regularly  occurring  species. 
The  unprecedented  invasion  of  Yellow- 
rumped  (Myrtle)  Warblers  throughout 
the  Region  was  perhaps  the  biggest  news, 
but  record  numbers  of  waterfowl  and 
other  waterbirds  were  also  noteworthy. 
Of  course,  there  was  also  the  usual  com- 
plement of  rarities:  Manx  Shearwater  in 
Panama,  Glaucous-winged  Gull  in  El  Sal- 
vador, several  Olive  Tanagers  in  Hon- 
duras, and  Black-headed  Grosbeak  in 
Belize  were  all  country  firsts.  The  gull 
and  grosbeak  were  also  firsts  for  Central 
America,  and  the  shearwater  was  only 
the  third  reported  in  the  Region. 

Abbreviation:  U.C.R.  (Universidad  de 
Costa  Rica). 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  RAILS 

A Manx  Shearwater,  new  for  Panama, 
was  found  in  a weakened  condition  in 


the  sea  just  offshore  at  Isla  Margarita  near 
Colon  5 Jan  (ph.  KA,  RQ,  OA).  The  bird 
died  three  days  later,  despite  efforts  to 
revive  it.  The  American  White  Pelican 
continues  to  prosper  as  a relatively  recent 
winter  visitor  to  Central  America.  A flock 
of  270  migrating  over  Bocana  Santa 
Clara,  La  Paz  15  Jan  (NH,  RI,  MSa)  was 
the  largest  number  yet  recorded  in  El  Sal- 
vador, and  3 and  one,  respectively,  at  Tor- 
tuguero,  Limon  30  Nov  (GT)  and  9 Feb 
(GD)  were  noteworthy  for  Costa  Rica, 
where  it  is  still  rare.  An  impressive  count 
of  998  Brown  Pelicans  passing  eastward 
over  the  beach  at  Los  Cobanos,  Sonsonate 
during  a three-hour  period  3 Jan  (NH,  RI, 
RR)  lends  credence  to  the  notion  that  sig- 
nificant numbers  of  this  species  migrate 
through  El  Salvador  in  late  fall  and  early 
winter.  A Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  seen 
inland  along  the  Rio  Torola  in  Cacaopera 
15-16  Feb  (NH)  was  one  of  the  few 
inland  occurrences  of  this  species  in  El 
Salvador  and  the  first  record  for  M orazdn. 
An  impressive  59  Jabirus  in  sight  at  one 
time  at  Crooked  Tree  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Belize  28  Feb  (BZ  and  V.E.N.T.)  is  testa- 
ment to  the  success  of  countrywide  edu- 
cational programs  and  increased  protec- 
tion for  the  species  in  Belize,  along  with 
the  ongoing  expansion  and  enhancement 
of  its  foraging  habitat.  In  addition  to  the 
spectacular  numbers  of  waders  that 
gather  at  Crooked  Tree  every  year  in  the 
dry  season,  this  RAMSAR  site  is  also 
renowned  for  its  impressive  waterfowl 
numbers.  Many  thousands  of  Blue- 
winged Teal  and  American  Coots  congre- 
gate there  every  winter,  but  2500  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks  in  sight  at  one 


time,  along  with  70  Ring-necked  Ducks, 
28  Feb-1  Mar  (BZ  and  V.E.N.T.)  was 
impressive.  Seventy  Ring-neckeds  is  a 
large  number  for  this  late  in  the  season. 
Across  the  divide  in  El  Salvador,  NH  and 
WR  recorded  3500  Lesser  Scaup  on  L. 
Guija,  Metapan,  Santa  Ana  27  Feb,  by  far 
the  largest  flock  yet  recorded  in  that 
country. 

A female  Hook-billed  Kite  at  San  Fran- 
cisco Dos  Cerros,  Municipio  El  Paisnal 
17  Jan  (NH)  was  the  first  recorded  in  San 
Salvador.  The  Swainson’s  Hawk  is  rare  in 
winter  anywhere  n.  of  South  America,  so 
an  ad.  and  about  10  imms.  1 Feb  (WA, 
GA,  NP)  at  a grass  fire  where  the  Pana- 
manian Hwy  crosses  the  Chiriqui  R.  near 
David  were  unusual.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  is 
now  reported  regularly  in  Belize  in  win- 
ter, but  2 together  over  Blue  Hole  N.P., 
Cayo  29  Dec  (LJ  et  al.)  may  be  the  first 
sighting  of  more  than  one  individual.  In 
Belize,  the  Red-tailed  Hawk  is  confined 
to  the  Mountain  Pine  Ridge  for  breeding, 
with  very  few  records  elsewhere,  but  an 
increasing  number  of  reports  recently 
from  w.  and  n.  Orange  Walk,  including 
up  to  4 imms.  together  with  ads.  at  Booth 
R.  Nov-Jan  (JU),  suggest  a small  disjunct 
breeding  population,  probably  of  recent 
origin,  85  km  n.  of  the  pine  ridge.  Two 
Red-throated  Caracaras  in  Braulio  Car- 
rillo N.P.  near  heavily  birded  Quebrada 
Gonzalez  28  Jan  (CS)  were  at  a new 
locality  in  Costa  Rica.  A Rufous-necked 
Wood-Rail  at  San  Francisco  Dos  Cerros, 
San  Salvador  8 Dec  (NH)  may  have  been 
the  first  ever  recorded  in  winter  in  El  Sal- 
vador, and  another  on  the  s.  outskirts  of 
Punta  Gorda  1 1 Dec  (LJ)  was  the  south- 
ernmost yet  in  Belize. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  M0NKLET 

In  addition  to  their  continued  presence  at 
recently  reported  sites  along  the  cen. 
Pacific  coast  of  Costa  Rica,  Southern  Lap- 
wings were  reported  this  winter  consid- 
erably farther  to  the  north  and  south.  To 
the  n.,  one  was  in  Palo  Verde  N.P.  feeding 
along  the  edges  of  drying  Palo  Verde 
Lagoon  25-27  Feb  (MSo),  and  to  the  s., 
one  was  on  the  Rio  Coto  Colorado  in  the 
Golfo  Dulce  area  21  Mar  (ph.  JO).  A 
Marbled  Godwit  was  on  Caye  Caulker, 
Belize  20  Jan-16  Feb  (J&DB),  where  it 
has  been  seen  previously,  and  a Parasitic 
Jaeger  was  in  Belize  City  17  Jan  (JU). 
Well  documented  was  the  first  record  of 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  for  El  Salvador 
and  Central  America,  a first-winter  bird 
closely  studied  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa, 
La  Paz  on  5 & 7 Jan  (ph.  TJ,  AN).  Three 
Elegant  Terns  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa 
on  the  latter  date  (ph.  TJ)  were  the  first 
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r it  Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warblers  staged  an  unprecedented  invasion  of  Central  America  this  winter,  perhaps  as  a 
A result  of  the  severe  early-winter  cold  weather  that  gripped  much  of  the  U.S.,  forcing  more  birds  farther  south  than 
usual.  A contributing  factor  that  may  have  set  the  stage  for  this  invasion,  even  before  the  onset  of  winter,  could  have  been 
the  bumper  crop  of  Myrtle  Warblers  produced  in  this  past  breeding  season.  For  example,  last  summer  Alien  Chat-tier's  band- 
ing station  in  southern  Ontario  banded  nearly  three  times  its  previous  record  number  of  Myrtle  Warblers  (per  the  NEOORN 
listserv  discussion  group).  Still  another,  earlier  factor  could  have  been  a higher-than-normal  winter  survival  rate  in  2001- 
2002,  setting  the  stage  for  last  summer's  unprecedented  breeding  success.  The  result:  in  Belize,  more  than  1000  Myrtle 
Warblers  were  observed  feeding  in  the  open  pasture  at  Chaa  Cr.,  Cayo  in  Dec  (OF),  and  "an  extraordinarily  large  number" 
overwintered  on  Caye  Caulker  (J&DB),  where  only  a handful  may  be  present  in  a typical  winter.  In  Costa  Rica,  JRZ  reported 
that  they  were  as  common  as  American  Redstarts  and  Black-and-white  Warblers  this  winter,  with  one  flock  of  about  20 
reported  from  Tortuguero.  In  Panama,  they  were  nearly  as  common,  with  1 1 at  the  Ft.  Sherman  airstrip,  Colon  5 Jan  (KK, 
RM)  and  2 at  the  Cocoli  Ponds  on  22  Dec  (RM,  RB).  Additionally,  the  species  was  "common"  on  Coiba  1. 17-19  Jan  (GA,  RM, 
KK),  and  smaller  numbers  were  reported  elsewhere  across  the  country. 


ever  seen  in  Jan  in  El  Salvador  and  prob- 
ably represented  exceptionally  late  fall 
migrants.  This  species  is  occasionally 
reported  in  California  as  late  as  early  Jan, 
so  the  late  date  is  not  unprecedented.  A 
Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Rocky  Pt.,  Corozal 
in  mid-Dec  (JL).  This  species  is  now 
being  reported  fairly  regularly  along  the 
n.  coast  of  Belize  in  winter.  A moribund 
Brown  Noddy  floundering  in  the  surf  at 
Tortuguero  19  Feb  (JRZ,  *U.C.R.)  later 
died  despite  rehabilitation  efforts.  This 
species  is  rare  off  the  Caribbean  coast  of 
Costa  Rica. 

Unusual  anywhere  on  the  Belize  main- 
land, a White-crowned  Pigeon  seen  in 
Shipstern  Nature  Reserve,  Corozal  in 
mid-Dec  (JL)  was  noteworthy.  The  2 
remaining  Yellow-naped  Parrots  of  the  3 
that  were  discovered  on  Calabash  Caye, 
Turneffe  Is.,  shortly  after  Hurricane  Mitch 
in  late  1998  were  recently  observed 
“showing  signs  of  courtship”  ( fide  PB). 
Could  it  be  that  these  two  survivors  just 
might  represent  the  nucleus  of  a future 
Yellow-naped  Parrot  population  off  the 
coast  of  Belize?  A Mangrove  Cuckoo  was 
seen  repeatedly  on  the  outskirts  of  Dan- 
griga,  Stann  Creek  27  Feb-2  Mar  (BF). 
The  status  of  this  infrequently-reported 
species  in  Belize  remains  unclear.  In  El 
Salvador,  the  first  San  Salvador  records  of 
Pacific  Screech-Owl  and  Spectacled  Owl 
were  established  on  17  Jan,  when  NH 
heard  one  of  each  (and  also  saw  the  for- 
mer) in  San  Francisco  Dos  Cerros, 
Municipio  El  Paisnal.  On  25  Dec,  a male 
Rufous-crested  Coquette  appeared  in 
Cerro  Azul,  Panama  (KK,  RM)  and 
stayed  into  Feb,  when  it  was  joined  by  a 
2nd  male.  A male  Blue-tailed  Humming- 
bird at  Perquin  28  Dec  (JPD)  was  only 
the  5th  for  El  Salvador  and  the  first  for 
Morazan.  An  Amazon  Kingfisher  on  the 
Rio  Torola,  Cacaopera,  Morazan  15-16 


Feb  (ph.  NH)  provided  solid  evidence 
that  this  now-rare  kingfisher  in  El  Sal- 
vador still  persists.  In  Costa  Rica,  the  sel- 
dom-seen Lanceolated  Monklet  put  on  a 
show  for  a group  of  birders  (RC,  FV  et 
al.)  when  2 birds  appeared  trailside  at  the 
Tuis  River  6 Jan,  one  flying  to  the  ground 
to  retrieve  a katydid  and  allowing  itself  to 
be  photographed  before  flying  off. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  GROSBEAKS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  near 
Punta  Gorda  23  Dec  (LJ).  This  species  is 
uncommon  in  winter  in  the  lowlands  of 
Belize.  A total  of  9 Eastern  Wood-Pewees 
recorded  on  the  18  Dec  Punta  Gorda 
C.B.C.  (LJ,  MM)  was  impressive  for  this 
late  in  the  season.  The  latest  docu- 
mented record  for  this  fall  transient  is  26 
Dec.  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at 
Caye  Caulker  16  Feb  (J&DB)  was  the 
first  ever  recorded  on  this  caye  and  also 
provided  the  earliest  spring  migrant 
record  for  Belize  by  more  than  three 
weeks  (there  is,  however,  at  least  one 
winter  record).  A Yellow-billed  Cotinga 
near  Punuga  on  the  Gulf  of  Montijo,  Ver- 
aguas  22  Feb  (JW)  was  the  easternmost 
record  for  Panama.  It  is  otherwise  found 
only  near  David  and  on  the  Burica  Pen., 
Chiriqui.  Two  Stellers  Jays  at  the  Hotel 
Highland  Pital,  Chalatenango  16  Feb 
(AM)  were  at  the  same  place  where  3-4 
were  seen  last  Oct.  It  is  still  to  be  deter- 
mined if  these  are  representatives  of  a 
locally  breeding  population  or  wander- 
ers from  the  highlands  of  nearby  Hon- 
duras. Always  fascinating  is  the  appear- 
ance of  a “resident”  species  on  an  iso- 
lated caye,  so  the  first  appearance  of  a 
Clay-colored  Robin  on  Caye  Caulker  16 
Feb  (J&DB)  was  a pleasant  surprise. 
This  species  is  occasionally  seen  on 
nearby  Ambergris  Caye  (a  long,  narrow 
peninsula,  not  a true  caye)  where  it  may 
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be  present  only  in  winter.  Cedar 
Waxwings  were  reported  with  greater 
frequency  and  in  larger  numbers  than 
usual  in  Central  America  this  winter. 
Examples  were  a flock  of  200  near  San 
Salvador  21  Feb  (AM)  and  a flock  of 
40-50  visiting  mistletoe-laden  trees  at 
Ensenada  Lodge,  Abangares  de  Puntare- 
nas,  Costa  Rica  14  Feb  (JS).  Magnolia 
Warblers  also  were  reported  in  Costa 
Rica  much  more  frequently  this  winter 
than  is  typical.  The  species  is  considered 
to  be  a very  uncommon  winter  visitor 
this  far  south. 

In  Honduras,  the  Olive  Tanager  was 
reported  for  the  first  time.  A group  of  8 
was  seen  and  documented  well  in  pri- 
mary forest  in  the  foothills  just  outside 
Las  Marias,  Mosquitia  25  Dec  ( T TJ ) , and 
at  least  2 others  were  seen  the  following 
day  about  5 km  away  at  Cerro  Baltimore 
(TJ).  This  species  is  found  nearby  in 
Nicaragua  and  was  expected  to  turn  up  in 
Honduras  eventually.  Elegant  Euphonias 
continue  to  be  reported  periodically  at 
Chan  Chich,  Orange  Walk  after  a pair  was 
discovered  there  in  Jan  2002.  The  latest 
report  is  of  a male  reported  at  the  lodge 
in  Feb  by  a local  guide  ( fide  BZ).  After 
more  than  a year  without  an  addition  to 
the  Belize  list,  a male  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak was  closely  observed  along  the 
Tapir  Trail  at  Pook’s  Hill,  Cayo  on  23  Jan 
by  HB,  a tourist  from  Arizona  who  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  species. 
Another  male  was  reported  from  a site  25 
km  away  on  26  Dec  2001  ( N.A.B . 55: 
240),  but  it  was  seen  by  someone  unfa- 
miliar with  the  species  and  was  not  suffi- 
ciently documented  for  a first  country 
record. 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Oris  Acevedo,  William  Adsett, 
George  Angehr  (Panama),  Karla  Apari- 
cio,  Philip  Balderamos,  Jim  & Dorothy 
Beveridge,  Hank  Brodkin,  Ricardo 
Brown,  Rafael  Campos,  Gabriel  David, 
Juan  Pablo  Dominguez,  Omar  Figueroa, 
Bert  Frenz,  Nestor  Herrera,  Ricardo 
Ibarra,  Tom  Jenner,  Lee  Jones  (Belize), 
Karl  Kaufmann,  Oliver  Komar  (El  Sal- 
vador), Jacques  Laesser,  Rosabel  Miro, 
Alvaro  Moises,  Mario  Muschamp,  Adam 
Narish,  jerry  O’Donahoe,  Norma  Ponce, 
Rogney  Quibilan,  Roberto  Rivera,  Wil- 
fredo  Rodriguez,  Milagro  Salinas,  Julio 
Sanchez,  Cagan  Sekercioglu,  Mauricio 
Solis,  Gaston  Trujillo,  Jonathan  Urbina, 
Frederic  Vanhorn,  V.E.N.T.  (Victor 
Emanuel  Nature  Tours),  Jason  Weir, 
Barry  Zimmer,  James  R.  Zook  (Costa 
Rica).  © 
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An  important  re-discovery  of  Scaly- 
breasted  Thrasher  on  St.  Eustatius 
during  the  winter  season  negates 
the  long-held  view  that  this  species  had 
been  extirpated  there.  Biologists  from  the 
EPIC  program  (<www.epicislands.org>) 
found  a bird  foraging  near  the  rim  of  the 
Quill  volcano.  This  program  is  also  pro- 
viding important  data  on  migrant  war- 
blers on  St.  Martin  and  Anguilla.  Another 
cooperative  bird  study  program  (GM)  in 
Cuba  complements  other  work  there  on 
endemics  of  Zapata  Swamp. 

GREBES  THROUGH  TERNS 

Breeding  Least  Grebes  (with  2 chicks) 
were  noted  at  Bordeaux,  St.  Thomas,  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands  (FH),  and  up  to  10  indi- 
viduals were  noted  on  St.  Thomas  on  14 
Feb.  Off  Dominica,  2 Cory’s  Shearwaters 
were  noted  7 Dec  and  a Manx  Shearwater 
8 Dec  (LK).  Three  Cory’s  and  3 Manx 
passed  Elbow  Beach,  Bermuda  23  Feb 
(AD,  SR).  The  Bahamas’  first  record  of 
Manx  Shearwater  has  just  come  to  light: 


an  oiled,  dead  bird  found  in  Little  Har- 
bour, Abaco  17  Apr  1989  had  been 
banded  on  Bardsey  L,  Wales,  U.  K.  14 
May  1986  (fide  AK). 

The  imm.  American  White  Pelican 
found  during  fall  at  Bermuda  (DO)  was 
present  throughout  the  winter  period; 
the  bird  had  been  banded  as  a nestling 
in  Minnesota  in  2002  (fide  Mary 
Gustafson).  A Brown  Pelican  was  noted 
at  Overyonder  Cay,  Exuma,  Bahamas  27 
Dec  (JR).  Masked  Boobies  have  success- 
fully nested  at  Frenchcap  Cay,  St. 
Thomas  (FH)  where  FH  found  5 ads. 
and  2 large  chicks  24  Dec.  A Red-footed 
Booby  overnighted  27-28  Dec  on  the 
yacht  Just  Ducky  (J&CD)  from  e.  of  Nas- 
sau, New  Providence,  Bahamas  to  Pipe 
Cr.,  Exumas.  An  imm.  Brown  Booby 
was  seen  near  Hole-in-the-Wall,  Abaco 
22  Dec  (RP).  A Great  White  Heron  was 
seen  among  20  Great  Blue  Herons  at 
Adventure  Learning  Center,  New  Provi- 
dence, Bahamas  25  Jan  (MK),  with  30 
Great  and  30  Snowy  Egrets  (MK). 
Bermuda’s  first  Reddish  Egret  was  dis- 
covered 22  Dec  at  Somerset  Long  Bay 
and  remained  throughout  the  period 
(AD,  DW).  Two  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  found  at  Sugar  Bay  Resort, 
St.  Thomas  8 Dec  (FH)  for  one  of  the 
few  records  from  that  island.  Greater 
Flamingos  numbered  300  at  Zapata 
Swamp,  Cuba  (MJG).  At  Trou  Caiman 
Port-au-Spain,  Haiti,  JRC  and  others 
found  200  Greater  Flamingos  21  Dec.  A 
Roseate  Spoonbill  was  found  at  Small 
Hope  Bay  Lodge,  Andros  7 Feb  (TW). 

Among  the  16  species  of  waterfowl 
reported  from  Bermuda  during  the 
period  was  the  first  White-winged 
Scoter  since  1967  found  in  Harrington 
Sound  7 Feb  (DBW),  a Black  Scoter  at 
Somerset  Long  Bay  4 Jan  (WF,  DW), 
and  an  outstanding  2 Common  Mer- 
gansers at  Spanish  Pt.  23  Jan+  (BL,  JT). 
From  St.  Martin,  Adam  Brown  reports 
several  duck  species,  including  a drake 
Northern  Shoveler  13  Jan  at  Fresh 
Pond,  9 Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Little 
Bay  Pond  12  Jan,  3 Lesser  Scaup  on 
Fresh  Pond  10  Jan,  and  a Red-breasted 
Merganser  13  Jan  that  provided  the 
island’s  first  record  and  perhaps  only 
the  4th  record  e.  of  Puerto  Rico.  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  were  also  noted  at 
Great  Inagua,  Bahamas,  where  hunters 
took  one  in  the  first  week  of  Jan  (HN), 
at  Brown’s  Pt.,  New  Providence  20  Jan 
(JB,  TW),  and  at  Francis  Bay,  St.  John, 
U.S.V.I.  (FH)  on  4 Dec,  only  the  2nd 
record  for  the  U.  S.  Virgin  Is.,  the  first 
being  29  Nov  at  St.John  (RF).  The  first 
record  of  American  Black  Duck  at  St. 
Thomas  was  photographed  at  Compass 
Pt.  27-28  Dec  (FH). 
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A Bald  Eagle  was  seen  (MJG)  at  Las 
Terrazas,  Cuba  9 Dec,  the  2nd  report  for 
Cuba.  Another  Bald  Eagle  was  at  Trea- 
sure Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  5 Jan  (CB  et 
al.),  not  far  from  where  one  was  recorded 
13  Mar  2002.  The  Western 
Marsh-Harrier  on  Guade- 
loupe continued  through  the 
period  (AL).  A Northern 
Harrier  seen  25  Jan  at  Wil- 
son’s Pond,  New  Providence, 

Bahamas  (PD,  LG,  MK)  was 
a first  for  this  location.  A 
young  male  Peregrine  Falcon 
that  overwintered  at 
Bermuda  was  probably  sus- 
tained by  the  many  gulls, 
shorebirds,  and  feral  pigeons 
there;  no  evidence  of  depre- 
dation of  Bermuda  Petrels 
was  found  this  year  (AD,  m. 
ob.). 

A Virginia  Rail  at  Parsons 
Pond,  Bermuda  was  seen  13 
Jan+,  while  a Purple 
Gallinule  found  dead  22  Jan 
at  Bermuda  may  be  a first  late-winter 
record  (AD).  The  imm.  Northern  Lap- 
wing remained  at  the  Bermuda  Airport 
until  mid-Feb  (DW).  At  Trou  Caiman, 
Haiti,  8 Snowy  and  80  Black-bellied 
Plovers  were  present  21  Dec  (JRC).  Pip- 
ing Plovers  numbered  12  at  Bahama 
Palm  Shores,  Abaco  (RP)  21  Jan.  Three 
Piping  Plovers  were  seen  at  a large 
gathering  of  shorebirds  that  included 
Red  Knots  (10),  Dunlin  (60),  Western 
Sandpiper  (30),  Short-billed  Dowitch- 
ers  (120),  and  2 American  Oystercatch- 
ers  at  Green  Turtle  Cay  tidal  flats  3 Feb 
(WB).  At  Hatte  Rocher,  Gonaives, 
Haiti,  3 Whimbrel  were  present  23  Dec 
(JRC,  IP).  Three  Black-necked  Stilts  at 
Harold  and  Wilson  Ponds,  New  Provi- 
dence, Bahamas  25  Jan  (PD,  LG,  MK) 
were  unusual  for  mid-winter.  A crip- 
pled Red  Phalarope  found  23  Feb  at 
Horseshoe  Bay,  Bermuda  died  in  captiv- 
ity (AD). 

A high  count  of  20  Pomarine  Jaegers 
was  tallied  off  Dominica  7 Dec  (LK). 
The  variety  of  gulls  at  St.  Martin  20  Feb 
should  not  be  that  surprising,  as  it  is  a 
winter  cruise-ship  destination:  one 
Ring-billed,  one  Herring,  and  7 Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  noted;  a Great 
Black-backed  Gull  12  Jan  provided  a 
first  island  record  (AB).  An  imm.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  seen  at  Green 
Turtle  Cay  tidal  flats  3 Feb  (WB).  A 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  seen  at  Treasure 
Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  22  Dec  (RP),  and  6 
were  located  there  28  Feb  (WB).  Two 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  noted 
17  Dec  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama 


(T&JG,TW),  while  a single  Lesser 
Black-backed  was  found  at  Tarpum  Bay, 
Eleuthera  7 Jan  (EC,  DC,  TW).  At  Trou 
Caiman,  Haiti,  JRC  and  IP  found  2 
Caspian  Terns  25  Jan,  and  30  Caspian 


Cory's  Shearwater  is  a regular  constituent  of  the  pelagic  avifauna  off 
Dominica,  Lesser  Antilles  (here  7 December  2002)  but  is  rarely 
documented  by  photograph.  Photograph  by  Lucy  V\l.  Keith. 


This  Red  Phalarope  was  found  injured  25  February  2001  at 
Horseshoe  Bay,  Bermuda,  the  first  record  here  since  1971. 
Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


Terns  were  there  15  Feb  QRC).  A Com- 
mon and  3 Foster’s  Terns  lingered 
throughout  the  winter  at  Bermuda  (AD). 
In  the  Bahamas,  2 Forster’s  Terns  were 
seen  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  17  Dec 
(T&JG,TW),  a single  Forster’s  was  at 
Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera  8 Jan  (EC,TW), 
and  6 were  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  28 
Feb  (WB). 


OWLS  THROUGH  GRASSQUITS 

There  were  reports  of  Burrowing  Owls 
from  six  islands  in  the  Bahamas  (includ- 
ing last  fall’s  report  from  Grand  Bahama), 
an  encouraging  sign  that  this  resident 
species  is  hanging  on  in  spite  of  loss  of 
habitat.  DC  found  2 live  owls  and  a road- 
killed  bird  on  Eleuthera  in  Dec,  and  2 
were  found  on  New  Providence  15  Dec 
(PM,  TH).  Two  more  were  noted  on 
North  Andros  5-7  Jan  (JS),  and  one  was 
seen  at  the  s.  end  of  Wardwick  Wells, 
Exumas  1 Jan  (LE),  while  another  was 
found  at  Hole-in-the-Wall,  Abaco  17  Jan 
(RP).  Two  White-winged  Doves  visited 
CW’s  feeder  at  Coral  Harbour,  New  Prov- 
idence 5-16  Dec.  A White-winged  Dove 
was  seen  at  San  Andros  7 Jan,  for  one  of 
the  few  reports  from  that  island  (JS  et 
al.).  At  Trou  Caiman,  a single  White- 
winged Dove  was  noted  25  Jan  (JRC). 
The  first  record  of  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  for  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands  was 
noted  26  Dec  (FH)  at  St.  John  Bay,  St. 
Thomas.  Two  Chuck-will’s-widows  were 
found  3 Jan  at  Lotterie  Farm,  St.  Martin 
(AB),  one  in  the  same  loca- 
tion as  in  the  previous  year. 
On  20  Jan,  a Chuck-will’s- 
widow  was  resting  on  an 
open,  green  lawn  at  Lyford 
Cay,  New  Providence  (ABa, 
JB,  TW). 

More  than  100  Tree  Swal- 
lows were  seen  feeding  over  a 
wetland  near  Barbary  Beach, 
Grand  Bahama  17  Dec  (TW, 
EG,  J&TG).  On  18  Dec,  there 
were  83  Bahama  Swallows 
and  2 Tree  Swallows  (AB,  LG) 
at  the  dump  at  Freeport, 
Grand  Bahama.  At  1500  m 
elevation  at  Ranch  Montcel,  s. 
of  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti, 
Crouse  noted  6-8  Golden 
Swallows,  one  of  the  most 
threatened  species  in  the 
West  Indies  8 Feb.  A North- 
ern Rough-winged  Swallow 
seen  1-2  Dec  at  Parson’s 
Pond,  Bermuda  (AD,  SR)  pro- 
vided a rare  seasonal  record, 
only  one  of  10  reports  since 
the  first  species  record  in 
1967.  A very  tardy  Bank  Swal- 
low was  also  seen  at  Parson’s 
Pond  1 Dec,  the  latest  date  for  this 
species  by  25  days. 

Up  to  80  Palm  Crows  were  noted  at 
Ranch  Montcel,  Haiti  8 Feb  (JRC)  Three 
Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  at  La  Guira 
N.  P.  10  Dec  (MJG).  Three  White-eyed 
Vireos  were  banded  by  MB  at  Small  Hope 
Bay,  Andros  14-15  Jan.  Eight  American 
Robins  were  noted  9 Feb  at  Clearwater, 
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Bermuda  (KR),  and  12  were  seen  at 
nearby  Heydon  Trust  15  Feb  (DBW).  Two 
Eastern  Bluebirds  were  noted  at  Vinales, 
Cuba  11  Dec  (OG).  An  unprecedented 
number  of  American  Pipits  was  reported 
from  the  Region  this  winter.  A flock  of  16 
was  found  14  Dec  at  the  Bermuda 
airport  (AD,  SR,  PS),  more  than  70 
were  noted  25-26  Jan  on  Grand 
Bahama  (RJ,  EG,  CM),  23  were  at 
Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  28  Jan  (WB), 

50+  at  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco  31 
Jan  (RP),  and  26  at  Rock  Sound 
Airport,  Eleuthera  16  Feb  (DC). 

The  only  report  from  the  Greater 
Antilles  came  from  Haiti  at  Trou 
Caiman  21  Dec,  a single  bird  (JRC, 

PJ,  RCE).  Cedar  Waxwings  may  be 
regular  in  winter  in  the  s.  United 
States,  but  they  are  quite  irregular 
in  the  West  Indies:  8 were  found  at 
West  End,  Grand  Bahama  17  Dec 
(JG,  TW),  plus  27  more  from  four 
other  locations  during  Grand 
Bahama’s  C.B.C.  the  next  day. 

Later  in  the  season,  several  were  noted  on 
Jamaica  (see  the  spring  report). 

This  past  winter  (Dec  2002  to  Feb 
2003),  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler  Research 
and  Training  Project  discovered  30  Kirt- 
land’s  Warblers  at  12  different  sites  in  s. 
and  cen.  Eleuthera,  Bahamas,  not  includ- 
ing the  previously  known  Madeira  Road 
site.  The  project  personnel  consisted  of 
David  Currie  of  the  U.K.  and  Leon  Davis 
and  Zeko  McKenzie,  two  recent  gradu- 
ates of  the  College  of  the  Bahamas.  The 
sightings  included  a color-ringed  male 
believed  to  be  at  least  seven  years  old 
( fide  Bahamas  National  Trust).  A mist- 
netting  effort  at  Lotterie  Farm,  St.  Martin 
in  Jan  is  providing  a valuable  record  of 
new  occurrences,  potential  winter  resi- 
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deucy,  and  range  extensions  for  warblers 
and  other  species  (AB  et  al.).  First  island 
records  included  Yellow-rumped  War- 
blers (one  banded,  17  observed)  29  Jan 
and  2 Kentucky  Warblers  6 Jan.  Other 
finds  were  a Magnolia  Warbler  3-7  Feb,  3 


This  Manx  Shearwater  off  Dominica  was  a rare  sight  8 December  2002; 

though  probably  a regular  spring  and  fall  migrant  off  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  as  well  as  a winter  visitor,  there  are  no  previous  confirmed 
records  of  this  species  for  Dominica.  Photograph  byJosiah  Sewell. 


Prothonotary  Warblers  15-17  Jan,  a 
Worm-eating  Warbler  31  Jan,  6 Oven- 
birds  4 Jan,  and  10  Hooded  Warblers 
banded  3 Jan.  A Tennessee  Warbler  12 
Dec  at  Vinales,  Cuba  provided  the  first 
winter  resident  report  for  the  species 
there  ( fide  OG).  A Tennessee  Warbler  was 
noted  at  New  Providence  15  Dec  (LG, 
TW).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  at  La 
Guira  N.  P.  provided  a first  record  for 
Cuba  (MJG),  and  2 overwintered  at  Rid- 
dell’s Bay  and  Camden,  Bermuda  (AD).  A 
Kentucky  Warbler  was  seen  15  Dec  (TH) 
at  the  old  dump.  New  Providence. 

A Summer  Tanager  found  23  Dec  at 
Coney  1.,  Bermuda  was  an  unusual  winter 
find  there  (RPo);  one  was  banded  by  MB  at 
Small  Hope  Bay,  Andros,  Bahamas  16  Jan.  A 


Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  Paget  Marsh, 
Bermuda  12  Nov  (SR,  DE),  and  another 
apparently  overwintered  at  Spittal  Pond 
there  (v.  o.).  An  imm.  male  Painted  Bunting 
found  19  Nov  at  the  Biological  Station, 
Bermuda  remained  through  late  Dec,  a very 
remarkable  find  (PW).  A Dickcissel  found 
16  Nov  lingered  into  early  Dec  at  Southside, 
Bermuda  (SR).  An  Orchard  Oriole  found  at 
the  Biological  Station,  Bermuda  20  Dec 
(EA)  was  the  first  ever  recorded  in  winter. 
New  Providence  has  both  native  Black- 
faced Grassquits  and  apparently  growing 
numbers  of  introduced  Cuban  Grassquits 
(TW).  In  1994,  nearly  equal  numbers  of  the 
two  species  were  reported,  but  in  1998 
Cuban  Grassquit’s  numbers  began  to  surge. 
By  2002,  the  ratio  has  shifted  to  1.7:1  in 
favor  of  the  introduced  grassquit,  although 
the  Black-faced  Grassquit’s  absolute  num- 
bers have  not  fallen  markedly.  The  situa- 
tion bears  monitoring. 
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November’s  unseasonably  dry 
weather — possibly  related  to  El 
Nino  conditions — continued 

through  early  February.  There  was  heavy 
rain  over  most  areas  in  February,  but 
some  leeward  areas  remained  dry.  Seabird 
reports  were  sparse  this  winter,  with 
reports  from  only  two  pelagic  trips.  The 
variety  of  migrant  waterfowl  was  a little 
better  this  winter  than  in  the  past  two 
winters,  and  some  interesting  rarities 
appeared,  but  waterfowl  numbers 
remained  low.  Gulls  were  rather  wide- 
spread. 

Abbreviations:  E.  (Endangered  Species); 
H.  (Hawaii  I.);  Hakalau  (Hakalau  N.W.R., 
Hawai'i  I.);  Elanalei  (Hanalei  N.W.R., 
Kaua'i  I.);  Honouliuli  (Honouliuli  Unit  of 
Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  K.  (Kaua'i 
1.);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui  Island); 
Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui 
Island);  Kii  (Ki‘i  Unit  of  Jas.  Campbell 
N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  Kokee  (Koke'e  S.R, 
Kaua'i  I.);  K.P.  (Kilauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i 
I.);  M.  (Maui  I.);  Midway  (Midway  Atoll 
N.W.R.),  O.  (O'ahu  I.);  Pouhala  (Pouhala 
Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  O'ahu  I.);  T. 
(Threatened  Species);  Waiawa  (Waiawa 
Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.). 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  EGRETS 

The  first  Laysan  Albatross  and  Black- 
footed Albatross  chicks  on  Midway 
hatched  on  schedule  18  Jan  (JK).  There 
were  47  Laysan  Albatross  chicks  at  K.P  28 
Feb  (BZ).  One  Laysan  Albatross  nest  was 
found  on  the  Marine  Corps  base  in 


Kane'ohe  14  Dec  (EV).  Nesting  alba- 
trosses are  unwelcome  near  the  airfield 
there.  Single  Black-footed  Albatrosses, 
infrequently  reported  from  the  main 
islands,  were  seen  flying  by  K.P.  17  Dec, 
18  Jan,  and  2 Feb  (BZ).  The  2 Short- 
tailed Albatrosses  (E.)  that  have  been  reg- 
ular winter  visitors  remained  on  Midway 
Oct-Feb+.  They  were  joined  by  a juv. 
Short-tailed  7 Jan  (JK).  One  Hawaiian 
Petrel  (E.)  was  observed  4 Dec  between 
Kaua'i  and  Lehua  (DK). 

A pale-headed  Brown  Booby  on  French 
Frigate  Shoals  29  Jan-12  Feb  appeared  to 
be  Sula  leucogaster  brewsteri — the  sub- 
species that  breeds  in  the  e.  Pacific  (ph. 
CE  et  al.).  At  least  20  Red-footed  Boobies 
were  counted  on  Moku  Manu  I.  off  O'ahu 
14  Dec.  Red-footeds  had  not  been  seen 
there  for  several  years,  apparently  because 
most  of  the  vegetation  had  disappeared, 
possibly  due  to  a long  drought.  Some  veg- 
etation has  recovered,  apparently  allowing 
the  Red-footeds  to  return  (EV).  Cattle 
Egrets  are  abundant  in  the  main  Hawaiian 
Islands — 1000  were  counted  in  cen.  Maui 
14  Dec  (LT) — but  rare  on  the  Northwest- 
ern Hawaiian  Islands.  Three  Cattle  Egrets 
were  observed  on  Laysan  29  Dec-3  Jan 
(NW,  TW). 

DUCKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  only  migrant  geese  were  single  Brant 
on  the  beach  at  Kihei,  M.  late  Nov-14  Dec 
(GN,  LT,  DA),  at  Kinikini  Ditch,  K.  1 Jan 
(DK)  and  16  Jan  (JD),  and  at  Kealia  6 Feb 
(MN).  These  might  well  have  all  been  the 
same  individual.  The  peak  count  for 
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Northern  Shovelers  was  of  120  at  Kona 
S.T.P  9 Jan  (AJ).  Northern  Pintails  were 
concentrated  at  Honouliuli,  where  115 
were  counted  16Jan  (PD,  TC,  KP).  These 
numbers  are  higher  than  the  previous 
winter  but  still  very  low.  The  outstanding 
rarity  of  the  season  was  a Baikal  Teal  at 
Hanalei  9 Dec+  (ph.  BZ,  ph.  AJ,  DK,  DL). 
This  bird  was  a male  in  breeding 
plumage.  So  far  there  has  been  no  good 
evidence  the  bird  was  an  escapee.  A single 
Canvasback  was  observed  at  the  Kona 
S.T.P  8 Jan  (JR),  9 Jan  (AJ),  and  4 Feb 
(RP),  and  a Tufted  Duck  was  at  the  same 
location  22  Dec-28  Jan  (RD,  m.  ob.). 
Both  species  are  rare  in  the  Region.  Buf- 
fleheads  were  unusually  widespread.  We 
received  reports  from  all  the  main  islands 
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but  Lana  i,  with  a high  count  of  6 at  Kuil- 
ima  S.T.P.,  O.  30  Jan  (TC). 

Migrant  raptors  were  scarce.  Single 
Peregrine  Falcons  were  spotted  in 
Waimanalo,  O.  4 Dec  (EV)  and  in  cen. 
Maui  14  Dec  (LT)  and 
13  Jan  (BP).  One  imm. 

Northern  Harrier  was 
observed  9 Feb  (EV) 
in  Haleakala  N.R,  M. 

Both  species  are  rare 
but  regular  in  Hawai'i. 

No  Ospreys  have  been 
reported  for  many 
months,  which  is 
unusual. 

Laughing  Gulls 
were  unusually  wide- 
spread, with  reports 
from  all  the  main 
islands  but  Lana‘i.  The 
highest  count  was  of  4, 
at  Kanaha  10-13  Jan 
(BP).  Single  first-win- 
ter Ring-billed  Gulls 
were  seen  in  Kahuku, 

O.  11  Jan+  (MO,  PD) 
and  Kawaiele,  K.  16 
(JD)  & 20  Jan  (DL), 
and  single  first-winter 
Glaucous-winged 
Gulls  were  seen  along 
0‘ahu’s  North  Shore  1 
Jan+  (AJ,  MO,  TC, 

PD).  Those  three  gulls 
are  the  most  regular  in 
the  Region.  A first-winter  California  Gull 
observed  at  Kanaha  11-20  Jan  (tBP,  MO, 
LT)  was  a rare  find.  A large  dark-winged 
first-winter  gull  observed  along  0‘ahu’s 
North  Shore  15  Feb  (vt.  NK)  has  proven 
difficult  to  identify.  Single  Caspian  Terns 
were  seen  at  Kanaha  13,  14  (LT)  & 17 
Dec  (MN)  and  in  Kane'ohe,  O.  14  Dec-2 
Jan  (EV,  TC).  Two  Caspians  were 
observed  in  Kane'ohe  6 Jan-25  Feb  (TC, 
DD,  EV).  One  basic-plumaged  Common 
Tern  was  also  present  in  Kane'ohe  16  Jan 
(EV)  and  21  Jan-3  Feb  (TC).  Both  of 
these  species  are  uncommon  in  Hawai'i 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  PARROTS 

A Marsh  Sandpiper  remained  in  the  Pearl 
Harbor  area  of  O'ahu  Feb+  (ph.  PD,  m. 
ob.)  This  bird  provided  only  the  2nd 
record  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  A Greater 
Yellowlegs  that  sometimes  accompanied 
the  Marsh  Sandpiper  was  spotted  at 
Waiawa  29  Dec  and  2 ! Feb  (PD).  A black- 
legged peep,  probably  a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper,  was  observed  at  Kii  4,11  (MO) 
& 13  Jan  (ph.  PD).  A Least  Sandpiper  was 
found  in  Kane'ohe,  O.  13  Jan  (EV).  Least 
Sandpipers  are  rare  but  regular,  and  Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers  are  very  rare  in  the 


Region.  Single  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were 
observed  at  the  Kona  S.T.P.,  H.  8 Jan  (RP) 
and  at  Kii  25  Feb  (PD).  A lame  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  was  seen  at  Pouhala  14 
Dec  (PD).  Pectoral  and  Sharp-tailed  Sancl- 
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This  Marsh  Sandpiper  provided  the  second  record  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  first  record  for  the 
main  islands.  It  was  photographed  6 February  2003  at  the  Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R. 

on  O'ahu.  Photograph  by  Peter  Donaldson. 


pipers  are  regular  in  fall  but  rare  in  winter 
in  the  Region.  Snipe  were  unusually 
scarce,  with  only  a single  bird  reported  at 
Kealia  13-14  Dec  (LT)  and  no  details  pro- 
vided. Both  Common  and  Wilson’s  Snipe 
have  been  reported  in  the  Region. 

Mike  Ord  counted  52  Rose-ringed 
Parakeets  14  Dec  in  downtown  Honolulu, 
O.  Rose-ringeds  were  also  seen  in 
Hanapepe,  K.  20  Feb  (DL).  Rose-ringed 
Parakeets  are  established  on  both  Kaua'i 
and  O'ahu.  Flocks  of  20-30  Red-masked 
Parakeets  were  seen  in  e.  Honolulu,  O.  3 
Dec-8  Feb  (MO).  The  status  of  Red- 
masked  Parakeets  is  not  clear. 

PASSERINES 

Sky  Larks  were  reported  in  Kane'ohe  in  e. 
O'ahu  14  Dec  (EV)  and  Kahuku  in  n. 
O'ahu  4 Jan  (MO) — both  new  locations. 
Sky  Larks  on  the  main  islands  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  introduced  birds,  while  birds 
on  the  Northwestern  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
presumed  to  be  vagrants  from  Asia.  The 
introduced  population  of  Red-whiskered 
Bulbuls  on  O'ahu  continues  to  expand  in 
all  directions.  Sixteen  were  counted  on 
Pearl  City  Peninsula  14  Dec  (PD,  RM), 
sw.  of  their  previous  range,  2 were  seen  in 
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the  Wahiawa  area  14  Dec  (EV),  nw.  of 
their  previous  range,  and  15  were  found 
in  Kane'ohe  14  Dec  (EV),  e.  of  their  pre- 
vious range. 

We  received  only  one  report  of  Puaiohi 
(E.) — 5 were  counted  in 
Kokee  24  Dec  (DK).  A 
Northern  Mockingbird 
was  observed  on  French 
Frigate  Shoals  Oct-1  Feb 
(ph.  MT,  et  al. ) . Mock- 
ingbirds have  been  found 
several  times  on  French 
Frigate  Shoals.  The  clos- 
est place  where  Northern 
Mockingbirds  are  estab- 
lished is  Kaua'i,  some 
935  km  to  the  east. 

‘Akiapola’au  (E.)  and 
Hawaii  Creepers  (E.) 
continued  to  be  seen  reg- 
ularly by  tour  groups  on 
Pu'u  ‘O'o  Ranch,  H. 
Dec+.  Six  'Akiapola’au 
were  counted  there  6 Feb 
(RP).  Good  numbers  of 
'Akiapola’au  were  also 
seen  on  the  Parker 
Ranch,  H.  in  late  Jan 
(MO),  in  an  area  seldom 
visited.  'Akepa  (E.)  were 
observed  regularly  by 
tour  groups  in  Hakalau 
Dec+  (RP).  One  'Akepa 
was  seen  on  Pu'u  ‘O'o 
Ranch  15  Jan  (RP).  On 
the  Waimea  C.B.C.,  K.,  5 'Akikiki  and  14 
'Akeke'e  were  counted  (DK).  Only  two 
observers  reported  seeing  any  of  the  rare 
endemic  forest  birds  on  Maui.  One  ‘Ako- 
heohe  (E.)  was  seen  in  Waikamoi  Pre- 
serve, M.  28  Dec  (FS,  KS),  and  one  to  2 
were  seen  7 Jan  (BP).  One  ‘I'iwi  was 
found  on  Schofield-Waikane  Trail,  O.  14 
Dec  (EV).  'I'iwi  are  very  rare  on  O'ahu. 
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First  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico  specimen 
of  Short-tailed  Shearwater 

was  brought  to  a wildlife  clinic  (Care  & 
Rehabilitation  of  Wildlife,  or  “CROW”)  on 
Sanibel  Island,  Lee  County,  Florida.  It  had 
been  found  in  weakened  condition  about  40 
km  west  of  the  island  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
by  a fishing  boat  captained  by  Joe  Donker- 
sloot.  Because  the  shearwater’s  condition 
never  improved,  it  was  euthanized  on  7 
August  2000.  The  staff  at  CROW  logically 
identified  it  as  a Sooty  Shearwater  ( Puffinus 
griseus),  the  only  all-dark  species  of  shear- 
water known  from  Florida  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994). 

Upon  receipt  of  the  frozen  specimen  at 
the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History 
(UF),  Kratter  noticed  that  it  had  duskier 
underwing  coverts  than  is  typical  in  Sooty 
Shearwater.  He  suspected  that  it  could  be  a 
Short-tailed  Shearwater  (P  tenuirostris) , 
although  away  from  the  Pacific  and  Indian 


Figure  1.  Underwings  of  dark  Puffinus  shearwaters.  Top,  Short-tailed  Shearwater  (UF  41873;  off  southwestern  Florida,  7 July  2000); 
bottom,  Sooty  Shearwater  (UF  39963;  Florida,  Brevard  County,  9 June  1997). 
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ABSTRACT 

An  individual  of  an  all-dark,  medium-sized 
shearwater,  recovered  alive  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  off  southwestern  Florida  on  7 July 
2000,  is  the  first  specimen  of  Short-tailed 
Shearwater  ( Puffinus  tenuirostris)  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  basin,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 


and  Florida.  The  only  previous  report  of 
this  species  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  a sight 
record  off  Virginia  in  1998.  Comparing  the 
specimen  (skin,  spread  wing,  and  skeleton) 
with  a series  of  specimens  of  the  similar  and 
regularly-occurring  Sooty  Shearwater  (Puffi- 
nus  griseus ),  the  identification  as  Short-tailed 
Shearwater  is  based  on  eight  skeletal  meas- 
urements, one  qualitative  skeletal  character, 
three  skin  measurements,  and  the  color  of 
the  median  and  lesser  underwing  coverts. 
Given  the  timing  and  typical  path  of  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  migration  in  the  Pacific,  it 
seems  likely  that  the  Florida  bird  was 
attempting  a “normal”  northbound  migra- 
tion but  was  in  the  Atlantic  rather  than  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 

INTRODUCTION 

On  7 July  2000,  a dark  mid-sized  shearwater 
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Oceans,  this  species  was  known  only  from  a 
single  sight  report  from  Virginia  (Marchant 
and  Higgins  1990;  A.O.U.  1998;  Iliff  1998; 
Brinkley  et  al.  2001).  Differentiating 
between  Sooty  Shearwater  and  Short-tailed 
Shearwater  is  a substantial  problem  in  the 
field,  whereas  the  smaller  size  of  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  (e.g.,  see  Marchant  and 
Higgins  1990)  should  make  specimen 
identification  straightforward.  Kratter  pre- 
pared a round  skin,  spread  wing,  and  par- 
tial skeleton  from  the  specimen  (UF 
41873;  Figure  1)  in  late  January  2001. 
Heart,  liver,  and  muscle  tissues  were  saved 
and  frozen.  In  this  paper  we  present  evi- 
dence for  the  first  confirmed  occurrence  of 
Short-tailed  Shearwater  outside  of  the 
Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans.  This  record 
was  accepted  by  the  Florida  Ornithological 
Society’s  Records  Committee  (R.  Bowman, 
in  litt.  2002). 

We  compared  the  study  skin,  spread 
wing,  and  partial  skeleton  of  UF  41873  to 
similar  preparations  of  Short-tailed  Shear- 
water and  Sooty  Shearwater  specimens  at 
UF  and  the  University  of  Washington 
Burke  Museum  of  Natural  History 
(UWBM).  Osteological  terminology  fol- 
lows Baumel  et  al.  (1993).  We  pooled 
sexes  in  our  statistical  comparisons 
because  the  sexes  differ  very  little  in  size; 
for  each  of  seven  mensural  characters  in 
Short-tailed  Shearwater,  the  means  of 
males  and  females  differed  by  no  more  than 
1.5%  (Marchant  and  Higgins  1990). 

IDENTIFICATION 
Description  of  the  bird 

The  Florida  specimen  is  clearly  a shearwa- 
ter in  the  genus  Puffinus,  with  a relatively 
long  and  narrow  bill  with  a dorsal  nasal 
tube  (shorter,  deeper,  and  broader  bill  in 
Procellaria  and  Pterodroma),  long,  narrow 
wings  (Figure  1),  and  a short  squared  tail 
(longer  and  wedge-shaped  in  Bulweria).  A 
male  with  gray  testes  not  enlarged  (3x2 
mm),  the  emaciated  specimen  weighed  363 
g,  although  it  still  had  light  subcutaneous 
fat.  The  bird  lacked  a bursa  of  Fabricus. 
Other  all  dark  Puffinus  shearwaters — 
Wedge-tailed  (P  pacificus).  Flesh-footed  ( P. 
carncipes ),  Christmas  ( P nativitatis) , Hein- 
roths  (P  heinrothi),  and  Mediterranean  (P 
yelkouan  mauretanicus ) shearwaters — dif- 
fer substantially  from  UF  41873  in  size, 
proportions,  plumage,  soft  part  coloration, 
and/or  skeletal  characters  (Kuroda  1954, 
Cramp  and  Simmons  1977,  Hadden  1981, 
Harrison  1983,  Marchant  and  Higgins 
1990,  Seto  2001). 

The  dorsal  plumage  of  UF  41873  is 
mostly  very  dark  brown  (Munsell  Soil 
Color  Charts  10YR  2/1  black  to  10YR  2/2 
very  dark  brown),  with  the  crown,  nape. 


and  mantle  very  dark  brown  (10YR  2/2). 
The  ventral  plumage  is  lighter,  mostly  dark 
gray  (10YR  4/1)  to  dark  grayish  brown 
(10YR  4/2),  with  the  throat  paler  (light 
brownish  gray  10YR  6/2  to  grayish  brown 
10YR  5/2)  and  the  undertail  coverts  very 
dark  brown  (10YR  2/2).  The  fresh  rectrices 
are  very  dark  brown  (10YR  2/2).  The 
remiges  of  UF  41873  are  in  active  symmet- 
rical molt  with  ppl-5  new,  p6  sheathed, 
and  pp7-10  very  worn;  the  secondaries  are 
all  very  worn  (Figure  1).  New  and 
sheathed  remiges  are  black  (10YR  2/1)  to 
very  dark  brown  (10YR  2/2)  above  and 
dark  gray  (10YR  4/1)  to  very  dark  gray 
(10YR  3/1)  below.  Worn  remiges  are  dark 
grayish  brown  (10YR  4/2)  to  very  dark 
grayish  brown  (10YR  3/2)  above  and  gray 
(10YR  5/1)  to  dark  grayish  brown  (10YR 
4/2)  below.  New  and  sheathed  greater 
upperwing  coverts  (ppl-5  and  a few  sec- 
ondaries) are  black  (10YR  2/1);  worn 
coverts  are  very  dark  grayish  brown  (10YR 
3/2).  The  greater  underwing  coverts  are 
gray  (10YR  5/1),  whereas  the  median  and 
lesser  underwing  coverts  are  grayish  brown 
(10YR  5/2)  to  brown  (10YR  5/2).  There 
was  no  body  molt. 

Confirming  the  identification 

The  species  most  similar  to  UF  41873  are 
Sooty  Shearwater  and  Short-tailed  Shear- 
water. Both  are  mid-sized  shearwaters  with 
all-dark  plumage  (dark  brown  to  black), 
although  the  throats  can  be  lighter.  Typi- 
cally, Sooty  Shearwater  is  larger  and  has 
whitish  lesser  and  median  underwing 
coverts,  whereas  Short-tailed  Shearwater  is 
smaller  and  has  darker  underwing  coverts 
(Figure  1),  although  variants  can  have 
white  coverts  (Harrison  1983).  Both 
species  breed  on  islands  in  the  temperate 
southern  hemisphere,  with  Sooty  Shearwa- 
ter in  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans, 
and  Short-tailed  Shearwater  restricted  to 
islands  off  eastern  Australia  in  the  south- 
western Pacific  (Marchant  and  Higgins 
1990,  A.O.U.  1998).  Following  breeding, 
both  species  migrate  into  temperate  north- 
ern hemisphere  waters  during  the  boreal 
summer,  generally  following  the  clockwise 
currents  in  the  North  Pacific  (both  species) 
or  North  Atlantic  (Sooty  Shearwater). 

The  molt  pattern  of  UF  41873  is  proba- 
bly typical  for  a Sooty  Shearwater  or  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  in  its  third  (austral)  win- 
ter. During  this  season,  when  both  species 
are  in  the  North  Pacific  (see  below),  hatch- 
year  (HY,  assuming  that  birds  are  born  after 
1 January)  specimens  have  large  bursae, 
and  all  remiges  and  rectrices  are  fresh.  A 
number  of  specimens  of  both  species  with 
smaller  bursae  and  active  primary  molt 
probably  represent  second-year  (SY)  birds, 
with  very  worn  juvenile  primaries  being 


replaced.  A number  of  North  Pacific  spec- 
imens of  Short-tailed  Shearwater  with 
active  wing  molt  and  no  bursa  (like  UF 
41873)  may  represent  third-year  (TY) 
birds.  We  have  found  no  North  Atlantic  or 
Pacific  specimens  of  Sooty  Shearwater  with 
active  wing  molt  and  no  bursa.  Most  of  the 
specimens  without  a bursa  have  all  fresh 
remiges  and  rectrices;  these  are  probably 
breeding-age  birds.  Age  of  first  breeding  is 
5-7  years  in  Short-tailed  Shearwater  and 
Sooty  Shearwater  (Schreiber  and  Burger 
2001). 

Most  skins  of  Short-tailed  Shearwater 
and  Sooty  Shearwater  at  UF  and  UWBM  do 
not  include  data  on  the  bursa;  therefore, 
we  did  not  attempt  to  put  these  into  age 
classes  as  we  have  for  the  spread-wing 
specimens  below.  The  very  dark  brown 
crown  and  face  of  UF  41873  is  similar  to 
that  in  two  (of  23)  specimens  of  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  and  eight  (of  28)  of  Sooty 
Shearwater.  The  grayish-brown  throat  of 
UF  41873  resembles  that  in  one  other 
Short-tailed  Shearwater  and  10  Sooty 
Shearwaters.  The  throats  of  most  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  are  grayer  than  in  UF 
41873. 

The  bill  in  Short-tailed  Shearwater  is 
smaller  than  in  Sooty  Shearwater,  with 
exposed  culmen,  width  at  distal  nares,  and 
length  of  the  nail  all  significantly  different 
(p<0.001  in  t- Tests);  exposed  culmen  and 
nail  length  show  no  overlap.  UF  41873 
falls  within  the  range  of  Short-tailed  Shear- 
water for  all  three  bill  measurements  and  is 
outside  the  95%  confidence  interval  (mean 
± 1.96  standard  deviations  units)  of  Sooty 
Shearwater  for  exposed  culmen  and  nail 
length.  Although  the  boney  rostrum  and 
mandible  of  UF  41873  were  left  within  the 
skin  and  thus  not  available  for  measure- 
ment, their  lengths  in  skeletal  specimens  of 
Sooty  Shearwater  and  Short-tailed  Shear- 
water do  not  overlap,  reinforcing  the  diag- 
nostic value  of  bill  measurements. 

To  compare  wing  lengths,  we  limited  the 
samples  to  birds  that,  like  UF  41873,  had 
worn  outer  primaries.  The  distance  from 
the  longest  greater  primary  covert  on  the 
underwing  to  the  tip  of  plO  is  118  mm  in 
UF  41873,  compared  to  112-127  mm 
(N=23)  in  Short-tailed  Shearwater  and 
126-131  (N=12)  in  Sooty  Shearwater. 

We  scored  the  color  of  the  greater  and 
median  secondary  underwing  coverts  on 
31  specimens  of  Sooty  Shearwater  and  70 
of  Short-tailed  Shearwater.  In  general, 
Short-tailed  Shearwater  has  darker  median 
coverts  than  Sooty  Shearwater,  though  pale 
variants  in  Short-tailed  Shearwater  (9  of  70 
scored  as  grayish  white  and  two  as  white) 
overlap  with  darker  variants  of  Sooty 
Shearwater  (14  of  31  scored  as  grayish 
white,  the  others  being  white).  The  gray- 
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ish-brown  median  coverts  of  UF  41873  are 
darker  than  in  all  31  specimens  of  Sooty 
Shearwater  and  matched  most  closely  by 
five  specimens  of  Short-tailed  Shearwater 
that  have  brownish-gray  median  coverts. 
In  contrast,  the  gray  greater  underwing 
coverts  of  UF  41873  are  similar  to  those  in 
many  specimens  of  both  species  (14  of  31 
Sooty  Shearwater  and  23  of  70  Short-tailed 
Shearwater). 

Looking  at  the  skeleton,  the  margo  cau- 
dalis  of  the  humerus  is  rounded  in  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  and  UF  41873,  whereas 
it  is  sharper  in  Sooty  Shearwater.  All  other 
osteological  differences  that  we  could  find 
between  Sooty  Shearwater  and  Short-tailed 
Shearwater  are  quantitative;  this  similarity 
had  been  noted  by  Kuroda  (1954).  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  (N=5-9)  is  significantly 
smaller  than  Sooty  Shearwater  (N=12-19) 
in  all  10  elements  that  we  measured  (ros- 
trum, mandible,  humerus,  coracoid,  ulna, 
radius,  carpometacarpus,  femur,  tibiotar- 
sus,  tarsometatarsus).  Eight  of  these  ele- 
ments had  no  overlap  in  the  samples  meas- 
ured. UF  41873  is  outside  the  range  of 
Sooty  Shearwater  for  all  eight  measured 
characters  and  within  the  range  of  Short- 
tailed Shearwater  for  seven  of  these  (the 
rostrum  and  mandible  could  not  be  meas- 
ured in  UF  41873  because  the  bill 
remained  with  the  skin).  The  tibiotarsus  of 
UF  41873  is  0.6  mm  longer  than  the 
longest  of  seven  Short-tailed  Shearwaters 
measured,  but  still  outside  the  range  of  the 
Sooty  Shearwaters  measured. 

EVIDENCE  ON  ORIGIN 

Pelagic  birds  have  been  known  to  hitch 
rides  on  ocean-going  vessels  and  end  up  at 
far  ports,  but  this  is  probably  not  how  UF 
41873  arrived  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Given  the  migration  routes  of  Short-tailed 
Shearwater  and  the  season  of  capture  of  the 
specimen,  the  bird  would  have  had  to  stow 
away  somewhere  on  its  northbound  flight 
in  the  western  Pacific,  then  cross  the 
immense  Pacific  and  go  through  the 
Panama  Canal  to  the  Atlantic,  staying  on 
board  until  off  Florida  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. It  is  unlikely  that  a bird  could  survive 
such  a lengthy  journey  and  then  muster 
the  power  to  fly  away. 

We  believe  it  more  likely  that  UF  41873 
was  blown  eastward  across  the  southern 
oceans  from  southern  Australia  (or  even 
farther  south,  see  below)  to  the  southern 
Atlantic  during  the  austral  summer  or 
autumn,  where  it  could  have  joined 
northbound  Sooty  Shearwaters  migrating 
into  the  western  North  Atlantic.  Non- 
breeding Short-tailed  Shearwaters,  such  as 
UF  41873,  would  be  especially  likely  to 
follow  this  path,  as  they  occur  regularly 
off  Antarctica  in  the  austral  summer 


(Marchant  and  Higgins  1990).  At  these 
high  latitudes,  where  there  are  no  conti- 
nental barriers  to  east-west  movement 
and  the  ocean  basins  merge,  the  strong 
and  constant  westerly  winds  provide 
ample  power  to  displace  individual 
seabirds.  Northbound  migrations  into  the 
“wrong”  ocean  basin  already  are  known 
for  Short-tailed  Shearwater  in  the  form  of 
rare  but  regular  records  in  the  northern 
Indian  Ocean  (Marchant  and  Higgins 
1990)  and  one  well-documented  sight 
report  off  Virginia  in  18  January  1998 
(Brinkley  et  al.  2001).  One  other  procel- 
lariid  that  breeds  only  in  the  temperate 
southwest  Pacific  has  been  recorded  in  the 
North  Atlantic:  a Buller’s  Shearwater 
( Puffinus  bulleri ) was  photographed  off 
New  Jersey  in  October  1984  (Paxton  et  al. 
1985).  An  occasional  northbound  migra- 
tion in  the  wrong  ocean  basin  is  also  likely 
for  two  other  species  that  breed  only  in 
the  South  Atlantic:  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 
( Oceanites  oceanicus ) rarely  but  regularly 
occurs  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica in  the  boreal  summer  (A.O.U.  1998), 
and  the  Greater  Shearwater  ( Puffinus 
gravis)  has  been  recorded  four  times  off 
the  West  Coast  (A.O.U.  1998,  K.  L.  Gar- 
rett, pers.  comm.). 

The  occurrence  of  a Short-tailed  Shear- 
water on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  Florida, 
although  unique  and  surprising,  under- 
scores the  exceptional  ability  of  procellari- 
iforms  for  long-distance  vagrancy.  Birders 
and  researchers  in  Atlantic  waters  should 
now  be  on  the  lookout  for  this  species  but 
should  do  so  only  with  a great  deal  of  cau- 
tion: separating  Short-tailed  and  Sooty 
Shearwaters  poses  one  of  North  America’s 
most  difficult  problems  in  field  identifica- 
tion. This  record  also  underscores  the 
tremendous,  largely  untapped  resource  for 
documenting  avian  distributional  records 
via  wildlife  rehabilitation  clinics  across  the 
continent.  In  Florida  alone,  more  than  120 
clinics  are  licensed  to  handle  birds;  the 
staff  at  the  FLMNH  has  resources  to  regu- 
larly visit  only  six  or  so  of  these  clinics 
annually,  retrieving  hundreds  of  frozen 
specimens.  Fortunately,  many  of  the  state’s 
birders  pass  the  word  when  a rarity  shows 
up  at  other  clinics,  and  we  have  been  able 
to  document  many  important  records  from 
specimens  salvaged  at  wildlife  clinics 
(Kratter  et  al.  2002). 
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ABSTRACT 

This  article  summarizes  the  nesting  of  an 
Elegant  Tern  (Sterna  elegans)  with  a Sand- 
wich Tern  (S.  sandvicensis)  on  Island  3D  in 
eastern  Hillsborough  Bay,  Hillsborough 
County,  Florida  in  a mixed  colony  of  Sand- 
wich and  Royal  ( S . maxima ) Terns  in  May 
2002  . Worldwide  vagrancy  in  Elegant  Tern, 
field  separation  from  similar  species,  and 


hybridization  among  crested  terns  are  con- 
sidered in  the  context  of  this  record  as  well. 

FIELD  ENCOUNTER 

On  23  May  2002,  RTP,  AFP,  and  ABH  were 
censusing  breeding  birds  at  Island  3D  in  east- 
ern Hillsborough  Bay,  Hillsborough  County, 
Florida.  At  about  0900  hours,  RTP  discov- 
ered an  Elegant  Tern  (Sterna  elegans ) in  incu- 
bating posture  along  the  outer  edge  of  a 
colony  of  Royal  Terns  (S.  maxima)  and  Sand- 
wich Terns  (S.  sandvicensis).  As  he 
approached,  the  tern  stood  up,  revealing  an 
egg  underneath.  Lacking  a camera  on  the 
boat,  RTP  called  BP,  who,  along  with  DJR  met 
the  others  later  that  morning.  By  the  time  we 
returned  to  the  island,  around  1150  hours, 
the  Elegant  Tern  was  gone  and  a Sandwich 
Tern  appeared  to  have  taken  its  place  in  the 
colony.  To  avoid  excessive  disturbance  to 
Laughing  Gulls  (Larus  atricilla)  nesting 
nearby,  we  began  to  depart  the  island  after  a 
few  minutes,  when  the  Elegant  Tern  flew  in. 
It  landed  in  the  colony  and  stood  about  0.6 
m from  its  nest  for  about  one  minute,  but 
then  flew  down  the  beach  and  preened. 
Videotapes  and  photographs  of  the  Elegant 
Tern  were  obtained  by  BP  and  DJP,  but  nest- 
ing was  not  documented  (sensu  Robertson 
and  Woolfenden  1992).  The  following  morn- 
ing, RTP  and  ABH  returned  to  the  island  at 
0800  hours,  and  the  Elegant  Tern  was  not 
present.  By  noon,  however,  it  had  returned, 
and  RTP  photographed  the  Elegant  Tern  as  it 
incubated  its  egg  (Figures  1-3). 

On  7 June,  we  revisited  the  island  and 
scanned  the  beach  from  about  15  m offshore. 
Dozens  of  tern  chicks,  estimated  to  be  about 
one  week  old,  lined  the  shoreline,  most 
guarded  by  one  or  two  adults.  Choppy  water 
impaired  viewing  and  videography,  but  we 
observed  the  Elegant  Tern  fly  in  with  a fish 
and  land  next  to  a chick  guarded  by  a Sand- 
wich Tern.  We  did  not  observe  the  Elegant 
Tern  feed  the  chick  but  are  confident  that  it 
did.  (Due  to  harassment  from  Laughing 


Gulls,  most  terns  that  brought  fish  into  the 
colony  fed  their  chicks  quickly,  usually 
within  seconds  after  landing).  Over  the  next 
10  to  15  minutes,  the  Elegant  Tern,  the  Sand- 
wich Tern,  and  the  chick  remained  together 
and  walked  among  the  other  terns  as  a trio 
(Figure  4).  The  chick  was  pale  grayish  above 
and  whitish  below  and  was  very  similar  to 
Sandwich  Tern  chicks  in  direct  comparison. 
We  did  not  find  the  Elegant  Tern  on  10  June, 
but  it  was  seen  on  the  island  (away  from  the 
colony)  on  10  July,  when  it  was  not  clearly 
associated  with  any  other  birds. 

IDENTIFICATION 

In  direct  comparison,  the  Elegant  Tern  was 
intermediate  in  size  between  the  Sandwich 
and  Royal  Terns.  The  forehead  and  cap  were 
nearly  wholly  black  (Figures  1,  2),  and  the 
crest  was  extremely  long  and  shaggy  (Figure 
3).  The  underparts  were  rosy,  and  this  color 
was  so  conspicuous  that  it  enabled  us  to 
locate  the  tern  on  7 June  as  it  approached 
the  island.  (Bright  lighting  conditions  and 
distance  prevented  this  character  from  being 
visible  in  our  photographs  and  videotapes.) 
The  mantle  and  wings  were  roughly  the 
same  shade  of  gray  as  those  of  the  other 
terns  and  contrasted  with  the  white  rump. 
At  rest,  the  primaries  were  blackish.  The  tail 
was  forked  and  appeared  to  be  completely 
white.  The  bill  seemed  to  be  longer  than  the 
length  of  the  head,  but  the  shaggy  crest 
made  it  difficult  to  determine  head  length 
precisely.  The  rosy  underparts,  downcurved 
bill — reddish  with  a yellowish  tip — nearly 
full  black  cap,  and  extremely  shaggy  crest 
indicated  an  Elegant  Tern  in  definitive  alter- 
nate plumage,  and  bill  morphology  sug- 
gested a male  (Olsen  and  Larsson  1995). 

We  ruled  out  other  similar  tern  species  by 
plumage  characters,  apparent  size,  and 
apparent  size  of  bill.  Rosy  underparts  are 
unique  to  Elegant  Terns  among  orange- 
billed  crested  terns  (Olsen  and  Larsson 
1995),  and  the  bird’s  size — intermediate 
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Figure  1.  Elegant  Tern  incubating  an  egg  at  Island  3D,  Hillsborough  Bay,  Hillsborough  County,  Florida,  24  May  2002. 
Island  3D  is  one  of  two  dredged-material  disposal  sites  for  the  main  shipping  channel  through  Tampa  Bay  to  the  Port 
of  Tampa.  Both  islands  are  owned  by  the  Tampa  Port  Authority  and  are  designated  sanctuaries  of  the  National  Audubon 
Society.  Roughly  2.6  km  long  by  1 km  wide.  Island  3D  consists  of  a diked  area  into  which  dredged  material  is  pumped. 
Currents  have  deposited  sand  and  shell  flats  up  to  100  m wide  outward  of  the  dike  in  some  places.  One  of  these  flats 
supported  the  breeding  colony  of  Royal  and  Sandwich  terns  that  contained  the  Elegant  Tern.  The  plant  visible 
in  the  photographs  is  Railroad  Vine  ( Ipomoea  pes-caprae).  Photograph  by  Richard  T.  Paul. 


Figure  2.  Elegant  Tern  standing  over  its  egg,  Island  3D,  24  May  2002.  The  long,  thin  bill,  reddish  with  a yellowish  tip, 
suggests  a male.  Note  the  beginning  of  prebasic  molt  of  white  feathering  in  the  forehead,  which  is  far  more 
advanced  in  most  of  the  Sandwich  and,  especially,  Royal  terns.  Photograph  by  Richard  T.  Paul. 


between  Royal  and  Sandwich  Terns — rules 
out  the  smaller  Cayenne  Tern  (S.  [sandvicen- 
sis]  eurygnathd)  of  the  West  Indies  and 
South  America,  which  is  similar  in  size  to 
the  American  race  of  Sandwich  Tern,  acu- 
Jlavida.  Cayenne  Tern  has  a straight,  mostly 
yellowish  bill,  but  orange-billed  examples 
are  known  from  the  Virgin  Islands,  Nether- 
lands Antilles,  and  Argentina,  as  well  as  else- 
where in  its  range  (Ansingh  et  al.  1960, 
Voous  1968,  Buckley  and  Buckley  1984,  van 
Halewyn  1985,  1987;  E Hayes,  pers.  comm.; 
A.  Jaramillo,  pers.  comm.),  and  the  sus- 
pected hybridization  of  Elegant  Tern  with 
Cayenne  Tern  in  the  southern  Caribbean  at 
Curasao  has  been  raised  as  a possible  source 
of  such  birds  (Ansingh  et  al.  1960,  Shealer 
1999).  The  smaller  Lesser  Crested  Tern  (S. 
bengalensis ) of  the  Old  World  has  a straight, 
orange-yellow  bill,  and  a gray  rump  and  tail 
(Olsen  and  Larsson  1995).  The  Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee 
(FOSRC)  accepted  our  field  notes,  photo- 
graphs, and  videotapes  as  constituting  a ver- 
ifiable record  of  an  Elegant  Tern  (R.  Bow- 
man, FOSRC  Secretary,  in  litt.). 

DISCUSSION 

The  Elegant  Tern  has  an  extremely  restricted 
breeding  range — three  coastal  colonies  in 
southern  California  and  two  in  the  Gulf  of 
California,  Mexico,  with  between  90  and  97 
per  cent  of  the  worlds  population  nesting  at 
Isla  Rasa,  Mexico  (Burness  et  al.  1999, 
Lefevre  and  Burness  2000).  During  post- 
breeding dispersal,  Elegant  Terns  wander 
north  along  the  Pacific  coast  regularly  to 
northern  California,  and  in  smaller  numbers 
to  Oregon,  Washington,  and  occasionally 
southern  British  Columbia.  They  winter 
coastally  south  to  Ecuador  and  Chile,  prin- 
cipally in  the  Humboldt  Current  region, 
with  a few  north  as  far  as  Mexico  (A.O.U. 
1998,  Burness  et  al.  1999).  Vagrants  have 
strayed  to  Arizona,  Florida,  New  Mexico, 
Texas,  Virginia,  and  Massachusetts,  and, 
remarkably,  to  Belgium,  England,  France, 
French  Guiana,  Ireland,  Johnston  Atoll,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Northern  Ireland  (A.O.U. 
1998,  Burness  et  al.  1999,  Kwater  2001, 
Williams  2001,  lliff  2002,  Lockwood  et  al. 
2002,  Marshall  2002,  Millington  and 
Gantlett  2002,  Ellison  and  Martin  2003). 
Their  long  migration,  the  longest  of  any 
large  tern  in  North  America,  probably 
explains  their  propensity  for  vagrancy. 

Florida’s  first  Elegant  Tern,  a bird  in  sec- 
ond-basic plumage,  spent  at  least  two 
months  at  Honeymoon  Island  State  Recre- 
ation Area,  Pinellas  County  3 October  to  22 
November  1999  (Pranty  2000,  Bowman 
2001,  Kwater  2001).  Honeymoon  Island  lies 
along  the  Gulf  coast  approximately  45  km 
northwest  of  Island  3D.  A year  later, 
Florida’s  second  Elegant  Tern,  also  in  sec- 
ond-winter plumage,  appeared  at  Fort  De 


Soto  County  Park,  Pinellas  County  2-29 
December  2000  (Pranty  2001a;  DJP,  pers. 
obs.).  Presumably,  this  individual  was  relo- 
cated at  the  park  20-29  April  2001,  when  it 
was  seen  courting  and  copulating  with  a 
Sandwich  Tern  (L.  Atherton  in  Pranty 
2001b).  Fort  De  Soto  County  Park  is 
approximately  45  km  south  of  Honeymoon 
Island  and  35  km  southwest  of  Island  3D. 
This  Elegant  Tern  record  also  was  accepted 
by  the  FOSRC  (R.  Bowman,  in  litt.).  There 
have  been  several  subsequent  observations 
of  Elegant  and  “Elegant-type”  terns  in  the 
Tampa  Bay  area  (Pranty  2002),  but  these 
have  not  yet  been  reviewed  by  the  FOSRC 
(R.  Bowman,  in  litt.).  Most  of  these  terns 
have  been  photographed  by  Lyn  Atherton, 
and  images  are  posted  to  her  website 
(<http://home.earthlink.net/~bonnie- 
dabird/FirstElegant.htm>). 

Vagrant  crested  Sterna  terns  breed  readily 
with  congeners  in  the  absence  of  members 
of  their  own  species.  A lone  Sandwich  Tern 


bred  with  an  Elegant  Tern  in  California  in 
1995  and  1997  (Collins  1997),  one  or  more 
Elegant  Terns  bred  with  Sandwich  Terns  in 
France  from  1974  to  1985  (Olsen  and  Lars- 
son 1995),  and  lone  Lesser  Crested  Terns 
have  bred  with  Sandwich  Terns  in  England 
and  the  Netherlands  (Olsen  and  Larsson 
1995).  The  nesting  of  a vagrant  Elegant  Tern 
with  a Sandwich  Tern  in  Florida  is  therefore 
not  surprising,  especially  considering  the 
presence  of  Elegant  Terns  in  the  area  for  the 
previous  two  years.  Indicating  the  close  rela- 
tionship between  the  species,  Mayr  and 
Short  (1970  in  A.O.U.  1998)  considered  Ele- 
gant, Sandwich,  and  Lesser  Crested  Terns  to 
represent  a superspecies  with  Chinese 
Crested  Terns  (S.  bemsteini).  Most  reports  of 
vagrant  Elegant  Terns  have  occurred  within 
the  past  20  years,  but  whether  these  repre- 
sent a genuine  increase  in  vagrancy  or 
merely  improved  observer  coverage  or  iden- 
tification skills  is  not  known.  Additional 
research  into  vagrancy  and  plumage  varia- 
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can  Birds  56:  37-41. 

Kwater,  E.  2001.  First  record  of  Elegant 
Tern  in  Florida.  Florida  Field  Naturalist 
29:  90-94. 

Lefevre,  K.,  and  G.P.  Burness.  2000.  A 
closer  look:  Elegant  Tern.  Birding  32: 
146-153. 
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Figure  3.  Elegant  Tern  standing  over  its  egg,  Island  3D,  24  May  2002.  Note  the  extremely  shaggy  crest. 
Photograph  by  Richard  T.  Paul. 


Figure  4.  Elegant  Tern,  Sandwich  Tern,  and  presumed  hybrid  chick,  estimated  at  one  week  of  age,  among  Royal  and  Sandwich 
Terns  and  their  chicks  at  Island  3D,  7 June  2002.  Photograph  from  digital  videotape  by  Bill  Pranty. 


tion  in  Cayenne,  Elegant,  and  Lesser  Crested 
Terns  should  refine  our  understanding  of 
“Elegant- type”  terns  seen  away  from  the 
Pacific  coast  of  the  Americas,  of  which  sev- 
eral — most  recently  in  England,  the  Nether- 
lands, Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  Texas  in 
2001  and  2002 — have  already  stimulated 
extensive  on-line  discussions  of  the  field 
identification  of  this  group. 
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Jan  14  to  19  - Southern  California 

Add  Southern  California  specials  to  your  life  list  on 
this  enjoyable  trip  that  hits  all  the  birding  hotspots  in 
the  area,  including  Salton  Sea.  Led  by  Bob  Miller  and 
Henry  Detwiler.  Southwest  Birders;  760-455-1413; 
bob.miller@mindspring.com 

Jan  31  to  Feb  8 - Cruise  Panama  to  Costa  Rica 

Voyage  in  comfort  aboard  Yorktown  Clipper  as  you 
explore  the  birds  of  Panama  Canal,  Darien  Jungle, 
and  Costa  Rica.  One  of  the  most  popular  trips 
among  ABA  members.  ABA  leader  Josiah  Clark. 
Clipper  Cruise  Line;  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 

Feb  1 to  IS  - Winter  Wonders  of  Japan 

Witness  huge  flocks  of  winter  migrants  to  Japan, 
including  world's  largest  concentradon  of  Hooded 
and  White-naped  cranes.  Also,  many  other  Asian  and 
Siberian  specials.  Led  by  Chris  Cook  and  Tetsuji 
Hidaka.  Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Feb  12  to  23  & Feb  26  to  Mar  6 - Cuban  Endemics 

See  Cuban  endemics  including  Zapata  species  on 
bird  study  tour  to  Cuba  approved  by  U.S.  Treasury. 
First  trip  led  by  U.S.  ornithologist  Brett  Walker;  sec- 
ond by  Caribbean  birder  Nancy  Norman. 

Gary  Markowski;  860-354-5590;  cubirds@aol.com 

Feb  29  to  Mar  13  - Belize  & Tikal 

Bird  with  superb,  enthusiastic  U.S.  & local  guides;  see 
up  to  300  species;  comfortable  accommodations. 
Wildside  Birding  Tours;  860-350-6752; 
tours@adventurecamera.com 

Mar  10  to  20  - The  Birds  of  Hawaii 

Visit  Kauai,  Maui  and  the  Big  Island,  explore  wide 
range  of  habitats  and  elevations  to  see  greatest  number 
of  bird  species,  both  endemic  and  introduced.  Led  by 
Rob  Pacheco  and  other  professional  birders. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Mar  16  to  25  - Acapulco  to  Mexico  City 

The  finest  birding  route  in  North  America  is  how 
specialist  in  Mexican  endemics  Michael  Carmody 
describes  this  tour,  which  he  leads.  See  50  endemics 
plus  many  other  species  in  only  200  miles.  Legacy 
Tours;  509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Mar  19  to  Apr  4 - Enchanting  Morocco 

Morocco  boasts  the  richest  bird  life  in  North  Africa, 
and  along  with  its  endemic,  rare  and  specialty  birds, 
its  Moorish  and  Berber  culture  and  stunning  scenery 
make  this  trip  truly  memorable.  Led  by  Adrian  Binns. 
Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407;  binns@jaegertours.net 

Apr  16  to  30  - Romania  & Hungary 

See  huge  numbers  of  birds  in  these  two  popular  cen- 
tral European  birding  destinations,  cruise  the  Danube 
Delta,  bird  Dodrudja  Plain  and  Hortobagy  NP.  Led 
by  Neil  Donaghy  and  Gerard  Gorman.  Siemer  & 
Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Apr  24  to  May  2 - Dry  Tortugas  & South  Florida 

At  the  height  of  spring  migration  for  Florida  spe- 
dalites,  exotics,  seabird  colonies  and  possible 
Caribbean  strays.  Led  by  Adrian  Binns.  faeger  Tours; 
215-364-4407;  binns@jaegertours.net 

May  16  to  29  - Finland  & North  Norway 

loin  50  million  breeding  pairs  of  birds  in  the  Land  of 
the  Midnight  Sun;  explore  alcid  nesting  island;  see 
most  owls,  woodpeckers  and  grouse  on  this  very  popu- 
lar ABA  endorsed  tour.  Led  by  Jari  Peltomaki. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 


May  19  to  30  - Oregon  in  Spring 

Search  for  20  species  of  waterfowl,  15  sparrows,  14 
flycatchers  and  a dozen  woodpeckers.  Between  a day 
at  sea  and  11  days  on  land,  you  could  easily  find  200 
species.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk.  Paradise  Birding; 
541-408-1753;  sshunk@paradisebirding.com 

May  23  to  Jun  6 - Spring  Birding  in  Alaska 

Bird  the  peak  of  spring  migration  at  Gambell  and 
Nome  with  optional  Priblofs  trip.  Prime  time  for 
vagrants.  Small  group  of  hearty  birders  led  by  Aaron 
Lang  and/or  Bob  Dittrick  and/or  lames  Huntington. 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures;  907-694-7442; 
wildbird@alaska.net 

Jun  9 to  20  - Northern  Alberta 

From  prairies  to  high  mountains,  Northern  Alberta 
hosts  one  of  most  diverse  arrays  of  nesting  birds  in 
North  America,  a breeding  bird  adventure  you  will 
long  remember.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk.  Paradise  Birding; 
541-408-1753;  sshunk@paradisebirding.com 

Jun  10  to  23  - Ireland 

"Warm-hearted  island  hospitality,  breathtaking  scenic 
views,  and  a pleasing  number  of  birds,"  says  leader 
Michael  Carmody.  "There's  no  better  way  for  a bird- 
watcher to  visit  this  land."  Legacy  Tours; 

509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Jul  11  to  25  - Cruise  the  Bering  Sea 

Eleven  nights  aboard  the  Clipper  Odyssey  from  Petra- 
pavlovsk  to  Nome,  stopping  at  Kamchatka  Peninsula, 
Bering  Island,  Attu,  Pribilofs,  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence 
and  several  other  islands.  ABA  leaders. 

Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 

Aug  5 to  20  - Cruise  from  Iceland  to  Greenland 

Circumnavigate  Iceland  aboard  the  Clipper  Adven- 
turer; enjoy  pelagic  birding  across  Denmark  Strait 
to  Greenland  to  explore  breeding  bird  colonies. 

Led  by  Mark  Suomala.  Clipper  Cruise  Line, 
800-814-9393,  x 6813#;  csperry@intrav.com 

Aug  24  to  Sep  3 - Kenya  Birding  Safari 

Enjoy  a 9-day  traditional  safari  through  famous  game 
parks,  including  Mount  Kenya  and  Masai  Mara,  while  [ 
focusing  on  die  very  rich  avifauna  that  makes  Kenya 
the  best  known  birding  destination  in  Africa. 

Intrav,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#;  csperry@intrav.com 

Sep  15  to  28  - Wales/Norfolk 

The  most  exciting  time  to  bird  the  LIK  widi  thou- 
sands of  migrants  heading  south.  Explore  wedands, 
valley  and  offshore  islands.  Expect  175  to  200 
species.  Led  by  Neil  Donaghy. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Sep  28  to  Oct  10  - Veracruz,  River  of  Raptors 

Witness  the  world's  greatest  raptor  migration,  where 
single  day  counts  have  exceeded  700,000!  325+  birds 
including  30  raptors,  20  hummingbirds  and  35  war- 
bler species.  Led  by  Bob  Straub.  Jaeger  Tours;  215- 
364-4407;  binns@jaegertours.net 

Oct  24  to  Nov  7 - Jungle  Rivers  of  South  America 

Bird  up  some  of  South  America's  biggest  rivers, 
including  Orinoco  and  Amazon,  aboard  the  Clipper 
Adventurer  in  an  itinerary  adjusted  to  maximize  bird- 
ing opportunities.  Expert  birding  guides.  Clipper 
Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
cspeny@intrav.com 

Oct  27  to  Nov  12  - New  Zealand 

Albatrosses  to  parrots,  penguins  to  kiwis.  See  unique 
endemics  of  these  delightful  isles  and  adjacent 
waters.  Trip  includes  7 boat  excursions.  Ixd  by  Tony 
and  Ken  Wilson.  Talon  Tours,  707-795-7547;  talon- 
tours@yahoo.com 


Please  contact  tour  company 
directly  for  information  and  reservation, 
and  tell  them  you  are  interested  in  the 
ABA-endorsed  tour.  Tour  companies  pay 
ABA  a commission  for  each 
ABA  participant. 


Supporting  Birders'  Exchange 
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For  Tour  Codes  go  to  www.americanbirding.org 
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in  her  own  words,  the  remarkable 
story  of  Phoebe  Snetsinger,  the 
woman  who  saw  more  birds  in 


her  life  than  any  other  human 
being  in  the  history  of  the 
world  (over  8,400). 
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ABA  Sales  Price  $17.95  (List  price  $19. 95)  Item  # 905 
Contact  ABA  Sales  to  order  your  copy  today! 


The  first  Calliope  Hummingbird  for  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  states  of  New  England,  turned 
up  at  a feeder  in  Eastham  in  November  2002,  where  it  remained  through  year's  end.  Records 
of  this  species  from  states  east  of  typical  range  have  been  accruing  rapidly  in  the  past  four 
years,  and  most  are  detected  in  the  autumn.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 


This  adult  male  Summer  Tanager  was  a rare  visitor  to  Thornhill,  Ontario  3-10  December 
2002;  another  turned  up  at  a feeder  nearby  18  January  2003,  possibly  the  same 
individual.  Despite  the  harsh  cold  in  the  East  and  Midwest,  most  Regions  reported 
hardy  lingerers  of  this  "caliber."  Photograph  by  Marilyn  Ginsburg. 


A rather  sudden  surge  of  Painted  Buntings  has  been  turning  up  out  of  range  at  feeders 
across  the  United  States  in  recent  winters,  comparable  in  scope  if  not  scale  to  the 
vagrancy  of  western  hummingbirds.  This  male  attended  feeders  in  Lower  Makefield 
Township,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  from  at  least  11  December  2002  (here)  into 
February  2003.  Photograph  by  Forrest  and  Mary  Coburn. 


A four-year  gull  with  similarities  to  the  vegae  form  of  Herring  Gull  (sometimes  split  as 
Vega  Gull  or  Siberian  Gull)  turned  up  on  Christmas  Eve  2002  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia.  This  bird  was  dissimilar  to  suspected  Herring  Gull  hybrids  with  both 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  but  the  possibility  of  backcrosses — 
such  as  are  documented  with  Louisiana's  breeding  Kelp  Gull  x Herring  Gull  hybrids  on  the 
Chandeleur  islands — makes  confident  identification  of  odd  dark-backed  four-year  gulls 
nearly  impossible  without  a specimen.  Photograph  by  Edward S.  Brinkley. 


The  first  Allen's  Hummingbird  for  North  Carolina — long  expected  after  similar  records 
in  nearby  Virginia,  Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Delaware — was  present 
at  a Manteo  feeder  from  19  January  2003  into  spring  but  was  identified  only  1 1 March, 
when  banded  and  here  photographed.  Photograph  by  Susan  Campbell. 


A Sage  Thrasher  at  Elliott  Wildlife  Center  in  Newton  County,  Georgia  19  (here) 
to  20  December  2002  was  the  state's  first  with  documentation  and  a rarity 
anywhere  in  the  East.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 
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The  first  Hermit  Warbler  for  Illinois  was  discovered  by  Eric  Seeker  at  the  Morton  Arboretum 
in  Chicago  8 December  2002;  the  bird  remained  through  at  least  12  December,  to  be  seen 
by  many.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


Providing  a winter  first  for  Alberta,  the  nominate-race  Palm  Warbler  discovered 
at  Calgary  8 January  2003  tried  to  survive  at  the  water  discharge  outlet  of  a local 
fish  hatchery.  Also  new  to  the  provincial  winter  list  were  Northern  Waterthrush 
and  Wilson's  Warbler.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


This  Cape  May  Warbler,  photographed  at  High  River,  Alberta  21  December  2002,  was  one 
of  an  unprecedented  six  species  of  warbler  reported  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  Region  this 
winter,  most  of  them  in  the  warmer  western  provinces.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


Up  to  four  Grasshopper  Sparrows  wintered  in  fields  in  Miland,  Imperial  County,  California, 
with  this  bird  being  photographed  on  9 February  2003.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland. 


This  Golden-crowned  Warbler,  present  on  the  University  ofTexas-Pan-AM  campus  in 
Edinburg,  Texas  all  winter  season,  was  by  far  the  most  easily  studied  of  those  documented 
in  Texas.  This  photograph  was  taken  29  December  2002.  Photograph  by  Jim  Burns. 


A female  Varied  Thrush  at  Pueblo  City  Park,  Pueblo  County,  Colorado  (here  30  January 
2003)  was  one  of  five  reported  in  the  Mountain  West  Region  this  winter.  This  one 
stayed  in  the  area  27  December  2002  through  the  end  of  the  period.  Varied  Thrushes  were 
recorded  in  high  numbers  out  of  range  in  many  regions.  Photograph  by  Bill  Maynard. 
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This  Emperor  Goose — found  from  an  Elkhorn  Slough  Safari  boat  in  Monterey  Bay,  California 
29  December  2002 — was  enjoyed  by  many  before  apparently  being  shot  by  a hunter  on  7 
January  2003  (here  3 January).  Photograph  by  Bill  Hill. 


A suburban  shopping  center  parking  lot  was  the  favorite  haunt  of  this  female  Rusty  Black- 
bird, which  returned  to  winter  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  in  winter  2002- 

2003  (here  24  January).  Photograph  by  Peter  Gaede. 


This  controversial  Myiarchus  flycatcher,  photographed  on  1 1 January  2003,  spent  the  winter 
in  Santa  Cruz,  in  Santa  Cruz  County,  California.  Though  some  observers  believed  the  bird  to 
be  California's  second  Nutting's  Flycatcher,  it  is  unclear  that  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  can 
be  safely  ruled  out  in  this  case.  Photograph  by  Kevin  McKereghan. 


Looked  over  carefully  was  this  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Management  Area,  McCurtain 
County,  Oklahoma  during  January  2003  (here  pho- 
tographed on  the  7th),  a first  winter  record  for  the  South- 
ern Great  Plains  Region.  Photograph  by  David  Arbour. 


A Le  Conte's  Sparrow  in  Niland,  Imperial  County  was  the  first  to  winter  in 
southeastern  California;  it  was  uncharacteristically  cooperative,  as  this 
pose  on  IS  January  2003  suggests.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  1.  Kurland. 


Another  first  photographic  record  for  Arizona  was 
this  Hooded  Oriole  at  Tumacacori  20  December 
2002,  a bright  bird  of  a race  other  than  the 
expected  nelsoni,  possibly  a nominate  cucullatus. 
Photograph  by  Rich  Hoyer. 
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This  pair  of  Wood  Ducks  at  Parque  de  la  Armistad  near  the  Otay  border  crossing  29  January 
2003— two  of  three  present  in  Tijuana  through  8 March  2003— were  the  first  photographed  in 
the  Baja  California  Peninsula  Region.  The  species  has  a toehold  in  Mexico  but  is  threatened  by 
legalized  hunting  (see  the  Mexico  Region's  report  as  well).  Photograph  by  Richard  A.  Erickson. 


An  elusive  species  and  one  sparse  in  its  distribution  in  Central  America,  Crested  Eagle  is  rarely 
seen  in  the  northern  fringe  of  its  range,  much  less  photographed  well,  and  most  recent 
reports  are  undocumented.  This  image  was  captured  by  digiscoping  at  Tikal,  Guatemala 

24  February  2003.  Photograph  by  James  Leupold. 


Bermuda's  first  Reddish  Egret  was  found  22  December  2002  at  Somerset  Long  Bay  (here  1 January 
2003).  A somewhat  elusive  bird,  it  was  still  present  in  April  2003.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


Among  northern  irruptive  species  in  winter  2002-2003,  few  flights  were  more 
impressive  than  those  of  Cedar  Waxwings  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglets,  which 
stretched  well  into  Mexico  and  beyond.  This  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  one  of  two  in 
the  area,  was  banded  28  February  2003  at  Llano  Grande  in  the  state  of  Oaxaca, 

Mexico,  a first  documented  state  record.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosselet. 


A poorly-known  species  endemic  to  northern  Mexico,  Worthen's  Sparrow  has  received 
increasing  attention  from  birders  and  ornithologists  in  recent  years,  and  flocks  of 
up  to  1 50  were  noted  in  winter  2002-2003  in  Nuevo  Leon  state.  This  bird  was 
photographed  9 February  2003  at  Las  Esperanzas.  Photograph  by  Antonio  Hidalgo. 


A star  of  the  season  in  Hawaii  in  winter  2002-2003  was  this  drake  Baikal  Teal 
at  Hanalei,  Kauai  Island  present  from  9 December  through  season's  end 
(here  3 January  2003).  Photograph  by  Alvaro  Jaramillo. 
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FOR  THOSE  WHO  ARE  NEVER  NOT  A BIRDER, 

LIKE  THE  SUDDEN  RUSTLE  OF  FEATHERS,  NEW  BRUNTON  EPOCH  BINOCULARS  SPARK  INTRIGUE.  PERHAPS 
BECAUSE  THEY  FOCUS  AT  36".  OR  BECAUSE  VARIABLE  SPEED  FOCUSING  ROCKETS  THEM  FROM  36"  TO  INFINITY 
IN  A PARTIAL  TURN.  OR  MAYBE  IT'S  THE  LOCKING,  MULTI-STEP  EYE  RELIEF.  OF  COURSE,  IT  MIGHT  SIMPLY  BE  THE 
LIGHTWEIGHT  RUGGEDNESS  OF  MAGNESIUM  COMPOSITE  CONSTRUCTION.  UNABRIDGED  DETAILS  AWAIT  YOU  AT 
INFO@BRUNTON.COM.  EPOCH.  OPTICS  THAT  MATCH  YOUR  PASSION. 
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Diascope  Photo  Adapter 


Diascope  85  T*  FL  Angled 
Diascope  65  T*  FL  Angled 


Diascope  85  T*  FL  Straight 
Diascope  65  T*  FL  Straight 


Zeiss  Diascope 

Zeiss'  spotting  scopes  deliver  pinpoint  details  over  extreme 

distances  for  a whole  new  world  of  observation.  Integrated 
features  such  as  a dual  focusing  system  with  non-slip 
wheels  for  coarse  and  fine  focusing,  extendable  sunshade, 
push-pull  eyecups,  and  rotating  tripod  bracket  are  only 
some  of  the  features  that  ensure  an  optimal  viewing 
experience.  These  compact,  lightweight,  and  waterproof 
spotting  scopes  are  backed  by  Zeiss'  Lifetime  Transferable 
Warranty.  Get  your  hands,  and  your  eyes,  on  one  today.  For 
more  information  or  to  find  a dealer  near  you,  call 
1-800-441-3005  or  visit  www.zeiss.com 


ZEISS 


We  make  it  visible. 


Important:  The  Zeiss  North  America  Lifetime  Transferable  Warranty  is  available  only  through 
Authorized  North  American  Dealers. 
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Fly  with  Swarovski 
You’ll  see  more 
in  nature. 


New  32  MM  E L Compact  Binoculars: 

• The  Ultimate  Class  of  premium  binoculars 
in  a smaller,  lightweight  (21 .5  oz  & 5.4" 
tall)  package  in  8X32  and  10X32  power 
configurations  with  close  focus  from  7 ft. 

• Brilliant,  Swarobright™,  optical 
performance,  shockproof,  waterproof 
submersible,  widest  fields  of  view  and 
perfect  under  a birding  coat  or  in  a 
jacket  pocket.  Also  accepts  2X  Doubler. 

• Comfortable,  Double  Bridge,  ergonomic 

' design,  with  rugged,  armored,  magnesium 
housing.  Comes  with  our  legendary 
Limited  Lifetime  Warranty.* 

See  for  yourself  at  a dealer  near 
you.  Contact  800-426-3089  or 
www.swarovskioptik.com. 


EL  10X32  f 


Swarovski  Optik  North  America,  Ltd.  • 2 Slater  Road  • Cranston,  Rf  02920 

‘Original  USA  warranty  card  must  be  postmarked  within  30  days  of  purchase  from  an  authorized  Swarovski  dealer  in  good  standing. 

The  registered  warranty  holder  must  return  entire  product  with  warranty  claim. 

Note:  The  "Limited  Lifetime  USA  Warranty’’  is  only  available  with  genuine  Swarovski  Optik  products  purchased  from  an  authorized  Dealer  in  good  standing. 


Spring  Migration:  March  through  May  2003 
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P.  A.  Buckley  and  S.  S.  Mitra 
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Notes  on  vagrancy  in  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch,  with  attention 
to  recent  range  expansion  and 
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Frank  Renfrow 
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Atlantic  Provinces  & 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon 
Blake  Maybank 


346 


Illinois  & Indiana 
Kenneth  J.  Brock 


Western 
Great  Lakes 
Jim  Granlund 


353 


Iowa  & Missouri 
Roger  D.  McNeill 
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Tennessee  & Kentucky 
Chris  Sloan  and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


Central  Southern 

B.  Mac.  Myers  and  Phillip  A.  Wallace 


362 


Prairie  Provinces 
Rudolf  F.  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor 
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Northern  Great  Plains 
Ron  Martin 


Southern  Great  Plains 
Joseph  A.  Grzybowski  and  W.  Ross  Silcock 


370 


Texas 

Mark  W.  Lockwood 


Middle  Pacific  Coast 
Steven  A.  Glover,  Luke  W.  Cole, 

Scott  B.  Terrill,  and  Michael  M.  Rogers 

Southern  Pacific  Coast 
Guy  McCaskie  and  Kimball  L.  Garrett 


Baja  California  Peninsula 
Richard  A.  Erickson,  Marshall  J.  Iliff, 
Eduardo  Palacios,  and  Roberto  Carmona 


4(1  Mexico 

Hector  Gomez  de  Silva 

Central  America 
H.  Lee  Jones 


West  Indies  & Bermuda 
Robert  L.  Norton,  Anthony  White, 
and  Andrew  Dobson 

4 If  Hawaii 

! Robert  L.  Pyle  and  Peter  Donaldson 
Pictorial  Highlights 


Quebec 

Pierre  Bannon,  Samuel  Denault,  Yves 
Aubry,  and  Normand  David 


Idaho  & Western  Montana 
David  Trochlell 


Middle  Atlantic 

Todd  M.  Day  and  Marshall  J.  Iliff 


New  Mexico 
Sartor  0.  Williams  I 


ON  THE  COVER:  This  Thick-billed  Parrot  frequented  the  Armendaris  Ranch  at  Engle,  Sierra  County,  New  Mexico  from 

8 May  into  June  2003.  Hundreds  of  birders  from  across  North  America  (and  beyond)  came  to  see  this  individual, 
which  showed  no  signs  of  prior  captivity.  Photograph  by  Christopher  L.  Wood. 


New  England 
Simon  Perkins 


T)A  Hudson-Delaware 

Richard  R.  Veit,  Joseph  C.  Burgiel, 
David  A.  Cutler,  Steve  Kelling, 
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Bill  Pranty 


Wi  Ontario 
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Eastern  Highlands 
& Upper  Ohio  River  Valley 
Robert  C.  Leberman 
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ABA-Endorsed  Tours 

Enjoy  Very  Special  B i r d i n g 


Jan  3!  to  Feb  8 - Cruise  Panama  to  Costa  Rica 

Voyage  in  comfort  aboard  Yorktown  Clipper  as  you 
explore  the  birds  of  Panama  Canal,  Darien  Jungle, 
and  Costa  Rica.  One  of  the  most  popular  trips 
among  ABA  members.  ABA  leader  Josiah  Clark. 
Clipper  Cruise  Line;  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 

Feb  1 to  14  - Winter  Wonders  of  Japan 

Witness  huge  flocks  of  winter  migrants  to  Japan, 
including  world's  largest  concentration  of  Hooded 
and  White-naped  cranes.  Also,  many  other  Asian 
and  Siberian  specials.  Led  by  Chris  Cook. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Feb  12  to  23  & Feb  26  to  Mar  6 - Cuban  Endemics 

See  Cuban  endemics  including  Zapata  species  on 
bird  study  tour  to  Cuba  approved  by  U.S.  Treasury. 
First  trip  led  by  U.S.  ornithologist  Brett  Walker;  sec- 
ond by  Caribbean  birder  Nancy  Norman. 

Gary  Markowski;  860-354-5590;  cubirds@aol.com 

Feb  29  to  Mar  13  - Belize  & Tikal 

Bird  with  superb,  enthusiastic  U.S.  leaders  Kevin 
Loughlin  & Glenn  Crawford;  see  up  to  300  species; 
comfortable  accommodations.  Wildside  Birding 
Tours;  860-350-6752;  tours@adventurecamera.com 

Mar  10  to  20  - The  Birds  of  Hawaii 

Visit  Kauai,  Maui  and  the  Big  Island,  explore  wide 
range  of  habitats  and  elevations  to  see  greatest  number 
of  bird  species,  both  endemic  and  introduced.  Led  by 
Rob  Pacheco  and  other  professional  birders. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Mar  16  to  25  - Acapulco  to  Mexico  City 

The  finest  birding  route  in  North  America  is  how 
dalist  in  Mexican  endemics  Michael  Carmody 


special 

descrit 


describes  this  tour,  which  he  leads.  See  50  endemics 
plus  many  other  species  in  only  200  miles.  Legacy 
Tours;  509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Mar  19  to  Apr  4 - Enchanting  Morocco 

Morocco  boasts  the  richest  bird  life  in  North  Africa, 
and  along  with  its  endemic,  rare  and  specialty  birds, 
its  Moorish  and  Berber  culture  and  stunning  scenery 
make  this  trip  truly  memorable.  Led  by  Adrian  Binns. 
Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407;  binns@jaegertours.net 

Apr  16  to  30  - Romania  & Hungary 

See  huge  numbers  of  birds  in  these  two  popular  cen- 
tral European  birding  destinations,  cruise  the  Danube 
Delta,  bird  Dodrudja  Plain  and  Hortobagy  NP. 

Led  by  Neil  Donaghy  and  Gerard  Gorman. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Apr  24  to  May  2 - Dry  Tortugas  & South  Florida 

At  the  height  of  spring  migration  for  Florida  spe- 
cialites,  exotics,  seabird  colonies  and  possible 
Caribbean  strays.  Led  by  Adrian  Binns. 

Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407;  binns@jaegertours.net 

May  16  to  29  - Finland  & North  Norway 

Join  50  million  breeding  pairs  of  birds  in  the  Land  of 
the  Midnight  Sun;  explore  alcid  nesting  island;  see 
most  owls,  woodpeckers  and  grouse  on  this  very  popu- 
lar ABA-endorsed  tour.  Led  by  Jari  Peltomaki. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

May  19  to  30  - Oregon  in  Spring 

Search  for  20  species  of  waterfowl,  15  sparrows,  14 
flycatchers  and  a dozen  woodpeckers.  Between  a day 
at  sea  and  11  days  on  land,  you  could  easily  find  200 
species.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk. 

Paradise  Birding;  541-408-1753; 
sshunk@paradisebirding.com 


May  23  to  Jun  6 - Spring  Birding  in  Alaska 

Bird  the  peak  of  spring  migration  at  Gambell  and 
Nome  with  optional  Priblofs  trip.  Prime  time  for 
vagrants.  Small  group  of  hearty  birders  led  by  Aaron 
Lang  and/or  Bob  Dittrick  and/or  James  Huntington. 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures;  907-694-7442; 
wiklbird@alaska.net 

Jun  9 to  20  - Northern  Alberta 

From  prairies  to  high  mountains,  Northern  Alberta 
hosts  one  of  most  diverse  arrays  of  nesting  birds  in 
North  America,  a breeding  bird  adventure  you  will 
long  remember.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk. 

Paradise  Birding;  541-408-1753; 
sshunk@paradisebirding.com 

Jun  10  to  23  - Ireland 

"Warm-hearted  island  hospitality,  breathtaking  scenic 
number  of  bir ' 


views,  and  a pleasing  number  of  birds, " says 

’for 


leader 


Michael  Carmody.  "There's  no  better  way  for  a bird- 
watcher to  visit  this  land."  Legacy  Tours; 

509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Jul  11  to  25  - Cruise  the  Bering  Sea 

Eleven  nights  aboard  the  Clipper  Odyssey  from  Petra- 
' amchatka  Peninsula, 


;,  stopping  at  KamchatJ 
j,  Pribilofs,  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence 


pavlovsk  to  Nome, : 

Bering  Island,  Attu, 
and  several  other  islands.  Tony  Leukering,  ABA  leader. 
Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com  or  800-456-0020, 
groupers@intrav.com 

Aug  5 to  20  - Cruise  from  Iceland  to  Greenland 

Circumnavigate  Iceland  aboard  the  Clipper  Adven- 
turer; enjoy  pelagic  birding  across  Denmark  Strait 
to  Greenland  to  explore  breeding  bird  colonies. 

Led  by  Mark  Suomala.  Clipper  Cruise  Line, 
800-814-9393,  x 6813#;  csperry@intrav.com  or 
800-456-0020,  groupers@intrav.com 

Aug  24  to  Sep  3 - Kenya  Birding  Safari 

Enjoy  a 9-day  traditional  safari  through  famous  game 
parks,  including  Mount  Kenya  and  Masai  Mara,  while 
focusing  on  the  very  rich  avifauna  that  makes  Kenya 
the  best  known  birding  destination  in  Africa.  Led  by 
Mark  Suomala.  Intrav,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com  or  800-456-0020, 
groupers@intrav.com 

Sep  15  to  28  - Wales/Norfolk 

The  most  exciting  time  to  bird  the  UK  with  thou- 
sands of  migrants  heading  south.  Explore  wetlands, 
valley  and  offshore  islands.  Expect  175  to  200 
species.  Led  by  Neil  Donaghy. 

Siemer  & Hand  Travel;  800-451-4321; 
travel@siemerhand.com 

Sep  28  to  Oct  10  - Veracruz,  River  of  Raptors 

Witness  the  world's  greatest  raptor  migration,  where 
single  day  counts  have  exceeded  700,000!  325+  birds 
including  30  raptors,  20  hummingbirds  and  35  war- 
bler species.  Led  by  Bob  Straub. 

Jaeger  Tours;  215-364-4407;  binnS@jaegertours.net 

Oct  24  to  Nov  7 - Jungle  Rivers  of  South  America 

Bird  up  some  of  South  America's  biggest  rivers, 
including  Orinoco  and  Amazon,  aboard  the  Clipper 
Adventurer  in  an  itinerary  adjusted  to  maximize 
birding  opportunities.  Led  by  John  Arvin. 

Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com 

Nov  15  to  Nov  26  - Fiji,  Republic  of  Vanuatu, 
and  New  Caledonia 

Cruise  from  the  Fiji  Islands  to  New  Caledonia,  an 
area  rich  in  endemic  birds.  Well-appointed  stops  in 
the  Vanuatu  and  New  Caledonia  islands  using  zodiacs 
will  aid  in  finding  the  endemics. 

Clipper  Cruise  line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
cspeiTy@intrav.com 


Please  contact  tour  company 
directly  for  information  and  reservation, 

and  tell  them  you  are  interested  in  the 
ABA-endorsed  tour.  Tour  companies  pay 
ABA  a commission  for  each 
ABA  participant. 
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Williamson's  Sapsucker, 
Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  and  other 
long-distance  vagrants  at  a Long 
Island,  New  York  stopover  site 


P.  A.  Buckley 

USGS-Patuxent  Wildlife  Research  Center 
Box  8 @ Graduate  School  of  Oceanography 
University  of  Rhode  Island 
Narragansett,  Rhode  Island  02882 
(email:  pabuckley@usgs.gov  and 
pabuckley@uri.edu) 

S.  S.  Mitra 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  Science 
University  of  Rhode  Island 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island  02881 
PRESENT  ADDRESS: 
Department  of  Biology 
CUNY— College  of  Staten  Island 
2800  Victory  Boulevard 
Staten  Island,  New  York  10314 
(email:  mitra@mail.csi.cuny.edu) 


ABSTRACT 

Six  taxa  new  to — variously — New  York,  the 
East  Coast,  and  eastern  North  America  are 
described  and  illustrated  from  Fire  Island, 
Long  Island,  New  York.  Williamsons  Sap- 
sucker,  Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  Cassin’s  Vireo, 
Western  Warbling-Vireo,  Sonora  Yel- 
lowthroat,  and  Pink-sided  Junco  were  cap- 
tured and  documented  during  a 1995-2001 
mist-netting  study  examining  the  ecological 
relationships  among  migratory  birds,  Deer 
Ticks,  and  Lyme  Disease.  Two  earlier  Cassin’s 
Vireo  specimens  overlooked  by  nearly  all 
authors — the  first  for  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  respectively — are  also  illustrated,  as  is 
an  earlier  Western  Warbling-Vireo  from  Fire 
Island.  Identification  criteria  are  discussed  at 
length  for  all  taxa,  and  the  current  status  of 
all  six  as  vagrants  within  North  America  is 
summarized.  Finally,  the  importance  of 
favorable  sites  along  the  immediate  coastline 
in  the  Northeast  (and  by  extension,  in  the 
remainder  of  the  United  States  and  Canada) 
for  spring  vagrants  is  considered,  along  with 
the  implications  of  avian  vagrancy  patterns 
for  tick  dissemination. 

Keywords:  vagrancy,  Fire  Island, 

Williamson’s  Sapsucker,  Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher, Cassin’s  Vireo,  Western  Warbling- 
Vireo,  Sonora  Yellowthroat,  Pink-sided  Junco, 
Lyme  Disease,  Deer  Ticks. 

INTRODUCTION 

Shoreline  locations,  especially  islands  and 
promontories,  are  well-known  for  attracting 
and  concentrating  transcontinental  vagrants 
on  both  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts  (e.g., 
DeSante  and  Ainley  1980,  McLaren  1981, 
Sykes  1986,  Veit  and  Petersen  1993).  On 
Long  Island,  New  York,  the  140-km  barrier 
island  series  extending  from  Southampton, 
Suffolk  County,  west  to  Coney  Island  in  New 
York  City  has  long  been  known  as  a focus  for 
vagrant  landbirds  from  interior  and  far  west- 
ern North  America  (e.g.,  Cruickshank  1942; 
Buckley  1959),  and  the  longest  in  the  chain, 
Fire  Island,  has  proven  especially  productive 


once  easy  vehicular  access  was  attained  in 
1964  (Buckley  1974). 

Fire  Island  is  a narrow,  53-km  barrier 
island  separating  Great  South  Bay  and  the 
mainland  of  Long  Island  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  (Figure  1).  At  the  extreme  west  end  of 
Fire  Island  National  Seashore  (8  km  east  of 
Fire  Island  Inlet  and  90  km  east-northeast  of 
New  York  City),  is  the  area  known  as  the 
Lighthouse  Tract,  a 65-ha  section  of  natural 
vegetation  where  the  175-year-old  Fire  Island 
Lighthouse  stands.  There,  Fire  Island  nar- 
rows to  300  m from  bay  to  ocean,  with  low 
dune  vegetation  oceanward,  and  scattered 
native  Pitch  Pine  (Finns  rigida ) groves  alter- 
nating with  mixed  native  deciduous  shrub- 
thickets  bayward.  Major  plant  species  in  the 
deciduous  thickets  include  Bayberry  ( Mytica 
pensylvanica),  Low  Beach  Plum  ( Prunus  mar- 
itima ),  Highbush  Blueberry  (Vacdniutti 
corymbosum ),  Chokeberry  (Aroma 
arbutifolia),  American  Holly  ( Ilex  opaca),  Poi- 
son Ivy  (Toxicodendron  radicans ),  and  Cat- 
brier  ( Smilax  rotundifolia).  On  Fire  Island, 
most  landbirds  migrate  east  to  west  (i.e.,  in  a 
southwesterly  direction)  in  both  spring  and 
fall  and  are  concentrated  in  woody  vegetation 
along  the  island’s  north  side,  bordering  Great 
South  Bay. 

Within  the  Lighthouse  Tract,  two  mistnet- 
ting  sites  one  km  apart  were  established  and 
operated  from  1995  until  2001,  replicating 
similar  operations  from  1969  to  1973.  Some- 
time between  these  periods,  large  numbers  of 
White-tailed  Deer  (Odocoileits  Virginianus) 
moved  into  the  Lighthouse  Tract.  Their 
unfettered  movements  would  have  precluded 
use  of  mistnets,  so  two  deer-proof  exclosures 
(Figure  2)  were  established  at  the  old 
1969-1973  banding  sites:  one  of  0.9  ha  sur- 
rounding a Pitch  Pine  grove  west  of  the  light- 
house, and  one  of  1.2  ha  surrounding  a sec- 
tion of  maritime  shrub-thicket  east  of  the 
lighthouse.  In  the  pine  grove,  three  parallel 
net  lanes  30  m apart  were  oriented  perpendi- 
cular to  the  long  axis  of  Fire  Island,  hence 
also  perpendicular  to  the  route  of  travel  of 
most  migrating  birds.  Up  to  14  nylon  mist- 
nets,  12  m long,  3 m high,  with  4 shelves  and 
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Figure  1 . Position  of  the  Lighthouse  Tract  on  Fire  Island,  Suffolk  County,  Long  Island,  New  York,  relative  to  other  coastal  locations  in  the  northeastern  United  States. 
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36  mm  mesh,  were  placed  on  semi-perma- 
nent poles  in  three  parallel  lanes  in  the  pine 
grove;  in  the  shrub-thicket,  a single  16-net, 
bay-to-ocean  netlane  was  similarly  emplaced. 

In  the  course  of  banding  operations 
between  September  1995  and  November 
2001,  in  a large  study  examining  the  role  of 
birds  in  the  transmission  of  Deer  Ticks 
(Ixodes  scapularis/dcunmini ) and  the  Lyme 
Disease  spirochete  Bonelia  burgdorferi  (Mitra 
et  al.  in  review  a,  in  review  b),  about  30,000 
birds  were  handled.  As  in  earlier  work  at  this 
same  site  (Buckley  1974),  several  unexpected 
long-distance  vagrants  were  captured,  some 
of  them  extremely  rare  or  previously 
unknown  in  New  York,  on  the  Atlantic  Coast, 
or  even  in  eastern  North  America.  Unless 
otherwise  stated,  birds  reported  herein  were 
netted  by  SSM;  wing  measurements  were 
unflattened  (=wing  chord),  and  weights  were 
taken  with  an  Ohaus  electronic  balance  sen- 
sitive to  0.1  gm. 


WILLIAMSON'S  SAPSUCKER 

Sphyrapicus  thyroideus 

• Field  data 

AHY  (after  hatching  year;  not  juvenile) 
female,  22  June  1996,  in  the  pine  grove  (Fig- 
ures 3-4).  Biometrics:  wing  135.2  mm,  tail 
93.5  mm;  tarsus  22.4  mm;  nostril  to  bill  tip 
16.9  mm;  width  at  nostril  6.9  mm;  depth  at 
nostril  6.6  mm;  weight  46.5  g.  Belly  skin 
completely  bare,  as  in  nonvascularized 
brood-patch,  this  condition  extending  anteri- 
orly to  furcula;  orbital  ring  grayish  black;  no 
evident  molt  or  especially  worn  feathers; 
plumage  and  blunt  (not  tapered)  rectrices 
aged  it  as  AHY. 

* Discussion 

Identification,  sex,  and  age  (as  non-juvenile) 
of  this  individual  were  straightforward  (con- 
firmed by  comparison  of  photos  to  skins  in 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 


[AMNH]  shortly  afterward),  but  its  possible 
subspecific  origin  is  of  interest.  Two  races 
have  been  proposed  (Swarth  1917):  nomi- 
nate thyroideus  from  south-central  British 
Columbia  south  through  the  Cascades  into 
Baja  California,  and  nataliae  from  Idaho  and 
western  Montana  (formerly  southeastern 
British  Columbia)  south  through  the  Rockies 
into  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  Differences 
between  subspecies  are  slight,  involving  only 
a smaller,  shorter  bill  in  nataliae  (Raitt  1960; 
R.W.  Dickerman,  pers.  comm.);  consequently, 
many  recent  authorities  (e.g.,  Browning  in 
Pyle  1997a)  regard  nataliae  as  only  the  end  of 
a dine.  Nonetheless,  Raitt  (1960)  notes  that 
nataliae  is  more  migratory  than  thyroideus , 
and  indeed,  the  type  specimen  of  nataliae 
came  from  Mexico.  Davis  (1962)  analyzed 
the  southernmost  eight  records  of 
Williamsons  Sapsucker  he  was  aware  of,  find- 
ing that  six  were  females,  paralleling  a range- 
edge  sexual  asymmetry  in  the  other  three 
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North  American  sapsuckers,  In  any  case. 
Rocky  Mountain  breeders  are  known  to  wan- 
der and  are  closest  to  New  York,  so  should 
one  recognize  nataliae,  that  is  the  nearest 
breeding  subspecies.  Moreover,  on  the  basis 
of  bill  length  (16.9  mm),  the  Fire  Island 
female  resembles  nataliae:  bills  of  nine  non- 
juvenile female  nataliae  measured  by  SSM  at 
the  AMNH  ranged  from  17.0  to  20.4  mm 
(mean=18.3  mm),  whereas  four  non-juvenile 
female  thyroideus  ranged  from  20.5  to  21.2 
mm  (mean=20.9  mm). 

This  is  the  first  Williamson’s  Sapsucker  for 
the  East  Coast  and  thus  also  for  New  York. 
Closest  previous  occurrences  (one  each)  have 
been  in  central  Illinois,  central  Minnesota, 
and  southwestern  Louisiana  (A.O.U.  1998). 
Its  occurrence  in  New  York  in  the  third  week 
in  June  was  astonishing,  but  recently,  Kansas 
recorded  its  first  (Grzybowski  2001)  and 
Oklahoma  its  second  (Grzybowski  2000), 
both  also  on  seemingly  early  dates  (23  Sep- 
tember and  18  September,  respectively). 

CORDiLLERAN  FLYCATCHER 

Empidonax  occidentals 

• Field  data 

SY  (second  year;  = first  alternate)  male  (see 
below),  14-16  September  1995,  in  the  pine 
grove  (Figures  5-6).  Biometrics:  wing  70.0 
mm;  tail  52.5  mm;  culmen  8.2  mm;  weight 


10.7  g.  Primaries  and  secondaries  distinctly 
brownish,  not  blackish;  thin,  white  eyering, 
teardrop-shaped  posteriorly;  wing  and  tail 
worn,  bird  generally  not  in  fresh-looking 
plumage;  skull  fully  ossified.  When  released 
after  capture,  it  frequently  gave  thin,  high  seet 
in  flight  and  after  landing;  no  other  vocaliza- 
tions heard.  Netted  six  times  14-16  Septem- 
ber, first  by  R.  R Moore  (who  correctly  sus- 
pected it  was  in  the  “Western  Flycatcher” 
complex)  and  subsequently  by  PAB,  it 
remained  near  one  net-lane  the  entire  time, 
usually  foraging  and  perching  in  pitch  pines 
within  2 m of  the  ground. 

* Discussion 

The  best  methods  for  in-hand  separation  of 
silent  individuals  of  the  recently-split  (John- 
son and  Marten  1988)  Pacific-slope  and 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  fail  >30%  of  cases 
even  when  sex  is  known  (Johnson  1980, 
Pyle  1997b).  Moreover,  at  the  time  of  cap- 
ture we  were  unaware  of  measurements  used 
in  Pyle  (1997b)  that  might  have  helped,  so  it 
seemed  most  unlikely  this  individuals 
would  ever  be  aged  more  precisely  or  its 
species  determined. 

Nonetheless,  photographs  and  measure- 
ments were  forwarded  to  the  late  Ned  John- 
son, who  was  not  only  able  to  age  it  but  to 
determine  its  species.  His  reply  (Johnson,  in 
lift.)  is  excerpted  as  follows: 


“Your  bird  is  clearly  in  the  E.  occiden- 
talis-difficilis  group  as  you  surmised. 
Furthermore,  it  is  ...a  male  occiden- 
tals based  on  wing  length,  the  only 
datum  you  sent  that  is  diagnostic.  It 
is  [an  SY]  bird... on  the  basis  of  two 
generations  of  tertials...both  old  and 
new... In  contrast  to  the  tertials  of 
mixed  age,  all  other  remiges  and  rec- 
trices  are  old,  juvenal  feathers  show- 
ing moderate  wear,  and  in  the  rectri- 
ces,  the  rounded  tips  characteristic  of 
the  first  generation  of  tail  feathers. . .1 
am  absolutely  certain  that  your  bird 
is  [approximately  15  months  old] 
based  on  plumage,  and  am  confident 
that  it  is  a male  based  on  size.  It  is 
way  too  large  to  be  a Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher.” 

These  results  were  surprising  for  several 
reasons.  First,  it  is  almost  a given  that  long- 
distance vagrants  along  oceanic  coasts  in 
autumn  are  HYs  (hatching-year  birds),  so 
finding  an  adult  was  unexpected.  Second, 
mid-September  is  somewhat  in  advance  of 
the  peak  of  most  passerine  vagrants  on  Long 
Island,  which  are  more  commonly  found 
October  and  November  (with  some  excep- 
tions), suggesting  another  nonbreeder.  Third, 
while  Cordilleran  Flycatcher  breeds  through- 
out the  Rockies  and  thus  much  closer  than 
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Figures  3, 4.  AHY  female  Williamson's  Sapsucker,  Fire  Island  Lighthouse,  Suffolk  County,  New  York,  22  June  1 996.  Photographs  by  S.  S.  Mitra. 


the  well-named  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher 
(which  does  breed  farther  north  but  only 
along  the  immediate  Pacific  coast),  to  date 
the  handful  of  non-specimen  vagrant 
“Western  Flycatchers”  in  the  East  that 
have  been  identified  to  species  by  voice 
have  been  claimed  as  only  Pacific-slope. 

According  to  the  American  Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union’s  Check-list  (1998),  Pacific- 
slope  Flycatcher  breeds  from  southeastern 
Alaska  and  central  British  Columbia  south 
to  southwestern  California  (generally 
west  of  the  Sierras)  to  the  mountains  of 
Baja  California  and  winters  from  southern 
California  (rarely),  southern  Baja,  and 
northwestern  Mexico  south  to  the  Isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec  in  Oaxaca,  essentially 
in  a narrow  strip  along  the  Pacific  Coast. 

In  contrast,  Cordilleran  is  given  as  breed- 
ing from  west-central  Alberta,  northern 
Idaho,  central  Montana,  Wyoming,  and 
western  South  Dakota  south  to  northeast- 
ern California,  central  Nevada,  and  south- 
eastern Arizona,  and  wintering  in  Mexi- 
can mountains  south  to  Oaxaca.  Note 
that  the  breeding  range  for  Cordilleran  in 
Sibley  (2000)  ends  at  central  Idaho  and 
the  extreme  southern  edge  of  Montana; 
Johnson  (1980)  correctly  has  it  breeding 
east  to  the  Chisos  Mountains  in  west 
Texas;  and  the  Texas  Checklist  (Texas 
Ornithological  Society  1995)  indicates  breed- 
ing in  the  Chisos,  Davis,  and  Guadeloupe 
Mountains. 

Pacific-slope  has  been  claimed  by  vocaliza- 
tions as  a vagrant  to  Pennsylvania  (twice: 
McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000),  and  North 
Carolina  (Davis  2000),  and  has  been  col- 
lected in  fall  in  Louisiana  at  least  three  times 
(S.  Cardiff,  D.  Dittmann,  and  D.  Muth,  in 
litt.).  In  contrast,  Cordilleran  Flycatcher 
prior  to  this  record  was  known  in  the  East 
only  by  two  specimens  from  Louisiana.  In 
addition,  indeterminate  or  silent  “Western 
Flycatchers”  have  been  identified  in  fall/win- 
ter  in  Iowa  (Johnson  1994),  New  Jersey 
(Walsh  et  al.  1999),  Pennsylvania  (Burgiel  et 
al.  2002),  Virginia  (Scott  and  Cutler  1974 
[not  reviewed],  Blom  et  al.  1994),  and 
Alabama  (Duncan  and  Duncan  2003). 

Vocalizations  of  the  North  Carolina  and 
two  of  the  three  Pennsylvania  “Westerns” 
were  recorded  and  assayed  as  “typical”  of 
Pacific-slope  and  not  Cordilleran.  Yet  this 
identification  might  not  be  as  unequivocal  as 
believed,  given  the  debate  on  the  Internet  for 
almost  10  years  about  overlapping  and  non- 
exclusive calls  of  both  species  and  claims  that 
individuals  have  been  heard  giving  calls  of 
both  species  in  various  breeding  locations. 
However,  although  we  are  unaware  of  any 
published  studies  confirming  these  beliefs, 
we  also  suspect  that  the  complete  vocal  reper- 
tories of  both  sexes  of  both  taxa  remain  to  be 
elucidated.  For  example,  it  is  believed  that 


female  Pacific-slopes  give  a diagnostic,  high 
thin  sect  (cf.  Sibley  2000),  yet  the  Long  Island 
individual,  a male  Cordilleran,  gave  the  same 
kind  of  vocalization,  which  according  to 
Johnson  (in  litt.)  “is  given  by  both  sexes  of 
both  species  in  alarm.” 

As  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  five  Louisiana 
specimens  (three  Pacific-Slope  and  two 
Cordilleran)  and  the  New  York  Cordilleran 
represent  the  only  records  of  “Western”  Fly- 
catchers in  eastern  North  America  whose  spe- 
cific identities  are  supported  by  direct  exami- 
nation and  morphological  evidence. 

CASSIN'S  VIRE0 

Vireo  cassinii 

• Field  data 

HY  (hatching  year;  = first-basic),  sex 
unknown,  19  October  2001,  in  the  pine  grove 
(Figures  7-13).  Biometrics:  wing  71.0  mm; 
tail  51.5  mm;  primary  projection  17.0  mm; 
weight  14.9  gm;  skull  unossified;  fat  class  O. 
A gray-green  vireo  dorsally,  with  throat  and 
upper  breast  washed  off-white  (in  stark  con- 
trast to  six  HY  Blue-headeds  captured  the 
same  day  whose  breasts  were  glistening 
white);  smudged  auriculars  blending  into  off- 
white  throat  (again  in  striking  contrast  to 
sharply  delineated  cheeks  contrasting  with 
the  bright  white  throats  of  the  day’s  Blue- 
headeds);  dark  loral  stripe  gray  and  indistinct; 
flanks  washed  yellow-olive;  undertail  coverts 
washed  yellow;  nape,  auriculars,  and  crown 


very  slightly  grayer  than  back,  but  all  dark 
portions  of  head  with  obvious  greenish  tones 
(wholly  unlike  cold  slaty-blue  tones  of  Blue- 
headeds);  almost  no  color  difference/contrast 
between  head  and  back;  narrow  white  edging 
to  outer  vanes  of  outermost  rectrices,  but  no 
internal  white  in  either  vanes. 

* Discussion 

Separation  of  Cassin’s  from  Blue-headed  can 
at  times  be  difficult.  Extremely  bright  Cassin’s 
can  overlap  extremely  dull  Blue-headeds,  and 
there  are  individuals  that  cannot  be  safely 
assigned  to  either  species  in  the  field  (and 
perhaps  even  as  specimens;  Heindel  1996). 
Fortunately,  in  the  hand,  the  immediately 
obvious  off-white  breast,  smudged  auriculars, 
and  uniformly  grayish-olive  head  and  back 
fell  well  into  the  Cassin’s  range.  Its  off-white 
breast  does  not  show  especially  well  in  the 
photographs,  but  this  is  an  artifact  of  expo- 
sure, as  the  off-white  breast  was  explicitly 
noted  in  the  original  written  description.  In 
examining  skins  at  the  AMNH,  we  noted  that 
circa  75%  of  cassinii  show  off-white  under- 
parts— a condition  shared  by  only  two  of  50 
specimens  labeled  solitarius  from  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  Maryland.  Furthermore,  one 
of  these  two  off-white  “ solitarius ” is  a skin 
from  the  Lawrence  Collection  unlabeled  as  to 
date  or  location,  and  the  other  is  New  Jersey’s 
first  cassinii  ( see  below).  Additional  investi- 
gation revealed  that  while  on  balance  rectrix 
edging  on  Blue-headeds  is  broader  (thus 
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Figures  5, 6.  SY  male  Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  Fire  Island  Lighthouse,  Suffolk  County,  New  York,  16  September  1995.  Photographs  byP.  A.  Buckley. 


appearing  “whiter”)  than  on  Cassin’s,  a more 
revealing  feature  was  the  presence  of  upside- 
down  V-shaped  notches  at  the  tip  of  the  inner 
vanes  of  the  outermost  rectrix  in  many/most 
Blue-headeds — formed  by  expansion  of  the 
white  edging  on  the  inner  webs  (Figure  11). 
This  notch  would  also  emphasize  the  effect  of 
more  white  in  tail  feathers,  especially  when 
flashed.  Well-developed  examples  of  this  fea- 
ture are  lacking  among  AMNH  Cassins  spec- 
imens, so  we  suggest  that  its  presence  may  be 
sufficient  to  identify  a suspect  bird  as  a Blue- 
headed, although  its  absence  (as  in  the  Fire 
Island  vireo)  is  only  highly  suggestive  of 
Cassins. 

While  there  has  been  considerable  recent 
discussion  on  the  Internet  about  field  sepa- 
ration of  Cassin’s  and  Blue-headed  Vireos,  the 
only  published  paper  is  by  Matt  Heindel 
(1996).  The  points  noted  on  the  Fire  Island 
bird  are  in  line  with  his  suggested  field 
marks,  and  after  we  sent  him  the  photo- 
graphs for  comment,  he  concurred  with  our 
identification  as  Cassin’s.  The  photographs 
clearly  document  the  absence  of  contrast 
between  auricular  and  throat — regarded  by 
Heindel  (in  litt.)  as  “the  single  best  mark” 
separating  the  species — and  the  absence  of 
contrast  between  crown  and  back.  Measure- 
ments are  of  little  use  in  the  identification  of 
skins  or  birds  in  the  hand,  owing  to  apprecia- 
ble overlap  in  nearly  all  mensural  characters 
throughout  the  “Solitary  Vireo”  complex. 
Multivariate  analyses  might  prove  helpful  but 
have  not  yet  been  done. 

Cassin’s  Vireo  breeds  along  the  Pacific 
Coast  from  California  through  Oregon  and 
Washington  to  central  British  Columbia, 
thence  east  to  southwestern  Alberta  and 
south  to  western  Montana  and  central  Idaho, 
and  winters  from  extreme  southwestern 


United  States  (California,  Arizona)  south 
through  the  mountains  to  Guatemala.  It  is 
known  in  migration  from  Wyoming,  Col- 
orado, and  New  Mexico  but  is  rare  in  western 
Texas.  Fall  vagrants  are  known  from 
Louisiana;  one  was  photographed  at  Cape 
Ann,  Massachusetts  in  mid-November,  and 
another  was,  netted  along  the  St.  Lawrence  in 
Quebec  in  September;  there  are  also  three 
spring  sight  records  of  birds  believed  to  be 
Cassin’s:  South  Burlington,  Vermont  (Perkins 
1997),  plus  Cap  Tourmente,  Quebec,  and 
Chicago,  Illinois  (Heindel  1996).  Sibley 
(2000)  indicates  additional  vagrants  from 
Alaska,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma. 

Phillips  (1991:  191)  reported  without 
details  or  comment  the  occurrence  of  two 
vagrant  Cassin’s  Vireo  specimens  in  the 
AMNH,  one  from  New  Jersey  and  one  from 
New  York.  These  records  have  been  over- 
looked by  or  unknown  to  most  authors;  once 
located,  we  thus  examined  them  closely  (Fig- 
ures 12-13).  Each  bore  the  label  notation 
“cassinii  ARP  79”  in  Phillips’s  handwriting. 

The  New  York  skin  (AMNH  763822) 
Phillips  called  a “mummy.”  It  is  a badly  flat- 
tened and  desiccated  HY  found  27  December 
1958  at  Great  Neck,  Nassau  County,  Long 
Island.  It  would  appear  to  have  been  dead  for 
some  time  when  found;  it  also  seems  dirty, 
with  little  or  no  yellow  visible  anywhere  and 
might  profit  from  careful  washing.  Judging  by 
its  dull  grayish  head,  dull  greenish-gray  back 
and  rump,  typically  blurred  auricular/throat 
border,  and  absence  of  large  internal  white 
markings  on  the  inner  web  of  r6,  the  identifi- 
cation as  Cassin’s  is  warranted.  (The  bird’s 
breast  is  flattened  and  feathers  are  missing,  so 
color  cannot  be  reliably  determined.)  The 
New  Jersey  skin  (AMNH  417404,  19  Novem- 
ber 1933,  Barnegat,  Ocean  County)  is  in 


excellent  condition  and  is  a 
classic  HY,  with  off-white 
breast  and  belly,  dull  gray 
head,  dull  greenish-gray  back 
and  rump,  and  no  internal 
white  on  r6.  The  label  says 
female,  but  Phillips  has  added 
“imm.  male?".  The  Barnegat 
specimen  is  New  Jersey’s  first 
Cassin’s  Vireo,  and  the  Great 
Neck  and  Fire  Island  birds  rep- 
resent New  York’s  first  and  sec- 
ond, respectively.  It  is  likely 
that  as  attention  is  paid  to  late 
or  odd-looking  supposed  Blue- 
headed Vireos,  Cassin’s  will 
take  its  place  among  expected 
vagrants  at  appropriate  East 
Coast  sites. 

WESTERN  WARBLING-VIREO 

Vireo  swainsonii 

Field  data 

HY  (=  first-basic),  sex  unknown,  29  Septem- 
ber 1998,  in  the  pine  grove  (Figures  14-15). 
Biometrics:  wing  69.2  mm;  tail  50.3  mm; 
exposed  culmen  8.3  mm,  nostril  to  bill  tip  7.1 
mm,  width  at  nostril  3.5  mm,  depth  at  nostril 
3.4  mm;  tarsus  18.3  mm;  plO  minus  primary 
coverts  3.0  mm  (right),  2.8  mm  (left);  pri- 
mary projection  13.4  mm.  Attention  immedi- 
ately attracted  by  buffy  wingbar  (greater  sec- 
ondary coverts)  and  very  small  bill;  dark 
upper  mandible  with  pale  horn  tomium;  dull 
grey  crown  contrasting  with  greener 
back/rump;  flanks  washed  olive;  retained  ter- 
tials  and  greater  coverts. 

* Discussion 

Warbling-vireos  are  uncommon  enough  in 
fall  on  East  Coast  barrier  beaches  to  warrant 
close  inspection.  This  individual’s  tiny  bill 
and  buffy  wingbars  attracted  attention  fol- 
lowing the  paper  by  Voelker  and  Rohwer 
(1998)  remarking  that  the  presence  of  wing- 
bars  on  any  fall  warbling-vireo  should  imme- 
diately suggest  Western. 

We  follow  Sibley  and  Monroe  (1990)  and 
Phillips  (1991)  in  treating  North  American 
warbling-vireos  as  comprising  two  biological 
species,  a split  based  on  differences  in  genet- 
ics (Murray  et  al.  1994),  song,  (J.  Barlow  and 
B.  McGillivray,  unpubl.),  and  ecology  (differ- 
ing prebasic  molts;  breeding  habitat  prefer- 
ences; wintering  areas;  and  responses  to  cow- 
bird  parasitism);  English  names  for  the  two 
taxa  come  from  the  Seventh  A.O.U.  Check- 
list. Unpublished  studies  by  J.  Barlow  and 
others  report  reproductive  isolation  where 
Eastern  and  Western  Warbling-Vireos  meet  in 
Alberta,  although  Phillips  (1991) — based  on 
single  Alberta  and  Texas  specimens  he 
reported  without  morphological  informa- 
tion— claimed  that  intergradation  or 


hybridization  was  occurring  somewhere. 
Full  details  proposing  two  species  of  North 
American  warbling-vireos  still  await  formal 
publication. 

Phillips  (1991)  recognized  four  subspecies 
in  Western  Warbling- Vireo  (see  also  Gardali 
and  Ballard  2000),  but  only  the  two  migra- 
tory races,  swainsonii  (Pacific  coast  and  Great 
Basin  breeders)  and  brewsteri  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain breeders)  were  considered  possibilities  as 
vagrants  to  New  York.  Swainsonii  occupies  a 
Pacific  coastal  range  analogous  to  that-  of 
Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  and  Cassin’s  Vireo, 
whereas  brewsteri' s Rocky  Mountain  range 
parallels  those  of  Plumbeous  Vireo  (V 
plumbeus)  and  Cordilleran  Flycatcher. 

Characters  distinguishing  Western  War- 
bling-Vireo  ( swainsonii/brewsteri ) from  East- 
ern Warbling- Vireo  (gi  Ivus)  include  the  fol- 
lowing: 

• HY  swainsonii/brewsteri  retain  Juvenal 
greater  secondary  coverts  during  southbound 
migration,  whereas  HY  gilvus  molt  these 
feathers  before  migrating  (Voelker  and 
Rohwer  1998).  The  retained  Juvenal  greater 
coverts  of  southbound  HY  swainsonii/brew- 
steri  are  recognizable  not  only  by  virtue  of 
their  age  and  wear  but  also  because  their  nar- 
row, discrete  buffy  tips  produce 
a distinct  buffy  wingbar.  In  con- 
trast, the  freshly  replaced  greater 
coverts  of  southbound  HY  gilvus 
have  indistinct  pale  margins 
wholly  lacking  buffy  tones  or 
conspicuous  contrast  with 
feather  interiors  (Figure  16); 

• Color  contrast  present  on 
upperparts  between  grayer  ante- 
rior areas  (head  and  back  on 
swainsonii , head  only  on  brew- 
steri) and  greener  posterior 
areas  (rump  on  swainsonii,  back 
and  rump  on  brewsteri).  In 
gilvus,  the  upperparts  are  more 
uniformly  grayish  with  a brown 
or  olive  tinge  (Pyle  1997a;  pers. 
obs.); 

• Upper  mandible  grayish  and 
darker  than  the  dusky  horn 
color  shown  by  gilvus ; 

• Bill  shorter  than  gilvus  (Pyle 
1997a:  6.5-7.9,  vs.  7.5-8.8); 

• Bill  less  deep  than  gilvus  (Pyle 
1997a:  3.3-3.8,  vs.  3.6-4. 1); 

• Body  size  (wing  and  tail 
length)  slightly  smaller  than 
gilvus  (swainsonii)  or  similar  to 
gilvus  ( brewsteri );  and 

• Flanks  washed  grayish- 
olive/yellow-olive  (yellow  in 
gilvus). 

In  all  critical  respects — par- 
ticularly the  qualitatively  diag- 
nostic retention  of  buffy  wing- 
bars  and  the  quantitatively  diag- 


nostic bill  morphology — the  September  1998 
bird  resembles  Western  Warbling-Vireo  and 
differs  from  Eastern.  The  question  of  subspe- 
cific designation  is  more  subtle. 

Characters  further  distinguishing  brewsteri 
from  swainsonii  include  the  following: 

• Bill  shorter  still  than  in  swainsonii  (bills  of 
four  brewsteri  examined  at  AMNH  averaged 
7.1  mm,  whereas  those  of  13  swainsonii  aver- 
aged 7.5  mm; 

• Break  between  grayish  and  greenish  dorsal 
areas  occurs  between  crown  and  back  in 
brewsteri  but  between  back  and  rump  in 
swainsonii; 

• Wing  longer  than  in  swainsonii,  similar  to 
gilvus  (66-75  mm  for  brewsteri  vs.  62-71  mm 
for  swainsonii:  Pyle  1997a); 

• Tail  longer  than  swainsonii,  similar  to  gilvus 
(49-56  mm  for  brewsteri  vs.  46-53  mm  for 
swainsonii : Pyle  1997a);  and 

• Flanks  washed  grayish-olive  vs.  yellow- 
olive  in  swainsonii  and  yellow  in  gilvus. 

In  nearly  all  respects,  the  1998  vireo  is  closest 
to  brewsteri.  This  resemblance  is  particularly 
striking  with  respect  to  bill  size  but  is  also 
evident  in  plumage  characters  and  in  wing 
and  tail  length  when  one  considers  the  bird’s 
age  (HY).  Thus,  we  allocate  it  to  that  taxon. 


After  the  preceding  had  been  written, 
examination  of  slides  of  handheld  birds  net- 
ted at  the  same  Fire  Island  location  in 
1969-1973  (Buckley  1974)  revealed  the  pres- 
ence of  a second  HY  Western  Warbling-Vireo, 
with  worn  wing-bars  and  a slightly  smaller 
bill,  that  had  been  netted  by  PAB  in  the  pine 
grove  on  26  September  1969  (Figure  17). 
Although  wingbars  on  fall-migrant  warbling- 
vireos  are  categorically  diagnostic  of  Western, 
the  subspecific  identity  of  this  individual 
(i.e.,  swainsonii/brewsteri)  is  indeterminable 
because  measurements  were  not  taken  and 
because  various  details  of  plumage  are  not 
visible  in  the  photograph. 

While  both  Fire  Island  swainsonii  show 
obvious  buffy  wingbars,  the  greater  coverts  of 
the  1969  bird  appear  considerably  more  worn 
than  those  of  the  1998  bird,  suggesting  the 
former  was  slightly  older,  had  perhaps  trav- 
eled farther,  or  both.  In  contrast,  the  fresh, 
unworn  wings  of  a southbound  HY  gilvus 
(Figure  16)  are  devoid  of  contrasting  feather 
edgings,  affording  a useful  comparison 
between  the  two  species.  Note  also  the  ves- 
tigial plO  on  gilvus  (similar  in  swainsonii), 
slightly  longer  than  adjacent  primary  coverts; 
in  Philadelphia  Vireo,  which  at  times  can 


Figures  7-10.  HY  Cassin's  Vireo,  sex  unknown,  Fire  Island  Lighthouse,  Suffolk  County,  New  York,  19  October  2001 . Photographs  by  Patrick  Doyle. 


'0LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  3 


297 


look  remarkably  similar,  plO  is  usually 
absent,  but  if  present  is  strikingly  shorter 
than  the  primary  coverts. 

The  true  extent  of  eastern  vagrancy  in 
Western  Warbling-Vireo  is  presently 
unknown,  perhaps  because  diagnostic  fea- 
tures have  only  recently  been  worked  out.  At 
the  moment  (e.g.,  Phillips  1991),  vagrant 
swainsonii  has  been  reported  east  of  its  normal 
range  only  from  Louisiana  and  Florida  (one 
specimen  each),  whereas  Rocky  Mountain 
brewstcri  was  unknown  as  a vagrant  prior  to 
the  present  bird.  On  the  East  Coast,  a Western 
Warbling-Vireo  (nominate  swainsonii ; no 
published  age  or  sex)  was  identified  by 
Phillips  in  a 29  October  1956  Leon  County, 
Florida  tower  kill  (Phillips  1991,  Stevenson 
and  Anderson  1994),  and  another  (subspecies 
unclaimed)  was  taped  singing  in  Miami, 
Florida  in  April  2001  (Pranty  2001);  these  are 
the  only  additional  eastern  vagrants  we  know 
of.  Thus,  the  Fire  Island  birds  are  not  only  the 
first  two  Western  Warbling-Vireos  for  New 
York,  but  just  the  fourth  and  fifth  in  eastern 
North  America.  Two  Western  Warbling- 
Vireos  at  Fire  Island  within  a narrow  span  of 
dates,  several  weeks  later  than  the  usual  fall 
occurrence  of  Eastern  Warbling-Vireos,  sug- 
gests a migratory  window,  so  we  would  not  be 
surprised  if  re-examination  of  museum  speci- 
mens and  close  attention  to  the  plumages  of 
fall  warbling-vireos  added  this  taxon  to  the 
list  of  anticipated  East  Coast  vagrants. 

SONORA  YELL0WTHR0AT 

Geothlypis  trichas  chryseola 

• Field  data 

SY  (by  retained  juvenal  rectrices),  male,  18 
May  1997,  in  the  pine  grove  (Figures  18-20). 
Biometrics:  wing  58.9  mm;  tail  55.5  mm;  nos- 


tril to  bill  tip:  8.4  mm;  width  at  nostril  2.9 
mm;  depth  at  nostril  3.3  mm;  tarsus  20.8 
mm;  weight  11.6  gm.  A large,  long-billed 
male  yellowthroat  strikingly  bright  yellow 
from  chin  to  vent,  slightly  duller  in  lower 
abdomen;  back  yellowish-green,  lacking 
brown  tones;  flanks  with  slight  olive  wash 
but  lacking  brown  tones;  forehead  band 
extremely  broad  and  bright  white  with  just  a 
trace  of  yellowish — radically  different  than 
those  of  local  Common  Yellowthroats 
(trichas). 

* Discussion 

This  yellowthroat  stood  apart  from  any  we 
have  ever  seen  in  the  East  or  netted  at  Fire 
Island.  Examination  of  the  extensive  yel- 
lowthroat series  at  the  AMNH  revealed  no 
eastern  United  States  yellowthroats  (hrachi- 
dactylus,  trichas,  typhicola,  ignota,  or  mari- 
landica  [auct.] — -all  subsumed  in  nominate 
trichas  by  Pyle  1997a)  even  approaching  this 
individual.  Pertinently,  of  400+  in  the  AMNH 
labeled  nominate  trichas , only  four  resembled 
the  subject  bird:  all  were  from  Mexico  and 
were  clearly  mislabeled  chiyseola  (AMNH 
707061,  707062,  707063,  and  801580). 

Average  measurements  (mm)  of  five  Mexi- 
can-breeding  chiyseola  (=melanops):  wing 
59.9,  tail  55.1,  bill  from  nostril  8.4,  width  2.8, 
depth  3.4,  tarsus  19.7;  of  four  Mexican 
“ trichas ” ( =chryseola ):  wing  59.2,  tail  55.2, 
bill  from  nostril  8.4,  width  2.9,  depth  3.6;  and 
of  three  Arizona  chiyseola:  wing  57.0,  tail 
54.1,  bill  from  nostril  8.2,  width  2.9,  depth 

3.2,  tarsus,  19.8.  By  contrast,  159  male  trichas 
banded  at  Fire  Island  during  May  1996-1999 
averaged  wing  55.1  (SD  = 2.0),  and  69  breed- 
ing trichas  from  Rhode  Island  (1993-2000) 
averaged  tail  51.8  (SD  = 1.8),  bill  from  nostril 

8.2,  width  2.9,  depth  3.4,  and  tarsus  20.2. 


Thus,  the  Fire  Island  chryseola  matches 
known  chryseola  not  only  in  plumage  but 
also  in  its  significantly  longer  wing  (one- 
tailed  t-test  comparing  a single  observation 
with  a sample  mean:  t = 1.9,  df  = 158,  P < 
0.05)  and  tail  (t  = 2.1,  df  = 68,  P < 0.05),  and 
slightly  longer  bill  (Phillips  et  al.  1964,  Ober- 
holser  and  Kincaid  1974). 

Of  all  eastern  North  American  yel- 
lowthroats, that  with  yellowest  ventral  color 
is  Bahama  Yellowthroat,  G.  rostrata , at  first 
blush  a taxon  one  might  expect  more  likely  to 
occur  on  Long  Island  than  one  from  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley.  However,  unlike  chiyseola, 
rostrata  is  nonmigratory  and  exceedingly 
sedentary — to  the  extent  of  having  at  least 
three  subspecies  in  a species  endemic  to  the 
Bahamas.  And  while  there  are  at  least  two 
reports  from  mainland  Florida  (including  one 
mistnetted  that  escaped  before  being  pho- 
tographed or  measured  [Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994:  595]),  it  is  not  generally 
regarded  as  having  occurred  on  mainland 
North  America. 

Like  the  Fire  Island  bird,  G.  rostrata  is 
larger,  longer-billed,  and  more  extensively 
yellow  ventrally  than  eastern  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats. Nevertheless,  Bahama  Yel- 
lowthroat differs  from  the  Fire  Island  bird  in 
having  a more  extensively  black  forehead,  in 
having  a grayish  crown  (nominate  rostrata), 
and  in  its  frontal  band  breadth  and  color 
(narrow  and  gray  in  nominate  rostrata,  nar- 
row and  yellow  in  coiyi,  and  very  narrow  and 
yellow  in  tanneri).  Moreover,  the  Fire  Island 
male  was  below  Ridgway’s  (1902)  and  Cur- 
son  et  al.’s  (1994)  measurements  for  male  G. 
rostrata  in  wing  and  tarsus  and  was  only  0.5 
mm  above  the  shortest  tail.  Thus,  the  Fire 
Island  bird  clearly  does  not  fit  Bahama  Yel- 
lowthroat in  plumage  or  measurements,  but 
it  matches  chryseola  exactly.  Comparison  of 
the  photographs  with  skins  of  G.  rostrata  in 
the  AMNH  affirmed  this  conclusion. 

Sonora  Yellowthroat  (the  vernacular  name 
is  from  Oberholser  and  Kincaid  1974)  breeds 
in  riparian  habitat  from  the  southeastern 
quadrant  of  Arizona,  through  southern  New 
Mexico  and  then  along  the  Rio  Grande  in 
extreme  western  Texas,  south  into  Mexico 
through  northeastern  Sonora  to  Durango  and 
Zacatecas.  Partly  resident  (Phillips  et  al. 
1964),  it  also  winters  from  southern  Arizona 
east  to  southern  Texas  as  well  as  in  Mexico 
(A.O.U.  1957).  However,  hints  that  it  might 
not  be  as  “resident”  as  previously  thought  are 
provided  by  Texas  specimens  collected 
beyond  its  known  breeding  range  in  Presidio 
to  the  northwest  and  eastward  to  the  central 
and  lower  Texas  coast  in  Victoria  County  and 
Cameron  County,  respectively  (Oberholser 
and  Kincaid  1974). 

Species  limits  in  the  largely  allopatric  yel- 
lowthroats of  the  southwestern  United  States 
and  Mexico  remain  to  be  considered  critically 


using  a variety  of  techniques.  However,  given 
the  presumed  sedentary  nature  of  many  yel- 
lowthroat  populations,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  sole  molecular  study  to  date  (Zink 
and  Klicka  1990)  found  high  levels  of  genetic 
differentiation.  Using  allozyme  electrophore- 
sis, they  compared  several  yellowthroat  taxa 
as  far  apart  as  Minnesota,  Baja  California,  and 
Peru,  including  chyseola.  Results  were  tenta- 
tive owing  to  small  samples,  but  they  did  find 
higher  levels  of  partitioning  of  genetic  varia- 
tion among  geographic  samples  than 
expected,  which  they  interpreted  as  generally 
supporting  the  relatively  large  number  (12—) 
of  yellowthroat  subspecies  described  to  date. 
In  another  study,  principal  component  analy- 
sis of  Texas  yellowthroat  subspecies  using 
wing,  tail,  culmen,  and  tarsus  measurements 
found  spring  male  chryseola  (n=4)  set  apart 
from  the  main  point-cloud  (Coldren  1994), 
also  hinting  at  this  taxon’s  distinctiveness. 

This  is  among  the  most  unexpected 
vagrants  ever  to  have  appeared  in  the  North- 
east; its  arrival  on  a day  of  a large  flight  of 
trichas  yellowthroats  suggests  its  having 
mixed  with  them  somewhere  in  winter.  This 
is  apparently  the  first  occurrence  of  this 
taxon  away  from  Mexico,  Texas,  New  Mex- 
ico, and  Arizona. 

PINK-SIDED  JUNCO 

Junco  (hyemalis?)  mearnsi 

• Field  data 

SY  (by  retained  juvenal  remiges  and  rectri- 
ces),  female,  2 May  2002,  in  the  deciduous 
shrub-thicket  (Figures  21-24).  Biometrics: 
wing  74.2  mm;  tail  65.5  mm;  nostril  to  tip  8.5 
mm;  width  at  nostril  4.7  mm;  depth  at  nostril 
5.7  mm;  tarsus  21.0  mm;  primary  projection 
13.1  mm;  fat  class  2.  Extremely  late  migrant 
junco  (latest  northbound  hyemalis  captured 
at  Fire  Island  1996-1999  were  singles  on  21 
and  22  April)  with  pale  bluish-gray  hood; 
lores  blackish,  contrasting  with  pale  face; 
crown  blue-gray,  tinged  with  brown  in  center; 
back  brown,  tinged  buffy,  with  abrupt  borders 
with  rump  and  hood;  tertials  worn  but  retain- 
ing some  rufous  edging;  rump  gray,  tinged 
bluish;  lower  margin  of  bib  convex,  abrupt  to 
white  belly;  sides  and  flanks  a striking  buffy- 
cinnamon  tinged  with  pink  and  gray,  this 
color  extending  upward  to  create  contrasting 
wedge  between  bib  and  upperparts;  tarsi 
vinaceous;  r4  white  patch  small-medium 
(Figure  23);  undertail  coverts  white,  tinged 
buff;  bill  deep  pink  but  discolored/stained 
dark  at  tip. 

* Discussion 

Examination  of  skins  at  the  AMNH  con- 
firmed our  original  identification  as  Pink- 
sided, although  because  most  meamsi  in  the 
AMNH  were  winter-  or  migration-taken,  it 


Figures  12, 13.  HY  Cassin's  Vireos  in  AMNH  collections  from  (upper)  Barnegat,  Ocean  County,  New  Jersey,  17  November  1933, 
and  (lower)  Great  Neck,  Nassau  County,  New  York,  27  December  1958.  Photographs  byP.  A.  Buckley. 


proved  difficult  locating  likely  breeding-area 
skins  from  May  for  comparison.  Still,  we  did 
find  three  spring  females  from  Wyoming, 
Colorado,  and  Montana  that  were  at  least 
near,  if  not  in,  their  breeding  areas.  All  of 
these  are  very  close  in  plumage  to  the  Fire 
Island  female,  and  AMNH  38777  (4  May 
1894,  Deer  Lodge,  Montana)  is  particularly 
so  (Figure  25).  Although  this  specimen’s 
side/flank  color  appears  wider  and  possibly 
more  intense  than  the  Fire  Island  female’s, 
this  could  be  due  to  age  (SY  vs.  ASY),  wear,  or 
artifacts  of  photography  or  skin  preparation. 
Some  skins  were  made  by  merging  the  hanks 
medially,  while  others  had  their  flanks  pulled 
apart  laterally.  In  particular,  two  March  1917 
skins  by  Austin  Paul  Smith  (lovely,  as  always) 
were  made  up  to  spread  their  flanks  and  sides 
up  over  their  folded  wings,  thereby  exagger- 


ating flank  prominence.  As  with  “Solitary 
Vireos,”  at  this  stage  in  our  knowledge  meas- 
urements are  of  little  identification  help, 
owing  to  appreciable  overlap  in  most  mensu- 
ral characters  of  many  of  the  North  American 
junco  taxa.  Multivariate  analyses  involving 
large  samples  of  breeding  material  from  the 
many  named  populations  might  well  prove 
useful — but  they  remain  to  be  done. 

The  taxonomy  and  nomenclature  of  the 
various  junco  populations  has  long  been 
complex  and  confused.  For  example,  Pyle 
(1997),  the  most  recent  assayer  of  junco  sub- 
species, cites  several  more  recent  sources  dis- 
agreeing with  Miller  (1941 , author  of  the  last 
monographic  treatment  of  all  the  North 
American  juncos),  and  there  has  not  been  a 
complete  review  using  modern  molecular 
and  morphological  techniques,  application  of 
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Figures  14,15.  HY  Western  Warbling-Vireo,  sex  unknown.  Fire  Island 
Lighthouse,  Suffolk  County,  New  York,  29  September  1998. 

Photographs  by  S.  S.  Mitra. 


sided  Junco”  from  the  seventh  A.O.U. 
Check-list  (p.  626). 

Despite  muddied  junco  nomencla- 
ture, typical  Pink-sided  Juncos  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  are  readily  separable 
in  the  field  from  various  Oregon  (ore- 
ganus)  and  Slate-colored  Juncos.  Identi- 
fication of  vagrants  has  been  much  more 
contentious,  owing  largely  to  misleading 
or  erroneous  depictions  of  this  taxon  in 
many  field  guides.  (Dunn  [2002:  438] 
summarizes  a long  series  of  inaccurate 
depictions  of  meamsi  in  various  field 
guides  [albeit  from  his  taxonomic  and 
identification  perspective,  which  pre- 
sumes widespread  hybridization  and 
intergradation  among  junco  taxa,  espe- 
cially meamsi  and  canicepsl  and  provides 
full  citations  for  all  of  them.)  In  our 
opinion,  even  the  most  recent  articles  on 
the  identification  of  meamsi  (Dunn 
2002,  Neal  2003)  place  disproportionate 
significance  on  some  characters  (partic- 
ularly the  extent  of  flank  pigmentation, 
which  appears  to  us  rather  variable 
among  breeding  specimens)  at  the 
expense  of  others  (notably  head/face 
pattern,  which  appears  both  uniform 
and  highly  distinctive).  The  Fire  Island 


evolving  species  concepts,  and  diminished 
emphasis  on  the  taxonomic  implications  of 
hybridization.  With  the  lumping  of  all  North 
American  juncos  but  Yellow-eyed  (J.  phaeono- 
tus)  into  Dark-eyed  (/.  hyemalis ) in  the  sixth 
edition  of  the  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union’s  Check-list  (1983),  interest  regrettably 
but  predictably  waned  in  perfecting  identifi- 
cation techniques  for  the  various  juncos  and 
in  documenting  their  distributions  and 
vagrancy  patterns.  Anticipating  the  eventual 
re-recognition  of  multiple  species  of  juncos, 
we  have  used  the  vernacular  name  “Pink- 


bird’s  pale  blue-gray  head  with  contrast- 
ingly black  lores  readily  distinguishes  it 
from  all  other  junco  taxa  save  caniceps/dor- 
salis — from  which  it  clearly  differed  with 
respect  to  bib/belly  contrast,  back  color,  and 
other  characters.  Beyond  head  color  and  pat- 
tern, it  was  further  distinguishable  from 
coastal  Oregon  Juncos  by  its  larger  size  and 
from  Slate-colored  Juncos  by  its  convex  bib 
and  flank  color. 

During  the  winter  of  1999-2000,  there 
were  three  other  Pink-sided  Juncos  on  the 
East  Coast:  a HY  (first-basic)  likely  male  at 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  18  December  1999-  27 
February  2000  (LA.  McLaren,  pers.  conun.; 


photograph  examined  by  PAB/SSM);  an  AHY 
(definitive-basic)  male  at  Riverdale,  Bronx 
County,  New  York  26-31  December  1999 
(PAB,  R.R.  Veit  et  al.;  Burgiel  et  al.  2000);  and 
another  AHY  male  at  Kiptopeke  State  Park, 
Northampton  County,  Virginia  10  November 
1999  through  at  least  29  January  2000  (S. 
Hopkins  et  al;  Iliff  2000a,  2000b).  The  Fire 
Island  female  was  likely  a fourth  from  this 
same  incursion,  returning  north  after  winter- 
ing undetected  somewhere  in  the  East,  and 
thus  is  New  York’s  second  (and  the  first  sup- 
plemented by  photographs).  Subsequently, 
there  was  also  an  SY  female  photographed  in 
Saint-Celestin,  Quebec  27  April  2002  (Michel 
Gosselin,  pers.  comm.);  photograph  exam- 
ined by  PAB/SSM.  We  are  aware  of  no  other 
Pink-sided  Juncos  with  supporting  details 
from  anywhere  in  the  East,  although  there  are 
persistent  rumors  of  a Maryland  specimen.  It 
seems  likely  that  Pink-sided  Junco  is  some- 
what overlooked  in  the  East,  owing  to  per- 
ceived identification  difficulties. 

CONCLUSION 

The  predicted  age  (young  birds)  of  East  Coast 
vagrant  landbirds  is  largely  affirmed  by  these 
birds:  the  two  species  of  vireo  were  HYs  on 
their  first  southbound  migration,  and  the  yel- 
lowthroat  and  junco  were  each  on  their  first 
northbound  migration,  in  all  likelihood  hav- 
ing wintered  in  the  East/Southeast  after  arriv- 
ing as  HY  vagrants  the  previous  fall.  We  were 
unable  to  age  the  sapsucker  beyond  “AHY” 
owing  to  the  complex  molt  patterns  often 
exhibited  by  woodpeckers  and  the  absence  of 
sophisticated  reference  materials  at  the  time 
of  capture.  Only  the  southbound  adult  fly- 
catcher (still  only  in  its  second  year)  defied 
precise  expectations  as  to  age  (but  see 
below). 

The  adult  sapsucker  in  late  June  and  SY 
flycatcher  in  early  September  were  neither 
typical  southbound  HY  vagrants  nor  obvious 
northbound  migrants.  Both  were  probably 
summer  wanderers — non-breeders  straying 
beyond  their  normal  breeding  distributions 
until  they  were  detected  at  Fire  Island.  This 
sort  of  phenomenon  has  been  described  for 
eastern  vagrants  on  California’s  Farallon 
Islands  (DeSante  and  Ainley  1980;  P.  Pyle, 
pers.  comm.)  and  is  supported  by  breeding- 
season  records,  during  the  course  of  our  own 
recent  work  at  Fire  Island,  of  two  Western 
Kingbirds  (Iyramius  verticalis;  SSM,  pers. 
obs.)  and  many  Eastern  species  not  known  to 
breed  locally  (e.g.,  July  banding  records  of 
Blue-headed  Vireo,  Tennessee  Warbler  [Ver- 
mivora  peiegrina],  Blackpoll  Warbler  [Den- 
droica  striata],  among  others). 

From  data  in  this  paper  and  in  Buckley 
(1974),  it  is  apparent  that  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Lighthouse  Tract  at  Fire  Island 
has  produced  a striking  array  of  vagrants.  The 
following  long-distance  vagrants  were  netted 
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Figure  16.  HY  Eastern  Warbling-Vireo,  sex  unknown,  Fire  Island  Lighthouse,  Suffolk  County,  New  York,  27  September  1969; 
note  vestigial  pi  0 characteristic  of  warbling-vireos  vs.  Philadelphia.  Photograph  byP.A.  Buckley. 


in  1969-1973  and  1995-2001:  Williamsons 
Sapsucker,  Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  Bell’s  Vireo 
(V  bellii ),  Cassin’s  Vireo,  Western  Warbling- 
Vireo,  Sonora  Yellowthroat,  Western  Tanager 
( Piranga  ludoviciana) , Slate-colored  Fox  Spar- 
row ( Passerella  iliaca  altivagans ),  Pink-sided 
Junco,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole  (Icterus  bullockii ). 
In  addition,  others  have  also  been  seen  within 
two  km  of  Fire  Island  Lighthouse,  some  on 
multiple  occasions:  Say’s  Phoebe  ( Sayomis 
say  a),  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  ( Myiarchus 
cinerascens),  Western  Kingbird,  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  ( Tyrannies  fotficatus),  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  (T.  savana),  Black-billed  Magpie 
(Pica  americana ),  Northern  Wheatear 
(Oenanthe  oenanthe ),  Audubon’s  Warbler 
(Dendroica  coronata  audubotii),  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  (D.  nigrescens),  Lark 
Bunting  (Calamospiza  melanocorys) , Harris’s 
Sparrow  (Zonotrichia  querula ),  Smith’s 
Longspur  (Calcarius  pictus),  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  (Xanthocephalus  xanthocephalus) , 
and  Brewer’s  Blackbird  (Euphagus 
cyanocephalus).  While  similar  lists  might  be 
generated  for  other  heavily-worked  coastal 
sites  along  the  Atlantic  Coast,  this  remains  an 
impressive  agglomeration. 

More  importantly,  a generally  unappreci- 
ated biological  outcome  is  that  the  Fire  Island 
Lighthouse  Tract  is  a known  focus  for  Deer 
Ticks  and  Lyme  Disease.  Our  studies  show 
that  migrants  coming  into  the  Lighthouse 
Tract  arrive  with  variable  but  generally  low 
tick  body-burdens,  recruit  unexpectedly  large 
numbers  of  Deer  Ticks  while  fattening  at  this 
important  stopover  site,  then  depart  for  dis- 
tant and  varied  destinations.  Furthermore,  a 
significant  percentage  of  the  ticks  exported 
thus  are  infected  with  Lyme  Disease  spiro- 
chetes. While  such  ground-feeding  birds  as 
juncos  and  Fox  Sparrows  normally  occur  at 
Fire  Island  outside  the  seasonal  peaks  of  Deer 


Tick  activity,  long-distance  vagrants  of  these 
species  are  being  found  there  during  peak 
tick  times.  Additionally,  normally  arboreal- 
feeding  species  such  as  Empidonax  flycatchers 
and  vireos  routinely  feed  near  or  on  the 
ground  on  barrier  beaches  during  migration 
(pers.  obs.),  thereby  exposing  themselves  to 
ticks  they  would  otherwise  never  encounter. 
One  example  drives  the  point  home  well:  on 
9 May  1997  we  removed  an  unfamiliar  tick 
from  a just-arrived  Yellow-throated  Vireo  (V 
flavifrons ) on  Fire  Island.  The  tick  was  later 
identified  by  H.S.  Ginsberg  as  a Gulf  Coast 
Tick  (Amblyomma  macu- 
latum ),  a species  nor- 
mally found  only  within 
160  km  of  the  immediate 
Gulf  and  Atlantic  coasts 
from  Texas  through 
Florida,  Georgia,  and 
South  Carolina.  We  pic- 
ture it  being  picked  up  by 
an  exhausted  vireo  feed- 
ing on  the  ground  after 
having  just  crossed  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  just 
such  a manner  is  long- 
distance transport  of 
Lyme  Disease  and  other 
arthropod-borne  diseases 
easily  and  routinely 
effected. 

Another  unexpected 
finding  of  the  long-term 
banding  study  has  been 
the  unappreciated  impor- 
tance of  coastal  (espe- 
cially barrier  island)  loca- 
tions as  vagrant  landbird 
concentration  points  in 
spring.  The  species  listed 
above  were  recorded  at 


Fire  Island  in  both  northbound  and  south- 
bound migration.  But  if  one  looks  only  at 
northbound  landbird  migration  (including 
wandering  by  pre-  and  failed  breeders,  and 
potential  range-expanding  overshoots)  along 
the  immediate  coast  from  only  Cape  May, 
New  Jersey  to  the  Massachusetts-New 
Hampshire  border  (defined  here  as  including 
Cape  May  south  of  the  Canal,  all  of  Block 
Island,  all  of  Marthas  Vineyard,  and  all  of 
Nantucket,  plus  mainland  areas  within  two 
km  of  the  shorefront),  the  list  of  species  that 
have  occurred  here  in  April,  May,  and  June  is 
startling:  Swallow-tailed  Kite  (Elanoides  fotfi- 
catus; NJ,  NY,  CT,  RI,  MA),  White-tailed  Kite 
(Elanus  leucurus;  NJ,  MA),  Mississippi  Kite 
(Ictinia  mississippiensis;  NJ,  NY,  CT,  RI,  MA), 
Swainson’s  Hawk  (Buteo  swainsoni;  RI,  MA), 
Eurasian  Kestrel  (Falco  tinnunculus ; MA), 
Band-tailed  Pigeon  (Patagioenas  fasciata; 
MA),  White-winged  Dove  (Zenaida  asiatica ; 
NJ,  NY,  MA)  Common  Cuckoo  (Cuculus 
canorus;  MA),  Burrowing  Owl  (Athene  cunic- 
ularia;  CT),  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  (Melanerpes 
lewis ; MA),  Williamson’s  Sapsucker  (NY), 
Western  Wood-Pewee  (Contopus  sordidulus; 
MA),  Say’s  Phoebe  (MA),  Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher (Pyrocephalus  rubinus;  NJ,  RI),  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  (NY,  MA),  Western  King- 
bird (NJ,  NY,  MA),  Gray  Kingbird  (Tyrannus 
dominicensis;  NJ),  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
(NJ,  NY,  CT,  RI,  MA),  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher 
(NJ,  RI,  MA),  Black-billed  Magpie  (NJ,  NY), 
Eurasian  Jackdaw  (Corvus  monedula;  RI), 
Brown-chested  Martin  (Progne  taper  a;  MA), 
Cave  Swallow  (Petrochelidon  fulva;  NJ,  NY), 


Figure  1 7.  HY  Western  Warbling-Vireo,  sex  unknown,  Fire  Island  Lighthouse, 
Suffolk  County,  New  York,  26  September  1969.  Photograph  by  P.  A.  Buckley. 
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Rock  Wren  (Salpincte s obsoletus ; MA), 
Bewick’s  Wren  ( Thyromanes  bewickii;  NJ), 
Northern  Wheatear  (NJ,  NY,  CT,  MA), 
Mountain  Bluebird  (Sialia  currucoide s;  MA), 
Fieldfare  (Turdus  pilaris ; CT),  Audubon’s 
Warbler  (MA,  NJ,  NY),  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  (NJ,  RI),  Townsend’s  Warbler  ( Den - 
droica  townsendi;  NY,  RI),  Hermit  Warbler  (D. 
occidentalism  CT),  Swainson’s  Warbler  (Lim- 
nothylpis  swainsonii;  NJ,  NY,  MA),  Sonora  Yel- 
lowthroat  (NY),  Western  Tanager  (NJ,  MA), 
Bachman’s  Sparrow  ( Aimophila  aestivalis ; 
NY),  Clay-colored  Sparrow  (Spizella  pallida' 
NJ,  NY,  RI,  MA),  Lark  Sparrow  ( Chondestes 
grammacus ; NJ,  NY,  CT,  MA),  Lark  Bunting 
(NJ,  NY,  RI,  MA),  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow 
( Ammodramus  leconteii ; NJ,  MA),  Slate-col- 
ored Fox  Sparrow  (NY),  Harris’s  Sparrow  (NJ, 
MA),  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  ( Zonotrichia 
atricapillam  MA),  Gray-headed  Junco  (J.  h. 
caniceps ; MA),  Pink-sided  Junco  (NY), 
Smith’s  Longspur  (NJ,  CT),  Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspur  ( Calcarius  omatus'  NJ,  NY, 
CT),  Black-headed  Grosbeak  ( Pheuticus 
melanocephalus'  NJ,  NY,  CT),  Lazuli  Bunting 
(Passerina  amoenus;  MA),  Painted  Bunting  (P 
ciris;  NJ,  CT,  RI,  MA),  Western  Meadowlark 
(Stumella  neglecta ; RI,  MA),  Brewer’s  Black- 
bird (MA),  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  (NJ,  NY, 
CT,  MA),  Bullock’s  Oriole  (NY),  Common 
Chaffinch  ( Fringilla  coelebs;  MA),  and 
Eurasian  Siskin  ( Carduelis  spinus;  MA).  It  is 
clear  from  Northeastern  data  that  the  imme- 
diate coast  should  be  considered  a major 
locus  for  vagrant  landbirds  in  spring  as  well 
as  fall,  probably  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 
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Avibase  and  other  recent  resources 

From  our  colleague  Denis  Lepage 
(dlepage@bsc-eoc.org)  at  Bird  Studies 
Canada,  creator  of  a major  new  website  on 
birds  called  Avibase: 

“I’m  excited  to  announce  a new  website 
called  Avibase  (<http://www.bsc-eoc. 
org/avibase/avibase.jsp>),  which  contains 
taxonomic  and  distributional  information 
(including  maps)  for  all  ca.  10,000  extant 
species  and  22,000  subspecies  of  birds  in  the 
world,  as  well  as  for  several  extinct  and 
ancient  fossil  species.  The  site  also  offers 
search  tools  for  Internet  sites  and  images,  as 
well  as  links  to  other  sites  such  as  ‘ITIS’  (Inte- 
grated Taxonomic  Information  Systems)  and 
BirdLife  International’s  Threatened  Birds  of 
the  World'  website. 

“Avibase  is  the  result  of  nearly  12  years  of 
work  on  a database  that  now  contains  close  to 
a million  records,  including  300,000  occur- 
rence records  and  180,000  synonyms  in  over 
a dozen  languages.  'Bird  Checklists  of  the 
World,’  which  offers  bird  checklists  for  over 
500  countries  and  regions,  has  now  also  been 
integrated  into  Avibase  and  continues  to  be 
available  directly  from  my  other  web  site  'Bird 
Links  to  the  World.’” 

We  also  want  to  make  mention  here  of  two 
other  resources.  For  those  hunting  down 
obscure  information  on  the  history  of  avian 
taxonomy  and  taxonomists,  there  is  no  better 
source  on-line  than  Alan  P.  Peterson’s 
“Zoonomen:  Zoological  Nomenclature 
Resource,”  at  <http://www.zoonomen.net>, 
which  has  abundant  links  to  authors  of  orig- 
inal descriptions. 

Finally,  the  formidable  “Birds  of  the 
World”  CD-ROM  set  is  now  available  (see 
<http://www.birdsoftheworld.org>),  a data- 
base of  9970  species  and  16,500  subspecies, 
5118  distributional  and  462  taxonomic  maps, 
14,500  photographs  of  3870  species,  with 
material  in  18  languages  and  checklists  for  all 
the  countries  of  the  world.  The  authors  and 
architects  of  this  remarkable  resource — Lars 
Larsson,  Erling  Larsson,  and  Goran 
Ekstrom — are  to  be  commended  for  a very 
polished  and  useful  product,  one  that  is 
under  continuous  development. 

On  vagrancy  & "rarities" 

We  were  chagrined  to  hear,  albeit  second- 
hand, that  a veteran  observer  and  much- 
respected  contributor  to  these  pages  had 
recently  lamented  that  North  American  Birds 
has  “gone  over  to  rarities.”  This  little  phrase 
would  seem  to  carry  with  it  a number  of 


assumptions  worth  considering  openly  in  this 
informal  section.  First,  “gone  over  to” 
implies  a failure  of  an  ethical  sort — to  “go 
over  to”  rarities  is  to  abandon  the  commoner 
species,  perhaps  even  to  drift  away  from  bird 
conservation.  Second,  the  idea  that  rarities 
constitute  an  embarrassing  fixation  of  hobby- 
ists or  dilettantes  or  dabblers  (rather  than 
serious  ornithologists,  amateur  or  otherwise) 
is  an  old  canard  among  foes  of  recreational 
birding.  And  third,  the  phrase  suggests  the 
journal  has  lost  the  value  it  once  had. 

We  present  this  issue,  whose  articles  focus 
on  two  different  sorts  of  avian  vagrancy  in  the 
East,  as  evidence  that  documentation  of 
unexpected  or  extralimital  species  has  value 
for  the  field  of  conservation.  Our  lead  article, 
which  showcases  several  western  vagrants  to 
Long  Island,  New  York,  not  only  elucidates 
some  very  little-known  corners  of  bird  iden- 
tification— the  difficult  vireos  and  flycatchers 
mentioned  in  last  issue’s  “Changing  Seasons” 
essay — but  also  forges  a clear  connection 
between  avian  vagrancy  and  tick  dissemina- 
tion, a topic  rarely  considered  by  birders 
(even  though  many  of  us  have  contracted 
Lyme  Disease!).  As  we  read  of  the  possible 
effects  of  West  Nile  Virus  in  several  regions 
(see  the  S.A.  in  Illinois  & Indiana  Region), 
we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  spread  of 
such  diseases  appears  to  have  much  to  do 
with  local  and  regional  bird  movements, 
many  of  which  (for  eastern  corvids,  for 
instance)  are  very  poorly  understood.  Our 
second  article,  on  the  appearances  of  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  out  of  range,  has  several 
implications  for  bird  conservation:  it  suggests 
that  vagrancy  can  be  a response  to  wide- 
spread habitat  destruction  for  some  species, 
but  it  also  suggests  that  habitat  creation,  even 
in  places  well  away  from  historical  range,  can 
support  satellite  populations  of  some  species. 

We  suspect  that  the  sense  that  the  journal 
has  “gone  over  to  rarities”  has  to  do  with  spe- 
cific changes:  not  too  long  ago,  this  journal 
published  standardized  habitat  surveys  of 
breeding  birds  (1937-1984)  and  Christmas 
Bird  Counts  as  separate  issues  and  even  fea- 
tured interactive  material  to  establish  the 
“blue  list”  of  declining  species.  It  is  true  that 
these  functions  now  fall  to  other  offices  and 
publications,  and  without  them,  this  journal’s 
more  concentrated  emphasis  on  changing 
bird  distributions — especially  changes  that 
are  pronounced,  highly  unusual,  or  wide- 
spread— could  be  interpreted  as  a focus  on 
“rarities”  per  se. 

But  what  are  "rarities”?  Most  are  birds 


seen  out  of  place  or  season,  often  well  beyond 
even  the  fringe  of  normal  range;  others  are 
unidentifiable  birds,  apparent  hybrids,  vari- 
ants, or  oddly-pigmentcd  individuals.  They 
are  birds  that  stand  out  as  different  in  our 
sense  of  what  is  normal  for  our  region. 
Because  this  journal  receives  data  that  are 
essentially  anecdotal  (only  a small  fraction  of 
sightings  ever  gets  documented  by  photo- 
graphs and  extensive  notes)  and  rarely  stan- 
dardized in  any  way,  we  do  concentrate  on 
bird  records  that  are  more  manageable — 
flights  of  thousands  of  birds  are  more  difficult 
to  digest  here  than  are  flights  of  dozens.  We 
see  from  our  regional  reports  that  there  was  a 
phenomenal  flight  of  Cedar  Waxwings  and 
Yellow-rumpcd  (Myrtle)  Warblers  into  Cen- 
tral America  and  even  the  Caribbean  in  win- 
ter 2002-2003,  but  we  have  little  in  the  way 
of  useful  data  from  these  flights  to  say  some- 
thing more  than  superficial  about  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  observers  south  of  New 
England  kept  notes  religiously  on  the  late- 
winter  and  spring  flight  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  into  their  areas.  Regional  editors 
spent  scores  of  hours  digesting  these  num- 
bers, and  editors  at  North  American  Birds  have 
spent  scores  more  poring  over  what  these 
numbers  might  mean  (see  the  “Changing 
Seasons”  essay  herein).  Likewise,  the  flight 
of  whistling-ducks  in  late  spring  and  summer 
was  meticulously  documented  by  many 
observers,  and  this  makes  it  an  object  of 
closer  reading  than  the  flights  of  waxwings 
and  warblers  can  be.  Whatever  the  species, 
whatever  its  relative  abundance  in  a given 
place  or  time,  the  journal  attempts  to  provide 
as  much  context  and  analysis  as  is  feasible 
within  our  production  schedule. 

Thus  we  do  not  see  in  these  pages  a failure 
of  bird  conservation.  Instead,  we  see  a duti- 
ful digest  of  changing  bird  distribution  across 
an  enormous  area;  the  raw  material  for  the 
ever-refined  range  maps  that  appear  in  the 
best  recent  field  guides  and  family  mono- 
graphs; and  a clearinghouse  for  information 
about  rapid  declines  and  increases  in  bird 
species.  Between  the  covers  are  surely  a 
thousand  kernels  for  fascinating  ornithologi- 
cal field  studies,  not  just  on  bird  distribution 
but  on  population  ecology,  birds'  responses  to 
weather  phenomena,  migrational  strategies, 
taxonomy,  hybridization,  and  more. 

On  the  verb  "vagrate" 

This  journal,  in  its  unusual  interstice 
between  the  worlds  of  birding  and  ornithol- 
ogy, occasionally  prints  a word  that  sticks  in 
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the  craw  (not  to  say  crop)  of  the  gentle 
reader.  The  verb  “vagrate”  is  one  such  word. 
We  get  very  little  in  the  way  of  heated  corre- 
spondence at  the  editorial  desk,  but  we 
received  four  notes  from  readers  to  the  effect 
that  this  word  was  an  unacceptable  neolo- 
gism in  a respectable  journal.  Months  after 
we  received  these  notes,  Robb  Hamilton, 
regional  editor  for  the  Baja  California  Penin- 
sula, looked  into  the  history  of  the  word,  with 
help  of  Los  Angeles  County  Library  reference 
librarian  Tina  Nance,  and  found  it  in  the 
Oxford  English  Dictionaiy  (Unabridged).  The 
word,  in  use  for  about  two  centuries  now, 
means  “to  range  or  wander.” 

North  American  Birds  and  predecessors 
have  been  a common  source  of  birding  parl- 
ance for  much  of  the  twentieth  century,  and 
though  the  journal  has  been  slow  to  embrace 
hip  phrases  from  the  culture  of  listing — 
“dip,”  “grip,”  “tick,”  and  “twitch”  for 
instance — it  has  usually  maintained  its  nos- 
talgic link  with  the  English  of  amateur 
ornithologists  of  decades  past.  To  call  a first- 
winter  Black-legged  Kittiwake  by  its  English 
name  of  “tarrock”  or  a female  Ruff  by  its  anti- 
quated moniker  “Reeve”  has  been  allowable 
in  this  journal,  even  after  such  words  have 
begun  to  fade  from  common  use  among 
North  American  field  birders.  South  Polar 
Skuas  spend  their  “contranuptial”  months  in 
our  waters  and  are  rare  “visitants”  to  beaches. 
Even  the  word  “vagrant”  has  usually  been 
applied  to  wandering  homeless  people,  rather 
than  to  birds,  through  most  of  its  history. 

Is  there  value  in  exercising  uncommon 
words?  Shouldn’t  all  young  gulls  in  their  first 
winter  simply  be  called  “first-basic”  birds? 
And  isn’t  it  sexist  to  utilize  different  names 
for  male  and  female  birds  of  a species?  If  this 
were  strictly  an  ornithological  journal,  we 
would  be  more  inclined  to  avoid  the  vernac- 
ular, whether  old  or  new.  But  the  journal’s 
roots  are  in  the  amateur’s  exploration  of  bird 
distribution  and  identification,  and  for  this 
reason,  we  encourage  from  our  contributors 
the  occasional  sally  beyond  coo!  scientific 
writing.  Most  of  American  ornithology  has 
known  no  strict  boundary  between  scientific 
description  and  florid  gush:  think  of  the  lap- 
idary but  warm  writing  of  John  James 
Audubon,  John  Bartram,  Elliot  Coues, 
William  Beebe,  Louis  J.  Halle,  Aldo  Leopold, 
or  Robert  Cushman  Murphy. 

Moreover,  we  all,  as  students  of  bird  distri- 
bution, share  a common  interest  in  bird 
records  of  the  near  and  distant  past:  who  has 
not  marveled  to  think  of  skies  full  of  Passen- 
ger Pigeons?  To  understand  fluctuations  in 
the  populations  of  bird  species  that  are  still 
with  us,  we  necessarily  plumb  the  depths  of 
historical  writing  on  birds  in  our  area,  and  it 
is  here  that  we  encounter  a vocabulary  varied 
and  rich.  Although  we  can  recreate  neither 
the  avifauna  of  times  past  nor  the  prose  of  its 


chroniclers,  we  can  still  recall  both  in  our 
occasional  references  that  lie  outside  our 
present  reality  and  discourse. 

We  do  see  this  journal  as  one  of  “ornitho- 
logical record,”  as  the  cover  professes,  but  it 
is  not  solely  one  devoted  to  distributional 
ornithology.  North  American  Birds  allows 
expression  of  the  human  experience  of 
exploring  bird  distribution  as  well.  How  each 
contributor  expresses  himself  or  herself 
within  the  guidelines  set  by  the  editors,  by 
the  Publisher,  and  by  the  American  Birding 
Association  will  be  as  varied  as  the  contribu- 
tors themselves.  And  we  hope  that  among 
the  contributions  of  our  80  regional  editors, 
everyone  will  find  a line  or  two  that  delights. 


Comings  and  goings 

We  welcome  on  board  Todd  Day  as  regional 
editor  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  Region.  Todd,  a 
Massachusetts  native,  has  spent  over  a decade 
in  Virginia’s  and  Maryland’s  birding  haunts 
getting  ready  for  the  job.  His  Virginia  “Big 
Year”  in  2002  netted  346  species,  the  state’s 
highest  thus  far.  In  the  process,  he  covered 
the  state  from  top  to  bottom  (and  offshore) 
and  contributed  much  to  our  knowledge  of 
modern  mid- Atlantic  bird  distribution.  We’re 
delighted  to  have  him  working  as  regional 
editor,  in  the  mighty  big  shoes  of  Fred  Scott 
and  Harry  Armistead.  Marshall  Iliff,  who 
helped  compose  this  season’s  Baja  Peninsula 
column,  will  continue  to  co-write  the  Middle 
Atlantic  report  from  his  new  Pacific  digs  for 
the  time  being. 


Corrigenda 

We  apologize  to  KevinJ.  McGowan,  longtime 
contributor  to  these  pages,  for  miscrediting 
his  excellent  photograph  of  the  Brown  Peli- 
can (N.A.B.  57:  35).  In  the  subsequent  issue, 
the  hawk  portrayed  in  the  Middle  Pacific 
Coast  report  (N.A.B.  57:  255)  was  not  the 
Broad-winged  Hawk  reported  from  the  San 
Luis  N.W.R.,  California,  but  rather  an  imma- 
ture Swainson’s  Hawk  along  the  Santa  Fe 
Grade  on  12  January  2003,  also  a remarkable 
find  at  this  location  in  winter  (apologies  to 
Les  Chibana,  the  photographer).  Apologies, 
too,  are  owed  Bill  Pranty,  our  Technical 
Reviewer,  whose  name  should  have  followed 
Richard  Paul’s  as  second  author  in  the  last 
issue’s  article  on  the  Elegant  Tern  nesting  in 
Florida.  Finally,  Steve  Howell  points  out  that 
the  caption  for  the  Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
from  Llano  Grande,  Oaxaca,  which  claimed  a 
first  documented  state  record,  was  in  error: 
Boucard  took  a specimen  (USNM  148857) 
not  far  away  at  La  Parada,  Oaxaca,  probably 
some  time  in  the  nineteenth  century! 


— Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Editor 
— Louis  R.  Bevier,  Associate  Editor 
— Matthew  F.  Sharp,  Photo  Editor 
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STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS 
USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 

Abbreviations  used  in  place  names 


In  most  regions,  place  names  given  in  italic 
type  are  counties.  Other  abbreviations: 


A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

CM. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

Hwy 

Highway 

1. 

Island  or  isle 

Is. 

Islands  or  Isles 

Jet. 

Junction 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mi 

mile  (s) 

Mt. 

Mountain  or  Mount 

Mts. 

Mountains 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

Ref. 

Refuge 

Res. 

Reservoir  (not  Reservation) 

S.P. 

State  Park 

Twp. 

Township 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)  Water  Treatment 
Pond(s)  or  Plant 

Other  abbreviations  and 
symbols  referring  to  birds: 


ad.  (ads.) 
imm.  (imms.) 
juv.  (juvs.) 

ph. 

sp.  (spp.) 


adult(s) 
immature  (s) 
juvenal;  juvenile(s) 
photographed 
species  (plurai) 
subad.  (subads.)  subadult(s) 
tape  audio  tape-recorded 

vt.  videotaped 

t written  details  were 

submitted  for  a sighting 
* a specimen  was  collected 


The  Changing  Seasons: 

Displacements 


Edward  S.  Brinkley 

9 Randolph  Avenue 
Cape  Charles,  Virginia  23310 


Honestly:  1 tried  my  best  to  goad 
some  hapless  soul  into  writing  the 
spring  season  essay.  “What?  And 
write  about  Mississippi  Kites  and  White- 
winged Doves  out  of  range?  Couldn’t  I write 
the  fall  report  instead?”  came  the  most 
enthusiastic  response.  Have  we  become  that 
predictable  here?  Or  have  the  birds’  patterns 
in  springtime  become  predictable  (like  so 
many  wintering  hummingbirds  out  of 
range),  so  much  so  as  to  fail  the  test  of 
“newsworthiness”  ? 

In  a compromise  with  those  who  find 
the  kites’  and  doves’  expansions  tedious,  1 
have  flagged  those  sections  clearly  below, 
so  that  they  may  be  more  easily  avoided. 
Perhaps  the  real  news  would  be  if  the  kites’ 
and  doves’  ranges  began  to  contract,  or  if 
they  ceased  to  “overshoot”  in  spring.  Nev- 
ertheless, three  kites  and  four  doves  made 


the  cuts  this  time  around.  (1  suspect  that 
no  one  really  finds  them  uninteresting,  at 
least  not  in  the  field.)  When  the  first  Mis- 
sissippi Kite  makes  it  to  Churchill,  Mani- 
toba, wheeling  above  Belugas  and  chatter- 
ing Ross’s  Gulls  on  the  Hudson  Bay,  we’ll 
probably  relax  our  focus  on  kites.  Until 
then,  yes,  we’re  obliged  to  chronicle  their 
northern  appearances  in  some  fashion. 

There  were  several  surprises  in  the 
spring  season,  incursions  of  birds  that  pro- 
duced odd  pond-fellows:  the  last  individu- 
als of  an  enormous  influx  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  in  the  eastern  interior  had  yet  to 
depart  before  the  first  arrivals  in  a wide- 
spread flight  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  had  appeared.  Such  extensive  irrup- 
tions of  both  had  not  been  seen  in  roughly 
a decade.  It’s  probably  not  often  that  Red- 
necked Grebes  and  whistling-ducks  get  to 
see  one  another;  birders,  at  least,  don’t  see 
them  juxtaposed  too  often.  And  while  the 
spring  season  saw  little  in  the  way  of  north- 
ern visitors  other  than  the  grebes,  it  was— 
despite  being  a cool,  wet  season  through 
the  eastern  third  or  so  of  the  continent— 
another  solid  year  for  southern  species 
found  well  north  of  usual  range:  ibises, 


herons,  egrets,  as  expected,  but  also  Black- 
bellied  and  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks, 
Painted  Buntings,  Mississippi  and  Swallow- 
tailed Kites,  to  a lesser  degree  Brown  Peli- 
cans, Purple  Gallinules,  Anhingas,  and  a 
few  exceptional  individuals  of  Mottled 
Duck,  Roseate  Spoonbill,  Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird,  and  Limpkin. 

And  while  we  think  nothing,  or  almost 
nothing,  of  one  of  the  Gulf  Coast  species 
making  a 2000-km  flight  to  the  north,  we 
(or  should  I say  “I”  here?)  unconsciously 
draw  an  imaginary  line  at  the  southern 
boundaries  of  the  United  States:  when  a 
Central  American  or  Caribbean  species 
turns  up  in  the  United  States,  its  prove- 
nance is  immediately  suspect.  There  are 
good  grounds  for  such  skepticism,  but 
with  the  warming  of  climate,  should  we 
really  be  so  surprised  by  such  birds? 
Wouldn’t  it  be  more  surprising  if  subtropi- 
cal and  tropical  species  to  our  south — 
especially  species  known  to  be  highly 
mobile — failed  to  turn  up  in  the  southern 
parts  of  the  United  States?  The  pace  of 
avian  depaysment  (that  perfect  French 
word:  displacement,  dislocation,  literally, 
“de-countrification”  in  the  sense  of  getting 
placed  out  of  country  or  context)  seemed 
brisk  this  spring,  but  we  lacked  ironclad 
certainty  as  to  how  many  of  the  season’s 
birds  came  to  be  where  they  were:  thus  the 
Thick-billed  Parrot  on  this  issue’s  cover. 

With  the  addition  of  Mexico  and  Central 
America  to  our  family  of  regional  reports, 
we  do  begin  to  see  some  patterns  of  north- 
ward expansion  (whether  dispersal,  over- 
shooting, exploration,  colonization,  or 
“escape  flight”  following  habitat  destruc- 
tion) in  species  not  traditionally  regarded 
as  part  of  the  U.  S.  and  Canadian  avifauna; 
some  of  those  species  are  considered  below. 
As  breeding  ranges  of  some  Arctic  species 
contract  and  retreat  northward — Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper,  Ivory  Gull,  and  Lap- 
land  Longspur  are  three  examples  of 
many — we  see  more  and  more  “southern” 
species  in  the  north  country.  Perhaps  we 
should  be  terrified  by  these  developments; 
they  could  be  early  portents  of  unimagin- 
able ecological  disasters  (see  Krajick 
2003).  We  dearly  hope  not.  For  back- 
ground, consult  <http://www.abcbirds.org/ 
climatechange/statepage.htmx 


Figure  1.  Amid  a flurry  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  and  a modest  exodus  of  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  out  of  range  this 
spring— as  far  north  as  Quebec  and  Alberta  by  July— this  West  Indian  Whistling-Duck  at  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Virginia  appeared  29  April  2003.  With  only  a few  reports  from  Florida,  Bermuda,  and  Texas,  the 
species  is  essentially  unknown  away  from  its  Caribbean  range,  where  it  appears  to  be  recovering  and  expanding  in 
some  locations.  Was  it  a wild  wanderer?  Photograph  by  Mark  Suomala. 
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THE  WEATHER 


•East  of  the  Plains 

The  impressions  of  spring  weather  in  the 
East,  north  of  Florida,  were  consistent: 
“cool”  and  “wet.”  The  jet  stream  showed  a 
southward  buckle  east  of  or  through  the 
Great  Plains,  with  a pronounced  turn  north- 
ward roughly  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  This 
La  Nina  pattern  kept  storm  tracks  approxi- 
mately coastal  (northern  Quebec  and  the 
Western  Great  Lakes  reported  below-aver- 
age  precipitation)  and  also  kept  cooler 
Canadian  air  flowing  southward  over  much 
of  the  East  and  eastern  Midwest  (through  at 
least  eastern  Ontario)  through  much  of  May. 
March  saw  a continuation  of  winter-like 
conditions  north  of  the  Mason-Dixon  line, 
with  frozen  lakes  and  bays  common 
through  the  third  week  of  the  month,  while 
April  continued  cool  but  seasonable  in  some 
areas.  May  was  mostly  cooler  than  average, 
with  a few  major  warm  fronts.  For  those 
keeping  score  at  home,  a mostly  cool,  wet 
Eastern  spring  is  familiar  from  1956,  1966, 
1971,  1973,  1975,  1982,  1985,  1989,  1992, 
1995,  1996,  1998,  and  2000.  Most  (but  not 
all)  of  these  spring  seasons  were  influenced 
by  either  weak  or  strong  La  Nina  events, 
which  apparently  show  most  pronounced 
effects  on  migration  in  the  eastern  third  of 
the  continent. 

Simon  Perkins  provides  a pithy  explana- 
tion of  the  effects  of  the  spring  weather  pat- 
tern on  birds  in  New  England:  “This  pattern 
set  up  a dichotomous  (and  for  the  less  hardy 
species,  unfortunate)  situation  in  which  a 
deep,  southerly,  upper-level  flow  extending 
most  of  the  length  of  the  Atlantic  Seaboard 
brought  migrants  northward,  but  also 
spawned  the  lows  that,  in  turn,  produced 
the  cold,  wet  weather  pattern  with  mostly 
easterly  and  northeasterly  winds  in  New 
England.”  This  held  true  well  to  the  south, 
at  least  to  northern  Georgia,  and  well  west 
into  Appalachia,  and  early  nesters  were 
surely  discouraged  or  delayed  by  the  cold 
temperatures.  Some  areas  reported  moder- 
ate mortality  among  early-arriving  swallows 
and  other  species. 

The  progress  of  passerine  migration  was 
called  “desultory,  delayed,  and  dull”  in  the 
Western  Great  Lakes,  and  this  characteriza- 
tion was  echoed  across  the  board  in  states 
and  provinces  to  the  east,  both  interior  and 
coastal,  with  few  exceptions.  Most  com- 
mentators felt  the  migration  in  the  north 
country  to  be  delayed  by  one  week  to  ten 
days,  as  compared  to  average  dates.  Easter- 
lies frustrated  Midwestern  birders,  accord- 
ing to  Ken  Brock,  as  the  prevailing  winds 
foiled  anticipated  fallouts  of  warblers  and 
other  migrants,  and  Ricky  Davis  writes  that 
“most  observers,  those  especially  along  the 
immediate  coast,  considered  this  to  be  one 
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of  the  poorest  migrations  in  years”  in  the 
Southern  Atlantic  region. 

In  most  of  the  Midwest  and  East,  “migra- 
tion occurred  in  spurts,  with  some  migrants 
showing  up  early  in  the  wanner  spells,  while 
others  lingered  during  the  cooler  spells,”  as 
Jim  Granlund  describes  the  situation  in 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin. 
Northern  and  easterly  winds  blew  through 
much  of  the  peak  migration  period  in 
Ontario,  concentrating  migrants  on  a few 
days  but  generally  disappointing  birders, 
even  at  traditionally  productive  sites.  Here 
and  there  across  the  central  interior — in 
Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  and  Iowa,  for 
instance — fallouts  of  migrants  were  noted, 
but  traditional  sites  for  observing  migrants  to 
the  south  were  less  productive.  In  Louisiana, 
only  9 and  25  April  produced  groundings  of 
Gulf  Coast  migrants,  with  a major  fallout 
noted  in  coastal  Texas  28-29  March;  in 
Florida,  a lack  of  cool  fronts  produced  a 
“lackluster”  migration,  according  to  Bill 
Pranty.  The  bottom  line  is  that  the  spring 
was  probably  no  better  for  migrant  birds  than 
for  birders  hoping  to  see  them  in  abundance. 

The  frequent  northeasterlies  had  clear 
effects  on  bird  movements  across  a wide 
area,  and  there  were  a few  discrete  events 
probably  connected  to  this  pattern.  From 
the  Hudson-Delaware  to  the  Southern 
Atlantic  region,  several  flights  of  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  (with  a few  Reds)  on  the 
coast  and  well  into  the  Piedmont  were 
unusual,  and  pelagic  trips  posted  high 
spring  counts  of  Sooty,  Bridled,  and  Arctic 
Terns,  some  of  the  best  in  a decade  or  more. 
Possibly  related  was  the  major  flight  of  Red- 
billed Tropicbirds  seen  in  May  and  June  in 
North  Carolina  waters,  with  one  as  far  north 
as  Massachusetts.  In  Mexico,  migrating 
Gray  Kingbirds  were  apparently  pushed 
southwestward  to  the  state  of  Quintana 
Roo,  where  they  have  been  thought  very 
rare  (see  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  subregion’s 
“S.A.”  box  on  the  subject);  migrant  Black- 
whiskered  Vireos  also  turned  up  on  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  peninsula  in  numbers,  as 
well  as  in  Belize  and  Costa  Rica. 

• Great  Plains  westward 

Western  weather  was  more  heterogeneous, 
with  the  relatively  mild  winter  giving  way  to 
a mostly  mild  spring,  though  precipitation 
levels  differed  widely  among  and  within 
reporting  regions.  Even  on  the  West’s  “east- 
ern” edge  in  Manitoba  (which  had  been  bit- 
terly cold  in  winter  2002-2003,  like  most  of 
the  East),  Rudolf  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor 
report  that  late  March  onward  saw  relatively 
warm  temperatures  and  a leaf-out  of  decid- 
uous trees  four  weeks  ahead  of  spring 
2002 — quite  in  contrast  to  eastern  Canada, 
where  leaf-out  was  delayed  several  weeks  by 
cool  weather.  The  Northern  Great  Plains 


also  saw  leaf-out  a month  earlier  than  in 
2002,  according  to  Ron  Martin. 

Texas  through  the  Southern  Great  Plains 
remained  mostly  dry,  whereas  to  the  west, 
Alberta,  most  of  Montana  and  Idaho, 
Wyoming,  and  Colorado  received  average  to 
above-average  precipitation.  Nevertheless, 
long-term  drought  conditions  still  persist  in 
southern  Idaho  and  over  much  of  the  cen- 
tral Rockies,  despite  snowstorms  in  March 
and  April  rains.  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  and 
Utah  also  got  some  rain  early  in  the  season, 
but  drought  conditions  returned  by  late 
May  there  as  well. 

The  prevailing  weather  pattern  that 
brought  storms  to  the  Atlantic  coast  also 
mixed  moist  Gulf  of  Mexico  air  with  cool, 
dry  air  over  the  continent’s  center,  spawn- 
ing tornado  after  tornado  in  the  heartland. 
The  confirmation  of  no  fewer  than  571 
tornado  touchdowns  in  May  2003  (plus 
dozens  unconfirmed)  was  without  prece- 
dent; meteorologists  mark  that  month  as 
the  “most  unstable  May”  on  record. 
Surely  the  twisters  also  kill  birds,  both 
migrants  and  local  nesters,  but  there  is  no 
mention  of  tornado-caused  mortality  in 
the  regional  reports. 

On  the  Pacific  coast,  weather  was  rather 
mild  in  the  north  after  March,  with  Alaska 
reporting  scores  of  early-arrival  records 
and  few  cold  fronts.  The  Yukon  and  most 
of  British  Columbia  were  mild  and  rela- 
tively storm-free  after  early  April.  Don 
Cecile  writes  that  Vancouver  Island  was 
cooler  than  average,  but  Washington  and 
Oregon  warmed  nicely  in  April  and  saw 
plenty  of  rain  in  March  and  April, 
although  May  was  atypically  dry  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  The  inverse  was  true  in 
northern  California:  March  was  dry,  but 
April  and  May  saw  heavy  coastal  and  mon- 
tane rains  and  cool  weather.  In  Southern 
California,  by  contrast,  it  was  the  late  win- 
ter and  early  spring  that  brought  rains. 

From  West  Texas  and  the  Rockies  west- 
ward, migration’s  progress  was  considered 
unexceptional  and  its  “eastern”  compo- 
nent minimal.  At  least  part  of  that  impres- 
sion could  be  owing  to  widespread  early 
rainfall,  which  in  some  areas  meant  that 
migrants  were  less  concentrated  into  oases 
(“traps”)  than  in  very  dry  spring  seasons, 
especially  in  southern  areas.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  drier  areas,  such  as  the  Trans- 
Pecos  of  Texas  and  the  “springs”  in  New 
Mexico,  produced  relatively  few  eastern 
migrants,  so  it  seems  likely  that  conditions 
were  not  ideal  for  their  westward  dispersal. 
For  what  it’s  worth,  the  weather  mecha- 
nism discussed  in  this  column  for  spring 
2001  (Brinkley  2001) — a spring  that  saw  a 
huge  influx  of  eastern  migrants  into  the 
West — was  negligible  or  absent  this  sea- 
son. Instead  of  having  a jet  stream  with  a 
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northward  bulge  in  the  continent’s  center, 
bringing  early  warm  weather  across  vast 
areas,  we  commonly  had  a deep  southward 
dip  in  the  jet  stream.  Likewise,  the  north 
Mexican  low-pressure  and  Southeastern 
high-pressure  areas  did  not  establish  them- 
selves as  they  did  in  2001. 

GREBES' RETURN 

The  massive  flight  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
recorded  in  February  and  March  of  winter 
2003  was  similar  in  extent  and  timing  to  the 
flight  recorded  in  February  and  March  1994 
(Kaufman  1994;  Table  1).  In  these  pages  a 
decade  ago  ( National  Audubon  Society  Field 
Notes  48:  186),  I opined  that  the  freezing  of 
the  Great  Lakes  was  linked  to  the  influx  of 
Red-necked  Grebes  in  the  Hudson- 
Delaware  region.  It  appeared  to  many 
observers,  at  that  time,  that  because  the 
intensity  of  grebe  fallout  seemed  to  begin  in 
the  Niagara  frontier  and  southern  Great 
Lakes  vicinity — -with  numbers  of  Horned 
and  Red-necked  Grebes  found  on  roads, 
their  feet  caked  with  ice — these  birds  must 
be  fleeing  the  rapidly-freezing  Great  Lakes. 
The  assumption  brought  comments  from 
Midwestern  editors  to  the  effect  that  such 
large  numbers  of  grebes  are  not  known  to 
spend  the  winter  on  the  southern  Great 
Lakes  but  that  the  “Great  Grebe  Fallout” 
must  have  had  the  lakes  as  its  source 
(Granlund  1994).  No  major  papers  were 
published  on  this  flight,  but  there  were  a 
few  local  summaries  (Lantz  1994). 

From  the  more  recent  flight,  we  have  a 
greater  set  of  data,  with  individual  counts 
from  the  Finger  Lakes  region  of  New  York 
south  to  the  interior  of  Virginia  that  run 
much  higher  than  the  counts  of  1994.  The 
Internet  allowed  for  almost  immediate  com- 
munication between  birders  on  the  loca- 
tions of  grebes  and  made  compilation  of 
these  numbers  easier,  if  by  no  means  easy. 
From  editors  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  and 
the  Middle  Atlantic  regions  (see  their  “S.A.” 
items),  we  also  have  a new  conceptualiza- 
tion of  how  the  grebes,  which  are  usually 
considered  very  uncommon  at  most  inland 
sites,  even  downright  rarities  at  most,  might 
have  come  to  be  so  numerous  and  wide- 
spread. The  thinking  here  is  that  these  birds 
were  grounded  while  attempting  to  move 
from  Atlantic  wintering  areas  to  staging 
grounds  in  the  Great  Lakes  region;  finding 
the  Great  Lakes  frozen,  the  birds  flew  south- 
ward and  southeastward  toward  the 
unfrozen  upstate  New  York  lakes,  the  major 
rivers  and  lakes  of  downstate  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  the  lower  Midwest,  Appalachia, 
and  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  region. 

In  the  frozen  north,  south  to  southern 
New  England,  there  were  few  grebes:  none 
after  8 February  on  the  New  Hampshire 
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coast,  average  numbers  from  Maine’s  coast, 
with  none  reported  inland  from  New  Hamp- 
shire or  Vermont,  and  essentially  none  east 
or  north  of  the  three  in  Albany  in  northeast- 
ern New  York.  Rather,  birds 
were  found  in  greatest  con- 
centrations in  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  Ohio,  West 
Virginia,  Virginia,  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey,  and 
most  especially  in  western 
and  downstate  New  York — 
states  between  36°  and  42° 

N latitude.  Progressively 
smaller  numbers  were 
reported  as  far  south  as 
South  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee (Table  2).  In 
Canada,  Quebec  reported 
only  three  birds,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Prince  Edward  Island, 

Newfoundland,  and  New 
Brunswick  took  no  special 
notice  of  the  species  (the 
same  was  true  for  Maine), 
and  the  entire  count  from 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  was  a 
“low”  250. 

As  with  so  many  species 
of  birds,  there  was  great  dif- 
ficulty in  estimating  actual 
numbers  of  individual 
grebes  by  region  or  state, 
and  only  West  Virginia, 

New  York,  and  Connecticut 
observers  made  an  effort  to 
analyze  their  data  with  an 
eye  to  probable  duplica- 
tion. As  Steve  Kelling 
noted  in  upstate  New  York, 
the  grebes  this  year  moved 
around  a great  deal,  “far 
more  than  in  the  flight  of 
1994.”  The  same  appeared 
to  be  the  case  as  far  south 
as  the  Virginias,  the  south- 
ern extent  of  double-digit 
tallies  of  the  species  at  sin- 
gle sites.  Figure  2 shows 
summary  counts  of  grebes 
as  nearly  as  we  can  repre- 
sent them.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble to  adjust  numbers  to 
reflect  grebes-per-hour 
or  -mile.  That  New  York 
state  had  more  coverage 
than  interior  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  example,  goes 
without  saying,  but  we 
lack  the  specifics  to 
countenance  such  differ- 
ences in  coverage.  We 
will  never  know  the  actual 
extent  of  this  enormous 
flight,  but  we  can  estimate, 


based  on  available  counts,  the  approximate 
magnitude  of  the  flight  by  region. 

If  these  birds  were  indeed  returning  from 
wintering  areas  to  stage  on  the  Great  Lakes, 


Table  1.  Selected  high  local  and  regional  counts 
for  Red-necked  Grebes,  February — March  2003. 


NUMBER 

LOCATION 

DATES 

266 

Cayuga  L.,  NY 

1 Mar 

206 

Dunkirk  Harbor,  Chautauqua,  L.  Erie,  NY 

1 Mar 

116 

Potomac  R.,  Montgomery,  MD 

6 Mar 

78 

near  Bordentown  (along  Delaware  R.),  NJ/PA 

early  Mar 

65 

Cheat  L,  Monongalia,  WV 

27  Feb 

61 

Eastlake  Point  Park,  e.  of  Cleveland,  OH 

13  Mar 

59 

Moriches  and  Shinnecock  Bays,  Long  1.,  NY 

15  Mar 

50 

Croton  Point  to  Peekskill  (Hudson  R.),  NY 

3 Mar 

45 

Union  L.,  Millville,  NJ 

3 Mar 

34 

Shenandoah  R.,  Jefferson,  WV 

15  Mar 

30 

Manasquan  Inlet,  NJ 

1 Mar 

29 

Burke  L.,  Fairfax,  VA 

22  Mar 

25+ 

Provincetown,  MA 

1 Mar 

25 

Black  Hills  Regional  Park,  Montgomery,  MD 

2 Mar 

23 

Hains  Pt.,  D.C. 

13  Mar 

13 

Delanco  to  Palmyra  (Lower  Delaware  R.),  NJ 

7-8  Mar 

11 

Niantic  Bay,  East  Lyme,  CT 

16  Mar 

10 

Gill,  MA  (inland) 

10  Apr 

7 

Connecticut  R.,  Middletown,  CT  (inland) 

15  Mar 

Table  2.  Estimates  of  total  numbers  of  Red-necked 

Grebes  reported  by  state,  province,  or  region. 

NUMBER 

LOCATION 

2000+ 

New  York  (includes  100+  on  Long  1.;  over  3012  reported  total) 

911 

Pennsylvania  (56  counties) 

721 

Maryland,  O.C.,  & Virginia  (72  municipalities  and  counties) 

400+ 

West  Virginia  (15  counties;  692  birds  reported) 

290+ 

New  Jersey 

200 

Ohio  (40  counties) 

113 

Massachusetts  (includes  many  regular  winterers) 

70+ 

Maine  (typical  number) 

60 

Connecticut  (29+  locations) 

40+ 

Delaware  (80  reported) 

24+ 

New  Hampshire  ( none  after  8 February) 

20+ 

Rhode  Island 

14 

North  Carolina 

7 

Indiana 

5 

South  Carolina 

4 

Illinois 

1 

Tennessee 

1 

Georgia 

0 

Vermont 

0 

Kentucky 
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then  from  what  area(s) 
were  they  returning?  Veit 
and  Petersen  (1993)  sug- 
gest that  spring  birds  seen 
in  Massachusetts  “appar- 
ently move  north  to  coastal 
Massachusetts  during 
March  and  April  from  win- 
tering grounds  farther 
south  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast.  Local  coastal  flocks 
gradually  increase  in  size 
prior  to  making  an  over- 
land migration  to  interior 
North  America”  [p.  52; 
emphasis  added], 

A search  of  Christmas 
Bird  Count  records — made 
rapid  and  easy  by  the  out- 
standing new  search  tools 
on  National  Audubon 
Society’s  fine  website 
(<http://www.audubon. 
org/bird/cbc/>) — fails  to 
find  significant  wintering 
grounds  south  of  Massa- 
chusetts; only  the  Mon- 
tauk,  New  York  count  reg- 
ularly records  any  numbers,  and  even  there 
a count  of  a dozen  is  exceptional.  And  the 
well-scourecl  coasts  of  southern  Long  Island 
through  North  Carolina — for  which  plenty 
of  winter  pelagic  bird  data  are  also  avail- 
able— harbor  only  a very  few  Red-necked 
Grebes,  as  far  as  anyone  knows,  with  about 
0.01  grebes  per  party-hour  the  norm  in  New 
Jersey,  for  instance.  Farther  south,  ob- 
servers see  far  fewer. 

Christmas  Bird  Count  data  from  Nova 
Scotia,  Maine,  and  New  Brunswick  (Root 
1988;  see  also  on-line  C.B.C.  data)  indicate 
that  these  grebes  appear  to  spend  at  least  the 
early  winter  chiefly  in  waters  between 
northern  New  England  and  the  southern 
Maritimes  (and  the  French  islands  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon).  Thus  the  early- 
spring  aggregations  seen  off  Massachusetts 
(most  large  counts  come  in  early  April) 
could  well  be  of  birds  wintering  not  largely 
to  the  south  of  Massachusetts  but  to  the 
north.  Even  if  the  species  is  less  gregarious 
on  the  Atlantic  wintering  grounds  than 
loons,  for  instance,  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  many  hundreds  of  Red-neckeds  would 
be  overlooked  south  of  Massachusetts. 
Counts  of  up  to  2000  Red-neckeds  in  Cape 
Cod  Bay  (4  April  1979,  a good  average  date 
for  this  kind  of  number)  might  then  repre- 
sent staging  birds  coming  mostly  from  the 
Gulf  of  Maine,  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  adja- 
cent waters;  the  only  similar  counts  of 
spring  migrants  known  to  us  come  from 
Great  Lakes  sites,  such  as  along  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in  recent  years.  The 
nearness  of  the  southern  New  England 


1-9  grebes  (VT,  IN,  IL,  TN,  SC,  GA) 

10-99  grebes  (ME,  NH,  CT, 

Rl,  DE,  NC) 

|~  | 100-199  grebes  (MA,  Long  Island) 
El  200^*99  grebes  (OH,  WV,  NJ) 

US  500-999  grebes  (PA,  MD/DC/VA) 
fj  >1000  grebes  (NY) 


Figure  2.  Rough  distribution  of  Red-necked  Grebes  between  February  and  early 
April  2003,  by  state  or  region.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 


Atlantic  coastline  to  the  eastern  edge  of 
Lake  Ontario  makes  that  the  shortest  over- 
land corridor  for  passage  to  a large  interior 
lake,  a logical  route. 

My  experience  while  resident  in  the  Finger 
Lakes  region  of  New  York,  however,  was  that 
Red-necked  Grebe  overland  spring  (lights 
tended  to  occur  in  late  March  to  early  or  mid- 
April  (Levine  1998).  In  polling  observers 
from  across  the  Northeast,  I gathered  that  this 
is  a common  impression.  From  Steve  Mirick 
in  New  Hampshire,  for  example,  came  conso- 
nant comments:  “1  have  never  heard  of  Red- 
necked Grebes  moving  west  as  early  as  late 
February.  Our  records  indicate  that  most 
birds  move  later  than  that.  1 have  always 
thought  that  they  staged  off  the  New  England 
coast  in  late  March  and  early  April  and 
migrated  west  in  April.  We  typically  don’t  get 
more  than  a few  dozen  along  the  coast  in  the 
winter  through  February.  Some  of  our  largest 
concentrations  ever  are  in  late  March  and 
April:  a fallout  of  450  on  Squam  Lake  on  26 
April  1992,  245  staging  along  the  coast  on  4 
April  1994,  a fallout  of  196  along  the  Con- 
necticut River  on  23  April  2002,  and  157 
staging  along  coast  on  23  March  2001. 
Essentially  all  of  our  spring  inland  records 
(i.  e.,  migrating  birds)  are  from  April  through 
early  May,  indicating  that  this  is  the  main 
migration  period  for  birds  heading  west 
through  New  Hampshire.”  These  remarks 
were  seconded  by  other  New  Englanders,  and 
the  (apparent)  2003  spring  migration  of  the 
species  was  in  keeping  with  this  schedule, 
such  as  726  and  976  in  Monroe  and  Orleans 
Counties  on  Lake  Ontario  in  New  York,  11 


and  14  April,  respec- 
tively— although  certainly 
some  of  these  birds  had 
taken  part  in  the  late-win- 
ter invasion. 

Where  then  were  these 
thousands  of  Red-necked 
Grebes — and  there  were 
probably  at  least  5000 
birds  observed  in  March, 
many  of  them  away  from 
typical  passage  areas — 
coming  from?  It  is  still 
uncertain  to  what  extent 
Red-necked  Grebes  over- 
winter on  the  Great  Lakes. 
At  least  one  source  sug- 
gests that  significant  num- 
bers may  remain  all  winter 
on  Lake  Ontario  (Stout 
1995).  If  migrating  in 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Great  Lakes,  why  would 
grebes  turn  to  the  south, 
southeast,  and  even  west- 
southwest,  rather  than 
reverse  course  and  fly  to 
the  east?  Perhaps  their 
energy  resources  were  limited,  and  the  grebes 
sought  the  nearest  open  water  for  foraging 
(flying  south  for  open  water  would  make 
sense),  and  thus  the  greatest  numbers — prob- 
ably over  two-thirds  of  the  grebes  docu- 
mented— ended  up  within  300  km  of  the 
southern  shores  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 
But  why  make  such  an  early  (late-February) 
exodus  from  Atlantic  areas  over  frozen  rivers 
and  lakes  toward  the  Great  Lakes,  especially 
during  such  a bitter  winter?  Was  a crash  in 
prey  resources  responsible  for  this? 

The  data  available  could  be  construed  to 
support  the  theory  of  “deflection”  of  the 
late-winter  overland  staging  flight  as  laid 
out  by  Iliff,  Burgiel,  and  colleagues,  but  I 
continue  to  be  intrigued  by  the  possibility 
that  several  thousand  Red-necked  Grebes 
make  the  Great  Lakes  their  home  in  winter, 
possibly  the  deep  water  of  Lakes  Ontario 
and  Erie,  but  Morgante  (2003)  suspects 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  which  were 
freezing  up  just  before  the  appearance  of 
the  grebes.  The  heavy  concentration  of 
grebes  in  western  Pennsylvania,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  especially  Ohio  in  this  flight 
would  seem  more  suggestive  ol  flight  from 
some  place  in  the  Great  Lakes  than  of  a 
deflection  from  an  Atlantic-to-Great-Lakes 
(light.  Most  remarkable  in  all  this:  we  don’t 
really  know  where  they  came  from. 

OVERMIGRANTS  AND  IRRUPT0RS: 
SOUTHERN  BIRDS  NORTH 

• Kites 

Kites  north  of  normal  were  plentiful  but  not 
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Table  3.  Records  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  and  Mississippi  Kites 
away  from  nesting  areas,  Spring  2003. 

LOCATION 

DATES 

COMMENTS 

SWALLOW-TAILED  KITE 

Bermuda  (various  locations) 

4-11  Mar 

4 birds; 

very  rare  transients 

Ft.  Smallwood,  Anne  Arundel,  MD 

24  Mar 

earliest  ever  for  state 

Clarksville,  Allegany,  NY 

19  Apr 

first  local  record 

Ft.  Smallwood,  Anne  Arundel,  MD 

2 May 

Berrien,  Ml 

2-16  May 

first  in  spring 

first  local  record 

Ivy  Cr.  Natural  Area,  Albemarle,  VA 

2 May 

Derby  Hill,  Mexico,  NY 

3 May 

Bull  Mountain,  Buchanan,  VA 

11  May 

Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  N.W.R.,  VA 

11  May 

Cape  May,  NJ 

14  May 

8 

Marydel,  Carroll,  MD 

14  May 

first  in  10  years  for  CO 

Brighton,  CO 

16  May 

MISSISSIPPI  KITE 

Ottawa,  ON 

1 May 

first  for  e.  Ontario 

Pt.  Pelee,  ON 

6 May 

ad. 

Sandy  Hook,  NJ 

10  May 

1 

Hyland  Lake  Park  Reserve, 

Hennepin,  MN 

10  May 

3 

..  iii* . • •/  i 

Sandy  Hook,  NJ 

12  May 

Rondeau  P.P.,  Kent,  ON 

13  May 

ad. 

Pt.  Pelee,  ON 

13  May 

imm. 

Providence,  R! 

14  May 

only  one  in 

New  England  2003 

Grimsby,  Niagara,  ON 

14  May 

second  local  record 

Cape  May,  NJ 

14-15  May 

3+  birds 

Davison,  SD 

18  May 

third  state  record 

Marydel,  DE 

18  May 

' V , ' - 1 1 

Rondeau  P.P.,  Kent,  ON 

25  May 

subad. 

Ripley,  Chautauqua,  NY 

30  May 

) " 1 
^ t > . ..  ' ? '■ A JiJ§ 

overwhelmingly  so  this  spring:  in  contrast 
to  several  springs  past,  Massachusetts  had 
no  Mississippi  Kites  in  May  this  year.  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  are  known  to  nest  regularly 
only  as  far  north  as  central  South  Carolina, 
but  in  summer  2003,  pairs  lingered  in  east- 
ern North  Carolina  and  around  the  York 
River  in  Virginia,  perhaps  birds  that  over- 
shot breeding  range  in  the  spring.  Eleven 
spring  singles  were  widespread,  as  were 
about  16  single  Mississippi  Kites  (Table  3), 
and  a White-tailed  Kite  made  it  north  to 
Fort  Campbell,  Montgomery  County,  Ten- 
nessee in  early  April,  the  only  one  reported 
well  to  the  north  of  Gulf  Coast  states. 

This  haul  of  kites  is  in  fact  not  very 
remarkable  when  compared  to  several 
recent  springs,  which  have  seen  many  more 
Mississippis  in  the  East.  What  made  the 
spring  remarkable  for  kites,  at  least  on  the 
Eastern  Seaboard  and  eastern  Midwest,  was 
that  so  many  showed  up  despite  the  cool  and 
rainy  weather,  very  poor  weather  for  a for- 
aging kite  (a  Mississippi  at  Marydel, 
Delaware  was  picked  up  emaciated,  in  fact, 
and  a dead  Swallow-tailed  was  later  found 
in  Lambertville,  Hunterdon  County,  New 
jersey).  Out  West,  where  Swallow-tailed 
Kite  is  a top-shelf  vagrant,  one  in  Colorado 
was  stunning — but  far  more  amazing  was 
the  estimate  of  at  least  300  Mississippi  Kites 
on  16  May  near  Lamar,  Colorado;  a single  at 
Palisade,  Mesa  County  two  days  later  fur- 
nished a first  record  west  of  the  Continental 
Divide  for  that  state. 

Looking  carefully  at  continental  records 
of  Swallow-tailed  Kites,  one  sees  a nice  clus- 
ter of  dates  or  date-ranges  (24  March;  19 
April;  2-3  May;  1 1-14  May)  that  dovetails 
neatly  with  the  passages  of  warm  fronts  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  continent.  Eastern 
Mississippi  Kites’  dates  in  2003  were  typical 
of  recent  springs,  most  (88%)  clustering 
around  the  middle  of  May  (10-18  May), 
their  usual  window  of  arrival  in  the  north- 
ern portions  of  breeding  range  and  also  a 
period  that  overlapped  with  or  followed 
warm  fronts’  passage.  In  the  West,  Missis- 
sippi Kites  often  arrive  a few  days  later  than 
“peak”  in  the  East  (much  as  warblers  and 
other  vagrant  passerines  do  in  spring),  and 
this  season,  singles  were  in  California  at 
Furnace  Creek  Ranch  23  May  and  Los 
Angeles  County  26  May  and  in  Nevada  at 
Tonopah  17  May  and  Corn  Creek  21  May. 
Should  the  spring  of  2004  have  plenty  of 
southerly  and  southwesterly  winds,  kites 
could  well  be  overwhelming  again. 

• Doves 

White-winged  Doves  well  north  of  range 
tend  to  show  up  on  days  (southerly  winds) 
and  dates  (mostly  May)  that  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  kites:  White-wingeds  were  seen 
in  Kentucky  and  New  Jersey  both  6-7  May, 


North  Dakota  7-10  May 
(the  state’s  second), 

Wyoming  9-11  May,  Mani- 
toba 9-12  May  (only  the 
province’s  third  at  Ashern — 
not  yet  Churchill),  Virginia 
11-12  May,  Illinois  13  May, 

South  Dakota  25  May  (the 
state’s  fourth),  and  Mon- 
hegan  Island,  Maine  30-31 
May.  An  Indiana  White- 
winged Dove  was  unusually 
early  on  2 April,  more  in 
keeping  with  dates  from 
Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
although  another  Wyoming 
bird  arrived  as  early  as  23 
April.  White-winged  Doves 
north  of  range  in  Utah  and 
New  Mexico  were  also  late- 
April  birds. 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
continue  their  expansion 
northward:  Manitoba’s  first 
confirmed  bird  was  at  Hol- 
land about  5-12  May,  and 
one  was  at  Medicine  Hat, 

Alberta  1 May  (three  more 
overwintered  in  that 
province).  There  were  three 
Saskatchewan  reports  and 
two  from  Idaho,  providing 
fifth  and  sixth  state  records. 

It  was  again  interesting  that 
the  species  occasioned 
almost  no  comment  from 
the  Eastern  Seaboard, 
where  it  nests  only  north  to 
the  Delmarva  Peninsula.  To 
the  south,  singles  and  pairs 
of  collared-doves  were 
found  throughout  towns  in 
northern  Chihuahua  state 
this  season.  Inca  Doves  in 
Harrison  and  Bolivar  Coun- 
ties, Mississippi  were  both 
found  6 April,  and  a few  persisted  in  Col- 
orado; the  species  seems  much  less  prone  to 
long-distance  movements  than  the  larger 
species.  The  fall/winter  Ruddy  Ground-Dove 
invasion  into  southern  California,  Arizona, 
and  New  Mexico  continued  well  into  spring, 
with  reports  of  eight  from  Arizona  between 
April  and  June,  nine  in  New  Mexico  (includ- 
ing a juvenile — a likely  sign  of  local  breed- 
ing) as  late  as  17  May,  and  five  in  California, 
two  of  which  lingered  through  late  May.  And 
we’re  done  with  the  doves. 

* Whistling-ducks 

Messier  to  treat  in  this  essay  are  the  appear- 
ances of  whistling-ducks  far  from  home. 
Unlike  the  kites’  and  doves’,  whistling- 
ducks’  appearances  do  not  show  association 
with  the  passage  of  warm  fronts.  Unlike 


kites,  and  most  doves,  whistling-ducks  are 
rather  common  in  captivity  and  are  some- 
times regarded  with  bemusement  when  they 
appear  out  of  range:  wild  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  in  both  Florida  and  Texas, 
after  all,  can  be  ridiculously  tame  (nesting 
on  bustling  hotel  grounds,  allowing  very 
dose  approach  at  state  parks,  etc.),  which  is 
no  help  to  a state  or  provincial  committee 
attempting  to  establish  the  provenance  of  a 
flock  1000  km  or  more  out  of  range.  More- 
over, as  noted  about  Ruddy  Shelducks  in  this 
essay  (Sharp  2003),  these  ducks  just  seem 
too  colorful  to  take  seriously  as  potential 
vagrants.  Whistling-ducks  are  also  incon- 
venient in  that  they  begin  spring  invasions 
in  late  April  and  make  very  uneven  move- 
ments through  May,  June,  and  even  July, 
months  that  straddle  two  issues  of  this  jour- 
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Figure  3.  Records  of  extralimital  Black-bellied  and  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks, 
April  through  July  2003.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 


nal.  Flights  of  some  species,  especially  Ful- 
vous, often  occur  in  the  post-nesting  season, 
especially  the  late  autumn  (November). 

The  eight  “tree  duck”  species  ( Dcndro - 
cygna ) are  known  throughout  the  world  as 
inveterate  vagabonds,  but  irruptions  of 
Black-bellieds  as  far  north  as  Canada  are  a 
relatively  recent  phenomenon  in  much  of 
North  America;  the  most  recent  large-scale 
flight  far  to  the  north  occurred  in  1993,  with 
records  in  that  spring  and  summer  as  far 
north  as  Quebec  and  Ontario  (Kaufman 
1993).  Since  then,  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  has  shown  strong  gains  in  Florida  and 
Texas  (with  wanderers  to  the  north),  while 
the  decline  in  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck’s 
numbers  has  meant  very  few  flights  of  that 
species  since  November  1993  (and  nothing 
like  the  flights  of  the  middle  twentieth  cen- 
tury); the  species  is  also  believed  to  be  gone 
as  a breeder  from  California,  according  to 
this  seasons  report  by  Guy  McCaskie  and 
Kimball  Garrett.  Nevertheless,  there  are 
occasional  indications  of  nesting  in  new 
areas,  such  as  at  Paynes  Prairie,  near 
Gainesville,  Florida,  where  two  were  seen 
several  times  beginning  1 June. 

For  whatever  reason,  both  Black-bellied 
and  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  irrupted  in 
spring  2003  (Table  4,  Figure  3),  with  the 
peak  of  the  movement  between  early  May 
and  early  June  and  the  last  of  the  stragglers 
reaching  Quebec  on  4 July.  As  we’ll  read  in 
the  next  issue’s  Quebec  regional  report  (q. 
v.),  observers  there  were  able  to  infer  wild 
provenance  for  their  flock  of  five.  The  con- 
text of  a flight  year  suggests  that  many,  per- 
haps even  most  records  of  the  species  repre- 
sent wild  birds,  which  have  not  been 
accepted  for  most  mid-Atlantic  states  in  the 
past,  at  least  in  the  case  of  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks. 

More  difficult  to  divine  are  this  springs  U. 
S.  records  of  the  two  other  Dcndrocygna  from 


Table  4.  Records  of  Fulvous  and  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  from  the  regional  reports. 


the  western  hemisphere:  an 
unmarked  White-faced 
Whistling-Duck  was  with  a 
Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  at  Davie,  Broward 
County,  Florida  3 March, 
and  an  unmarked  West 
Indian  Whistling-Duck  was 
found  at  Great  Dismal 
Swamp  N.W.R.  on  the 
North  Carolina/Virginia 
border  29  April  (Figure  1). 

Both  species  have  been 
reported  in  southeastern 
North  America  in  the  past, 
always  with  the  assumption 
that  aviculturalists’  or  zoos’ 
birds  were  involved.  Before 
dismissing  these  reports  out 
of  hand,  we  should  recall 
that  White-faced  Whistling- 
Duck  has  reached  Puerto 
Rico  and  that  West  Indian 
Whistling-Duck  has  made  it 
to  Bermuda.  Both  are  old 
records,  but  both  likely  rep- 
resent wild  birds. 

Another  southerner  far 
from  home,  a Mottled  Duck 
visited  Kelly’s  Slough 

N.W.R. , Grand  Forks 

County,  North  Dakota 

16-21  March.  This  species, 
with  an  isolated  population 
in  South  Carolina,  has  been 
reported  previously  as  far  north  as  New  York 
in  the  East  and  Nebraska  and  Colorado  in 
the  middle  of  the  continent;  unlike  most 
whistling-ducks,  it  would  probably  be  over- 
looked at  many  waterfowl  refuges.  Such  a 
report  reminds  us  to  look  through  over  the 
local  Mallards  and  American  Black  Ducks 
with  a critical  eye — every  time  we  watch 
waterfowl. 


NUMBER 

LOCATION 

DATES 

Fulvous  Whistling-Duck 

8 

Huntington  Beach  S.P.,  SC 

30  April-3  May 

1 

Calgary,  AB 

25  May+ 

9 

Dyer,  TN 

25-31  May+ 

1 

Balmorhea  L,  TX 

3 June 

6 

Canalou,  Stoddard,  M0 

29  June 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck 

10* 

Tallahassee,  FL 

21  March 

42* 

near  Fort  Pierce,  St.  Lucie,  FL 

24  March 

3 

Pearl  River  W.M.A.,  Madison,  MS 

8 April 

7 

Red  Slough,  OK 

24  April 

2 

Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  M0 

26  April  & 30  July 

1* 

Jacksonville,  FL 

3-14  May 

1 

Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster,  TX 

7 May 

1 

Savannah  Spoil  Site,  GA 

10-11  May 

11 

Lake,  TN 

11  May-10  June 

1 

Lubbock,  TX 

15  May 

12* 

Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard,  FL 

17  May 

116* 

Gainesville,  FL 

21  May 

23 

Tifton,  GA 

23  May 

12* 

East  of  Zephyrhills,  Pasco,  FL 

23  May 

4* 

Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange,  FL 

28-30  May 

2 

Great  River  Road,  Dyer,  TN 

31  May 

5 

Andrews  1.,  GA 

31  May 

6 

L.  Braxton,  Chesterfield,  VA 

2-3  June 

15 

South  Tibwin,  Charleston,  SC 

5 June 

2 

Sneads  Ferry,  NC 

10  June 

flock 

Savannah  N.W.R.,  SC 

13  June 

9 

Savannah  Spoil  Site,  GA 

[same  as  above?] 

27  June 

1-2 

Donnelley  W.M.A.,  Colleton,  SC 

28  July-22  August 

5 

St.-Felicien  Zool.  Gardens, 

4-31  July+ 

Lac  Saint-lean,  PQ 

. 

* = these  numbers  are  of  birds  "in  range,"  but  the  counts  in  newly-colonized  northern 
Florida  are  higher  every  year,  and  it  is  thought  that  this  rapidly  expanding  Florida  popula- 
tion is  at  least  in  part  responsible  for  recent  appearances  of  the  species  in  the  East 
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WADING  BIRDS  &WATERBIRDS 

There  are  always  a few  “zootie”  (as  they  say 
in  the  Southern  Great  Plains)  herons  and 
allies  far  from  range  in  the  spring.  This 
spring’s  award-winners  are  the  adult  Tricol- 
ored Heron  at  Douglas,  Converse  County, 
Wyoming  4 May  (a  state  first),  the  adult  Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron  that  remained  at 
Oak  Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.  Manitoba  22 
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May  and  later,  and  the  Great  Egret  at 
Juneau,  Alaska  7-11  May.  The  spring  and 
summer  have  been  more  remarkable  and 
consistent,  however,  for  wandering  ibises: 
Glossy,  White,  and  White-faced  alike  have 
been  turning  up  well  out  of  range  since  late 
April.  The  tale  of  the  expanding  dark  Plc- 
gadis  species  has  been  told  for  almost  a 
decade  in  this  journal;  more  unusual  is  the 
more  recent  irruption  of  White  Ibis,  another 
May  wanderer.  Manitoba’s  second  at  Delta 
(9-10  May)  was  the  showpiece  in  a birding 
festival  there,  while  Massachusetts  had  one 
27  April,  Rhode  Island  one  9 May,  and  Con- 
necticut had  as  many  as  three  12,  18,  and 
21-23  May.  Just  to  the  south,  four  were 
scattered  between  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
eastern  Long  Island,  and  at  the  Pea  Patch 
Island  heronry  on  upper  Delaware  Bay, 
where  nesting  is  conceivable  (the  northern- 
most nesters  are  on  Virginia’s  Eastern 
Shore).  Exceptional  long-legged  waders  out 
of  range  elsewhere  included  a Limpkin  in 
South  Carolina  11  May  (the  seventh  since 
2001:  see  Cely  et  al.  2003)  and  a Roseate 
Spoonbill  in  Tennessee  31  May  and  later. 
Enigmatic  were  Brown  Pelicans  in  Ten- 
nessee 20-25  May  and  in  Alaska  at  Clarence 
Strait  23  May  and  north  of  Ketchikan  the 
next  day  (the  latter  bird  remained  for  four 
more  days)!  These  are  the  first  documented 
Brown  Pelicans  for  Alaska.  (This  journal 
would  make  a good  home  for  a paper  on  the 
vagrancy  of  Brown  Pelican,  which  is  surely 
in  part  a result  of  population  growth  but  is 
difficult  to  characterize  geographically.) 

Anhingas,  possibly  one  of  the  more  over- 
reported (that  is,  misidentified:  confused 
with  cormorants)  of  southern  wanderers, 
were  scattered  across  eastern  half  of  the  con- 
tinent this  spring.  A lovely  flight  took  place 
27  April  well  north  of  range:  single  birds 
were  seen  over  Cumberland  County,  New 
Jersey  and  in  Pennsylvania  in  Northumber- 
land County  and  at  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctu- 
ary Berks  County,  with  one  at  Reading  the 
next  day.  An  Anhinga  a few  days  later,  3 May, 
was  found  on  the  Missouri  River  in  Leaven- 
worth County,  northern  Kansas.  The  last 
extralimital  report  for  the  East  came  10  May 
from  Shelby  Forest,  Tennessee.  A report  of 
Anhinga  from  Barr  Lake,  Colorado  that  same 
day  was  tempered  by  re-examination  of  one 
state  specimen,  which  turned  out  to  be  an 
Australasian  Darter,  An/mign  novaehollandiae. 
How  many  of  us  have  routinely  ruled  out  all 
other  darter  taxa  when  reporting  flyover 
Anhingas?  A carefully-studied  Anhinga  at 
Ramer  Lake,  Imperial  County,  California  5 
April  was  only  that  state’s  fourth — and,  con- 
fusingly in  an  area  frequented  by  an  escaped 
African  Darter  (A.  rufa) ! 

PASSERINES  & PARTS  SOUTH 

May  passerines  pushing  their  northern  lim- 
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its  were  fewer  than  in  warm  springs  (e.g., 
Brinkley  2001),  and  warblers  made  only  a 
modest  showing.  One  exception  this  season 
was  the  spate  of  Painted  Buntings  north:  in 
eastern  Ontario  12-13  May,  at  Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin  13  May,  at  Long  Point,  Ontario 
18  May,  at  LAnse,  Michigan  19  May  and  at 
Bruno,  Minnesota  29  May.  A male  Hooded 
Oriole  25  May  in  Iowa  and  a male  Bronzed 
Cowbird  at  Cimarron,  Oklahoma  the  same 
day  coincided  with  the  passage  of  a warm 
front.  This  is  a relatively  small  but  notewor- 
thy haul. 

Florida  provided,  as  always,  much  food 
for  thought.  Two  Red-legged  Honeycreep- 
ers — never  before  recorded  in  the  United 
States — turned  up  on  offshore  island 
refuges  in  Florida  this  spring.  These  would 
seem  very  unlikely  to  have  been  escapees 
(especially  in  context  with  Florida’s  other 
Caribbean-basin  vagrants  this  spring,  such 
as  White-tipped  Dove),  but  the  state’s  bird 
records  committee  has  not  voted  to  include 
them  on  the  state’s  official  list.  The  two 
color-banded  Southern  Lapwings  in  Florida 
are  believed  to  be  escapees  from  a collec- 
tion, but  this  species  has  shown  increase 
through  Middle  America  (increasing  in 
Costa  Rica)  and  has  the  capacity  to  stray  to 
border  states.  Like  the  whistling-ducks, 
these  birds  are  conspicuous,  vocal,  and 
rather  gaudy.  This  season’s  record  of  nesting 
Double-striped  Thick-knees  at  Great 
Inagua  in  the  Bahamas — a species  known 
only  from  fossil  remains  here — should  give 
us  pause:  this  is  only  a day’s  flight  from  the 
Florida  mainland  (West  Indian  Whistling- 
Ducks,  of  course,  are  much  closer  still  to 
Florida).  As  we  attempt  to  distinguish 
human-assisted  from  natural  vagrants  from 
tropical  America,  we  should  keep  an  eye  on 
records  from  beyond  the  Bahamas  as  well: 
single  Large-billed  Terns  on  the  Caribbean 
coasts  of  Honduras  and  Costa  Rica,  where 
previously  unknown,  would  be  welcome 
visitors  to  any  sandbar,  lacustrine  or  estuar- 
ine, north  of  range. 

SPECIES  DECLINING  AND  SCARCE 

Spring  isn’t  the  time  to  assess  nesting  popu- 
lations of  most  species,  but  we  have  a few 
data  that  bode  well  or  ill  for  several  species. 
A banded  Piping  Plover,  thought  to  be 
Ontario’s  last  breeder,  was  alone  at  Lake-of- 
the-Woods  31  May,  and  none  returned  again 
to  Minnesota,  but  23  were  counted  in  the 
eastern  Arkansas  River  Valley  Colorado  5 
May  for  a state  high  count — hopefully  a 
positive  sign  for  that  Endangered  species  in 
the  interior.  The  summer  reports  will  carry 
more  complete  news  on  this  beautiful 
shorebird;  most  Atlantic  reports  document 
widespread  nesting  failure  as  a result  of 
unusually  high  tides  made  worse  by  easterly 
winds  in  May  and  June. 


Of  particular  concern  among  shorebirds 
are  those  that  stage  around  Delaware  Bay  in 
spring  and  re-fuel  on  the  eggs  of  Horseshoe 
Crab  before  continuing  on  to  Arctic  nesting 
grounds.  The  fishery  for  these  crabs  contin- 
ues in  the  state  of  Delaware,  despite  the 
opposition  of  conservation  groups,  and  the 
consequence  would  seem  to  be  clear:  counts 
of  Red  Knot  dropped  by  70%  compared  to 
the  same  time  in  2002,  Ruddy  Turnstone  by 
58%,  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  by  75%,  and 
Dunlin  by  67%.  To  what  extent  habitat  loss, 
climate  changes,  and/or  changes  in  prey 
resources  on  Arctic  nesting  grounds  play  a 
role  in  these  declines  we  do  not  know. 

Shorebird  counts  can  be  difficult  to  con- 
duct in  a consistent  manner,  and  complicat- 
ing the  situation  this  year  was  an  especially 
late  egg-laying  of  the  crabs,  both  in 
Delaware  Bay  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  Next 
year’s  counts  should  provide  a better  sense 
of  how  extensive  these  declines  are,  but  we 
note  that  this  year’s  numbers  were  only 
about  half  of  those  of  1997 — and  a quarter 
of  those  in  1986,  when  surveys  began. 
Counts  of  actual  crab  eggs  on  Delaware  Bay 
beaches  suggest  a greater  than  90%  reduc- 
tion of  this  resource  over  the  past  two 
decades  or  so,  and  so  the  question  of 
changes  in  the  nesting  grounds  do  not  need 
to  be  answered  before  we  take  action  to 
avert  the  ecological  collapse  of  vital 
stopover  sites. 

Grassland  birds,  whose  populations  are 
precarious  in  many  places,  were  not  the 
subject  of  much  attention  in  the  spring 
reports.  Loggerhead  Shrike,  where  men- 
tioned, was  noted  to  be  increasingly  scarce 
(Minnesota,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  southern 
California,  Oregon/Washington,  Maryland, 
Baja  California).  The  declining  Greater 
Prairie-Chicken  continued  to  do  so  at 
Prairie  State  Park,  Missouri,  where  Roger 
McNeill  notes  that  construction  disturbance 
appears  to  have  reduced  spring  displaying 
by  two-thirds;  but  the  reintroduced  popula- 
tion of  in  Grand  Forks  County,  North 
Dakota  “continues  to  flourish,”  according  to 
Ron  Martin. 

The  population  of  Kirtland’s  Warbler  is 
increasing,  with  the  highest  count  of  singing 
males  in  Michigan  in  2003 — 1202  birds! — 
ever  recorded  since  counts  began  in  1951. 
In  spring,  lone  migrants  were  found  at  Indi- 
ana, Pennsylvania  18  May,  at  Long  Point, 
Ontario  15  May,  at  Point  Pelee,  Ontario  17 
May,  and  at  Indiana  Dunes  State  Park  10 
May,  a neat  and  typical  week-long  window 
of  passage  in  the  spring.  We  received  no 
such  encouraging  words  on  Golden-winged 
Warbler;  the  latter  is  now  seen  less  fre- 
quently as  a migrant  or  nester  in  some 
regions  than  the  dominant  hybrid  form 
called  Brewsters  Warbler,  and  the  only 
extralimital  report  came  from  near 


—I 

313 


CHANGING  SEASONS 


Cheyenne,  Wyoming  17  May.  Single 
migrant  Golden-cheeked  Warblers,  also 
declining  and  listed  as  Endangered  federally, 
were  reported  on  the  somewhat  late  date  of 
4 April  in  both  Costa  Rica  and  northern 
Mexico. 

Whooping  Cranes  made  news  in  several 
unlikely  places,  owing  to  the  breeding  pro- 
gram at  Necedah  N.W.R.  in  Wisconsin:  sev- 
eral entered  Iowa  airspace  on  22  May,  and  in 
mid-April  one  was  in  Wilkes  County,  North 
Carolina.  Because  some  36  birds  now  move 
between  Wisconsin  and  Florida,  almost  any 
state  between  those  two  could  see  a Whoop- 
ing Crane  overhead  during  migration — look 
twice  at  any  flyover  “Wood  Stork.” 
Although  guided  by  ultralight  aircraft  on 
their  first  southbound  migration  to  Chassa- 
howitzka  N.W.R.  in  Florida,  the  cranes  are 
unassisted  on  the  northbound  return  to 
Wisconsin.  The  other  (nonmigratory,  intro- 
duced) Florida  population  is  estimated  to  be 
at  87  birds,  and  about  195  Whooping 
Cranes  make  up  the  core  population,  which 
nests  in  Canada  and  winters  on  the  Texas 
coast. 


LOST  LARIDS 

The  New  England  coast  boasts  excellent 
“gulling,”  and  the  coast  of  Massachusetts  in 
particular  is  prime  territory  for  Mew  Gulls 
in  the  East.  Most  (all?)  of  these  birds  have 
been  assumed  to  be,  or  have  been  identified 
conclusively  as,  the  nominate  form  of  Mew 
Gull  (Common  Gull)  from  Europe,  which 
was  again  noted  at  Newburyport  this  year  in 
early  March  and  which  is  also  found  regu- 
larly in  Newfoundland  (one  was  at  St.  Johns 
in  March  and  April  this  year).  From  New 
Brunswick,  however,  comes  a report  of  a 
probable  brachyrhychus  Mew  Gull  9-10 
May,  and  observers  should  be  keen,  as 
Simon  Perkins  writes,  to  photograph  the 
primary  pattern  of  all  Conunon/Mew  Gulls 
extensively,  so  that  subspecific  identity  can 
be  determined. 

There  are  some  individuals,  however, 
whose  primary  patterns  are  atypical 
(Moskoff  and  Bevier  2003).  For  illustra- 
tions of  such  birds,  see  the  new  Gulls  of 
North  America,  Europe,  and  Asia  (by  Klaus 
Mailing  Olsen  and  Mans  Larsson.  2003. 
Princeton  University  Press),  but  beware  the 
many  errors  in  captions  and  map  legends  in 
this  first  printing  of  that  text  (we  sympa- 
thize!). Of  course,  it’s  important  to  take 
into  account  Mew  Gull’s  two  other  taxa, 
kamtschatschensis  and  heinei,  both  possible 
visitors  anywhere  in  North  America. 

On  a side  note,  our  unbelievably  diligent 
Associate  Editor  Louis  Bevier  points  out 
that  “Mew  Gull”  was  first  associated  with 
cam is,  while  the  name  “Short-billed  Gull” 
belongs  to  brachyrhychus  properly.  The 
name  “Common  Gull”  was  a later  British 


name  intended  to  conjoin  the  two  as  a 
species,  as  was  “Mew  Gull”  on  this  side  of 
the  pond!  Perhaps  we  should  return  to 
these  more  appropriate,  older,  and  more 
descriptive  names,  contra  current  popular 
use?  See  the  extensive  discussion  in  the 
new  Birds  of  North  America  account  of  this 
species  (Moskoff  and  Bevier  2003). 

Rarer  gulls  in  the  continent’s  interior 
were  so  widely  reported  that  we  can  touch 
only  on  the  most  interesting.  Glaucous- 
winged and  Western  Gulls  are  species  for 
which  there  exists  little  firm  evidence  of 
vagrancy  far  into  the  interior.  Saskatchewan 
again  reported  two  Glaucous-winged  Gulls 
in  late  April  (its  fifth  and  sixth),  while  an 
“apparent”  ad.  Western  Gull  was  pho- 
tographed in  that  province  in  early  April.  If 
found  farther  east,  Glaucous-winged  might 
be  passed  off  as  (and  might  be)  a hybrid, 
whereas  Western  Gull  is  likely  to  go  unde- 
tected among  other  dark-backed  four-year 
gulls  and  sundry  presumed  hybrids.  West- 
ern Gull  has  been  detected  away  from 
marine  habitats  in  Mexico,  Orgeon,  Wash- 
ington, and  California,  so  interior  birders 
should  keep  an  eye  (and  mind)  open  for  this 
species:  there  is  a Chicago  specimen. 

Roseate  Tern  was  reported  with  unusu- 
ally high  frequency  on  the  coasts  of  New 
Jersey  and  nearby  in  the  spring;  one  was 
even  found  27  April  near  Rochester,  New 
York,  where  the  species  is  very  rare  (as  is 
true  anywhere  in  the  continent’s  interior). 
In  spring,  their  appearances  here,  as  well  off 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  were  attributed 
to  persistent  easterly  and  northeasterly 
winds  (the  “best”  since  1992),  but  the  high 
numbers  in  summer  were  a puzzle. 

The  answer  to  the  puzzle  comes  possibly 
from  the  New  England  column  this  season. 
An  offshore  oil  spill  off  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts  27  April  put  almost  100,000 
gallons  of  fuel  oil  into  the  water  and  onto 
nearby  shorelines.  Common  and  Red- 
throated  Loons  were  found  oiled  in  some 
numbers.  But  concern  ran  higher  for  the 
Roseate  Tern  colony  on  Ram  Island,  Buz- 
zards Bay,  Massachusetts,  and  so  noise- 
makers  were  set  up  there  to  discourage 
nesting,  which  might  otherwise  have 
resulted  in  many  oiled  terns.  One  wonders 
if  the  nonbreeding  birds  then  wandered 
southward.  Northeasterly  winds  explain  a 
few  displacements,  but  most  birds  moved 
by  weather  reorient  quickly,  especially 
terns.  The  numbers  of  Roseates  hanging 
around  beaches  south  of  breeding  range  in 
summer  are  far  more  likely  to  have  been 
non-breeders  from  Massachusetts,  which 
holds  most  of  the  continent’s  breeding 
Roseate  Terns. 

More  difficult  to  account  for  was  the 
“flight,”  for  so  it  was,  of  Least  Terns  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  United  States. 


Twelve  Least  Terns  in  Arizona,  almost  a fifth 
of  all  reports  for  that  state,  were  seen  15 
April-29  May,  while  four  in  Utah  spanned 
15  May-1  June,  and  two  in  Nevada  were 
noted  18  & 30  May.  One  wonders  whether 
these  birds  were  coming  from  western  Mex- 
ico or  southern  California;  three  Elegant 
Terns  together  at  Arivaca  Lake,  Arizona 
surely  must  have.  But  what  of  the  Sand- 
wich Tern  in  New  Mexico  at  Lake  Avalon  13 
May? 


LONGITUDINAL  DISPLACEMENTS 


• Birds  west 

We  tend  to  think  of  the  West  receiving  far 
more  vagrants  from  the  East  than  vice-versa 
in  the  spring,  and,  by  and  large,  this  holds 
true.  The  East  has  more  long-distance 
migrants,  mostly  Neotropical  migrants, 
than  does  the  West,  so  the  potential  pool  of 
vagrants  is  probably  greater  for  the  West  in 
the  first  place.  Because  the  West  is  so  vast, 
however,  patterns  can  be  difficult  to  detect, 
particularly  east  of  California,  where  excel- 
lent coverage  and  optimal  “cover"  in  desert 
traps  conspire  to  produce  a plethora  of 
vagrant  records.  Birds  that  congregate  in 
such  oases  or  on  mudflats  tend  to  be  espe- 
cially well  studied  and  documented;  this 
season,  for  instance,  a small  push  of  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers,  rare  out  West,  made  it 
to  Arizona  at  Willcox  15-26  May,  to  Utah  at 
Blanding  Sewage  Ponds  27  May,  and  to  Cal- 
ifornia at  Crowley  Lake  26  May  and  Point 
Reyes  National  Seashore  31  May  and  later. 
These  were  peak  dates  for  high  numbers  of 
the  species  out  East  as  well. 

Essentially  all  other  eastern  birds  west 
were  passerines.  There  were  some  four  Yel- 
low-throated Vireos  in  southern  California 
and  four  in  New  Mexico.  Oregon  had  its 
eighth  Blue-headed  Vireo  and  first  Sedge 
Wren,  a marvelous  find.  An  Eastern  Mead- 
owlark in  Colorado  in  late  April  was  the 
first  in  almost  as  decade  there,  while  a 
female  Orchard  Oriole  at  Corn  Creek, 
Nevada  in  mid-May  added  to  the  growing 
roster  of  western  appearances. 

“Eastern”  warblers  are  eagerly  awaited 
spring  vagrants  from  the  Plains  westward, 
but  this  season  was  not  an  especially  pro- 
ductive one  by  most  accounts.  Single 
Louisiana  Waterthrushes  were  at  Lytle,  Utah 
5 May  and  Monterey  County,  California  30 
May;  this  early  migrant  is  especially  rare  in 
the  Far  West.  Swainson’s  Warblers,  easily  as 
rare  in  most  localities,  were  detected  10  and 
13  May  in  Colorado  but  nowhere  else  to  the 
west,  as  is  usual.  Single  Worm-eating  War- 
blers were  rare  in  New  Mexico  4 May, 
Wyoming  17  May,  and  the  venerable  Butter- 
bredt  Spring,  California  on  the  same  day. 
Similarly  skulky,  Oporomis  warblers  out  of 
range  were  scarce.  Kentucky  Warblers 
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numbered  two  each  in  Arizona  (9  & 25 
May),  Colorado  (15  20  May),  New  Mex- 

ico (25  & 26  May),  and  California  (one 
wintering;  26  May),  while  Mourning  War- 
blers were  found  in  Idaho  22  May  (first  for 
the  state),  Oregon  18  May  (seventh),  and 
southern  California  26  May,  with  two  in 
Colorado  (21  & 27  May).  Other  extralimital 
gems  included  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  in 
Nevada  18-20  May,  a Prairie  Warbler  in 
Montana  21-25  April,  the  state’s  third,  Ore- 
gon’s ninth  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
24  May,  British  Columbia’s  fourth  Northern 

iParula  17  May,  and  single  Blackburnian 
Warblers  in  New  Mexico,  on  Southeast  Far- 
allon  Island,  California,  and  at  Butterbredt 
Spring,  all  26  May.  Enough  of  the  West 
Coast’s  eastern  vagrants  in  spring  turn  up  in 
June  that  the  full  story  will  be  told  in  the 
next  issue. 

• Birds  east 

It  does  seem  to  be  the  case  that  eastern  bird- 
ers are  detecting  western  vagrants  with 
greater  frequency  (see,  for  instance,  the  lead 
article  in  this  issue).  The  Clark’s  Grebe  in 
coastal  North  Carolina  was  yet  another 
exemplar  of  a western  rarity  unthinkable  a 
few  years  ago.  Another  Texas  Surfbird  (its 
eighth!)  was  the  only  western  shorebird 
reported  out  of  range. 

Western  vagrant  passerines  in  the  East 
seldom  show  patterns  of  occurrence  in 
spring.  Two  reports  of  Brewer’s  Sparrow — 
one  on  Kent  Island,  New  Brunswick  4 May, 
the  other  banded  at  Thunder  Cape  Bird 
Observatory,  Ontario  27  May — were  among 
the  top  finds  in  this  department  this  season, 
though  reports  of  Baird’s  Sparrow  from  Wis- 
consin (6  & 8 May)  and  Louisiana  (27 
April)  were  outstanding  as  well,  especially 
given  the  retiring  habits  of  this  species  out- 
side the  breeding  season.  Lazuli  Buntings 
have  shown  a weak  increase  in  records  east 
of  range  in  recent  years:  one  was  in  Michi- 
gan 19  May,  another  in  Minnesota  31  May, 
while  South  Carolina  had  one  30  March  and 
later.  Single  Vermilion  Flycatchers  made  it 
to  South  Carolina  and  Ontario,  while  Say’s 
Phoebes  were  in  Ontario,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Jersey,  where  a Western  Mead- 
owlark was  also  reported.  Spotted  Towhees 
were  reported  from  Ontario  and  Virginia. 
Monhegan  Island,  Maine  outdid  itself  this 
spring,  with  the  “jewel  in  the  crown"  there 
an  Eastern  Bell’s  Vireo  20-21  May.  Ontario 
had  the  lion’s  share  of  western  warblers:  a 
Virginia’s  at  Port  Lambton  14  May,  a 
Townsends  at  Nolalu  21  May,  and  single 
Hermit  Warblers  7 and  13  May. 

Old  World  species  east  of  range  were 
restricted  mostly  to  Alaska,  with  the  star- 
tling exceptions  of  single  Black-backed 
Wagtails  10  May  at  Inyo  County,  California 
and  21-25  April  in  British  Columbia,  which 


also  had  a Red-necked  Stint.  Manitoba’s  first 
Brambling  1 6 March  was  probably  left  over 
from  a late-fall  or  winter  flight.  Alaska, 
without  Aleutian  coverage  in  most  of 
spring,  did  well  by  most  standards,  netting 
two  each  of  Stonechat,  Great  Knot,  and 
Common  Greenshank,  with  a Black-winged 
Stilt  to  St.  George  Island  and  a Naumann’s 
(Dusky)  Thrush  on  St.  Paul  Island  being  the 
pearls  of  the  season.  The  stilt,  only  the  sec- 
ond ever  recorded  on  this  continent,  was 
identified  as  of  the  nominate  subspecies, 
which  ranges  no  closer  to  Alaska  than  Korea 
and  central  China,  although  there  are  a few 
nesting  records  for  several  central  prefec- 
tures of  Honshu,  Japan.  Two  more  Black- 
winged Stilts  were  found  at  Shetnya  Island 
in  the  Aleutians  1-9  June. 

NEW  MEMBERS  OF  OUR  AVIFAUNA 

Florida  now  has  nesting  House  Crows. 
This  comes  as  no  surprise  to  those  who 
have  followed  the  species’  spread  through 
the  Old  World:  these  clever  birds  use  ocean- 
going vessels  in  their  diaspora.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see  how  Florida  wildlife  offi- 
cials deal  with  this  latest  addition  to  their 
avifauna  (the  fate  of  Canada’s  colonizing 
Eurasian  Jackdaws — extermination — has 
not  gone  over  well  with  most  bird  enthusi- 
asts). 

Another  species  likely  to  breed  in  Florida 
soon.  Tricolored  Munia  (Tricolored  Man- 
nikin) may  be  colonizing  the  state  from  bur- 
geoning Caribbean  populations,  such  as 
appears  to  be  the  case  in  Honduras  and 
Belize:  see  the  summer’s  Central  America 
regional  report  for  details.  One  wonders,  in 
light  of  the  spread  of  so  many  exotics  in 
North  America  recently,  how  far  to  the 
north  these  species  could  range  if  they  do 
manage  a toehold  in  Florida. 

Birds’  dynamic  capacities  to  adapt  to  the 
changing  environment  never  cease  to 
astound.  But  in  quiet  moments,  birders 
who  have  been  at  it  for  decades  confide: 
these  seem  strange  times.  Reintroductions 
and  introductions  of  bird  species  proceed, 
intentionally  and  otherwise,  at  a rate  to 
rival  that  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
our  best  efforts  to  chronicle  the  changes  in 
“natural”  bird  distribution  are  complicated 
and  confounded — obliquely,  a priori — by 
the  traffic  in  tropical  and  temperate  species 
alike.  The  juxtaposition  of  whistling-ducks 
and  Red-necked  Grebes  only  hints  at  the 
fascinating  but  unsettling  avian  biogeogra- 
phy of  the  present,  the  melange  of  released, 
reintroduced,  escaped,  and  displaced  birds 
at  so  many  crossroads  on  the  continent. 
Trumpeter  Swans,  California  Condors,  and 
Whooping  Cranes  appear  in  absurd  places; 
many  of  us  have  backyard  Monk  Parakeets 
or  Eurasian  Collared-Doves;  Florida  hosts 
two  dozen  psittacids,  while  the  likes  of 


Brown  Pelicans  and  Black-winged  Stilts 
roam  Alaska  simultaneously;  and  we  might 
travel  great  distances  to  connect  with  such 
sublime  species  as  Thick-billed  Parrot, 
Red-legged  Honeycreeper,  or  Whooper 
Swan,  but  then  drive  home  with  the  nag- 
ging wonder  about  these  birds’  prove- 
nance. Little  wonder  that  we  sometimes 
feel  as  disoriented  as  some  of  these 
extralimital  birds  appear  to  be.  Depaysment 
might  be  described  as  the  uprooting  of  an 
ordinary  fact  or  incident  from  its  expected 
context,  with  the  effect  of  liberating  its 
quality  of  mystery  or  poetic  force:  I imag- 
ine our  own  depaysment  as  I look  into  the 
Sphinx-like  golden  eyes  of  that  Thick- 
billed  Parrot. 
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The  recent  record-cold  winter  gave  way 
reluctantly  to  a very  cool,  wet  spring 
with  few  significant  movements  of 
migrants,  but  also  to  a spring  without  notable 
storms  or  bird  mortality.  There  were — not 
unexpectedly  given  the  Region’s  favorable  geo- 
graphic position — numerous  rarities  to  excite 
the  weather-weary  birders,  including  four 
potential  provincial  firsts. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Bird  Society  has,  for 
nearly  50  years,  done  a commendable  job  of 


compiling  and  communicating  the  changes  in 
the  province’s  birdlife  through  its  quarterly 
magazine  Nova  Scotia  Birds.  A number  of  vol- 
unteer editors  divide  the  task  among  them- 
selves, and  their  reports  are  indispensable  to 
the  preparation  of  this  Region’s  report.  Such 
a journal  would  be  most  welcome  in  New 
Brunswick,  which  has  a large  cadre  of  active 
and  competent  observers,  as  the  listserve 
postings  on  “NatureNB”  indicate.  Alas,  an 
active  Internet  discussion  group  cannot  sub- 
stitute for  the  systematic  collection  and 
analysis  of  bird  sightings.  One  could  argue 
that  Prince  Edward  Island  is  too  small  to 
achieve  this  goal,  but  Roger  Etcheverry  of 
Saint-Pierre  has  done  a superb  job  on  the 
French  islands  for  many  years,  and  so  we 
hope  to  see  standardized  data  collection  soon 
from  all  corners  of  the  Region.  Thanks  to 
Roger  for  his  thorough  reporting  and  to 
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David  Christie  for  pulling  together  data  from 
New  Brunswick.  Lance  Laviolette,  who  col- 
lects and  distributes  Nova  Scotia’s  sightings  to 
the  Nova  Scotia  Birds  editors  for  analysis,  also 
helped  enormously. 

Abbreviations:  A. B.O.  (Atlantic  Bird  Obser- 
vatory); B.l.  (Brier  1.,  NS);  B.P.I.  (Bon  Portage 
I.,  NS);  C.S.l.  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS);  G.  M. 
(Grand  Manan  archipelago,  NB);  H.R.M. 
(Halifax  Regional  Municipality,  NS), 
N.A.M.C.  (North  American  Migration  Count, 
10  May);  N.S.B.S.  (Nova  Scotia  Bird  Society). 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

About  20  Red-throated  Loons  were  noted  in 
Nova  Scotia  in  mid-May,  and  an  impressive 
1500  were  recorded  flying  n.  past  Lameque  L, 
NB  14  May  (Hilaire  Chiasson).  Pied-billed 
Grebes  popped  up  in  unexpected  locations, 
including  one  at  Flemming  Park,  H.R.M. 
21-22  Apr  (Patricia  Chalmers)  and  St.  John’s, 
NF  7 May  (TB).  Etcheverry  of  Saint-Pierre 
reports  on  Red-necked  Grebes:  "This  was  a 
'medium-low’  year  for  the  species,  with  a max- 
imum for  the  whole  island  of  about  250  birds. 
Would  the  birds  missing  around  here  be  those 
reported  as  a 'memorable  influx’  in  the  mid- 
Atlantic  states  [in  late  February  through 
March]?”  Although  Red-necked  Grebes  are 
common  off  St.  Pierre,  they  remain  quite 
scarce  off  adjacent  Newfoundland.  An  early 
Double-crested  Cormorant  17  Apr  at  Saint- 
Pierre  was  thought  to  have  overwintered  (Pas- 
cal Asselin),  although  migrants  had  certainly 
arrived  farther  s.  in  the  Region  before  then. 

A lone  American  Bittern  reached  Saint- 
Pierre  30  Apr  (LJ,  m.  ob.),  remaining 
through  19  May,  and  an  encouraging  21  were 
found  on  the  N.A.M.C.  in  Nova  Scotia.  A 
Least  Bittern,  a species  reported  less  than 
annually  in  the  Region,  was  on  C.S.L  31  May 
(MN).  It  was  a paltry  spring  for  “southern” 
herons  and  egrets,  one  of  the  poorest  in  years 
(Newfoundland  and  Labrador  had  none), 
with  only  6 Snowy  Egrets  and  5 Little  Blue 
Herons  in  the  Region.  The  4th  Tricolored 
Heron  for  the  French  islands  turned  up  at  St. 
Pierre  (m.  ob.,  ph.);  another  was  in  New 
Brunswick.  The  Prince  Edward  I.  Great 
Egrets  were  at  Stratford  28  Apr-8  May  (DS  et 
al.),  at  East  Point  20  May  (DS),  and  at  Tignish 
26  May  (B.  McOrmand,  J.  Blanchard).  No 
Green  Herons  were  seen  away  from  New 
Brunswick,  where  they  nest.  One  of  the  2 
Cattle  Egrets  noted  in  Nova  Scotia  this  season 
was  a cooperative  individual  along  the  shore- 
line at  Halifax’s  busy  Point  Pleasant  Park 
14-20  Apr.  The  only  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  a molting  ad.  on  C.S.L  25  May 
(MN).  Of  4 Glossy  Ibis  reported,  3 were  in 
New  Brunswick,  one  in  Nova  Scotia. 

A Turkey  Vulture  was  seen  at  Wood 
Islands,  PEI  4 May  (H.  Van  Duiven),  and 
while  the  species  is  rare  on  the  island,  vulture 
sightings  might  be  expected  to  increase  as  the 
species  continues  its  spread  northeastward 
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from  its  s.  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
range.  There  were  20+  reports  of  singles  and 
groups  in  New  Brunswick,  along  with  many 
Nova  Scotia  mainland  sightings,  mostly  from 
the  southwest,  especially  in  Digby. 


WATERFOWL 

Snow  Geese  were  few  and  far  between  this 
year  away  from  their  Regional  stronghold  on 
the  Restigouche  Estuary  in  n.  New 
Brunswick,  where  a maximum  of  2000  was 
counted  13  May.  Elsewhere  in  the  Region,  2 
were  at  Locke  Shore  Road,  PEI  25  Mar  (Les 
Homans),  one  at  Meadowbank,  PEI  8 Apr  (P. 
Chan),  and  one  in  Kings,  NS  18  Apr  (Judy 
Tufts).  The  large  Brant  flock  at  C.S.l.  peaked 
at  8500  on  10  Mar  (JN). 

All  European  waterfowl  reports  came  from 
New  Brunswick  and  Newfoundland,  with  one 
notable  sighting  of  a pair  of  Eurasian 
Wigeons  at  Labrador  City  23  May  (fide  TB). 
Tufted  Ducks  numbered  12  (2  in  New 
Brunswick,  the  rest  in  Newfoundland)  and 
Eurasian  Wigeon  7,  with  6 Common 
(Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal  reported 
Regionally.  King  Eiders  were  present  in  single 
digits  daily  in  Mar  among  Common  Eiders  off 
the  Avalon  Peninsula,  NF,  and  from  Apr 
through  early  May,  New  Brunswickers 
reported  an  impressive  6 birds,  all  males; 
Nova  Scotians  found  but  one.  The  striking 
male  hybrid  King  x Common  Eider  noted 
last  winter  and  spring  returned  to  St. 
Andrews,  NB  28  Feb-25  Mar  (Jim  & Jean 
Wilson,  Tracey  Dean).  An  impressive  30,000 
sea  ducks  passed  Pt.  Lepreau,  NB  25  Apr, 
mostly  scoters  and  eiders.  Heavy  ice  condi- 
tions may  have  delayed  the  scoter  migration 
through  the  Restigouche  Estuary,  as  10,000 
birds  were  noted  in  mid-Apr  resting  on  open 
water  in  the  Northumberland  Strait  e.  of  the 
Confederation  Bridge  (Kathy  Popma);  they 
shifted  n.  by  months  end.  There  were 
encouraging  numbers  of  Harlequin  Ducks 
reported  from  each  province  as  well  as  from 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  with  many  double- 
digit totals,  which  suggests  that  the  species  is 
recovering  in  the  Region. 


DIURNAL  RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

There  was  a suggestive  report  of  a Swallow- 
tailed Kite  by  a non-birder  26  May  at 
Cloverdale,  NB  (Winston  Johnston),  but  the 
bird  could  not  be  relocated.  There  were  5 or 
so  sightings  of  Cooper’s  Hawk  from  New 
Brunswick  (where  the  species  has  bred), 
while  in  Nova  Scotia,  Terry  Paquet  provided  a 
good  description  of  one  over  B.l.  22  May. 
This  province  still  lacks  firm  documentation 
for  this  species,  which  is  reported  annually.  A 
pair  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  at  Kouchi- 
bouguac  N.R  9 May  was  beyond  the  limited 
New  Brunswick  breeding  range  (Mike 
LeBlanc).  Prince  Edward  Island  hosted  2 
provincially  rare  raptors:  a dark-morph 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  well  studied  at  New 
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Harmony  31  May  (D.  McAskill  et  al.),  while  a 
Golden  Eagle  was  at  East  Point  20  May  (DS  et 
ah).  Another  Golden  Eagle  was  noted  at  New 
Horton  Ridge,  NB  28  Mar  (Connie  Colpitts, 
Ron  Sleeves).  Gyrfalcons  were  reported  only 
from  New  Brunswick  (3  in  Mar)  and  New- 
foundland (5  on  the  Avalon  Pen.  through 
mid- Apr).  Two  Sandhill  Cranes  were  enjoyed 
in  Nova  Scotia,  one  in  Canso,  Guysborough 
5-28  May  (Steve  Bushell),  the  other  at 
Schooner  Pond,  Cape  Breton  25  May  (Junior 
Metcalf).  The  overwintering  bird  at  The 
Goulds,  near  St.  Johns,  NF  was  last  reported 
in  early  May.  How  long  before  Sandhill 
Cranes  start  breeding  in  the  Region? 

In  Nova  Scotia,  approximately  500  shore- 
birds  survived  the  winter,  almost  exclusively 
at  C.S.l. , with  the  flock  including  50+  Black- 
bellied  Plovers,  10  Ruddy  Turnstones,  250 
Dunlin,  10  Red  Knots,  the  remainder  being 
Sanderlings.  Three  Dunlin  apparently  sur- 
vived the  harsh  winter  at  St  Pierre  et 
Miquelon.  Mactavish  reports  from  Newfound- 
land that  “there  was  a small  influx  of  Euro- 
pean Golden-Plovers:  one  28  Apr  at  Bonavista 
(John  Joy),  7 on  3 May  at  St.  John’s,  with  at 
least  2 remaining  to  12  May  (Paul  Linegar  et 
al.),  and  a single  17  May  at  Cape  Spear  (Ken 
Knowles).”  North  America’s  southernmost 
breeding  Semipalmated  Plovers  (one  pair) 
returned  to  C.S.L  18  May.  C.S.l.  is  also  the 
summer  home  to  the  continent’s  northernmost 
breeding  pair  of  American  Oystercatchers, 
which  returned  14  Apr  for  a 4th  breeding  sea- 
son (the  last  two  being  successful). 

There  was  a record  tally  of  577  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  on  the  N.A.M.C.,  which  may  suggest 
that  breeding  in  Nova  Scotia  is  more  wide- 
spread than  previously  thought.  A total  of  4 
Willets  at  St.  Pierre  4 May  was  a local  high 
count,  as  was  the  N.A.M.C.  total  of  646  in 
Nova  Scotia.  The  only  Upland  Sandpipers 
reported  were  from  New  Brunswick,  where 
there  remains  a tiny  breeding  population. 
Spring  Whimbrels  are  Regionally  rare,  but 
there  were  20+  in  Nova  Scotia’s  s.  counties  in 
late  May  as  well  as  an  early  May  individual  on 
G.M.  There  have  been  but  four  previous 
spring  records  of  Stilt  Sandpiper  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, so  3 breeding-plumaged  ads.  on  C.S.l.  on 
1 May  were  especially  noteworthy  (MN,  JN). 
A female  Ruff  was  at  Bertrand,  NB  10-1 1 May 
(Rodrigue  Landry  et  al).  Wilsons  Phalaropes 
continue  their  Regional  decline,  with  but  a 
single  New  Brunswick  sighting. 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  reached  both  New 
Brunswick  6-8  May  (v.o.;  adjacent  locales  in 
Lower  Jemseg  area)  and  St.  Pierre  15  May  (ph. 
LJ).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  9-10  May  at  McGowan’s 
Comer,  NB  (Jim  Edsall  et  al.)  was  thought  by 
some  observers  to  be  of  the  w.  subspecies 
brachyrhychas'  the  photograph  is  apparently 
inconclusive.  A canus  Mew  Gull  (Common 
Gull)  was  at  St.  John’s,  NF  30  Mar  and  5 Apr 


(BMt).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  are  so  rou- 
tine in  e.  Newfoundland  as  to  elicit  no  com- 
ment, but  they  were  also  widespread  elsewhere, 
with  10  or  so  reported  from  New  Brunswick 
and  nearly  that  many  from  Nova  Scotia. 

In  Nova  Scotia,  John  Kearney  spotted  2 
Caspian  Terns  in  Antigonish  Harbour  25  Apr, 
and  there  were  subsequent  sightings  of  these 
birds  in  the  area.  Caspian  Terns  are  expected 
annually  along  Nova  Scotia’s  Northumber- 
land Shore,  but  elsewhere  in  the  province 
they  are  quite  rare  indeed,  so  Raymond  D’en- 
tremont  considered  himself  most  fortunate  to 
find  a group  of  3 in  Lower  West  Pubnico  2 
May.  The  species  is  equally  unexpected  along 
the  Atlantic  coast:  James  Hirtle  had  one  at 
LaHave,  Lunenburg  10  May,  while  Robert 
Lewis  found  one  on  L.  Micrnac,  H.R.M.  8 
May.  There  were  four  reports  from  New 
Brunswick,  where  the  species  is  more  routine, 
and  one  from  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon.  Eliza- 
beth Doull  and  Fulton  Lavender  enjoyed  a 
White-winged  Tern  at  Westhaver  Beach, 
Lunenburg,  NS  29  May,  and  the  written  report 
is  studiously  thorough.  This  is  the  first 
report  of  the  species  from  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  2nd  Regionally,  with  the  other  record 
coming  from  New  Brunswick. 

DOVES  THROUGH  STARLING 

A rare  spring  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  on 
C.S.L  28  May  (JN,  Mn).  Jean-Sebastien 
Guenette  heard  an  Eastern  Screech-Owl  28 
Apr  during  an  owl  survey  at  Parkindale,  NB. 
This  Regionally  enigmatic  species  is  an 
unproven  breeder,  despite  a few  reports  in 
New  Brunswick  during  the  Maritimes  Breed- 
ing Bird  Atlas  project.  The  overwintering 
Long-eared  Owl  on  C.S.I.’s  Cape  Sable  was 
found  dead  1 Mar,  and  the  same  fate  likely 
befell  the  15  Short-eared  Owls  at  the  same 
location  (at  least  one  corpse  was  found), 
where  locally  uncharacteristic  heavy  snows 
made  prey  inaccessible.  On  Prince  Edward 
Island,  a Long-eared  Owl  was  found  at  L. 
Verde  31  May  (Dan  McAskill,  Ray  Cooke).  A 
female  Whip-poor-will  was  seen  flying  at 
dusk  at  C.S.L  12  May  (JN);  the  species  is 
rarely  seen  on  migration  in  the  Region. 
Another  at  Springfield,  NS  was  said  to  have 
arrived  in  late  Apr,  record  early  in  the 
province,  with  singing  heard  nightly  after- 
wards through  at  least  10  May,  and  yet 
another  was  calling  20  May  near  New  Ross, 
NS  (both  Kim  Huskins).  A very  early  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  in  Lunenbiug,  NS  25 
Apr  was  found  dead  a few  days  later.  The 
only  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  a female 
20  May  at  a feeder  in  Shelburne,  NS  (Donna 
Ensor).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  23  Mar  at 
Doctors  Cove,  NS  was  record  early  (Terry 
Crowell  et  al.),  but  might  it  have  wintered 
locally?  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  a 
local  rarity  in  St.  John’s  in  late  May  (A. 
Hughes  et  al.).  A female  American  Three- 
toed Woodpecker  was  noted  at  Lameque,  NB 
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Eurasian  Jackdaw  was  one  of  the  season's  highlights.  First  reported  as  a "large  grackle"  from  a feeder  at  Lower 
E.  Chezzetcook,  NS,  it  was  definitively  identified  and  photographed  19  Apr  (IM,  FL)  and  determined  to  be  of  the 
"western"  race.  It  may  have  been  around  for  some  time,  as  there  was  an  unconfirmed  (and  undocumented)  report  two 
years  earlier  from  the  same  area. 


16  Mar;  the  species  is  perhaps  the  Region’s 
rarest  resident  bird.  A pair  of  nesting  Black- 
backed  Woodpeckers  on  B.I.  represented  the 
first  local  nest  record  for  this  well-watched 
island.  One  Northern  Flicker  apparently 
overwintered  on  St.  Pierre  (fide  LJ). 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  27  May  on  St. 
Pierre  was  record  early  by  one  day  (RE),  and 
a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  on  the  same  day  at 
Lameque  I.  was  an  unusual  species  for  ne. 
New  Brunswick  (Roger  Dumaresq).  New 
Brunswick  had  its  first  spring  Say’s  Phoebe 
1 7—19  Apr  at  Saint  John  (Ian  Cameron),  for  a 
5th  confirmed  provincial  record  and  the  2nd 
this  year.  An  Eastern  Kingbird  on  St.  Pierre 
10  May  was  nine  days  earlier  than  average 
(RE).  Two  spring  Yellow-throated  Vireos 
made  a good  haul,  one  on  B.PI.  1-4  May 
(A.B.O.),  the  other  on  B.I.  18  May  (N.S.B.S.). 
There  were  four  May  reports  of  Warbling 
Vireos  in  Nova  Scotia  where  the  species  is 
seasonally  scarce,  unlike  in  neighbouring 
New  Brunswick.  Blue  Jays  now  seem  to  be 
resident  on  St.  Pierre,  as  several  birds  over- 
wintered and  remained  to  breed  (RE). 

Two  provincially  rare  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  over  B.I.  17  May 
(N.S.B.S.).  A single  Black-capped  Chickadee 
19  May  on  St.  Pierre  was  considered  a notable 
local  record.  Many  observers  have  described 
a decline  in  the  Boreal  Chickadee  population 
in  Nova  Scotia,  but  the  N.A.M.C.  results 
showed  numbers  near  the  long-term  average. 
By  contrast  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  num- 
bers are  down  50%  from  long-term  Regional 
totals,  notwithstanding  a good  movement 
noted  on  G.M.  in  Apr.  The  species  remains 
scarce  on  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  as  well,  and 
the  recent  harsh  winter  is  likely  to  blame  for 
the  Regional  decline.  A male  Northern 
Wheatear  was  found  18  May  on  White  Head 
I.,  G.M.  (ST  et  al.).  A dozen  or  more  pairs  of 
Eastern  Bluebirds  were  reported  from  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  with  another 
seen  at  Nail  Pond,  PEI  28  May  (DS  et  ah).  On 
St.  Pierre,  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  continue 
their  decline  (only  2 this  spring),  while  Her- 
mit Thrush  is  now  the  French  islands’  most 
common  thrush  (RE).  Frank  Branch  suc- 
ceeded in  confirming  an  addition  to  New 
Brunswick’s  list,  a Redwing  that  perched 
briefly  in  his  yard  at  Trudel  29  Mar  (fide  DC). 
The  bird  was  relocated  at  nearby  Paquetville 
1-7  Apr. 

It  was  a banner  year  for  Brown  Thrashers, 
with  the  following  Apr-May  provincial  totals: 
New  Brunswick  14  (including  7 at  Penn- 
field);  Nova  Scotia  10  (including  a single  at 


the  only  provincial  breeding  site  on  C.S.I.); 
and  Prince  Edward  Island  one,  at  Emyvale  21 
May.  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  reported  only 
from  New  Brunswick,  with  at  least  one  flock 
in  Apr  totaling  more  than  100  birds. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Nova  Scotia  enjoyed  a fine  spring  for  rarer 
warblers.  These  included  a female  Blue- 
winged Warbler  on  B.I.  18  May  (FL,  Bill  & 
Eileen  Billington),  a Pine  Warbler  banded  on 
B.P.I.  in  early  May  (A.B.O.),  a Prothonotary 
Warbler  at  Dartmouth  14  Apr  (Elaine  Black), 
a male  Kentucky  Warbler  at  the  Port  1’Hebert 
Pocket  Wilderness,  Queen s 19  May  (TP,  per- 
haps the  5th  spring  record  for  Nova  Scotia), 
and  3 Hooded  Warblers — a long-staying  and 
most  cooperative  male  on  C.S.I.  18  Apr-4 
May  (MN  et  al.)  and  2 on  B.P.I.  in  the  first 
week  of  May,  one  of  which  was  banded 
(A.B.O.).  New  Brunswick  had  its  own  war- 
blers about  which  to  boast:  a Yellow-throated 
Warbler  18  May  at  Salisbury  (Jackie  & Lloyd 
DeCoste)  and  the  province’s  first  confirmed 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  17-20  Apr  at  Chance 
Harbour  (Normand  Belliveau,  m.  ob.,  ph.); 
there  are  about  four  previous  sight  records  of 
the  species  for  the  province.  A Magnolia  War- 
bler 12  May  at  St.  Pierre  was  record  early  by 
three  days  (fide  RE),  and  an  Ovenbird  there  27 
May  was  also  considered  noteworthy  (RE). 

Atypically,  New  Brunswick  out-scored  Nova 
Scotia  in  the  Summer  Tanager  sweepstakes, 
three  sightings  to  one,  all  in  the  first  half  of 
May,  although  the  Nova  Scotia  bird  was  at  the 
least-likely  locale,  the  village  of  Catalone  on 
Cape  Breton  I.;  that  tanager  eventually  fell 
prey  to  a cat.  Nova  Scotia  had  the  Region’s 
only  Eastern  Towhees,  4 in  total,  including 
one  that  had  successfully  overwintered  at  Fal- 
mouth. Field  Sparrows  were  in  short  supply, 
with  but  3 in  Nova  Scotia  and  2 in  New 
Brunswick.  New  Brunswick’s  first  report  of  a 
Brewer’s  Sparrow — seen  on  Kent  I.  4 May — 
was  accompanied  by  a good  description,  but 
no  photographs  were  taken  (Nathaniel  Wheel- 
wright and  students).  There  is  one  previous 
Regional  record,  from  Nova  Scotia  in  Sep.  A 
migrant  nominate  Savannah  Sparrow  was 
quite  early  6 Apr  at  Taylor  Village,  NB  (AC  et 
al.).  Spring  Grasshopper  Sparrows  are  excep- 
tionally rare  in  the  Region,  but  one  20  May  at 
Castalia,  NB  was  especially  unusual  (AC  et 
al.).  Song  Sparrows,  while  still  uncommon  on 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  are  continuing  to 
increase  in  number,  and  several  made  it 
through  the  winter  (RE).  Two  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows successfully  overwintered  in  Newfound- 


land, as  did  single  White-crowned  Sparrows  in 
both  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  Forty 
White-crowned  Sparrows  were  counted  on  the 
N.A.M.C.  in  Nova  Scotia.  Pascal  Asselin 
found  30+  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  on  St.  Pierre  18 
May,  a notable  concentration  for  this  elusive 
species;  there  were  also  hundreds  of  White- 
throated  Sparrows  there  in  the  3rd  week  of 
May. 

Two  male  Northern  Cardinals  20  Mar  at 
Argyle  Shore,  PEI  (Lome  Yeo)  provided  fur- 
ther evidence  of  the  species’  expansion  in  the 
Region.  A major  influx  of  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  was  noted  16  May  in  s.  New 
Brunswick;  earlier  extralimital  individuals 
were  noted  at  St.  Lawrence,  NF  28  Apr  (G.  & 
N.  Wilson)  and  St.  Pierre  4 May  (Dominique 
Gouverne).  Nova  Scotia  had  all  the  Blue 
Grosbeaks  this  spring,  5 in  total,  including  3 
at  one  feeder  in  Shag  Harbour  5 May.  Indigo 
Buntings  were  more  equitably  shared,  with 
20+  in  Nova  Scotia,  10+  in  New  Brunswick, 
one  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  3 at  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon.  Two  male  Bobolinks  at 
Milford,  NS  29  Apr  were  unusually  early 
(Don  MacLaughlin).  Rusty  Blackbirds  con- 
tinue their  decline  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  the 
N.A.M.C.  total  of  27  is  less  than  half  that  of 
recent  years,  and  the  lowest  since  1995,  when 
there  were  many  fewer  observers.  By  contrast 
a N.A.M.C.  total  of  6000+  Common  Grackles 
suggests  one  reason  for  the  decline  of  Rusty 
Blackbirds,  as  grackles  are  now  being  found 
in  many  of  the  bogs  and  wet  areas  formerly 
favored  by  the  Rusties.  Brown-headed  Cow- 
birds  are  thankfully  scarce  on  the  mainland 
and  rarer  still  in  Newfoundland,  where  a sin- 
gle bird  at  Kippens  15  Apr  was  newsworthy 
(B.  Winsor).  Orchard  Orioles  made  a very 
poor  showing,  with  just  3 in  Nova  Scotia,  all 
in  May,  at  B.I.,  C.S.I. , and  Portuguese  Cove, 
H.R.M.  Away  from  Nova  Scotia  there  were 
singles  at  Grand  Harbour,  NB  16  May,  and 
Maxitneville,  PEI  19  May.  Pine  Grosbeaks 
were  thin  on  the  ground,  and  both  Red  and 
White- winged  Crossbills  were  very  scarce 
indeed,  with  the  latter  reported  only  from 
Nova  Scotia.  Pine  Siskins  reappeared  in  very 
modest  numbers  across  the  Region  after 
being  virtually  absent  all  winter,  .and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  widespread  in  rural  areas, 
albeit  in  low  numbers. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face, for  Nova  Scotia  unless  otherwise  noted): 
Todd  Boland,  David  Christie  (New 
Brunswick),  Alain  Clavette,  Roger 
Etcheberry  (St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon),  Sylvia 
Fullerton,  Ulli  Hoeger,  Andy  Horn,  Laurent 
Jackman,  Fulton  Lavender,  Bmce  Mactavish 
(BMt;  Newfoundland),  Blake  Maybank 
(BMy),  Dave  McCorquodale,  Ken  McKenna, 
Ian  McLaren,  Murray  Newell,  Johnny  Nick- 
erson, Terry  Paquet,  David  Seeler,  Richard 
Stern,  Stuart  Tingley. 





Most  of  the  Region  experienced 
bclow-normal  spring  temperatures 
and  below-normal  precipitation, 
one  exception  being  the  extreme  southern 
part  of  the  province,  where  precipitation  was 
above  average.  The  migration  was  slightly 
delayed,  and  there  were  few  vagrants  and  no 
big  fallouts.  On  a positive  side,  the  hawk 
migration  was  the  fourth  best  ever  recorded 
in  the  Montreal  area. 

LOONS  THROUGH  OWLS 

An  estimated  4000  Red-throated  Loons 
migrating  off  the  tip  of  the  Gaspe  Pen.  at 
Sainte-Therese-de-Gaspe  12  May  certainly 
made  an  impressive  sight  (A.  Couture).  The 
major  invasion  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
noticed  s.  of  the  Great  Lakes  in  late 
Feb-early  Mar  was  also  felt  here,  with  sin- 
gles at  Saint-Come  7 Mar  ( fide  Luc  Trem- 
blay), Beauharnois  8 Mar  (PB  et  al.),  and 
Noyan  8 Mar  (S.  Mathieu  et  al.).  Southern 
herons  were  very  scarce,  with  only  one 
Glossy  Ibis  being  reported,  at  Saint- 
Barthelemy  4-11  May  (LS  et  al.,  m.  ob.). 
Noteworthy  was  a Black  Vulture  at  Res- 
tigouche,  Gaspcsie  11  May  (Lyne  Tremblay). 
Turkey  Vultures  established  a seasonal 
record  of  266  at  the  Saint-Stanislas-de- 
Kostka  hawkwatch  located  w.  of  Montreal 
(BB,  MM). 

Single  Barnacle  Geese  turned  up  at 
Boucherville  8-9  Apr  (R.  Calderoni,  m.  ob.), 
Portneuf  17  Apr  (P  Caron),  and  Victoriaville 
2-3  May  (J-  Nadeau,  CR).  Two  Tundra 
Swans  at  Saint-Georges-de-Beauce  5 May  (R. 
Turgeon)  and  4 at  Saint-Pamphile  30  May 
(JG.  Chouinard)  were  e.  of  their  range.  A 
banded  Cinnamon  Teal  of  undetermined 
origin  took  up  residence  at  Rouyn-Noranda 
15-31  May+  (A.  Levesque,  C.  Aube,  m.  ob., 
ph.).  An  American  x Eurasian  intergrade 
Green-winged  Teal  at  Baie-du-Febvre  27  Apr 
represented  a rare  sighting  (P.  Franche).  A 
very  cooperative  male  Tufted  Duck  spent 
several  days  at  Venise-en-Quebec  24  Apr-4 
May  (JP  Thompson,  m.  ob.,  ph.),  while  one 
stopped  briefly  at  Beauport  7 May  (C. 
Vachon). 

The  Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka  hawkwatch 
produced  record  numbers  of  both  species  of 
eagles:  55  individuals  for  Bald  Eagle  and  66 
for  Golden  Eagle,  including  16  birds  18  Mar 
(BB,  MM).  Two  ad.  Cooper’s  Hawks  were 
reported  at  Pointe-a-la-Croix  9 May,  the  first 
since  1979  for  the  Gaspe  Pen.  (C.  Pitre,  G. 
Belanger).  A Northern  Bobwhite  at  lie  des 
Soeurs  (Montreal)  18  Apr  was  presumed  to 
be  an  escapee  (M.  Bridger).  Most  Sandhill 
Cranes  nesting  in  nw.  Quebec  are  believed  to 
migrate  through  e.  Ontario,  but  there  are 
signs  of  increasing  numbers  of  birds  moving 
through  the  s.  part  of  the  Region,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  10  sightings  and  a total  of  13 
individuals  reported  in  s.  Quebec  through- 
out the  period. 
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Single  Marbled  Godwits  stopped  at  Meta- 
betchouan  9-26  May  (D.  Gervais  et  al.)  and 
Verdun  (Montreal)  28-30  May  (JC.  Sorel  et 
al.).  A Curlew  Sandpiper  molting  into  alter- 
nate plumage  at  lie  Dupas  (Berthierville) 
24-26  May  was  a noteworthy  spring  sight- 
ing (Y.  Gauthier,  S.  Moran,  nr.  ob.).  Always 
rare  in  spring,  single  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
detected  at  Metabetchouan  27-29  Apr,  a 
record-early  date  for  the  Region  (CC,  GS), 
and  at  Levis  11  May  (G.  Lemelin).  A Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  at  Saint-Methode  26 
May,  only  our  2nd  spring  record  and  also 
the  earliest,  was  outstanding  (D.  Lavoie). 
The  only  Ruff  was  a female  at  Baie-du-Feb- 
vre  21  Apr  (J.  Gelinas).  A very  early  Red- 
necked Phalarope  at  Baie-du-Febvre  1 1 May 
matched  our  earliest  record  0-  Pelletier,  N. 
Ftappier,  P Laporte).  Chambly  hosted  3 Lit- 
tle Gulls  7-15  May  (RB,  m.  ob.),  while  Les 
Escoumins  had  2 individuals  27-28  May 
(CA);  singles  were  also  located  at  Baie-du- 
Febvre  18  May  (S.  Rheaume  et  al.)  and  at 
Sainte-Catherine  29  May  (PB).  Rarely 
reported  in  the  Montreal  area  in  spring,  an 
ad.  Black-headed  Gull  in  breeding  plumage 
visited  Chambly  8-1 1 May  (SD  et  al.,  m. 
ob.).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  continued 
to  flourish,  with  at  least  27  individuals 
reported  in  the  Region,  including  4 ads.  at 
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Rimouski  25  Apr  (JF  Rousseau,  LS,  M. 
Larouche)  and  5 ads.  at  Victoriaville  13  May 
(CR).  An  ad.  Forster’s  Tern  in  flight  was 
well  described  at  Sillery  16  May  (O.  Bar- 
den). 

Rare  in  spring  in  recent  years,  a Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  was  found  in  Gatineau  Park 
24-30  May  (G.  McNulty,  J.  Brisebois).  A 
Great  Gray  Owl  appeared  at  Pointe-au-Pere 
28  Apr  (R.  Pitre),  while  the  same  or  another 
one  was  seen  intermittently  in  May  at  nearby 
Sainte-Luce  (J-  Marcoux,  JP.  Larouche). 
Although  the  Boreal  Owl  is  expected  to  nest 


in  Abitibi,  no  definitive  confirmation  has  yet 
been  established.  A bird  seen  in  a tree  cavity 
on  the  Maskuchi  Hills  28-29  May  probably 
represented  the  most  serious  evidence  of 
nesting  up  to  now  (J.  Thibault,  M.  Cheveau, 
A.  Nappi). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

Single  male  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were 
at  Chateauguay  2 Apr-late  May  (PB,  m.  ob.) 
and  Gatineau  18  May  0-  Descoteaux);  single 
females  were  at  Saint-Bernard-de-Lacolle 
early  Mar-3  May  (D.  Daigneault  et  al.)  and 


at  Saint-Benoit-Labre  25  May  (R.  Cloutier, 
M.  Cloutier).  The  Region  still  awaits  a first 
breeding  record  for  this  species.  A Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  at  Les  Escoumins  22  Apr  was 
surprisingly  early  so  far  away  from  its  breed- 
ing range  (CA,  CG).  Single  Townsend’s  Soli- 
taires were  encountered  at  Sainte-Blandine  6 
Mar-29  May  (L.  Brisson,  m.  ob.)  and  Foril- 
lon  Park  8 Mar  (D.  Jalbert,  E.  Asselin).  Sev- 
eral thousand  Bohemian  Waxwings  bright- 
ened Gaspesie  in  Mar  and  Apr,  the  only  part 
of  the  province  where  the  species  appeared 
in  abundance  (fide  PP). 

Warblers  from  the  s.  included  a Blue- 
winged Warbler  at  Lake-Brome  16-31  May+ 
(JP.  Santerre),  a Worm-eating  Warbler  at 
Summit  Park  (Montreal)  29  May  (D. 
Hughes),  and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  at 
Cape  Tourmente  31  May+  (M.  Darveau,  M. 
Rousseau-Gagnon).  While  the  number  of 
Golden-winged  Warblers  has  diminished 
significantly  in  recent  years,  Brewster’s  War- 
blers appear  to  be  detected  more  frequently. 
This  spring,  single  birds  were  reported  at 
Yamaska  Park  17  May  (D.  Brunelle),  Fre- 
lighsburg  20  May  (RB),  and  Cape  Tourmente 
23  May  (J.  Bernier).  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
numbered  at  least  9 in  the  Region,  including 
4 at  Lorrainville,  Temiscamingue  28  May  (J- 
Frechette).  Other  extralimital  sparrows 
included  a Lark  Sparrow  at  Cape  Tourmente 
20  May  (B.  Lacroix,  L.  Giguere),  the  now- 
famous  Ipswich  Sparrow  that  overwintered 
at  Quebec  City  which  remained  at  least 
through  2 Apr,  and  a Harris’s  Sparrow  at 
Longueuil  11  May  (ph.  M.  Laporte). 

A female  Blue  Grosbeak  at  Rimouski  23 
Apr-2  May  was  a highlight  (ph.  A.  Bouliane, 

m.  ob.).  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  included 
an  ad.  male  at  Saint-Lambert-de-Levis  15-21 
Apr  (D.  Dupont,  m.  ob.)  and  one  at  Low  23 
Apr  (L.  Denny).  Single  Orchard  Orioles 
stopped  at  Kingsey  Falls  for  three  days 
around  10  May  (ph.  AM.  Lettre)  and  at  Cape 
Tourmente  17-19  May  (G.  Lord  et  al.).  A 
male  Red  Crossbill  at  LG4,  James  Bay  9 Apr 
represented  one  of  few  records  for  this  area 
(M.  Breton). 

Addendum:  A Scarlet  Tanager  at  L. 
LeGardeur,  James  Bay  23  May  2002  was  well 

n.  of  its  range  (ph.  R.  Goneau). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): C.  Auchu,  P.  Bannon  (Montreal),  B. 
Barnhurst,  R.  Belhumeur,  M.  Berlinguette 
(Brome-Mississiquoi),  R.  Fortin  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  DG.  Gaudet  (Madeleine  Is.),  C. 
Girard,  L.  Imbeau  (Abitibi),  J.  Lachance 
(Quebec  City),  M.  McIntosh,  P.  Poulin 
(Gaspesie),  S.  Rheaume  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  G.  Savard 
(Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  D.  Toussaint 
(Outaouais).  © 
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For  much  of  the  spring,  the  weather 
throughout  the  Region  was  cold  and  wet, 
owing  mainly  to  a persistent,  deep  north- 
south  loop  in  the  jet  stream  that,  for  weeks, 
spun  off  a procession  of  low-pressure  areas,  and 
at  the  same  time,  opened  the  northern  door, 
allowing  cool  Canadian  air  to  seep  southward 
across  the  Region.  This  pattern  set  up  a 
dichotomous  (and  for  the  less  hardy  species, 
unfortunate)  situation  in  which  a deep, 
southerly,  upper-level  flow  extending  most  of 
the  length  of  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  brought 
migrants  northward  but  also  spawned  the  lows 
that,  in  turn,  produced  the  cold,  wet  weather 
pattern  with  mostly  easterly  and  northeasterly 
winds  in  New  England. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  one  of  the  most 
severe  winters  in  many  years,  this  pattern 
apparently  had  all  the  expected  effects:  delay- 
ing the  passage  of  some  migrants  through  the 
Region,  delaying  the  arrival  or  reducing  over- 
all numbers  of  others,  and  disrupting  the 
beginning  of  the  nesting  season  for  many 
breeding  residents.  It  may  also  have  resulted  in 
above-average  levels  of  mortality  among,  for 
example,  some  of  the  year-round  residents 
such  as  Carolina  Wren,  early  nesters  such  as 
herons  and  egrets,  and  early-nesting  insecti- 
vores  such  as  Eastern  Phoebe  and  swallows. 

The  body  of  spring  bird  records  at  Mount 
Aubum  Cemetery  in  Cambridge,  MA  has  always 
been  a fairly  reliable  indicator  of  avian  patterns 
Regionwide;  this  year,  the  “Mayor  of  Mount 
Auburn,”  Bob  Stymeist,  put  it  this  way  on  the 
last  day  of  May:  “[...]  a continuing  assortment 
of  migrants  still  are  about.  Of  all  the  years  for 
which  1 have  notes  [a  lot! — ed.],  this  year  sur- 
passes all  others  for  the  number  of  different 
species  of  migrants  for  such  a late  date.” 

Despite  (or  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  because 
of)  the  rough  weather,  rarities  were  on  hand  in 
spades.  Perhaps  the  deep  southern  loop  in  the 
jet  stream  accounted  for  the  distinctly  south- 
ern flavor  to  the  list  of  rarities.  Headliners 
from  the  Southeast  included  Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird,  multiple  White  Ibis,  Black  Rail,  and 
Painted  Bunting,  while  those  that  probably 
arrived  from  points  somewhat  farther  west 
included  Yellow  Rail,  White-winged  Dove, 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  Say’s  Phoebe,  and 
Bell’s  Vireo. 

Abbreviations:  H.B.S.P  (Hammonasset  Beach 
S.P.,  Madison,  CT);  Martha’s  Vineyard 
(Martha’s  Vineyard  1.,  Dukes,  MA);  Monhegan 
(Monhegan  1.,  Lincoln,  ME);  Plum  1.  (Plum  I., 
Newburyport/Newbury/Rowley/Ipswich,  Mid- 
dlesex, MA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Pacific  Loons  were  reported  only  from  Massa- 
chusetts. One  to  2 were  present  at  Race  Pt.  in 
Provincetown  throughout  Mar  (BN),  an  indi- 
vidual was  in  Plymouth  9 Mar  (D.  Furbish), 
and  another  was  in  Rockport  15  Mar  (J. 
Paluzzi).  In  addition  to  the  perennial  Eared 
Grebe  that  spent  yet  another  winter  and  spring 


in  Gloucester,  MA  (through  8 Apr),  2 singles 
were  in  Connecticut  at  Waterford  22-23  Mar 
(G.  Williams)  and  East  Hampton  23  Apr 
(MSz).  Subregional  Editors  in  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut  commented  on  a major 
influx  of  Red-necked  Grebes  in  Mar  and  Apr 
into  bays,  inlets,  and  coastal  ponds,  away  from 
more  typical,  outer  coastal  locations.  Some, 
presumably  from  this  flight,  also  appeared 
inland;  several  were  noted  in  Connecticut,  and 
a minimum  of  7 at  various  interior  sites  in 
Massachusetts  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  Mar 
moved  inland  earlier  than  usual  (B.O.).  A high 
inland  count  of  10  Red-neckeds  came  from 
Gill,  MA  10  Apr  (CM). 

One  or  2 American  White  Pelicans  usually 
pop  into  New  England  every  year,  but  they 
usually  do  so  at  coastal  sites.  This  spring,  an 
individual  put  in  a surprise  visit  at  Arnold  Bay, 
Panton,  VT  9 May  ( fide  WS).  If  accepted  by  the 
state  records  committee,  the  report  of  7 fly- 
over Northern  Gannets  at  Moncton  Pond, 
roughly  25  km  se.  of  Burlington,  VT  (heading 
in  the  direction  of  L.  Champlain)  4 May  would 


Simon  Perkins 

Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
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represent  a record-high  number  for  Vermont, 
the  first  spring  record,  and  one  of  very  few 
away  from  L.  Champlain  (JP). 

A Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  in  Middle- 
town,  RI  6 Apr  0-  Manning)  set  a new  record- 
early  date  for  the  state,  and  10  Glossy  Ibis  in 
Narragansett,  RI  23  Mar  provided  the  2nd  ear- 
liest for  the  state.  This  spring  may  have  been 
the  first  time  ever  that  White  Ibis  was  known 
to  have  occurred  in  three  different  New  Eng- 
land states  in  the  same  year.  An  individual 
wearing  a color  band  in  S.  Dartmouth,  MA  27 
Apr  remained  at  least  through  2 May  (R.  Fox); 
an  unbanded  bird,  representing  Rhode  Island’s 
7th  state  record,  was  in  Jamestown  9 May  (W. 
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Munns),  and  3 sightings  in  Connecticut 
included  a flyby  at  H.B.S.P  12  May  (C.  Raf- 
ford),  another  flyby  at  Greenwich  18  May  (L. 
James),  and  one  at 
Stonington  21-23 
May  (B.  Dewire  el 
ah).  Obviously,  the 
first  two  records 
pertained  to  differ- 
ent individuals,  but 
as  for  the  Connecti- 
cut records.... flip  a 
coin.  The  color- 
banded  individual 
in  the  Bay  State  was 
initially  suspected  of 
being  an  escapee, 
but  the  appearance 
of  the  unhanded 
bird  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  pos- 
sibility that  the 
Connecticut  records 
pertained  to  addi- 
tional individuals  provided  a modicum  of  opti- 
mism to  those  hoping  to  add  White  Ibis  to 
their  respective  lists. 

TROPICBIRDS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

The  runner-up  for  top  honors  as  “Bird  of  the 
Season”  was  the  Bay  State’s  4th  Red-billed 
Tropicbird  at  Muskeget  I.,  Nantucket , MA  2 
May  (1.  Nisbet).  Black  Vulture  continues  to 
make  inroads  farther  into  New  England. 
North  of  Connecticut,  reports  included  3 sin- 
gletons in  sw.  Massachusetts  where,  at  certain 
sites,  they  are  now  seen  regularly;  one  on 
outer  Cape  Cod  at  Truro,  MA  30  Apr  (D.  Man- 
chester), where  they  are  still  very  rare;  and 
another  in  Grand  Isle,  Aroostook,  ME  27-28 
Apr  (B.  Sheehan).  This  latter  record,  from  a 
point  in  the  “top”  of  Maine,  near  the  New 
Brunswick  border,  no  doubt  represents  one  of 
the  northernmost  ever  on  the  Eastern 
Seaboard.  This  same  bird  or  perhaps  a differ- 
ent individual  was  seen  3 May  some  76  km  n. 
of  Bangor,  Penobscot,  ME  (S.  Otto). 

A total  of  13  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
was  probably  a new  seasonal  high  for  the 
Region.  Among  these  were  4 in  Connecticut,  2 
in  Vermont,  and  7 in  Massachusetts.  Two  of 
the  Bay  State  birds  were  on  the  Connecticut  R. 
in  Gill,  and  these  may  have  been  the  same 
individuals  as  the  2 Vermont  birds  that  were 
seen  six  days  later,  also  on  the  Connecticut  R., 
in  Springfield.  Four  Tundra  Swans  were  noted 
in  Southwick,  MA  19  Apr  (fide  SK),  and 
another  4 on  the  Kennebec  R.  near  Augusta  26 
May  (J.  Rodrigue)  were  very  late  leaving  the 
Region. 

Eurasian  ducks  were  well  represented  this 
spring.  They  included  Regional  totals  of  9 
Eurasian  Wigeons,  5 Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal,  and  3 Tufted  Ducks.  The 
teal  included  singles  in  w.-cen.  Massachusetts 
(Groton/Sunderland),  where  they  are  rarely 


Most  records  of  Mew  Gull  in  the  Northeast  involve  the  European 
nominate  race,  also  known  as  Common  Gull.  This  excellent  flight 
shot  shows  the  diagnostic  wing  pattern  of  Lam  canus  canus,  with 
more  extensive  black  in  the  primaries,  especially  on  P8,  than  in 
brachyrhynchus  Mew,  as  well  as  the  more  distinct  streaking  on 
the  head  and  nape.  Photograph  by  Erik  I.  Johnson. 


detected,  and  the  Tufted  Ducks  included  a 
female  at  Westport,  MA  15  Mar  (E.  Nielsen), 
another  female  at  S.  Kingston,  RI  through  10 
Apr  ( fide  R.  Farrell), 
and  a drake  at  Provi- 
dence, RI  on  1-9  Mar 
(M.  Lynch).  Other 
waterfowl  records 
worthy  of  mention 
include  high  counts 
of  sea  ducks  off 
Martha’s  Vineyard 
and  Rhode  Island. 
Estimated  totals  of 
10,000+  Common 
Eiders  and  5000+ 
Black  Scoters  were 
noted  off  the  Vine- 
yard in  Mar  (fide  A. 
Keith),  and  -7500 
Surf  Scoters  and 
2000  Black  Scoters 
were  counted  in  Mar 
off  Charlestown,  RI 
(S.  Tsagarakis).  Tardy  migrants  included  a 
state  record-late  Harlequin  Duck  at  Greenwich 
Point,  CT  15  May  (MS);  an  even  later  Harle- 
quin in  Rockport,  MA  29  May  (RSH);  2 iden- 
tifiably  different  (ad.  and  imm.)  King  Eiders 
that  overlapped  one  day  (14th)  between  8 & 
15  May  in  Rye,  NH  (SM);  and  single  drakes 
Kings  in  Charlestown,  RI  on  17  May  (D. 
Finizia)  and  Cape  Elizabeth,  ME  21  May  (LB). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  latest  chapter  in  the  ongo- 
ing story  of  breeding  Bald 
Eagles  in  New  England  fea- 
tured the  first  successful  nest- 
ing in  Rhode  Island  (Scituate 
Reservoir)  and  the  establish- 
ment of  two  new  nesting  sites 
in  Massachusetts,  in  Haverhill 
and  Brookfield.  The  sole  Mis- 
sissippi Kite  of  the  season,  at 
Providence,  RI  14  May  (A. 

Strauss,  DF  et  al.;  ph.),  pre- 
served the  10+  year  Regional 
record  for  its  “annual”  status 
in  spring.  The  relative  dearth 
of  kites  this  year  was  no  doubt 
directly  related  to  the  prepon- 
derance of  northeasterly  winds 
and  the  associated  inclement 
weather  that  held  sway  during 
kite  prime-time  around 
Memorial  Day.  Connecticut’s 
first  spring  Swainson’s  Hawk  (dark-morph 
imm.)  came  from  Preston  11  May  (D. 
Provencher).  A total  of  4 migrant  Golden 
Eagles  were  logged  at  two  cen.  w.  Massachu- 
setts hawkwatch  sites  (Barre/Granville) 
between  25  Mar  and  15  Apr  (B.O.),  and  a 
Golden  that  may  have  spent  the  winter  locally 
was  present  at  Pawlet,  VT  9-16  Mar  (fide  WS). 
The  2nd  consecutive  winter  visit  by  the  South 


Mississippi  kites  have  been  moving  north- 
ward for  over  a decade  and  now  regularly 
make  appearances  in  New  England. 
Though  just  a silhouette,  this  shot  shows 
the  distinctive  kite  shape  as  well  as  the 
short  tenth  primary. 
Photograph  by  Susan  Talbot. 


Boston,  MA  Gyrfalcon  came  to  a close  2 Mar 
(B.O.),  and  several  lucky  hawkwatch  regulars 
were  rewarded  for  their  diligence  by  a flyby 
white-morph  Gyrfalcon  at  Truro,  MA  29  Mar 
(D.  Manchester  et  al.). 

Beating  out  the  tropicbird  by  a bill  for  top 
honors  was  New  Hampshire’s  first  Black  Rail. 
What  put  this  bird  over  the  top  in  this 
esteemed  category  was  its  uncharacteristically 
cooperative  behavior.  Seen  and  heard  by  at 
least  100  people  in  Greenland  between  19  & 
26  May  (M.  Tarr  et  al.),  it  vocalized  frequently 
and  several  times  even  revealed  itself  at  close 
range  to  crowds  of  birders.  A Yellow  Rail  was 
heard  briefly  but  clearly  in  an  extensive  cattail 
marsh  in  Lynnfield,  MA  17  May  (M.  McWade, 
P.  Fitzgerald).  None  of  the  veteran  Massachu- 
setts birders  queried  by  this  editor  could 
remember  a previous  record  of  a singing  Yel- 
low Rail  in  the  state,  though  several  “tickers” 
were  heard  10+  years  ago  during  a series  of 
spring  marsh  bird  surveys  in  ne.  Maine.  Two 
King  Rails,  the  only  ones  reported  anywhere  in 
the  Region,  were  also  in  the  Lynnfield  marshes 
the  same  night. 

The  Sandhill  Crane  that  returned  for  the 
5th  consecutive  year  to  Munroe,  NH  on  the 
Connecticut  R.  may  have  accounted  for 
reports  from  Walden,  VT  4 Apr  (fide  WS)  and 
Lancaster,  Coos,  NH  5 May  (M.  Hinten).  Like- 
wise, the  same  3 birds  may  have  accounted  for 
reports  in  Connecticut  of  3 Sandhills  in  Green- 
wich 22  Mar  (MS),  Mansfield  28-30  Mar  (M. 

Rubega),  and  Lebanon  2 Apr 
(D.  Rottino).  A flock  of  5 
Sandhills  was  seen  over 
Provincetown,  MA  31  May 
(G.  Page,  B.  Pease  et  al.). 
While  a count  of  5 or  more  is 
very  unusual  in  the  Region, 
such  sightings  may  become 
more  frequent  now  that 
Sandhills  are  nesting  in 
upstate  New  York  and  Maine. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  only  American  Golden- 
Plover  of  the  season  arrived  a 
bit  early  in  Westerly,  RI  on 
10-29  Apr  (R.  Larsen  et  al); 
also  in  Westerly  was  the  sea- 
son’s only  Ruff  (Reeve)  4 May 
(BN,  J.  Sones).  The  Breach- 
way in  Charlestown,  RI  is 
emerging  as  one  of  the  pre- 
mier shorebird  spots  in  the 
state  (remember  the  Mongo- 
lian Plover).  The  avian  highlights  there  this 
spring  were  3 Black-necked  Stilts  22-28  May 
(JSJ  et  al).  Two  Red-necked  Phalaropes  in  the 
Springfield  Reservoir,  Springfield,  VT  25  Apr 
were  a rare  (and  somewhat  early)  spring  find 
for  the  state. 

Little  Gull  reports  included  8 birds  in  Con- 
necticut, 3 in  New  Hampshire,  and  4 in  Lynn, 
MA,  the  latter  of  which  were  present  for 
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The  most  disheartening  story  of  the  spring  was  the  news  of  yet  another  offshore  oil  spill,  this  one  just  off  the  south 
coasts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts.  On  27  Apr,  roughly  98,000  gallons  of  number  6 fuel  oil  were  lost  from  a barge 
that  struck  a ledge  while  under  tow,  and  as  of  this  writing,  the  crude  had  impacted  at  least  150  km  of  shoreline.  Compared  to 
many  spills,  this  one  was  relatively  minor  both  in  terms  of  the  quantity  of  oil  and  the  apparent  impacts  it  had  on  local 
wildlife— which  is  not  to  say  impacts  were  negligible.  But  it  could  have  been  much  worse;  the  barge  was  carrying  4 million 
gallons.  Though  migrant  loons  appeared  to  be  the  hardest  hit,  the  most  dire  threat  to  local  breeding  species  was  to  the  large 
numbers  of  Roseate  Terns  that  nest  in  Buzzards  Bay.  Roughly  half  of  them  nest  on  Ram  I.,  Mattapoisett,  MA,  the  perimeter  of 
which  was  heavily  oiled.  If  the  birds,  which  were  still  returning  from  migration,  had  returned  to  the  colony,  they  almost  cer- 
tainly would  have  become  badly  oiled  themselves.  So,  the  decision  was  made  to  install  noise-makers  on  Ram  I.  to  discourage 
the  terns  from  settling,  and  at  the  same  time,  place  decoys  and  tern-call-playback  devices  on  nearby  Penikese  I.  in  an  effort  to 
induce  the  Ram  I.  birds  to  settle  at  this  relatively  unscathed  site  for  the  season.  More  details  regarding  these  outcomes  and 
specific  effects  on  nesting  birds,  particularly  the  Roseate  Terns,  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  Nesting  Season  issue. 


roughly  a week  in  late  Apr/early  May  among  a 
flock  of  roughly  1500  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  (B.O.). 
Inexplicably,  Mew  Gull  is  found  nowhere 
more  regularly  in  the  e.  United  States  than  in 
Boston  and  Newburyport  Harbors.  Despite 
this  relatively  high  frequency  of  occurrence, 
however,  their  racial  identity  has  very  seldom 
been  determined.  Hence,  we  still  have  a rather 
poor  sense  of  the  local  ratio  of  crimes  to 
brachyrhynchus , though  the  former  is  probably 
more  likely  here.  The  racial  identity  of  an  ad. 
ccmus  in  Newburyport,  MA  8-10  Mar  (JB,  P. 
Baicich  et  al.,  ph.,  vt.)  was  determined  by  the 
examination  of  photographs  of  the  bird  in 
flight,  revealing  the  all-important  primary  pat- 
tern. Did  the  lack  of  reports  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  Connecticut  really  mean  that  this 
species  was  not  seen  in  these  four  states,  or  are 
birders  becoming  a bit  complacent  about 
reporting  them  now  that  the  species  has 
become  so  regular?  For  the  record,  one  was 
reported  from  Rhode  Island,  and  11  were 
reported  from  Massachusetts. 

High  counts  of  Common  Murre  included  7 
at  Cox’s  Ledge  off  Massachusetts/Rhode  Island 
8 Mar  (G.  Williams  et  al.)  and  1 1 at  Province- 
town,  MA  the  same  day  (BN).  Two  tardy, 
breeding-plumaged  Commons  flew  by 
Andrews  Point  at  Rockport,  MA  27  May 
(RSH),  and  another  (?)  2 frequented  the  Isles 
of  Shoals  (Maine/New  Hampshire)  through 
May  (and  beyond). 

DOVES  THROUGH  CORVIDS 

A White-winged  Dove  that  dropped  in  at 
Monhegan  30-31  May  (L.  Bevier  et  al.,  ph) 
furnished  about  the  9th  Maine  record.  The 
Chuck-will’s-widow  that  has  spent  the  last  few 
summers  in  Wellfleet,  MA  was  first  noted  back 
on  territory  on  16  May  (L.  de  la  Flor).  Chucks 
have  yet  to  be  found  nesting  in  the  state,  but 
given  the  fact  that  territorial  birds  have  been 
present  on  the  Cape  and  Islands  sporadically 
for  roughly  30  years,  and  annually  for  at  least 
the  last  10,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they 
already  have. 

A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  brightened  the 
scene  in  Prospect  Harbor,  Hancock , ME  11-14 
May  (P  Altman,  J.  Smith,  ph.),  and  a Say’s 
Phoebe  in  Bedford,  MA  17-18  May  (D.  Ran- 
ney  et  al.,  ph.)  furnished  a very  rare  spring 
record  for  the  Region.  Monhegan  was  jumping 
this  spring,  especially  during  the  last  ten  days 
of  May.  The  jewel  in  the  crown  was  a Bell’s 
Vireo  (judged  to  be  an  Eastern  Bell’s)  20-21 
May  (PN,  R.  Eakin,  G.  Dennis,  ph.).  Repre- 
senting the  2nd  state  and  Regional  record,  the 
bird  was  photographed  by  Geoff  Dennis  who, 
several  years  earlier,  also  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing photos  of  the  Regions  first  (and  still  only) 
Virginias  Warbler — also  on  Monhegan.  The 
previous  Bell’s  record  came  on  23  Oct  1998  (R 
Donahue,  fide  JD). 

Fish  Crows  appeared  to  be  more  wide- 
spread at  the  ne.  limit  of  their  range  in  Maine. 


Reports  came  from  Biddeford,  Falmouth, 
Lewiston,  Topsham,  Portland,  and  Camden. 
Fish  Crows  also  returned  to  Burlington,  VT, 
the  only  known  nesting  locale  in  the  state 
(TM).  Three  Common  Ravens  were  seen  well 
into  the  species’  breeding  season  at  Durfee 
Hill,  RI  27  Mar  (JSJ),  and  this  spring  also  fea- 
tured a record-high  number  of  Common 
Ravens  in  e.  Massachusetts.  Pairs  returned  to 
nesting  sites  newly  established  last  year  at 
Blackstone  and  Foxboro,  and  (prospecting?) 
singles  were  noted  at  Rockport  (25  May),  Box- 
ford,  Maynard,  Concord,  Wayland,  and  Can- 
ton. The  latter  area  was  where  one  or  more 
adults  were  seen  carrying  food  last  year, 
although  no  nest  or  fledged  young  were  dis- 
covered. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Early  swallows  in  Massachusetts  included 
Barns  on  25  Mar  (Maynard)  and  27  Mar 
(Truro),  and  an  early  Barn  in  Rhode  Island 
appeared  at  Trustom  N.W.R.  27  Mar.  We 
have  to  wonder  how  these  birds  fared  there- 
after, given  how  long  they  had  to  go  before 
spring  weather  arrived  to  stay.  We  may  have 
to  wait  until  the  results  of  the  next  series  of 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  before  we  can  quanti- 
tatively evaluate  what  impact  the  severity  of 
this  past  winter  and  spring  had  on  Carolina 
Wrens.  It  had  been  a long  time  since  they 
had  had  to  endure  such  conditions,  and 
while  empirical  data  are  lacking  so  far,  anec- 
dotal evidence  strongly  suggests  that  this 
species  took  a big  hit. 

In  addition  to  the  White-winged  Dove  and 
Bell’s  Vireo,  birders  on  Monhegan  in  the  last 
ten  days  of  May  were  treated  to  a parade  of 
other  fancy  visitors.  These  included  Golden- 
winged Warbler  (2),  Worm-eating  Warbler, 
Hooded  Warbler,  Connecticut  Warbler,  Sum- 
mer Tanager  (2-3),  Lark  Sparrow,  and  Dick- 
cissel.  Incidentally,  the  Summer  Tanagers  on 
Monhegan  outnumbered  the  total  reported 
from  the  entire  state  of  Connecticut  (one). 
Elsewhere  in  Maine,  single  Yellow-throated 
Warblers  were  seen  at  Portland  and  at  Saco,  a 
Kentucky  was  at  Boothbay  16  May,  and  an  ad. 
male  Audubon’s  Warbler  appeared  at  White- 
field,  Lincoln  5 May  (PN).  In  Massachusetts, 
high  counts  (for  spring)  of  Palm  Warblers 


included  125  at  Plum  1.  29  Apr  (RSH)  and  80 
at  Hingham  4 May  (R.  Finch).  A single  late 
Palm  was  still  at  Hingham  26  May  (C.  Dalton). 
Northernmost  among  annual  s.  “overshoot- 
ers” were  a Summer  Tanager  at  Lyndonville, 
VT  6-8  May  (fide  WS),  a Yellow-throated  War- 
bler at  Hanover,  NH  3 May  (M.  Krenistsky), 
and  a Blue  Grosbeak  at  Bangor,  ME  15  May 
(fide  JD). 

An  overwintering  Clay-colored  Sparrow  in 
Newburyport,  MA  remained  until  20  Apr 
(B.O.),  and  Clay-coloreds  in  May  (by  which 
time  they  are  usually  acting  territorial  if  not 
actually  nesting)  included  singles  at  Athol, 
MA,  Grand  Isle,  VT  (site  of  prior  nesting), 
Charlestown,  RI  (singing  male),  and  Windsor, 
CT.  Fox  Sparrows  were  reported  from  New 
Hampshire  in  above-average  numbers  (e.g.,  10 
at  one  feeder),  and  a high  count  of  21  Fox 
Sparrows  came  from  Lincoln  on  12  Apr  (MR). 
In  addition  to  the  Monhegan  Lark  Sparrow, 
another  Lark  was  noted  at  Springfield,  MA  14 
Apr  (E.  Rutman). 

An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  made  a one- 
day  splash  at  a feeder  at  Brunswick,  Cumber- 
land , ME  15  May  (K.  Taber  et  al.),  a Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  put  in  a brief  visit  at 
Northampton,  MA  3 Mar  (A.  Magee),  and  2 
other  Yellow-headeds,  both  in  Maine,  were 
found  at  Greene/Wales,  Androscoggin  2 May 
(E.  Eklund)  and  at  Scarborough,  Cumberland 
13  May  (L.  Eastman).  One  or  two  pairs  of 
Boat-tailed  Grackles  were  present  again  at 
the  Great  Meadows  Marsh,  Stratford,  CT 
( fide  GH). 

Subregional  editors  (boldfaced),  contributors 
(italicized),  and  observers:  Jim  Bcny , Bird 
Observer  journal  (B.  O.),  Lysle  Brinker,  Jody 
Despres  (Maine),  Rachel  Farrell  (Rhode 
Island),  Paul  Fellers , Greg  Hanisek  (Connecti- 
cut), Richard  S.  Heil  (Massachusetts),  Pam 
Hunt  (New  Hampshire),  Seth  Kellogg  (Massa- 
chusetts), C.  Marantz,  S.  Mirick,  Ted  Murin, 
Paul  Nielsen,  Blair  Nikula,  Judy  Petersen,  Marj 
Rines  (Massachusetts),  Meredith  Sampson, 
Jan  St.  Jean,  Wayne  Scott  (Vermont),  Allen 
Strauss,  Robert  Stymeist  (Massachusetts), 
Mark  Szantyr,  Frederick  Thurber,  William 
Townsend  (Maine),  Fay  Vale  (Massachusetts), 
Tony  Va^atio.  © 
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Spring  2003  was  cold  and  wet,  and  it 
followed  an  exceptionally  cold  win- 
ter during  which  much  of  the  fresh 
water  in  the  Northeast  remained  frozen 
for  six  weeks  and  most  states  recorded 
substantial  snowfall.  Passerine  migration 
was  generally  slow  and  delayed  through- 
out the  Region,  but  there  were  three  dates 
on  which  substantial  numbers  of  passer- 
ines (12  May  in  New  York,  9-14  May  in 
Delaware,  and  21  May  at  Sandy  Hook) 
and  raptors  (18-20  April  at  Braddock 
Bay)  were  counted  at  traditional  migra- 
tion spots.  The  progression  of  low-pres- 
sure systems  along  the  coast  probably 
influenced  the  occurrence  of  some 
seabirds  such  as  phalaropes  and  Roseate 
Terns  at  coastal  sites,  but  there  were  no 
major  flights  of  pelagic  birds.  Perhaps  the 
most  dramatic  ornithological  occurrence 
of  the  spring  was  the  substantial  incur- 
sion of  Red-necked  Grebes  into  upstate 
New  York  and  south  to  the  New  Jersey 
and  Delaware  coasts. 

We  thank  PA.  Buckley  and  Paul  E. 
Lehman  for  their  assistance  with  this 
report. 

Abbreviations:  Braddock  Bay  (Braddock 
Bay  Bird  Observatory,  Rochester,  NY); 
Brigantine  (Forsythe  N.W.R.,  NJ);  Bombay 
Hook  (Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  DE);  Cap- 
tree  (Captree  State  Park,  Long  I.,  NY); 
Derby  Hill  (Derby  Hill  Hawkwatch, 
Oswego  NY);  Hamburg  (Hamburg  Hawk- 
watch,  near  Buffalo,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach 
(Hamlin  Beach  S.  P,  near  Rochester,  NY); 
J.B.W.R.  (Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Gateway  National  Park,  Jamaica  Bay,  New 
York  City);  Jones  Beach  (Jones  Beach  S.  R, 
Long  1.,  NY);  Moriches  (Moriches  Bay  and 
Inlet,  Long  1.,  NY);  Little  Creek  (Little 
Creek  W.M.A.,  DE);  Montauk  (Montauk 
Pt.,  Long  I.,  NY);  Riis  (Jacob  Riis  Park, 
Queens,  New  York  City);  Ripley  (Ripley 
Hawkwatch,  Chautauqua , NY); 
Sagaponack  (Sagaponack  Pond,  Bridge- 
hampton,  Long  1.,  NY);  Sandy  Hook 
(Sandy  Hook  Unit/Gateway  National 
Recreation  Area,  NJ);  Shinnecock  (Shin- 
necock  Bay  and  inlet,  Long  1.,  NY);  Ted 
Harvey  (Ted  Harvey  Conservation 
Area/Logan  Lane  Tract,  DE). 

LOONS  THROUGH  PELICANS 

There  were  more  Pacific  Loons  and  Eared 
Grebes  than  usual  reported  Regionwide. 
One  Pacific  Loon  originally  discovered  28 
Feb  at  Captree  remained  until  16  Mar 
(DD,  m.  ob.),  and  another  wintering  at 
Allenhurst,  NJ  remained  until  15  Mar  (AT, 
LM).  A 3rd  was  seen  for  one  day  only  at 
Cayuga  L.  28  Apr  (JMcG,  BP),  a 4th  was 
seen  on  the  East  R.  in  New  York  City  1-2 
May  (AL  et  al.),  and  a 5th  was  at  Hamlin 
Beach  14  May  (RS).  Prior  to  the  winter  of 
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An  exceptional  incursion  of  Red-necked  Grebes  occurred  Regionwide  in  early  March,  and  stragglers  from  this  inva- 
; 1 1 sion  lingered  at  various  coastal  locations  through  May.  The  largest  numbers  were  found  in  upstate  New  York,  e.g., 
266  on  Cayuga  L.  1 Mar  (TL,  JMcG,  KMcG),  and  -300  on  L.  Ontario  up  to  24  Apr  ( fide  DFS).  Large  numbers  also  reached 
the  coast,  e.g.,  78  along  the  Delaware  R.  between  Bordentown  and  the  Commodore  Barry  Bridge  in  the  first  week  of  Mar 
[fide  PB,  SB),  59  between  Moriches  and  Shinnecock  Bays  15  Mar  (AB),  and  57  on  the  Hudson  R.  between  Croton  Point  and 
Peekskill  3 Mar  (JAk).  Several  lingered  at  coastal  locations  into  May,  the  latest  being  one  in  breeding  plumage  at 
Sagaponack  30  May  (HM  et  al.).  It  seems  likely  that  this  incursion  resulted  from  north-  or  northwest-bound  grebes 
encountering  heavier-than-normal  ice  cover  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  then  retreating  southeast  (rather  than  having  been 
forced  south  after  attempting  to  winter  on  the  Great  Lakes).  Previous  incursions  in  1936, 1977,  and  1994  also  occurred 
between  late  February  and  April,  the  season  at  which  Red-necked  Grebes  ordinarily  migrate  northward. 


2001-2002,  only  one  had  been  seen  on 
Long  I.  since  1950  (in  1992),  with  only  a 
handful  of  additional  upstate  records.  Eight 
Eared  Grebes  were  found  this  spring, 
including  2 on  Cayuga  L.  5 Apr  (PH,  MY  et 
al.)  and  one  on  Lewiston  Res.,  Buffalo,  NY 
3 May  ( fide  DFS).  Single  Western  Grebes 
were  off  Riis  from  23  (AG,  AW  et  al.)  to  30 
Mar  (PAB)  and  in  Barnegat  Inlet,  NJ  28  Mar 
(fide  PB,  SB). 

Relatively  few  tubenoses  were  seen  from 
land,  despite  the  passage  of  numerous  low- 
pressure  systems  and  accompanying  east- 
erly winds  during  May.  Single  Manx  Shear- 
waters were  seen  from  shore  at  Moriches 
and  Shinnecock  24  May  (TWB,  AG,  GB).  A 
pelagic  trip  to  Hudson  Canyon  26  May 
recorded  150  Northern  Fulmars,  240 
Greater  and  180  Sooty  Shearwaters,  and 
900  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  (JCB,  AH  et  al). 
Fifty  Northern  Fulmars  were  also  recorded 
off  Lewes,  DE  on  a boat  trip  15  Mar  (GLA 
et  al.). 

An  American  White  Pelican  remained  in 
the  vicinity  of  Little  Creek  23  Mar-25  Apr 
(CDC,  MVB).  Two-dozen  Brown  Pelicans 
were  reported  flying  up  the  Delaware  Bay 
off  Pickering  Beach,  DE  28  Mar  (fide  APE). 
An  Anhinga  soaring  over  Cumberland , NJ 
27  Apr  (LL,  JW)  was  the  only  one  reported 
this  spring. 

HERONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A Cattle  Egret  at  Aurora  near  Cayuga  L. 
was  considered  rare  for  that  locality  2 Apr 
(MV).  Four  single  White  Ibis  were  found 
this  spring:  at  Ted  Harvey  19-20  Apr 
(FR),  at  Goshen  Cape  May  11  Apr-17 
May  (CK,  m.  ob.),  at  Calverton  on  e. 
Long  I.  10  May  (EL),  and  at  the  Pea  Patch 
I.  heronry  on  upper  Delaware  Bay  28  May 
(CB  et  al.),  raising  the  intriguing  possibil- 
ity of  a nesting  attempt.  White-faced  Ibis, 
a species  now  annual  in  the  Region  in 
spring  and  summer,  appeared  in  Salem , 
NJ  25  Mar  (PD)  and  at  Brigantine  8-29 
May  (JCB  et  al.). 

A Whooper  Swan  was  at  Kittatinny  Val- 
ley S.R,  NJ  24  Mar  (JCB  et  al.),  almost  cer- 
tainly an  escapee.  Trumpeter  Swan  reports 
included  4 in  the  Buffalo  area  Mar-Apr  (fide 


DFS)  and  2 at  Crusoe  I.,  NY  5 Apr  (MY). 
Larger  flocks  of  Tundra  Swans  outside 
Delaware  were  200  at  Mannington  Marsh 
Salem , NJ  9 Mar  (fide  PB,  SB)  and  100  at 
Whitesbog,  NJ  23  Mar  (fide  PB,  SB).  A Bar- 
nacle Goose  continued  at  Merrill  Creek 
Res.,  NJ  to  8 Mar  (RK  et  al.);  the  recent 
population  increase  of  this  species  and  the 
increase  in  recent  North  American  records 
are  almost  certainly  related. 

Clearly,  Brant  in  the  Northeast  deserve 
scrutiny.  This  spring,  there  were  four  sight- 
ings of  Black  Brant  in  New  Jersey  between 
Cape  May  and  South  Amboy  29  Mar-26 
May  (RC,  SB,  LM,  PAB,  PEL  et  al.)  and  one 
at  Floyd  Bennett  Field  25  Mar  (PAB),  plus 
two  reports  of  “Gray-bellied  Brant”:  one 
seen  at  both  Floyd  Bennett  Field  and  at  Riis 
30  Mar  (PAB,  RRV)  and  a different  individ- 
ual at  Captree  29  Apr  (PAB).  Brant  in  gen- 
eral have  increased  in  recent  years,  and 
larger  numbers  are  occurring  later  in  spring 
and  at  less-conventional  locations,  e.g.  10 
flying  over  Tonawanda  near  Buffalo,  NY  25 
May  (fide  DFS).  Six  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  reported  Regionwide  9 Mar-13 
Apr.  Seven  Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  24 
Mar-22  Apr,  including  one  with  a yellow 
neck  ring  at  Pt.  Breeze,  Rochester,  NY  10 
Apr  (fide  MT). 

There  were  about  10  reports  of  Eurasian 
Wigeon  and  three  or  four  of  Common 
(Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal,  plus  one 
apparent  hybrid  Common  Teal  x Green- 
winged Teal,  the  latter  at  Tobay  29  Apr 
(SM).  Five  King  Eiders  were  found  at 
more-or-less  traditional  locations  in  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware  during  Mar,  and  a lone 
female  spent  15  Mar+  on  the  West  Pond  at 
J.B.W.R.  (StS).  A maximum  of  30  Harle- 
quin Ducks  was  recorded  at  Barnegat  dur- 
ing Mar  (PB,  SK).  Greater-than-usual  num- 
bers of  Black  Scoters  were  reported 
coastally,  as  were  inland  White-winged 
Scoters  on  the  Great  Lakes.  Counts  that 
stand  out  were  of  10,000  Blacks  at  Montauk 
28  Mar  (PG)  and  1120  White-wingeds  on 
L.  Ontario  at  Porter,  near  Buffalo,  8 May 
(fide  DFS).  In  upstate  New  York,  many 
observers  commented  on  large  concentra- 
tions of  ducks;  particularly  unusual  were 


25,000  Buffleheads  on  the  upper  Niagara  R. 
during  the  first  week  of  Mar  (fide  DFS).  A 
female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  that  wintered  at 
Sandy  Hook  was.  there  until  4 Mar  (MH), 
and  a male  was  at  Bayville,  Long  1.  until  12 
Mar  (m.ob.). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  GROUSE 

Although  the  weather  was  generally  poor 
for  migrating  birds  this  spring,  there  were 
at  least  four  days  on  which  major  flights  of 
hawks  were  recorded.  The  biggest  flight  of 
the  spring  was  at  Braddock  Bay  20  Apr, 
when  11,114  Broad-winged  Hawks,  720 
Turkey  Vultures,  380  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks,  210  Red-tailed  Hawks,  170  North- 
ern Harriers,  27  Bald  Eagles,  30  American 
Kestrels,  21  Cooper’s  Hawks,  13  Northern 
Goshawks,  12  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  14 
Ospreys,  11  Rough-legged  Hawks,  and  2 
Golden  Eagles  passed  by.  Raptors  counted 
at  Hamburg  totaled  1324  on  28  Mar  and 
about  6000  on  3 Apr  (fide  DFS).  Five  hun- 
dred raptors  were  counted  15-16  Apr  at 
Sandy  Hook  (fide  PB,  SB).  Black  Vultures 
farther  n.  than  usual  included  one  over  Rip- 
ley 17  Mar  and  one  at  Iroquois  N.W.R.  near 
Buffalo,  NY  27  Apr  (fide  DFS). 

Single  imm.  Mississippi  Kites  were  seen 
at  Sandy  Hook  10  & 12  May  (fide  PB,  SB), 
3 or  more  were  at  Cape  May  14-15  May 
(fide  MSG),  an  ad.  was  picked  up  emaci- 
ated in  Marydel,  DE  18  May  (AE),  and  one 
was  unusually  far  n.  at  Ripley  30  May  (fide 
DFS).  The  season’s  only  certain  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  at  Cape  May  14  May  (MR), 
but  good  descriptions  of  other  probable 
ones  came  from  near  Derby  Hill  3 May 
(fide  MS)  and  Clarksville,  Allegany,  NY  19 
Apr  (fide  DFS).  Six  Rough-legged  Hawks 
Regionwide  included  one  that  remained 
until  16  Apr  at  Calverton,  Long  I.  (fide 
HM).  1mm.  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  seen 
at  Sandy  Hook  16  (fide  PB,  SB)  & 28  Apr 
(WM,  MF),  and  another  was  at  Derby  Hill 
20  Apr  (GP).  A Gyrfalcon  that  spent  the 
winter  at  Union  Springs,  NY  was  last  seen 
1 Mar  (JMcG,  KMcG).  Northern  Bob- 
whites  have  undoubtedly  declined;  there 
were  only  4 reported  from  e.  Long  I.  this 
spring  (HM). 


RAILS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Rail  counts  on  a still  and  foggy  night  29-30 
Apr  were  12  Soras,  18  Virginia  Rails,  and  5 
King  Rails  heard  at  the  Thousand  Acre 
Marsh,  DE,  and  10  King,  30  Clapper,  and 
15  Virginia  Rails  heard  at  Bombay  Hook 
(fide  AH).  Some  of  these  numbers  repre- 
sent the  highest  counts  since  the  mid-1960s 
for  Delaware  (APE).  A King  Rail  was  care- 
fully identified  in  the  salt  marsh  at  Shin- 
necock 10  May  (JC);  this  species  is  not 
known  to  breed  on  Long  I.  and  is  extremely 
local  elsewhere  in  the  Region.  Four  Black 
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A very  substantial  decline  in  the  numbers  of 
migrating  shorebirds  using  Delaware  Bay 
almost  certainly  is  a consequence  of  the  recently- 
expanded  horseshoe  crab  fishery.  Both  New  Jersey 
and  Delaware  are  now  legislating  restrictions  on  the 
number  of  crabs  that  may  be  taken.  While  shorebird 
counts  are  notoriously  variable,  the  following  contrast 
between  identical  aerial  surveys  of  Delaware  Bay 
made  20  May  2002  and  20  May  2003  by  the  New  Jer- 
sey Endangered  and  Nongame  Species  Program  give 
cause  for  alarm: 


20  May  2002 

20  May  2003 

Red  Knot 

27,300 

8000 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

56,600 

24,300 

Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 

16,600 

4200 

Sanderling 

14,000 

11,000 

Dunlin 

31,600 

10,300 

Rails  were  at  Goshen  Landing,  Cape  May 
for  most  of  May  (PEL,  m.  ob.),  2 were  at 
McNamara  W.M.A.,  Cape  May/Atlantic , and 
one  was  on  the  road  to  Big  Stone  Beach,  DE 
6-7  May  (fide  AH).  Sandhill  Cranes  con- 
tinue dramatic  expansion  into  the  Region. 
About  25  were  reported,  including  4 over 
Hamburg  19  May  (fide  DFS)  and  5 at  Brad- 
dock  Bay  23  May  (fide  MT). 

Of  about  5 American  Golden-Plovers 
reported,  the  earliest  was  one  at  Ted  Har- 
vey 15  Mar  (MEG).  Four  pairs  of  Piping 
Plovers  were  nesting  in  Delaware  as  of  late 
May  (AEH),  a number  close  to  the  13-year 
average  of  4.3  pairs.  A flock  of  250-300 
American  Avocets  was  seen  at  Ted  Harvey 
22  Mar  (AG).  Non-Delaware  Black-necked 
Stilts  included  3 at  Wreck  Pond,  NJ  1-10 
May,  4 at  Sandy  Hook  28  May,  and  one  at 
Island  Beach  25  May  (fide  PB,  SB).  A 
Eurasian  Whimbrel  was  at  North  Wild- 
wood, NJ  22-24  Apr  (FL),  at  the  same 
location  where  a Long-billed  Curlew,  pres- 
ent since  last  summer,  remained  until  19 
Apr.  Two  Hudsonian  Godwits,  always  rare 
in  spring,  were  at  Ted  Harvey  18  May 
(AEH).  Five  Marbled  Godwits  were 
together  at  Nummy  L,  near  Cape  May  1 
May  (GD).  Five  hundred  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones together  with  3000+  Dunlin  consti- 
tuted unusually  large  numbers  at  Shin- 
necock  16  May  (RS,  BS). 

A Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at  Bivalve, 
Cumberland , NJ  10  May  (FT  et  ah),  one 
was  at  Little  Creek  17  May  (fide  AEH), 
with  2 were  there  the  next  clay  (MEG),  and 
one  was  at  Bombay  Hook  17  May  (fide 
AEH).  A Reeve  was  at  Bombay  Hook  29 
Mar  (MEG),  where  a Ruff  and  a Reeve  were 


seen  together  13  Apr  (CDC).  Additional 
Ruffs  were  at  Shinnecock  27  Apr  (AB)  and 
Pedricktown  24-28  Apr  (DM  et  ah). 
About  4 Stilt  Sandpipers  were  reported  in 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  the  earliest  of 
which  was  at  Bivalve  30  Mar  (fide  MSG). 
Three  Red  Phalaropes  were  found  at 
coastal  sites  17-29  May,  and  one  was  at 
Round  Valley  Res.,  NJ  21  Apr  (fide  PB,  SB). 
Five  Red-neckeds  were  found  at  coastal 
sites  18-30  May,  and  one  was  near  Buffalo 
24  May,  where  especially  noteworthy  (fide 
DFS).  In  addition,  20  Reds  and  5 Red- 
neckeds  were  seen  at  Hudson  Canyon  26 
May  0B,  AH  et  al.). 

Two  Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  at  Hudson 
Canyon  26  May  (JB,  AEH  et  al.),  and  one 
subad.  jaeger,  almost  certainly  this  species, 
was  seen  from  shore  at  Shinnecock  18  May 
(HM  et  al.).  The  Hudson  Canyon  trip  also 
recorded  a Parasitic  and  14  Pomarine 
Jaegers,  plus  3-4  South  Polar  Skuas  (JCB, 
KL,  NH,  AH  et  al.).  Of  about  15  Little 
Gulls,  6 together  at  Cape  May  15  Mar  (fide 
MSG)  was  the  largest  group.  About  8 
Black-headed  Gulls  were  reported.  Three 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  seen:  one  at  Coey- 
man’s  Landing  near  Albany,  NY  1-2  Apr 
(fide  RG),  another  at  the  Sussex  County,  NJ 
landfill  10  Apr  (FT),  and  a 3rd  at  North 
Wildwood,  NJ  3 Mar  (HE).  A Laughing 
Gull  on  the  Niagara  R.  17  Mar  (fide  DFS) 
was  unusual,  both  for  being  that  far  inland 
and  that  early.  An  ad.  California  Gull 
joined  an  aggregation  of  gulls  feeding  on 
beach-cast  starfish  at  Montauk  1 Mar 
(AJL).  California  Gulls  are  now  about 
annual  in  occurrence  in  the  Niagara  area, 
but  there  are  still  only  a handful  of  records 
for  the  coast.  An  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull  was 
clearly  photographed  at  Cherry  I.  near 
Wilmington,  DE  1 Mar  (ph.;  AG,  MSh, 
MEG  et  al.),  and  a second  bird  was  seen  at 
Florence,  NJ  9 Mar  (fide  SB).  A remarkable 
192  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
counted  between  Wilmington  and  Flo- 
rence in  early  Mar  (fide  AEH). 

A Royal  Tern  was  quite  far  upstream  for 
spring  at  the  Delaware  end  of  the  Chesa- 
peake-Delaware  Canal  12  Apr  (MVB). 
Four  thousand  Common  Terns  at  Sandy 
Hook  26  May  (fide  PB,  SB)  was  a remark- 
able concentration  considering  that  most 
breeding  birds  should  have  been  estab- 
lished on  colonies  by  the  first  week  of  May. 
Fifteen  Arctic  Terns  were  seen  at  Hudson 
Canyon  26  May  (AEH  et  al.).  A Roseate 
Tern  at  Hamlin  Beach  27  Apr  provided 
only  the  3rd  record  for  the  Rochester  area 
(WS,  MD).  Other  Roseates  were  scattered 
along  the  coasts  of  Delaware  and  New  Jer- 
sey: one  at  Indian  R.  Inlet  30  Apr  (APE), 
one  at  Cape  May  7-11  May  (GM  et  al.), 
and  4 at  Stone  Harbor  20  May  (GM  et  al.). 
Forster’s  Terns  arrived  early  on  LI  in  late 


Mar  (RK),  and  one  was  at  Sagaponack  5 
Apr  (HM).  A pair  of  Gull-billed  Terns 
appeared  at  Brigantine  27  Apr  (fide  PB,  SB), 
5 were  at  Jones  Beach  6 May,  and  2 were  at 
J.B.W.R.  4 May  (AJL,  StS). 

Dovekie  reports  included  one  at  Mon- 
tauk 2 Mar  (JC,  TC)  and  3 exceptionally 
late  birds  at  Hudson  Canyon  26  May 
(JCB,  AH  et  al.).  The  Hudson  Canyon 
trip  also  produced  one  Atlantic  Puffin. 
Late  Razorbills  were  seen  at  Dewy  Beach, 
DE  13  Apr  (CDC)  and  Cape  May  5-7  May 
(KMcG  et  al.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A White-winged  Dove  was  in  Seaville,  Cape 
May  6-7  May  (RC);  the  species  is  occurring 
in  the  Region  with  increasing  frequency, 
usually  in  May-Jul.  A Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove,  present  since  fall  2002,  remained  at 
Hamlin  Beach  (G.  Chapin,  J.  Barry,  MD,  RS 
et  al.).  Four  Short-eared  Owls  were  over 
the  marshes  at  Jake’s  Landing,  NJ  26  Apr 
(fide  MSG).  Snowy  Owls  were  scarce;  one 
at  Jones  Beach  until  9 Mar  was  the  only  one 
on  Long  1.  The  Northern  Hawk  Owl  at 
Root,  NY  remained  until  12  Apr,  establish- 
ing a new  late  date  for  the  state  (fide  RG). 
The  earliest  Whip-poor-will  was  one  calling 
28  Mar  at  Cape  May  (fide  MSG).  Two 
Chuck-will’s- widows  were  at  East  Quogue, 
Long  1.  15  May  (BF),  and  one  upstate  in 
Oswego,  NY  17-23  May  was  far  n.  (Bob  and 
Kayla  Fisk,  MS  et  al.).  A count  of  75+ 
Common  Nighthawks  was  made  at  Flat- 
brookville,  NJ  over  the  Delaware  R.  19  May 
(fide  PB,  SB). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

On  21  May  at  Sandy  Hook,  30+  Least  Fly- 
catchers and  30  unidentified  Empidonax 
flycatchers  were  counted  (TBo).  Of 
increasingly  frequent  occurrence  in  fall  in 
the  East  but  still  extremely  rare  in  spring 
was  a Say’s  Phoebe  16  Apr  at  Garrett  Mt., 
NJ  (ph.,  JeC,  MK).  Also  exceptionally  rare 
for  spring  was  a Western  Kingbird  in 
Cumberland , NJ  15  May  (JG  et  al.).  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  were  seen  at  Sandy  Hook 
2 (WM)  & 10  May  (SW,  WM  et  al.);  lack  of 
sightings  on  intervening  days  suggests  pos- 
sibly different  birds. 

An  ad.  Northern  Shrike  spent  1-13  Apr 
at  Rocky  Point,  Long  I.  (DH,  m.  ob.), 
unusually  late  for  this  species  in  coastal 
New  York.  Another  was  at  Caroline,  NY 
7-8  Apr  (SAk,  SK).  Common  Ravens 
appeared  at  their  now-usual  haunts  at 
Alpine  and  High  Point,  NJ  and  at  Millbrook 
Gap,  NY;  more  unusual  were  one  on  the 
lower  Niagara  R.  6 Apr  (fide  DFS)  and  2 
over  Connetquot  S.P,  Long  I.  27  Apr  (JG). 
A Cliff  Swallow  was  early  at  Prospect  Park, 
NY  30  Mar  (PDo);  12-15  birds  and  6-8 
active  nests  at  Appoquinimink  Bridge,  DE 
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were  subsequently  displaced  by  Barn  Swal- 
lows 15  May  (MVB,  E.  Braun),  but  returned 
to  renest  (APE). 

WRENS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Four  Sedge  Wrens  were  reported:  one  at 
Cattus  1.,  NJ  23  May  (FL)  and  3 in  West 
Monroe,  NY  17  May  (fide  MS).  Carolina 
Wrens  were  notably  scarce  in  NY  following 
the  severe  winter.  A singing  (!)  Varied 
Thrush  was  at  Hempstead  Lake  SP,  LI. 
15-16  Mar  (AWo,  m.  ob.).  Singing  Bick- 
nell’s  Thrushes  were  at  Central  Park  8 May 
(TF)  and  Rye,  NY  21-26  May  (TWB,  AGu 
et  al.).  A peak  count  of  Gray-cheeked 

(Thrushes  was  of  27at  Sandy  Hook  21  May 
(fide  PB,  SB),  and  50+  Swainson’s  Thrushes 
were  counted  at  Sandy  Hook  21  May  (MF). 
A Veery  at  Carlton,  NY  20  Apr  set  an  early 
arrival  date  for  that  area  (fide  DFS).  A 
Bohemian  Waxwing  that  wintered  with  a 
flock  of  Cedars  at  Sapsucker  Woods  was 
last  seen  26  Mar  (AWe  et  al.). 

WARBLERS 

Seemingly  more  Orange-crowned  War- 
blers than  usual  appeared  this  spring;  a 
total  of  10  was  reported  3 Apr-12  May. 
Lawrences  Warblers  were  seen  in  Central 
Park  5 May  (fide  TWB),  Thomson  Lake 
S.P.  17  May  (fide  RG),  and  in  Yorkshire, 
Chautauqua,  NY  18  May  (fide  DFS).  Two 
Brewster’s  Warblers  were  around  Buffalo 
8-17  May  (fide  DFS),  and  about  5 others 
were  reported  elsewhere.  Cape  May  War- 
blers continue  scarce,  with  reports  of  only 
about  15  migrants.  A Pine  Warbler  at 
Manorville,  Long  I.  23  Mar  was  almost 
certainly  a local  winterer  (fide  HM),  as 
was  one  in  Central  Park  9-11  Mar  (TF). 
A Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  early  at 
Farmingdale,  Long  I.  31  Mar  (JM),  and  4 
others  were  reported  in  New  York  City 
parks  up  to  3 May.  A possible  Sutton’s 
Warbler  (Yellow-throated  Warbler  x 
Northern  Panda  hybrid)  was  reported  in 
the  Stokes  State  Forest  2 May  (TS,  MDu  et 
al.)  near  the  location  where  one  (likely 
the  same  individual)  was  seen  last  year; 
some  observers  raised  the  possibility  that 
it  could  have  been  a different  hybrid  com- 
bination. Twenty  Cerulean  Warblers  in 
Stokes  S.  F 12  May  was  the  largest  con- 
centration reported  (fide  PB,  SB).  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  far  n.  at  Buffalo 
15-16  May  (fide  DFS),  and  15  other 
migrants  were  recorded  in  the  New  York 
City  area  12  Apr-20  May.  There  were  8 
Prothonotary  Warblers  away  from  regular 
breeding  sites;  the  earliest  2 appeared  30 
Apr  on  Long  I.  An  Ovenbird  was  very 
early  at  Easthampton,  NY  29  Mar  (PA, 
JA);  it  possibly  overwintered  locally.  A 
Kentucky  Warbler  13  Apr  in  the  Brooklyn 
Botanical  Garden  set  a record-early  date 


for  New  York  (PDo,  m.  ob.);  5 others  were 
found  in  the  state  29  Apr-28  May.  A Con- 
necticut Warbler  was  heard  in  the  Buffalo 
area  18  May  (fide  DFS).  Sixteen  Hooded 
Warblers  were  found  in  the  New  York  City 
area,  and  singles  were  n.  to  West  Monroe, 
Oswego  17  May  (fide  MS)  and  Buffalo  2 
May  (fide  DFS). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Seven  Summer  Tanagers  were  found  in 
New  York  in  May,  including  3 on  the 
grounds  of  the  Brookhaven  National  Lab  in 
Upton,  NY,  where  they  have  bred  for  sev- 
eral years  (JC).  The  Western  Tanager  that 
wintered  at  Shark  River  Hills,  NJ  was  last 
seen  5 Mar  (fide  PB,  SB).  One  or  2 Blue 
Grosbeaks  were  especially  far  n.  at  Buffalo 
5-10  May  (fide  DFS),  and  at  least  one 
returned  to  one  of  last  year’s  breeding  loca- 
tions on  Long  1.  by  31  May  (RJK).  An 
incursion  of  Dickcissels  included  5 birds  in 
n.  Delaware  (LG,  CDC),  3-5  at  Cape  May 
11-18  May  (fide  MSG),  one  at  Water  Mill, 
L.I.  21-25  Apr  (MM),  one  in  Salem,  NJ  23 
May  (fide  PB,  SB),  and  one  at  Stockbridge, 
NY  25  May  (fide  MS).  Single  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Derby  Hill,  NY  (GP  et  al.) 
and  Merrill  Creek  Res.,  NJ  on  9 May  (fide 
PB,  SB),  with  other  singles  at  Goshen,  Cape 
May  and  Cape  Henlopen  (BGP)  the  next 
day.  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  was 
recorded  on  the  unusual  date  and  location 
of  18  Mar  in  Prospect  Park  (TDo  et  al.).  A 
Lark  Sparrow  at  Cape  May  9-10  May  (DHa, 
GD)  was  the  only  one  reported.  There  was 
a good  flight  of  Fox  Sparrows  reported  in 
late  Mar  and  early  Apr;  26  were  counted  in 
one  backyard  in  Dryden,  NY  1 Apr  (AM). 

A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  seen  in 
Salem  County  NJ  1-10  Mar  (fide  PB,  SB).  A 
Pine  Grosbeak  on  the  Kanyoo  Trail  near 
Buffalo,  NY  27  Apr  (fide  DFS)  was  far  from 
any  known  breeding  location  in  a decidedly 
non-flight  year. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  New 
York  City),  G.L.  Armistead,  Jim  Ash,  Pam 
Ash,  John  Askildsen  (JAk),  Pete  Bacinski 
(New  Jersey),  Andrew  Baldelli,  Scott 
Barnes  (North  Coast  Region,  NJ:  Sandy 
Hook  Bird  Observatory,  P.O.  Box  553,  Ft. 
Hancock,  NJ  07732),  Maurice  V.  Barnhill,  J. 
Barry  (JBa),  Gail  Benson,  Andrew  J.  Ber- 
nick,  Michael  Bochnik  (Hudson-Delaware, 
NY:  86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY  10704), 
Tom  Boyle  (TBo),  PA.  Buckley,  Joseph 
Burgiel,  Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York  Rare 
Bird  Alert),  Colin  D.  Campbell,  G.  Chapin, 
Jean  Clark  (JeC),  Terry  Clarke  (N.Y.C. 
area),  Jim  Clinton,  Richard  Crossley,  David 
A.  Cutler  (Delaware),  Ward  W.  Dasey 
(Lower  Delaware  Valley,  NJ:  29  Ark  Road, 
Medford,  NJ  08055),  Mike  Davids,  Glen 


Davis,  Peter  Dorosh  (PDo),  Paul  Driver,  M. 
Duffy  (MDu),  Gail  Dwyer,  Dale  Dyer, 
Andrew  P Ednie  (New  Castle  and  Kent,  DE: 
59  Lawson  Ave.,  Claymont,  DE  19703), 
Vince  Elia  (South  Coast  and  Delaware  Bay 
Regions,  NJ:  CMBO  R&E  Center,  600  Rte 
47  North,  Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ 
08120),  Howard  Einspar,  M.  Fahay,  Tom 
Fiore,  Brian  Frank,  Mark  S.  Garland  (Cape 
May,  NJ),  Paul  Gillen,  John  Gluth,  Jane 
Denker  Graves  (Hudson-Mohawk  Region, 
NY:  133  York  Ave.,  Saratoga  Springs,  NY 
12866),  Kevin  C.  Griffith  (Genesee 
Region,  NY:  61  Grandview  Lane,  Rochester, 
NY  14612),  Larry  Groff,  Anthony  Gonzon, 
Jason  Guerard  (JGu),  Mary  E.  Gustafson, 
Andy  Guthrie  (AGu),  Rich  Guthrie  (New 
York),  N.  Haass,  Dave  Hadeen  (DHa),  Dan 
Heglund,  Armas  E.  Hill  (Philadelphia  Bird- 
line), Pete  Hosner,  Mike  Hyotis,  Richard 
Kane,  Sandra  Keller,  Sam  Kelling  (SaK), 
Seth  Kelling,  Chip  Krilowicz,  Robert  J. 
Kurtz,  Marie  Kuhnen,  Laurie  Larson  (New 
Jersey),  Anthony  J.  Lauro,  Anne  Lazarus, 
Paul  E.  Lehman,  Tim  Lenz,  Fred  Lesser, 
Ernie  Lewis,  Bob  Long  (St.  Lawrence 
Region,  NY:  2807  Citation  Dr.,  Pompey,  NY 
13138),  K.  Lukens,  L.  Mack,  Dave  Magpi- 
ong,  Stuart  Malmid,  Wendy  Malmid,  Joe 
Manzione,  Mary  Maran,  Jay  McGowan, 
Kevin  McGowan,  Hugh  McGuinness  (East- 
ern Long  L,  NY:  P.O.  Box  3005,  Southamp- 
ton, NY  11969),  Shai  Mitra,  Mike  Mor- 
gante  (Niagara  Frontier  region,  NY:  16 
Lakeside  Crescent,  Lancaster,  NY  14086), 
George  Myers,  Bill  Ostrander  (Finger 
Lakes  region,  NY:  80  Westmont  Ave., 
Elmira,  NY  14904),  Ed  Patten  (Northwest- 
ern Region,  NJ:  9 Cornfield  Terrace,  Flem- 
ington,  NJ  08822),  Bruce  Peterjohn,  John 
M.C.  Peterson  (Adirondack-Champlain 
Region,  NY:  Discovery  Farm  Road,  RR1, 
Box  230,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932),  Ger- 
ard Phillips,  Bill  Purcell  (Oneida  Lake 
Basin,  NY:  281  Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY 
13076),  Bard  Prentiss,  Rick  Radis  (Pied- 
mont Region,  NJ:  69  Ogden  Ave.,  Rock- 
away,  NJ  07866),  Fred  Rohrbacher,  Mike 
Rothkopf,  Tom  Salo  (Susquehanna  Region, 
NY:  5145  State  Highway  51,  W.  Burlington, 
NY  13482),  Starr  Saphir  (StS),  Sy  Schiff 
(Long  L,  NY:  603  Mead  Terrace,  S.  Hemp- 
stead, NY  11550),  Matt  Sharp  (MSh),  Ed 
Sigda,  David  F.  Suggs  (Buffalo,  NY),  Birgit 
Sanford,  Rex  Sanford,  Mickey  Scilingo 
(Oswego,  NY),  Matt  Sharp  (MSh),  Robert 
Spahn  (Genesee  Ornithological  Society), 
Susan  Spahn,  T.  Sudol,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape 
May  Bird  Observatory),  W.  Symonds,  Fred 
Tetlow,  Mike  Tetlow,  Alex  Tongas,  Richard 
R.  Veit,  Matt  Victoria,  Allison  Wells  (AWe), 
George  Wenzelburger,  J.  Williams,  Angus 
Wilson,  Alvin  Wollin  (AWo)  (Long  L,  NY: 
4 Meadow  Lane,  Rockville  Center,  NY 
11570),  Mike  Young.  © 
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Although  landbird  migration  this 
spring  produced  few  highlights,  other 
phenomena  made  this  one  of  the  more 
exciting  spring  seasons  in  recent  memory.  A 
landmark  Red-necked  Grebe  invasion 
deposited  birds  from  the  mountains  to  the 
coast  across  both  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  On  a smaller  scale  was  a late-May 
fallout  of  Red-necked  Phalaropes,  attributa- 
ble to  northeasterly  gales.  Uncommon 
species  were  widely  reported,  but  too  many 
lacked  satisfactory  documentation. 

Abbreviations:  Assat.  (Assateague  I., 
Worcester , MD);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel, 
s.  of  Northampton , VA);  Chine.  (Chin- 
coteague  N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA);  D.C. 
(District  of  Columbia);  E.S.V.N.W.R. 


(Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  N.W.R., 
Northampton,  VA );  Kipt.  (Kiptopeke  S.P., 
Northampton,  VA);  Middle  Bay  (Chesa- 
peake Bay  from  Maryland  line  to  Bay 
Bridge).  The  state  for  each  county  is  noted 
the/irst  time  it  is  mentioned  in  the  text. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  with 
unusual  frequency  inland:  in  Virginia,  sin- 
gles were  at  L.  Moornaw,  Bath  17  Mar 
(AL),  Beaverdam  Res.,  Loudoun  20-28 
Mar  (CT  et  al.),  L.  Manassas,  Prince 
William  23  Mar  (TMD,  SH),  and  German- 
town L.,  Fauquier  7 Apr  (TMD).  Pied- 
mont reports  from  Maryland  both  came 
from  Baltimore,  where  lone  birds  were 
reported  from  Loch  Raven  Res.  29  Mar 
(KJ)  and  L.  Roland  1 Apr  (EK).  Four  more 
reports  came  from  Coastal  Plain  areas 
away  from  the  ocean  and  Bay.  A 30  May 
report  from  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester, 
MD  was  notably  late  (MH).  A good  inland 
count  of  10  Common  Loons  came  from 
Burke  L.,  Faiifax,  VA  9 Apr  (Karen  Chias- 
son).  Six  Eared  Grebes  continued  at  S. 
Holston  L.,  Washington,  VA  through  14 
Apr  QWC).  Horned  Grebes  were  reported 
in  fair  numbers,  including  150  on  the  Bay 
off  King’s  Cr.,  Northampton,  VA  25  Mar 
(ESB)  and  57  off  of  Kent  1.,  Queen  Anne’s, 
MD  16  Mar  (Scott  Crabtree). 

A pelagic  trip  out  of  Virginia  Beach,  VA 
1 Mar  tallied  54  Northern  Fulmars  (BP  et 
al.),  while  105  in  Maryland  waters  15  Mar 
(PG  et  al.)  may  represent  a record  count 


for  the  state.  A Lewes,  DE  pelagic  trip  into 
Maryland  waters  31  May  recorded  92 
Greater  Shearwaters,  560  Sooty  Shearwa- 
ters, and  82  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  (AE  et 
al.).  American  White  Pelicans  were  seen 
throughout  spring,  starting  with  one  bird 
at  Back  Bay  N.W.R.  1 Mar  (DC1).  Eight 
were  seen  flying  over  the  College  Creek 
Hawkwatch,  Williamsburg,  VA  8 Apr 
(BTa,  BW,  Tom  Armour),  while  the 
Potomac  R.  in  the  area  of  Mason  Neck  had 
numerous  sightings  in  several  jurisdic- 
tions, including  5 seen  crossing  between 
Prince  William  and  Charles,  MD  12  May 
(p.  a.,  TLC  et  al.)  and  3 on  Belmont  Bay, 
F aiifax  and  Prince  William  intermittently 
16B31  May  ( fide  SB).  A count  of  114 
Northern  Gannets  at  Roaring  Pt.  on  the 
Nanticoke  R.  29  Mar  set  a new  high  count 
for  Wicomico,  MD  (SHD).  Double-crested 
Cormorants  nested  on  an  island  in  the 
Potomac  R.  near  Pennyfield  Lock,  Mont- 
gomery this  spring  (CH).  This  area  had 
breeding  Double-crested  Cormorants  in 
1998,  the  only  previous  Maryland  breed- 
ing record  away  from  the  Bay  and  coastal 
Worcester.  Stumpy  L.,  Virginia  Beach  con- 
tinues to  provide  Anhinga  sightings, 
though  breeding  here  is  unconfirmed. 

Piedmont  Least  Bitterns  were  reported 
from  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomery  1 May 
(Don  Simonson)  and  from  the  North 
Branch  of  the  Patapsco  R.  30  May  (Gail 
Frantz),  a 2nd  record  for  Carroll,  MD. 
About  20  Great  Blue  Heron  nests  were  dis- 
covered along  the  Powell  R.,  Wise,  VA  16 
Mar  (Annette  Poore),  and  20  more  were 
found  12  May  on  the  same  river  in  Lee,  VA 
(BR).  Rarely  confirmed  as  breeders  away 
from  the  Coastal  Plain,  it  seems  that  with 
effort,  more  nesting  areas  of  Great  Blues 
could  be  discovered.  A Snowy  Egret  in 
Rappahannock,  VA  14  May  (TMD,  BL,  1CT 
et  al.)  may  well  be  a county  first.  Little 
Blue  Herons  were  reported  from  three 
inland  Virginia  locations:  an  ad.  at  a wet- 
lands mitigation  site  near  Catlett,  Fauquier 
22  Apr  (SH,  TMD),  an  imm.  in  the  Green- 
field area  of  Botetourt,  VA  4 May  (TF),  and 
one  bird  at  Bull  Mountain,  Buchanan,  VA 
11  May  (David  Raines,  fide  RM).  Unex- 
pected inland,  Cattle  Egrets  wefe  found  25 
Apr  at  Nokesville,  Prince  William  (KB, 
LC),  and  2 were  seen  in  Warren,  VA  23-24 
May  (RS,  JL).  One  at  Kenilworth  Aquatic 
Gardens  14  Apr  was  rare  for  D.C.  (GM, 
BC). 

A small  influx  of  Piedmont  ibis  reports 
from  late  Apr  was  unusual.  A flock  of  4 
Plcgadis  was  seen  at  Remington,  Fauquier 
19  Apr  (TMD,  Bob  Abrams),  while  Glossy 
Ibis  was  reported  from  two  Prince  William 
locations,  2 on  25  Apr  near  Nokesville 
(KB,  LC),  and  a single  bird  27  Apr  at 
North  Fork  Wetlands  (KG,  Kim  Peacock). 
In  Maryland,  3 were  seen  over  Carroll  27 
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f The  story  of  the  season  was  the  invasion  of  Red-necked  Grebes.  Beginning  with  a few  reports  in  mid-Febru- 
ary and  a trickle  of  new  sightings  through  month's  end,  the  invasion  was  well  underway  by  1 Mar.  Observers 
from  the  Appalachians  to  the  coast  on  that  Saturday  turned  in  reports.  By  the  following  weekend  (8-9  Mar),  dou- 
ble-digit counts  were  routine,  with  the  highest  single-location  count  of  116  coming  from  the  Potomac  R.  at  Seneca 
Cr.,  Montgomery,  MD  6 Mar  (DCz).  Other  high  counts  were  enjoyed  at  Burke  L.,  Fairfax,  with  29  on  22  Mar  (AM),  25 
at  Black  Hills  Regional  Park,  Montgomery  2 Mar  (HH,  JBr),  and  around  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.,  where  23  were  present  13  Mar 
(DWH). 

The  majority  of  sightings  were  centered  on  the  Potomac  R.  and  in  bodies  of  water  in  the  surrounding  counties, 
most  notably  D.C.,  Montgomery  in  Maryland,  and  Fairfax  in  Virginia.  Ultimately,  at  least  721  birds  were  reported 
from  41  counties  and  nine  cities  in  Virginia,  from  21  counties  in  Maryland,  and  from  D.C.  These  numbers  are  more 
than  double  those  of  the  February  1994  invasion.  Several  birds  lingered  throughout  the  reporting  period  and  into 
summer,  including  a July  report.  Upon  arrival,  nearly  all  birds  were  reported  to  be  in  basic  plumage.  Few  observers 
made  the  distinction  between  immature  birds  and  adults.  As  spring  progressed,  reports  of  molting  birds  and  then 
alternate-plumaged  birds  became  the  norm. 

The  only  previous  invasion  of  comparable  proportion  occurred  in  February  and  March  1994.  Single-site  counts 
(from  the  Bay  and  its  mouth)  were  slightly  higher  in  that  year — 174  being  the  peak  from  Maryland,  179  the  Vir- 
ginia high  count — but  overall  the  two  invasions  were  quite  similar  in  terms  of  where  and  when  birds  appeared. 
With  the  advent  of  Internet  reporting  in  the  past  decade,  more  observers  were  undoubtedly  mobilized  during  this 
year's  invasion  and  thus  more  birds  were  found  and  in  more  locations.  This  species  is  extremely  rare  in  the  Region 
after  mid-April,  so  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  only  late  May,  June,  and  July  reports  for  the  Region  have  come  from 
these  two  invasion  years. 

In  both  1994  and  2003,  unusually  cold  weather  in  the  Great  Lakes  region  caused  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron  to 
freeze  over  essentially  completely,  and  this  factor  was  clearly  at  work  in  both  invasions.  To  our  knowledge,  Red- 
necked Grebes  do  not  winter  on  the  Great  Lakes  in  the  numbers  observed,  but  the  fact  that  the  progress  of  the  early 
March  fallout  apparently  proceeded  from  northwest  to  southeast  strongly  suggests  a point  of  origin. 

Red-necked  Grebes  withdraw  from  the  East  Coast  primarily  from  mid-February  to  March,  which  is  evident  even 
from  the  small  spike  that  occurs  in  the  Region  in  non-invasion  years.  Given  the  poor  habitat  selected  by  many  of  the 
birds  in  1994  and  2003,  we  speculate  that  the  wintering  population  along  the  n.  Atlantic  Coast  must  stage  on  the 
Great  Lakes  during  this  period  (mid-February  to  March),  possibly  in  deeper  waters  far  from  shore.  In  the  rare  years 
when  they  arrive  in  the  upper  Midwest  to  find  their  staging  areas  frozen,  the  desperate  birds  reverse  direction  and 
proceed  back  to  the  coast,  with  many  birds  arriving  well  south  of  their  normal  wintering  grounds  and  hundreds 
short-stopping  at  freshwater  inland  areas. 


Apr  (Dave  Harvey),  and  a single  was 
reported  from  Hughes  Hollow,  Mont- 
gomery 29  Apr  (JH).  An  ad.  White-faced 
Ibis  was  reported  4 May  from  Chine,  (p.a., 
GK,  MAK),  possibly  the  same  individual 
reported  there  the  past  two  spring  seasons. 
Two  other  ads.  were  seen  29  May  at 
Fairview,  Northampton  (first  county 
record),  along  with  2 other  individuals 
that  were  possibly  White-faced  x Glossy 
hybrids  (p.a.,  ESB,  RLAk,  Deniz  Aygen, 
ph.  GLA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

While  regular  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  Ross’s 
Geese  are  still  noteworthy  inland.  Two 
birds  at  Leggett’s  Farm  Pond  in  Halifax, 
VA  2 Mar  were  good  for  the  Piedmont 
(JB),  while  the  bird  seen  at  Stuart’s  Draft 
S.T.R  Augusta  6 Mar  was  thought  to  be  the 
same  bird  seen  there  sporadically  through- 
out the  winter.  Single  Richardson’s 
Canada  Geese  were  reported  twice  from 
Rigby’s  Folly,  Talbot,  MD  9 & 15  Mar 
(HTA).  A Brant  was  found  in  Fauquier  19 
Mar  (ph.,  tSH,  tTMD),  a first  for  tte 


county  and  3rd  for  the  Piedmont.  A group 
of  5 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
observed  7B15  Mar  on  ponds  in  Pulaski, 
VA  (GE,  Katherine  Higgins),  while  a 
Fauquier  wintering  bird  was  seen  as  late  at 
2 Apr  (SH). 

Not  typically  fodder  for  this  report. 
Mallard  became  the  2nd  species,  after 
American  Oystercatcher,  known  to  have 
nested  on  the  C.B.B.T.,  though  certainly 


assisted  by  local  staff  providing  fresh 
water  ( fide  ESB).  A Blue-winged  Teal  in 
Loudoun  12  Mar  was  early  away  from  the 
coast  (JD).  The  only  reports  of  Eurasian 
Wigeon  came  from  the  Tidewater:  single 
birds  found  at  Christopher  Farms,  Vir- 
ginia Beach  1 Mar  and  Craney, 
Portsmouth,  VA  3 Mar  (DC1).  A fine  count 
of  185  Redheads  was  tallied  at  Piscataway 
Cr.,  Prince  George’s,  MD  8 Mar  (DM), 
while  a pair  of  them  and  a single  Lesser 
Scaup  lingered  until  the  end  of  the  report- 
ing period  (and  beyond)  at  Clopper  L., 
Montgomery  (DP,  DCz,  MAT).  A few  Har- 
lequin Ducks  and  Common  Eiders  were 
reported  from  the  two  regular  regional 
locations  (C.B.B.T  and  Ocean  City  Inlet, 
MD).  Aside  from  those  reports,  a pair  of 
Harlequin  Ducks  n.  of  Ocean  City  9 Mar 
was  notable  (DH),  as  were  late  reports 
from  the  C.B.B.T.  of  4 Harlequin  Ducks  18 
Apr  (RLAk)  and  a Common  Eider  30  Mar 
(EE).  Sea  ducks  showed  up  in  a few 
unusual  locations:  a Long-tailed  Duck  on 
the  Potomac  R.  off  Pt.  of  Rocks,  Mont- 
gomery MD  2 Mar  (HH,  JBr),  single 
White-winged  Scoters  2 Mar,  one  in  Bath 
(j&TD  et  al.),  the  other  on  the  Potomac  R. 
near  Violette’s  Lock  (DCz),  and  another 
on  the  Potomac  R.  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Monocacy  R.,  Frederick,  MD  8 Mar  (RFR). 
A Surf  Scoter  was  at  Clopper  L.,  Mont- 
gomery 26  May  (Dave  Perry,  RFR).  Four 
duck  boxes  with  Hooded  Merganser  eggs 
were  found  at  Huntley  Meadows,  Fairfax 
this  spring  (Ken  Hollinga),  and  a hen  with 
a dozen  young  was  seen  on  Dragon  Run 
along  the  Middlcsex/Ki ng  and  Queen  line, 
VA  8 May  (Teta  Kain). 

An  Osprey  nest  discovered  6 Mar  along 
the  Levisa  R.  in  Buchanan,  VA  was  a first 
for  that  county  (RM).  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
had  an  impressive  spring.  A record-early 
bird  was  seen  at  Ft.  Smallwood,  Anne 
Arundel,  MD  24  Mar,  while  another  passed 
that  hawkwatch  2 May  (SR,  HLW).  An 
additional  Maryland  report  was  from  near 
Marydel,  Caroline  14  May  (fide  LR).  In 
Virginia,  the  first  was  reported  from  the 


On  29  April,  Mark  Suomala,  a visiting  birding  tour  guide  from  New  Hampshire,  and  Don  Schwab,  a Virginia  Dept, 
of  Game  & Inland  Fisheries  employee  and  veteran  Virginia  birder,  independently  located  and  photographed  a 
West  Indian  Whistling-Duck  at  a beaver  pond  at  the  junction  of  Railroad  Ditch  and  West  Ditch  in  the  Great  Dismal 
Swamp  N.W.R.,  Suffolk,  VA.  The  bird  was  in  habitat  (scirpaceous  swamp)  and  condition  (all  toes  present;  no  bands)  that 
did  not  rule  out  natural  vagrancy,  but  provenance  could  not  be  determined.  This  species  has  been  reported  on  a few 
occasions  in  Texas,  Florida,  and  Bermuda,  sometimes  among  Fulvous  and  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  and  although 
the  possibility  of  former  captivity  cannot  be  discounted  in  these  cases,  its  apparent  resurgence  in  several  parts  of  its 
Caribbean  range  might  explain  its  presence  in  the  Dismal  Swamp.  A considerable  flight  of  Fulvous  and  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  took  place  in  the  Southeast  (and  beyond)  in  late  May  and  June  2003,  perhaps  more  context  for  wild 
provenance.  An  investigation  of  zoos  and  collections  in  North  America  that  hold  the  species  produced  no  information  on 
missing  captives  (D.  Schwab);  in  spite  of  these  factors,  we  still  consider  captive  origin  most  likely.  More  details  on  this 
record  will  be  published  in  this  journal. 
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Ivy  Creek  Natural  Area,  Albemarle  2 May 
during  the  V.S.O.  spring  weekend  (m. 
ob.).  Two  locations  reported  single  birds 
on  11  May,  one  at  Bull  Mountain, 
Buchanan  (D.  Raines,  fide  RM),  and 
another  from  the  E.S.V.N.W.R.  (David 
Wilcox).  Mississippi  Kites  were  reported 
from  their  stronghold  in  Southside  Vir- 
ginia, with  a Greensville  sighting  for  26 
May  (LL,  LS,  HFD),  as  well  as  3 from  Fort 
Smallwood  on  12  May  (SR,  HLW  et  al.) 
and  one  at  Observatory  Hill  in  Char- 
lottesville during  the  V.S.O.  weekend  on  2 
May  (BTe,  m.  ob.). 

King  Rails  were  found  on  19  Mar  and 
26  Apr  at  Julie  Metz  wetlands  mitigation 
site,  Prince  William,  potentially  another 
breeding  area  for  them  (PK,  MR).  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  reported  with  surprising  fre- 
quency in  the  Region.  The  first  was  12 
Mar  near  Oakland,  Garrett  ( fide  FS).  The 
remaining  reports  were  from  Virginia,  all 
in  May:  2 at  Back  Bay  N.W.R.  2-11  May 
(RS,  RLAk  et  al.),  2 at  Julie  Metz,  Prince 
William  12  May  (MR),  one  near  Waynes- 
boro, Augusta  13  May  (tAL,  ph.  Nancy 
Alfred,  Patrick  and  Susan  Patterson),  a 
2nd  county  record,  and  one  at  River  Park, 
Albemarle  24  May  (DW).  The  May  appear- 
ance of  cranes  in  the  Region  and  along  the 
East  Coast  appears  to  be  a recent  phenom- 
enon, perhaps  related  to  the  expansion  of 
the  breeding  range.  A Common  Moorhen 
1 1 Apr  at  Staunton  was  record-early  for 
Augusta  (AL),  while  one  11  May  in 
Howard,  MD  at  Font  Hill  was  at  a new 
location  (BO). 

An  estimated  2000  Black-bellied 
Plovers  at  Bay  Creek  Golf  Course, 
Northampton  9 Apr  made  a good  count 
(TS).  Two  Semipalmated  Plovers  17  May 
at  Rocky  Gap  S.P,  Allegany,  MD  were 
locally  rare  (JBC).  Record-early  for  Mary- 
land was  a single  Black-necked  Stilt  at 
Elliott  I.,  Dorchester  23  Mar  (RH),  while 
the  most  reliable  spring  spot  in  Virginia 
remains  Craney,  with  the  first  reported  29 
Apr  (DC1);  nesting  Chine,  birds  were  first 


noted  in  Jun.  Six  American  Avocets  were 
at  Eagles  Nest  Campground,  Worcester  27 
Mar  (PJ),  a bit  early,  while  Dyke’s  report  of 
one  18  May  along  US-50  near  Salisbury 
was  a first  for  Wicomico.  A distant  Willet 
seen  and  heard  at  Ocean  City  16  Mar 
(MH)  was  in  full  breeding  plumage  and 
giving  a display  flight  in  appropriate 
breeding  habitat,  and  was  thus  assumed  to 
be  a returning  nester  ( semipalmatus ).  Pre- 
vious Mar  records  for  the  state  have  been 
assumed  to  be  wintering  birds  (Western 
Willet,  inomatus),  so  this  represents  a 
record-early  arrival.  Another  (subspecies 
undetermined)  was  very  rare  inland  at 
Lilipons,  Frederick,  MD  on  13  Apr  (DH). 
Two  single  Upland  Sandpipers — in  Rock- 
ingham, VA  1 May  (John  Irvine)  and  4 
May  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Howard  (BO) — were 
the  only  ones  reported.  Three  Whimbrels 
were  at  Willis  Wharf,  Northampton  on  5 
Apr  (ESB),  with  “hundreds”  seen  at  differ- 
ent locations  in  Northampton  by  18  Apr 
(RLAk).  Seventy  were  seen  21  May  over 
Howard,  MD,  furnishing  the  first  report  for 
the  county  (HBO,  HJS,  tEiny  Holdridge). 
A Marbled  Godwit  on  22  Mar  at  Eagle’s 
Nest  Campground,  Worcester  (PJ)  could 
have  been  a wintering  bird  or  a migrant,  as 
the  large  Virginia  wintering  group  begins 
to  move  in  Mar.  A 3rd  record  for 
Wicomico,  MD  and  a record-high  count 
were  88  Ruddy  Turnstones,  along  with  a 
notable  139  Black-bellied  Plovers,  30  May 
at  Laws  Rd.  (MH).  Nine  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  at  a wetlands  mitigation  site 
11-13  May  were  a first  for  Fauquier  (TMD, 
SH,  ICT).  Pectoral  Sandpipers  arrived 
early  throughout  the  Region,  the  first 
report  being  almost  record-early  for  Mary- 
land on  2 Mar  in  St.  Mary’s  (KR),  and 
while  not  the  earliest  this  year  in  VA,  25 
seen  6 Mar  at  Leggett’s  Bottom,  Halifax 
deserve  mention  (JB1).  Larner’s  diligent 
shorebirding  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
provided  good  numbers  of  birds  through- 
out spring,  with  a record-high  88  Wilsons 
Snipe  7 Apr;  on  17  May,  he  tallied  another 


An  unprecedented  fallout  of  Red-necked  Phalaropes  occurred  in  the  Region  this  spring.  The  species  is  regular  in 
! pelagic  waters  off  the  Region  during  May  and  in  small  numbers  (1-3  per  season)  at  prime  shorebird  areas  such 
as  Craney  and  Hart,  but  is  extremely  rare  inland  in  spring  (more  regular  in  fall).  One  was  found  10  May  at  the  Maple  Dam 
Rd.  impoundments,  Dorchester  (HTA,  HLW,  LMD,  MB).  Inland  birds  were  widely  reported  beginning  16  May,  the  first  from 
Sperryville,  Rappahannock,  VA  (HFD),  followed  by  2 on  17  May  at  the  C.B.B.T.  (BTa)  and  one  18  May  at  Sunrise  Vailey 
Park,  Fairfax  (AM),  The  largest  push  came  22  May,  when  Dave  Carr  found  8 at  Blandy  Experimental  Farm,  Clarke,  VA  (one 
present  the  following  day  and  none  thereafter);  a single  was  at  Huntley  Meadows  (Arlene  Richman,  Gene  Keefe,  m.  ob.; 
also  23  May);  one  visited  Francis  Scott  Key  Mall,  Frederick,  MD  (Mike  Welch);  and  yet  another  was  at  Assat.  (DP,  Duval! 
Sollers).  At  the  regular  locations,  singles  were  reported  from  Hart  24  & 31  May  (EJS),  and  3 were  at  Craney  20  May  (DCi), 
with  3 present  26  May  (LL,  LS,  Darlene  Jarry).  The  first  wave  may  have  been  associated  with  a northeaster  off  the  coast, 
while  second  push  may  have  been  associated  with  a low-pressure  system  over  the  Ohio  Valley  that  interfered  with 
onward  migration. 


new  spring  peak  for  Augusta  with  32  Least 
Sandpipers  at  Swoope,  as  well  as  25  Dun- 
lin and  44  Short-billed  Dowitchers.  The 
only  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  reports  came 
from  Maryland,  with  2 at  Irish  Grove, 
Somerset  12-14  May  (D&rCB,  SHD),  a sin- 
gle seen  29  May  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot  (JR), 
and  4 at  Hart,  Baltimore  31  May  (EJS).  Fif- 
teen Red  Phalaropes  near  Baltimore 
Canyon  off  Ocean  City  15  Mar  (MJI;  PJ  et 
al.)  provided  Maryland’s  2nd  report  in 
Mar. 

A Pomarine  Jaeger  was  in  Maryland 
waters  31  May  (AE  et  al.).  Parasitic  Jaegers 
were  observed  from  the  C.B.B.T  on  four 
occasions  13  Apr — 17  May,  with  a high 
count  of  5 on  3 May  (ESB,  L.  Clougherty 
et  al),  while  in  Maryland  the  only  report 
was  18  May  from  Assat.  (HH,  JBr).  A 
South  Polar  Skua  was  seen  31  May  on  the 
pelagic  trip  to  Maryland  waters  (p.a.,  AE 
et  al.,  ph.  B.  Rufe);  Maryland  still  has  just 
five  previous  acceptable  reports.  Rare  gulls 
were  scarce  this  spring,  with  the  exception 
being  Little  Gull.  No  fewer  than  nine 
reports  of  Little  Gull  came  from  Maryland 
8 Mar — 12  Apr.  Only  two  of  these  were 
from  the  most  regular  location.  Back  River 
W.T.P.,  Baltimore,  and  just  one  was  at  the 
coast.  The  others  were  locally  rare,  com- 
ing from  the  Middle  Bay  and  n.  into  its 
tributaries.  Three  of  these  reports  pro- 
vided the  2nd  through  4th  Kent  records, 
while  another  furnished  one  of  only  a few 
Queen  Anne’s  records.  Only  ads.  were 
noted  in  those  reports  that  included  age 
data.  None  were  seen  in  Virginia. 

A Laughing  Gull  on  1 1 Apr  provided  the 
2nd  spring  and  3rd  overall  record  for 
Augusta  (AL).  Several  Iceland  Gulls  were 
reported,  the  first  being  9 Mar  from  the 
Tidal  Basin,  D.C.  (CH),  an  ad.  9 Mar  from 
Hooper’s  I.  (HTA),  a first-winter  at  Roaring 
Point,  Wicotnico  1 1 Mar,  and  one  at  the 
Salisbury  Landfill,  Wicomico  13  Mar 
(SHD).  Later,  Prince  William  Landfill 
boasted  a first-winter  bird  19  Mar  (LC), 
and  later  birds  were  at  Hunting  Cr.,  Fair- 
fax, which  hosted  a first-summer  30  Apr — 
1 May  (KG,  SS);  another  was  at  Virginia 
Beach  8 May  (RS).  An  ad.  Glaucous  Gull 
was  a delight  off  Virginia  Beach  1 Mar  (BP 
et  al.),  an  age  rarely  seen  in  the  Region.  A 
first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was  at  the  Salis- 
bury Landfill,  Wicomico  11  Mar  (SHD). 
The  Sandgates,  St.  Mary’s  Kelp  Gull  was 
reported  once  during  the  season  on  10  Mar 
(PC).  Record-early  for  Maryland  was  a 26 
Apr  Gull-billed  Tern  at  Sinepuxent  Bay, 
Worcester  (MLH),  and  one  31  May  at  Hart 
was  rare  for  Baltimore  (EJS).  Four  Royal 
Terns  23  Mar  from  Aquia  Landing  Park, 
Stafford,  VA,  and  over  the  Potomac  from 
the  same  location  in  Charles,  MD  were 
early  (TMD,  ICT),  as  was  a Caspian  Tern 
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30  Mar  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester 
(HTA).  Sandwich  Terns  in  Maryland  are 
notable  but  regular  at  Skimmer  L,  Ocean 
City,  Worcester , where  several  were  seen 
from  29  May  on,  though  one  from  Poplar 
I.  13  May  was  unexpected  OR),  furnishing 
only  about  the  3rd  spring  report  for  the 
Middle  Bay  and  2nd  for  Talbot.  Roseate 
Terns  are  undoubtedly  annual  along 
the  coast  but  are  rarely  detected  by 
Regional  observers.  Although  the 
species  nested  in  Maryland  as  recently 
as  1963,  reports  since  1991  in  this 
area  have  yet  to  yield  breeding 
attempts.  One  was  reported  18  May 
from  West  Ocean  City  (HH,  JBr),  and 
another  from  Ocean  City  Inlet  29  May 
(ph.  MH),  with  possibly  the  same 
individual  seen  that  day  at  Skimmer  1. 
(SHD).  This  species  was  frequently 
reported  May  through  Jul  in  New  Jer- 
sey. Hains  Point,  D.C.  had  21  Com- 
mon Terns  pass  by  10  May  (PP),  while 
Churchill  found  3 at  Meadow  L.,  Gar- 
rett and  one  at  Rocky  Gap  S.P,  Alle- 
gany 17  May.  Reese  counted  555 
Common  Terns  at  the  colony  on 
Poplar  I.,  Talbot  during  his  29  May 
survey. 

Alcids  were  well  represented  on  a 
Virginia  Beach  pelagic  trip  1 Mar, 
with  309  Dovekies,  30  Atlantic 
Puffins,  and  32  Razorbills  noted  (BP 
et  al.).  The  Maryland  pelagic  trip  15 
Mar  (PG  et  al.),  recorded  2 Dovekies, 
an  Atlantic  Puffin,  and  7 Razorbills. 

Best  bird  on  the  latter  trip  was  Mary- 
land’s 6th  Common  Murre,  seen 
briefly  but  well  by  a single  observer 
(p.  a.,  tMJI).  Seldom  seen  from  land 
in  the  Region,  Razorbills  were 
reported  from  Ocean  City  Inlet  2 Mar 
(David  Farner)  and  5 Mar  (SHD),  and 
a sighting  from  Assat.  18  May  (HH, 

JBr),  bested  the  state’s  late  date  by  more 
than  a month,  though  Virginia  has  mid- 
May  records. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  reported 
from  their  only  known  Regional  breeding 
location  e.  of  Kiptopeke  10  Mar  (TS), 
while  a White-winged  Dove  put  in  a two- 
day  appearance  at  the  same  location  11- 
12  May  (John  Getgood;  ESB).  A Monk 
Parakeet  was  seen  23  Mar  at  the  D.C. 
Arboretum  (CT),  while  another  was 
found  at  Vienna,  Fairfax  3 May  (Eileen 
O’Donohue).  A Long-eared  Owl  was  near 
Laytonsville,  Montgomery,  MD  22  Mar 
(RFR),  while  another  was  discovered  at 
Eleanor  C.  Lawrence  Park,  Fairfax  24  Mar 
(John  White). 

A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  late  at 
Monticello  Park,  Alexandria  3 May,  well 


away  from  breeding  grounds  (Kim 
Venne).  Spring  reports  of  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher for  the  Region  numbered  nine,  the 
bulk  coming  10-17  May.  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher  arrived  in  Virginia  2 May  at 
Ashburn,  Loudoun  (JD),  with  three  other 
reports  for  the  Region.  A respectable  10 
reports  of  Alder  Flycatcher  came  from 


This  dark  skua  in  active  wing  molt  photographed  during  a pelagic  trip 
out  of  Ocean  City,  Maryland  31  May  2003  is  almost  certainly  a South  Polar 
Skua,  although  other  southern  hemisphere  taxa  would  be  difficult  to 
rule  out  here.  Photograph  by  Bob  Rufe. 


Leaving  no  doubt  as  to  its  identity,  this  alternate-plumaged  adult  Pomarine 
Jaeger  was  photographed  on  31  May  2003  about  45  miles  east  of  Ocean  City, 
Maryland,  in  an  area  known  as  the  Teacup.  Photograph  by  Bob  Rufe. 


areas  well  away  from  known  breeding 
grounds  2-26  May,  mostly  on  the  Pied- 
mont. Great  care  should  be  taken  in  sepa- 
rating this  species  from  Willow  Flycatch- 
ers singing  alternate  songs.  One  Alder 
singing  in  Orange,  VA  11  May  was  at  a 
location  where  they  have  been  sporadi- 
cally reported  in  spring  and  summer  since 
2000  (G&RH).  A Loggerhead  Shrike  at 
Camp  Brown  Road,  St.  Mary’s  27  Mar  (ph. 
PC)  was  the  first  migrant  noted  in  Mary- 
land in  several  years,  while  2 near  the  Rap- 
idan  R.,  Orange,  VA  2 May  (DW,  G&RH) 
and  one  in  Warren  24  May  (JL)  were  prob- 
ably breeders. 

The  lone  report  of  Philadelphia  Vireo 
for  the  Region  came  26  Apr  along  Hogue 
Cr.,  Frederick,  VA  (JL).  Several  Dorchester 
locations  yielded  combined  nocturnal 
counts  of  200  Veery,  3 Gray-cheeked,  65 
Swainson’s,  and  35  Wood  (HTA,  HLW,  LD, 


MB),  while  O’Brien  had  a flight  just  before 
midnight  in  Montgomery  that  included  14 
Veery,  2 Gray-cheeked,  one  likely  Bick- 
nell’s,  26  Swainson’s,  3 Hermits,  and  10 
Woods.  No  Bicknell’s  Thrushes  reported 
this  spring  included  documentation.  A 
heavy  fallout  of  migrating  passerines 
observed  at  the  C.B.B.T.  9 May  was  best 
represented  by  115  Gray  Catbirds 
(ESB). 

Warbler  migration  was  rather 
uneventful,  with  no  major  fallouts, 
staggering  counts,  or  Regional 
record-breaking  dates.  Many 
observers  described  the  songbird 
migration  as  on  time,  even  a bit  early 
for  the  late  Mar  arrivals,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  migrants  were  thought  to  be 
running  close  to  a week  late.  A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  was  reported  4 
& 9 May  near  Stuart’s  Draft,  provid- 
ing a 5th  spring  and  7th  overall 
record  for  Augusta  (AC).  A Swain- 
son’s Warbler  was  heard  along  Nas- 
sawango  Cr.,  Wicomico  19  Apr 
(SHD). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

One  of  2 Clay-colored  Sparrows  that 
was  found  at  Evans  Rd.,  Worcester  5 
Jan  was  seen  as  late  as  9 Mar  (WGE, 
NLM).  An  impressive  15  Vesper 
Sparrows  were  recorded  29  Mar  in 
Fauquier  (MR,  KG).  Five  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  and  2 Saltmarsh  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  were  seen  during  the 
passerine  fallout  9 May  at  C.B.B.T. 
(ph.  ESB).  A single  Seaside  Sparrow 
was  notable  in  the  impoundments  at 
Back  Bay  N.W.R.  1 May  (RLAk).  A 
Fox  Sparrow  at  Julie  Metz  Wetlands, 
Prince  William  20  Apr  was  somewhat 
late  (MR).  Of  the  21  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
row reports  in  the  Region,  16  were 
noted  7-13  May,  all  at  expected  inland 
locations.  An  imm.  Harris’s  Sparrow 
found  at  Manchester,  Carroll,  MD  26  Dec 
was  last  reported  7 Mar  (Sharon  Schwem- 
mer).  A White-throated  Sparrow  singing 
in  Bishopville,  Worcester  31  May  (MH) 
was  quite  late.  A Dark-eyed  Junco  16  May 
at  Nanjemoy,  Charles,  MD  was  a late 
migrant  (Mike  Callahan). 

The  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  that  fre- 
quented various  feeders  in  Cape  Charles, 
Northampton  in  winter  was  last  seen  12 
Apr  (SWH).  Dickcissels  continue  to  be 
found  in  recently-discovered  breeding 
areas  in  the  n.  Piedmont  of  Virginia.  The 
first  was  heard  10  May  n.  of  Culpeper, 
while  others  were  at  Rapidan,  Culpeper, 
and  Remington  and  Bristersburg,  Fauquier 
through  the  end  of  the  period  (SCR, 
TMD).  In  Maryland,  one  was  noted  17 
May  near  L.  Artemesia,  Prince  George’s 
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(DM),  and  one  was  on  Three  Springs  Rd., 

I Rockingham,  VA  30  May  (Mike  Smith). 
Winter  finches  were  nearly  absent  during 
the  past  winter,  thus  it  was  no  surprise 
that  reports  were  limited  to  three  sightings 
of  Purple  Finches.  Red  Crossbills  are  diffi- 
cult to  confirm  as  breeders  in  the  Region, 
so  nest-building  by  a pair  of  ads.  on  Red- 
dish Knob,  Rockingham  3 Apr  and  subse- 
quent incubation  later  in  the  month  was 
quite  noteworthy  (Matt  Gingerich,  m. 
ob.).  An  imm.  was  seen  taking  grit  along 
the  road  in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  nest 


6 Apr  (Ken  Ranck),  while  another  visited 
a feeder  at  Bent  Mt.,  Roanoke  21  May 
(Alyce  Quinn). 

UNDOCUMENTED  REPORTS 

A Rough-legged  Flawk  described  briefly 
from  Dan's  Mt.,  Allegany  25  May  (TEK, 
tPW,  NK)  would  be  more  than  a month 
past  Maryland’s  latest  date  on  record.  Arc- 
tic Tern  was  reported  from  Assat.  18  May; 
of  Maryland’s  20+  state  reports  just  three 
have  been  acceptably  documented,  two  of 
those  well  inland.  An  Audubon’s  Yellow- 
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rumped  Warbler  was  reported  from  a 
Trappe,  Talbot , MD  yard  29  Apr.  There  are 
three  previous  state  records  and  seven 
undocumented  reports  for  this  subspecies. 
Documentation  must  take  care  to  rule  out 
intergrades. 

Corrigenda:  In  N.A.B.  56  (3),  a report  of 
Wilson’s  Plover  from  Craney  I.  8 May  2002 
was  inadvertently  omitted;  apologies  to  the 
observer,  Stephen  D.  Eccles,  for  this  over- 
sight. In  N.A.B.  57:  38,  the  list  of  extralim- 
ital  records  of  Heermann’s  Gull  failed  to 
mention  the  half-dozen  or  so  reports  of  the 
species  from  east  of  the  Cascade  Crest  in 
Oregon  and  Washington.  Thanks  to  Steve 
Mlodinow  for  pointing  this  out. 

Observers  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Robert  L.  Ake,  George  L.  Armistead,  Harry 
T.  Armistead,  Scott  Baron,  Ken  Bass,  Mel 
Baughman,  Debbie  Bennett  ( Caroline , 
PC.  Box  404  Denton,  MD  21625),  Jeff 
Blalock,  Jim  Brighton,  Edward  S.  Brinkley, 
Don  and  Carol  Broderick,  Laura  Catter- 
ton,  J.  B.  Churchill,  David  Clark  (DCl), 
Andrew  Clem,  J.  Wallace  Coffey,  Barry 
Cooper,  Patty  Craig  (St.  Maty’s,  P.O.  Box 
84,  Lexington  Park,  MD  20653),  Dave 
Czaplak  (DCz),John  and  Thelma  Dalmas, 
Lynn  Davidson,  H.  Fenton  Day  III,  Todd 
M.  Day,  John  Drummond,  Samuel  H. 
Dyke,  Andy  Ednie,  Glen  Eller,  Walter  G. 
Ellison,  Elisa  Enders,  Tad  Finnell,  Kurt 
Gaskill,  Paul  Guris,  Steven  W.  Hairfield, 
Matt  Hafner,  Clive  Harris,  George  & Rose- 
mary Harris,  Sue  Heath,  Robert  Hilton, 
Mark  L.  Hoffman,  Hans  Holbrook,  D.W. 
Holmes,  John  Hubbell,  Kye  Jenkins,  Parke 
John,  Elliot  Kirschbaum,  Nancy 
Kirschbaum,  Philip  Kline,  Mary  Alice 
Koeneke,  Glenn  Koppel,  Allen  Larner,  Bev 
Leeuwenburg,  Jon  Little,  Larry  Lynch, 
Gail  Mackiernan,  Nancy  L.  Martin,  Roger 
Mayhorn,  Alex  Merritt,  Paul  Mocko  (VA- 
BIRD  internet  group),  Dave 
Mozurkewich,  Paul  O’Brien,  Bonnie  Ott, 
Brian  Patteson,  Helen  A.  Patton  (Mont- 
gomery, 429  Hamilton  Ave.,  Silver  Spring, 
MD  20901),  Paul  Pisano,  Elizabeth  Pitney 
( Wicomico , 7218  Walston  Switch  Rcl.,  Par- 
sonsburg,  MD  21849),  Dave  Powell,  Kyle 
Rarnbo,  Jan  Reese,  Marc  Ribaudo,  Sue  Ric- 
| ciardi,  Bob  Riggs,  Robert  F Ringler,  Les 
Roslund,  Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Fran 
Saunders,  Norm  Saunders  (MDOsprey 
Internet  Group),  Tom  Saunders,  Lydia 
Schindler  (Voice  of  the  Naturalist),  Rob 
Simpson,  Eugene  J.  Scarpula,  Lauren 
Scott,  Jo  Solem  (Howard,  10617  Graeloch 
Rd.,  Laurel,  MD  20723),  James  L.  Stasz, 
Sherman  Suter,  Brian  Taber  (BTa),  Brenda 
Tekin  (BTe),  Mary  Ann  Todd,  Ian  C. 
Topolsky,  Craig  Turner,  Pete  Webb,  Hal  L. 
Wierenga,  Bill  Williams,  Dave  White.  © 
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Temperatures  were  generally  average 
this  spring,  although  somewhat  on  the 
cool  side.  Precipitation  was  another 
story,  however,  with  rainfall  being  above  aver- 
age, especially  in  April  and  May,  a product  of 
the  alignment  of  the  jet  stream  with  the  East- 
ern Seaboard.  The  resulting  cool,  wet  weather 
had  obvious  impacts  not  only  on  the 
observed  migration  but  also  on  early  nesting 
birds.  Most  observers,  those  especially  along 
the  immediate  coast,  considered  this  to  be 
one  of  the  poorest  migrations  in  years.  Nev- 
ertheless, highlights  this  spring  included  the 
Region’s  first  Clark’s  Grebe,  some  excellent 
pelagic  trips,  and  a continuation  of  the  winter 
alcid  invasion. 

Abbreviations:  B.R.C.  (Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee); C.  Halt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  NC); 
E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Facility, 
Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.R  (Huntington  Beach 
State  Park,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper  Lane,  Hen- 
derson, NC);  K.  Mt.  (Kennesaw  Mt.  National 
Battlefield  Park,  GA);  P.I.  (Pea  1.  N.W.R., 
NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Sit e,  Jasper,  SC). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Noteworthy  inland  Red-throated  Loons 
included  2 on  a lake  in  s.  Durham,  NC  13 
May  (jSu)  and  one  on  L.  Keowee,  Pickens, 
SC  26  Apr  (SP  et  ah).  The  wintering  Pacific 
Loons  at  Figure  Eight  L,  NC  were  last  seen 
29-30  Mar  (DC,  ML).  Also  of  note  was  a 
possible  record-high  count  for  the  North 
Carolina  mountains  of  144  Common  Loons 
on  L.  Julian,  Buncombe  11  Apr  (WF). 

The  late-winter  influx  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  continued  this  spring.  Most  birds 
were  along  the  North  Carolina  coast,  as 
expected,  but  the  farthest  s.  was  at  Port 
Royal,  Beaufort,  SC  9 Mar  (RC,  CE).  The  far- 
thest inland  involved  2 on  L.  Hickory, 
Catawba,  NC  7 Mar  (DM).  A Regional  first 
was  provided  by  the  Clark’s  Grebe  first 
found  in  the  surf  just  n.  of  C.  Hatt.  15  Mar 
(RD,  DC,  HL,  WI,  BC)  and  again  to  the  sw. 
near  Hatteras,  NC  19  Mar  (R&PT,  JL). 
Video  footage  should  make  this  the  2nd  doc- 
umented Clark’s  for  the  East  Coast  after  one 
(probably  the  same  individual)  was  pho- 
tographed at  Ft.  Story,  VA  31  Dec  2002  and 
1 Jan  2003.  It  is  typical  for  piscivorous  birds 
(Northern  Gannets,  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants, gulls,  Red-breasted  Mergansers, 
etc.)  that  gather  in  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake 
Bay  in  November  and  December  to  move 
southward  with  the  Labrador  Current  to 
winter  around  the  Outer  Banks  and  associ- 
ated sounds,  where  assemblages  may  num- 
ber in  the  hundreds  of  thousands.  In  this 
context,  the  grebe’s  late-winter  appearance 
here  makes  sense. 

Seabirds  in  North  Carolina  made  news 
this  spring.  The  gadfly  petrels  put  on  a show, 
with  a total  of  5 Herald  Petrels  on  three  trips. 
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single  Fea’s  Petrels  on  four  trips,  and  a 
Bermuda  Petrel  on  one  excursion,  24  May 
out  of  Manteo  (BP,  MT  et  at).  That  24  May 
trip  had  all  four  of  the  documented  western 
North  Atlantic  Pterodroma ! Shearwater  and 
storm-petrel  numbers  were  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  average,  but  their  arrivals  were 
earlier  than  average,  and  species  diversity  on 
most  trips  was  high,  owing  to  the  sustained 
easterly  winds. 

Tropicbirds  were  much  in  evidence  this 
spring.  Unexpected  inshore  and  rather  early 
was  an  ad.  White-tailed  in  the  bight  at  C. 
Lookout  22  Mar  (R&SB  et  ah);  more 
expected  was  the  imm.  off  Hatteras  24  May 
(BP  et  al.).  The  greatest  invasion  of  Red- 
billed Tropicbirds  on  record  off  North  Car- 
olina commenced  with  singles  off  Manteo  24 
May  (MT  et  al.)  and  Hatteras  25  May  (BP  et 
al),  and  2 off  Manteo  27  May  (BP  et  al.)! 
Many  more  of  the  “barred”  tropicbirds  were 
reported  by  fishing  boats  all  spring  and 
through  the  early  summer,  and  additional 
reports  of  this  species  will  follow  in  the  sum- 
mer report.  The  rare  Brown  Booby  was 
reported  once,  an  imm.  found  sick  on  the 
beach  at  Ocracoke,  NC  11  May  (EHa). 
Northern  Gannets  migrated  in  strong  num- 
bers much  later  than  usual,  with  595  off 
Manteo  (BP  et  al.)  and  800+  from  shore 
along  the  Outer  Banks  (PS),  both  23  May. 

Inland  American  White  Pelicans  were 
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found  more  often  than  usual,  with  one  at 
West  Point  L„  GA  28  Mar-12  Apr  (EW,  JG), 
3 at  Carter’s  L.,  GA  14  Apr  (RWa),  3 over  L. 
Murray,  SC  12  Apr  (MTu),  one  at  L. 
Junaluska,  NC  17-24  May  (PSu,  BO,  v.  o.), 
and  10  over  L.  Hickory,  NC  14  May  (DM  et 
al.).  The  only  inland  Brown  Pelican  reported 
was  at  L.  Oconee,  Greene,  GA  27  Apr  (MF). 
This  spring’s  Magnificent  Frigatebirds 
included  an  ad.  female  heading  n.  at  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  15  Mar  (RL)  and  a very  unex- 
pected inland  subad.  male  seen  along  1-75 
near  L.  Allatoona,  Bartow,  GA  12  Apr  (JG). 
There  were  no  obvious  storms  preceding 
this  inland  sighting!  Long-legged  waders 
were  found  sparingly  at  inland  sites  this 
spring.  Along  the  coast,  nesting  was  ham- 
pered somewhat  by  the  cool,  wet  weather. 
Locally  rare  was  the  Roseate  Spoonbill  found 
at  H.B.S.P.  22-23  Apr  (SR,  RL).  Inland  Wood 
Storks  were  good  finds  along  the  Waccantaw 
R.,  Columbus,  NC  10  May  (HL)  and  near 
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The  most  noteworthy  of  all  offshore  records  this  year  was  one  that  almost  "got  away" — an  apparent  European 
Storm-Petrel  [Hydrobates  pelagicus)  photographed  by  Patteson  while  photographing  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrels  on  27  May  off  Oregon  Inlet.  The 
bird  was  apparently  noticed  by  one 
observer  on  board  that  day,  but  it  was  not 
seen  by  other  birders  or  guides  on 
board — and  was  "formally"  discovered 
only  when  Patteson  noticed  it  in  his  down- 
loaded digital  images  from  that  day.  By 
looking  at  the  time  stamp  on  the  image 
(1:45  p.m.),  Patteson  was  able  to  pinpoint 
its  location  at  sea  to  78.5  km  se.  of  Oregon 
Inlet,  Dare.  This  report,  pending  accept- 
ance by  the  North  Carolina  B.R.C.,  would 
provide  the  second  documented  occur- 
rence for  the  North  Atlantic;  the  first  was  a 
bird  captured  at  Sable  I.,  NS  10  Aug  1970. 


The  very  definition  of  a "lucky  shot,"  this  European  Storm-Petrel  was 
snapped  while  the  photographer  was  working  on  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrels  following  the  Country  Girl  off  Oregon  Inlet,  Dare  County,  North 
Carolina  27  May  2003.  Digital  photograph  byJ.  Brian  Patteson. 


Smithfield,  NC  9 May  (CS,  BPg). 

Rare  were  8 Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at 
H.B.S.R  30  Apr-3  May  (P&STu,  RL,  v.  o.). 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  found 
at  several  sites,  including  one  at  the  S.S.S. 
10-11  May  (SC),  23  at  Tifton,  GA  23  May 
(fide  TM),  and  5 at  Andrews  I.,  GA  31  May 
(BZ  et  ah).  These,  viewed  in  context  with 
several  sightings  from  other  regions  to  our  n. 
as  far  as  Quebec,  would  seem  to  suggest  nat- 
urally-occurring wandering  birds,  probably 
from  the  Florida  population.  Somewhat  late 
were  the  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  seen 
near  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  27  Apr  (WC)  and 
the  Ross’s  Goose  in  Floyd , GA  24  Apr  (MD). 
The  presence  of  several  juv.  Blue-winged 
Teal  at  Harris  Neck  N.W.R.,  GA  30  May  indi- 
cated breeding,  a rare  event  in  that  state 
(DCo).  Also  noteworthy  was  the  Common 
(Eurasian  Green- winged)  Teal  at  C.  Halt.  15 
Mar  (BC  et  al).  Lingering  water- 
fowl  of  note  included  20  Ring- 
necked  Ducks  at  Roanoke  Rapids 
L.,  NC  25  May  (RD),  a Greater 
Scaup  at  the  S.S.S.  25  May  (SC),  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  Murrell’s  Inlet, 

SC  28  Apr  (RL),  and  a Common 
Merganser  at  Chapel  Hill,  NC  4 
May  (fide  WCo).  Noteworthy 
inland  reports  included  8 Surf 
Scoters  at  Carters  L.,  GA  13  Apr 
(JG)  and  a male  Common  Mer- 
ganser flying  over  Valdosta,  GA  18 
Apr  (BB). 


HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  first  returning  Swallow-tailed 
Kite  was  in  Camden , GA  4 Mar  (fide 
EW),  and  locally  rare  inland  for 
North  Carolina  were  2 at  Howell 
Woods,  Johnston  3 May  (JR  et  ah). 
The  presence  of  up  to  4 in  one  area 
along  the  Cape  Fear  R.  near  Riegel- 


wood,  Columbus , NC  during  all  of  May  was 
interesting  (fide  SCo),  as  there  are  no  con- 
firmed nesting  records  for  that  state.  Missis- 
sippi Kite  reports  were  highlighted  by  one  in 
Laurens,  GA  27  Mar,  providing  a new  early 
spring-arrival  date  by  about  two  weeks  (GB, 
TP).  An  imm.  Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Alligator 
River  N.W.R.,  NC  23-28  Mar  (MT,  v.  o.)  was 
a good  find.  This  bird,  about  the  7th 
reported  in  North  Carolina,  was  the  first  to 
be  observed  for  more  than  one  day  and  by 
multiple  observers.  Always  noteworthy  in 
our  Region,  Golden  Eagles  included  one 
imm.  at  Congaree  Bluffs,  SC  9 Mar  (MTu), 
an  ad.  at  Griffin,  Spaldirig,  GA  18-19  Mar 
(EB),  and  3 (2  ads.,  one  imm.)  over  Bakers 
Mt.  Park,  sw.  Catawba,  NC  10  May  (DM  et 
al.).  Inland  Merlin  reports  were  about  aver- 
age, with  the  peak  count  being  just  2 in  n. 
Greene,  GA  9 Mar  (PS). 


Hudsonian  Godwits  are  very  rare  spring  transients  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Region,  with  very 
little  photographic  documentation  for  the  Carolinas.  This  individual  was  at  the  Savannah 
Spoil  Site,  Jasper  County,  South  Carolina  19  to  20  (here)  May  2003.  Photograph  by  Steve  Caiver. 


A rare  inland  sighting  of  Black  Rail  came 
from  Happy  Valley,  NC  22  Apr  (DM).  This 
species  has  been  found  increasingly  infre- 
quently away  from  the  usual  coastal  locali- 
ties. Two  Common  Moorhens  and  an  Amer- 
ican Coot  were  an  unusual  sight  in  flooded 
farm  fields  in  Tyrell,  NC  20  May  (CB,  ESB  et 
al.).  A Limpkin  was  found  dead  on  US-17  at 
Green  Pond,  SC  11  May  (DCh),  representing 
the  first  specimen  (^Charleston  Museum) 
for  that  state  since  1904.  Noteworthy  Sand- 
hill Crane  reports  involved  4 over  Hoop.  14 
Mar  (WF),  one  near  Brevard,  NC  10  May 
(BMc),  and  one  at  Blackbeard  I.,  GA  17  May 
(PS  et  al).  Of  interest  was  the  Whooping 
Crane  seen  in  Wilkes,  NC  in  nrid-Apr  (fide 
HL).  There  are  no  historical  documented 
records  of  this  species  in  the  state,  and  this 
bird  was  obviously  from  the 
Wisconsin/Florida  migratory  reintroduction 
program. 

Very  high  water  levels  affected  the 
observed  shorebird  migration,  especially 
inland.  Some  peak  counts  included  30+ 
Black-bellied  Plovers  at  the  Bucksport,  SC 
Sod  Farm  15  Mar  (GP),  7 American  Golden- 
Plovers  in  Bartow , GA  30  Mar  (BD  et  al.),  14 
Willets  in  Murray,  GA  (JSp),  325  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  in  Bartow,  GA  23  Mar  (BD  et 
al.),  and  up  to  6 Dunlin  at  Hoop.  7-8  Apr 
(WF,  RS).  Two  Black-necked  Stilts  on  Little 
St.  Simons  I.,  GA  7-8  Mar  (BN)  provided  a 
new  early-arrival  date  for  that  state  by  more 
than  a week.  The  Upland  Sandpiper  migra- 
tion this  spring  was  about  average,  with  the 
best  counts  being  8 at  the  E.  Georgia  Sod 
Farm,  Bulloch  18  Apr  (TK)  and  5 at  the 
Cherry  Hospital  fields,  Wayne,  NC  19  Apr 
(ED  et  al.).  Long-billed  Curlew  reports 
involved  singles  at  Sapelo  L,  GA  11  Mar 
(DCo),  Jekyll  I.,  GA  19  Apr  (BBr  et  al.),  and 
Pawley’s  I.,  SC  1 May  (JP).  Hudsonian  God- 
wit  is  a very  rare  spring  transient  in 
the  Region,  thus  noteworthy  were 
singles  at  PI.  15  May  (H&NM)  and 
at  the  S.S.S.  19-20  May  (PS,  SC). 
Unusual  for  the  mountains  was  the 
report  of  up  to  20  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones at  L.  Osceola,  Henderson- 
ville, NC  during  mid-May  (fide  RS, 
WF).  Definite  counts  of  turnstones 
included  6 there  on  20  May  (RS,  v. 
o.)  and  9 at  Hoop.  22  May  (DS).  A 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  in  Bartow,  GA  27 
Apr  (BD  et  al.)  was  a good  find  for 
that  rare  spring  transient.  Onshore 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  included 
one  at  PI.  19  May  (ESB  et  al.)  and  a 
peak  of  7 at  the  S.S.S.  19  May  (PS). 
The  Red  Phalarope  is  much  rarer 
onshore  than  the  previous  species, 
especially  in  spring.  Two  were  quite 
unexpected  inland  in  n.  North  Car- 
olina, where  single  basic-plumaged 
birds  were  found  19  Apr  on 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD! 


S O U I H E RN  AT LA N T I C 


The  fallout  in  May  2003  of  phalaropes  in  the  mid-Atlantic  states  included 
this  alternate-plumaged  Red  Phalarope  at  Pea  Island  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Dare  County,  North  Carolina  on  18  May.  The  plumage  is  very 
rarely  seen  in  the  Carolinas.  Digital  photograph  by  Chris  Benesh. 


Roanoke  Rapids  L.  and  nearby  L.  Gaston 
(RD).  An  oiled,  alternate-plumaged  female 
was  seen  at  RI.  19  May  (MAI,  ph.  CB,  ESB, 
BP  et  al.) . Individuals  in  this  plumage  are 
almost  never  seen  in  the  Region. 

Only  one  South  Polar  Skua  was  reported, 
off  Manteo,  NC  23  May  (BP  et  al.).  Jaegers, 
however,  were  more  obvious.  Highlights 
included  30+  Pomarines  off  Hatteras,  NC  18 
Apr  (BP),  9 Pomarines  off  Murrell’s  Inlet,  SC 
21  Apr  (JPX  a Parasitic  at  H.B.S.R  14  Mar 
(MTu),  single  Long-taileds  off  Hatteras  25 
May  and  Manteo  30  May  (BP  et  al),  and  a 
Long-tailed  flying  over  Cape  Point,  Buxton 
26  May  (HL,  DC),  the  latter  a classic  loca- 
tion and  date. 

Gull  reports  were  somewhat  lackluster 
this  spring.  The  best  involved  3 Laughing 
Gulls  inland  at  L.  Crabtree,  Wake,  NC 
O&KB),  up  to  4 Little  Gulls  at  Atlantic 
Beach,  NC  13  Mar  (JF),  and  a first-winter 
Black-headed  Gull  at  C.  Lookout,  NC  13-21 
Apr  (JF  et  al.,  R&SB,  WFu).  Noteworthy 
inland  tern  reports  included  58  Caspians,  3 
Commons,  and  51  Forster’s  between 
Roanoke  Rapids  L.  and  L.  Gaston,  NC  19 
Apr  (RD),  7 Forster’s  at  L.  Julian,  NC  18  Apr 
(ST),  and  one  Black  at  Phinizy  Swamp, 
Augusta,  GA  23  May  (fide  TM).  Very  rarely 
noted  on  pelagic  trips  off  North  Carolina, 
Roseate  Terns  were  a surprise  this  spring. 
Singles  were  off  Hatteras  24  & 25 
May  (BP  et  al.),  and  2 were  off  Man- 
teo 25  May  (MT  et  al).  Arctic  Terns 
had  a better  showing  offshore  this 
spring  than  in  the  past  several  years. 

They  were  seen  off  both  Manteo  and 
Hatteras,  with  the  peak  count  being 
12  off  Hatteras  24  May  (BP  et  al.). 

Pelagic  tern  numbers  were  also  way 
up  this  spring.  The  peak  Bridled 
Tern  count  was  83  off  Manteo  24 
May  (MT  et  al.),  and  the  peak  Sooty 
Tern  count  was  56  off  Hatteras,  also 
24  May  (BP  et  al.).  Four  Sooty  Terns 
were  good  finds  off  Savannah,  GA 
30  May  (RW  et  al). 


Alcids  continued  their  invasion 
that  had  begun  during  the  winter  sea- 
son. In  North  Carolina,  Dovekie 
sightings  included  singles  at  Ft. 
Macon  9 Mar  0k  BH,  JFe)  and  13 
Mar  (KVH),  n.  of  Cape  Point  15  Mar 
(DC,  HL,  RD,  BC,  WI),  and  at 
Wrightsville  Beach  29  Mar  (SCo)  and 
3 Apr  0&KB).  There  were  at  least  2 
Thick-billed  Murres  found,  with  one 
photographed  at  Ft.  Macon  11-16 
Mar  (SPi,  JR,  m.  ob.)  and  one  at 
Wrightsville  Beach  29  Mar  (SCo)  and 
5 Apr  (M&rLS).  There  were  at  least  25 
reports  received  of  Razorbill!  The 
highest  counts  were  of  100+  from  RI. 
26  Mar  0L)  and  70  in  the  Atlantic 
Beach  area  9 Mar  OF  et  al.).  Farther 
s.,  good  counts  included  36  at  Figure  Eight 
I.  29-30  Mar  (DC,  ML)  and  12  at  H.B.S.P.  12 
Apr  ( fide  TPi).  The  latest  reports  were  of  3 at 
Wrightsville  Beach  14 
Apr  (DK)  and  a weak 
bird  (taken  to  a shel- 
ter) at  Atlantic  Beach 
21  Apr  (fide  JF). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH 
WAXWINGS 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 
reports  were  about 
average,  with  most 
reports  coming  from 
the  mountains  or 
immediate  coast,  the 
normal  pattern  for 
this  species.  The 
Long-eared  Owl  cap- 
tured in  Raleigh,  NC 
during  the  winter  sea- 
son was  subsequently 
rehabilitated  at  the 
Carolina  Raptor  Cen- 
ter and  then  released 
back  in  Raleigh  5 Mar 
(BOL).  If  the  estimate  was  relatively  accu- 
rate, the  4000+  Chimney  Swifts  seen  at  the 
Vienna  School,  Winston-Salem,  NC  14  May 
(fide  RSn)  must  have  been  a truly  amazing 


sight.  Large  concentrations  of  this  species 
are  more  normal  during  the  fall  migration. 
An  ad.  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird, 
presumed  to  be  a returning  migrant,  was 
very  early  at  N.  Myrtle  Beach,  SC  6 Mar 
(GP).  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  reports 
included  an  ad.  male  at  a feeder  in  Manteo, 
NC  27-28  Mar  (JL),  an  imm.  male  at  a 
feeder  in  Morehead  City,  NC  for  two  weeks 
in  Mar  (fide  JF),  and  the  wintering  ad.  male 
at  Sunset  Beach,  NC,  last  seen  4 Mar  (MM). 
The  imm.  male  Allen’s  Hummingbird  pres- 
ent at  Manteo,  NC  during  the  winter  season 
was  last  observed  29  Mar  (EK). 

Georgia  had  the  only  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catchers, with  singles  at  K.  Mt.  4 May  (BZ) 
and  South  Peachtree  Creek  Nature  Pres., 
DeKalh  26  May  (A&LH).  An  Eastern  Wood- 
Pewee  at  the  E.L.H.  22  Mar  (JS,  CL)  missed 
the  record  early-arrival  date  for  that  state  by 
just  two  days.  Noteworthy  Empidonax 


Part  of  the  large  alcid  invasion  of  winter  2002-2003  that  continued  into  the  spring,  this  Thick- 
billed Murre  provided  many  opportunities  for  close-up  observation  during  its  stay  in  the  Fort 
Macon,  North  Carolina  area  11-16  March  (here  14  March)  2003.  Photograph  by  Will  Cook. 


Vermilion  Flycatchers  are  extremely  rare  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Region  in  spring,  and  this 
female  at  the  Savannah  Spoil  Site,  South  Carolina  2 April  2003  provided  only  the  second 
documented  spring  sighting  for  that  state.  Photograph  by  Steve  Calver. 


reports  included  Willow  Flycatchers  at  Bei- 
dler  Forest,  SC  26  Apr  (RL),  Caw  Caw  Park, 
Ravenel,  SC  26  Apr  (PN  et  al.),  and  Macon, 
GA  17  May  (TI),  and  a Least  at  Chapel  Hill, 
NC  12  May  (WCo).  A female  Ver- 
milion Flycatcher  was  photographed 
at  the  S.S.S.  2 Apr  (SC),  providing 
one  of  the  very  few  spring  records  for 
the  Region.  Very  early  was  the  East- 
ern Kingbird  in  Grady , GA  22  Mar 
(MB),  missing  the  record-early  date 
for  Georgia  by  a week.  Gray  King- 
birds are  quite  noteworthy  away 
from  the  s.-coastal  section  of  Geor- 
gia. This  spring,  singles  were  at  Paw- 
ley’s I.,  SC  30  Apr-6  May  (RL,  MM,  v. 
o.),  Wrightsville  Beach,  NC  31  May 
(PC),  and  at  C.  Lookout,  NC  26  May 
(JF  et  al.).  This  spring’s  Scissor-tailcd 
Flycatchers  included  one  back  at  the 
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Monroe,  NC  breeding  site  7 May  (AO),  2 
back  at  the  McDonough,  GA  breeding  site  2 
May  (JFl  et  al),  and  one  near  Morven, 
Brook s,  GA  26  May  (J&MA). 

Vireo  reports  of  note  included  an  early 
Yellow-throated  in  Elbert,  GA  17  Mar  (JFl, 
EH),  a Warbling  along  Mid  Pines  Rd, 
Raleigh,  NC  10  May  (JC),  and  an  early  Red- 
eyed in  Chattahoochee,  GA  21  Mar  (WC). 
Swallow  reports  were  uneventful,  although  a 
Barn  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  1 Mar  (WC)  set 
the  new  early-arrival  date  for  that  state  by 
one  day.  Nuthatches  and  kinglets  were 
underreported,  although  wren  reports  were 
about  average.  The  thrush  migration  was 
described  as  very  poor  this  spring  across  the 
entire  Region.  The  best  pre-dawn  count 
received  was  of  106  Swainson’s  at  K.  Mt.  3 
May  (BZ).  Numbers  of  Veeries  and  Gray- 
cheekeds  were  down  also,  especially  in  the  e. 
portions  of  the  Region.  Extremely  early 
Wood  Thrush  sightings  included  one  heard 
in  Orange,  NC  9 Mar  (MSw)  and  one  seen  in 
Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  21  Mar 
(DS).  First  noted  in  the  winter,  Cedar 
Waxwings  continued  to  be  present  in  very 
high  numbers  along  North  Carolina’s  Outer 
Banks,  with  a count  of  2400  near  Salvo  9 
Mar  (BPe). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  COWBIRDS 

Warbler  reports  were  about  average  when 
compared  to  the  past  several  years.  Some 
early  dates  of  note  included  a Blue-winged  n. 
of  Charleston,  SC  11  Apr  (B&BM),  a Prairie 
at  the  E.L.H.  16  Mar  (JS,  CL),  5 Prothono- 
taries  at  Beidler  Forest,  SC  23  Mar  (J\V  et 
al.),  a Worm-eating  in  Rome,  GA  3 Apr 
(MD),  an  Ovenbird  at  Lake  Park,  GA  14  Mar 
(BB),  and  a Northern  Waterthrush  in  Greene, 
GA  22  Mar  (BDu).  Some  excellent  one-day 
counts  were  reported  from  K.  Mt.,  with  8 
Tennessees,  6 Nashvilles,  36  Black-throated 
Greens,  and  23  Ceruleans  27  Apr  (BZ,  GB  et 
ah),  plus  14  Blackburnians  there  4 May  (GB 
et  al.).  A singing  male  Magnolia  was  at  Bea- 
con Heights,  along  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway, 
Avery,  NC  25-28  May  (CW).  A Cape  May  at 
a feeder  in  Conway,  SC  1 Mar  (GP)  was  most 
likely  a wintering  bird  and  not  an  early 
migrant.  Unusual  but  not  unprecedented 
was  the  Blackburnian  that  landed  on  the 
boat  off  Hatteras,  NC  25  May  (BP  et  al.).  The 
bird  was  caught,  brought  back  to  land,  and 
released!  A Kirtland’s  Warbler  was  heard  at 
close  range  near  Zebulon,  NC  18  May  (EP). 
Although  the  bird  was  never  observed,  the 
song  was  heard  well.  Northern 
Waterthrushes  have  been  known  to  mimic 
this  species’  song  however,  and  it  would  be 
ideal  if  such  reports  carried  documentation, 
whether  audiotape,  photographic,  or  other. 
Of  interest,  this  was  the  2nd  report  from  that 
locality,  the  first  one  having  been  seen  23 
Apr  1999.  Far  w.  Virginia  has  had  recent 


spring  reports  from  Wise  County  on  7 May 
1994,  10  May  1995,  8 May  2000  (2  birds), 
and  1 1 May  2000,  with  all  birds  being  either 
heard  only  or  seen  fleetingly  (Peake,  R. 
2001.  The  Kirtland’s  Warbler  as  a spring 
migrant  in  Virginia.  Raven  72:  60-62).  The 
species  appears  to  be  quite  shy  on  migration. 

Very  rare  for  the  coast  was  the  Cerulean 
Warbler  found  at  Myrtle  Beach  S.  R,  SC  4 
May  (RC,  DF).  Also  very  rare  (locally)  was 
the  Louisiana  Waterthrush  on  Roanoke  I., 
NC  6 May  QL).  This  species  does  not  nest 
there,  and  is  usually  finished  migrating  by 
mid-Apr!  Connecticut  Warblers  were 
reported  more  often  than  usual,  with  singles 
at  Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  10 
(HN,  RS,  WF)  & 20  May  (WF  et  al.),  the 
Savannah  River  Site,  SC  13  May  ( fide  PCh), 
at  S.  Peachtree  Creek  Nature  Preserve, 
DcKalb,  GA  7 (A&LH)  & 24  May  (fide  CL), 
and  K.  Mt.  9 May  (BZ  et  al),  16  May  (GB  et 
al.),  and  24-25  May  (fide  BZ).  Also  locally 
rare  was  a Canada  along  the  coast  at  Tybee  I., 
GA  2 May  (DCl).  Western  Tanagers  contin- 
ued from  the  winter  season.  The  wintering 
female  at  Morehead  City,  NC  was  last  seen 
10  Mar  OF)-  Others  found  this  spring  were 
males  at  Lexington,  SC  in  early  Apr  (fide 
RC)  and  at  Wentworth,  Rockingham,  NC 
18-21  Apr  (KY). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  are  quite  rare  in 
the  Region  in  spring;  notable  were  2 at 
Rocky  Mount,  Edgecombe,  NC  2 Mar  (RD) 
and  one  at  Fletcher,  NC  27  Apr  (JSm).  This 
spring’s  Lark  Sparrows  included  the  2 win- 
tering at  the  Cherry  Hospital  fields,  Wayne, 
NC,  last  seen  8 Mar  (ED),  and  one  at  Ken- 
nesaw,  GA  7-10  Apr  (fide  KT;  BZ). 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  good  finds  near 
Cashiers,  NC  5 Apr  (ND)  and  at  Butler 
Farm  Rd.,  Henderson,  NC  24  Apr-early 
May  (MW,  v.  o.).  Also  very  rare  inland  in 
spring,  and  seemingly  out  of  place,  was  the 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at  Hoop. 
1-15  Mar  (MW,  v.  o.);  this  species  has  been 
found  inland  to  our  n.  in  spring,  appar- 
ently migrants  en  route  to  the  continent’s 
center.  Another  locally-rare  spring 
migrant  was  the  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  a 
yard  in  Winston-Salem,  NC  2 May  (DD  et 
al.).  Late  sparrows  included  White-throat- 
eds  at  York,  SC  (BHi)  and  Watkinsville,  GA 
(PS),  both  27  May,  and  2 Dark-eyed  Juncos 
at  Marietta,  GA  3 May  (BZ).  Spring  Lap- 
land  Longspurs  included  a peak  of  10  at 
Hoop.  7 Mar  (WF)  and  one  near  St. 
Matthews,  SC  8 Mar  (RC). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  widely 
reported  as  being  more  common  than  usual 
across  the  Region.  Many  reported  “flocks”  at 
feeders!  The  imm.  male  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak from  the  winter  at  Elizabeth  City,  NC 
was  last  seen  22  Apr  (DR)  and  was  in  “fine” 
plumage.  South  Carolina  had  a Lazuli 
Bunting,  an  imm.  male  present  at  a Walter- 
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boro  feeder  30  Mar-9  Apr  (MDo,  v.  o.).  This 
was  about  the  2nd  report  for  that  state,  the 
first  having  been  photographed  at  Westmin- 
ster, Oconee  7 Mar  1981.  Dickcissel  reports 
were  down  this  spring;  the  best  count  was  of 
3 at  the  Cherry  Hospital  fields,  Wayne,  NC 
17  May+  (ED).  A count  of  250  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  in  a field  in  Baker,  GA  11  Apr 
(MB)  was  an  excellent  total  for  so  late  in  the 
season.  And  finally,  the  only  Shiny  Cowbirds 
found  this  season  were  a male  and  2 females 
at  the  S.S.S.  19  May  (PS). 

Corrigendum:  Fall  2002:  The  Varied  Thrush 
reported  from  James  I.,  SC  was  actually  the 
3rd  for  the  state,  not  the  first.  The  first  was 
photographed  at  Edisto  I.  Oct  1993,  and  the 
other  was  at  Spartanburg  Dec  1993. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Generally  mild  weather  across  the 
Region  resulted  in  a lackluster  migra- 
tion, although  several  areas  reported 
good  counts  of  warblers  in  late  April.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  perhaps  was  a better-than-aver- 
age  year  for  vagrants,  with  species  from  all 
compass  points.  Among  these  were  two  Red- 
legged  Honeycreepers  of  unknown  prove- 
nance. In  particular,  Dry  Tortugas  N.R  hosted 
several  mega-rarities,  including  one  of  the  hon- 
eycreepers. At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum, 
nesting  House  Crows  were  the  latest  addition 
to  Florida’s  ever-growing  list  of  exotic  birds. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  C.P.  (county 
park);  FO.S.R.C.  (Florida  Ornithological 
Society  Records  Committee,  information  pro- 
vided by  Reed  Bowman,  Secretary);  R.A. 
(restoration  area);  report  (any  observation); 
record  (only  reports  verifiable  from  photo- 
graph, videotape,  or  specimen  evidence). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Good  counts  of  Common  Loons  at 
Gainesville  were  32  on  4 Apr  (AK)  and  7 at 
Newnans  L.  12  May  (RR).  At  Dry  Tortugas 
N.R,  there  were  55  Masked  Boobies  4 May 
(DP,  JHu  et  al.),  up  to  68  Brown  Boobies  12 
Apr-1  May  (MGa  et  al.),  and  an  imm.  Red- 
footed Booby  30  Apr  (ABi).  Another  20+ 
Brown  Boobies  were  seen  en  route  to  the  Tor- 
tugas 19  Apr  (DP  et  al.).  Ahern  observed  500 
Northern  Gannets  off  Ft.  De  Soto  C.P.,  Pinel- 
las 21  Mar.  A Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  was  seen 
from  a cruise  ship  ca.  340  km  wnw.  of  Key 
West  21  Apr  (BHA,  KR). 

A pelagic  trip  out  of  Islamorada,  Monroe  5 
May  yielded  2 Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  one 
storm-petrel,  one  Brown  Booby,  18  Northern 
Gannets,  one  Red-necked  Phalarope,  one 
Pomarine  Jaeger,  and  3 Roseate,  72  Bridled, 
and  24  Sooty  Terns  (LMa  et  al.).  American 
White  Pelicans  remained  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
all  season,  with  740  on  29  Mar  (HR).  This  site 
also  contained  17  American  Bitterns  26  Mar 
(HR);  a late  individual  was  at  Orange  Creek 
R.A.,  Alachua  26  May  (MM,  BC,  RR).  A Great 
White  Heron  near  Sunniland,  Collier  18  May 
was  unusual  inland  (TD),  while  2 Glossy  Ibis 
were  n.  to  Tallahassee  9 Apr  (GM).  A small 
retention  pond  at  Seven  Springs,  Pasco  sup- 
ported 167  Wood  Stork  nests  7 Apr  (KT) ! 

Southeastern  birders  take  note:  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  continued  their  explosive 
range  expansion  northward,  with  10  at  Talla- 
hassee 21  Mar  (fide  MC),  one  at  Jacksonville 
3-14  May  (CA),  and  1 16  at  Gainesville  21  May 
(SHo,  MD).  Other  notable  reports  were  42  w.  of 
Fort  Pierce,  St.  Lucie  24  Mar  (D&HH),  12  at 
Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  17  May  (DF),  12  e.  of 
Zephyrhills,  Pasco  23  May  (KT),  and  4 at 
Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange  28-30  May 
(MS).  An  unbanded  White-faced  Whistling- 
Duck  was  photographed  with  a Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  at  Davie,  Broward  3 Mar 
(SHu).  Five  Canada  Geese  of  unknown  prove- 
nance surprised  Smith  by  flying  in  to  Ft.  De 
Soto  from  Tampa  Bay,  circling,  then  heading 
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back  out  26  Apr.  Also  of  unknown  provenance 
was  the  Mute  Swan  at  Kendall,  Miami-Dade  11 
Mar  (JHB). 

Two  drake  Eurasian  Wigeons  that  wintered 
at  Eagle  Lakes  C.P.,  Collier  remained  until  8 
Mar  (MGa,  DSu  et  al).  Other  lingering  water- 
fowl  were  a Ring-necked  Duck  in  Polk  26  May 
(PT,  LAI),  a Long-tailed  Duck  at  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.,  Wakulla  20  Apr  (MC),  and  2 Black 
Scoters  at  Honeymoon  1.  S.R.A.,  Pinellas  30 
Mar  (RoS,  LS).  A male  Surf  Scoter  at 
Springhill  Road  S.T.P.,  Tallahassee  21  Mar-7 
Apr  QS  et  al,  ph.  JCa)  was  casual  inland, 
while  5 female-plumaged  Hooded  Mergansers 
at  Lake  Wales  Ridge  S.F,  Polk  28  May  (BPr) 
could  have  represented  a female  and  inde- 
pendent young. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Mississippi  Kites  at  the  periphery  of  their 
breeding  range  were  at  Ralph  Simmons  S.E, 
Nassau,  where  juvs.  were  observed  25  May 
(PL),  and  at  Ocala  N.E,  Marion  28  May  (JP). 
Eighteen  Short-tailed  Hawks  were  reported 
from  11  sites  (v.o.),  with  one  n.  to  St.  Marks  19 
Apr  (LT,  MC),  one  e.  to  Merritt  1.31  Mar  (DF), 
and  a nesting  pair  at  New  Port  Richey,  Pasco  8 
Apr+  (KT).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  observed 
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at  Biscayne  N.R,  Miami-Dade  29  Mar  (PSy  et 
al.),  and  a Golden  Eagle  was  over  Tall  Timbers 
Research  Station,  Tallahassee  13  Mar  (JCo).  A 
Crested  Caracara  nest  on  a tower  near  Clewis- 
ton,  Hcndiy  1 1 Apr  (B&rLC)  is  believed  to  be 
the  state’s  first  reported  nest  built  on  an  artifi- 
cial structure.  A family  of  caracaras  in  May  fur- 
nished the  first  report  for  Lake  Wales  Ridge 
S.F  (BPr).  Lake  Apopka’s  Eurasian  Kestrel 
remained  until  22  Mar  (HW,  JP  et  al.);  this 
record  was  accepted  by  the  EO.S.R.C. 

Around  200  Common  Peafowl  were  esti- 
mated at  s.  Merritt  I.,  with  another  200+ 
nearby  at  Canaveral  City  (DF);  there  are  few 
previous  reports  from  Brevard , and  none  that 
confirms  breeding!  A Black  Rail  was  heard  at 
Weekiwachce  Preserve,  Hernando  2 Mar 
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(MGa,  JG).  Rails  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
included  a Yellow  Rail  9 Mar,  12  King  Rails  12 
Mar,  43  Soras  5 Mar,  and  58  Purple  Gallinules 
21  Apr  (HR).  Irregular  in  the  Keys,  a Limpkin 
was  spied  at  Dry  Tortugas  29  Apr  (MGa  et  al.). 

Two  Southern  Lapwings  (Vanellus  chinen- 
sis ) observed  in  Alaclnta  in  Feb  were  relocated 
at  Lake  City,  Columbia  21-24  Apr.  The  birds 
are  believed  to  be  escapees  from  a zoo 
or  other  collection;  one  bad  a color- 
band  on  a leg  (LD,  ph.  LlM).  American 
Golden-Plovers  were  noted  at  St. 

Marks  27  Mar  (JCa)  and  Crandon 
Beach,  Miami-Dade  9 Mar  and  12  Apr 
(RD).  Five  of  15  Piping  Plovers  at  Lit- 
tle Talbot  Island  S.P.,  Duval  had  color- 
bands  and  originated  from  the  Cana- 
dian prairies,  the  Maritimes,  and  the 
Great  Lakes  (PL).  Seldom  reported 
from  the  se.  coast,  2 American  Oyster- 
catchers  graced  L.  Worth  Lagoon, 

Palm  Beach  10  May  (LiM). 

Solitary  Sandpipers  were  reported  in  good 
numbers  (v.o.),  with  the  earliest  at  Bayonet 
Point,  Pasco  23  Mar  (MGa)  and  the  latest  at 
Sarasota  21  May  (JBo);  6 others  were  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  24  Apr  (HR).  A leucistic  Willet 
at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park,  Duval  25  Apr 
(BR)  must  have  been  an  interesting  sight. 
Scarce  in  spring,  2 Upland  Sandpipers  were  at 
Gainesville  27  Mar  (SS),  with  another  at 
Apalachicola,  Franklin  30  Mar  (BB).  Six 
Whimbrels  at  Ohio  Key  11  Apr  (MGa)  made 
a good  count  for  the  Keys,  and  a Long-billed 
Curlew  lingered  at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park 
until  29  Mar  (BR).  White-ruinped  Sandpipers 
were  numerous  (v.o.),  with  7 at  Dry  Tortugas 
27  Apr  (MGa),  1 1 at  Merritt  1.  14  May  (DF), 
and  12  at  Little  Estero  Lagoon  31  May  (CE), 
among  others.  A Bairds  Sandpiper,  very  rare 
in  the  state,  stopped  at  Springhill  Road  S.T.P. 
9-10  May  QCa  et  al.),  while  14  Purple  Sand- 
pipers lingered  at  Ft.  Clinch,  Nassau  to  14 
Mar  (JP).  An  American  Woodcock  at  Merritt 
1.  14  May  (DF)  must  have  been  a very  late 
winterer.  Two  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  off 
Ponce  Inlet,  Volusia  17  May  (BA  et  al.). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Two  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  seen  from  a 
cruise  ship  ca.  340  km  wnw.  of  Key  West  21 
Apr  (KR,  BHA).  At  Little  Estero  Lagoon,  there 
were  400  Herring  Gulls  and  a Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  9 Mar,  plus  a Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  all  season  (CE).  Other  Lesser  Black- 
backeds  were  4 at  Tigertail  Beach,  Collier  24 
Apr  (HM  et.  al)  and  3 at  Crandon  Beach  to  28 
May  (RD).  Key  West’s  Slaty-backed  Gull  was 
observed  until  2 May  (JHB  et  al.);  this  record 
has  been  accepted  by  the  EO.S.R.C. 

A Caspian  Tern  nest  with  two  eggs  31  May 
furnished  the  first  breeding  report  for  St.  Vin- 
cent N.W.R.,  Franklin  (TL).  An  Elegant  Tern 
reported  at  Ft.  De  Soto  10-12  Apr  (JP  et  al.) 
has  not  been  reviewed;  an  Elegant-type  Tern 
at  Dry  Tortugas  30  Apr-4  May  (LMa  et  al.) 
was  not  accepted  to  species  as  an  Elegant  Tern 


by  EO.S.R.C.  Roseate  Terns  were  observed  in 
good  numbers,  with  28  at  Key  West  5 May 
(JP)  and  up  to  125  at  Dry  Tortugas  12  Apr-1 
May  (MGa  et  al.).  Three  Black  Terns,  scarce 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  in  spring,  were  noted 
at  Viera  Wetlands  17  May  (DF).  Nearly 
annual  at  the  Tortugas,  a Black  Noddy  was 
first  seen  12  Apr  (DSi  et  al.,  ph.  LS). 


Presumably  the  same  bird  that  has  frequented  Fort  De  Soto  Park,  Florida  since  December 
2000  (and  that  apparently  hybridized  with  a Sandwich  Tern  in  Hillsborough  Bay  in  May 
2002),  this  Elegant  Tern  and  its  presumed  Sandwich  Tern  mate  made  a brief  appearance 
at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  this  spring,  10-12  April  2003.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 


Captured  and  banded  by  researchers  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Pre- 
serve State  Park  14  April  2003,  this  Short-eared  Owl  furnished 
the  northernmost  verifiable  record  in  Florida  and  mainland 
North  America  of  the  Caribbean  subspecies.  This  record  also 
suggests  the  possibility  that  the  birds  may  eventually  begin 
breeding  in  dry  prairies  and  other  grassy  habitats  in  the  state. 

Photograph  by  Paul  Miller,  Florida  Park  Service. 

Resident  White-winged  Doves  continued 
their  colonization  of  the  n.  peninsula,  with  3 at 
St.  Petersburg  25  Mar+  (RoS  et  al.),  3 pairs  at 
Crystal  R.,  Citrus  mid-Apr-i-  (BS),  6 at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  30  Apr  (HR),  5 at  Gainesville  all 
season  (RR),  and  30  at  Ocala,  Marion  all  sea- 
son (PO).  A very  high  count  of  111  Common 
Ground-Doves  was  made  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
21  May  (HR).  Furnishing  the  2nd  record  e.  of 
the  Mississippi  R.  was  the  White-tipped  Dove 
(subspecies  undetermined)  at  Dry  Tortugas  19 
Apr-3  May  (JBa  et  al,  ph.  LMa);  the  record  is 
still  under  review.  Thirty  Black-hooded  Para- 
keets 12  Apr  represented  a high  count  for 
Largo  (JF),  while  3 Monk  Parakeets  at  Jupiter 
inlet  Colony,  Martin  3 Feb-27  May  marked  a 
new  location  (JHa).  Mangrove  Cuckoos  were 
noted  at  Biscayne  N.R  29  Mar  (PSy  et  al.).  Dry 
Tortugas  17  Apr  (MGa),  and  Weedon  1.  Pre- 
serve, Pinellas  9 May,  with  a fledgling  there  14 
Jun  (RoS);  2 ads.  were  at  Darling  N.W.R.,  Lee 
1 1 May  (CE). 

A straggler  to  Cuba  and  unknown  else- 
where in  the  Caribbean,  a Long-eared  Owl  at 
Dry  Tortugas  17  Apr  (LMa  et  al.,  ph.)  pro- 
vided only  the  4th  verifiable  Florida  record. 
Also  at  the  Tortugas  were  single  Caribbean 
Short-eared  Owls  13  Apr-4  May  and  20  Apr-5 


May  (MGa,  DG).  Other  Caribbean  Short- 
eareds  were  at  Key  West  12  Apr+  (MGa,  ABa 
et  al.)  and  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P., 
Okeechobee  14  Apr  (PSm  et  al.,  ph.).  The 
stomach  of  a Chuck-wills-widow  road-killed 
near  Gainesville  20  Apr  contained  a White- 
eyed Vireo  (TW,/ide  RR)! 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A Willow  Flycatcher,  seldom  identified 
specifically  in  Florida,  sang  and  called 
al  Dry  Tortugas  4 May  (JHi,  TM  et  al.). 
Two  Least  Flycatchers  that  wintered  at 
Lake  Apopka  R.A.  remained  until  2 Apr 
(HR).  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were 
near  Hastings,  St.  Johns  14  Mar  (JBr) 
and  at  St.  George  L,  Franklin  28  Apr 
QCa).  La  Sagra’s  Flycatchers  were  spot- 
ted at  A.D.  Barnes  Park,  Miami-Dade 
27-28  Apr  (MR  et  al.)  and  Key  West  26 
Mar  (DSi).  Spending  its  4th  winter  at 
Lake  Apopka  R.A.  was  the  Cassin’s 
Kingbird  that  remained  until  6 Apr  (HR  et  al.; 
ph.  BPr),  a record  accepted  by  the  EO.S.R.C. 
Also  at  Lake  Apopka  were  30  Western  King- 
birds 29  Mar  (HR).  A Gray  Kingbird  arrived 
early  at  Jupiter  Inlet  Colony  9-10  Mar  (JHa). 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  at  Bald  Pt.,  Franklin 
26  Apr  was  late  (JD),  while  single  Black- 
whiskered  Vireos  at  A.D.  Barnes  22  Mar  (JV) 
and  Biscayne  N.P.  28  Mar  (JBo)  were  early.  A 
Philadelphia  Vireo  enlivened  Ft.  De  Soto  29 
Apr  (LAt).  Two  House  Crows  ( Corvus  splen- 
dens),  native  to  India,  attended  a nest  with  3 
nestlings  at  Nokomis  Beach,  Sarasota  19  May 
(EK,  ph.);  the  birds  reportedly  had  been  pres- 
ent for  more  than  a year  (OC,  PR).  Although 
their  provenance  is  unknown,  the  adults 
could  have  been  ship-riders,  a habit  for  which 
they  are  famous  in  the  Old  World. 

The  1440  Purple  Martins  at  Lake  Apopka 
R.A.  26  May  (HR)  were  probably  composed 
largely  of  post-breeders.  Three  Cliff  Swallows, 
3 Mexican  Cave  Swallows,  and  at  least  one 
Caribbean  Cave  Swallow  at  Dry  Tortugas  in 
the  latter  half  of  Apr  (MGa,  JP,  DP  et  al.)  prob- 
ably challenged  the  identification  skills  of  the 
observers.  Fight  other  Cliffs  were  at  Tierra 
Verde,  Pinellas  5 Apr  (BA).  First-arrival  Barn 
Swallows  were  noted  at  Tram  Road  S.T.P,  Tal- 
lahassee 4 Mar  (GM)  and  Weekiwachee  Pre- 
serve 8 Mar  (A&BH).  Two  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  remained  at  Walsingham  Park,  Pinel- 
las until  10  Mar  (JF).  Meanwhile,  far  s.  was  the 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  at  Dry  Tortugas  13-27 
Apr  (MGa  et  al.).  A Veery  at  Paynes  Prairie, 
Alachua  4 May  (MM)  was  late,  and  Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes  at  Tallahassee  28  Apr  (JCa) 
and  Gainesville  30  Apr  (AK)  represented 
scarce  inland  reports.  Good  local  sightings  for 
Pasco  were  a Wood  Thrush  and  6 Swainson’s 
Thrushes  along  Green  Key  Road  26  Apr  (KT, 
JMc).  Marathon  hosted  a Bahama  Mocking- 
bird 22-23  May  (LMa  et  al).  A new  locale  for 
Common  Myna  was  established  at  Jupiter  Inlet 
Colony  27  May  (JFla).  Very  late  was  the  Amer- 
ican Pipit  at  Gainesville  16-17  May  (RR  et  al). 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD! 





Also  late  was  the  flock  of  75+  Cedar  Waxwings 
at  Lake  Wales  Ridge  S.F  9 May  (BPr). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  MUNI  AS 

Warbler  migration  was  somewhat  lackluster, 
although  a few  good  days  were  reported.  At 
Birch  S.R,  Ft.  Lauderdale  26  Apr,  over  400  war- 
blers of  16  species  were  found,  including  75+ 
Common  Yellowthroats,  and  50  each  of  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler,  American  Redstart,  and 
Ovenbird  (WG  et  al.).  Sixteen  species  were 
seen  at  Dry  Tortugas  21  Apr  (DP,  WB  et  al), 
while  over  650  warblers  of  nine  species  passed 
the  stationary'  Green  Key  Road  count  20  Apr 
(KT,  RaS).  Warblers  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
included  8470  Yellow-rumpeds  5 Mar,  a Swain- 
sons  21  Apr,  27  Northern  Waterthrushes  27 
Apr,  and  16  Yellow-breasted  Chats  21  May 
(HR).  Other  notable  warblers  seen  this  spring 
were  a Golden-winged  at  Cedar  Key  19  Apr  (IS 
et  al.),  a Nashville  at  L.  Seminole  C.R,  Pinellas 

7 May  (JF),  and  a Chestnut-sided  at  Dry  Tortu- 
gas 19  Apr-1  May  (MGa).  The  Hooded  War- 
bler that  wintered  at  Starkey  Wilderness  Park, 
Pasco  remained  to  6 Mar  (KT),  while  Tallahas- 
see’s wintering  Wilsons  Warbler  was  seen  last 
11  Mar  (GM).  Good  numbers  of  Blackpoll 
Warblers  were  1 1 at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  4 May 
(HR)  and  12  at  Merritt  1.  23  May  (BPa).  Seldom 
seen  in  spring,  Cerulean  Warblers  graced  Ft. 
De  Soto  16-17  Apr  (JG  et  al.)  and  Boca  Ciega 
Park  28  Apr  (JF),  and  male  Bay-breasted  War- 
blers enlivened  A.D.  Barnes  30  Apr-3  May 
(JHB  et  al.)  and  Dry  Tortugas  1 May  (JP).  Early 
arrival  of  Prothonotary  Warblers  was  noted  at 
L.  Palestine,  Union  14  Mar  (JK)  and  Gainesville 
15  Mar  (AK). 

Early  was  the  Summer  Tanager  at  Paynes 
Prairie  14  Mar  (BM).  A Scarlet  Tanager  at  Talla- 
hassee 11  Apr  (RL)  was  scarce  inland,  while  5 
at  Green  Key  Road  26  Apr  (KT,  JMc)  and  8 at 
Ft.  De  Soto  26  Apr  (PF  et  al.)  were  notable 
counts.  Single  Western  Tanagers  were  noted  at 
Gainesville  8-11  Mar  (LH,  JBr  et  al.)  and  Ocala 

8 Apr  (ES),  and  a female  Western  Spindalis 
graced  Dry  Tortugas  in  Mar  (SBs).  Honeymoon 
Island’s  wintering  Green-tailed  Towhee 
remained  until  29  Mar  (RaS  et  al.);  the  record 
was  accepted  by  the  FO.S.R.C.  A Chipping 
Sparrow  in  Wakulla  3 May  (SM)  was  late,  as  was 
a Savannah  Sparrow  at  Paynes  Prairie  21  May 
(RR)  and  a Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  Ft.  George 
I.,  Duval  4 May  (BR).  A Lark  Sparrow  was  w.  of 
Ft.  Pierce  24  Mar  (D&HH),  and  another  was  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  28  Mar  (JG,  LAt).  A leucistic 
Ammodramus  species  was  videotaped  at  Lake 


sa: 


A Tricolored  Munia  ( Lonchura  malacca)  at  Dry  Tortugas  4 May  was  captured  by  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  the  same 
day  (IMa).  Tricolored  Munias  are  present  in  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  and  Costa  Rica,  and  some  observers  have  suggested 
that  recent  Florida  occurrences  may  refer  to  dispersers  or  vagrants  from  these  exotic  populations. 

Although  several  munias  occur  in  Florida  aviculture,  recent  observations  of  Tricolored  Munias  have  occurred  in  areas  far 
from  human  population  centers.  Others  have  been  seen  at  Eco  Pond,  Everglades  N.P.  sporadically  since  Jan  2002  and  at  Big 
Cypress  National  Preserve  28  Jun  2003  (JHB).  A Tricolored  Munia  was  photographed  at  Dry  Tortugas  25-26  Jun  1999,  but 
the  F.O.S.R.C.  did  not  accept  the  report  because  of  questions  about  its  provenance.  Populations  of  Tricolored  Munia  in  the 
Caribbean  apparently  are  expanding,  although  it  is  not  known  that  their  colonization  has  proceeded  by  island-hopping.  As 
with  the  Red-legged  Honeycreeper,  temporal  and  distributional  patterns  will  need  to  develop  before  the  species  can  be 
considered  a valid  addition  to  the  Florida  list.  Furthermore,  considering  the  identification  difficulties  and  taxonomic  confu- 
sion with  this  group,  observers  in  Florida  should  properly  document  all  Lonchura  species  seen  in  the  state. 


Wales  Ridge  S.F  4 Mar  (BPr).  A Le  Conte’s  Spar- 
row was  banded  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve 
19  Apr  ( fide  PSm).  Seven  reports  were  received 
of  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  (v.o.),  with  the  latest  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  26  Apr  (LS,  RoS  et  al.).  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  were  seen  at  Jacksonville  1-13  Mar 
(PP),  St.  Marks  12  Apr  (JD,  JMu),  and  Alligator 
Pt.,  Franklin  15  Apr  (JMu). 

Sixteen  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  found 
at  Green  Key  Road  26  Apr  (KT,  JMc),  and  13 
were  at  Ft.  De  Soto  the  same  day  (PF  et  al  ). 
Bobolinks  were  reported  in  good  numbers,  with 
thousands  at  Everglades  N.P  24  Apr  (MGa), 
1570  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  27  Apr  (HR),  928  at 
Gainesville  4 May  (MM),  and  75+  over  Lake 
Wales  Ridge  S.F  3 May  (BPr,  DP,  JHu).  Furnish- 
ing the  largest  count  in  Florida  outside  the  con- 
text of  a C.B.C.,  13,475  Red-winged  Blackbirds 
were  carefully  counted  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  16 
Apr  (HR).  One  Rusty  Blackbird  was  near  Sop- 
choppy,  Wakulla  5 Mar  (B&LC),  and  2 were  at 
Paynes  Prairie  8 Mar  (AK),  while  a Brewer’s 
Blackbird  was  nearby  at  Hague  17  Apr  (MM). 
Reports  of  Shiny  Cowbird  were  widely  scat- 
tered, as  usual,  with  singles  at  Bald  Pt.  18  May 
(JD),  Gainesville  15  Mar  (AK),  Ft.  De  Soto  28 
Apr  (JG  et  al.),  and  Dry  Tortugas  28  Apr  (MGa 
et  al.),  2 at  Cedar  Key  26  Apr  (RR,  DH  et  al.), 
and  3 at  Flamingo  20  Apr  (JP  et  al.).  One 
Bronzed  Cowbird  was  found  at  Miami  13  May 
(RU),  while  up  to  18  wintered  at  Eagle  Lakes 
Park,  Naples  until  30  Mar  (MGo  et  al.).  Rare  in 
the  Region,  a Purple  Finch  was  at  Gainesville 
2-10  Mar  (RR,  LD  et  al.).  House  Finches  con- 
tinue to  expand  their  range  s.  into  the  cen. 
peninsula,  with  first  breeding  reports  estab- 
lished for  Citrus  at  Inverness  25  Mar  and  Bev- 
erly Hills  17  May  (KS).  One  at  Brooker  13  Apr 
(RR)  furnished  a first  for  Bradford , and  there 
were  3 at  Cross  City,  Dixie  2 May  (RR),  4 at 
Eustis,  Lake  (JP),  2 at  Orlando  (NP),  “numer- 
ous" young  produced  at  Cedar  Key  (DH),  and  3 


. , Not  one  but  2 male  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  ( Cyanerpes  cyaneus ) were  photographed  in  Florida  this  season, 
the  first  reports  of  the  species  in  the  United  States.  The  first,  found  at  Boca  Chita  Key,  Biscayne  N.P.  25  Mar  (TO)  and 
photographed  27  Mar  (IMa  et  al,  ph.),  was  never  relocated.  The  second  appeared  inside  Ft.  Jefferson,  Dry  Tortugas  29  Apr 
and  remained  to  3 May  (MGa  et  al.,  JP,  ph.).  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  are  found  from  Mexico  (where  migratory)  south 
through  South  America — and  on  Cuba,  where  locally  common  in  some  mountains  and  where  recently  found  on  Cayo 
Coco.  The  Tortugas  bird  seems  likely  to  have  come  from  Mexico,  but  Cuban  provenance  cannot  be  ruled  out,  nor  can  escape 
from  avicultural  collections  within  Florida.  Although  both  records  were  on  islands  in  national  parks,  the  F.O.S.R.C.  did  not 
accept  the  records  due  to  concerns  about  the  sources  of  the  birds.  If  legitimate  vagrants  are  arriving  in  Florida,  then  some 
pattern  of  occurrence  should  develop  in  the  future,  and  the  issue  undoubtedly  will  be  revisited. 


at  Tampa  14  Apr+  (BA).  Three  Pine  Siskins  vis- 
ited a Valrico,  Flillsborough  feeder  2 Mar  (SBc), 
while  another  was  found  among  American 
Goldfinches  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  30  Apr  (HR). 
Up  to  3 goldfinches  remained  at  Ocala  through 
24  May  (PO).  A Java  Sparrow  visited  a Land  O’ 
Lakes,  Pasco  feeder  19  May  (SBu),  and  an 
Orange  Bishop  was  seen  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  6 
Apr  (HR). 

Cited  contributors  (compilers  of  the  Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations 
Committee  in  boldface):  Carole  Adams,  Brian 
Ahern,  Larry  Albright  (LAI),  Ken  Allen,  Bruce 
H.  Anderson  (BHA),  Lyn  Atherton  (LAt),  Steve 
Backes  (SBc),  Janine  Bacquie  (JBa),  Andy 
Bankert  (ABa),  Sonny  Bass  (SBs),  Brad 
Bergstrom,  Wes  Biggs,  Adrian  Binns  (ABi),  Jeff 
Bouton  (JBo),  Reed  Bowman,  John  H.  Boyd  III 
(JHB),  Judy  Bryan  (JBr),  Sandra  Burns  (SBu), 
Bob  Carroll,  Jim  Cavanagh  (JCa),  Marvin 
Collins,  Owen  Comora,  Buck  and  Linda 
Cooper  (B&LC),  Jim  Cox  (JCo),  Lloyd  Davis, 
Robin  Diaz,  Terry  Doyle,  Jack  Dozier,  Michael 
Drummond,  Charlie  Ewell,  Paul  Fellers,  Judy 
Fisher,  David  Freeland,  Jill  Gaetzi,  Murray 
Gardler  (MGa),  Wally  George,  Marie  Gonsalo 
(MGo),  David  Goodwin,  Jack  Hailman  (JHa), 
Al  and  Bev  Hansen  (A&BH),  Dale  Henderson, 
Linda  Hensley,  John  Hintermister  (JHi), 
Stephen  Hofstetter,  Dotty  and  Hank  Hull 
(D&HH),  Jim  Hully  (JHu),  Suze  Humeston 
(SHu),  Andy  Kratter,  Jerry  Krummrich,  Ed 
Kwater,  Patrick  Leary,  Rob  Lengacher,  Thom 
Lewis,  Mike  Manetz,  Larry  Manfredi  (LMa), 
Tracy  McCarthy,  Sean  McCool,  Hugh  McGuin- 
ness,  Jim  McKay  (JMc),  Gail  Menk,  Barbara 
Mollison,  Lloyd  Morrison  (L1M),  Linda  Most 
(LiM),  John  Murphy  (JMu),  Toby  Obenauer, 
Patty  Orr,  Bob  Paxson  (BPa),  Evelyn  Perry, 
Cheri  Pierce,  David  Powell,  Peggy  Powell,  Bill 
Pranty  (BPr),  Nancy  Prine,  John  Puschock, 
Kurt  Radamaker,  Matt  Reid,  Peter  Rice,  Bob 
Richter,  D.  Robbins,  Harry  Robinson,  Rex 
Rowan,  Ivan  Samuels,  Steve  Schweikert,  Mark 
Sees,  Eve  Shackleton,  David  Simpson  (DSi), 
Jack  Skalickey,  Parks  Small  (PSm),  Ray  Smart 
(RaS),  Lori  Smith,  Ron  Smith  (RoS),  Betty 
Smyth,  Lee  Snyder,  Ken  Spilios,  Doug  Suitor 
(DSu),  Paul  W Sykes,  Jr.  (PSy),  Larry  Thomp- 
son, Pete  Tinuner,  Ken  Tracey,  Raul  Urgellcs, 
Juan  Villamil,  Harold  Weatherman,  Tom  Web- 
ber, Donald  Whitford.  © 
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fter  one  of  Ontario’s  coldest  and  longest 
ZJk  winters  in  recent  years,  the  spring  pro- 
X JLvided  little  relief.  March  continued 
where  February  left  off,  with  very  cold  condi- 
tions that  allowed  ice  to  linger  much  longer 
than  usual  in  small  lakes  and  bays.  Arrivals 
toward  the  end  of  the  month  were  confronted 
with  this  intense  cold,  and  mortality  of  land- 
birds  such  as  Tree  Swallows  and  Eastern 
Phoebes  was  apparently  high.  April  and  May 
were  considered  fairly  seasonal  in  northwest- 
ern Ontario,  but  much  of  southern  and  eastern 
Ontario  suffered  through  a continuation  of  wet 
and  cold  conditions  throughout  the  season, 
punctuated  with  occasional  short  periods  of 
milder,  more  seasonal  weather.  Although  there 
were  some  days  when  warm  winds  blew  from 
the  south,  much  of  the  peak  migration  period 
was  subjected  to  cool  north  and  east  winds. 
Overall,  migration  was  thought  to  be  anywhere 
from  one  to  two  weeks  behind  the  norm,  with 
migration  continuing  well  into  June. 


Few  fallouts  were  noted  by  Ontario  birders, 
and  overshoots  of  southern  species  were  not 
as  numerous  as  usual,  but  the  spring  was  not 
without  its  highlights.  Such  birds  as  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  and  White-faced  Ibis  excited 
southern  Ontario  birders,  but  the  jewel  of  the 
spring  had  to  be  the  Brewer’s  Sparrow  caught 
and  photographed  at  Thunder  Cape  Bird 
Observatory,  which  would  represent  the  first 
confirmed  provincial  record  if  accepted. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.C.  (Bird  Studies  Canada); 
C.A.  (Conservation  Area);  L.RB.O.  (Long 
Point  Bird  Observatory);  N.P.H.  (Niagara 
Peninsula  tiawkwatch);  Pelee  (Point  Pelee 
National  Park,  Essex);  P.  E.  Pt.  (Prince  Edward 
Point,  Prince  Edward );  s.  1.  (sewage  lagoons); 
T.C.B.O.  (Thunder  Cape  Bird  Observatory). 
Place  names  in  italics  refer  to  districts  and 
regional  municipalities  as  well  as  to  counties. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Red-throated  Loons  were  noted  at  the  usual 
locations  in  small  numbers,  with  the  largest 
observed  concentration  being  20  off  Confed- 
eration Park,  Hamilton-Wentworth  20  May 
(LE).  An  imm.  Pacific  Loon  was  reported 
from  P E.  Pt.  14  May  (LP),  and  an  alternate- 
plumaged  ad.  appeared  on  the  w.  side  of  the 
Tip  of  Pelee  16  May  (BME,  PK  et  al.).  The  96 
Horned  Grebes  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk 
25  Apr  (L.P.B.O.)  provided  a record-high 


count  for  the  area.  Much  earlier,  Red-necked 
Grebes  began  returning  to  s.  Ontario  in  Feb 
and  early  Mar,  confronted  with  harsh  condi- 
tions and  extensive  ice.  For  example,  one 
early  individual  foraged  in  a small  open 
stretch  of  Junction  Cr.  near  Lively,  Sudbury  7- 
21  Mar  (JL),  and  an  unfortunate  bird  found 
newly  dead  on  a frozen  L.  of  Two  Rivers  in 
Algonquin  PR,  Nipissing  19  Mar  was  the  ear- 
liest ever  recorded  in  the  park  (BSt,  RS).  Later 
in  the  season,  Red-necked  Grebes  were  seen 
in  good  numbers,  with  a high  count  of  1028 
at  the  Leslie  Street  Spit,  Toronto  19  Apr  (GC); 
up  to  3 were  in  the  Pelee  area  during  May  (m. 
ob.),  and  at  least  one  pair  was  again  seen  nest- 
ing at  Bronte  Harbour,  Halton  during  early 
May  (GE).  A single  Eared  Grebe  kept  com- 
pany with  a female  Ruddy  Duck  in  the  Rainy 
River  sewage  ponds  29-31  May  (SH  et  ah). 

An  ad.  Northern  Gannet  was  seen  flying 
past  P E.  Pt.  10  Apr  (JHE),  and  2 ad.  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  soared  from  the  Tip  of 
Pelee  to  the  park’s  visitor  center  23  May 
(WJC  et  ah).  S.  Ontario  hosted  good  numbers 
of  Great  Egrets  during  the  period,  the  earliest 
arriving  24  Mar  at  Hamilton  Harbour  (FH). 
To  the  n.,  Rainy  River  had  its  3rd  ever  Great 
Egret,  at  Atikokan  9 Apr  (m.  ob.).  Other  sin- 
gle birds  were  on  St.  Joseph  h,  Algoma  18-27 
Apr  (KM)  and  at  Thunder  Bay  27  Apr  (MT). 
Single  Snowy  Egrets  appeared  in  May,  includ- 
ing birds  at  Carp,  Ottawa  3 May  (RH),  at  the 
Tip  of  Pelee  9 May  (JRC,  RZD),  at  Horseshoe 
Bay,  Bruce  20-23  May  (FJ,  m.  ob.),  and  on 
Amherst  1.  21-27  May  (TM  et  ah).  An  ad.  Lit- 
tle Blue  Heron  was  s.  of  Sparrow  Field,  Pelee 
13  May  (DJM  et  ah),  and  up  to  3 Cattle  Egrets 
were  in  the  Pelee  area,  with  one  at  Gore  Hill 
26-27  Apr  (TP  et  ah)  and  2 w.  of  Wheatley 
Harbour  2-3  May  (DJW  et  ah).  A Glossy  Ibis 
was  seen  in  a small  marsh  in  Ottawa  17  May 
(MA),  but  the  only  other  reported  ibis  of  the 
spring  was  one  at  Pelee,  initially  seen  flying 
into  Sanctuary  Pond  4 May  (AW);  the  bird 
was  refound  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Essex  5 May 
and  identified  as  an  ad.  White-faced  Ibis  (m. 
ob.). 

Two  pairs  of  frontalis  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  were  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Essex 
23  May  (DJW  et  ah),  and  an  ad.  was  in  a farm 
field  near  Ottawa  21  Apr  (BB,  CL).  Up  to  6 
Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  in  s.  Ontario  this 
spring:  an  ad.  was  near  Navan,  Ottawa  26  Mar 
(RB),  another  was  at  Coyote  Pond  in 
Markham,  York  1 Apr  (SL),  2 ads.  were  at 
Bourget,  Prescott  and  Russell  12  Apr  (BB,CL, 
PM,  BS),  and  another  2 were  at  the  Townsend 
s.  h,  Haldimand  12  Apr  (SB,  NM).  A Barnacle 
Goose  of  unknown  provenance  was  pho- 
tographed in  farm  fields  near  Ottawa  20-21 
Apr  (RP),  and  an  unbanded  imm.  Trumpeter 
Swan  was  n.  of  North  Russell.  Prescott  and 
Russell  23-27  Apr  (JM,  m.  ob.);  a tagged 
Trumpeter  Swan,  which  had  wintered  in 
nearby  Lake  of  Bays,  returned  to  Little  Joe  L., 
Algonquin  P.P.  1 May  (m.  ob.).  There  was  a 
peak  count  of  over  10,000  Tundra  Swans  at 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 
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Port  Rowan,  Norfolk  21  Mar  (L.P.B.O.),  and 
one  photographed  at  Brule  L.  10-17  May  (KC 
et  al.)  was  very  rare  for  Algonquin  P.P  Single 
male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  at  Port  Royal, 
Norfolk  from  23  Mar  to  mid-May  (DT  et  al.) 
and  at  Presqu’ile  PR,  Northumberland  27  Mar 
(FHe,  m.  ob.).  Additionally,  single  hybrid 
Eurasian  x American  Wigeons  were  at  Hill- 
man Marsh,  Essex  29  Mar-1  May  (DJW,  m. 
ob.)  and  at  Port  Royal  12  Apr  (RR). 

This  spring,  other  hybrid  ducks  were 
at  Hillman  Marsh,  including  a male 
American  Wigeon  x Mallard  29  Mar 
(DJW),  a male  Mallard  x Northern 
Pintail  12  Apr  (AW),  and  a male  Blue- 
winged Teal  x Northern  Shoveler  29 
Apr  (AW).  Manitoulin  I.’s  2nd  record 
of  Cinnamon  Teal  was  furnished  by  2 
near  Evansville  25  Apr  (DB,  LB);  a 
male  was  at  Chippewa,  Thunder  Bay 
15  May  (BMo). 

An  ad.  male  Tufted  Duck  was  at 
Shirleys  Bay,  Ottawa  30  Apr-7  May 
(HT,  m.  ob.),  the  first  for  the  Ottawa 
Valley.  The  ad.  male  King  Eider  on  L. 

Ontario  off  Stoney  Cr.  remained  until 
11  Mar  (m.  ob.),  and  an  imm.  male 
was  in  the  same  area  2-28  Mar  (AG, 
m.  ob.).  A female  Common  Eider  at 
the  Tip  of  Pelee  10  May  (KAM  et  al.)  and  19 
May  (GTH  et  al.)  supplied  Pelee  with  its  2nd 
spring  record.  Pelee’s  2nd  spring  Harlequin 
Duck  record,  an  ad.  male,  was  at  the  Tip  18 
Apr  (JS  et  al.).  The  overwintering  female  Har- 
lequin Duck  at  Remic  Rapids,  Ottawa 
remained  until  at  least  21  Apr  (m.  ob.).  The 
rapids  also  hosted  at  least  one  male  and  one 
female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  during  the  winter 
and  early  spring,  with  courtship  behavior  seen 
on  15  Apr  (m.  ob.).  Other  Barrows  Gold- 
eneyes included  a male  off  Bronte,  Halton  9- 
11  Mar  (BC,  m.  ob.),  another  male  at  Rideau 
Ferry,  Lanark  26-31  Mar  (EL),  and  a pair  at 
Wolsey  L.  on  Manitoulin  I.  12-13  Apr  (Jl,  CB 
et  al).  Provincially  rare  as  breeders,  two 
courting  pairs  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at  the  Rainy 
River  s.  1.  30  May  (m.  ob.)  were  also  rare  for 
the  District. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  first  Mississippi  Kite  for  e.  Ontario  was 
an  ad.  bird  seen  flying  over  Ottawa  1 May 
(MG);  Pelee  had  an  ad.  on  6 May  (CE,  WL, 
DRD,  FM  et  al.)  and  an  imm.  13  May  (FP, 
BMD,  KAM  et  al),  while  Rondeau  P.P.,  Kent 
had  an  ad.  13  May  (SM ,JF  et  al.)  and  a subad. 
25  May  (BAM,  SC,  KJB,  JB).  An  imm.  Missis- 
sippi Kite  at  Grimsby,  Niagara  14  May  (GM) 
provided  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch 
with  its  2nd  record.  Although  park  natural- 
ists had  long  suspected  Bald  Eagles  were  nest- 
ing in  Algonquin  PR,  the  first  proof  of  breed- 
ing in  the  park  was  supplied  by  park  staff 
who  photographed  a pair  nest-building  near 
Dickson  L.  30  Apr  (m.  ob.).  A rare  Krider’s 
Red-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  at  Grimsby  13  Apr 


(N.RHJ,  and  a Rough-legged  Hawk  lingered 
late  on  Amherst  1.  25  May  (m.  ob.).  An  imm. 
Golden  Eagle  flew  over  West  Beach  6 May 
(RZD),  and  a white-morph  Gyrfalcon  was 
reported  at  Grimsby  11  Mar  ( fide  BM). 

It  was  a good  spring  for  people  wishing  to 
hear  Yellow  Rails  in  s.  Ontario.  Up  to  6 were 
at  the  Wylie  Road  marsh,  Kawartha  Lakes 
during  May  (m.  ob.),  and  single  birds  were 


Rare  in  Ontario  at  any  season,  this  Little  Blue  Heron  was  south  of  Sparrow 
Field,  Point  Pelee  13  May  2003.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


heard  at  Presqu’ile  RP  10-24  May  (FHe,  m. 
ob.)  and  at  Rondeau  RR  25  May  (KJB).  A very 
early  Sora  was  reported  from  near  Port  Bruce, 
Elgin  24  Mar  (RK,  fide  DAM).  Amazingly, 
Pelee’s  first  Common  Moorhen  in  almost 
three  years  was  a bird  at  Pelee  Marsh  27-30 
Apr  (JBa,  RM,  SMa  et  al.).  The  Black-bellied 
Plover  at  Hillman  Marsh  on  11  Apr  was 
record  early  for  the  Pelee  area  (AW).  Perhaps 
the  last  Piping  Plover  in  Ontario,  a banded 
individual  was  seen  at  the  se.  corner  of  Lake- 
of-the-Woods  31  May  (m.  ob.).  A Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  was  record  early  at  Pelee,  present  in 
the  Onion  Fields  19-22  Mar  (AW)  at  the 
beginning  of  a warm  spell.  S.  Ontario  enjoyed 
a fruitful  spring  for  Willets,  with  birds 
appearing  on  the  shores  of  both  L.  Erie  and  L. 
Ontario.  The  38  at  Fish  Pt.  4 May  (RT)  were 
record  high  for  Pelee  L,  and  they  may  have 
been  the  ones  located  at  Hillman  Marsh  the 
next  day  (AW  et  al.).  In  total,  approximately 
76  individuals  were  seen  at  Pelee  this  spring. 
Elsewhere,  17  Willets  were  at  Turkey  Pt., 
Norfolk  5 May  (RC,  GS),  2 were  at  Presqu'ile 
RR  6 May  (m.  ob.),  and  6 were  at  LaSalle  Park 
in  Burlington  on  the  same  day  (KN).  Two 
record-early  Whimbrels  were  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Point  27  Apr  (CF  et  al).  Marbled  God- 
wits  appeared  at  Hillman  Marsh  during  May, 
with  one  1 May  (JBa,  FJU  et  al.),  5 on  15  May 
(GA),  and  one  23  May  (m.  ob.);  Hurkett, 
Thunder  Bay  hosted  another  27  May  (NGE). 
Manitoulin  I.  had  a Western  Sandpiper  at  the 
Mississagi  Lighthouse  24  May  (CB).  Very  rare 
in  spring  in  the  Pelee  area,  5 Stilt  Sandpipers 
at  Wheatley  P.P.,  Kent  12  May  (AW,  CHG  et 
al.)  represented  the  area’s  highest  ever  spring 


count.  Pelce’s  12th  Ruff  was  an  orange  ad. 
male  at  Wheatley  P.P.  7-13  May  (GTH  et  al.). 
Another  orange  male  was  at  Embrun  s.  1., 
Prescott  and  Russell  10-13  May  (ET,  m.  ob.). 
The  bitterly  cold  and  frozen  conditions  seen 
in  early  Apr  caused  many  migrant  Wilson’s 
Snipe  and  American  Woodcocks  to  be  seen 
desperately  foraging  in  roadside  ditches  and 
backyards;  stories  of  dead,  frozen  birds  were 
widespread.  Later  in  the  spring,  the  200+ 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  the  Rainy  River  s.  1.  30 
May  was  a good  count  (m.  ob.). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Cootes  Paradise,  Hamilton  had  a Parasitic 
Jaeger  4 May  (RV),  and  another  was  at 
T.C.B.O.  in  late  May  (T.C.B.O.).  Single 
Laughing  Gulls  were  at  Newcastle  Harbour, 
Durham  19-26  May  (EA,  MJCB,  m.  ob.),  at 
Wheatley  Harbour  20  May  (GTH),  at  the  Tip 
of  Pelee  20-21  May  (BLM,  TAH  et  al),  and  at 
West  Bay,  Manitoulin  I.  27  May  (RCa,  ph.).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  the  B.S.C.  Headquar- 
ters in  Port  Rowan,  Norfolk  6 May  (DT  et  al). 
Numbers  of  Little  Gulls  swelled  at  Oshawa 
Second  Marsh  during  Apr,  peaking  at  116  on 
3 May  (TH,  RJ),  and  an  ad.  Black-headed  Gull 
was  at  Wheatley  Harbour  3 1 Mar-6  Apr  (AW 
et  al.).  The  earliest-ever  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  to 
return  to  the  Ottawa  area  were  the  14  found 
to  the  e.  of  the  city  29  Mar.  Several  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  a number  of  typi- 
cal locations  in  s.  Ontario,  but  Thunder  Bay 
had  its  first  ever  with  an  ad.  at  Mission  !.  5 
May  (BMo).  A Caspian  Tern  at  Big  Creek 
N.W.A.,  Norfolk  29  Mar  was  record  early  for 
the  Long  Pt.  area  (PR).  An  Arctic  Tern  was  at 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh  25  May  (TH  et  al.), 
and  2 others  were  identified  at  Long  Pt.  RP.  31 
May  (BJ,JH,  CERRet  al). 

Three  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  in  s. 
Ontario  during  the  spring.  One  was  found  at 
Marysville,  Hastings  5 May  (BR)  and  stayed  to 
at  least  31  May,  exhibiting  nest-building 
behavior  (m.  ob.).  Others  were  at  Rondeau 
PP.  8-24  May  (AW,  nr.  ob.)  and  at  Pelee  13 
May,  the  areas  2nd  record  (BMD  et  al).  A 
White-winged  Dove  was  at  Presqu’ile  P.P. 
15-17  May,  the  first  for  Northumberland 
(WG,  nr.  ob.).  Amherst  I.  had  a late  Snowy 
Owl  6 May  (VPM),  and  a Great  Gray  Owl  was 
at  Newburgh,  Lennox  and  Addington  2 Mar 
(SCo).  Long  Pt.  had  up  to  3 Chuck-will’s- 
widows,  including  2 early  singles  at  the  Tip 
(CF  et  al.)  and  at  Long  Pt.  PP.  1 May  (TW, 
DL,  RR,  SW),  and  one  at  the  Tip  28  May  (CF 
et  al.);  another  was  at  LaSalle,  Essex  15  May 
(PDP).  The  first  Belted  Kingfisher  to  over- 
winter successfully  in  Algonquin  P.P  survived 
until  at  least  22  Mar,  at  Tea  L.  Dam  (CBo).  A 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  was  record  early  13 
Apr  at  Wheatley  Harbour  (PDC).  Oak  Grove 
Camp  on  the  Rainy  R.  had  a calling  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker  29  May  (RT),  which  may 
have  been  the  same  bird  as  in  2002.  Although 
Pileated  Woodpeckers  are  not  rare  in  much  of 
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Ontario,  they  are  seldom  seen  in  sparsely- 
treed  Essex.  The  individual  seen  at  Pelee  4 
May  (MWPR,  SER,  WAM)  was  the  first 
record  there  since  1963.  Holiday  Beach,  Essex 
hosted  probably  the  same  bird  15  May  (1C, 
MAB  et  al.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  MEADOWLARKS 

Early  flycatchers  at  Pelee  included  2 different 
Acadian  Flycatchers  3 May  (DJM,  DAM  et  al.) 
and  a Willow  Flycatcher  6 May  (FJU).  The 
512  Least  Flycatchers  at  Pelee  16  May  were 
individually  counted  and  represent  an  all- 
time  record  count  for  the  area  (FJU).  Many 
Eastern  Phoebes  succumbed  to  the  harsh 
conditions  during  early  Apr,  with  some  areas 
reporting  fewer  breeding  birds  than  normal. 
A Say’s  Phoebe  was  near  Silver  Water,  Mani- 
touliti  1.  12  May  (DB).  A well-described  imm. 
male  Vermilion  Flycatcher  was  reported 
from  a farm  near  Cayuga,  Haldimand  19  Apr 
(JD)  but  disappeared  before  others  could  see 
it.  A Black-billed  Magpie  was  at  Guelph, 
Wellington  18  Mar,  but  its  provenance  is 
uncertain  (SM).  A Fish  Crow  was  seen  feed- 
ing with  a second-year  Bald  Eagle  at  the 
entrance  to  Pelee  12  May  (GC),  and  Rondeau 
P.P  had  another  14  May  (AW,  SD,  BK). 

The  first  returning  Tree  Swallows  were 
early,  at  Mayfield,  Peel  16  Mar  (AP,  DD)  and 
at  Hamilton  Harbour  17  Mar  (RZD);  the  238 
in  the  Pelee  area  29  Mar  (STP,  AW)  provided 
a record-high  count  for  Mar.  Additional  early 
swallows  included  a Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  29  Mar  at  the  Tip  of  Pelee  (AW),  a 
Cliff  Swallow  at  Pelee  24  Mar  (AW),  and  a 
Barn  Swallow  near  Jarvis,  Haldimand  16  Mar 
(SMi).  Exceptionally  late  for  a spring 
migrant,  a Brown  Creeper  was  at  Pelee  25 
May  (SS).  A surprise  shipmate  was  a Moun- 
tain Bluebird,  which  landed  on  a fishing  boat 
near  St.  Ignace  1.  in  L.  Superior  23  May  (PP). 
The  male  Varied  Thrush  at  Prinyer’s  Cove, 
Prince  Edward  remained  until  15  Apr  (TS). 
Another  Varied  Thrush  was  in  Scarborough, 
Toronto  11-14  Apr  but  may  have  been  there 
for  up  to  three  weeks  previously  (CH,  m. 
ob.).  Locally  rare,  a Northern  Mockingbird 
visited  a feeder  in  Whitney,  Nipissing  during 
early  Mar  (JBo,  KB). 

A male  Virginia’s  Warbler  was  seen  at  Port 
Lambton,  Lambton  14  May  (BAM)  but  could 
not  be  relocated.  A male  Townsend’s  Warbler 
was  at  Nolalu,  Thunder  Bay  21  May  (FN,  EK), 
and  a young  female  Hermit  Warbler  was  at 
Pelee  7 May  (KK  et  al.)  for  the  area’s  3rd 
record;  interestingly,  a second-year  female 
Hermit  Warbler  was  banded  at  the  Bruce 
Peninsula  Bird  Observatory  at  Cabot  Head  13 
May  (EM).  A Kirtland’s  Warbler  was  at  Break- 
water 15  May  (HR,  MB)  for  Long  Pt.’s  2nd 
record;  another  was  at  Pelee  17  May  (ER,  MR 
et  al.).  Away  from  sw.  Ontario,  single  Worm- 
eating  Warblers  were  near  Glencoe,  Middlesex 
22  Apr  (DAM,  LW)  and  at  P.  E.  Pt.  20  May 
(KE).  The  first  Kentucky  Warbler  for  n. 


Ontario  was  one  banded  at  T.C.B.O.  29  May 
(T.C.B.O.).  Record  early  were  a Mourning 
Warbler  at  Pelee  5 May  (JDL)  and  a Hooded 
Warbler  there  9 Apr  (AW).  Up  to  18  Summer 
Tanagers  were  seen  30  Apr-23  May,  with 
most  occurring  at  Pelee,  but  with  several  at 
each  of  Long  Pt.  and  Pelee  1.  (m.  ob.). 


Continuing  its  decade-long  expansion,  White-faced  Ibis  was 
reported  well  out  of  range  in  many  places  this  spring.  This  bird 
was  found  4 May  2003  but  first  identified  as  a White-faced  at 
Sturgeon  Creek,  Ontario  5 May.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 

The  Spotted  Towhee  in  North  Dumfries, 
Waterloo  survived  the  winter  and  lingered 
into  Apr  (WW).  An  apparent  hybrid  Chip- 
ping Sparrow  x Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at 
Rondeau  P.P  3-5  May  (AW  et  al.).  A male 
Brewer’s  Sparrow  was  captured,  banded,  and 
photographed  at  T.C.B.O.  27  May  (JW), 
which  is  likely  the  first  confirmed  record  for 
Ontario.  Single  Lark  Sparrows  were  reported 
from  six  locations  in  s.  Ontario,  e.  to  P.  E.  Pt. 
and  n.  to  Manitoulin  I.  (nr.  ob.).  Three 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  at  Pelee  between  16 
Apr  and  20  May  (nr.  ob.),  one  was  on  Pelee  1. 
9 May  (PJ,  JVD),  and  another  was  well  to  the 
n.  at  Nonquon  s.  1.,  Durham  17  May  (MJCB). 
Pelee  had  a Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  1 May  (MEC), 
and  one  was  at  Fish  Point,  Pelee  I.  4 May 
(JMc).  A Nelson’s  Sharp- tailed  Sparrow  was  at 
Pelee  15  May  (nr.  ob.).  The  freezing  condi- 
tions and  ice-covered  fields  in  Prince  Edward 
during  early  Apr  brought  many  birds  to  the 
grit-covered  road  shoulders.  At  Pt.  Petre, 
hundreds  of  sparrows  were  flocking  at  the 
road  edge  7 Apr,  including  31  Fox  Sparrows 
along  one  500-m  stretch  (MLH);  similarly 
high  concentrations  were  reported  from  the 
Lambton/Huron  shores  area,  providing  the 
area  with  its  biggest  and  most  distinct  move- 
ment of  these  birds  in  35  years  (fide  AHR). 
Record  early,  a Fox  Sparrow  was  at  the  Algo- 
nquin P.P.  Visitor  Center  1 Apr  (LPa),  while  a 
very  late  Fox  Sparrow  was  on  the  Leslie  Street 
Spit,  Toronto  25  May  (m.  ob.).  A Harris’s 


Sparrow  appeared  at  a feeder  in  Nipigon, 
Thunder  Bay  19  May  (SF),  and  a male 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  was  heard  singing 
at  Hurkett,  Thunder  Bay  on  the  same  day 
(GW,  m.  ob.).  Rondeau  EP  hosted  a female 
Blue  Grosbeak  12-19  May  (EP,  m.  ob.),  while 
Pelee  1.  had  single  males  12  & 19  May  (JWo; 
RTy).  E.  Ontario’s  first  Painted  Bunting  was  a 
male  videotaped  as  it  visited  a feeder  near 
Ashton,  Lanark  12-13  May  (JA,  PA);  an  imm. 
male  was  at  Breakwater,  Long  Pt.  18  May 
(HR,  KBu).  Single  Dickcissels  were  at  the  Tip 
of  Long  Pt.  1 May  (LPBO),  at  Pelee  15  May 
(D&DL),  and  at  Cobourg,  Northumberland  20 
May  (CEG).  Single  Western  Meadowlarks 
were  seen  at  the  Blenheim  s.  1.,  Chatham-Kent 
4 May  (SC)  and  in  Carnarvon  Township, 
Manitoulin  I.  26  May  (CW). 
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face): G.  Ackert,  J.  Akers,  P.  Akers,  E.  Allin, 
M.  Apse,  B.  Andrle,  D.  Bailey,  L.  Bailey, 
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per,  E.  Leblanc,  J.  Lemon,  C.  Lewis,  J.D. 
Lockrey,  S.  Long,  Long  Point  Bird  Observa- 
tory, W.  Luft,  B.  Mackenzie,  S.  Mackenzie 
(SMa),  V.R  Mackenzie,  R.  Mackintosh,  S. 
Mackintosh,  B.A.  Mann,  D.A.  Martin,  W.A. 
Martin,  J.  McAllister  (JMc),  J.  McCormick,  T. 
McGowan,  K.  Mcllwrick,  K.A.  McLaughlin, 

E.  Meleg,  G.  Meyers,  J.  Miles,  S.  Miles  (SMi), 

D. J.  Milsom,  P Mirsky,  B.  Moore  (BMo),  B.L. 
Morin,  E Morley,  N.  Murr,  K.  Newcombe, 
Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch,  E Nigro,  P. 
Paquette,  L.  Paul,  L.  Pauze  (LPa),  S.T.  Pike,  E 
Pinilla,  A.  Pinteric,  R.  Poulin,  P.D.  Pratt,  E. 
Pye,  E.  Rauckis,  M.  Rauckis,  P Read,  A.H. 
Rider,  R.  Ridout.  M.  Riggs  (MRi),  B.  Ripley, 
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R.  Tozer,  R.Tymstra  (RTy),  EJ.  Urie,  R.  Valen- 
tine, J.  Van  Dieen,  D.J.  Ware,  R.D.  Weir,  C. 
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Late,  cool,  and  wet  would  aptly 
describe  the  season,  with  winter-like 
weather  lasting  well  into  spring.  At 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  for  example,  Presque 
Isle  Bay  remained  essentially  ice-covered 
until  the  third  week  of  March.  Yet  some 
15,000  ducks  (mostly  scaup,  Canvasbacks, 
and  Common  Goldeneyes)  still  managed  to 
squeeze  into  a small  area  of  ice-free  water  at 
the  head  of  the  bay  during  that  early  period. 
Much  the  same  was  true  elsewhere  along 
the  Lake  Erie  shore  and  on  many  of  the 
larger  rivers  and  inland  reservoirs  of  the 
Region. 

There  was,  as  usual,  a scattering  of  very 
early  arrival  dates  for  a few  species  of 
Neotropical  migrants,  but  arrival  and  peak 
migration  dates  for  passerines  in  general  (as 
observed  by  the  banders  at  Powdermill 
Nature  Reserve,  in  southwestern  Pennsylva- 
nia) were  about  five  days  later  than  the 
average  of  the  last  40  years.  Weather-related 
fallouts,  particularly  of  flycatchers  and  war- 
blers, combined  with  a later-than-usual  leaf- 
out  of  deciduous  trees,  certainly  gave  the 
impression  of  a good  landbird  flight-an 
impression  also  confirmed  at  Powdermill, 
where  among  the  105  species  banded,  69 
were  in  numbers  within  one  standard  devi- 
ation of  their  long-term  average,  32  were 
less  than  one  standard  deviation  above  aver- 
age, and  just  four  were  banded  in  numbers 
one  standard  deviation  below  average 
(details  at:  <www.westol.com/~banding>). 

Abbreviations:  B.S.B.O.  (Black  Swamp  Bird 
Observatory,  Ottawa , OH),  O.N.W.R. 
(Ottawa  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Ottawa/Lucas,  OH);  P.l.S.P  (Presque  Isle 
State  Park,  Erie,  PA);  P.N.R.  (Powdermill 
Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland,  PA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Always  a good  find  away  from  the  Regions 
larger  lakes  and  reservoirs,  a late  Red- 
throated  Loon  was  on  L.  Somerset,  Somer- 
set, PA  12  May  (LP),  and  one  or  2 lingered 
at  Peace  Valley  L.  and  at  Nockanrixon  S.P., 
Bucks,  PA  through  28  May  (AM,  m.  ob.).  A 
count  of  611  Common  Loons  passing  by 
Lakeshore  Reservation,  Lake,  OH  5 Apr  far 
exceeded  any  previous  spring  report  for  the 
state  (JPo).  The  122  Horned  Grebes  listed  at 
Pymatuning  L.,  PA  on  26  Mar  represented  a 
good  count  for  that  area  (RFL),  and,  during 
a heavy  fallout,  500  were  found  along  the 
Susquehanna  R.  between  W.  Fairview  and 
Marysville,  PA  30  Mar  (DH).  Apparently  in 
response  to  a substantial  freeze-over  of  the 
Great  Lakes,  Red-necked  Grebes  were  found 
in  unprecedented  numbers  nearly  through- 
out the  Region.  In  Ohio,  about  200  birds 
were  reported  from  some  40  counties  (fide 
RH),  including  a high  count  of  61  at  East- 
lake  Point  Park  e.  of  Cleveland  13  Mar  (LR). 
A compilation  of  Pennsylvania  sightings  put 


together  by  Deuane  Hoffman  (mostly  from 
the  PABIRDS  Internet  site)  totaled  911  Red- 
necked Grebes  for  the  state,  with  records 
from  56  counties.  Among  six  reports  of 
Eared  Grebe  in  Ohio  were  those  of  late  indi- 
viduals seen  off  Kelley’s  I.,  Erie  15  May 
(LR),  and  at  Funk  Bottoms  W.A.,  Wayne  14- 
lb  May  (E.  Schlabach). 

Reported  from  at  least  a dozen  sites  scat- 
tered about  the  state,  American  White  Peli- 
cans invaded  Ohio  in  record  numbers  ( fide 
RH).  The  first  bird  appeared  at  Buck  Creek 
S.P.,  Warren,  OH  15  Mar;  the  maximum 
count  at  any  one  site  was  7 on  L.  Erie,  off 
Erie  28  Apr  (S.  Wright);  and  the  last  report 
was  of  2 at  O.N.W.R.  26  May.  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  peaked  at  2411  off 
Lakeshore  Res.,  OH  20  Apr  (JPo);  inland, 
251  put  down  on  L.  Author,  Butler,  PA  8 
Apr  (SK).  On  the  lower  Delaware  R.,  PA, 
Great  Cormorants  peaked  at  a now-normal 
25-30  on  11  Mar  (DF).  An  Anhinga  was 
well  studied  near  Turbotville,  Northumber- 
land, PA  27  Apr  (DH,  AMc),  another  passed 
over  the  N.  Lookout  at  Hawk  Mt.  Sanctuary, 
Berks,  PA  the  same  day  (K.  McCarty),  and 
one  was  at  Reading  28  Apr  (P.  Saenger). 

Perhaps  reversing  the  downward  trend  of 
recent  decades,  migrating  American  and 
Least  Bitterns  were  a bit  more  common  and 
widely  reported  than  we  have  come  to 


Robert  C,  Leberman 

Powdermill  Nature  Reserve 
Carnegie  Museum  of  Natural  History 
HC64,  Box  453 

Rector,  Pennsylvania  15677-9605 
(rcleberm@charterpa.net) 

expect.  The  first  Great  Egret  of  the  season 
had  returned  to  Wade  1.  in  the  Susquehanna 
R.  near  Harrisburg  15  Mar  (S.  Lockerman), 
where  there  were  193  nests  later  in  the  sea- 
son (fide  DH),  up  from  166  nests  in  2002.  A 
Tricolored  Heron  was  a rare  find  at  Newell’s 
Run,  Washington,  OH  24  Mar  (L.  Beard- 
more,  JE).  In  the  Pennsylvania  mountains, 
single  Cattle  Egrets  were  unexpected  finds 
at  Penn  Run,  Indiana  13  May  (MH),  and 
Coudersport,  Potter  15  May  (D.  Hauber);  a 
high  count  of  23  was  made  at  Sandusky, 
Erie,  OH  12  May  (K.  Mock),  near  Ohio’s 
only  known  breeding  colony.  A rather  early 
Glossy  Ibis  that  had  returned  to  the  lower 
Susquehanna  R.  Valley  by  31  Mar  (D.  Snell, 
R.  Reeder)  was  the  first  of  many  spring 
sightings  there  (DH),  and  7 Plegadis  ibis 
(presumably  Glossy)  were  seen  flying  near 
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the  Penn-Warner  Tract,  Bucks , PA  6 Apr  (M. 
Sharp).  A White-faced  Ibis  was  confirmed 
at  Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky,  OH 
18-19  May  (GL),  for  one  of  the  few  state 
records. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A total  of  10  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
was  reported  from  Ohio, 
including  5 at  Camp  Denni- 
son, Hamilton  1 Mar  (S. 

Corbo);  the  only  Pennsylva- 
nia sighting  was  of  2 at 
Nockamixon  S.R  12-15  Mar 
(BE).  The  Snow  Goose 
flight  was  heavy  in  se.  Penn- 
sylvania, where  75,000  were 
estimated  at  Middle  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Lancaster  14  Mar 
and  80,000  passed  through 
the  L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks 
area  22-23  Mar  (RK).  A 
Ross’s  Goose  on  the  New  R. 
at  Hinton,  Summers,  WV  8- 
10  Mar  was  exceptional  for 
that  area  (JPh);  several  were 
seen  in  se.  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  was  at  Mercer,  PA 
in  the  nw.  part  of  the  state 
22-23  Mar  (NT).  In  Ohio,  a 
Ross’s  was  at  L.  Rockwell, 

Portage  18-25  Mar  (LR), 
and  2 visited  Hueston 
Woods  S.R,  Preble/Butler  7-9  Mar  (DR,  J. 
Stenger).  The  provenance  of  a Whooper 
Swan  documented  at  Hebron  Fish  Hatchery, 
Licking,  OH  16  Apr  (ph.  C.  Dusthimer)  is 
uncertain  as  of  press  time  (fide  RH).  Better 
counts  of  Tundra  Swans,  in  a rather  lacklus- 
ter flight,  included  350  at  Pymatuning  L., 
PA  12  Apr  (RFL)  and  483  in  Lake,  OH  12 
Mar  (JPo). 

A productive  waterfowl  census  at 
O.N.W.R.  on  6 Apr  included  335  Gadwall, 
202  Northern  Shovelers,  and  493  Green- 
winged Teal  (EP).  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
birders  each  reported  3 Eurasian  Wigeons  at 
widely  separated  sites.  High  counts  of 
American  Wigeons  included  800  in  Ottawa, 
OH  28  Mar  and  800  in  adjacent  Lucas  1 Apr 
(VF).  A female  Harlequin  Duck  obligingly 
lingered  at  Eastlake  Point  Park,  OH  2-15 
Mar  (CH,  nr.  ob.).  Surf  Scoters,  although  in 
small  numbers,  were  well  distributed;  the 
maximum  count  was  7 on  the  Susquehanna 
R.  at  Marysville  29  Mar  (DH),  and  4 late 
birds  were  at  PI. S.P.  7 May  (BC).  White- 
winged Scoters  were  in  better-than-average 
numbers  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  with  a 
high  of  6 seen  at  L.  Ontelaunee,  PA  17  May 
(KK);  one  was  unusual  at  Neale  I.,  Wood, 
WV  2 Mar  (JE).  There  were  few  significant 
fallouts  of  Long-tailed  ducks  in  Ohio;  in 
Pennsylvania,  however,  168  put  down  on 
Keystone  Res.,  Armstrong  26  Mar  (MH),  and 


150  were  on  the  Susquehanna  R.  near  Har- 
risburg 29  Mar  (DH).  Other  good  Harris- 
burg waterfowl  counts  were  of  1200  Buffle- 
heads  and  1500  Red-breasted  Mergansers 
29  Mar  (DH).  One  thousand  Common  Mer- 
gansers graced  Nockamixon  S.P,  PA  21  Mar 
(BE). 

Good  spring  Osprey  counts  at  Pennsyl- 


This Slate-colored  Junto  showed  op  at  a feeder  in  Yardley,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  10  March  2003 
(here).  A small  percentage  of  Slate-colored  Juntos  can  shew  distinct  white  wingbars  similar  to  those  in 
the  race  aikeni  (White-winged  Junto).  Such  birds  can  be  identified  as  Slate-colored  by  their  smaller  size, 
darker  gray  coloration,  especially  on  the  throat,  and  less  white  in  the  tail.  Photograph  by  Rick  Mellon. 


vania  hawkwatch  stations  included  137 
birds  at  Rose  Tree  Park,  Media,  PA,  135  at 
Tussey  Mt.,  Bedford,  and  132  at  Allegheny 
Front,  Somerset/Bedford.  An  ad.  Mississippi 
Kite  wandered  n.  to  Bern  Twp.,  Berks,  PA 
28  Apr  0-  Silagy),  and  an  imm.  was  near  L. 
Ontelaunee  17  May  (KK).  Bald  Eagle  num- 
bers continue  to  increase  across  the  Region, 
topped  by  16  birds  visible  at  one  time  at 
Metzger  Marsh  W.A.,  Lucas,  OH  1 Apr 
(VF).  In  an  exceptional  flight,  97  Red- 
shouldered and  215  Red- tailed  Hawks  were 
listed  at  Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  OH  16  Mar  (VF). 
Early  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  in  Sum- 
mers, WV  1 Apr  (JPh)  and  at  P.N.R.  3 Apr 
(ML).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  spotted  at 
Tussey  Mt.  hawkwatch  20  Apr  (ML)  estab- 
lished what  was  apparently  just  the  3rd 
Pennsylvania  spring  record.  The  199 
Golden  Eagles  that  passed  Tussey  Mt.,  PA 
(32  of  them  on  16  Mar  alone)  established  a 
record  spring  total  for  an  e.  U.S.  hawk- 
watch ( fide  GG);  in  yet  another  exceptional 
spring  count,  124  Golden  Eagles  passed  by 
Allegheny  Front. 

SH0RERIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Although  mudflats  were  scarce  at  many 
traditional  stopover  sites  for  shorebirds, 
muddy  or  flooded  farm  fields  offered  a 
suitable  alternative  habitat  for  many 
Charadriiformes,  e.g.  the  115  Black-bellied 


Plovers  that  found  a Lucas,  OH  field  17 
May  (DR).  High  counts  of  American 
Golden-Plovers,  along  their  w.  Ohio  migra- 
tion corridor,  included  560  in  Wood  24  Apr 
(CA)  and  360  in  Lucas  9 May  (DO).  Two 
Piping  Plovers  at  Magee  Marsh  W.A.  3 May 
(ph.  C.  Vest)  provided  the  season’s  only 
sighting,  as  did  2 American  Avocets  at 
Pawing  Res.,  Pawing,  OH  29 
Apr  (D.  & M.  Dunakin).  A 
very  early  Greater  Yellowlegs 
was  along  the  Little  Miami  R., 
Hamilton,  OH  3 Mar  (S. 
Hedeen).  A 10  May  count  of  51 
Solitary  Sandpipers  was  excep- 
tional at  Haldeman  I.,  Dauphin, 
PA  (S.  Bills).  Eleven  Whim- 
brels  were  at  Lakeshore  Res., 
OH  26  May  (JPo);  the  only 
Pennsylvania  report  was  from 
the  Conejohela  Flats,  Lancaster 
25  May  (JB).  An  early  Ruddy 
Turnstone  appeared  at  PI. S.P. 
27-28  Apr  (BC),  and  a count  of 
4 was  exceptional  at  Pymatun- 
ing L.,  Andover,  OH  10  May 
(M.  Buckwalter).  The  2 Least 
Sandpipers  at  Buck  Creek  S.P, 
OH  1 Mar  possibly  had  win- 
tered (C.  Buechele),  and  an 
early  Least  was  in  Ottawa  28 
Mar  (VF).  Good  counts  of  Pec- 
toral Sandpipers  included  133 
in  a flooded  field  near  Shippensburg,  Cum- 
berland, PA  1 Apr  (DS),  and  a remarkable 
1100  along  the  Sandusky  R.  bottoms, 
Wyandot,  OH  11  Apr  ( fide  RH). 

Dunlin  peaked  at  O.N.W.R.  at  2097  on  28 
Apr  (SZ).  The  only  report  of  Stilt  Sandpiper 
was  of  2 at  Funk  Bottoms  W.A.  17  May  (SS, 
D.  Kline).  Rainy  weather  grounded  at  least 
237  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  various 
ponds  in  Berks,  PA  26  May  (RK),  and  21 
were  at  the  Penn-Warner  Tract,  Bucks  the 
same  day  (DF).  Another  weather-related 
fallout  was  of  92  Wilson’s  Snipe  at  Berlin, 
Somerset,  PA  26  Mar  (JPa).  Six  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  listed  from  Ohio  (fide  RH), 
and  in  an  unprecedented  flight  in  Bucks,  PA 
one  was  at  Penn-Warner  Tract  9 May  (DF), 
2 were  at  Churchville  Res.  17  May  (fide 
AM),  and  one  was  at  Peace  Valley  P.  28  May 
(AM). 

The  30,000  Laughing  Gulls  at  the  Penn- 
Warner  Tract  10  May  was  described  as 
“incredible”  for  a Pennsylvania  site  (AM);  in 
Ohio,  3 individual  birds  were  seen  at  L.  Erie 
between  5 Apr  and  18  May  (fide  RH).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  in  Auglaize,  OH  22  Apr 
(M.  Misplon),  while  one  at  Yellow  Creek 
S.P,  Indiana,  PA  provided  a 3rd  county 
record  (MH).  The  high  count  for  Iceland 
Gull  in  Ohio’s  L.  Erie  waters  was  of  8 at 
Cleveland  1 Mar  (JPo);  up  to  3 were  at 
PI. S.P  14-22  Mar  (JM),  and  a late  bird  was 
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there  11  May  (JM).  In  Bucks , PA,  where  they 
are  now  widespread,  the  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  count  peaked  at  72  at  Nock- 
amixon  S.P  19  Apr  (BE);  several  appeared  at 
various  sites  along  the  Pennsylvania/Ohio 
L.  Erie  shoreline,  and  inland  singles  were  at 
LaDue  Res,  Geauga,  OH  30  Mar  (LR)  and  L. 
Wilhelm,  Mercer,  PA  8 Apr  (NT).  An  imm. 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  L.  Somerset, 
Somerset,  PA  30  Mar  provided  a 3rd  county 
record  (JPa,  S.  Bastion).  An  imm.  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  at  Lakeshore  Res.,  OH  19 
Apr  (JPo)  provided  the  lone  report  of  the 
season. 

An  early  Caspian  Tern  was  at  Rocky  River 
City  Park,  Cuyahoga,  OH  27  Mar  (P. 
Lozano),  and  the  first  appeared  at  PI.S.P.  on 
the  28th  (JM).  An  Arctic  Tern  was  an  unex- 
pected rarity  at  the  Penn-Warner  Tract, 
Bucks,  PA  where  it  was  documented  26  May 
( fide  AM).  The  first  2 Forster’s  Terns 
appeared  at  Funk  Bottoms  W.A.,  OH  5 Apr 
(SS),  and  an  early  bird  was  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  R.,  Pittsburgh,  PA.  7 Apr  (C.  Tague); 
best  count  came  in  at  174  from  Conneaut, 
OH  12  May  (CH).  A Least  Tern  was  a rare 
find  at  Metzger  Marsh  W.A.,  OH  18  May  (M. 
Anderson),  and  continuing  the  trend  of 
recent  years,  one  was  at  the  Conejohela 
Flats,  Lancaster,  PA  26  May  (]B).  Perhaps 
the  larid  of  the  season,  however,  was  the 
Black  Skimmer  found  on  the  Conejohela 
Flats  31  May  OB.  m-  ob.),  one  of  few  state 
records. 

OWLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Undoubtedly  underreported  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, a Barn  Owl  was  seen  hunting  over 
Buffalo  Creek,  Somerset  22  Apr  (JPa); 
another  was  in  Tinicum  Twp.,  Bucks  10  May 
(DF).  Single  Long-eared  Owls  were  reported 
from  eight  Ohio  sites  and  from  at  least  as 
many  Pennsylvania  localities,  topped  by  2 at 
PI.S.P.  20-22  Mar  QM);  there  were  also 
eight  sightings  of  Short-eared  Owls  at 
Presque  Isle  16  Mar-21  Apr  (LM,  BC). 
Forty-five  Common  Nighthawks  were  listed 
in  Hamilton,  OH  18  May  0-  Brown),  but  the 
species  went  unreported  over  most  of  the 
Region.  The  first  Chuck-wiH’s-widows  had 
returned  to  their  Adams,  Ohio  stronghold 
by  20  Apr  (J.  Lehman);  6 were  there  13  May 
( fide  RH). 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers,  first  reported  10 
May  from  both  Bluestone  S.P.,  Summers, 
WV  (JPh)  and  P.N.R.  (M.  Wolff,  RM,  RCL), 
were  frequently  reported  from  across  the 
Region.  In  general,  the  Empidonax  fly- 
catcher migration  was  very  strong.  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  were  widely  noted;  at 
P.N.R.,  28  were  banded  11  May-6  Jun,  and 
20  were  netted  at  B.S.B.O.  20  May  (fide 
RH).  Timing  of  the  Willow  Flycatcher 
migration  in  the  Region  is  poorly  under- 
stood, but  one  at  Nockamixon  S.P.,  PA  30 


Apr  (BE)  seemed  early.  A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  delighted  birders  at 
Williamsport  Regional  Airport,  Lycoming, 
PA  8-9  May  (D.  Ferry,  m.  ob.).  A nesting 
pair  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes  was  in  Oliver 
Twp.,  Adams,  OH  13  May+  (P.  Whan),  and 
one  was  near  a former  nesting  site  at  Plain- 
field,  Cumberland,  PA  5 May  0-  Heller).  An 
early  Blue-headed  Vireo  was  in  Summers, 
WV  13  Mar  (JPh).  An  exceptional  flight  of 
881  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  and 
1092  Bank  Swallows  passed  Lakeshore 
Res.,  OH  11  May  (JPo). 

Up  to  6 Sedge  Wrens  were  at  the  Voice  of 
America  grasslands,  Butler,  OH  30  Apr+  (M. 
Busam),  and  one  was  at  Funk  Bottoms  W.A. 
17-30  May  ( fide  RH).  An  early  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  had  arrived  at  Yellow  Creek 
S.P,  PA  25  Mar  (MH),  and  a remarkable  126 
were  listed  at  Shawnee  S.F,  OH  15  Apr 
(RR) . In  one  of  few  significant  daytime  fall- 
outs, 51  Swainsons  Thrushes  were  banded 
at  B.S.B.O.  20  May  ( fide  RH).  A Townsend’s 
Solitaire  at  Shaker  Lakes  4-14  Mar  (L. 
Deininger,  J.  West,  m.  ob.)  represented  the 
6th  accepted  record  for  Ohio.  A Wood 
Thrush  at  Raccoon  Creek  S.P,  Beaver  18 
Apr  (E.  Richards)  was  early  for  w.  Pennsyl- 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FISMCHES 

An  early  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  spotted 
in  Summers,  WV  15  Apr  (JPh).  Twenty-three 
Golden-winged  Warblers  ( fide  RH)  were 
listed  for  Ohio,  including  3 at  Magee  Marsh 
W.A.  10  May.  An  early  Tennessee  Warbler 
was  at  Magee  Marsh  21  Apr  (VF),  and  15 
Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  banded  at 
B.S.B.O.  28  Apr+.  The  parulid  of  the  season, 
however,  was  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler  found 
at  Indiana,  PA  18  May  (MH,  C.  Cuba  et  al.) 
on  a Pennsylvania  Society  for  Ornithology 
outing!  A Prairie  Warbler  was  early  at 
Enlow  Fork,  Greene,  PA  3 Apr  (W.  Shaffer). 
An  early  Cerulean  Warbler  was  at  McDo- 
hough  W.A.,  Wood,  WV  18  Apr  (JE),  and 
good  numbers  were  reported  elsewhere  over 
much  of  the  Region,  including  59  at 
Shawnee  S.E,  OH  15  Apr  (RR).  The  11  male 
Prothonotary  Warblers  heard  singing  at 
Killbuck  W.A,  Wayne/Holmes,  OH  19  May 
represented  an  exceptional  count  (RR)  for 
the  Region.  A Swainson’s  Warbler  at 
Sewickley  Heights  9-16  May  was  a first  for 
Allegheny,  PA  (SK,  ph.  C.  Knoll,  m.  ob.). 
Among  the  more  unusual  reports  was  that 
of  an  Audubon’s  Warbler  from  Franklin, 
OH  4 May  (J.  McCormac).  Top  spring  band- 
ing totals  for  warblers  at  P.N.R.  (RCL,  RM) 
included  156  Magnolia  Warblers  (74  is 
long-term  average),  52  American  Redstarts, 
35  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  7 Northern 
Parulas,  and  2 Yellow  Palm  Warblers,  the 
latter  rare  in  Pennsylvania  w.  of  the 
Allegheny  Front. 


In  the  Pennsylvania  mountains,  single 
Summer  Tanagers  were  well  out  of  range  at 
P.N.R.  9 May  (ML)  and  at  Indiana  10  May  (J. 
Bearing).  A wintering  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
stayed  at  a Meadville,  PA  feeder  through  6 
Apr  (RFL),  and  there  was  what  R.  Harlan 
described  as  a “mini-invasion”  of  7 birds  in 
Ohio,  plus  at  least  as  many  in  Pennsylvania; 
in  West  Virginia,  a Clay-colored  returned  to 
a known  breeding  site  in  Canaan  Valley  for 
the  3rd  year  in  a row  (fide  GF).  A Lark  Spar- 
row was  a rare  and  unexpected  migrant  in 
Sandusky,  OH  27  Apr  (GL),  as  was  one  at 
PI.S.P.  25  May  (JM,  BC).  Another  rarity  was 
the  Harris’s  Sparrow  that  visited  a feeder  in 
Kennett  Square,  Chester,  PA  4 May  (S. 
Beach).  In  a massive  flight,  3613  Lapland 
Longspurs  (in  62  groups)  were  counted 
headed  sw.  along  the  Maumee  E.. 
Lucas/Wood,  OH  18  Mar  (CA);  e.  of  this  fly- 
way, a count  of  109  was  exceptional  at 
PI.S.P.  25  May  (BC). 

An  early  (or  wintering?)  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  in  Stark,  OH  26  Mar  (E. 
Sniverly),  and  one  at  Ligonier  19  Apr  was 
early  for  the  Pennsylvania  mountains  (R. 
Shaw).  An  apparent  hybrid  Rose-breasted  x 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  netted,  pho- 
tographed, and  released  unbanded  at  EN.R. 
2 May  (RM,  RCL).  An  Indigo  Bunting  that 
had  spent  part  of  the  winter  at  a feeding  sta- 
tion in  Miami  I its.  Hamilton,  OH  remained 
through  9 Mar  (N.  Keller).  A wintering 
Painted  Bunting  at  Lower  Makefield  Twp., 
Bucks,  PA  was  last  seen  22  Apr  (fide  AM).  A 
Baltimore  Oriole  at  Mt.  Jackson,  Lawrence, 
PA  15  Apr  was  early  (B.  Dean);  best  count 
was  of  164  orioles  passing  Lakeshore  Res. 
10  May  (JPo).  The  only  n.  finches  listed  by 
contributors  were  a few  widely  scattered 
Pine  Siskins,  plus  a single  Red  Crossbill  at 
Stony  Cr.  Valley,  Dauphin,  PA  27  Apr  (DH, 
AMc). 

Contributors  and  initialed  observers: 
Chuck  Anderson,  Carole  Babyak,  Jon  Beam, 
Ralph  Bell,  Ben  Coulter,  Jeanette  Esker,  Bill 
Etter,  Devin  Farbotnik,  Victor  Fazio,  Gary 
Felton,  Larry  Cara,  Ted  Grisez,  Greg  Grove, 
Robert  Harlan  (Ohio  coordinator: 
kiskadee96@  hotmail.com),  Paul  Hess, 
Margaret  Higbee;  David  Hochadel,  Deuane 
Hoffman  (DH),  Craig  Holt,  Rudy  Keller, 
Scott  Kinzey,  Katrina  Knight,  Mike  Lan- 
zone,  Robert  C.  Leberman  (RCL),  Ronald  E 
Leberman  (RFL),  Greg  Links,  Mark 
McConaughy,  Andy  McGann  (AMc),  Jerry 
McWilliams,  Linda  McWilliams,  August 
Mirabella  (AM),  Robert  Mulvihill,  Doug 
Overacker,  Jeff  Payne  (JPa),  Lauretta  Payne, 
Jim  Phillips  (JPh),  Ed  Pierce,  John  Pogacnik 
(JPo),  Larry  Rosche,  Robert  Royse,  David 
Russell,  Ed  Schlabach,  Richard  Shelling, 
Dan  Snell,  Su  Snyder,  Neil  Troyer,  LeRoy 
Yoder,  Sean  Zadar.  © 
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Kenneth  i.  Brock 

1265  Red  Bud  Drive 
Chesterton,  Indiana  46304 
(kj.brock@comcast.net) 
(kebrock@iun.edu) 


A cool  and  wet  spring  season  was  punc- 
tuated by  a few  warm  days — a fairly 
typical  pattern  for  the  Midwest.  May 
weather  proved  especially  frustrating  to  many 
birders,  as  the  airflow  was  dominated  by  east- 
erly winds,  which  foiled  those  anticipating 
spring  fallouts.  Most  correspondents  judged 
the  migration  to  be  somewhat  late  but  other- 
wise normal  or  even  better  than  the  norm. 
Perhaps  Doug  Stotz  most  aptly  captured  the 
sentiment  about  the  season  with  his  assess- 
ment that  “the  spring  was  above  average,  but 
in  a funny  way.” 

It  was  clearly  a spring  of  contrasts. 


Despite  the  lateness  of  the  flight,  there  was  a 
flurry  of  early  arrivals.  Additionally,  almost 
every  correspondent  lamented  the  dearth  of 
a few  species.  However,  others  often 
reported  unusually  high  counts  of  these 
same  birds,  clearly  illustrating  the  heteroge- 
neous nature  of  migration.  One  consistent 
theme  was  the  scarcity  of  several  Cathanis 
thrushes,  which  were  reported  in  low  num- 
bers across  the  Region. 

Indiana  observers  endeavored  to  learn 
more  about  spring  longshore  flights  on  Lake 
Michigan  by  regularly  manning  the  Indiana 
Dunes  State  Park  “Green  Tower.”  In  this 
effort,  the  Green  Tower — a large  water  tank 
atop  a tall  dune  that  provides  an  excellent 
vantage  point  with  both  lake  and  inland  vis- 
tas— became  a household  phrase  for  Hoosier 
birders. 

Abbreviations:  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  1L); 
I.B.S.P  (Illinois  Beach  S.P.,  Lake);  D.S.P. 
(Indiana  Dunes  S.P,  Porter  lakefront);  L. 
Cal.  (L.  Calumet,  s.  Chicago);  Chau.  (Chau- 
tauqua N.W.R.,  IL);  Jax.  P.  (Jackson  Park  on 
the  Chicago  lakefront);  Montrose  (Montrose 


Harbor,  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago,  Cook); 
T.N.C.K.S.  (The  Nature  Conservancy 
Kankakee  Sands  wetland,  Newton , IN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

An  unprecedented  26  Red-throated  Loons 
were  reported  on  the  Indiana  lakefront, 
including  a group  of  8 off  Beverly  Shores  21 
Apr  (BJG),  and  10  were  off  D.S.P.  4 May 
(BJG,  JKC,  JJM,  KJB).  On  the  Illinois  lake- 
front,  singles  were  reported  at  Montrose  3 & 
5 Apr  (GAW)  and  at  Highland  Park  21  Apr 
(DRD).  The  only  inland  Red-throated  was  at 
Stephen  Forbes  S.P,  IL  29  & 31  Mar  (TUM, 
KAM).  An  alternate-plumaged  Pacific  Loon 
was  discovered  at  Beverly  Shores  on  the 
evening  of  14  May  (BJG)  and  lingered  for 
two  days  (JJM,  ph.  MT,  RHe,  tKJB,  m.  ob.). 
It  was  an  unusually  good  spring  for  Red- 
necked Grebes,  with  7 in  Indiana  and  4 in 
Illinois.  All  occurred  as  singletons  except 
for  2 at  Brookville  Res.,  IN  19  Apr  (MK). 
Eared  Grebes  were  also  more  plentiful  than 
normal,  with  8 in  Illinois  and  2 in  Indiana. 
The  Midwest’s  American  White  Pelican  pop- 
ulation continues  to  prosper.  In  addition  to 
several  quadruple-  and  many  triple-digit  tal- 
lies in  the  Mississippi  R.  valley,  unprece- 
dented numbers  wandered  into  ne.  Illinois, 
with  500+  in  the  Palos  area  and  Orland  Park, 
Cook , IL  1 Apr  (WSS)  and  450-500  at  Will, 
IL  29  Mar  (CA).  In  nw.  Indiana,  a record 
count  was  established  8 Apr  when  52  were 
found  at  Willow  Slough  W.M.A.  (SD).  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants  performed  even  bet- 
ter: an  astronomical  count  of  17,000  came 
from  Rend  L.,  IL  7 Apr.  (KAM). 

It  was  an  encouraging  spring  for  Ameri- 
can Bitterns,  with  29  reported  in  Illinois  and 
9 in  Indiana.  In  contrast,  Least  Bitterns 
fared  poorly,  with  modest  reports  from  Indi- 
ana and  “poor  numbers”  in  Illinois  (KAM). 
The  peak  Snowy  Egret  tally  was  27  in  St. 
Clair,  IL  4 May  (FH),  and  3 wandered  into 
Indiana,  where  this  species  is  casual  in 
spring.  Single  Tricolored  Herons  were 
reported  at  L.  Monroe,  IN  10-11  May  (JD, 
tDRW,  ph.  SHv  et  al.)  and  at  Homer  L., 
Champaign,  IL  18  (Jason  Ebaugh,/ide  TAM; 
James  O.  Smith,  fide  EJC),  20,  & 21  May 
(ph.  TAM,  SDB).  By  far  the  seasons  largest 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  tally  consisted 
of  641  counted  during  an  evening  dispersal 
at  L.  Cal.  10  May  (WJM,  AK).  The  Region’s 
only  ibis  was  a White-faced  seen  at  Clear  L., 
Mason,  IL  3-5  Apr  (RGB,  SNB,  KR,  ph., 
tTAM).  Most  unexpected  was  a Black  Vul- 
ture identified  in  the  Indiana  Dunes  17  Mar 
(Bobbie  Atzhorn),  which  provided  the  first 
local  record  since  1953. 

WATERFOWL 

The  ever-expanding  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  population  yielded  an  impressive 
3442  birds  at  Chau.  13  Mar  (RGB,  SNB). 
Additionally,  300,000  Snow  Geese  were  at 
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Carl.  L.  13  Feb  and  6 Mar  (KAM,  DMK). 
Ross’s  Goose  numbers  also  remained  high, 
with  24  in  Illinois  and  2 in  Indiana.  Puddle 
ducks  appeared  in  typical  numbers.  The 
only  rarities  consisted  of  a male  Cinnamon 
Teal  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  28  Apr 
(SC,  FH,  DMK)  and  Cinnamon  Teal  x Blue- 
winged Teal  hybrids  at  Carl.  L.  6 Apr  (DMK) 
and  Kingsbury  W.M.A.,  IN  10  Apr  (JJM). 
Except  for  Greater  Scaup,  which  was  scarce, 
bay  ducks  also  occurred  in  average  numbers. 

It  was  a fine  spring  for  Harlequin  Ducks. 
On  the  Indiana  lakefront,  an  ad.  male  was 
seen  off  the  Commonwealth  Edison  power 
plant  1 Mar  (JJM,  SBa,  JKC,  EMH  et  al.);  one 
appeared  on  the  Chicago  River’s  North 
Branch  on  the  same  day  (AFS,  R&KF,  MBC, 
GAW);  and  a female  was  seen  from  the  D.S.P 
Green  Tower  15  Mar  (JKC,  BJG,  EMH,  JJM, 
RP).  Following  the  normal  pattern,  small 
numbers  of  scoters  were  scattered  across  the 
Region.  Peak  tallies  included  24  Surfs  at  L. 
Monroe,  IN  29  Apr  (DRW  et  al.),  6 White- 
wingeds  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  5 Apr 
(DTW),  and  2 female  Blacks  at  the  Port  of 
Indiana  22  Mar  (JJM,  SBa,  JKC,  m.  ob.).  No 
sizeable  Long-tailed  Duck  counts  were  made 
on  L.  Michigan;  the  largest  tally  consisted  of 
7 at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  5 Apr  (DTW).  The 
best  inland  Long-tailed  report  was  of  4 at 
Rend  L„  IL  26  Mar  (KAM, 

CJL).  The  peak  Ruddy  Duck 
count  consisted  of  3000  at 
Carl.  L.  15  & 30  Mar 
(DMK). 


KITES  THROUGH  CRANES 

Within  their  normal  s.  Illi- 
nois range,  Mississippi  Kites 
appeared  in  unprecedented 
numbers,  with  83  counted  in 
Alexander  (65  at  Thebes  and 
18  near  Horseshoe  L.  Con- 
servation Area)  24  May 
(SLD,  SDB),  75  in  Alexander 
on  the  same  day  (KAM),  and 
52  at  Thebes  9 May  (no 
observer  attribution). 
Extralimital  reports  included 
a single  at  Palos  Forest  Pre- 
serve, Cook,  IL  (WSS,  CA),  2 
at  Bruce  Wildlife  W.M.A., 
Moultrie,  IL  9 May  (tTAM), 
one  in  Brown,  IN  11  May 
(JHv,  SHv  et  al.),  and  a first- 


year  bird  at  Ft.  Harrison  S.P.,  Marion,  IN  19 
May  (tDG).  Once  again,  the  main  Broad- 
winged Hawk  flight  circumnavigated  the 
Region.  This  spring’s  maximum  count  was 
75  birds  at  the  D.S.P  hawkwatch  30  Apr 
(BJG).  A light-morph  ad.  Swainson’s  Hawk 
soared  over  D.S.P.  19 
Apr  (JJM,  tJKC,  BJG, 

RP,  DG).  Remarkably, 
the  bird  appeared  just 
two  minutes  after  a 
Chicago  Ornithological 
Society  field  trip,  led  by 
Bill  Clark,  arrived  at  the 
hawkwatch. 

The  Hoosier  bird  of 
the  season  was  an  imm. 
gray-morph  Gyrfalcon 
that  was  seen  sporadi- 
cally at  Kankakee 
W.M.A.,  Starke,  IN  over 
a period  of  about  two 
weeks.  It  was  discovered  22  Mar  (BJG)  and 
lingered  through  the  25th  (JJM,  ph.  DG, 
EMH,  tHaw,  LP  et  al).  Excellent  photo- 
graphs were  obtained,  making  this  Indiana’s 
first  confirmed  record.  Toward  the  months 
end,  the  bird  disappeared,  only  to  resurface 
for  one  day  5 Apr  (JJM). 

It  was  an  above-average  spring  for  the 


An  aifernate-plumaged  adult  Pacific  Loon  was  pho- 
tographed 15  May  2803  at  Beverly  Shores,  Indiana  on  Lake 
Michigan.  Found  the  previous  day  by  Brendan  Grufee,  it 
represents  one  of  very  few  records  of  breeding-piumaged 
birds  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  l McCoy. 


These  are  two  of  three  American  White  Pelican  present  7 April  2003  at  Willow  Slough  Federal  Wildlife  Area's  J.  C. 
Murphey  Lake.  The  next  day,  the  number  had  grown  to  a state-record  52  birds.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


SH0REBIRDS 

Leading  the  pack  for  shorebird-of-the-sea- 
son  honors  was  the  Snowy  Plover  at  Mere- 
dosia  L.,  Morgan,  IL  27-28  Apr  (Bill 
Atwood,  fide  tTAM,  ph.).  The  season’s  only 
Piping  Plover  appeared  at  Miller  Beach,  IN 
10  May  (MT).  In  addi- 
tion to  a half-dozen 
Black-necked  Stilts  at 
established  s.  Illinois 
sites,  2 ranged  n.  to 
Chau.  15  May  (RGS, 
SNB),  and  another  was 
at  Spring  L.  near  Savan- 
nah 17  Apr-3  May  (Ted 
Harms,  m.  ob.,  fide 
SDB).  Two  were  also 
found  21  May  in  Greene, 
IN  (tDRW,  DWi,  ph. 
LSt),  where  this  species 
remains  casual.  Ameri- 
can Avocets  were  unusu- 
ally scarce,  with  only  two  reports:  1 7 were  at 
Montrose  28  Apr  (GAW),  and  7 were  a 
Chicago’s  Grant  Park  6 May  (TSS).  A state 
record-high  135  Willets  was  counted  at  L. 
Monroe,  IN  1 May  (DRW,  JHv,  SHv  et  al). 
An  impressive  17  Whimbrels  at  I.B.S.P.  16 
May  (KAM)  provided  the  season’s  only 
report.  Hudsonian  Godwit  reports  included 
one  in  Moultrie,  IL  9 May 
(TAM),  another  in  Brown, 
IL  12  May  (HDB,  PW, 
VMK  et  al.),  and  a flock 
of  10  at  T.N.C.K.S.  14 
May  (SAP).  Largest  of  the 
Region’s  four  Marbled 
Godwit  reports  was  21 
seen  at  Waukegan  5 May 
(AFS,  DD).  The  early- 
arriving  shorebirds  this 
season  included:  a flock 
of  15  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
in  Moultrie,  IL  8 Mar 
(TAM);  an  overzealous 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  at 
Kankakee  W.M.A.,  IN  29 
Mar  (JKC,  ph.  SBa,  RP, 
KJB);  a record-early  Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  Carl.  L.  30 
Mar  (DMK);  and  a Wil- 
sons Phaiarope  in 
Spencer,  IN  21  Mar 
(TDA),  the  state’s  first 
Mar  record.  Indiana’s  4th 





f a Ha;  the  West  Nile  Virus  impacted  the  Midwestern  Indiana  Red-tailed  Hawk  population?  Data  from  the  Indiana 
3 Hi  Dunes  spring  hawk  flight  may  shed  some  light  on  this  question.  The  season's  Red-tailed  total  was  57.5%  below 
mean  annual  counts  from  the  past  15  years.  This  buteo,  which  is  normally  the  most  abundant  raptor  in  spring  flights,  was 
recorded  in  lower  numbers  than  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (normally  the  second-most  abundant  species  recorded).  The  sea- 
son's average  flight  rate  of- 4.8  Red-taileds  per  observation  hour  was  also  the  lowest  ever  recorded  (roughly  half  the  hourly 
rate  observed  over  the  past  15  years).  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  these  localized  data  can  be  linked  with  a decline  in 
the  Red-tailed  Hawk  population  and,  too,  whether  such  a decline  might  be  linked  to  West  Nile  or  some  other  disease  agent. 


ILLINOIS  & INDIANA 


cryptic  Yellow  Rail,  with  four  reports  in  Illi- 
nois and  one  in  Indiana.  Also  quite  encour- 
aging were  the  5 King  Rails  reported  in  Illi- 
nois and  3 in  Indiana.  A record  spring  count 
of  6350  Sandhill  Cranes  was  logged  at  L. 
Cal.  16  Mar  (WJM),  and  the  ne.  Indiana 
Sandhill  breeding  range  expanded  into 
Elkhart  this  spring,  with  a nest  at  Boot  Lake 
Preserve  (JKC,  DSt). 
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spring  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  record  was 

logged  4 May  in  Monroe  (tDRW).  For  the 

2nd  consecutive  year,  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 

were  reasonably  plentiful,  with  12  in  Indiana 

and  7 in  Illinois.  Red-necked  Phalaropes 

remained  scarce,  with  a 

pair  at  Goose  Lake 

W.M.A.,  IL  24  May 

(Berdeau  H.  Twait)  and 

one  in  Madison , IL  25-27 

May  (DMK)  constituting 

the  only  reports. 


Apr  (tEPo)  and  another  at  Chicago’s  Sol- 
dier Field  13  May  (tDFS,  tTSS,  DEW, 
GAW).  On  Chicago’s  s.  side.  Monk  Para- 
keets strengthened  their  stronghold,  with 
125  birds,  plus  28  huge  nests,  observed  at 


JMpBk 


GULLS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Laughing  Gulls  continued 
their  Regional  expansion, 
with  12  in  Illinois  and  3 in 
Indiana.  The  Indiana  lake- 
front’s  first  Little  Gull  in 
three  years  (a  first-year 
bird)  flew  past  the  D.S.P 
Green  Tower  during  a 14 
Apr  longshore  flight 
watch  (JMc).  Some 
50,000  Ring-billed  Gulls 
were  at  Carl.  L.  2 Mar 
(KAM),  and  a 12  May  survey  of  nesting 
colonies  at  the  East  Chicago,  IN  steel  mills 
yielded  43,265  nests  that  contained  eggs  or 
chicks  (JSC  et  ah).  Latest  records  of  four- 
year  gulls  included:  2 Thayer’s,  one  Iceland, 
and  an  ad.  Glaucous  at  Winthrop  Harbor  3 
May  (AFS);  a Lesser  Black-backed  at  Carl.  L. 
17— f 8 May  (DMK);  and 
a first-year  Lesser 
Black-backed  at  Mon- 
trose 18  May  (AFS). 

This  spring,  a D.N.R. 
survey  revealed  that 
Caspian  Terns  again 
nested  at  the  East 
Chicago,  IN  steel  mills: 
a 27  May  count  revealed 
146  nests,  many  con- 
taining up  to  3 chicks 
(JSC).  This  spring, 

Common  Terns  were 
more  prevalent  than 
normal;  the  peak  tally 
was  1000  at  Waukegon 
15  May  (KAM).  Also 
quite  impressive  was  a 
count  of  80  Least  Terns 
at  an  inland  se.  Massac , 

IL  site  31  May  (VMK). 

Black  Terns  peaked  at 
Carl.  L.  13  May,  when 
65  were  counted 
(KAM). 

The  unrelenting  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
expansion  provided  reports  from  1 f Illi- 
nois and  4 Indiana  sites.  The  White- 
winged Dove  invasion  also  continued, 
with  a flyby  at  the  D.S.P.  Green  Tower  2 


4 

i 


A male  Harlequin  Duck  was  found  3 March  2003  in  Hammond,  Indiana  on  Lake  Michigan,  where  rare. 
Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


Burnham,  Cook  f 5 Mar  (WJM).  Two  Monk 
Parakeets  were  also  observed  at  Carl.  L.  1 2 
Apr  (DMM),  and  a nest  was  found  there  19 
Apr  (KAM).  It  was  an  excellent  spring  for 
cuckoos,  with  numerous  reports,  including 
peak  counts  of  4 Black-billeds  at  Fort 
Wayne,  IN  16  May  (RPR)  and  a mind-bog- 
gling 74  Yellow-billeds 
in  sw.  Union,  IL  10  May 
(VMK,  MBo),  plus  a 
nocturnal  flight  of  64 
near  Jonesboro,  Union, 
IL  on  the  same  date 
(SDB).  The  latter  tallies 
constitute  the  2nd  and 
3rd  highest  counts  for 
the  state  ( fide  PRC). 

Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  reports  were 
restricted  to  singles  at  the 
Montrose  Magic  Hedge 
20  Mar  (BWH,  GAW) 
and  a fresh  road-kill 
found  at  West  Beach,  IN 
22  Mar  (KJB  et  ah).  A 
record  count  of  27  calling 
Chuck-will's-widows  was 
made  at  Feme  Clyffe  S.P., 
IL  8 May  (SDB).  Unusual 
in  spring,  an  ad.  male 
Rufous  Hummingbird 
was  in  rural  Lee,  IL  20-22 
Apr  (Allen  & Pat  Yener- 
ich,  ph.,  tjames  E.  Hampson).  A longshore 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  flight  at  I.B.S.P  5 
Apr  yielded  a state  record  115+  birds 
(DTW);  the  previous  maximum  was  only  36 
(fide  PRC). 


A juvenile  gray-morph  Gyrfalcon  was  documented  22 
March  (here  23  March)  to  5 April  2003  at  Kankakee 
Federal  Wildlife  Area,  Indiana,  a first  state  record. 
Digital  photograph  by  Jeffery  J.  McCoy. 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Noteworthy  flycatcher  maxima  included  3 
Olive-sideds  at  Morton  Arboretum,  IL  26 
May  (WJM,  JA),  32  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  in 
the  n.  Lake,  IN  migrant  traps  20  May  (JJM  et 
ah),  12  Yellow-bellied  Flycatch- 
ers in  the  n.  Lake,  IN  migrant 
traps  20  May  (JKG  et  al.),  18 
Willows  in  Green,  IN  25  May 
(LSt),  39  Leasts  in  the  n.  Lake, 
IN  migrant  traps  20  May  (KJB 
et  al),  and  46  Great  Cresteds  in 
Union,  IL  10  May  (VMK,  MBo). 
Western  Kingbirds  were 
restricted  to  Madison,  IL,  where 
the  peak  tally  of  5 was  logged  at 
Granite  City  29  May  (FH).  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatchers  continue 
to  appear  in  s.  Illinois.  Spring 
reports  included  a male  8 & 11 
May  in  Jackson  (VMK  et  al.) 
and  a pair  in  Union  10  May 
(David  Fletcher,  fide  VMK). 
Impressive  vireo  counts 
included  46  White-eyeds  in 
Union,  IL  10  May  (SDB)  and  a 
phenomenal  52  Bell’s  in  Greene 
and  Sullivan,  IN  17  May  (LSt).  Among  the 
early-arriving  vireos  was  a Warbling  that 
appeared  in  Boone,  IL  20  Apr  (AEB,  MAR). 
The  most  impressive  corvid  reports  involved 
Fish  Crows.  Two  extralimital  birds  were  seen 
and  heard  at  L.  Monroe,  IN  26  Apr-9  May 
(JHv,  SHv);  if  documentation  is  accepted, 
these  will  provide  the  state’s  first  record 
away  from  the  Ohio  R.  In  addition,  a 
remarkable  150  Fish  Crows  were  counted  at 
East  St.  Louis,  IL  24  Mar  (KAM). 

At  mid-day  on  11  May,  a massive  long- 
shore reverse  migration  of  swallows  was 
observed  at  Chicago’s  Gillson  Park.  An 
extrapolation  of  observed  flight  rates  over 
the  entire  day,  produced  a rough  estimate  of 
60,000  swallows  (WSS).  A highlight  for 
Chicago  lakefront  birders  was  a Bewick’s 
Wren  at  Montrose  6 Apr  (JS,  tGAW,  EWW, 
AFS  et  al.).  The  only  other  Bewick’s  report 
came  from  Adams,  IL,  where  one  was  found 
30  Apr  (KAM).  Several  correspondents  sug- 
gested that  both  the  House  and  Winter  Wren 
flights  were  weak.  Interestingly  the  latter 
species  was  observed  building  a nest  in 
Boone,  IL  18-19  Apr  and  8 May  (DTW). 
Incredibly,  a Townsends  Solitaire  was  seen 
flying  past  the  Indiana  D.S.P.  Green  Tower 
on  three  different  occasions.  The  first  sight- 
ing occurred  8 Mar,  when  one  flew  e.  past 
the  Green  Tower  (BJG).  A week  later,  15 
Mar,  presumably  the  same  bird  made  a 
repeat  performance  (BJG,  tJKC,  JJM,  RP); 
and  the  final  appearance  occurred  24  Mar 
(tKJB). 

Swainson’s,  Gray-cheeked,  and  Hermit 
Thrushes’  numbers  remained  distressingly 
low.  A superb  Gray  Catbird  count  of  119 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD! 
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birds  was  recorded  at  Jax.  P 10  May  (PRC  et 
al.),  and  a record-early  American  Pipit 
arrived  at  Brandon  Lock  & Dam,  Will,  IL  22 
Feb  (AFS).  The  season’s  peak  Cedar 
Waxwing  flight  involved  a 
longshore  flight  of  3239  at  the 
D.S.P.  Green  Tower  28  May 
(JKC  et  al). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

The  seasons  “marquee”  war- 
blers included  a female  Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler  at  D.S.P.  10  May 
(tLHi  et  al.)  and  a singing 
Swainson’s  Warbler  in  Jackson, 

IL  6 May  (TFKB,  found  by  Vicki 
Lang  several  days  earlier). 

Noteworthy  among  the  score  of 
early-arriving  warblers  were:  a 
female  Northern  Parula  3 Apr 
in  Du  Page,  IL  (UG);  a singing 
male  Black-throated  Green  2 
Apr  in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park 
(BWH,  GAW  et  al.);  a male 
Blackburnian  20  Apr  in  Cook, 

IL  (DFS);  a Yellow-throated  1 
Apr  in  De  Kalb  (DJS);  a male 
Blackpoll  21  Apr  at  Wolf  L.,  IN 
(JJM,  ph.);  a Palm  at  the  Mor- 
ton Arboretum  1 Apr  (MBC);  a 
Black-and-white  at  Carl.  L.  16  Mar  (DMK);  a 
Prothonotary  6 Apr  in  Massac,  IL  (KAM, 
CT);  a Mourning  20  Apr  in  Jefferson,  IN 
(JDW);  and  a Hooded  10  Apr  at  Fox  Island 
Park,  IN  (RPR).  Large  daily  tallies  included 
a longshore  flight  of  2570  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  at  the  D.S.P  Green  Tower  28  Apr 
(JJM  et  al.),  a flock  of  12  Pine  Warblers  feed- 
ing on  the  ground  at  Wolf  L.,  IN 

21  Apr  (JJM  ph.),  67  Kentucky 
Warblers  in  Union,  IL  10  May 
(SDB),  33  Worm-eating  Warblers 
in  Union,  IL  10  May  (SDB),  and 

22  Canadas  on  the  Indiana  lake- 
front  25  May  (BJG).  On  the  down 
side,  several  observers  reported  a 
decline  in  Cerulean  Warbler  num- 
bers. 

Although  Stotz  deemed  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  woefully  scarce 
in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park,  they 
were  widespread  and  plentiful 
elsewhere.  Overzealous  Lark 
Sparrows  arrived  in  Jo  Daviess,  IL 
10  Apr  (DTW)  and  Cook,  IL  11 
Apr  (JCB)  to  establish  new  n.  Illi- 
nois early-arrival  dates.  An  early 
Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  appeared  in 
Glenview,  Cook,  IL  23  Mar  (John 
Koch,  fide  EWW).  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  were  decidedly  scarce,  with 
only  one  report  in  the  Region:  17  May  in 
Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  (m.  ob.,  fide  EWW). 
It  was  a good  spring  for  Lincoln’s  Sparrows, 


with  an  early  arrival  in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park 
4 Apr  (DFS)  and  a peak  tally  of  53  in  Jax.  P. 
10  May  (SLC  et  al).  An  impressive  1380 
White-throated  Sparrows  1 May  in  Chicago’s 


This  Tricolored  Heron  was  photographed  20  May  2003  at  Homer  Lake,  Champaign  County,  Illinois. 
This  species  seemed  to  be  on  the  move  north  through  the  interior  of  the  continent  this  spring. 
Photograph  by  Travis  Mahon. 


Grant  Park  (DFS)  provided  a record  count 
for  Illinois.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  confined 
to  Illinois,  where  3 were  reported.  Peak 
longspur  counts  included  1000  Laplands  in 
McLean,  IL  30  Mar  (MLR)  and  200  Smith’s 
in  Montgomery,  IN  14  Apr  (CCM).  Few 
Snow  Buntings  were  reported;  the  peak 
count  was  50  in  St.  Joseph,  IN  3 Mar 


This  Snowy  Plover  was  photographed  28  April  2003  at  Meredosia  Lake,  Morgan  County, 
Illinois.  This  constitutes  the  fifth  Illinois  spring  record;  all  spring  birds  have  been  found 
within  the  two-week  interval  27  April  to  11  May.  Photograph  by  Travis  Mahon. 


(M&VR),  and  a straggler  was  at  Montrose 
21  Mar  (GAW).  Irnin.  male  Blue  Grosbeak 
overflights  produced  singletons  at  Jax.  R 27 
Apr  (SLC)  and  near  Chesterton,  IN  10  May 


(TRP).  Peak  Indigo  Bunting  tallies  included 
331  in  Union,  IL  10  May  (SDB)  and  282  at 
the  D.S.P  Green  Tower  on  the  same  date 
(JJM  et  al.).  Ad.  and  first-year  male  Painted 
Buntings  were  observed 
at  the  traditional  East  St. 
Louis  site  21,  22,  & 25 
May  (DMM,  KAM,  CJL, 
FH).  An  impressive  29 
Orchard  Orioles,  counted 
in  Union  10  May  (SDB), 
provided  the  2nd  highest 
Illinois  spring  count  ( fide 
PRC).  As  expected,  win- 
ter finches  were  virtually 
nonexistent;  the  feeble 
Regional  totals  included 
7 Purple  Finches  and  2 
Pine  Siskins. 

Contributors  (subre- 
gional editors  in  bold- 
face): Cindy  Alberico,  Jill 
Anderson,  David  Ayer, 
Susan  Bagby  (SBa), 
Steven  D.  Bailey,  Frank  K. 
Bennett,  Richard  G. 
Bjorklund,  Sigurd  N. 
Bjorklund,  H.  David 
Bohlen,  Michael  Bowers 
(MBo),  Arlene  E.  Brei, 
Kenneth  J.  Brock,  Joan  C.  Bruchman,  Alan 
W.  Bruner  (Indiana),  Scott  L.  Carpenter,  Lee 
A.  Casebere,  John  K.  Cassady,  John  S.  Cas- 
trale,  Melinda  Born  Chapman,  Elizabeth  J. 
Chato,  Shawn  Clubb,  Paul  R.  Clyne  (Illi- 
nois), Donald  R.  Dann,  Sheryl  L.  DeVore, 
Danny  Diaz,  Steve  Doud,  Jerry  Downs,  , 
Robert  E.  & Karen  Fisher  (R  & KF),  Urs 
Geiser,  Don  Gorney,  Brendan  J.  Grube, 
Jim  Haw  (Haw),  Roger  Hedge  (RHe), 
Jim  Hengeveld  (JHv),  Susan  Hengeveld 
(SHv),  Brian  W.  Herriott,  Frank  Holmes, 
Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Dan  M.  Kasse- 
baurn,  Vernon  M.  Kleen,  Allison  Kle- 
ment,  Matt  Klostermann,  Craig  J.  Lit- 
teken,  Travis  A.  Mahan,  Walter  J.  Mar- 
cisz,  Thomas  U.  May,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy, 
Keith  A.  McMullen,  Clint  C.  Murray, 
Randy  Pals,  Steve  A.  Pancol,  Larry 
Peavler,  Marjory  A.  Rand,  Roger  P.  Rang, 
Michael  L.  Retter,  Kevin  Richmond, 
Marge  and  Vic  Riemenschneider  (M  & 
VR),  Thomas  S.  Schulenberg,  Wesley  S. 
Serafin,  Darrell  J.  Shambaugh,  Alan  F 
Stokie,  Dan  Stoltzfus  (DSt),  Douglas  E 
Stotz,  Jeff  Sundberg,  Craig  Thayer, 
Michael  Topp,  Eric  W.  Walters,  Patrick 
Ward,  J.  Dan  Webster,  Donald  R.  White- 
head,  David  E.  Willard,  Daniel  T. 

Williams,  Jr.,  Geoff  A.  Williamson,  Don- 
ald Winslow  (DWi).  Many  other  observers 
contributed  to  the  state  lists  but  could  not  be 
personally  acknowledged  herein;  all 
observers  are  much  appreciated.  © 
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Western 
Great  Lakes 


Jim  Granlund 

Kalamazoo  Nature  Center 
6253  North  Westnedge 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan  49009 
(granlund@chartermi.net) 


As  always,  weather  played  a role  in  the 
progression  of  the  migration.  In  gen- 
eral, March  was  cold  throughout  the 
Region,  while  April  was  more  seasonable. 
May  was  quite  cool  both  at  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  the  month.  As  a result,  migra- 
tion occurred  in  spurts,  with  some  migrants 
showing  up  early  in  the  warmer  spells,  while 
others  lingered  during  the  cooler  spells.  The 
Region  remained  dry  through  much  of  the 
period,  with  significant  precipitation  in  some 
portions  only  at  the  end  of  May. 

Minnesota’s  most  interesting  highlights 
included  good  numbers  of  Plegadis  ibis,  a 
Ruff,  and  a cooperative  Rock  Wren.  Michi- 
gan fared  better,  with  an  impressive  number 
of  rarities  that  included  Common  Eider, 
Swallow-tailed  Kite,  Black-necked  Stilt, 
Says  Phoebe,  Blue  Grosbeak,  and  a possible 


first  state  record  of  Lazuli  Bunting.  Wis- 
consin’s highlights  were  multiple  White- 
faced Ibis,  Purple  Gallinule,  Reeve,  and  two 
Baird’s  Sparrows. 

Abbreviations:  M.B.R.C.  (Michigan  Bird 
Records  Committee);  PM.  (Point  Mouillee, 
Monroe,  MI);  W.B.R.C.  (Wisconsin  Bird 
Records  Committee);  W.P.B.O.  (Whitefish 
Point  Bird  Observatory,  Chippewa,  MI). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Unusual  in  Minnesota  were  reports  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  away  from  L.  Superior,  with 
2 on  22  Apr  at  Little  Rock  L.,  Benton  (HD, 
PC)  and  one  17  May  at  Sham  L.,  Lyon  (AH, 
PS,  RSc).  Wisconsin  had  two  reports  of 
Red-throated  Loons  in  Manitowoc  from  9 
Apr  to  1 May  (MP,  TW,  JH,  DV,  DT)  and 
Ozaukee  11  Apr  (TU).  In  Michigan, 
W.P.B.O.  reported  579,  with  a peak  of  129 
on  14  May  (staff).  The  only  Arctic/Pacific 
Loon  report  came  from  W.PB.O.,  where 
individuals  were  reported  on  29  May  (staff) 
and  9 May  (KM);  both  are  pending 
M.B.R.C.  review.  Wisconsin  reported  Red- 
necked Grebes  from  five  counties,  while  in 
Michigan  this  species  was  found  at  several 
inland  sites  as  well  as  in  good  numbers  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  the  maximum  being  130 
on  3 May  at  W.PB.O.  (staff).  An  Eared 


Grebe  10-13  May  at  Two  Harbors,  Lake 
(JLi  PS)  was  n.  of  normal  in  Minnesota, 
and  another  was  seen  on  29  May  at  Moose 
Lake  sewage  treatment  plant,  Carlton  (MS). 
Wisconsin  reported  this  species  from  seven 
counties,  with  high  of  5 on  18  May  at  Hori- 
con  Marsh  (TW).  Michigan  also  had.  a 
good  number  of  Eared  Grebes,  with  reports 
from  six  counties  including  2 on  9 May  in 
Mecosta  (PCa,  MCa).  Northeast  of  normal 
in  Minnesota  were  2 Western  Grebes  at 
Duluth  25  May  (AH,  PS),  while  the  only 
report  in  Wisconsin  was  of  one  13  May  in 
Oneida  (AR).  Clark's  Grebes  were  reported 
in  Minnesota  as  single  individuals  12  Apr 
on  L.  Byllesby,  Dakota  (BL,  AS,  JMA),  27 
Apr+  on  Thielke  L.,  Big  Stone  (PS,  BU,  m. 
ob.),  and  30  May  at  Agassiz  NWR,  Marshall 
(PJ).  Michigan  had  a good  season  for 
American  White  Pelican;  the  maximum  of 
9 came  on  22  May  at  Copper  Harbor, 
Keweenaw  (LB). 

Early  in  Wisconsin  were  Great  Egrets 
23  Mar  in  Milwaukee  (JM)  and  30  Mar  in 
Rock  (AP).  Wisconsin  had  a Snowy  Egret 
15  & 29  May  in  Kenosha  (RH),  while  in 
Michigan  one  was  present  10-19  May  in 
Allegan  (CF,  RB,  JG,  TWh).  In  Minnesota, 
one  was  noted  19  Apr  between  Swift  and 
Big  Stone  along  US- 12  (MD  et  ah),  and 
another  was  reported  10  May  in  Greenleaf 
Twp.,  Meeker  (DF).  Also  in  that  state,  a 
Little  Blue  Heron  was  photographed  28 
May  at  Grand  Portage,  Cook  (SV,  SG),  and 
an  ad.  was  seen  31  May  in  Roseau  (ML, 
EHe).  Wisconsin  had  reports  of  Little 
Blues  6 Apr  in  Crawford  (SS),  5 May  in 
Fond  du  Lac  (BV),  and  27  Apr-1  May  in 
Outagamie  (m.  ob.).  Cattle  Egret  numbers 
remained  low  in  the  Region.  Michigan 
had  a single  report  25  May  in  Bay  (JGi), 
while  Wisconsin  managed  two  reports 
with  singles  13-17  May  in  Fond  du  Lac 
(WR,  EH,  MR  et  al.)  and  21  May  in  Mani- 
towoc (TW).  Minnesota  reported  Cattle 
Egrets  from  13  counties  (-23  individuals), 
including  one  22-24  Apr  at  Waubun, 
Mahnomen  (LZ  et  ah).  A Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  seen  19-27  Apr  at 
Austin,  Mower,  MN  (RK,  RKn,  DMa,  m. 
ob.),  and  another  was  reported  in  Wiscon- 
sin 19  May  at  Buffalo  (MP).  As  many  as  4 
White-faced  Ibis  were  found  in  Dodge  18 
Apr-2  May  (JBa,  MP,  DT,  m.  ob.),  an  11th 
state  record  for  Wisconsin  if  accepted  by 
the  W.B.R.C.  Minnesota  also  had  an  influx 
of  this  species,  with  6 seen  17-19  May  at 
Cottonwood  S.P.,  Lyon  (PS  et  al.).  Also  in 
Minnesota  were  11  unidentified  Plegadis 
17  Apr  in  Jackson  (BB)  and  2 at  Bass 
Ponds,  Hennepin  3 May  (BF).  A few 
undocumented  ibises,  claimed  as  either 
Glossy  or  White-faced,  were  reported 
from  several  other  locations.  Only  the  3rd 
Michigan  spring  record,  a White-faced 
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(T  it  For  the  third  consecutive  spring,  Karl  Bardon  conducted  the  Hastings-Prescott  Bird  Count  at  Hastings  (Minnesota) 
J I land  Prescott  (Wisconsin),  where  a natural  bottleneck  funnels  birds  through  the  Mississippi  River  Valley.  Total 
hours  (183+)  of  coverage  were  comparable  to  spring  2001  and  increased  by  about  73%  over  last  spring.  Total  waterbird 
counts  (100,850)  were  the  highest  among  the  three  years;  adding  raptors  (4,384)  and  passerines  (15,402)  brought  the 
spring  2003  grand  total  to  120,636  birds.  Exceptional  numbers  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (4753),  Mallards  (23,424), 
and  Northern  Pintails  (2222)  were  tallied.  Totals  for  Bald  Eagle  (2564)  and  Ring-billed  Gull  (28,181)  were  up  significantly 
from  the  previous  two  years.  Bardon  pooled  data  from  all  three  years  and  calculated  an  average  of  686  birds/hour  at  this 
site;  using  only  counts  obtained  before  sunrise  plus  the  first  two  hours  of  the  day  increased  the  yield  to  1215  birds/hour. 


Ibis  was  present  13-16  May  in  Berrien  (JW, 
KMi,  TB). 

WATERFOWL 

Michigan  had  a poor  season  for  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose,  with  only  two 
reports,  while  in  Wisconsin  the  high  total 
was  700+  on  29  Mar  in  Columbia  (DT). 
Also  in  Wisconsin,  a Snow  Goose  lingered 
to  31  May  in  Kewaunee  (SF).  Ross’s  Goose 
was  less  common  this  season  in  Minnesota, 
with  152  birds  in  17  counties.  Wisconsin 
had  this  species  18  Mar-9  Apr  in  Dane  (PA 
et  al),  on  12  Apr  in  Dodge  (TP),  and  23 
Mar  in  Outagamie  (MP).  A Brant  was 
reported  10  May  at  W.P.B.O.  (KM).  In  Wis- 
consin, 109  Trumpeter  Swans  9 Mar  in  St. 
Croix  (LP)  testified  to  their  continued 
increase  in  the  Region.  Mute  Swans  are  still 
uncommon  in  Minnesota,  making  the  2 
apparent  migrants  19  Mar  at  the  Hastings- 
Prescott  Bird  Count,  Dakota  (KB)  notewor- 
thy. There  were  additional  reports  from  six 
counties,  although  the  origin  of  the  birds 
was  uncertain.  In  Michigan,  a Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  found  12  Apr  at  P.M.  (BM,  AB, 
GB).  The  only  Cinnamon  Teal  reports 
came  from  Minnesota  at  Lac  Qui  Parle  S.P., 
Lac  Qui  Parle  22  Apr  (JB,  RJ)  and  at 
Gilman,  Benton  23-25  Apr  (a  male;  HD). 
Exceptional  in  Michigan  were  25,000  Can- 
vasbacks  31  Mar  at  Anchor  Bay,  St.  Clair 
(SSa).  Only  the  3rd  Michigan  record,  a 
Common  Eider  first  found  17  May 
remained  through  the  period  at  P.M.  (AB, 
WW). 

Wisconsin  reported  Harlequin  Ducks  24 
Apr  in  Milwaukee  (PH)  and  9 Mar  in  Man- 
itowoc (TW).  In  Michigan,  there  were 
multiple  reports  of  Harlequin  Ducks,  with 
a maximum  of  4 birds  until  16  May  at  Oval 
Beach,  Allegan  (CF,  RB)  and  one  as  late  as 
23  May  at  RM.  (WP,  AC).  Good  numbers 
of  all  three  scoters  were  reported  through- 
out the  Region  this  season,  mostly  from  the 
Great  Lakes,  but  some  were  inland  as  well. 
Noteworthy  were  1000  Long-tailed  Ducks 
16  May  at  W.P.B.O.  (staff).  Minnesota  had 
reports  of  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  to  11  Mar  at 
Fergus  Falls,  Otter  Tail  (m.  ob.)  and  2 Apr 
at  Long  Meadow  L.,  Hennepin  (TT,  PB,  AS, 
JMa).  Wisconsin  also  had  two  reports, 
with  one  9 Mar  in  Sheboygan  (ASt,  DT, 


TW)  and  another  15  Mar  in  Milwaukee 
(MP  et  al). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERMS 

Highlights  from  the  West  Skyline  Hawk 
Count  in  Duluth,  Minnesota  included  totals 
of  2866  Bald  Eagles,  4 Swainson’s  Hawks, 
and  71  Golden  Eagles.  A Swallow-tailed 
Kite  2-16  May  in  Berrien  (TB,  MC)  was  a 
first  spring  record  for  Michigan.  In  Min- 
nesota, a Mississippi  Kite  was  reported  10 
May  at  Hyland  Lake  Park  Reserve,  Hennepin 
(AH,  NW).  In  Michigan,  223  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  22  Mar  in  St.  Clair  (DM)  was 
an  exceptional  total.  Also  noteworthy  in 
that  state  was  a Swainson’s  Hawk  14  May  at 
W.P.B.O.  (KM,  LD).  The  only  Ferruginous 
Hawk  in  the  Region  was  reported  from  Min- 
nesota, where  one  was  seen  23  Apr  at 
Odessa  Twp.,  Big  Stone  (BU).  High  for 
Michigan  were  30  Peregrine  Falcons  on  10 
May  at  W.P.B.O.  (staff).  A Gyrfalcon  was 
reported  in  Wisconsin  8 Mar  in  Douglas 
(DW,  LSa),  while  another  was  pho- 
tographed in  Michigan  8 Mar  at  P.M.  (WP, 
TS.JF). 

Yellow  Rails  were  reported  from  three 
Wisconsin  counties,  while  Minnesota  had 
reports  from  the  traditional  locations, 
including  an  astounding  51+  on  23  May  at 
the  Neal  W.M.A.,  Norman  (AH,  PS).  Wis- 
consin had  five  reports  of  King  Rail,  while 
in  Michigan,  where  the  species  is  rare,  a pair 
was  videotaped  8 May  at  Petoskey,  Emmet 
(KG,  HP).  Outstanding  in  Wisconsin  was  a 
Purple  Gallinule  22  May  in  Waupaca  (CE); 
the  sighting  is  pending  W.B.R.C.  review. 
Four  reports  of  Common  Moorhens  in  Min- 
nesota, where  the  species  has  declined,  were 
encouraging.  Record  high  in  Minnesota  was 
the  count  of  233  Semipalmated  Plovers  22 
May  at  Agassiz  N.W.R.,  Marshall  (PS).  Pip- 
ing Plovers  continue  to  do  well  in  the 
Region,  with  both  Minnesota  and  Michigan 
having  six  reports.  The  only  report  in  Wis- 
consin was  an  individual  10  & 19  May  in 
Bayfield  (DVe). 

Minnesota  had  lower  numbers  of  both 
Willet  and  American  Avocet  this  season 
compared  to  the  past  few  springs.  Wiscon- 
sin had  a peak  of  50  American  Avocets  28 
Apr  in  Ozaukee  (TU)  and  outstanding  num- 
bers of  Willets,  including  an  estimated  400 


scattered  through  the  state  6 May  (DT). 
Minnesota  reported  its  2nd  highest  total  for 
Whimbrel,  with  226  on  26  May  in  Cook 
(DN).  Hudsonian  Godwits  were  scarce  in 
Wisconsin,  with  only  one  report,  while 
Michigan  had  only  two.  Minnesota  also 
reported  the  species  as  being  scarce  but  did 
have  a peak  of  240  on  18  May  at  Agassiz 
N.W.R.,  Marshall  (Rj  et  al.).  In  Wisconsin, 
a high  of  36  Marbled  Godwits  was  tallied 
20-28  Apr  in  Dane  (PA),  while  Michigan 
had  reports  from  three  counties.  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin  had  four  reports  of  Red 
Knot;  Michigan  mustered  two. 

Western  Sandpipers  were  reported  5-6 
May  at  Lewiston  S.P.,  Winona  (ph.  CS,  JHo) 
in  Minnesota,  and  in  Wisconsin  19  & 31 
May  in  Dane  (DT,  CM);  both  are  pending 
review  by  records  committees.  In  Min- 
nesota, a record  473  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were 
reported  17  May  at  Mud  L.,  Traverse  (KB). 
Some  609  Dunlin  27  May  at  Agassiz  N.W.R. 
(KB)  also  provided  a record-high  count  for 
that  state.  Record-early  in  Wisconsin  was  a 
Stilt  Sandpiper  13  Apr  in  Dane  (SM),  the 
report  pending  W.R.B.C.  review.  Rare  any- 
where in  the  Region  in  spring,  a Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  was  found  19  May  in  Big 
Stone,  MN  (KB).  A Reeve  remained  in  Wis- 
consin 12-17  May  in  Brown  (MP,  m.  ob.), 
while  a Ruff  in  Minnesota  was  present  17 
May  at  Bunker  Hills,  Anoka  (GP,  KB).  Min- 
nesota reported  a good  migration  of  Red- 
necked Phalaropes,  with  111+  statewide. 
Michigan  also  had  a good  season  for  this 
species,  with  double  the  number  of  normal 
reports. 

As  is  typical,  the  only  jaeger  reports  for 
the  Region  came  from  W.P.B.O.,  where  3 
unidentified  and  one  Parasitic  were 
recorded.  The  only  Laughing  Gulls 
reported  this  spring  came  from  Wisconsin, 
where  individuals  were  seen  6 May  in 
Racine  (RF)  and  10  May  in  Ozaukee  (TU). 
Both  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  had  typical 
numbers  of  Franklin’s  Gulls,  while  Little 
Gull  was  seen  in  better  numbers  Region- 
wide: 2 reports  in  Minnesota,  5 reports  in 
Michigan,  and  reports  from  6 Wisconsin 
counties.  A lingering  Thayer’s  Gull  was 
reported  27  May  at  W.EB.O.  (PC).  Min- 
nesota missed  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  this 
season,  while  both  Wisconsin  and  Michigan 
had  three  reports.  A Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  in  Wisconsin  2-3  Mar  in  Sheboygan 
(CG,  TW  et  al.)  was  very  rare  in  the  Region 
in  spring;  the  report  is  pending  W.B.R.C. 


review. 

DOVES  THROUGH  VIRE0S 

The  Band-tailed  Pigeon  in  Minnesota  over- 
wintered to  2 Apr  in  Ravenna  Twp.,  Dakota 
(CT,  HT).  The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
present  for  the  past  few  years  continues  in 
Ozaukee,  WI;  another  was  in  Green  (RS). 
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The  collared-doves  in  Minnesota  at  Caledo- 
nia, Houston  returned  for  the  3rd  year,  with 
nesting  detected  2 Apr  (FL,  KN).  Two  to  3 
collared-doves  also  returned  to  Grant,  MN 
21  Mar  (SM,  DMi,  DTh,  STh);  a new  loca- 
tion was  near  Claremont,  Dodge  9-20  Apr 
(CK,  JS,  m.  ob.).  There  were  12  other 
undocumented  Minnesota  reports  of  the 
species  this  spring. 

A Burrowing  Owl  was  found  dead,  possi- 
bly hit  by  a car,  13  May  at  Moyer  Twp., 
Swift,  MN  (m.  ob.).  Great  Gray  Owls  were 
reported  from  the  typical  locations  of  Lake, 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  St.  Louis  in  Min- 
nesota, and  on  14  & 20  May  in  Michigan  at 
W.P.B.O.  Also  at  W.P.B.O.,  86  Long-eared 
Owls  were  banded  during  season,  the  3rd 
best  spring  since  standard  banding  began  in 
1988  (staff). 

Two  Common  Nighthawks  13  Apr  in  She- 
boygan (SB)  represented  the  3rd  earliest 
arrival  for  Wisconsin.  A Say’s  Pheobe  was 
photographed  25  Apr  at  W.P.B.O.  (ST), 
while  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Min- 
nesota was  photographed  24-27  May  at  Two 
Harbors,  Lake  (RD  et  al.).  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  declined  again  this  spring  in  Min- 
nesota, with  21  birds  in  10  counties,  down 
from  last  years  26  birds  in  16  counties. 
Wisconsin  had  Loggerheads  in  three  coun- 
ties, while  Michigan  had  a single  report  of 
one  18-19  May  near  Calumet,  Houghton 
(RHa,  TA,  JMu).  Michigan  had  a good 
spring  for  White-eyed  Vireo,  with  reports  as 
far  n.  as  Manistee  (KW).  Wisconsin  had  this 
species  1 May  in  Manitowoc  (MP),  1-6  May 
in  Walworth  (SF),  and  17-31  May  in  Dane 
(ASt,  m.  ob.).  In  Minnesota,  where  White- 
eyed Vireo  is  casual,  an  individual  was  pres- 
ent 17  May  at  Old  Frontenac,  Goodhue 
(KB).  Also  in  Minnesota,  a Rock  Wren  was 
reported  28  Apr-2  May  at  the  Arcacia 
Cemetery,  Dakota  (DKe,  JO,  CFa). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

As  is  typical,  the  only  Mountain  Bluebird  in 
the  Region  came  from  Minnesota,  where 
one  was  present  10-12  Apr  near  Kandiyohi, 
Kandiyohi  (ES,  CBr).  In  Minnesota, 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  reported  in  two 
locations  in  Lake,  while  in  Wisconsin  one 
lingered  until  15  Apr  at  Devil’s  Lake  S.P. 
(AHo).  Minnesota  had  three  reports  of  Var- 
ied Thrush,  the  latest  being  19  Apr  s.  of 
Park  Rapids,  Hubbard  (WH).  Also  in  that 
state.  Northern  Mockingbird  was  found  in 
greater  numbers,  some  20  statewide. 

A Northern  Parula  13  Apr  in  Milwaukee 
(CHa)  was  the  6th  earliest  in  Wisconsin, 
while  7 Magnolia  Warblers  16  Apr  in  Ozau- 
kee (DP)  were  the  earliest  records  in  that 
state;  both  records  are  pending  W.B.R.C. 
review.  North  of  normal  in  Michigan  was  a 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  6-7  May  near  Ben- 
zonia,  Benzie  (KW).  A Pine  Warbler  11  Apr 


at  Lindbergh  S.P.,  Morrison  (Dma,  BFr)  was 
record  early  in  Minnesota.  A Palm  Warbler 
24  Mar  in  Waukesha  (MF)  was  record  early 
in  Wisconsin,  while  a Black-and-white  War- 
bler 5 Apr  in  Grant  (SJ)  was  the  2nd  earli- 
est, and  an  Ovenbird  5 Apr  in  Langlade 
(ABa)  was  the  3rd  earliest  in  that  state;  all 
are  pending  W.B.R.C.  review.  A Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  12-13  May  in  Escanaba,  Delta 
(JFl)  is  only  the  2nd  record  in  Michigan’s 
Upper  Peninsula. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  had  five  reports 
of  Summer  Tanager,  while  Michigan  had  six 
reports.  In  Michigan,  a Western  Tanager  26 
May  at  Lincoln  Twp.,  Berrien  (LG)  was  the 
8th  record  in  the  past  nine  springs.  Wiscon- 
sin had  Western  Tanagers  12  May  in  She- 
boygan (SB),  12-14  May  in  Winnebago  (MR, 
m.  ob.),  and  7 May  in  Dane  (PW);  al!  are 
pending  review.  Minnesota  had  a similar 
number  of  reports,  with  individuals  11-15 
May  at  Wood  L.,  Hennepin  (SA,  CBr,  PB,  m. 
ob.),  14  May  at  L.  Byllesby,  Dakota  (AS), 
and  23-24  May  at  Ann  L.,  Kanabec  (fide 
CMn). 

A Spotted  Towhee  was  found  17  May 
near  Lu verne,  Rock,  MN  (AH,  PS).  A Lark 
Sparrow  8 Apr  in  Monroe  (DK)  was  the  ear- 
liest ever  in  Wisconsin;  the  report  is  pend- 
ing review.  Michigan  had  a single  Lark 
Sparrow  27  Apr  near  Newberry,  Luce 
(CMa).  Wisconsin  had  two  reports  of 
Baird’s  Sparrow,  a review  species  in  that 
state:  6 May  in  Buffalo  (JJ)  and  8 May  in  Mil- 
waukee (SL).  A Smith’s  Longspur  27  Mar  in 
Martin  (CK,  JS)  was  the  3rd  earliest  date  for 
Minnesota.  A female  Blue  Grosbeak  was 
photographed  at  W.P.B.O.  and  remained 
15-18  May  (AB,  JMc,  m.  ob.).  Wisconsin 
also  had  a Blue  Grosbeak  11  & 17  May  in 
Milwaukee  (BBo,  JHu).  A possible  first  state 
record  in  Michigan  was  a first-year  male 
Lazuli  Bunting  photographed  19  May  in 
Ogemaw  (CMe,  GG,  KG,  AT);  the  report  is 
pending  M.B.R.C.  review.  Minnesota  also 
had  a male  Lazuli  Bunting  31  May  at  Blue 
Mounds  S.P.,  Rock  (KE).  A Painted  Bunting 
was  reported  29  May  at  Bruno,  Pine,  MN 
(TBu),  while  Wisconsin  reported  the 
species  13  May  in  Sheboygan  (SB).  Michi- 
gan had  one  19-20  May  near  KAnse,  Baraga 
(RHa,  LT)  and  another  16  May  in  Manistee 
(DKo,  BA).  Great-tailed  Crackles  were 
present  once  again  in  Minnesota:  reports 
came  26  Apr  from  Dakota  (JRy,  DMa,  AS), 
31  May+  from  Hills,  Rock  (KE  et  al.),  and 
from  several  other  locations  where  the  doc- 
umentation is  pending  review. 

Corrigenda:  From  N.A.B  56:  308 — the  cor- 
rect date  for  Ferruginous  Hawk  in  Duluth  is 
19  Apr.  In  N.A.B  56:  440 — the  mention  of  a 
territorial  Hooded  Warbler  in  Marathon,  W1 


was  in  error.  The  correct  information  is: 
“Hooded  Warblers  fledged  from  a nest  in 
Portage,  WI  18  Jul  (MBe).” 
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(DMa),  James  P.  Mattsson  (JMa),  John 
McDaniel  (JMc),  Jim  McGinity,  Cynthia 
Mead  (CMe),  Craig  A.  Menze  (CMn),  Ken 
Mettie,  Diane  Millard  (DMi),  Steve  Millard, 
Dan  Miller,  Kip  Miller  (KMi),  Brad  Murphy, 
j.  Musser  (JMu),  David  E Neitzel,  Gary 
Nelkie,  Tess  Nelkey,  Kent  Nickell,  Jim  Otto, 
DanPanetti,  Andy  Paulios,  Walter  Pawloski, 
Larry  Persico,  Mark  Peterson,  Henry  Pfiefer, 
Greg  Pietila,  Tom  Prestby,  Mike  Ramsden, 
Jack  Reinoehl  (Michigan),  Amber  Roth, 
Wayne  Rohde  (Wisconsin),  Marie  Rohrer, 
Jim  Ryan  (JRy),  Steve  Santner  (MSa),  Lilian 
Saul  (LSa),  Roger  J.  Schroeder  (RSc),  Carol 
Schumacher,  Erika  Sitz,  Tim  Smart,  Andrew 

D.  Smith,  R.  Martin  Smith,  Sally  Steele,  Mark 
Sparky  Stensaas  (MS),  Jeff  J.  Stephenson, 
jean  Strelka  (JSt),  Aaron  Stutz  (ASt),  Peder 
H.  Svingen  Minnesota,  Louis  Taccolini, 
Scott  Terry,  Daryl  Tessen,  Dan  Thimgan 
(DTh),  Sandy  Thimgan  (STh),  Carol  Tressel, 
Hank  Tressel,  Al  Turner,  Tom  A.  Tustison, 
Billy  J.  Unzen,  Don  Van  Duyse,  Steve  Veit  , 
Dick  Verch  (DVe),  Bill  Volkert,  Doug  Wass- 
mer,  Nancy  Weber,  Will  Weber,  Paula  West- 
away,  Keith  Westphal,  Tom  Wheeker 
(TWh),  Thomas  Wood,  Jon  Wuepper,  Lisa 
Zluticky.  @ 
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Spring  2003  was  “cool,”  “wet,”  and 
“late.”  Frequent  showers  from  southern 
Iowa  to  central  Missouri  provided  sig- 
nificant drought  relief,  filling  many  lakes  and 
ponds,  and  associated  birds  showed  good 
diversity  but  limited  numbers.  The  rains  did 
not  arrive  soon  enough  to  hold  migrant 
waterfowl,  and  most  divers  moved  on  early  in 
the  season.  The  winter  of  2002-2003  held  no 
Regional  invasions,  so  it  was  unsurprising 
that  spring  reports  of  irruptive  species  were 
nearly  nonexistent.  Passerine  migration  was 
lackluster  in  Missouri,  with  many  observers 
finding  small  numbers  of  expected  species.  In 
Iowa,  stormy  weather  to  the  north  grounded 
birds,  hence  the  widespread  impression  of 
“good”  warblering. 

Several  breeders  were  documented  at  new 
locations  or  expanded  numbers  from  years 
past.  A 120-km  Missouri  Current  River  sur- 
vey conducted  by  Mark  Robbins  tallied 
some  impressive  counts  over  a 10-day 
period — 29  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  204 
Acadian  Flycatchers,  570  Northern  Parulas, 
304  (male)  Cerulean  Warblers,  721  Ameri- 
can Redstarts,  29  Swainson’s  Warblers,  347 
Louisiana  Waterthrushes,  3 Connecticut 
Warblers,  and  17  Hooded  Warblers  among 
them. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

A Pacific  Loon  at  Saylorville,  I A 6 Apr  was  a 
one-day  wonder  (RC).  Three  first-spring 
Common  Loons  were  reported  at  Smithville 
L.,  MO  19  May  (Kathy  Lewis),  a late  date  for 
multiple  birds.  An  impressive  75  were  found 
on  L.  Springfield,  Dade  29  Mar  (X.  Nobies). 
Although  unrecorded  in  Missouri,  Iowa 
reported  7 Red-necked  and  10  Western 
Grebes  from  various  locations.  RM  lucked 
into  an  Anhinga  3 May  while  birding  the 
Kansas  side  of  the  Missouri  R.  near  Weston 
Bend,  MO.  Another  was  reported  in  a more 
likely  spot,  Ten  Mile  Pond,  Mississippi,  MO 
19  Apr  (LK).  Also  at  Ten  Mile  Pond  was  a 
Tricolored  Heron  29  Apr  (Shawn  Club).  An 
imm.  White  Ibis  was  called  into  the  hotline 
by  Four  Rivers  refuge  personnel,  Vernon, 
MO  12  May.  Scattered  White-faced  Ibis 
sightings  were  reported,  with  Missouri  bird- 
ers reporting  8 from  three  spots  and  Iowa 
birders  4. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Two  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
delighted  birders  at  Squaw  Cr.  26  Apr  (SD). 
The  Region’s  high  count  of  Snow  Geese 
came  from  Squaw  Cr.,  with  200,000  tallied 
15  Mar  (TR).  Ross’s  Goose  numbers  con- 
tinue to  increase,  with  an  amazing  Missouri 
count  of  77  birds  at  Squaw  Cr.  12  Mar  (TR). 
Iowa’s  numbers  were  equally  impressive, 
with  131  reported  23  Mar  in  Wayne  (AB) 
and  86  birds  at  Jester  Park,  Polk  6 Apr  (BE). 
Peak  Iowa  flights  of  92  Tundra  Swans  29 
Mar  at  Little  Wall  L.  (JD)  and  of  88  at  Zirbel, 
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Caro  Gordo  were  in  stark  contrast  to  Mis- 
souri’s zero.  Cinnamon  Teal  reports  were  up, 
with  3 Iowa  birds  and  4 in  Missouri.  Surf 
Scoters  were  the  most  common  scoter,  with 
five  Regional  reports.  Two  White-winged 
Scoters  were  at  Riverlands  7 Mar  (JU),  and  a 
female  was  noted  at  Saylorville  Res.,  I A 29- 
30  Mar  (AB,  BE).  The  Regions  only  Black 
Scoter  was  an  imm.  at  Big  L.,  Holt  MO  11 
Mar  (TR).  A pair  of  Long-tailed  Ducks  lin- 
gered at  Riverlands  over  the  winter,  last 
reported  15  Mar,  and  a drake  dazzled  dozens 
of  birders  6 Apr-23  May  near  Iowa  City  (JF). 
Becoming  somewhat  annual  in  both  states, 
single  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  dis- 
covered at  Riverlands  3 Mar  (Ed  McCul- 
lough) and  22  Mar  at  New  L.,  Woodbuiy,  1A 
(BH).  Two  late  female  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers were  reported  by  Jim  Zellmer  31 
May  at  Bean  L.,  Platte,  MO. 

A new  nesting  site  for  Osprey  was  discov- 
ered at  Runnells,  Marion,  1A  (AB).  West  Des 
Moines’s  Mississippi  Kites  were  first  reported 
9 May  OK)-  A Regional  high  of  12  Swain- 
sons Hawks  was  reported  near  Horseshoe  L., 
Buchanan,  MO  10  May  (MG).  An  imm. 
Golden  Eagle  was  spied  at  Swan  L.,  MO  7 
Mar  (SK).  Declining  significantly,  Ruffed 


Roger  D.  McNeill 

2520  Red  Bridge  Terrace 
Kansas  City,  Missouri  64131 
(Roger.D.McNeill@mail.sprint.com) 

Grouse  are  still  reported  in  scattered  Mis- 
souri locations.  A pair  on  a Henning  C.A. 
trail,  Taney  28  May  was  a surprise  (Fred 
Canton).  Greater  Prairie-Chickens  were 
reported  from  booming  grounds  across  the 
Region,  with  a significant  drop  in  numbers 
at  Prairie  State  Park.  Nearby  construction 
impacted  the  lek  negatively,  and  a high  of 
only  17  males  was  counted  displaying  from 
a flock  thought  to  number  50.  A high  of  20 
booming  males  was  at  Dunn  Ranch  22  Mar 
(LL).  Some  12  to  15  birds  (including 
females)  were  observed  near  Lockwood 
Golden  City  6 Apr  (m.  ob.),  and  20  birds 
were  at  the  Hi  Lonesome  lek  12  Apr  (JU). 
Iowa’s  flock  at  Kellerton,  Ringgold  peaked  at 
18  lekking  birds  (RC,  CE). 

The  Region’s  only  Yellow  Rail  was  seen  at 
Bradford  Farms,  Boone  MO  10  May  (PMc).  A 
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large  number  for  Missouri  was  a flock  of  60 
Sandhill  Cranes  spotted  flying  over  Mingo  4 
Mar  (Neal  Young).  Iowa  and  Missouri 
shared  reports  from  another  14  locations. 
Four  Whooping  Cranes  hatched  in  2002  at 
Necedah  N.W.R.  in  Wisconsin  flew  unseen 
over  ne.  Iowa  on  22  May,  exploring  as  far  w. 
as  Decorah,  Win-  


neshiek  before  turn- 
ing around  and  head- 
ing back  to  Wiscon- 


sin. 


SHOREBIRDS 

American  Golden- 
Plovers  moved 
through  the  Region 
on  schedule,  with  a 
high  of  150  birds  13 
Apr  at  Prairie  Slough, 
MO  (Scott  Schuette); 
Iowa’s  high  of  73 
came  from  Boone  5 
May  (AB).  Two 
Snowy  Plovers  were 


A pair  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  was  discovered  during 
the  Audubon  Society  of  Missouri's  spring  meeting  at  Squaw 
Creek  N.W.R.  on  26  April  2003.  Photograph  by  Dave  Easterla. 


discovered  at  Chilli- 


cothe  Wetlands,  Livingston,  MO  8 May  (SK), 
and  each  state  had  2 reports  of  Piping  Plover. 
Missouri’s  were  all  at  Squaw  Cr.,  2 on  6 May 
(DE)  and  one  12  May  (TR),  while  4 Iowa 
birds  were  at  MidAmerican  Ponds  7 May  (BP, 
LP)  and  3 more  on  17  May  at  Sweet  Marsh 
(RC).  Away  from  the  Missouri  Bootheel, 
Black-necked  Stilts  are  notable.  Two  single 
Iowa  birds  were  discovered,  one  5 May  at 
New  L.  (JD)  and  the  other  16  May  in  Clay 
(LS).  Twenty-eight  American  Avocets  made 
a good  spring  count  at  Smithville  L.  18  Apr 
(Chris  Valentine).  Nine  other  birds  were 
reported  from  six  additional  locations. 

Four  unidentified  yellowlegs  were 
reported  by  Doris  Fitchert  at  Pershing  Park, 
Linn,  MO  3 Mar,  early  for  either  species.  Two 
Whimbrels  at  Riverlands  25  May  were  found 
by  Dan  Kassebaum,  and  JL  reported  3 at 
Eagle  Bluffs,  Boone,  MO  29  May.  Iowa’s  only 
report  was  of  a bird  at  Cardinal  Marsh  27 
May  (DH).  Good  numbers  of  Hudsonian 
Godwits  were  reported  from  the  w.  fringe, 
with  a high  of  100  near  MidAmerican  Ponds 
10  May  (Janet  Greer).  Scattered  Marbled 
Godwits  were  found  at  seven  Iowa  locations, 
and  two  Missouri  reports  were  of  singles  at 
Riverlands. 

Iowa’s  2nd  earliest  Western  Sandpiper 
report  came  from  Hawkeye  13  Apr  (Janies 
Huntington).  Three  Missouri  singles  were 
reported,  all  from  the  w.  edge  of  the  state. 
Singles  were  at  Squaw  Cr.  4 Apr  (TR)  and  6 
May  (DE);  another  was  detected  at  Schcll- 
Osage,  MO  29  Apr  (PM).  Iowa  reported  an 
early  White-rumped  Sandpiper  26  Apr  at 
Diehl  (AB);  300  was  a Regional  high  count 
at  Squaw  Cr.  8 May  (TR).  A single-day  high 
of  120  Dunlin  was  counted  upstream  of  the 
Riverlands  dam  25  May  (Mike  Grant).  Sev- 


enty-two Wilson’s  Snipe  at  Squaw  Cr.  2 Apr 
(TR,  j.  Greer)  and  at  Amana  L.,  I A 12  Apr 
(CE)  were  the  Regions  best  snipe  hunts.  A 
very  early  female  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
reported  by  Dave  Silverman  at  Squaw  Cr.  18 
Mar.  With  the  large  number  of  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  reported  this  season — 1025  from 
Squaw  Cr.  10  May 
(DE) — it  is  not  sur- 
- prising  that  a few  Red- 
necked Phalaropes 
would  be  sorted  out, 
some  6 in  Iowa  and  3 
in  Missouri. 

Good  gull  diversity 
was  reported,  but 
mostly  singles  or  small 
numbers.  A Laughing 
Gull  at  Riverlands  18 
May  (DB)  stayed  a 
week.  Rare  in  the  e., 
Riverlands  hosted  1 1 
Franklin’s  Gulls  11 
May  (BR),  mostly  ads. 
in  pink  alternate  plumage.  Iowa’s  two 
reports  of  Little  Gull  were  a first-year  bird 
21-23  Apr  at  Coralville  Res.  (Mike  Dooley) 
and  an  ad.  29  Apr  at  Spirit  L.  (ET);  both  are 
under  committee  review.  An  ad.  Black- 
headed Gull  was  present  again  10-12  Apr  at 
Spirit  L.,  I A (LS).  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  lingered 
longer  than  usual,  with  an  alternate- 
plumaged  bird  at  Bean  L.  15  May  (LL)  and  a 
bird  still  in  winter  dress  at  Riverlands  25 
May  (BR).  Five  “messy”  first-summer  Her- 
ring Gulls  stayed  until  25  May  at  Riverlands 
(BR).  A first-year  Thayer’s  Gull  was  Iowa’s 
3rd  latest  record  at  Red  Rock  8 Apr  (AB).  An 
ad.  Iceland  Gull  was  reported  2 Mar  from 
Riverlands  (JM),  and  a first-year  Glaucous 
Gull  was  recorded  late  at  Red  Rock,  IA  8 Apr 
(AB).  Up  to  2 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  found  at  Riverlands  2 Mar  (DB),  and 
Iowa  had  its  2nd  latest  report  of  an  ad.  at 
Coralville  Res.  10  Apr  (JF).  Riverlands  held 
all  of  the  Region’s  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls,  with  birds  reliably  seen  most  of  the 
late  winter  and  early  spring.  A first-winter 
bird  1 Mar  (JM)  was  later  joined  by  another 
first-winter  and  a second-winter  bird  later 
the  same  weekend  (JU).  Ten  Mile  Pond  was 
flooded  22  May,  much  to  the  liking  of  75 
Least  Terns  (LK).  Iowa  had  3 return  to  the 
MidAmerican  Ponds  10  May  (BP,  LP).  The 
Region’s  high  of  140  Black  Terns  was  at 
Squaw  Cr.  12  May  (TR). 

Missouri’s  only  Greater  Roadrunners  were 
reported  from  Polk  on  24  & 27  May  at  Hen- 
ning C.A.  (Bo  Brown;  J&PM).  Only  a single 
Barn  Owl  was  reported  this  season,  that 
being  in  Tama,  I A 26  Apr  (AB).  Very  unusual 
in  the  Region,  a Burrowing  Owl  was  discov- 
ered 13  May  at  Fremont,  IA  (SJD).  Absent 
from  many  of  their  usual  haunts,  5 Long- 
eared Owls  were  at  Iowa’s  Swan  L.,  Carroll  5 


Mar  (RT),  and  10  birds  were  found  s.  of 
Chillicothe,  MO  21  Mar  (LL,  SK).  The  day 
before,  the  same  duo  found  3 Short-eared 
Owls  in  the  same  area.  Iowans  reported  7 
Short-eared  Owls  from  three  spots  during 
the  last  week  of  Mar.  Five  Iowa  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  were  seen  from  four  loca- 
tions in  Mar. 

Empidonax  flycatchers  were  reported  in 
strong  numbers,  with  many  migrants  linger- 
ing very  late  into  May.  Late  reports  of  Yel- 
low-bellied, Least,  and  Alder  Flycatchers 
came  from  both  states.  Western  Kingbirds 
continued  their  e.  push,  with  reports  wide- 
spread from  e.  Missouri.  A Warren  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  was  spotted  2 May  (MO), 
and  a pair  returned  to  the  Kansas  City  Inter- 
national Airport  this  spring,  representing  the 
northernmost  known  Missouri  nesting  loca- 
tion (RM).  Fish  Crows  keep  pushing  n.  and 
w.;  one  in  residential  Kansas  City  9 Apr  was 
a surprise  (RM),  and  a single  bird  10  May  at 
Weston  Bend  (MG)  represented  the  season’s 
northernmost  sighting. 

Possibly  Missouri’s  bird  of  the  season  was 
a male  Mountain  Bluebird  discovered  at 
Taberville  S.R,  MO  26  Mar  (J&PM).  Unfor- 
tunately, this  bird  was  not  rediscovered.  The 
report  is  under  review  by  the  Missouri 
Records  Committee.  A single  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  was  found  30  Mar  near  Cherokee, 
I A (Dick  Bierman).  Hermit  Thrushes  are 
rarely  reported  in  double  digits,  so  25  birds 
reported  by  John  Berger  at  the  Tower  Grove, 
MO  bubbler  14  Apr  were  exceptional.  An 
overwintering  Varied  Thrush  at  Sioux 
Rapids,  IA  was  last  seen  8 Mar  (Megan 
Whitaker).  Sprague’s  Pipit  is  rarely  reported 
in  the  spring,  and  years  may  go  by  with  no 
reports.  A bird  5 Apr  near  L.  Contrary,  MO 
(LL)  and  2 at  Taberville  S.P  26  Mar  (SD) 
were  the  first  in  several  years.  A single 
Bohemian  Waxwing  was  spied  at  Marble 
Beach,  Spirit  L.  11  Mar  (LS). 


i 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

For  at  least  the  4th  year  in  a row,  a male 
Brewster’s  Warbler  returned  to  Weston 
Bend  7 May  (Nancy  Leo)  and  lingered 
throughout  the  period.  A good  find  for  w. 
Missouri  was  a male  Cape  May  Warbler  17 
May  at  Bluff  Woods  C.A.  (LL).  Iowa  counts 
of  30  on  17  May  at  Sweet  Marsh  (MK,  RC) 
and  10  on  20  May  at  Eagle  L.  (MK,  RG) 
were  much  higher  than  normal.  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  missing  from 
Missouri,  but  Iowa  reported  3 — a male  9 
May  at  Walnut  Woods  (Denny  Thompson), 
a 15  May  female  at  Mason  City  (CF,  RG), 
and  an  Emmet  male  15  May  (DH).  An 
Audubon’s  Warbler  was  documented  11 
May  at  Ledges  S.P,  Boone,  I A (MO),  and  a 
late  Myrtle  Warber  was  found  31  May  at 
Algona  (MK).  Pine  Warblers  are  rare  in  the 
glaciated  plains  of  Missouri;  therefore,  a 


— 
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first-year  female  was  a good  find  11  Apr  at 
Fountain  Grove,  MO  (LL).  A Prairie  War- 
bler discovered  at  Watkins’s  Mill,  MO  in  the 
3rd  week  of  May  was  seen  throughout  the 
season  (Kristy  Mayo).  A record-early  Iowa 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  discovered  4 
Apr  at  Lacey-Keosququa  (ChF).  Weston 
Bend  appears  to  be  the  n.  breeding  Missouri 
limit  for  Cerulean  Warbler,  and  4 males 
returned  this  year  (WT).  An  out-of-range 
Cerulean  in  Iowa  was  seen  22  May  at  Bacon 
Creek  Park  (GV). 

In  addition  to  the  Current  R.  Swainson’s 
Warblers,  Missouri  birds  were  reported  at 
the  Greer  Springs  Campground  31  May 
(Mark  Mittleman)  and  at  Roaring  River  S.P., 
Barry  27  Apr  (Lisa  Berger).  Connecticut 
Warblers,  when  found,  are  often  one  of  the 
latest  migrants  of  the  spring;  surprisingly 
early  was  a singing  male  found  26  Apr  at 
Springfield,  MO  (PMc).  Iowa  and  Missouri 
reported  9 and  6 additional  birds,  respec- 
tively. A very  good  count  of  10  Mourning 
Warblers  came  from  Weston  Bend  17  May 
(WT).  North  of  its  usual  Missouri  nesting 
range,  a Hooded  Warbler  was  found  at 
Watkins  Mill  S.R  2 May  (Steve  Dillinger), 
and  an  Iowa  overshoot  was  seen  22  May  in 
Emmet  (DH).  Iowa  tied  its  earliest-ever 
Canada  Warbler  with  a 9 May  bird  at  Lacey- 
Keosauqua  S.P.  (RC).  Five  singing  birds 


along  a half-km  stretch  of  the  Blue  R.  in 
Kansas  City  made  Missouri’s  seasonal  high 
18  May  (RM). 

Only  2 Spotted  Towhees  were  reported 
this  season,  a 13  May  Missouri  bird  from  a 
suburban  Kansas  City  yard  (RM)  and  an 
Iowa  bird  8 May  at  Owego  Wetlands  (GV). 
Eighteen  Clay-colored  Sparrows  in  a mixed 
Spizella  flock  made  a nice  find  in  Kansas 
City  9 May  (RM,  MG).  Mike  Bradley  found 
Missouri’s  only  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  off  the 
Epstein  Prairie  Trail  in  sw.  St.  Louis  9 Mar. 
Just  three  reports  came  from  Iowa:  30  Mar  in 
Johnson  (CE),  11  Apr  at  Pinchey  Bottoms, 
Marion  (AB),  and  27  Apr  at  Eagle  L.,  Kossuth 
(MK).  Surely  also  more  common  than 
records  would  suggest,  2 Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  at  Squaw  Cr.  13  May  (TR) 
and  one  bird  at  Dunn  Ranch  15  May  (Brad 
Jacobs)  were  all  that  Missouri  reported.  A 
late  singing  Nelson’s  was  seen  28  May  at 
Cardinal  Marsh,  IA  (PH).  Over  60  Smith’s 
Longspurs  were  reported  from  four  Iowa 
locations  this  spring  (m.  ob.). 

A wintering  Black-headed  Grosbeak  in 
Des  Moines,  1A  was  last  reported  28  Mar 
(ChF).  A few  Missouri  Lazuli  Buntings  were 
reported  this  season,  among  them  a transi- 
tional bird  11  May  at  Bluff  Woods  C.A. 
(J&PM),  while  in  Iowa,  singles  were  found 
15  May  at  Algona  (MK)  and  at  Spirit  L. 


20-24  May  (ET).  Last  year’s  Katy  Trail 
Painted  Bunting  was  back  in  St.  Charles,  MO 
(m.  ob.).  A wildly  out-of-range  male 
Hooded  Oriole  was  photographed  25  May  at 
the  Meiencke  feeder  in  ne.  Blackhawk,  1A;  it 
is  currently  under  review  by  the  Iowa 
Records  Committee. 

Additional  Species  under  review  by  the 
states’  records  committees:  Iowa:  Little 
Gull,  Ruff,  Common  Raven,  Fish  Crow.  Mis- 
souri: Lazuli  Bunting. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Aaron  Brees,  David  Becher,  Ray  Cum- 
mins, Steve  Dilks  (SD),  Jim  Dinsmore, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore  (SJD),  Dave  Easterla, 
Chris  Edwards,  Berry  Engebretsen,  Carolyn 
Fischer  (CF),  Chuck  Fuller  (ChF),  Jim 
Fuller,  Matt  Gearheart,  Jay  Gilliam,  Rita 
Goranson,  Dennis  Hendrickson,  Paul 
Hertzel,  Bill  Huser,  Tom  Johnson,  Matt 
Kenne,  Tom  Kent,  Joseph  Kennedey,  Steve 
Kinder,  Leslie  Koller,  Larry  Lade,  Jean 
Leonatti,  Jim  Malone,  Paul  McKenzie  (PMc) 
Roger  McNeill,  Jo  Ann  and  Pete  Moroz 
(J&PM),  Mike  Overton,  Babs  Padelford, 
Loren  Padelford,  Tommie  Rogers,  Bill  Rowe, 
Lee  Schoenewe,  Will  Chatfield-Taylor,  Ed 
Thelen,  Rob  Thelen,  Josh  Uffman,  Gerald 
Von  Ehwegen,  Doug  Willis.  © 
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The  season  began  milder  than  normal, 
but  a period  of  wet  weather  from  mid- 
April  through  the  first  half  of  May  was 
partly  responsible  for  cooler-than-average 
temperatures  for  the  latter  two  months.  Pre- 
cipitation was  close  to  normal  other  than 
during  a four-week  period  surrounding  the 
first  of  May.  As  a result,  rivers  and  reservoirs 
remained  higher  than  normal  through  the 
end  of  May.  Passerine  migration  was  excep- 
tional in  the  western  portion  of  the  two 
states,  especially  in  Land  Between  the  Lakes 
National  Recreation  Area,  but  considered 
poor  by  observers  in  many  other  areas.  High- 
lights included  “firsts”  in  each  state  and  a 
modest  sprinkling  of  rare  but  not  totally 
unexpected  strays.  Consistent  with  the  dis- 
mal winter  for  northern  irruptive  species,  few 
were  reported  during  spring  migration. 

Abbreviations:  Eagle  L.  (Eagle  L.  W.M.A., 
Shelby , TN),  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms, 
including  the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw. 
Shelby,  TN),  Radnor  (Radnor  L.  State  Nat- 
ural Area,  Nashville,  TN),  Sauerheber 
(Sauerheber  Unit  of  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hen- 
derson, KY),  Shelby  Forest  (Shelby  Forest, 
Shelby , TN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

Rare  for  the  Region  was  a Red-throated  Loon 


on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall , KY  22-25  Mar 
(ph.  BPB,  HC).  An  imm.  Red-necked  Grebe 
at  Boone  L.,  TN  18  Apr  & 6-16  May  (RK  et 
al.)  was  apparently  injured.  An  Eared  Grebe 
at  Center  Hill  L.,  TN  12  Apr  (PaC,  CW,  tSS, 
m.  ob.)  furnished  a very  rare  spring  record 
for  the  Region;  6 of  S.  Holston  L.,  TN’s 
anomalous  wintering  population  were  last 
seen  14  Apr  (WC).  A Brown  Pelican  on  the 
Tennessee  R.,  Hamilton , TN  20-25  May  (GS, 
m.  ob.)  represented  the  2nd  county  record 
and  one  of  only  a handful  for  the  Region.  An 
Anhinga  flying  over  Shelby  Forest  10  May 
(tWRP)  represented  the  only  report  for  the 
Region  this  spring. 

An  overwintering  Great  Egret  at  Shelby 
Farms,  Shelby , TN  continued  through  3 Mar 
(WRP).  A Snowy  Egret  at  Hatchie  N.W.R., 
TN  23  Mar  (MTOS)  was  very  early.  A Tricol- 
ored Heron  at  S.  Holston  L.  26-27  Apr  (WC 
et  al.)  furnished  only  the  3rd  record  for  ne. 
Tennessee;  another  was  found  in  Dyer,  TN 
30-31  May  (ph.  JRW,  m.  ob.).  Ibis  are  rare 
anytime  in  the  Region,  so  a Glossy  in  Dyer, 
TN  28-31  May  (S&RS,  tJRW,  m.  ob.)  was 
noteworthy.  An  imm.  Roseate  Spoonbill  in 
Hamilton  31  May-4  Jun  (JN,  m.  ob.)  was  a 
first  for  se.  Tennessee  and  remarkable  for 
spring. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Whistling-ducks  are  exceptionally  rare  in 
the  Region,  but  the  appearance  of  both 
species  in  nw.  Tennessee  in  May  was 
unprecedented!  Up  to  11  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  were  observed  regularly 
1 0-3 1 May+  at  several  locations  in  Lake  and 
Dyer  (WGC,  ph.  JRW,  m.  ob.).  Likewise,  up 
to  9 Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  found 
at  three  locations  in  Dyer  25-31  May+  (KL, 
JRW,  NM,  m.  ob.). 

About  7000  Snow  Geese  were  still  in  w. 
Fulton,  KY  16  Mar  (HC,  RD).  Ross’s  Geese 
were  reported  regularly  in  w.  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  through  mid-Mar;  elsewhere,  one 
in  s.  Warren,  KY  3 Mar  (DR),  one  in  s.  Ohio, 
KY  7 Mar  (DR),  4 at  Eagle  Bend,  Anderson, 
TN  6-7  Mar  (NeM),  3 at  Cove  Lake  S.R,  TN 
9 Mar  (RH  et  al.),  one  in  Hardin,  TN  17  Mar 
(DS  et  al),  and  one  in  Bradley,  TN  25-26 
Mar  (DC)  were  indicative  of  the  species’ 
continuing  increase  in  the  Region.  Winter- 
ing Tundra  Swans  at  Sauerheber  were  last 
seen  13  Mar  (MMn);  2 imrns.  were  at  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Calloway,  KY  1-8  Mar  (HC  et  ah). 
Ten  swans  observed  in  flight  near  Mt.  Ster- 
ling, KY  15  Mar  were  unconfirmed  to 
species  but  thought  to  be  Tundras  (GR). 

With  a few  exceptions,  duck  movements 
were  normal.  One  to  4 Surf  Scoters  were 
reported  from  three  Kentucky  and  three  Ten- 
nessee locations  3 Mar-2  May.  Single  White- 
winged Scoters  were  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Camp- 
bell, KY  2 (DMr)  & 17  Mar  (LB)  and  in 
Carter,  TN  27  Mar  (GW).  A female  Hooded 
Merganser  with  7 ducklings  at  Kyker  Bot- 
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toms,  Blount  10  May  (BS)  represent  one  of 
only  a few  breeding  records  for  e.  Tennessee. 

A White-tailed  Kite,  one  of  only  a few 
Regional  records,  was  present  at  Ft.  Camp- 
bell, Montgomery,  TN  7-8  Apr  (tDM,  m. 
ob.).  Single  extralimital  Mississippi  Kites 
were  observed  at  the  Duck  River 
Unit  of  Tennessee  N.W.R.  27  Apr 
(JSD,  CS),  in  Ohio,  KY  1 May 
(DR),  and  at  Sauerheber  9 May 
(BY).  One  to  2 Merlins  were 
reported  from  five  Kentucky  and 
two  Tennessee  locations  1 
Mar-30  Apr. 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Yellow  Rail  in  e.  Jefferson  1-2 
Apr  (tBPB)  represented  a first 
spring  record  for  Kentucky.  Com- 
mon Moorhens  continue  to  be 
irregular  in  the  Region;  one  to  2 
were  present  in  Union,  KY  5-31 
May+  (BPB  et  al.),  and  another 
was  in  Murfreesboro,  TN  18  May 
(TW). 

Mild  late-winter  weather 
resulted  in  a few  early  arrival 
dates  for  shorebirds,  and  unset- 
tled weather  during  late  Apr  and 
early  May  resulted  in  some  decent 
fallouts.  The  following  were 
unusually  early:  American 
Golden-Plover  at  McElroy  L., 

Warren,  KY  4 Mar  (DR),  Serni- 
palmated  Plover  at  Eagle  L.  15 
Mar  (JRW),  Spotted  Sandpiper  in 
Campbell,  KY  31  Mar  (FR), 

Upland  Sandpiper  at  Shelby 
Farms,  Shelby,  TN  12  Mar  (JRW),  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  in  s.  Ohio,  KY  1 Mar  (BPB  et  al.), 
Stilt  Sandpiper  (4)  at  Hatchie  N.W.R. , TN  23 
Mar  (M.T.O.S.),  and  Wilsons  Phalarope  in 
Hardin,  TN  17  Mar  (DS  et  al.).  In  contrast,  2 
American  Golden-Plovers  in  Lake,  TN  31 
May  (]RW  et  al.)  were  unusually  late. 

Record  or  noteworthy  spring  counts 
included  17  Black-bellied  Plovers  in  Tipton, 
TN  11  May  (JRW),  40  American  Avocets  in 
w.  Caldwell,  KY  1 May  (J&PN),  20  American 
Avocets  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  Davidson,  TN  15 
May  (RL),  191  White-rumped  Sandpipers  at 
Ensley  17  May  (JRW),  and  522  Dunlin  in 
Dyer  and  Lake,  TN  24  May  (JRW  et  al). 

It  was  a good  spring  for  some  of  the  less 
common  migrant  shorebirds.  One  to  40 
American  Avocets  were  reported  from  one 
Kentucky  and  three  Tennessee  locations  5 
Apr-15  May.  One  to  43  Willets  were 
reported  on  four  occasions  from  four  Ten- 
nessee locations  and  on  eight  occasions  from 
five  Kentucky  locations  25  Apr-27  May.  A 
Whimbrel  at  Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane, 
TN  18  May  (FB,  m.  ob.)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  Marbled  Godwits,  rare  in  the 
Region,  were  reported  as  follows:  one  each  at 


Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan,  KY  (ph. 
LKo)  and  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Lake, 
TN  (ph.  JRW  et  al.)  26  Apr;  2 flying  n.  over 
L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  28  Apr  (MM,  tBPB); 
and  one  at  Ensley  11  May  (tCB,  VR).  One 
to  2 Ruddy  Turnstones  were  found  at  two 


Whistling-ducks,  scarce  vagrants  to  Tennessee,  put  on  quite  a show  in 
northwestern  Tennessee  in  spring  2003.  Up  to  11  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks,  including  those  shown  here,  were  seen  regularly 
at  several  locations  in  Lake  County  and  Dyer  County  10-31  May  2003 
and  into  June.  Up  to  9 Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  also  found  in 
Dyer  County  25  May  and  later.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


These  Surf  Scoters  in  Boone  County,  Kentucky  18  April  2003  were 
part  of  a modest  spring  movement  through  the  Tennessee 

& Kentucky  Region.  Photograph  by  Lana  Hays. 


Tennessee  and  two  Kentucky  locations  7-27 
May.  One  to  4 Sanderlings  were  reported 
from  one  Kentucky  and  two  Tennessee  loca- 
tions 2-24  May.  One  to  4 Bairds  Sandpipers, 
rare  to  uncommon  spring  migrants,  were 
reported  from  two  locations  in  w.  Tennessee 
and  three  locations  in  e.  Tennessee  10-25 
May.  Two  Ruffs  were  found  in  Tennessee:  a very 
early  ad.  male  in  Hardin  17  Mar  (tDS  et  al.)  and  a 
female  at  Eagle  L.  23  Apr  (JRW).  A female  Red- 
necked Phalarope  was 
at  Ensley  17-18  May 
(ph.  JRW  et  al.). 


GULLS  THROUGH 
CUCKOOS 

There  were  four  reports  of 
single  Laughing  Gulls:  a 
first-year  bird  on  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  16  Apr 
(ph.  BPB),  an  ad.  below 
Barkley  Dam,  Lyon,  KY  25 
Apr  (BL),  and  single  ads. 
on  the  Ohio  R.,  Boone,  KY 
(LM,  JC)  and  in  Lake,  TN 
(MT,  TJRW  et  al.)  10  May. 
One  to  4 Franklins  Gulls 


Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  are  now  annual 
breeders  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region, 
though  this  lone  female  in  Fulton  County, 
Kentucky  12  May  2003  appeared  to  be  a 
transient.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


were  reported  from  four  Kentucky  locations 
16  Apr-8  May  (BPB,  MM,  JD).  A second- 
year  California  Gull  at  Kentucky  Dam  Vil- 
lage State  Park,  Marshall,  KY  7 May  (TBPB, 
TJD)  furnished  Kentucky’s  5th  and  the 
Region’s  6th  record.  One  to  4 Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  observed  on  L.  Barkley 
and  Kentucky  L.  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
s.  to  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin,  TN  as  late  as  8 
Apr.  An  exceptional  collection  of  large  gulls 
at  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin,  TN  2 Mar 
included  an  imm.  Thayer’s  (ph.  JRW),  4 
Lesser  Black-backed  (ph.  JRW),  and  an  imm. 
Glaucous  (ph.  JRW).  Always  a rare  find  in 
the  Region,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  S. 
Holston  L.,  TN  19  Apr  (LaM,  ph.  DN,  m. 
ob.)  was  exceptional  for  two  reasons:  it  fur- 
nished the  first  spring  record  for  the  Region, 
and  it  represents  one  of  only  a few  records  of 
an  ad.  bird. 

A Caspian  Tern  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  29 
Mar  (BY)  established  a new  early  arrival  date 
for  the  Region  by  one  day.  Common  Terns 
passed  through  the  Region  in  typically  small 
numbers,  although  a dock  of  60+  below 
Newburgh  Dam,  Henderson,  KY  5 May  was 
noteworthy  (BPB,  MM). 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Hickman,  Ful- 
ton, KY  6-7  May  represented  a 3rd  state  and 
5th  Regional  record  (ph.  BPB,  MM,  LM,  ph. 
MT).  One  to  2 Black-billed  Cuckoos  were 
reported  from  six  Kentucky  and  three  Ten- 
nessee locations  27  Apr-31  May.  One  was 
seen  carrying  food  in  Lake,  TN  30-31  May 
(JRW,  NM). 

NIGHTHAWK  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A record-early  Common  Nighthawk  for 
Kentucky  was  reported  at  Lexington  18  Mar 
(SM,  RB).  An  ad.  female  Rufous  Humming- 
bird was  banded  in  Hamilton,  TN  22  Mar 
(CF,  TBSa).  The  second-year  male  Allen’s 
Hummingbird  present  in  TN  since 

late  Dec  remained  through  5 Mar  (ph.  KH). 
A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  in  Cheatham,  TN 
10  May  (ST,  CGD)  was  late. 

A Least  Flycatcher  and  a Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher  along  Walnut  Log  Rd.,  Obion,  TN 
25  May  (JRW  et  al.)  were 
relatively  late  for  Ten- 
nessee. Western  Kingbirds 
continued  their  expansion 
at  Ensley,  with  at  least  5 
ads.  and  two  nests 
observed  17-31  May+  (ph. 
JRW).  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catchers continue  to 
increase  in  the  Region. 
Kentucky  saw  reports  of 
one  to  2 birds  in  no  fewer 
than  five  locations.  A bird 
found  in  Bourbon  in  the  n.- 
cen.  part  of  the  state  27 
Apr  (ph.  G&NE)  turned 
out  to  be  the  male  of  a pair 
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that  has  been  present  for  three  years  (fide 
SW).  In  Tennessee,  single  birds  were 
reported  in  Oakland  30  Apr  (DY)  and  Stew- 
art 10  May  QCR):  while  a nest  was  found  in 
Mahon,  where  3 birds  were  present  27 
Apr-31  May+  (EC,  DG). 

A White-eyed  Vireo  at  Shelby  Forest  17 
Mar  (DP)  was  an  early  county  record.  A 
Blue-headed  Vireo  in  e.  Pulaski,  KY  18  Mar 
was  a new  early  state  date  by  three  days 
(RD).  A Warbling  Vireo  at  the  Craven’s 
House  Unit  of  Chickamauga  National  Mili- 
tary Park,  Hamilton  (DJ,  RJH,  JN)  furnished 
only  the  2nd  se.  Tennessee  record  in  10 


This  White-winged  Dove  in  Fulton  County  6-7  May  2003 
was  Kentucky's  third  and  the  Region's  fifth. 
Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


years.  A Philadel- 
phia Vireo  heard  and 
seen  in  Calloway, 

KY  23  Apr  was 
exceptionally  early 
(KCo). 

Continuing  a 
trend  of  the  past  few 
years,  2 Fish  Crows 
were  reported  from 
Chester  Frost  S.P., 
Hamilton,  TN  10 
May  (DJ,  RJH).  A 
Common  Raven 
nest  discovered  in 
Sullivan,  TN  in  Apr 
furnished  a first 
county  nest  record;  2 
birds  in  Campbell,  TN  30 
Mar  and  15  Apr  (NeM) 
were  an  encouraging  sign 
for  the  Cumberland 
Plateau  region,  where 
this  species  has  only 
recently  reappeared.  Two 
Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallows  in  Marshall,  KY 
14  Mar  (vt.  BY)  estab- 
lished a new  early  state 
date  by  one  day;  a Bank 
Swallow  in  Lake,  TN  5 
Apr  (JRW)  was  relatively 
early. 


This  first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  at  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin 
County,  Tennessee  2 March  2003  was  part  of  an  exceptional 
collection  of  gulls  that  also  included  4 Lesser  Black-backeds 
and  one  first-winter  Thayer's.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


This  Marbled  Godwit  in  Rowan  County,  Kentucky  26  April  2003  was  the  easternmost  of 
several  spring  records  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region.  Photograph  by  Lew  Kornman. 


WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

A Brewsters  Warbler 
(Golden-winged  x Blue-winged  hybrid)  was 
observed  in  hand  Between 
the  Fakes,  Trigg,  KY  9 May 
(BF).  The  following  war- 
blers were  exceptionally 
early;  Northern  Parula  at 
Shelby  Forest  17  Mar  (DP) 
and  in  Lyon,  KY  29  Mar 
(BY);  Blackburnian  in 
Davidson,  TN  7 Apr  (FK); 
Black-and-white  in  Peny, 
TN  16  Mar  (AV)  and 
Wolfe,  KY  22  Mar  (FR) 
(latter  a new  early  state 
date);  and  Kentucky  in 
Whitley,  KY  5 Apr  (MV). 
A Magnolia  Warbler  at 
Radnor  30  May  (PC,  FF) 
was  close  to  a record-late 
date  for  Tennessee.  Con- 
necticut Warblers  are 
uncommon  to  rare  in  e. 
and  w.  Tennessee,  so  two 
reports  of  one  to  2 birds  in 
both  e.  and  w.  Tennessee 
were  noteworthy. 

Two  singing  Henslow’s 
Sparrows  in  Henry  1-20 


Black-legged  Kittiwakes  are  very  rare  in  the 
Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region,  but  this  adult 
bird  at  South  Holston  L.,  Tennessee  19  April 
2003  was  doubly  exceptional:  it  furnished  a 
Region-first  spring  record,  and  it  is  one  of  only  a 
few  adult  birds  ever  documented  in  the  Region. 
Photograph  by  Dexter  Newman. 


May  (MT)  are  evidence 
of  that  species’  contin- 
uing expansion  in  Ten- 
nessee. A few  Fe 
Conte’s  Sparrows  lin- 
gered in  both  states 
through  at  least  8 Apr. 
A male  Painted 
Bunting  on  territory  in 
w.  Fulton  30  Apr-31 
May+  represents  the 
first  fully-documented 
record  for  Kentucky 
(ph.  BPB,  ph.  MM,  m. 
ob.);  another  in  Hamil- 
ton, TN  4-17  Apr  (MF, 
m.  ob.)  furnished  a 3rd 
county  record.  A Dickcissel 
in  Wynnburg,  Lake,  TN  1 
Mar  (NM,  JRW)  may  have 
wintered. 
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Daniel  Moss,  Dexter  Newman,  Judy  New- 
some,  John  & Phyllis  Niemi,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  W.  Robert  Peeples  (w.  Ten- 
nessee), Dick  Preston,  Frank  Renfrow,  Vir- 
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Strong  fronts  on  9 and  25  April  produced 
significant  groundings  of  Neotropical 
migrants  along  the  Gulf  coast.  Other- 
wise, the  weather  was  uneventful.  Early  and 
late  records  for  various  areas  of  the  Region 
were  too  numerous  to  note  individually. 

Abbreviations:  C.EH.  (Craig  Fish  Hatchery, 
AR);  F.S.M.  (Florida  State  Museum); 
EW.B.S.E  (Ft.  Walton  Beach  Spray  Fields, 
FL);  L.S.U.M.N.S.  (Louisiana  State  Univer- 
sity Museum  of  Natural  Science). 

LOONS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Three  Pacific  Loons,  rare  in  the  Region,  were 
in  Escambia,  FL  23  May  (RAD,  LRD).  An 
excellent  count  of  124  Common  Loons 
came  from  the  Birmingham  area  29  Apr 
(GDJ,  DGJ).  An  Eared  Grebe  in  Oktibbeha, 
MS  7 Apr  (IS)  was  the  2nd  spring  record  for 
the  area.  Farther  e.  was  one  in  Lee,  AL  22-29 
Mar  (TH,  m.  ob.).  A Band-ramped  Storm- 
Petrel  was  found  offshore  from  Pensacola  13 
Apr  (*ES.M.).  Single  Brown  Pelicans  were 
unusual  in  Covington,  AL  17  Apr  (JTG)  and 
in  Little  Rock  22  Apr  (CB).  A Neotropic 
Cormorant,  accidental  in  the  state,  was  dis- 
covered in  Humphreys,  MS  28  Feb  (GK,  SK) 
and  seen  through  7 Mar  (TS,  SjD,  m.  ob.). 
The  species  continues  its  expansion  to  the  n. 
and  e.  of  its  normal  sw.  Louisiana  range,  as 
documented  by  several  sightings  along  the 
tie.  edge  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  during  Apr 
(DLD).  Tricolored  Herons,  uncommon  at 
inland  locations  in  spring,  were  reported 
from  Carroll,  AR  25  May  (PV),  Oktibbeha  26 
Apr  (TS,  MS),  and  Yazoo  N.W.R.,  MS  7 May 
(SJD,  PB).  The  only  report  of  Reddish  Egret 
came  from  Lafourche,  LA  5 Apr  (PAW,  CCS). 
Among  several  Cattle  Egrets  using  a rig  off 
Louisiana  as  a rest  stop  during  May  was  one 
seen  eating  a Black-and-white  Warbler  22 
May  (NR).  White  Ibis  are  probably  estab- 
lished nesters  in  White,  AR,  as  indicated  by 
48  birds  24  May  (KN,  LN).  White-faced  Ibis, 
rare  in  Mississippi,  were  at  Coldwater  R. 
N.W.R.,  with  4 seen  on  5 Apr  and  2 on  4 
May  (GK,  SK). 

The  4 Trumpeter  Swans  that  wintered  in 
Okaloosa  stayed  through  2 Mar.  This  would 
be  a first  state  record  for  Florida.  The  Tun- 
dra/Trumpeter Swan  found  at  Noxubee 
N.W.R.,  MS  during  the  winter  season  stayed 
through  29  Mar  (TS  et  al.).  A Ross’s  Goose, 
rare  but  becoming  more  regular  in  Alabama, 

: was  seen  in  Colbert  21  Mar  (SAW)  through  2 

Apr  (DJS).  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
were  reported  in  small  numbers  from  Missis- 
sippi and  from  Cameron  to  New  Orleans  in 
Louisiana,  highlighted  by  an  extraordinary 
count  of  500-600  in  Jefferson  Davis  2 Apr 
(DPM).  Mottled  Ducks  continued  their 
expansion  inland,  as  indicated  by  reports 
from  the  upper  Atchafalaya  Basin  in  Apr  and 
May,  with  a high  count  of  13  reported  7 May 
(SWC,  DLD),  including  a pair  with  2 chicks 
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and  a hen  being  courted  by  2 male  Mallards. 
A Cinnamon  Teal  was  at  Bald  Knob  N.W.R., 
AR  5-12  Apr  (KN,  LN).  Surf  Scoters  were 
present  at  Holly  Beach,  LA  12  Apr  (JPK,  JK) 
until  11  May  (PC),  with  a high  of  14  on  the 
12th.  Two  White-winged  Scoters,  the  rarest 
of  the  scoters  in  the  Region,  were  reported 
from  Fort  Pickens,  FL  25  Apr  (LRD,  StS). 

Unusual  reports  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
were  of  4 in  Concordia,  LA  16  Apr  (JOC),  one 
in  St.  Landry,  LA  30  May  (JH),  one  in  Perry, 
MS  27  Apr  (SS),  and  one  carrying  nesting 
material  in  Baldwin,  AL  21  Mar  (KG).  An 
exceptionally  early  migrant  was  in  New 
Orleans  1 Mar  (DPM).  Also  very  early  was  a 
Mississippi  Kite  19  Mar  at  Dauphin  1.  (CH). 
Two  very  late  Bald  Eagles  were  in  Rapides,  LA 
26  May  (JH).  Among  several  reports  of 
Swainson’s  Hawk  from  sw.  Louisiana,  the 
most  interesting  was  from  Calcasieu  16  May 
(DLD,  SWC)  near  an  area  where  breeding 
has  been  suspected.  A Crested  Caracara 
believed  to  be  a juv.  was  reported  from  Cal- 
casieu 4 May  (GG).  A Prairie  Falcon  was 
seen  briefly  in  Lafayette,  MS  23  Mar  (GK). 

SH0REBIRDS 

There  were  two  reports  of  Snowy  Plover 
from  Holly  Beach,  LA,  with  4 seen  19  Apr 
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(JPK,  JK)  and  2 seen  27  Apr  (JPK).  Four 
were  also  observed  in  Harrison , MS  19  Apr 
(AH,  TGa).  Piping  Plover  reports  included  2 
in  Lafourche,  LA  16  Mar  (PAW,  BMM,  RDP), 
plus  one  on  25  Mar  (KM,  JN)  and  10  on  19 
Apr  in  Harrison,  MS  (SJD,  AH,  TGa).  Fifteen 
American  Oystercatchers  from  Jackson,  MS 
28  Mar  (MSW,  FL)  was  a large  number  for 
the  Region.  A very  early  Solitary  Sandpiper 
was  in  Washington,  MS  1 Mar  (TS,  MS,  m. 
ob.).  Establishing  a new  high  count  for 
Whimbrels  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  coast 
were  125  in  Jackson  25  Apr  (MSW,  FL).  In 
Vermilion,  LA  on  9 May,  121  was  also  a good 
number  (JPK,  MG,  JG).  The  only  Hudsonian 
Godwits  reported  were  12  from  Vermilion  9 
May  (JPK,  MG,  JG).  A count  of  170  Ruddy 
Turnstones  in  Vermilion  25  May  (JPK,  JK) 
was  a good  number  away  from  the  coast. 
Two  were  also  seen  17  May  in  Arkadelphia, 
AR  (DH,  DoH). 

Even  more  unusual  away  from  the  coast 
were  2 Red  Knots  reported  from  Vermilion  6 
May  (BE  TG,  JH)  and  9 May  (JPK,  MG,  JG). 
Harrison,  MS  hosted  107  knots  19  Apr  (AH, 
TGa).  A count  of  395  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers near  the  ne.  edge  of  the  Atchafalaya 
Basin  7 May  (OLD,  SWC)  was  astounding 
for  a supposedly  rare  migrant  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area!  That  number  was  eclipsed  by 
420  on  the  same  day  in  Humphreys,  MS 
(SJD,  PB).  A White-rumped  found  26  Apr  at 
EW.B.S.E  (RAD,  LRD,  BT)  had  been  banded 
in  Argentina  in  fall  2001.  The  Curlew  Sand- 
piper in  alternate  plumage  seen  4 May  on 
Fourchon  Beach  (RDP)  was  only  the  2nd 
record  for  se.  Louisiana.  Early  were  3 Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  in  Lowndes,  AL  22  Mar 
(BKF,  LFG)  and  2 in  Vermilion  27  Mar  (BF, 
JH,  ZR).  An  excellent  count  of  the  species 
was  170  in  Calcasieu  and  Cameron,  LA  26 
Apr  (CW,  BO’S,  DFL).  An  American  Wood- 
cock displaying  at  dusk  in  Iberville,  LA  18 
Apr  (DLD)  was  either  late  or  a rare  local 
breeder.  Wilson  Phalarope  numbers  peaked 
at  175  in  Cameron  26  Apr  (PAW,  RDP,  BMM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  excellent  find  was  a Little  Gull  in  defin- 
itive basic  plumage  discovered  28  Feb  (SJD) 
in  Washington,  MS  and  seen  again  on  1 Mar 
(GK,  SK,  m.  ob.).  Thayer’s  Gull  is  quite  rare 
in  the  Region,  so  2 seen  on  the  same  day,  4 
May,  in  Cameron  (DPM,  PC)  was  extraordi- 
nary! One  was  an  ad.  in  alternate  plumage, 
and  the  2nd  was  a first-year  bird 
(*L.S.U.M.N.S.).  There  were  reports  of  5 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  from  Louisiana, 
one  in  Lafourche  and  4 in  Cameron.  The  gull 
of  the  season  was  an  ad.  Heermann’s  Gull  in 
Okaloosa,  FL.  The  bird  was  discovered  18 
May  (CS)  and  seen  through  20  May  (RAD, 
LRD  et  ah).  This  is  the  first  record  for  the 
Region.  A Least  Tern  at  Dauphin  I.  19  Mar 
(CH)  was  extremely  early.  There  were  also 


numerous  inland  reports  from  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi.  Small  numbers 
of  Sooty  Terns  were  reported  from  their  tra- 
ditional nesting  areas  in  Breton  N.W.R.,  LA 
on  26  May  (DPM,  BMM,  RDP). 

DOVES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

The  first  nw.  Florida  breeding  record  of 
White-winged  Dove  was  noted  2-16  Apr  in 
Pensacola  (MJ).  Very  unusual  were  single 
Inca  Doves  in  Harrison,  MS  (NM,  NC)  and 
Bolivar,  MS  (CGS,  NS),  both  6 Apr.  Com- 
mon Ground-Dove  reports  included  singles 
on  Grand  1.13  Apr  (SWC,  DLD)  and  in  Han- 
cock, MS  20  Apr  (NRB),  and  9 were  in  Bald- 
win, AL  1 Apr  (LFG).  Black-billed  Cuckoos 
were  reported  more  than  usual.  A Burrowing 
Owl  found  in  Harrison,  MS  22  Apr  later  died 
(UL).  Single  Chuck-will’s-widows  were 
early  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  4 Apr  (TS)  and  in  Jef- 
ferson, AL  8 Apr  (PHF).  Six  Whip-poor- 
wills  in  Franklin,  AL  25  Mar  (PDK)  were 
early,  and  one  in  Autauga,  AL  29  May  (CTS) 
was  far  s.  if  a breeder.  A Chimney  Swift  at  Ft. 
Morgan  13  Mar  (CH)  was  early,  and  migra- 
tory flocks  of  300  on  28  Mar  and  75  on  29 
Mar  were  in  Lafayette,  MS  (WMD).  A Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird  in  Baldwin,  AL  9 Mar 
(FB,  KW,  DP)  was  well  documented,  and 
one  remained  in  Baton  Rouge  until  31  May 
(C&MM).  A Calliope  Hummingbird  in 
Oktibbeha,  MS  stayed  until  18  Mar  (G&SB, 
TS),  and  one  in  St.  Gabriel,  LA  lingered  until 
1 Apr  (DLD).  An  Allens  Hummingbird  in 
St.  John,  LA  stayed  until  4 Apr  (E&GS). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  in  Iberville,  LA  3 
May  (JVR)  was  very  late.  Joe  Neal  and  War- 
ren Montague  located  20  nests  of  Red-cock- 
aded  Woodpeckers  in  Scott,  AR  12  May. 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  is  an  uncommon 
spring  migrant  in  the  Region,  so  single  birds 
3 May  in  Lawrence,  AL  (PDK,  m.  ob.),  6 
May  in  Lauderdale,  AL  (TMH),  11  May  in 
Cameron,  LA  (PC),  and  28  May  in  Chicot,  AR 
(RO)  were  noteworthy.  One  in  Caddo,  LA  12 
Apr  (JI)  would  be  extremely  early.  A Greater 
Pewee  in  Cameron,  LA  26  Apr  (LO’M)  was 
well  described  under  the  circumstances 
(head-on  views  only);  lack  of  hard  docu- 
mentation precludes  its  addition  to  the  state 
list,  and  addition  to  the  hypothetical  list 
seems  uncertain.  Eleven  Alder  Flycatchers 
were  singing  in  Washington,  AR  17  May 
(RD).  A singing  Willow  Flycatcher  in  Laud- 
erdale, AL  4 May  (DJS)  was  the  18th  record 
for  the  state.  One  in  Benton,  AR  10  May 
(MMl,  DC)  was  at  a site  where  they  have 
bred.  Several  other  Willows  reported  from 
Arkansas  were  presumably  migrants.  Fif- 
teen Least  Flycatchers  were  singing  in  Wash- 
ington, AR  10  May  (RD),  and  one  was  calling 
in  Lafayette,  MS  27  Apr  (GK,  SK).  An  East- 
ern Phoebe  in  Ibetyille,  LA  9 Apr  (DLD)  was 


very  late.  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  in 
Cameron  27  Apr  (PC,  GB)  was  a good  find. 
This  year  there  were  several  reports  of  West- 
ern Kingbirds  from  s.  Louisiana  and  singles 
in  Florida  and  Mississippi.  In  Sebastian,  AR, 
18  pairs  were  found  nesting.  An  Eastern 
Kingbird  at  Fort  Morgan  17  Mar  (CH)  was 
early.  A Gray  Kingbird  was  at  Dauphin  1.  25 
Apr  (DD  et  ah).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
continue  to  expand  their  nesting  range,  with 
several  reports  from  Rapides,  LA  (JH). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Six  White-eyed  Vireos  were  rather  early  at 
Ft.  Morgan  18  Mar  (RAD,  LRD  et  ah),  and 
104  were  at  Grand  1.  10  Apr  (BMM).  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  singing  in  Winston  29  May 
(MSG)  was  considered  a possible  breeder; 
there  is  one  breeding  record  for  Alabama.  A 
Warbling  Vireo  at  C.EH.  13  Apr  (RD)  was 
early;  one  in  Lowndes,  MS  27  Apr  (TS,  MS) 
was  unusual.  Fifteen  Warblings  were 
reported  without  comment  from  Crittendon, 
AR  30  May  (DP,  KG,  LD,  KL).  Red-eyed 
Vireos  were  early  in  several  locations, 
including  one  in  Iberville,  LA  17  Mar  (JVR), 
2 at  Ft.  Morgan  18  Mar  (RAD,  LRD  et  ah), 
one  in  Lee,  AL  29  Mar  (TH),  and  3 in  Nox- 
ubee, MS  29  Mar  (LT).  Single  Black- 
whiskered  Vireos  at  Ft.  Morgan  4 & 7 Apr 
(RR&MBS,  FB  et  al.)  were  considered  early. 
More  unusual  were  single  birds  in  Jackson, 
MS  1 May  (MSW)  and  in  Cameron,  LA  also 
1 May  (p^  a.,  SWC,  DLD,  MP). 

A report  of  Chihuahuan  Raven  from 
Rutherford  Beach,  LA  27  Apr  (SWC,  DLD, 
MP,  BMM)  was  supported  by  excellent 
descriptions,  but  it  eluded  hard  documenta- 
tion, so  at  best  it  might  be  added  to  the 
state’s  hypothetical  list.  Four  pairs  of  Tree 
Swallows  in  Montgomeiy,  AR  already  had 
young  on  15  May  (RD).  Twelve  Bank  Swal- 
lows visited  nest  sites  in  Independence,  AR  31 
May  (KN,  LN).  There  were  several  reports 
of  Cave  Swallows.  In  Florida,  one  was  at 
EW.B.S.E  11  Apr  (RAD),  one  was  in  Escam- 
bia 12  Apr  (LRD  et  al.),  and  one  was  at 
EW.B.S.E  10  May  (DW).  In  Alabama,  sin- 
gles were  at  Bayou  La  Batre,  Mobile  8 & 1 1 
Apr  (AHa  et  al.)  and  Dauphin  1.  18  Apr 
(LFG,  RER,  A&CG,  m.  ob.).  Single  Barn 
Swallows  in  Baldwin  and  Mobile,  AL  on  1 
Mar  (LFG)  were  early.  A Bewick’s  Wren  was 
noted  16  Mar  in  Washington,  AR  (MMl), 
where  it  is  an  uncommon  migrant.  Single 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  in  Lauderdale,  AL  23 
Mar  (PDK)  and  Limestone,  AL  25  Mar  (GDJ, 
DGJ)  were  early.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire 
reported  from  Cameron,  LA  25  Mar  (p.a., 
SHN)  was  rather  briefly  described.  A Veery 
in  Washington,  AR  20  May  (MMl)  was  con- 
sidered rare  for  that  area.  A Swainson’s 
Thrush  in  Montgomery,  AL  29  May  (FB)  was 
late.  A Hermit  Thrush  in  Lowndes,  MS  19 
Apr  (TS,  MS)  was  rather  late;  one  in 
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Iberville,  LA  28  Apr  (JVR)  was  quite  late,  as 
was  one  at  Ft.  Morgan  4 May  (MJJ).  A Wood 
Thrush  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  28  Mar  (MS)  was 
early.  A Gray  Catbird  at  a rig  in  Louisiana 
waters  22  May  (NR)  was  late.  An  American 
Pipit  in  Pointe  Coupee,  LA  18  Apr  (DLD,  BF, 
SWC)  was  late,  as  were  singles  in  Colbert, 
AL  5 May  (SWM,  JTG,  DJS),  White,  AR  1 
May  (KN),  and  3 in  Humphreys,  MS  3 May 
(SJD).  A Sprague’s  Pipit  at  Ft.  Morgan  29 
Mar  (BKF)  was  unusual;  SWC,  DLD,  and  BF 
had  one  to  2 late  individuals  in  Iberville,  LA 
on  three  dates  in  mid-Apr. 

Single  Brewster’s  Warblers  were  at 
Dauphin  1.  13  Apr  (JJ,  JC  et  al.)  and  in 
Cameron,  LA  26  Apr  (BMM,  PAW,  RDP  et 
al.).  More  unusual  was  a Lawrence’s  Warbler 
in  coastal  Hancock,  MS  11  Apr  (NRB,  KM, 
JNa).  Single  Nashville  Warblers  in  Macon,  AL 
23  Apr  (TH),  Oktibbeha,  MS  25  Apr  (TS), 
and  Lafayette,  MS  (GK,  SK)  were  noteworthy. 
Cape  May  Warbler  reports  included  records 
from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  as  well  as  from 
inland  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  A Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  in  Hancock,  MS 
30  Apr  (KM,  JNa),  and  there  were  five 
reports  from  inland  Alabama,  where  rare. 
Reports  of  Cerulean  Warbler  were  encourag- 
ing, with  5 in  Arkansas,  10  in  Mississippi, 
and  4 in  Louisiana.  Two  Black-and-white 
Warblers  in  Crenshaw,  AL  25  May  (CTS,  PS) 
were  unusually  far  s.  for  breeders.  Worm- 
eating Warblers  were  reported  in  good  num- 
bers in  coastal  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  with 
a total  of  157  at  Ft.  Morgan  4-18  Apr 
(RR&MBS,  FB,  m.  ob.).  Swainson’s  Warbler, 
another  species  of  concern,  brought  reports 
of  singles  from  four  sites  in  Arkansas,  a reg- 
ular site  in  Alabama,  one  site  in  Prentiss,  MS, 
and  12  singing  males  in  Apr  and  May  in  areas 
surveyed  by  TS  near  Starkville,  MS.  The  Sar- 
gents had  a maximum  of  37  Ovenbirds  at  Ft. 
Morgan  9 Apr;  the  following  day  there  were 
71  at  Grand  1.  (BMM).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  at  New  Orleans  7 Mar  (LE)  was 
early,  and  one  in  St.  Francis  N.E,  AR  8 Mar 
(RR,  TN)  was  exceptionally  early.  At  Ft.  Mor- 
gan, Kentucky  Warblers  reached  a maximum 
of  55  on  13  Apr  (RR&MBS,  FB,  m.  ob.),  and 
the  same  number  was  found  at  Grand  I.  13 
Apr  (BMM).  A Connecticut  Warbler  in 
Craighead,  AR  7 May  (C&NL)  was  a rare 
find.  Single  Mournings  were  reported  22  May 
in  Washington,  MS  (banded)  and  in  Laud- 
erdale, AL  25  May  (TMH).  Peak  Hooded 
Warblers  numbers  included  97  on  14  Apr 
and  94  on  18  Apr  at  Ft.  Morgan  (RR&MBS, 
FB,  m.  ob.),  175  at  Grand  1.  10  Apr  (BMM), 
and  >55  there  12  Apr  (PAW,  CCS,  RDP).  A 
Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Lafayette,  MS  14  May 
(GK,  SK)  was  considered  rare. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

The  74  Summer  Tanagers  at  Grand  I.  10  Apr 
(BMM)  made  a good  total.  More  than  75 


Scarlet  Tanagers  were  in  Jackson,  MS  1 May 
(MSW,  PM),  and  68  were  at  Grand  I.  10  Apr 
(BMM).  A Western  Tanager  was  in  Cameron, 
LA  28  Apr  (p.a.,  DLD,  SWC,  MP).  Single 
Spotted  Towhees  were  reported  from  Pulaski, 
AR  2 Mar  (WS)  and  Sebastian,  AR  5 May 
(BB).  Joe  Neal  found  11  Bachman’s  Sparrows 
in  Scott,  AR  14-17  Apr,  and  3 were  reported 
from  areas  near  Starkville,  MS.  A Vesper 
Sparrow  in  Washington,  AR  5 Mar  (MM1)  was 
early.  A Lark  Bunting  was  in  St.  Martin , LA 
24-25  Apr  (p.  a.,  JWB).  Truly  outstanding 
was  Louisiana’s  first  Baird’s  Sparrow  at 
Rutherford  Beach  27  Apr  (SWC,  DLD,  MP, 
BMM;  *L.S.U.M.N.S.).  A Grasshopper  Spar- 
row in  Washington,  MS  2 Mar  (SJD,  m.  ob.) 
was  considered  noteworthy;  one  that 
appeared  to  be  territorial  7 May  in  Pointe 
Coupee,  LA  (DLD)  would  be  of  great  interest 
if  confirmed  as  a breeder.  Henslow’s  Spar- 
rows were  widely  reported  from  Arkansas, 
with  up  to  12  at  Warren  Prairie,  Bradley  20 
Mar  (BH).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
in  Lafourche,  LA  26  May  (NN,  LE,  AS)  was 
quite  late.  A Dark-eyed  Junco  in  Panola,  MS 
1 1 Apr  (WMD)  was  late,  and  one  at  Grand  I. 
13  Apr  (SWC,  DLD)  was  very  late  for  the 
immediate  coast.  A wintering  Black-headed 
Grosbeak  in  Hanison,  MS  stayed  until  2 Apr 
(MMC,  AH,  m.  ob.).  Indigo  Buntings  were 
early,  with  one  in  Iberville,  LA  16  Mar 
(SWC),  2 in  Iberville  21  Mar  (JVR),  and  one 
in  Arkansas,  AR  20  Mar  (KR).  On  26  Apr, 
>1000  Dickcissels  were  in  Calcasieu,  LA 
(CW,  DFL,  BO’S).  At  FW.B.S.E,  12-16 
singing  males  seemed  interested  in  breeding, 
but  the  field  was  mowed  20  May  (RAD,  LRD, 
BT);  there  is  one  Florida  breeding  record. 
Bobolinks  were  widely  reported,  but  the  esti- 
mate of  1000  in  Bolivar,  MS  4 May  (JCH)  was 
exceptional.  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was 
at  Grand  1.  16  Mar  (PAW,  RDP,  BMM);  one 
was  in  Madison,  AL  29  Mar  (GT);  another 
was  in  Montgomery,  AL  13  Apr  (DS);  2 were 
in  Hancock,  MS  31  Mar+,  with  one  lingering 
until  17  Apr  (NRB).  Shiny  Cowbird  reports 
continue.  In  Alabama,  a male  and  female 
were  at  Dauphin  I.  10  May  (BG).  In  Florida, 
one  was  in  Okaloosa  3 Apr  (A&JK),  one  was 
in  Gulf  Breeze  12  May  (RAD,  LRD),  and 
another  was  at  EW.B.S.F  20  May  (RAD,  LRD 
et  al).  In  Louisiana,  singles  were  at  New 
Orleans  30  Apr  (EW)  and  in  Lafourche  15 
May  (DPM,  BMM).  Bronzed  Cowbirds 
appear  to  be  expanding  into  coastal  Missis- 
sippi; up  to  6 were  in  Hancock  28  Mar-6  May 
(NRB,  JNa  et  al.).  Single  Baltimore  Orioles 
that  wintered  in  Lowndes  and  Oktibbeha,  MS 
stayed  into  Mar;  one  in  St.  Tammany,  LA 
remained  until  5 May  (NN).  A Bullock’s  Ori- 
ole that  appeared  in  Pensacola  in  late  Feb 
departed  5 Mar  (JP)- 

OTHER  REPORTS 

Reports  of  Western  Grebe,  Rock  Wren,  and 


Black-headed  Grosbeak  were  received  from 
Arkansas  without  descriptions. 

Corrigenda:  In  N.A.B.  56:  316,  the  date  for 
the  4830  Long-billed  Dowitchers  should  be 
27  Mar  rather  than  27  May,  and  on  p.  317, 
the  date  for  the  3 Clay-colored  Sparrows 
should  be  28  Apr  rather  than  28  Mar.  In 

N. A.B.  57:  73,  the  location  for  the  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  should  be  Lafourche 
rather  than  Cameron. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Fred  Bassett,  Philip  Barbour,  Bill 
Beall,  James  W.  Beck,  George  & Sarah  Ben- 
nett, Ned  R.  Boyajian,  George  Broussard,  Car- 
olyn Bullock,  Steven  W.  Cardiff,  Jared  Caudle, 
David  Chapman,  Nora  Clay,  Paul  Conover,  J. 

O.  Coulson,  W.  Marvin  Davis,  Stephen  J. 
Dinsmore,  Donna  L.  Dittmann,  David 
Dortch,  Rob  Doster,  Lucy  R.  Duncan,  Robert 
A.  Duncan  (w.  Florida),  Lillian  Durand, 
Lehman  Ellis,  B.  K.  Fleming,  Bill  Fontenot, 
Paul  H.  Franklin,  Tisch  Galbraith  (TGa),  L.  F 
Gardella,  Ben  Garmon,  J.  T.  Gamer,  Keith 
Gauldin,  Alison  & Charles  Glascock,  Gay 
Gomez,  Kate  Gooch,  M.  Scott  Gravette, 
Margie  Griffith,  Toddy  Guidry,  J.  Guillory,  A. 
Haffendon  (AHa),  T.  M.  Haggerty,  Dolores 
Harrington  (DoH),  Don  Harrington,  Kevin 
Hartke,  C.  Henning,  Alison  Henry,  J.  C.  Her- 
bert, T.  Hicks,  Bill  Holiman,  Jay  Huner,  Jim 
Ingold,  Debra  G.  Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson 
(Alabama),  Jud  Johnson,  Mary  Jones,  M.  J. 
Jordan,  P D.  Kittle,  Joanne  Kleiman,  Joseph  R 
Kleinian  (Louisiana),  Gene  Knight,  Shannon 
Knight,  Alan  & Jesse  Knothe,  Kay  Lait, 
Uneeda  Laitinen,  Daniel  F Lane,  Cheryl  & 
Norman  Lavers,  Franklin  Leach,  Cindy  & 
Mike  Macolini,  Nancy  Madden,  Kim  Maute, 
S.  W.  McConnell,  Margaret  McCrary,  Paul 
Miliotis,  Mike  Mlodinow  (MMl),  Warren 
Montague,  David  P Muth,  B.  Mac.  Myers,  Jen- 
nifer Nagy  (JNa),  Joe  Neal,  Nancy  Newfield, 
Kenny  Nichols,  LaDonna  Nichols,  Trond 
Nilsen,  Stephen  H.  Norman,  Lawrence 
O’Meallie,  Brian  O’Shea,  Rosalie  Overby, 
Helen  & Max  Parker  (Arkansas)  Matt  Pon- 
tiff, Jack  Powell,  Dick  Preston,  R.  D.  Purring- 
ton,  Robert  E.  Reed,  Ken  Reinecke,  Nelson 
Reitan,  J.  V Remsen,  Zachary  Richard,  Karen 
Rowe,  Robert  Russell,  Charles  Saleebe,  R.R. 
& M.  B.  Sargent,  Marion  Schiefer,  Terence 
Schiefer  (Mississippi),  Nathan  Schiff,  Debbie 
Sellers,  William  Shepherd,  Alistair  Shut- 
tlesworth,  D.  J.  Simbeck,  Carl  G.  Smith,  C.  T. 
Snow,  Phil  Snow,  Scott  Somershoe,  Curt  C. 
Sorrells,  Stuart  Strahl  (StS),  Edna  & Gene 
Street,  Betsy  Tetlow,  Greg  Thomas,  Lauren 
Thread,  Pat  Valentik,  Ed  Wallace,  Phillip  A. 
Wallace,  Don  Ware,  Shirley  A.  Wayland,  Kate 
Wheate,  Chris  Witt,  Mark  S.  Woodrey.  We 
received  more  reports  than  we  had  room  to 
include,  and  we  thank  those  observers  whose 
reports  we  could  not  cite  specifically.  © 
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P.O.Box  597 
Pinawa,  Manitoba  R0E1L0 
(taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 


Severe  winter  conditions  gave  way  to 
milder  weather  through  most  of  the 
south  in  mid-March.  Southern  Manitoba 
experienced  a mild  spring  from  then  on.  with 
few  interruptions  by  major  systems,  and  trees 
leafed  out  a full  month  earlier  than  last  year. 
In  contrast,  from  mid-April  to  mid-May 
Alberta  was  on  the  “wrong”  side  of  the  jet 
stream,  resulting  in  persistently  cold  and 
snowy  weather.  Migration  on  the  whole  was 
delayed  by  at  least  a week,  even  in  balmy 
Manitoba,  where  few  significant  waves  were 
noted.  Precipitation  was  near  to  above  aver- 
age throughout,  alleviating  the  severe 
drought  that  had  gripped  much  of  the  south- 
west of  the  Region  for  years.  A strong  show- 
ing by  rare  waders,  particularly  in  southern 


Manitoba,  and  a scattering  of  extreme  rarities 
in  all  three  provinces,  provided  the  high 
points  of  the  season. 

Abbreviations:  S.R.V  (Sheep  River  Valley, 
AB);  Wascana  (Wascana  Park  and  Marsh, 
Regina,  SK). 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Rare  in  Alberta  in  spring,  4 Red-throated 
Loons  visited  Lesser  Slave  L.  27  May  (JWj). 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  had  2 Great 
Egrets  each,  while  there  were  several  reports 
in  Manitoba.  A Snowy  Egret  was  seen  by 
many  at  Whitewater  L.,  MB  from  19  to  late 
May  (DF,  m.  ob.);  another  was  noted  at  Pier- 
son, MB  in  May  ( RW,/idc  PT).  Cattle  Egrets 
staged  a major  influx,  with  eight  reports 
involving  13+  birds  in  Saskatchewan, 
including  an  early  one  24  Apr  near  Regina 
(BL),  and  sightings  at  six  or  more  locations 
in  Manitoba.  At  Whitewater  L.,  up  to  50 
were  present  in  late  May,  and  nesting  activity 
was  noted  (KD  et  al.).  Also  in  Manitoba  were 
lone  Green  Herons  at  Elie  16  May  (DS)  and 
Winnipeg  25  May  (JW)  and  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  that  lingered  at  Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.  from  22  May  into 
Jun  (BB,  m.  ob.).  Manitoba’s  2nd  White  Ibis 
at  Delta  9-10  May  was  the  star  attraction  of 
the  local  birding  festival  (RPo,  m.  ob.).  Two 
Plegadis  ibis  near  Redvers,  SK  7-8  May  were 
believed  to  have  been  Glossy  (JM).  Two 
White-faced  Ibis  were  at  San  Francisco  L., 
AB,  a new  location,  18  May  (TH,  RKl),  and 
up  to  5 were  at  Whitewater  L.  in  late  May 


(DF,  CC,  m.  ob.). 

An  Alberta  first  was  the  Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck,  provenance  unknown,  at 
Calgary  25  May  into  Jun  (C&KH,  m.  ob.). 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  more 
numerous  than  usual  in  s.  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan,  while  Snow  Geese  shifted 
their  migration  westward,  almost  completely 
avoiding  se.  Manitoba.  A nesting  pair  of  Tun- 
dra Swans  was  confirmed  at  Patience  L.  near 
Saskatoon,  SK  11-12  May  (CB,  m.  ob.). 
Although  this  is  over  1000  km  s.  of  the  nor- 
mal range,  there  is  a precedent,  of  a pair 
breeding  near  North  Battleford  between 
1973  and  1980.  Notable  duck  concentra- 
tions included  500+  Gadwall  and  600+ 
Northern  Shovelers  at  Fairy  Hill  Marsh,  SK 
24  Apr  (BL)  and  a staggering  80,000  North- 
ern Pintails  at  Pakowki  L.,  AB  in  the  first 
week  of  Apr  (BF,  BV). 

Raptor  migration  was  uneventful, 
although  there  was  a good  Bald  Eagle  pas- 
sage in  s.  Manitoba,  with  peaks  of  108  at 
Windygates  30  Mar  (A&DS  et  al.)  and  103  at 
St.  Adolphe  6 Apr  (AC  et  al.).  The  season’s 
tally  of  2972  Golden  Eagles  at  Mt.  Forette, 
AB  was  26%  below  the  1993-2002  average 
(PS),  while  at  Windygates,  a record-high  20 
were  counted  22  Mar  (A&DS,  RK  et  al.). 
Grasslands  N.P.,  SK  and  the  nearby  Dixon 
Ranch  each  held  a tree-nesting  pair  of 
Golden  Eagles  20  Apr  (SS,  JT). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Although  observers  bemoaned  the  lack  of 
shorebirds,  some  impressive  counts  were 
nevertheless  made.  Black-bellied  Plovers 
peaked  17  May  in  Alberta,  with  2000  near 
Brooks  (MM)  and  2830  at  Rolling  Hills 
(J&RD).  Besides  the  usual  reports  in  s. 
Alberta,  there  were  up  to  6 Black-necked 
Stilts  near  Frontier,  SK  4-16  May  Q&rJW) , 
and  nesting  was  confirmed  near  Viceroy,  SK 
in  late  May  OS,  RS,  m.  ob.).  Near  Brooks, 
157  Whimbrel  were  seen  17  May  (MM), 
while  344  were  tallied  the  same  day  at 
Rolling  Hills  (J&RD).  Reed  L„  SK  held  500 
Red  Knots  17  May  (TK).  Several  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  seen  in  the  Buck 
L.,  SK  area  during  the  2nd  half  of  May,  and 
95  were  counted  near  Allan,  SK  29  May  (RJ, 
KE).  Over  800  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were 
observed  11  May  in  the  Thunder  Creek 
Marsh-Chaplin  L.,  SK  area  (BL).  Chaplin  L. 
held  10,000  Red-necked  Phalaropes  20  May 
(TK). 

An  apparent  Herring  Gull  x Glaucous 
Gull  near  Calgary  13  Apr  was  rare  (TK). 
Rarer  still  was  Saskatchewan’s  5 th  or  6th 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Last  Mountain  L. 
23  & 30  Apr  (JMc).  Best  of  all  was  an  appar- 
ent ad.  Western  Gull  at  Wascana  30  Mar-8 
Apr,  a first  for  the  Region  and  one  of  few 
from  the  continent’s  interior  (BL,  m.  ob.). 
The  identification  was  confirmed  by  experts 
from  digiscoped  images  taken  8 Apr  by  Scott 
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Wilson.  A Caspian  Tern  at  Winnipeg 
24  Apr  was  early  (]W),  while  an  Arctic 
Tern,  rare  anywhere  in  the  southern 
Prairie  Provinces,  was  at  Buck  L.  19 
May  (SA,  BL). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  have  now 
reached  all  three  provinces:  Manitoba’s 
first  confirmed  bird  was  at  Holland  for 
about  a week  to  12  May  (CS,  AW,  m. 
ob.).  There  had  been  a probable  occur- 
rence at  Winnipeg  in  January  2000.  In 
Alberta,  up  to  3 birds  wintered  at  Red 
Deer  (SSz),  and  another  was  at  Medi- 
cine Hat  1 May  (BV,  m.  ob.). 
Saskatchewan  reports  came  from  Laird 
(nesting),  Mortlach,  and  Swift  Current 
(m.  ob.).  A White-winged  Dove  at 
Ashern  9-12  May  was  Manitoba’s  3rd 
(HJ,  MP). 

A count  of  19  Northern  Hawk  Owls 
near  Chisholm,  AB  14  May  was 
remarkable  (RC).  Short-eared  Owls 
were  virtually  absent  in  s.  Manitoba, 
but  more  common  farther  west,  with 
up  to  11  in  late  Mar  and  early  Apr  at 
Frank  L,  AB  (GWr,  JP,  D&LF),  6 near 
St.  Albert,  AB  19  Apr  (SG,  m.  ob.),  and 
8 southeast  of  Saskatoon  16  Apr 
(GW).  Overnight  owling  forays 
21-22,  26-27,  and  29-30  Mar  at 
Nopiming  PR  and  Sandilands  RE,  MB 
yielded  grand  totals  of  12  Great 
Horned,  7 Barred,  8 Great  Gray,  6 
Long-eared,  42  Boreal,  and  37  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  (CA,  BB,  RP,  LV,  AW). 

A White-throated  Swift  at  Mt.  Lorette 
12-13  May  was  Alberta’s  3rd  (PS).  The  Red- 
headed Woodpecker  that  wintered  at  Grosse 
Isle,  MB  was  still  present  21  May  (KG).  A 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  at  Cypress 
River,  MB  24  May  (fide  KD). 


PASSERINES 

A Sedge  Wren  at  S.R.V  24  May  was  the  2nd 
for  the  site  (WS).  Western  Bluebirds  were 
nesting  w.  of  Longview,  AB  1 May  (DK,  m. 
ob.).  Rare  visitors  included  a Wood  Thrush 
at  Riding  Mountain  N.E,  MB  23  May  (AW), 
a Varied  Thrush  at  Reston,  MB  1-5  Apr  (fide 
DB),  and  lone  Northern  Mockingbirds  at 
Wascana  4-5  May  (B&SE,  m.  ob.)  and 
Pinawa,  MB  23  May  (RZ).  Warbler  migra- 
tion was  generally  late  and  drew  few  favor- 
able comments.  A Wilson’s  Warbler  at  Swift 
Current,  SK  26  Apr  was  exceptionally  early 
(L,  M&RD). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  reached 
Churchill,  MB  9 May  (fide  BC),  and  a Field 
Sparrow  briefly  visited  Assiniboine  Park, 
Winnipeg  8 May  (GH).  Lark  Buntings  were 
common  only  in  the  Wildhorse-Onefour,  AB 
area  in  May  (TH,  RK1)  and  scarce  or  absent 
elsewhere;  none  was  reported  in  Manitoba.  A 
count  of  50+  Baird’s  Sparrows  near  Radville, 
SK  17  May  was  high  (CBj),  as  were  the  30+ 


This  obliging  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron,  locally  extremely  rare, 
frequented  Oak  Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.,  Manitoba  from  22  May 
(here  24  May)  into  June  2003.  Photograph  by  Ward  Christianson. 


From  mid-May  2003  onward,  Whitewater  Lake  in  southwestern 
Manitoba  hosted  numerous  "southern"  waders,  as  did  many  northern 
locations  this  spring.  This  Snowy  Egret,  photographed  here  1 9 May 

2003,  was  one  of  at  least  two  present.  Photograph  by  Dennis  Fast. 


With  at  least  five  White-faced  Ibis  present  this  spring  at  Whitewater 
Lake,  Manitoba,  there  was  hope  that  the  species  would  remain  to 
breed  at  this  productive  marsh.  These  two  birds  were  photographed 
1 9 May  2003 . Photograph  by  Dennis  Fast. 


Manitoba  added  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  to  its  list  when  this  bird  showed  up 
in  Holland  in  early  May  2003.  Seen  by  many  birders  on  12  May,  the  day  of 
this  image,  it  apparently  was  gone  a day  later.  Photograph  by  Dennis  Fast. 


Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  scattered 
along  the  Qu’Appelle  Valley,  SK  28  May  (BL). 
Concentrations  of  White-crowned  Sparrows 
included  hundreds  grounded  by  a blizzard  at 
Edmonton,  AB  8 May  (DN);  high  numbers 
were  also  in  s.  Saskatchewan  4-9  May.  Huge 
concentrations  of  Dark-eyed  Juncos  in 
Saskatchewan  in  mid-Apr  included  1000+  at 
Harris  14  Apr  (fide  GW).  A Gray-headed 
Junco  at  Mt.  Lorette  28  Apr  was  a provincial 
first  for  this  subspecies  of  Dark-eyed  Junco 
(PS).  Both  McCown’s  and  Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs  drew  comments  about  declining 
numbers. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  and  Orchard  and 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  scarce  in  s.  Manitoba, 
likely  reflecting  losses  during  the  cold  spring 
of  2002.  A Lazuli  Bunting  visited  a Pierson 
feeder  in  May  (RW,  fide  PT).  About  500  male 
Brown-headed  Cowbirds  flocked  at  a dump 
near  St.  Ambroise,  MB  10  May  (RK).  Mani- 
toba’s 6th  Brambling  made  a brief  visit  to  a 
Winnipeg  yard  18  Mar  (JS).  Purple  Finches 
thronged  feeders  across  s.  Manitoba  and  at 
Creighton,  SK  from  Apr  into  early  May  (m. 
ob.).  Two  Cassin’s  Finches  at  Waterton  N.P., 
AB  6 Apr  were  considered  early  (D&rTD). 
Common  Redpolls,  scarce  through  the  win- 
ter, became  somewhat  more  common  at  feed- 
ers towards  spring,  e.g.  250+  were  at 
Creighton  15  Mar  (B&HS). 


Observers  (provincial  compilers  in 
boldface):  Christian  Artuso,  Sandy 
Ayer,  Bruno  Bergmans,  Carol  Bjork- 
lund  (CBj),  Carol  Blenkin,  David 
Braddell,  Bonnie  Chartier,  Andy 
Courcelles,  Ray  Cromie,  Cal  Cuth- 
bert,  Ken  De  Smet,  Doug  & Theresa 
Dolman,  Larry,  Mary  Ann  and  Ryan 
Dudragne,  Jean  & Rodger  Dunn,  Bob 
& Sandra  Ewart,  Kathy  Exner,  Den- 
nis Fast,  Dick  & Lenora  Flynn,  Bob 
Frew,  Ken  Gardner,  Stan  Gosche, 
Michael  Harrison,  Chris  & Ken 
Havard,  Ted  Hindmarch,  George  Hol- 
land, Robert  Johanson,  Harvard 
Johnson,  Richard  Klauke  (RK1), 
Dwight  Knapik,  Rudolf  Koes,  Terry 
Korolyk,  Harvey  Lane,  Bob  Luter- 
bach,  John  Madsen,  Jim  McKay 
(JMc),  Mike  Mulligan,  David 
Nadeau,  Rob  Parsons,  Jerry  Pilny, 
Ryan  Porteous  (RPo),  Marlene 
Priske,  Brenda  & Harvey  Schmidt,  A1 
& Dorothy  Schritt,  Stan  Shadick, 
Peter  Sherrington,  Richard  Silver- 
man,  Wayne  Smith,  Colleen  Steinke, 
D.  Steppler,  Jo  Swartz,  S.  Szabo  (SSz), 
Peter  Taylor,  Jan  Tedesco,  Liis 
Veelma,  Ben  Velner,  Greg  Wagner 
(GWr),  Adam  Walleyn,  Ralph  Wang, 
Guy  Wapple,  John  Weier,  Jack  & Jan 
Wilkinson,  Jul  Wojnowski  (JWj), 
Reto  Zach.  © 
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Ron  Martin 

16900  125th  Street  SE 
Sawyer,  North  Dakota  58781-9284 
(jrmartin@ndak.net) 


The  season  began  with  dry  conditions, 
and  modest  winter  snows  melted 
early.  Rains  began  in  May,  and  pre- 
cipitation totals  for  the  month  were  above 
average.  Temperatures  were  well  below 
average  in  March  and  April  but  average  for 
May.  All  three  months  started  with  very 
cold  conditions  but  warmed  as  the  month 
progressed;  migration  stopped  and  started 
accordingly.  Leaves  appeared  on  trees  by 
late  April,  a lull  month  ahead  of  last  year’s 
leaf-out. 

EGRETS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Casual  in  Montana,  a single  Great  Egret 
was  at  Freezeout  L.  N.W.R.  for  several 
days  around  22  Apr  (JN).  Snowy  Egrets 
made  a fine  showing  in  North  Dakota, 
with  a peak  of  21  in  Sargent  in  late  May 
(KRC).  Accidental  w.  of  the  Missouri  R.  in 
North  Dakota,  new  county  records  for 
Snowy  Egret  were  established  in  Adams  in 
May  (DAG,  CG)  and  in  Bowman  18  May 
(PHS).  Now  nearly  annual  in  North 
Dakota,  the  state’s  earliest-ever  Little  Blue 
Heron  was  photographed  in  Foster  9 May 
(p.  a.,  REM).  Two  Little  Blue  Herons  were 
in  Cass,  ND  16  May  (p.  a.,  MO).  Provid- 


ing the  2nd  earliest  spring  record,  White- 
faced Ibis  arrived  at  their  large  nesting 
colony  at  Sand  L.  N.W.R. , SD  15  Apr 
(SLS). 

Trumpeter  Swan  sightings  in  North 
Dakota  continue  to  increase.  Two  were  in 
Fargo  8 Apr,  furnishing  about  the  20th 
report  for  the  state  (p.  a.,  GEN).  Acciden- 
tal in  spring  in  South  Dakota,  a White- 
winged Scoter  was  noted  in  Meade  28  Mar 
(AKB).  Casual  in  the  Dakotas,  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  made  a fine  showing.  In  South 
Dakota,  singles  were  in  Charles  Mix  20 
Mar  (p.  a.,  RM)  and  in  Brown  29  Mar-1 
Apr  (p.  a.,  SLS).  About  the  16th  report  for 
North  Dakota,  a male  was  noted  in  Logan 
27  Mar  (p.  a.,  BS). 

If  accepted,  a Mississippi  Kite  docu- 
mented 18  May  in  Davison , SD  would  pro- 
vide the  3rd  record  for  the  state  (p.  a., 
CP).  Broad-winged  Hawks  made  a strong 
showing  at  the  w.  edge  of  the  Region. 
Four  individuals  were  noted  in  Dickin- 
son, ND  in  May  QPL,  PHS),  and  a single 
was  in  Bowman,  ND  21  May  QPL).  In 
Montana,  a single  was  at  Malta  7 May 


QC),  and  another  was  at  Westby  28  May 
(CP).  In  South  Dakota,  one  individual 
was  in  Harding  24  May  (CEM,  KM).  Doc- 
umentation was  received  for  a Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  in  Ransom,  ND  24  Mar  (p.  a.,  |l 
BS).  There  are  now  more  than  20  reports 
for  the  state. 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN  THROUGH  GULLS 

The  reintroduced  population  of  Greater 
Prairie-Chickens  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  con- 
tinues to  flourish.  The  2nd  recent  report 
for  Cass,  ND,  one  Greater  Prairie-Chicken 
was  near  L.  Bertha  11  Apr  (MO).  May 
rains  apparently  created  excellent  habitat 
for  Yellow  Rails  in  Grand  Forks,  ND.  Indi- 
viduals were  calling  in  eight  different  sec- 
tions on  16  May,  and  8 were  heard  from 
one  spot  nw.  of  Grand  Forks  27  May  j 
(DOL).  The  first  sighting  in  recent  years 
for  e.  Montana,  a Whooping  Crane  was 
photographed  near  Glasgow  6 Apr  (CC). 

Flocks  of  Whimbrels  were  notable  this 
season.  Sixteen  were  seen  20  May  in  Bow- 
man, ND  (PHS).  The  27  noted  at  Benton 
Lake  N.W.R.,  MT  19  May  set  a new  high 
mark  for  the  refuge  (SM).  The  species  was 
recorded  on  three  other  May  dates  in  Mon- 
tana. A new  peak  for  South  Dakota,  160 
Ruddy  Turnstones  were  counted  in  Kings- 
bury 31  May  (JSP).  Also  in  Kingsbury  31  | 

May,  100  Sanderlings  made  a notable 
assemblage  (JSP).  Early  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
were  in  Codington,  SD  16  Mar  (JDW)  and 
in  Burleigh,  ND  22  Mar  (JS)-  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  were  also  recorded  notably 
early,  with  birds  in  Kingsbury  and  Charles 
Mix,  SD  22  Mar  (JSP,  RM).  The  earliest  for 
North  Dakota,  a Pectoral  was  in  Fargo,  ND 
23  Mar  (DR).  The  species  peaked  at  515  in 
Renville,  ND  4 May  (REM). 

A potential  7th  record  for  South  Dakota, 
a Mew  Gull  was  in  Hughes  26  Mar-16  Apr 
(p.  a.,  RDO,  KM).  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  recorded  in  all  three  states.  A 
possible  first  for  Montana,  a single  ad.  was 
photographed  at  Ft.  Peck  17  Mar  (p.  a., 

CC).  The  3rd  spring  report  and  the  11th 
overall,  a second-winter  Lesser-Black- 
backed  was  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND  27  Apr 
(p.  a.,  REM,  DNS).  The  7th  report  for 
South  Dakota,  one  individual  was  at  Pierre 
3-6  Apr  (p.  a.,  KM,  RDO).  Casual  in 
spring  in  North  Dakota,  2 Glaucous  Gulls 
were  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.  30  Mar  (CDE, 


A bird  exhibiting  the  characteristics  of  a Mottled  Duck  was  found  by  David  Lambeth  at  Kelly's  Slough  N.W.R., 
Grand  Forks,  ND  16  Apr.  The  bird  remained  to  21  Apr  and  was  photographed  and  described  by  many  observers. 
A potential  first  for  the  state  and  the  Region,  this  individual  garnered  myriad  opinions.  Some  noted  the  bird  would  not 
have  merited  a second  glance  in  its  home  range,  but  very  thin  white  lines  bordering  the  speculum  suggested  to  some  a 
possible  hybrid.  However,  experts  polled  were  not  in  agreement  about  this  character  as  a sure  indication  of  hybridiza- 
tion. Opinions  on  provenance  were  also  varied,  although  the  bird  had  no  bands,  no  missing  halux,  and  no  indication  of 
excessive  feather  wear.  The  species  is  clearly  expanding  northward,  perhaps  a point  that  favors  wild  origin. 
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HCT),  and  a single  was  in  Kidder  24  Apr 
(CDE). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SOLITAIRE 

A single  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  again 
noted  in  Malta,  MT  (SJD).  The  species  was 
observed  in  six  North  Dakota  counties, 
and  nesting  was  again  recorded  in  Grand 
Forks  27  Apr  (TD).  In  South  Dakota,  the 
species  was  also  noted  from  six  counties. 
The  2nd  record  for  North  Dakota,  a 
White-winged  Dove  was  photographed  at 
a Minot  Feeder  7-10  May  (p.  a.,  BSa, 
REM).  A potential  4th  South  Dakota 
record,  a White-winged  Dove  was  docu- 
mented 25  May  in  Clay  (KM). 

Whip-poor-wills  staged  an  invasion  in 
North  Dakota.  Seven  birds  were  noted 
4-14  May  in  Fargo  (DPW),  where  a few 
are  recorded  each  spring.  Unusually  far  w. 
were  singles  in  Bismarck  6 May  (CDE), 
Kidder  18  May  (DLR),  and  in  Stutsman  18 
May  (TS).  The  Pierre,  SD  Chuck-will’s- 
widow  returned  for  its  4th  consecutive 
year  (DB). 

A territorial  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  in  Stanton,  ND  26  May  (REM).  There 
are  no  published  nesting  records  for  the 
Missouri  R.  valley.  An  early  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  was  in  Lake , SD  27  Mar  (JSP). 
Providing  a first  record  for  Eddy,  ND,  a 
Pileated  Woodpecker  was  noted  15  May 
(PRS). 

Casual  in  Montana,  Purple  Martin  sin- 
gles were  at  Bowdoin  N.W.R.  20  May  (DP) 
and  Westby  29  May  (CP).  The  6th  spring 
sighting  for  South  Dakota,  a Carolina 
Wren  was  in  Brown  8 May  (DAT).  A 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  was  late  10  May 
in  Hughes,  SD  (KM),  and  a Ruby-crowned 
was  early  in  Stanley,  SD  21  Mar  (RDO).  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  15  May  in  Stanley,  SD 
provided  the  first  May  record  for  the  state 
away  from  breeding  areas  in  the  Black 
Hills  (RDO). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  SISKIN 

The  first  Apr  record  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  in  Brown 
23  Apr  (DAT).  The  10th  report  for  Mon- 
tana, a Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
documented  at  Tongue  R.  Res.,  Big  Horn 
19  May  (p.  a.,  SJD).  A Pine  Warbler  was 
unusual  in  Stanley,  SD  7 May  (RDO).  The 
8th  report  for  North  Dakota,  a Townsend’s 
Warbler  was  photographed  in  Stark  14 
May  (p.  a.,  JPL).  A Yellow-throated  War- 
bler photographed  in  Grand  Forks  23-24 
May  provided  the  5th  report  for  North 
Dakota  and  the  3rd  consecutive  spring 
the  species  has  been  recorded  in  the  state 
(p.  a.,  DOL).  Bay-breasted  Warblers  made 
another  strong  w.  appearance.  The  10th 
report  for  Montana,  a single  was  docu- 
mented in  Big  Horn  19  May  (p.  a.,  SJD). 


Four  reports  for  the  w.  Dakotas  spanned 
18-31  May.  The  7th  report  for  North 
Dakota,  a Kentucky  Warbler  was  seen  19 
May  in  Kuhn  (p.  a.,  PMK).  Nineteen  Con- 
necticut Warblers  were  reported  in  North 
Dakota.  Casual  in  spring  in  South  Dakota, 
a Hooded  Warbler  was  photographed  in 
Brown  5 May  (p.  a.,  DAT). 

A Summer  Tanager  in  Fessenden,  Wells, 
ND  7-22  May  furnished  about  the  20th 
report  for  the  state  (p.  a.,  MT).  In  South 
Dakota,  singles  were  in  Edmund s 29  Apr 
(p.  a.,  JDW)  and  Stanley  3 May  (p.  a.,  KM, 
RDO). 

A wintering  or  early  Eastern  Towhee 
was  observed  in  Lake,  SD  13  Mar  (RNB). 
Unusually  far  w.,  an  Eastern  Towhee  was 
in  Meade,  SD  23  Apr  (p.  a.,  REP).  White- 
throated  Sparrows  peaked  at  an  incredible 
1580  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  4 May  (EEF). 
The  7th  report  for  North  Dakota,  a Gray- 
headed Junco  was  noted  29  May  in 
Emmons  (p.  a.,  PTF). 

Northern  Cardinals  continued  their 
recent  extralimital  appearances.  In  w. 
North  Dakota,  a male  was  singing  in  Bow- 
man 19  May  (PHS),  and  in  w.  South 
Dakota,  singles  were  tallied  in  Pennington 
12  Mar  (JLB)  and  Meade  18  May  (REP). 

A potential  2nd  record  for  Montana,  a 
Great-tailed  Grackle  was  documented  at 
Bowdoin  N.W.R.  23  May  (p.  a.,  SJD).  The 
first  May  report  for  e.  South  Dakota,  a Pine 
Grosbeak  was  documented  in  Edmunds  23 
May  (p.  a.,  JDW).  At  the  e.  edge  of  range 
in  Montana,  a Cassin’s  Finch  was  singing 
near  Decker  9 Apr  (BW).  Very  few  Pine 
Siskins  were  reported  from  North  Dakota 
cities.  Just  a few  years  ago,  the  species  was 
nesting  regularly  in  numbers  in  most 
larger  towns. 

Contributors  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
MONTANA:  Charles  Carlson,  John  Carl- 
son, Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Steve  Martin, 
John  Nordrum,  Dwayne  Prellwitz,  Caleb 
Putnam,  Brent  Walker.  NORTH  DAKOTA: 
Keith  R.  Corliss,  Tim  Driscoll,  Corey  D. 
Ellingson,  Pete  T.  Finley,  Eve  E.  Freeberg, 
Carolyn  Griffiths,  Dave  A.  Griffiths,  Paul 
M.  Konrad,  Dave  O.  Lambeth,  Jack  P. 
Lefor,  Ron  E.  Martin,  Gary  E.  Nielsen, 
Mark  Otnes,  Dean  Reimer,  Dan  L.  Rogers, 
Bob  Sando,  Paulette  R.  Scherr,  Tom  Skle- 
bar,  John  Steiner,  Bryan  Stotts,  Dan  N. 
Svingen,  Peder  H.  Svingen,  H.  Clark  Talk- 
ington.  Misty  Thorenson,  Dennis  P 
Wiesenborn.  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Doug 
Backlund,  Jocelyn  L.  Baker,  Anna  K.  Ball, 
Robert  and  Nancy  Buckman,  Ron  Mabie, 
Keith  Mast,  Charlie  Miller,  Kenny  Miller, 
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Lake  Staff,  Dan  A.  Tallman,  J.  David 
Williams.  © 


Statement  of  Ownership,  Man- 
agement, and  Circulation 
(Required  by  39  U.S.C.  3685) 

1.  Publication  Title:  North  American  Birds 

2.  Publication  No:  1525-3708 

3.  Filing  Date:  10/07/03 

4.  Issue  Frequency:  Quarterly 

5.  No  of  Issues  Published  Annually:  4 

6.  Annual  Subscription  Price:  $30 

7.  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Known  Office  of  Pub- 
lication: P.O.  Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80934-65998. 

8.  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Fleadquarters  or 
General  Business  Office  of  Publisher:  P.O.  Box  6599, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599 

9.  Full  Names  and  Complete  Mailing  Addresses  of 
Publisher,  Editor,  and  Managing  Editor: 

Publisher:  American  Birding  Association,  P.O.  Box 
6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599: 

Editor:  Edward  Brinkley,  9 Randoph  Ave.,  Cape 
Charles,  VA  23310-3213 

10.  Owner:  American  Birding  Association,  P.O.  Box 
6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599 

11.  Known  Bondholders,  Mortgagees,  and  Other 
Security  Flolders  Owning  or  Holding  1 percent  or 
More  of  Total  Amount  of  Bonds,  Mortgages,  or  Other 
Securities:  None 

12.  The  purpose,  function,  and  nonprofit  status  of  this 
organization  and  the  exempt  status  for  federal 
income  tax  purposes:  Has  not  changed  during 
preceding  12  months 


13.  Publication  Title:  14.  Issue  Date  for  Circulation 
North  American  Birds  Data  Below:  Vol  57:02 


15.  Extent  and  Nature  of  Avg  No. 

Circulation  Copies 

Each 

Issue  Dur- 
ing Preced- 
ing 12 
Months 

Actual  No. 
of  Copies 
Single 
Issue  Pub- 
lished 
Nearest  to 
Filling  Date 

a.  Total  No.  Copies 
(Net  Press  Run) 

5,100 

b.  Paid  and/or  Requested  Cir- 
culation (i)  Paid  or  Requested 

Mail  Subscriptions  ( Including  4503 

Advertisers ' Proof  of 
copies! Exchange  Copies) 

4613 

(2)  Paid  In-county  Subscription  0 

0 

(3)  Sales  through  Dealers  and 
earners,  Street  Vendors,  and  0 

Counter  Sales  ( Not  Mailed) 

0 

(4)  Other  Classes  Mailed  USPS  0 

0 

c.  Total  Paid  and/or  Requested 

Circulation  [Sum  of  15b.  (1),  (2),  4503 

(3)  and  (4)] 

4613 

d.  Free  Distribution  by  Mail 

[Samples,  complimentary,  and  75 

other  free]  (1)  Outside-County 

75 

(2)  In-County  0 

0 

(3)  Other  Classes  Mailed  USPS  0 

0 

e.  Free  Distribution 

Outside  the  Mail  0 

(Carriers  of  Other  Means ) 

0 

f.  Total  Free  Distribution  (Sum 
of  15d  and  1 5e) 

75 

g.  Total  Distribution  4c 70 

(Sum  of  15c  and  15f)  J 

4688 

h.  Copies  Not  Distributed  447 

412 

1.  Total  (Sum  of  15  g.  and  h.)  5025 

5100 

j.  Percent  Paid  and/or 

Requested  Circulation  98% 

(15c.  I15g.  x 100) 

98% 

16.  This  Statement  of  Ownership  will  be  printed  in  the 
Vol  57:03  issue  of  this  publication. 


17.  Signature  and  Title  of  Editor,  Publisher,  Business 
Manager,  or  Owner:  Paul  Green,  Executive  Director, 
07  October,  2003,  I certify  that  all  information 
furnished  on  this  form  is  true  and  complete.  I 
understand  that  anyone  who  furnishes  false  or  mis- 
leading information  requested  on  the  form  or  who 
omits  material  or  information  requested  on  the  form 
may  be  subject  to  criminal  sanctions  (including  fines 
and  imprisonment)  and/or  civil  sanctions  (including 
civil  penalties). 


VOLUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  3 


365 


Southern 
Great  Plains 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 

715  Elmwood  Drive 
Norman,  Oklahoma  73072 
(jgrzybowski@ucok.edu) 

W.  Ross  Silcock 

P.O.  Box  57 
Tabor,  Iowa  51653 

(silcock@rosssilcock.com) 


While  the  recurrent  theme  from  the 
1990s  was  a wet  cycle,  we  have 
for  a few  years  now  experienced 
the  xeric  end  of  the  spectrum.  Covering 
both  periods,  however,  are  clear  warming 
trends.  Across  the  Region  this  season,  there 
were  more  dry  areas  than  wet,  and  the  gen- 
eral patterns  were  of  ever  fewer  waterbirds 
counted  and  of  increasingly  early  arrivals. 
Dry  conditions  may  be  to  blame  for  the  lower 
numbers  of  some  migratory  waterfowl 
species  such  as  Ring-necked  Ducks  and  Red- 
head. Species  such  as  Black-necked  Stilt, 
grebes,  rails,  gallinules,  and  even  some  gulls 
appear  to  be  in  lower  numbers  than  in  recent 
memory.  At  the  same  time,  it  seemed  like  a 
better-than-average  season  for  exceptional 
vagrants. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms 

(Cheyenne  Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS); 
McConaughy  (L.  McConaughy,  Keith, 
NE);  L.  Ogallala  (Lake  Ogallala,  Keith, 
NE);  Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford, 


KS);  Red  Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A., 
McCurtain,  OK). 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

The  last  Red-throated  Loon  noted  at  L. 
Tenkiller  was  21  Mar  (J\VA,  m.  ob.).  Two 
molting  Red-throateds  were  present  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  10-20  May  (LE,  JM).  Up  to  4 
Pacific  Loons  were  at  L.  Tenkiller  through  17 
Apr,  and  a Yellow-billed  Loon  wintering 
there  was  last  seen  17  Apr  (JWA,  m.  ob.). 
Perhaps  coincidentally,  one  appeared  in  Pot- 
tawatomie, KS  24  Apr  (DR  et  al.). 

An  Eared  Grebe  documented  in  Tulsa,  OK 
3 Mar  (JL,  PS)  was  quite  early.  Many  appar- 
ent Mar  records  of  Eared  Grebes  in  the 
Region  may  in  fact  refer  to  Horned  Grebes  in 
the  middle  of  spring  molt.  Western  Grebes 
were  not  very  widely  reported  this  season; 
the  3-4  noted  at  Quivira  11  & 21  May  (MT, 
PJ)  were  the  only  ones  reported  from  Okla- 
homa and  Kansas.  Two  Clark’s  Grebes  were 
reported  from  L.  Ogallala  from  early  Apr 
through  mid-May  (WRS),  with  up  to  2 at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  3 (MP)  & 13  May  (MRo 
et  al.)  and  singles  in  Sheridan,  NE  25  Apr 
(BW,  DW)  and  Phelps,  NE  27  Apr-6  May 
(LR,  RH,  RG). 

Surprising  was  the  appearance  of  a Brown 
Pelican  in  Oklahoma  City  10-31  May  (DWo, 
MO,  m.  ob.).  Neotropic  Cormorants  arrived 
at  Red  Slough  by  1 Apr  (DA,  BH).  Two 
Neotropics  appeared  in  Kansas,  one  in  Cof- 
fey 5 Apr  (ML)  and  another  at  Quivira  26 
Apr  (WnW).  The  only  Anhinga  reported 
was  one  documented  quite  far  n.  in  Leaven- 
worth, KS  3 May  (RMc,  MR,  CA). 

With  drying  conditions,  some  marsh 
birds  become  scarce.  The  only  Least  Bittern 
reported  was  at  its  range  limit  in  Keith/Gar- 
den, NE  14  May  (WRS,  SJD,  AB).  Early  for 
Nebraska  was  a Great  Egret  in  Lancaster  17 
Mar  (LE).  Two  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  wandered  n.  to  Fillmore,  NE  4 May 
(JGJ).  Becoming  more  expected  but  still 
rare  was  the  Tricolored  Heron  26  May  at 
Red  Slough  (DA).  A Cattle  Egret  17  Mar  in 
McCurtain,  OK  (DA,  MRe)  provided  an 
early  date  for  this  species.  Among  a grow- 
ing collection  of  records  for  Glossy  Ibis  in 
the  Region  were  birds  in  Cimarron,  OK  27 
Apr  (JWA),  Alfalfa,  OK  13  May  (CW),  and 
at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  14  May  (RMc  et  al.). 
A handful  of  extralimital  Black  Vultures 
included  one  in  Tulsa  14  & 18  Mar  (JF,  TM, 
DWd),  11  in  Gatyin,  OK  16  Mar  (JS),  one  in 
Cleveland,  OK  16  Mar  (JAG  et  al.),  and  up 
to  2 in  Cherokee,  KS  26  Apr-9  May  (RM,  SP, 
m.  ob.). 

Recently  invading  the  se.  corner  of  the 
Region,  7 Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
arrived  24  Apr  at  Red  Slough  (DA).  Esti- 
mates of  1,000,000  Snow  Geese  in  the  Kear- 
ney, NE  area  (CNK)  and  “millions”  (as  it 
were)  flying  northeastward  over  Wayne,  NE 
21  Mar  (NP)  hinted  at  the  species’  tremen- 
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dous  population  increases  in  recent  years. 
Quite  exceptional  was  a Black  Brant  noted 
at  Quivira  29  Mar  (SS  et  al.).  Away  from  w. 
Nebraska,  2 Trumpeter  Swans  were  identi- 
fied in  Jefferson , KS  13  Mar  (PH).  Five  Tun- 
dra Swans  were  noted  at  Quivira  8-13  Mar 
(SS,  m.  ob.). 

Among  the  record  counts  of  Northern 
Pintail  were  the  200,000  in  Harlan , NE  9 
Mar  (LR,  RH).  While  possibly  heartening, 
this  may  represent  a drought-induced  con- 
centration (fide  WRS).  Greater  Scaup  con- 
centrations appeared  lower  than  in  recent 
years,  with  the  high  counts  a meager  15  in 
Coffey,  KS  11  Mar  (DG,  GK).  Rather  incred- 
ibly, the  male  Tufted  Duck  that  has  been  a 
fixture  at  L.  Ogallala  each  winter  beginning 
1999-2000  was  still  there  as  late  as  14-16 
May  (SJD,  AB,  WRS). 

Rather  late  were  one  to  3 Common  Gold- 
eneyes at  L.  Ogallala  through  16  May  (SJD). 
Among  a very  small  collection  of  scoters  this 
season  were  a Surf  in  Alfalfa,  OK  9-16  Apr 
(AW),  2 Surfs  at  Quivira  10-19  May  (SS,  m. 
ob.),  and  a White-winged  in  Johnson,  KS 
8-15  Mar  (GP,  m.  ob.).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  spotted  in  Tulsa  1-18  Mar  (JWA,  JL,  m. 
ob.)  and  Douglas,  KS  8 Apr  (GPa).  Another 
record-high  count  was  the  “giant  raft”  of 
200,000  Common  Mergansers  in  Harlan,  NE 
14  Mar  (LR,  RH).  They  were  certainly  not 
noted  farther  south. 

DIURNAL  RAPTORS  THOUGH  TERNS 

Four  Northern  Goshawks  were  reported 
from  Nebraska  (but  with  no 
details;  fide  WRS).  Reports  of 
Merlin  seemed  lower  this  sea- 
son, but  the  number  of  Pere- 
grine reports  continues  to  rise, 
with  about  18  reported  from 
Nebraska  (fide  WRS)  and  15 
from  Kansas  (fide  LM).  A pair 
of  Peregrines  was  nesting  on 
the  Capitol  Building  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  (JD,  TEL,  KP).  Oth- 
ers were  noted  at  nest-boxes 
in  Wichita,  KS  27  Apr  (DY 
FV)  and  Topeka,  KS  in  late 
Mar  (JB).  One  captured  a 
European  Starling  on  a junk- 
food  restaurant  strip  in  Nor- 
man, OK  1 May  (JAG). 

Quivira  continues  to  host 
Black  Rails  (fide  LM) , and  Red 
and  Grassy  Sloughs  in  McCur- 
tain,  OK  have  small  numbers 
of  Purple  Gallinule  (DA).  Snowy  Plovers 
took  advantage  of  sand  flats  at  McConoughy 
to  extend  their  breeding  range,  with  at  least 
one  pair  laying  3 eggs  (16  May;  SJD);  this 
represents  only  the  4th  nesting  record  for 
Nebraska.  Low  water  may  be  benefiting  Pip- 
ing Plovers  at  McConoughy,  where  34  were 
counted  15  May  (SJD,  AB).  However, 


migrants  were  tougher  to  find,  with  only  4 
singles  reported  from  Nebraska  (fide  WRS), 
3 from  Kansas  (fide  LM),  and  none  from 
Oklahoma.  Among  the  more  difficult-to- 
interpret  records  was  that  of  110  Mountain 
Plovers  in  Kimball,  NE  during  May  (fide 
NGP);  this  high  count  may  represent  birds 
displaced  from  Pawnee  National  Grasslands 
in  neighboring  Colorado,  where  “numbers 
have  dropped  off  dramatically”  (fide  JGJ). 

Black-necked  Stilts  arriving  as  early  as  24 
Mar  in  Tillman,  OK  (L&MT)  found  poor 
nesting  conditions  in  the  drying  landscape. 
A small  population  of  stilts  appears  to  be 
sustaining  itself  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  where  up 
to  6 birds  were  present  (HW,  KD,  AK). 

About  300  American  Golden-Plovers 
were  in  Muskogee,  OK  by  7 Mar  (JM). 
Among  exceptionally  early  arrival  dates  for 
shorebirds  were  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  14  Mar 
in  Buffalo,  NE  (CNK)  and  Spotted  Sandpiper 
in  Scotts  Bluff , NE  13  Mar  (HW).  Whim- 
brels  generally  appeared  in  the  typical  win- 
dow 13-26  May,  with  exceptions  of  one  in 
Stafford,  KS  26  Apr  (SS,  m.  ob.)  and  14  in 
Texas,  OK  28  Apr  (JWA,  DWg).  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  e.  to  Fillmore,  NE  27  Apr  (JGJ) 
and  Pawnee,  OK  12  May  (DM).  Ruddy 
Turnstones  appeared  9-30  May,  with  excep- 
tional counts  of  50  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  20 
May  (GP)  and  60+  at  Quivira  24  May  (SS). 

Red  Knots  are  quite  rare  in  the  Region 
during  spring.  Two  were  noted  at  McCo- 
noughy 15  May  (SJD,  AB),  with  2 at  Quivira 
24  May  (SS).  Amazing  Regional  counts  of 


Sanderlings  were  the  150  at  Cheyenne  Bot- 
toms 13  May  (MRo  et  al.)  and  372+  at 
McConaughy  15  May  (SJD,  AB).  Perplex- 
ing is  the  apparent  bimodal  spring  pattern  of 
Dunlin  appearances;  some  birds  appear  in 
Mar  and  early  Apr,  with  the  more  significant 
and  typical  peak  in  mid-  to  late  May.  A sin- 
gle Dunlin  was  documented  8 Mar  in  Till- 


man, OK,  with  2-15  present  there  24  Mar-26 
Apr  (L&MT)  and  one  at  Red  Slough  30 
Mar-1  Apr  (DA,  BH).  In  contrast,  38  were 
reported  during  the  typical  period  5-20  May 
in  Nebraska  (fide  WRS).  Perhaps  only 
weakly,  this  suggests  the  potential  of  birds 
being  from  two  wintering  areas. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  spring  are 
found  along  a narrow  corridor  to  the  e.  of 
the  Regions  center.  In  the  Rainwater  Basin 
of  se.  Nebraska,  777  were  found  4-17  May, 
343  of  these  in  Seward  10  May  (JGJ)-  The 
next  highest  count  was  still  a nice  76  in 
Tulsa  16  May  (J\VA).  Top  that  with  an 
attractive  20,000+  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at 
Quivira  11  May  (MT).  Exceptionally  early 
was  a Wilsons  in  Muskogee,  OK  15  Mar 
(JM).  Red-necked  Phalaropes  typically  nip 
the  nw.  corner  of  the  Region  during  their 
May  migration,  and  this  season  up  to  8 were 
noted  s.  to  Cheyenne  Bottoms  and  Quivira 
(fide  LM),  with  one  e.  to  Washington,  KS  14 
May  (DT). 

There  was  a weaker-than-normal  showing 
of  gulls  this  season.  Only  2 Laughing  Gulls 
were  reported,  from  Linn,  KS  10  May  (CW) 
and  Douglas,  KS  11  May  (AS).  Fewer  Cali- 
fornia Gulls  were  reported  from  Nebraska 
than  during  the  wet  cycles  of  the  1990s,  this 
season  including  only  about  12  birds  (fide 
WRS).  A California  Gull  was  noted  in 
Sequoyah,  OK  9 Mar  (CC).  Thayers  Gulls 
were  reported  from  Harlan,  NE  9-14  Mar 
(up  to  3 birds;  LR,  RH),  and  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  present  in  Douglas , KS  2 (ad.;  AP)  & 9 
Mar  (second-winter  bird; 
DG).  The  real  surprise  was 
an  ad.  Sabine’s  Gull  12  May 
in  Kay/Osage,  OK  (JN). 

Among  terns  was  an 
exceptionally  early  Caspian 
Tern  26  (JWA)  & 29  Mar 
(JH)  in  Wagoner,  OK.  Ten 
ad.  Common  Terns  were 
located  at  three  locations  in 
Nebraska  14-25  May,  includ- 
ing 6 at  McConaughy  14 
May  (SJD,  WRS,  AB).  One 
Common  was  at  Quivira 
(PJ)  and  2 in  Comanche,  OK 
(JAG  et  al.),  all  21  May.  Sin- 
gle Arctic  Terns  at  Quivira 
12  May  (CW,  MR)  and 
McConaughy  16  (SJD,  AB) 
& 19  May  (MB)  could  repre- 
sent the  same  individual.  A 
count  of  1500  Black  Terns 
was  grand  at  L.  Ogallala  26  May  (LR,  RH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

Reports  continue  of  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves,  White-winged  Doves,  and  Inca 
Doves.  Still  rare  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
one  White-winged  was  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  15 
Apr  (KD),  with  one  in  Morton,  KS  25-27 


A Brown  Pelican  at  Lake  Hefner  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  10-31  (here  11)  May  2003  continued  the  pattern 
of  extralimital  appearances  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  and  beyond.  Photograph  by  Mitchell  Oliphant. 
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Apr  (SR  CH,  CG)  and  2 in  Finney,  KS  28  Apr 
(T&SS).  Inca  Doves  were  found  n.  to 
Finney,  KS  31  Mar  (DB)  and  Sedgwick,  KS  12 
May  (BM). 

Early  were  4 White-throated  Swifts  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  18  Apr  (AK) 
and  a Whip-poor-will  2 Apr  in 
Osage,  OK  (BG).  A surprise 
for  date  and  location  was  a 
male  Calliope  Hummingbird 
in  Finney,  KS  4-8  Apr  (MOs). 

But  then  again,  who  would 
have  thought  that  a 2nd 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in 
a year  (although  possibly  the 
same  bird)  would  appear  in 
Roger  Mills,  OK  14-16  May 
(EA,  PV,  TU).  A Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird was  present  in 
Comanche,  OK  28-29  Apr 
(KM). 

A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  was 
found  in  Buffalo,  NE  11-16 
May  (LR,  RH).  Quite  far  e.  for  the  species 
were  one  or  2 female  Ladder-backed  Wood- 
peckers in  Riley,  KS  10  Mar  (JR)  and  8 May 
(LJ,  m.  ob.). 

This  may  have  been  a better-than-average 
year  for  Empidonax  flycatchers,  many  or 
most  of  them  Least  Flycatchers.  But  among 
them  were  a few  less  expected  migrants, 
including  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  w.  in 
Comanche,  OK  19  May  (JAG)  and  an  appar- 
ent Gray  Flycatcher  documented  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK  20  May  (JM,  BH).  A male  Vermilion 
Flycatcher  appeared  in  Oklahoma  18-20  Mar 
(TN,  PV,  JAG,  TU),  with  pairs  at  two  loca- 
tions in  Cimanon,  OK  beginning  24  Apr 
QWA,  DWgJL,  PS,  m.  ob.). 

Northern  Shrikes  lingered  to  15  Mar  in 
Cimanon,  OK  (L&MT)  and  25  Mar  in  Har- 
lan, NE  (GH,  WH).  Early  was  a White-eyed 
Vireo  in  McCurtain,  OK  19  Mar  (JAG).  Field 
crews  located  over  1000  Black-capped  Vireo 
territories  in  the  Wichita  Mountains,  OK 
during  May  (JAG,  SW),  a testimony  to  the 
difference  management  efforts  can  make  for 
an  Endangered  species;  however,  fewer  than 
20  pairs  may  be  present  in  the  rest  of  Okla- 
homa. Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  noted  w. 
to  Seward,  NE  23  May  (JG)  and  exception- 
ally to  Cimarron,  OK  7 May  (PS,  ]L). 
Plumbeous  Vireos  were  found  in  Kimball 
and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  17  May  (SJD).  About  12 
Philadelphia  Vireos  were  reported  from  the 
e.  stretches  of  the  Region  5-29  May  (fide 
WRSJWA). 

The  winters  jay  saga  continued  into 
spring.  Steller’s  Jays  were  present  in  Meade, 
KS  24  Apr  (TF)  and  Cimarron,  OK  24-28 
Apr  QWA  et  ah).  Western  Scrub-Jays 
remained  to  at  least  24  Apr  in  Stevens,  KS  (5 
birds;  SP,  CH),  and  Morton,  KS  25-26  Apr 
(3-8  birds;  SP,  CH,  CG).  Five  Pinyon  Jays 
were  in  Keith,  NE  through  16  May  (CWH), 


with  5-12  in  Cheyenne,  KS  10  Mar  (HA). 
Early  swallow  arrivals  included  state  record 
or  near-record  dates  for  Tree  Swallow  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  18  Mar  (MU),  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  in  Harlan,  NE  1 Apr  (GH, 


WH),  and  Barn  Swallow  at  Buffalo,  NE  18 
Mar  (MM). 

A Mountain  Chickadee  wintering  in 
Keith,  NE  was  last  seen  12  Apr  (CWH).  East- 
erly was  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  9 Apr  in  Rus- 
sell, KS  (MR).  The  w.  race  of  Veery  was  in 
Cheyenne,  NE  1 May  (AS),  Cimanon,  OK  20 
May  (JM,  BH),  and  in  Kimball,  NE  17  May 
(SJD).  A Curve-billed  Thrasher  wintering  in 
Sioux,  NE  was  still  present  26  May  ( fide  AK). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Few  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  found, 
those  being  in  Knox,  NE  24  May  (MB), 
Wyandotte,  KS  11  May  (CW),  and  Cherokee, 


Quite  a surprise  was  this  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  1 5 May 

2003  south  of  Durham,  Roger  Mills  County,  Oklahoma.  It  pro- 
vided the  second  record  for  the  Region,  although  a remote  pos- 
sibility exists  that  it  was  the  same  bird  as  found  into  January 

2003  in  southwestern  Oklahoma.  Photograph  by  Patricia  Me. 

OK  19  Apr  (DVa).  The  even  rarer  Golden- 
winged Warbler  appeared  in  Lancaster,  NE  4 
May  (JM),  Sarpy,  NE  8 May  (2  birds;  JGJ), 
Wyandotte , KS  11  May  (CW),  and  Johnson, 
KS  19  May  (GR  DS).  Tennessee  Warblers 
were  found  w.  to  L.  Ogallala  16  May  (2; 
SJD),  and  Cimarron,  OK  20  May  (JM,  BH). 
Among  the  “zooties,”  Cape  May  Warblers 


were  noted  in  Madison,  NE  10  May  (MB),  I 

Johnson,  KS  12  May  (AS),  Riley,  KS  16  May  | 

(GS),  Leavenworth,  KS  17  May  (DW1),  and 
Cherokee,  KS  18  May  (SS,  MR).  Reports  of 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  came  from 
Sedgwick,  KS  4 May  (RB),  Cherokee, 

OK  7 May  (JWA,  SM,  JH),  Leaven- 
worth, KS  17  May  (DWl),  and  Hayes, 

NE  26  May  (DF).  Among  w.  warblers 
e.  of  normal  were  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  in  Morton,  KS  26  Apr  1 
(CG)  and  a Townsend’s  Warbler  in 
Finney,  KS  30  Apr  (DB,  T&SS,  MRa). 

Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  noted 
w.  to  Comanche,  OK  8 May  (JAG,  SG) 
and  Cimarron,  OK  20  May  (JM,  BH).  j 
Pine  Warblers,  quite  rare  in  Nebraska, 
were  located  in  Otoe,  NE  13  Apr  (JK, 

SK)  and  Washington,  NE  26  May  (JT,  j 
LW).  One  Pine  Warbler  was  located  w.  j 
to  Sedgwick,  KS  (ST,  DV),  and  Palm  j 
Warblers  were  found  w to  Keith/Gar-  ] 
den,  NE  14  May  (SJD,  AB,  WRS)  and  J 
Dawson,  NE  3 May  (LR,  RH).  Other  e.  war- 
blers a bit  out  of  range  were  single  Magnolia  | 
and  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  in 
Cimanon,  OK  14  May  (PS,  JL),  single  Prairie 
Warblers  in  Morton,  KS  27  Apr  (CG)  and 
Quivira  3 May  (RW),  a Worm-eating  War-  I 
bier  in  Finney,  KS  30  Apr  (DB),  and  single 
Hooded  Warblers  in  Furnas,  NE  23-27  Apr  j 
(LO)  and  Sedgwick,  KS  2 May  (PJ).  Bay-  1 
breasted  Warblers  made  their  best  showing 
in  e.  Kansas,  with  reports  of  11  birds  (fide 
LM);  only  2 were  noted  from  Nebraska,  both 
in  Lancaster  (LE),  with  one  other  in  Tulsa  j 
(TM).  Beyond  the  normal  migration  corri- 
dor were  single  MacGillivray’s  Warblers  in 
Lincoln,  NE  14  May  (LE)  and  Cheyenne,  KS  ) 
25  May  (HA). 

Quite  easterly  was  a male  Western  Tan- 
ager  in  Pontotoc,  OK  13  May  (MBa).  As 
many  as  5 Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  located 
in  Washington,  NE  22-31  May  (JT,  CNK),  } 
and  an  early  Henslow’s  was  in  Pawnee,  NE 
20  Apr  (WRS).  A spring  treat  were  single  j 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  in  Johnson, 

NE  4 May  (TEL)  and  in  Washington,  NE  22 
May  (JT).  The  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  at  j 
Quivira  27  Apr  (GF)  should  have  been  in  j 
Alaska  by  that  date. 

Several  McCown’s  Longspurs  were  j 
located  in  Box  Butte,  NE  16  May  (HW).  An  | 
easterly  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  in 
Knox,  NE  7 Apr  provided  the  happy 
observer’s  300th  species  for  the  county  | 
(MB).  Two  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in  j 
Cheyenne,  NE  15  May  (AS).  A Black-headed  j 
Grosbeak  made  it  e.  to  Washington,  KS  6 May  ; 
(DT).  A surprising  array  of  Lazuli  Buntings 
was  reported,  although  there  is  evidence  that 
some  were  hybrids  with  Indigo  Bunting. 
Most  easterly  were  those  in  Tulsa  1 May  j 

(BC),  Johnson,  KS  3 May  (NC),  Lancaster,  \ 

NE  14  May  (JLL),  and  Washington,  NE  26 


Also  increasing  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  are  records  for  Glossy  Ibis.  This  bird  (left 
center)  was  found  near  Salt  Plains  N.W.R.  in  Alfalfa  County,  Oklahoma  1 3 May  2003. 
Photograph  by  Christopher  L.  Wood. 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS: 


May  (LE).  Hybrid  Lazuli  x Indigo  Buntings 
were  noted  in  Blaine  and  Comanche,  OK 
(JAG);  2 hybrids  were  banded  in  Sarpy , NE 
14  May  (RG).  An  Indigo  Bunting  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  w.  NE  28  Apr  was  likely  a first-summer 
male  (KD).  Painted  Buntings  were  noted  n. 
to  Geaiy  (C&JO),  Riley  (TC),  and  Douglas, 
KS  (GPa).  The  first  documented  Bronzed 
Cowbird  for  the  Region  was  a male  briefly 
videotaped  in  Cimarron,  OK  18  May  (JM, 
BH). 

Only  two  reports  of  Purple  Finch  were 
received  for  Nebraska,  one  a female  that 
wintered  in  Dixon  through  20  Mar  (JJ),  and 
the  other  in  Lancaster  2 May  (LG).  One  was 
also  reported  in  Cimarron,  OK  27-28  May 
(JWA  et  al.),  a westerly  location. 
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Malaya,  Borneo  (Mt.  Kinabalu) 
4-27  July 

NORTH  BURMA 
EXPEDITION 

SE  Himalayas 
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Borneo, 

Mt.  Kinabalu 
3-25  July 
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SUMATRA 

30  July-22  August 
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VIETNAM 

North,  South 

2- 25  January 

THAILAND 

Northwest,  Central, 
Peninsular 

3- 25  January 

PHILIPPINES 

Luzon,  Mindanao,  Cebu, 
Palawan,  Bohol,  Negros 
30  January -1  March 

WEST  BURMA 

Mt.  Victoria,  Pagan 
5-28  March 

BHUTAN 

2-25  April 

NW  CHINA 

Xinjiang  Province 
21  May-13  June 

TIBET  TRAVERSE 

12  June-13  July 


Looking  for  a Birding  Adventure? 

Go  offshore  with  Seabirding 
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Brian  Patteson 
Seabirding 

P.O.  Box  772 
Hatteras  NC  27943 
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Pelagic  trips  since  1986 

Departures  from 

Virginia  Beach, VA 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
Hatteras,  NC 

aboard  the  best  & fastest 
boats  available 

Friendly  knowledgeable  leaders 
with  extensive  offshore 
experience 

Chum  for  bringing  the  birds  close 

Winter  trips  for  Great  Skua 
andalcids 

Spring  & summer  trips  for 
Gulf  Stream  specialties 
including  rare  Pterodromas 
and  tropicbirds 

Late  summer  trips  for  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel 
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Texas 


Mark  W.  Lockwood 

402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
Alpine,  Texas  79830 
(markJockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 


The  consensus  around  the  state  this 
spring  was  that  it  was  dry,  a familiar 
theme  for  much  of  the  state  in  recent 
years.  In  Central  Texas,  the  Austin  area  had 
precious  little  precipitation  during  April  and 
May.  For  San  Antonio,  May  was  the  second 
driest  in  about  120  years  of  record-keeping, 
and  Midland  continues  to  suffer  through 
what  seems  like  an  endless  drought.  Hous- 
ton’s Intercontinental  Airport  had  only  9.04 
cm  for  the  entire  spring  period  versus  a norm 
of  30.76  cm. 

A fairly  strong  front  moved  through  the 
state  on  28-29  March,  grounding  large  num- 
bers of  migrants  along  the  coast.  Some  long- 
time observers  were  astounded  by  the  num- 
bers of  warblers  found  in  woodlots  along  the 


Upper  and  Central  coasts.  Overall,  weather 
conditions  were  conducive  to  seeing 
migrants  along  the  coast  through  much  of 
the  spring,  although  there  were  no  large 
groundings  during  peak  migration. 

Eastern  migrants  appeared  in  the  west- 
ern half  of  the  state  in  good  diversity  but 
perhaps  in  lower  numbers  than  average. 
The  highlight  of  the  period  was  the  appear- 
ance of  two  Slate-throated  Redstarts,  one  in 
the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  the  other 
in  Big  Bend  National  Park.  The  Blue 
Mockingbird  found  during  the  winter 
remained  through  the  spring,  repeating  the 
pattern  of  one  that  spent  three  years  in 
nearby  Weslaco. 

Abbreviations:  T.B.R.C.  (Texas  Bird  Records 
Committee);  U.T.C.  (Upper  Texas  Coast); 
N.S.  (National  Seashore);  VC.  D.  B.  (Village 
Creek  Drying  Beds).  The  following  are 
shortened  names  for  the  respective  local, 
county,  state,  or  national  parks,  and  wildlife 
refuges,  etc.:  Anahuac,  Bentsen,  Big  Bend, 
Big  Bend  Ranch,  Brazoria,  Buffalo  Lake,  San 
Bernard,  and  Santa  Ana. 


LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

The  Red-throated  Loon  present  this  winter 
at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  was  last  seen  on  23 
Mar  (ML).  Pacific  Loons  were  found  at  L. 
Buchanan,  Llano  1-12  Mar  (TLe,  SA),  L. 
O’The  Pines,  Marion  11  Mar  (TLe),  and  L. 
Texoma,  Grayson  14  Mar  (RR,  BG).  A fam- 
ily group  of  Least  Grebes  at  Brazoria  29  Mar 
implied  local  breeding  (JSt  et  al.).  Two  alter- 
nate-plumaged  Horned  Grebes  were  an 
unexpected  sight  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  L., 
Bell  11  Apr  (RPi).  A high  count  of  18  West- 
ern Grebes  was  noted  on  L.  Buchanan,  Llano 
1 Mar  (TFe).  A Clarks  Grebe  in  Lubbock  9 
Mar  (AL)  provided  one  of  the  few  records 
for  the  South  Plains.  In  contrast  to  last  year, 
only  12  ad.  Aechmophorus  grebes,  and  no 
young,  were  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  31 
May  (JPa).  An  early  Masked  Booby  was  seen 
from  the  Quintana  Jetty,  Brazoria  15  Mar 
O&WR).  A few  scattered  Brown  Pelicans 
were  found  inland,  including  one  flying  over 
IH-20  in  Midland  26  May  (BLu)  and  another 
at  Ft.  Hancock,  El  Paso  6 Apr  (Bj,  JSp  et  al.). 
A Neotropic  Cormorant  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn, 
San  Augustine  3 Apr  (DW)  provided  the  first 
Apr  record  for  the  Pineywoods.  On  25  May, 
Paton  located  a rookery  in  w.  El  Paso  that 
included  6 Neotropic  Cormorant  nests,  the 
first  in  El  Paso. 

A Least  Bittern  along  the  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage Nature  Trail  in  Big  Bend  31  Mar  (LC) 
was  a nice  find  in  the  park,  as  was  a Tricol- 
ored Heron  present  there  9-13  Apr  (ShW, 
MF  et  al.).  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
also  frequented  Rio  Grande  Village,  includ- 
ing 2 ads.  carrying  nesting  material  13  Apr 
(MF).  White-faced  Ibis  congregated  in  very 
large  numbers  at  El  Paso’s  Feather  L.  this 
season,  reaching  a peak  of  6,700  birds  19 
Apr  (JSp).  Unexpected  spring  Wood  Storks 
were  found  on  the  Trinity  R.,  Chambers  18 
Apr  (SL)  and  Addicks  Res.,  Harris  20  Apr 
(TK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A very  good  find  was  a Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  7 May  (PAb),  as  was  one  at  Lub- 
bock 15  May  (BBe).  A Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  lingered  at  Taylor,  Williamson 
until  7 May  (TFe).  Five  Tundra  Swans  were 
noted  at  L.  Meredith  6 Mar  (RCa).  The  9 
Wood  Ducks  that  wintered  in  Midland 
remained  until  7 Apr  (RMS).  A high  count 
of  750+  Blue-winged  Teal  was  tallied  at 
Hagerman,  Grayson  from  late  Apr  to  early 
May  (RR).  Late-departing  Green-winged 
Teal  were  noted  in  Midland  26  May  (RMS, 
BE)  and  in  w.  Jeff  Davis  29  May  (DD,  SCa). 
A Greater  Scaup  at  Beaumont,  Jefferson , 10 
May  (JWh  et  al.)  represented  a new  U.T.C 
late  date.  An  imm.  male  Surf  Scoter  at  Bal- 
morhea L.,  Reeves  1-16  May  was  an  unex- 
pected find  (MAd  et  al.),  as  was  a male  at 
Keystone  Marsh,  El  Paso  18-24  May  (JKi, 
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JPa).  Four  White-winged  Scoters  were 
along  old  highway  87  in  Jefferson  10  Apr 
(MO),  and  Black  Scoters  remained  as  late  as 
5 Apr  in  Jefferson  (EC  et  al.).  The  Long- 
tailed Duck  found  in  the  winter  at  Shallowa- 
ter,  Lubbock  remained  until  30  Apr  (m.  ob.). 
A Common  Goldeneye  at  Texas  City, 
Galveston  30  Apr  was  the  2nd  latest 
for  the  U.T.C.  (TFr,  TC,  SCo).  A 
female  Flooded  Merganser  with  3 
ducklings  in  Austin  27  Apr  (RO)  was 
a nice  find.  A Hooded  Merganser  at 
San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  16  May 
was  the  latest  ever  reported  for  the 
U.T.C.  (MG  et  al.). 

There  were  two  active  Osprey  nests 
found  this  year,  one  at  L.  Sam  Ray- 
burn, Angelina  (DW,  JF)  and  another 
at  L.  Houston,  Harris  ( fide  CSh).  A 
very  late  migrant  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
was  at  Packery  Channel,  Nueces  1 
May  (AC,  MC).  A White-tailed  Kite 
at  El  Paso  1-10  Mar  (LBa,  JSp  t,  m. 
ob.)  was  the  2nd  for  El  Paso.  Missis- 
sippi Kites  appear  to  be  expanding 
their  nesting  range  in  cen.  Texas,  with 
nesting  birds  noted  in  several  previ- 
ously unknown  locations.  An  imm. 
Northern  Goshawk  was  well  docu- 
mented on  a private  ranch  in  n.  Pre- 
sidio 8 May  (t  ph.,  KBr,  JO).  Single 
Gray  Hawks  at  Shafter,  Presidio  2 Apr 
(FK)  and  along  the  West  Sabinal  R., 
Bandera  23  Apr  (JaH  et  al.)  were  at 
unexpected  locations.  Five  Broad- 
winged Hawks  were  reported  from 
nw.  Texas,  with  the  earliest  in  Lub- 
bock 12  Apr  (MDo)  and  the  latest  at 
Buffalo  L.  23-24  May  (KS  LS).  An 
imm.  dark-morph  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  seen  on  a private  ranch  in 
n.  Presidio  8 May  (KBr,  JO);  another 
was  at  Big  Bend  Ranch  25  May  (SCa, 

DD).  Two  Short-tailed  Hawks  were 
reported  this  spring:  a dark  morph  at 
Bentsen,  Hidalgo  5 Apr  (TM1,  BZ)  and 

3 May  (tOC),  and  a light-morph  bird  at 
Sabal  Palm,  Cameron  12  Apr  (tChS  et  al). 
An  exceptionally  early  Swainson’s  Hawk 
arrived  near  Houston,  Harris  23  Feb  (JTh). 
A Zone-tailed  Hawk  wandered  into  e.  Bas- 
trop 16  May  (JMu).  Lone  Peregrine  Falcons 
sighted  in  El  Paso  3 & 25  May  led  Paton  to 
suspect  that  a pair  might  be  nesting  in  the 
Franklin  Mts. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Radio-tagged  Yellow  Rails  at  Brazoria  were 
“lost”  on  14  and  24  Apr,  which  suggests 
they  had  left  the  area  (AG).  A Black  Rail  in 
Lubbock  3 May  (AF)  afforded  the  first 
spring  record  for  the  South  Plains.  A vocal 
King  Rail  was  at  Alazan  Bayou,  Nacogdoches 

4 Mar-10  Apr  (JF  et  al.).  A Purple  Gallinule 
at  Richardson,  Dallas  5-12  May  (BG,  RCh, 


m.  ob.)  provided  a rare  local  record.  A 
Sandhill  Crane  lingered  at  Lubbock  to  the 
very  late  date  of  28  May  (JTS  et  al.)  Two 
Whooping  Cranes  were  noted  during  their 
brief  stopover  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  L.,  Bell 
11  Apr  (RPi). 


A pair  of  Common  Black-Hawks  returned  to  the  same  cottonwood  grove  at 
Rio  Grande  Village  in  Big  Bend  National  Park  for  the  eighth  consecutive  year. 
The  hawks  were  first  seen  1 3 March  2003,  and  nesting  activities  were  noted 
by  early  April.  The  male  was  generally  the  more  easily  observable  of 
the  pair  (here  12  April).  Photograph  by  Mark  \N.  Lockwood. 


This  immature  Northern  Goshawk  provided  only  the  1 8th  documented  record 
for  Texas.  This  individual  was  on  a private  ranch  in  northern  Presidio 
County  8 May  2003.  Photograph  by  Kelly  B.  Bryan. 


On  the  High  Plains,  Black-bellied  Plovers 
were  noted  in  Carson  5 Apr  (EK,  BPi,  RSc), 
Ralls,  Crosby  26  Apr  (VL),  and  Cactus  L., 
Moore  17  May  (KS).  A group  of  13  Black- 
bellied  Plovers  was  at  Hagerman,  Grayson 
13-20  May  (m.  ob.).  A very  good  find  was 
an  American  Golden-Plover  at  Idalou,  Lub- 
bock 10  May  (BBe,  BPh).  Mountain  Plovers 
were  last  noted  in  the  Granger  L.  area, 
Williamson  26  Mar  (BFr).  A high  count  of 
45  Willets  was  tallied  at  Granger  L., 
Williamson  26  Apr  (TFe).  Farther  w.,  sur- 
prising numbers  of  Willets  included  17  at 
El  Paso  27  Apr  and  25  at  Tornillo  Res.,  El 
Paso  3 May.  Two  Spotted  Sandpipers  at 
Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  15  Mar  (BPi)  were 
three  weeks  early  for  the  Panhandle,  but 
earlier  still  was  one  in  Lubbock  8 Mar  (AF). 
Inland  Whimbrels  included  one  at  Hager- 


man 17  Apr  (RR),  one  at  Kirby  L.,  Taylor  7 
May  (fide  LBl),  2 at  L.  Benbrook,  Tarrant  20 
May  (MR),  and  another  at  Hagerman  16 
May  (BG).  A late  Long-billed  Curlew  was 
in  a Midland  alfalfa  field  27  May  (SE).  Two 
Hudsonian  Godwits  were  a fine  find  in 
„ Floyd  30  May  (JST).  A flock  of  13 
Ruddy  Turnstones  was  noted  at  L. 
Benbrook,  Tarrant  20  May  (JCo).  A 
Surlbird  was  observed  along  old  87 
e.  of  High  1.  in  Jefferson  1 Apr  (TEC) 
and  again  on  11  Apr  (TMO);  if 
accepted,  it  would  represent  the  8th 
state  record.  A well-described 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  at 
Choke  Canyon  Res.,  Live  Oak  on  the 
unprecedented  early  date  of  5 Apr 
(MO).  An  estimated  2500  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  11  May  at  Peli- 
can L,  Galveston  was  a noteworthy 
count  (JSt  et  al.).  Farther  w.,  6 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  in 
Midland  21  May  (m.  ob.).  The  Pur- 
ple Sandpiper  that  wintered  at 
Freeport  remained  until  3 May  (HB, 
m.  ob.),  but  another  was  discovered 
on  the  North  Jetty  at  Port  Bolivar, 
Galveston  29  Apr-4  May  (RM,  +TK 
et  al.).  An  amazing  52  Dunlin  were 
observed  at  L.  Benbrook  20  May  as 
they  passed  through  in  small  flocks 
during  the  day  (MR),  and  21  others 
were  noted  at  Hagerman  21  May 
(BG). 

A good  concentration  of  33  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  was  noted  on  an 
Austin  golf  course,  Travis  9 Apr  (SY), 
and  a single  individual  at  Katy 
Prairie,  Harris  18  May  was  late  (KH). 
A female  Ruff  was  well  described 
from  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Chambers  19 
Apr  (TC-TL).  Two  displaying  Amer- 
ican Woodcocks  were  found  within  a 
mile  of  salt  water  at  San  Bernard 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  4 Mar  (RWe).  Lin- 
gering American  Woodcocks  were 
present  near  Utley,  Bastrop  15-22  Mar  (BFr) 
and  Austin,  Travis  20  May  (SY).  Rare  during 
spring,  a Red-necked  Phalaropc  was  noted  in 
Midland  17  May  (RMS). 

Laughing  Gulls  were  found  at  L.  Ben- 
brook, Tarrant  15  Apr  and  20  May  (MR).  A 
first-year  Little  Gull  was  reported  at  Beau- 
mont, Jefferson  27  Apr  (NBl  et  al.)  and  last 
seen  29  Apr  (TMO).  A very  white  gull  iden- 
tified as  an  Iceland  Gull  was  photographed 
from  the  Quintana/Surfside  Jetties,  Brazoria 
11-12  Mar  (THT,  PKe);  there  is  only  one 
confirmed  state  record  of  this  species.  The 
wintering  Glaucous  Gull  at  Galveston  was 
last  reported  19  Apr  (C-TL),  and  the  winter- 
ing Great  Black-backed  Gull  from  Boca 
Chica,  Cameron  was  last  seen  24  Mar  (JA).  A 
migrating  Caspian  Tern  was  a great  find  at 
Ft.  Hancock,  Hudspeth  11  May  (JPa).  A 
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Royal  Tern  at  L.  Belton,  Bell  12  May  (RPi) 
provided  a very  good  inland  record  and  a 
county  first.  Noteworthy  inland  Common 
Terns  included  one  at  Midland  18  May  (SSC, 
RMS),  3 at  L.  Benbrook  20  May  (MR),  and 
one  at  Hagerman  21  May  (BG). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A pair  of  Common  Ground-Doves  was  at 
Granger  L.,  Williamson  22  Apr  (TFe).  A late 
migrant  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  near  Utley, 
Bastrop  26  May  (BFr).  Migrating  Flammu- 
lated  Owls  were  discovered  in  Lubbock  24 
Apr  (JCr)  and  El  Paso  3 May  (RHe,JKi,  BJ  et 
al.).  Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owls  continue  to  ; 
be  present  at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  (nr.  ob.).  A | 
Barred  Owl  in  Donley  7 May  (BPi)  provided 
a 2nd  county  record.  Two  Long-eared  Owls 
were  discovered  in  w.  Travis  24  Mar  (BFr).  A 
well-described  Short-eared  Owl  was  at  Bra- 
zoria on  the  record-late  date  of  26  May  (SL, 
SG).  A Common  Pauraque  wandered  n.  and 
set  up  shop  in  w.  Guadalupe  2 Apr+  (SSc  et 
al.).  Common  Poorwills  arrived  early  in 
Lubbock,  with  singles  noted  12  & 30  Mar 
(EM,  AF);  also  early  were  2 at  L.  Tangle- 
wood,  Randall  2 Apr  (TLJ).  Nine  Chuck- 
will's-widows  in  Donley  7 May  (BPi)  and  3 
near  Afton,  Dickens  10  May  (B&SR)  pro- 
vided further  evidence  of  possible  nesting  in 
the  Panhandle  and  South  Plains.  An  early 
Whip-poor-will  was  heard  at  Appleby, 
Nacogdoches  13  Mar  (KBu),  while  another 
heard  near  Salado,  Bell  4 Apr  (RPi)  provided 
a county  first.  Three  Green  Violet-ears  were 
noted  at  two  Hill  Country  locations  this  sea- 
son: one  near  Comfort,  Kendall  4-14  May 
(ph.  PW,  tSWi)  and  2 near  Johnson  City, 
Blanco  19  May+  (VA,  m.  ob.;  t,  ph.).  An  ad. 
male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  returned  to 
Ft.  Davis  24  Apr+  (KBr  t,  nr.  ob.),  and 
another  ad.  male  made  a brief  visit  to  an  El 
Paso  yard  12  Apr  (TBZ).  A Buff-bellied 
Hummingbird  in  w.  Austin,  Travis  11  Apr 
(NBa)  was  one  of  the  few  from  the  Hill 
Country.  The  Calliope  Hummingbird  that 
wintered  at  Russ  Pitman  Park,  Harris  lin- 
gered until  12  Apr  (DVe  et  al.);  another  that 
wintered  in  Houston,  Harris  was  last  seen  31 
Mar  (J&WR).  A female  Calliope  Humming- 
bird banded  20  Feb  by  Swartz  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Nueces  was  recaptured  13  Apr. 

A Ringed  Kingfisher  was  spotted  along 
the  Llano  R.,  Kimble  2 May  (RhH).  A 
female  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at  Lake 
Jackson,  Brazoria  1 1 May  was  the  2nd  lat- 
est for  the  U.T.C.  (WP).  Ladder-backed 
Woodpeckers  continued  at  Damon,  Brazo- 
ria through  the  spring,  suggesting  that  a 
small  breeding  population  may  be  present 
(RWe).  A well-described  Hairy  Wood- 
pecker at  Cypress,  Harris  on  the  odd  date  of 
10  May  was  the  first  for  the  U.T.C.  in  many 
years  (KaB).  A Hairy  Woodpecker  was  j 
unexpected  at  Lubbock  30  Mar  (AF,  | 


Bryan  continued  to  investigate  the  Vermivora  warblers  present  in  the  upper  elevations  of  the  Davis  Mountains.  This 
spring  he  audiotaped  and  captured  an  apparent  Colima  Warbler  21  May.  Another  Colima  Warbler  present  in  1999 
and  2000  has  been  the  only  other  male  Vermivora  to  exhibit  a classic  Colima  song.  These  individuals  were  found  in  open 
Ponderosa  Pine  woodlands  with  an  understory  of  pinyon,  juniper,  and  oaks. 

Measurements  of  what  appeared  to  be  a Virginia's  Warbler  from  this  same  area  last  year  revealed  figures  above  the 
maxima  expected  for  the  species.  This  suggests  a possible  secondary  contact  zone  between  Virginia's  and  Colima  Warblers 
in  which  at  least  occasional  hybridization  occurs.  So  far,  all  Vermivora  found  on  the  upper  ridges  of  the  mountain,  prima- 
rily in  Gambel's  Oak  thickets,  have  proven  to  be  typical  Virginia's  Warblers,  although  additional  research  is  needed. 


B&SR).  A Pileated  Woodpecker  wandered 
e.  to  in  se.  Bell  1 Mar  (RPi). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  JAYS 

An  early  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  at  Port 
Bolivar,  Galveston  13  Apr  (SMe  et  al.).  The 
Greater  Pewee  that  spend  the  winter  at 
Anzalduas,  Hidalgo  remained  until  19  Mar 
(tm.  ob.).  Unexpected  so  far  nw.  was  a 
singing  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  near  Texline, 
Dalian i 25  May  (BPi).  Excellent  finds  were  a 
Hammonds  and  2 Dusky  Flycatchers  at 
Muleshoe  27  Apr  (BBe,  AF)  and  a Gray  Fly- 
catcher at  Lubbock  11  May  (AF).  A pair  of 
Buff-breasted  Flycatchers  returned  to  the 
cen.  Davis  Mts.  Jeff  Davis  for  the  5th  consec- 
utive year,  but  for  the  first  time  2 males  were 
present  2 May+  (tKBr  et  al.).  A Black  Phoebe 
was  at  Buffalo  L.  15  Apr-4  May  (KS,  PAc). 
An  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  27 
Apr  was  extremely  late  (CBr).  Two  pairs  of 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  located  in  Brazos, 
where  the  species  is  a rare  nester  (m.  ob.).  A 
Say’s  Phoebe  at  L.  Denton,  Denton  16-17  Apr 
(ED)  was  a county  first.  A Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher wandered  n.  to  Lubbock  7 Apr  (PKi). 

A Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  returned  to 
Big  Bends  Boot  Canyon  16  Apr,  and  2 may 
have  been  present  3 May  ( fide  MF,  tm.  ob.). 
An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  in  Collin  26  May 
(RR)  was  the  first  for  the  county.  A Great 
Crested  Flycatcher  along  Alum  Cr.,  Bastrop 
16  Mar  (BFr)  was  early.  Two  Brown-crested 
Flycatchers  at  Brazos  Bend,  Fort  Bend  22 
Mar  may  have  overwintered  (MAu).  Wan- 
dering Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were 
found  at  Cottonwood  Campground,  Brew- 
ster 16  Apr  (MF),  Hays  30  Apr  (BFr),  Web- 
berville  Park,  Travis  4 May  (BFr,  PS),  and 
Rio  Grande  Village  7 May  (PAb).  Great 
Kiskadees  made  rare  Trans-Pecos  appear- 
ances, with  one  at  Rio  Grande  Village  24-25 
Apr  (JSm,  ROl)  and  2 in  nw.  Pecos  27  May 
(CE,  JG).  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
present  at  Packery  Channel,  Nueces  30 
Apr-1  May  (tLA,  TMC),  providing  the  13th 
record  for  the  state.  A non-vocalizing 
Couchs/Tropical  Kingbird  at  Pandale,  Val 
Verde  21  Apr  seemed  a bit  farther  nw.  than 
expected  (EC).  Couchs  Kingbirds  returned 
to  Webberville  Park,  Travis  12  Apr  (BFr), 
and  another  pair  was  observed  nest  building 
in  New  Braunfels,  Comal  11  Apr  (CuH).  A 


Thick-billed  Kingbird  on  the  Davis  Mts.  Pre- 
serve 17  May  (tML  et  al.)  was  a first  record 
for  Jeff  Davis.  A Western  Kingbird  at  Lub- 
bock 16  Mar  (BBe)  was  one  of  the  earliest 
ever  for  the  South  Plains.  An  Eastern  King- 
bird was  noted  at  several  locations  in  Big 
Bend  19-20  May  (B&SB,  OP).  The  female 
Rose-throated  Becard  that  spent  last  summer 
at  Santa  Ana  returned  9 Mar+  ( fide  BMc). 

A male  Black-capped  Vireo  was  an  excel- 
lent find  in  n.  Presidio  28  May  (SCa,  DD),  as 
was  a male  heard  at  the  Cedar  Ridge  Pre- 
serve, Dallas  3 May  (KC).  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  wandered  w.  to  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  31  Mar  (BMa),  Lubbock  10  May 
(TSR),  and  Jeff  Davis  28  May  (SCa,  DD). 
The  7 Plumbeous  Vireos  in  the 
Amarillo/Buffalo  L.  area  were  in  an  area 
where  this  species’  status  is  poorly  known. 
A Blue-headed  Vireo  frequented  Big  Bend’s 
Cottonwood  Campground  12-16  Apr  (ML, 
MF).  Hill  Country  Hutton’s  Vireos  were 
seen  along  the  Guadalupe  R.,  Kerr  9 Apr 
(TG)  and  Live  Oak  Cr.,  Crockett  21  Apr 
(EC).  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  in  Lubbock 
27  Apr  (AF).  Early  Warbling  Vireos  were 
found  at  Sea  Rim,  Jefferson  26  Mar  (GD)  and 
Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  27  Mar  QFIa).  War- 
bling Vireos  returned  to  Webberville  Park, 
Travis  4 May+  (BFr  et  al.),  and  one  was 
observed  gathering  nesting  material  at  McK- 
inney Roughs,  Bastrop  6 May  (CM).  A Red- 
eyed Vireo  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  6 Mar 
was  one  of  the  earliest  ever  for  the  U.T.C. 
(AM).  Two  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  at  Big 
Bend  Ranch  26  May  (SCa,  DD).  A Yellow- 
green  Vireo  was  documented  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  12  May  (tTCo),  and  another  was 
on  South  Padre  L,  Cameron  21-30  May  (tJA, 
ph.  BMc).  Black-whiskered  Vireos  have 
become  almost  annual  in  spring  on  the 
U.T.C.;  this  spring,  singles  were  reported 
from  w.  Galveston  Island,  Galveston  23  Apr, 
14  May,  and  19  May  (tJSt),  and  from  Sabine 
Woods,  Jefferson  23  May  (TDVe).  The 
Stellers  Jays  that  wintered  in  the  Panhan- 
dle/South Plains  and  in  the  El  Paso  area  lin- 
gered into  Apr,  with  one  in  Amarillo  remain- 
ing to  a record-late  date  of  17  Apr  and  one  in 
El  Paso  continuing  to  be  seen  into  the  first 
week  of  May  (JPa)-  Quite  surprising  was  a 
Western  Scrub-Jay  in  the  desert  lowlands  of 
Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  21  May  (DD,  SCa). 
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Table  1 . Eastern  warblers  found  in  the  western  half  of  Texas  during  spring  2003. 


Golden-winged 

27  Apr 

Boot  Canyon,  Big  Bend  (J&LW) 

30  Apr 

Oak  Springs,  Big  Bend  (JHa) 

Tennessee 

3 May 

Potter  (BPi,  RSc  etal.) 

3 May 

Boot  Spring,  Big  Bend  (ML,  EC,  MAd) 

19  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (ML) 

Northern  Parula 

1 May 

Rio  Grande  Village,  Big  Bend  (EKw) 

Chestnut-sided 

16  May 

Pampa,  Cray  (ME)  & Lubbock,  Lubbock  (JB) 

Magnolia 

5 May 

Laguna  Meadows,  Big  Bend  (JCr) 

Black-throated  Blue 

5 May 

Sam  Nail  Ranchsite,  Big  Bend  (GL  et  al.) 

11  May 

w.  Jeff  Davis  (10) 

Black-throated  Green 

11  May 

Lubbock  (AF) 

20  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (SCa,  DD,  ML) 

25  May 

Rita  Blanca  L.,  Hartley  (BPi) 

26  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (SCa) 

Yellow-throated 

17  Apr 

Santa  Elena  Canyon,  Big  Bend  (PD) 

Palm 

27  Apr 

Lubbock  (AF)  & Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  (BBe,  AF) 

2 May 

Cottonwood  Campground,  Big  Bend  (J&WR  et  al.) 

4 May 

Buffalo  L„  Randall  (BPi) 

4 May 

Rio  Grande  Village,  Big  Bend  (RWa) 

10  May 

Feather  Lakes,  El  Paso  (JSp) 

25  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (DD,  SCa) 

American  Redstart 

10  May 

El  Paso,  El  Paso  (JPa) 

mid-May 

Christmas  Mts.,  Brewster  (C0K) 

19  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (SCa,  DD,  ML) 

25  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (DD,  SCa) 

27  & 29  May 

w.  Jeff  Davis  (DD,  SCa)  (2  individuals) 

Prothonotary 

27  Apr 

Buffalo  L.  (LS) 

24  May 

Buffalo  L.  (PT) 

2 May 

Chinati  Mts.,  Presidio  (ML) 

21  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (DD,  SCa) 

Worm-eating 

11  Apr 

Dugout  Wells,  Big  Bend  (MF) 

10  May 

Lubbock  (AF) 

Ovenbird 

4 May 

Lubbock  (KD) 

Northern  Waterthrush 

12  May 

w.M  Davis  (10) 

26  May 

Big  Bend  Ranch,  Presidio  (DD,  SCa) 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

19  Apr 

Lubbock  (MDo,  AF) 

4 May 

Lubbock  (AF) 

Hooded 

26  Apr 

Crosby  (ML,  RL) 

2 May 

Chinati  Mts.,  Presidio  (ML) 

4 May 

Lubbock  (AF,  RWa) 

10-11  May 

Buffalo  L.  (PT,  KS) 

Sizable  flocks  of  Pinyon  Jays 
continued  in  Jeff  Davis  into  late 
May  (m.ob)  Amazingly  the 
Clark’s  Nutcrackers  discovered 
during  the  winter  in  the  Davis 
Mountains  Preserve  continued 
through  the  period  (f  m.  ob.). 

There  was  only  one  docu- 
mented sighting  of  Tamaulipas 
Crow  during  the  season:  2 birds 
at  Brownsville,  Cameron  15  Mar 
(t  ph.,  LBr,  JKe). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

Pairs  of  Tree  Swallows  were 
present  at  scattered  locations 
from  the  ne.  corner  of  the  state 
s.  to  L.  Belton  and  Stillhouse 
Hollow  L.,  Bell.  Early-arriving 
Cliff  Swallows  were  noted  at 
Midland,  where  numbers  were 
present  by  4 Mar  (DK),  and  50 
had  returned  to  the  FM-1462 
bridge  over  the  Brazos  R.,  Fort 
Bend/Brazoria  by  8 Mar  (TK). 

A Black-crested  Titmouse  wan- 
dered in  Amarillo  29  May  (BPi), 
where  it  provided  only  the  2nd 
record  for  the  city  despite  the 
close  proximity  to  the  popula- 
tion in  Palo  Duro  Canyon. 

Totally  unexpected  was  a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  at  Amarillo,  Ran- 
dall 29  May  (RSc,  BPi).  A pair  of 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  was 
seen  along  the  Canadian  R.  in 
n.-cen.  Potter  3 May  (RSc  et  ah), 
sugesting  possible  nesting.  A 
Brown  Creeper  at  Port  Aransas, 

Nueces  4 Mar  provided  a rare 
barrier-island  record  (JF).  A 
rarity  was  a Sedge  Wren  at  Lub- 
bock 9 Mar  (AF).  Lingering 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were 
found  4 Apr  at  Lefitte’s  Cove, 

Galveston  (KBa)  and  at  Midland 
20  Apr  (RMS).  Very  unex- 
pected were  5 Western  Blue- 
birds at  Midland  1 May  (BE, 

RMS).  A Veery  at  Chalk  Bluff, 

Uvalde  23  Apr  (MO)  provided  a 
very  rare  Edwards  Plateau 
sighting.  In  n.-cen.  Texas,  single 
Veeries  were  banded  29  Apr  and 
3 May  at  the  Heard  Natural  Sci- 
ence Museum,  Collin,  and 
another  was  in  Wichita  10-11  May  (TM).  A 
very  good  find  was  a Gray-cheeked  Thrush  at 
Lubbock  11  May  (AF).  Late  Gray-cheeked 
and  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were  at  Sabine 
Woods,  Jefferson  26  May,  with  the  Swainson’s 
setting  a new  late  record  (DVe).  Paton  had  2 
“russet-backed”  Swainson’s  Thrushes  in  his 
El  Paso  yard  12-21  May;  this  form  has  rarely 


been  documented  in  the  state.  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  unusually  abundant  in  the 
Panhandle  and  South  Plains,  but  52  at  Buffalo 
L.  11  May  (KS)  were  astounding.  Single 
Wood  Thrushes  were  noted  at  Buffalo  L.  15 
Apr  (KS),  Lubbock  10  May  (AF),  and  Mid- 
land 11-16  May  (JMe).  The  Clay-colored 
Robin  discovered  last  summer  in  Gonzales, 


Gonzales  was  seen  again  on  29 
Mar  (JHa).  A remarkable  find 
was  a male  Aztec  Thrush  in 
Boot  Canyon,  Brewster  18  Apr 
(tMO);  if  accepted  it  would  rep- 
resent the  5th  state  record. 

Gray  Catbirds  seemed  to  be 
especially  numerous  in  the 
Trans-Pecos  this  spring,  with 
reports  of  at  least  7 individuals. 
The  Blue  Mockingbird  present 
at  Pharr,  Hidalgo  since  the  win- 
ter remained  until  26  May  (tm. 
ob.).  A late  migrant  Sprague’s 
Pipit  was  seen  in  the  Granger  L. 
area  26  Apr  (TFe).  A Tennessee 
Warbler  at  Paradise  Pond,  Nue- 
ces 22  Mar  provided  a record- 
early  arrival  date  for  the  Coastal 
Bend  (MH,  WS).  An  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  27  Apr  was  very  late 
(CBr).  A Virginias  Warbler  was 
noted  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bai- 
ley 27  Apr  (BBe,  AF),  and  2 were 
at  Buffalo  L.  the  same  day  (BPi). 

A Tropical  Parula  at  Lubbock 
18  May  (TSR,  BBe,  ph.)  repre- 
sented the  first  South  Plains 
record  and  the  northernmost 
for  the  state.  Eastern  warblers 
were  widespread  in  the  w.  half 
of  the  state  this  season  (Table 
1).  A male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  a nice  surprise  at 
San  Antonio  4 May  (JMi).  An 
early  Blackburnian  Warbler  was 
seen  28  Mar  at  Sabine  Woods, 
Jefferson  (JWh  et  al.).  A singing 
male  Prairie  Warbler  was  near 
Chappell  Hill,  Was/iitigtoit  31 
May  (DVo).  Palm  Warblers  lin- 
gered exceptionally  late  on  the 
U.T.C.,  with  singles  at  w.  Galve- 
ston 1.  8 May  (JSt)  and  along 
Pilot  Road,  Jefferson  10  May 
(SMa).  A Prothonotary  Warbler 
at  Wallisville,  Harris  8 Mar  may 
represent  a new  U.T.C.  early 
date  (DS).  Worm-eating  War- 
blers seen  13  Mar  at  both  Sea 
Rim  S.P.  and  Sabine  Woods,  Jef- 
ferson eclipsed  the  old  U.T.C. 
early  date  by  a day  (GD).  An 
Ovenbird  heard  singing  at  High 
I.,  Galveston  26  May  was  quite 
late  (DVe).  Northern 

Waterthrushes  found  on  6 Mar  at  Sabine 
Woods,  Jefferson  (AM)  and  7 Mar  at  Port 
Aransas,  Nueces  (AC,  MC)  were  likely  win- 
tering birds.  A Kentucky  Warbler  at  Park 
Chalk  Bluff,  Uvalde  23  Apr  (MO)  was  a nice 
find,  as  was  a Mourning  Warbler  in  Lubbock 
10  May  (BBe,  BPh).  A Hooded  Warbler  at 
Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  6 Mar  (AM)  was 
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early.  Freeman  found  a Hooded  in  nw.  Hays 
14  Apr,  for  a rare  Hill  Country  record.  The 
Painted  Redstart  that  wintered  in  Richmond, 
Fort  Bend  was  last  seen  14  Mar  (WH).  At 
least  two  pairs  of  Painted  Redstarts  were 
present  in  Boot  Canyon  beginning  19  Apr 
(EC),  and  nest-building  was  observed.  A 
wandering  Painted  Redstart  visited  Bal- 
morhea  S.R,  Reeves  20  Apr  (TJo).  Perhaps 
the  highlight  of  the  season  was  2 Slate- 
throated  Redstarts,  one  in  Pharr,  Hidalgo 
12-13  Mar  (t,  ph.  SWh  et  al.)  and  the  other 
in  the  Boot  Spring  area  of  Big  Bend  2-3  May 
(tS&Ll  et  al.,  ph.).  The  much-celebrated 
Golden-crowned  Warbler  at  Edinburg  during 
the  winter  was  last  recorded  6 Apr  (DHo,  m. 
ob.). 


TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A female  Hepatic  Tanager  was  out  of  its  nor- 
mal habitat  at  a desert  spring  at  Big  Bend 
Ranch  21  May  (DD).  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
lingered  in  Jeff  Davis  until  28  May  (SCa, 
DD).  A late-migrating  Vesper  Sparrow  was 
at  San  Bernard,  Brazoria  30  Apr  (CR  et  al.). 
A tardy  Lark  Bunting  was  noted  in  Midland 
28  May  (JMe),  and  a straggling  Savannah 
Sparrow  was  in  Austin,  Travis  12  May  (BFr, 
PS).  Several  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were 
heard  singing  on  the  Katy  Prairie,  Harris  21 
May  (J&WR),  suggestive  of  nesting.  A 
Baird’s  Sparrow  was  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  4-7  May  (tRiW).  A Nelsons 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  seen  at  Brazoria  24 
May  constitutes  the  latest  record  ever  for  the 
U.T.C.  (C-TL).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  lingered 
until  21  May  at  Midland  (JMe).  Late-depart- 
ing Zonotrichia  included  a Harris’s  Sparrow 
at  Austin,  Travis  19  Apr  (SA,  SY,  JHa)  and  a 
White-crowned  Sparrow  at  Lubbock  25  May 
(TSR).  Very  interesting  were  two  late  jun- 
cos,  a Gray-headed  Junco  at  Stillhouse  Hol- 
low L.,  Bell  6 Apr  (RPi)  and  a Slate-colored 
Junco  at  Lubbock  10  May  (TSR). 

In  recent  years,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
has  been  found  to  be  a regular  migrant  in  the 
e.  half  of  the  Tran-Pecos,  and  this  season  had 
brought  seven  reports.  Lazuli  Buntings  were 
found  in  above-average  numbers  in  the  e. 
Hill  Country  and  Blackland  Prairies.  Most 
notable  was  a documented  record  of  a Lazuli 
x Indigo  Bunting  nest  containing  three 
nestlings  22  May  at  Fort  Hood,  Coiycll  (RK, 
SSu);  unfortunately  the  nest  was  depredated 
by  31  May.  Early  migrant  Indigo  Buntings 
were  detected  20  Mar  at  Quintana,  Brazoria 
(BLi)  and  21  Mar  in  Jefferson  (SMa,  AM). 
Very  noteworthy  was  a Bobolink  at  Lubbock 
20  Apr  (AF).  Rare  in  the  Big  Bend,  a Com- 
mon Grackle  was  at  Rio  Grande  Village  4 
May  (RWa),  and  another  was  at  Panther 
Junction  17  May  (MF).  A lone  Common 
Grackle  was  also  noted  near  Marathon, 
Brewster  31  May  (DB,  BPe).  Details  were 


supplied  for  male  Shiny  Cowbirds  observed 
at  San  Marcos,  Hays  1 Mar  (DP)  and  near 
Winnie,  Chambers  26  Apr  (TFr,  PF).  If 
accepted,  they  will  represent  the  9th  and 
10th  records  for  Texas.  A male  Bronzed 
Cowbird  made  news  at  College  Station,  Bra- 
zos 21  Apr  (ER,  LF).  A male  Hooded  Oriole 
was  present  near  Fort  Davis  25-28  Apr 
(T&CH,  D&LH).  At  least  2 Baltimore  Ori- 
oles wandered  w.  to  Big  Bend,  where  single 
males  were  noted  at  Dugout  Wells  25  Apr 
(BC),  Castalon  1 May  (EKw),  and  Cotton- 
wood Campground  3 May  (BC,  RWa).  A 
Purple  Finch  made  an  unexpected  late- 
spring  visit  to  Amarillo,  Randall  29  Apr 
(EK).  Cassins  Finches  lingered  in  the  Davis 
Mts.  al  least  into  late  Apr  (M&ME).  More 
intriguing  were  2 male  Cassin’s  Finches 
reported  at  Rio  Grande  Village  9 Apr  (ShW, 
DA)  and  another  male  in  Boot  Canyon  1 
May  (BC).  After  seeing  none  all  winter, 
Paton  was  surprised  by  4 Red  Crossbills  in 
his  El  Paso  yard  9 Mar.  Small  numbers  of 
Red  Crossbills  were  also  present  in  the  Davis 
Mts.  Preserve  during  May  (KBr  et  al.).  More 
unexpected  was  a Red  Crossbill  at  Wichita 
Falls,  Wichita  16  May  (JHo).  Two  very  late- 
departing  Pine  Siskins  were  at  a private 
ranch  in  Presidio  30  May  (SCa,  DD).  Six  or 
more  Lesser  Goldfinches  visited  an  Amar- 
illo, Randall  feeder  22  Feb-31  Mar  (B&JP). 


UNDOCUMENTED  RARITIES 

The  following  Texas  Bird  Records  Review 
Species  were  reported  without  documenta- 
tion: Masked  Duck  on  King  Ranch,  Kenedy 
1 2 Apr;  Short-tailed  Hawks  in  Cameron  and 
Hidalgo ; an  Elegant  Trogon  (heard  only)  in 
Big  Bend’s  Green  Gulch  28-29  May 


Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Peg  Abbott  (PAb),  Peggy  Acord 
(PAc),  Mark  Adams  (MAd)  (Trans-Pecos: 
HC75,  Box  1337-B,  Ft.  Davis,  TX  79734- 
5016.  email:  mta@astro.as.utexas.edu), 
Vahn  Adams,  Linda  Alley  John  Arvin, 
Shawn  Ashbaugh,  Mike  Austin  (MAu),  D. 
Axi,  Helen  Baines,  Noreen  Baker  (NBa),  Lois 
Balan  (LBa),  Kidd  Banuelos  (KBa),  Brandon 
Best  (BBe),  Lorie  Black  (LBl),  Nick  Block 
(NB1),  Bill  and  Sarah  Bourbon,  David  Brad- 
ford, Karen  Bradley  (KaB),  Charles  Brower 
(CBr),  Lucie  Bruce  (LBr),  John  Brujnes  , 
Kelly  Bryan  (KBr),  Kay  Burnell  (KBu),  Rudy 
Cadra  (RCa),  Steve  Cardiff  (SCa),  Bill  Carl- 
son, Oscar  Carmona,  Eric  Carpenter,  Ron 
Chenault  (RCh),  Linda  Clark,  Sherry 
Collins  (SCo),  Tom  Collins,  Arlie  Cooksey, 
Mel  Cooksey  (MC)  (South  Texas:  16  Town- 
house  Lane,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78412. 
email:  ssi@stx.rr.com),  Kelly  Cotten  (North- 
central  Texas:  8626  Angora  Street,  Dallas, 
TX  75218.  email:  Schmotten@aol.com),  Joe 
Cox  (JCo),  Jim  Crites  (JCr),  Peter  Debes, 


Donna  Dittmann,  Ken  Dixon,  Maureen 
Donohue  (MDo),  Elaine  Dotson,  Gerald 
Duhon,  Marc  and  Maryann  Eastman,  Sybil 
Eberhart,  Bill  Edwards,  Carol  Edwards,  Mar- 
cia Effinger,  Jesse  Fagan,  Tim  Fennell  (TFe), 
Mark  Flippo,  Anthony  Floyd,  Phyllis  Frank, 
Tony  Frank  (TFr),  Brush  Freeman  (BFr), 
Bert  Frenz  (BeF)  (East  Texas:  221  Rainbow 
Dr.,  PMB  12190,  Livingston,  TX  77399- 
2021.  email:  bert@bafrenz.com),  Lizzie 
Furuta,  Tony  Gallucci,  John  Gee,  Brian  Gib- 
bons, Aaron  Givens,  Michael  Gray,  Steven 
Gross,  Wendy  Hale-Erlich,  Jay  Hand  (JaH), 
Jeffrey  Hanson  QFIa),  Ken  Hartman,  Curt 
Harwerth  (CuH),  John  Haynes  (JHa),  David 
and  Linda  Hedges,  Matt  Heindel,  Rhandy 
Helton  (RhH),  Richard  Hermosillo  (RHe), 
Tom  and  Carol  Hobby,  Dwayne  Hodges 
(DHo),  Jimmy  Hoover  (JHo),  Marshall  Iliff, 
Stan  and  Lori  Isley,  Bob  Johnson,  Thomas  L. 
Johnson  (TLJ),  Tom  Johnson  (TJo),  Frank 
Keirn,  Donna  Kelly,  Tracy  Keltonic,  Paula 
Kennedy  (PKe),  Jerri  Kerr  (JKe),  John 
Kiseda  (JKD,  Phillip  Kite  (PKi),  Rich 
Kostecke  , Ed  Kutac  (EK),  Ed  Kwater 
(EKw),  Greg  Lasley,  Cin-Ty  Lee  (C-TL), 
Vaughn  Lee,  Sue  Levy,  Brad  Lirette  (BLi), 
Mark  Lockwood,  Ron  Lockwood,  Bill  Lupar- 
dus  (BLu),  Art  MacKinnon,  Billie  Mann 
(BMa),  Steve  Mayes  (SMa),  Ellen  McBride, 
Robert  McFarlane,  Terry  McKee,  Brad  McK- 
inney (BMc),  Stennie  Meadours  (SMe), 
Chris  Merkord,  Joann  Merritt  (JMe),  James 
Middleton  (JMi),  Jeff  Mundy,  Ronan  O’Mal- 
ley, Carolyn  Ohl-Kolb,  R.  Oliver  (ROD,  John 
O’Neill,  Mike  Overton,  Jim  Paton  (JPa),  Dan 
Peak,  Brandon  Percival  (BPe),  Otto  Peter, 
Bill  Phelan  (BPh),  Barrett  Pierce  (BPi), 
Randy  Pinkston  (RPi),  Warren  Pruess,  Brian 
and  Joan  Pruitt,  Bob  and  Sylvia  Rasa,  Ross 
Rasstnussen,  Ellen  Ratoosh,  Martin  Reid, 
Cecilia  Riley,  Jan  and  Will  Risser,  Laura  Sare, 
David  Sarkozi,  Cliff  Shackelford  (CSh), 
Suzan  Schaezler  (SSc),  Rosemary  Scott 
(RSc),  Willie  Sekula  (Central  Texas:  7063 
Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls  City  TX  78113-2627. 
email:  wsekula@the-cia.net),  Ken  Seyffert 
(Northwest:  2206  S.  Lipscomb,  Amarillo, 
TX  79109),  Chris  Sharpe  (ChS),  J.  Smitlaan 
(JSm),  Tom  SoRelle  (TSR),  John  Sproul 
(JSp),  Sara  St.  Clair  (SSC),  Jim  Stevenson 
(JSt),  Rose  Marie  Stortz  (RMS),  Scott  Sum- 
mers (SSu),  Paul  Sunby,  Glenn  Swartz, 
Joann  Thompson  (JTh),  Peggy  Trosper, 
Heidi  Trudell,  Jo-Szu  Tsai  (JST),  Don  Verser 
(DVe),  Darrell  Vollert  (DVo),  Ro  Wauer 
(RWa),  Jim  and  Lynn  Weber,  Richard  Web- 
ster (RiW),  Ron  Weeks  (RWe)  (UTC:  110 
Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566. 
email:  igarapet@brazosport.ee. tx. us),  Stuart 
White  (SWh),  John  Whittle  (JWh),  Sue 
Wiedenfeld  (SWi),  Shirley  Wilkerson 
(ShW),  David  Wolf,  Scott  Young,  Barry 
Zimmer.  © 
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The  prevailing  El  Nino  weather  pat- 
tern relaxed  its  tenacious  grip  on 
the  Region  after  March,  resulting  in 
mostly  average  to  cool  temperatures  and 
above-normal  precipitation  in  April  and 
May.  That  said,  some  interesting  excep- 
tions to  this  general  trend  occurred,  given 
the  vagaries  of  climate  across  the  Regions 
wide  sweep  of  the  northern  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. On  the  one  hand,  west-central  Mon- 
tana was  really  wet  in  April;  in  fact,  sev- 
eral locations  experienced  their  wettest 
April  ever  recorded.  In  contrast,  some  val- 
leys in  southern  Idaho — not  blessed  by 
these  spring  storms — began  the  summer 
under  serious  and  unrelenting  drought 
conditions. 

Bird  arrival  dates  were  fairly  typical, 
according  to  most  observers.  Birders  from 
western  Montana  opined  that  some  late 
season  migrants — such  as  Willow  Fly- 
catchers and  Swainson’s  Thrushes — were 
unusually  tardy.  Even  more  troubling  were 
reports  from  eastern  Idaho  that  bemoaned 
the  low  numbers  of  migrating  birds  and 
mysterious  absence  of  some  local  nesters. 
Was  this  merely  a manifestation  of  unfa- 
vorable flying  conditions  in  late  spring,  or 
was  it  one  more  indication  of  declining 
Neotropical  migrant  populations?  Only 
time,  and  future  bird  surveys,  will  tell. 

Abbreviations:  A.F.R.  (American  Falls  Res., 
by  American  Falls,  ID);  Camas  (Camas 
N.W.R.,  Jefferson,  ID). 

LOONS  THROUGH  DOVES 

Especially  unusual  in  spring  were  2 Pacific 
Loons  in  Kootenai , ID  6-27  Apr  (SS).  An 
amazing  110  Common  Loons  staged  at 
Twin  Lakes,  Franklin  21  Apr  (CT),  Idaho’s 
highest  tally  in  five  years.  A Clarks  Grebe 
in  Shoshone,  ID  26  May  (LH)  was  well  n.  of 
range  and  a local  first.  Although  American 
White  Pelicans  are  now  regular  in  the 
Region’s  n.  reaches,  a flock  of  25  in 
Benewah , ID  31  May  (SS)  was  unusually 
large.  Reports  of  extralimital  waders 
included  2 Great  Egrets  near  Lewiston,  ID 
24  Apr  (AW),  another  in  Broadwater , MT 
1 1 May  (BM),  and  a Snowy  Egret  near 
Helena,  MT  4Jun  (KO). 

The  season’s  total  Eurasian  Wigeon 
count  was  only  15,  half  of  last  year’s  num- 
ber. Although  nearly  annual,  a Eurasian 
Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  hybrid  in 
Ravalli,  MT  9-29  Mar  (WT)  was  interest- 
ing. A tally  of  1100  Canvasbacks  at  A.F.R. 
29  Mar-17  Apr  (MC,  CT)  was  an  amazing 
concentration  and  perhaps  an  Idaho  record. 
One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was 
Idaho’s  2nd  Tufted  Duck  near  Cataldo, 
Kootenai  20-29  Mar  (tLH,  ph.  WT).  Usu- 
ally not  reported  in  spring,  3 Long-tailed 
Ducks  below  the  A.ER.  dam  15  Mar-2  Apr 
(MCr)  were  surprising.  Single  Broad- 
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winged  Hawks  visited  A.ER.  28-30  Apr 
(CT)  and  Camas  10  May  (DC1),  a typical 
number  in  spring. 

Definitely  off  course  was  a Whooping 
Crane  near  Bozeman,  MT  15  Mar  (BMo); 
only  a few  records  exist  from  w.  Montana.  A 
Snowy  Plover  was  a good  find  near  Challis 
30  May  (D&EF),  as  they  are  less  than 
annual  in  Idaho.  A total  of  3 Whimbrels 
was  found  in  e.  Idaho  6 Apr-21  May,  an 
average  total.  A flock  of  3 Red  Knots  at 
A.F.R.  10-13  May  (MCr)  represented 
Idaho’s  15th  record. 

A record-early  Baird’s  Sandpiper  was 
below  A.F.R.  dam  15-20  Mar  (MCr). 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  made  an  excellent 
showing,  with  7 reported  in  May.  The  sea- 
son’s rare-but-expected  gulls  in  Idaho 
included  single  Mew,  Thayer’s,  and  Glau- 
cous Gulls,  an  unexceptional  total.  Far 
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belter  was  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at 
A.ER.  11  May  (MCr,  CT)  that  represented 
Idaho’s  6th  record.  Band-tailed  Pigeons 
had  a great  showing  in  Idaho,  with  2 in 
Boise  27  Mar  (MC),  one  in  Hailey  11-23 
Apr  (BS),  and  one  in  Latah  25  May  (KD). 
Two  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in  Rexburg, 
Madison  and  one  in  Roberts,  Jefferson  1 1 
May  (DC1,  CW)  provided  Idaho’s  5th  and 
6th  records. 
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CUCKOOS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 


Two  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  reported 
in  se.  Idaho  25-29  May  (MCr,  DC1,  CT),  a 
typical  total.  A tally  of  85  Short-eared 
Owls  in  the  Mission  Valley,  Lake , MT  8 
Mar  (WT)  was  likely  a Regional  record.  A 
Western  Scrub-Jay  report  from  Canyon  18 
May  (MC)  added  to  the  growing  number 
of  recent  sightings  in  sw.  Idaho.  At  least 
two  weeks  early  were  2 Barn  Swallows 
below  A.ER.  dam  16  Apr  (MCr).  Two 
Bewicks  Wrens  in  Boise  19  Mar  and  2 May 
(MC)  were  far  s.  of  their  usual  Idaho 
range.  A Gray-cheeked  Thrush  discovered 
at  Camas  20  May  (MCr)  represented 
Idaho’s  2nd  record  and  first  verified  sight- 
ing in  52  years.  A total  of  2 Northern 
Mockingbirds  in  sw.  Idaho  was  about  aver- 
age. A Brown  Thrasher,  not  quite  annual  in 
Idaho,  was  found  at  Camas  24  May  (MCr). 

Idaho’s  7th  and  8th  Northern  Parulas, 
lately  an  annual  species  in  late  May 
through  early  Jun,  were  at  Camas  25  May 
(MCr)  and  Mountain  Home  30  May  (SP). 
Arriving  about  a month  ahead  of  schedule 
was  a Yellow  Warbler  in  Payette,  ID  3 Apr 
(DH).  Other  rare-but-expected  warblers  at 
Camas  included  a Magnolia  Warbler  28 
May,  a Blackpoll  Warbler  22  May,  and  a 
Black-and-white  Warbler  17-22  May 
(MCr).  An  amazing  discovery  was  a 
Prairie  Warbler  in  Missoula  21-25  Apr 
(BC),  furnishing  Montana’s  3rd  record. 

Two  Ovenbirds  in  Boise,  ID  11  & 15  May 
(MC,  DT)  was  a typical  spring  total.  A 
long-anticipated  find  was  a Mourning 
Warbler  at  Camas  22  May  (MCr);  it  repre- 
sented a first  record  for  Idaho  and  the 
Region. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  present 
in  usual  numbers,  with  3 in  Idaho  19 
Apr-29  May  and  one  in  Montana  28-29 
May.  Three  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  in 
Idaho  1-9  May  was  an  above-average 
Regional  total.  Also  above  the  norm  were  4 
Great-tailed  Grackles  in  the  Boise,  ID  area 
22  Mar-21  May.  An  excellent  total  of  6 
Common  Grackles  was  reported  in  sw. 
Idaho  9 Apr-29  May.  A wayward  Lesser 
Goldfinch  discovered  in  Orofino  24  May 
(CV)  provided  n.  Idaho’s  3rd  record. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Idaho:  Darren  Clark  (DC1),  Marty 
Collar  (MCr),  Mark  Collie,  Kas  Dum- 
roese,  Dave  and  Elise  Faike,  Lisa  Hardy,  | 
Denise  Hughes,  Stacy  Peterson,  Hadley 
Roberts,  Brian  Sturges,  Shirley  Sturts, 

Dave  Trochlell,  Chuck  Trost,  Carole  Vande 
Voorde,  Cliff  Weisse,  A1  Winter.  Montana: 

Dan  Casey,  Bill  Comstock,  Jeff  Marks, 

Bob  Martinka,  Bruce  Mosely  (BMo),  Kathy 
O’Conner,  John  Parker,  Don  Skaar, 
Wayne  Tree.  © 
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A handful  of  intense  snowstorms 
improved  dry  conditions  in  the 
Region.  Most  notable  was  a major 
winter  storm  17-20  March  that  dropped  wet 
snow  from  central  Colorado  north  to 
Laramie,  Wyoming.  The  highest  accumula- 
tions were  in  Colorado,  from  southwestern 
Boulder  County  south  through  Gilpin 
County  and  west  to  southeastern  Grand 
County,  where  snow  accumulations  totaled 
over  two  meters.  Throughout  the  affected 
region,  thousands  of  trees  and  shrubs  were 
heavily  damaged,  particularly  in  mountain 
canyons.  Even  with  increased  moisture,  long- 
term conditions  were  still  described  as  mod- 
erate to  severe  drought  for  much  of  Colorado 
and  moderate  to  extreme  drought  for  most  of 
Wyoming. 

A fair  number  of  genuine  rarities  were  dis- 
covered in  the  Region,  but  as  expected  for 
spring,  many  of  these  were  one-day  wonders 
that  few  people  were  able  to  see.  Along  with 
the  relatively  small  number  of  uncommon 
migrants  (species  such  as  Black-and-white 
and  Tennessee  Warblers),  the  lack  of  long- 
staying  rarities  may  have  contributed  to  the 
perception  that  it  was  a quiet  spring.  The 
best  birding  for  eastern  rarities  was  once 
again  at  isolated  migrant  traps  in  the  east, 
places  such  as  Wyoming's  Hereford  Ranch 
and  Colorado’s  Chico  Basin  Ranch.  The 
Front  Range  towns  generally  experienced 
good  birding  during  cold  wet  days  when 
birds  were  pushed  out  of  the  mountains. 
Concentrations  of  over  100  Western  Tan- 
agers  in  Boulder  and  over  1000  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  at  Chatfield  were  reported 
in  early  May  and  are  not  unexpected  when 
late-season  storms  hit  the  mountains. 

Abbreviations:  Chico  Basin  Ranch  (C.B.R.), 
Colorado  Birds  Records  Committee 
(C.B.R.C.),  San  Luis  Valley  (S.L.V).  Due  to 
reporting  biases,  all  locations  can  be 
assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that  each 
Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the  first 
time  it  appears  in  the  text. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A Red-throated  Loon  at  Upper  Queens  Res. 
provided  the  first  documented  record  for 
Kiowa  7 Apr  (DAL)  and  was  the  only  loon 
species  other  than  Common  Loon  reported 
in  the  Region.  Rare  in  spring,  a Red-necked 
Grebe  was  seen  in  Natrona , WY  12  Apr 
(B&DW);  the  wintering  Red-necked  at 
Highline  Res.,  Mesa  remained  through  13 
Mar.  A report  of  a probable  Anhinga  seen  in 
flight  at  Barr  L.,  Adams  3 May  (RS)  was  tan- 
talizing— the  only  record  for  the  Region  is  of 
a specimen  collected  12  Sept  1931  at  Coal 
Creek,  Adams.  Casting  dark  clouds  over  the 
“wildness”  of  the  1931  record,  another  spec- 
imen collected  at  the  same  location  taken  in 
Sept  1927  was  reexamined  by  Allan  Phillips 
and  determined  to  be  an  escaped  Darter, 
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Anhinga  melanogaster  novaehollandiae. 

Least  Bitterns  returned  to  two  locations 
where  they  have  been  recorded  in  recent 
springs:  one  was  calling  at  C.B.R.,  Pueblo  10 
May  (BKP,  JBn),  and  up  to  2 were  heard  call- 
ing at  the  most  consistent  location  for  this 
species  in  the  Region — near  Fort  Lyon,  Bent 
18-31  May+  (CL,  BKP,  m.  ob.).  Rare  in 
Wyoming,  a Great  Egret  at  Seedskadee 
N.W.R.,  Sweetwater  17  Apr  (SP,  LC)  was 
probably  the  earliest  ever  recorded  in 
Wyoming.  An  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  at  Dou- 
glas, Converse  4 May  (ph.  B&DW,  m.  ob.) 
provided  the  first  record  for  Wyoming.  Six 
Glossy  Ibis  reported  in  Colorado  reflected  an 
average  spring  for  the  species  in  the  past  five 
years.  Singles  at  Chatfield  Res.,  Douglas  10 
May  (JMK,  AS)  and  e.  of  Hayden,  Routt  28 
Apr  (MJI,  BPG)  provided  county  first 
records,  which  brings  the  total  number  of 
Colorado  counties  with  Glossy  Ibis  sightings 
to  20! 

Considered  rare  in  Wyoming,  2 Ross’s 
Geese  were  in  Johnson  22  Apr  (BSo),  while  a 
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Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  s.  of  Jack- 
son  15  Apr,  well  w.  of  normal.  The  2 ad. 
Trumpeter  Swans  wintering  in  Boulder 
remained  through  10  Mar.  Wintering  Trum- 
peters near  Jackson,  WY — including  at  least 
some  birds  banded  in  Canada — remained 
through  at  least  16  Mar.  Rare  in  any 
season,  3 Tundra  Swans  (2  ads.,  one 
juv.)  were  at  Lathrop  S.R,  Huerfano 
12  Mar  (JK,  PS-S,  CS),  and  an  ad. 
was  seen  in  Delta  13  Mar  (DFy). 

The  wintering  male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  in  Pueblo  City  Park  was 
seen  regularly  through  17  Mar  and 
reappeared  17-19  Apr  (BKP,  nr. 
ob.).  An  apparent  pair  of  Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  found  s.  of  Jackson, 

WY  9-11  Apr  (SP).  The  West  Slope’s 
first  spring  Surf  Scoter  was  found  at 
a farm  pond  in  the  Paradox  Valley 
24-29  Apr  (CD  et  al.),  providing  the 
first  record  for  Montrose.  Another 
Surf  Scoter  in  Park  24  May  (KB)  fur- 
nished perhaps  the  first  spring  Surf 
Scoter  record  for  any  of  the  moun- 
tain parks  in  Colorado.  Wintering 
White-winged  Scoters  remained  until  9 Mar 
at  Chatfield  Res.  and  30  Mar  in  Lafayette. 
Another  White-winged  Scoter  visited  Base- 
line Res.,  Boulder  7 Apr  (BSp).  Single  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  found  at  Gray  Reef  Res., 
Natrona , WY  14-17  Apr  (BRn,  SBt),  Saratoga 
L.,  WY  27  Apr  (F&rJB),  and  at  Big  Johnson 
Reservoir  17-19  Apr  (JW). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  seen  near  Brighton  16 
May  (CLW)  was  the  first  in  nearly  a decade 
for  the  Region,  which  averages  about  one 
per  decade.  Lamar  routinely  has  the  highest 
counts  of  Mississippi  Kites  in  the  Region, 
but  a mind-blowing  total  of  300+  there  16 
May  (LAB)  more  than  tripled  the  previous 
high  count  for  Colorado.  A Mississippi  Kite 
at  Palisade,  Mesa  18  May  (SB)  was  the  first 
w.  of  the  Continental  Divide  in  Colorado.  A 
tardy  juv.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was 
reported  w.  of  Pueblo  16  May  (MY).  Buteo 
hawks  were  comparatively  scarce  this 
spring,  with  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  partic- 
ular rather  difficult  to  find.  Wyoming  only 
had  3:  Sheridan  19  Apr  (BRe),  Converse  4 
May  (B&DW),  and  Laramie  17  May  (CM, 
B&DW).  Another  40  were  seen  in  Colorado, 
30  of  these  at  Dinosaur  Ridge  Hawkwatch, 
Jefferson,  which  is  barely  half  the  average 
number  seen.  Fifteen  Ferruginous  Hawks 
counted  at  Dinosaur  Ridge  was  the  lowest 
number  in  the  13  years  of  the  count,  which 
averages  over  70  Ferruginous  Hawks  per 
season. 

Twenty-three  Piping  Plovers  counted  in 
the  e.  Arkansas  River  Valley  5 May  surpassed 
the  state’s  previous  high  count  (DN).  We 
hope  that  the  large  number  of  ads.,  and  the 


record-early  nest  initiation  date  of  1 May  for 
a Piping  Plover  (DN),  are  harbingers  of  a 
strong  breeding  season  for  this  threatened 
species.  In  general,  significant  moisture  in 
the  Region  meant  a relatively  poor  showing 
for  most  shorebirds,  with  rather  few  high 


This  male  Lesser  Nighthawk  was  at  Neenoshe  Reservoir,  Kiowa  County,  Colorado  3 
May  2003;  the  species  is  very  rare  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Rachel  Hopper. 


counts.  Still,  the  rare-bul-regular  shorebirds 
turned  up  in  average  or  even  slightly  above- 
average  numbers  this  spring.  For  instance, 
American  Golden-Plovers  touched  down  in 
Larimer  2 May  (DSm),  Prowers  4 May  (AS, 
NP),  and  Goshen.  WY  17  May  (SJD).  Seventy 
Whimbrels  noted  from  Colorado  were  about 
average  and  included  a rare  S.L.V.  find  at 
Smith  Res.,  Costilla  12-13  May  (CD,  BW, 
BKP).  The  only  Whimbrel  reported  from 


This  male  Bay-breasted  Warbler  was  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
Pueblo  County,  Colorado  10  (here)  to  13  May  2003.  This  species 
is  normally  very  rare  in  Colorado,  though  three  of  them  were 
seen  in  spring  2003  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 

Wyoming  was  found  in  Goshen  17  May 
(SJD).  Two  Hudsonian  Godwits  seen  in  Bent 
22  May  (DN)  were  a bit  later  than  this  rare 
migrant  is  typically  noted  in  the  Region.  Two 
Ruddy  Turnstones  were  at  Adobe  Creek 


Res.,  Kiowa  25  May  (DN,  RO,  BKP).  Equally 
rare,  2 Dunlin  were  in  Boulder  18  Mar  dur- 
ing the  massive  snowstorm  (CLW,  BS),  one 
was  at  Two  Buttes  Res.  3 May  (AS,  NP),  and 
another  was  in  Fremont,  WY  11  May 
(B&SH).  Four  ad.  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Smith  Res.,  Costilla  13  May  (CD,  ph. 
TL  et  al.)  was  another  very  rare  find 
for  the  S.L.V  and  perhaps  the  high- 
est spring  count  ever  for  the  Region. 
Other  ad.  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
were  found  in  Prowers  18  May 
(GW)  and  Larimer  21  May  (RH). 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  at  Chatfield 
Res.  8 May  was  the  first  for  heavily- 
birded  Douglas.  An  ad.  Mew  Gull 
reported  from  Baseline  Res.,  Boulder 
8 Mar  (AB)  was  the  only  one  found. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  made  a 
poor  showing,  with  the  highest 
count  during  the  major  Mar  snow- 
storm of  3 in  Boulder  18  Mar  (BS, 
CLW).  A first-year  Glaucous- 
winged Gull  was  at  Cherry  Creek 
Res.,  Arapahoe  29  Mar  (BBn).  These 
few  highlights  were  exceptions  to 
the  worst  gulling  in  Mar  and  Apr  in  recent 
memory.  Caspian  Terns  had  their  poorest 
showing  Regionwide  in  recent  years,  with 
only  3 in  Colorado  and  one  in  Wyoming 
report  near  Riverton  11  May  ( fide  TA).  Rare 
in  the  Region  away  from  their  breeding  areas 
in  se.  Colorado,  Least  Terns  wandered  to 
Bonny  Res.  6 May  (JBy)  and  to  Lathrop  S.P., 
Huerfano  14  May  (BRi). 


DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  invade  the 
Region.  Wyoming  hosted  singles  in  Natrona 
23  Apr  (PS)  and  9-11  May  (J&GL,  CM); 
another  occasioned  delight  in  Fremont  17 
May  (TA).  No  fewer  than  13  White-winged 
Doves  were  reported  from  Colorado  this  sea- 
son. Inca  Doves  continue  to  be  seen  regu- 
larly in  Rocky  Ford  (SO),  and  at  least  one 
was  in  Lamar  2 Mar-25  May  (J"P  DAL). 
More  unexpected  was  one  in  sw.  Boulder  16 
Mar  (CLW,  SLH),  the  2nd  record  for  the 
county  from  which  this  species  was  first 
recorded  in  the  Region  (Nov  1992). 

Nearly  annual  now  in  se.  Colorado  in 
spring,  a male  Lesser  Nighthawk  was  seen  at 
Neenoshe  Res.,  Kiowa  3 May  (ph.  RH,  RO, 
BKP,  LE,  MB).  A singing  Eastern  Wood- 
Pewee  was  at  Bonny  Res.,  Yuma  6 May  (JBy). 
An  Alder  Flycatcher  was  seen  and  heard  at 
Lamar,  Prowers  24  May  (DAL).  A Black 
Phoebe  near  Earl,  Las  Animas  14  Apr  (BD) 
was  at  a new  e.  slope  location,  while  others 
were  noted  at  traditional  e.  locations  at 
Canon  City  27  Apr  (SeM)  and  Burnt  Mill 
Road,  Pueblo  31  May  (RO).  The  only  Ver- 
milion Flycatchers  seen  were  an  ad.  male  in 
Alamosa  30  Apr-10  May  (JMg,  JBy,  JJR)  and 
a female  at  Carrizo  Picnic  Area,  Baca  25  May 
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(TR).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  staged  a 
strong  showing  in  Colorado  but  not  to 
Wyoming,  where  none  were  reported.  Single 
birds  were  seen  in  Bent  24  Apr  (DN,  SO), 
Pueblo  25  Apr  (RM),  El  Paso  6 May  (MS), 
Yuma  18  May  (DAL),  and  Larimer  31  May 
(BW).  A pair  returned  27  Apr  to  the  location 
where  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  bred  last 
summer  s.  of  Lamar,  Prowers  and  remained 
through  the  season.  The  northernmost  Gray 
Vireo  ever  found  in  e.  Colorado  was  seen  at 
C.B.R.,  El  Paso  9 May  (JBn,  TL  ph.,  et  ah). 
Four  Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  reported 
this  season,  all  from  Colorado:  Colorado 
City,  Pueblo  2 May  (RM);  L.  Henry,  Crowley 
3 May  (JMK,  NE,  DSc,  SS);  Pueblo  9 May 
(RM);  and  Lamar  12  May  (]T,  MJ).  Cassin’s 
Vireos  are  rare  in  spring,  so  singles  in  Yuma 
26  Apr  (BPG,  MJI),  Prowers  27  Apr  (TL),  El 
Paso  4 May  (MP),  and  Larimer  9 May  (DAL) 
were  noteworthy.  Even  more  unusual  in 
spring,  single  Philadelphia  Vireos  were 
reported  from  Lamar  5 May  (JBy)  and  Bonny 
Res.  14  May  (KMD)  & 18-19  May  (DAL). 
An  ad.  Cave  Swallow  was  seen  at  Cotton- 
wood Canyon,  Las  Animas  25  May  (CLW). 

Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  are  rare  but  regu- 
lar in  the  Region.  This  spring,  8 were 
reported,  all  from  e.  Colorado  5-18  May. 
Very  rare,  single  Wood  Thrushes  were  at 
Two  Buttes  Res.  3-4  May  (RO,  RH,  BKP,  in. 
ob.),  Lamar  6 May  (DAL,  DCE),  and  Here- 
ford Ranch,  Laramie,  WY  15  May  (GJ).  A 
Varied  Thrush  appeared  in  Sherdian,  WY  10 
Mar  (BSo),  while  wintering  birds  remained 
at  Pueblo  City  Park  until  15  Mar  and  Ft. 
Collins  until  1 Apr.  An  ad.  Bendire’s 
Thrasher  was  at  Monte  Vista  N.W.R.,  Rio 
Grande  10  May  (JJR  et  al.),  the  first  Col- 
orado report  in  many  years.  A Sprague’s 
Pipit  in  Baca  27  Apr  (MAP)  was,  surpris- 
ingly, the  first  ever  reported  in  spring  in  Col- 
orado. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Only  33  species  of  warblers  were  found  in 
Colorado,  and  numbers  of  individuals  were 
also  down  from  previous  years  (see  Table  1). 
Warbler  highlights  included  Colorado’s  5th 
Lucy’s  Warbler,  a female  w.  of  Pueblo  13-15 
Apr  (RM,  MA,  BKP,  m.  ob.;  ph.  SeM);  a 
Grace’s  Warbler  in  Estes  Park  12  May  (GM); 
a singing  Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Pueblo 
City  Park  27  May-7  Jun  (DSi,  m.  ob.);  single 
male  Prairie  Warblers  e.  of  Ft.  Lyon,  Bent  2 
May  (BKP,  RO,  RH)  and  at  Colorado  City 
4-8  May  (DSi,  m.  ob.),  plus  at  least  2 singing 
Prairies  at  Bonny  Res.  6 May  (JBy);  and  a 
male  Bay-breasted  Warbler  singing  at  C.B.R., 
Pueblo  10-13  May  (BKP,  BM,  MP,  m.  ob.) 
and  a male  e.  of  Hasty,  Bent  10  May  (RS). 
Swainson’s  Warblers,  casual  in  Colorado, 
skulked  in  the  bushes  at  Brush  S.W.A.,  Mor- 
gan 10  May  (BBy)  and  Fountain  Creek 
Regional  Park,  El  Paso  13  May  (MP).  Rare 


Table  1 . Spring  warbler  totals  from  Colorado,  2003  and  2002. 


Blue-winged  Warbler 

0 

4 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

0 

11 

Tennessee  Warbler 

16 

49 

Nashville  Warbler 

5 

7 

Lucy's  Warbler 

1 

1 

Northern  Parula 

19 

22 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

11 

14 

Magnolia  Warbler 

3 

4 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

4 

3 

Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  (plains  only) 

10 

17 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

7 

6 

Townsend's  Warbler 

6 

3 

Hermit  Warbler 

0 

1 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

0 

4 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

0 

2 

Prairie  Warbler 

4 

2 

Western  Palm  Warbler 

17 

9 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

3 

1 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

13 

14 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

11 

22 

American  Redstart 

18 

29 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

0 

1 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

5 

11 

Swainson's  Warbler 

2 

0 

Ovenbird 

9 

13 

Northern  Waterthrush 

27 

29 

Kentucky  Warbler 

2 

3 

Mourning  Warbler 

3 

2 

Hooded  Warbler 

13 

12 

Oporornis  warblers  also  delighted  observers: 
singing  Kentucky  Warblers  were  at  Fountain 
Creek  Regional  Park  15-16  May  (CL,  m. 
ob.)  and  at  Lamar  20-21  May  (DN,  m.  ob.), 
while  single  male  Mourning  Warblers  were 
found  at  Lamar  21-23  May  (BKP,  JT,  VAT), 
Crow  Valley  Campground  27  May  (SM, 
DAL),  and  Pueblo  30  May  (VAT). 

Warbler  reports  were  also  down  consider- 
ably in  Wyoming.  A Golden-winged  War- 
bler visited  the  High  Plains  Research  station 
outside  of  Cheyenne  17  May  (fide  CM). 
Amazingly,  the  only  Tennessee  Warblers 
reported  in  Wyoming  were  at  Rawhide, 
Goshen  18  May  (CM)  and  Hereford  Ranch 
15  May  (GJ).  Similarly,  only  one  Northern 
Parula  was  reported  from  Lions  Park  in 
Cheyenne  17  May  (CM)  and  Hereford 
Ranch  15  May  (GJ).  The  only  Black-and- 
white  Warbler  reported  was  in  Natrona  23 
May  (AH).  Casual  in  Wyoming,  a Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  surprised  observers  at  Crow 
Cr.,  Laramie  17  May  (CM,  B&DW,  DM). 

An  unprecedented  17  Summer  Tanagers 
were  found  in  Colorado  this  spring,  includ- 


ing westerly  ones  in  Alamosa  18  May 
(JMg)  and  Montezuma  25  May  (CG,  TW, 
2 AR).  Male  Scarlet  Tanagers  appeared  at 
Canon  City  14  May  (SeM),  Boulder  16 
May  (TF),  Flagler  S.W.A.  22  May  (HEK). 
The  wintering  female  Eastern  Towhee  in 
Bent  stayed  through  26  Apr.  For  the  past 
few  years,  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Las  Ani- 
mas/Baca has  hosted  at  least  one  Painted 
Bunting.  This  spring,  up  to  2 male  and 
one  female  Painted  Buntings  (MA,  m. 
ob.)  were  seen  here,  raising  the  possibil- 
ity that  this  species  may  nest  here.  The 
first  Eastern  Meadowlark  found  in 
nearly  a decade  in  the  Region  was 
singing  at  Comanche  National  Grass- 
lands, Baca  27-28  Apr  (MAP).  Rare  at 
any  season,  a Purple  Finch  reported 
from  Bent  10  May  (RS)  was  nearly  two 
months  later  than  the  latest  spring 
record  for  Colorado  (19  Mar).  All  three 
species  of  rosy-finches  lingered  well  into 
Apr  in  both  states.  Several  hundred 
Brown-capped  Rosy-Finches  and  at  least 
one  each  of  Black  and  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  descended  upon  Estes  Park 
during  a 9 May  snowstorm  (SR). 

Cited  observers:  COLORADO:  Mymm 
Ackley  (MA),  Susan  Allerton,  Jason 
Beason  (JBn),  Jim  Beatty  (JBy),  Ken 
Behrens,  Alan  Bell,  Bruce  Bosley  (BBy), 
Maggie  Boswell,  Steve  Bouricus,  Bob 
Brown  (BBn),  Lea  Ann  Brown  (LAB), 
Coen  Dexter,  Kathy  Mihm  Dunning 
(KMD),  Lisa  Edwards,  David  C.  Ely, 
Norm  Erthal,  Dick  Filby  (DFy),  Ted 
Floyd,  Pater  A.  Gaede,  Brian  P.  Gib- 
bons, Rachel  Hopper,  Marshall  J.  Iliff, 
Michelle  Johnson,  Joey  M.  Kellner, 
Jonathan  Kelly,  Charlie  Lawrence,  David  A. 
Leatherman,  Tony  Leukering,  Bill  Maynard, 
Steve  Messick,  Rich  Miller,  SeEtta  Moss 
(SeM),  Kent  Nickell,  Duane  Nelson,  Ric 
Olson,  Michael  A.  Patten,  Brandon  K.  Per- 
cival,  Mark  Peterson,  Nathan  Pipelow, 
Myron  Plooster,  Bill  Prather,  Tom  Rahn, 
Scott  Rashid,  John  J.  Rawinski  (JJR),  Bob 
Righter  (BRi),  Pearle  Sandstrom-Smith  (PS- 
S),  Bill  Schmoker,  Dick  Schottler  (DSc), 
Randy  Siebert,  David  Silverman  (DSi),  Clif 
Smith,  Dixie  Smith  (DSm),  Andrew 
Spencer,  Steve  Stachowiak,  Janeal  Thomp- 
son, Richard  Trinkner,  Van  A.  Truan,  Brian 
Wheeler,  Brenda  Wright,  Christopher  L. 
Wood,  Mark  Yaeger.  WYOMING:  Tom 
Axthelm,  Francis  and  Janice  Bergquist 
(F&rJB),  Sophie  Bogart  (SBt),  Lamont  Cole, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Doug  Faulkner,  Bob 
& Suzanne  Hargis,  Ann  Hines,  Greg  John- 
son, Jim  & Gloria  Lawrence,  Dave  McDon- 
ald, Chris  Michelson,  Susan  Patla,  Bart  Rea 
(BRe),  Betty  Rickman  (BRn),  Pete  Scott, 
Bob  South  (BSo),  Rick  Steenburg  (RSt), 
Bruce  & Donna  Walgren.  © 
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3505  West  290  North 
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(rfridell@redrock.net) 

Spring  produced  some  rain  to  give  a brief 
relief  to  the  drought,  but  by  the  end  of  the 
season,  the  dry  weather  was  back.  Migra- 
tion was  judged  somewhat  slow  compared  to 
average  years,  with  few  eastern  vagrants  pres- 
ent. Large  concentrations  of  migrants  were  lit- 
tle reported,  especially  of  Empidonax  flycatch- 
ers. There  were  several  records  of  Least  Terns, 
giving  most  birders  a chance  to  add  this  scarce 
species  to  their  state  lists. 

Abbreviations:  A.l.C.  (Antelope  Island 
Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash  Meadows  (Ash 
Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV);  Bear  River  (Bear 
River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder,  UT); 
Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Cr.,  Desert  N.W.R.,  Clark, 
NV);  Dyer  ( Esmeralda , NV);  Farmington  Bay 
(Farmington  Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  Fish 
Springs  (Fish  Springs  N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT); 
H.B.V.P.  (Henderson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve, 
Clark,  NV);  Indian  Springs  (Indian  Springs, 
Clark,  NV);  Lemmon  V.M.  (Lemmon  Valley 
Marsh,  Washoe,  NV);  Lytle  Ranch  (Lytle 
Ranch  Preserve,  Wcisliitigton,  UT);  Millers 


R.A.  (Millers  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV); 
Pahranagat  (Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV); 
Red  Hills  G.C.  (Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St. 
George,  Washington,  UT);  Ouray  (Ouray 
N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT);  Overton  (Overton 
W.M.A.,  Clark,  NV);  PL.  (Pyramid  L.,  Washoe, 
NV);  Q.C.R.  (Quail  Creek  Res.,  Washington, 
UT);  Sand  Hollow  (Sand  Hollow  Res.,  Wash- 
ington, UT);  Stillwater  (Stillwater  N.W.R., 
Churchill,  NV);  Zion  N.P.  (Washington,  UT). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A rare  Red-throated  Loon  was  photographed 
at  Hyrum  S.P,  Cache,  UT  22  Apr  and  seen 
through  27  Apr  (BSr,  DSh,  ph.  MMo).  A Yel- 
low-billed Loon  first  found  1 Jan.  at  EL.  was 
seen  through  18  Mar  (TL).  Several  Horned 
Grebes  were  reported  throughout  Utah 
Mar-Apr.  As  observer  numbers  have  increased 
in  the  Region  and  their  field  skills  refined,  we 
have  seen  an  increase  in  reports  of  this  species. 
A very  rare  Red-necked  Grebe  was  discovered 
at  Hyrum  S.P  10  Apr  (+RR,  S&DD).  The  bird 
was  described  as  “mostly  in  breeding 
plumage”  and  was  seen  through  28  Apr. 

It  looks  as  though  there  may  be  some  bud- 
ding young  birders  in  Elko,  NV,  as  a second- 
grade  class  had  their  teacher,  Lois  Ports,  come 
outside  during  recess  to  confirm  24  American 
White  Pelicans  circling  over  their  school.  The 
class  had  just  completed  a season  of  Class- 
room Feederwatch  and  were  disappointed 
that  they  could  no  longer  report  their  data. 

A Least  Bittern  was  heard  calling  at 
Pahranagat  7 (JW)  & 17  May  (GS,  MMe). 
This  species  is  rarely  reported  n.  of  Clark,  NV 
but  is  most  likely  regular  at  Pahranagat.  A 
Green  Heron  at  Ouray  26  May  was  in  an  area 
where  seldom  reported  (J&KB).  Up  t0  4 Cali- 
fornia  Condors  thrilled  park  visitors  at  Zion 


N.P.  13-17  Apr  (JCa  et  ah).  The  birds  were 
feeding  on  a deer  carcass  across  from  Weeping 
Rock  (a  heavily  visited  spot  in  the  park). 

Three  Trumpeter  Swans  were  reported 
from  Pineview  Res.,  Weber,  UT  9 Mar  (KE,JR, 
KP),  and  one  was  seen  at  Ruby  Valley  N.W.R., 
Elko,  NV  25  May  (DMc).  The  only  report  of 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  came  from  Lem- 
mon V.M.,  where  4 were  seen  26  Apr  (FP). 
Ross’s  Geese  are  regularly  found  in  the  Region 
in  small  numbers,  so  75  in  the  Washington 
Fields,  Washington,  UT  2 Mar  was  a notable 
number  (RF). 

Wood  Ducks  were  reported  scattered 
throughout  the  Region  in  small  numbers  as 
expected,  but  a male  and  female  reported 
nesting  along  the  Truckee  R.  at  Verdi,  Washoe , 
NV  4-23  Mar  were  notable  (RBn).  A male 
Eurasian  Wigeon  (less  than  annual  in  the 
Region)  graced  Farmington  Bay  for  one  day 
only  22  Mar  (J&KB).  A Long-tailed  Duck 
that  wintered  at  East  Canyon  Res.,  Morgan, 
UT  stayed  until  21  Mar  (BR  et  al.).  Scoters  in 
the  Region  are  generally  found  in  the  fall  and 
winter,  but  this  spring  all  three  species  were 
recorded.  An  unusually  late  female  Surf  Scoter 
was  at  Indian  Springs  sewage  ponds  3-4  May 
(RSa,  RF,  SSu).  Two  wintering  White-winged 
Scoters  lingered  into  the  spring,  one  at  Sand 
Hollow  staying  until  12  Mar  (RF)  and  2 at 
East  Canyon  Res.,  Morgan,  UT  to  22  Mar 
(BR).  A male  Black  Scoter,  the  rarest  scoter  in 
the  Region,  was  at  Mona  Res.,  Juab,  UT  2-19 
Mar  (LG  et  al.,  ph.  EL). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  Mississippi  Kites  in  Nevada  were  great 
finds,  one  in  Tonopah,  Nye  17  May  (ph.  GS, 
MMe)  and  the  other  at  Corn  Cr.  21  May 
(B&PH,  JW,  ph.  RF,  DGh,  RSk).  A total  of  125 
Bald  Eagles  at  Farmington  Bay  2 Mar  must 
have  been  an  impressive  sight  (J&KB).  Com- 
mon Black-Hawks  were  evident  this  spring  in 
sw.  Utah.  In  addition  to  birds  seen  at  the  usual 
locations,  one  was  found  in  Zion  N.P  6 Apr+ 
(LT);  this  follows  last  summer’s  sighting,  the 
first  for  the  park  in  many  years.  Other  singles 
were  at  Virgin,  Wasliington,  UT  24  Apr  (MC) 
and  Baker  Res.,  Washington,  UT  6 May  (LT). 
One  reported  from  the  Abajo  Mts.  at  Verdure 
Cr.,  San  Juan,  UT  9 May  was  far  from  any  pre- 
vious report  for  this  species  in  Utah  (p.  a., 
tBM  et  al.)  and  in  an  unusual  habitat  (Pon- 
derosa  Pine  forest  with  aspen  along  a stream) 
and  at  the  very  high  elevation  of  2235  m. 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  is  another  sw.  species 
reaching  its  extreme  n.  limits  in  sw.  Utah  and 
s.  Nevada.  Three  were  reported  this  spring: 
one  at  Silver  Reef,  Washington,  UT  30  Apr  (ph. 
RF),  one  at  Corn  Cr.  14-18  May  (ph.  RF  et 
al),  and  one  at  Kolob  Res.,  Washington,  UT  25 
May  (JS).  A Northern  Bobwhite  in  Emigration 
Canyon,  Salt  Lake,  UT  8 May  was  likely  an 
escapee  (tS&JS). 

Black-bellied  Plovers  made  an  impressive 
showing  this  season,  with  reports  scattered 
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throughout  the  Region  and  a Utah  high  count 
of  1000+  along  the  A.l.C.  9 May  (JBi). 
Nevada’s  high  count  of  100+  came  from  Car- 
son  L„  Churchill  19  Apr  (NB,  MBi,  JT).  An 
interesting  report  of  an  Upland  Sandpiper — 
very  rare  for  the  Region — 
came  from  the  n.  Ruby 
Valley,  Elko,  NV  10  May 
(AHr).  Whimbrels  are 
very  scarce  migrants 
through  the  Region,  with 
only  one  or  2 usually 
reported  during  any  sea- 
son. Thus  four  reports  of 
up  to  3 birds  was  quite  a 
good  showing:  one  at  Soda 
L.,  Churchill,  NV  2 May 
(DT),  one  at  Carson  L.  15 
May  (GS,  JW),  up  to  3 at 
Bear  River  29  Apr-1 1 May 
(CJG,  SB,  C&ND),  and  up 
to  3 at  A.l.C.  27  Apr-4 
May  (BR,  PF,  J&KB). 

There  were  three 
reports  of  Ruddy  Turn- 
stone, a species  not  found 
every  year:  one  at  Soda  L., 

Churchill,  NV  8-10  May 
(JW),  one  at  RL.  10  May 
(JT,  DMu),  and  one  at 
Chicken  Cr.  Res ,,Juab,  UT 
10  May  (J&KB).  Red 
Knots,  another  scarce 
migrant  not  recorded  every  year,  were 
observed  four  times  this  spring:  2 along  the 
A.l.C.  1 1 May  and  one  there  30  May  (PF),  one 
at  Chicken  Creek  Res.,  Juab,  UT  12  May 
(J&KB),  and  one  at  Lemmon  VM.  13  May 
(JW).  Sanderling  numbers  were  impressive  at 
A.l.C.  10  Apr-15  May,  where  1000+  were  esti- 
mated 4 May  (J&KB)  and  3000+  on  15  May 
(JVM,  PF).  Away  from  A.l.C.,  there  were  only 
three  reports:  one  at  Lemmon  V.M.  14  Apr  & 
6 May  (NB,  JT,  CY,  FP),  8 at  Sand  Hollow 
19-20  Apr  (RF,  SSu),  and  one  at  Soda  L.  15 
May  (GS,  JW). 

Semipalmated  Sandpipers  are  very  rare  in 
the  spring,  so  the  3 at  A.l.C.  3 May  (J&KB) 
and  one  there  30  May  (PF  KL,  JVM)  are  very 
noteworthy.  A remarkable  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  was  photographed  at  the  Blanding 
sewage  ponds,  San  Juan,  UT  27  May  (ph.  AS, 
JNP).  Dunlin  were  reported  scattered 
throughout  the  Region,  with  a high  count  of 
60+  at  Carson  L.  19  Apr  (JW).  Only  2 Short- 
billed Dowitchers  were  reported,  both  in 
Nevada:  2 at  Indian  Springs  4 May  (SSu,  RF) 
and  one  at  Lemmon  V.M.  15  May  (BHa).  A 
Red  Phalarope  photographed  at  Blanding 
sewage  ponds  27  May  provided  a very  rare 
spring  record  (ph.  AS,  NP). 

Franklin’s  Gulls  are  regular  migrants 
through  the  Region,  but  a count  of  51  at 
H.B.V.P.  24  Apr  was  an  unusually  high  num- 
ber for  s.  Nevada  (J&MC).  A first-winter  Mew 
Gull,  very  rare  in  the  region,  was  reported 


from  H.B.V.P.  6 Mar  (p.  a.,  DAI,  MJ,  JBr).  A 
first-winter  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Farm- 
ington 1 Mar  (DGr)  was  likely  a wintering 
bird;  this  species  is  being  reported  more  fre- 
quently around  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 

Common  Terns  are  uncom- 
mon migrants  through  the 
Great  Basin,  so  the  following 
records  are  of  note:  one  at 
Provo  Airport  Dike,  Utah,  UT 
24  Apr  (CPy),  one  at  Sand 
Hollow  5 May  (RF),  one  at 
Las  Vegas  Bay,  L.  Mead,  Clark, 
NV  30  May  (MBa,  fide  JBr), 
and  3 at  H.B.VP.  30  May  (JBr). 
Least  Terns  staged  a mini- 
invasion into  the  Region:  2 at 
Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT 
15-23  May  (tBR  et  al.,  ph. 
MMd),  one  at  H.B.VP  18  May 
(DT,  TS),  one  at  Provo  Airport 
Dike,  Utah,  UT  26-31  May 
(RSt,  RBw  et  al.),  one  at  St. 
George  Golf  Course,  Washing- 
ton, UT  28  May-1  Jun  (MSc, 
JS,  ph.,  JRF,  ph.  SSu),  and  one 
at  Las  Vegas  Bay,  L.  Mead  30 
May  (MBa,/ideJE). 


Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  recorded  this  spring 
in  several  unusual  areas  in  southwestern 
Utah.  This  one  cruised  over  Silver  Reef, 
Washington  County,  Utah  on  30  April  2003. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


PIGEONS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  in  Hol- 
laday,  Salt  Lake,  UT  27  Mar 
was  considered  early  for  that  location  (DO). 
A stray  White-winged  Dove  in  Orem,  Utah , 
UT  19  Apr  was  far  n.  of  its  normal  range 
(CPy).  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued 
their  presence  in  Nevada  and  Utah,  with  12 
reports  involving  20+  individuals.  Several 
were  birds  still  present  from  locations  previ- 
ously reported  in  the  fall  and  winter  seasons 
for  Clark  and  Lincoln,  NV 
and  Beaver,  Iron,  and 
Washington , UT.  New 
reports  included:  one  at 
Corn  Cr.  17  May  (RT,  DT, 

JCo),  one  at  Kanab  Golf 
Course,  Kane,  UT  24  May 
(CS  et  al.),  and  2 at  Delta, 

Millard,  UT  27  May 
(DAI).  The  male  of  a pair 
in  Cedar  Valley,  Iron , UT 
since  Dec  was  observed 
giving  its  nasal 
“kreeeow”  call  during 
display  flight  5 May 
(SSu).  A calling  Inca 
Dove  was  at  Indian 
Springs  4 May  (RF,  SSu),  and  8 
there  on  20  May  (DT,  JW  et  al.). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  are  always  a treat  to 
find  in  the  West,  and  the  following  single  birds 
were  in  atypical  areas:  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope 
Island  S.R,  Davis,  UT  23  May  (DSh,  LG), 
Porter  Springs,  Pershing,  NV  30  May  (DT,  JW 
et  al.),  and  Red  Hills  G.C.  31  May  (KW,  RF). 


All  were  probably  migrants.  Flammulated 
Owls  are  regular  breeding  birds  in  the  Region, 
but  migrants  are  only  rarely  found;  one  at  Wel- 
come Spring  just  at  the  transition  of  Joshua 
Tree  woodland  and  juniper  woodland  on  the 
Beaver  Dam  slope,  Washington,  UT  3 May  was 
exceptional  (BHu,  ph.  MT). 

A Black  Swift  at  the  Carson  Diversion  Dam, 
Churchill,  NV  10-1 1 May  provided  a very  rare 
Nevada  record  of  a migrant  (DSi,  LN).  Vaux’s 
Swifts  were  reported  only  from  w.  Nevada  this 
year,  with  8 reports  involving  50+  birds  in 
Clark,  Churchill,  and  Washoe.  An  unconfirmed 
report  of  a Blue-throated  Hummingbird  came 
from  a park  visitor  at  Zion  N.P.  13  May. 
Although  park  personnel  could  not  relocate 
the  bird  and  this  report  cannot  go  into  the 
books,  it  is  important  to  note  the  possibility 
that  this  species  may  have  occurred  here  this 
spring;  there  is  at  least  one  previous  record  for 
the  area.  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  continued 
their  yearly  presence  in  s.  Utah,  with  4 found 
in  the  Leeds  area,  Washington,  UT  2 Mar  (CS 
et  al.)  and  one  at  Oak  Grove,  Washington,  UT 
18  May  (RF,  LT).  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  had 
been  recorded  yearly  only  in  Washington  for 
the  last  five  years  or  so.  A male  Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbird in  Oxbow  Park,  Reno  16  Apr  was  n. 
of  its  expected  range  in  Nevada  (DT).  Costa’s 
Hummingbirds  are  regularly  recorded  farther 
n.  in  n.  California  and  Oregon,  so  their  occa- 
sional occurrence  in  n.  Nevada  is  not  surpris- 
ing. An  early  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was 
in  Zion  Canyon  N.P  12  Mar  (RF).  An  Acorn 
Woodpecker  first  observed  15  Oct  2002  near 
Boulder  Mt.  along  Hwy  12  between  mile 
markers  93  & 94,  Garfield,  UT  continued 
through  the  end  of  the  period  (tCT,  m.  ob.). 
The  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  present  since  1 
Jan  at  Lytle  Ranch,  Washington  continued 
untd  22  Mar  (LT  et  al.).  What  was  considered 
a pure  Yellow-shafted  race 
Northern  Flicker  was  seen 
at  Springdale  pond,  Wash- 
ington, UT  9 Mar  (LT). 
Several  such  flickers  are 
reported  each  year,  but 
most  appear  to  be  inter- 
grades. 


- • ■ -••••■  ■ 

White-rumped  Sandpipers  are  rarely  found  in  the 
Great  Basin  Region.  This  remarkable  photograph  was 
taken  at  the  Blanding  sewage  ponds,  San  Juan  County, 
Utah  on  27  May  2003.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Spencer. 


were  seen 


FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A photographed  but  silent 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was 
reported  from  Upper  Galt 
Switch,  Lincoln,  NV  7 May 
(p.  a.,  ph.,  tJW).  Several 
marks  in  the  photograph 
do  suggest  this  species,  but  a few  marks  might 
not.  Identifying  silent  vagrant  wood-pewees  is 
challenging,  and  the  Nevada  committee  will 
decide  this  one.  Several  Least  Flycatchers,  all 
singles,  were  reported  as  follows:  Red  Hills 
G.C.  6 May  (RF),  Corn  Cr.  10  (JE,  RSa,  LT)  & 
14  May  (ph.  RF),  Lytle  Ranch  11  May  (LT), 
and  Lida,  Esmeralda,  NV  18  May  (TGS,  MMe). 
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in  Salt  Lake  City  29  Apr-17  May  (MSt  et  al.). 


After  last  spring’s  influx  of  Least  Flycatchers, 
the  several  reports  this  spring  also  suggest 
that  this  species  has  been  an  overlooked  rare 
transient  through  the  Region.  A well- 
described  Eastern  Phoebe  7 May  at  Jordan  R. 
Parkway,  Salt  Lake,  UT  provides  a very  rare 
Utah  record  for  this  species  (p.  a.,  tEC).  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  at  Five  Mile  Ranch,  Nye , NV 
17  May  (GS,  MMe)  and  one  at  Corn  Cr.  28 
May  (NB,  JT)  were  the  only  ones  reported 
away  from  regular  locations  in  n.  Nevada  and 
n.  Utah.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Corn 
Cr.  20-28  May  (JHe,  JM,  NB,  JT)  and  another 
at  Millers  R.  A.  24  May  (FP,  DT  et  al.)  were 
very  good  finds. 

A Bell’s  Vireo  was  observed  singing  at  Lida, 
Esmeralda,  NV  18  May,  a somewhat  n.  loca- 
tion for  this  species  (MMe,  GS).  Cassin’s 
Vireos  were  noted  in  small  numbers  in  Clark , 
NV  and  Washington , UT  during  late  Apr  and 
early  May.  Single  Purple  Martins,  a very  scarce 
migrant,  were  seen  at  Fish  Springs  16  May 
(KCC)  and  Indian  Springs  sewage  ponds  24 
May  (TW).  Only  2 Swainson’s  Thrushes  (an 
irregular  migrant  through  the  desert  regions) 
were  reported:  Corn  Cr.  14  May  (RF)  and  Cir- 
cle L Ranch,  Dyer  21  May  (DT  et  al.).  Neither 
was  identified  to  subspecies.  Transient  Gray 
Catbirds  were  noted  at  Gunnison  Bend  Res., 
Millard,  UT  9 Mar  (DAI),  Miller’s  R.A.  27  May 
(GS),  and  Porter  Springs,  Pershing,  NV  28 
May  (JW).  The  Gunnison  Bend  Res.  bird  was 
extremely  early  and  may  have  been  a lingering 
wintering  bird,  which  would  be  a significant 
record.  A Brown  Thrasher  at  the  Jordan  R. 
Parkway  on  the  early  date  of  26  Mar  (JHo) 
could  also  have  been  a wintering  bird. 
Another  Brown  Thrasher  was  observed  at  Red 
Hills  G.C.  28  May  (DSh).  Le  Contes  Thrash- 
ers were  easily  found  this  spring  along  the 
Alamo  Rd.  just  outside  of  Corn  Cr.,  and  sev- 
eral fledged  young  were  seen  in  early  May 
(DT,  RT  et  al.).  Two  ad.  with  2 juv.  Le  Conte’s 
Thrashers  were  found  at  Torrance  Ranch, 
Beatty,  Nye,  NV,  a n.  location  for  this  species 
(DT,  RTetal.). 

Eastern  warblers  were  in  short  supply  this 
season.  Northern  Parulas  were  observed  at 
three  locations:  Springdale  pond,  Washington, 
UT  14  May  (BSw),  Dyer  20  May  (DT),  and  the 
Watchman  residence  area,  Zion  N.P,  a singing 
male  that  persisted  from  25-28  May  (LB, 
fBSw  et  al.).  A Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was 
along  the  Muddy  R.,  Emery,  UT  29  May 
(MW),  and  a Magnolia  Warbler  was  in  Dyer 
24  May  (GS,  DSe,  JT  et  al.).  Hermit  Warblers 
are  rare-but-regular  transients  through  the 
Region,  but  only  2 were  reported  this  spring: 
one  at  Corn  Cr.  14  May  (RF)  and  one  at  Lida, 
Esmeralda,  NV  18  May  (GS,  MMe).  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  also  at  Lida  1 8-20  May 
(GS,  DT).  The  Palm  Warbler  that  wintered  at 
Carson  L.  was  last  seen  31  Mar  (DAr).  A 
basic-plumaged  Palm  Warbler,  very  rare  in 
spring,  was  seen  briefly  at  Corn  Cr.  3 May  (RF, 


SSu).  Four  Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
found  during  May  in  Clark,  Esmeralda,  and 
Washington — at  or  slightly  below  normal. 
Only  3 American  Redstarts  were  reported 
( Pershing , NV,  Utah  and  Wasatch,  UT).  An 
Ovenbird  was  along  the  Jordan  R.  Parkway  8 
May  for  a rare  local  record  (tEC).  A well- 
described  Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  at  Lytle 
5 May  (p.  a.,  tLT);  there  are  no  accepted  Utah 
records.  An  extremely  early  Wilson’s  Warbler 
showed  up  at  the  Parker  Ranch  Preserve,  Nye, 
NV  15  Mar  (LC).  For  at  least  the  3rd  spring  in 
a row,  Painted  Redstarts  were  found  in  Zion 
N.P,  this  year  3 Apr+  (KS , fide  BSw).  Others 
were  at  Red  Rock  N.C.A.,  Clark,  NV  5 Apr 
(DSm  et  al.)  and  Beaver  Dam  Wash  above 
Lytle  19  Apr  (RF,  LT). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Only  one  White- throated  Sparrow  was 
reported,  that  being  8 Mar  at  Reno  (AWa). 
Single  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  reported  in 
Utah  at  Camelot  Woods,  Utah  11  Mar  (KCC), 
Coalville,  Summit  26  Mar  (PF,  BHg),  Provo 
Airport  Dike,  Utah  12  Apr  (J&KB)  & 1 May 
(different  bird;  RW),  and  at  a residence  in  w. 
Weber  5 May  (PM).  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows are  regular  in  Nevada  and  are  becoming 
more  so  in  sw.  Utah.  One  that  wintered  at  Red 
Cliffs  Recreation  Area,  Washington  lingered 
until  9 Mar  (RF),  and  another  was  along  the 
Virgin  River  Parkway,  Washington  12  Mar 
(LT). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  numbers  were  a 
bit  above  average:  one  at  Bluff,  San  Juan,  UT 
16  May  (JHk,  LH,  TD),  one  at  Circle  L Ranch, 
Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  18  May  (GS,  MMe),  with 
2 there  21  May  (JW),  a female  at  Corn  Cr. 
18-22  May  (JE  et  al.),  and  a female  at  Red 
Hills  G.C.  26  May  (RF,  KCo).  Three  Indigo 
Buntings  at  Corn  Cr.  18  May  were  unusual  for 
a single  location  (JCo).  As  is  now  quite  nor- 
mal, a few  others  were  reported;  this  species  is 
probably  a regular  but  scarce  Regional 
breeder. 

Wayward  Bobolinks  were  at  Miller’s  R.A. 
17-28  May  (GS,  MMe,  NB,  JT),  Springville, 
Utah  19  May  (CPt),  and  Tonopah  Cemetery, 
Nye  24  May  (DSe).  Up  to  43  Tricolored  Black- 
birds were  in  the  Centerville  area  of  Carson 
Valley,  Douglas  7-24  Apr,  where  this  species 
has  been  found  now  for  several  years  (m.  ob.). 
A female  Bronzed  Cowbird  was  al  Red  Hills 
G.C.  9-28  May  (LT,  GB,  ph.  RF),  providing 
another  report  of  this  species  to  add  to  the 
handful  of  Utah  records.  A female  Orchard 
Oriole  was  a great  find  at  Corn  Cr.  16-22  May 
(MSM,  RSa);  there  are  very  few  Regional 
records.  At  least  one  and  likely  2 first-year 
Hooded  Orioles  were  in  Fernley,  Lyon,  NV 
21-25  Apr,  visiting  two  different  feeders  (DT, 
JT,  NB,  DSe),  followed  on  16  May  by  a 3rd 
bird,  an  ad.  male  (DSe).  Fernley  is  quite  far  n. 
for  this  species  in  Nevada.  Another  unusually 
northerly  record  was  of  a male  Hooded  Oriole 


A Baltimore  Oriole  stopped  in  at  Miller’s  R.A. 
25  May  (DT,  BD). 

A flock  of  30  Red  Crossbills  wandered  far 
out  of  habitat  in  Lida  18-21  May  (MMe,  GS  et 
al.).  A very  unusual  Common  Redpoll  was 
reported  from  a Sparks,  Washoe,  NV  feeder  on 
the  very  late  date  of  22  May  (CE,  fide  AWa); 
details  were  scant.  An  unexpected  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  was  at  a Fernley,  Lyon,  NV  feeder 
9-29  Mar  (DT,  DSe,  MMe),  an  outlier  in  last 
fall’s  irruption. 

Observers:  Dave  Allen  (DAI),  Gisela  Ander- 
son, Martha  Ann,  Keith  Archibald,  David  Arse- 
nault (DAr),  Mike  Baker  (MBa),  Glenn  Barlow, 
Sarah  Beckwith,  Betsy  Beneke  (BBe),  Joel  & 
Kathy  Beyer,  Jack  Binch  (JBi),  Mike  Bish 
(MBi),  Nancy  Bish,  Douglas  Booth,  Lonny 
Boring,  Bob  Bradley  (BBr),  Michael  Bradley 
(MBr),  Je  Anne  Branca  (JBr),  Robert  Brown 
(RBw),  Richard  Brune  (RBn),  John  Cavitt 
QCa),  KC  Childs  (KCC),  Joan  Clarke  (JC1), 
Jack  Cochran  (JCo),  Kristen  Cornelia  (KC), 
Edward  Conrad,  Jim  & Marian  Cressman, 
Laura  Cunningham,  Matt  Curtis,  Carol  & 
Nicky  Davis,  Tamara  DeRosiers,  Sue  & Dave 
Drown,  Bob  Dunn,  Jim  Eidell,  Clare  Engeseth, 
Keith  Evans,  Rick  Fridell,  Pomera  France, 
Sharon  Gander,  Lou  Giddings,  Dennis 
Ghiglieri  (DGh),  Dana  Green  (DGr),  C.J. 
Grimes  (CJG),  Carol  Gwynn  (CGw),  Anne 
Halley  (AH1),  Bill  Hart  (BHa),  Alex  Hartman 
(AHr),  Brian  & Phoebe  Hawson,  Jim  Healy 
(JHe),  Shelly  Hernandez,  Jack  Holley  (JI4o), 
Jim  Hook  (JHk),  Luanne  Hook,  Eric  Huish, 
Bill  Hunter  (BHu),  Bob  Huntington  (BHg), 
Mike  Johnson,  Lee  Jones,  Tony  Jones,  Josh 
Kreitzer,  Edson  Leite,  Tim  Lenz,  Kent  Lewis, 
Jeff  Madsen,  Sue  Anne  Marshall,  Brian  Max- 
field,  Don  Mclvor  (DMc),  Paul  Merola,  Martin 
Meyers  (MMe),  Mike  Monson  (MMn),  Milton 
Moody  (MMd),  Darren  Murphey  (DMu), 
Larry  Neal,  Deedee  O’Brien,  Bridget  Olson, 
Christian  Peay  (CPy),  Cheryl  Peterson  (CPt), 
Fred  Petersen,  Nathan  Pieplow,  Lois  Ports, 
Kristin  Purdy,  Jack  Rensel,  Kathy  Robertson, 
Bruce  Robinson,  Ron  Ryel,  Susan  & Jeffrey 
Saffle,  Mike  San  Miguel  (MSM),  Rick  Saval 
(RSa),  John  Schijf,  Mike  Schijf  (MSc),  Rita 
Schlageter  (RSc),  Greg  Scyphers,  Dennis 
Serdehely  (DSe),  Charlie  Sheard,  Kevin  Shipp, 
Bryan  Shirley  (BSr),  Dennis  Shirley  (DSh),  Bob 
Showier  (BSw),  David  Sibley  (DSi),  Dan  Small 
(DSm),  Andrew  Spencer,  Mark  Stackhouse 
(MSt),  Sparky  Stensaas  (SSt),  Reed  Stone 
(RSt),  Rose  Strickland  (RSk),  Toby  Sulenski, 
Priscilla  Summers,  Steve  Summers  (SSu),  Jane 
Thompson,  Matthew  Thorum,  Carolyn  Titus, 
Alton  Thygerson,  Larry  Tripp,  Dennis  Trous- 
dale, Ryan  Trousdale,  Julie  Van  Moorhem 
(JVM),  Robin  Walcott,  Alan  Wallace  (AWa), 
Jack  Walters,  Merrill  Webb,  Kevin  Wheeler, 
Larry  Williams,  Alan  Wright  (AWr),  Tom 
Wurster,  Carol  York.  © 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


Although  some  precipitation  materialized 
in  March,  spring  2003  saw  continued 
drought  conditions  over  most  of  New 
Mexico.  Migration  was  judged  “slow,”  but  per- 
sistent birding  discovered  several  surprises, 
including  at  least  one  species  potentially  new  to 
the  state.  Concentrated  efforts  along  the  Cana- 
dian River  in  eastern  San  Miguel  County  and  the 
lower  Mimbres  River  in  northwestern  Luna 
County  provided  numerous  distributional 
records,  as  did  continued  work  in  Colfax  and 
Hidalgo  Counties. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake  N.W.R.); 
Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache  N.W.R.);  E.B.L. 
(Elephant  Butte  L.);  K.K.  (Katfish  Kove,  private 
ponds  and  trees  adjacent  to  Mimbres  R.,  nw. 
Luna)'  L.V.N.W.R.  (Las  Vegas  N.W.R.);  Maxwell 
(Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roo- 
sevelt migrant  trap  near  Melrose);  RO.  Canyon 
(Post  Office  Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts.);  R.G.V. 
(Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rattlesnake  Springs 
area,  Eddy). 

LOONS  THROUGH CHUKAR 

A bright  Red-throated  Loon  at  Conchas  L.  30  Apr 
(WW)  furnished  a San  Miguel  first  and  New  Mex- 
ico’s 20th  overall.  Several  Horned  Grebes  lin- 
gered, including  one  to  2 at  Stubblefield  L.  9 May 
(DC)  and  Conchas  L.  10  May  (WW).  Far  n.  was 
a Neotropic  Cormorant  at  Springer  21  Apr-3  May 
(ph.  DC).  An  American  Bittern  at  K.K.  23  Mar-1 1 
Apr  (MS,  ph.  JZ)  provided  a Luna  first;  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  25  Apr  (JEP  JO)  furnished  the  only 
additional  report.  A vocal  Least  Bittern  was  at 
Springer  L.  24-30  May  (audiotape  DC);  another 
was  at  Clabber  Hill  marsh  below  Conchas  Dam  i6 
& 25  May  (m.  ob.).  A waterbird  colony  in 
drowned  saltcedar  at  Truth  or  Consequences  con- 
tained 60  pairs  of  Snowy  Egrets  and  35  of  Cattle 
Egrets  plus  3-5  each  of  Double-crested  Cor- 
morant and  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  28  May 
(WH);  4 Great  Blue  Heron  nests  were  at  Bosque 
29  May  (GE).  Great  Egrets  continued  to  be  widely 
reported,  including  one  or  more  n.  to  San  Juan , 
Taos,  Colfax,  and  Grant  12  Apr-13  May  (m.  ob.). 
An  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  Bosque  30  Apr-2  May 
(JEP,  JO)  provided  the  lone  report.  A Tricolored 
Heron  was  n.  to  Albuquerque  25-27  Apr  (JEP, 
NC).  A nesting  Green  Heron  at  K.K.  18  May  (MS, 
JZ ,JNP)  provided  a Luna  breeding  first.  Single  ad. 
Glossy  Ibis  were  at  San  Antonio  10-11  Apr  (JEP, 
vt.  JO)  and  B.L.N.W.R.  26  Apr  (JEP).  An  impres- 
sive three-hour  flight  of  8600  White-faced  Ibis 
passed  over  Leasburg  on  the  evening  of  20  Apr 
(MS,  JZ). 

Late  were  4 Greater  Scaup  at  Stubblefield  L.  9 
May  (DC).  Single  Surf  Scoters  were  near  Storrie 
L.  10  May  (CR)  and  below  Elephant  Butte  Dam 
24-31  May  (MS,  JZ,  PRS,  JEP).  A Long-tailed 
Duck  was  at  L.V.N.W.R.  29  Apr-4  May  (WW). 
Unusual  was  a female  Barrows  Goldeneye  e.  to 
Stubblefield  L.  16  Mar  (vt.  JO).  Notable  for 
Hidalgo  were  3 Red-breasted  Mergansers  at 
Lordsburg  28  Mar  (JEP);  late  was  one  at  Con- 
chas L.  10  May  (WW).  Migrant  Ospreys  were 
widely  reported  29  Mar-31  May,  including  2 “in 
the  middle  of  nowhere”  at  the  U.EO.  “crash  site” 
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in  Chaves  1 May  (BN).  A Mississippi  Kite  was  at 
Mesilla  10  May  (CB),  where  scarce  in  recent 
years,  and  another  was  at  Rodeo  26-27  May 
(RW,  RAR);  up  to  7 were  along  the  Canadian  R., 
e.  San  Miguel  10-17  May  (WW,  JEP,  JO).  A pair 
of  Northern  Harriers  engaging  in  prey  transfer  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  31  May  (SOW)  suggested  local  nest- 
ing. More  evidence  of  Common  Black-Hawk 
range  expansion  was  provided  by  a pair  nesting 
at  Clabber  Hill  Ranch  10  May+  (WW  et  ah); 
there  are  no  previous  Canadian  R.  records.  In 
the  R.G.V,  another  Common  Black-Hawk  pair 
nested  at  Isleta,  Valencia  in  May  (I  I.  Smith).  Rare 
in  Dona  Ana , a Harris’s  Hawk  was  at  Sunland 
Park  19  May  (JNP).  Single  Broad-winged  Hawks 
were  at  Santa  Fe  20  Apr  (T.  Rahm),  K.K.  20  Apr 
(MS,  JZ),  Las  Cruces  24-25  Apr  (CB),  and  Jal  10 
May  (JEP).  Early  Swainson’s  Hawks  included 
singles  in  Dona  Ana  20  Mar  (GE)  and  the  Ani- 
mas Valley  23  Mar  (AC,  NM-C,  RW).  Early 
Zone-tailed  Hawks  included  singles  at  Cochiti 
Dam  27  Mar  (RG)  and  Wall  L.,  Grant,  30  Mar 
(JO);  noteworthy  for  the  Sacramento  Mts.  was  a 
Zone-tailed  nest  at  Timberon  29  May  (T. 
McDaniel).  Suitable  nest  sites  for  Golden  Eagles 
are  scarce  on  the  e.  plains;  at  Taiban,  a pair  was 
nesting  on  a 100-m  tower  in  Mar  (D.  Krueper, 
W.  Ostheimer).  Single  Chukars  at  Sandia  Park  in 
early  May  and  higher  in  the  Sandia  Mts.  6 May 
(fide  KS)  indicated  continued  releases  there. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A vocal  Black  Rail  in  an  extensive  Canadian  R. 
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Sartor  0.  Williams  III 

1819  Meadowview  Drive  NW 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87104-2511 
(sunbittern@earthlink.net) 

marsh  below  Conchas  Dam  10-25  May  (WW  et 
al.)  provided  the  2nd  credible  state  record  in 
two  years.  Far  n.  and  a Colfax  first  was  a Com- 
mon Moorhen  at  Springers  Allen  L.  10  Apr-12 
May  (BP,  ph.  DC).  High  count  for  Black-bellied 
Plovers  was  6 at  Stubblefield  L.  16  May  (ph. 
DC).  Well-described  were  single  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Bosque  2 May  (JEP)  and 
B.L.N.W.R.  22-26  Apr  (GW,  JEP,  vt.  JO). 
Migrant  Snowy7  Plovers  included  singles  at 
Springer  L.  21  Apr  (DC)  and  Bosque  10  May 
(DE,  BN),  2 at  Lordsburg  Playa  5 Apr  (CR)  and 
one  at  Lordsburg  6 & 15  May  (AC,  NM-C),  a 
high  17  at  Brantley  L 19  Apr  (JO),  and  5 at  L. 
Grande  1 Mar  (JO);  peak  at  B.L.N.W.R.  was  273 
on  26  Apr  (GW).  Semipalmated  Plover  “con- 
centrations” included  8 at  Springer  L.  7 May 
(DC)  and  6 at  L.  David,  San  Miguel  4 May 
(WW);  3 near  Antelope  Wells  26  Apr  (AC,  NM- 
C)  provided  a local  first.  Two  Mountain  Plovers 
were  on  Otero  Mesa  18  Mar  (fide  B.  Locke), 
where  recent  records  are  scarce. 

High  count  for  American  Avocets  was  478  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  23  Apr  (GW).  The  season  produced 
several  sizable  flocks  of  Willets,  including  78  at 
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Making  national  news  was  a Thick-billed  Parrot  that  took  up  residence  in  a grove  of  exotic  pines  on  the  Armen- 
daris  Ranch  at  Engle,  Sierra  from  8 May  into  Jun  (except  for  a three  day  absence  23-26  May;  T.  Waddell  et  ai.).  By 
the  end  of  May,  over  400  birders  from  at  least  20  states  and  six  countries  had  enjoyed  the  bird.  Many  hundreds  of  excel- 
lent photographs  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  parrot's  identity,  but  origin  was — and  continues  to  be — hotly  debated. 


Bosque  7 May  (JB),  50  at  Bill  Evans  L.  3 May 
(LM),  and  35  near  Deming  6 May  (MS,  ph.  JZ). 
Among  the  few  Whimbrels  were  3 at  Maxwell 
16  May  (DC)  and  7 at  B.L.N.W.R.  3 May  (vt. 
JO).  Wasting  no  time,  a Long-billed  Curlew  pair 
had  produced  2 fledglings  near  McAlister,  Quay 
26  May  (CR).  A Hudsonian  Godwit  visited 
Bosque  17-18  May  (vt.  JO).  A Ruddy  Turnstone 
at  Stubblefield  L.  14  May  (ph.  DC)  provided  a 
Colfax  first.  Remarkable  was  a single  flock  of  34 
Sanderlings  at  L.  Isabel,  San  Miguel  10  May 
(CR).  The  earliest  White-rumped  Sandpiper 
was  one  at  Portales  16  May  (WW);  highs  were 
32  at  Stubblefield  L.  21  May  (ph.  DC)  and  30  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  24  May  (JEP).  Two  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers were  w.  to  Deming  24  Apr  (LM).  Late 
were  2 Dunlins  at  B.L.N.W.R.  3 May  (JO). 

An  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Conchas  L.  10 
May  (WW)  furnished  a San  Miguel  first  and 
New  Mexico’s  10th  overall.  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
were  more  numerous  than  usual,  with  several 
lingering  into  May;  last  were  one  at  Tucumcari 

16  May  (JEP)  and  9 at  Lordsburg  10  May  (AC). 
No  gull  breeds  in  New  Mexico,  but  California 
Gull  is  a potential  candidate;  interesting  were  20 
at  Eagle  Nest  L.  31  May  (ph.  DC).  A Thayer’s 
Gull  visited  E.B.L.  23  Mar  (vt.  JO).  Undetailed 
was  a Caspian  Tern  in  Sun  Juan  10  May  (fide 
SW).  Absolutely  unexpected  was  an  apparent 
Sandwich  Tern  at  L.  Avalon  13  May  (ph.  T. 
Hines);  written  details  and  distant  photos  of  this 
coastal  species  are  under  review.  Earliest  Least 
Terns  at  B.L.N.W.R.  were  singles  16  & 23  Apr 
(GW);  another  Least  strayed  to  Sumner  L.  16 
May  (WW,  JO),  while  2 were  at  Brantley  L.  24 
May  (JEP).  Scarce  in  recent  years,  a notable  con- 
centration of  120  Black  Terns  was  at  Sumner  L. 

17  May  (JEP,  JO). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Unusual  was  a Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  R.S.  9 May 
(JEP);  another  at  Upper  Ash  Spring  22  May  (ph. 
MW)  provided  a San  Andres  N.W.R.  first. 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  found  statewide, 
including  w.  to  San  Juan , Grant,  and  Hidalgo  (m. 
ob.),  and  in  barely  eight  years  they  seem  to  have 
effectively  colonized  all  corners  of  the  state;  an 
Albuquerque  nest  had  a large  nestling  30  Mar 
(WH).  A White-winged  Dove  was  n.  to  Maxwell 

2 May  (ph.  DC).  Inca  Doves  where  seldom 
noted  were  2 at  Hillsboro  4 & 12  Apr  (CR,  JEP), 

3 at  Kingston  6 Apr  (CR),  and  one  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  31  May  (JEP).  Good  news  for  Common 
Ground-Doves  included  2 at  Redrock  24  Apr 
(ER),  where  singing  was  reported  ( fide  DZ),  up 
to  4,  including  singing  birds,  at  Rodeo  21-27 
May  (RW),  another  near  Rodeo  30  May  (RW), 
and  a singing  individual  in  Guadalupe  Canyon 
31  May  (JEP).  The  remarkable  Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  invasion  that  began  in  Oct  continued  into 


spring,  with  one  singing  at  Luis  Lopez  9 Mar-1 
Apr  (JO),  a male  at  Silver  City  14  Mar  (D&MZ) 
and  a female  there  4 Apr  (D  & MZ),  at  least  4 
persisting  at  Cotton  City  28  Mar  (JEP),  and  a 
female  plus  a “full-tailed  juvenile’’  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  17  May  (D&MZ). 

Surveys  in  recent  years  documented  numer- 
ous Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  in  saltcedar  along  the 
lower  Pecos  R.,  but  a government-sponsored 
herbicide  program  initiated  in  late  winter  may 
have  ended  that;  no  cuckoos  were  found  in  their 
usual  haunts  there  through  31  May  (SW).  A 
Barn  Owl  nest  in  a streambank  cave  along  Ponil 
Cr.  (ph.  DC)  provided  one  of  the  few  Colfax 
breeding  records;  a Barn  at  Quarai  25  May  (NV, 
NP)  furnished  a local  first.  A vocal  Whiskered 
Screech-Owl  near  Aspen  Spring  10  May  (NM-C, 
RAR)  furnished  only  the  3rd  Animas  Mts. 
record.  The  7 vocal  Elf  Owls  in  Last  Chance 
Canyon,  Guadalupe  Mts.  20  Apr  (SW)  were  the 
most  yet  found  in  Eddy.  Three  Long-eared  Owls 
were  roosting  in  dense  saltcedar  at  Bosque 
Redondo  8 Mar  (JEP,  JO);  for  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year,  a Long-eared  pair  nested  in  the  Sandia 
Mts.  at  La  Madera,  Sandoval  23  May  (RG). 

Far  n.  of  expected  were  up  to  11  probable 
Lesser  Nighthawks,  all  frustratingly  silent,  at 
Clabber  Hill  Ranch,  San  Miguel  10-25  May 
(WW  et  al.).  An  early  Chimney  Swift  was  at 
Roswell  25  Apr  (JEP,  JO).  A male  Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  strayed  n.  to  Silver  City  15  Apr 
(PT);  others  away  from  Guadalupe  Canyon 
were  one  in  RO.  Canyon  (CL)  and  2 in  Skeleton 
Canyon  (RC)  10  May.  A female  White-eared 
Hummingbird  was  along  Indian  Cr.,  Animas 
Mts.  10  May  (NM-C,  RAR),  where  one  was  last 
seen  Jun  2001;  a Blue-throated  and  3 Magnifi- 
cents  were  also  there  that  day.  Lucifer  Hum- 
mingbirds were  relatively  scarce  in  PO.  Canyon, 
with  only  4 males  by  25  Apr  and  a single  female 
by  3 May  (CL);  2 were  in  Skeleton  Canyon  10 
May  (RC),  where  there  was  a male  28  May  (JB). 
Notably  early  were  a Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird at  RO.  Canyon  14  Mar  (R.  Scholes)  and  a 
Broad-tailed  there  8 Mar  (CL).  Both  Calliope 
and  Rufous  Hummingbirds  seem  to  be  increas- 
ing in  spring  in  sw.  New  Mexico;  this  season 
found  a male  Calliope  in  RO.  Canyon  16  & 24 
Apr  (CL),  an  undetailed  2 Calliopes  in  Skeleton 
Canyon  10  May  (RC),  one  to  4 Rufous  in  RO. 
Canyon  23  Mar — 8 May  (CL),  and  another 
Rufous  in  Grant  10  May  (BW).  Lingering  from 
winter  was  a Lewis’s  Woodpecker  at  Deming 
(MS,  JZ),  last  seen  2 Apr  (LM);  another  strayed 
to  R.S.  8 Mar  (SW)  to  19  Apr  (JEPJO).  A good 
showing  by  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  included 
the  discovery  of  10-15  along  the  Canadian  R. 
below  Conchas  Dam  in  May  (m.  ob.),  individu- 
als or  pairs  at  three  Carlsbad  locales  in  Apr  and 
May  (SW),  and  one  near  Eunice  31  May  (SOW); 


unusual  was  one  in  the  Fra  Cristobal  Mts.  23 
May  (ER).  A male  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was 
at  Bosque  16  Mar  (CR).  Unusual  for  the  e.  plains 
was  a Downy  Woodpecker  at  N.R.T.  28  Apr 
(WH).  Unexpected  were  one  to  2 Hairy  Wood- 
peckers at  K.K.  23  Mar-18  May  (m.  ob.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  NUTHATCHES 

Unprecedented  was  a Northern  Beardless-Tyran- 
nulet  at  R.S.  19-25  Apr  (JEP,  SW,  vt.  JO),  a first 
for  se.  New  Mexico;  early  was  one  singing  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  29  Mar  (JEP,  JO),  where  a 
pair  was  feeding  a large  young  16  May  (D&MZ). 
Perhaps  a winter  holdover,  an  apparent  Ham- 
monds Flycatcher  was  at  K.K.  9 & 23  Mar  (MS, 
JZ),  and  2 were  there  6 Apr  (CR).  Easterly  were 
single  Gray  Flycatchers  at  Caprock  and  Tatum 
19  Apr  (JO)  and  near  Clovis  28  Apr  (WH);  note- 
worthy were  up  to  6 singing  Duskies  along  Blue- 
water  Cr.,  Zuni  Mts.  28  May  (HS).  Surprising 
was  a well-seen  (but  silent)  Buff-breasted  Fly- 
catcher in  upper  Skeleton  Canyon  10  May  (RC). 
Lingering  Eastern  Phoebes  were  w.  to  K.K.  3 
Mar — 6 Apr  (MS,  JZ,  DE,  BN,  CR)  and  Isleta  9 
May  (SOW);  suspected  breeders  were  2 at  Mills 
Canyon,  Harding  17  May  (DC)  and  a displaying 
male  near  Tucumcari  24  Apr  (WH). 

Vermilion  Flycatchers  were  unusually 
numerous  and  widespread  in  the  s.;  in  the  ne., 
several  were  along  the  Canadian  R.  (m.  ob.),  an 
active  nest  was  at  Conchas  Dam  24  Apr  (WH), 
and  another  nest  was  at  Hondo,  Lincoln  31  Mar 
(R.  Troy).  Very  rare  in  spring,  a Great  Crested 
Flycatcher  was  at  N.R.T.  18  May  (m.  ob.,  vt.  JO); 
Brown-cresteds  were  unusually  numerous  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon,  with  10  there  10  May  (AC). 
Early  flycatchers  included  an  Ash-throated  at 
Virden  15  Mar  (LM)  and  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  29  Mar  (JEP,  JO).  An  active 
Western  Kingbird  nest  was  on  the  moving  arm 
of  a pumpjack  near  (aptly-named)  Loco  Hills, 
Eddy  19  May  (CR).  Only  a single  Thick-billed 
Kingbird  had  returned  to  Guadalupe  Canyon  by 
the  end  of  the  period  (AC,  NM-C,  D&MZ,  JEP). 
Rare  in  Roosevelt,  an  Eastern  Kingbird  was  at 
N.R.T.  18  May  (m.  ob.).  A Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher strayed  w.  to  L.VN.W.R.  in  late  May  (fide 
K.  Kuyuk). 

A White-eyed  Vireo  was  at  N.R.T.  27-28  Apr 
(JEP,  JO,  ph.  WH);  the  species  has  become 
increasingly  frequent  in  New  Mexico  in  recent 
years.  Two  Bell’s  Vireos  in  the  s.  Hachita  Valley 
29  May  (SOW)  provided  a local  first;  n.  in  the 
R.G.V  was  a Bell’s  at  Bosque  2 May  (JEP).  Yel- 
low-throated Vireos  made  a good  showing,  with 
singing  singles  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  10  May 
(AC),  near  Mimbres  17  May  (T.  & C.  Jervis), 
and  at  R.S.  24-25  Apr  (JEP,  vt.  JO).  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  was  at  N.R.T.  2 Apr  (JO)  & 18  Apr 
(BN).  A Hutton’s  Vireo  was  in  Water  Canyon,  n. 
Magdalena  Mts.  11  & 27  Apr  (JEP,  CR),  where 
only  recently  established;  some  1 1 pairs  were  in 
the  RO.  Canyon  area  (CL),  and  a pair  was  feed- 
ing nestlings  in  nearby  Skull  Canyon  13  May 
(CL).  Red-eyed  Vireos  included  singles  at  N.R.T. 
16-24  May  (WW,  JEP)  and  R.S.  10  May  (JEP). 
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The  massive  fall  and  winter  Steller’s  Jay  inva- 
sion of  lowland  areas  continued  to  recede 
through  Apr,  and  most  had  vacated  such  locales 
by  early  May.  Single  Blue  Jays  w.  to  the  R.G.V. 
were  singles  at  Albuquerque  15  Mar  & 5 Apr 
(JEP)  and  Socorro  20-21  Mar  & 15-26  Apr 
(PB);  unusual  for  Taos  was  one  at  Penasco  8 May 
(ph.  D.  Williams).  Pinyon  Jays  wandered  far  and 
wide,  including  2 near  Sanjon  11  Apr  (CR),  one 
in  Albuquerque’s  North  Valley  26  Apr  (DM),  5 at 
Luis  Lopez  9 May  (JO),  and  1 1 in  the  Peloncillo 
Mts.  29  Apr  (CL).  Remnants  of  the  American 
Crow  winter  invasion  of  the  lower  Pecos  Valley 
included  250  at  Brantley  L.  5 Mar  (SW).  The 
trend  of  early-arriving  swallows  continued,  with 
a Tree  at  Maddox  L.,  Lea  1 Mar  (JO),  a Violet- 
green  in  the  Gila  Lower  Box  11  Mar  (SOW),  a 
surprising  5 Cliffs  at  E.B.L.  1 Mar  (JEP),  and  a 
Barn  at  Carlsbad  10  Mar  (SW).  Cave  Swallows 
continued  to  thrive  in  Dona  Ana,  with  42  at  La 
Union  10  May  (GE)  and  another  n.  to  Leasburg 
30  May  (MS,  ph.  JZ);  out  of  range  was  a Cave  at 
Maddox  L.  4 May  (BN).  Two  ad.  Bridled  Titmice 
with  3 fledglings  at  K.K.  2 May  (MS,  JZ)  pro- 
vided a Luna  breeding  first,  as  did  a fledgling 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  with  ads.  there  18 
May  (MS,  JZ,  JNP). 

WRENS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

A Carolina  Wren  along  the  Pecos  R.  at  Vil- 
lanueva 9 & 18  Mar  (JEP,  vt.  JO)  furnished  a San 
Miguel  first.  A possible  Carolina  Wren  x 
Bewick’s  Wren  hybrid  was  in  the  Gila  Bird  Area 
25  May  (JO),  where  a Carolina  was  noted  in 
2002.  An  estimated  75  House  Wrens  were  at 
N.R.T.  26  Apr,  but  fewer  than  15  were  there  the 
following  day  (JO).  Suggestive  of  local  breeding 
were  6 singing  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  on 
South  Baldy,  Magdalena  Mts.  30  May  (HS). 
Black-tailed  Gnatcatchers  n.  in  the  R.G.V  were 
one  at  Bosque  9 Mar  (WH)  and  2 at  E.B.L.  1 Mar 
(JEP);  noteworthy  was  a Black-tailed  at  Double 
Adobe,  Animas  Mts.  23  Mar  (NM-C,  RW).  A 
pair  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  was  feeding  a fledging 
at  Conchas  Dam  10  May  (WW);  unusual  for 
Luna  were  2 Easterns  at  Denting  5 Mar  (LM) 
and  2 others  in  the  Florida  Mts.  1 1 Mar  (LM).  A 
Swainson’s  Thrush  banded  at  Ropes  Spring  2 
May  (MW)  provided  a San  Andres  N.W.R.  first. 
An  estimated  200  Hermit  Thrushes  packed 
N.R.T.  26  Apr,  where  fewer  than  20  remained 
the  following  day  (JO).  A Rufous-backed  Robin 
in  Guadalupe  Canyon  22-31  May  (AC,  NM-C, 
RAR,  JEP,  ph.  RW,  vt.  JO)  provided  New  Mex- 
ico’s 7th  overall  but  first  away  from  the  R.G.V 
One  to  2 Gray  Catbirds  were  singing  s.  to 
Bosque  Redondo  17  May  (JEP,  JO);  w.  was  one  at 
Aragon,  Catron  26  May  (JO).  Single  Brown 
Thrashers  strayed  w.  to  Hillsboro  6 Apr  (DE, 
BN,  CR)  and  Cotton  City  28  Mar  (JEP).  One  to 
2 Crissal  Thrashers  were  n.  to  Eldorado  20 
Apr-16  May  (DS),  where  there  were  about  40 
pairs  of  Curve-billeds  (DS).  Unusual  was  a 
Phainopepla  near  Reserve  26  May  (JO).  One  to 
2 Olive  Warblers  were  n.  to  Water  Canyon  2 & 
10  May  (JEP,  DE),  where  only  recently  estab- 


lished; 6 Olives  were  in  the  Animas  Mts.  10  May 
(NM-C,  RAR).  Very  rare  in  spring,  2 Hermit 
Warblers  were  in  the  Animas  Mts.  (NM-C, 
RAR),  and  another  was  in  Grant  (BW)  10  May. 
Notable  e.  strays  were  a male  Chestnut-sided  at 
N.R.T.  7 & 9 May  (DE,  BN,  JEP),  a female  Mag- 
nolia Warbler  at  Madrid  27  Apr  (LS)  and  a male 
at  Bosque  Redondo  9 May  (JEP),  a Blackburn- 
ian Warbler  at  N.R.T.  26  May  (BN,  DE,  CR), 
one  to  3 Palm  Warblers  at  Socorro  20-22  Apr 
(ph.  PB),  a singing  Prothonotary  Warbler  at 
R.S.  10  May  (JEP).  a Worm-eating  Warbler 
along  Sapello  Cr.,  San  Miguel  4 May  (WW),  a 
Kentucky  Warbler  at  Albuquerque  26  May 
(DM),  a possible  Kentucky  at  Virden  25  May 
(JO,  AC,  NM-C),  and  a male  Hooded  at  Socorro 
8-10  May  (J.  Shipman,  BN,  DE).  Among  the 
rare-but-regular  warblers  were  single  male 
Northern  Parulas  at  B.L.N.W.R.  18-20  Apr  (JEP, 
JO,  GW),  Socorro  27  Apr  (D.  Hawksworth),  and 
N.R.T.  3-4  May  (JEP,  JO);  single  Black-and- 
whites  at  Albuquerque  (DE,  BN),  N.R.T.  (JEP, 
JO),  Tatum  (JO),  and  Grant  (BW)  27  Apr-25 
May;  an  American  Redstart  at  N.R.T.  7 May  (DE, 
BN);  and  an  Ovenbird  at  Bosque  2 May  (JEP). 
Rare  in  Luna,  2 Painted  Redstarts  were  at  K.K. 
30  Mar  (MS,  ph.  JZ);  far  e.  was  a Painted  in  Dog 
Canyon,  Sacramento  Mts.  28  Mar  (H.  Haskell). 
Similarly  far  e.  were  one  to  2 Hepatic  Tanagers 
at  N.R.T.  3-9  May  (JEP,  JO),  where  there  were 
also  single  Summers  26  Apr  (JEP)  and  17  May 
(JO);  n.  were  4 or  more  Summer  Tanagers  along 
the  Canadian  R.  below  Conchas  Dam  10,  17,  & 

25  May  (m.  ob.). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Several  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  detected  in  the 
sw.  (where  absent  in  some  years),  including  3 at 
Tyrone  11  May  (EL),  one  near  K.K.  24  May 
(MS,  JZ),  14  near  Hatchet  Gap  29  May  (SOW), 
and  3 near  Columbus  28  May  (SOW).  A Bot- 
teri’s  Sparrow  singing  at  a Rodeo  farm  27  May 
(RW,  RAR)  provided  a new  locality  for  this 
recently-established  species.  Last  of  the  winter- 
ing American  Tree  Sparrows  were  10  at 
Maxwell  15  Mar  (DC).  For  the  2nd  consecutive 
year,  Brewer’s  Sparrows  nested  in  Colfax,  with 
up  to  6 singing  males  and  a female  on  eggs  at 
Stubblefield  L.  26  May  (ph.  DC).  A Field  Spar- 
row was  near  Milnesand  12  Apr  (CR).  Single 
Black-chinned  Sparrows  at  Petroglyph  N.M.  4 
May  (HS)  and  Quarai  10  May  (NV)  were  local 
firsts.  North  was  a Black-throated  Sparrow  at 
Maxwell  20  May  (DC).  A grassy  ridge  at  about 
2150  m in  the  s.  San  Mateo  Mts.  harbored  up  to 
5 Baird’s  Sparrows  8 May  (WW)  and  at  least 
one  Baird’s  plus  about  3 Grasshopper  Sparrows 
11  May  (JEP,  JO);  near  McAlister,  Quay,  2 
Grasshoppers  were  in  exotic  weeping  lovegrass 

26  May  (CR).  Single  Fox  Sparrows  were  at 
Deming  6 Mar  (LM),  Percha  26  Mar  (GE),  and 
White’s  City  8 Mar  (RN);  of  3 that  wintered  in 
PO.  Canyon,  2 were  present  31  Mar,  and  the 
last  was  seen  14  Apr  (CL).  Always  a treat,  sin- 
gle Harris’s  Sparrows  were  in  San  Miguel  10  May 
(WW),  at  Socorro  until  18  Apr  (PB),  and  at 


Bosque  until  27  Apr  (JO);  rare  in  Luna  was 
another  at  K.K.  20  Apr  (JZ).  Golden-crowned 
Sparrows  were  singles  at  Bosque  9 Mar  (WH), 
P.O.  Canyon  1 May  (CL),  and  R.S.  10  May 
(JEP).  The  last  Lapland  Longspur  report  was  of 
6 at  Springer  L.  20  Mar  (DC). 

Northern  Cardinals  continued  their  north- 
ward march,  including  at  least  2 along  the 
Canadian  R.,  e.  San  Miguel  10  & 17  May  (WW, 
JEP,  JO)  and  singles  at  Santa  Rosa  17  May  (CR) 
and  near  Floyd  1 1 Apr  (C.  Hayes).  Two  Pyrrhu- 
loxias  were  n.  to  N.R.T.  13  Apr  (CR).  A strong 
showing  by  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  produced 
one  to  3 in  13  counties,  including  w.  to  Grant 
and  Hidalgo  25  Apr-22  May  (m.  ob.).  Varied 
Buntings  had  perhaps  their  best  season  yet  in 
Eddy,  with  singles  in  Walnut  Canyon  3 & 25 
May  (DE,  BN,  JEP)  and  Slaughter  Canyon  3 
May  (SW),  plus  6 in  Rattlesnake  Canyon  25 
May  (SW).  A Painted  Bunting  was  n.  to  N.R.T. 
16-17  May  (JEP),  and  2 were  along  the  Cana- 
dian R.,  e.  San  Miguel  10  May  (WW),  where  a 
male  was  singing  17  May  (JEP,  JO). 

Unprecedented  was  a flock  of  14  Rusty  Black- 
birds at  R.S.  2 Mar  (vt.  JO),  with  25  there  when 
last  reported  8 May  (SW,  RN).  Continuing  their 
westward  expansion  were  2 Common  Grackles 
at  Magdalena  27  Apr  (CR).  Bronzed  Cowbirds 
continued  to  increase  in  range  and  numbers, 
with  reports  from  a record  14  counties,  includ- 
ing 2 at  Taiban  3 May  (JEP)  and  singles  near 
N.R.T.  26  May  (DE,  BN),  near  Clovis  6 May  (DE, 
BN),  and  Lingo  21  May  (CR).  Wandering  orioles 
included  single  Orchards  at  Luis  Lopez  18  May 
(JO)  and  N.R.T.  17-26  May  (m.  ob.),  2 Hoodeds 
at  Hillsboro  12  Apr  (JEP)  & 3 May  (CR)  and 
another  at  Luis  Lopez  14-16  May  (fide  JO),  and 
2 Scott’s  near  Madrid  20  Apr  (LS)  and  one  near 
Las  Vegas  4 May  (WW).  The  now-famous  Sandia 
Crest  rosy-finches  gradually  departed  during 
Mar,  with  the  last  three-species  flock  of  24  birds 
noted  8 Apr  (KS)  and  the  last  individual  seen  14 
Apr  (fide  KS);  last  at  Eagle  Nest  was  a three- 
species  flock  of  76  on  19  Apr  (DC).  Red  Cross- 
bills were  notably  scarce  statewide;  unusual  were 
singles  at  Conchas  L.  25  May  (DE,  BN)  and  at 
Luis  Lopez  6 May  (vt.  JO).  Last  of  the  winters 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  incursion  was  a lone 
female  at  Leasburg  7 Apr  (MS,  ph.  JZ). 

Initialed  observers:  Pat  Basham,  Craig 
Benknran,  James  Black,  Robert  Chapman,  David 
Cleary,  Alan  Craig,  Nancy  Cox,  Douglas 
Emkalns,  Gordon  Ewing,  Rebecca  Gracey, 
William  Howe,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carroll  Littlefield, 
Larry  Malone,  David  Mehlman,  Narca  Moore- 
Craig,  Robert  Neirnan,  Bruce  Neville,  Jerry  Old- 
enettel,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton,  Nick 
Pederson,  Brandon  Percival,  Eric  Rominger, 
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LOONS  THROUGH  MERGANSERS 

Pacific  Loons,  casual  after  mid-Apr,  were 
found  at  Luna  L.  16  May  (tC.  Haynie),  Mon- 
tezuma Well  20  May-13  Jun  (D.  Green,  m. 
ob.),  and  Big  L.  27  May  (tYK).  Least  Grebe, 
though  regular  in  recent  years,  remains  a 
casual  visitant.  The  individual  at  S.W.T.  went 
undetected  after  24  May  (m.  ob.).  Another 
Least  Grebe  was  discovered  just  15  km  away 
at  Sam  Lena  Park  19  Apr+  (tGB,  ph.  GHR). 
A Clarks  Grebe  at  Willcox  31  Mar  (D.  West) 
was  an  early  migrant.  Three  Brown  Pelicans, 
remnants  from  last  year’s  invasion,  remained 
near  Tempe  Town  L.  through  the  period  (m. 
ob.).  Neotropic  Cormorant  sightings  con- 
tinue to  accumulate  in  Maricopa.  County- 
wide, 22  were  tallied  on  10  May,  with  2 
found  nest-building  at  Paloma  (TC,  m.  ob.). 
Arizona  has  few  nesting  records.  Farther  e., 
2 Neotropics  among  Double-cresteds  at  Roo- 
sevelt Dam  10  May  were  likely  the  first  for 


Gila  0-  Kopitzke,  fide  TC).  A Double- 
crested  Cormorant  was  at  Kingfisher  Pond, 
upper  S.PR.  23  May  (DSj),  where  accidental. 

A Tricolored  Heron  was  reported  from 
Patagonia  L.  27  May  (R.  Duerksen).  Cattle 
Egrets  were  found  nesting  at  Paloma  10  May 
(TC).  Arizona’s  few  nesting  records  are 
mostly  from  this  area.  With  only  six  prior 
records,  a White  Ibis  near  Arlington  9 May 
(+D.  Luehrs  et  al.)  was  a good  find.  Another 
sighted  upriver  at  91st  Ave.  24  May  (M.  Pla- 
gens)  was  likely  the  same  individual. 

The  Long-tailed  Duck  at  G.FP  was  last 
seen  on  19  Apr  (PD),  a late  date.  Very  rare 
along  the  Mogollon  Rim,  2 Red-breasted 
Mergansers  were  on  Rainbow  L.,  Lakeside 
14  Mar-4  Apr  (GC,  DR). 

KITES  THROUGH  TERNS 

White-tailed  Kites  continue  to  be  sporadic, 
with  singles  reported  se.  of  Sonoita  3 Mar 
(TC),  at  A.V.S.T.P.  19  Mar  (PS),  and  near 
Firebird  L.  26  May  (R.  Ditch).  Conversely, 
Mississippi  Kites  continue  to  do  well  along 
the  S.PR.  In  addition  to  the  Dudleyville 
colony,  3 returned  to  St.  David  by  1 1 May  (H. 
Lauchstedt),  and  2 were  near  Cascabel  16 
May  (D.  Wright  et  al.).  Another  at  Arivaca 
Cienega  25-28  May  (R.  Duerksen  et  al.)  pro- 
vided one  of  few  Pima  reports.  A pair  of  Gray 
Hawks  at  Cluff  Ranch,  Graham  2 Apr  (L. 
Averill-Murray,  B.  Metheny) — with  nesting 
detected  later  in  the  month — reflected  the 
species’  northward  expansion.  At  H.R.P.,  the 
resident  Red-shouldered  Hawk  pair  contin- 
ued 15  Mar+  (j.  Bock,  fide  TC).  A Short- 
tailed Hawk  was  reported  sporadically  23 
May+  in  the  Rustler/Barfoot  area  of  the  Chir- 
icahua  Mts.  (B.  Chapman  et  al.).  Crested 
Caracaras  wandered  again,  perhaps  due  to 
the  persistent  drought  conditions,  with  indi- 
viduals at  Green  Valley  3 Mar  (G.  West), 
Sierra  Vista  3 May  (fide  RH),  along  the  S.PR. 
near  Aravaipa  Cr.  3 May  (fide  TC),  and  along 
Arivaca  Rd.  4 May  (MMS,  ph.  GHR). 

The  lone  Sandhill  Crane  returned  to  Luna 
L.  by  27  May+  (YK).  Single  Black-bellied 
Plovers,  casual  in  spring,  were  at  Willcox  7 
May  (J.  Short,  DP)  and  21-28  May  (ph.  DSj). 
Snowy  Plovers  were  present  at  Willcox  6-18 
May,  with  a peak  of  3 on  the  last  date  (m. 
ob.).  Whimbrels  are  uncommon  transients 
in  the  L.C.R.V,  sometimes  in  small  flocks. 
Unprecedented  in  Arizona  were  flocks  near 
Yuma  on  14  Apr  reportedly  numbering  over 
200  (DT ,/idc  HD).  Thirty  the  next  day  (HD) 
was  also  remarkable,  though  these  numbers 
pale  in  comparison  to  those  at  the  nearby 
Salton  Sea.  Away  from  the  L.C.R.V.,  Whim- 
brel  is  a casual  transient.  Singles  at  Willcox 
7 (DP)  & 27  May  (B.  Doyle,  RF)  and  2 there 
14  May  (ph.  B.  & K.  Zimmer)  were  notable. 
A Hudsonian  Godwit  reported  at  Palo  Verde 
26  May  (TPM)  was  only  a 2nd  for  Maricopa; 
there  are  just  five  accepted  state  records. 

Single  Sanderlings  were  at  Yuma  14  Apr 
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(DT , fide  HD),  Willcox  3-6  May  (RH),  and 
A.V.S.T.P.  10  May  0-  Higgins).  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  casual  in  spring,  were 
reported  from  Willcox  24  Apr  (J-  McCabe) 
and  3 (J.  Hirth)  & 29  May  (MMS  et  al.),  the 
latter  a very  late  date.  A great  find  was  the 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Willcox  15-26 
May  (ph.  DSj,  GHR,  m.  ob.),  only  a 7th  state 
record.  A Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  Gila  Bend  10 
May  (TC)  was  a first  May  Maricopa  record.  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Willcox  17  May  (ph. 
GHR)  was  also  casual  and  late.  A calling 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  at  Yuma  on  the  early 
date  of  14  Apr  (DT,  fide  HD)  was  one  of  very 
few  found  in  spring  in  the  L.C.R.V.  The  only 
others  reported  were  singles  at  Willcox  11 
May  (DSj)  and  15-23  May  (ph.  DSj).  A Red- 
necked Phalarope  along  the  S.C.R.  in 
Marana  3 Mar  (J.  & SL)  appeared  weak  and 
may  have  wintered  locally.  There  are  very 
few  winter  records.  A Red  Phalarope  at 
Lakeside  3 Apr  (tj.  Videle)  provided  one  of 
few  local  records. 

A Laughing  Gull  at  Willcox  27  May  (ph. 
RF,  T.  Godfrey)  adds  to  the  fewer  than  20 
state  records.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  well  rep- 
resented, with  20  reported 
statewide.  Early  singles  were  at 
Patagonia  L.  15  Mar  (SB),  Amado 
S.T.P  19  Mar  (K.  Graves),  and 
Willcox  27  Mar  (E.  Shoben).  In 
spring,  terns  are  sparse  away  from 
the  L.C.R.V.  An  unprecedented 
group  of  3 Elegant  Terns  at  Arivaca 
L.  30  Apr  (tS.  Tingley  et  al.)  would 
make  only  a 6th  state  record — as 
well  as  the  earliest  ever.  Prior  to 
1980,  there  were  fewer  than  a 
dozen  Arizona  Least  Tern  records 
(Monson  and  Phillips  1981),  with 
3 more  in  the  1980s.  From  1990  to 
2002,  there  were  36  additional 
reports.  This  spring  no  fewer  than 
12  Least  Terns  were  reported, 
bringing  the  total  to  near  60.  Sin- 
gles were  at  Nogales  15  Apr  (J. 

Hayes),  Willow  Tank,  Portal  4 May 
(RT),  Willcox  7 May  (DP),  Patagonia  L.  13 
May  (G.  Morgan),  Willcox  16  May  (A. 
Core),  Gila  Bend  S.T.P  24  May  (TC),  and 
Palo  Verde  25  May  (Josh  Burns).  Two  were 
seen  intermittently  at  Willcox  18-25  May, 
with  one  present  through  29  May  (ph.  DSj, 
m.  ob.),  and  3 were  together  at  Thatcher 
S.T.P.  26  May  (SB).  With  their  status  so 
clearly  changed,  the  question  is:  where  are 
these  birds  heading?  Black  Tern  reports 
included  an  incredible-for-spring  40  at  Will- 
cox 28  May  (RWe).  More  typically,  only  3 
others  were  reported,  all  at  Willcox  28-29 
May  (DSj,  MPo  et  al.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLICKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  pros- 
per statewide,  though  in  small  numbers  at 


most  locales.  Local  firsts  were  reported  from 
10  areas.  White-winged  Doves  continue  to 
move  n.,  with  5 reported  from  the  Prescott 
region  (CST  et  al.)  and  one  at  Ganado  12 
May  (CL).  Following  the  winter  Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  invasion,  new  reports  were 
received  of  2 at  Tubac  7 Apr  (A.  Ports),  2 
near  Arivaca  L.  16  Apr  (J&SL),  and  one  at 
Sun  City  22  Apr  (D.  Litzenberger).  One  con- 
tinued at  Prescott  through  the  late  date  of  18 
May  (CST,  C.  Collins).  One  to  2 were  at  Red 
Rock  into  Jun  (m.  ob.).  No  definite  signs  of 
nesting  were  reported. 

A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  in  an  e.  Scotts- 
dale yard  8-11  Mar  (ph.  B.  Schaefer  et  al.) 
was  at  a low  elevation,  where  casual.  About 
a month  early,  a Lesser  Nighthawk  was  at 
Marana  16  Mar  (CL).  Buff-collared  Nightjars 
were  again  detected  at  the  Oro  Blanco  mine 
site  near  California  Gulch  6 May+  (DSj, 
MMS,  m.  ob.). 

A male  White-eared  Hummingbird  in 
Miller  Canyon  24  May-t-  (W.  Wallraven,  TB, 
ph.  BF)  was  the  only  one  reported.  A male 
Berylline  Hummingbird  was  found  in  Ram- 
sey Canyon  on  the  very  early  date  of  9 Mar+ 


This  nicely-photographed  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  present  at  Willcox  1 5-26  May  2603 
(here  16  May),  furnished  Arizona's  seventh  firm  record.  Photograph  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 


(J.  Hirth  et  al.).  Hybrid  hummingbirds  of 
apparent  Berylline  ancestry  returned  to 
Miller  Canyon  11  Mar+  (TB)  and  Ash 
Canyon  28  Apr  (MJB).  Violet-crowned 
Hummingbirds  away  from  more  typical 
areas  were  singles  in  Ash  Canyon  5 Mar+ 
(MJB)  and  lower  Carr  Canyon  6 Mar  (H. 
Brodkin),  with  3 at  B.C.ES.  7 Mar  (SW  et 
al.).  Nesting  activity  was  again  reported  at 
B.C.ES.  Up  to  12  Lucifer  Hummingbirds 
were  found  in  eastside  Huachuca  Mt. 
canyons  beginning  25  Mar  (MJB,  TB,  R. 
Hamilton,  ph.  J.  Woodley,  m.  ob.),  reflecting 
their  recent  expansion.  A male  was  at 
B.C.ES.  feeders  1-21  Apr  (SW).  An  ad.  male 
Costa’s  Hummingbird  in  cen.  Prescott  26 
Feb-2  Mar  (and  probably  earlier)  was  a first 
local  winter  record  (J-  Spencer,  CST). 


A pair  of  Belted  Kingfishers  has  been 
observed  during  the  past  three  springs  using 
cavities  along  an  irrigation  canal  in  Safford 
in  Apr  and  May,  suggesting  the  first  s.  Ari- 
zona nesting  in  many  years  (K.  Williams, 
fide  TC).  It  is  a sparse  breeder  in  n.  Arizona. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  at  the 
B.T.A.  9 Mar  (TC)  was  at  the  n.  edge  of  its 
breeding  range  in  Arizona.  Intriguing  was  a 
report  of  a well-described  singing  Least  Fly- 
catcher from  along  Hwy  60  at  Timber  Camp 
20  May  (tDTo);  there  have  been  very  few 
spring  records  accepted  in  the  state,  and  this 
report  will  be  evaluated  by  the  A.B.C.  A Gray 
Flycatcher  at  Cameron  11  Apr  (CL)  was  the 
earliest  report  ever  for  the  N.l.R.  Buff- 
breasted Flycatchers  away  from  normal  nest- 
ing localities  in  the  Huachuca  Mts.  included 
one  in  the  Rincon  Mts.  near  Helen’s  Dome 
20  Apr  (DSj)  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year, 
and  another  26  Apr+  near  the  Southwest 
Research  Station  in  Cave  Creek  Canyon 
(HD),  where  this  species  has  become  regu- 
lar. The  Eastern  Phoebes  that  wintered  at 
Patagonia  L.  and  in  sw.  Phoenix 
both  remained  until  mid-Mar. 
Two  additional  Eastern  Phoebes 
were  reported  from  the  Prescott 
region  this  spring,  one  near  Date 
Cr.  3 Apr  (K.  O’Neill,  fide  CT), 
and  another  along  Granite  Cr.  5 
Apr  (CST);  this  species  is  consid- 
ered casual  anywhere  in  the  state 
in  spring,  particularly  away  from 
s.  Arizona. 

Tropical  Kingbirds  were  found 
at  a number  of  localities  this 
spring,  including  H.R.P,  Arivaca, 
two  spots  along  the  upper  S.P.R., 
Tubac,  Winkleman,  and  Kino 
Springs,  where  the  habitat  is  in 
serious  decline.  Thick-billed 
Kingbirds  were  also  found  at  a 
number  of  interesting  locations; 
the  individual  that  wintered  at 
Yuma  remained  until  12  Mar  (HD),  one  was 
in  California  Gulch  8 May+  (DSj),  one  was 
in  Florida  Canyon  18  May  (WR),  and  one 
was  at  Portal  20  May+  (RWe). 

Casual  in  spring  anywhere  in  Arizona,  a 
White-eyed  Vireo  was  found  singing  at 
Flagstaff  14  May  (TJP),  providing  about  a 
15th  record  for  the  state.  Three  different 
Red-eyed  Vireos  were  reported  this  spring, 
with  one  in  Madera  Canyon  19  May  (tM. 
Hickey),  one  singing  in  Miller  Canyon  25 
May  (L.  & M.  Conrad),  and  one  at  Portal  28 
May  (RWe);  reports  of  Red-eyeds  have 
increased  again  in  recent  years,  in  contrast  to 
the  situation  in  s.  California,  for  instance. 
After  a number  of  Pinyon  Jay  reports  from 
the  winter  period,  flocks  remained  at  a num- 
ber of  se.  Arizona  locations  well  into  May; 
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largest  concentrations  reported  included  200 
at  B.C.FS.  24  Mar-18  Apr  (SW)  and  80  in 
French  Joe  Canyon  30  Mar-15  May  (SF  et 
al.).  Clarks  Nutcrackers  lingered  into  the 
spring  at  highland  locations  in  both  the 
Huachuca  and  Chiricahua  Mts.;  at  least  5 
were  present  at  Rustler  Park  until  at  least  26 
May  (MMS  et  al.),  but  the  report  of  about  30 
there  20  May  (YK  et  al.)  was  unprecedented. 
A pair  of  American  Crows  was  found  nesting 
at  an  unusually  low  elevation  at  Chinle  13 
May  (CL). 

The  pair  of  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers 
found  at  Patagonia  L.  in  Oct  remained  in  the 
same  general  area  through  the  spring.  Nest- 
building was  observed  12  Mar  (F  Fekel;  ph. 
J.  Zabriskie,  J.  Burns),  young  were  observed 
in  the  nest  20  Apr  (P.  Kelly),  with  3 young 
that  fledged  by  the  end  of  Apr  remaining  in 
the  area  through  May  (m.  ob.).  Another  pair 
of  Black-cappeds  was  located  in  Leslie 
Canyon  16  Apr  (vt.,  tNM-C,  AC),  providing 
the  first  documented  record  for  the  Chiric- 
ahua Mts.  Amazingly,  yet  another  pair  was 
found  nest-building  along  Sonoita  Cr.  s.  of 
Patagonia  24  May+  (ph.  DSj).  This  is  the 
first  time  since  1997  that  multiple  Black- 
cappeds  have  attempted  nesting  in  Arizona. 

An  Eastern  Bluebird  at  Wenima  Wildlife 
Area  near  Springerville  20  Mar  (DR)  was 
away  from  normal  breeding  areas  in  the 
state.  At  least  3 of  the  Rufous-backed  Robins 
that  appeared  during  the  fall  and  winter — 
singles  at  B.T.A.,  Patagonia  L.,  and  Florida 
Canyon — remained  until  mid-Mar.  Another 
found  at  Tubac  9-18  Apr  (DTo,  nr.  ob.)  may 
have  wintered  locally.  A Varied  Thrush  was 
reported  associating  with  American  Robins 
near  the  top  of  Mt.  Lemmon,  Santa  Catalina 
Mts.  11  May  (PD);  this  species  is  casual  at 
best  during  the  spring.  A Gray  Catbird  at 
Portal  26-30  May  (RWe)  provided  the  only 
report  of  this  species  this  spring.  The  Brown 
Thrasher  at  B.T.A.  during  the  winter 
remained  there  until  at  least  22  Apr  (CST). 
Another  that  was  located  along  Arivaca  Cr.  7 
Apr  (DTo)  could  have  wintered  locally.  An 
American  Pipit  at  Willcox  22  May  (YK)  was 
late  for  this  species  in  se.  Arizona. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

A singing  male  Tennessee  Warbler  was  in  a 
Yuma  yard  9 May  (HD),  where  casual  in 
spring.  Extraordinary  was  a Crescent- 
chested Warbler  found  in  Madera  Canyon 
25-28  Apr  (J.  & P.  Kelly,  R.  Walcott,  vt.  E. 
Conrad,  tGB,  tMMS);  this  represents  only  a 
5th  report  for  Arizona.  The  Northern  Parula 
that  wintered  along  the  Salt  R.  in  sw. 
Phoenix  was  last  reported  15  Mar  (m.  ob.). 
Other  Northern  Parula  reports  from  the 
spring  included  one  male  at  Tucson  4-6  Apr 
(MMS  et  al.),  another  male  s.  of  Wickenburg 
6 Apr  (M.  Rupp),  and  one  at  Rose  Creek 
Golf  Course  s.  of  Young  25  May  (T.  Price).  A 


Yellow  Warbler  reported  at  Tucson  28  Feb 
(PS)  was  extremely  early  and  may  have  win- 
tered locally  along  the  S.C.R.  Also  early  was 
a Hermit  Warbler  near  Aspen  Springs,  Yava- 
pai 1 Apr  (B.  Hartl).  A Grace’s  Warbler  in  a 
Scottsdale  yard  18  Apr  0-  Bartley)  and 
another  along  the  Agua  Fria  R.  near  Hwy  74 
26  Apr  (TC)  were  at  unusually  low  eleva- 
tions; Graces  are  seldom  seen  in  the  low- 
lands during  migration.  A singing  male 
Prairie  Warbler  was  reported  from  Madera 
Canyon  21  May  (B.  McKnight,  TPS);  there 
are  still  fewer  than  10  accepted  records  from 
Arizona.  The  Palm  Warbler  that  wintered  at 
Kino  Springs  near  Nogales  was  last  reported 
21  Mar  (ph.  KK). 

The  Black-and-white  Warbler  that  win- 
tered at  the  H.R.R  was  last  seen  22  Mar  (R. 
Witzeman,  S.  Burge).  Another,  a singing 
male,  was  in  South  Fork  of  Cave  Creek 
Canyon  9 May  (jC ).  A Prothonotary  Warbler 
at  Reid  Park,  Tucson  8 Apr  (MPo,  MMS) 
provided  the  earliest  spring  record  for  se. 
Arizona.  Also  casual  in  spring,  a Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  was  in  Madera  Canyon  14-15 
May  (G.  & N.  Gover,  m.  ob.).  A singing  male 
Ovenbird  was  in  Florida  Canyon  18  May 
(WR  et  al.),  while  another  was  located  in 
French  Joe  Canyon  the  same  day  (DSj).  Sin- 
gle Northern  Waterthrushes  were  at  Slaugh- 
ter Ranch  e.  of  Douglas  14  May  (RWe),  Will- 
cox 16  (MMS)  & 18  May  (MMS),  and  along 
the  Agua  Fria  R.  18  May  (TC);  this  species 
has  proven  to  be  a rare  but  regular  migrant 
in  s.  Arizona.  A male  Kentucky  Warbler 
came  to  a birdbath  at  Tolleson  9 May  (BG), 
and  another  singing  male  was  in  Cave  Creek 
Canyon  25  May  (R.  & B.  Colwell,  T.  Olson, 
audiotape  RWe,  RAR);  this  species  is  casual 
to  rare  in  s.  Arizona  in  spring,  especially  in 
the  canyons  of  the  se.  portion  of  the  state.  A 
late  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  was  in  cen.  Tuc- 
son 26  May  (SF).  As  with  Kentucky  Warbler, 
Hooded  Warbler  appears  to  be  a somewhat 
regular  late-spring  visitor  to  s.  Arizona. 
Reports  this  spring  included  one  in  Garden 
Canyon  18  Apr  (MK),  a female  at  Tempe  10 
May  (I'D.  Stuart),  and  a male  in  Madera 
Canyon  27  May  (E.  Post).  Painted  Redstarts 
appeared  widespread  as  migrants  in  the  low- 
lands, with  no  fewer  than  9 individuals 
reported  18  Mar-9  Apr  (m.  ob.).  The  now- 
famous  pair  of  Rufous-capped  Warblers 
remained  in  French  Joe  Canyon  throughout 
the  spring  and  once  again  showed  signs  of 
attempting  breeding. 

A male  Flame-colored  Tanager  appeared 
10  Apr  at  the  exact  location  in  Miller  Canyon 
where  one  spent  the  summer  of  2002  (J. 
Woodley,  TW.  Bouseman,  m.  ob.);  it  was 
present  throughout  the  period.  In  addition  to 
the  ad.  male,  as  many  as  2 other  tanagers 
showing  characters  of  hybridization  with 
Western  Tanager  were  present  2-17  May 
(SW  et  al.).  A female  Flame-colored  Tanager 


was  well  described  from  Ramsey  Canyon  16 
Apr  (TM.  Pretti).  Another  male  Flame-col- 
ored was  located  in  Madera  Canyon  2 May+ 
(M.  Zloba;  ph.  RF,  BF;  nr.  ob.)  and  was  joined 
by  an  apparent  pure  female  18  May+  (SB,  m. 
ob.).  The  pair  was  seen  gathering  nesting 
material  23  May  (B.  Pollock).  There  have 
been  fewer  than  10  accepted  records  from 
Arizona,  and  only  three  previous  nesting 
pairs  involving  pure  birds. 

Arizona’s  2nd  Eastern  Towhee,  located  at 
a Flagstaff  feeder  in  Dec,  remained  until  24 
Apr  (ph.  JC).  Several  of  the  Fox  Sparrows 
mentioned  in  the  winter  report  lingered  into 
at  least  Mar.  Additional  reports  of  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrows  from  the  spring  included  one  at 
Kitt  Peak  8 Mar  (F  Fekel),  one  at  the  Desert 
Museum  near  Tucson  6 Apr  (W.  Anderson), 
and  one  along  the  Blue  R.,  Greenlee  6 Apr 
(DR).  In  addition  to  the  many  White- 
throated  Sparrows  found  during  the  winter, 
at  least  7 more  were  found  during  the  spring 
statewide.  The  Harris’s  Sparrow  found  at 
Marana  during  the  winter  remained  until  15 
Mar  (ph.  KK).  No  fewer  than  23  different 
White-crowned  Sparrows,  presumably  all 
oriantha,  were  found  in  se.  Arizona  after  22 
May,  with  the  latest  reported  at  Portal  14  Jun 
(m.  ob.).  Five  Golden-crowned  Sparrows, 
typically  casual  in  spring,  were  also  reported 
in  s.  Arizona  during  the  spring.  At  least  11 
different  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
reported  this  spring;  this  species  has  become 
almost  uncommon  as  a spring  visitor  in 
recent  years.  A female  Dickcissel  was  in  a 
Portal  yard  19  May  (tRWe). 

An  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  along 
the  upper  S.RR.  7 May  (TRJ,  JJ).  A male  Pur- 
ple Finch  was  first  seen  at  Patagonia  15  Mar 
(tS.  Atkinson)  and  was  later  present  with  a 
female  21-27  Mar  (ph.  DSj);  this  species  is 
casual  anywhere  in  Arizona  during  spring. 
An  American  Goldfinch  at  Portal  25  May 
(RWe)  was  late. 
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Some  combination  of  El  Nino-related 
conditions  and  their  subsequent  impact 
on  the  Aleutian  Low  in  the  Bering 
Sea/North  Pacific  interface  produced  a rela- 
tively storm-free  spring  season  across  Alaska. 
High  pressure  and  a weak  snowmelt  domi- 
nated the  Region  in  early  spring.  A few  anti- 
cyclones did  track  northwest  across  the  west- 
ern Aleutians  and  into  the  northern  Bering 
Sea  in  the  second  half  of  May.  The  already 
mild  weather  patterns  from  preceding  winter 
months  simply  continued  into  May. 

With  few  exceptions,  essentially  all  north- 
bound migrant  forms  were  at  or  near  their 
earliest  local  arrival  dates.  Due  to  the  lack  of 
large  storms,  shorebird  concentrations  never 
developed.  This  season’s  Asiatic  element 
came  almost  exclusively  from  the  Bering 
Sea,  the  Pribilofs  and  Gambell,  as  no  one 
was  in  the  field  in  the  Aleutians  until  the  end 
of  the  period.  Even  without  an  Aleutian 
report  and  with  mild  conditions,  and  per- 
haps because  of  excellent  coverage  and 
timely  visits  to  hard-to-reach  locales  (Bering 
Sea  pack-ice  edge,  Annette  Island,  pre-bird 
tour  dates  at  Gambell),  spring  2003  was 
exceptional,  with  plenty  of  overshoots,  early 
date  highlights,  and  above-average  numbers 
of  rarer  species.  Unfortunately,  as  has  been 
the  case  for  years,  documentation  and  timely 
reports  of  rarer  species  is  inconsistent — I 
receive  too  many  second-hand  reports,  or 
simple  lists,  with  little  or  weak  follow-up 
substantiation.  Although  such  information 
is  deposited  in  the  University  of  Alaska 
Museum,  it  will  not  be  published  herein 
without  documentation. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Alaska  Bird  Observa- 
tory); North  Gulf  (North  Gulf  of  Alaska); 
P.W.S.  (Prince  William  Sound);  S.E.  (South- 
east Alaska);  U.C.I.  (Upper  Cook  Inlet). 
Referenced  details  (t),  specimens  (*),  pho- 
tographs (ph.),  digital  photographs  (dph.), 
and  videotape  (vt.)  are  on  file  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alaska  Museum.  Italicized  place 
names  denote  especially  unusual  locations 
for  the  noted  species. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Arctic  Loon  numbers  were  down  in  the  N. 
Bering  Sea,  with  mainly  sporadic  singles 
found  at  Gambell  from  late  May.  Better 
access  and  exploration  of  outer  coast  sec- 
tions in  S.E.  produced  a good  concentration 
of  222  northbound  Pacific  Loons  off 
Ketchikan  in  Vallenar  Bay  10  May  (AWP). 
The  seasons  only  Pied-billed  Grebe  sighting 
was  of  a pair  in  breeding  habitat  on  Annette 
I.  14  May  (AWP,  SCH,  TG),  where  a pair  has 
nested  previously.  A large  flock  of  635  West- 
ern Grebes  was  concentrated  at  the  entrance 
to  Carroll  Inlet  near  Ketchikan  11  Apr,  a 
new  high  maximum  for  the  Ketchikan  area. 

Macintosh’s  late  Mar  Bering  Sea  ice  cruise 
produced  the  usual  interesting  reports  from 


that  ephemeral  ecotone,  including  at  least  2 
Laysan  Albatrosses  24-27  Mar,  both  se.  and 
nw.  of  St.  Paul  1.  Following  the  winter  report 
from  Ketchikan,  Brown  Pelican  has  been 
added  to  the  Alaska  List.  At  least  2 Brown 
Pelicans  reached  the  s.  end  of  the  Region, 
with  an  imm.  photographed  in  Clarence 
Strait  23  May  (dph.  KT ,/ide  SCH)  and  an  ad. 
documented  n.  of  Ketchikan  24-28  May  (t, 
ph.  SCH).  Still  less  than  annua!  in  the 
Region,  an  American  Bittern  was  described 
from  Juneau  18  Apr  (RJG),  record  early  by 
nearly  a month  and  the  Regions  first  in  sev- 
eral years.  Also  sporadic,  and  then  mainly  in 
the  S.E.,  a Great  Egret  was  at  Juneau  7-11 
May  (GB  et  al.),  the  Region’s  13th  and  the 
5th  for  Juneau. 

Waterfowl  highlights  were  few.  A season- 
high  13+  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  at  Kodiak 
12  Apr  (RAM),  a local  new  high  count.  Very 
early  and  widespread  Blue-winged  Teal  were 
noted  in  S.E.,  with  the  earliest  a single  at 
Juneau  14  Apr  (DM);  offshore  finds  were  at 
Sitka,  one  on  26  Apr  (MLW,  MET)  and  4 at 
Annette  I.  30  Apr  (AWP,  SCH).  Two  single 
Cinnamon  Teal  were  at  Juneau  2 & 17  May 
(PS,  GW),  and  another  was  at  Kodiak  24 
May,  where  accidental  (SS,  ph.  RAM).  A 
female  Redhead  was  a local  first  among  19 
Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Annette  I.  30  Apr 
(AWP,  SCH);  2 Ring-neckeds  that  likely  win- 
tered were  at  Dutch  Harbor  6 Apr  (RAM). 
Extralimital  Tufted  Ducks  were  at  Dutch 
Harbor  22  Mar  (ph.  RAM)  and  Kodiak  20 
Apr  (ph.  RAM).  A winter  group  of  7 Lesser 
Scaup  22  Mar-6  Apr  was  also  rare  at  Dutch 
Harbor,  where  they  were  discovered  in  win- 
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ter  (RAM).  Casual  from  S.E.,  a drake 
Steller’s  Eider  near  Ketchikan  was  the  2nd 
record  there  10-15  May  (ph.  AWP). 

Two  Northern  Goshawks  in  riparian 
woods  along  the  Pilgram  R.  e.  of  Nome  30 
May  were  likely  the  pair  found  at  an  active 
nest  at  Pilgram  Hot  Springs  1 Jun  (DH, 
V.E.N.T.).  Goshawks  are  casual  beyond  the 
taiga  at  the  base  of  the  Seward  Pen.,  where 
there  are  few  documented  nests.  The  tradi- 
tional mid-Apr  Sheep  Mt.  hawkwatch, 
where  mountains  squeeze  southbound  rap- 
tors out  of  the  Interior,  produced  an  inter- 
esting mix  of  Red-tailed  Hawk  phases, 
including  75  “classic”  harlani,  4+  rare  light- 
morph  harlani,  10  standard  calurus,  and 
another  6+  various  rufous-morph  calurus 
(RD);  most  nesting  birds  s.  of  here  are  har- 
lani. Juneau-area  birders  documented  a 
krideri  Red-tailed  there  18  Apr  (GW),  a 2nd 
local  record. 

STILT  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

What  was  certainly  one  of  the  Regions  slow- 
est shorebird  spring  migrations  ever  was 
nevertheless  ushered  in  with  a bang  by 
Alaska’s  2nd  Black-winged  Stilt,  which 
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appeared  at  St.  George  1.  in  the  Pribilofs  15 
May  (CE,  *U.S.EW.S.).  This  follows  20 
years  after  the  first  late-May  find  from  the  W. 
Aleutians.  Otherwise  the  few  shorebird 
standouts  came  mostly  from  the  Bering  Sea 
shore  and  included:  early  and  easterly 
Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
making  landfall  at  Gus- 
tavus,  with  3 on  2 May 
(ND,  PV),  and  farther  south 
at  Annette  I.,  a single  there 
14  May  (AWP,  SCH,  TG); 
up  to  3 Mongolian  Plovers 
in  the  Gambell  middens 
21-29  May  (BB,  VE.N.T., 

WINGS);  single  Common 
Greenshanks  at  St.  Paul  1. 

20-22  May  (ST.  PAUL)  and 
Gambell  2 Jun  (WINGS), 
where  both  are  irregular;  a 
fair  spread  of  Common 
Sandpipers  from  the  Bering 
Sea,  with  at  least  2+  at 
Gambell  25  May-6  Jun  (BB, 

V.E.N.T.,  WINGS)  and 
another  s.  at  St.  Paul  I.  27 
May  (ST.  PAUL);  an  obvi- 
ous successfully  wintering 
Spotted  Sandpiper  in 
Juneau  2-5  Mar  (BA,  DM, 

RJG),  perhaps  the  Regions 
first  “true”  winter  record;  2 different  Great 
Knots  from  their  most  consistent  sites,  at 
Gambell  30  May  (WILDERNESS,  WINGS, 
dph.  GHR)  and  Safety  Lagoon  out  of  Nome 
30-31  May  (fide  V.E.N.T.,  DWS);  and  a Ruff, 
casual  in  S.E.,  at  Annette  1.14  May  (ph.  AWP, 
ph.  SCH,  TG).  The  seasons  only  Wil- 
son’s Phalarope  reached  Juneau  21  May 
(RJG),  within  the  same  time  frame  as 
virtually  all  of  S.E.’s  records.  Certainly 
a big  percentage  of  Alaska’s  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  concentrated  near  Clarence 
Straight  between  Annette  I.  and 
Ketchikan  30  Apr,  where  the  Ketchikan 
crew  cautiously  estimated  35,000  from 
the  ferry  (SCH,  AWP).  This  is  one  of 
the  Region’s  largest  ever  spring  tallies. 

It  was  a stretch  to  glean  significant 
gull  records  from  this  spring’s  reports. 

An  imm.  hamtschatschensis  Mew  Gull 
was  described  from  the  Gambell  sea- 
watch  31  May  (WINGS),  one  of  few  for 
St.  Lawrence  I.  for  any  season.  Heinl 
gave  a nice  accounting  of  California 
Gull’s  spring  entrance  to  the  Region. 
Considered  typical  was  a single  21  Mar 
arrival  at  Ketchikan,  followed  by  small 
groups  thereafter.  Less  understood  is  Cali- 
fornia’s distribution  offshore,  so  a group  of 
80+  ads.  off  Prince  of  Wales  1.  2 May  and 
another  16  to  the  n.  in  Kashevarof  Passage  4 
May  were  more  interesting  and  indicative  of 
the  northerly  flow.  None  were  noted  n.  of 
there  in  the  next  few  days  (SCH).  Macin- 


tosh substantiated  at  least  3 Thayer’s  Gulls  in 
the  Dutch  Harbor  area  6-7  Apr  (t,  ph.  RAM), 
where  they  are  casual  and  may  have  win- 
tered. Although  reasonably  well  docu- 
mented as  an  icepack-edge  winter  visitor,  it’s 
always  exciting  to  get  Ivory  Gull  reports 


After  several  unsubstantiated  reports  of  the  species  in  Alaska  in  2002,  two  Brown  Pelicans  reached  the  northernmost  U.  S. 
state  this  spring,  with  this  adult  documented  north  of  Ketchikan  24-28  May  (here  25  May)  2003.  Photograph  by  Steve  Heinl. 


from  the  s.  limits  of  sea  ice.  At  least  4 were 
found  at  the  ice  limits  some  93  km  n.  of  St. 
Paul  25  Mar  (RAM).  This  season’s  earliest 
Caspian  Tern,  and  a new  early  record  for  the 
Ketchikan  area,  was  a single  offshore  at 
Annette  I.  30  Apr  (AWP,  SCH).  No  others 


This  Mongolian  Plover  (also  known  as  Lesser  Sand  Plover)  was  one  of  three 
present  at  Gambell  27-29  May  2003.  Photograph  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 

flwere  reported. 

Eleven  Dovekies  on  the  cliffs  at  Gambell 
29  May  was  one  of  that  colony’s  biggest 
counts  (LC)  of  this  rare  and  very  local 
Bering  Sea  breeder.  The  season’s  best  Mar- 
bled Murrelet  pre-nesting  staging  concentra- 
tion was  a tally  of  1500  n.  of  Juneau  2 Mar 
(GW).  There  are  still  few  such  inshore 


counts  submitted  for  these  pre-breeding 
aggregations  from  the  south. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

After  a decade  of  occasional  spring  reports, 
another  Mourning  Dove  appeared  this  sea- 
son, at  Ketchikan  25-30 
Apr  (JFK),  a local  2nd  in 
spring.  The  bulk  of  the 
Region’s  records  come  in 
fall.  Of  the  few  Barred  Owl 
reports  from  s.  S.E.,  a sin- 
gle calling  bird  offshore  at 
Annette  I.  30  Apr  (AWP, 
SCH)  was  most  unusual 
and  an  island  first.  Per- 
haps 2 Northern  Pygmy- 
Owls  were  calling  in  the 
Juneau  area  2-21  Mar 
(GW)  but  not  thereafter, 
and  these  were  probably 
migrants  or  wintering 
birds.  Given  the  mild  con- 
ditions, it  was  not  surpris- 
ing that  the  21  Mar  Rufous 
Hummingbird  arrival  date 
from  Ketchikan  probably 
set  a new  record  for  the 
Region  (AP).  Very  near 
the  early  end  of  the 
Region’s  arrival  dates  were 
at  least  3 singing  Cassin’s  Vireos  in  the 
Juneau  area  27-30  May,  where  this  species 
has  been  annual  for  the  past  few  years.  Early 
coverage  at  Gambell  was  surprisingly  pro- 
ductive: at  least  one  Horned  Lark  was  in  the 
middens  4-8  May  (BB),  the  earliest  possibly 
by  a month  and  one  of  the  very  few 
spring  St.  Lawrence  3.  reports.  Most 
spring  arrivals  barely  reach  the  n.  half 
of  the  Region  by  early  May. 

Remarkable  as  the  Bering  Sea’s  5 th 
record  was  a mottled  female  Purple 
Martin  at  St.  Paul  I.  5 Jun  (VE.N.T.,  ST. 
PAUL,  tDL),  one  of  few  in  the  Region 
over  the  last  20  years,  of  this  casual 
late-spring  overshoot.  Three  different 
male  Siberian  Rubythroats  excited  the 
Gambell  bird  tours  28  May-5  Jun+ 
(WINGS,  dph.  GHR,  V.E.N.T., 
WILDERNESS),  where  typically  sin- 
gles have  been  sporadic  since  the  early 
1980s,  when  this  skulker  came  to  be 
known  as  an  annual  component  of  the 
W.  Aleutian  Asian  spring  avifauna.  An 
imm.  Stonechat  surfaced  briefly  on  the 
Gambell  hillside  31  May  (KR,  fide 
WINGS,  dph.  GHR)  and  was  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  an  alternate-plumaged  male  3 Jun 
(WINGS).  These  represent  St.  Lawrence  I.’s 
4th  and  5th  spring  records  for  this  acciden- 
tal migrant,  which  has  reached  Alaska’s 
periphery  only  seven  times  previously.  The 
Ketchikan  area’s  first  Mountain  Bluebird, 
considered  long  overdue,  was  a female  in 
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subalpine  habitat  near  the  White  R.  valley  13 
Apr  (ph.  AWP).  The  S.E.  peak  otherwise 
reached  an  average  5 at  the  productive  Pt. 
Bridget  n.  of  Juneau  14  Apr  (PS).  The  same 
Pt.  Bridget  site  produced  an  amazing 
group  of  9 Townsends  Solitaires  25 
Apr  (PS),  when  singles,  especially  in 
S.E.,  are  typically  noted  in  passage. 
Eyebrowed  Thrushes  made  perhaps 
their  strongest  ever  push  into  the 
Bering  Sea,  where  they  are  casual 
away  from  the  W.  Aleutians,  arriving 
after  a storm  surge  from  the  w.,  with  a 
male  reported  from  Gambell  22  May 
(BB)  the  first,  followed  by  2 at  St. 

Paul  I.  24  May  (ST.  PAUL).  Subse- 
quent searches  produced  another  4+ 
at  Gambell,  2 each  on  26-29  May  and 
31  May-5  Jun  (LC,  WINGS,  dph. 

GHR,  V.E.N.T.),  and  a peak  of  9 from 
St.  Paul  I.  sites  26  May  (ST.  PAUL). 

Dusky  Thrush  made  a first-ever 
appearance  to  St.  Paul  I.  with  the 
same  late  May  storm  24  May  (ST. 
PAUL),  where  locals  also  submitted  a 
report  of  a nominate-form  Dusky  Thrush 
(known  as  Naumann’s  Thrush  in  Eurasia) 
present  the  following  two  days  (ST.  PAUL, 
tDL).  Surprising  early  and  extralimital  Var- 
ied Thrushes  reached  peripheral  sites  this 
spring,  at  Gambell , where  up  to  3 looked 
uncomfortable  1-4  May  (BB),  and  on  the 
North  Slope  near  Prudhoe  Bay  5 May  OH). 
Another  2 Varieds  found  Gambell  27-31 
May  and  2 Jun  (HIGH  LONE- 
SOME, WINGS).  Rounding  out 
Gambell’s  spring  highlights 
were  2 Olive-backed  Pipits  in 
the  middens  4-5  Jun  (WINGS, 
dph.  GHR).  Another  single  was 
submitted  from  St.  Paul  I.  30-31 
May  (ST.  PAUL,  tDL).  Olive- 
backeds  remain  casual  in  the 
Bering  Sea  away  from  the  W. 

Aleutians,  with  most  records 
from  late  spring. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FRINGILLIDS 

Warblers  made  their  typical 
understated  entry  into  the 
Region  this  spring,  with  the 
only  notable  reports  being  of 
male  Yellow-rumpeds  offshore  s 
in  the  Bering  Sea  at  St.  Paul  I.  19 
May  (ST.  PAUL)  and  Gambell  5 
Jun  (HIGH  LONESOME);  the 
species  is  casual  in  spring  here. 

Juneau’s  winter  season  Spotted 
Towhee  remained  at  its  favorite  feeder  until 
10  Apr  (PS),  when  it  sang  for  the  first  time 
and  immediately  departed.  An  overshoot- 
ing, early  Fox  Sparrow  ventured  offshore  to 
Gambell  1 May  (BB),  where  there  are  few 
prior  spring  records,  and  where  at  least  three 


races  have  been  detected  historically,  mostly 
in  fall.  A lone  Rustic  Bunting,  the  season’s 
sole  report,  was  submitted  from  St.  Paul  1.31 
May  (ST.  PAUL).  With  unusually  early  cov- 


erage at  Gambell,  from  late  Apr  on,  came  a 
decent  summary  of  the  McKay’s  Bunting 
“movement,”  probably  from  St.  Lawrence  I. 
winter  sites.  The  spring  peak  reached  25 
birds  in  small  groups  there  30  Apr  (BB), 
nearly  a month  in  advance  of  the  bird  tours’ 
dates,  which  usually  produce  a few  singles  at 
best  in  most  years.  Ketchikan’s  wintering 
Western  Meadowlark  departed  that  site  by 


27  Apr  (SCH).  The  Region’s  earliest-ever 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird — by  nearly  a 
month — came  to  a Ketchikan  feeder  1-7 
May  (JFK-  AWP,  ph.  SCH),  that  area’s  first 
record.  There  are  at  least  four  previous  S.E. 
records  from  the  Jun — Aug  period.  Bram- 


blings  made  perhaps  their  best  showing  into 
the  Bering  Sea  with  the  same  storm  noted 
earlier.  Three  together  at  crab-pot  stacks  at 
St.  Paul  I.  were  first  arrivals  24  May  (ST. 
PAUL),  whereafter  peak  counts 
reached  an  unprecedented  36  at  St. 
Paul  27  May  (ST.  PAUL)  and  8 from 
farther  n.  at  Gambell  3 Jun  (WINGS, 
dph.  GHR  et  al.). 

Imm.  Red  Crossbills  were  noted 
near  record-early  for  Kodiak  I.  on  20 
Mar  (SB),  while  the  late-winter  surge 
of  Reds  continued  into  S.C.,  with 
regular  Anchorage  observations 
noted  after  late  Apr  (m.  ob.).  Pine 
Siskins  appeared  to  be  joined,  as  a 
secondary  irruptive  component, 
with  the  above  Red  Crossbills,  so  it 
was  not  unusual  to  have  singles  out 
into  the  Bering  Sea,  at  St.  Paul  I.  29 
May  (ST.  PAUL)  and  Gambell  3 Jun 
(WINGS  et  al.).  Hawfinches 
reached  St.  Paul  I.  late  in  the  season, 
with  a single  26  May  followed  by  at 
least  5 around  the  village  on  the 
29th,  and  3 still  in  the  area  to  31  May  (ST. 
PAUL). 
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Schwan,  S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  J 
Sinclair,  D.  W.  Sonneborn,  ST. 
PAUL  TOURS  (G.  Bieber,  D. 
Lovitch  et  al),  S.  Studebaker, 
P.  Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  M. 

E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  K.  Turley, 
P.  Vanselow,  G.  Van  Vliet, 

V.E.N.T.  (K.  Zimmer,  D.  Wolf  et  al.),  M.  L. 
Ward,  R.  WILDERNESS  BIRDING  TOURS 
(J.  Huntington,  R.  Dittrick  et  al.),  Winckler, 
WINGS  (J.  L.  Dunn,  G.  H.  Rosenberg,  P.  Holt 
et  al.),  M.  A.  Wood,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmer- 
man. © 


An  Eyebrowed  Thrush  photographed  at  Gambell,  Alaska  30  May  2003  was  one 
of  at  least  four  found  there  this  spring.  Photograph  by  Cary  H.  Rosenberg. 


At  least  one  Common  Sandpiper  was  present  each  day  27  May  (here,  at  the  "boatyard")  through  6 June  2003 
at  Gambell,  Alaska,  where  birding  tour  participants  saw  them  well  again  this  spring.  Photograph  by  Luke  Cole. 
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Donald  G.  Cecile 

7995  Wilson-Jackson  Road 
Vernon,  British  Columbia  V1B3N5 
(dcecile@sd22.bc.ca) 


Everyone  was  prepared  for  the  worst  as 
the  same  weather  pattern  that  produced 
the  icy  spring  of  2002  developed  yet 
again  in  early  March.  But  the  cold  snap  was 
relatively  short-lived  and  had  abated  by  the 
start  of  April.  By  the  last  third  of  that  month, 
the  Yukon  saw  temperatures  soar  into  the  20s 
Celsius  for  10  days,  an  extraordinary  heat 
wave  coupled  with  its  driest  spring  in  nearly 
50  years.  The  last  snowstorm  of  the  spring 
occurred  after  this  warm  spell  ended,  with  up 
to  15  cm  falling  across  the  Yukon  and  northern 


British  Columbia  1-5  May. 

The  weather  on  Vancouver  Island  was 
colder  than  average,  which  delayed  the  peak 
migration  by  one  to  two  weeks,  with  many 
areas  receiving  frost  in  May.  Very  few  storms 
of  any  kind  moved  inland,  leading  to  rather 
dry  weather  throughout  but  especially  over 
southern  sections.  Shorebirds  were  notably 
absent  in  the  interior,  while  the  lower  main- 
land had  a remarkable  string  of  rarities. 

Abbreviations:  P.G.  (Prince  George,  BC); 
P.G.N.C.  (P.G.  Naturalists  Club);  P.R.N.P. 
(Pacific  Rim  National  Park,  Vancouver 
Island);  Q.C.I.  (Queen  Charlotte  Islands); 
R.PB.O.  (Rocky  Point  Bird  Observatory,  Vic- 
toria); Whse.  (Whitehorse,  Yukon). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Ice-out  on  Stuart  L.,  Fort  St.  James  was  the 
earliest  ever,  accommodating  the  first  arriv- 
ing Common  Loon  23  Apr  (RR).  Horned 
Grebes  were  numerous,  with  137  on 
Schwatka  L.,  Whse.  5 May  (JJ).  An  early- 
arriving  Eared  Grebe  was  on  Tabor  L.,  PG.  8 
May  (SK,  LL).  Western  Grebes  have  declined 
in  the  province  due  to  fluctuating  water  lev- 
els at  traditional  nesting  areas  combined  with 
disturbance  from  human  development.  A 
once-abundant  staging  area  off  the  e.  coast  of 
Vancouver  I.  produced  only  a single  grebe 
during  the  Brant  Festival  Big  Day  5 Apr  ( fide 
GLM);  on  the  other  hand,  two  staging  areas 
for  birds  moving  to  the  prairies  had  healthy 
numbers:  500-1000  on  Stuart  L.  3 May  (RR) 
and  5000  on  Okanagan  L.  6 Apr  (CC).  A sin- 
gle Western  Grebe,  very  rare  in  the  Peace  R. 
area,  was  at  the  Dawson  Creek  S.T.P  6 May, 
where  it  joined  a migrant  flock  of  108  Red- 
necked Grebes  (MP).  A Clark’s  Grebe  was  in 
Salmon  Arm  3 May  (DGC). 

Great  Egrets,  rare  in  the  interior,  included 
singles  in  Kelowna  7-24  May  (CJ  et  al.)  and 
Creston  15  May  (MAB).  North  of  RG.,  a pair 
of  Snow  Geese  was  grounded  by  a snow 
storm  at  Summit  L.  4 May  (MC  et  al.).  With 
a continental  increase  in  numbers,  Ross’s 
Geese  have  occurred  more  regularly  in  the 
province,  and  although  there  were  numerous 
sightings  this  spring,  few  received  attention: 
2 in  Courtenay  7 May+  (GLM  et  al.)  and  a 


single  near  Cranbrook  13  May  (m.  ob.).  An 
unusually  large  flock  of  500  Brant  was  at 
Swan  L.  near  Whse.  31  May  (BD,  HG).  Very 
rare  in  spring,  especially  this  late,  3 Tundra 
Swans  were  in  Parksville  5 Apr  (DAld  et  al.). 
An  ad.  Whooper  Swan,  a Yukon  first,  was  at 
M’Clintock  Bay  11  Apr  (JJ  et  al.)  and  was  fly- 
ing past  Whse.  12  Apr  (JJ). 

A pair  of  Wood  Ducks  on  Swan  L.  fur- 
nished the  2nd  record  for  the  s.  Peace  R.  area 
2 May  (MC).  Rare  in  the  province,  a second- 
year  male  King  Eider  was  at  Deep  Bay  6-20 
May  (DW,  GLM  et  al.).  An  ad.  White-tailed 
Kite  thrilled  observers  in  Burnaby  14-18  Apr 
(IO  et  al.),  was  then  in  Pitt  Meadows  18-21 
Apr  (BMN,  ph.  WA  et  al),  and  possibly  the 
same  bird  was  in  Chilliwack  29  Apr  (JO). 
Surprisingly  few  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
reported  this  spring,  with  singles  6 May  at 
Gavin  L.  (CK),  a first  for  the  Cariboo;  11  May 
over  P.G.  (MAi,  DAi);  23  May  over  Oliver 
(LD);  and  15  May  near  Groundbirch  (MP).  A 
Swainsons  Hawk  and  a Peregrine  Falcon 
were  at  Ear  L.  5 May  (JJ),  and  an  ad.  anatum 
Peregrine  was  at  Lewes  Marsh  12  May  (CE). 
A Prairie  Falcon  flew  over  R.PB.O.  12  Apr 
(DA),  a first  local  record. 

Dawson  Creek  had  thousands  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  passing  over  the  last  week  of  Apr 
(MP),  where  they  are  otherwise  uncommon. 
A male  Pacific  Golden-Plover  at  M’Clintock 
Bay,  Marsh  L.  17  May  (CE,  PS)  provided  the 
only  report  for  the  territory.  A male  Snowy 
Plover  at  Roberts  Bank  29-30  Apr  (JI  et  al.) 
furnished  the  11th  record  for  the  province 
and  the  first  in  seven  years.  Black-necked 
Stilts  were  less  numerous  this  spring,  with 
only  13  reported  and  no  sign  of  them  at 
T’Kumlups  Marsh,  where  they  nested  last 
year.  American  Avocet  numbers  were  down 
this  spring  as  well,  and  further  breeding  at 
the  Alki  L.  colony  in  Kelowna  seems  doubt- 
ful, although  this  may  encourage  more  wan- 
dering, such  as  the  3 at  Williams  L.  7 May 
(PR,  SH). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  were  especially  numer- 
ous on  the  outer  coast,  with  76  around 
Tofino  20  Apr  (AD).  A Willet  was  at  Separa- 
tion L.  25-27  May  (RH,  MHa),  for  a 3rd 
Kamloops  area  record.  The  Wandering  Tat- 
tler that  overwintered  at  Ogden  Pt.,  Victoria 
remained  through  the  period  (m.  ob.).  Long- 
billed Curlews  have  shown  an  increase  in 
recent  years  in  the  cen.  interior,  with  at  least 
27  individuals  tallied  (fide  JB);  one  wayward 
individual  was  discovered  in  Comox  12-20 
Apr  (HP,  NH).  Very  rare  anywhere  in  the 
province  away  from  the  Peace  R.  area,  an 
alternate-plumaged  male  Hudsonian  Godwit 
was  at  Reifel  22  May+  (JI).  Rare  in  the  inte- 
rior, a Marbled  Godwit  was  at  Duck  L.,  Cre- 
ston 29  Apr  (LVD).  An  alternate-plumaged 
Red-necked  Stint  at  Boundary  Bay  15  May 
furnished  a 2nd  spring  record  and  the  11th 
provincial  record  (RTo,  tJO).  The  Okana- 
gan’s first  Mar  record  of  Dunlin  involved  3 
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birds  at  Head  of  the  Lake  23-30  Mar  (DGC 
et  al.). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WAGTAILS 

A northbound  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  at  Pine  L. 
near  Haines  Jet.  10  May  (MH).  An  odd  sec- 
ond-basic Mew  Gull  that  appeared  to  be  of 
the  kamtschatschensis  race  was  at  Vernons 
Head  of  the  L.  29  Mar  (ph.  tDGC,  CS).  Very 
rare  in  the  Yukon,  single 
ad.  Ring-billed  Gulls  were 
at  Quartz  Road  marsh  30 
Apr  (JJ)  and  Marsh  Lake 
Marina  27  May  (JIB  YBC). 

An  incursion  of  Glaucous- 
winged Gulls  involved  at 
least  15  birds  of  various 
ages  around  Whse.  (CE,  JJ) 
and  2 at  Bennett  L.  4 May 
(CE). 

Burrowing  Owls  invaded 
urban  areas  in  the  lower 
mainland:  2 were  at  Zeller’s 
in  Maple  Ridge  11  Mar-3 
Apr  (m.  ob.);  one  was  at 
another  shopping  mall  in 
Abbotsford  4 Apr  (m.  ob.); 
and  another  was  in  Chilli- 
wack 22  Mar-5  Apr  (ph. 

DC1).  Roadside  owl  sur- 
veys were  run  widely  this 
spring  in  the  Yukon  with 
32  Boreal  Owls  and  7 Great 
Gray  Owls  tallied  (TMK, 

MOD,  HG).  A female  Anna’s  Hummingbird 
near  Kaleden  12  May  (TH)  visited  a feeder, 
for  the  only  interior  report.  A Calliope  Hum- 
mingbird was  at  Gibson’s,  Sunshine  Coast  6 
May  (ph.  AR),  where  very  rare.  A Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  was  reported  from  Haines 
Jet.  12  Apr  (BL). 

Considering  Victoria’s  2001-2002  over- 
wintering Pacific-slope  Flycatcher,  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  individual  found  in  Chilliwack  3 
Mar  (JO)  was  doing  just  that,  otherwise  the 
bird  was  well  over  two  months  early.  Very 
rare  on  the  coast,  a Say’s  Phoebe  was  in 
Parksville  1 Apr  (GLM).  Very  rare  in  most  of 
the  W.  Kootenays,  a Black-billed  Magpie  was 
at  Johnson’s  Landing  3 Apr  (GS).  The  Okana- 
gan’s first  Mar  record  of  Cliff  Swallow 
involved  a single  bird  at  Vernon’s  Head  of  the 
L.  30  Mar  (DGC),  and  at  this  same  location 
an  imm.  Barn  Swallow  was  exceptionally 
early  29  Mar  (CS,  DGC) — undoubtedly  one 
of  the  holdovers  of  the  winter  coastal  inva- 
sion. The  Rock  Wren  discovered  in  late  win- 
ter at  the  French  Creek  Marina,  Qualicum 
Beach  remained  to  4 Mar  (GLM  et  al.). 

A Mountain  Bluebird  wandered  as  far  w.  as 
it  could  to  Long  Beach  12  Apr  (BCa).  A Veery 
was  a very  rare  find  at  Reifel  22  May  (RTo ,JO, 
tjl).  This  season’s  only  Northern  Mocking- 
bird was  in  Oliver  25  May  (RJC,  RC,  MH). 
The  Sage  Thrasher  hotspot  in  the  Kootenays 


This  adult  White-tailed  Kite  made  the  rounds  of  at 
least  three  communities  in  the  lower  mainland  of 
British  Columbia  14-29  April  2003  (date  unknown 
here  at  Pitt  Meadows).  Photograph  by  Walter  Ammann. 


is  clearly  Duck  L.,  Creston,  where  one  24  Apr 
represented  a 4th  record  since  1990  (MAB); 
at  a more  expected  location  was  one  at  White 
L.  in  the  s.  Okanagan  26  May  (GW  et  al.). 
Observers  had  brief  looks  at  what  appeared  to 
be  a Black-backed  Wagtail  at  Brunswick  Pt., 
Ladner  21  Apr  (RTo,  TGLM);  the  bird  was 
later  relocated  and  identified  al  Iona  1.,  Rich- 
mond 25  Apr  (KiT),  but  unfortunately  the 
photographs  did  not 
turn  out. 

WARBLERS 

THROUGH  FINCHES 

A singing  Tennessee 
Warbler  was  a rare 
sight  24-25  May  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  Park, 
Vancouver  (tPC  et 
al).  The  Region’s  4th 
Northern  Parula  was 
a singing  male  at 
Qualicum  Beach  17 
May  (tGLM),  also  a 
3rd  Vancouver  I. 
record.  Very  rare  was  a 
singing  male  Chest- 
nut-sided  Warbler  in 
Powell  River  28  May 
(DB).  Almost  annual, 
a singing  Hermit  War- 
bler was  in  Burnaby 
Mountain  Park  14 
May  (tDP).  Vancou- 
ver’s 4th  Ovenbird  was  found  singing  at  Cecil 
Green  Park  26  May  (+PC). 

Western  Tanager  numbers  in  the  ceil,  inte- 
rior were  way  down  from  last  year,  when  a 
spring  cold  spell  may  have  had  adverse  affects 
(JB).  Northbound  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  w.  of  their  usual  route,  with  singles  in 
Quesnel  27  May  (AL)  and  at  Johnson’s  Land- 
ing 29  May  (GS).  Again,  Lazuli  Buntings 
made  an  appearance  at  Mt.  Tolmie,  Victoria, 
where  3 males  were  present  26  May  ( fide 
DM);  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  breeding  will 
occur  there  again  this  year. 

Chipping  Sparrows  are  very  rare  on  the  w. 
coast  of  Vancouver  1.;  one  was  in  Ucluelet  6 
May  (BSD.  The  lower  mainland’s  first  record 
of  the  taverneri  race  of  Brewer’s  Sparrow 
(known  as  Timberline  Sparrow)  came  from 
Burnaby  Mountain  Park  25  May  (ph.  DP  et 
al.).  All  five  previous  records  were  of  the 
desert  race  breweri.  A Lark  Sparrow  wandered 
as  far  w.  as  it  could  to  Ucluelet  29  May  at  the 
PR.N.P  lagoons  (BSD-  Black-throated  Spar- 
rows are  casual  vagrants  that  can  turn  up 
almost  anywhere  in  the  s.  half  of  the 
province;  one  such  bird  visited  a feeder  in 
Invermere  1 & 9 May  (tBN),  and  another 
was  on  Triangle  I.  9 May  (LS). 

The  rare  and  elusive  Grasshopper  Sparrow 
made  its  first  appearance  in  the  lower  main- 
land since  1979!  One  was  at  Iona  27-28  May 


(ph.  KL  et  al.).  This  species  can  be  found  in  a 
few  scattered  locations  and  at  very  low  densi- 
ties in  the  Okanagan,  but  it  is  otherwise  rare 
in  the  province.  A Song  Sparrow  was  at  McIn- 
tyre Creek  Wetlands  in  Whse.,  where  rare, 
15-21  May  (JH,  BD,  HG).  Lapland 
Longspurs,  although  a common  migrant 
through  the  Peace  R.  area,  had  an  exceptional 
migration,  with  an  estimated  7080  on  23  Apr 
(ph.  MP);  numbers  peaked  around  6 May 
(MP).  Snow  Buntings  are  rare  in  the  Okana- 
gan; an  unusually  large  flock  of  70  was  seen 
on  the  commonage  near  Vernon  26  Mar 
(CC). 

A flock  of  200  Rusty  Blackbirds  was 
notable  at  Simpson  L.,  se.  Yukon  1 May  (UR). 
A male  Brewer’s  Blackbird  at  the  Whse.  dump 
10-11  May  (CE)  provided  the  first  docu- 
mented record  for  the  area.  Kelowna’s  resi- 
dent Great-tailed  Grackle,  now  present  for 
its  4th  consecutive  year,  was  seen  sporadi- 
cally this  spring.  Bullocks  Orioles  appear  to 
be  increasing  in  abundance  on  cen.  Vancou- 
ver 1.,  with  three  nests  found  in  Nanaimo 
(GLM). 

Rare  in  spring  along  the  s.  coast,  single 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  were  at  Iona  23 
Mar  (MKM)  and  Tsawwassen  Ferry  Jetty  24 
Apr  (RS).  Cassin’s  Finches  are  casual  spring 
migrants  along  the  s.  coast,  with  a female 
seen  in  Pitt  Meadows  4 Apr  (RFi,  JFi).  House 
Finches,  discovered  in  Dec,  successfully  over- 
wintered in  Whse.,  with  sightings  of  3 on  15 
Mar  (BaS,  BoS)  and  2 on  24  Mar  (CE,  HG). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): David  Ainley,  Marika  Ainley,  David  Ald- 
croft,  David  Allinson,  Walter  Ammann,  Marc- 
Andre  Beaucher,  Jack  Bowling  (Prince 
George,  weather  summary),  Doug  Brown, 
Barry  Campbell,  Peter  Candido,  Richard  J. 
Cannings  (S.  Okanagan),  Russell  Cannings, 
Chris  Chariesworth  (Kelowna),  Murray 
Clark,  Dick  Clegg,  Bill  Cutfield,  Gary  S. 
Davidson  (Kootenays),  Boris  Dobrowolsky, 
Adrian  Dorst  (Tofino-Ucluelet),  Linda 
Dupuis,  Cameron  Eckert  (Yukon),  Jamie 
Fenneman,  Jess  Findlay,  Randy  Findlay,  Hel- 
mut Grunberg  (Yukon),  Mike  Hanry,  Jim 
Hawkings,  Nathan  Hentze,  Margaret  Holm, 
Steve  Howard,  Rick  Howie,  Todd  Hunter, 
John  Ireland,  Jukka  Jantunen,  Cathy  Jones, 
Cathy  Koot,  Adrian  Leather,  Brent  Liddle, 
Kevin  Louth,  Martin  K.  McNichol,  Bill 
McNye,  Guy  L.  Monty  (Vancouver  I.),  Ted 
Murphy-Kelly,  Bill  Nicholson,  Mark  O’Don- 
ahue, Istvan  Orosi,  Jim  Osterold,  Dan 
Petersen,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace  R.),  Heather 
Pratt,  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Randy  Rawluk, 
Ulla  Rembc,  Amelie  Rousseau,  Laurie  Savard, 
Chris  Siddle,  Pam  Sinclair,  Brian  Slater,  Gail 
Spider,  Barbara  Studds,  Bob  Studdes,  Richard 
Swanston,  Kiyoshi  Takahashi,  Rick  Toochin 
(Vancouver),  Linda  Van  Damme,  Gwynneth 
Wilson,  Dale  Whitmee.  d 
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4819  Gardner  Avenue 
Everett,  Washington  98203 
(SGMIod@aol.com) 


David  Irons 

1085  West  24th  Street 
Eugene,  Oregon  97405 
(llsdirons@msn.com) 


Bill  Tweit 

P.0.  Box  1271 
Olympia,  Washington  98507 
(Sebnabgill@aol.com) 


This  spring  saw  a goodly  passage  of  our 
usual  species,  but  prior  to  mid-May,  it 
was  dreadful  for  major  vagrants  and 
lesser  vagrants  alike.  There  was  no  influx  of 
drought-driven  avifauna  from  the  Great 
Basin,  no  surge  of  eastside  birds  into  the  west, 
no  Hurry  of  early  migrants  or  spate  of  late-lin- 
gerers.  Consequently,  Regional  birders  had  to 
be  satisfied  by  flocks  of  Dunlin  and  Western 
Tanagers  until  the  rarities  moved  in.  But  the 
last  half  of  May  mostly  redeemed  the  season, 
vagrant-wise,  with  seven  birds  deserving 
boldface,  including  Oregon’s  first  Sedge 
Wren. 

March  was  cool  and  wet,  with  almost  the 
entire  Region  experiencing  greater  than 
130%  normal  precipitation.  April  was  simi- 
larly wet,  but  warmer,  with  most  of  the 
Region  averaging  temperatures  1-3°  F 
above  normal.  May's  temperatures  were 
slightly  above  average,  and  outdoor  activity 
was  further  encouraged  by  a relative 
drought,  with  rainfall  less  than  70%  of  nor- 
mal in  much  of  the  Region. 


Abbreviations:  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reservoir, 


Lane);  Lower  Klamath  (Lower  Klamath 
N.W.R.,  Klamath );  Malheur  (Malheur 
N.W.R.,  Harney );  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay, 
Coos);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor ); 
RN.R  (Point  No  Point,  Kitsap);  Ridgefield 
(Ridgefield  N.W.R.,  Clark);  W.W.R.D.  (Walla 
Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla).  “Eastside”  and 
“westside”  denote  locations  e.  and  w.  of  the 
Cascade  crest,  respectively. 


' 


LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

At  Boiler  Bay,  Lincoln,  Red-throated  Loon 
movement  peaked  at  1000  on  18  Apr,  while 
1300  flew  past  Midway  Beach,  Pacific  3 Apr 
(CW).  Pacific  Loon  migration  at  Boiler  Bay 
topped  out  at  10,000  on  3 May  (PP).  East  of 
the  Cascades,  the  Red-throated  at  Wanapum 
Dam  lingered  to  15  Mar  (BF),  while  the  Yel- 
low-billed Loon  there  remained  into  Jun  (M. 
Bentley);  the  previous  eastside  late-date  was 

17  Apr.  The  only  westside  Yellow-billed  was 
over  Hein  Bank  in  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca 
19  May  (W.  Palsson);  the  Region  had  been 
averaging  about  4 per  spring.  Eight  westside 
Clarks  Grebes,  all  in  Oregon,  were  well 
above  average;  most  were  found  29  Apr — 15 
May. 

There  were  five  pelagic  trips  this  spring: 
off  Newport  1 Mar,  20  May,  and  31  May  and 
off  Westport  26  Apr  and  17  May.  Now 
annual  during  spring,  single  Laysan  Alba- 
trosses were  off  Newport  1 Mar  and  20  May 
(GG).  Two  large  spring  counts  of  Pink- 
footed Shearwater,  365  off  Westport  Apr  26 
and  1081  off  Newport  May  31,  were  accom- 
panied by  the  rare  Flesh-footed  Shearwater 
(GG,  BT).  Over  4000  Sooty  Shearwaters  per 
trip  is  a good  indicator  of  continuing  recov- 
ery for  this  species.  For  the  4th  consecutive 
spring,  Manx  Shearwaters  graced  the 
Region.  Two  off  Newport  1 Mar  set  a 
Regional  early  date  by  more  than  three 
weeks  (GG,  ph.  SS);  another  was  off  New- 
port 20  May,  2 were  at  O.S.  12  May  (tPtS, 
RS),  and  one  was  off  La  Push,  Clallam  10 
May  (tS.  Horton).  An  unidentified 
Manx/Black-vented  Shearwater  was  reported 
from  Boiler  Bay  2 May  (PP).  Numbers  of 
storm-petrels  were  extremely  low,  with  only 
12  Fork-tailed  and  one  Leach’s  recorded. 

Rare  on  the  westside,  American  White 
Pelicans  were  at  FR.R.  for  most  of  May,  with 
a peak  of  9 on  30  May  (DDW);  one  was  also 
at  Yaquina  Bay,  Lincoln  25  May+  (C.  Philo). 
Brown  Pelicans  arrived  early  again  this  year; 
Oregon’s  first  was  at  Brookings,  Cuny  27 
Mar  (K.  Goldwater),  and  Washington’s  first 
was  at  Fort  Canby,  Pacific  17  Apr  (MH).  A 
frigatebird  was  at  the  Sixes  R.  mouth,  Cutry 

18  Mar  (TJW);  there  are  at  least  21  previous 
frigatebird  records  n.  of  California,  mostly 
from  late  jun  to  mid-Sep;  there  are,  however, 
4-5  previous  Oregon  records  of  Magnifi- 
cents  during  Feb  and  Mar  (N.A.B.  52:  413- 
419).  Reports  of  errant  White-faced  Ibis  sub- 
sided this  spring,  likely  due  to  the  lack  of 
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drought  in  North  America’s  interior.  There 
were  only  three  westside  sightings,  one  of 
which,  however,  involved  a record-shatter- 
ing flock  of  120  at  Chinook,  Pacific  30  Apr 
(JG);  this  record,  which  exceeded  the  previ- 
ous w.  Washington  maximum  by  more  than 
50%,  is  all  the  more  remarkable  given  the 
non-irruption.  Other  westside  records 
included  12  at  Yaquina  Bay,  Lincoln  30  Apr 
(fide  HN)  and  7 at  ER.R.  25  May  (J.  Carl- 
son); the  sole  e.  Washington  sighting  was  of 
one  at  Othello,  Adams  30-31  May  (SM). 

An  Emperor  Goose  was  at  Amity,  Yamhill 
17  Mar-12  Apr  (C.  Karlen),  while  the  long- 
staying  bird  at  Port  Angeles,  Clallam 
remained  through  at  least  19  May  (B.  Bell). 
The  3 wintering  Blue  Geese  remained  in 
Snohomish/Skagit  through  27  Mar  (TA,  SM), 
while  single  migrants  were  at  Lower  Kla- 
math 2 Mar  (M.  Rudolph)  and  Astoria,  Clat- 
sop 30  Apr  (L.  Cain);  Blue  Geese  are  rare  in 
se.  Oregon  and  very  rare  elsewhere  in  the 
Region.  The  anatid  of  the  season  was 
undoubtedly  a small  dark  goose  at  Ridge- 
field 28  Mar  that  was  most  likely  a blue- 
rnorph  Snow  x Ross’s  Goose  hybrid  (WC); 
interestingly,  a similar  bird  was  pho- 
tographed at  nearby  Vancouver  L.  during  Jan 
1994  and  Feb  1995  (ph.,  Washington  Birder 
3:  1).  Sightings  of  errant  Ross’s  Geese 
included  seven  records  involving  9 birds  in 
Washington  5 Mar-17  Apr,  3 birds  at  Asto- 
ria, Clatsop  11  Apr  (L.  Cain),  and  a winter- 
ing bird  to  19  Apr  at  ER.R.  (DDW).  A Brant 
at  ER.R.  17  May  was  both  rare  and  late  for 
this  inland  location  (DDW).  The  eastside 
had  another  excellent  spring  for  Eurasian 
Wigeon,  with  19  reported,  the  latest  of 
which  was  one  at  Rock  L.,  Whitman  26  Apr 
(D.  Weber);  the  top  count  was  5 at  Iowa 
Beef,  Walla  Walla  30  Mar  (BL,  NL).  Eight 
Common  Teal  were  recorded,  1 Mar-26  Apr, 
including  a very  rare  eastside  bird  near 
Yakima  8 Apr  (ph.  DG).  Two  Common  x 
Green-winged  Teal  sightings  included  a late 
bird  near  Florence,  Snohomish  10  May  (SM, 
DD).  A most  interesting  drake  duck  near 
Ellensburg,  Kittitas  25  May  was  at  least 
partly  a Tufted  (ph.  SDs);  the  other  parent 
was  most  likely  a Ring-necked  (M.  Ogilvie). 
The  fall  2002-spring  2003  period  failed  to 
produce  a single  pure  Tufted  Duck,  after 
years  of  increasing  records.  A Surf  Scoter, 
not  annual  during  spring  on  the  eastside, 
was  at  Suttle  L.  Jefferson  23  Mar  (CM).  More 
surprisingly,  11  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
reported  e.  of  the  Cascades,  including  7 near 
Vantage,  Kittitas  19  Mar  (DSc)  and  singles  at 
Bridgeport,  Douglas  10  Mar  (BT),  Richland, 
Benton  9-12  Mar  (NL,  BW,  RF),  Potholes 
Res.,  Grant  23  Mar  (GB),  and  Madras,  Jeffer- 
son 23  Mar  (CM);  this  species  is  not  annual 
during  spring  on  the  eastside.  A male  Bar- 
row’s x Common  Goldeneye  was  at 
Deschutes  River  Park,  Sherman  1 Mar  (MD, 


MLD);  this  hybrid  is  very  rarely  reported 
from  the  Region.  Two  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers along  the  Columbia  R.  in  Benton  24 
May  were  among  the  latest  ever  for  the  east- 
side  (BL,  NL). 

Washington  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
records  this  spring  included  one  at  Wood- 
land, Cowlitz  6 Mar  and  19  Apr  (BT,  MD, 
MLD)  and  one  at  Ridgefield  4 Mar  and  20 
Apr  (KK,  TA);  Washington  has  averaged 
about  one  per  spring  during  the  last  five 
years.  A Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Pullman,  Whit- 
man 5 Mar  (D.  Johnson)  is  the  earliest  ever 
for  Washington,  excepting  one  at  Renton, 
King  15  Feb  1920  ( Auk  46:  511).  Not  annual 
on  the  westside,  single  Swainson’s  were  at 
Eugene  2 May  (D.  Arendt)  and  Nisqually 
N.W.R.,  Thurston  15  May  (tJP,  tK.  Brady). 

Soras  at  McNary  N.W.R.,  Walla  Walla  13 
Mar  (A.  & J.  Dittmer)  and  near  Vancouver 
L.,  Clark  4 Mar  (WC)  were  about  three 
weeks  early.  A concentration  of  12,000 
Lesser  Sandhill  Cranes,  approximately  half 
of  the  Pacific  flyway  population,  was  near 
Corfu,  Grant  9 Apr  (RH). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A total  of  285  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Lower 
Klamath  28  Apr  was  exceptional  for  the  east- 
side  (KS).  Golden-plovers  were  found  in 
better-than-average  numbers.  Single  Ameri- 
cans were  near  Florence,  Lane  19  Apr  (HH), 
at  O.S.  26  Apr  (B.  Shelmerdine,  KK),  and  at 
Ocosta,  Grays  Harbor  18  May  (S.  MacKay). 
Eleven  Pacifies  were  found  14  Apr-9  May, 
with  maxima  of  3 near  Brady,  Grays  Harbor 
30  Apr-4  May  (J.  Paulios,  PtS,  RS)  and  3 at 
Baker  Bay,  Pacific  30  Apr  (JG).  A Snowy 
Plover  at  Seattle  25  May  (tM.  Brittnacher) 
provided  the  first  Puget  Trough  record  since 
6 May  1914  ( Auk  32:  459)!  Furthermore,  a 
Snowy  near  White  City,  Jackson  4 May  was 
likely  only  the  2nd  interior  w.  Oregon  record 
(G.  Shaffer). 

Black-necked  Stilts  in  w.  Oregon  continue 
to  increase,  with  32  reported  from  nine  loca- 
tions from  3 Apr  on,  including  Josephine's 
first  at  L.  Selmac  21  Apr  (T.  Shelmerdine); 
surprisingly,  none  were  reported  from  w. 
Washington.  Rare  on  the  westside,  2 Ameri- 
can Avocets  were  at  Crockett  L.,  Island  12 
May,  with  one  lingering  to  30  May  (C.  Rid- 
dell, B.  Merrick),  and  one  was  at  N.S.C.B.  14 
May  (TR).  This  spring’s  49  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers 24  Apr-29  May  were  almost  twice  the 
spring  norm;  40  were  on  the  westside,  and  9 
were  on  the  eastside,  with  a maximum  of  5 
at  Alderton,  Pierce  6 May  (CW).  Peak  occur- 
rence was  26  Apr-16  May.  Errant  Willets 
included  4 at  Pillar  Point,  Clallam  12  Apr 
(DW,  PW)  and  singles  near  White  City,  Jack- 
son  16  Apr  0-  Harleman),  Columbia  N.W.R., 
Grant  1 May  (RH),  and  ER.R.  16  May  (JS); 
Willets  are  very  rare  away  from  their  haunts 
on  the  outer  coast  and  in  se.  Oregon.  An 


Upland  Sandpiper  was  near  Spokane  21  May 
(JA);  this  was  the  same  site  at  which  one 
summered  last  year.  Two  Whimbrels  at 
Lower  Klamath  28  Apr  were  rare  for  se.  Ore- 
gon, (KS),  while  one  at  Cold  Springs  N.W.R. 
17  May  was  in  ne.  Oregon,  where  even  less 
expected  (CC,  JC);  2 more  Whimbrels  at 
Grants  Pass  were  Josephine's  first  (DV). 
Seven  interior  westside  Long-billed  Curlews 
8 Apr-10  May  were  more  than  normal.  A 
Hudsonian  Godwit  at  Grandview,  Yakima  15 
May  was  about  the  29th  for  Washington, 
only  8 of  which  involved  northbound  birds 
(R.  Repp,  J.  Hebert,  ph.  DG).  Four  Marbled 
Godwits,  rare  in  e.  Washington,  were  at  the 
WW.R.D.  11  May  (MD,  MLD),  while  106  at 
Lower  Klamath  28  Apr  set  a new  e.  Oregon 
record  (KS).  Two  Red  Knots  at  Lower  Kla- 
math 10  May  were  on  the  eastside,  where 
very  rare  during  spring  (KS). 

Two  Sanderlings  at  Summer  L.,  Lake  4 
May  were  the  only  ones  found  this  spring  on 
the  eastside  (T.  Janzen).  All  four  of  this 
springs  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  a typical 
spring  tally,  were  found  on  10  May,  with  2 
near  Florence,  Snohomish  (SM,  DD),  one  at 
Crockett  L.  (SM,  DD),  and  one  at  Grandview 
(DG).  Six  Baird’s  Sandpipers  this  spring,  24 
Apr-17  May,  was  about  normal.  Five  Pec- 
toral Sandpipers  17  Apr-22  May  was  above 
the  norm,  though  numbers  seem  to  have 
increased  over  the  last  few  springs.  A tally  of 
582  Dunlin  at  W.W.R.D.  25  Mar  was  likely  a 
record  eastside  high  count  (MD,  MLD), 
while  60,000  on  the  Long  Beach  Pen.,  Pacific 
3 May  was  one  of  the  highest  Regional 
counts  ever  (SM,  RTS,  TN).  The  Ruff  win- 
tering near  Elnta,  Grays  Harbor  was  refound 
4-14  Apr  (B.  Estes,  m.  ob.),  and  the  Ruff  at 
Eugene  remained  until  19  Mar  (DDW).  For 
the  4th  year  in  a row,  there  was  a spring  Ruff 
in  e.  Oregon,  with  one  at  Lower  Klamath 
25-29  Mar  (E.  Horvath,  WH);  spring 
records  from  2000  and  2001  also  came  from 
Lower  Klamath,  and  one  wonders  if  this 
could  be  the  same  bird  returning.  Notably, 
there  were  only  three  spring  records  prior  to 
2000,  and  this  is  the  first  Mar  record  of  an 
apparently  northbound  bird. 

Offshore  counts  of  Pomarine  Jaeger  were 
low,  totaling  only  6 found  on  five  trips  (GG, 
BTw).  In  contrast,  15  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  a 
good  offshore  tally,  and  the  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  off  Newport  20  May  was  a bonus.  Two 
South  Polar  Skuas  off  Newport  during  May 
furnished  the  first  spring  records  since  2000 
(GG).  From  shore,  a Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Pt. 
Roberts,  Whatcom  19  May  furnished  a very 
rare  spring  record  for  the  Puget  Trough  (W. 
Weber).  For  the  first  spring  since  1997, 
there  were  no  Franklin’s  Gulls  reported  from 
Washington,  and  for  the  first  spring  since  at 
least  1996,  there  were  none  in  w.  Oregon.  A 
Little  Gull  was  at  EN.P  14-17  Apr  (VN); 
most  of  the  Regions  spring  sightings  are 
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from  this  location.  Heermann’s  Gulls  arrived 
early  this  spring,  with  the  first  seen  at  Gold 
Beach,  Curry  17  Apr  (DM).  A Mew  Gull  at 
Two  Rivers  Park,  Benton  23  Apr  was  nearly  a 
month  late  for  the  eastside  (DR).  Late  Glau- 
cous Gulls  included  2 at  Gardiner, 
Jefferson  10  May  (TE.  Kridler),  one  at 
Florence,  Lane  11  May  (RH,  HH), 
and  one  at  Tierra  del  Mar,  Tillamook 
24  May  (WG).  Two  Sabines  Gulls 
were  off  Lopez  I.,  Island  21  May  (R 
Moorehead);  though  regular  during 
fall  in  Washington’s  interior  marine 
waters,  this  species  is  quite  rare 
there  during  spring. 

A Common  Tern,  very  rare  during 
spring  in  e.  Washington,  was  at  L. 

Lenore,  Grant  31  May  (SM,  BF). 
Forsters  Terns  are  rare  during  spring 
on  the  westside,  so  one  at  Wilson 
Wildlife  Area,  Benton  9 May  (HH), 
one  at  FR.R.  13  May  (JS),  and  6 near 
White  City,  Jackson  28  May  (N.  Bar- 
rett) were  noteworthy.  A total  of  29 
Black  Terns  were  noted  at  FR.R., 
their  lone  regular  westside  breeding  loca- 
tion, 15  May  (DDW),  and  one  in  Eugene  13 
Apr  was  about  three  weeks  early  (D.  Jones). 
Thirteen  were  located  elsewhere  in  w.  Ore- 
gon, and  11  were  found  in  w.  Washington, 
well  above  average  totals  for  spring. 

Ancient  Murrelets  normally  depart  the 
Region’s  waters  by  mid-Apr,  though  small 
numbers  have  been  found  off  of  Cape  Flat- 
tery during  recent  summers,  and  there  is  a 
1924  breeding  record  from  Washington 
(Jewett  et  al.  1953).  Nonetheless,  the  sight  of 

2 ad.  Ancient  Murrelets  with  a chick  off 
Westport  17  May  was  quite  a surprise  (BT); 
also  notable  was  a single  Ancient  at  O.S.  10 
May  (DP)  and  12  near  Smith  L,  Island  30 
May  (JW,  KW).  After  last  spring’s  good  show- 
ing, Cassin’s  Auklet  numbers  receded  to  con- 
cerning levels,  averaging  only  10  per  trip 
during  Apr/May.  Dead  Horned  Puffins  were 
found  near  Newport,  Lincoln  2 & 5 Apr  (D. 
Pitkin,  B.  Loeffel);  these  are  the  first  spring 
records  in  several  years,  though  one  or  2 live 
birds  have  been  found  annually,  of  late,  dur- 
ing summer  on  the  cen.  Oregon  coast. 

The  only  Snowy  Owl  was  near  Waterville, 
Douglas  5 Mar  (M.  Spencer).  A Burrowing 
Owl  near  LaConner,  Skagit  17-18  Apr  pro- 
vided a very  rare  w.  Washington  record  (G. 
Brown,  B.  Senturia);  less  remarkable  was  one 
in  w.  Oregon  at  a traditional  wintering  site 
near  Halsey,  Linn  3 Mar  (M.  Ratzlafl).  A 
Great  Gray  Owl  remained  at  Fall  Creek, 
Lane  to  13  Apr,  a rather  late  date  for  the  Cas- 
cade foothills  (T.  Harvey),  but  one  at  Eugene 

3 May  was  unprecedented  for  the  Willamette 
Valley  at  such  a date  0-  Hubbard).  Two 
Vaux’s  Swifts  at  Cape  Blanco,  Curry  23  Mar 
were  about  three  weeks  early  (TJW). 

A Black-chinned  Hummingbird,  very  rare 


in  w.  Washington,  was  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ska- 
mania 15  May  (WC);  less  unusual,  but  still 
noteworthy,  were  w.  Oregon  sightings  from 
Eugene  28  Apr  (B.  Gleason,  L.  McQueen), 
Portland  5 May  (M.  Marsh),  and  near  Asto- 


ria, Clatsop  24  May  (MP).  Washington’s  4th 
Costa’s  Hummingbird  was  near  Mt.  Vernon, 
Skagit  15-16  May  (ph.  KW,  JW);  two  of  the 
three  previous  records  were  from  Apr  and 
May.  In  Oregon,  single  Costa’s  at  Newport, 
Lincoln  8 Mar  (E.  Horvath)  and  Grants  Pass, 
Josephine  15  Mar  (DV)  were  early,  while  one 
at  Frenchglen,  Harney  28  May  (L.  McQueen) 
was  more  typical;  Oregon  has  been  averaging 
about  2 per  spring.  West  of  the  Cascades, 
Calliope  Hummingbirds  appeared  in  record 
numbers,  with  4 in  Washington  and  20  in 
Oregon,  including  one  at  Wilson  Wildlife 
Area,  Benton  25  Mar  that  was  two  to  three 
weeks  early  (J.  Geier).  Five  Lewis’s  Wood- 
peckers were  in  nw.  Oregon,  where  rare,  27 
Apr-10  May.  Red-naped  Sapsuckers  are  rare 
w.  of  the  Cascades  in  Oregon,  so  2 at  Hills- 
boro, Washington  1 Mar  (H.  Nelson)  and  one 
near  Corbett,  Multnomah  10  May  (IT,  D. 
Mandell)  were  noteworthy. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A Willow  Flycatcher  at  Grants  Pass, 
Josephine  4 May  was  about  three  weeks  early 
(DV).  Two  Least  Flycatchers  were  at  their 
now-traditional  site  in  Hardy  Canyon, 
Yakima  24-26  May  (CW);  the  Region  aver- 
ages about  2 per  May.  A Gray  Flycatcher  at 
Seattle  15  May  furnished  w.  Washington’s 
6th  record  (K.  Aanerud),  all  but  one  of 
which  have  been  during  May.  Single  Gray 
Flycatchers,  once  a rarity  in  w.  Oregon,  were 
again  found  at  Detroit  Flats,  Marion  13  Apr 
and  11  May  (SD),  and  another  visited  a sim- 
ilar site  at  Foster  Res.,  Linn  30  Apr  (R. 
Campbell).  Similarly,  Dusky  Flycatchers 
have  proven  to  be  annual  in  the  n. 
Willamette  Valley,  with  6 reported  24 
Apr- 12  May.  A vocal  Cordilleran  Flycatcher 


at  Chewelah,  Pend  Oreille  28-31  May  pro- 
vided ne.  Washington’s  first  convincing 
record  (tM.  Force).  The  Black  Phoebe  win- 
tering near  Cathlamet,  Wahkiakum  remained 
until  17  Mar  (R.  McNair-Huff);  there  are  still 
only  five  Washington  records.  A num- 
ber of  Black  Phoebes  were  reported  n. 
of  their  usual  (but  ever  expanding) 
range  in  w.  Oregon,  including  nesting 
pairs  near  Dayton,  Yamhill  (F 
Schrock)  and  Fiddle  Creek,  Lane 
(B.&Z.  Stotz);  additionally,  a Black 
Phoebe  at  Lower  Klamath  2 Mar  pro- 
vided a very  rare  e.  Oregon  record  (M. 
Rudolph).  Eleven  w.  Oregon  Say’s 
Phoebes,  2 Mar-6  Apr,  was  above  the 
norm  and  included  outer  coast 
records  from  Florence,  Lane  2 Mar  (D. 
Pettey)  and  N.S.C.B.  27  Mar  (TR);  w. 
Washington’s  only  Say’s  was  at  Foul- 
weather  Bluff,  Kitsap  5 Apr  (DW). 
Oregon’s  4th  Vermilion  Flycatcher, 
wintering  at  Woodburn,  Marion , 
remained  through  8 Mar  (WC).  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  n.  of  their  usual 
range  in  w.  Oregon  included  one  at  Detroit 
Flats,  Marion  1 May  (SD)  and  4 in  Lane  9-26 
May  (TM).  Thirteen  Western  Kingbirds  at 
Home  Valley  Park,  Skamania  15  May  likely 
represented  a record-high  count  for  w. 
Washington  (KK).  Washington’s  4th  and  5th 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  near 
George,  Grant  15  May  (JR.  Conway)  and 
Rockport,  Skagit  31  May  (tS.  Aslanian,  G. 
Aslanian,  ph.  G.  Bletsch);  previous  Washing- 
ton records  were  from  May,  Jul,  and  Sep. 

The  sole  westside  Loggerhead  Shrike  was 
near  Brownsville,  Linn  26  Apr  (B.  Thack- 
aberry,  D.  MacDonald);  the  westside  averages 
about  3 per  spring.  Oregon’s  8th  Blue-headed 
Vireo  was  singing  at  Malheur  25  May  (tAC, 
tM.  Nikas,  tGG).  A Plumbeous  Vireo, 
reported  annually  from  se.  Oregon  during 
May/June,  was  near  Burns,  Hamcy  24  May 
(+HN).  Two  Hutton’s  Vireos,  extremely  rare 
in  e.  Washington,  were  at  Trout  L.,  Klickitat 
10  May  (S.  Johnston).  A Warbling  Vireo  at 
Bend  15  Apr  was  more  than  two  weeks  early 
for  e.  Oregon  (J-  Moodie).  Wintering  Blue 
Jays  lingered  at  Othello  and  Springfield  to  2 
Apr  QP,  DDW)  and  at  Bridgeport  to  2 Mar 
(MB),  while  an  apparent  migrant  was  at 
Moses  L,  Grant  13  May  (DSc);  this  represents 
an  average  spring.  A well-described  Bridled 
Titmouse,  sans  rectrices,  was  at  RN.R  7 May 
(VN);  this  species  is  almost  as  unexpected  as 
an  exotic  as  it  is  as  a vagrant.  The  only  west- 
side  Rock  Wren  was  at  Spencer  Butte,  Lane  9 
May  (NS).  A Canyon  Wren  at  Ft.  Canby  S.P, 
Pacific  16  Apr  was  probably  only  the  2nd  ever 
w.  of  the  Cascades  in  Washington  (MH),  the 
first  record  coming  from  the  same  location  in 
Oct  1981.  Bewicks  Wrens  at  the  edge  of  their 
rapidly-expanding  range  included  singles 
near  Ellensburg,  Kittitas  10  May  0?)  and  at 


At  Yakima,  Washington,  a Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal  was  found 
8 April  2003.  There  are  only  about  five  records  of  Common  Teal  from 
eastern  Washington.  Photograph  by  Denny  Granstrand. 
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Rice  Bar,  Garfield  29  Mar  (MD,  MLD).  The 
Regions  first  Sedge  Wren  was  a singing  bird 
at  N.S.C.B.  30  May+  (TR,  ph.  m.  ob.);  neigh- 
boring California  had  only  six  records 
through  2003,  five  of  which  were  from  fall, 
the  only  spring  record  coining  from  that 
state’s  interior  ( Western  Birds  33:  185). 

Several  Mountain  Bluebirds  were  reported 
from  w.  Washington,  including  singles  on  the 
outer  coast,  where  not  annual,  at  Hoquiam, 
Grays  Harbor  3 Apr  (CW)  and  near  Neah 
Bay,  Clallam  12  Apr  (BN,  DW).  A Veery  at 
Eugene  31  May  was  only  w.  Oregon’s  2nd  (T. 
Floyd).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  near  Sequinr, 
Clallam  6 Apr  provided  Washington’s  2nd 
earliest  date  ever  (R.  Rogers).  Only  3 North- 
ern Mockingbirds  were  seen  in  Oregon 
12-31  May;  in  Washington,  2 were  near 
average  for  spring:  singles  near  Sequim  25 
May  (N.  Ball)  and  P.N.R  31  May  (VN).  A Sage 
Thrasher,  very  rare  in  w.  Oregon,  was  near 
Troutdale,  Multnomah  18  May  (D.  Mandell). 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

This  spring’s  Tennessee  Warbler  was  at  Mal- 
heur 27  May  (AC).  Two  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  in  Oregon  brought  the  state  total  to 
nearly  40:  Alkali  L.,  Lake  23  May  (J-  Geier) 
and  Malheur  30  May  (RH,  OS);  most  of  Ore- 
gon’s records  have  been  mid-Sep  to  mid-Nov, 
and  these  were  the  first  records  of  north- 
bound birds  since  1998.  Oregon’s  9th  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  was  at  Colony 
Creek,  Harney  24  May  (tTR);  most  previous 
records  were  20  May-20  jun.  A concentra- 
tion of  30+  Hermit  Warblers  in  Capitol  For- 
est, Thurston  8 May  provided 
one  of  Washington’s  highest 
counts  (CW,  RTS).  The  over- 
wintering Palm  Warbler  at 
Eugene  was  last  seen  3 Mar  (M. 

Ratzlaff),  while  one  at  P.N.R  6 
May  provided  a very  rare  record 
of  a northbound  migrant  (VN). 

A Blackpoll  Warbler  was  at  Mal- 
heur 30  May  (OS);  Blackpolls 
are  almost  annual  in  Oregon, 
mid-May  to  early  Jun.  Repre- 
senting a fairly  typical  May, 
there  were  3 Black-and-white 
Warblers  in  Oregon  12-24  May 
and  one  in  Washington  at  Car- 
nation, King  22  May  (TM.  Wile, 

M.  Mann).  Migrant  westside  American  Red- 
starts are  rare,  so  one  near  Washougal,  Clark 
21  May  was  noteworthy  (C.  Chappell).  An 
Ovenbird  at  Malheur  23  May  added  to  about 
45  previous  Oregon  records  (MD,  MLD). 
Oregon’s  7th  Mourning  Warbler  was  at  Mal- 
heur 18  May  (tSS);  the  date  is  a bit  early 
compared  to  other  West  Coast  records.  A 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  at  Steigerwald  L., 
Clark  8 May,  with  a pair  there  31  May  (WC); 
a pair  summered  here  last  year,  the  first  sug- 
gestion of  breeding  in  w.  Washington  for 


several  decades. 

A Western  Tanager  at  Carnation,  King  8 
Apr  was  about  three  weeks  early  and  was 
Washington’s  earliest-ever  of  a non-winter- 
ing bird  (S.  Gerstle).  The  overwintering 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  remained  at  Warren- 
ton,  Clatsop  to  26  Mar  (MP),  and  one  near 
Elma,  Grays  Harbor  1 Mar-14  Apr  had  likely 
overwintered  there  (BT);  rarer,  apparent 
northbound  Clay-coloreds  were  found  at 
Bay  City,  Tillamook  10-24  Apr  (C.  Roberts) 
and  in  nw.  Douglas  21  May  (DB).  A Brewer’s 
Sparrow  at  Stevenson,  Skamania  2 Apr  was 
about  the  11th  for  w.  Washington,  most  of 
which  have  been  2 Apr-5  Jun  (JG);  another 
Brewer’s  near  Scappoose,  Columbia  29  Apr 
was  in  Oregon’s  Willamette  Valley,  where 
very  rare  (D.  Coggswell).  Migrant  Vesper 
Sparrows  are  rare  in  Washington  away  from 
their  few  westside  breeding  locations,  so  sin- 
gles at  Monroe,  Snohomish  21  May  (J. 
O’Connell)  and  Marymoor  Park,  King  23 
May  (B.  Jones)  were  noteworthy.  A Lark 
Sparrow  along  Lower  Crab  Cr.,  Grant  24 
Mar  was  a month  early  and  the  earliest  ever 
in  Washington  (BF).  More  Swamp  Sparrows 
than  usual  were  reported  this  spring,  with  a 
total  of  9 seen  to  13  Apr,  all  likely  holdovers 
from  winter.  A tally  of  1 1 Harris's  Sparrows 
this  spring  was  somewhat  above  average  and 
included  a late  bird  near  Sedro  Woolley, 
Skagit  9 May  (V.  Salt).  Single  Lapland 
Longspurs,  rare  in  w.  Oregon’s  interior,  were 
at  Portland  2 Mar  (J.  Fitchen)  and  Detroit 
Flats,  Marion  13  Apr  (SD).  Two  Snow 
Buntings  at  O.S.  18  May  were  by  far  the  lat- 
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Eastern  Washington's  eleventh  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  at  Grandview,  Yakima  18  May  2003. 
Fewer  than  a third  of  Washington's  records  involve  northbound  birds  such  as  this  one. 

Photograph  by  Deimy  Granstrand. 


est  ever  for  Washington  (B.  Levine). 

Peculiar  was  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
that  appeared  for  only  one  day,  20  Mar,  at  a 
feeder  in  Philomath,  Benton  (tT.  Manning); 
more  typical  were  singles  at  Waldport,  Lin- 
coln 1 May  (J&K  Ciotti),  Burns  Junction, 
Harney  25  May  (D.  Trochlell),  and  Marmot, 
Clackamas  31  May  (D.  Sanford). 

More  out-of-range  Tricolored  Blackbirds 
were  found  this  year.  One  near  Hooper  18 
May  provided  only  the  2nd  or  3rd  Whitman 
record  (BF,  DSc),  and  one  at  Bingen  21  Apr 
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was  the  2nd  for  Klickitat  (tS.  Johnston).  Six 
at  Othello,  Adams  25  Mar  (RH),  with  one 
there  to  10  May  (BF),  were  at  a location  with 
numerous  reports  over  the  last  few  years, 
while  7 males  and  3 females  were  at  Wilson 
Creek,  Grant , Washington’s  only  known 
breeding  colony,  17  May  (RTS,  TN).  Singles 
at  Baskett  Slough,  Polk  9 Apr  (R.  Gerig)  and 
Ankeny  N.W.R.,  Linn  18-23  May  (J.  Lund- 
sten,  RH)  were  away  from  established  w. 
Oregon  breeding  colonies.  Two  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  at  N.S.C.B.  20  May  were 
on  the  outer  coast,  where  rare  (TR).  A Com- 
mon Grackle  near  Yakima  9-27  Mar  was 
likely  the  same  bird  seen  there  last 
spring/summer  (R.  Repp);  Washington  has 
but  12  records.  In  Oregon,  Common  Grack- 
les  at  Malheur  24-25  May  (tDE,  L.  Messick) 
and  Bandon,  Coos  14  May  (B.  Fawver)  added 
to  nearly  30  state  records.  Annual  in  se.  Ore- 
gon, but  extremely  rare  in  w.  Oregon,  a 
Great-tailed  Grackle  was  at  Ashland,  Jackson 
23  Apr  ( fide  HN).  Yakima’s  2nd  and  3rd 
Lesser  Goldfinches  were  at  Selah  1 Mar  and 
near  Yakima  12  Apr  ( fide  DG);  there  were 
only  six  prior  Washington  records  away 
from  Klickitat/Clark. 

Corrigendum:  In  the  fall  2002  report,  an 
Anna’s  Hummingbird  at  Manson,  Chelan 
24-31  Oct  was  erroneously  reported  as  a 
White-throated  Swift  (VN). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Tom  Aversa  (WA),  David 
Beaudette,  Marv  Breece,  Wilson  Cady,  Alan 
Contreras,  Craig  Corder,  Judy 
Cordcr,  Merry  Lynn  Denny, 
Mike  Denny,  Don  DeWitt 
(DDW),  Steve  Dowlan  (SD), 
Scott  Downes  (SDs),  Dennis 
Duffy,  Joe  Engler  (Clark),  Dun- 
can Evered,  Bob  Flores,  Jeff 
Gilligan,  Greg  Gillson,  Denny 
Granstrand  (Yakima),  Wink 
Gross,  Hendrik  Herlyn,  Randy 
Hill,  Michael  Hobbs,  Wayne 
Hoffman,  Rich  Hoyer,  Ken  Knit- 
tie,  Bill  LaFramboise  (lower 
Columbia  Basin),  Nancy 

LaFramboise,  Tom  Mickel 

(Lane),  Craig  Miller,  Don  Mun- 
son, Harry  Nehls  (OR),  Vic  Nel- 
son, Tracey  Norris,  Bob  Norton  (Olympic 
Pen.),  Michael  Patterson,  Jason  Paulios, 
Dennis  Paulson,  Phil  Pickering,  Dennis 
Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk,  Owen  Schmidt, 

Doug  Schonewald  (DSc),  Ryan  T.  Shaw 

(RTS),  Stephen  Shunk,  Kevin  Spencer,  Dan 
Stephens  (Chelan),  Noah  Strycker,  John  Sul- 
livan, Patrick  Sullivan  (PtS),  Ruth  Sullivan, 
Iain  Tomlinson,  Dennis  Vroman,  Terry  J. 
Wahl,  Doug  Watkins,  Pip  Watkins,  Jan  and 
Keith  Wiggers  (Skagit),  Bob  Woodley,  Char- 
lie Wright.  © 
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Steven  A.  Glover 

(Doves  to  Wrentit) 
6256  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568 
(Sgloverccc@aol.com) 

Luke  W.  Cole 

(Thrashers  to  Finches) 
561  Hill  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(luke@igc.org) 

Scott  6.  Terrill 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 
H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 
3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 
San  Jose,  California  95118 
(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Herons  to  Shorebirds) 
499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@att.net) 


A relatively  mild  winter  continued  into 
a mostly-dry  March,  but  April  and 
May  brought  record-setting  rain- 
storms along  the  coast  and  a cold,  wet  spring 
east  of  the  Sierra.  The  harsh  weather  in  the 
mountains  may  have  caused  the  unprece- 
dented invasion  of  certain  montane  breed- 
ers— particularly  Calliope  Hummingbirds 
and  Hammond’s,  Dusky,  and  Gray  Flycatch- 
ers— in  the  Central  Valley  and  along  the 
coast  during  migration. 

Birdwise,  it  was  a tardigrade  spring:  an 
almost-universal  refrain  was  “slow  migra- 
tion,” with  wintering  birds  leaving  late  and 
breeders  arriving  late,  with  a few  prominent 
exceptions.  Observers  noted  low  numbers 
and  few  unusual  migrants.  The  wet  spring 
meant  good  insect  crops,  perhaps  presaging 
a productive  summer  season. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  Bird 
Records  Committee);  C.V.  (Central  Valley); 
El.  (Southeast  Farallon  1.,  San  Francisco ); 
N.S.  (National  Seashore);  R.P.  (River  Pre- 
serve); R.S.  (Regional  Shoreline);  S.B.  (State 
Beach),  S.E  (San  Francisco );  S.P.  (State 
Park);  U.C.  (University  of  California);  W.A. 
(Wildlife  Area). 

Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  submit- 
ted without  documentation  are  normally 
not  published.  The  Regional  Editors  will 
forward  documentation  for  C.B.R.C.  review 
species  to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  PO. 
Box  275,  Imperial  Beach,  CA  91933. 


Banded  birds  on  El.  should  be  credited  to 
Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory  (PR. B.O.)  and 
those  banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  Big 
Sur  Ornithology  Lab  (B.S.O.L.)  of  the  Ven- 
tana  Wilderness  Society. 

LOONS  THROUGH  BOOBIES 

A Horned  Grebe  18  May  at  Shoreline  L., 
Santa  Clara  (DLSu)  was  notably  late. 
Unusual  inland  in  the  Region,  a Red-necked 
Grebe  was  at  Thermalito  Afterbay,  Butte  5 
Apr  (JSL,  LWC).  Laysan  Albatrosses  were 
off  Humboldt  18  Mar  (Jared  Bryant,  fide 
DFx)  and  19  Apr  (2  birds;  TMcK,  STu  et  al.) 
and  Santa  Cruz  13  Apr  (RgW,  RT,  m.  ob.). 
There  were  second-hand  reports  of  up  to  2 
Short-tailed  Albatrosses  off  Humboldt  6 Mar 
(Jared  Bryant,  fide  EE,  SWH)  and  6 Apr 
(Tim  Piretti,  fide  EE). 

Two  Murphys  Petrels  were  off  Ft.  Bragg, 
Mendocino  11  May  (ShJ,  ph.  Eric  Preston). 
There  have  been  few  Regional  records  of 
this  species  over  the  past  decade.  A Hawai- 
ian/Galapagos Petrel  5 km  w.  of  the  Salinas 
R.  mouth,  Monterey  4 May  (ph.  Nancy 
Black)  was  thought  to  be  a Hawaiian  based 
on  structural  characteristics  (DR).  The 
recent  determination  that  the  two  taxa  of 
Dark-rumped  Petrel  represent  two  distinct 
species  has  sparked  interest  in  their  at-sea 
identification.  Currently,  only  specimens 
can  be  identified  to  species,  and  no  speci- 
mens exist  from  North  American  waters. 
Identification  in  the  field  remains  problem- 
atic, and  the  birds  should  continue  to  be 
considered  Hawaiian/Galapagos  Petrels  at 
this  time. 

Somewhat  unseasonable  and  unusual 
from  shore,  a Flesh-footed  Shearwater  was 
just  off  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  3 May  (SBT  et 
al.).  Manx  Shearwaters  were  offshore  of 
Monterey  9 Mar  (tDR  et  al.),  26  Mar  (RT), 
and  13  Apr  (RT,  RgW  et  al.)  The  Brown 
Booby  discovered  last  season  at  Pillar  Pt. 
Harbor,  San  Mateo  remained  until  23  Mar 
(FrT). 

BITTERNS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Perhaps  related  to  the  wet  spring,  good 
numbers  of  Least  Bitterns  were  reported, 
with  up  to  5 at  three  locations  in  Merced  15 
Mar-31  May  (GWPo,  LLu,  CLu,  FrT,  PJM, 
m.  ob.),  one  at  Cosumnes  R.P,  Sacramento 
12  Apr-10  May  (JTr),  one  nw.  of  Davis  7 
May  (3rd  Yolo  record;  Marcel  Holyoak),  and 
one  at  San  Joaquin  River  N.W.R.  18  May 
(3rd  Stanislaus  record  in  20  years;  JHG). 
The  only  report  away  from  the  C.V.  was  one 
at  Coyote  Hills  R.P,  Alameda  4 May  (Rusty 
Scalf).  Little  Blue  Herons  continue  to  be 
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scarce,  with  an  ad.  at  Moss  Landing  9 Mar 
(Monterey's  5th;  Bettie  Harriman)  being  the 
only  one  noted.  Cattle  Egret  reports  were 
sparse,  but  of  note  were  2 near  Leavitt  30 
Apr+  (4th  Lassen  record;  TDM),  one  on  a 
nest  at  Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  29  May  (3rd 
successive  year  of  breeding  here;  RJR),  and 
2 pairs  nesting  in  Santa  Rosa,  Sonoma  13 
Apr  (Lorin  Leitner,  Philip  Greene).  A few 
White-faced  Ibis  pushed  coastward  3-27 
May,  with  the  largest  group  being  27  in  a 
flooded  field  near  Gilroy,  Santa  Clara  27 
May  (RWR,  FV).  Four  near  Richfield  11 
May  (BED)  were  thought  to  represent  only 
the  2nd  record  for  Tehama. 

The  3 ad.  Trumpeter  Swans  at  Modoc 
N.W.R.,  Modoc  remained  through  at  least  7 
Mar  (tSandy  Koonce).  A male  Garganey  at 
the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  5 Apr  (AEn) 
would  be  only  the  6th  spring  record  for  the 
Region  but  was  reported  without  documen- 
tation. A female  Green-winged  Teal  with  4 
recently  hatched  ducklings  at  Redwood 
Shores  20  May  (tRSTh)  provided  the  first 
breeding  record  for  San  Mateo.  Reports  of  6 
Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal 
came  from  Humboldt , Yolo , San  Mateo,  and 
Santa  Clara ; the  last  lingered  until  15  Apr. 
Six  male  Eurasian  Wigeons  at  Humboldt 
Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  4 May  (SMcA)  was  a 
remarkable  number  for  so  late  in  the  season. 
A male  at  La  Grange  Road  24-30  Mar  (Roy 
Carlson)  may  have  been  only  the  2nd  for 
Tuolumne ; one  at  Moonglow  Dairy,  Monterey 
3-21  May  (RF,  m.  ob.)  was  likely  summer- 
ing. A pair  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Kutras 
L.  in  Redding,  Shasta  27  May  (BED)  was 
very  late.  Only  2 Tufted  Ducks  were 
reported:  one  on  Bolinas  Lagoon,  Marin  2 
Mar  (Richard  Ackley)  and  a female  sw.  of 
Napa,  Napa  through  9 Mar  (LHg).  The 
apparent  Tufted  Duck  x Greater  Scaup 
hybrid  at  Port  Sonoma,  Sonoma  was  last 
seen  13  Mar  (RLeb).  An  imm.  Long-tailed 
Duck  at  the  Pajaro  R.  mouth,  Santa  Cruz 
and  Monterey  5-31+  May  (BMth)  was  sum- 
mering. Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  scarce, 
with  a male  at  the  American  R.  Parkway, 
Sacramento  4 Mar  (SAbb)  and  a female  in 
Truckee,  Nevada  14  Mar  (Zach  Smith)  being 
the  only  reports.  A female  Hooded  Mer- 
ganser with  6 young  se.  of  Lincoln,  Placer 
17-27  May  (ClH)  provided  a rare  C.V. 
breeding  record;  apparently  the  young  were 
depredated  prior  to  fledging. 

The  male  Zone-tailed  Hawk  in  the  lower 
Carmel  R.  Valley,  Monterey  was  seen 
through  24  Mar  (CHo)  and  then  again  26 
May+  (Erica  Lindgren).  Another  was 
reported  over  Muddy  Hollow,  Pt.  Reyes 
N.S.,  Marin  11  Apr  (KBu).  Somewhat  late 
and  in  an  unusual  location,  the  last  north- 
bound Ferruginous  Hawk  was  seen  over 
Watts  Valley,  Fresno  8 Apr  (JND).  Late  fal- 
cons included  Merlins  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San 


Mateo  9 May  (RSTh)  and  at  Clam  Beach, 
Humboldt  13  May  (KGR)  and  Prairie  Fal- 
cons n.  of  Winters,  Yolo  14  May  (JKn,  Anne 
King)  and  over  Cole  Valley,  S.F.  15  May 
(PSar).  Three  Black  Rails  ne.  of  Lincoln  29 
Apr  (JCS)  were  the  first  for  Placer,  several 
more  were  at  the  known  breeding  location 
in  Spenceville  W.A.,  Yuba  10  May  (EP,  SAG). 
Early  Virginia  Rail  broods  were  at  Shollen- 
berger  Park,  Sonoma  31  Mar  (David  Hof- 
mann, Ron  Storey)  and  Baldwin  Cr.,  Santa 
Cruz  8 Apr  (DLSu).  A wayward  Common 
Moorhen  at  FI.  6 May  provided  the  3rd 
island  record  (PP).  Eleven  Sandhill  Cranes 
over  L.  McSwain  24  Mar  (Roy  Carlson) 
were  noted  as  “quite  possibly  the  first  for 
Mariposa." 

SHOREBIRDS 

Inland  shorebird  coverage  was  good  this 
season,  with  many  notable  reports.  Ameri- 
can Golden-Plovers  on  the  move  included 
an  ad.  at  the  Merced  N.W.R.,  Merced  25  Apr 
(JSL)  and  one  at  the  Modesto  W.T.P.,  Stanis- 
laus 21  Apr-10  May  (JHG,  JSL).  A Pacific 


This  Murphy's  Petrel  at  the  600-fathom  contour  some 
33.3  km  off  of  Fort  Bragg,  Mendocino  County,  California 
1 1 May  2003  was  one  of  two  seen  that  day.  Note  the 
distinctive  shape,  the  overall  gray  color,  the  contrasting 
lighter  primaries,  and  the  light  throat  patch.  The  birds 
that  day  followed  a rash  of  sightings  in  the  Southern 
Pacific  Coast  Region  in  April.  Photograph  by  Eric  Preston. 

Golden-Plover  at  the  Llano  Seco  Unit  of 
Sacramento  N.W.R.  5 Apr  (tJSL,  LWC)  was 
thought  to  be  Butte’s  first.  Snowy  Plovers 
were  reported  from  seven  inland  counties, 
with  high  counts  of  9 at  Lower  Klamath 
N.W.R. , Siskiyou  3 May  (Danielle  Thomson, 
RE,  DS)  and  up  to  7 at  the  Modesto  W.T.P., 
Stanislaus  (JHG,  JSL,  MiF);  one  at  the  Red- 


ding W.T.P.  29  Apr  was  the  first  for  Shasta 
(Ray  Bruun,  BED,  m.  ob.).  Three  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  at  Indian  Creek  Res.  2 
May  (TEa)  constituted  the  2nd  record  for 
Alpine. 

An  American  Avocet  x Black-necked  Stilt 
hybrid  was  a surprise  find  on  a Hayward  salt 
pond,  Alameda  29  May+  (Robin  Dakin,  ph. 
David  Cardinal).  Two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  10 
May  near  Soledad,  Monterey  (RF)  were  late, 
but  one  25-27  May  in  a flooded  field  near 
Gilroy,  Santa  Clara  (JiD,  RWR,  FV)  was  one 
of  only  about  a half-dozen  records  for  the 
last  week  of  May.  Seventeen  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers were  found  in  13  inland  and  coastal 
counties  15  Apr-10  May.  A Long-billed 
Curlew  at  Trinity  Center  31  May  was  a long 
overdue  first  for  Trinity  (JLx,  Sheree 
Lomax).  Marbled  Godwits  were  widely 
reported  and  in  large  numbers  inland:  21  at 
the  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  24  Apr  (RE); 

18  at  Camp  Far  West  Res.  25  Apr  (first  Yuba 
record?;  TDM);  22  at  Beach  L.,  Sacramento 
28  Apr  (CCo,  Shawn  Petrash);  29  at  the  Red- 
ding W.T.P  29  Apr  (2nd  Shasta  record;  Rob 
Santry,  m.  ob.);  and  35+  n.  of  Lincoln,  Placer 
3 May  (SAG,  EP,  ClH). 

Surprising  inland  Ruddy  Turnstones  were 
at  Gustine,  Merced  3 May  (KW)  and  the 
Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  9 May  (3  birds; 

RE).  A Black  Turnstone  at  the  latter  location 
24  Apr  (RE)  was  only  the  3rd  record  for 
Siskiyou  and  the  first  in  spring.  The  highest 
count  ever  for  S.F  Bay,  87  Surfbirds  were  at 
Coyote  Pt.  21  Apr;  a high  count  of  329  Red 
Knots  at  nearby  Redwood  Shores  27  Apr 
was  similarly  impressive  (both  San  Mateo; 
both  RSTh).  Other  Red  Knots  of  note 
included  up  to  2 in  Long  Valley,  Mono  25 
Apr  into  May  (KNN),  the  first  Shasta  record 
at  the  Redding  W.T.P  27-29  Apr  (ph.  Ray 
Bruun,  m.  ob.),  and  the  first  Shasta  Valley 
Siskiyou  record  at  the  Shasta  W.A.  9 May 
(RE).  Inland  Sanderlings  were  found  at 
Crowley  L.,  Mono  14  Apr  (2  birds;  KNN)  j 
and  at  the  Modesto  W.T.P.,  Stanislaus  1 May 
(Karen  Rapp).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
were  reported  from  Areata,  Humboldt  21  Apr 
and  Pt.  Isabel  R.S.  4 May  (first  spring  Con- 
tra Costa  record;  RbF).  Two  White-rumped 
Sandpipers,  the  7th  and  8th  for  the  Region, 
were  found:  Crowley  L.,  Mono  26  May 
(tREM)  and  Pt.  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  31 
May-1  Jun  (tCLu,  vt.  tLLu,  tRS).  Two 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Abbott’s  Lagoon,  Marin 
22  Apr  (KBu)  and  single  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers e.  of  Rio  Oso  5 May  (first  spring 
record  for  Sutter;  JCS)  and  near  Soledad, 
Monterey  10  May  (RF)  were  the  only  ones 
reported.  Two  alternate-plumaged  Rock 
Sandpipers  lingered  at  Humboldt  Bay,  Hum- 
boldt through  the  late  date  of  20  Apr  (RS  et 
al.).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Merced  N.W.R., 
Merced  20  Apr  (PJM)  may  have  been  the 
bird  found  there  in  winter.  An  alternate- 
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plumaged  bird  there  on  25  May  (first  late 
May  record  for  the  Region;  AJ),  however, 
may  have  been  a migrant  from  elsewhere, 
especially  given  that  it  was  keeping  com- 
pany with  a basic-plumagcd  Curlew  Sand- 
piper present  25-26  May  (ph.  tAJ,  TKW), 
the  4th  spring  record  for  the  Region.  Ruffs 
continued  at  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Hum- 
boldt through  17  Mar  (male;  STu  et  al.)  and 
at  the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  through  23 
Mar  (female;  WEG).  Others  were  at  White 
L.,  Siskiyou  25  Mar  (RHw)  and  Pt.  Reyes 
N.S.,  Marin  8-11  Apr  (female;  RS  et  ah, 
KBu). 

GULLS  THROUGH  SKIMMERS 

Lingering  Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  at 
Capitola,  Santa  Cniz  3 Mar  (DLSu),  near 
Davis,  Yolo  3 Mar  (JKn),  Alviso,  Santa  Clara 
8 Mar  (ph.  Ryan  Terrill),  Liberty  Island  Rd., 
Solano  23  Mar  (Roger  Muskat),  Eel  R., 
Humboldt  6 Apr,  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  16  Apr 
(DR),  and  Salinas  R.  mouth,  Monterey  10 
May  (DR,  RC).  The  wintering  concentra- 
tion of  Black  Skimmers  in  Mountain  View, 
Santa  Clara  decreased  from  18  on  13  Apr 
(Phil  and  Pat  Gordon)  to  one  on  21  Apr 
(WGB).  It  is  unknown  whether  these  birds 
all  breed  in  the  S.F.  Bay  estuary  complex 
following  dispersal,  but  a nest  was  present 
7 May+  at  a salt  pond  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara 
(RWR  et  al.),  where  this  species  has  nested 
previously. 

DOVES  THROUGH  SOLITAIRES 

Wayward  Band-tailed  Pigeons  were  in  upper 
Del  Puerto  Canyon,  Stanislaus  1 1 Apr  (pair; 
SAG)  and  near  Davis,  Yolo  18  Apr  (SCH). 
Vagrant  White-winged  Doves  were  at 
Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey  7 May  (RF)  and 
Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  30  May  (DN).  Great 
Gray  Owl  nests  with  incubating  females 
found  21  Apr  (Doug  Drynan;  JND)  and  26 
Apr  (fide  Doug  Drynan)  near  Shaver  L., 
Fresno  represent  not  only  the  southernmost 
for  the  state  but  also  for  the  entire  world; 
the  first  nest  was  also  notable  for  being  far 
from  any  large  meadows.  A Common  Poor- 
will  3 May  near  Davis,  Yolo  was  a rare  find 
for  the  floor  of  the  Sacramento  Valley  (JKn). 
Notable  sightings  of  Black  Swift  included  2 
at  the  San  Jose  Cr.  mouth  3 May  ( Monterey’s 
earliest  migrants  ever;  tTheo  and  Chris 
Maehr),  one  at  Oregon  Bar  S.P.  11  May 
( Yuba's  2nd;  RS  et  al.),  and  one  at  Clear  Cr. 
21  May  (Lassen's  first;  TBMS).  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbirds  normally  arrive  in 
the  Region  in  mid-Apr;  a male  at  Santa 
Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  21  Mar  (tDLSu)  and  a 
well-described  female  at  Ml.  Davidson,  S.F. 
27-28  Mar  (tPSar)  may  have  been  the  earli- 
est ever  recorded.  One  of  the  more  note- 
worthy events  of  the  season  was  an 
unprecedented  invasion  of  migrant  Calliope 
Hummingbirds.  No  fewer  than  21  birds 


were  detected  along  or  near  the  coast,  and  a 
whopping  37  were  tallied  in  the  C.V.,  par- 
ticularly at  feeders  in  the  Redding,  Shasta 
region.  Migrant  Acorn  Woodpeckers  in 
unusual  locations  included  single  birds  in 
S.F.  at  Golden  Gate  Park  17  May  (Brian 
Fitch)  and  at  Lincoln  Park  29  May  (Matt 
Zlatunich),  as  well  as  one  28  May  at  Mad  R. 
Slough,  Humboldt  (GSL).  Monterey's  winter- 
ing Williamson’s  Sapsucker  near  Pebble 


Banders  at  Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab,  Monterey  County, 
California  captured  this  Louisiana  Waterthrush 
30  May  2003,  only  the  second  record  for  the  Region. 

Photograph  by  Jessica  Griffiths,  Ventana  Wilderness  Society. 

Beach  was  last  seen  5 Mar  (nr.  ob.). 

Many  Willow  Flycatchers,  normally  very 
late  migrants,  were  exceptionally  early, 
including  one  26  Apr  near  Davis,  Yolo 
(JKn),  one  at  Smith’s  Creek,  Santa  Clara  30 
Apr  (tWGB),  and  6 more  throughout  the 
Region  by  3 May.  Migrant  Hammond’s, 
Dusky,  and  Gray  Flycatchers  were  all 
reported  in  far  larger-than-nornral  numbers. 
Though  Hammond’s  are  noted  regularly  in 
the  inner  Coast  Ranges  in  spring,  they  are 
far  less  common  elsewhere  in  the  lowlands, 
so  no  fewer  than  25  coastal  and  21  C.V. 
sightings  were  most  impressive.  Three 
coastal  and  3 C.V  Grays  was  an  average 
showing,  but  at  least  22  Coast  Range 
migrants  shatters  all  previous  totals.  Nine 
coastal  Duskies  were  more  than  normal  but 
were  overshadowed  by  at  least  8 on  the  C.V. 
floor  20  Apr-23  May.  An  Eastern  Phoebe 
near  Lincoln  16  May  was  Placer’s  first 
(tJLx).  The  Tropical  Kingbird  at  Colma,  San 
Mateo  was  last  seen  1 Apr  (Hugh  Harvey). 
Santa  Cruz’s  6th  Cassin’s  Kingbird  was  near 
Watsonville  23  Mar  (CGE),  and  Humboldt's 
3rd  was  at  Patricks  Point  S.P  13  May  (tKI). 
Vagrant  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  28  May  (RF)  and  outer  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  31  May  (RS).  Scissor-tailed 


Flycatchers  brightened  the  spring  migration 
on  outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  3 May  (Mike  Erb; 
m.  ob.)  and  al  Ft.  Bragg,  Mendocino  23  May 
(t Reuben  Casillas). 

A Loggerhead  Shrike  at  N.  Lake  Tahoe, 
Placer  3 May  was  at  an  unusual  altitude, 
particularly  so  late  in  spring  (TEa).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Mix  Canyon  14-19  Apr 
was  Solanos  first  (t Roger  Muskat,  RLCL); 
one  near  Watsonville  24  Apr  was  the  first 
spring  record  for  Santa  Cruz  (tRgW). 
Observers  should  remain  cautious  when 
attempting  to  identify  birds  in  the  Solitary 
Vireo  group,  especially  in  spring  when  birds 
are  particularly  worn.  A Red-eyed  Vireo 
near  Wendel  21  May  was  Lassen’s  3rd 
(BMS).  Steller’s  Jays  were  once  assumed  to 
be  rarities  in  Merced  until  the  discovery  of 
15  at  Pacheco  S.P.  22  Mar  (KW).  A pair  of 
Stellcr’s  carrying  nest  material  at  Inspiration 
Pt.  1 1 Mar  provided  just  the  2nd  nesting 
confirmation  for  S.F  (Matt  Zlatunich).  The 
realization  that  Bank  Swallows  may  now  be 
extirpated  as  a Monterey  breeder  was  dis- 
heartening news  (m.  ob.).  Out-of-place 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  at  Lost  Lake 
Park,  Fresno  18-21  Apr  (Ed  Case  et  al.)  and 
Pacheco  S.P,  Merced  31  May  (JLx). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  T0WHEES 

Four  extralimital  Sage  Thrashers  were  a 
good  showing,  including  the  cooperative 
one  wintering  at  U.C.  Davis  Raptor  Center, 
Solano  through  the  period  (m.  ob.),  and  sin- 
gles 10  Apr  at  N.  Lake  Tahoe,  Placer  (WRi), 
3 May  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  (RSTh),  and 
8 May  at  Orleans,  Humboldt  (KMS).  Single 
American  Pipits  3 May  in  coastal  Monterey 
(Dan  Lebeune)  and  14  May  in  coastal  Hum- 
boldt (JTz)  were  late,  while  one  21  May  at 
the  City  of  Davis  Wetlands  was  the  latest 
spring  date  for  Yolo  (JKn). 

Interesting  e.  warblers  at  EL  the  last  week 
of  May  included  a Tennessee,  a Blackburn- 
ian, and  a Chestnut-sided;  an  Ovenbird  was 
there  14  May  (PP).  On  the  mainland,  a Ten- 
nessee at  Wendel  31  May  was  only  Lassen's 
3rd  (BMS);  in  Santa  Cruz,  a male  Chestnut- 
sided was  in  Capitola  26  May  and  an  Oven- 
bird  was  at  Cowell  Redwoods  S.P  9 May 
(DLSu).  Strong  numbers  of  Nashville  War- 
blers were  reported  Regionwide,  including 
43  on  a Siskiyou/Humboldt  Breeding  Bird 
Survey  (DFx,  JCP)  and  a near-record  17 
moving  through  Santa  Cruz  (m.  ob.).  A 
scattering  of  5 Northern  Parulas  included 
singing  males  in  San  Mateo  and  Monterey, 
where  they  have  bred  in  recent  years. 

A male  Magnolia  Warbler  at  Pt.  Reyes 
N.S.,  Marin  23-25  May  was  a treat  (RS, 
tES).  A male  Cape  May  Warbler  in  subur- 
ban Sacramento  1 Mar-3  Apr  was  a first  for 
Sacramento  and  only  the  C.V.’s  2nd  (Jeri 
Langham,  m.  ob.).  The  male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  spending  its  2nd  winter  in 
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Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  was  last  seen  12  Mar 
(KAr).  The  wintering  female  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  at  Laguna  Grande,  Monterey 
was  last  there  1 Mar  (SRv,  tJSL,  m.  ob.).  A 
male  Black-and-white  Warbler  wintered  in 
Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  until  12  Mar  (AB), 
while  singles  at  Big  Sur,  Monterey  30  Apr-3 
May  (JsSc,  Jessica  Griffiths),  6 May  at 
Dechambeau  Cr.,  Mono  (Joel  Ellis),  and  30 
May  at  King  Salmon,  Humboldt  were 
migrants  (MWa). 

Two  Northern  Waterthrushes  banded  6 
& 8 May  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  (B.S.O.L.,  ph. 
Sarah  Hamilton,  JsSc)  were  trumped  by 
Monterey’s  first  (and  our  Region’s  2nd) 
Louisiana  Waterthrush,  banded  there  30 
May  (B.S.O.L.,  ph.  Jessica  Griffiths;  tDR). 
Four  Hooded  Warblers  were  one-day  won- 
ders; 30  Apr  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo 
(RSTh),  21  May  at  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey (JsSc),  23  May  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin 
(RS),  and  one  banded  27  May  at  Palomarin, 
Marin  (PR.B.O.,  Kim  Kreitinger).  A singing 
male  graced  S.F.  from  19-29  May  (Brian 
Fitch,  m.  ob.).  No  American  Redstarts  were 
reported  this  season,  but  even  more  surpris- 
ing was  a Painted  Redstart  27  Apr  at  Santa 
Cruz,  a first  for  Santa  Cruz  (tSGe)  and  one 
of  few  for  our  Region.  The  Green-tailed 
Towhee  that  wintered  in  Pacific  Grove, 
Monterey  began  singing  daily  by  early  Feb 
and  stayed  until  21  Apr  (ph.  RC,  ph.  DR). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  BUNTINGS 

Increased  attention  is  broadening  our 
knowledge  of  the  range  of  Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow,  with  interesting  discoveries  of  sin- 
gles 27  Apr  near  Alderpoint,  Humboldt;  12 
May  n.  of  Jenner,  Sonoma;  16  May  in  S.W. 
Trinity  (all  DFx);  and  2 along  the  Eel  R., 
Mendocino  31  May  (CEV,  GEC).  The  only 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  Solano’s  3rd,  vis- 
iting feeders  10-27  Apr  at  Winters  (John  & 
Liz  Honeysett,  Calvin  and  Kent  Lou).  Two 
Brewers  Sparrows  on  the  C.V.  floor  were  out 
of  place:  26  Apr  near  Cosumnes  R.,  Sacra- 
mento (Jeff  Skevington)  and  10  May  at  Yolo 
Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  (WEG,  Dan  Tankersley, 
Ed  Harper).  A Vesper  Sparrow  6 Apr  at  Trin- 
ity Center  was  the  2nd  for  spring  in  Trinity 
(LWC,  JSL),  while  one  16  May  at  UC  Santa 
Cruz,  Santa  Cmz  (MSc)  and  2 at  Areata  Bot- 
toms, Humboldt  5 May  (KI)  were  rare 
coastal  migrants.  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
had  another  strong  spring  Regionwide.  A 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  2-10  Mar  at  a 
S.  San  Francisco  salt  marsh  provided  just 
the  4th  record  for  San  Mateo  (RSTh).  Six 
Swamp  Sparrows  on  the  coast  were 
expected,  but  one  23  May  at  Merced 
N.W.R.,  Merced  was  a rare  C.V.  record  (John 
Fulton,  JSL). 

Common  wintering  Zonotrichia  sparrows 
lingered  later  into  the  spring  than  usual. 
Thirty-five  White-throated  Sparrows  were 


reported,  with  many  staying  into  May;  one 
banded  16  May  at  Lagunitas  Cr.,  Marin 
(P.R.B.O.,  Kim  Kreitinger)  and  another  17 
May  near  L.  Camanche,  San  Joaquin  (Jim 
Rowoth)  were  exceptionally  late.  Our  only 
Harris’s  Sparrows  were  single  birds,  one  win- 
tering until  9 Mar  near  Lincoln,  Placer  (JLx, 
SRv),  and  another,  Alpine’s  2nd,  2 May  at 
Woodfords  (TEa).  Dark-eyed  Juncos  contin- 
ued their  interest  in  the  Cosumnes  R.R, 
Sacramento,  with  birds  singing  16  Apr  and 
copulating  6 May  (JTr).  The  only  Lapland 
Longspur  was  at  Buchli  Station,  Napa  9 Apr 
(BDP). 

All  11  reported  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  coastal.  A lost  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at 
Crissy  Field,  S.F.  2 May  (ASH).  An  impres- 
sive 7 Indigo  Buntings  included  a female  at 
Mt.  Davidson,  S.F  12  May  (TPSar),  a contin- 
uing male  at  Lafayette,  Contra  Costa  to  24 
Mar  (Maury  Stem),  a male  in  Carmel  Valley, 
Monterey  1 Mar-28  Apr  (Rusty  & Annette 
Kunz  et  al.),  a male  at  a feeder  in  Santa  Cruz 
24  Mar-16  Apr  (Barbara  Booth),  and  a 
female  at  Natural  Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  11 
May  (SGe).  Exceptional  were  males  16  May 
at  Island  Mountain  (DFx)  and  19-25  May  at 
Salyer  (RbF,  JEH),  Trinity’s  3rd  and  4th. 

BLACKBIRDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Tricolored  Blackbird  at  Ft.  Bragg, 
Mendocino  26  Apr  was  n.  of  its  usual  winter 
haunts  (RJK,  GEC,  MAM,  CEV).  A wander- 
ing Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  at  a feeder 
in  Glenshire,  Nevada  4 May  (Martin  Mey- 
ers). Our  wintering  Rusty  Blackbird  lasted 
until  8 Mar  in  Santa  Clara,  Santa  Clara. 

Great-tailed  Grackles  continue  to  colo- 
nize our  Region  and  were  widely  reported 
this  season;  some  day  (perhaps  soon)  they 
will  no  longer  be  notable.  Nesting  was 
reported  in  Alameda,  Mono,  Monterey,  and 
Santa  Cruz;  2 males  at  County  Line  Road  24 
May  were  Sutter’s  first  (JCS).  Hooded  Orioles 
also  continued  their  slow  expansion  north- 
ward (or  are  we  just  noticing  them  more?), 
with  four  reports  from  inland  Mendocino, 
one  from  Tehama,  and  2 pairs  from  Shasta, 
among  many  others.  Most  impressive  were 
pairs  26-30  May  at  Areata  (KMS,  DFx)  and 
28  May  at  Manila  (KGR),  both  Humboldt.  A 
singing  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Natural 
Bridges,  Santa  Cruz  29  May  (SGe). 

Off-course  Cassin’s  Finches  were  found 
in  Redding,  Shasta  29  Mar-1  Apr  (B&CY) 
and  Davis,  Yolo  2 Mar  (SCH).  Red  Crossbills 
were  widely  reported  coastally  from  Santa 
Cruz  to  Humboldt.  Evening  Grosbeaks  made 
stops  in  Redding,  Shasta  18  May  (B&CY) 
and  McKinleyville,  Humboldt  18-19  Apr 
(GSL,  LPL). 

EXOTICS 

The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  population 
near  King  City,  Monterey,  traced  to  a known 


release  in  1999  and  now  numbering  50+ 
birds  (J&HBa),  may  be  responsible  for 
sightings  in  Pacific  Grove,  Monterey,  and 
San  Juan  Bautista  this  winter,  although 
many  birds  in  se.  California  are  thought  to 
be  arriving  from  the  east. 

Corrigenda;  RS  submitted  the  following 
correction  to  our  fall  2002  report:  The 
migrant  Nuttall’s  Woodpecker  on  outer  Pt. 
Reyes  was  the  7th  transient  to  be  found 
there,  not  the  first.  A pair  even  nested  suc- 
cessfully in  1980! 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Steve  Abbott,  Kumaran  Aral,  Alan 
Baldridge,  Jim  & Helen  Banks,  Big  Sur 
Ornithology  Lab,  William  G.  Bousman 
(Santa  Clara),  Penelope  Bowen  (Alpine), 
Ken  Burton,  Rita  Carratello,  George  E. 
Chaniot,  Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris 
Conard  (Sacramento  & Yolo),  Jitn  Danzen- 
baker,  Jeff  N.  Davis,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V 
counties ),  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (S.F 
City),  Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias, 
Chris  G.  Emmons,  Andrew  Engilis,  Mike 
Feighner,  David  Fix  (Humboldt),  Rick 
Fournier,  Rob  Fowler  (RbF),  James  H.  Gain 
(Stanislaus),  Steve  Gerow,  Steven  A.  Glover 
(Contra  Costa),  William  E.  Grenfell  Jr.,  Steve 

C.  Hampton,  Stanley  W.  Harris,  Cliff  Hawley, 
Rob  Hewitt,  Craig  Hohenberger,  Alan  S. 
Hopkins,  Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity), 
Ken  Irwin,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Robert  J.  Keif- 
fer  (Mendocino),  Jon  King,  Rick  Lebaudour, 
Robin  L.C.  Leong  (Solano),  Gary  S.  Lester, 
Lauren  R Lester,  Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie 
Lieurance,  Jim  Lomax,  John  S.  Luther, 
Michael  A.  Manunoser,  Timothy  D.  Manolis, 
Blake  Matheson,  Robert  E.  Maurer,  Sean 
McAllister,  Mac  McCormick  (Plumas  & 
Sierra ),  Tristan  McKee,  Peter  J.  Metropulos 
(San  Mateo),  Dan  Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nelson 
(Mono),  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer),  Benjamin 

D.  Parmeter,  Pt.  Reyes  Bird  Observatory, 
Gary  W.  Potter,  Jude  C.  Power  (Humboldt), 
Peter  Pyle  (FI.),  Robert  W.  Reiling  (RWR), 
Will  Richardson,  Robert  J.  Richmond 
(Alameda),  Don  Roberson  (Monterey),  Kerry 
G.  Ross,  Steve  Rovell,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill 
(Sonoma),  Paul  Saraceni,  Jason  Scott, 
Michelle  Scott,  Shearwater  Journeys  (ShJ), 
David  Shuford,  Keith  M.  Slauson,  Rich  Stall- 
cup,  John  C.  Sterling,  Tim  Steuer  (Amador 
& El  Dorado),  Bradley  M.  Stovall,  Emilie 
Strauss,  David  L.  Suddjian  ( Santa  Cmz), 
Richard  Ternullo,  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Ronald  S. 
Thorn,  Jim  Tietz,  Francis  Toldi,  John  Tro- 
chet,  Steve  Tucker,  Frank  Vanslager,  Chuck 

E.  Vaughn,  Kent  Van  Vuren  ( Merced  & San 
Benito ),  Matt  Wachs,  Jerry  R.  White  (Lake), 
Brian  D.  Williams  (Nevada),  Roger  Wolf, 
Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  are  not  specifically  cited;  all  are 
very  much  appreciated.  © 
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Late  winter  and  spring  rains  ameliorated 
slightly  the  drought  conditions  that 
have  plagued  the  Region.  Although 
most  areas  still  received  average  or  below- 
average  precipitation,  the  rains  were  enough 
to  promote  a lush  growth  of  annuals  and 
drought-deciduous  shrubs  through  most  of 
the  Region.  As  a result,  migrants  were  scat- 
tered through  natural  habitats  rather  than 
being  concentrated  in  residential  areas,  parks, 
and  oases  as  they  were  in  2002,  and  many 
observers  commented  on  this  year’s  smaller 
concentrations  of  migrants.  Highlights  of  the 
spring  included  good  numbers  of  Murphy’s 
Petrels  on  two  long-range  pelagic  trips,  Cali- 
fornia’s fourth  Anhinga  near  the  south  end  of 
the  Salton  Sea,  and  an  unprecedented  spring 
vagrant  Black-backed  Wagtail  in  Inyo  County. 

We  note  that  the  publication  in  summer 
2003  of  Birds  of  the  Salton  Sea:  Status,  Bio- 
geography, and  Ecology  (M.  A.  Patten,  G. 
McCaskie,  and  R Unitl,  University  of  Califor- 
nia Press,  2003)  provides  us  with  a thorough 
and  up-to-date  benchmark  for  records  in  that 
important  part  of  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  E.A.EB. 


(South  Base  Ponds  at  Edwards  Air  Force 
Base,  se.  Kern);  F.C.R.  (Furnace  Creek 
Ranch,  Death  Valley  National  Monument, 
Inyo);  G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill  Park  in  extreme  e. 
Kern);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea, 
Riverside);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea, 
Imperial);  S.EK.R.P.  (South  Fork  Kern  River 
Preserve,  near  Weldon,  Kern);  VC.G.P  (Ven- 
tura County  Game  Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu 
Naval  Air  Station,  Ventura).  Because  virtually 
all  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by  many 
observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially  find- 
ing and  identifying  the  bird  are  included. 
Documentation  for  species  on  the  California 
Bird  Records  Committee  (C.B.R.C.)  review 
list  is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C.  Secretary 
and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  for 
Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

A Pacific  Foon,  a casual  spring  migrant 
through  the  interior,  was  at  N.E.S.S.  25  May 
(HBK).  A Yellow-billed  Foon  flying  n.  past 
Newport  Beach  26  Apr  (BED)  was  the  first  to 
be  reported  in  Orange , and  another  flying  n. 
past  Goleta  14  May  (EF-S)  was  the  3rd  to  be 
found  in  Santa  Barbara.  The  Red-necked 
Grebe  wintering  inland  on  L.  Perris,  River- 
side was  last  seen  6 Apr  (ART). 

Two  long-range  pelagic  trips  to  open 
waters  far  off  s.  California  between  Point 
Conception  and  Mexico  17-21  Apr  and 
24-28  Apr  (DD,  WW,  TMcG)  produced  62 
and  25  Murphy’s  Petrels,  a species  long  pre- 
sumed regular  over  these  waters  at  this  time 
of  the  year  but  previously  unconfirmed, 
along  with  12  and  2 Faysan  Albatrosses,  and 
2 and  5 Red-billed  Tropicbirds,  as  well  as  the 
expected  variety  of  shearwaters  and  multiple 
Feach’s  Storm-Petrels.  Another  Laysan 
Albatross  was  photographed  75  km  w.  of  San 
Miguel  1.  3 May  (DMH),  where  this  species 
is  regularly  in  small  numbers.  A Manx 
Shearwater  seen  from  Pt.  Vicente  17  Mar 
(KGF)  was  the  3rd  to  be  found  in  Los  Ange- 
les waters. 

The  Masked  Booby  found  on  San 
Clemente  I.  13  Jan  remained  through  29  Mar 
(BLS).  A male  Anhinga  at  Rainer  F.,  Imper- 
ial 5 Apr-12  Jun  (KEG)  was  the  4th  to  be 
found  in  California.  An  ad.  Fittle  Blue  Heron 
at  Upper  Newport  Bay,  Orange  30-31  May 
(MJ1) — along  with  single  ads.  inland  at 
E.A.EB.  24  May  (JCW)  and  the  Prado  Basin, 
Riverside  14  May  (DP),  and  a “calico”  bird 
near  Seeley,  Imperial  27  May  (JK) — were  the 
only  4 found  away  from  coastal  San  Diego.  A 
Tricolored  Heron  inland  near  Imperial  Dam, 
Imperial  25  Mar  (DQ)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  Reports  of  Reddish  Egrets 
included  the  continuing  bird  at  Pt.  Mugu, 
Ventura  2 Mar  (MSanM)  and  an  ad.  at  Chula 
Vista,  San  Diego  10  Apr  (GMcC).  The  Ven- 
tura Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  was  still 
present  10  Apr  (TMcG). 

Two  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks,  now 
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believed  extirpated  as  a breeding  bird  in  Cal- 
ifornia, were  near  Westmorland,  Imperial  23 
Apr  (AK).  A Brant  at  Piute  Ponds  near  Lan- 
caster, Los  Angeles  19  Apr  (JFe)  and  another 
at  C.L.  3-7  Apr  (SSt)  were  the  only  2 
reported  inland  away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  A 
Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Anaheim,  Orange  23  Apr 
(JW)  was  late,  and  another  at  Piute  Ponds  8 
Mar  (MSanM)  was  at  an  unexpected  loca- 
tion. A Harlequin  Duck  flew  n.  past  Pt. 
Piedras  Blancas,  San  Luis  Obispo  1 Apr 
(RAR),  and  the  wintering  bird  in  San  Diego 
was  still  present  24  May  (TP).  Four  Surf 
Scoters  near  Chino,  San  Bernardino  2 Apr 
(JEP)  and  single  birds  at  N.E.S.S.  3-7  May 
(CMcG),  S.E.S.S.  12-16  May  (BMi),  and  near 
Seeley  7 Jun  (GMcC)  were  migrants  moving 
n.  out  of  the  Gulf  of  California.  A White- 
winged Scoter  on  L.  Perris  13-22  Mar  (JaB) 
was  believed  to  have  wintered  locally.  Single 
Long-tailed  Ducks,  casual  inland,  were  near 
Cantil,  Ken i 25  Apr  (MSanM)  and  around 
Owens  L.,  Inyo  9-12  May  (MR).  Three 
Hooded  Mergansers  on  Ramer  L.  6 Apr 
(TMcG)  and  another  in  Blythe,  Riverside  16 
Apr  (RH)  were  unusually  late  for  these  areas. 

A first-summer  Mississippi  Kite  pho- 
tographed at  EC.R.  23  May  (JLD,  CH&RB) 
and  another  over  Claremont,  Los  Angeles  26 
May  (KW)  fit  the  late  May/early  Jun  pattern 
set  by  the  previous  20  spring  records.  The 
Harris’s  Hawk  around  Blythe  was  still  present 
at  the  end  of  the  period  (RH).  A Broad- 
winged Hawk,  unexpected  in  spring,  was  at 
Scissors  Crossing  in  e.  San  Diego  20  Apr 
(JoB).  An  impressive  2055  Swainson’s 
Hawks  passed  through  the  Borrego  Valley  in 
e.  San  Diego  27  Feb-26  Apr  (PJ).  A Zone- 
tailed Hawk  near  San  Diego  9 Apr  (KS)  was 
late  given  its  location  along  the  coast.  A Fer- 
ruginous Hawk  near  Seeley  28  Mar  (GMcC) 
was  late  for  this  area.  A Rough-legged  Hawk 
near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  19  Apr  (NS)  was 
unexpected  since  so  few  were  present  in  the 
Region  during  the  winter. 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Calling  Black  Rails  were  present  at  two  loca- 
tions in  the  Imperial  Valley,  Imperial  in 
Mar-May  (GCH,  GMcC),  suggesting  breed- 
ing. A Sandhill  Crane  in  Ridgecrest,  Kern  18 
Mar  (B&DB)  and  a very  late  one  at  Owens  L. 
20  May  (MR)  were  both  away  from  areas  of 
regular  occurrence. 

Up  to  6 wintering  Pacific  Golden- Plovers 
remained  at  Seal  Beach,  Orange  through  Mar 
(JFi),  and  one  of  the  2 at  the  Tijuana  R. 
mouth,  San  Diego  was  still  present  4 May 
(BMu);  up  to  16  on  San  Clemente  I.  4 
Mar-23  Apr  (BLS,  CWB)  may  have  wintered 
locally,  but  one  in  Goleta  31  Mar  (NAL)  and 
single  birds  inland  near  Holtville,  Imperial  7 
Apr  (TMcG)  and  Owens  L.  26-27  Mar  (MR) 
were  believed  to  be  spring  migrants.  The 
only  American  Golden-Plover  was  one  at 
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Piute  Ponds  10  May  (JFe),  though  single 
unidentified  golden-plovers  near  Morro  Bay 
San  Luis  Obispo  12  Apr  (GP),  Pt.  Piedras 
Blancas  19  May  (RAR),  and  inland  at  Blythe 
13  Apr  (RH)  could  have  been  this  species.  A 
late  Mountain  Plover  was  near  Holtville  7 
Apr  (TMcG).  An  American  Oystercatcher 
was  on  San  Nicolas  I.  30  May  (RAH). 

Solitary  Sandpipers  are  normally  rare  in 
spring,  so  17  in  the  e.  portion  of  the  Region 
17  Apr-19  May  along  with  4 in  coastal  Los 
Angeles  13  Apr-10  May  were  more  than 
expected.  Single  Black  Turnstones,  rare 
inland,  were  at  S.E.S.S.  2 May  (KLG)  and  at 
Salton  City  7 May  (GMcC).  Single  Ruddy 
Turnstones  at  E.A.FB.  9 May  (TMcG)  and 
C.L.  15  May  (SSt)  and  single  Red  Knots  in 
Blythe  29  Apr  (RH)  and  at  the  Kern  N.W.R., 
Kern  8 May  (ML)  were  the  only  ones  found 
inland  away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  A Sander- 
ling  at  Owens  L.  6-23  Mar  (MR,  CH&RB) 
may  have  wintered  locally,  while  single  birds 
at  C.L.  14  May  (SSt),  and  E.A.FB.  8 May 
(JCW)  and  20  May  (TMcG)  were  inland  and 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  A White-rumped 
Sandpiper  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  1 Jun  (LO, 
BED)  was  the  10th  to  be  found  in  s.  Califor- 
nia and  the  7th  at  this  time  of  the  year.  At 
least  2 Baird’s  Sandpipers,  very  rare  in 
spring,  were  at  Owens  L.  17-29  Mar  (MR, 
CH&RB),  and  single  birds  were  at  V.C.G.P. 
27  Mar  (DD),  C.L.  7 Apr  (SSt),  Piute  Ponds 
19  Apr  (MSanM)  and  2 May  (TMcG),  and 
E.A.FB.  20  May  (TMcG).  The  only  Semi- 
pahnated  Sandpipers  reported  were  single 
birds  at  Mojave  Narrows,  San  Bernardino  27 
Apr  (SJM),  N.E.S.S.  4 May  (HBK),  and 
S.E.S.S.  21  May  (GMcC).  The  wintering 
Ruff  around  s.  San  Diego  Bay  remained 
through  23  Apr  (PL).  Up  to  2 Red 
Phalaropes  at  E.A.FB.  9-17  May  (TMcG, 
AH)  and  another  near  Lancaster  17  May 
(JFe)  were  inland,  where  rare. 

At  least  3 Laughing  Gulls  in  San  Luis 
Obispo  in  Mar  and  Apr  (MBn,  JMC,  AFS, 
BAB)  and  single  birds  in  Goleta  29  Apr 
(WTF),  Playa  Del  Rey,  Los  Angeles  1 1 Apr-10 
May  (KGL),  and  Chula  Vista  1-30  Apr 
(GMcC)  were  on  the  coast,  where  unex- 
pected. A minimum  of  30  Franklin’s  Gulls  in 
the  e.  half  of  the  Region  7 Apr-26  May  and  6 
more  along  the  coast  17-24  May  were 
slightly  more  than  expected.  Single  Heer- 
mann’s  Gulls,  rare  inland,  were  at  S.E.S.S.  22 
Apr-12  May  (GMcC,  BMi),  near  Seeley  2 
May  (GMcC),  and  at  C.L.  6 May  (SSt).  A 
Mew  Gull  photographed  in  Bishop  8-10  May 
(J&DP)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  Inyo,  and 
another  at  S.E.S.S.  15  May  (TMcG)  may  have 
been  attempting  to  summer  locally.  A Her- 
ring Gull  near  Big  Pine,  Inyo  18  May  (T&JH) 
was  late  and  in  an  area  where  considered 
casual.  A Western  Gull  photographed  at 
Owens  L.  24  May  (SSt)  was  the  4th  to  be 
found  in  Inyo.  Single  Glaucous  Gulls  at 


Dana  Pt.,  Orange  26  Apr  (JW),  around  Morro 
Bay  12  Apr-18  May  (GP,  PP),  and  at  Pt. 
Piedras  Blancas  10  May  (RAR)  were  late. 
Two  Least  Terns  in  Blythe  7 May  (RH)  and  2 
more  at  N.E.S.S.  25  May  (HBK)  were  inland. 
A Pigeon  Guillemot  on  San  Clemente  I.  15 
May  (CWB)  was  unusually  far  south. 

DOVES  THOUGH  WAXWINGS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  at  Borrego  Springs, 
San  Diego  12  Apr  (BMu),  Beaumont,  River- 
side 4 May  (JJ),  and  in  the  Prado  Basin  26 
May  (JEP)  provide  additional  documentation 
of  this  species’  spread  westward  across  North 
America.  Single  White-winged  Doves  in 
Goleta  13-14  Apr  (TG)  and  25  May  (DMC), 
San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles  3 May  (KGL),  La 
Jolla,  San  Diego  5 May  (SES),  and  Pt.  Loma, 
San  Diego  11  May  (SES),  plus  3 in  Orange 
during  the  period  (DRW),  were  spring  “over- 
shoots” on  the  coast,  while  one  near  Cantil 
25  Apr  (MSanM)  was  exceptionally  early  for 
the  nw.  extreme  of  the  species’  breeding 
range.  A Ruddy  Ground-Dove  in  Blythe  30 
Mar  (RH)  and  2 at  EC.R.  23  May  OLD, 
CH&RB)  were  believed  present  since  last 
fall,  and  at  least  2 more  remained  in  Calipa- 
tria,  Imperial  through  the  end  of  the  period 
(GMcC).  A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  in  Blythe 
25  May  (RH)  was  an  early  spring  migrant,  as 
was  a Black-chinned  Hummingbird  near  El 
Centro  13  Mar  (KZK). 

Five  Acorn  Woodpeckers  in  e.  Kent  during 
the  period  (JCW)  and  single  birds  near  Lan- 
caster 10  May  OFe)  and  on  the  coast  in 
Irvine,  Orange  13  May  (PC)  were  well  away 
from  any  area  of  normal  occurrence.  A Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  at  G.H.P.  23-26  May  (JCW) 
was  remarkably  late. 

Wintering  Least  Flycatchers  remained  to  1 
Mar  in  Goleta  (DMC)  and  13  Mar  at  L.  Per- 
ris (JaB).  Thirteen  spring  transient  Gray  Fly- 
catchers noted  14  Apr-13  May  (many  more 
surely  went  unreported)  give  an  idea  of  this 
species’  migration  period;  one  remaining  to  4 
Apr  at  Wister,  S.E.S.S.  (GMcC)  was  latest 
date  ever  for  a wintering  bird  in  Salton  Sink, 
and  the  earliest  bird  on  territory  was  near  Big 
Pines  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts.,  Los  Angeles  19 
Apr  (KLG).  A migrant  Eastern  Phoebe  was 
in  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  30  Mar  (KGL).  The 
wintering  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  in  Irvine 
remained  until  the  very  late  date  of  24  May 
(LO).  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  arrived  in 
Blythe  by  21  Apr  (RH);  slightly  out  of  range 
was  one  at  Wildrose,  Inyo  30  May  (T&JH).  A 
silent  Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbird  at  G.H.P  31 
May-1  Jun  (E&AB,  TEW)  established  one  of 
the  few  records  of  a spring  vagrant  for  this 
complex  in  California.  Three  Cassin’s  King- 
birds in  Niland  on  7 Mar  (GMcC)  were 
unusual  for  the  Salton  Sink.  Eastern  King- 
birds, regular  in  late  spring,  were  near  San 
Pedro  (KGL)  and  in  Westchester  (RS),  Los 
Angeles  7 Jun,  and  2 others  were  at  EC.R.  24- 
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25  May  (AH,  VH)  and  8 Jun  (ELK).  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  were  at  Vandenberg  A.EB., 
Santa  Barbara  16  May  (AB),  at  G.H.P.  the 
same  day  (MSanM),  and  on  Pt.  Loma  25  May 
(SES,  TB). 

The  striking  decline  of  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  in  much  of  coastal  s.  California  con- 
tinues; for  example,  only  a single  bird  was 
reported  in  Orange  after  Mar  (DRW).  One  or 
2 Plumbeous  Vireos,  casual  in  spring  in  the 
desert  lowlands,  were  in  Lancaster  3-10  May 
(JFe).  A Cassins  Vireo  near  Santa  Margarita 
27  Mar  (MT)  was  the  earliest  ever  recorded 
in  San  Luis  Obispo.  Four  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  was  a good  showing  for  a species  that 
has  averaged  1.5  per  spring  in  the  Region  the 
past  10  years;  they  were  in  Wilmington,  Los 
Angeles  26  May  (JFe),  on  San  Clemente  I.  27 
May  (DJH),  in  Newport  Beach,  Orange  31 
May-2  Jun  (BED),  and  in  Trabuco  Canyon, 
Orange  10  Jun  (AS).  The  only  Red-eyed 
Vireo,  a declining  vagrant  to  California,  was 
at  Butterbrcdt  Spring  30  May  (MSanM).  A 
Wood  Thrush  in  Ridgecrest  8-10  Jun  (JS) 
was  the  3rd  for  Ken l and  only  the  17th  for 
California.  The  wintering  Brown  Thrasher  at 
Eaton  Canyon  in  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles 
remained  until  29  Apr  (TEW).  A California 
Thrasher  at  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  Los  Angeles 
on  1 Mar  (KGL)  may  have  been  the  same 
individual  present  several  years  until  1999. 

A Black-backed  Wagtail,  apparently  a sec- 


ond-year female,  at  Deep  Springs  10  May 
(CH&RB)  established  the  first  record  for 
Inyo  and  the  first  spring  vagrant  wagtail  of 
any  species  in  the  Region.  A flock  of  40 
Cedar  Waxwings  on  San  Nicolas  1.  1 Jun 
(RAH)  shows  how  late  this  species  can 
remain  in  spring. 

WARBLERS 

A Blue-winged  Warbler,  which  averages 
fewer  than  one  per  spring  in  the  Region,  was 
at  Butterbredt  Spring  26  May  (SBT).  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  were  at  Butterbredt  Spring  4 
(MMcQ)  & 25  May  (SBT)  and  at  Barstow, 
Sun  Bernardino  10  May  (WTF);  2 were  on 
San  Nicolas  1.  1 Jun  (RAH).  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  subspecies  limits  (between 
V c.  sordida  of  the  Channel  Islands  and  adja- 
cent mainland  and  V c.  lutescei is  of  the 
remainder  of  the  species’  California  range) 
are  dynamic  and  deserving  of  research;  sor- 
dida  is  thought  to  predominate  in  coastal 
Orange,  but  this  spring  confirmed  breeders 
ascribed  to  lutescens  were  found  within  10 
km  of  the  coast  (MJ1,  RAE).  A Virginia’s 
Warbler  in  Bishop  7 May  (j&DP)  was  the 
first  of  the  spring,  and  a migrant  in  Blythe  17 
May  (RH)  was  at  an  unusual  locality.  Nine 
Northern  Parulas  were  at  coastal  localities  20 
Apr-15  Jun,  and  another  10  were  in  the 
desert  interior  10-25  May. 

Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  in  Kern  at 


Jawbone  Canyon  17  May  (DPe)  and  Butter- 
bredt Spring  31  May  (SSt).  A Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  in  Santa  Barbara  19  Mar-16  Apr 
(BN)  had  undoubtedly  wintered  in  the  area. 
The  Magnolia  Warbler  in  Culver  City,  Los 
Angeles  noted  in  the  winter  report  remained 
until  6 May  (DS);  different  males  were  on  San 
Clemente  I.  19  & 26  May  (BLS).  Wintering 
Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  in 
National  City,  San  Diego  until  9 Apr  (DWA) 
and  in  Glendale,  Los  Angeles  21  Mar-6  Apr 
(RB);  a spring  vagrant  was  at  Oso  Flaco  L., 
San  Luis  Obispo  27  May  (BKS).  Three 
Townsend  x Hermit  Warbler  hybrids  in  Hunt- 
ington Beach,  Orange  11  May  (DRW)  was 
surely  a high  single-day  count  for  the  Region. 
A male  Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Butterbredt 
Spring  26  May  (MBr)  established  the  3rd 
spring  record  for  Kern.  Yellow-throated  War- 
blers were  at  Butterbredt  Spring  10  May 
(MMcQ),  Glen  Helen  Park,  San  Bernardino  13 
May  (DAG),  Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  21 
May  (KAH),  Huntington  Beach  30  May  (IH), 
and  Pt.  Loma  29-30  May  (PAG);  only  1981 
yielded  a higher  spring  total  (6)  for  the 
Region.  Two  singing  Grace’s  Warblers  were 
in  the  fir  zone  on  Clark  Mt.,  San  Bernardino 
24  May+  (MBr,  DV).  Singing  male  Bay- 
breasted Warblers  were  at  G.  H.  P.  30  May 
(TMcG,  MSanM)  and  at  Torrance,  Los  Angeles 
6-7  Jun  (DM).  A Blackpoll  Warbler,  casual  in 
spring,  was  in  Irvine  31  May  (BED).  Palm 


This  female  Magnolia  Warbler  was  first  found  by  the  photographer  in  a residential  area  of  Culver  City  during  the  Los  Angeles  C.B.C.  5 January  2003.  It  was  last  seen  on  6 May  (here  4 May), 
after  which  date  it  presumably  migrated.  This  is  one  of  the  few  documented  instances  of  overwintering  of  this  eastern  paruiid  in  southern  California.  Photograph  by  Don  Sterba. 
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Warblers  were  more  numerous  than  usual 
this  spring,  with  one  in  National  City  29  Mar 
(perhaps  wintering  locally),  4 in  s.  Los  Ange- 
les 6-27  Apr  (KSG,  DM,  KGL),  one  at  Camp 
Pendleton,  San  Diego  6 May  (PAG),  and  very 
late  birds  at  Pt.  Loma  7 Jun  (DL)  and  San 
Juan  Capistrano,  Orange  13  jun  (BED);  in  the 
interior,  one  was  at  Panamint  Springs,  Inyo  20 
May  (T&JF1). 

The  latest  of  several  wintering  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  was  at  Ladera  Park,  Los  Ange- 
les 21  Apr  (RB);  11  migrants  were  found 
along  the  coast  30  Apr-2  Jun,  and  another  11 
were  in  Inyo  and  Ken i 6 May+.  Known  win- 
tering American  Redstarts  remained  as  late  as 
11  Apr  at  Redondo  Beach,  Los  Angeles  (DM) 
and  3 May  at  S.E.S.S.  (AEK);  only  3 migrants 
were  reported  on  the  coastal  slope  (14  May-2 
Jun),  along  with  9 on  the  deserts  in  May.  Six 
Ovenbirds  were  along  the  coast  1 May-1  Jun, 
including  a road  kill  on  San  Clemente  1.  26 
May  (KMS,  DJH;  *S.D.N.H.M.).  Surprisingly, 
only  4 Northern  Waterthrushes  were 
reported:  up  to  3 at  Haiwee  Res.,  Inyo  18-31 
May  (SSt)  and  one  at  Butterbredt  Spring  19 
May  (SSo).  A Worm-eating  Warbler  at  Butter- 
bredt Spring  17-20  May  (TM)  established  the 
3th  record  for  Kem.  Prothonotary  Warblers 
appeared  at  EC.R.  24  May  (BLS)  and  San 
Nicolas  I.  1 Jun  (RAH).  The  wintering  Ken- 
tucky Warbler  at  Costa  Mesa,  Orange  was 
present  to  24  Mar  (BH);  another  was  at 
Ridgecrest  26  May  (SSt),  along  with  a male 
Mourning  Warbler  (RT).  Hooded  Warblers 
were  at  Anza-Borrego  Desert  S.  P,  San  Diego 
15  May  (BMu,  TMcG),  San  Nicolas  1.  31  May 
(RAH),  G.H.P.  7 Jun  (KHL),  and  Solana 
Beach,  San  Diego  15  June  (SSu);  the  wintering 
bird  at  Coronado,  San  Diego  remained  to  1 1 
Apr  (EAC).  A Red-faced  Warbler  at  Long 
Beach  10  Jun  (KSG)  was  the  first  for  the  low- 
lands of  Los  Angeles ; 10  of  California’s  14 
records  are  from  May  and  Jun.  The  Painted 
Redstart  that  wintered  at  Palm  Desert,  River- 
side remained  until  23  Mar  (LH),  the  same 
departure  date  as  last  year. 

TANA6ERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Hepatic  Tanager  on  Clark  Mt.  24  May 
(MBr,  DV)  was  at  a locality  where  the 
species  has  bred.  An  ad.  male  Scarlet  Tan- 
ager was  at  Montana  de  Oro  S.  P.,  San  Luis 
Obispo  24  May  (JSR).  A Western  Tanager 
near  Seeley  22  Mar  (BMi)  probably  wintered 
locally,  as  the  earliest  spring  record  for  the 
Salton  Sink  is  4 Apr. 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  near  Bakersfield  5 
Apr  (K&BK)  furnished  the  earliest  spring 
record  for  Kern , and  one  at  S.E.S.S.  21  May 
(GMcC)  was  the  latest  spring  record  for  the 
Salton  Sink.  A singing  Cassin’s  Sparrow  se. 
of  Llano  at  the  n.  base  of  the  San  Gabriel 
Mts.,  Los  Angeles  27  May  (JSk)  was  not 
wholly  unexpected  given  the  spring’s  lush 
annual  growth.  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at 


Cactus  City,  Riverside  18  May  (CMcG)  was 
the  only  one  reported.  Lingering  Vesper 
Sparrows  were  on  the  Carrizo  Plain,  San  Luis 
Obispo  18-19  Apr  (AFS),  at  Castaic  L.,  Los 
Angeles  6 May  (MSanM),  and  G.H.P  31  May 
(TEW).  Two  Sage  Sparrows  of  the  dark  cis- 
montane  belli  subspecies  were  noted  well 
away  from  known  areas  of  residence:  one  at 
Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  Los  Angeles  30  Mar- 1 2 
Apr  (KGL)  and  one  s.  of  Newport  Beach, 
Orange  12  Mar  (RAH).  Migrant  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  at  Playa  del  Rey,  Los  Angeles 
5 Apr  (DSC)  and  in  Bishop  7 May  (J&DP); 
single  birds  near  Cantil,  Kern  8 Mar 
(MSanM)  and  at  Morongo  Valley,  San 
Bernardino  9-17  Apr  (MJSM)  were  thought 
to  have  been  wintering  locally.  Lingering 
winter  White-throated  Sparrows  remained 
to  28  Apr  at  Santa  Barbara  (DMC),  to  12  Apr 
in  Los  Angeles  (TEW),  and  to  23  Apr  in  San 
Diego;  3 migrants  were  on  the  deserts  of 
Kern  and  Inyo  30  Apr — 10  May  (BB, 
CH&RB,  T&JH).  A Golden-crowned  Spar- 
row flying  s.  306  km  w.  of  San  Diego  20  Apr 
(TMcG)  was  certainly  lost.  Three  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  of  the  montane  sub- 
species oriantha  were  noted  as  migrants  in 
coastal  Santa  Barbara  and  Orange  18  Apr-5 
May,  and  a bird  at  EC.R.  23  May  OLD) 
showed  characters  of  the  nominate  e.  boreal 
race  leucophiys  (for  which  there  is  no  Cali- 
fornia specimen).  The  only  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows reported  were  at  Butterbredt  Spring  8 
Mar-10  May  (TEW)  and  at  Lone  Pine,  Inyo 
16  Apr  (JLW).  A Gray-headed  Junco  (Junco 
hyemalis  caniceps ) was  at  Butterbredt  Spring 
26  May  (KHL). 

Six  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  along  the 
coast  15-31  May  and  8 on  the  Kern  and  Inyo 
deserts  13  May-6  Jun  was  a normal  showing. 
With  only  3 Indigo  Bunting  sightings  sub- 
mitted (9-16  May),  we  suspect  that  some 
records  of  this  species  went  unreported. 

Up  to  5 Bobolinks  were  at  EC.R.  23-25 
May  (JLD,  BLS,  TEW),  and  another  was  at  C. 
L.  22  May  (SSt).  A male  Common  Grackle  in 
the  Sepulveda  Basin,  Encino,  Los  Angeles  26 
Apr-4  May  (JA)  was  the  2nd  for  this  locality. 
Up  to  3 wintering  Bronzed  Cowbirds  at  La 
Quinta,  Riverside  remained  until  10  Apr 
(PEL).  Wintering  Baltimore  Orioles 
remained  to  14  Apr  at  Ventura  (WW)  and  to 
3 Apr  at  Long  Beach  (KSG);  spring  vagrants 
were  at  Blythe  13  Apr  (RH),  Goleta  14-21 
Apr  (EL-S,  WTF),  and  Huntington  Beach 
25-26  May  (DRW). 

A breeding  pair  of  Purple  Finches  near  San 
Juan  Capistrano  in  Apr  and  May  (MRo, 
DRW)  significantly  extended  the  species’ 
breeding  range  coastward  in  Orange.  Red 
Crossbills  bred  in  exotic  pines  in  Barstow  in 
Apr  and  May  (HBK,  PK).  An  American 
Goldfinch  in  Jawbone  Canyon  16  May 
(MSanM)  was  the  latest  spring  record  for  e. 
Kem. 


EXOTICS 

A small  population  of  Peach-faced  Lovebirds 
( Agapornis  roseicollis)  continues  to  be  pres- 
ent at  Nipomo,  San  Luis  Obispo , with  up  to 
13  birds  at  a feeder  in  Mar  (DMacC).  An  ad. 
male  Painted  Bunting  at  Castaic,  Los  Angeles 
1 May  (DAG)  is  best  regarded  as  an  escapee. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Jim  Abernathy,  Douglas  W.  Aguil- 
lard,  Bob  Barnes,  James  Barr  (JaB),  Joe  Barth 
(JoB),  Richard  Barth,  Tom  Blackman,  Bill  A. 
Bouton,  Matt  Brady  (MBr),  Eric  and  Ann 
Brooks  (E&AB),  Adam  Brown,  Mark  Brown 
(MBn),  Brenda  and  Dan  Burnett  (B&DB), 
Christopher  W.  Burney,  Jaime  M.  Chavez, 
David  M.  Compton  ( Santa  Barbara ),  Peyton 
Cook,  Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Elizabeth  A.  Copper, 
Brian  E.  Daniels,  Don  Desjardin,  Jon  L.  Dunn, 
Tom  M.  Edcll  (San  Luis  Obispo ),  Richard  A. 
Erickson,  Michael  U.  Evens  (San  Diego),  Jon 
Feenstra  (JFe),  John  Fitch  (JFi),  Wes  T.  Fritz, 
Kimball  L.  Garrett  (Los  Angeles),  Tom  Galvan, 
Pete  A.  Ginsberg,  John  E Green  (Riverside), 
Daniel  A.  Guthrie,  Robert  A.  Hamilton,  Bev- 
erly Hargrove,  Karen  A.  Havlena,  Gjon  C. 
Hazard,  D.  Mitch  Hcindcl,  Tom  & Jo  Heindel 
(Inyo),  Lynn  Hemink,  Roger  Higson,  David  J. 
Hof,  Irene  Horiuchi,  Chris  Howard  & Rosie 
Beach  (CH&RB),  Andrew  Howe,  Vernon 
Howe,  Marshall  J.  lliff,  Jerry  Johnson,  Paul 
Jorgensen,  A1  Kalin,  Eric  L.  Kershner,  Howard 
B.  King,  Peyton  Kirk,  Alexander  E.  Koonce 
(San  Bernardino),  Jim  Kuhn,  Kenneth  Z.  Kur- 
land, Ken  and  Brenda  Kyle,  Dan  Langhoff, 
Max  Lathum,  Kevin  G.  Larson,  Paul  E. 
Lehman,  Nick  A.  Lethaby,  Kelli  Heindel 
Levinson,  Peter  Lonsdale,  Elsy-Britt  Lund- 
berg-Schildt,  Donna  MacCarley,  Guy 
McCaskie  (Imperial),  Chet  McGaugh,  Todd 
McGrath,  Michael  McQuerrey,  Thomas  Miko, 
Bob  Miller  (BMi),  David  Moody,  Brennan 
Mulrooney  (BMu),  Stephen  J.  Myers,  Barbara 
Neher,  Leo  Ohtsuki,  Jim  & Debby  Parker 
(J&DP),  Dharm  Pellegrini,  Dave  Pereksta 
(DPe),  James  E.  Pike,  Tim  Plunkett,  Gary  Pot- 
ter, Peter  Pyle,  David  Quady,  Mike  Romich 
(MRo),  Richard  A.  Rowlett,  Jim  S.  Royer, 
Miko  Ruhlen  and  other  Point  Reyes  Bird 
Observatory  surveyors  (MR),  Mike  San 
Miguel,  Michael  J.  San  Miguel,  Allan  Sander, 
Alan  E Schmierer,  Brad  K.  Schram,  Joyce  Sei- 
bold,  Jeff  Skevington  (JSk),  Keith  Smeltzer, 
Susan  E.  Smith,  Steve  Sosensky  (SSo),  Nancy 
Spear,  Susan  Steele  (SSt),  Don  Sterba,  Russell 
Stone,  Khara  M.  Strum,  Brian  L.  Sullivan, 
Steve  Summers  (SSu),  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Ryan 
Terrill,  Anna  R.  Torfason,  Mike  Tyner,  David 
Vander  Pluym,  Ken  Watanabe,  Walter  Wehtje 
(Ventura),  Joel  Weintraub,  Judy  L.  Wickman, 
Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange),  John  C.  Wilson 
(Kem),  Thomas  E.  Wurster.  An  additional 
25+  observers  who  could  not  be  individually 
acknowledged  submitted  reports  this  season; 
all  have  our  thanks.  © 
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Richard  A.  Erickson 
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20  Executive  Park,  Suite  200 
Irvine,  California  92614 
(richard.erickson@lsa-assoc.com) 

Marshall  J.  Iliff 

246  East  16th  Street,  Unit  B 
Costa  Mesa,  California  92627 
(Miliff@aol.com) 


Eduardo  Palacios 

Ecologia,  Centro  de  Investigation  Cientifica 
y Education  Superior  de  Ensenada 
Miraflores  334,  Fracc.  Bella  Vista 
La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur  23050  Mexico 
(U.S.  mailing  address:  P.0.  Box  434844 
San  Diego,  California  92143-4844) 
(epalacio@cicese.mx) 

Roberto  Carmona 

Departamento  de  Biologia  Marina 
Universidad  Autdnoma  de  Baja  California  Sur 
Apartado  Postal  19-B 
La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur,  Mexico 
(beauty@uabcs.mx) 


Birder  coverage  was  light  this  season,  but 
more-organized  activities  included  nest- 
ing pelican  and  cormorant  surveys  by 
Palacios,  Gress,  and  others  in  northwestern 
Baja  California,  rail  surveys  by  Palacios  and 
others  in  northwestern  Baja  California,  and 
ongoing  monitoring  projects  led  by  Hinojosa- 
Huerta  along  the  Rio  Colorado  and  by  Car- 
mona in  the  La  Paz  area.  Rainfall  levels 
remained  low,  but  the  timing  of  storms  was 
apparently  perfectly  timed  to  maximize  their 
benefit  for  nesting  birds.  Guest  editor  Marshall 
Iliff  sat  in  for  the  honeymooning  Robb  Hamil- 
ton this  season. 

Abbreviations:  C.RG.R  (Cerro  Prieto  geother- 
mal ponds);  M.F.O.  (Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology). 

GREBES  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

The  peninsula’s  first  breeding  confirmation 
for  Clark’s  Grebe  was  unexpected  at  hyper- 
saline  C.RG.R,  where  a pair  tended  a nest  with 
two  eggs  29  May  (DSC,  RAE,  MJ1).  Potential 
nesting  was  reported  previously  to  the  west  at 
Laguna  Salada  (M.F.O.  3:  33)  and  Presa 
Rodriguez  near  Tijuana  (N.A.B.  56:  489). 

Seawatches  25-26  Mar  from  Punta  Col- 
orada,  along  the  e.  Cape  of  Baja  California  Sur, 
were  productive  (CPD).  Peak  counts  for 
selected  species  were  10  Sooty  Shearwaters,  6 
Black  Storm-Petrels,  and  100  Pink-footed 
Shearwaters.  Observers  are  reminded  to  make 
their  identifications  with  caution  off  the  s. 
section  of  the  Region;  s.  of  La  Paz,  several 
species  that  would  be  w.  U.S.A.  mega-rarities 
become  regular,  specifically  including  Wedge- 
tailed and  Townsend’s  Shearwaters  and 
Wedge-rumped  Storm-Petrel.  For  example,  3 
small,  dark,  white-rumped  storm-petrels  seen 
from  Punta  Colorada  25  Mar  (CPD)  probably 
pertained  to  this  latter  species. 

Two  ad.  male  Brown  Boobies  on  Middle 
Rock,  Islas  Los  Coronados,  in  nw.  Baja  Cali- 
fornia 22  May  (MJ1  et  al.)  may  have  been 
returning  birds  from  last  year.  Confirmation 
of  nesting  has  yet  to  be  obtained  from  that 
site,  although  2 birds  were  incubating  there  in 
2002  (one  on  a Western  Gull  egg;  N.A.B.  56: 
489).  Two  Neotropic  Cormorants  at  El  Cente- 
nario,  BCS  6 May  (RC,  DG)  evidenced  the 
species’  continued  presence  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict. 

Rare  herons  along  the  Rio  Colorado  29  May 
included  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  e.  of  Victo- 
ria and  an  ad.  Reddish  Egret  e.  of  Murguia 
(DSC,  RAE,  MJI).  Although  about  the  6th 
Regional  Colorado  Desert  record,  the  egret 
was  the  northernmost  and  one  of  the  earliest, 
while  the  heron  represented  a first  for  the  Col- 
orado Desert  subregion. 

The  number  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  had  dropped 
off  by  Mar,  with  just  2 remaining  10  (RC)  & 
23  Mar  (GC).  The  tardier  waterfowl  this  sea- 
son included  a Brant  at  C.RG.R  29  May  (RAE, 
DSC,  MJI),  a Snow  Goose  in  the  Mexicali  Val- 
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ley  at  Ejido  Jiquilpan  4 Mar  (DSC),  single 
male  Blue-winged  Teal  at  the  Rio  del  Rosario 
and  Rio  Guadalupe  estuaries  19  May  (RAE), 
80  Northern  Pintails  and  2 Green-winged  Teal 
at  the  Rio  del  Rosario  estuary  19  May  (RAE), 
2 Green-winged  Teal  at  Lagunita  El  Cipres  19 
May  (RAE),  and  single  Buffleheads  at  Presa 
Rodriguez  and  the  Rio  Guadalupe  estuary  7 
May  (MJI).  Stellar  duck  counts  included  350 
Mallards  and  80  Gadwall  at  Parque  de  la 
Amistad,  Tijuana  8 Mar  (MJI),  600+  Ruddy 
Ducks  at  Presa  Rodriguez  8 Mar  (MJI),  and 
30-50  Ring-necked  Ducks  on  Canal  de 
Reforma,  s.  of  Algodones,  5 Mar  (DSC).  One 
of  the  seasons  highlights  was  the  Regions  first 
Harlequin  Duck,  a female  found  with  Surf 
Scoters  at  La  Joya,  BC  7-9  Mar  (tRAE,  tMJI, 
ph.  KAR,  CR).  Given  that  adjacent  San  Diego 
has  had  a handful  of  records  (four  through 
1984;  R Unitt,  The  Birds  of  San  Diego  County, 
1984),  the  species  had  been  predicted  to 
occur;  Mexico’s  only  previous  records  are 
from  Puerto  Penasco  26  Mar-9  Apr  1977  and 

2-3  there  12  Jan-4  Mar  1990  (Russell  and 
Monson,  The  Birds  of  Sonora,  1998). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  El  Sauzal  Osprey  nest  reported  last  year 
( N.A.B . 56:  490)  was  active  again  this  spring 
on  19  May  (RAE).  The  winter  season’s  Har- 
lan’s Hawk  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  continued 
through  10  Mar  (RC). 

Additional  rail  surveys  this  spring  failed  to 
reveal  Black  Rails  at  new  sites  or  even  along 
the  lower  Rio  San  Telmo,  but  they  were  found 
at  two  Bahia  San  Quintin  sites  (EP  et  al.) . Far 
less  expected  in  spring  than  fall,  a Solitary 
Sandpiper  along  the  Rio  Colorado  s.  of  Algo- 
dones 11  Apr  (DSC)  was  the  2nd  Regional 
Colorado  Desert  record  this  century.  Before 
that,  it  had  been  over  100  years  since  2 were 
found — in  Apr  1894  (M.FO.  3:  42).  Two  Red 
Knots  at  El  Centenario,  BCS  6 Mar  were 
locally  rare  (RC,  DG).  Wilson’s  Snipe  is 
extremely  rare  into  May,  and  one  at  El  Rosario 
19  May  (RAE)  may  be  the  Regions  latest, 
while  a Wilsons  Phalarope  at  the  Rio  Santo 
Tomas  estuary  7-8  Jun  (JEP)  was  probably 
also  a late  spring  migrant. 

Although  small  numbers  are  expected  each 
spring  at  the  Salton  Sea,  an  ad.  Franklin’s  Gull 
at  C.RG.R  12  Apr  (tDSC),  was  only  the  9th 
for  the  Colorado  Desert  subregion.  Five  West- 
ern Gulls  at  Punta  Colorada  24  Mar  (CPD) 
were  noteworthy  for  the  e.  Cape  region,  where 
decidedly  scarce.  A genuine  Regional  rarity  at 
any  season,  a first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  at  El 
Sauzal,  BC  7 May  (tMJI)  was  unprecedented 
on  so  late  a date.  Other  gulls  of  interest  were 
an  ad.  Sabine’s  Gull  seen  from  shore  at  Cabo 
San  Lucas  19  Apr  (RH)  and  3 ad.  Laughing 
Gulls  at  C.RG.P.  29  May  (MJI,  DSC,  RAE), 
where  they  have  attempted  to  nest  in  the  past. 

Gull-billed  Terns  are  rare  in  Baja  California 
Sur,  but  2-4  have  been  at  El  Centenario  since 
Oct  2002;  2 were  there  20  May  (RC,  DG).  Six 
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Elegant  Terns  at  Punta  Colorada  24-26  Mar 
(CPD)  were  returning  spring  migrants.  Exten- 
sive color-banding  of  Black  Skimmers  has 
shed  much  light  on  their  movements  among 
colonies  in  San  Diego , Orange,  and  the  Salton 
Sea  ( Western  Birds  27:  127-143).  Dispersal  of 
Salton  Sea  birds  to  the  coast  was  demon- 
strated by  5 birds  marked  at  the  sea  that  were 
observed  at  Lagunita  El  Cipres  19  May  (RAE). 

Hefty  alcid  counts  were  made  off  nw.  Baja 


This  female  Harlequin  Duck  was  photographed  at  La  Joya,  Baja 
California  9 March  2003.  This  bird,  present  7-9  March,  repre- 
sented the  first  record  for  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  and 

one  of  few  for  Mexico.  Photograph  by  Kurt  A.  Radamaker. 

California  this  spring,  with  250  Cassin’s  Auk- 
lets  s.  of  Isla  San  Martin  20  May  (RAE  et  al.) 
and  103  Xantus’s  Murrelets  ne.  of  Islas  Los 
Coronados  22  May  (MJI  et  al.). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Barn  Owl  on  Islas  Todos  Santos  21  May 
(RAE  et  al.)  may  be  the  first  recorded  there.  A 
Gila  Woodpecker  at  Canon  de  Guadalupe,  on 
the  e.  side  of  the  Sierra  Juarez  16  Mar  (RAE, 
ERL),  was  in  an  area  where  subspecific  affini- 
ties are  disputed  (M.FO.  3:  48).  Also  in  the 
Colorado  Desert,  where  rare,  was  a Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  at  Campo  Mosqueda  6 
Mar  (DSC).  Rare  anywhere  in  the  Region,  up 
to  2 Downy  Woodpeckers  were  at  Parque 
Morelos,  Tijuana  8 Mar  (MJI).  The  Willow 
Flycatcher  is  a common — and  late — migrant 
through  ne.  Baja  California,  so  23  counted  at 
various  spots  there  29  May  (DSC  et  al.)  is 
probably  not  unusual.  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  at 
San  Felipe  5 Mar  (tDSC)  was  unusual,  as 
there  is  but  one  record  published  previously 
for  ne.  Baja  California. 

The  only  Bell’s  Vireo  reported  from  ne.  Baja 
California  this  season  was  one  singing  in 
mesquite  w.  of  Algodones  29  May  (MJI,  RAE). 
Two  Warbling  Vireos  at  separate  locations  s. 
of  Algodones  4 & 5 Mar  (DSC)  appear  to  be 
the  earliest  spring  migrants  ever  recorded  in 
the  Region.  This  spring,  American  Crows 
were  documented  nesting  at  Tecate,  El  Sauzal, 
and  Ensenada  (RAE,  ERL).  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  identified  by  Howell 
et  al.  (M.FO.  3:  184)  as  possible  breeders  in 
Baja  California  Sur,  and  juvs.  were  observed  at 
Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  1 Jul  2001  (Alvaro 
Jaramillo),  but  a pair  at  a nest  near  Cabo  San 
Lucas  15-22  Apr  (ph.  RH)  provided  the  first 
nesting  confirmation  for  the  state. 

House  Wrens  were  present  in  most  ranch- 
yards  with  structures  in  ne.  Baja  California 

3-6  Mar,  but  all  were  gone  by  1 1 Apr  (DSC). 


Uncommon  visitors  in  ne.  Baja  California 
included  4 Western  Bluebirds  at  San  Felipe  6 
Mar  and  an  American  Robin  s.  of  Algodones 

4-5  Mar  (all  DSC).  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
have  been  recorded  recently  on  the  islands  off 
nw.  Baja  California  (M.FO.  3:  226),  but  nest- 
ing had  apparently  not  been  confirmed  for 
decades  (S.R.  Wilbur,  Birds  of  Baja  California, 
1987);  one  of  4 birds  on  the  s.  island  of  Islas 
Todos  Santos  21  May  was  carrying  food  for  its 
offspring.  Also  on  the  island  that  day  was  an 
American  Redstart,  the  only  one  reported  this 
season  (both  RAE).  We  judged  a female  Wil- 
son’s Warbler  south  of  Playas  de  Tijuana  8 
Mar  to  be  more  likely  a wintering  bird  than  an 
early  migrant  (MJI). 

More  (non-Abert’s)  towhees  than  expected 
(M.FO.  3:  54)  were  found  s.  of  Algodones, 
with  3 Green-taileds  and  “small  numbers”  of 
Spotteds  4-5  Mar  and  one  Spotted  11  Apr 
(DSC).  Also  near  Algodones  was  a singing 
male  Northern  Cardinal  6 May  (OH-H  et  al  ), 
presumably  from  the  small  population  farther 
upriver  and  therefore  the  first  wild  bird 
reported  from  the  n.  45%  of  the  Region  (Con- 
dor 49:  84).  Of  course,  the  possibility  that  the 
bird  was  an  escapee  cannot  be  ruled  out  (cf. 
M.FO.  3:  233,  256).  Noteworthy  icteric!  obser- 
vations included  25  Tricolored  Blackbirds  at  a 
newly-discovered  colony  site  near  San  Quin- 
tin 19-20  May  (RAE),  2000  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  near  Ejido  Jiquilpan  in  ne.  Baja 
California  3 Mar  (DSC),  and  a record  count  of 
16  Bronzed  Cowbirds  in  ne.  Baja  California  29 
May  (MJI  et  al.). 


EXOTIC  SPECIES 

Two  Spotted  Doves  were  in  Tijuana  8 Mar 
(TMJI).  More  interesting  and  enigmatic  was 
an  unbanded  singing  Dickcissel  in  a cage  at 
the  Tijuana  Zoo  7 May-11  Sep  (MJI).  We 
assume  the  bird  was  transported  there,  but 
House  Sparrows  (occasional  flock-mates  of 
Dickcissels)  seemed  to  be  trapped  in  these 
cages  as  well,  and  it  is  certainly  possible  that 
this  was  a wild  bird  associating  with  the  spar- 
rows. 

UNDOCUMENTED  RECORD 

In  ne.  Baja  California,  a Sandwich  Tern  was  at 
Isla  Montague  19  Apr  (EM).  This  would  rep- 
resent the  first  Regional  record,  so  complete 
documentation  is  required  for  full  acceptance. 
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Rains  were  late  throughout  Mexico,  with 
record-high  temperatures  through 
most  of  the  period  and  with  the  first 
rains  falling  as  late  as  late  May  in  many  places. 


NORTHERN  MEXICO 


Heron  with  nestlings  were  found  in  tall  cot- 
tonwoods w.  of  Casas  Grandes  29  May,  along 
with  at  least  15  ads.  (BH,  SD).  Seven  ads.  at 
Colonia  Juarez,  Chih.  29  May  also  suggest 
breeding.  Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  indicate 
no  breeding  records  for  Chih.,  but  Sartor  O. 


Arvin  notes  from  a trip  to  Gomez  Farias  in 
the  first  week  of  Apr  that  the  tropical  decid- 
uous forest  was  dry  and  partially  leafless  but 
that  trees  at  subtropical  elevations  (mostly 
oaks)  were  freshly  leafed  out;  many  trees 
and  vines  were  flowering  and/or  fruiting.  He 
also  noted  that  several  summer  residents  of 
the  area  had  not  yet  arrived:  Plumbeous 
Kite,  Mangrove  Cuckoo,  Brown-crested  Fly- 
catcher, Streaked  Flycatcher,  Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher,  Yellow-green  Vireo,  Brown- 
capped  Vireo,  and  Black-headed  Nightin- 
gale-Thrush. 


Abbreviations:  B.V.C.  (Bosque  Venustiano 
Carranza,  Torreon,  Coah.),  C.d.H  (Canon  de 
Fernandez,  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.). 


PELICANS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

Two  Brown  Pelicans  were  reported  in  the 
large  reservoir  near  Santiago,  N.L.  11  Mar 
(RB,  JH).  Green  Herons  were  numerous  on 
the  Rio  Casas  Grandes,  Chih.  29  May  (BH, 
SD).  Three  nests  of  Black-crowned  Night- 


Williams  111  has  found  them  nesting  in  s. 
Chih.  in  the  past  (fide  BH).  At  least  3 ad. 
Boat-billed  Herons  were  on  the  Rio  Frio 
below  Gomez  Farias,  Tamps. 

1 Apr  (JA). 

An  ad.  Black  Vulture  with 

2 fledglings  (downy  feathers 
still  around  their  necks) 
were  at  Casa  de  Janos,  Chih. 

31  May,  documenting  breed- 
ing at  this  n.  fringe  of  its 
range;  another  ad.  was  care- 
fully guarding  an  apparent 
nest  site  in  a huge  cotton- 
wood at  Casas  Grandes  29 
May  (BH,  SD). 

Three  pairs  of  Wood 
Ducks  were  in  the  Casas 
Grandes  area  29  May,  indi- 
cating probable  breeding 
(BH,  SD),  though  no  ducklings  were  seen.  A 
count  revealed  66  Wood  Ducks  along  the 
Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  9 Mar  (FVP).  A male  Mallard 
was  in  C.d.F  1 May  (FVP).  An  Osprey  lin- 


gered well  into  May  in  C.d.F  (FVP,  AV).  An 
ad.  Osprey  was  nw.  of  Nuevo  Casas  Grandes, 
Chih.  30  May,  many  km  from  the  nearest 
body  of  water  (BH,  SD).  There  were  3-5 
Mississippi  Kites  around  Casas  Grandes  29 
May,  where  nesting  has  been  documented  in 
the  past  (BH,  SD).  A Gray  Hawk  was  heard 
close  to  Casa  de  Janos  31  May  (audiotape 
BH,  SD),  and  singles  were  at  C.d.F  9 Mar 
and  11  May  (FVP).  A pair  of  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons perched  and  hunted  from  the  Canal  9 
television  antenna,  Torreon,  Coah.  almost 
daily  throughout  spring  (FVP). 

Three  Sungrebes  were  seen  on  the  Rio 
Frio  and  a tributary  1 & 2 Apr  (JA,  m.  ob.). 
A second-winter  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  the 
mouth  of  Rio  Soto  La  Marina  just  e.  of  La 
Pesca,  Tamps.  16  Mar  (CT,  BF  et  al.).  One  to 
2 Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  found  in 
several  towns  in  n.  Chih.  28-31  May — 
Ascension,  Janos,  Nuevo  Casas  Grandes, 
Casa  de  Janos,  and  Buenos  Aires  (BH  vt., 
SD).  Several  Common  Ground-Doves  were 
near  Casa  de  Janos  31  May  and  also  in  Son. 
near  Pancho  Villa,  Chih.  30  May  (BH,  SD). 

Around  30  Green  Parakeets  were  seen  at 
small  caves  near  Cueva  del  Abra  s.  of  Cd. 
Mante,  Tamps.  (JA).  Arvin  noted  that 
White-crowned  Parrot  flocks  had  broken  up 
into  pairs  and  were  fairly  inconspicuous 
above  Gomez  Farias  in  early  Apr  and  thus 
were  presumably  nesting.  Encouragingly, 
8-10  pairs  of  Red-crowned  Parrots  were 
seen  at  Hacienda  Santa  Engracia  on  the  Rio 
Corona  n.  of  Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamps.  1 Apr, 
and  up  to  four  pairs  were  noted  at  Rancho 
Cielito,  Tamps.  2 Apr,  up  from  one  pair  there 
in  Jun  2002  (JA). 

A very  high  number  of  Burrowing  Owls 
was  counted  in  a B.B.S.  w.  of  Ejido  San 
Pedro  (BH,  SD).  A Tawny-collared  Nightjar 
sang  spontaneously  at  dusk  at  Hacienda 
Santa  Engracia  31  Mar  (JA). 


This  soaring  Mississippi  Kite  was  one  of  a 
few  seen  near  Casas  Grandes,  Chihuahua 
in  late  May.  The  only  breeding  records 
of  this  species  from  Mexico  come  from 
this  area.  Photograph  by  Bill  Howe. 


HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

An  ad.  and  a subad.  male 
Green-breasted  Mango  were 
foraging  at  bromeliad  and 
planted  jacaranda  flowers  at 
Rancho  Cielito  2 Apr  QA).  A 
pair  of  Anna’s  Hummingbirds 
was  again  at  B.VC.  through- 
out Mar  and  Apr.  A subad. 
male  Lucifer  Hummingbird 
was  feeding  at  flowering  Ery- 
thrina  near  Hacienda  Santa 
Engracia  1 Apr,  the  first 
record  e.  of  the  Sierra  Madre 
Oriental  QA).  A Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  was  found  in 
Chipinque  Park,  Monterrey, 
N.L.  9 Mar  (J&MK)  and  was 
present  through  the  following  week  (RD,  RS, 
AS,  ph.  AH). 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Hacienda  Santa 


Engracia  1 Apr  was  late  (JA).  Numerous 
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Brown-crested  and 
Dusky-capped  Fly- 
catchers and  around  8 
Thick-billed  King- 
birds were  e.  of  their 
mapped  range  in 
Chih.  on  the  Rio  San 
Pedro  s.  of  Casa  de 
Janos  31  May;  the  for- 
mer species  was  also 
at  Rio  Casas  Grandes 
29  May  (BH,  SD).  A 
Rose-throated  Becard 
was  well  seen  in 
C.d.E,  Dgo.  9 Mar 
(FVP).  Six  Western 
Scrub-Jays  were  in  the 
lower  oak  zone  sw.  of 
Colonia  Juarez  29 
May  (BH,  SD). 

Tamaulipas  Crows 
were  fairly  common 
around  El  Naranjo, 

S.L.P  in  early  Apr,  and 
a few  were  seen  near 
Ocampo,  Tamps.,  but 
they  were  absent 
around  Gomez  Farias, 
where  formerly  hun- 
dreds would  be  seen 
(JA);  only  one 
Tamaulipas  Crow  was  seen  on  the  drive 
between  Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamps,  and 
Gomez  Farias  31  May  (HGdS). 

The  first  Barn  Swallow  of  the  year  in  the 
Torreon,  Coah.  area  was  seen  9 Mar  (FVP). 
Confirmed  nesting  of  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  was  documented  in  Chih., 
with  one  pair  repeatedly  entering  a hole  in 
the  bank  of  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  deliver- 
ing food  and  once  carrying  out  a fecal  sac 
31  May  (ph.  BH,  SD).  Most  of  the  dozen 
Cliff  Swallows  nesting  along  the  Rio  San 
Pedro  31  May  had  chestnut  foreheads,  but 
a few  had  pale  foreheads.  As  in  previous 
years,  virtually  all  of  the  Bushtits  in  the  oak 
zone  and  higher  were  of  the  Black-eared 
form;  those  lower  down  along  the  Rio  San 
Pedro  29-31  May  were  a mix  of  a few 
Black-eared  and  a majority  of  “Brown- 
eared” birds  (BH,  SD). 

Cedar  Waxwings  were  abundant  in  Tor- 
reon throughout  Mar  and  Apr,  and  several 
hundred  were  seen  flycatching  in  C.d.E  1 
May  (FVP).  Small  numbers  of  Lucy’s  War- 
blers were  along  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  29 
May,  and  at  least  8 were  along  the  Rio  San 
Pedro  31  May  (BH,  SD).  One  male  Mangrove 
Warbler  at  La  Pesca  17  Mar  was  n.  of  its 
usual  range  (D&rJS,  CD  et  a!.).  A Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  was  in  B.V.C.  2 May 
(WB,  EC,  A V,  FVP).  An  ad.  male  Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  was  seen  near  the  crest  of 
the  range  above  El  Naranjo  4 Apr,  a very  late 
date  for  this  early  migrant  (JA).  A Palm  War- 


Eurasian  Collared-Dove  has  been  reported  with  increasing  fre- 
quency in  Mexico  in  the  past  three  years.  This  one,  pho- 
tographed in  Janos,  was  one  of  several  found  in  late  May  in 
five  towns  in  northern  Chihuahua  by  Bill  Howe  and  Scott 
Dieni.  Photograph  by  Bill  Howe. 


This  Lewis's  Woodpecker  showed  up  at  Chipinque  Park  on  the 
outskirts  of  Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon  and  stayed  at  least  one  week 
in  mid-March.  This  species,  more  regular  in  Sonora  and  Baja  Cali- 
fornia, had  been  recorded  only  once  in  northeastern  Mexico  and 
never  before  in  Nuevo  Leon.  Photograph  by  Antonio  Hidalgo. 


bier  was  around  the 
Coah./N.L.  border 
near  Hedionda 
Grande,  Coah.  1 Apr 
(RD,  in.  ob.).  An 
Ovenbird  was  in  the 
same  area  of  B.VC.  14 
May  as  in  previous 
years  (FVP). 

One  singing  ori- 
antha  White- 

crowned  Sparrow 
near  Casas  Grandes 
29  May  was  a rather 
late  migrant  (BH, 
SD).  Singing  Painted 
Buntings  were  in  the 
Tecnologico  de  La 
Laguna  campus,  Tor- 
reon 28  Mar  (FVP) 
and  in  C.d.E  25  Apr 
(FVP,  WB).  One  sec- 
ond-year male  Indigo 
Bunting  was  near 
Casas  Grandes  29 
May  (song  was  noted 
to  be  faster  than 
usual  but  there  was 
no  sign  of  hybridiza- 
tion with  Lazuli 
Bunting  in  the 
plumage;  BH,  SD).  A pair  of  Hooded  Orioles 
was  s.  of  Casa  de  Janos  31  May  (BH,  SD).  A 
Black-vented  Oriole  was  found  in  oak  forest 
above  Ocampo  5 Apr  (JA). 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface):  John  Arvin,  William  Beatty,  Ray 
Bieber,  Ernesto  Cabrera,  Maribel  Cortez, 
Ruben  Deschamps,  Coen  Dexter,  Scott 
Dieni,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Bert  Frenz, 
John  Haas,  Eduardo  Hernandez,  Bill  Howe, 
John  & Molly  Kaye,  Sandra  Luz  Ramos, 
Rene  Sada,  Adrian  Sada,  Don  & Jodi  Shan- 
non, Chris  Tenney,  Francisco  Valdez  Perez- 
gasga,  Alfredo  Villalobos  Jauregui. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


PELICANS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

Some  55  American  White  Pelicans  were  in 
the  P.E.X.,  D.E  23  Apr,  and  only  1 1 were  left 
8 May  (RW).  An  imm.  Boat-billed  Heron  was 
high  at  2250  m in  a permanent  pond  at  Ran- 
cho Santo  Domingo  at  Ojuelos  de  Jalisco, 
Jal.  3 May  (EM,  MRL).  Three  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  seen  soaring  over  Xochimilco  25 
Apr  (SA).  An  Osprey  was  fishing  at  the 
PE.X.  8 May  (RW),  one  was  at  Lazaro  Car- 
denas, Mich.  21  May  (EM,  JL),  and  2 were  at 
Laguna  Mitla,  Gro.  24  May  (EM,  MR).  A pair 
of  Harris’s  Hawks  circling  over  the  U.N.A.M. 
botanical  garden,  D.E  5 May  may  or  may  not 
have  been  escapees  (HGdS,  SA). 

Two  pairs  of  Long-tailed  Wood-Partridge 
were  on  top  of  the  hill  at  La  Cirna,  D.E  22 
Mar  (HGdS,  DP).  An  ad.  Collared  Plover 
was  at  P.E.X.  4 Apr  (RW).  The  only  prior 
record  of  this  species  in  the  D.E  is  of  one  in 
Aug-Sep  1996.  Six  pairs  of  American  Avo- 
cets  attempted  to  nest  in  the  PE.X.  in  Apr, 
but  only  2 chicks  hatched  successfully,  due 
mainly  to  flooding  (RW).  A Barn  Owl  was 
seen  in  Xochimilco  13  Apr  (GA).  A Mourn- 
ing Dove  was  near  Parres,  D.F.  6 Mar 
(HGdS).  Five  male  and  one  female  Mexican 
Sheartails  were  seen  at  a small  grassland 
close  to  El  Lencero,  near  Xalapa,  Ver.  7 Jun 
(FGG).  Blue-throated  Hummingbirds 
became  conspicuous  in  La  Cima  as  soon  as 
the  drought  ended  in  late  May  (HGdS). 

Two  Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  at  Coajo- 
mulco,  Mor.  22  Mar  (HGdS,  DP),  and  up  to 
2 were  at  Santiago  Tlacotenco,  D.E  1 May 
(HGdS,  RW).  A Greenish  Elaenia  was  on  top 
of  the  hill  at  La  Cima  30  May  (HGdS).  One 
to  3 Tufted  Flycatchers  were  recorded  at  La 
Cima,  D.E  in  various  Mar  and  May  visits 
(HGdS).  A Loggerhead  Shrike  was  feeding  a 
fledgling  at  Xochimilco  30  Apr  (SA). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Plumbeous  Vireo  was  in  subsong  in  Ciu- 
dad Universitaria  11  Apr  (HGdS,  FGG),  and 
2 were  singing  at  Santiago  Tlacotenco  1 May 
(HGdS,  RW).  Barn  Swallows  occur  year- 
round  in  low  numbers  in  the  Mexico  City 
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Abbreviations:  PE.X.  (Parque  Ecologico  de 
Xochimilco,  D.E). 


area,  but  20  Mar  marked  increased  numbers 
of  sightings  at  Viveros  de  Coyoacan,  D.E 
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(OF)  and  at  Texcoco,  Mex.  (JLA). 

Two  Blue  Mockingbirds  were  at  La  Cirna  9 
Mar,  and  at  least  4 were  there  30  May;  one 
was  at  Canon  de  Lobos,  Mor.  31  May 
(HGdS).  Two  Northern  Mockingbirds  were 
s,  of  mapped  range  along  the  Pacific  coast  at 
Laguna  Mitla  24  May  (EM,  MR).  A Euro- 
pean Starling  was  near  Parres  9 Mar,  and 
small  numbers  were  seen  at  various  points  in 
Mexico  City  through  the  period  (HGdS). 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  recorded  in  D.F  from 
Mar  through  the  first  week  of  May  (HGdS, 
AOI). 

A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Santi- 
ago Tlacotenco  1 May  established  a new  late 
date.  A Prairie  Warbler  was  recorded  6 Apr 
in  the  Manzanillo  airport  marshes.  Col.  6 
Apr  (MWE,  SD,  HC,  EP,  PS,  KM).  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat  was  in  full  song  in  a thorn  for- 
est near  Amacueca,  jal.  3 May  (FGG).  A ter- 
ritorial male  Western  Tanager  was  noted 
near  Instituto  de  Ecologi'a,  U.N.A.M.  11  & 
25  Apr,  while  a female  at  the  U.N.A.M. 
botanical  garden  5 May  was  somewhat  late 
(HGdS).  Blue  Grosbeaks  were  back  and 
singing  at  U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden,  D.F 
by  27  Apr  (SA).  Two  territorial  male  North- 
ern Cardinals  were  in  the  U.N.A.M.  botani- 
cal garden  5 May  (HGdS,  SA).  Only  one 
Sierra  Madre  Sparrow,  a singing  male,  was 
found  near  Coexapa,  Mex.  in  late  Apr 
despite  much  searching  (AOI). 

There  were  2 Orchard  Orioles  in  the 
P.E.X.  in  mid-Apr  (RW)  and  singles  in 
U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden  27  Apr  (SA)  and 
5 May  (HGdS,  SA).  Numbers  of  Black- 
backed  and  Scott’s  Orioles  came  to  feed  at  a 
flowering  Erythrina  in  the  U.N.A.M.  botani- 
cal garden  (HGDS).  A House  Finch  and  a 
Lesser  Goldfinch  were  high  at  3400  m and 
3550  m,  respectively,  above  Coexapa  21  May, 
where  they  have  been  presumed  vagrants 
(HGdS). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
Jose  Luis  Alcantara,  Sofia  Arenas,  Galdino 
Arenas,  Hugh  Cotter,  Stephen  Davies,  Mark 
W.  Eaton,  Oscar  Flores,  Hector  Gomez  de 
Silva,  Fernando  Gonzalez-Garcia,  Jaime 
Luevano,  Kevin  McKereghan,  Eric  Mellink, 
Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  David  Pearson,  Eric 
Preston,  Monica  Riojas-Lopez,  Paul 
Saraceni,  Richard  Wilson. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


The  period  was  quite  dry  except  for  showers 
in  mid-April  that  turned  extensive  areas  of 
scrub  green  while  leaving  others  still  dry.  A 
short  influx  of  unusual  (and  late)  migrants 
occurred  13-17  May.  As  stated  in  the  winter 
report,  a number  of  migrants  seemed  to 
leave  the  area  early  this  year.  Several  new 
locations  mentioned  herein  are  Chilar  and 
Cuicatlan  in  the  Cuicatlan  Valley  nw.  of 
Oaxaca;  Totomoxtla  in  the  Sierra  Juarez 
above  the  Rio  Grande  which  drains  into  the 
Cuicatlan  Valley;  several  sightings  from 
towns  in  the  Cajonos  Valley  including 
Yaganiza,  Xagacia,  San  Miguel  Cajonos, 
Yatoni,  and  El  Porvenir;  and  San  Sebastian 
de  Las  Grutas  in  the  Sola  de  Vega  Valley. 
Some  species  reported  for  these  areas, 
although  known  to  be  common  elsewhere, 
have  not  been  previously  reported  from 
these  areas,  or  only  rarely.  All  localities, 
unless  otherwise  noted,  are  in  Oaxaca.  Note 
that  Barra  de  Navidad  refers  to  a location  in 
Oaxaca  7 km  e.  of  Puerto  Escondido,  not  the 
better-known  locality  with  the  same  name  in 
Jalisco. 

Abbreviations:  PA.D.  (Piedra  Azul  Dam, 
just  above  Teotitlan  del  Valle);  P.E.Z.  (Presa 
Emiliano  Zapata,  10  km  s.  of  Zimatlan,  cen. 
valley  of  Oax.);  S.ER  (San  Felipe  Park,  5 km 
n.  of  Oaxaca  City);  Teq.  (Tequio  Park,  next 
to  Oaxaca  airport). 

GREBES  THROUGH  PHALAR0PES 

Least  Grebes  were  found  in  many  of  the 
large  impoundments  in  interior  Gro.:  6 on 
Laguna  de  Tuxpan  20  Apr,  24  at 
Tepecoacuilco  21  Apr,  and  17  on  Presa 
Vicente  Guerrero  14  Apr  (MC).  Five 
Neotropic  Cormorants  were  at  P.E.Z.  22  Apr, 
and  of  ca.  100  at  Barra  22  May,  some  20  were 
in  breeding  plumage  and  2 were  on  nests  at 
a nearby  egret  rookery. 

An  ad.  and  2 juv.  Brown  Pelicans  were 
inland  in  the  reservoir  at  Tepecoacuilco  21 
Apr  (MC).  A Great  Egret  at  PA.D.  was  in 
breeding  plumage  29  May.  In  breeding 
plumage  at  Barra  21-22  May  were  a Great 
Blue  Heron,  14  of  15  Tricolored  Herons,  one 
of  3 Little  Blue  Herons,  and  at  least  2 of  8 
Green  Herons,  as  well  as  around  40  Great 
Egrets  (31  of  them  on  nests),  and  most  of 
the  50  Snowy  and  10  Cattle  Egrets.  On  22 
Apr,  2 imm.  Little  Blue  and  2 Tricolored 
Herons  were  at  RE.Z.  A pair  of  Agami 
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Herons  was  in  the  stream  behind  cottage  19 
at  Chan-Ka  Lodge,  Palenque,  Chis.  24  Mar 
(MSM,  PR,  m.  ob.),  where  one  had  been  3 
Mar  (SNGH,  CW).  The  6 Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  at  Barra  22  May  were  imms.  A 
White-faced  Ibis  was  near  Chilar  16  May. 
Three  imm.  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Barra 
22  May. 

An  ad.  Wood  Stork  was  inland  at 
Tepecoacuilco  reservoir  21  Apr  (MC).  An 
ad.  King  Vulture  was  near  Limonar  in  the  El 
Triunfo  Biosphere  Reserve,  Chis.  25  Mar 
(GL).  Fifteen  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
were  at  P.E.Z.  22  Apr  (JMF  et  al.),  and 
Tepecoacuilco  reservoir  yielded  a very  high 
count  of  175  on  21  Apr  (MC).  A Mexican 
Duck  was  at  PA.D.  11-18  Mar.  Around  20 
Blue-winged  Teal  were  still  at  PA.D.  11  Mar, 
several  already  paired.  Two  were  still  at 
Bacocho  beach,  2 km  w.  of  Puerto  Vallarta  21 
May. 

An  Osprey  was  at  P.E.Z.  22  Apr.  An  ad. 
White-tailed  Kite  was  seen  at  Laguna  de 
Tuxpan  20  Apr  (MC).  On  10  Apr,  a 
Cooper’s  Hawk  was  harrassing  another 
hawk  on  the  road  to  La  Guacamaya,  10  km 
n.  of  Etla.  However,  the  nest  used  in  two 
past  seasons  was  not  used  this  season,  fol- 
lowing site  disturbance.  Other  Cooper’s 
Hawks  were  seen  at  Totomoxtla  25  Apr  and 
above  PA.D.  29  May.  Single  adult  Harris’s 
and  Gray  Hawks  were  seen  near  Chilar  16 
May.  A single  “normal”  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  seen  on  the  La  Guacamaya  road 

10  Apr,  and  a dark-morph  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  at  Teq.  12  Apr.  Short-tailed 
Hawks  were  seen  at  Totomoxtla  25  Apr  and 
San  Mateo  Cajonos  10  May.  Five  migrating 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  seen  7 km  s.  of 
P.E.Z.  22  Apr.  Two  Zone-tailed  Hawks  were 
at  Totomoxtla  25  Apr.  Two  Laughing  Fal- 
cons were  heard  between  Jaltenango  and 
Finca  Prusia,  Chis.  19  Mar  (GL).  Single 
Peregrine  Falcons  were  above  Teotitlan  del 
Valle  24  Apr  and  29  May. 

Two  Great  Curassows  were  killed  by 
hunters  from  Santa  Maria  La  Luz  in  Apr  in 
lands  of  San  Miguel  Tiltepec;  locals  hunt 
these  birds  every  Apr  and  May,  when  they 
reportedly  arrive  from  lower  elevations  (fide 
JMF).  They  are  hunted  year-round  along  the 
Usumacinta  R.  in  Chis. 

Three  pairs  of  Collared  Plovers  were  in 
interior  Gro:  one  pair  at  Laguna  de  Tuxpan 

20  Apr  and  two  pairs  at  Tepecoacuilco  21 
Apr  (MC).  Eight  Killdeer  were  at  Tlacolula 
sewage  pond  1 1 Mar,  with  2 there  29  May. 

Only  2 Black-necked  Stilts  were  at  Barra 

21  May,  whereas  hundreds  were  there  in 
winter.  One  Solitary  Sandpiper  was  at  PA.D. 

11  Mar.  About  15  Least  Sandpipers  were  still 
at  PA.D.  24  Apr.  Eleven  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
were  at  Tlacolula  sewage  pond  29  May.  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes  were  at  P.E.Z.  22  Apr  and 
PA.D.  24  Apr. 
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GULLS  THROUGH  MANAKinS 

One  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  EA.D.  22  Apr. 
Eight  Least  Terns  were  at  Bacocho  beach  21 
May,  with  two  pairs  in  courtship  displays 
and  2 chicks  found  (this  beach  is  probably 
soon  to  be  developed).  About  15  Black 
Skimmers  were  at  Barra  22  May. 

A Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at  Totomoxtla 
25  Apr,  and  a Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  at 
San  Andres  Huayapan  17  Apr  (MG).  A 
Ruddy  Quail-Dove  was  unusually  high  in 
the  clearing  at  El  Triunfo  20-22  Mar  (GL).  A 
pair  of  Yellow-headed  Parrots  moving  in  and 
out  of  a cavity  in  a large  snag  at  La  Venta 
Park,  Villahermosa,  Tab.  22  & 23  Mar  may 
have  been  escapees,  though  this  location  is  in 
their  historic  range  (MSM,  PR,  m.  ob.).  A 
pair  of  Spectacled  Owls  was  well  seen  and  a 
Crested  Owl  was  heard  at  Paval,  Chis.  25 
Mar  (GL).  Common  Pauraques  were  heard  1 
May  at  San  Pablo  El  Porvenir  and  14  May  at 
San  Bartoiome  Yatoni.  At  least  3 Common 
Pauraques  were  calling  (2  were  also  seen)  in 
a large  marshy  field  near  Altamirano,  Gro.  13 
Apr  (MC).  Buff-collared  Nightjars  were 
heard  at  San  Agustin  Etla  2 Mar  (MG),  S.EE 
8 Mar  (MG),  La  Trinidad  de  Viguera  11  Mar, 
San  Pablo  Yaganiza  4 & 5 Apr,  and  El  Estu- 
diante  4 May. 

Hummingbird  breeding  activity  in 
Palenque  in  early  Mar  included  a White- 
necked Jacobin  building  a nest  5 Mar, 
Wedge-tailed  Sabrewing  feeding  a fledgling 
7 Mar,  three  active  nests  of  Rufous-tailed 
Hummingbird,  and  one  nest  of  White-bel- 
lied Emerald  (SNGH,  CW).  A Green  Violet- 
ear  and  a Black-crested  Coquette  were  at 
Cuasimulco  (600  m elevation),  45  km  by 
road  n.  of  Ixtlan  de  Juarez  26  Apr.  A Dusky 
Hummingbird  was  seen  16  May  at  Chilar. 
One  Magnificent  Hummingbird  was  low  at 
around  1800  m elevation  near  P.A.D.  29  May. 

Six  Citreoline  Trogons  were  perched 
together  in  tall  mangroves  at  Barra  22  May. 
One  Elegant  Trogon  was  seen  8 Mar  at  S.EP. 
(MG,  RAr).  Four  Russet-crowned  Motmots 
were  seen  between  Chilar  and  Cuicatlan  16 
May.  A Ringed  Kingfisher  was  at  Cuicatlan  16 
May.  A Belted  Kingfisher  was  seen  12  Mar  at 
Puente  de  Hierro,  3 km  s.  of  Guelatao.  Green 
Kingfishers  were  at  San  Sebastian  de  las  Gru- 
tas  22  Apr,  at  S.EP  13  May,  and  at  Chilar  16 
May.  Several  Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  along 
the  San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas  road  22  Apr, 
apparently  nesting  in  the  large  riparian  trees. 
The  latest  observation  of  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  was  one  at  S.EP.  21  Mar. 

Greenish  Elaenias  were  common  at  S.EE 
beginning  1 7 Apr  and  were  also  seen  22  Apr 
on  the  San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas  road. 
Tufted  Flycatchers  were  still  common  at 
S.EE  in  Mar  but  were  not  found  on  several 
trips  after  7 Apr.  One  Greater  Pewee  was 
seen  4 May  at  Rio  Juquila  below  Tanetze  de 
Zaragoza  (750  m elevation),  25  km  ene.  of 


Ixtlan  de  Juarez.  Single  Tropical  Pewees  were 
at  Cuasimulco  26  Apr  and  at  Rio  Juquila  4 
May.  A Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
reported  at  S.EP.  13  May.  Willow  Flycatchers 
were  at  Santo  Domingo  botanical  garden, 
Oaxaca  City  12  May  (MG)  and  at  Barra  and 
Bacocho  Beach  21  May.  Cordilleran  Fly- 
catchers returned  to  breeding  areas  along  the 
stream  at  S.EP.  beginning  8 Mar. 

Social  Flycatchers  nested  23  Apr  at  San 
Andres  Huayapan  and  16  May  at  Chilar;  one 
was  at  the  Oaxaca  City  airport  in  early  Mar 
(JV,  ESB).  Ten  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatchers 
were  along  the  San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas 
road  22  Apr,  2 at  Rio  juquila  4 May,  one  at 
S.EE  13  May,  one  at  Cuicatlan  16  May,  and 
2-4  at  EA.D.  17-29  May.  A Piratic  Flycatcher 
was  at  Rio  juquila  4 May.  One  Western  King- 
bird was  at  Chilar  16  May.  On  22  Apr,  a Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  P.E.Z.,  and  in 
mid-Mar,  2 were  at  the  El  Triunfo  clearing, 
where  vagrants.  A female  Gray-collared 
Becard  was  at  Totomoxtla  27  Apr.  Rose- 
throated  Becards  were  first  recorded  in  the 
central  valley  of  Oax.  17  Apr. 

A lek  of  White-collared  Manakins  was 
found  behind  Stele  11  atYaxchilan,  Chis.  14 
Mar  (SM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  e.  Bell’s  Vireos  at  Teq.  12  Apr  were  seen 
interacting  aggressively  and  singing;  another 
was  in  Oaxaca  City  17  Apr.  Golden  Vireos 
were  on  their  breeding  grounds  at  S.EP.  begin- 
ning 21  Mar;  the  species  was  also  recorded  in 
Apr  and  May  along  the  San  Sebastian  de  las 
Grutas  road  and  at  San  Bartoiome  Yatoni,  San 
Pablo  El  Porvenir,  San  Mateo  Cajonos,  and 
Chilar.  Singing  Warbling  Vireos  were 
recorded  beginning  17  Apr  at  S.EE  and  also  at 
San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas  22  Apr  and 
Jilguero  Arroyo  24  Apr.  A Warbling  Vireo  was 
at  Palenque  3 Mar  (SNGH,  CW). 

Two  Violet-green  Swallows,  possibly  a 
breeding  pair,  were  at  EA.D.  29  May.  An 
active  nesting  colony  of  about  50  Cliff  Swal- 
lows was  at  P.E.Z.  22  Apr.  Six  Bridled  Titmice 
were  seen  along  the  San  Sebastian  de  las  Gru- 
tas road  22  Apr.  A pair  of  Happy  Wrens  was 
at  Chilar  16  May.  Southern  House  Wren  was 
recorded  at  San  Bartoiome  Yatoni  30  Apr  and 
14  May  and  at  San  Pablo  El  Porvenir  3 May. 
A White-browed  Wren  was  at  Bonampak, 
Chis.  26  Mar  (MSM,  m.  ob.).  One  Marsh 
Wren  was  seen  at  San  Juan  Guelavia,  7 km  s. 
of  Teotitian  del  Valle  31  Mar.  An  Eastern 
Bluebird  was  at  Totomoxtla  27  Apr. 

A Brown-backed  Solitaire  was  nesting  on 
the  road  to  San  Martin  Buena  Vista,  50  km 
by  road  n.  of  Ixtlan  de  Juarez  27  Apr,  and  a 
pair  was  seen  gathering  nest  material  at  S.EE 
7 May.  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Thrushes 
were  recorded  on  breeding  grounds  at  S.EP. 
7 Mar  and  along  the  road  to  San  Sebastian  de 
las  Grutas  22  Apr  and  at  Totomoxtla  27  Apr. 


The  species  was  conspicuous  along  road- 
sides near  El  Estudiante  above  Oaxaca  City 
in  early  Mar  (JV,  ESB).  Hermit  Thrushes 
were  recorded  at  S.EP  until  13  May.  Clay- 
colored  Robins  were  singing  at  S.EP.  begin- 
ning 7 Apr;  one  was  at  Totomoxtla  27  Apr,  2 
were  at  San  Pablo  El  Porvenir  3 May,  2 were 
at  Rio  juquila  4 May,  and  about  40  were  at 
Chilar  16  May.  White-throated  Robins  were 
on  breeding  grounds  at  S.EP.  beginning  21 
Mar  and  along  San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas 
road  22  Apr  and  Totomoxtla  25  Apr. 
Rufous-backed  Robins  numbered  15  at  Chi- 
lar 16  May.  American  Robins  were  nest- 
building  at  S.EE  21  Mar,  with  the  first  imm. 
seen  13  May;  the  species  was  also  seen  at  San 
Sebastian  de  las  Grutas  road  22  Apr  and 
Totomoxtla  25  Apr.  At  least  19  in  three 
groups  were  encountered  in  the  upper  Sierra 
de  Atoyac,  Gro.  road  19  Apr  (MC);  Carmody 
has  found  this  species  here  before  in  Jan  and 
early  Mar,  but  this  is  the  first  time  in  over  a 
dozen  Apr  visits  that  he  has  recorded  this 
species. 

American  Pipit  was  recorded  until  24  Apr 
at  P.A.D.  Cedar  Waxwings  were  common 
through  the  first  part  of  the  period,  with 
flocks  of  up  to  150  in  cen.  valley  of  Oax., 
where  last  recorded  7 May.  A flock  of  50 
Cedar  Waxwings  was  in  the  El  Triunfo  clear- 
ing, whereas  others  were  nearby  around 
Canada  Honda  and  Paval  in  mid-Mar  (GL, 
m.  ob.).  Gray  Silky-Flycatchers  were  most 
notable  by  their  near-absence  from  S.EE, 
where  they  had  been  abundant  breeders  in 
Apr  and  May  in  the  two  previous  years.  One 
pair  was  nesting  at  El  Jilguero  arroyo  above 
Teotitian  del  Valle  24  Apr,  and  the  species 
was  abundant  at  Totomoxtla  25  Apr. 

Single  Tennessee  Warblers  were  at  PA.D. 
24  Apr  and  at  Cuasimulco  26  Apr.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  was  at  Palenque  7 Mar 
(SNGH,  CW).  The  last  Nashville  Warbler 
record  from  cen.  valley  of  Oax.  was  17  Apr. 
Yellow  Warblers,  present  in  very  small  num- 
bers in  winter,  were  in  cen.  valley  23  Apr — 
12  May  and  at  Cuicatlan  16  May.  One  Chest- 
nut-sided Warbler  was  at  EA.D.  17  May. 
Blackburnian  Warblers  were  seen  21  Apr  at 
Teotitian  del  Valle  and  22  Apr  on  the  La  Gua- 
camaya  road.  An  ad.  Western  Palm  Warbler 
was  near  the  Acapulco,  Gro.  airport  15  Apr 
(MC,  TW,  RI,  JB,  BP,  RH).  One  Grace’s  War- 
bler was  seen  at  San  Sebastian  de  las  Grutas 
road  22  Apr.  A Black-and-white  Warbler  was 
seen  in  a mixed  flock  of  migrants  13  May  at 
S.EE,  a new  late  date  for  cen.  Oax.  An  Oven- 
bird  banded  at  La  Cumbre  this  winter  was 
recaptured  there  1 Mar  (ph.  RAr).  A Mourn- 
ing Warbler  was  at  S.EP.  13  May.  The  last 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  in  cen.  Oax.  was  12 
Apr  and  the  last  Wilson’s  Warbler  24  Apr.  A 
Fan-tailed  Warbler  was  at  S.EE  4 Apr  (RAn). 
A male  Red-breasted  Chat  was  on  the  Gro. 
side  of  Presa  Vicente  Guerrero  14  Apr  (MC). 
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BANANAQUIT  THROUGH  SISKINS  May  A Black-headed  Siskin  was  seen  at  El 

One  Bananaquit  was  at  Palenque  24  Mar,  Triunfo  in  mid-Mar  (GL,  m.  ob.);  3 were 

and  another  was  building  a nest  near  Misol-  seen  1_3  May  at  San  Pablo  El  Porvenir. 

Ha  waterfalls,  Chis.  25  Mar  (MSM,  PR,  nr. 

ob.).  Two  Yellow-throated  Euphonias  were  Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 

at  Rio  Juquila  4 May.  A pair  of  Elegant  Roque  Antonio,  Ramiro  Aragon,  Edward  S. 

Euphonias  was  constructing  a nest  at  S.EP  Brinkley,  Jane  Brooks,  Michael  Carmody, 

7-17  May  and  2 were  at  Misol  Ha  Waterfalls  John  M.  Forcey,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Ruth 

25  Mar  (MSM,  PR,  m.  ob.).  Single  White-  Guzman,  Steve  N.G.  Howell,  Ron  Huffman, 

winged  Tanagers  were  at  Palenque,  along  the  Richard  Irvin,  Greg  Lasley,  Bob  Pann,  Pablo 

road  to  Bonampak,  Chis.,  and  at  Yaxchilan  Ribas,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Stauffer  Miller,  Jay 

24-27  Mar  (MSM,  PR,  m.  ob.).  A pair  of  VanderGaast,  Terry  Witt,  and  Chris  Wood. 

Shining  Honeycreepers  was  reported  from  Uncredited  observations  are  by  John  M. 

Palenque  24  Mar  (MSM,  PR,  m.  ob.).  A pair  Forcey,  Ramiro  Aragon,  Ruth  Guzman,  and 

of  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  was  at  S.EP  Roque  Antonio. 

26  Apr,  a 2nd  area  record.  Two  Yellow- 
winged Tanagers  were  at  Chilar  16  May.  YUCATAN  PENINSULA 

lagoons  (DN). 

Sixty  Blue-winged  Teal  were  observed  at 
Uaymitun,  Yuc.  23  Mar  (RM);  2 were  still  at 

San  Crisanto  3 May  (BM).  A single  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  observed  during  the  late 
afternoon  of  24  Mar  perched  in  a tree  at 
Peten  Tucha  (DN),  while  another  was  seen 
flying  over  Piste,  Yuc.  10  Apr.  A Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  was  observed  4 Mar  at  R.S.M. 
(PW).  Two  Great  Black-Hawks  were  seen  27 

Mar  at  Celestun,  Yuc.  (DB),  and  a Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  in  same  area  30  Apr  (DB). 
Three  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  reported 
kettling  low  with  several  Black  Vultures  near 
Campeche,  Camp.  10  Mar  (JM,  AM).  A 
female  Merlin  flew  over  mangroves  at  Punta 
Allen,  S.K.B.R.  5 Apr  (BM,  PW).  An 

i\eu-ucaut:u  lanagcib  wtrit:  icjjuiicu  ai  D.r.r. 

8 Mar,  La  Guacamaya  ford  7 & 26  May,  and  Rio  Lagartos 

at  El  Estudiante  27  May.  y.grjd?  

Lazuli  Buntings  were  recorded  8 Mar  at  • Chichen  Itza  / 

PA.D.,  12  Mar  at  Puente  de  Hierro,  and  12  A Coba®/ coZumei  \ : 

Apr  (a  breeding-plumaged  male)  at  Teq.  •'Chunyaxche  \ 

Indigo  Buntings  were  recorded  8 Mar-7  May  • \ f 

c cn  i , Felipe  Carrillo  Puerto  \ , . J „ 

at  SEP;  around  50  were  at  icq.  12  Apr,  Sabancuy*  . ')  fy) 

including  some  singing  males.  Two  Varied  Esclrcega  f‘"  Chi“horro 

Buntings  were  seen  at  San  Sebastian  de  las  Calakmui*  -'~\r 

Grutas  road  22  Apr.  A Painted  Bunting  was  v / \ .U  \ 

at  Puente  de  Hierro  12  Mar.  A flock  of 

around  175  Dickctssels  was  between  Tuxtla 

Gutierrez,  Chis.  and  Jaltenango  2 Apr  (MC).  The  weather  remained  cool  until  mid-May. 

A Chestnut-capped  Brush-Finch  was  low  at  The  intermittent  cool  winds  blowing  from 

Cuasimulco  26  Apr.  A Rusty-crowned  the  north-northeast  caused  a few  notable 

Ground-Sparrow  was  at  Puente  de  Hierro  12  “fallouts”  of  spring  migrants.  Long-distance 

Mar.  White-throated  Towhees  were  recorded  migrants,  the  last  to  pass  through,  are 

at  Santo  Domingo  Xagacia,  Totomoxtla,  and  reported  with  higher  frequency  as  more 

San  Mateo  Cajonos  in  Apr  and  May.  birdwatchers  are  trained  and  new  binding 

White-collared  Seedeaters  of  the  race  locations  are  identified.  In  late  spring,  a 

morelleti  were  at  Chilar  16  May.  Ruddy-  week  can  make  the  difference  between  the 

breasted  Seedeaters  were  singing  in  the  Puerto  presence  and  absence  of  such  transients  as 

Escondido  area  21  & 22  May.  A male  Slate-  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Red-eyed  Vireo, 

blue  Seedeater  responded  to  a tape-recording  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  or  Blackpoll  Warbler, 

at  Taxco  el  Viejo,  Gro.  21  Apr  (MC).  Yellow-  Numbers  of  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

faced  Grassquits  were  at  Puente  de  Hierro  12  show  up  in  coastal  regions,  while  inland 

Mar,  at  Cuasimulco  26  Apr,  at  Rio  Juquila  4 they  are  found  singly.  This  could  imply  a 

May,  and  at  Chilar  16  May.  Botteri’s  Sparrows  gathering  at  coastal  sites  prior  to  making  the 

were  first  heard  singing  at  Teq.  12  Apr.  Rusty  trans-Gulf  spring  crossing. 

Sparrows  were  recorded  at  Puente  de  Hierro 

12  Mar,  at  Cuasimulco  26  Apr,  at  San  Pablo  El  Abbreviations:  R.S.M.  (Rancho  Santa  Maria, 

Porvenir  2 May  and  at  Rio  Juquila  4 May.  The  n.  Q.  Roo);  R.L.B.R.  (Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere 

last  Chipping  Sparrow  in  cen.  Oax.  was  12  Reserve,  Yuc.);  S.K.B.R.  (Sian  Ka’an  Bios- 

Apr,  and  the  last  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  phere  Reserve,  Q.  Roo);  K.D.L.P  (Komchen 

recorded  27  Apr.  de  los  Pajaros,  Yuc.). 

Breeding  colonies  of  Red-winged  Black- 
bird were  found  along  the  Rio  Salado  at  San  HERON  THROUGH  TERNS 

Juan  Guelavia  and  at  Tlacolula  sewage  pond  Three  imm.  Little  Blue  Herons  feeding  in  an 

29  May.  About  20  Great-tailed  Grackles  were  estuary  at  San  Crisanto,  Yuc.  3 May  were 

at  Chilar  16  May.  Flocks  of  200  and  50  probably  migrants,  as  this  species  is  mostly 

Brown-headed  Cowbirds  were  seen  at  Teq.  migratory  on  the  peninsula  (BM).  A total  of 

12  Apr,  one  of  few  recent  records  of  such  5 Boat-billed  Herons  was  viewed  at  close 

large  flocks  in  cen.  Oax.  A pair  of  Bar-  range  in  the  hurricane-damaged  mangrove 

winged  Orioles  was  at  Limonar  9 Apr,  behind  San  Crisanto  3 May  (BM).  A Jabiru 

whereas  none  were  seen  in  Sumidero  was  seen  24-27  Mar  moving  in  and  out  of 

Canyon  National  Park  2 Apr  (MC).  About  the  marshy  area  around  Peten  Tuch,  R.L.B.R. 

30  Streak-backed  Orioles  were  at  Chilar  16  in  order  to  feed  on  fish  in  surrounding  small 

Aplomado  Falcon,  mapped  as  extirpated 
from  the  subregion  by  Howell  & Webb 
(1995),  was  recorded  at  R.S.M.  25  Mar 
(PW). 

Two  juv.  Rufous-necked  Wood-Rails  and 
their  parents  were  in  a tiny  patch  of  man- 
grove in  front  of  RS’s  house  in  Punta  Allen 
through  the  period.  Forty  Black-bellied 
Plovers  were  at  Uaymitun  25  Mar  (RM); 
only  3 were  in  the  area  26  Apr  (BM),  and 
one  was  at  R.L.B.R.  29  Apr  (GW).  Four 
American  Golden-Plovers,  a rarely  reported 
transient,  were  at  Celestun  26  Mar  (DB).  A 
total  of  5 Snow)'  Plovers  was  at  San  Crisanto 

5 May,  including  one  nest  with  three  eggs,  as 
was  a resident  pair  of  Wilsons  Plovers  (BM). 
Another  25  Wilson’s  Plovers  at  Uaymitun  25 

Mar  (RM)  were  no  doubt  migratory,  as  resi- 
dents usually  are  observed  in  pairs.  A total  of 

10  Semipalmated  Plovers  was  feeding  in  the 
marsh  behind  Progreso,  Yuc.  26  Apr  (BM). 

Approximately  100  American  Avocets 
were  observed  feeding  at  Uaymitun  23  Mar 
(RM).  This  is  a location  consistently  used  by 
this  species,  at  least  during  migration,  when 
it  is  more  prominent  in  the  area.  A total  of  6 
Willets  was  observed  in  the  marsh  behind 
Progreso  26  Apr  (BM).  Another  was 
reported  at  R.L.B.R.  29  Apr  (GW).  Three 
Spotted  Sandpipers  were  seen  at  San 
Crisanto  3 May  (BM);  this  species  usually 
disappears  from  the  subregion  for  only  six 
weeks  a year  (usually  returning  on  the  3rd 
week  of  Jul).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was 
reported  27  Mar  at  the  entrance  to  Peten 
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Gray  Kingbird,  previously  rarely  reported  along  the  Q.  Roo  coast,  and  then  mostly  on  outlying  islands  in  ones  or 
twos,  showed  up  in  "numbers"  this  spring,  apparently  due  to  the  unusual  northeasterly  winds  experienced  in  the 
Caribbean  this  spring. 

At  least  4 were  observed  for  hours  at  Punta  Allen  between  26  and  28  Feb,  which  are  early  dates  (GW).  Another  was 
reported  there  4 Apr  (RS).  The  next  day,  14  were  observed  eating  the  fruit  of  the  Gumbo  Limbo  tree.  On  6 Apr,  4 birds 
were  there,  and  on  7 Apr  there  were  7 (BM,  PW,  RS).  Interestingly,  5 were  observed  perched  on  wires  along  Hwy.  307 
near  the  Bahia  Principe  Hotel  n.  of  Tulum,  Q.  Roo  10  Apr  after  a storm  had  passed  through  the  day  before  and  dropped 
temperatures  (PB).  These  may  have  been  some  of  the  same  birds  as  at  Punta  Allen. 


Tucha  (DN). 

A single  Whimbrel  was  at  R.L.B.R.  29  Apr 
(GW);  large  flocks  of  this  species  have  been 
reported  wintering  in  the  reserve,  but  this 
bird  could  have  been  a migrant.  Some  200 
Least  Sandpipers  were  at  Uaymitun  23  Mar 
(RM),  while  around  35  in  two  flocks  were 
feeding  in  a nearby  area  26  Apr  (BM).  There 
were  3 Leasts  at  R.L.B.R.  29  Apr  (GW),  and 
around  50  were  feeding  in  the  estuary 
behind  San  Crisanto  3 May  (BM).  As  many 
as  12  White-rumped  Sandpipers,  a transient, 
were  seen  at  R.L.B.R.  29  Apr  (GW),  while  3 
uncommon  Bairds  Sandpipers  were  at 
Celestun  30  Apr  (DB).  Only  3 Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers were  observed  at  Celestun  26  Mar 
(DB).  This  species  is  reported  in  the  subre- 
gion less  often  now  than  25  years  ago  (BM). 

Ten  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  seen  26  Mar  at 
Celestun  (DB).  This  is  a species  that  has 
been  registered  in  the  hundreds  in  the 
R.L.B.R.  (BM).  Four  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
were  at  Uaymitun  23  Mar  (RM),  and  6 were 
still  around  at  San  Crisanto  3 May  (BM).  A 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  seen  26  Mar  at 
Celestun  (DB);  26  were  observed  there  30 
Apr  (DB),  and  7 were  at  San  Crisanto  3 May, 
feeding  in  a seasonally  flooded  area  next  to 
the  highway.  (BM). 

Two  Gull-billed  Terns  were  Hying  over 
coastal  lagoon  below  Xcambo,  Yuc.  9 Mar 
(BM,  PW).  A Caspian  Tern  was  on  a sandbar 
in  the  marsh  behind  Progreso  26  Apr  (BM). 
Around  20  Least  Terns  were  observed  with 
three  active  nests  at  San  Crisanto  3 May  in 
an  area  behind  the  coast  where  the  inhabi- 
tants are  restoring  a damaged  wetland. 
Twenty-five  years  ago,  this  estuary  was  an 
excellent  location  for  birdwatchmg;  it  was 
damaged  by  the  introduction  of  cattle  into 
the  wetland,  causing  the  filling  in  of  fresh- 
water springs  that  had  helped  to  maintain  an 
equilibrium  with  the  saltwater  from  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  just  500  m away.  Black  Terns  were 
also  reported  there  by  the  locals  this 
spring— the  first  time  they  had  seen  this 
transient  species. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  VIRE0S 

A White-crowned  Pigeon  was  seen  roosting 
with  40+  Red-billed  Pigeons  19  Mar  at  R.S.M. 
(PW).  Five  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  feed- 
ing in  adjacent  trees  in  Kiuic  Reserve,  Yuc.  27 
Apr  (BM);  the  species  had  not  been  detected 


there  10  days  earlier  (DB).  Two  Pheasant 
Cuckoos  were  heard  4 Mar  and  1 1 Apr  at 
R.S.M.  (PW).  A Chimney  Swift  was  observed 
at  the  cruise-ship  pier  at  Progreso  9 Apr  (DB); 
another  was  seen  at  Celestun  30  Apr  (DB). 
Ten  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  Hew  past 
the  pier  at  Progreso  10  Apr  (DB);  20  others 
were  observed  competing  for  nectar  in  the 
flowering  starbell  (siricote)  trees  at  Celestun 
30  Apr  (DB).  A male  was  feeding  in  bushes. 
Five  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
observed  in  Kiuic  27  Apr  (BM).  Eastern 
Kingbird  passes  through  the  subregion  in 
large  numbers,  but  this  season  it  was  detected 
very  sparingly:  one  and  3 individuals  at 
R.S.M.  2 & 10  Apr  (PW);  2 moving  through 
at  K.D.L.P  26  Apr;  and  another  4 seen  at 
nearby  San  Crisanto  3 May  (BM). 

One  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  seen  at  Kiuic  27 
Apr  along  with  a Yellow-green  Vireo,  the  lat- 
ter a migrant  that  summers  in  the  subregion 
(BM).  At  R.S.M.,  the  first  Yellow-green 
Vireos  were  noted  10  Apr;  however,  the 
species  may  have  arrived  a few  days  earlier, 
as  there  were  already  several  in  full  song 
(PW).  A Black-whiskered  Vireo,  a rather 
rare  transient  on  the  e.  coast  of  the  penin- 
sula, was  observed  feeding  on  fruit  of  a 
Gumbo  Limbo  tree  at  Punta  Allen  together 
with  4 Yucatan  Vireos  5 Apr;  3 were 
observed  feeding  on  the  same  fruit  nearby  6 
Apr  along  with  the  Gray  Kingbirds  and 
numerous  other  species;  at  least  one  was  still 
in  the  area  7 Apr.  This  was  a new  species  for 
the  S.K.B.R.  (BM,  PW).  Another  Black- 
whiskered  Vireo  was  seen  9 Apr  along  the 
access  road  to  the  Aktun  Chen  Natural  Park 
n.  of  Tulum;  it  was  in  a flock  of  woodland 
birds  and  not  feeding  (PB). 

MARTINS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

At  R.S.M.,  a female  Purple  Martin  was  seen 
20  Feb  and  2 males  3 Mar,  with  a maximum 
of  350+  on  10  Apr.  Generally  no  more  than 
30-40%  were  ad.  males  (PW).  Two  Barn 
Swallows  passed  over  R.S.M.  14  Mar,  while 
the  maximum  reported  was  600+  on  11  Apr 
(PW).  Five  flew  over  Noh-Ac  4 May  (BM). 
Both  Purple  Martin  and  Barn  Swallow  are 
often  observed  throughout  the  year  flying 
over  the  peninsula,  either  coming  or  going. 
A Cedar  Waxwing  was  observed  flying  over 
R.S.M.  27  Mar  (PW),  while  a large  flock  of 
25  was  at  Celestun  30  Apr  (DB). 


A single  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  found 
at  Celestun  30  Apr  (DB),  and  12  Tennessee 
Warblers  were  seen  there  30  Apr,  along  with 
a single,  rare  Orange-crowned  Warbler  (DB). 
Four  male  Yellow  Warblers  were  observed 
feeding  in  the  mangrove  at  San  Crisanto  3 
May,  likely  late  migrants  (BM).  One  Cape 
May  Warbler  was  among  the  migrants  pass- 
ing through  Celestun  30  Apr  (DB).  An  ad. 
female  Prairie  Warbler  seen  at  R.S.M.  24  Mar 
may  have  been  a transient,  as  it  was  not 
observed  again  (PW).  A male  Blackpoll  War- 
bler, a rare  transient  through  the  subregion, 
was  observed  9 Apr  at  the  pier  at  Progreso 
(DB).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  among  a 
flock  with  many  Yellow  Warblers  n.  of  Tulum 
9 Apr,  all  part  of  a fallout  from  a strong  storm 
that  was  followed  by  quite  cool  temperatures 
for  the  rest  of  the  week  (PB).  A Northern 
Waterthrush  was  still  in  the  forest  at  Kiuic 
Reserve  27  Apr,  and  another  was  at  San 
Crisanto  on  3 May  (BM).  A single  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  observed  on  the  road  to 
Vigia  Chico,  10  km  e.  of  Santa  Teresa, 
S.K.B.R.  4 Apr  (BM,  PW);  another  one  was 
seen  at  R.S.M.  10  Apr  (PW). 

A male  Western  Tanager  was  seen  in 
downtown  Merida  2 Mar  (JM,  AM).  A male 
Summer  Tanager  was  at  Punta  Allen  4 Apr 
(BM,  PW),  while  a very  tired  male  sought 
refuge  in  shade  of  the  patio  of  BM  s house  in 
Merida  1 May.  Reports  of  Blue-gray  Tanagers, 
such  as  that  of  one  at  Tulum  12  Mar  (SM), 
are  not  unusual,  as  the  species  has  been  doc- 
umented breeding  in  Merida  since  early 
1990s  (BM)  and  is  found  as  far  n.  as  Chichen 
Itza  (RH).  However,  as  this  species  expands, 
Yellow-winged  Tanager  is  not  observed  as 
frequently  (BM).  A Botteri’s  Sparrow  was 
seen  23  Mar  near  Peten  Tucha  (DN). 

Three  Blue  Grosbeaks  were  observed  20 
km  sw.  of  Merida  13  Apr  along  with  an  Indigo 
Bunting  (BM).  Twenty  Blue  Grosbeaks  were 
feeding  in  grasses  near  a water  pond  at 
K.D.L.P  26  Apr  (BM),  and  2 females  were 
feeding  in  the  damaged  mangrove  canals  at 
San  Crisanto,  where  secondary  grasses  have 
taken  hold  along  the  banks  of  the  canals,  3 
May  (BM).  At  R.S.M.,  the  first  sighting  of 
Dickcissel  was  of  one  male  and  2 females  23 
Mar.  Afterward,  a male  was  recorded  regu- 
larly with  Blue  Grosbeaks  to  11  Apr  (PW). 
Some  16  were  recorded  at  K.D.L.P  26  Apr 
(BM),  and  5 at  Kiuic  (BM)  the  next  day;  3 
were  at  Celestun  30  Apr  (DB).  Two  male 
Orchard  Orioles  were  observed  eating 
Solatium  verbascifoliam  fruits  in  dune  vegeta- 
tion at  Punta  Allen  4 Apr  (BM,  PW). 

Contributors:  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
David  Bacab,  Pierre  Bannon,  Rich  Hoyer, 
Barbara  MacKinnon,  Sandy  McRuer,  Victor 
Marin,  Amy  McAndrews,  Rodrigo  Migoya, 
Jorge  Montejo,  Diego  Nunez,  Rosario 
Salazar,  Gabriel  Willow,  Paul  Wood,  d 
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With  this  spring  season,  we  wel- 
come Honduras  and  its  country 
coordinator,  David  Anderson,  to 
the  list  of  Central  American  countries  that 
we  are  confident  will  be  providing  regular 
contributions  to  this  column  in  the  future. 
Honduras  comes  on  board  with  three  coun- 
try firsts  (pending  review):  Large-billed 
Tern,  Blue-chested  Hummingbird,  and 
Northern  Mockingbird.  Costa  Rica  also 
added  Large-billed  Tern  to  its  avifaunal  list, 
as  well  as  Swallow-tailed  Gull,  Greater  Ani, 
and  Tropical  Mockingbird.  The  latter  has 
been  seen  twice  in  the  past  four  years  in  an 
area  close  to  the  Nicaraguan  border  where 
wild-origin  birds  are  more  likely  to  occur. 

Attempts  to  correlate  periodic  changes  in 
seasonal  bird  movements  with  short-term 
climatic  fluctuations  are  problematic  at  best 
in  Central  America,  perhaps  because  of  the 
close  proximity  of  both  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans  narrowly  separated  by  the 
Central  American  isthmus,  which  at  places 
reaches  nearly  4000  m in  elevation.  Two 
weather-related  phenomena,  however,  that 
can  be  directly  correlated  with  other-than- 


normal  seasonal  bird  movements  in  the 
Region  are,  on  the  one  hand,  cold  fronts 
and  the  varying  availability  of  food 
resources  in  North  Temperate  regions  that 
drive  some  species  farther  south  in  some 
winters  than  others,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  hurricanes  and  tropical  storms  that 
carry  some  species  well  beyond  their  nor- 
mal distributional  limits. 

This  past  winter  and  spring  saw  two 
species  “invade”  Central  America  in  larger 
than  normal  numbers:  Cedar  Waxwing  and 
Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warbler.  Factors 
that  caused  2 Large-billed  Terns  (and  per- 
haps others  that  went  undetected)  to  wan- 
der far  north  of  their  typical  haunts  in 
South  America  are  best  left  to  the  imagina- 
tion at  this  point. 

Abbreviations:  Continental  Divide  Trail 
(Continental  Divide  Trail  at  Fortuna  along 
the  border  of  Chiriqui  and  Bocas  del  Toro 
provinces,  Panama);  Crooked  Tree 
(Crooked  Tree  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Belize 
District,  Belize);  Tikal  (Tikal  National  Park, 
Peten  District,  Guatemala);  Wilson  Botani- 
cal Gardens  (Wilson  Botanical  Gardens, 
San  Vito  de  Jaba,  eastern  Puntarenas,  Costa 
Rica). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

An  unprecedented  684  American  White 
Pelicans  were  at  Cerrdn  Grande  reservoir, 
Chalatenango,  El  Salvador  2 May  (NH,  WR, 
RR).  Crooked  Tree  appears  to  be  support- 
ing ever-larger  numbers  of  waterbirds  with 
each  passing  year,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
200  American  White  Pelicans,  300  Glossy 
Ibis,  and  40+ Jabirus  present  there  1-2  Apr 
(MSM  et  al.).  A Lesser  Yellow-headed  Vul- 
ture at  El  Jicarito  Lagoon,  Choluteca  19  Apr 


was  the  first  reported  from  the  Pacific  side 
of  Honduras.  A flock  of  25+  Mississippi 
Kites  circling  over  the  pond  at  the  entrance 
to  Tikal  28  Mar  (MSM  et  al.)  was  not  only 
an  impressive  number  but  may  have  been 
the  first  ever  reported  from  Peten.  Very  lit- 
tle is  known  about  this  species’  migration 
through  n.  C.A.,  and  every  record  adds 
another  piece  to  the  puzzle.  On  30  Mar,  TJ 
documented  the  first  nesting  record  of 
White-breasted  Hawk  in  El  Salvador  when 
he  found  2 ads.  completing  a nest  near 
Perquin,  Morazan.  By  25  May,  2 nearly- 
fledged  chicks  were  observed  in  the  nest.  In 
Honduras,  AN  and  TJ  observed  2 Harris’s 
Hawks  mating  at  El  Jicarito  Lagoon  19  Apr. 
This  species  was  not  recorded  in  Honduras 
until  1998  (Anderson  et  al.  1998). 

Three  reports  of  Ornate  Hawk-Eagle 
were  received:  in  Belize,  a presumed  pair 
was  near  Irish  Creek,  Orange  Walk  19  Mar 
(MS),  and  one  was  at  Tapir  Mt.  Refuge, 
Cayo  20  Apr  (FT);  in  Panama,  2 were  seen 
along  the  Continental  Divide  Trail  24  May 
(GB,  VW).  In  Costa  Rica,  the  rare  Red- 
throated  Caracara  was  reported  from  Que- 
brada  Gonzalez,  Braulio  Carillo  N.P.  23  Mar 
(PM),  where  one  was  seen  earlier  this  year, 
and  from  Tortuguero  18  Apr  (LMo  et  al.), 
where  it  had  not  been  reported  previously. 
A Crested  Caracara,  only  recently  docu- 
mented in  Belize,  was  at  Crooked  Tree  2 
Apr  (MSM  et  al.).  This  record  expands  the 
period  of  reported  occurrences  in  Belize 
into  Apr  and  supports  the  supposition  that 
this  species  is  expanding  its  range  in 
response  to  deforestation,  most  likely 
southeastward  from  the  Yucatan  Pen. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

On  Caye  Caulker,  Belize,  an  incredible  18 
Rufous-necked  Wood-Rails  were  in  sight  at 
one  time  on  5 May  in  the  yard  of  J&DB,  up 
4 from  their  previous  high  count.  All  but 
one  had  left  by  the  end  of  the  period.  A 
Sunbittern  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  upper 
reaches  of  Rio  Petexbatun  near  the 
Aquateca  ruins,  Peten  11  Mar  (JO,  fide  SM) 
was  at  the  extreme  nw.  end  of  its  known 
range.  Likewise,  an  imm.  Wattled  Jacana 
molting  into  ad.  plumage,  seen  in  associa- 
tion with  Northern  Jacanas  in  San  Joaquin 
Marsh  and  nearby  Wilson  Botanical  Gar- 
dens from  mid-Mar  until  1 Apr  (ph.  GR), 
was  at  the  n.  limit  of  its  range  in  extreme  e. 
Costa  Rica. 

Southern  Lapwing,  a recent  arrival  in 
Costa  Rica,  continues  to  be  seen  in  new 
areas.  Two  sw.  of  Golfito,  several  km  up  the 
Rio  Coto  Colorado  21  Mar  (JO’D),  were  the 
first  reported  from  that  site,  and  one  at  650 
m elevation  in  Penas  Blancas,  San  Isidro  de 
El  General  2 Mar  (JRZ)  was  the  3rd 
reported  from  the  General  Valley  and  the 
2nd  from  the  site.  An  Upland  Sandpiper 
seen  in  the  roadway  on  the  way  up  to  Hid- 
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den  Valley  Inn  in  the  Mt.  Pine  Ridge,  Cayo 
30  Mar  (MSM  et  al.)  was  a surprise,  as  this 
species  is  not  often  seen  in  Belize.  The  Mar- 
bled Godwit  that  spent  the  winter  on  Caye 
Caulker  was  last  seen  8 Apr  (J&rDB). 

An  unusually  large  concentration  of 
about  15  jaegers  near  Isla  Colon,  Bocas  del 
Toro  10  Mar  (GA,  RMi,  VW)  were  mostly 
Pomarine,  but  at  least  2 were  Parasitic. 
Both  species  are  uncommon  migrants  in 
Panama.  Sixty  Laughing  Gulls  at  Crooked 
Tree  1 Apr  (MSM  et  al.)  was  a large  con- 
centration for  this  inland  locality.  New  for 
Costa  Rica  was  an  ad.  Swallow-tailed  Gull 
in  alternate  plumage  seen  shortly  after  dusk 
off  the  Osa  Pen.  (exact  location  not  deter- 
mined) on  14  Mar  (EC,  RZ,  SW  et  al.).  It 
was  seen  in  the  ship’s  searchlight  as  close  as 
15-20  m,  close  enough  to  see  the  white 
spots  at  the  base  of  its  bill.  At  least  40  Com- 
mon Terns  at  Crooked  Tree  1 Apr  (MSM  et 
al.)  was  not  only  the  largest  concentration 
yet  recorded  in  Belize  but  the  first  time  the 
species  has  been  seen  inland.  This  species’ 
seasonal  status  in  Belize  remains  far  from 
clear.  Separate  sightings  of  Large-billed 
Tern,  both  along  the  Caribbean  coast,  pro- 
vided the  first  country  records  for  Costa 
Rica  and  Honduras.  One  was  observed 
along  a 4-km  stretch  of  Rio  Tortuguero 
Lagoon,  Costa  Rica  10-15  Mar  (LMu,  CG, 
DL,  ph.),  and  what  was  most  likely  a differ- 
ent individual  was  several  hundred  km 
away  at  Palacios,  Gracias  a Dios,  Honduras 
28  Apr  (tRoG). 

DOVES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Two  seldom-reported  quail-dove  species 
were  seen  this  spring  in  Panama:  2 Viola- 
ceous on  19  Mar  at  Fort  Sherman,  Colon 
(EA,  RD)  and  a Russet-crowned  on  22  Mar 
on  Cerro  Jefe  (JR-  ML  et  al.).  A group  of 
about  10  Great  Green  Macaws  at  Rio  Pinos, 
Darien  13  May  (GA)  was  in  an  area  of 
Panama  where  they  are  rare.  A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  at  Caye  Caulker,  Belize  24 
Mar  (J&DB)  was  an  exceptionally  early 
migrant. 

Costa  Rica  certainly  had  more  than  its 
share  of  firsts  this  spring.  In  addition  to 
Swallow-tailed  Gull  and  Large-billed  Tern, 
a Greater  Ani  was  present  along  the  Rio 
Tortuguero  Lagoon  from  Feb  at  least  until 
19  May  (DL  et  al.,  ph.).  The  nearly  ubiqui- 
tous Groove-billed  Ani,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  never  been  reported  from  Darien  until 
13  May,  when  one  was  seen  at  the  Tropic 
Star  Lodge,  Pinas  Bay  (GA).  A Costa  Rican 
Pygmy-Owl,  rare  in  Panama,  was  seen 
along  the  Volcan-Boquete  Trail,  Chiriqui  26 
Mar  (EA,  RD). 

A group  of  about  4 Greater  Swallow- 
tailed Swifts  observed  periodically  at 
Perquin,  Morazan  23  Apr-25  May  (TJ) 
were  the  first  recorded  in  spring  in  El  Sal- 


vador, although  the  lack  of  records  is  more 
likely  a result  of  inadequate  coverage.  A 
Bronzy  Hermit  seen  at  Chiriqui  Grande, 
Bocas  del  Toro  23  May  (GB,  VW)  was  near 
the  edge  of  its  range  on  the  Caribbean  side 
of  Panama.  Generally  rare  in  Panama, 
Green-breasted  Mangos  were  reported  at 
three  localities  in  Bocas  del  Toro:  a male  and 
female  at  Big  Cr.  on  Isla  Colon  8 Mar  (GA, 
RMi),  a male  in  Bocas  del  Toro  town,  also 
on  Isla  Colon,  11  Mar  (RMi),  and  one  at 
Chiriqui  Grande  23  May  (GB,  VW).  This 
species  has  not  been  reported  previously  on 
the  Caribbean  side  as  far  e.  as  Chiriqui 
Grande. 

Also  in  Panama,  the  relatively  rare 
Rufous-crested  Coquette  was  reported  from 
two  localities:  a male  at  El  Valle,  Code  22 
Mar  (EA,  RD),  and  2 imm.  males  at  Cerro 
Azul,  Panama  12  Apr  (RMi,  KK,  NQ). 
Another  rare  hummingbird  species  seen  in 
Panama  this  spring  was  a female  White- 
crested  Coquette  at  El  Chorogo,  Chiriqui  4 
Mar  (GA,  RMi,  RMo,  JAC).  Rounding  out 
the  reports  of  rare  and  uncommon  hum- 
mingbirds in  Panama  this  spring  were  a 
Black-bellied  Hummingbird  seen  along  the 
Continental  Divide  Trail  24  May  (GB,  VW) 
and  5 Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  (a  rare 
migrant)  reported  during  the  period  22 
Mar-12  Apr  (m.  ob.).  In  Honduras,  a 
female  Blue-chested  Hummingbird 
reported  18  Apr  (RG)  on  the  Rio  Platano  in 
the  Rio  Platano  Biosphere  Reserve  near 
Cerro  Pomokir,  Gracias  a Dios,  would  be 
the  first  record  for  the  country.  It  has  been 
anticipated  for  several  decades,  as  it  occurs 
in  the  same  habitat  in  neighboring 
Nicaragua. 

PUFFBIRDS  THROUGH  MOCKINGBIRDS 

A Lanceolated  Monklet  was  seen  and  tape- 
recorded  along  the  Continental  Divide  Trail 
25  Feb  (ph.  PC);  there  are  still  fewer  than 
10  records  for  Panama.  Two  pairs  of 
Rufous-winged  Woodpeckers  were 
reported  in  Panama:  one  at  El  Chorogo, 
Chiriqui  2 Mar  (GA,  WA  et  al.)  and  another 
along  the  Continental  Divide  Trail  24  May 
(GB,  VW),  where  it  is  rare  and  had  not  been 
previously  reported.  A rare  Crimson-bellied 
Woodpecker  was  at  Rio  Pinas,  Darien  12 
May  (GA)  and  an  equally  rare  Black- 
banded  Woodcreeper  was  near  Fortuna, 
just  on  the  Caribbean  side  of  the  divide,  4 
May  (JT,  AA,  LP).  An  Immaculate  Antbird, 
a Rufous-breasted  Antthrush,  and  a White- 
fronted  Tyrannulet  were  all  recorded  along 
the  Continental  Divide  Trail  24  May  (GB, 
VW).  All  are  rare  to  uncommon  in  Panama. 

An  Ochraceous  Pewee  was  seen  and 
tape-recorded  above  Guadalupe  near  Cerro 
Punta,  Chiriqui  17  Mar  (JR,  ML  et  al.,  ph.). 
Two  White-throated  Flycatchers,  rare  in 
Panama,  were  at  Volcan  airstrip,  and  2 


more  were  at  Hotel  Dos  Rios,  Chiriqui  on 
24  and  25  May,  respectively.  Seven  Gray 
Kingbirds  on  Ambergris  Caye  3-5  Apr 
(MSM  et  al.)  was  an  unprecedented  num- 
ber for  Belize.  A rare  Sapayoa  was  at  Rio 
Pinas,  Darien  11  May  (GA),  and  a male 
Cinereous  Becard,  only  the  3rd  reported 
from  the  canal  area  since  1912,  was  near 
Madden  L.,  Panama  17  Mar  (EA,  RD). 

A Warbling  Vireo  at  Tikal  29  Mar  (MSM 
et  al.)  was  one  of  the  few  recorded  from  the 
lowlands  of  Guatemala.  There  were  two 
reports  of  single  Black-whiskered  Vireos 
this  spring:  Ambergris  Caye  5 Apr  (MSM  et 
al.) — only  the  3rd  for  Belize  and  the  2nd  for 
Ambergris  Caye  (the  other  occurring  last 
spring) — and  near  La  Suiza  de  Turrialba, 
Rancho  Naturalista  20  Apr  (FM),  the  latest 
in  the  year  and  the  farthest  inland  for  this 
seldom-seen  species  in  Costa  Rica.  A pair  of 
Steller’s  Jays  at  1650  m just  w.  of  Monte- 
cristo  N.P.,  Santa  Ana  9 Mar  (AM,  EC)  were 
the  first  recorded  in  that  department,  and  a 
Gray  Catbird  at  Colima,  Cuscatlan  12  Apr 
(TJ)  was  the  first  for  that  department  and 
only  about  the  5th  for  El  Salvador. 

Remarkable  was  a Northern  Mocking- 
bird at  El  Jicarito  Lagoon,  Choluteca,  Hon- 
duras 19  Apr  (tTJ,  AN).  This  may  represent 
the  first  documented  record  for  Central 
America  and  may  lend  credence  to  an  old 
unpublished  report  from  Belize:  a mocking- 
bird seen  on  South  Water  Caye  1 Mar  1987 
by  a seasoned  birder  familiar  with  both 
Northern  and  Tropical  Mockingbirds. 
Although  identified  at  the  time  as  a North- 
ern, the  only  notation  “Prominent  white 
wing  flashes.  New  to  Belize!”  has  been  con- 
sidered insufficient  for  acceptance  of  a 
record  of  such  unprecedented  nature. 

The  Tropical  Mockingbird  is  expanding 
its  range  rapidly  southward  through  Pacific 
Nicaragua,  so  it  is  likely  that  one  seen  along 
the  road  to  Palo  Verde  N.P.  6.5  km  s.  of 
Bagaces,  Costa  Rica  30  Mar  (KE  et  al.)  was 
of  wild  origin.  Lending  support  to  this 
assumption,  another  one  was  reported  from 
the  park  entrance  in  2000.  Birds  seen  peri- 
odically in  the  major  towns  and  cities,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  considered  more  likely 
to  be  of  captive  origin. 

WAXWINGS  THROUGH 
OLD  WORLD  SPARROWS 

Cedar  Waxwings  and  Yellow-rumped  (Myr- 
tle) Warblers  continued  to  be  reported  in 
greater-than-usual  numbers  through 
spring.  Flocks  of  up  to  200  waxwings  were 
reported  from  various  sites  in  El  Salvador 
(AM,  TJ),  and  a flock  of  30  at  Perquin, 
Morazan  24  Apr  (TJ)  is  believed  to  repre- 
sent a first  departmental  record.  In  Costa 
Rica,  where  Cedar  Waxwing  is  always  note- 
worthy, one  was  at  1700  m in  San  Gerardo 
de  Dota,  Cerro  de  la  Muerte  16  Mar  (RB), 
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and  another  was  at  1100  m in  the  Wilson 
Botanical  Gardens  24  Mar  (RC).  On 
Ambergris  Caye,  Belize,  25  Myrtle  Warblers 
were  seen  4 Apr  (MSM  et  al.),  and  in  El  Sal- 
vador, where  the  Myrtle  Warbler  is  not 
found  every  year,  one  was  at  Santa  Tecla,  La 
Libertad  14  Mar  (TJ), 

A Golden-cheeked  Warbler,  identified  as 
an  ad.  female,  was  at  La  Paz  Waterfall  Gar- 
dens 4 Apr  (RG,  A&MP).  This  was  appar- 
ently only  the  2nd  recorded  in  Costa  Rica, 
the  first  being  just  last  Sep.  There  are  few 
records  of  Palm  Warbler  from  Panama,  so  2 
at  Fort  San  Lorenzo,  Colon  18  Mar  (EA, 
RD)  were  unexpected.  A male  Mourning 
Warbler  at  Jaguar  Cr.,  Cayo  7 Apr  (MMc) 
was  the  earliest  spring  occurrence  yet  for 
Belize.  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  mist-netted 
near  San  Vito  de  Jaba  9 Mar  (CS)  was  note- 
worthy, as  this  species  is  a rare  migrant  and 
winter  visitor  in  Costa  Rica.  A Crimson- 
collared  Tanager,  uncommon  and  local  in 
Panama,  was  at  Chiriqui  Grande,  Bocas  del 
Toro  23  May  (GB,  VW),  and  several  appar- 
ently pure  Flame-rumped  Tanagers  along 
the  road  from  Chiriqui  Grande  to  Almi- 
rante  and  along  Oleoducto  Road  from  For- 
tuna  Road  25  Feb  (PC)  established  the 
westernmost  reports  of  this  species. 


A White-collared  Seedeater  near 
Chiriqui  Grande  23  May  (GB,  VW)  was  the 
farthest  e.  on  the  Caribbean  slope  that  this 
species  has  been  reported.  In  Belize,  the 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  reported  this  winter  at 
Hidden  Valley  Lodge  in  the  Mt.  Pine  Ridge, 
Cayo  was  still  present  on  1 Apr  (MSM  et 
al.). 

An  Eastern  Meadowlark  at  Los  Cobanos, 
Sonsonate  in  May  (RP)  represented  the  first 
departmental  record.  A Black-cowled  Ori- 
ole near  Chiriqui  Grande  23  May  (GB,  VW) 
was  noteworthy,  as  few  are  reported  this  far 
e.  in  Panama.  In  Sierra  de  Metapan,  Santa 
Ana , a Chestnut-headed  Oropendola  nest- 
ing tree  with  18  nests,  17  females,  and  sev- 
eral males  (LC)  represents  a first  depart- 
mental record  and  only  the  2nd  locality  for 
this  species  in  El  Salvador.  Nest-building 
began  around  15  Apr.  Unexpected  was  a 
lone  male  House  Sparrow  on  Half  Moon 
Caye,  Belize,  in  mid-Apr  (FT).  Half  Moon 
Caye  is  75  km  offshore  and  nearly  100  km 
from  the  nearest  population  in  Dangriga — 
but  much  closer  to  shipping  lanes  where 
stowaways  are  likely. 
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The  Region  was  well  represented  geo- 
graphically, with  robust  reports  from  all 
Greater  Antillean  islands,  from  the 
Bahamas,  a scattering  of  important  observa- 
tions from  the  Lesser  Antilles,  from  Aruba  off 
Venezuela,  and  from  Bermuda,  our  sentinel 
migrant  trap  well  off  the  Carolinas. 

There  have  been  some  very  surprising  results 
from  surveys  and  expeditions  in  the  Bahamas, 
the  Virgin  Islands,  and  in  the  Lesser  Antilles, 
proving  that  given  enough  time  and  sustained 
interest,  old  news  becomes  news  again.  It  has 
been  said  here  that  the  last  frontier  of  West 
Indian  birding  is  the  oceanic  realm.  That  seems 
to  be  where  new  records  are  born  (see 
Dominica),  but  those  willing  to  turn  an  eye  to 
historic  and  little-known  insular  occurrences 
(see  Inagua  and  St.  Eustatius)  can  be  richly 
rewarded.  To  understand  whether  these  occur- 
rences indicate  reclaimed  former  territory  or 
represent  unprecedented  expansion,  one  will 
need  to  dig  a little  deeper  in  the  fossil  record  or 
in  the  middens  or  caves  of  the  region. 

Lastly  on  the  conservation  (or  confronta- 
tion) front,  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico,  will  no  longer 
be  a military  bombing  range  and  has  been 
, turned  over  to  the  Dept,  of  Interior.  Daphne 
GemmiH’s  benchmark  surveys  on  Vieques  will 
be  of  certain  value  as  resident  and  migrant 
I species  react  to  quieter  nuptials. 

GREBES  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Least  Grebes  found  nesting  at  Bordeaux,  St. 
Thomas,  U.S.  Virgin  Islands  (hereafter  U.S.V.I.) 
1 May  and  at  Concordia,  St.  John  U.S.VI.  (FH, 
RF)  may  be  recolonizing  portions  of  the  VI. 
after  a long  hiatus,  but  FH  says  declines  this 
season,  at  least,  were  caused  by  heavy  spring 
rains. 

At  Bermuda,  a record-high  70  pairs  of 
Bermuda  Petrels  raised  a record  39  young  (JM). 
An  unidentified  Pterodroma  gadfly  petrel  noted 
at  Elbow  Beach,  Bermuda  28  Apr  (SR)  provided 
enough  views  of  dark  upperwings  and  dark 
underwings  contrasting  with  white  body  to 
suggest  a possible  Fea’s  Petrel,  a rare-but-regu- 
lar  species  off  North  Carolina  May  to  Septem- 
ber, with  records  from  Virginia,  New  Jersey,  and 
Nova  Scotia.  On  a four-hour  pelagic  trip  out  of 
Barbados  (MF),  there  were  2 Black-capped 
Petrels  within  12  km  of  shore,  providing  first 
records  from  that  island.  On  21  Apr,  a Bulwer’s 
Petrel  was  carefully  noted  (AJ,  JV)  off 
Dominica,  providing  the  2nd  record  of  that 
species  from  the  West  Indies.  A three-hour 
pelagic  trip  aboard  the  R.V.  Stommell  out  of 
Bermuda  4 May  (AD  et  al.)  provided  sightings 
of  a Cory’s  Shearwater,  a Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel, 
2 probable  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels,  and  White- 
tailed Tropicbirds  (17  km  offshore).  A Cory’s 
Shearwater  was  also  noted  in  Exuma  Sound, 
Bahamas  17  & 18  May  (NM). 


The  American  White  Pelican  at  Spittal  Pond, 
Bermuda  (first  discovered  6 Nov  2002)  was  last 
seen  20  May  (PW).  A pair  of  Brown  Pelicans 
was  found  nesting  on  Slipper  Cay,  Acklin  Is., 
Bahamas  in  May  (MR).  Single  Northern  Gan- 
nets  were  seen  at  sea  off  Grand  Bahama  21  Mar 
(LM)  and  about  2 km  off  Little  Bell  I.,  Exuma 
well  to  the  s.  29  Apr  (A&JG).  Two  Least  Bit- 
terns were  at  Paget  Marsh  Pond,  Bermuda  29 
Mar  (AD,  SR).  Least  Bitterns  were  found  nest- 
ing at  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico  28  Mar-8  Apr  (ph. 
BMu,/ide  DG).  A large  number  of  Great  Blue 
Herons  was  concentrated  at  Trou  Caiman,  Haiti 
5 Apr  (JRC).  Little  Egret,  another  expanding 
invader,  is  now  reported  from  St.  Maarten 
(Netherlands  side),  where  one  was  found  24 
May  (AB).  Bermuda’s  first  Reddish  Egret  (dis- 
covered 22  Dec)  was  last  seen  9 May  at  Cavello 
Bay  (PH).  Green  Herons  were  reported  in 
breeding  plumage  from  Mangrove  L.  and  Trott’s 
Pond,  Bermuda  30  Apr  (EA).  An  astonishing 
report  of  a Striated  Heron  at  Concordia,  St. 
John,  U.S.V.I.  (ph.  FH,  m.  ob.)  represents  a first 
documented  record  from  the  latitude  of  the 
Greater  Antilles  and  the  2nd  documented  from 
the  West  Indies  proper  (previous  record  from 
St.  Vincent). 

On  1 May,  WB,  BB,  and  HN  located  1000+ 
Greater  Flamingos  on  inland  pools  of  Great 
Inagua.  Henry  Nixon  reports  that  Greater 
Flamingos  failed  to  nest  at  Great  Inagua  for  the 
3rd  consecutive  year  because  of  low  water  con- 
ditions. However,  there  are  unconfirmed 
reports  of  a large  colony  at  Acklins  Is.,  Bahamas 
(fide  LG). 
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Twelve  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  were 
noted  for  two  weeks  in  Mar  at  Bambarra,  Mid- 
dle Caicos  (BNM),  3 were  noted  at  Stafford  Cr., 
Andros  13  Mar  (DS),  and  singles  were  seen  in  s. 
Eleuthera,  Bahamas  28  & 31  May  (DC,  DVP). 
A pair  of  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  was  noted  6 
Apr  at  Rio  Cauto  rice  fields,  Cuba  (BM  et  al.). 
An  ad.  female  Eurasian  Wigeon  16-28  Mar  at 
Emerald  Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  (WB,  EG, 
DM,  ph.  BHa)  provides  the  first  record  for  the 
Bahamas  and  extends  the  Regional  departure 
date.  A drake  Northern  Shoveler  arrived  at  Spit- 
tal Pond,  Bermuda  2 Apr  (AD,  PS).  The  winter- 
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; There  have  been  some  notable  inter-island  range  expansions  or  recolonizations  in  recent  years,  but  none  seems 
more  astounding  than  one  by  a parochial  (or  single-island)  endemic  subspecies.  One  of  the  most  extraordinary  find- 
ings in  the  Region  comes  from  Great  Inagua,  Bahamas.  Several  photographs  of  a nesting  pair  of  Double-striped  Thick- 
knees  were  taken  while  FRM  and  GH  were  conducting  surveys  of  Bahama  Parrots  in  the  interior  forests  of  Great  Inagua  14 
May  2003.  Although  there  are  fossil  and  subfossil  records  from  the  Bahamas  and  Grand  Turk,  where  paleo-climates  pro- 
duced different  habitats  than  today,  modern  distribution  was  limited  until  now  to  Hispaniola. 


ing  Common  Mergansers  were  last  seen  in  the 
Great  Sound,  Bermuda  21  Mar  (DW).  A fine 
male  Ruddy  Duck  was  an  unseasonal  arrival  at 
Parsons  Road  Pond,  Bermuda  20  May  (DW). 
Seven  Ruddy  Ducks  were  seen  at  Humacao 
Nature  Reserve,  Puerto  Rico  12  Apr  (TM). 
Ruddy  Duck  is  expanding  its  range  in  the 
Lesser  Antilles,  with  breeding  pairs  found  at  St. 
Maarten  (AB  et  al.,  ph.).  Still  other  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  noted  in  early  May  at  L.  Antoine, 
Grenada  (AB).  Masked  Ducks  numbered  40  at 
Treasure  Beach,  St.  Elizabeth,  Jamaica  6 Apr 
(ph.  RH  et  al.),  the  largest  concentration  on  the 
island  in  some  years. 

KITES  THROUGH  TERNS 

On  15  Apr,  an  ad.  and  a juv.  Hook-billed  Kite 
were  noted  (AJ,  JV)  at  Grenada.  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  were  noted  from  several  locations  in  the 
Region:  one  was  at  the  n.  end  of  Grenada  in 
early  May  (AB);  a pair  was  seen  at  Great  Pond, 
Treasure  Cay,  Jamaica  17  May  (CA);  and  4 were 
in  the  Bahamas,  with  2 at  Emerald  Golf  Course, 
Grand  Bahama  28  Mar  (EG,  DM),  one  on  Great 
Exuma  27  Apr  (BS),  and  one  at  Marsh  Harbour, 
Abaco  7 May,  the  last  remaining 
for  about  a week  (RPt,  fide  RP). 

On  Bermuda,  the  first  of  several 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  seen 
over  the  Smiths  Hills,  Bermuda  4 
Mar,  and  sightings  continued 
over  the  following  three  weeks. 

In  total,  there  were  likely  4 indi- 
viduals, with  2 circling  together 
over  Port  Royal  Golf  Course  11 
Mar  with  the  Red-tailed  Hawk 
present  since  Nov  2001  (IE  PW, 

AD).  A Snail  Kite  was  seen  6 Apr 
at  the  Rio  Cauto  rice  fields  near 
Hoguin,  Cuba  (BM  et  al.).  The 
Region’s  first  Western  Marsh 
Harrier  reported  in  fall  2002  remained  at 
Guadeloupe  until  at  least  14  Apr  (AL).  A 
Northern  Harrier  was  seen  at  San  Andros, 
Bahamas  9 Mar  (DS),  and  a wintering  Northern 
Harrier  was  still  at  Bermudas  airport  22  Apr 
(AD).  A prize  raptor  of  any  trip  to  Cuba  is 
Gundlach’s  Hawk,  which  was  seen  at 
Guardalavaca  30  Mar  and  5 Apr  (BM  et  al.).  A 
late  Merlin  was  noted  at  Barbuda  27  Apr  (AJ, 
G&EM).  A Peregrine  Falcon  was  noted  12  May 
perched  at  the  tern  colony  on  Goulding  Cay  off 
New  Providence,  Bahamas  (ABa,  TW,  JD).  Sin- 
gle Crested  Caracaras  were  noted  3 Apr  near 
Playa  Santa  Lucia  and  at  Guardalavaca,  Cuba  1 1 
Apr  (BM  et  al.). 

The  wintering  Virginia  Rail  was  last  seen  at 
Parsons  Road  Pond,  Bermuda  2 Mar  (AD).  A 
Purple  Gallinule  was  noted  at  Cable  Beach 


Pond,  New  Providence,  Bahamas  17  Apr  (CW), 
and  one  Purple  Gallinule  was  at  Somerset  Long 
Bay  Reserve,  Bermuda  2 May  (PH).  From  St. 
Maarten,  a Purple  Gallinule  was  noted  at  Fresh 
Pond  22  Mar  (AB).  About  a dozen  Piping 
Plovers  were  present  throughout  Mar  and  Apr 
(WB)  at  the  s.  end  of  Green  Turtle  Cay, 
Bahamas,  suggesting  a strong  affinity  of  this 
Endangered  species  for  the  n.  Bahamas  during 
late  winter  and  pre-migration.  A Black-necked 
Stilt  arrived  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  21  Mar 
and  stayed  into  early  Apr,  while  another  arrived 
16  May  at  North  Pond  (DW).  Three  pairs 
nested  at  Crossing  Rock,  Abaco,  Bahamas  (RP). 

A Solitary  Sandpiper  was  watched  being  pur- 
sued by  a Merlin  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  26 
Apr  (AD,  SR,  PH).  Single  Upland  Sandpipers 
were  noted  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  1 1 Apr  (WB) 
and  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera,  both  Bahamas 
13  Apr  (DC).  Red  Knots  (4)  and  Dunlin  (50+) 
were  found  at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco, 
Bahamas  5 Mar  (BB,  WB).  Seven  Sanderlings 
were  at  Elbow  Beach,  Bermuda  31  Mar  (AD). 
Fourteen  species  of  shorebirds  were  recorded 
during  a two-week  bird  tour  of  Cuba  (BM  et  al.) 


and  appeared  to  peak  6 Apr,  when  30  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers were  counted  at  Rosa  Blanca  Res.  near 
Calixto.  A female  Ruff  turned  up  at  Spittal 
Pond,  Bermuda  2 May  (EA),  and  a Reeve  was 
noted  at  Congo  Road  swamp,  Barbados  26  Apr 
(MF). 

A dead  skua  found  in  Tucker’s  Town  Bay, 
Bermuda  27  Apr  is  almost  certainly  a South 
Polar  Skua  (ph.  JC).  Its  identity  will  be  verified 
by  DNA  analysis  and  reported  here  if  found  to 
be  otherwise.  On  22  Apr  16  Parasitic  Jaegers 
were  recorded  from  Elbow  Beach,  Bermuda 
(AD,  SR),  and  5 Pomarines  were  seen  there  28 
Apr  (SR,  PH).  All  three  jaeger  species  were  seen 
off  Cooper’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  28  Apr  (PW).  Three 
Pomarine  Jaegers  were  noted  e.  of  Abaco  17 
Mar  (WB),  and  another  3 were  seen  on  a fish- 
ing trip  (WB,  BB)  30  Apr  17  km  w.  of  Matthew 


A dead  skua,  presumed  to  be  South  Polar  Skua,  was  found  in  Tucker's  Town  Bay, 
Bermuda  27  (here  28)  April  2003.  Because  of  the  recent  confirmation  of  south- 
ern-hemisphere skuas  in  the  eastern  North  Atlantic,  DNA  samples  are  being  ana- 
lyzed to  resolve  the  identification.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


Town,  Great  Inagua.  The  pelagic  trip  4 May  out 
of  Bermuda  produced  one  Parasitic,  one  Long- 
tailed, and  3 Pomarine  Jaegers  (AD  et  al). 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  seen  at  the  Royal 
Naval  Dockyard  and  at  St.  Georges  Harbour, 
Bermuda  22  Apr  (AD,  PH,  SR).  A Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  recorded  from  Saltpond,  St. 
Maarten  for  the  2nd  record  there  (AB).  A 
Caspian  Tern  was  noted  at  Rosa  Blanc  Res.  near 
Calixto,  Cuba  3 Apr  among  the  group  of  Royals 
(BM  et  al.).  A large  group  of  about  50  Caspian 
Terns  was  found  5 Apr  at  Trou  Caiman,  Haiti, 
where  35  lingered  until  19  Apr  (JRC).  A Royal 
Tern  was  at  Royal  Naval  Dockyard,  Bermuda  13 
Apr  (PH).  The  first  Common  Terns  returned  to 
Castle  Harbour,  Bermuda  31  Mar  (DBW),  and  a 
Forster’s  Tern  was  in  the  same  location  12  May  j 
for  at  least  a week  (DBW).  The  4 May  pelagic  | 
trip  out  of  Bermuda  yielded  one  Arctic  Tern.  On 
7 May,  WB  recovered  an  injured  tern  that  ulti- 
mately died  and  was  identified  as  an  Arctic  Tern, 
providing  the  first  documented  report  from  the 
Bahamas.  One  of  the  more  remarkable  findings 
this  season  in  the  Bahamas  was  a breeding- 
plumaged  Whiskered  Tern  seen  well  at  Great 
Inagua  1-2  May  (WB,  ph.  BB).  This  provides 
only  the  5th  New  World  record,  the  3rd  from 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  first  from  the  Bahamas. 

A colony  of  410  pairs  of  Sandwich  (94%)  and 
Cayenne  Tems  (with  varying  amounts  of  yellow 
bill  color)  was  found  at  the  Dog  Is.,  off  St. 
Thomas,  U.S.V.I  . 28  May,  providing  apparent 
evidence  of  intergradation  (FH). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A Jamaican  Plain  Pigeon  (C.  i.  exigua)  was 
noted  at  Burnt  Hill,  Trelawny,  Jamaica  7 Apr 
(RH  et  al.)  for  the  first  local  report  of  this 
Endangered  subspecies,  which  is  more  typically 
seen  in  the  n.  Cockpit  Country  or  coming  to 
roost  around  the  lighthouse  at  Portland  Cot- 
tage. A pair  of  Crested  Quail-Doves  was  found 
at  a nest  10  Apr  at  Ecclesdown,  Jamaica  (RH  et 
al.).  Following  apparent  expansion  to  the  e.  and 
the  recent  10-year  increase  in  White-winged 
Dove  numbers  in  the  Virgin  Islands  (up  to  24 
on  18  May  at  eight  sites),  their  numbers  seem 
to  have  stabilized  or  declined  at  St.  Thomas 
(FH),  at  least  during  early  May.  Farther  to  the 
se.,  the  first  record  of  White-winged  Dove  for 
St.  Eustatius  was  recorded  8 Mar  at  Oranjested 
(AB).  At  Great  Inagua,  more  than  300  Bahama 
Parrots  were  noted  flying  in  smaller  groups  of 
10  to  20  to  a roost  near  Salt  Pond  Hill  9 Mar 
(HN,  LG,  S.N.B.G.).  Both  Red-necked  and 
Imperial  Parrots  were  seen  near  Mt.  Diablotin, 
Dominica  22-23  Apr  (AJ,  JV). 

Mangrove  Cuckoos  are  rare  on  Grand 
Bahama,  so  one  heard  16  Mar  at  Garden  of  the 
Groves  was  noteworthy  (BHa,  WB,  HP).  A single 
Mangrove  Cuckoo  was  found  30  Mar  at  Playa 
Guardalavaca  (BM  et  al)  during  two  weeks  in 
Cuba.  On  Great  Inagua,  WB,  BB,  and  HN 
counted  22  Burrowing  Owls  30  Apr.  Antillean 
Nighthawk  numbers,  40+  in  recent  years,  seem 
to  peak  along  coastal  sites  of  w.  Haiti  during  the 
3rd  week  in  Apr,  according  to  JRC  and  IP.  At 
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r a At  Aruba  (normally  just  outside  our  reporting  area), 
SM  reports  several  first  island  records  23-30  Mar 
2003,  including  Little  Egret  25-30  Mar,  5 Green-winged  Teal 
25-30  Mar,  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  25-30  Mar,  a Tennessee 
Warbler  25  Mar,  and  a male  Red-breasted  Blackbird  28  Mar, 
as  well  as  2nd  or  3rd  island  records  for  Northern  Pintail, 
Southern  Lapwing,  Northern  Parula,  Cape  May  Warbler,  and 
Hooded  Warbler.  Details  to  be  published  later  in  this  journal. 

New  Providence,  Bahamas,  40  Antillean 
Nighthawks  were  counted  2 May  at  The  Caves 
(ABa,  BB,  WB,  TW).  Approximately  10  Short- 
tailed Swifts  were  carefully  noted  (AJ,  JV)  in  the 
company  of  Black  Swifts  18  Apr  at  Les  Cartiers, 
St.  Lucia  for  an  unexpected  report  during  their 
breeding  period  n.  of  their  home  range  (St.  Vin- 
cent). Chimney  Swifts  were  spotted  in  Apr  and 
May,  with  a maximum  of  3 over  Somer- 
set, Bermuda  25  Apr  (PH).  A Black  Swift 
was  seen  3 Apr  at  Rosa  Blanca  Res.,  Cuba 
(BM  et  ah).  Another  Black  Swift  had 
“returned  to  the  regular  site”  in  St. 

Joseph,  Barbados  (MF)  1 May.  Although 
considered  rare  on  Cuba,  2 White-col- 
lared Swifts  were  noted  there  31  Mar 
(BM  et  ah).  Single  Bee  Hummingbirds 
were  noted  only  19  & 20  Apr  at  Cuba, 
where  AK  says  their  numbers  are  still 
depressed,  apparently  owing  to  recent 
hurricanes  and  continued  loss  of  habitat. 

A pair  of  West  Indian  Woodpeckers 
was  found  nesting  at  McLean’s  Town, 

Grand  Bahama  22  Mar  (LM  et  ah).  The 
fact  that  these  birds  have  less  black 
above  the  eye  than  birds  resident  at 
Abaco  (LM)  suggests  that  the  birds  are 
survivors  of  the  Grand  Bahama  race  (M. 
s.  blakei).  Twelve  Cedar  Waxwings  were  noted 
at  Garden  of  the  Groves,  Grand  Bahama  23  Mar 
(LM),  and  another  large  flock  of  35  Cedar 
Waxwings  made  their  way  to  Marshall’s  Pen, 
Manchester  Parish,  Jamaica  in  Mar  (RH,  ph. 
G&EM,  BrH)  and  remained  until  at  least  8 Apr. 

The  wintering  Eastern  Phoebe  was  still  at 
Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  25  Mar  (AD).  An  East- 
ern Kingbird  photographed  at  a birdbath  in  a 
Warwick  garden,  Bermuda  (NC)  was  the  earli- 
est-ever  spring  record,  present  for  the  last  week 
of  Mar  and  into  Apr;  an  early  Purple  Martin  was 
at  St.  Georges  Dairy  24  Feb  (DW).  The  winter- 
ing Northern  Mockingbird  remained  until  at 
least  5 Apr  in  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Bermuda 
(AD).  A detailed  sighting  of  a Red-eyed  Vireo 
15  Apr  from  St.  Vincent  provided  one  of  the  few 
reports  from  the  Lesser  Antilles  (AJ  ,JV).  Three 
Golden  Swallows,  one  of  the  most  Endangered 
endemics  of  the  Region,  were  seen  at  Ferman- 
the,  Haiti  22  Mar  (JRC).  Three  Scaly-breasted 


Thrashers  were  banded  at  Lotterie  Farm,  St. 
Martin  5 Mar  (AB,  EPIC),  where  they  have  not 
been  previously  recorded  (Voous  1983).  Given 
the  time  of  year  and  relative  shyness,  this  sug- 
gests an  expansion  of  their  breeding  range  ne. 
of  Saba  and  a former  site  discussed  at  left. 

Singing  warblers  are  never  numerous  in 
Bermuda,  but  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  in 
Botanical  Gardens,  Pine  Warblers  at  Govern- 
ment House  and  Port  Royal  Golf  Course,  and  a 
Common  Yellowthroat  at  Paget  Marsh  were  all 
in  song  1 Mar  (AD).  Twenty-two  warbler 
species,  including  three  resident  forms,  were 
recorded  during  the  Cuba  tour  (BM  et  al.)  from 
29  Mar  to  11  Apr;  Blackburnian  and  Blackpoll 
Warblers  were  among  the  highlights  9 Apr.  On 
19  Apr,  TM  found  a Blackpoll  Warbler  at 
Guanica  Dry  Forest,  Puerto  Rico.  An  ad.  male 


channel  jump  to  Red  Hook,  St.  Thomas,  either 
on  its  own  or  aided  by  commuters  (AH,  DSp, 
MFrJidc  FH). 

Two  Common  Grackles  7 Mar  at  St.  Georges, 
Bermuda  (ph.  IF,  PW)  were  a prelude  to  an 
exceptional  occurrence  of  a flock  of  at  least  20 
on  Jubilee  Road  19  Mar  (AD),  last  reported  from 
Pitmans  Pond  12  Apr  (AD).  Only  about  6 indi- 
viduals have  previously  been  recorded  in 
Bermuda.  A possible  Common  Grackle  was 
reported  from  Garden  of  the  Groves,  Grand 
Bahama  23  Mar;  this  would  represent  the  first 
icterid  of  this  genus  from  the  Bahamas  (LM  et 
al.).  From  Montserrat  comes  hopeful  sign  that 
the  endemic  Montserrat  Oriole  is  holding  on 
particularly  well  in  the  n.  hills  “safe  zone,” 
although  the  species  is  largely  absent  from  the 


lowlands 


This  flock  of  Cedar  Waxwings  visited  Marshalls  Pen  estate,  near  Mandeville,  Jamaica 
10  March  2003,  a new  location  for  the  species.  Photograph  by  Phil  Tizzard. 


following  the  devastating  eruption 
there.  AJ  and  JV  report  seeing  a nest- 
ing pair  and  that  locals  are  studying 
the  population.  Two  pairs  of 
Jamaican  Blackbirds  were  noted  car- 
rying nesting  material  10  Apr  near 
Ecclesdown,  Portland,  Jamaica  (RH 
et  al.).  A Brown-headed  Cowbird 
(IF)  was  at  Spittal  Pond  Farm, 
Bermuda  II  Mar. 

Addendum:  On  Guana  Island, 
British  Virgin  Is.,  FS  and  SD  mist- 
netted,  banded,  and  released  an  ad. 
male  Swainson’s  Thrush  9 Oct 
2000,  representing  the  first  record 
from  the  Virgin  Islands  and  2nd 
documented  record  e.  of  Cuba  (ph. 
SD).  This  is  subsequent  to  a record 
(McNair  et  al.  1999)  of  an  individ- 
ual netted  19  Oct  1997  at  Barbados. 


Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  seen  23  May  at 
Petite  Terre  Nature  Res.,  Guadeloupe  (AL)  was 
very  late.  An  American  Redstart  found  at 
Magens  Bay,  St.  Thomas  (DSp),  and  another 
reported  from  Freeport,  Grand  Bahama  (EG), 
both  31  May,  were  very  late.  A skulking  Ken- 
tucky Warbler  1 Mar  was  hard  to  view  in  Ord 
Road  woodlands,  Bermuda  (SR).  Recently  split 
from  the  Adelaide’s  Warbler  group,  the  endemic 
Barbuda  Warbler  appears  to  enjoy  high  densi- 
ties ca.  12-15  birds  in  5 hectares  (AJ,  JV, 
G&EM),  in  dry,  deciduous  scrub  habitat.  At 
Fermanthe,  Haiti  22  Mar,  JRC  found  a single 
Green-tailed  Warbler  (endemic).  A Summer 
Tanager  was  in  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Bermuda 
23  Apr  (DW).  The  wintering  Swamp  Sparrow 
was  still  present  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  3 Apr 
(DW).  Two  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
singing  in  the  Arboretum,  Bermuda  in  late  Mar 
(GH).  Lesser  Antillean  Bullfinch,  long  resident 
on  St.  John,  has  apparently  made  the  4-km 


r A From  little  St.  Eustatius,  just  21  km^,  where  the  recorded  number  of  bird  species  is  54,  comes  no  less  exciting  news 

Jfl  than  the  rediscovery  of  Scaly-breasted  Thrasher,  a Regional  endemic  not  seen  there  since  1927.  Its  range  had 
been  restricted  to  small  patches  of  forested  mountainside  slopes  of  The  Quill,  an  extinct  volcano  of  600  m.  Whether  the 
bird  located  8 Mar  (AB)  is  a relict  of  the  island's  original  population  or  a vagrant  from  its  surrounding  limited  range  to  the 
s.  is  not  known.  However,  given  that  sufficient  habitat  on  The  Quill  can  be  protected  or  even  expanded,  an  extirpated 
member  of  the  island's  natural  heritage  could  be  repatriated. 
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and  Eileen  Mahler,  Brian  Naqqi  Manco  (BNM), 
Larry  Manfredi,  Tom  Marko,  Blake  Maybank, 
Neil  McKinney,  Steve  Mlodinow,  David  Moul- 
ton, Bob  Mueller  (BMu),  Henry  Nixon,  Isaac 
Pady,  Erin  Lowe-Pagliaro,  Ron  Pagliaro,  Reggie 
Patterson  (RPt),  Hagen  Peters,  Tineke  Prins, 
Frank  E Rivera-Milan,  MacGregor  Robertson, 
Steve  Rodwell,  Keith  Rossiter,  Sam  Nixon  Bird- 
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Penny  Soares,  David  Spencer  (DSp),  David 
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Rainfall  on  Kaua'i  through  May  was 
near  normal.  The  rest  of  the  main 
islands  were  drier  than  normal, 
and  some  areas  of  Maui  and  Hawai'i  were 
very  dry.  April  rainfall  at  Kahului  Airport 
on  Maui  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded, 
while  May  rainfall  there  tied  the  previous 
low  total.  Winds  were  lighter  than  usual 
much  of  the  spring.  Despite  the  record- 
breaking  weather,  there  were  no  reports 
linking  the  weather  to  any  changes  in 
bird  distribution  or  behavior. 

The  spring  season  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  is  quite  different  from  the  main- 


land of  North  America.  There  is  no  spring 
passerine  migration  here.  In  spring,  the 
wintering  shorebirds  and  waterfowl  leave, 
and  many  seabirds  return  to  their  nesting 
colonies.  Migrant  seabirds  do  pass 
through  the  islands,  but  only  locally 
breeding  species  were  reported  from  this 
springs  pelagic  trips. 


Abbreviations:  E.  (Endangered  Species); 
H.  (Hawai'i  Island);  Hakalau  (Hakalau 
N.W.R. , Hawai'i  Island);  Hanalei  (Hanalei 

N. W.R.,  Kaua'i);  Honouliuli  (Honouliuli 
Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu);  K. 
(Kaua'i);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui); 
Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui);  Kii 
(Ki'i  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R., 
O'ahu);  Kokee  (Koke'e  S.P.,  Kaua'i);  K.P. 
(Kilauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i);  M.  (Maui); 

O.  (O'ahu);  T.  (Threatened  Species); 
Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
N.W.R.,  O'ahu);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi 
Preserve,  Maui). 


ALBATROSSES  THROUGH 
STORM-PETRELS 

While  most  species  of  Hawaiian  seabirds 
are  just  arriving  at  their  nest  sites  in 
spring,  the  albatrosses  are  already  busy 
raising  chicks.  Ten  large  Laysan  Albatross 
chicks  and  6 ads.  were  counted  at  Ka'ena 
Point,  O.  26  May  (MW). 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  albatross  can 
be  seen  on  Midway  Atoll,  but  until 
recently  only  three  species  had  been 


recorded  there:  Laysan,  Black-footed, 
and  the  rare  Short-tailed.  Rich  McCarthy 
photographed  a new  species  on  Midway  8 
Apr.  The  photos  have  provoked  consider- 
able discussion  among  albatross  special- 
ists. The  majority  opinion  is  that  the  bird 
is  a subadult  Shy  Albatross  of  the  dis- 
tinctive Salvin’s  subspecies. 

Many  Hawaiian  Petrels  (E.)  were  heard 
and  a few  were  glimpsed  after  sunset  near 
the  summit  of  Mt.  Haleakala,  M.  31  May 
(PM,  JR).  Two  petrels  observed  from  a 
boat  off  Kaua'i  2 May  (DK)  were  reported 
as  Hawaiian  Petrels.  Dark-rumped/type 
petrels  near  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
likely  to  be  Hawaiian  Petrels,  but  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  be  certain  that  they  are 
not  Galapagos  Petrels.  Single  Newell’s 
Shearwaters  (T.)  were  spotted  between 
Kaua'i  and  Lehua  I.  23  Apr  and  2 May 
(DK).  Single  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
were  spotted  on  pelagic  trips  off  Kaua'i  12 
Apr  (CCm,  GT)  and  2 May  (DK).  Band- 
rumpeds  were  first  heard  calling  on 
Kaua'i  28  May  (LA),  right  on  schedule. 


DUCKS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

The  Baikal  Teal  at  Hanalei  was  last  seen  1 
Mar  (DL).  This  spectacular  bird,  the  only 
one  ever  recorded  in  the  Region,  was  very 
elusive,  and  only  a lucky  few  got  to  see  it. 
A rare  late-season  find  was  a male 
Hooded  Merganser  at  Salt  L.,  O.  7 Mar 
only  (RD).  Most  wintering  waterfowl  left 
by  late  Apr,  and  nearly  all  were  gone  by 
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mid-May.  The  last  reported  diving  ducks 
of  the  season  were  2 Ring-necked  Ducks, 
3 Lesser  Scaup,  and  2 Buffleheads  at  the 
Punamano  unit  of  James  Campbell 
N.W.R,  O.  22  Mar  (PD)  and  a single  Buf- 
flehead  at  Honouliuli  23  Mar  (PD,  RM). 
The  last  migrant  ducks  reported  were  10 
Northern  Shovelers  at  Kanaha  10  May 
(LT).  Gambel’s  Quail  were  spotted  along 
the  Saddle  Road  in  cen.  Hawai'i,  1.  7 Mar 
(DL)  and  8 Mar  (RP).  This  species  is  one 
of  the  least  common  of  the  introduced 
gamebirds  in  the  islands  and  is  seldom 
reported. 

A Rough-legged  Hawk  was  observed 
16  Feb  on  Mt.  Haleakala,  M.  and  report- 
edly was  videotaped  nearby  2 Mar. 
Another  large  hawk,  possibly  the  same 
bird,  was  observed  in  the  area  3 Mar  (TB). 
Rough-legged  Hawks  are  very  rare  in  the 
Region,  but  a spate  of  reports  since  fall 
2001  indicates  that  one  or  2 individuals 
may  be  wintering  in  the  islands.  Ospreys 
and  Peregrine  Falcons  are  regularly 
reported  in  the  Region,  but  those  species 
have  been  scarce  the  past  two  years.  Nei- 
ther species  was  reported  this  spring. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Hawaiian  Stilts  (E.)  began  nesting  by  late 
Mar  (PD,  SZ)  and  were  having  another 
good  nesting  season  at  Honouliuli.  By  24 
May,  there  were  at  least  47  chicks,  and 
four  broods  had  already  fledged  (PD). 
The  Marsh  Sandpiper  discovered  on 
O'ahu  in  fall  2002  (the  Region’s  2nd)  was 
last  seen  in  Pearl  City,  O.  23  Mar  (PD, 
RM).  Numbers  of  wintering  shorebirds 
began  dropping  rapidly  by  mid-Apr. 
Flocks  of  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were 
observed  headed  n.  from  0‘ahu  25  & 26 
Apr  and  2 May  (PD). 

A single  Franklin’s  Gull  and  2 Laugh- 
ing Gulls  were  observed  at  Kanaha  10 
May  (LT).  The  Franklin’s  was  the  only 
bird  reported  this  spring  that  was  proba- 
bly a passage  migrant.  A Least  Tern 
observed  around  the  Pearl  Harbor  area  of 
0‘ahu  in  May  (PD,  MS,  JV)  was  appar- 
ently a lonely  male.  The  bird  was 
observed  trying  to  present  small  fish  to 
Pacific  Golden-Plovers  and  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones. (The  shorebirds  were  not  inter- 
ested.) A single  Gray-backed  Tern  was 
observed  between  Kaua’i  and  Lehua  I.  2 
May  (DK).  Gray-backeds  are  rarely 
reported  away  from  0‘ahu  in  the  main 
islands. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Until  recently,  the  only  location  in  the 
Region  where  a population  of  Mourning 
Doves  seemed  to  be  established  was 


Hawaii  I.  Mourning  Doves  have  started 
turning  up  on  other  islands,  but  for  the 
past  few  years,  we  received  no  reports 
from  Hawai'i  1.  Reports  of  Mourning 
Doves  in  nw.  Hawai'i  at  Pu’u  La’au  1 May 
(RP)  and  Pu’uanahulu  28  May  (PM,  JR) 
indicate  that  the  population  there  per- 
sists. One  Mourning  Dove  was  observed 
in  s.  Maui  near  Kealia  29  Apr  (SS).  For 
the  past  few  years.  Mourning  Doves  have 
been  observed  regularly  in  that  area. 

Introduced  Skylarks  on  Mt.  Haleakala 
must  have  had  a successful  nesting  sea- 
son. Loads  of  juvs.  were  observed  there  in 
late  May  (JF)-  Puaiohi  (E. ) , rare  native 
thrushes,  were  seen  regularly  in  the 
upper  Kawaikoi  Stream  area  of  Kokee 
Mar+  (DK). 

Rob  Pacheco  reported  that  ‘Akiapola'au 
(E.)  and  Hawaii  Creepers  (E.)  were  found 
regularly  on  tours  to  Pu'u  ‘O'o  Ranch  and 
Hakalau  and  that  ‘Akepa  (E.)  were  found 
regularly  at  Hakalau  Mar+.  Palila  (E.) 
were  observed  in  their  stronghold  at  Pu’u 
La'au,  H.  7 Mar  (DL)  and  regularly  on 
tours  there  Mar+  (RP).  Jeff  Foster,  a 
researcher  on  Maui,  reported  seeing  Maui 
Parrotbills  (E.)  regularly  in  Waikamoi  but 
no  ‘Akohekohe  (E. ) . We  received  no 
reports  of  either  species  along  the 
Waikamoi  boardwalk  this  season.  David 
Kuhn  reported  that  most  of  the  endemic 
forest  birds  in  Kokee  seem  to  be  doing  all 
right,  but  ‘Akeke'e  are  getting  harder  to 
find.  A pair  of  ‘Akikiki  were  observed 
building  a nest  in  Kokee  Mar-Apr  (DK, 
SZ),  but  the  nest  was  abandoned  (DK). 

A Black-rumped  Waxbill  was  observed 
in  Pu’uanahulu  25  May  (RP).  This  is  one 
of  the  rarest  of  the  small  finches  intro- 
duced to  Hawai'i.  Flocks  of  Chestnut 
Munia,  another  introduced  finch,  were 
observed  in  Volcano,  H.  (DL)  and  cen. 
Maui  (F&KS)  this  spring.  This  species 
had  been  confined  to  O'ahu  but  now 
seems  to  be  increasing  on  Kaua‘i,  Maui, 
and  Hawai'i  I. 
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ABSTRACT 

The  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  ( Sitta  p.  pusilla) 
is  a permanent  resident  of  the  pinewoods  of 
the  southeastern  United  States  from  southern 
Delaware  through  eastern  Texas  (A.  0.  U. 
1998),  with  a weakly  differentiated  sub- 
species, caniceps,  that  inhabits  southern 
Florida  (Pyle  1997)  and  an  Endangered  sub- 
species, insularis,  on  Grand  Bahama  Island 
(Smith  and  Smith  1994). 

Current  ornithological  literature  designates 
this  species  as  sedentary,  with  no  recognized 
dispersal  or  irruptive  movements,  although 
the  A.  O.  U.  Check-list  (1998)  indicates 
extralimital  records  from  four  states.  In  fact, 
records  of  the  species  outside  of  normal  range 
were  mentioned  in  multiple  late-nineteenth- 
century  sources,  and  these  appearances 
appear  to  correspond  to  a period  of  extensive 
logging  of  the  southern  pinewoods.  Most  of 
these  records,  however,  have  more  recently 
been  assumed  erroneous  and  thus  omitted 
from  the  ornithological  literature  of  the 
twentieth  century.  There  were  only  two 
sightings  of  this  species  north  of  nor- 
mal range  during  the  first  half  of 
the  twentieth  century.  A second 
cluster  of  sightings  occurred 
between  1954  and  1977, 
during  a period  of 
renewed  degradation 
and  logging  of  the 
southern 


pinewoods.  After  a period  of  gradual  habitat 
recovery,  coinciding  with  a well-documented 
expansion  of  the  breeding  range,  a series  of 
deleterious  events  has  more  recently  afflicted 
portions  of  the  southern  pinewoods,  includ- 
ing several  years  of  intense  drought,  fires,  and 
storm  damage,  which  were  followed  by  a 
severe  outbreak  of  the  Southern  Pine  [Bark] 
Beetle  (Dcndroctonus  frontalis).  Concomitant 
with  this  recent  deterioration  in  the  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch’s  habitat  has  been  a recent 
series  of  vagrant  records  north  of  normal 
range,  which  have  been  verified  by  multiple 
observers  and  photographically  documented. 
Both  historically  and  in  recent  times,  it  would 
seem  that  extralimital  wandering  of  this 
species  could  be  triggered  by  episodes  of 
severe  habitat  loss. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  (Sitta  pusilla ) is 
a year-round  resident  of  the  Piedmont  and  the 
southern  Coastal  Plain  regions  of  the  south- 
eastern United  States,  with  some  secondary, 
disjunct  populations  in  southern  portions  of 
the  Cumberland  Plateau  and  lower-elevation 
areas  of  the  Appalachians  (Harrap  and  Quinn 
1995).  In  the  southern  Coastal  Plain  portions 
of  its  range,  the  species  occupies  Longleaf 
Pine  (Pinus  palustris ) forest,  once  quite  vast 
but  now  considerably  diminished  in  extent 
and  quality.  In  the  Piedmont  and  northerly 
reaches  of  range  in  the  Coastal  Plain,  these 
nuthatches  show  a decided  preference  for 
Loblolly  Pine  (R  taeda).  In  some  upland  por- 
tions of  their  range,  they  inhabit  the  oak-hick- 
ory-pine  forest  with  a strong  element  of  Short- 
leaf  Pine  (P  echinata). 

This  species  apparently  reaches  its  highest 
population  densities  in  Louisiana  and  North 
Carolina  (Root  1988).  Although  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  is  generally  described  as 
sedentary  (Norris  1958,  Withgott  and  Smith 
1998),  there  have  been  numerous  instances  of 
vagrancy  recorded  over 
'ity  the  years.  With  respect  to 
these  reports  ol  extralimital 
H individuals,  considerations 
such  as  changes  in  habitat, 
range  expansion,  and  irruption 
or  dispersal  seem  not  to  have  been 
addressed  in  a thorough  manner. 


THE  CURRENT  BREEDING  RANGE 
OF  BROWN-HEADED  NUTHATCH 
IN  HISTORICAL  CONTEXT 

The  historical  northern  boundary  of  the 
breeding  range  of  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  is 
described  by  Bent  (1948)  as  extending  from 
Arkansas,  possibly  southeastern  Missouri, 
through  northern  Mississippi  and  northwest- 
ern South  Carolina,  into  eastern  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  just  into  southern  Delaware.  In 
Tennessee  and  Missouri,  its  historical  breed- 
ing status  is  uncertain.  A record  of  a pair  col- 
lected (AMNH  230089,  230090)  on  19  March 
1907  in  Shannon  County  (Robbins  and  East- 
erla  1992)  may  pertain  to  an  extirpated  breed- 
ing population  in  the  Shortleaf  Pine  area  of 
southeastern  Missouri.  Woodruff  (1908) 
described  the  female  as  flying  to  and  from  a 
dead  pine  in  the  middle  of  a cornfield,  a situ- 
ation indicative  of  possible  nesting,  as  is  the 
March  date.  Two  unconfirmed  Tennessee 
records  also  date  from  this  period,  one 
counted  on  a Christmas  Bird  Count  (C.B.C.) 
near  Knoxville  in  1914,  and  another  along  the 
Ocoee  River  between  Copperhill,  Tennessee 
and  Blue  Ridge,  Georgia  in  1915  (Trabue 
1965).  These  Tennessee  records  were  both 
considered  suspect  by  Haney  (1981).  Both, 
however,  occurred  in  or  very  near  areas  into 
which  the  species  has  expanded  its  range  in 
recent  times.  There  are  also  some  indications 
that  the  Delaware  population  may  have 
extended  slightly  farther  north  at  one  time. 
This  species  was  mentioned  in  a list  of  the 
birds  of  Cape  May  County,  New  Jersey  in 
1857  and  as  a rare  visitant  in  the  southern 
counties  of  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania  in 
1869  (Stone  1965). 

Over  the  past  40  years,  there  has  been  a 
well-documented  expansion  of  the  breeding 
range  of  the  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  into  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  coinciding  with  more 
modest  expansions  into  western  North  Car- 
olina, western  Virginia,  and  very  recently  into 
northeastern  Maryland.  In  1968,  two  Brown- 
headed Nuthatches  were  found  in  Hamilton 
County,  Tennessee,  a first  accepted  state 
record  (Basham  1969),  with  nesting  con- 
firmed in  1977  (Haney  1981).  In  recent  years, 
breeding  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  have  also 
been  found  in  southwestern  Tennessee  at 
Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin  County  (Cardiff  1997, 


The  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  (Sitta pusilla)  is  a permanent  resident  of  the  pinewoods  of  the  southeastern  United 
States.  This  photograph  was  taken  in  Okaloosa  County,  Florida  on  2 February  2000.  Photograph  by  Frank  Renfrow. 
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Stedman  2000).  In  1995,  breeding  was  con- 
firmed at  the  Kingston  Steam  Plant,  126  km  to 
the  north  of  Chattanooga,  in  Roane  County 
(Nicholson  1997).  Several  more  breeding 
records  (Figure  1)  were  confirmed  over  the 
next  several  years  (Hall  1998,  Leberman 
2000).  Beginning  in  1999,  Brown-headed 
Nuthatches  have  also  been  found  at 
Cookeville  in  Putnam  County,  116  km  west  of 
Kingston,  with  breeding  confirmed  here  in 
2002  and  2003  (Stedman  and  Walden,  in 
press).  A first  Knox  County  record  in  2002 
was  indicative  of  continued  northward  expan- 
sion along  the  Tennessee  River  (Sloane  and 
Palmer-Ball  2003). 

A Brown-headed  Nuthatch  nest  record  at 
Cleburne  County,  Arkansas  in  2002  was  con- 
sidered unusual  for  the  area  (Myers  and  Wal- 
lace 2002)  and  may  indicate  further  range 
expansion  in  this  state  as  well. 

In  western  North  Carolina,  a similar 
advance  of  breeding  populations  has  occurred 
from  the  Piedmont  region  up  into  higher  ele- 
vations to  the  west.  Pearson  et  al.  (1942) 
listed  this  species  as  unrecorded  west  of  Burke 
County.  More  recently,  breeding  populations 
have  been  confirmed  in  Buncombe  (H. 
LeGrand,  pers.  comm.;  Simpson  1992),  Clay 
(Renfrow,  unpubl.),  and  Polk  Counties  (W. 
Forsythe,  pers.  comm.). 

A westward  expansion  into 
higher-elevation  areas  in  Vir- 
ginia has  likewise  been 
observed,  with  recent  records 
from  Botetourt,  Montgomery, 

Augusta,  Pulaski,  and 
Roanoke  Counties  (E.  Brink- 
ley,  pers.  comm.,  J.  Buckelew 
pers.  comm.;  Hall  1988).  Pro- 
ject FeederWatch  data  also 
indicate  some  expansion  into 
western  Virginia  and  possibly 
West  Virginia,  although  this 
has  not  yet  been  verified  by 
experienced  observers  (W. 

Hochachka,  pers.  comm.). 

There  are  currently  no 
accepted  records  of  this 
species  for  West  Virginia  (W. 

Argabrite,  pers  comm.,  J. 

Buckelew,  pers.  comm.). 

Despite  indications  of  a 
population  decline  in  Mary- 
land and  eastern  Virginia  (Iliff 
1997),  an  apparent  increase 
in  numbers  in  the  winter  of 
1997  (Iliff  1998)  was  followed  by  increased 
north-of-range  sightings  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Maryland,  where  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  had  not  been  previously  recorded 
(Iliff  1999,  2000). 

RECORDS  AND  REPORTS  OF 
BROWN-HEADED  NUTHATCH 
AWAY  FROM  BREEDING  RANGE 

The  unevenness  in  the  documentation  of 


extralimital  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  poses 
a particular  problem  for  the  determination  of 
a given  report’s  accuracy  and  therefore  for  a 
clear  picture  of  vagrancy  or  dispersal.  All  26 
possible  records  of  vagrants  have  been  given  a 
specific  designation  according  to  the  degree  of 
uncertainty  surrounding  each  record  (Tables 
1-3).  The  records  with  the  greatest  amount  of 
uncertainty  are  designated  as  “suspect,”  in 
accord  with  current  assessment  at  the  state 


Figure  1 . Brown-headed  Nuthatch  at  an  area  of  recent 

range  expansion  in  Roane  County,  Tennessee  on 
11  May  2000.  Photograph  by  Frank  Renfrow. 


level.  These  flagged  records  are  all  included 
with  accepted  records  in  the  Tables,  as  they 
are  in  keeping  with  a cyclical  pattern  of  his- 
torical occurrence  established  by  those 
records  that  have  been  accepted  by  states’ 
records  committees.  The  ratified  records,  as 
well  as  those  with  credible  extant  details,  are 
detailed  in  the  following.  Because  of  the  dis- 
parity between  verifiable  and  unverifiable 
accounts,  however,  there  has  been  no  attempt 


to  map  these  uneven  data  or  to  manipulate 
them  statistically. 

Prior  to  1850,  there  seems  to  be  only  one 
mention  of  a vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
in  the  literature:  an  individual  collected  in 
northern  Ohio  sometime  prior  to  1838:  the 
observer  and  collector  of  this  specimen  was 
none  other  than  Jared  Potter  Kirtland 
(1793-1877),  the  noted  nineteenth-century 
naturalist  (Kirtland  1838).  This  specimen  was 
apparently  lost,  and  the  record  is  omitted  in 
the  most  recent  ornithological  history  of  Ohio 
(Whan  2001). 

During  the  27-year  interval  between  1876 
and  1903,  there  were  nine  possible  occur- 
rences of  vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatches 
(Tables  1-3).  The  first  of  these  sightings  was 
in  New  Jersey,  where  one  was  carefully  stud- 
ied at  a Camden  County  suet  feeder  during 
the  winter  of  1876  (Bent  1948,  Stone  1965). 
On  12  May  1877,  Dr.  H.  A.  Atkins  collected  a 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  at  Ingham  County, 
Michigan.  This  specimen  was  subsequently 
lost,  and  the  record  had  been  called  into  ques- 
tion due  to  possible  confusion  with  the  Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  (Siffci  canadensis)  (Barrows 
1912).  The  next  year,  there  was  a slightly 
north-of-range  record  at  St.  Louis  County, 
Missouri  on  6 May  1878  (Robbins  and  East- 
erla  1992).  A Brown-headed  Nuthatch  was 
collected  near  Philadelphia — 
but  not  necessarily  within 
Pennsylvania — in  the  autumn 
of  about  1885  (McWilliams 
and  Brauning  2000).  In  west- 
ern New  York,  an  adult  male 
was  collected  (CUM  13512) 
at  Chemung  County  on  24 
May  1888  (Levine  1998). 
Finally,  a Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  specimen  in  the 
collection  of  the  Reading 
Museum  was  collected  at 
Berks  County,  Pennsylvania 
on  6 September  1894 
(McWilliams  and  Brauning 
2000;  R.  Leberman,  pers. 
comm.). 

During  the  51-year  interval 
between  1903  and  1954, 
there  was,  remarkably,  only 
one  possible  sighting  of  a 
vagrant  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  (Table  1).  In  1932, 
two  observers  reported  a 
sighting  of  the  species  in  Indi- 
ana (Mumford  and  Keller  1984).  This  record 
is  currently  accepted  by  the  Indiana  Bird 
Records  Committee,  but  without  determina- 
tion that  the  details  adequately  rule  out  the 
similar  Pygmy  Nuthatch  ( Sitta  pygmaca ) as  a 
possibility  (Bruner  1996;  D.  Gorney,  pers. 
comm.). 

During  the  23-year  interval  between  1954 
and  1977,  there  were  again  nine  reported 
sightings  of  vagrant  Brown-headed 


Table  1.  Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  in  the  Great  Lakes  Region  of  the  United  States. 


LOCATION 

DATE 

DETAILS 

SOURCE 

Illinois 

Lake 

11  Jul  2001-9  Feb  2002 

m.  ob./documented** 

Semel  2002 

Indiana 

Lake 

Michigan 

5-6  Apr  1932 

m.  ob./documented* 

Mumford  and  Keller  1984 

Ingham 

12  May  1877 

specimen  lost/credible  details 

Barrows  1912 

New  York 

Chemung 

24  May  1888 

specimen  CUM  13512** 

Levine  1999 

Ohio 

Lake ? 

pre-1838 

specimen  lost/credible  details 

Kirtland  1838 

Geauga 

Wisconsin 

21  Nov- 14  Jan  2002 

m.  ob./documented** 

Gilbert  2002 

Rock 

1 May  1964 

documented* 

Maxson  1964 

Dane 

14  May  1970 

documented* 

Robbins  1991 

Milwaukee 

Oct  1971 -Jan  1972 

m.  ob./documented** 

Robbins  1991 

Milwaukee 

Nov  1977 

credible  details 

Korducki,  pers.  comm. 

Milwaukee 

26  Feb  2000-19  Apr  2000 

m.  ob./documented** 

Domagalski,  pers.  comm. 

* = accepted  but  with  details  insufficient  to  rale  out  Sitta  pygmaea  **  = accepted  by  state  bird  records  committee 
italics  indicate  names  of  counties;  "m.  ob."  indicates  multiple  observers 


3LUME  57  (2003)  • NUMBER  3 


423 


Table  2.  Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  in  the  northeastern  United  States. 


Location 

Date 

Details 

Source 

Connecticut 

Hartford 

19  Dec  1954 

suspect  details 

Zeranski  and  Baptist  1990 

Fairfield 

2 May  1962 

suspect  details 

Zeranski  and  Baptist  1990 

Hartford 

13  Feb  1966 

suspect  details 

Zeranski  and  Baptist  1990 

New  Jersey 

Camden 

Winter  1876 

credible  details 

Stone  1965 

Cape  May 

28  Apr  1962 

suspect  details 

Halliwell  etal.  2000 

Middlesex 

9 Dec  1989 

suspect  details 

Halliwell  et  al.  2000 

Sussex 

Fall  1968 

suspect  details 

Halliwell  etal.  2000 

Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia  area 

Fall  1885? 

specimen  lost/credible  details 

McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000 

Berks 

6 Sep  1894 

specimen  /Reading  Museum** 

McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000 

Franklin 

12  Aug  1903 

suspect  details 

McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000 

Table  3.  Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  in  the  central  United  States. 


Location 

Date 

Details 

Source 

Iowa 

Lee 

(also  Hancock,  IL) 

Kansas 

9-13  May  1893 

suspect  details 

DuMont  1935 

Johnson 

Kentucky 

25  Dec  1997-24  Jan  1998 

m.  ob./documented** 

Grzybowski  1998 

Russell 

Missouri 

26  Sep  1999-12  Oct  1999 

m.  ob./documented** 

Palmer-Ball  2003 

St.  Louis 

Nebraska 

6 May  1878 

credible  details 

Robbins  and 
Easterla  1992 

Sioux 

26  Feb  1896 

suspect  details 

Bruner  1896 

* = accepted  but  with  details  insufficient  to  rule  out  Sitta pygmaea  **  = accepted  by  state  bird  records  committee 
italics  indicate  names  of  counties;  "m.  ob."  indicates  multiple  observers 


Nuthatches  (Tables  1-2),  pos- 
sibly indicating  another  peak 
in  extralimital  appearances. 

Five  of  these  are  considered 
“suspect”  records  front  the 
Northeast  (Zeranski  and  Bap- 
tist 1990,  Halliwell  et  al. 

2000),  and  only  one,  the  1971 
Milwaukee  record,  has  been 
officially  accepted  as  a Brown- 
headed Nuthatch.  There  was  a 
Wisconsin  sighting  of  a 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  on  1 
May  1964  in  Rock  County 
(Maxson  1964)  and  another 
in  Dane  County  on  14  May 
1970.  These  two  sightings 
were  accepted  by  Robbins 
(1991),  but,  as  with  the  Indi- 
ana report,  the  details  were 
considered  insufficient  to 
exclude  Pygmy  Nuthatch.  A 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  fre- 
quented a feeder  at  Milwau- 
kee County,  Wisconsin  front 
October  1971  through  Janu- 
ary 1972  (Robbins  1991). 

There  was  also  one  other  sight 
record  at  Milwaukee  County 
in  1977.  The  observer  viewed 
the  bird  at  close  range  and 
noted  the  rich,  chocolate 
brown  coloration  of  the  head 
(M.  Korducki,  pers.  comm.). 

There  was  one  isolated, 
suspect  sighting  for  New  Jer- 
sey in  1989.  This  was  the  last 
of  three  “suspect”  twentieth- 
century  sightings  for  the  state,  with  the  two 
others  being  front  the  1960s  (Halliwell  et  al. 
2000).  Such  occasional  sightings  might  be 
expected,  given  the  state’s  close  proximity  to 
the  Delaware  population,  though  the  water 
barrier  of  the  Delaware  Bay  would  certainly 
pose  an  obstacle  for  at  least  some  wanderers. 

Between  1997  and  2001,  there  were  five 
north-of-range  records  of  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  (Tables  1-3).  Each 
bird  was  documented  and  fur- 
nished a first  or  second  state 
record.  The  first  of  these  was 
at  Johnson  County,  Kansas, 
where  a Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  frequented  a feeder 
from  25  December  1997 
through  25  January  1998 
(Grzybowski  1998).  A Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  also  fre- 
quented a feeder  in  Russell 
County,  Kentucky  from  26 
September  through  12  Octo- 
ber 1999.  This  was  only  about 
90  km  north  of  the  recently 
expanded  Tennessee  breeding 
range  but  nevertheless  a first 


state  record  (Palmer-Ball  2003). 

At  Milwaukee  County,  Wisconsin,  a 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  frequented  a feeder 
from  26  February  through  19  April  2000  (R. 
Domagalski,  pers.  comm.).  A little  over  a year 
later,  an  individual  was  found  at  Lake  County, 
Illinois,  72  km  to  the  south  of  Milwaukee. 
Unlike  most  of  the  other  sightings,  this  bird 
was  not  visiting  a feeder  but  was  found  in  a 


large  area  of  Scots  Pine  (P 
sylvestris)  and  Austrian  Pine 
(P.  nigra ) that  had  been 
planted  in  the  1880s.  This 
record  is  also  unusual  for 
being  the  only  summer 
record  noted  in  any  northern 
state.  This  bird  was  first  seen 
on  11  July  2001  and  was  last 
seen  on  9 February  2002  (ph. 
in  North  American  Birds  55: 
505).  In  a remarkable  exam- 
ple of  precise  habitat  selec- 
tion by  vagrant  birds,  a Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker 
( Picoidcs  borealis ) had  been 
found  at  this  same  location  in 
2000.  The  nuthatch  was 
actually  observed  in  the  same 
pine  tree  in  which  the  wood- 
pecker had  been  seen  to  roost 
(Brock  2001;  Semel  2002;  B. 
Wengelewski,  pers.  cotnm.; 
ph.  in  North  American  Birds 
55:  118). 

In  northeastern  Ohio,  the 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
returned  to  the  realm  of  Kirt- 
land  after  a 163-year  hiatus 
(Figure  2).  This  individual 
frequented  a feeder  and  was 
photographed  and  docu- 
mented by  multiple  observers 
from  21  November  2001 
through  14  January  2002 
(Gilbert  2001). 

POTENTIAL  INFLUENCES  OF 
ANTHROPOGENIC  AND  NATURAL 
LANDSCAPE  CHANGES  ON  BROWN- 
HEADED NUTHATCH  DISTRIBUTION 

The  first  recorded  peak  in  extralimital  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  records  occurred  during  the 
period  between  1877  and  1903  (Table  4). 
Extensive  logging  took  place  in  the  southeast- 
ern United  States  during  this  same  period. 
Ashe  (1894)  calculated  the  decrease  in  the 
area  of  Longleaf  Pine  forest 
between  1880  and  1894,  con- 
cluding that  the  constantly 
accelerating  rate  of  consump- 
tion would  result  in  the  com- 
plete elimination  of  North 
Carolina’s  Longleaf  Pine  for- 
est in  less  than  20  years 
(Ashe  1894).  His  similar 
assessment  of  the  state’s 
Loblolly  Pine  forest  predicted 
exhaustion  of  the  supply 
within  15  years.  Forest  fires 
were  also  widespread  in 
North  Carolina  during  this 
period,  with  221,000  ha 
burned  in  1880  (Ashe  1895). 
In  turn-of-the-century 


Figure  2.  Observers  gather  to  watch  for  the  vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  at  Geauga  County, 
Ohio  on  9 December  2001 . Photograph  by  Frank  Renfrow. 
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Table  4.  Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  records  by  decade. 
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Mississippi,  the  development  of 
a railroad  system  allowed  for 
extensive  logging  activities. 

Wildfires  were  also  widespread 
until  conservation  measures 
were  enacted  during  the  1930s. 

Turcotte  and  Watts  (1999) 
describe  how  the  former 
pinewoods  were  reduced  to 
blackened  stump  forests.  Many 
of  the  fires  in  the  South  at  this 
time  were  deliberately  set  in 
order  to  improve  livestock  for- 
age. Nicholson  (1997)  consid- 
ered a contemporary  estimate  of 
400,000  ha  of  Tennessee  forest 
burned  in  1880  to  be  overly  con- 
servative. Robbins  and  Easterla 
(1992)  recount  how  the  Short- 
leaf  Pine  region  of  southeastern 
Missouri  was  devastated  by  the 
lumber  industry  between  the 
1880s  and  the  early  1900s. 

During  1931  and  1932,  a 
period  of  severe  droughts  and 
forest  fires  occurred  throughout 
much  of  the  southeastern  United  States,  with 
close  to  800,000  ha  burned  in  the  Carolinas, 
Georgia,  and  Florida  at  that  time  (Holbrook 
1943).  This  brief  period  of  widespread  habitat 
disruption — which  was  perhaps  the  worst  in 
the  past  three  centuries  as  far  as  drought  is 
concerned  (Cook  et  al.  1996) — coincided 
with  the  1932  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  sight- 
ing in  Indiana. 

The  subsequent  peak  in  extralimital  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  reports  in  the  mid-twentieth 
century  (Table  4)  coincided  with  another 
period  of  intensified  logging  of  the  southern 
pinewoods.  During  the  1950s  and  1960s,  log- 
ging was  increased  in  order  to  optimize  lum- 
ber and  pulp  production  during  a period  of 
marked  economic  growth  in  the  United  States. 
This  increase  was  also  a possible  factor  in  the 
noticeable  decline  in  Red-cockaded  Wood- 
pecker populations  during  this  same  period. 
Insect  infestations  were  also  a contributing 
factor  in  the  loss  of  Loblolly  Pine, 
with  over  42,000  ha  defoliated  by  the 
Loblolly  Pine  Sawfiy  ( Neodiprion 
taedae  linearis ) in  eastern  Texas  dur- 
ing the  early  1950s  (Walker  1998), 
for  instance. 

In  Tennessee,  despite  an  overall 
decrease  in  naturally-occurring 
Loblolly-Shortleaf  Pine  and  oak- 
pine  habitat,  there  had  been  a large 
increase  in  pine  plantations  over  the 
past  century,  prior  to  the  recent  pine- 
beetle  outbreaks.  Over  200,000  ha  of 
pine  plantations  existed  by  1991, 
mostly  of  Loblolly  Pine  and  mainly 
on  the  Cumberland  Plateau  (Nichol- 
son 1997).  Similarly,  in  North  Car- 
olina, Potter  et  al.  (1980)  describe 


the  planting  of  Loblolly  Pine  in  abandoned 
farmland  in  areas  of  the  state  that  had  formerly 
been  native  deciduous  forest. 

The  recent  peak  of  vagrant  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  records  during  the  1990s  has  contin- 
ued into  the  present  decade  (Table  4).  During 
this  period,  negative  factors  affecting  the 
southern  pinewoods  have  included  increased 
logging,  drought,  fire,  storm  and  hurricane 
damage,  and  an  extensive  outbreak  of  the 
Southern  Pine  Beetle.  During  the  mid-1990s, 
the  resurgence  of  logging  in  the  South  was 
staggering:  the  previous  record  production  of 
southern  pine  lumber— 4.95  billion  board 
meters  cut  in  1902 — was  not  approached  again 
until  1996,  when  4.64  billion  board  meters 
were  harvested  (Walker  1998). 

Stedman  (1996)  describes  how  extensive 
clear-cutting  of  pine  forests  in  northern  Missis- 
sippi may  have  caused  Brown-headed 
Nuthatches  to  move  north  into  southwestern 


Tennessee.  These  southern  Ten- 
nessee populations  are  all  within 
the  relatively  small  area  of  native 
Loblolly  Pine  that  occurs  in  the 
southernmost  portions  of  the 
state.  The  population  at  Kingston 
is  100  km  north  of  the  native 
range  of  Loblolly  Pine.  A large 
stand  of  planted  Loblolly  Pines  at 
the  steam  plant  entrance  was  cut 
as  a beetle  control  measure  in 

2000,  and  the  few  remaining  trees 
succumbed  to  pine  beetles  in 

2001.  The  one  Kentucky  record  of 
a Brown-headed  Nuthatch  also 
occurred  within  a large  area  of 
planted  Loblolly  Pines.  These 
pines  still  appeared  healthy  in 
2000  (Renfrow,  unpubl.)  but  were 
entirely  wiped  out  by  the  pine 
beetles  during  the  following  year 
(B.  Palmer-Ball,  pers.  comm.). 

The  final  years  of  the  twenti- 
eth century  also  brought  moder- 
ate to  severe  drought  conditions 
to  many  parts  of  the  southeastern 
United  States,  which  persisted  in  many  areas 
well  into  the  summer  of  2002.  A major  snow- 
storm in  February  of  1998  followed  by  a 
severe  windstorm  on  16  April  1998  caused 
extensive  damage  to  National  Forest  areas, 
particularly  the  pine  trees,  in  eastern  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.  Walker  (1998)  cites  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  tree-destroying  storms 
and  tropical  cyclones  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
in  the  late  1980s  and  1990s  as  adversely 
affecting  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  popula- 
tions, and  these  factors  clearly  helped  to  pre- 
cipitate the  recent  outbreak  of  the  Southern 
Pine  Beetle,  which  has  affected  the  pinewoods 
in  Alabama,  eastern  Kentucky,  western  North 
Carolina,  and  eastern  Tennessee,  as  well  as  the 
fragile  maritime  pine  forests  of  the  barrier 
islands  of  North  Carolina  and  to  a lesser 
extent  Virginia.  This  pine-beetle  outbreak  was 
particularly  severe  on  the  Cumberland 
Plateau,  prompting  the  March  2001  removal 
from  Kentucky  of  the  state’s  last  17 
Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers  by  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (Sted- 
man and  Stedman  2002,  Palmer-Ball 
2003).  A massive  amount  of  logging 
(Figure  3)  has  also  been  carried  out, 
ostensibly  for  pine-beetle  control 
measures,  but  this  has  also  had  a dev- 
astating effect  on  the  actual  and 
potential  nesting  habitat  for  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  (Leberman  2000, 
Renfrow  unpubl.). 

Loblolly  Pine  seems  to  have  been 
particularly  hard  hit  by  pine  beetles, 
whose  invasions  could  themselves  be 
cyclical  in  nature.  There  are  histori- 
cal accounts  of  unusual  pine  mortal- 
ity in  North  Carolina  in  1797,  which 


Figure  3.  A logging  operation  in  an  area  infested  by  Southern  Pine  Beetle  in  Bledsoe 
State  Forest,  Tennessee,  25  September  2001.  Note  the  brown-needled  pine  trees 
in  the  background.  Photograph  by  Frank  Renfrow. 
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Table  5.  Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  records  by  seasonal  occurrence. 
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may  have  been  due  to  a Southern  Pine  Beetle 
outbreak  (Walker  1991).  Nevertheless, 
Loblolly  Pine  may  have  become  weakened  by 
a more  recent  environmental  threat.  This 
species  is  similar  to  White  Pine  (P  strobus ) in 
its  sensitivity  to  increased  levels  of  ultra-violet 
(UV-B)  radiation.  Particularly  high  levels  of 
this  radiation  measured  during  the  summer  of 
1993  may  have  been  due  to  depleted  ozone 
levels  in  the  upper  atmosphere  (Little  1995). 

(Climatic  warming  may  also  be  a factor  in  the 
recent  outbreaks  of  Southern  Pine  Beetle  in 

(several  areas,  as  the  beetle  has  a high  brood 
mortality  at  temperatures  below  -9°  C 
(Wahlenberg  1946). 

It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  negative 
effects  that  the  combined  events  of  logging, 
fires,  and  other  disruptions  of  habitat  might 
have  had  on  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  popula- 
tions by  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century.  A 
half-century  later,  Burleigh  (1958)  witnessed 
how  the  species  decreased  from  common  and 

I widespread  to  scarce  and  local  after  logging 
operations  had  decimated  the  pinewoods 
around  Athens,  Georgia.  The  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  had  to  adapt  to  a radically  changed 
landscape  after  the  clearing  of  the  pine 
forests.  Pough  (1946)  describes  this  species 
as  being  attracted  to  decaying  snags  in  burns 
and  clearings  as  well  as  to  young  seedling 
pines  on  abandoned  farmland.  This  descrip- 
tion of  habitat  preference  differs  from  the 
mature  pinewoods  described  as  their  primary 
habitat  in  both  earlier  and  more  recent  times. 
These  mid-century  accounts  perhaps  support 
the  inference  that  habitat  degradation  during 
the  middle  twentieth  century  can  be  linked  to 
this  period  of  renewed  vagrant  sightings. 


Along  with  disturbance  from  logging  and 
fires,  cyclical  failures  of  the  cone  crop  may 
also  account  for  some  vagrant  occurrences. 
The  Longleaf  Pine  ecosystem  is  marked  by 
heavy  seed  production,  usually  at  intervals  of 
five  years,  but  intervals  as  infrequent  as  10 
years  occasionally  take  place  (Walker  1998). 
These  prolonged  periods  of  rest  are  followed 
by  exceptionally  prolific  seed  production. 
During  the  1800s,  heavy  mast  years  were 
recorded  in  1845,  1872,  and  1892  (Schwarz 
1907).  Irruptive  behavior  during  years  of 
cone-crop  failure  might  be  a likely  result,  as  is 
the  case  in  Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  data  compiled  above,  unvetted 
Project  FeederWatch  reports  indicate  some 
slight  north-of-range  movement  detected  at 
bird  feeders.  Extralimital  Brown-headed 
Nuthatches  are  reported  intermittently  at 
feeders,  venturing  out  of  their  usual  haunts 
every  five  to  seven  years,  or  roughly  when  the 
pine-seed  crop  fails  (Dunn  and  Tessaglia- 
Hymes  1999).  Some  vertical  migration  and 
irruptive  behavior,  possibly  tied  to  cone  crop 
abundance,  has  also  been  suspected  in  the 
Pygmy  Nuthatch  (Bent  1948,  Matthysen 
1998).  This  western  counterpart  to  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  also  shows  a modest  pattern 
of  vagrancy  east  to  Nebraska,  Kansas,  North 
Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  Iowa  that  can  be 
plausibly  tied  to  episodes  of  intensive  logging, 
extreme  drought,  and  extensive  forest  fires 
(Renfrow,  unpubl.). 

In  addition  to  fluctuations  in  natural  food 
supply,  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  are  cer- 
tainly subject  to  natural  landscape  degrada- 
tion. Some  pine  species,  for  instance,  are  pre- 
disposed to  a limited  life  cycle.  Upon  germi- 


nation, the  stem  of  the  Shortleaf  Pine  devel- 
ops a double  crook  just  below  the  ground. 
Consequently,  stands  more  than  100  years  old 
begin  to  deteriorate  rapidly.  Loblolly  Pine 
lacks  a dominant  taproot  and  is  thus  particu- 
larly susceptible  to  wind-throw  as  it  ages 
(Walker  1998).  Although  fire  is  an  essential 
ingredient  in  maintaining  the  health  of  the 
southern  pinewoods,  historical  accounts 
describe  periodic,  uncontrolled  wildfires  dev- 
astating vast  areas  of  mature  pines  (Ashe 
1895,  Walker  1991). 

OTHER  FACTORS  THAT  MAY  INFLUENCE 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  BROWN-HEADED 
NUTHATCH 

Another  natural  factor  that  possibly  limits 
range  expansion  in  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
is  its  primary  preference  for  pine  seed  wings 
as  nesting  material  (Norris  1958).  This  may 
explain  why  most  populations  are  in  areas 
with  at  least  some  component  of  Loblolly 
Pine,  Longleaf  Pine,  or  Slash  Pine  (P  clliottii). 
These  three  species  have  seed  wings  roughly 
twice  the  size  of  Shortleaf  Pine,  Virginia  Pine 
(P  virginianus ),  and  Pitch  Pine  seed  wings. 
The  latter  three  species  have  ranges  that 
extend  well  to  the  north  of  the  range  of  the 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch,  while  the  former 
three  do  not. 

Interspecific  competition  and  hostility 
between  the  White-breasted  Nuthatch  ( Sitta 
caroliriensis ) and  the  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
has  been  cited  as  a limiting  factor  in  the 
ranges  of  both  species  (Root  1988,  Harrap  and 
Quinn  1995).  However,  the  author  has 
observed  both  species  in  mixed  oak-pine 
forests  feeding  peacefully  in  close  proximity. 
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each  keeping  to  their  preferred  oaks  or  pines 
respectively,  in  locations  as  widely  separated 
as  western  South  Carolina  and  eastern  Texas. 
In  the  Piedmont  region  of  Georgia,  where 
both  species  are  common,  they  can  occasion- 
ally be  found  foraging  at  different  levels  in  the 
same  tree  with  little  or  no  animosity  noted. 
Thus,  it  would  appear  that  these  species  seg- 
regate by  habitat  and  niche  as  well  as  diver- 
gent foraging  strategies. 

TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS:  PATTERNS  OF 
DISPERSAL  AND  VAGRANCY  AND  THEIR 
POSSIBLE  CAUSES 

Despite  assertions  to  the  contrary  (Norris 
1958,  Withgott  and  Smith  1998),  there  is  evi- 
dence that  some  dispersal  of  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  occurs  on  an  irregular  basis.  An 
analysis  (Table  5)  of  vagrant  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  records  indicates  high  seasonal  vari- 
ability. Ten  records  cluster  in  the  spring,  from 
April  and  May,  whereas  one  is  from  March, 
and  there  are  none  from  June.  Six  recent 
records  are  of  extended  duration,  one  in  the 
early  spring  and  five  from  the  fall  and  winter, 
one  of  these  beginning  in  July;  the  remaining 
nine  extralimital  records  are  also  from  the  fall 
and  winter.  Whereas  natural  and  anthro- 
pogenic alterations  of  habitat  appear  to  corre- 
spond crudely  to  large-scale  temporal  patterns 
of  extralimital  records,  seasonal  patterns  are 
much  more  difficult  matters  for  speculation. 
The  spring  records  may  pertain  to  unmated 
birds  in  search  of  new  territory,  possibly  due 
to  habitat  shortages  in  their  natal  areas,  while 
the  fall  and  winter  records  may  pertain  to 
individuals  fleeing  habitat  disruption  or  cone 
crop  failures.  These  latter  may  also  involve 
juvenile  dispersal,  as  is  the  case  with  fall  and 
winter  vagrant  occurrences  in  many  other 
avian  species  (Berthold  2001). 

Due  to  their  proximity  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  breeding  range,  the  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania 
records  and  reports  might  be  better  catego- 
rized as  pertaining  to  limited  short-range  dis- 
persal rather  than  “vagrant”  occurrence, 
though  the  distinction  between  designations 
of  “dispersive”  versus  “vagrant”  is  often  only 
a semantic  one.  Nevertheless,  similarities  in 
periods  of  occurrence  do  seem  to  link  23  of 
the  26  possible  records,  and  it  is  curious  that 
records  or  reports  of  the  species  in  areas 
between  the  near  and  far  extremes  of 
extralimital  occurrence  are  lacking.  There  are 
no  credible  records  from  Illinois,  Indiana,  or 
Ohio  away  from  the  Great  Lakes,  which  may 
have  as  much  to  do  with  the  patterns  of 
human  settlement  along  the  lakes,  which 
clearly  concentrates  observers  of  birds,  and 
likewise  with  the  concentrating  effect  of  the 
lakes’  coastlines  on  vagrant  passerines.  The 
comparatively  large  number  of  occurrences  in 
the  Great  Lakes  region,  and  more  specifically 
in  the  Milwaukee  area  in  particular,  is  note- 
worthy: out  of  a total  of  26  possible  records, 


11  were  within  120  km  of  one  of  the  Great 
Lakes.  Of  these,  three  were  at  Milwaukee  and 
four  others  were  not  more  than  160  km  dis- 
tant. This  clustering  of  records  may  reflect  the 
general  lack  of  significant  areas  of  coniferous 
habitat  between  the  Great  Lakes  region  and 
the  southern  pinewoods,  as  well  as  the  physi- 
cal barrier  to  further  movement  posed  by  the 
lakes  themselves.  A dear  reluctance  to  cross 
the  Great  Lakes  has  been  noted  even  in  long- 
distance migrant  passerines.  Dunn  and  No! 
(1980)  found  that  migrating  warblers,  the 
juveniles  in  particular,  would  sometimes 
return  to  land  after  starting  to  cross  Lake  Erie. 
(The  absence  of  historical  or  modern  Cana- 
dian reports  of  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
[Godfrey  1979;  K.  Roy,  pers.  comm.]  is  there- 
fore unsurprising.)  Withgott  and  Smith 
(1998)  describe  the  flight  of  the  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  as  fairly  weak,  slow,  and 
short-distanced.  In  Bent  (1948),  flight  is 
described  as  gently  undulating  but  with 
strong  and  rapid  wing-beats.  The  latter 
description  is  much  more  in  agreement  with 
the  author’s  observations  of  the  species,  which 
occasionally  executes  swift,  direct  flights 
across  expanses  of  open  water  one  km  or 
more  (pers.  obs.).  Tail  length  in  this  species  is 
relatively  shorter  than  in  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  but  relative  wing  length  is  about 
the  same,  which  may  indicate  that  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  might  well  be  capable  of 
such  extended  flights. 

Analysis  of  extralimital  records  by  region 
yields  different  results  for  each  period  of  wan- 
dering. Vagrant  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
records  from  the  1800s  are  almost  equally 
divided  between  the  Northeast,  the  Central, 
and  the  Great  Lakes  regions  (Table  4),  possi- 
bly indicative  of  the  widespread  habitat  degra- 
dation that  took  place  throughout  the  South- 
east during  this  period.  There  are  no  records 
from  the  Central  region  during  the  mid- 1900s 
and  only  one  suspect  record  from  the  North- 
east during  the  most  recent  period.  These 
more  regionally  specific  distinctions  may  indi- 
cate nuthatches’  responses  to  differing  habitat 
changes  in  areas  roughly  south  of  the  vagrant 
sightings. 

The  planting  of  Loblolly  Pine  in  areas 
where  it  is  not  native  has  most  likely  played  a 
significant  role  in  expansion  of  the  breeding 
range,  and  the  sudden  loss  of  these  planted 
pines  due  to  the  recent  pine-beetle  outbreak 
may  be  a factor  in  the  recent  increase  in 
vagrant  occurrences. 

In  sum,  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  occa- 
sionally wander  considerable  distances,  and 
this  limited  dispersive  (or  irruptive)  behavior 
appears  to  be  a response  to  severe  habitat  loss 
and  degradation,  with  which  all  peaks  in 
reports  of  extralimital  nuthatches  show  corre- 
lation. Forest  fires,  droughts,  and  shortages  of 
breeding  places  are  some  of  the  primary  rea- 
sons for  so-called  “escape  movements”  in  birds 
(Berthold  2001).  Such  movements  would 


appear  to  be  the  best  explanatory  model  for 
these  vagrant  occurrences,  which  probably  fol- 
low cycles  of  natural  as  well  as  anthropogenic 
degradation  of  the  southern  pinewoods. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

First  and  foremost,  I would  like  to  acknowl- 
edge special  thanks  to  Bill  Whan,  the  editor 
of  the  Ohio  Cardinal,  who  provided  invalu- 
able assistance  in  the  procurement  of  refer- 
ence sources,  provision  of  contact  informa- 
tion, and  the  review  of  several  preliminary 
drafts  of  the  manuscript  in  progress.  Wendell 
Argabrite,  Dan  Balser,  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  jay 
Buckelew,  Robert  Domagalski,  Erica  Dunn, 
Wayne  Forsythe,  Don  Gorney,  Tom  Halliwell, 
Wesley  Hochachka,  John  Idzikowski,  Ann 
Johnson,  Robert  Kennedy,  Mark  Korducki, 
Laurie  Larson,  Harry  LeGrand,  Robert  Leber- 
man,  Tony  Leukering,  Stan  Lincoln,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Sebastian  Patti,  Nick  Pulcinella, 
Dave  Rintoul,  Kayo  Roy,  Brad  Semel,  Steve 
Stedman,  Mark  Szantyr,  Bill  Wengelewski, 
and  Kristof  Zyskowski  all  provided  informa- 
tion on  records  and  occurrences.  A special 
thanks  to  Linda  Gilbert  and  the  rest  of  the 
Gilbert  family  for  allowing  several  hundred 
observers,  including  this  author,  to  view  the 
Ohio  Brown-headed  Nuthatch  from  their 
backyard  and  kitchen  window. 

LITERATURE  CITED 

American  Ornithologists’  Union.  [A.  O.  U.]. 
1998.  Check-list  of  North  American  birds, 
Seventh  edition.  Washington,  D.C.,  Amer- 
ican Ornithologists’  Union. 

Ashe,  W.  W.  1894.  The  forests,  forest  lands, 
and  forest  products  of  eastern  North  Car- 
olina. North  Carolina  Geological  Survey 
Bulletin  5. 

. 1895.  Forest  fires:  their  destructive 

work,  causes  and  prevention.  North  Car- 
olina Geological  Survey  Bulletin  7. 

Barrows,  W.  B.  1912.  Michigan  birdlife. 
Michigan  Agricultural  College,  Lansing, 
Michigan. 

Basham,  B.  1969.  Four  additions  to  the  Ten- 
nessee state  list.  Migrant  40:  36. 

Bent,  A.  C.  1948.  Life  histories  of  North 
American  nuthatches,  wrens,  thrashers, 
and  their  allies.  United  States  Museum  Bul- 
letin 195:  1-55. 

Berthold,  P 2001.  Bird  migration:  a general 
survey.  Oxford  University  Press,  New 
York.' 

Brock,  K.  J.  2001.  The  nesting  season:  Mid- 
diewestern  Prairie  region.  North  American 
Birds  55:  438-441. 

Bruner,  A.  W.  1996.  Report  of  the  Indiana 
Bird  Records  Committee  1992-1995.  Indi- 
ana Audubon  Quarterly  74:  78. 

Burleigh,  T.  D.  1958.  Georgia  Birds.  Univer- 
sity of  Oklahoma  Press,  Norman,  Okla- 
homa. 

Cardiff,  S.  W.  1997.  The  spring  migration: 
Central  Southern  region.  Field  Notes  51: 


LOME  5 7 ( 2 0 0 3 ) 


NUMBER  3 


427 


VAGRANCY  IN  BROWN-HEADED  NUTHATCH 

880-884. 

• Comstock,  R.  L.  1963.  Brown-headed 

S Nuthatch  in  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia. 

| Migrant  34:  94. 

j Cook,  E.  R.,  D.  M.  Meko,  D.  W.  Stahle,  and 

M.  K.  Cleaveland.  1996.  Tree-ring  recon- 
structions of  past  drought  across  the 
coterminous  United  States:  tests  of  a 
regression  method  and  calibration/verifica- 
tion  results.  Pages  155-169  in:  Dean,  j.  S., 

D.  M.  Meko,  and  T.  W.  Swetnam,  eds.  Tree 
Rings,  Environment,  and  Humanity.  Radio- 
carbon, Tucson,  Arizona. 

Dumont,  P.  A.  1935.  An  old  record  of  the 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  in  Iowa  and  Illi- 
nois. Wilson  Bulletin  47:  240. 

Dunn,  E.  H.,  and  E.  Nol  1980.  Age-related 
j migratory  behavior  of  warblers.  Journal  of 

j Field  Ornithology  51:  254-269. 

Dunn,  E.  H.,  and  D.  L.  Tessaglia-Hymes 

1999.  Birds  at  your  feeder.  Norton,  New 

York. 

Gilbert,  L.  2001.  The  surprise  nuthatch.  Ohio 
Cardinal  25:  42-43. 

Godfrey,  E.  1979.  The  Birds  of  Canada. 

National  Museums  of  Canada,  Ottawa. 

Grzybowski,  J.A.  1998.  The  winter  season: 
Southern  Great  Plains  region.  Field  Notes 

52:  217-221. 

Hall,  G.  A.  1988.  The  nesting  season: 
Appalachian  region.  American  Birds  42: 
433-436. 

. 1998.  The  fall  migration:  Appalachian 

region.  Field  Notes  52:  56-60. 

Halliwell,  T.,  R.  Kane,  L.  Larson,  and  R 

Lehman.  2000.  The  Historical  Report  of 
the  New  Jersey  Bird  Records  Committee 

Rare  Bird  Reports  Through  1989.  Records 
of  New  Jersey  Birds  26:  1-44. 

Haney,  J.  C.  1981.  The  distribution  and  life 
history  of  the  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
(Sitta  pusilla)  in  Tennessee.  The  Migrant 

52:  77-86. 

Harrap,  S.,  and  D.  Quinn  1995.  Chickadees, 
tits,  nuthatches  and  treecreepers.  Princeton 
University  Press,  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

Holbrook,  S.  H.  1943.  Burning  of  an  empire: 
the  story  of  American  forest  fires.  MacMil- 
lan, New  York. 

lliff,  M.J.  1997.  The  nesting  season:  Middle 
Atlantic  Coast  region.  Field  Notes  51: 
980-985. 

. 1998.  The  winter  season:  Middle 

Atlantic  Coast  region  Field  Notes  52: 

178-184. 

. 1999.  The  spring  migration:  Middle 

Atlantic  Coast  region.  North  American 

Birds  53:  265-268. 

. 2000.  The  winter  season:  Middle 

Atlantic  Coast  region.  North  American 

Birds  54:  163-166. 

Kirtland,  J.  P.  1838.  Report  on  the  Zoology 
of  Ohio.  Second  Annual  Report  on  the  Geo- 
logical Survey  of  Ohio,  pp.  157-200. 

Samuel  Medary,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Leberman,  R.  C.  2000.  The  nesting  season: 

Appalachia.  North  American  Birds  54: 
381-384. 

Levine,  E.,  ed.  1998.  Bull’s  Birds  of  New  York 
State.  Cornell  University  Press,  Ithaca, 

New  York. 

Little,  C.  E.  1995.  The  dying  of  the  trees:  the 
pandemic  in  America’s  forests.  Penguin, 

New  York. 

Matthysen,  E.  1998.  The  nuthatches.  T.&  A. 

D.  Poyser,  London. 

Maxson,  M.  1964.  Brown-headed  Nuthatch 
at  Milton.  Passenger  Pigeon  27:  11. 

McWilliams,  G.  M.,  and  D.  W.  Brauning 

2000.  The  birds  of  Pennsylvania.  Cornell 
University  Press,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

Myers,  B.M.,  and  PA.  Wallace  2002.  The 
spring  migration:  Central  Southern.  North 
American  Birds  56:  315-317. 

Mumford,  R.  E.,  and  C.  E.  Keller.  1984.  The 
birds  of  Indiana.  Indiana  University  Press, 
Bloomington,  Indiana. 

Nicholson,  C.  P.  1997.  Atlas  of  the  breeding 
birds  of  Tennessee.  University  of  Tennessee 
Press,  Knoxville,  Tennesssee. 

Norris,  R.  A.  1958.  Comparative  biosystem- 
atics  and  life  history  of  the  nuthatches 

Sitta  pygmaea  and  Sitta  pusilla.  University 
of  California  Publications  in  Zoology  56: 
119-300. 

Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  B.  2003.  Annotated  checklist 
of  the  birds  of  Kentucky:  second  edition. 
Kentucky  Ornithological  Society, 

Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Pearson,  T.  G.,  C.  S.  Brimley,  and  H.  H.  Brim- 
ley  1942.  Birds  of  North  Carolina.  Bynum 
Printing  Company,  Raleigh,  North  Car- 
olina. 

Potter,  E.  E,J.  E Parnell,  and  R.  P Teulings. 
1980.  Birds  of  the  Carolinas.  University  of 
North  Carolina  Press,  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina. 

Pough,  R.  H.  1946.  Audubon  Fand  Bird  Guide. 
Doubleday,  Garden  City,  New  York. 

Pyle,  P.  1997.  Identification  guide  to  North 
American  birds.  Slate  Creek  Press,  Boli- 
nas,  California. 

Robbins,  M.  B.,  and  D.  A.  Easterla.  1992. 

Birds  of  Missouri:  their  distribution  and 
abundance.  University  of  Missouri  Press, 
Columbia,  Missouri. 

Robbins,  S.  D.  1991.  Wisconsin  birdlife:  popu- 
lation and  distribution  past  and  present.  The 
University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Robinson,  J.  C.  1990.  An  annotated  checklist 
to  the  birds  of  Tennessee.  University  of  Ten- 
nessee Press,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Root,  T.  L.  1988.  Atlas  of  wintering  birds.  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  Press,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Schwarz,  G.  E 1907.  The  longleaf  pine  in  the 
virgin  forest.  John  Wiley  and  Sons,  New 

York. 

Semel,  B.  2002.  First  Illinois  record  of  the 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch.  Meadowlark  10: 
122-123. 

Simpson,  M.  B.  1992.  Birds  of  the  Blue  Ridge 

Mountains:  a guide  for  the  Blue  Ridge  Park- 
way, Great  Smoky  Mountains,  Shenandoah 
National  Park  and  Neighboring  areas.  Uni- 
versity  of  North  Carolina  Press,  Chapel 

Hill,  North  Carolina. 

Sloane,  C,  and  B.  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  2003.  The 
winter  season:  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
North  American  Birds  57:  209-211. 

Smith,  P.  W.,  and  S.  A.  Smith.  1994.  Prelimi- 
nary assessment  of  the  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  in  the  Bahamas.  Bahamas  Jour- 
nal of  Science  2:  22-26. 

Stedman,  S.  J.  1996.  The  winter  season:  Cen- 
tral Southern  region.  Field  Notes  50: 

179-182. 

. 2000.  The  winter  season:  Central 

Southern  region.  North  American  Birds  54: 
187-190. 

Stedman,  S.J.,  and  B.H.  Stedman  2002.  Notes  | 
on  the  birds  of  the  Big  South  Fork  National 
River  and  Recreation  Area  and  Obed 

National  Wild  and  Scenic  River.  Printing 
Services,  Tennessee  Technological  Univer- 
sity, Cookeville,  Tennessee. 

Stedman,  S.J.,  and  W.A.  Walden.  A popula- 
tion of  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  in  Put- 
nam County,  Tennessee.  Migrant  74  (in 
press). 

Stone,  W.  1965.  Bird  studies  at  old  Cape  May. 
Dover,  Inc.,  New  York. 

Sutton,  G.  M.  1967.  Oklahoma  birds:  their 
ecology  and  distribution,  with  comments  on 
the  avifauna  of  the  southern  Great  Plains. 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  Norman, 
Oklahoma. 

Trabue,  L.  O.  1965.  A review  of  Tennessee 
Christmas  counts.  Migrant  36:  36-44. 

Turcotte,  W.  H.,  and  D.  L.  Watts  1999.  Birds 
of  Mississippi.  University  Press  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Wahlenberg,  W.  G.  1946.  Longleaf  pine: 
its  use,  ecology,  regeneration,  protection, 
growth  and  management.  Charles 

Lathrop  Pack  Forestry  Foundation, 
Washington,  D.C. 

Walker,  L.  C.  1991.  The  southern  forest:  a 
chronicle.  University  of  Austin  Press, 

Austin,  Texas. 

. 1998.  The  North  American  forests: 

geography,  ecology  and  silviculture.  CRC 
Press,  Boca  Raton,  Florida. 

Whan,  B.  2001.  Early  Works  on  Ohio  Birds 
byj.  P.  Kirtland.  Ohio  Cardinal  24: 

189-212. 

Withgott,  J.  H.,  and  K.  G.  Smith.  1998. 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch.  The  Birds  of 

North  America,  No.  349  (A.  Poole  and  E 

Gill,  eds.)  The  Academy  of  Natural  Sci- 
ences, Philadephia,  and  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union,  Washington,  D.C. 

Woodruff,  E.  S.  1908.  A preliminary  list  of 
the  birds  of  Shannon  and  Carter  Counties, 
Missouri.  Auk  25:  191-214. 

Zeranski,  J.  D.,  and  T.  R.  Baptist.  1990.  Con- 
necticut birds.  University  Press  of  New 
England,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire.  © 

428 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BIR 

Pictorial  Highlights 


Careful  scrutiny  of  northeastern  coastal  sites  has  turned  up  more  and  more  records  of 
Midwestern  and  Far  Western  species  in  springtime.  This  Bell's  Vlreo  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  was  banded  20  May  (here  21  May)  2003  at  Monhegan  Island,  Maine, 
a productive  migrant  trap.  Photograph  by  G.  Dennis. 


The  second  of  two  male  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  found  on  islands  in  national  parks  this  spring 
(the  first  was  at  Biscayne  National  Park  25-27  March),  this  bird  was  found  inside  Fort  Jefferson  at 
Dry  Tortugas  National  Park  29  April  to  3 May  2003.  Although  these  birds  were  likely  to  have  been 
vagrants  from  the  Yucatan  or  from  Cuba,  Red-legged  Honeycreepers  are  also  found  in  aviculture, 
obscuring  the  source  (and  perhaps  significance)  of  these  records.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 


A hybrid  combination  rarely  well  documented,  this  Chipping  Sparrow  x Clay-colored  Sparrow  was 
photographed  at  Rondeau  Provincial  Park,  Ontario  3 May  2003.  Photograph  by  Man  Wormington. 


A rare  sight  at  any  season  but  especially  unusual  in  spring,  this  Say's  Phoebe  made  an 
appearance  17  and  (here)  18  May  2003  at  Bedford,  Massachusetts.  Photograph  by  Frank  Gardner. 


This  White-tipped  Dove  was  one  of  several  mega-rarities  found  at  Dry  Tortugas  National  Park 
this  spring,  appearing  19  April  and  departing  3 May  2003.  Probably  a vagrant  from  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula,  it  represented  only  the  second  verifiable  record  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River — the  first  also  was  from  the  Tortugas,  in  April  1 995!  Photograph  by  John  Puschod. 


This  drake  teal,  patterned  like  a Blue-winged  but  showing  the  rich  red  coloration  of  a 
Cinnamon  Teal  (and  with  a red  iris),  was  photographed  10  April  2003  at  the  Kingsbury 
Federal  Wildlife  Area,  Indiana.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  1.  McCoy. 
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This  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  found  1 5 May  2003  at  The  Nature  Conservancy's 
Kankakee  Sands  Project,  Indiana.  Digital  photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


A wildly  out-of-range  male  Hooded 
Oriole  was  photographed  25  May  2003 
at  a feeder  in  Blackhawk  County, 
Iowa.  Photograph  by  Judy  Meinecke. 


This  male  Painted  Bunting  in  Fulton  County  29  April  (here  30  April)  to 
31  May  2003  provided  Kentucky  with  a first  fully  documented  record. 
The  closest  breeding  population  is  about  200  km  to  the  south  in 
Shelby  County,  Tennessee.  Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


This  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  (at  right),  seen  here  25  May  2003,  the  day  of  its  discovery,  was  present  at  Calgary,  Alberta  until  at  least 
31  May,  a provincial  first.  As  with  many  out-of-range  waterfowl,  its  origin  could  not  be  determined,  but  the  context  of  the  wide- 
spread 2003  "flight"  of  whistling-duck  species  suggests  that  it  was  a wild  bird.  Photograph  by  Terry  Koroiyk. 


A smartly-photographed  male  Prairie  warbler  at  a private  residence 
in  Missoula,  Montana  provided  a second  record  for  western  Montana. 
Photograph  by  Caleb  Putnam. 


Two  Slate-throated  Redstarts  made  their  way  to 
Texas  in  spring  2003.  One  was  in  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  in  mid-March,  and  this  male  was 
near  Boot  Spring  in  Big  Bend  National  Park  2-3 
May  (here  3 May).  There  are  now  seven  records 
for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Mark  IN.  Lockwood. 


A male  Calliope  Hummingbird  was  present  for  a few  days  at 
Garden  City,  Finney  County,  Kansas  in  early  April  (here  8 April) 
2003;  it  provided  the  second  spring  record  for  the  Southern 
Great  Plains  Region.  Photograph  by  Marie  Osterbuhr. 


This  Colima  Warbler  was  located  in  the  Davis  Mountains  Preserve, 
Texas  21  May  2003.  The  bird  was  netted,  and  measurements 
confirmed  the  identification.  This  is  only  the  second  Colima 
Warbler  documented  in  the  Davis  Mountains,  although  there 
appears  to  be  some  hybridization  between  Colima  and 
Virginia's  Warblers  in  the  range.  Photograph  by  Kelly  B.  Bryan. 
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A pair  ef  Black-capped  Grsatcatchers  nested  at  Patagonia  Lake  State  Park,  Arizona  in 
2803.  This  female  was  photographed  in  January  2003.  Photograph  by  Jim  Burns. 


The  highlight  of  a banner  spring  in  the  Bering  Sea  region,  this  Black-winged  Stilt  found 


on  St.  George  Island  in  the  Pribitofs  on  IS  May  2003  famished  the  second  record  for  North 
America.  Based  on  the  pattern  of  the  head  and  hindneck,  it  is  most  likely  of  the  nominate 
race — -indeed  a warm-latitude  bird  in  a wry  cold  climate.  Photograph  by  Carol  Emin. 


Gambeil  is  perhaps  the  best  location  to  look  fsr  Great  Inst  in  North  America.  This 
subadult  was  photographed  there  30  May  2603.  Photograph  by  Gary  ft  Rosenberg. 


This  distinctive  drake  Tufted  Duck  found  on  a pond  near  Cataldo,  Kootenai  County,  Idaho 
provided  the  state’s  second  record.  Photograph  by  Wayne  Tree. 


bird  represents  the  most  northerly  record  in  eastern  This  adult  Tricolored  Heron  provided  Wyoming  its 
Colorado  and  only  the  fourth  record  in  eastern  Colorado  first  state  record  at  Douglas,  Converse  County  4 
of  a migrant  Gray  Wireo.  Photograph  by  Tony  leistering.  May  2003.  Photograph  by  Bruce  & Donna  Walgren. 


This  male  Flame-colored  Tanager  appeared  in  Madera  Canyon,  Arizona  2 May  2083  (here  26  Mayl  and  paired 
with  an  apparent  pure  female  Flame-cslored  Tanager.  Photograph  by  Bob  Fogg. 


This  male  Siberian  Rubythroat  was  one  of  three  different  males  found  at  Gambeil,  Alaska  28  May  through  S 
June  2003  (here  28  May).  Photograph  by  Cary  H.  Rosenberg. 
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This  striking  female  Black-backed  Wagtaii  at  Deep  Springs,  Inyo  County  California  10  May  2003 
was  unprecedented  in  the  interior,  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  few  Siberian  passerine 
vagrants  to  be  found  in  spring  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Coast  Region.  Photograph  by  Chris  Howard. 


Utterly  unexpected  was  the  discovery  of  a nesting  pair  of  Double-striped  Thick-knees,  found 
while  conducting  point-transect  surveys  of  Bahama  Parrots  in  the  interior  forests  of  Great 
Inagua  Island  on  14  May  2003.  The  species  is  known  from  the  Bahamas  only  from  subfossil 
and  fossil  remains.  Photograph  by  Garth  Herring. 


This  male  Sedge  Wren  was  the  first 
for  the  Oregon  & Washington  Region. 
First  found  on  30  May  (here  8 June) 
2003  at  the  North  Spit  of  Coos  Bay, 
Oregon,  it  sang  persistently  on  its 
misplaced  territory  until  at  least 
1 0 July.  Photograph  by  Trent  Bray. 


This  adult  Great  Gray  Owl  with  nestling  near  Shaver  Lake, 
Fresno  County,  California  (here  26  May  2003)  was  one  of 
two  nests  found  in  that  area.  These  nests  shift  the  known 
breeding  range  significantly  southward,  both  in  North 

America  and  the  world.  Photograph  by  Doug  Drynan. 


This  apparent  American  Avocet  x Black-necked  Stilt  hybrid,  affectionately  dubbed  an 
"avostilt,"  was  a notable  find  during  a San  Francisco  Bay  Snowy  Plover  survey  in 
Alameda  County  29  May  (here  17  June)  2003.  This  combination  has  been  rarely 
reported  previously,  although  photographs  of  a similar  bird  come  from  Elkhorn 
Slough,  Monterey  County.  Photograph  by  David  Cardinal. 


This  Southern  Lapwing  was  photographed  in  March  along  the  Rio  Colorado,  in  the  Golfo  Duke  area  in 
Costa  Rica.  This  species  is  increasingly  found  north  of  expected  range.  Photograph  by  John  Hunter. 


A probable  subadult  Salvin's  (Shy)  Albatross  (left)  was  photographed  with  Laysan  Albatrosses  on 
Sand  Island,  Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.  8 April  2003.  The  identity  of  the  bird  remains  somewhat  contro- 
versial, but  whatever  its  identity,  the  bird  represents  a new  species  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 
the  first  albatross  from  the  southern  hemisphere  for  the  Region.  Photograph  by  Rich  McCarthy. 
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i.  BRUNTON  EPOCH™  BINOCULARS  IN 
X43MM  and  10.5X43MM.  ATTACHABLE 
2X  FIELD  SCOPE  ALSO  AVAILABLE. 
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FOR  THOSE  WHO  ARE  NEVER  NOT  A BIRDER, 

LIKE  THE  SUDDEN  RUSTLE  OF  FEATHERS,  NEW  BRUNTON  EPOCH  BINOCULARS  SPARK  INTRIGUE.  PERHAPS 
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Lang  and/or  Bob  Dittrick  and/or  James  Huntington. 

Wilderness  Birding  Adventures;  907-694-7442; 
wildbird@a1aska.net 

Jun  9 to  20 

Northern  Alberta 

From  prairies  to  high  mountains,  Northern  Alberta 
hosts  one  of  most  diverse  arrays  of  nesting  birds  in 
North  America,  a breeding  bird  adventure  you  will 
long  remember.  Led  by  Steve  Shunk. 

Paradise  Birding;  541-408-1753; 
sshunk@paradisebirding.com 


Jun  10  to  23 

Ireland 

"Warm-hearted  island  hospitality,  breathtaking  scenic 
views,  and  a pleasing  number  of  birds, " says  leader 
Michael  Carmody.  "There's  no  better  way  for  a bird- 
watcher to  visit  this  land.”  Legacy  Tours; 

509-624-1889;  mexbirds@winstarmail.com 

Jul  11  to  25 

Cruise  the  Bering  Sea 

Eleven  nights  aboard  the  Clipper  Odyssey  from  Petra- 
pavlovsk  to  Nome,  stopping  at  Kamchatka  Peninsula, 
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ing opportunities.  Expert  birding  guides. 

Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  X 681  »#; 
csperry@inlrav.com  or  800-456-0020; 
groupres@inlrav.com 


Aug  5 to  20 

Cruise  from  Iceland  to  Greenland 

Circumnavigate  Iceland  aboard  the  Clipper  Adven- 
turer; enjoy  pelagic  birding  across  Denmark  Strait 
to  Greenland  to  explore  breeding  bird  colonies. 
Led  by  Mark  Suomala. 

Clipper  Cruise  Line,  800-814-9393,  x 6813#; 
csperry@intrav.com  or  800-456-0020, 
grou  p res  @ i nlrav.  com 


Please  contact  tour  company 
directly  for  information  and  reservation, 

and  tell  them  you  are  interested  in  the 
ABA-endorsed  tow:  Tour  companies  pay 
ABA  a commission  for  each 
ABA  participant. 


Supporting  Birders'  Exchange 


AmericanBirding 

ASSOCIATION 


For  Tour  Codes  go  to  www.americanbirding.org 


Seabirds  in  the  Bahamian 
Archipelago  and  Adjacent 
Waters:  Transient,  Wintering, 
and  Rare  N esting  Species 


Anthony  W.  White 

6540  Walhonding  Road 
Bethesda,  Maryland  20816 
(email:  Spindalis@verizon.net) 


ABSTRACT 

The  status  of  most  nonbreeding  seabirds  in 
the  Bahamian  Archipelago  and  its  adjacent 
waters  is  poorly  understood.  Much  of  the 
available  information  is  based  on  sight  reports 
unsupported  by  specimens  or  photographic 
evidence.  This  paper  reviews  published  and 
unpublished  reports  in  order  to  assess  the  sta- 
tus and  distribution  in  the  Bahama  Islands  of 
37  seabird  species  from  families  Diomedeidae, 
Procellariidae,  Hydrobatidae,  Phaethontidae, 
Sulidae,  Pelecanidae,  Fregatidae,  Laridae,  and 
Alcidae,  as  well  as  Scolopacidae  for  the  sub- 
family Phalaropodinae. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Bahamian  Archipelago  (map  right)  lies 
partially  off  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Florida  at 
27°  N,  about  the  latitude  of  Lake  Okee- 
chobee, and  stretches  southeast  to  21°  N off 
central  Hispaniola  (Haiti/Dominican  Repub- 
lic) in  the  Greater  Antilles.  Politically,  the 
islands  include  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Bahamas  and  the  British  Overseas  Territory  of 
the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands.  “Adjacent 
waters”  are  defined  herein  as  the  boundaries 
of  the  Bahamas  Exclusive  Economic  Zone 
(EEZ),  that  is,  waters  within  200  nautical 
miles  (374  km)  of  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Bahamas  or  halfway  to  the  nearest  country, 
whichever  is  shorter  (Bahamas  Environment, 
Science  and  Technology  Commission  2002). 
The  boundary  between  the  U.S.  and 
Bahamian  Exclusive  Economic  Zones  is 
shown  on  H.  O.  [Hydrographic  Office]  Chart 
27003  “Key  West  to  San  Juan”  (1985).  In  the 
present  paper,  the  same  geographic  construc- 
tion has  been  applied  to  the  waters  of  the 


Turks  and  Caicos  Islands.  The  Bahama 
Islands  lie  as  close  as  92  km  (50  nautical 
miles)  to  the  Florida  coast,  and  so,  as  a prac- 
tical matter,  all  records  ca.  46  km  or  more  east 
of  Florida  between  Palm  Beach  and  Miami  are 
considered  to  be  in  Bahamian  waters.  To  pre- 
serve the  relative  accuracy  of  the  reports,  dis- 
tances are  cited  as  given  in  sources,  rather 
than  converted  into  metric  units. 

The  birdlife  of  the  Bahama  Islands  has  been 
studied  sporadically.  Landbirds  have  received 
the  most  attention  recently,  owing  to  increased 
interest  in  wintering  Neotropical  migrants. 
Breeding  seabirds  have  also  been  fairly  well 
documented.  Sprunt  (1984)  provides  a com- 
prehensive report  of  breeding  seabirds;  Lee 
and  Clark  (1994)  cover  seabirds  nesting  in  the 
Exumas;  White  and  Lee  (2000)  summarize 
current  nesting  colonies;  and  Schreiber  and 
Lee  (2000)  report  on  nesting  seabirds 
throughout  the  West  Indies.  Some  seabird  data 
are  contained  in  studies  of  the  birds  of  indi- 
vidual islands  or  groups  of  islands,  e.g.,  Con- 


nor and  Loftin  (1985)  and  Buden  (1987).  The 
status  of  nonbreeding  seabirds,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  never  been  reported  comprehen- 
sively and  is  sometimes  described  in  general 
terms  such  as  “reported  and  to  be  expected 
occasionally"  (Brudenell-Bruce  1975)  or  “at 
sea  among  the  Bahamas”  (Bond  1993).  The 
present  paper  compiles  published  and  unpub- 
lished reports  of  transient  and  wintering 
seabirds  in  the  region  in  order  to  provide  a bet- 
ter understanding  of  their  status;  several  rare 
breeding  species  are  included  herein  as  well. 
Many  reports  are  found  in  relatively  obscure 
publications  or  in  personal  archives,  which 
has  meant  that  even  modern-day  observers 
lack  contextual  information  on  seabirds  they 
see  in  the  region.  Although  some  sight  reports 
may  be  erroneous,  there  are  so  few  records 
substantiated  by  physical  evidence  from  this 
region  that  listing  only  those  would  offer  an 
inaccurate  picture  of  the  birds’  status.  Refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  status  of  several  species  in 
Florida  and  the  West  Indies  in  order  to  place 


The  Red-footed  Booby  is  a very  rare  nester  in  the  Bahamas.  This  white-morph  bird  was  photographed  nesting  among  Brown  Boobies 
at  White  Cay,  San  Salvador,  Bahamas  28  April  1995;  the  species  has  been  present  in  this  area  from  1988  to  the  present  but  was 
apparently  an  abundant  nester  in  the  Bahamas  a thousand  years  ago.  Photograph  byAileen  Bainton. 
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the  Bahamian  reports  in  the  context  of  the 
western  subtropical  North  Atlantic  avifauna. 

A clear  distinction  is  maintained  in  the 
paper  between  substantiated  and  unsubstanti- 
ated observations;  those  for  which  specimen 
or  photographic  evidence  is  extant  from  the 
Bahamas  or  Turks  and  Caicos  are  so  noted. 
Observations  substantiated  by  specimen  or 
photograph  are  referred  to  as  “records,”  while 
observations  without  substantiation  are 
referred  to  as  “reports.”  Records  and  reports 
are  summarized  in  table  form  when  more  than 
10  credible  reports  and/or  records  are  known. 
Sources  commonly  referenced  are  abbreviated 
as  follows:  American  Birds  (A.B.),  Audubon 
Field  Notes  (A.F.N.),  Christmas  Bird  Count 
data  (C.B.C.  data  on-line  at 
<http:www.audubon.org/cbc.htm>;  year  indi- 
cated is  the  year  in  which  the  count-period 
ends,  as  per  practice  at  National  Audubon 
Society),  Field  Notes  (EN.),  Florida  Ornitho- 
logical Society  Records  Committee  archive 
(EO.S.R.C),  North  American  Birds  ( N.A.B. ), 
and  Sea  Swallow  ( S.S. ).  For  ease  of  reference, 
sight  reports  and  confirmed  records  digested 
therein  are  indexed  within  the  body  of  the 
paper  using  volume  and  page  number  only. 

Seabirds  that  nest  in  the  Bahama  Islands 
and  two  gull  species  that  are  known  to  winter 
there  regularly  are  not  included  here: 


Audubon’s  Shearwater  (Puffinus  Iherminieri) , 
White-tailed  Tropicbird  ( Phaethon  lepturus ), 
Brown  Booby  (Sula  leucogaster) , Brown  Peli- 
can (Pclecanus  occidentalis ),  Double-crested 
Cormorant  (Phalacrocorax  auritus) , Neotropic 
Cormorant  (P  brasilianus ),  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  ( Frcgata  magnificats).  Laughing 
Gull  (Earns  atricilla ),  Ring-billed  Gull  (L. 
delawarensis ),  Herring  Gull  (L.  argcntatus ), 
Gull-billed  Tern  ( Sterna  nilotica ),  Royal  Tern 
(5.  maxima),  Roseate  Tern  (S.  dougallii ),  Sand- 
wich Tern  (S.  sandvicensi s)„  Least  Tern  (S. 
antillarum ),  Bridled  Tern  (S.  anaethetus ), 
Sooty  Tern  (S.  fuscata),  and  Brown  Noddy 
(Anous  stolidus).  Masked  Booby  (Sula  dactyla- 
tra ) and  Red-footed  Booby  (S.  sula ) have 
nested  in  the  Bahamas  but  are  included 
because  such  nesting  is  currently  restricted  to 
a very  few  sites. 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

albatross  (Diomedeidae), 
species  undetermined 
Unsubstantiated.  Two  reports. 

There  is  no  substantiated  record  of  any  alba- 
tross species  from  the  Bahamas.  All  reports:  1 
unidentified  albatross,  Conception  Island  25 
December  1997  (EN.  52:  507-508);  1 uniden- 


tified albatross,  near  Cave  Cay,  Exumas  8 June 
1998  (EN.  52:  507-508).  Although  neither 
report  was  sufficiently  detailed  to  determine 
the  species  involved,  the  most  likely  would 
seem  to  be  a mollymawk  ( Thalassarche ) 
species,  either  Black-browed  (T  melanophris ) 
or  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  (T.  chlororhynchos) , 
which  together  account  for  all  accepted  west- 
ern North  Atlantic  Ocean  records  and  reports 
of  albatross  species,  although  there  are  four 
reports  of  Wandering  Albatross  ( Diomedea 
exulans)  from  European  waters  (Mlodinow 
1999).  Florida  has  one  report  of  the  former 
and  six  reports,  plus  three  records,  of  the  lat- 
ter (B.  Pranty,  in  lift.). 

Northern  Fulmar  (Fulmarus  glacialis) 
Unsubstantiated.  One  report. 

One  reported  from  Lake  Cunningham,  New 
Providence  13  February  1988  (A.B.  42: 
327-328).  This  report  would  be  the  south- 
ernmost in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  There  are  no 
reports  from  Florida  (Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son 1994). 

Bermuda  Petrel  (Pterodroma  callow) 
Probable  breeder  in  pre-Columbian  times. 

Bones  of  the  Bermuda  Petrel  were  found  in  a 
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Figure  1 . This  Greater  Shearwater  is  the  only  individual  documented  by  photograph  in  the  Bahamas 
and  vicinity;  it  was  present  near  Highborne  Cay  9 July  2003.  Photograph  by  Ron  McCaslin. 


Figure  2.  The  only  documented  record  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  for  the  Bahamas  was  provided  by 
this  bird,  which  came  aboard  a merchant  marine  ship  in  late  March  2000.  Photograph  by  Melissa  Maura. 


pre-Columbian  midden  on 
Crooked  Island,  Bahamas 
(Olson  and  Hilgartner  1982), 
suggesting  that  it  bred  in  the 
Bahamas  prior  to  discovery 
of  the  New  World  by  Euro- 
peans (Olson  1982).  On 
Bermuda,  this  petrel  was  an 
abundant  nester  prior  to 
European  settlement  there  in 
the  early  1600s,  but  from  the 
1630s  through  the  nine- 
teenth century,  it  was 
thought  to  be  extinct 
(Wingate  et  al.  1998).  Two 
specimens  were  recovered  in 
the  early  twentieth  century, 
and  in  1951,  a few  pairs  were 
discovered  breeding  in  the 
islands  of  Castle  Roads  (Mur- 
phy and  Mowbray  1951). 

The  species  is  now  extremely 
rare,  with  70  breeding  pairs 
in  2003  on  Bermuda  ( N.A.B . 

57:  419-422),  and  is  listed  as 
Endangered  (Stattersfield 
and  Capper  2000).  Its  range 
at  sea  is  unknown,  and  field 
identification  has  only 
recently  been  elucidated 
(Wingate  et  al.  1998).  It  has 
been  found  annually  in 
waters  off  North  Carolina 
since  1996  (Davis  2002),  but 
there  is  no  report  from 
Florida  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994;  F.O.S.R.C. 
archive;  B.  Pranty,  in  litt.).  The  species’  cur- 
rent rarity  would  seem  to  make  it  an  unlikely 
candidate  for  (re)appearance  in  Bahamian 
waters,  but  recent  prospecting  by  a Bermuda 
Petrel  in  the  Azorean  Archipelago  (N.A.B.  57: 
142),  which  is  not  known  to  be  a historical 
nesting  area,  provides  some  hope  that  similar 
behavior  could  be  seen  in  the  Bahamas. 

Black-capped  Petrel  (Pterodroma  hasitata) 
Most  reports  in  January/February 
or  ApriiTMay.  Probable  breeder  in 
pre-Columbian  times. 

Bones  of  what  appear  to  be  this  species  (but 
conceivably  of  the  next  species)  have  been 
found  in  a pre-Columbian  midden  on 
Crooked  Island  (Olson  and  Hilgartner 
1982).  Given  the  probable  primitive  hunting 
techniques  of  the  aborigines,  the  presence  of 
these  bones  in  a midden  may  indicate  that 
this  species  once  bred  in  the  Bahamas  (Olson 
1982). 

The  species  has  been  described  as  a prob- 
able regular  transient  through  waters  north 
and  east  of  the  Bahamas  (Haney  1987), 
which  seems  likely  in  light  of  its  abundance 
in  the  nonbreeding  season  in  the  pelagic 


zone  east  of  North  Carolina,  which  lies 
almost  due  north  of  nesting  areas  on  Hispan- 
iola (Lee  1995);  direct  transit  between  nest- 
ing areas  and  primary  foraging  areas  would 


take  these  birds  through 
southeastern  Bahamian 
waters  and  straight  through 
the  Turks  and  Caicos  i 
Islands.  Florida  had  some 
21  observations  totaling  at 
least  70  birds  through  1992, 
all  but  two  from  the  Atlantic 
side  (Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son 1994),  and  there  have 
been  minimally  five  observa- 
tions totaling  nine  birds 
since  that  time,  most  off  the 
Atlantic  coast  (F.O.S.R.C. 
archive;  B.  Pranty,  in  litt.). 

From  the  Bahamas,  there 
are  13  reports  totaling  20 
birds  from  1913  to  2002, 
roughly  evenly  divided 
between  winter  and  spring, 
with  one  from  August 
(Table  1). 

Jamaican  Petrel 
(Pterodroma  caiibbaea) 
Unsubstantiated. 

One  tentative  report. 

Bond  (1936)  reports  seeing  a 
“dark-phase”  Black-capped 
Petrel  west  of  Bimini,  but  no 
date  is  provided.  This  petrel, 
once  thought  to  be  a dark 
morph  or  a subspecies  of 
Black-capped  Petrel  (Imber 
1991,  Stattersfield  and  Cap- 
per 2000),  has  never  been 
recorded  other  than  on  Jamaica,  where  the 
last  report  is  from  1879,  though  two  were 
reportedly  killed  there  in  1891  (Douglas 
2000).  Given  the  recent  documentation  of 


Table  1. 

Reports  of  Black-capped  Petrel  in  Bahamian  waters,  1913-2002. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 

28°  35'  N,  74°  35'  W 

2 Feb  1913 

Nichols  1913 

1 

25° N,  73° W 

16  Jan  1965 

5.5.18;  55-59,  19: 59 

1 

offshore  of  Fresh  Creek,  Andros 

4 Feb  1968 

A.  Paterson,  in  litt. 

1 

ca.  60  km  s.  of  Great  Inagua 

16  Apr  1985 

A.B.  39: 353-354 

1 

within  sight  of  Great  Inagua 

16  Apr  1985 

A.B.  39: 353-354 

3 

between  Conception  1. 
and  Plana  Cays 

11  Feb  1988 

D.  B.  Wingate,  in  litt. 

1 

near  Castle  Island 

15  Feb  1988 

D.  B.  Wingate,  in  litt. 

5 

26.2°  N,  76.3°  W 

19  Aug  1988 

5.5. 38:12 

2 

e.  of  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco 

29  Apr  1989 

D.  A.  Sibley,  in  litt. 

1 

10  miles  e.  of  Abaco 

29  Feb  2000 

N.A.B.  54: 223-225 

1 

8 miles  e.  of  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco 

21  Apr  2001 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

1 

near  Tabletop  Seamount 
(20  miles  ne.  of  Abaco) 

11  May  2001 

N.A.B.  55: 370-371, 
Bracey  2001 

1 

8-32  km  e.  of  Hope 

Town,  Abaco 

16  May  2002 

N.A.B.  56: 372-374 

numerous  (>100)  records  of  dark-morph 
Herald  Petrel  (E  arminjoniana)  from  the 
pelagic  Atlantic  waters  of  North  America 
(Brinkley  and  Patteson  1998a),  as  well  as  a 
possibly  prospecting  individual  observed  at 
Culebra,  Puerto  Rico  (Gochfeld  et  al.  1988), 
any  sight  report  of  E caribbaea  must  be 
regarded  critically. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  (Calonectris  diomedea) 
Fairly  common  visitor  from  late  spring 

THROUGH  FALL,  MOSTLY  MAY  THROUGH 

October,  with  two  winter  reports. 

The  relative  abundance  of  this  species  in  the 
region  has  been  known  to  fishermen  and 
seagoing  naturalists  for  some  time — as  inti- 
mated in  published  comments  such  as 
“...[ijnquiry  reveals  that  regular,  but  unre- 
ported observations  have  occurred  in  the 
past”  (Abramson  1961) — and  indeed,  Florida 
fisherman  looking  for  schools  of  tuna  often 
search  for  flocks  of  Cory’s  Shearwaters,  which 
regularly  forage  above  the  feeding  fish.  The 
species  is  large  enough  to  show  up  on  sophis- 
ticated new  boat-radar  systems,  so  that  com- 
mercial- and  sport-fishermen  can  now  search 
out  tuna  by  looking  for  the  shearwaters’  radar 
signatures  0-  B.  Patteson,  pers.  comm.).  Aer- 
ial surveys  of  a study  area  east  of  Merritt 
Island,  Florida  that  overlaps  the  northern  end 
of  the  Bahamian  EEZ  found  145  Cory’s  Shear- 
waters 7-17  October  1980,  some  of  which 
were  in  the  area  of  overlap  (Fritts  et  al.  1983). 
Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  several 
late-summer  and  autumn  reports  of  hundreds 
of  this  species  off  Florida’s  Atlantic  coast,  but 
no  distances  from  shore  are  listed.  Beyond 
these,  there  are  only  13  reports  of  20+  birds 
from  the  Bahamas  (Table  2),  but  there  are 
many  unpublished  sightings  of  this  species 
from  whale  researchers  east  of 
Abaco  between  Hope  Town  and 
Hole-in-the-Wall  in  February/ 

March  and  July/August  (T.  Pusser, 
pers.  comm.). 


Greater  Shearwater 
(Puffinus  gravis) 

One  record  and  five  reports. 
Occasional  spring  and  early 

SUMMER  VISITOR,  MARCH 

through  July. 

Cory  (1890)  wrote:  “I  have  never 
taken  this  Shearwater  in  the 
Bahamas,  but  on  several  occasions 
saw  what  i believed  to  be  this 
species  while  cruising  among  the 
islands.”  Greater  Shearwater 
should  be  relatively  common  in 
late  spring  east  of  the  Bahamas,  as 
there  is  heavy  annual  passage  of 
the  species  past  Bermuda  and 
through  the  Gulf  Stream  at  the  lat- 
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Table  2.  Reports  of  Cory's  Shearwater  in  Bahamian  waters,  other  than  those 
detected  by  aerial  survey,  1964-2003. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 

25  mi.  e.  of  Miami  Beach 

25  May  1961 

A.F.N.  15: 402-405 

7 

off  Grand  Bahama 

2 Jun  1964 

Bond  1965 

1 

24°  N,  80.25°  W 

31  Jul  1967 

S.S.  22: 41 

3 

between  Florida  and  Bimini 

19-20  Sep  1988 

P.  W.  Smith,  in  litt. 

2 

Northwest  Providence  Channel 

8 May  1995 

F.N.  49: 985-986 

2 

25°  35'  N,  75°36'W 

12  Jun  1994 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 

Rompidas  Reef,  Cay  Sal  Bank 

Jul  1994 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

3 

3 mi.  e.  of  Cave  Cay,  Exumas 

22 Jun  1997 

F.N.  51: 1058-1059 

1 

between  Little  and  Great  Inagua 

9 May  1999 

N.A.B.  53: 333-335 

7 

e.  of  Abaco 

20  May  2000 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

2 

e.  of  Abaco 

22  Dec  2000 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

3 (ph.) 

2 mi.  off  Guana  Cay,  Abaco 

winter  2000/2001 

N.A.B.  55: 236-238 

1 

Exurna  Sound 

17-18  May  2003 

N.A.B.  57:419-422 

itude  of  the  Carolinas  between  late  May  and 
June  (Brinkley  and  Patteson  1998b,  Dobson 
2002),  but  Bahamian  records  are  surpris- 
ingly few,  with  large  counts  being  unre- 
ported in  print.  Allen  (1905)  noted  many 
on  a voyage  from  New  York  to  Nassau  in 
June  1904,  but  only  one  was  seen  on  the  last 
day  of  that  voyage,  27  June,  a bird  presum- 
ably in  Bahamian  waters.  This  is  a possible 
source  of  Riley’s  (1905a)  listing  of  this 
species  at  New  Providence,  but  Bond  (1966) 
later  considered  this  report  “unsatisfactory.” 

All  observations:  1,  6 mi.  s.  of  Samana  Cay 
13  May  1979  (A.  Sprunt,  in  litt.):  2,  between 
Little  San  Salvador  and  the  s.  end  of 
Eleuthera  26  May  1991  (A.  Sprunt,  in  litt .);  1, 
near  Close  Mon  Reef  (off  s.  end  of  Long 
Cay),  Exumas  10  April  1996  (Bithorn  1996); 


1,  5 miles  e.  of  Great  Guana  Cay,  Abaco  2 
March  2001  ( N.A.B . 55:  370-372);  1,  e.  of 
Hope  Town,  Abaco  16  May  2002  (N.A.B.  56: 
372-374);  1 (ph.),  near  Highborne  Cay  9 
July  2003  (Figure  1),  the  last  the  only  con- 
firmed record. 

Sooty  Shearwater  (Puffinus  giiscus) 
Unsubstantiated.  Possible  rare  early- 
winter  VISITOR  AND  SPRING  TRANSIENT. 

As  for  Greater  Shearwater,  this  species 
should  be  encountered  regularly  east  of  the 
Bahama  Islands  during  northward  migra- 
tion in  spring,  but  there  are  only  circa  60 
reports  from  Florida  through  1992  (Steven- 
son and  Anderson  1994)  and  from  the 
Bahamas  only  three  reports:  2,  10-25  miles 
e.  of  Miami  4 December  1952 
(Castenholz  1954);  l,  Exurna 
Sound,  undated  (Bond  1993);  2,  5 
miles  s.  of  Grand  Bahama  in  early 
April  1997  (D.  Porter,  in  litt.). 
This  species  is  probably  less  likely 
to  be  seen  in  Bahamian  waters  in 
autumn,  as  the  southbound 
migration  apparently  takes  place 
largely  in  the  eastern  North 
Atlantic  (Harrison  1985).  Most 
Caribbean  Sea  records  come  from 
the  period  late  May  through  July 
(Raffaele  et  al.  1998),  as  is  true  in 
the  Gulf  Stream  off  the  Carolinas 
0-  B.  Patteson,  pers.  comm.). 


Figure  3.  This  second-calendar-year  Northern  Gannet  was  brought  in  to  the  Rand 
Nature  Center,  Grand  Bahama  in  October  1999.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Hallett. 


Manx  Shearwater 
(Puffinus  puffinus) 

One  record  and  one  report. 

A Manx  Shearwater  banded  at  Bard- 
sey  I.,  Wales  14  May  1986 


found  oiled  and 


was 

dead  near  Little 
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Figure  4.  An  adult  Northern  Gannet  near  Man-o'-WarCay,  Abaco  12  April  1996  is  one  of  few  adults 
recorded  in  the  Bahamas:  most  reports  are  of  subadult  birds.  Photograph  by  Marianne  Albury. 


Harbour,  Abaco  17  April  1989  (N.A.B.  57: 
272-274).  The  only  report  in  our  region  is  of 
22  probable  Manx  Shearwaters  mixed  in 
flocks  with  85  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
between  Conception  Island  and  Samana  Cay 
11  February  1988  (D.  B.  Wingate,  in  litt.).  A 
report  of  subfossil  remains  of  this  species  on 
Crooked  I.  was  in  error  (Wetmore  1938, 
Olson  and  Hilgartner  1982).  As  is  the  case 
with  Greater  and  Sooty  Shearwaters,  this 
species  apparently  passes  northward  mostly 
to  the  east  of  the  Bahamas  in  spring  migra- 
tion (Amos  1991,  Lee  and  Haney  1996)  and 


should  be  observed 
during  the  period 
from  late  February 
through  March  and 
again  in  May  and 
early  June  in  pelagic 

waters  of  the  Bahamas;  transients  moving 
from  the  North  Atlantic  to  wintering  areas 
off  southern  South  America  are  also  likely  to 
be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bahamas. 
Through  1992,  Florida  had  circa  20  reports 
and  five  specimens  (Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son 1994). 


Table  3.  Reports  and  records  of  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  in  Bahamian  waters,  1964-2003. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

2 

off  Grand  Bahama 

2 Jun  1964 

Bond  1965 

1 

central  Exumas 

late  Apr  1966 

Andreae  1966 

3 

at  sea  s.  of  Acklins 

10  Mar  1976 

Buden  1987 

"a  number" 

near  Little  San  Salvador 

22  April  1979 

Attrill  1979,  Norton  1993 

1 

20  mi.  e.  of  Long  1. 

5 May  1981 

4.6.35:981 

1 

Exuma  Sound,  10  mi.  w.  of  Cat  1. 

10  May  1984 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

"flock" 

23°  N,  74.5°  W 

9-11  May  1986 

5.5.  36: 32-35 

15-25 

from  4 or  5 miles  e.  of  Highborne 

Cay  to  Powell  Pt„  Eleuthera 

12  May  1986 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 (ph.) 

w.  side  of  Little  San  Salvador 

15  May  1986 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 

Exuma  Sound 

16  May  1986 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 

Exuma  Sound 

17  May  1986 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 

near  Great  Isaac  Light  (n.  of  Bimini) 

28  Apr  1987 

4.6.41:493-494 

90+ 

off  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco 

29  Apr  1989 

D.  A.  Sibley,  in  litt. 

30 

25°  35' N,  79°  33' W 

12  Jun  1994 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

1 

AUTEC  Buoy,  Tongue  of  the  Ocean 

19  May  1998 

A.  Bainton,  in  litt. 

1 

off  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

10  May  1999 

N.A.B.  53: 333-335 

6 

off  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco 

21  Apr  2001 

N.A.B.  55: 370-371 

1 

Tabletops  Seamount 

9 May  2001 

NAB.  55: 370-371 

1 (ph.) 

off  Little  Exuma 

9 May  2001 

NAB.  55: 370-371 

1 

near  Highborne  Cay,  Exumas 

19  May  2001 

N.A.B.  55: 370-371 

3 

e.  of  Hope  Town,  Abaco 

16  May  2002 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

Figure  5.  This  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  found  at  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco  in  April  1996.  The  species  is 
relatively  common  at  sea  in  the  late  fall  and  winter  in  the  region.  Photograph  by  Anthony  White. 


Wilsons  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanites  occanicus) 

Fairly  common  spring  transient,  less 

COMMON  SUMMER  RESIDENT. 

Records  and  reports  of  this  species  in 
Bahamian  waters  extend  well  back  to  the 
middle  nineteenth  century.  In  May  1859, 
Bryant  (1859)  saw  Wilsons  Storm-Petrels 
about  60  miles  north  of  Abaco,  and  by  the 
next  day  (heading  northward),  the  species 
had  become  very  numerous.  He  caught  about 
20,  some  of  them  presumably  in  Bahamian 
waters  (Bryant  1859).  A female  collected  at 
Highborne  Cay,  Exumas  15  May  1879  is  now 
at  the  Field  Museum,  Chicago  (Bond  1956, 
Buden  1992).  Cory  (1890)  noted  that  “[t]he 
Wilson’s  Petrel  becomes  abundant  a short 
distance  off  the  coast,  but  1 have  never 
observed  it  very  near  the  land.  While  cruis- 
ing among  the  islands,  numbers  of  these 
Petrels  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  vessel, 
only  leaving  us  upon  our  near  approach  to 
shore.” 

In  the  early  twentieth  century,  Riley 
(1905b)  wrote  that  "small  black  petrels  fol- 
lowed the  vessel  in  some  numbers  from  the 
time  we  passed  out  of  Chesapeake  Bay  1 June 
1903  until  after  we  sighted  the  Nassau  light 
17  June  and  on  the  return  voyage,  but  in 
smaller  numbers,  soon  after  we  left  Abaco  23 
July  until  we  sighted  the  [Virginia]  Capes.” 
In  the  same  year,  Allen  (1905)  wrote:  “After 
entering  upon  the  Gulf  Stream  and  the 
warmer  waters  to  the  south,  only  one  or  two 
single  [Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels]  were  seen, 
the  last  being  in  the  lat  28  deg.  N.  Cory,  while 
cruising  among  the  Bahamas  at  an  earlier 
time  of  the  year,  found  petrels  abundant  at  a 
short  distance  off  the  coast,  which  might 
indicate  that  the  birds  were  at  that  time  pass- 
ing through  the  latitude  of  the  Bahamas  and 
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Figure  6.  The  Bahamas'  only  documented  record  of  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  provided  by  this  specimen  at  Lyford  Cay, 
New  Providence  27  February  2003.  Past  reports  of  this  species  in  the  region  do  not  always  rule  out  the  similar 
Long-tailed  Jaeger.  Photograph  by  Lynn  Gape. 


by  July,  when  we  made  our  trip,  the  main 
flight  had  passed  still  further  northward.” 

Almost  a half-century  later,  Moore  (1951) 
summarized  bird  observations  from  the 
Woods  Hole  vessel  Atlantis  logged  during 
brief  visits  over  an  unspecified  number  of 
years  (presumably  1940  through  1950).  The 
data  are  presented  in  five-degree  squares, 
including  two  squares  covering  the  Bahamas 
and  Turks  & Caicos  (defined  by  the  ranges 
25°  to  30°  N,  75°  to  80°  W and  20°  to  25°  N, 
70°  to  75°  W).  There  was  only  one  sighting 
January  through  March,  19  in  April,  and  155 
in  May.  Even  allowing  for  the  greater  number 
of  observation  days  in  April  and  May  (eight 
in  January,  12  in  February,  one  in  March,  22 
in  April,  and  20  in  May),  these  data  show  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Wilsons  Storm- 
Petrels  in  Bahama  waters  in  April  and  May. 
Bond  (1956)  gave  9 May-1  July  as  the  range 
of  dates  that  the  species  was  found  around 
New  Providence. 

Reports  and  records  from  the  past  50  years 
(Table  3:  21  reports  of  >163  birds)  confirm 
earlier  observers’  impressions  of  this  species 
as  a very  common  spring  and  less-common 
summer  visitor  to  Bahamian  waters,  and  this 
impression  is  further  supported  by  observa- 
tions of  whale  researchers  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Abacos,  who  see  the  species  uncom- 
monly in  summer  (T.  Pusser,  pers.  comm.). 

Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  leucorhoa) 

Unsubstantiated.  Six  spring  reports. 

All  Bahamian  reports  of  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels  have  been  made  between  mid-March 
and  mid-May,  a time  when  many  species  of 
tubenose  are  moving  northward  into  the 
North  Atlantic.  Many  of 
Florida’s  circa  50  reports 
through  1992  also  come  * 

from  this  spring  period  off 
the  Atlantic  coast  (Steven- 
son and  Anderson  1994),  * 

but  as  Lee  (1995)  points 
out,  the  numbers  recorded 
there  and  off  North  Car- 
olina “are  too  small  to 
account  for  the  large  west- 
ern North  Atlantic  popula- 
tion of  this  species,”  and 
he  suspects  a migration 
route  “well  to  the  east”  of 
the  western  wall  of  the 
Gulf  Stream,  “possibly  in 
the  mid-Atlantic.”  Raffaele 
et  al.  (1998)  indicate  that 
most  Caribbean  reports 
are  from  “November  to 
June,”  but  no  seasonal 
breakdown  is  provided. 

All  reports:  2,  off 
Freeport,  Grand  Bahama 


28  April  1966  (Bond  1967);  3,  at  sea  near 
Great  Inagua  12  March  1976  (Budcn  1987); 
3+,  moving  n.  100  yards  offshore  of  Crossing 
Rocks,  Abaco  29  April  1989  (D.  A.  Sibley,  in 
lift.);  1,  off  Musha  Cay  Exumas  21  April 
2001  (N.A.B.  55:  370-371);  1,  near  Tabletops 
Seamount  1 1 May  2001  (Bracey  2001;  N.A.B. 
55:  370-371);  1,  e.  of  Hope  Town,  Abaco  16 
May  2002  (N.A.B.  56:  372-374). 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  castro) 

Two  spring  reports  and  one  record. 

This  species  has  been  photographed  once  in 
March  and  sighted  twice  in  May  in  Bahamian 
waters.  To  the  north,  where  it  is  relatively 
well  studied,  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
arrives  in  Gulf  Stream  waters  off  North  Car- 
olina in  May  and  June  and  is  very  rarely 


detected  after  August  (Lee  1995,  Brinkley 
and  Patteson  1998b)  outside  the  context  of 
tropical  storms.  Florida’s  circa  15  published 
reports  of  the  species  through  1992  fall 
mostly  into  this  window,  with  a few  earlier 
(April)  and  a few  later  (October)  (Stevenson 
and  Anderson  1994).  There  are  a few  reports 
for  Cuba  and  Antigua  in  the  Caribbean  (Raf- 
faele et  al.  1998).  It  seems  likely,  based  on 
data  from  adjacent  areas,  that  future 
Bahamian  observations  would  be  made  in 
the  warmer  months. 

All  observations:  10-15,  north  Exuma 
Sound  12  May  1986  (A.  Sprunt,  in  lift.);  1,  on 
board  container  vessel  sailing  from  Florida  to 
Nassau  late  March  2000  (Figure  2;  M.  Maura, 
in  litt.);  1,  near  Tabletops  Seamount  11  May 
2001  (N.A.B.  55:  370-371).  It  is  uncertain 
whether  the  bird  found  on  the  container  ves- 
sel in  March  2000  came  on  board  the  ship  in 
Bahamian  or  U.  S.  waters. 

Red-billed  Tropicbird 
(Phaethon  aethereus) 
Unsubstantiated. 

Several  reports. 

One  reported  at  26°  30’  N,  74° 
46’  W 25  June  1979  (S.S.  30: 
58)  is  considered  valid;  how- 
ever, a report  of  three  off  Abaco 
27  March  1937  (Holmes  1939) 
was  questioned  by  Bond 
(1956),  as  Holmes  did  not 
mention  White-tailed  Trop- 
icbird in  the  area  or  from 
waters  around  Bermuda.  The 
comment  that  Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird is  “reliably  reported 
ranging  north  to  the  Bahamas, 
at  least  to  latitude  23°  N in  the 
nonbreeding  season”  (Lee  et  al. 
1981)  suggests  other  unpub- 
lished reports  as  well.  Florida 
had  circa  10  observations  of  the 


Figure  7.  This  first-winter  Black-headed  Gull  was  found  at  Cable  Beach,  New  Providence  20  January  1 999. 
Photograph  by  Brandi  Mansfield. 
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Table  4.  Reports  and  records  of  Northern  Gannet  in  Bahamian  waters,  1969-2003. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 (banded) 

Grand  Bahama 

Apr  1969 

Buden  1991 

ljuv. 

Little  Stirrup  Cay,  Berry  islands 

5-6  Jan  1984 

A.B.  38: 361-362 

2 subads. 

e.  of  Hall's  Pond  Cay,  Exumas 

7 May  1988 

Buden  and  Sprunt  1993 

1 imm. 

Northeast  Providence  Channel 

7 May  1995 

F.N.  49: 985-986 

2 

Northwest  Providence  Channel 

8 May  1995 

F.N.  49: 985-986 

1 

New  Providence 

30  Dec  1995 

C.B.C. 

1 ad.  (ph.) 

off  Man-o'-War  Cay,  Abaco 

12  Apr  1996 

M.  Albury,  in  litt., 
tided. Wardle  (Fig. 4) 

1 subad.  (ph.) 

Grand  Bahama 

Oct  1999 

B.  Hallett,  in  litt.  (Fig.  3) 

1 (ph.) 

Rose  Island  off  New  Providence 

14  May  2000 

M.  Maura,  in  litt. 

1 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

14  Dec  2000 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

1 

Grand  Bahama 

21  Mar  2003 

N.A.B.  57: 419-422 

1 

Little  Bell  1.,  Exumas 

29  Apr  2003 

N.A.B.  57: 419-422 

species,  including  at  least  three  specimens, 
through  1992  (Stevenson  and  Anderson 

1994) ,  and  there  have  been  six  additional 
records  and  reports  since  that  time,  three  of 
them  on  the  state’s  Atlantic  coast 
(F.O.S.R.C.  archive;  B.  Pranty,  in  litt.). 

Masked  Booby  (Sula  dactylatm) 

Former  breeder  in  the  southern  Bahama 
Islands,  common  in  pre-Columbian  times. 
Now  a rare  visitor. 

Bones  of  this  species  were  found  in  a pre- 
Columbian  midden  on  Grand  Turk  (Carl- 
son 1999).  In  the  nineteenth  century,  some 
20  pairs  of  this  species  nested  on  Cay  Santo 
Domingo  south  of  the  Ragged  Islands,  doc- 
umented there  10  April  1859  (Bryant 
1859),  and  three  specimens  were  collected 
there  (Bangs  and  Penard  1930).  There  was 
no  sign  of  any  on  Cay  Santo  Domingo  on 
22  June  1998  (White  et  al.  1999),  and  the 
species  is  described  as  a “vagrant”  to  both 
Turks  Islands  and  Caicos  Islands  (Bradley 

1995) . 

In  modern  times,  only  five  reports  of 
9-10  individuals  are  known  for  the 
Bahamian  Archipelago.  All  reports:  1,  9 
miles  e.  of  Cay  Verde  1 & 2 May  1979  (A. 
Sprunt,  in  lift.);  5,  off  Peterson  Cay,  Grand 
Bahama  28  April  1987  (A.B.  41:  493-494); 
1,  at  sea,  e.  of  Turks  Islands  December 
1978  (Buden  1987);  1,  White  Cay,  San  Sal- 
vador 31  May  1995,  and  2 adults  noted  dis- 
playing there  12  June  1998  (FN.  52: 
507-508). 

Red-footed  Booby  (Sula  sula) 

Common  in  pre-Columbian  times,  now  a 

RARE  BREEDER  (ONE  OR  TWO  PAIRS)  ON  CAYS 

in  Graham’s  Harbour,  San  Salvador. 

This  species  was  apparently  much  more 


numerous  in  the  Bahamas  in  centuries  past. 
It  was  found  in  a midden  on  Grand  Turk 
dated  approximately  750  AD  to  1170  AD 
(Keegan  1997),  along  with  bones  of  the  pre- 
ceding species,  but  there  was  no  bone  from 
Brown  Booby,  which  has  replaced  them  as 
the  most  common  booby  in  the  region  (Carl- 
son 1999). 

In  modern  times,  there  are  several  reports 
and  records  of  breeding  birds.  In  the  early 
twentieth  century,  the  species  was  noted  to 
have  nested  once  on  “Atwood’s  Key” 
(Sanrana  Cay)  (Bent  1922).  In  more  recent 
times,  all  other  nesting  activity  has  been  doc- 
umented on  cays  in  Graham’s  Harbour,  San 
Salvador:  a pair  was  observed  on  White  Cay, 
with  nesting  suspected  in  May  1988  (White 
et  al.  1996);  2 adults,  1 subadult,  and  1 chick 
were  photographed  on  White  Cay  28  April 
1995  (Frontispiece  photograph;  FN.  49: 
985-986;  White  et  al.  1996);  a pair  nested  at 
White  Cay  from  January  through  May  1997 


(FN.  51:  809-810,  932-933);  two  nesting 
pairs  were  photographed  on  White  Cay  12 
June  1998  (FN.  52:  507-508);  and  a pair 
comprised  of  a dark  morph  and  a light 
morph  nested  on  Catto  Cay,  Graham’s  Har- 
bour 26-30  April  2002  (N.A.B.  56: 

372-374). 

There  is  only  one  at-sea  report  of  the 
species:  one  rode  a yacht  overnight  27-28 
December  2002  from  near  New  Providence 
to  Pipe  Creek,  Exumas  (N.A.B.  57:  272-274). 

Northern  Gannet  (Sula  bassanus) 
Uncommon  winter  and  spring  visitor, 
December  through  May,  primarily  in 
northern  and  central  Bahamas. 

This  species  is  confirmed  by  both  photo- 
graph and  banding  return  in  the  northern 
Bahamas  but  is  unconfirmed  elsewhere, 
including  as  a “vagrant”  to  Providenciales 
(Bradley  1995).  In  all,  there  are  12  observa- 
tions of  14  individuals,  four  of  which  are 
substantiated  (Table  4).  In  Florida,  Northern 
Gannet  is  sometimes  abundant  off  the 
Atlantic  coast  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state,  but  the  species  is  “generally  rare  to 
uncommon”  off  the  state’s  southern  coasts 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994). 

American  White  Pelican 
(Pclecanus  erythrorhynchos) 
Unsubstantiated.  Three  sight  reports. 

Though  quite  numerous  in  Florida,  chiefly  in 
the  nonbreeding  season  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994),  this  species  is  rather  rare  in 
the  Caribbean  Basin,  known  mostly  from 
Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 
None  of  the  three  Bahamian  reports  of  the 
species  is  satisfactory,  although  all  three  are 
likely  correct. 

All  reports:  1,  Bimini  4-8  March  1947  (? 
year  uncertain)  (Friedman  1948);  1 (or 
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SEABIRDS  IN 

THE  B A 11  AM  IAN  ARC  HI  P E L A G 0 

more?),  Joulter’s  Cay  (n.  of  Andros)  11  June 
(year  not  given)  (Brudenell-Bruce  1975);  2, 
Great  Inagua  26  June  1980  (Bond  1982). 

Red-necked  Phalarope 
(Phalaropus  lobatus) 

Unsubstantiated.  Rare  transient, 

WITH  FIVE  REPORTS. 

As  with  many  species  of  seabird  that  are  well 
documented  as  transients  through  the  waters 
of  the  Southern  Atlantic  Bight  and  Florida 
but  not  in  the  Bahamas,  Red-necked 
Phalarope  has  been  detected  only  rarely  off 
the  Bahamas  and  is  not  yet  confirmed  in  the 
region.  In  Florida,  the  species  is  considered 
a “very  rare  migrant  and  winter  resident  [ . . . ] 
sometimes  seen  in  numbers  offshore,”  and 

the  same  is  probably  true  of  the  Bahamian 
status. 

All  reports:  1,  New  Providence  11-12 
October  1959  (Brudenell-Bruce  1975);  4, 
beyond  the  coastal  shelf  between  Florida 
and  Bimini  19-20  September  1988  (P.  W. 
Smith,  in  lift.) ; 10+,  Ocean  Bight,  Great 
Exuma  November  1995  (B.  Minns,  in 
litt.);  20,  Rolle  Town,  Great  Exuma  Janu- 
ary 1997  (B.  Smith,  fide  B.  Minns).  It  is 
unclear  whether  a report  from  Little 
Exuma  3 April  (year  unpublished)  refers 
to  this  species  or  to  Wilson’s  Phalarope,  P. 
tricolor  (Brudenell-Bruce  1975).  A report 
of  350  “far  offshore”  from  Cocoa  Beach, 
Florida  in  mid-October  1955  (Cruick- 
shank  1980)  lacks  data  on  location  as 
well  as  documentation  that  would  distin- 

guish  this  species  from  the  next. 

Red  Phalarope  (Phalaropus  fulicarius) 

Very  rare  transient.  One  record 

and  one  report. 

This  species  is  scarcely  known  in  Bahamian 
waters,  in  stark  contrast  to  Florida’s  80+  pub- 
lished reports  through  1992,  some  with 
counts  in  the  high  hundreds  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994).  More  surveys  of  northern 
and  northwestern  Bahamian  waters  in  fall 
and  winter  would  probably  clarify  the 
species’  status  in  the  region. 

All  observations:  1 (adult;  ph.),  Morton 

Salt  Ponds,  Great  Inagua  4-7  March  1999 
(ph.  K.  Karlson;  Karlson,  in  litt.);  1,  Andros 

17  May  1968  (year  uncertain),  considered 
“questionable”  by  Bond  (1969). 

Pomarine  Jaeger 
(Stercorarius  pomarinus) 

Table  5.  All  reports  and  records  of  Pomarine  Jaegers  in  Bahamian  waters,  1945-2002. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 light 

150  miles  e.  of  Abaco 

25  Mar  1945 

Starrettand  Dixon  1947 

Fairly  common  winter  and  spring 

1 light 

18  miles  e.  of  San  Salvador 

26  Mar  1945 

Starrett  and  Dixon  1947 

visitor,  with  two  fall  reports. 

4* 

10-25  miles  e.  of  Miami 

4 Dec  1952 

Castenholz  1954 

As  is  the  case  off  Florida  (Stevenson  and 

1 

S.  of  Southeast  Pt.,  Great  Inagua 

29  Feb  1964 

5.5.18;  29 

Anderson  1994),  this  species  is  the  most 

1 

25° N,  73° W 

16  Jan  1965 

5.5.18:55-59 

common  (or  commonly  identified)  jaeger  in 
pelagic  waters.  In  addition  to  a specimen 
record  and  the  25  reports  of  up  to  48  indi- 

1 light 

28° N,  73° W 

4 Mar  1965 

5.5.18: 55-59 

1 light 

25°  N,  76°  W 

5 Mar  1965 

5.5. 18:  55-59 

viduals  presented  in  Table  5,  Woods  Hole 
personnel  on  the  Atlantis  observed  three 
Pomarine  Jaegers  in  January,  18  in  February, 

19  in  April,  and  four  in  May  in  tbe  five 

1 

off  Freeport,  Grand  Bahama 

28  Apr  1966 

Bond  1967 

1 dark 

off  Crooked  1. 

27  Oct  1981 

A.B.  36;  223-224 

2 

between  Port  Everglades 
and  Grand  Bahama 

1 Mar  1982 

A.B.  36;  843-846 

degree  squares  delimited  by  the  coordinates 

25°  to  30°  N,  75°  to  80°  W and  20°  to  25°  N, 

70°  to  75°  W,  all  presumably  between  1940 
and  1950  (Moore  1951).  There  are  also  ten- 

1 

26°  35'  N,  74°  34'  W 

19  Apr  1982 

5.5.  33: 62 

1 

between  Ft.  Lauderdale  and 

Little  Stirrup  Cay 

22  Dec  1983 

M 38: 361-362 

tative  reports  or  reports  lacking  basic  docu- 
mentation: a probable  dark-nrorph  Pomarine 

1 

between  Ft.  Lauderdale  and 

Little  Stirrup  Cay 

5 Jan  1984 

A.B.  38:361-362 

was  noted  in  company  with  five  Parasitic 
Jaegers  35-40  miles  east  of  Miami,  within 
sight  of  the  Biminis  24  April  1953  (Casten- 
holz 1954),  and  Bond  (1976)  reports  seeing 
“several”  in  the  Gulf  Stream  north  of  Cuba 

1 

Little  San  Salvador 

12  Feb  1984 

G.  Oliver,  in  litt. 

2 light 

25  miles  sw.  of  Grand  Bahama 

2 May  1987 

A.B.  41: 493-494 

5 

between  Florida  and  Bimini 

19-20  Sep  1988 

P.  W.  Smith,  in  litt. 

and  west  of  the  Bahamas  (Bond  1976),  date 
unspecified.  More  attention  to  pelagic 
waters  would  probably  produce  many  more 
records  of  this  species,  particularly  in  the  late 
autumn  (late  October  and  November). 

1 dark 

s.  of  Little  Belli.,  Exumas 

31  May  1991 

Lee  and  Clark  1994 

2 ad. 

3 miles  se.  of  Porgy's  Rock, 
e.  of  New  Providence 

9 May  1992 

A.  Sprunt,  in  litt. 

8 

Ft.  Lauderdale  to  Freeport 

7 Mar  1993 

A.B.  47: 457 

Parasitic  Jaeger 
(Stercorarius  parasiticus) 

Uncommon  winter  and  spring 

visitor,  with  one  fall  report. 

1 

"one  hour  out"  of  Freeport 

5 May  1993 

A.B.  47: 457 

1 light 

Elbow  Cay,  Abaco 
[specimen  now  at  Florida 

Museum  of  Natural  History] 

Apr  1996 

J.  Vidmar,  in  litt. 

(Fig.  5) 

1 

Sandy  Cay,  Exumas 

4 Nov  2000 

W.  Hayes,  in  litt. 

As  for  the  previous  species,  the  presence  of 

3 

off  Guana  Cay,  Abaco 

23  Feb  2001 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

Parasitic  Jaeger  in  the  Bahamas  is  con- 
firmed by  specimen  evidence,  but  no  pho- 
tographic documentation  is  known. 

1 light 

Abaco 

23  Apr  &1  May  2002 

E.  Bracey,  in  lift. 

3 

Abaco 

17  Mar  2003 

NAB.  57: 419-422 

Although  Bond  (1993)  gave  the  status  of 

3 

17  km.  w.  of  Great  Inagua 

30  Apr  2003 

NAB.  57: 419-422 

Parasitic  Jaeger  as  “not  uncommon  in  the 

Gulf  Stream  north  of  western  Cuba  and 
west  of  the  Bahamas,”  fewer  reports  of  this 
species  are  known  than  for  Pomarine  (as  is 

*2  imm.,  2 light  ad.,  1 dark  ad.;  some  of  these  were  possibly  in  Florida  waters 
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Table  6.  All  reports  and  records  of  Bonaparte's  Gull  from  the  Bahamas,  1876-2002. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 

Long  1. 

8 Oct  1876 

Moore  1877,  Cory  1890 

1 

Grand  Bahama 

late  Dec  1962 

Gantz  1963 

1 

Andros 

22  Nov  1973 

Bond  1974 

? 

New  Providence 

7-20  Mar  1962 

Brudnell-Bruce  1975,  Bond  1963 

2 

San  Salvador 

2 Dec  1973 

Miller  1978,  Bond  1976, 1980 

24- 

Double  Bay,  Eleuthera 

22  Jan-7  Feb  1977 

Connor  and  Loftin  1985 

3*(ph.) 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

28  Dec  1983 

A.B.  38: 361-362  (Fig.  8) 

1 ad.  (ph.) 

Hope  Town,  Abaco 

1 Jan  1984 

A.B.  38: 361-362 

1 

Great  Guana  Cay,  Abaco 

Jan  1996 

J.  Vidmar,  in  lift. 

1 

San  Salvador 

21-22  Jan  1997 

F./V.  51: 809-810 

1 (dead,  ph.) 

Landrail  Pt.,  Crooked  1. 

3 May  1997 

N.A.B.  51: 932-933 

1 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

18  Jan  1999 

N.A.B.  53: 214-215 

1 

Nassau 

5 Dec  2000 

N.A.B.  54: 223-224 

1 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

22  Dec  2002 

NA.B.  57: 272-274 

6 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

28  Feb  2003 

NAB.  57: 272-274 

* = 2 ads.,  1 imm. 


Table  7.  All  reports  and  records  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  from  the  Bahamas,  1985-2003. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 

Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco 

6 Feb  1985 

A.B.  39: 214-215 

1-2 

Plymouth  Harbour,  Green  Turtle 

Cay,  Abaco 

19  Feb  1994 

F.N.  48: 253-254 

1 

Arawak  Cay,  New  Providence 

19  Oct  1994 

A.  W.  White 

3 

New  Providence 

29  Dec  1994 

C.B.C. 

1 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

27  Feb  1996 

J.  Vidmar,  in  litt. 

1 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

28  Nov  1996 

R.  Odear,  in  litt. 

2 

Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera 

3-4  Dec  1997 

A.  W.  White 

3 

New  Providence 

27  Dec  1997 

C.B.C. 

1-3 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

16-21  Jan  1999 

NAB.  53: 214-215 

1 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

15  Feb  1999 

N.A.B.  53: 214-215 

1-2 

North  Bimini 

24-28  Apr  1999 

White  etal.  2000 

1-2 

Nassau 

5-19  Dec  1999 

N.A.B.  54: 223-224 

40 

Freeport  dump,  Grand  Bahama 

13  Dec  2000 

NAB.  55: 236-238 

1 + 

Nassau 

18  Dec  2000 

N.A.B.  55: 236-238 

14  (vt.) 

Freeport  dump,  Grand  Bahama 

26  Jan  2001 

S.  Mlodinow,  in  litt. 

1 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

3 Feb  2001 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

1 

Chub  Cay,  Berry  1. 

Mar  2001 

S.  Stiles,  in  litt. 

8 

New  Providence 

16  Dec  2001 

C.B.C. 

50 

Freeport  dump,  Grand  Bahama 

19  Dec  2001 

C.B.C. 

3 

New  Providence 

15  Dec  2002 

C.B.C. 

2 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

17  Dec  2002 

NAB.  57: 272-274 

1 

Freeport,  Grand  Bahama 

18  Dec  2002 

N.A.B.  57: 272-274 

1 

Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera 

7 Jan  2003 

N.A.B.  57: 272-274 

the  case  in  Florida  [Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son 1994]),  but  there  are  several  counts 
higher  than  the  highest  count  for  that 
species.  Shipboard  surveys  by  Woods 
Hole  personnel  detected  fewer  Parasitics 
than  Pomarines  in  the  five-degree  squares 
delimited  by  the  coordinates  25°  to  30°  N, 
75°  to  80°  W and  20°  to  25°  N,  70°  to  75° 
W:  three  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  noted  in 
January,  two  in  February,  and  one  in 
April,  presumably  between  1940  and 
1950  (Moore  1951).  There  is  one  con- 
temporaneous mention  of  a probable  Par- 
asitic Jaeger  by  Castenholz  (1954),  a bird 
seen  23  April  1953  some  35-40  miles  east 
of  Miami.  As  with  other  Stercorarius , 
identification  of  many  individuals  is 
problematic,  and  observers  often  qualify 
identifications  with  “probable”  or  “possi- 
ble” in  the  case  of  the  jaegers. 

All  reports  and  records:  5 (2  light- 
morph  adults,  three  immatures),  within 
sight  of  the  Biminis  24  April  1953  (Cas- 
tenholz 1954);  2 (one  dark,  one  light)  off 
Fox  Town,  Little  Abaco  17  June  1972  (A. 
Paterson,  in  lift.);  12-14,  between  Port 
Everglades  and  Grand  Bahama  1 March 
1982  (A.B.  36:  843-846);  9,  between  Fort 
Lauderdale  and  Little  Stirrup  Cay  22 
December  1983  (A.B.  38:  361-362);  one 
(light  adult),  25  miles  southwest  of 
Grand  Bahama  2 May  1987  (A.B.  41: 
493-494);  1,  near  Brigantine  Cays,  Exu- 
mas  February  1988  (Buden  1992);  1, 
beyond  the  coastal  shelf  between  Florida 
and  Bimini  19-20  September  1988  (P.  W. 
Smith,  in  lift.);  1,  Fresh  Creek,  Andros  25 
October  1998  (N.A.B.  53:  110-111);  1 
(moribund  light-morph  subadult),  Lyford 
Cay,  New  Providence  27  February  2002 
(N.A.B.  56:  235-237).  This  last  bird  was 
prepared  as  a specimen  and  is  now  in  the 
collection  of  the  Bahamas  National  Trust 
(Figure  6). 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 
(Stercorarius  longicaudus) 
Unsubstantiated.  Reported  Aprit, 

May,  and  possibly  December. 

The  migration  of  this  species  between 
nesting  areas  and  wintering  grounds  in  the 
Falkland  Current  off  South  America 
should  make  it  a regular,  if  uncommon, 
species  in  both  autumn  and  spring, 
although  passage  through  the  latitude  of 
the  Bahamas  may  be  rapid.  Some  38 
reports  from  Florida  through  1992 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  plus  nine 
records  and  reports  (totaling  13  birds) 
since  that  time  (FO.S.R.C  archive,  B. 
Pranty,  in  lift.),  indicate  that  this  is  that 
state’s  rarest  jaeger,  as  appears  to  be  the 
case  in  Bahamian  waters,  where  four 
reports,  none  confirmed,  are  known. 


There  are  also  several  other  reports  of  "prob- 
able” Long-tailed  Jaegers,  included  here  for 
the  sake  of  completeness. 

The  only  Bahamian  reports  thus  far 
include  three  birds  noted  in  April  and  one  in 
May  between  1940  and  1950,  in  the  five- 
degree  squares  defined  by  the  coordinates 
25°  to  30°N,  75°  to  80°  W and  20°  to  25  °N, 
70°  to  75°  W (Moore  1951).  In  addition, 
there  is  an  undated  sight  record  of  the 
species  considered  tentative  off  Providen- 
ciales  (Sanderson  1982),  and  Castenholz 
(1954)  reported  an  adult  light  morph  10-25 
miles  e.  of  Miami  4 December  1952  (possibly 
in  Florida  waters),  as  well  as  2 probable 
Long-tailed  Jaegers  9 December  1952,  25 
miles  e.  of  Miami,  thus  near  the  boundary  of 
U.  S.  waters. 

Winter  reports  of  this  species  from  the 
western  North  Atlantic  are  very  few,  all  of 
single  birds:  West  Palm  Beach  C.B.C.  24 
December  1932  (C.B.C.  archive);  Continen- 
tal Shelf  C.B.C.  20  December  1984  [off  North 
Carolina  at  35°  15’  N,  74°  40’  W]  (Lee  1987); 
Point  Judith,  Washington  County,  Rhode 
Island  15  January  2001  (Hunt  2001).  None 
of  these  reports  is  documented  with  speci- 
men or  photograph.  The  status  of  this 
species  north  of  the  equator  is  not  well 
known  for  the  colder  months  (Lee  1987). 

Black-headed  Gull  (Larus  ridibundus) 

Rare  winter  visitor,  with  three  records 

AND  ONE  REPORT. 

The  rarity  of  this  species  in  the  Bahamas  is  in 
keeping  with  its  status  in  the  northern 
Caribbean  (e.g.,  Cuba  [Garrido  and  Kirkcon- 
nell  2000])  and  Florida  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994),  although  the  species  is  said 
to  be  regular  in  San  Juan  harbor,  Puerto  Rico 
(Raffaele  1989). 

All  observations:  1 (adult,  ph.),  Grand 
Turk  30  December  1985  through  at  least  8 
March  1986  (1986  C.B.C.;  G.  H.  Rosenberg, 
in  litt.);  1 (first-basic),  Marsh  Harbour, 
Abaco  17  February  1988  (W.  Petersen,  in 
litt.,  fide  B.  Hallett);  1 (first-basic,  ph.),  Gov- 
ernor’s Harbour,  Eleuthera  14-18  November 
1996  (White  1997;  N.A.B.  51:  128-130);  1 
(first-basic,  ph.),  Cable  Beach,  New  Provi- 
dence 20-21  January  1999  (N.A.B.  53: 
214-215;  Figure  7). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  (Larus  Philadelphia) 

Uncommon  fall  and  winter  visitor, 
October  through  March. 

In  addition  to  the  12  reports  of  19  individu- 
als and  three  records  involving  five  individu- 
als detailed  in  Table  6,  the  species  is  reported 
from  Pine  Cay,  Caicos  Islands  (Sanderson 
1982,  Bradley  1995),  and  there  is  mention  by 
Bond  (1971)  of  February  and/or  March 
reports  of  the  species  from  New  Providence. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (Lams  fuscus) 
Uncommon  to  locally  common  fall, 

WINTER,  AND  SPRING  VISITOR  (OCTOBER 

to  April)  in  northern  and  central 
Bahamas. 

Through  the  nineteenth  century  and  most 
of  the  twentieth,  this  species  was 
unknown  in  the  Bahamas,  first  being 
recorded  only  in  1985  (Table  7).  Since  that 


time,  a steady  increase  in  records  has  been 
documented  throughout  much  of  North 
America  (Post  and  Lewis  1995a,  1995b), 
and  records  from  the  Bahamas  have  kept 
pace  with  continental  records,  so  that 
there  are  now  more  than  20  records  and 
reports  for  the  region  (Table  7).  The  vast 
majority  of  the  circa  143  individuals 
(duplication  likely)  reported  thus  far  has 
been  from  the  landfill  at  Freeport,  Grand 


Table  8.  All  reports  and  records  of  Great  Black-backed  Gull  from  the  Bahamian  Archipelago,  1981-2002. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 (dead) 

San  Salvador 

Jan  1981 

Bond  1982 

1 

Lee  Stocking  1. 

9-20  Feb  1989 

Dunham  etal.  1990 

2 

Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco 

6 Feb  1985 

A.B.  39: 214-215 

2 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

19  Nov  1990 

A.B.  45: 500 

2 

Baker's  Bay,  Abaco 

Dec  1994 

J.  Vidmar,  in  litt. 

1 

Abaco 

8 Oct  1995 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

1 

Parrot  Cay,  Abaco  area 

1-3  Jan  1996 

R.  Patterson,  in  litt. 

1 (ph.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

13  Feb  1997 

F.N.  51: 809-810 

1 

Grand  Bahama 

5 Nov  1997 

F.N.  52: 132-133 

1 

Nassau 

2 Mar  1999 

N.A.B.  53:214-215 

1 

Nassau 

5-19  Dec  1999 

N.A.B.  54: 223-224 

1 

Abaco 

7 Dec  1999 

N.A.B.  54: 223-224 

2 

New  Providence 

17  Dec  2000 

C.B.C. 

1 (vt.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

2 Feb  & 21  Mar  2001 

NAB.  55: 236-238, 
N.A.B.  55: 370-371 

1 

Paradise  1. 

6 Oct  2001 

N.A.B.  56: 119 

1 

New  Providence 

16  Dec  2001 

C.B.C. 

1 

Abaco 

10  Apr  2002 

E.  Bracey,  in  litt. 

1 

Nassau 

3 Oct  2002 

N.A.B.  57:131-133 

Table  9.  All  reports  and  records  of  Caspian  Tern  from  the  Bahamas  and  Turks  & Caicos,  1961-2002. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

1 

Great  Inagua 

10  Apr  1961 

Brudnell-Bruce  1975, 
Buden  1987 

3 

North  Andros 

6-8  Apr  1968 

A.F.N.  22:516-520, 

Bond  1969 

3 

Grand  Turk 

20  Apr  1982 

Sanderson  1982, 

A.B.  36: 897-898 

1 

Grand  Turk 

28  Dec  1982 

A.B.  37: 342-344, 

Buden  1987 

2 

Grand  Turk 

16  May  1984 

A.B.  38: 968-970, 

Buden 1987 

1 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

16  Nov  1990 

P.W.  Sykes,  in  litt. 

1 

Man-o'-WarCay,  Abaco 

Jan  1996 

J.  Vidmar,  in  litt. 

1 

Elbow  Cay,  Abaco 

Mar  1996 

J.  Vidmar,  in  litt. 

1 (ph.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

13  Oct  1996 

N.A.B.  51: 128-130 

1 

Riding  Pt.,  Grand  Bahama 

18  Feb  1997 

N.A.B.  51: 809-810 

2-3 

Pine  Cay,  Caicos  Islands 

16  Dec  1997 

Walsh-McGehee 
etal.  1998 

2 (ph.) 

Wilson's  Pond,  New  Providence 

2 Nov  2002 

N.A.B.  57:131-133 

Figure  9.  This  first-winter  Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  afforded  one  of  few  documented 
records  for  the  archipelago.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Hallett. 


Bahama,  in  early  winter  and  in  connection 
with  the  Christmas  Bird  Count. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 
(Lams  marinus) 

Uncommon  fall  and  winter 

VISITOR  TO  THE  NORTHERN  AND 

central  Bahamas. 


Caspian  Tern  (Sterna  caspia) 

Occasional  winter  visitor  and  migrant, 
October  through  May. 

Several  species  of  terns  that  feed  primarily  in 
coastal  waters  are  less  common  in  the 
Bahamas  than  one  might  expect,  based  on 


their  relative  abundance  in  Florida.  In 
Florida,  Caspian  Tern  is  locally  common  as  a 
nester  and  not  uncommon  as  a winter  visitor 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994).  In  con- 
trast, there  are  only  12  reports  of  18  individ- 
uals and  two  photographic  records  of  three 
birds  for  the  Bahamas  and  Turks  and  Caicos 
(Table  9;  Figure  11),  and  most  observations 
are  relatively  recent.  The  species  is  also 
listed  for  Providenciales  (Bradley  1995). 

Common  Tern  (Sterna  hirundo) 

Common  migrant  and  uncommon  winter 

VISITOR,  REPORTED  IN  EVERY  MONTH  EXCEPT 

August.  Reports  of  nesting  in  Bahamas 

NEED  CONFIRMATION. 

Historical  records  of  Common  Tern  are  few 
for  the  Bahamas,  as  is  true  of  other  non- 
pelagic  tern  species.  One  was  collected  at 
Acklins  in  May  1879  (Cory  1890),  but  the 
location  of  this  specimen  is  not  known.  More 
recently,  another  collected  at  Mayaguana  in 
October  1978  (Buden  1987)  is  located  at  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Museum. 

The  species  is  also  confirmed  as  a visitor 
to  the  Bahamas  by  four  banding  returns,  all 
of  Massachusetts-banded  individuals,  one  in 
May,  one  in  October,  and  two  in  December 


This  species,  first  reported  in  the  region 
only  in  1981  (as  specimen),  would  appear 

Table  10.  All  reports  of  Common  Tern  from  the  Bahamas  and  Turks  & Caicos,  1982-2001. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

to  be  increasing  in  recent  years,  as  indi- 
cated by  some  18  observations  of  22  or  so 
individuals,  most  of  which  are  from  the 

1 

Providenciales 

6 Mar  1982 

AS.  36: 897-898 

2 

Grand  Turk 

24  Apr  1983 

AS.  37:916-917 

1990s,  two  of  which  were  photographed 

3 

Providenciales 

26  Apr  1984 

A.B.  38: 968-970 

(Table  8;  Figure  9). 

4-5  daily 

Mayaguana 

4-18  Oct  1978 

Buden 1987 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 
(Rissa  tridactyla) 

Rare  winter  visitor. 

40+ 

between  Fort  Lauderdale 
and  Little  Stirrup  Cay 

22  Dec  1983 

AS.  38: 361-362 

90 

Little  Stirrup  Cay 

5 Jan  1984 

AS.  38: 361-362 

Most  observations  of  this  species  (12  of 

13  individuals  reported)  came  during  the 
harsh  winter  of  1983-1984,  in  which 

1 

Abaco 

6 Feb  1985 

AS.  39: 214-215 

5 

off  Great  Inagua 

16  Apr  1985 

AS.  39: 353-354 

2 

Grand  Turk 

19  Jul  1987 

AS.  41: 1491-1492 

many  cold  fronts  pushed  into  southern 
Florida  and  the  central  Bahamas  (Norton 
1984;  Figure  10). 

All  reports  and  records:  1 (first-basic), 
found  exhausted  on  beach  at  Fresh  Creek, 

1 

West  Caicos 

28  Sep  1987 

AS.  42: 143-144, 

Norton  and  Clarke  1989 

1 

New  Providence 

19-23  Jan  1988 

D.  Wingate,  in  lift. 

1 

between  Florida  and  Bimini 

19-20  Sep  1988 

P.  W.  Smith,  in  lift. 

Andros  3 February  1968  (Paterson  1968, 
Bond  1968);  1 (first-basic),  Hope  Town, 
Elbow  Cay,  Abaco  1 January  1984  (A.B. 
38:  361-362);  4 (first-basic,  ph.),  Little 

1 

San  Salvador 

16  Nov  1995 

W.  Hayes,  in  lift. 

1 

North  Creek,  Grand  Turk 

18  Jun  1996 

F.N.  50: 1000, 1002 

4 (ph.) 

Pine  Cay,  Caicos  Islands 

23  Jun  1996 

F.N.  50: 1000, 1002 

Stirrup  Cay,  Berry  Islands  5 January  1984 
(A.B.  38:  361-362);  2,  Eleuthera  11  Feb- 
ruary 1984,  2,  Cat  Island  14  February 
1984,  1 (first-basic),  Conception  Island 

1 

Grand  Bahama 

13  Oct  1996 

F.N.  50: 128-130 

4 

Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera 

15  Nov  1996 

f./V.  50: 128-130 

1 

L.  Cunningham,  New  Providence 

25  Oct  1997 

F.N.  52: 132-133 

15  February  1984,  1 (first-basic),  Long 
Island  17  February,  and  1 (first-basic), 
Great  Inagua  22  February  1984  (all  A.B. 
38:  968-970). 

1-5  (ph.) 

Mayaguana 

25-28  Oct  1997 

F.N.  52:132-133 

1 

Mangrove  Cay,  Caicos  Islands 

12  Nov  1997 

F.N.  52: 132-133 

1 

Conception  Island 

3 May  1999 

B.  Hallett,  in  litt. 

1 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

4 Feb  2001 

NAB.  55: 236-238 

446 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


SEABIRDS  IN  I 


Table  11.  All  reports  of  Forster's  Tern  from  the  Bahamas,  1954-2003. 

Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

2 

Great  Exuma 

21  Nov  1954 

Bond  1962 

12 

Fresh  Creek,  Andros 

14  Aug  1968 

A.  Paterson,  in  litt. 

1-4 

Eleuthera 

22  Jan-5  Feb 
& 19  Sep  1977 

Connor  and  Loftin  1985 

3 

Abaco 

25  Dec  1983 

A.B.  38:361-362 

2 

Abaco 

5 Feb  1985 

A.B.  39:214-215 

2 

near  Governor's  Harbour,  Eleuthera 

17  Dec  1985 

A.B.  40: 338-339 

1 

between  Little  San  Salvador  and  Cat  1. 

30  Jan  1988 

D.  B.  Wingate,  in  litt. 

2 

Great  Inagua 

30  Oct  1997 

f./V.  52: 132-133 

1 (ph.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

5 Nov  1997 

f./V.  52: 132-133 

1 

New  Providence 

27  Dec  1997 

C.B.C. 

2 

Wilson's  Pond,  New  Providence 

19-24  Jan  1998 

F.N.  52: 395-396 

6 

Great  Stirrup  Cay,  Berry  Islands 

31  Jan  1998 

M.  Lockwood,  in  litt. 

2 (vt.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

14  Dec  2000- 
3 Feb  2001 

N.A.B.  55: 236-238 

1 

Nassau 

23-24  Jan  2002 

NAB.  56: 235-237 

2 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

17  Dec  2002 

N.A.B.  57: 272-274 

6 

Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 

28  Feb  2003 

N.A.B.  57: 272-274 

(Bird  Banding  Laboratory,  in  litt.). 
Although  the  species  has  possibly 
bred  in  the  archipelago,  details  are 
scant  on  past  nestings.  Bond  (1978) 
recommends  verification  of 
reported  nesting  on  Stocking  Cay 
off  Great  Exuma.  More  recently, 
Sprunt  (1984)  does  not  include 
Common  Tern  among  the  seabird 
species  nesting  in  the  Bahamas. 
However,  the  files  of  the  Bird  Band- 
ing Laboratory  (in  litt.)  include  data 
on  18  Common  Tern  nestlings 
banded  near  North  Bight,  Andros  in 
July  1969  and  1970.  There  are  sev- 
eral scattered  breeding  reports  from 
Florida,  of  which  one  is  docu- 
mented (Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994). 

The  22  Bahamian  reports  totaling 
well  over  200  individuals  give  some 
indication  of  the  relative  abundance 
of  the  species  in  the  region  (Table 
10).  The  highest  single-site  count 
(90  birds)  was  of  a single  foraging 
flock  observed  during  a strong 
northeasterly  gale  while  the 
observers’  sailboat  was  at  anchor 
(R.  P.  Moore,  E.  S.  Brinkley,  in  litt.). 

Arctic  Tern  (Sterna  paradisaea) 
Rare  transient.  Two  reports, 

ONE  RECORD. 

The  only  record  for  the  Bahamas  is 
of  one  found  injured  along  the 
highway  one  mile  north  of  Crossing 


Figure  10.  This  first-winter  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Little  Stirrup  Cay,  Berry  Islands, 
Bahamas  5 January  1 984  was  one  of  four  noted  in  the  area  on  that  date  and  one  of 
a dozen  reported  that  winter  in  the  Bahamas.  Photograph  by  EdwardS.  Brinkley. 


Figure  1 1 . Caspian  Tem  records  are  notoriously  scarce  from  the  Bahamas;  this  adult  at  Wilson's  Pond, 
New  Providence  2 November  2002  is  one  of  few  photographed  in  the  region.  Photograph  by  Paul  Dean. 


Rocks,  Abaco  7 May  2003,  which  was  kept  as 
a specimen  at  the  Bahamas  National  Trust 
(N.A.B.  57:  419-422;  E.  Bracey,  in  litt.;  Figure 
12).  There  are  two  sight  reports  of  single 
birds,  one  “well  seen”  near  Big  Green  Cay  off 
Andros  2 July  1977  (A.B.  31:  1128-1130) 
and  another  off  Little  San  Salvador  17  May 
1986  (A.  Sprunt,  in  litt.). 

As  is  the  case  for  Sooty  Shearwater,  this 
species  might  be  expected  in  the  region 
chiefly  in  spring  migration,  as  the  autumn 
migration  involves  movements  primarily 
toward  western  Europe  and  northwest  Africa 
into  the  eastern  Atlantic  and  away  from 
North  America  (Bourne  and  Casement  1996, 
Hatch  2002);  the  species  is  also  rare  in  the 
southeastern  United  States  at  this  season 
(Lee  and  Cardiff  1993).  Florida  had  18 
reports  and  three  or  four  specimens  through 
1992  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  and 
since  that  time,  15  reports  totaling  some 
42-43  birds  have  accrued,  mostly  from  the 
Atlantic  coast  (EO.S.R.C.  archive,  B.  Pranty, 
in  litt.). 

Forsters  Tern  (Sterna  forsteri) 

Uncommon  fall  migrant  and  winter 

visitor,  September  through 
February. 


As  for  Common  and  Caspian 
Terns,  the  scarcity  of  Forsters 
Tern  in  the  Bahamas  is  some- 
what surprising  given  its  status 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Florida, 
where  it  is  relatively  common, 
especially  off  northern  coasts 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994).  Only  16  reports  of  over 
45  individuals  are  known  from 
the  Bahamas  (Table  1 1 ; Figure 
13),  and  there  is  an  additional 
report  of  a probable  Forster’s 
Tern  from  Cat  Island  30  Janu- 
ary 1988  (D.  B.  Wingate,  in 
litt.). 

White-winged  Tern 
(Chlidonias  leucopterns) 

Spring  vagrant;  one 

RECORD  AND  ONE  REPORT. 

One  White-winged  Tern  was 
photographed  with  three  Black 
Terns  at  Great  Inagua  26  June 
1980  (Bond  1982,  Buden  1987; 
Figure  14),  and  one  was 
reported  by  multiple  observers 
at  McKinney  Pond,  Cat  Island 
22  May  1999  (N.A.B.  53:  334). 
This  Eurasian  species  is  an 
almost-annual  visitor  to  the 
eastern  United  States  and 
Canada,  mostly  from  May  to 
September  (Mlodinow  and 
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Table  12.  Reports  and  records  of  Black  Skimmer  from  the  Bahamas  and  Turks  & Caicos,  1947-2001. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Source 

2 

Bimini 

4-8  Mar  1947? 

Friedman  1948, 

Vaurie  1953 

1 

Great  Inagua 

undated 

Bond  1956,  Buden  1987 

1 (dead) 

New  Providence 

9 Feb  1958 

Bond  1959 

1 

North  Bimini 

7 Apr  1958 

Bond  1959 

1 

Grand  Bahama 

late  Dec  1962 

Gantz  1963 

1 

off  Providenciales 

no  date 

Sanderson  1982, 

Bradley  1995 

1 

Marsh  Harbour,  Abaco 

29  Dec  1983 

AS.  38;  361-362 

1 (ph.) 

Alice  Town,  North  Bimini 

6 Dec  1994 

F.N.  49: 203-204 

1 

Alice  Town,  North  Bimini 

6-11  Dec  1996 

R.  Elston,  in  litt. 

1 

New  Providence 

28  Dec  1996 

C.B.C. 

1 

Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco 

1 Sep  1997 

F.N.  52: 132-133 

5 

Middle  Caicos 

13  Dec  1997 

Walsh-McGehee 

etal.1998 

1 (ph.) 

West  End,  Grand  Bahama 

14  Dec  2000 

E.  Bracey,  in  Hit.  (Fig.  16) 

2 

Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco 

2 Jan  2001 

NAB.  55: 236-238 

1 (vt.) 

Our  Lucaya,  Grand  Bahama 

29  Jan-1  Feb  2001 

S.  Mlodinow,  in  litt. 

O’Brien  1996),  with  other  nearby  records 
from  St.  Croix  and  Barbados  (Raffaele  et  al. 
1998)  but  none  from  Florida  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994;  FO.S.R.C.  archive,  B.  Pranty, 
in  litt.). 

Whiskered  Tern  (Chlidonias  hybridus) 
Vagrant.  One  record. 

One  Whiskered  Tern  was  observed  and  pho- 
tographed on  Great  Inagua  1-2  May  2003 
( N.A.B . 57:  419-422;  Figure  15),  only  the 
fourth  record  in  the  New  World,  the  others 
coming  from  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  in  the 
United  States  in  1993  (A.O.U.  1998),  Barba- 
dos in  1994  (A.O.U.  1998),  and  again  New 
Jersey  in  1998  (ph.,  N.A.B.  53:  5). 

Black  Tern  (Chlidonias  niger) 

Rare  spring  and  uncommon 

EARLY-FALL  MIGRANT,  REPORTED 

April  and  June  through  October. 

Black  Tern  apparently  occurs  regularly  in  the 
Bahamas,  and  some  authors  give  only  a 
range  or  sample  dates  and  do  not  report 
individual  sightings.  For  example,  Bru- 
denell-Bruce  (1975)  cites  19  August  to  13 
September  as  the  period  when  this  tern  has 
been  found  on  New  Providence,  and  he 
gives  11  April  and  25  July  on  Great  Inagua 
as  sample  dates  from  the  out  islands.  Con- 
nor, who  spent  six  years  on  Eleuthera, 
reports  seeing  Black  Terns  between  22  July 
and  16  September,  with  a high  one-day 
count  of  18  birds  (Connor  and  Loftin  1985). 
Bradley  (1995)  reports  that  this  species  is  a 
rare  passage  migrant  in  both  the  Turks 
Islands  and  the  Caicos  Islands.  Most  large 
counts  in  Florida  are  from  the  West  Coast 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  which  sug- 
gests that  the  main  migration  occurs  well 
west  of  the  Bahamas. 

Additional  reports  of  specific  sightings:  1, 


Bimini  5 August  1951  (Vaurie  1953);  1, 
Eleuthera  17  October  1956  (Bond  1957);  2, 
Andros  3 August  (no  year  given)  (Bond 
1972);  3,  Great  Inagua  26  June  1980  (Bond 
1982,  Buden  1987). 

Black  Noddy  (Ahous  tenuirostris) 
Unsubstantiated.  One  report. 

Two  were  reported  on  Providenciales  24  May 
1984  (N.A.B.  38:  968-970),  the  only  report 
for  the  Bahamas.  Florida  has  only  one  report 
away  from  Dry  Tortugas  National  Park, 
where  exceptionally  up  to  seven  individuals 
have  been  counted  (Pranty  1997;  Pranty,  in 
press).  It  is  considered  a vagrant  in  the  West 


Indies  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 

Black  Skimmer  (Rynchops  niger) 

Rare  winter  and  spring  visitor, 

September  through  April. 

In  contrast  to  the  species’  abundance  in  south- 
ern Florida,  where  winter  tallies  in  the  low 
thousands  have  been  made  (Stevenson  and 
Anderson  1994),  only  three  confirmed  records 
of  this  species  are  known  for  the  Bahamas.  In 
addition  to  four  specimen  and  photographic 
records  (Table  12),  a Black  Skimmer  banded  in 
New  York  in  July  1984  was  recovered  on 
Andros  in  January  1985  (Buden  1991).  Oth- 
erwise, there  are  some  17  reports  of  11  indi- 


Figure  12.  This  Arctic  Tern  was  located  near  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco,  on  the  highway  7 May  2003;  it  was  Figure  13.  This  adult  Forster' s Tern  was  photographed  at  West  End, 

injured  and  has  been  retained  as  a specimen,  the  only  one  for  the  Bahamas.  Photograph  by  Hagen  Peters.  Grand  Bahama  5 November  1997.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Hallett. 
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the  Bahamas  (Bracey  2001). 

It  is  hoped  that  the  present  paper  will  stimulate  interest 
in  the  photographic  documentation  of  seabirds  in  the 
region,  so  that  a clearer  picture  of  their  spatial  and  temporal 
distribution  will  emerge.  A few  sorties  from  shore  could 
change  radically  our  assessment  of  the  status  and  distribu- 
tion of  many  of  the  species  considered  herein.  In  the  exten- 
sive research  for  the  paper,  it  is  inevitable  that  some  reports 
have  been  overlooked;  corrigenda  would  be  gratefully 
received  by  the  author.  The  Bahamas  Avian  Records  Com- 
mittee was  formed  in  2001  under  the  aegis  of  the  Bahamas 
National  Trust.  The  committee  is  preparing  an  official  list  of 
Bahamian  birds.  In  the  process,  it  will  be  reviewing  many  of 
the  records  listed  in  this  paper.  The  committee  is  also  creat- 
ing an  archive  of  confirmatory  photographs  for  rare  and 
unusual  species  in  the  Bahamas  and  a central  list  of  museum 
specimens  of  unusual  species.  Please  send  any  additional 

Figure  14.  This  adult  White-winged  Tern  in  alternate  plumage  graced  Big  Mangrove  Pond,  rePorts  or  photographs  of  the  species  listed  in  this  paper,  or 

Great  Inagua,  Bahamas  16  June  1980.  Other  Caribbean  records  of  the  species  come  from  other  unusual  species  in  the  Bahamas,  to  the  author,  who  is 

St.  Croix  and  from  Barbados.  Photograph  by  Alexander  Sprunt  IV.  also  chair  of  the  committee,  or  to  the  secretary,  Ms.  Lynn 


viduals  known  from  the  Bahamas,  all  from  the 
nonbreeding  season  (Table  10).  The  species  is 
reported  by  Bradley  (1995)  as  a “vagrant”  to 
Grand  Turk. 

Dovekie  (A lie  alle) 

Vagrant,  one  record 

BUT  SPECIMEN  LOST. 

An  oiled  bird  was  found  at  Grand  Bahama  7 
December  1962;  the  specimen,  retained  by  R. 
Hanlon,  is  apparently  now  lost  (Brudenell- 
Bruce  1975,  Bond  1993;  P.  Dean,  in  litt.). 
The  species  has  been  reported  in  at  least  18 
winters  through  1992  in  Florida,  sometimes 
in  the  thousands  (Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994),  but  only  one  report  exists  for  Cuba, 
and  the  species  is  otherwise  unknown  in  the 
West  Indies  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 

Discussion 

This  paper  lists  all  the  credible  reports  of 
transient  and  wintering  seabirds  known  to 
the  author.  The  fact  that  they  can  all  be  listed 
in  such  a brief  paper  is  indicative  of  the 
scarcity  of  information  on  these  birds  in  the 
Bahamian  Archipelago.  Reports  of  near-shore 
birds  such  as  gulls  and  certain  terns  have 
become  more  frequent  in  recent  years,  espe- 
cially on  the  more-populated  islands  such  as 
New  Providence,  Grand  Bahama,  and  Abaco. 
However,  pelagic  species,  such  as  shearwa- 
ters and  storm-petrels,  are  still  reported 
infrequently. 

The  open  waters  of  the  Bahamas  have  not 
received  sufficient  coverage  by  scientific  sur- 
veys to  provide  an  accurate  portrait  of  the 
seabird  distribution  there,  nor  have  there 
been  repeated  forays  by  birdwatchers  that 
would  provide  complementary  data,  despite 
the  presence  of  numerous  recreational 
boaters  and  fishermen  well-positioned  to 
document  the  pelagic  avifauna.  Only  one 
pelagic  birdwatching  trip  has  been  run  from 


Figure  1 5.  The  Bahamas'  only  observation  of  Whiskered  Tern— and  one  of  only  four  in  the  New  World— was  provided  by 
this  adult  in  alternate  plumage  at  Lake  Windsor,  Great  Inagua  1 May  2003.  Photograph  by  Elwood  Bracey. 


Figure  1 6.  Black  Skimmers  are  rare  visitors  to  Grand  Turk  and  the  Bahamas  in  the  nonbreeding  season;  this  adult 
was  photographed  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  14  December  2000.  Photograph  by  Bruce  HaWett. 
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Gape,  c/o  Bahamas  National  Trust,  RO.  Box 
N4105,  Nassau,  Bahamas. 
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Caribbean  conundra 

The  present  issue  has  as  its  focus  the 
distribution  and  nesting  of  several 
species  of  birds  in  the  Caribbean, 
from  its  northern  reaches  in  the 
Bahamas,  through  its  middle  reaches 
in  the  Virgin  Islands  and  on  Guade- 
loupe, to  its  southernmost  islands 
just  off  the  coast  of  Venezuela.  The 
disposition  of  bird  records  for  these 
areas  is  very  different  than  that  for 
the  intensely  birded  areas  of  the 
North  American  mainland:  a lack  of 
records  of  species  “x”  for  a Caribbean 
island  might  indicate  a dearth  of 
birding  coverage  rather  than  an 
absence  of  that  species.  Thus,  while 
one  might  go  an  entire  birding  life- 
time and  never  see  a Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  or  a Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher in  New  York  state  (see  the 
previous  issue,  whose  focus  was 
“Bird  vagrancy  in  the  East”),  it  could 
easily  be  the  case  that  a first  record  of 
Philadelphia  Vireo  for  the  southern 
Caribbean  islands  provides  only  the 
first  indication  that  the  species  is  per- 
haps annual,  if  rare,  in  the  region — 
indeed,  a junket  of  less  than  a week 
on  a Caribbean  island  might  add  sev- 
eral species  to  its  avifaunal  archives 
(see  the  articles  in  this  issue)! 

This  unevenness  in  demograph- 
ics— in  the  distribution  of  birders 
rather  than  birds — has  bedeviled  this 
journal  for  more  than  half  a century, 
as  it  complicates  editorial  attempts  to 
summarize  the  relative  abundance 
and  distribution  of  birds  in  sparsely 
birded  areas.  It  was  only  very 
recently,  for  instance,  that  regional 
editors  began  getting  sophisticated 
birding  reports  from  enormous  areas 


of  the  50  U.  S.  states,  and  this  journal 
still  lacks  coverage  from  much  of 
Arctic  Canada  (Nunavut  and  North- 
west Territories),  which  thankfully  is 
canvassed  by  our  friends  at  Birders 
Journal.  When  the  regional  reports 
for  the  Baja  California  Peninsula, 
Mexico,  and  Central  America  began 
appearing  (2001),  we  received  many 
messages  on  their  specific  contents: 
“Hey,  that  species  isn’t  so  rare  at  that 
location;  I’ve  seen  it  there  several 
times  in  the  past,”  and  so  forth.  But 
if  one  looks  back  only  a decade  or 
two  (to  Audubon  Field  Notes  and 
American  Birds ) at  regions  whose 
reports  are  now  models  of  ornitho- 
logical journalism,  one  sees  that 
every  region  had  a very  humble 
beginning,  with  only  a handful  of 
contributors  commenting  on  what 
were  probably,  by  modern  standards, 
not  terribly  unusual  bird  phenom- 
ena. The  point  to  keep  in  mind, 
however,  is  that  no  organized  set  of 
reports  had  previously  attempted  to 
countenance  distribution  of  many  of 
these  species  in  these  areas.  As  the 
density  and  acumen  of  birders  in 
each  region  increase,  so  the  refine- 
ment in  statements  about  bird  distri- 
bution has  increased,  rapidly,  over 
the  years. 

To  those  who  might  see  in  our 
tropical  regions’  reports  and  articles 
some  deficiency  (“hey,  I’ve  seen  that 
there  before”),  we  challenge  you  to 
contribute  bird  records — past,  pres- 
ent, and  future — to  the  regional  edi- 
tors for  this  journal  and  to  the 
records  committees  that  have  begun 
to  form  in  Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean.  The  continual  refining  of 


editors’  discernment  in  those  regions 
depends  heavily  on  the  contributions 
of  people  who  visit  these  areas,  most 
of  which  have  few  or  no  resident 
birders  or  ornithologists.  Birds’  dis- 
tributions can,  of  course,  change  rap- 
idly in  tropical  areas,  especially 
where  “development”  pressures  are 
tremendous,  and  the  species  that  is 
common  one  day  may  be  extirpated 
the  next — literally.  And  so  reporting 
on  what  appear  to  be  “common” 
species  is  all  the  more  indispensable 
here.  Our  contribution  to  the  history 
of  ornithology  in  the  Caribbean,  as  at 
home,  begins  with  forwarding  our 
notes  to  the  appropriate  editor  or 
committee. 

In  some  cases,  such  documenta- 
tion can  go  beyond  issues  of  bird  dis- 
tribution and  even  provide  insight 
into  tangled  taxonomic  matters,  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the 
Caribbean.  This  issue’s  article  by 
Floyd  E.  Hayes  on  the  riddle  of 
“Cayenne  Terns”  nesting  among  typ- 
ical (and  apparent  intergrade)  Sand- 
wich Terns  in  the  Virgin  Islands  is  a 
perfect  example  of  how  a practiced 
eye  can  open  questions  not  just  on 
distribution  but  on  the  very  taxo- 
nomic placement  of  birds  in  these 
areas.  This  journal  welcomes  papers, 
however  preliminary,  on  conundra 
such  as  this  one. 

American  Ornithologists'  Union: 
the  latest 

Those  who  keep  abreast  of  matters 
systematic  will  have  noticed  that  the 
latest  Supplement  to  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union’s  Check-list 
(<http://www.aou. org>y  rearranges 
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many  of  the  orderings  of  bird  families 
we’ve  become  accustomed  to  over  the 
years.  Loons  and  grebes  no  longer 
lead  the  pack:  now  whistling-ducks, 
geese,  swans,  and  ducks  are  the  first, 
followed  by  Plain  Chachalaca, 
Chukar,  and  other  members  of  the 
order  Galliformes.  After  that,  the  list 
is  similar  to  the  old  order,  although 
the  vultures  and  California  Condor 
are  now  classed  with  (listed  just 
after)  the  storks  in  Ciconiiformes. 

We  have  discussed  reordering  the 
regional  reports  in  mid-volume  to 
conform  with  these  changes  and  have 
opted  for  now  to  continue  with  the 
order  of  the  main  Check-list  as  pub- 
lished in  1998,  until  a new  and 
authoritative  Check-list  is  published 
by  the  A.O.U.  We  anticipate  many 
more  re-orderings  between  now  and 
such  time,  based  on  recent  research 
from  several  branches  of  ornithology, 
and  some  of  these  will  probably  be  in 
keeping  with  the  “radical”  changes 
proposed  by  Charles  Sibley  and  Burt 
Monroe  in  their  Distribution  and  tax- 
onomy of  birds  of  the  world  (1990.  Yale 
University  Press,  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut). While  we’ll  maintain  the 
old  order  for  a while  in  this  journal, 
we  continue  to  update  the  English 
common  names  and  scientific  names 
per  the  annual  Supplements  pub- 
lished in  the  Auk  and  on-line.  So 
swallow  hard  and  start  calling  Rock 
Doves  “Rock  Pigeons” — and  don’t 
forget  the  modifier  “American”  every 
time  you  call  a Three-toed  Wood- 
pecker (which  is  now  split  from  its 
Eurasian  counterpart),  should  you  be 
so  fortunate. 

Birding  in  the  United  States: 
one  in  five? 

In  October  2003,  a report  by  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  found  that 
46  million  birdwatchers  across  the 
United  States  spent  $32  billion  in 
2001  on  “birdwatching”  activities 
and  products,  spending  that  gener- 
ated $85  billion  in  economic  output 
and  $13  billion  in  taxes — and  sup- 
ported 863,000  jobs.  The  report, 
entitled  Birding  in  the  United  States:  A 
Demographic  and  Economic  Analysis 
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(<http://federalaid.fws.gov>),  ana- 
lyzed data  from  the  2001  National 
Survey  of  Fishing,  Hunting,  and 
Wildlife-Associated  Recreation. 

Press  releases  celebrated  the  good 
news:  “Nearly  one  in  five  Americans 
is  a bird  watcher,”  remarked  Service 
Director  Steve  Williams.  “This  report 
recognizes  what  we  always  thought 
to  be  true.  Birdwatching  is  very  pop- 
ular and  contributes  greatly  to  our 
economy,  so  it  is  important  that  we 
continue  to  work  with  our  partners 
to  restore  and  protect  habitat  to 
ensure  healthy  bird  populations.” 

Does  anyone  else  stagger  and  reel 
on  reading  such  figures  and  procla- 
mations? If  20%  of  people  in  the 
United  States  are  “birdwatchers”  all 
of  a sudden,  then  why  do  North 
American  Birds  subscribers  number 
fewer  than  one  in  10,000  U.  S.  bird- 
ers? The  simple  answer  is  that  peo- 
ple interested  in  birds  are  in  fact  not 
self-identified  as  birders  and  not 
especially  interested  in  bird  distribu- 
tion. It  will  be  interesting  to  see,  in 
coming  decades,  whether  “birding” 
(the  report’s  title)  in  the  United  States 
and  in  North  America  generally  takes 
a turn  toward  increased  avidity  and 
intellectual  engagement,  as  in  west- 
ern Europe,  or  whether  birding 
becomes  “packaged”  more  in  keeping 
with  the  U.S.  cultural  axes  of  enter- 
tainment, consumption,  and  compe- 
tition. The  fate  and  future  of  this 
journal  probably  rest  with  a tiny  per- 
centage of  the  46  million  (!)  people 
who  move  beyond  a sense  of  birds  as 
a momentary  diversion  and  pleasure. 
If  you  have  a family  member,  a 
friend,  or  a neighbor  who  falls  into 
such  a category — and  the  report  Bird- 
ing in  the  United  States  suggests  that 
you  certainly  must — please  do  con- 
sider giving  that  person  a gift  sub- 
scription to  North  American  Birds  at 
some  point.  The  core  of  subscribers 
to  this  journal  has  some  ability  to 
influence  the  course  that  birding 
takes  in  North  America  and  beyond, 
and  we  should  encourage  at  least  a 
few  of  those  45,994,500  people  to  get 
excited  about  birds  in  a more  active 
and  cosmopolitan  way.  @ 


STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS 
USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 

Abbreviations  used  in  place  names 

In  most  regions,  place  names  given  in  italic  type 
are  counties.  Other  abbreviations: 


A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

CB.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

Hwy 

Highway 

1. 

Island  or  Isle 

Is. 

Islands  or  Isles 

Jet. 

Junction 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mi 

mile  (s) 

Mt. 

Mountain  or  Mount 

Mts. 

Mountains 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

Ref. 

Refuge 

Res. 

Reservoir  (not  Reservation) 

S.P. 

State  Park 

Twp. 

Township 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)  Water  Treatment 
Pond(s)  or  Plant 

Other  abbreviations  and 
symbols  referring  to  birds  and 

records 


acc. 

ad.  (ads.) 
imm.  (imms.) 
juv.  (juvs.) 
p.a. 
ph. 

sp.  (spp.) 
subad.  (subads.) 
tape 

vt. 

t 


* 


accepted  record 

adult(s) 

immature  (s) 

juvenal;  juvenile(s) 

pending  acceptance 

photographed 

species  (plural) 

subadult(s) 

audio  tape-recorded 

videotaped 

written  details  were 

submitted  for  a sighting 

a specimen  was  collected 
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The  Changing  Seasons: 

The  Summer  in  Brief 


Edward  S.  Brinkley 

9 Randolph  Avenue 
Cape  Charles,  Virginia  23310 


This  essay  will  be  shorter  than 
usual,  in  order  to  make  room  for 
the  expanded  contents  of  this  spe- 
cial issue  on  Caribbean  birds.  Most  of 
the  regional  reports  from  June  and  July 
2003  largely  affirm  and  expand  upon 
themes  from  the  spring  seasons  essay: 
late  migrants  continued  to  linger  south 
well  into  June  (flycatchers,  thrushes,  cer- 
tain warblers),  doves  (Bermuda  got  its 
first  White-winged)  and  other  expanding 
or  overshooting  southern  species  contin- 
ued to  be  detected  well  north  of  their 
usual  ranges  (Brown  Pelican,  southern 
waders.  Painted  Bunting),  and  a handful 
of  northern  species  stayed  south  to  over- 
summer (eiders  and  other  seafowl, 
loons).  All  in  all,  the  season  was  without 
dominant,  unusual,  or  obvious  trends,  as 
is  often  the  case,  but  the  relative  quiet  of 
these  months  permits  reflection  on  minor 
themes  that  do  arise. 

The  weather  in  June  continued  May’s 
pattern:  the  cool,  wet  La  Nina  in  the  East 
and  eastern  Midwest  persisted  well  into 
months  end  and  tapered  off  only  in  early 
July,  bringing  warmer,  much  drier  weather 
east  of  the  Great  Plains,  while  warm,  very 
dry  weather  remained  the  norm  in  the 
West,  almost  everywhere,  well  into 
Alaska,  where  Thede  Tobish  called  it  “a 
strong,  high-pressure-filled,  glorious  sum- 
mer.” Worldwide,  2003  had  the  third 
warmest  northern-hemisphere  on  record 
in  150  years;  in  North  America,  this  was 
experienced  mostly  in  the  West.  Probably 
as  a result  of  these  conditions  (and  the 
early,  warm  spring)  in  Alaska,  observers 
noted  breeding  conditions  and  timing 
there  to  be  10-14  days  ahead  of  long-term 
averages.  The  mild  Arctic  summer  was 
generally  credited  with  good  nesting  suc- 
cess for  Brant  and  other  geese  and  for 
high-latitude  shorcbirds,  for  which  there 
were  several  record-early  “fall”  arrivals  of 


juveniles  (e.g..  Least  Sandpiper  in  south- 
ern Ontario  on  7 July).  On  the  Atlantic 
coast,  by  contrast,  easterly  winds  and 
storms  in  June  reduced  nesting  success  in 
colonial  and  beach  nesters  from  New  York 
to  Virginia,  and  the  cooler,  wetter  weather 
negatively  impacted  early  nesters,  such  as 
raptors  and  swallows,  from  the  eastern 
Great  Lakes  eastward,  but  may  have  bene- 
fited many  marsh-  and  field-nesting 
species.  Tropical  systems  were  few: 
Claudette  in  Texas  and  Bill  in  Louisiana 
entrained  a few  seabirds,  but  these  storms’ 
fallouts  were  modest,  other  than  several 
large  counts  of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  in 
Texas. 

East/west 

Alaska’s  many  Siberian  birds  in  June — 
multiple  Red-breasted,  Gray-spotted,  and 
Siberian  Flycatchers  among  them — and 
the  Alpine  Swift  on  Guadeloupe  21  June 
and  later  are  reminders  that  the  supposed 
June  doldrums  are  deceptive.  Less  dra- 
matic examples  of  vagrancy  within  the 
continent,  such  as  New  Brunswick’s  first 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  on  Machias 
Seal  Island  28  June,  underscore  several 
points  made  in  the  lead  article  of  the  last 
issue,  among  them  that  certain 
“vagrants,”  especially  those  that  appear 
in  summer,  fail  to  fit  established  patterns 
for  the  given  species  but  may  reflect  a 
general  tendency  of  failed  breeders  or 
pre-breeders  to  wander  widely  at  this  sea- 
son (Buckley  and  Mitra  2003).  A West- 
ern Tanager  on  that  same  Machias  Seal 
Island  21  July,  however,  was  the  only 
other  exemplary  western  bird  east! 

In  the  West,  where  eastern  birds  can 
be  legion  in  the  month  of  June,  “slim 
summer  lists”  of  eastern  birds  came  from 
most  California  compilers,  although 
there  were  several  remarkable  records, 
including  rare  nestings.  An  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  ( singing , mercifully)  was  at 
Sacramento  22  June,  a sixth  for  the  Mid- 
dle Pacific  Coast  region,  while  a Least 
Flycatcher  near  Chester,  California  24-25 
June  was  probably  also  a late  lingering 
spring  vagrant.  A Least  Flycatcher  in 
Humboldt  County  2 July  was  found  nest- 
ing, only  the  second  such  record  for  the 


state.  While  these  records  may  give  us 
pleasure  as  hunters  of  the  uncommon,  it’s 
worthwhile  repeating  here  how  impor- 
tant it  is  to  follow  up  on  reports  of  late- 
spring  vagrants,  as  many  of  them  could 
be  potential  pioneer  settlers — especially 
to  states  such  as  California,  where 
“vagrants”  sometimes  arrive  by  the 
bushel  in  late  spring.  Gray  Catbird,  for 
instance,  normally  shows  up  in  Califor- 
nia in  autumn,  but  this  late  spring  saw 
four  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and 
the  species  does  nest  in  Oregon.  Con- 
firming a new  nesting  species  for  a state 
or  province  (or  country — see  the  articles 
in  this  issue)  is  surely  as  thrilling  as  find- 
ing a new  species  overall,  yes? 

Eastern  species  west  were  otherwise 
few  and  far  between,  at  least  in  compari- 
son to  more  fecund  years.  Washington 
had  its  fourth  summer-season  record  of 
Myrtle  Warbler,  with  another  in  Oregon, 
but  these  were  seen  in  early  June  only.  A 
singing  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
near  Vantage,  Washington  14  June  was 
more  remarkable,  only  a second  for  the  j 
state.  For  the  first  time  in  almost  a quar- 
ter century,  American  Redstarts — fre- 
quent spring  visitors  out  West — nested  in 
Arizona,  with  a pair  and  young  seen  from 
late  June  through  mid-August  at  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Little  Colorado  River, 
near  Eagar.  In  New  Mexico,  a Wood 
Thrush  in  Frijoles  Canyon  19  July  was 
the  first  July  record  for  that  state,  and  one 
at  Boise,  Idaho  6 June  would  represent  a 
first  record  for  that  state. 

Overshooters — some  stay; 
some  nest;  some  transgress 

Most  tundra-nesting  species  that  linger  in 
the  Lower  48  well  into  summer  are  prob- 
ably pre-breeders,  injured  or  ailing  birds, 
or  just,  for  whatever  reason,  taking  the 
breeding  season  off.  Pacific  Loons  in 
Tennessee  (road-killed).  North  Carolina, 
and  Montana  were  not  prospecting  new 
nesting  areas,  nor  were  the  Common 
Eider  in  Michigan,  King  Eider  in  New 
York,  or  Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Missouri. 
Southern  species  found  well  north  of 
breeding  range,  however,  are  usually 
associable  with  familiar  patterns  of  “over- 
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shooting”  or  “expansion”  of  some  sort, 
and  some  of  these  may  well  be  consid- 
ered prospectors  to  potential  new  nesting 
areas,  even  unlikely  long-distance  over- 
shooters such  as  Alaska’s  Northern 
Mockingbird  and  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher, which  have  nested  exceptionally 
as  far  north  as  Labrador  City,  Newfound- 
land & Labrador,  and  Wells,  Maine, 
respectively. 

Brown  Pelican  is  a species  that  has 
defied  expectations  for  three  decades,  or 
roughly  a decade  after  the  banning  of 
DDT.  Despite  four  centuries  of  ornitho- 
logical observations  from  coastal  Vir- 
ginia, for  instance,  there  were  no  indica- 
tions of  its  presence,  at  all,  in  that  state 
until  the  twentieth  century;  the  forma- 
tion of  small  nesting  colonies  in  1987  has 
resulted,  within  a decade,  in  counts  of  as 
many  as  1500  nests  per  year.  Nesting  in 
Maryland,  and  attempted  nesting  (“prac- 
tice nesting”)  as  far  north  as  New  Jersey, 
have  quickly  followed.  With  the  recent 
records  of  the  species  from  Alaska,  per- 
haps we  should  not  be  shocked  that  New 
Brunswick  confirmed  its  first  record — in 
the  northern  part  of  that  province — this 
season  and  that  Newfoundland’s  first 
record  also  came  this  year,  with  another 
bird  to  the  south  in  Nova  Scotia,  where 
still  a major  event.  Quebec  also  had  at 
least  one  Brown  Pelican  this  season. 
(Some  eastern  Canadian  records  surely 
involved  the  same  individual.)  With  all 
this  wandering  and  the  attempted  nest- 
ings in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region,  the 
questions  arise:  What  limiting  factors 
might  there  be  in  the  strong  northward 
expansion  of  this  species?  Is  lack  of 
potential  nesting  areas  one  such  limita- 
tion? Could  Brown  Pelican  nest  well  into 
southern  New  England,  if  undisturbed 
sandy  islands  were  available  there?  Are 
there  reasons  to  consider  creation  of  arti- 
ficial spoil-island  habitat  for  this  and 
other  beach-nesting  colonial  waterbirds 
in  the  Northeast,  given  the  intense 
human  pressure  on  mainland  beaches? 
(The  answer,  by  the  way,  is  yes.) 

Southern  ardeids  and  allies  are  like- 
wise prized  in  the  north  country,  and  the 
usual  roamers  (whether  as  spring  over- 
shooters or  post-breeding  wanderers)  are 
lately  joined  out  of  range  by  even  more 
southerly  southerners,  such  as  Roseate 
Spoonbill  and  Reddish  Egret.  This  phe- 
nomenon, like  the  extralimital  appear- 
ances of  Brown  Pelicans  (see  the  fall  2002 
regional  reports),  extends  across  most  of 
the  continent,  although  the  patterns  are 
still  fairly  weak.  In  New  Mexico,  two 
Roseate  Spoonbills  turned  up  12  July  at 
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Bitter  Lake  N.W.R.,  while  in  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  single  spoonbills  were  found  30 
June  and  22  June,  respectively.  Closer  to 
breeding  areas,  two  July  spoonbills  in 
“upstate”  Louisiana  were  thought  to  have 
been  refugees  from  Tropical  Storm  Bill; 
the  same  is  conceivably  true  of  a bird  at 
Noxubee  N.W.R.  in  Mississippi  and  8 
birds  in  Desha  County,  Arkansas,  but 
their  dates  of  discovery  followed  the 
storm’s  passage  by  some  weeks.  We 
should  consider,  too,  that  this  species 
nests  well  to  the  south  of  the  United 
States — a new  colony  was  discovered  this 
season  in  El  Salvador,  for  instance,  a first 
for  that  country — and  that  vagrants  to 
northern  sites  may  well  be  from  Central 
American  populations,  as  with  Wood 
Storks  and  other  waterbirds.  Much  the 
same  could  be  said  of  the  animated  Red- 
dish Egret,  individuals  of  which  turned 
up  in  Virginia  (its  first,  20  June),  Kansas 
(first,  21  June),  Maryland  (first,  23  June), 
New  Mexico  (first  documented,  28  June), 
Rhode  Island  (first,  5 July+),  and  Massa- 
chusetts (fourth,  20  July).  (The  Vir- 
ginia/Maryland and  Rhode  Island/Massa- 
chusetts birds  were  reportedly  of  differ- 
ent ages,  but  probably  no  more  than  two 
birds  were  involved  in  these  four 
records.)  Two  Reddish  Egrets  at  Green 
Turtle  Cay  in  the  Bahamas  were  north  of 
the  species’  range — 21  June,  in  the  same 
week  as  other  records. 

Those  waterbirds  known  to  be  in 
decline  in  most  parts  of  range  tend  not  to 
produce  records  out  of  range,  or  at  least 
fewer  records.  A Wilson’s  Plover  at 
Mecox  Bay,  Long  Island,  New  York  7-8 
June  and  another  in  Massachusetts  at 
Crane’s  Beach,  Ipswich  6 June  were  pos- 
sibly Virginia  breeders  whose  nests  had 
been  overwashed  in  the  easterly  gales  of 
the  earlier  part  of  that  week.  Such  birds 
are  not  likely  to  find  appropriate  nest 
sites  to  the  north  of  the  Delmarva,  where 
the  species  has  been  extirpated  at  the 
northern  end  of  its  breeding  range  (New 
Jersey)  for  four  decades. 

Wandering  birds  from  the  south  do, 
sometimes,  put  down  roots.  California 
enjoyed  it  first  nesting  of  Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  at  Calipatria  this  year  (following  a 
large  fall  flight  in  2002),  while  Louisiana 
had  its  first  nesting  of  Gray  Kingbird  at 
New  Orleans.  (Another  Gray  Kingbird 
was  noted,  much  farther  out  of  range,  in 
Ontario  in  late  July,  a mid-summer  record 
for  which  there  is  precedent  [see  Armis- 
tead  and  Iliff  2003].)  What  other  species 
might  we  watch  carefully  for  signs  of 
breeding?  Will  tongues  cluck  and  wag  if 
I suggest  Green  Violet-ear?  In  addition  to 


the  wayward  individual  that  spent  the 
entire  summer  in  West  Virginia,  only  a 
few  meters  from  Maryland,  the  two  vio- 
let-ears found  in  spring  near  Johnson 
City,  Texas  stayed  through  most  of  July,  as 
did  two  more  in  Texas  together  near  Gar- 
ner State  Park  and  another  in  the  Davis 
Mountains  of  that  state  (perhaps  the  best 
potential  breeding  habitat?)  in  early  July. 
These  birds,  like  the  ground-doves,  were 
long-stayers  that  could  easily  set  up  shop 
in  Texas;  Green  Violet-ear  nests  as  far 
north  as  San  Luis  Potosi  state  in  Mexico, 
which  is  just  south  of  Tamaulipas.  Other 
southerly  montane  nesters  out  of  known 
nesting  range  in  the  United  States 
included  Painted  Redstarts  in  the  Davis 
Mountains  (three  birds)  and  in  Kansas 
(!)  and  an  Elegant  Trogon  in  Texas’s 
Chisos  Mountains.  A Yellow  Grosbeak 
reported  in  the  same  state  at  Big  Bend 
will  be  scrutinized  for  possible  signs  of 
captivity.  Finally,  scattered  sightings  of 
long-staying  Zone-tailed  Hawks  from 
southwestern  Utah,  from  Monterey 
County,  California,  and  from  Playa  del 
Carmen,  Quintana  Roo,  Mexico  should 
be  monitored — only  one  more  bird  (of 
the  opposite  sex)  is  needed  for  a local 
breeding  record. 

Wide-wandering  individuals  some- 
times find  themselves  inclined  to  nest  but 
in  a situation  of  mate  scarcity,  and  so  they 
pair  with  the  next-best  thing.  The  situa- 
tion in  southern  Arizona  with  Berylline 
Hummingbirds  and  Flame-colored  Tan- 
agers  continues  to  be  difficult  in  this 
regard,  as  hopeful  observers  often  report 
“pure”  individuals  (rarely  documented  or 
photographed)  of  both,  but  local 
ornithologists  and  birders  tend  to  find 
hybrids  or  backcrosses  more  often.  Nev- 
ertheless, a pure  pair  of  Flame-colored 
Tanagers  stayed  the  season  in  Madera 
Canyon,  and  a male  was  in  Miller 
Canyon  again  this  year,  with  at  least  four 
apparent  hybrids  reported  from  Rucker, 
Madera,  and  Carr  Canyons  through  the 
summer.  Extralimital  wandering  in 
Glossy  Ibis  (two  in  Southern  California 
this  summer)  continued  to  result  in 
apparent  hybrids  with  White-faced  Ibis 
in  the  Salt  Plains  of  Oklahoma  this  sea- 
son, where  up  to  three  apparent  hybrids 
were  documented  (cf.  Arterburn  and 
Grzybowski  2003). 

Some  hybrid  combinations  are  fairly 
well  known  and  expected — such  as 
Lazuli  x Indigo  Bunting  (in  Manitoba)  or 
Cinnamon  x Blue-winged  Teal  (in  Alberta 
this  season) — whereas  others  are  rather 
novel.  Despite  a fairly  broad  overlap  of 
range  in  the  center  of  the  continent,  East- 
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ern  and  Western  Kingbirds  had  been  doc- 
umented nesting  together  only  once  or 
twice  in  Michigan  and  less  certainly  in 
Nebraska,  Indiana,  and  Ohio.  In  Mary- 
land, a Western  Kingbird  returning  to 
Fort  McHenry  in  Baltimore  shared  nest 
duties  with  an  Eastern  Kingbird  for  the 
summer,  raising  young  through  the  end 
of  July.  The  young  birds,  however, 
showed  no  outward  sign  of  Western 
Kingbird  genes;  all  appeared  to  be  typical 
Eastern  Kingbirds.  Day  and  Iliff  attribute 
this  outcome  to  the  “swinging”  habits  of 
kingbirds,  in  which  extra-pair  copula- 
tions are  hardly  uncommon  (see  the  Mid- 
dle Atlantic  regional  report  for  full 
details).  Such  a pairing  can  certainly  be 
called  extralimital  “nesting,”  even  if 
interspecific  gene  exchange  has  not 
occurred. 

Interbreeding  between  distinct  sub- 
species— which  this  journal  does  not 
normally  term  “hybridization”  (see  this 
issue’s  article  on  Cayenne  Terns  nesting 
with  Sandwich  Terns) — results  in  fasci- 
nating but  often  very  difficult-to-charac- 
terize  individuals,  such  that  regional  edi- 
tors refer  to  “flickers  displaying  pheno- 
typic characteristics  of  Yellow-shafteds,” 
rather  than  simply  to  vagrant  “Yellow- 
shafted  Flickers,”  across  wide  areas  of  the 
West.  The  hybrid  warbler  from  New  Jer- 
sey pictured  in  the  Pictorial  Highlights 
poses  a similar  difficulty:  hybrids  some- 
times display  a plumage  with  characters 
not  consonant  with  either  parent.  Sev- 
eral possible  parents  for  this  bird  have 
been  suggested,  among  them  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler,  Northern  Parula,  Mag- 
nolia Warbler,  and  Yellow-rumped  War- 
bler. (This  individual  appears  to  be  the 
same  one  reported  in  2002,  perhaps  pre- 
maturely, as  a “Sutton’s  Warbler,”  which 
is  thought  to  be  the  hybrid  of  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  and  Northern  Parula.) 
In  the  area  under  consideration,  Stokes 
State  Forest  in  northwestern  New  Jersey, 
none  of  the  postulated  parent  species  is 
numerous  as  a nester,  and  in  my  limited 
experience  there  (as  a participant  in  the 
World  Series  of  Birding),  1 would  not 
expect  breeding  from  any  of  the  four  at 
that  corner  of  Grau  and  Skellinger  Roads! 
So  perhaps  here  is  a case  of  multiple  mate 
scarcity.  The  product,  whatever  the 
parentage,  is  a very  fetching  bird,  most 
worthy  of  documentation. 

Seabirds 

The  Pacific  Ocean  in  this  journal’s  area  of 
coverage  stretches  from  the  Bering  Sea 
south  to  the  Eastern  Tropical  Pacific  off 
southern  Central  America;  we  also  cover 


waters  around  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  In 
this  vast  expanse,  we  expect  the  unex- 
pected. Perhaps  few  expected,  though,  a 
Townsend’s  Shearwater  in  the  waters  over 
Swiftsure  Bank,  west  of  the  U.S./Cana- 
dian border;  this  Endangered  species  is 
not  known  north  of  Baja  California  Sur. 
Much  farther  to  the  southwest,  pelagic 
coverage  around  Hawaii  has  improved  in 
recent  years,  and  three  Buller’s  Shearwa- 
ters, rare  here,  were  documented  there 
this  season,  along  with  record-high 
counts  of  nesting  Bulwer’s  Petrels. 

On  the  continent’s  other  side,  Yellow- 
nosed Albatrosses  are  lately  turning  up 
everywhere  except  in  my  backyard,  with 
good  reports  this  season  from  Florida 
(two)  and  Massachusetts — and  watch  for 
an  exciting  report  of  one  in  Texas  waters 
in  September!  Following  the  spring 
report  from  Dominica,  a Bulwer’s  Petrel 
turned  up  off  Guadeloupe,  noted  from  a 
seawatch — only  the  third  for  the 
Caribbean,  although  there  are  several 
reports  from  Barbados  waters.  With  most 
vagrant  seabirds,  potential  nesting  well 
out  of  range  seems  unlikely,  and  presum- 
ably these  records  refer  to  migrants  pass- 
ing from  the  Southern  Atlantic  back  to 
nesting  islands  in  the  eastern  North 
Atlantic.  But  as  Bulwer’s  Petrel  does  nest 
at  this  latitude  in  the  eastern  North 
Atlantic,  sparingly  at  many  sites,  might  it 
not  nest  undetected  in  the  Caribbean? 
The  first  Caribbean  record  was  of  a dead 
bird  found  on  Soldado  Rock  off  Trinidad, 
but  this  was  probably  a wrecked  winter- 
ing bird  on  the  edge  of  typical  range 
(ffrench  1963).  Nonetheless,  night-lis- 
tening in  May  at  offshore  seabird  colonies 
in  the  area  might  net  a first  nesting  record 
for  the  New  World.  As  the  lead  article  in 
this  issue  illustrates,  seabirds  are  some  of 
the  least-known  inhabitants  of  the 
Caribbean,  and  there  is  much  to  be 
uncovered  still  (Costa  Rica’s  first  Cory’s 
Shearwater  noted  only  this  year).  Forest 
wardens  at  Dominica,  for  instance,  have 
known  of  local  nesting  of  gadfly  petrels 
(presumably  Black-capped  Petrels!)  for 
some  time  in  their  area  and  can  imitate 
their  calls — yet  these  remain  to  be  veri- 
fied and  documented.  (Anyone  good  at 
rock-climbing?) 

Freshwater  marsh  nesters 
& the  "Green  List" 

For  those  who  have  long  struggled  with 
the  various  classifications  of  birds  whose 
North  American  populations  are  consid- 
ered imperiled,  there  is  reason  to  take 
heart.  The  American  Bird  Conservancy 
(ABC),  using  data  gathered  from  many 
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sources,  in  particular  from  Partners  in 
Flight  (PIF),  has  assembled  a “Green 
Fist”  of  North  American  birds  of  conser- 
vation concern  (Table  1;  <http:// 
abcbirds.org/greenlist. htm>).  In  the 
words  of  the  ABC  website:  “This  is  the 
first  time  that  a single,  consistent  set  of 
criteria  has  been  used  for  all  birds  in  order 
to  produce  a comprehensive  set  of  prior- 
ity species  for  conservation.”  The  three 
categories  (Highest  Continental  Concern; 
Moderately  Abundant  Species  with 
Declines  or  High  Threats;  and  Species 
with  Restricted  Distributions  or  Low  Pop- 
ulation Size)  are  not  as  pithy  as  older  cat- 
egories such  as  “Endangered”  or  “Threat- 
ened,” but  then  these  had  to  be  qualified 
and  clarified  so  often  that  their  usefulness 
was  often  limited  in  any  case.  The  Green 
List  is  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  new  categorizations  validate  our 
own  field  experiences,  I believe,  to  a 
higher  degree  than  past  lists  (although 
the  interactive  “Blue  List”  should  be 
remembered  here  for  its  nuance).  The 
declining  Mountain  Plover,  for  instance, 
which  shamefully  has  no  federal  listing  in 
the  United  States,  is  correctly  listed  as  of 
“Highest  Continental  Concern”  by  the 
ABC.  Henslow’s  Sparrow,  which  figures 
on  several  state  lists  as  “threatened,”  also 
received  the  ranking  of  “Highest  Conti- 
nental Concern,”  which  certainly  accords 
with  our  experiences  of  decline  in  the 
eastern  prairies  and  in  the  Northeast  (see 
the  Hudson-Delaware  report),  although 
the  species  appears  to  be  gaining  ground 
along  the  western  border  of  its  range.  In 
the  near  future,  we  might  see  Common 
Nighthawk  appear  in  one  of  these  cate- 
gories, as  correspondents  to  this  journal 
have  detected  sharp  declines  in  the  Mid- 
west and  Northeast  in  recent  decades. 
Arguably,  this  bird  could  already  be 
included  in  the  second  category. 

With  the  long-term,  massive  decline  in 
freshwater  wetland  acreage  (and  degrada- 
tion of  existing  wetlands)  across  most  of 
the  continent,  species  that  nest  in  such 
habitats  are  often  found  in  very  small 
numbers  (or  are  locally  extirpated)  where 
once  very  common  nesters,  and  some 
dozen  of  the  Green  List’s  birds  are  tied  to 
such  habitats.  I would  like  to  consider 
this  season’s  reports  of  King  and  Black 
Rails,  Common  Moorhen,  American  Bit- 
tern, Black-necked  Stilt,  and  Sandhill 
Crane  in  the  context  of  the  new  list. 

Of  these  species,  only  the  rails  are 
included  on  the  Green  List,  and  both  are 
of  “Highest  Continental  Concern.”  King 
Rails  received  little  comment  from  their 
core  range  (southeastern  states)  but  were 
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TABLE  1 . AMERICAN  BIRD  CONSERVANCY  GREEN  LIST  (DECEMBER  2003).  1 

HIGHEST  CONTINENTAL  CONCERN 

Brant 

Grace's  Warbler 

Heermann'sGull 

Short-tailed  Albatross 

American  Black  Duck 

Prairie  Warbler 

Yellow-footed  Gull 

Bermuda  Petrel  t 

Black  Scoter 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

Red-legged  Kittiwake 

Black-capped  Petrel 

Swallow-tailed  Kite 

Cerulean  Warbler 

Elegant  Tern 

Pink-footed  Shearwater 

Swainson's  Hawk 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

Aleutian  Tern 

Ashy  Storm-Petrel 

Greater  Sage-Grouse 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

Bridled  Tern 

California  Condor  t 

Blue  Grouse 

Kentucky  Warbler 

Kittlitz's  Murrelet 

Steller's  Eider* 

Greater  Prairie-Chicken  H 

Canada  Warbler 

Ancient  Murrelet 

Spectacled  Eider* 

Scaled  Quail 

Brewer's  Sparrow 

Whiskered  Auklet 

Gunnison  Sage-Grouse 

American  Golden-Plover 

Baird's  Sparrow 

Flammulated  Owl 

Lesser  Prairie-Chicken 

American  Avocet 

Harris'  Sparrow 

Elf  Owl 

Yellow  Rail 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

Varied  Bunting 

is 

Spotted  Owl  § 

Black  Rail 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

Painted  Bunting 

Antillean  Nighthawk 

King  Rail 

Upland  Sandpiper 

Dickcissel 

Black  Swift 

Whooping  Crane  t 

Whimbrel 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Costa's  Hummingbird 

Snowy  Plover  § 

Marbled  Godwit 

Calliope  Hummingbird 

Piping  Plover  t 

Sanderling 

SPECIES  WITH  RESTRICTED 
DISTRIBUTIONS  AND  LOW 

Allen's  Hummingbird 

Mountain  Plover 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

POPULATION  SIZE 

Lewis's  Woodpecker 

Eskimo  Curlew  t 

— 

Western  Sandpiper 

Yellow-billed  Loon 

Nuttall's  Woodpecker 

Long-billed  Curlew 

Dunlin 

Clark's  Grebe 

Arizona  Woodpecker 

Marbled  Murrelet  § 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

Laysan  Albatross 

White-headed  Woodpecker 

Xantus's  Murrelet 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

Black-footed  Albatross 

Thick-billed  Kingbird 

Craveri's  Murrelet 

Wilson's  Snipe 

Cory's  Shearwater 

Gray  Vireo 

Thick-billed  Parrot 

American  Woodcock 

Flesh-footed  Shearwater 

Yellow-billed  Magpie 

Red-cockaded  Woodpecker! 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

Buller's  Shearwater 

California  Gnatcatcherf 

Ivory-billed  Woodpecker! 

Red  Phalarope 

Manx  Shearwater 

Black-capped  Gnatcatcher 

Black-capped  Vireo  ! 

Gull-billed  Tern 

Black-vented  Shearwater 

Wrentit 

Florida  Scrub-Jay! 

Roseate  Tern  H 

Black  Storm-Petrel 

Bendire's  Thrasher 

Island  Scrub-Jay 

Least  Tern  H 

Least  Storm-Petrel 

California  Thrasher 

Bicknell's  Thrush 

Black  Skimmer 

Red-faced  Cormorant 

Le  Conte's  Thrasher 

Bachman's  Warbler! 

Razorbill 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

Pigeon  Guillemot 

Reddish  Egret 

Virginia's  Warbler 

Colima  Warbler 

White-crowned  Pigeon 

Emperor  Goose 

Lucy's  Warbler 

Golden-cheeked  Warbler! 

Band-tailed  Pigeon 

Mottled  Duck 

Hermit  Warbler 

Kirtland's  Warbler! 

Mangrove  Cuckoo 

Harlequin  Duck 

Swainson's  Warbler 

Bachman's  Sparrow 

Short-eared  Owl 

Mountain  Quail 

Red-faced  Warbler 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

White-throated  Swift 

Montezuma  Quail 

Abert's  Towhee 

Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

Rufous  Hummingbird 

Pacific  Golden-Plover 

Rufous-winged  Sparrow 

Tricolored  Blackbird 

Elegant  Trogon 

Wilson's  Plover 

Five-striped  Sparrow 

MODERATELY  ABUNDANT  SPECIES 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

American  Oystercatcher 

Black-chinned  Sparrow 

WITH  DECLINES  OR  HIGH  THREATS 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

Black  Oystercatcher 

Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

Horned  Grebe 

Willow  Flycatcher  H 

Bristle-thighed  Curlew 

Seaside  Sparrow  H 

Greater  Shearwater 

Bell's  Vireo  H 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

McCown's  Longspur 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

Pinyon  Jay 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

McKay's  Bunting 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

Oak  Titmouse 

Black  Turnstone 

Audubon's  Oriole 

Brandt's  Cormorant 

Brown-headed  Nuthatch 

Surfbird 

Black  Rosy-Finch 

Pelagic  Cormorant 

Wood  Thrush 

Red  Knot 

Brown-capped  Rosy-Finch 

Little  Blue  Heron 

Sprague's  Pipit 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

Lawrence's  Goldfinch 

Cross-referencing  key  to  U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  listings:  t = all  populations  endangered 

* = all  populations  Threatened  f = local  populations  or  subspecies  endangered 

§ = local  populations  or  subspecies  Threatened 
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noted  to  have  bred  successfully  in  Mis- 
souri and  in  Indiana,  at  two  sites  each, 

I and  outlying  birds  were  reported  from  far 
western  Texas  and  central  Veracruz,  Mex- 
ico. Black  Rails  away  from  coastal  areas 
were  reported  from  Ohio,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  New  Mexico,  as  well  as  along 
the  Rio  San  Telnto  on  the  Baja  California 

I peninsula,  in  keeping  with  recent  reports 
out  of  known  range.  Considering  the 
massive  number  of  field-hours  repre- 
sented in  the  33  regional  reports  herein, 
these  few  reports  of  Black  and  King  Rail 
seem  to  indicate  genuine  scarcity  in  areas 
where  breeding  habitat  is  now  limited  or 
absent.  A forthcoming  paper  on  the 
apparent  decline  of  Black  Rail  in  North 
America,  by  former  regional  editor  Henry 
T.  Armistead,  is  well  underway.  If  you 
have  unpublished  or  interesting  data  on 
this  species  from  your  state,  contact  him 
at  harryarmistead@yahoo.com. 

Common  Moorhen  is  a species  that,  so 
it  seems  to  me,  gets  overlooked  by  con- 
servation workers,  perhaps  because  it  is 
relatively  common  and  conspicuous  in 
the  southern  parts  of  its  range.  But  if 
this  journal’s  reports  are  any  indication, 
this  species  too  is  declining  over  large 
areas.  Only  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  were 
moorhens  called  “more  widespread  than 
normal,”  with  reports  from  14  sites 
(nesting  confirmed  at  three).  Elsewhere, 
there  were  a few  broods  in  Missouri,  one 
brood  each  in  Iowa,  Kentucky,  and 
northern  Minnesota,  and  three  individu- 
als in  Utah  and  one  in  Nevada.  The 
species  was  called  “disturbingly  scarce” 
along  the  southern  Lake  Ontario  shore, 
while  in  downstate  New  York,  they 
appear  to  be  “quietly  disappearing.” 

I One  out-of-range  individual  was 
reported — from  Pueblo  West,  Colorado 
in  June,  that  state’s  tenth.  Although  the 
species  is  far  more  widespread  and 
numerous  than  are  Black  and  King  Rails 
in  most  of  North  America,  Common 

8 Moorhen  bears  watching. 

American  Bittern  is  another  borderline 
species  usually  said  to  be  declining 
through  much  of  the  southern  ends  of  its 
range.  This  seasons  reports  include  a 
juvenile  captured  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.  on 
the  coast  of  Texas  (first  local  breeding  in 
over  60  years),  one  near  Sabine  Woods, 
also  in  coastal  Texas,  and  another  in  El 
Paso  County,  far  western  Texas,  a first 
local  summer  record.  The  counties  of 
Santa  Cruz  and  Sonoma  in  California  also 
had  rare  summering  bitterns.  Counts 
from  upstate  New  York  peaked  at  nine  in 
a morning,  a respectable  total.  The  past 
two  fall  migration  seasons  have  shown, 


perhaps,  a slight  increase  in  sightings  of 
migrant  and  wintering  American  Bit- 
terns, and  so  it  may  be  that  populations 
are  stable  or  recovering,  rather  than  con- 
tinuing to  decline.  A lack  of  good  data, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  retiring  marsh 
dwellers,  clouds  our  understanding  of  its 
inter-annual  status.  Nevertheless,  I 
would  love  to  see  this  species,  along  with 
Black  Tern,  American  Coot,  and  perhaps 
Common  Moorhen,  considered  for  inclu- 
sion in  the  “Moderately  Abundant 
Species  with  Declines  or  High  Threats” 
category. 

By  contrast,  both  Black-necked  Stilt 
and  Sandhill  Crane  have  shown  clear 
signs  of  breeding-range  expansion  and  a 
consolidation  of  recent  gains.  The  stilt 
was  again  numerous  in  Alberta,  with  up 
to  21  birds  in  neighboring  Saskatchewan 
(see  Gratto-Trevor  2001),  and  in  eastern 
Canada,  a vagrant  reached  Wolfville, 
Nova  Scotia,  where  it  remained  for 
almost  two  weeks.  Michigan’s  third 
record  of  the  species  was  comprised  of 
two  nesting  pairs,  each  with  four  fledged 
young!  Farther  south,  Kentucky  noted 
multiple  extralimital  birds,  but,  as  co-edi- 
tors Sloan  and  Palmer-Ball  indicate,  high 
counts  from  western  Tennessee — of  up  to 
182  birds — may  make  these  wanderers 
“the  norm”  in  years  to  come.  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  found  nesting  in  new  areas 
in  both  Missouri  and  Iowa,  and  a pair 
nesting  in  upstate  New  York  at  Savannah 
was  that  states  long-awaited  first.  The 
Temiscamingue  region  of  Quebec  again 
had  nesting  birds,  and  both  New  York 
and  Quebec  had  singles  or  pairs  over- 
summering at  widely  scattered  locations, 
as  did  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Rhode  Island.  Maine  had  nesting 
cranes  again  this  year;  its  first  nests  were 
documented  only  in  2000  (Melvin  2002). 
South  Dakota  had  its  first  crane  nest 
since  1910.  The  absence  of  Black-necked 
Stilt  and  Sandhill  Crane  on  the  Green 
List,  despite  their  patchy,  local  distribu- 
tion and  small  numbers  away  from  core 
range,  seems  appropriate. 

Of  interest  is  that  no  species  of  swan  is 
included  on  the  Green  List.  Trumpeter 
Swan,  which  nests  on  freshwater  bodies, 
is  in  a mode  of  expansion,  certainly,  and 
is  no  longer  listed  by  any  governmental 
agency  as  Threatened.  In  Manitoba,  four 
nests  of  the  species  were  located  in  Rid- 
ing Mountain  National  Park,  the  first 
such  nestings  there;  20  adults  and  10 
cygnets  were  counted  in  August  there. 
The  effects  of  these  great  birds  upon 
other  beleaguered  freshwater  marsh 
nesters  are  unknown,  but  there  is  a mar- 


vellous opportunity  right  now  to  study 
their  impacts. 

Larids 

The  larids,  especially  the  gulls  and  terns, 
echo  in  nuce  many  of  the  matters  consid- 
ered above:  the  increase  in  extralimital 
southern  species  to  northern  climes;  the 
appearance  of  tropical  species  in  the 
southern  United  States;  the  summertime 
vagrancy  of  Old  World  species  to  North 
America;  and  the  difficulties  posed  by 
hybridization  or  interbreeding. 

Once  again,  maritime  eastern  Canada 
produced  an  impressive  variety  of  south- 
ern terns,  including  a Royal  in  New 
Brunswick,  a Sandwich  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Gull-billeds  in  New  Brunswick  and 
Newfoundland.  The  only  other  extralim- 
ital Gull-billed  Terns,  interestingly,  came 
from  Pennsylvania.  In  North  Carolina,  a 
Cayenne  Tern  (the  eurygnatha  race  of 
Sandwich  Tern)  was  found  near  Fort 
Fisher,  for  at  least  the  eighth  report  in  the 
state.  A Black-tailed  Gull  in  Wisconsin, 
that  states  first,  wandered  to  Illinois  and 
Indiana,  providing  still  more  first  state 
records;  curiously,  reports  of  this  eastern 
Asian  gull  from  the  Atlantic  Seaboard 
have  fallen  off  sharply  in  the  past  two 
years.  Single  White-winged  Terns  in 
Maine  and  Alaska  were  first  and  fourth 
there,  respectively,  and  like  Black-tailed 
Gulls,  these  have  become  increasingly 
scarce  since  the  heyday  of  the  early 
1990s,  when  a few  visited  Delaware  regu- 
larly. (In  both  cases,  probably  only  a few 
individuals  are  responsible  for  multiple 
records  over  large  areas  and  several 
years.)  But  no  Palearctic  vagrant  was  as 
unexpected  as  the  apparent  longipcnnis 
Common  Tern  found  in  coastal  New  Jer- 
sey on  14  July  (see  Pictorial  Highlights). 
This  Siberian  breeder,  found  in  Alaska 
only  on  western  islands  in  the  Bering  Sea, 
has  no  track  record  of  vagrancy  in  the 
New  World,  but  it  is  known  well  out  of 
range  in  the  Old,  as  far  as  Cocos-Keeling 
Islands  and  even  New  Zealand  (Marchant 
and  Higgins  1990)  and  probably  as  far 
west  as  Israel  (Shirihai  1996).  Shirihai 
(1996)  notes  that  “tens  of  [Common 
Tern]  migrants  aged  2nd-summer  or 
older”  that  resemble  longipcnnis  are  seen 
between  April  and  June  at  Eilat,  Israel. 
He  notes,  however,  that  such  birds  could 
be  from  the  broad  zone  of  overlap 
between  hirundo  and  longipcnnis,  a popu- 
lation that  was  once  known  as  subspecies 
minussensis  (Vaurie  1965).  The  ultimate 
judgment  on  this  record  has  not  been 
made,  but  the  photographs  do  show 
something  quite  unusual  for  the  East 
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Coast,  whatever  the  bird  is  judged  to  be. 

More  expected  in  recent  decades,  sum- 
mering Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
noted  coastally  from  Newfoundland  to 
North  Carolina  and  in  the  interior  west- 
ward to  Quebec  and  Ontario,  including 
adult  birds.  A nearly  adult  Yellow-legged 
Gull  was  nicely  photographed  at  La  Mal- 
baie,  Quebec  14  June  by  an  Icelander 
familiar  with  the  species  both  in  western 
Europe  and  as  a recent  vagrant  to  Iceland. 
The  only  other  provincial  record  is  from 
the  Madeleine  Islands  in  August  1973. 
This  species  is  hardly  known  in  North 
America,  despite  the  documentation  of 
many  good  candidates,  and  there  are  good 
reasons  for  caution  in  claiming  this 
species  out  of  range — the  best  being  that 
the  taxonomy  and  identification  of  this 
group  are  still  quite  unsettled  (the  taxo- 
nomic placement  of  populations  nearest 
North  America  especially  so).  Another 
good  reason  is  the  recently  documented 
hybridization  of  Yellow-legged  Gulls  with 
both  Herring  Gull  and  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  Belgium  (see  <http:// 
www.surfbirds.com/ID%20Articles/ 
adriaensgullsl203.html>)  and  the  success- 
ful nesting  of  such  hybrids  with  Herring 
and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls.  Although 
pure  Yellow-legged  Gulls  clearly  outnum- 
ber such  hybrids,  the  appearances  of  many 
of  the  hybrid  birds  documented  in  the  arti- 
cle, including  those  between  Herring  Gull 
and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  resemble 
Yellow-legged  Gulls  in  some  cases.  Given 
the  massive  increase  in  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  in  North  America  in  recent 
decades,  and  their  presence  right  through 
the  nesting  season,  it  seems  only  a matter 
of  time  before  North  American  nesting  is 
documented,  intraspecific  or  otherwise. 
Other  apparent  hybrid  gulls  observed  were 
single  Herring  x Glaucous  Gulls  at  Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts  and  at  Fort  McMur- 
ray,  Alberta,  a relatively  well-known  com- 
bination, and  a Herring  x Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  Nahant,  Massachusetts,  a 
hybrid  little  known  away  from  the  North- 
east and  Great  Lakes  regions,  where  it  is 
still  very  rare  and  poorly  documented, 
with  only  a few  specimens  and  photo- 
graphs of  hypothetical  hybrids. 

And  speaking  of  Quebec’s  Madeleine 
Islands  and  problems  of  larid  hybridiza- 
tion: a Roseate  Tern  was  found  paired 
with  a Common  Tern  there  in  June. 
Could  the  young  bird  resemble  a Roseate 
Tern  sufficiently  to  be  reported  as  such? 
Roseate  Tern  reports  from  the  continent’s 
interior  are  extraordinarily  few,  and  this 
mixed  pair  should  give  us  pause  when 
studying  white  terns,  especially  birds  that 


appear  to  be  extralimital.  (Hybridization 
of  White-winged  and  Black  Terns  is  doc- 
umented in  the  Great  Lakes  area,  another 
cautionary  tale.) 

There  are  lessons  to  be  taken  from 
these  rare  instances  of  hybridization  for 
field  ornithologists  and  birders,  among 
them  that  slightly  atypical  plumages  in 
birds  far  out  of  range  should  be  cause  for 
keen  scrutiny.  Some  individuals  that 
appear  to  be  perfect  phenotypic  matches 
for  a vagrant  species  could  well  be  “mon- 
grels,” as  it  were,  either  hybrids  resem- 
bling another  species  altogether  or  indi- 
viduals with  a minor  amount  of  genetic 
material  from  another  species.  Several 
warblers  in  New  York — the  Hermit  War- 
bler at  Jones  Beach  and  the  possible 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Braddock 
Bay — illustrate  limit-cases  in  which  the 
birding  community  found  it  difficult 
even  to  name  the  birds,  in  the  first  exam- 
ple because  the  bird’s  appearance  sug- 
gested genetic  material  from  (almost 
surely)  Townsend’s  Warbler,  in  the  sec- 
ond because  the  extent  of  variation  in 
Mourning  Warbler  is  poorly  known. 
How  much  genetic  material  from  another 
species  makes  a bird  a “hybrid”  in  the 
conventional  sense?  Is  a Hermit  Warbler 
showing  introgression  from  the 
Townsend’s  Warbler  gene  pool  best  called 
a “hybrid” — and  do  we  likewise 
(dis)qualify  a Blue-winged  Warbler  with 
a yellow  cast  to  the  wingbars?  Are  we  cer- 
tain that  these  features  are  not  buried  in  a 
species’  ancestral  genotype,  or  are  not 
just  a result  of  routine  recombination  or 
mutation  of  genetic  material  without 
actual  “hybridization”  having  occurred? 
In  other  words,  could  it  be  that  there  is  a 
leap  of  thinking  in  our  frequent  applica- 
tion of  the  label  “hybrid”  to  birds  we  see, 
an  application  that  is  “easier,”  in  a sense, 
than  recognition  of  other  scenarios  that 
are  equally  frequent  or  more  so?  By  con- 
trast, how  often  do  we  fall  prey  to 
assumptions  of  species-level  “integrity” 
based  on  outward  appearances  of  birds? 
How  many  orioles,  hummingbirds,  jun- 
cos,  and  flickers  identified  by  sight  as 
“pure”  based  on  appearance  (phenotype) 
actually  harbor  masked  (or  neutral) 
genetic  material  from  other  species?  In 
modern  science,  occasional  hybridization 
between  members  of  valid  biological 
species-pairs  is  no  longer  considered 
extraordinary  or  a bar  to  a species’  taxo- 
nomic or  biological  integrity  in  most 
cases.  What  matters  is  whether  hybrids 
are  at  a greater  selective  disadvantage 
than  parental  species,  especially  outside 
of  a (frequently  narrow)  hybrid  zone: 
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e.g.,  Baltimore  and  Bullock’s  Orioles.  At  the 
level  of  subpecies,  New  Jersey’s  potential 
longipennis  Common  Tern  and  North  Car- 
olina’s Cayenne  Terns  raise  difficult  ques- 
tions about  taxonomic  integrity  and  the 
field  diagnosability  of  many  subspecies. 

Problematic  individual  birds  generate 
marvellous  discussions  in  scientific  circles, 
where  the  significance  of  hybridization  is 
energetically  debated,  but  among  birders 
they  are  sometimes  perceived  as  “problems” 
in  a negative  sense,  as  they  fail  to  fit  the 
species-level  pigeonholes  with  which  many 
recreational  birders  operate.  And  so  such 
birds  are  sometimes  left  out  of  field  notes, 
off  local  summaries  and  monographs. 
Should  we  not  instead  study,  even  celebrate 
the  diversity  they  represent — and  appreci- 
ate the  intellectual  exercise  they  provide, 
the  redoubled  caution  they  recommend? 
Our  recent  attention  to  hybrid  albatrosses, 
hybrid  ibises,  and  hybrid  gulls  and  terns 
should  give  some  indication  of  an  answer, 
but  we  are  equally  interested,  as  are  our 
friends  at  Birding  magazine,  in  coming  to 
grips  with  the  many  variations  in  plumage 
within  a species — whatever  their  genesis. 
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June  was  generally  considered  cool  across 
the  Region.  July  was  hot  or  cool,  depend- 
ing on  how  close  to  the  coast  you  were. 
The  unusually  persistent  southwesterly 
winds  brought  prolonged  stretches  of  fog  to 
southern  coasts.  The  same  winds  probably 
aided  in  the  arrival  of  an  impressive  array  of 
mid-United  States  coastal  species  to  the 
Region,  such  as  three  Brown  Pelicans,  one 


Black-necked  Stilt,  one  Sandwich  Tern,  one 
Royal  Tern,  and  two  Gull-billed  Terns. 


Abbreviation:  G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  I.). 
The  new  postal  code  for  “Newfoundland 
& Labrador”  is  NL;  in  this  report,  sites 
marked  “NF”  are  from  the  island  of 
Newfoundland  and  those  marked  “Lab.” 
are  from  Labrador. 


LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

As  usual,  Red-throated  Loons  bred  on 
Miquelon,  SPM,  with  two  nests  contain- 
ing eggs  found  in  Jun  (RE).  A Pied- 
billed Grebe  on  a nest  at  Loch  Lomond, 
Codroy  Valley,  NF  20  Jun  provided  the 
2nd  breeding  record  for  the  province  and 
for  this  location  (AH).  For  the  2nd  year 


in  a row,  a Red-necked  Grebe  summered 
at  Napadogen  L.,  York,  NB  (DG  et  ah). 
Manx  Shearwaters  again  frustrated 
researchers’  attempts  to  confirm  nesting 
on  Grand  Columbier  I.,  SPM.  A bird  was 
found  in  a burrow  and  4 others  on  the 
island,  but  no  eggs  were  located  (RE, 
AD). 

Low  to  moderate  numbers  of  s.  herons 
were  found  in  the  Region.  Totals  by 
province  were:  Great  Egret  — 4 in  New 
Brunswick  and  2 in  Nova  Scotia;  Snowy 
Egret  — 2 in  Nova  Scotia;  Little  Blue 
Heron  — one  each  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
Newfoundland;  Tricolored  Heron  — one 
in  Nova  Scotia;  and  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  — one  in  Nova  Scotia. 

American  White  Pelicans  made  news, 
with  one  at  Cap-Lumiere,  NB  14  Jul  (RR 
et  al.)  and  one  at  Lethbridge,  NF  mid- 
Jul-10  Aug,  for  a 3rd  provincial  record 
(m.  ob.).  The  real  pelican  story 
belonged  to  the  3 Brown  Pelicans  found 
in  the  Region.  New  Brunswick’s  first 
confirmed  record  was  of  an  imm.  pho- 
tographed at  Lameque  I.  in  the  n.  part  of 
the  province  (Judy  Larocque  et  al.). 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador’s  first 
Brown  Pelican  took  up  residence  8-31 
Jul  at  a fish  plant  in  Hermitage,  where  it 
became  a minor  media  star  (m.  ob.). 
Nova  Scotia’s  2nd  Brown  Pelican  in  the 
last  20  years  was  photographed  on  Cape 
Breton  I.  at  Forchu  3 Jul  (Lillian  Lund) 
and  Louisbourg  8-9  Jul  (Carlo  Lunn). 

An  unseasonal  Brant  at  G.M.I.,  NB  29 
Jun  was  thought  to  be  unfit  for  migra- 
tion (LM).  A pair  of  Redheads  lingered 
at  Calhoun  Marsh,  NB  8-21  Jun  (DC). 
The  male  Tufted  Duck  that  wintered  at 
Saint  John,  NB  remained  through  the 
summer  to  molt,  raising  questions  about 
its  provenance  ( fide  DC).  A female  Har- 
lequin Duck  with  a brood  of  6 ducklings 
at  Charlo  R.  in  n.  New  Brunswick 
marked  the  8th  consecutive  year  that  the 
species  has  bred  at  this  isolated  s.  breed- 
ing site  ( fide  ML).  A female  Ruddy  Duck 
with  a brood  of  7 at  the  St.  Joseph,  NB 
sewage  lagoon  in  late  Jul  provided  the 
3rd  breeding  record  for  the  province 
(AC). 

Two  Yellow  Rails  were  heard  27  Jun  at 
the  traditional  site  at  Grand  Lake  Mead- 
ows Queens,  NB  (DG).  A pair  of  Sand- 
hill Cranes  was  again  present  for  part  of 
the  summer  at  Havelock,  NB  ( fide  JB). 
Another  pair  lingered  at  Schooner  Pt., 
C.B.L,  NS  until  lljun(/ide  BMy). 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALICDS 

Two  European  Golden-Plovers  at  Cape 
Bonavista,  NF  16  Jun  were  probably  left 
over  from  the  light  spring  flight  to  the 
province  Qon  Joy).  Continuing  the 
intriguing  summer  sightings  of  Ameri- 
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||  Offshore  islands  are  often  responsible  for  changing  the  way  we  perceive  patterns  of  avian  vagrancy. 

/ \ Machais  Seal  I.,  New  Brunswick  is  one  of  those  islands  where  bird  records  continue  to  challenge  the  estab- 
lished thinking  about  bird  movements.  A male  Western  Tanager  21  Jul  was  found  at  an  unexpected  season  for 
this  less-than-annual  Regional  vagrant  (Thomas  Collins  et  al.).  But  an  ad.  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  pho- 
tographed and  observed  by  many  there  28  Jun  (Russell  Ross,  David  Larsen  et  a!.) — the  first  for  for  New 
Brunswick — confounds  everything  we  expect  about  vagrancy  in  this  species,  particularly  in  ne.  North  America. 
There  is  always  something  new  to  learn. 


can  Oystercatcher  from  the  G.M.I.  Arch- 
ipelago, one  was  observed  at  Sheep  I.  12 
Jun  (BD).  There  were  4 ad.  and  3 young 
American  Oystercatchers  at  the  tradi- 
tional Cape  Sable  L,  NS  breeding  site 
( fide  BMy).  A kayaker  stumbled  across  a 
Black-necked  Stilt  in  Wolfville,  NS  21 
Jun  (Ulli  Hoeger),  which  remained  until 
1 Jul,  to  the  delight  of  Nova  Scotia  bird- 
ers. Two  Willets  were  present  for  much 
of  Jun  at  Miquelon,  SPM,  leading  to 
speculation  about  eventual  breeding 
there  (RE).  Early  southbound  shore- 
birds  at  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  were  2 
Dunlin  and  a Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
27  Jun  and  12  Whimbrel  and  a Pectoral 
Sandpiper  28  Jun  (RE,  LJ).  A Marbled 
Godwit  was  at  Maisonnette  Dune,  NB  5 
Jun  (MD).  Two  breeding-plumaged 
Western  Sandpipers  at  Cherry  Hill 
Beach,  NS  5 Jun  were  studied  carefully 
by  veteran  shorebirder  Sylvi  Fullerton 
for  a first  provincial,  and  probably  first 
Regional,  spring  sighting.  An  exception- 
ally early  Purple  Sandpier  was  at  Charlo 
R.,  NB  20  Jul  (ML).  A male  Ruff  graced 
New  Harbour  Guysborough , NS  30  Jun 
(Han  Buck). 

A Great  Skua  near  St.  Pierre,  SPM  28 
Jul  was  the  only  skua  reported  (BL,  LJ). 
It  was  a good  summer  for  Laughing 
Gull,  with  one  in  New  Brunswick,  6 in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  one  in  Newfoundland. 
Single  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  on  the  Avalon  Pen.  of  Newfound- 
land at  Biscay  Bay  10-31  Jul+  (ST,  BMt) 
and  Cape  Broyle  26  Jul  (BMt);  there 
was  also  the  usual  scattering  of  subads. 
in  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia.  It 
was  a good  summer  for  rare  terns.  A 
subad.  Royal  Tern  was  at  Machais  Seal 
L,  NB  16  Jun  (Kate  Devlin),  while  Nova 
Scotia’s  3rd  Sandwich  Tern  was  a 
crowd-pleaser  at  Eastern  Passage  3-12 
Jun  (IM  et  al.).  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador’s  first  Gull-billed  Tern  was 
photographed  at  Renews,  Avalon  Pen. 
9-10  Jul  (ST  et  al.),  and  the  first  Gull- 
billed Tern  in  n.  New  Brusnwick  was  at 
Eel  River  Bar,  Restigouche  4 Jul  (BG, 
RC).  Two  pairs  of  Black  Terns  appar- 
ently nested  on  Machais  Seal  I.,  NB 
(BD). 


DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

This  summer’s  White-winged  Dove  was 
at  a feeder  on  White  Head  I.,  G.M.I., 
NB  21  Jun  ( fide  DC).  A dead  Black- 
billed Cuckoo  was  a rare  find  on  St. 
Pierre,  SPM  22  Jun  (fide  RE).  A pair  of 
Warbling  Vireos  teased  birders  during 
Jun  at  Starrs  Pt.,  Kings,  NS  without  ever 
revealing  evidence  of  nesting  (JT  et 
al.).  A Purple  Martin  was  out  of  range 
at  St.  Pierre,  SPM  18  Jun  (MD).  A 
House  Wren  sang  at  Fredericton  1-8 
Jun  but  apparently  did  not  stay  to  nest 
(PP,  JWi).  Observers  in  both  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  reported 
a paucity  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
this  season.  An  unseasonal  Northern 
Wheatear  was  flycatching  at  Mar- 
tinique Beach,  NS  8 Jun  (TP).  Two 
male  Wood  Thrushes  singing  off 
against  each  other  at  Blackhead,  Avalon 
Pen.,  NF  6-15  Jun  were  completely 
unexpected  (DB  et  al.),  as  the  species  is 
only  a vagrant  to  Newfoundland.  A 
most  unusal  mid-summer  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  observed  for  an 
hour  at  Scotch  Settlement,  NB  13  Jul 
(BS).  A late-spring  Hooded  Warbler 
was  at  Cape  Sable  I.,  NS  3 Jun  (JN). 

A late-spring  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at 
Long  I.  Digby , NS  30  May-2  Jun  (LC).  A 
Common  Grackle  feeding  recently- 
fledged  young  at  Cape  Broyle,  NF  26  Jul 
extended  the  breeding  range  consider- 
ably eastward  in  the  province  (BMt, 
JWe).  An  ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole  was 
in  an  apple  tree,  of  course,  at  St. 
Andrews,  NB  7 Jun  (TD). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  David  Brown,  Brian  Dalzell, 
Marcel  David,  Tracey  Dean,  Marc  Deri- 
ble,  Alain  Desbrosse,  Raymond  Chias- 
son,  David  Christie,  Alain  Clavette, 
Loretta  Crocker,  Roger  Etcheberry, 
Sylvia  Fullerton,  Bob  Gillis,  Andy  Horn, 
Anne  Hughes,  Laurent  Jackman,  Don 
Gibson,  Bruno  Letournel,  Mike  Lushing- 
ton,  Bruce  Mactavish,  Blake  Maybank, 
lan  McLaren,  Laurie  Murison,  Johhnie 
Nickerson,  Peter  Pearce,  Terry  Pacquet, 
Judy  Tufts,  Beverley  Schneider,  Stuart 
Tingley,  John  Wells,  Jim  Wilson.  © 
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After  a timid  start,  summer  definitely 
arrived  on  20  June  but  gave  way  to 
more  rainy  conditions  and  cooler 
temperatures  by  the  end  of  July.  On  the 
whole,  the  temperatures  were  slightly 
above  average,  while  precipitation  was  near 
normal.  June  brought  a fairly  interesting 
variety  of  vagrants,  and  two  new  species, 


Marbled  Godwit  and  Blue-winged  Warbler, 
were  confirmed  nesting  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Region. 

LOONS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Pacific  Loon  in  breeding  plumage  was 
identified  at  Port-au-Saunron  20  Jul 
(LM,  J.  Goulet,  OB).  Wilson’s  Storm- 


Petrels  reached  a peak  of  300-400  off 
Perce  in  late  Jul  (N.  Cadet).  Now  almost 
an  annual  summer  sight  in  s.  Quebec,  5 
American  White  Pelicans  were  studied 
in  flight  at  the  mouth  of  Petite  Riviere 
Yamachiche  7 Jun  (MBo),  while  singles 
appeared  on  L.  Saint-Pierre  15  Jun  (JM) 
and  at  Pointe-au-Pere  24-25  Jun  (D. 
Blanchette).  For  the  2nd  consecutive 
year,  Brown  Pelican  made  the  news:  an 
imm.  was  discovered  at  La  Malbaie  20 
Jun  and  relocated  at  nearby  Saint-Irenee 
21-24  Jun  (ph. , OB  et  ah,  m.  ob.),  while 
another  was  reported  at  Saint-Ulric-de- 
Matane  25  Jun  (SR)  and  later  the  same 
day  at  Perce  (E  Mauger  et  al.).  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  if  there  was  more  than 
one  bird  involved  in  these  three  sight- 
ings. Illustrating  the  success  of  the  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant  in  the  Upper  St. 
Lawrence,  488  nests  were  found  on 
islands  along  the  seaway  in  L.  Saint- 
Pierre  (G.  Chapdeleine,  JF.  Rail,  P. 
Brousseau  et  al.).  Although  no  accurate 
count  was  made  in  L.  Saint-Louis,  sev- 
eral hundred  nests  were  also  estimated 
there  (PB),  and  400  birds  were  present 
on  the  Outaouais  R.  between  Masson 
and  Thurso  18  Jun  ( fide  DT). 

A Great  Egret  was  far  out  of  range  at 
Baie-Trinite  20  Jul  (LS,  P.  Simard,  J. 
May).  A White-faced  Ibis  was  well 
described  in  the  Iles-de-la-Paix  Wildlife 
Area,  L.  Saint-Louis  8 Jun  (S.  Gagnon,  B. 
Drolet);  this  represented  the  3rd  record 
for  the  Region.  Two  Black  Vultures 
turned  up  at  a landfill  site  at  Grande- 
Riviere,  Gaspesie  24  & 27  Jun  (DM,  PP, 
G.  Roy,  O.  Levesque  et  al.);  one  was 
detected  again  3 Jul  (DM),  the  11th 
record  for  the  Gaspe  Pen. 

A group  of  5 Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  lingered  on  a pond  at  the  Saint- 
Felicien  Zoological  Gardens,  Lac  Saint- 
Jean  4-31  Jul+  (ph.,  S.  Bouchard  et  al., 
m.  ob.);  3 of  these  birds  showed  one  or 
more  holes  in  the  webbing  of  their  feet, 
which  most  probably  suggest  a wild  ori- 
gin. According  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Thompson, 
author  of  the  Birds  of  North  America 
account  for  this  species,  such  holes  are 
frequent  in  wild  birds  and  result  from 
their  habits  of  perching  in  thorny  trees, 
notably  ebony  or  mesquite  in  their  home 
range.  An  impressive  flock  of  30  Tundra 
Swans  was  seen  migrating  n.  over 
Chicoutimi  5 Jun  (CC).  The  banded 
Cinnamon  Teal  present  at  Rouyn- 
Noranda  in  the  spring  continued 
through  the  summer  (nr.  ob.). 

A survey  of  gobbling  Wild  Turkeys 
conducted  in  the  stronghold  of  the 
species,  sw.  of  Montreal,  led  to  the  find- 
ing of  145  males  at  64  stations  out  of 
124  visited  ( fide  ND).  An  advanced  sta- 


462 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ISlSBtl 
1 ‘ ^ 


>k  Msgfppl 


‘ ^ 


The  northernmost  of  the  wandering  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  of  spring  and  summer  2003,  this  group  of  five  at  the  Saint-Felicien  Zoo,  Quebec  5 July  (here)  to  8 August 

afforded  the  province  its  fourth  record.  Photograph  by  Germain  Savard. 


tistical  analysis  carried  out  using  these 
raw  data  suggested  an  estimate  of 
1000-1500  individuals  for  the  surveyed 
territory.  Farther  e.,  a female  with  3 
young  was  seen  at  Saint-Joachim-de- 
Shefford  3 & 25  Jun  (S.  Bannon),  and  a 
female  on  a nest  was  located  at  East- 
Dunham  in  mid-Jun  ( fide  BH).  Near  the 
Ontario  border,  a group  of  6 or  7 was 
spotted  at  Sainte-Justine-de-Newton  10 
Jul  (W.  Grubert).  Nesting  of  Sandhill 
Crane  was  again  confirmed  in  Temis- 
camingue , where  2 ads.  and  2 young 
were  spotted  at  Angliers  29  Jun  (JF). 
Single  extralimital  birds  appeared  in  the 
Sorel  Is.  29  Jun  (JM)  and  at  Cape  Tour- 
mente  30  Jun-7  Jul  (JL  et  al.),  while  2 
spent  the  season  at  Saint-Gerard-des- 
Laurentides  (M.  Sokolyk). 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  summer,  a 
pair  of  American  Golden-Plovers  spent 
the  season  near  Polemond  R.  in  the 
Nunavik,  but  no  evidence  of  nesting  was 
found  ( fide  RC,  JL).  Although  it  was 
taken  for  granted,  nesting  of  the  Mar- 
bled Godwit  was  positively  confirmed 
only  this  summer  at  Cabbage  Willow 
(Rupert  Bay)  with  the  finding  of  two 
nests  containing  eggs  (FM,  BG,  S. 
Whiskeychan);  a bird  at  Baie-du-Febvre 
12-15  Jun  was  out  of  range  (m.  ob.).  A 
Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Polemond  R.  20  Jun 
was  unexpected  (fide  RC,  JL),  while  in 
the  s.,  one  juv.  and  15  migrating  ad.  Stilt 
Sandpipers  at  Baie-du-Febvre  26  Jul  rep- 
resented an  excellent  concentration 
(FG).  An  early  migrant  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  was  reported  near  Val-d’Or, 


Abitibi  27  Jul  (R.  Gauthier).  A female 
Ruff  at  Baie-du-Febvre  19  Jul  was  the 
only  sighting  of  the  season  (FG).  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  of  the  hendersoni  sub- 
species are  increasingly  reported:  singles 
were  at  Godbout  22  Jul  (LS  et  al.),  at 
Sainte-Martine  21-27  Jul  (M.  Bertrand), 
and  at  Pointe-Yamachiche  29  Jul  (SD,  F 
Rousseu).  Ad.  Long-billed  Dowitchers 
numbered  5 at  Baie-du-Febvre  26  Jul 
(FG),  2 at  Sainte-Martine  29-31  Jul 
(MBe,  M.  Maheu),  and  2 at  Pointe- 
Yamachiche  30  Jul 
(MBo,  J.  Gelinas). 

Three  Parasitic 
Jaegers  were  seen 
migrating  overland  at 
Chicoutimi  4 Jun  (CC), 
and  8 showed  up  at 
Tadoussac  the  same  day 
(OB).  A subad.  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  seen  from 
the  Trois-Pistoles  ferry 
29  Jun  was  unusual  (JR 
Ouellet,  M.  Lafleur). 

Vagrant  Laughing  Gulls 
totaled  3 ads.  and  2 
imms.,  and  wayward 
Franklin’s  Gulls  num- 
bered 6.  Again  this  year,  6 ad.  Little 
Gulls  were  seen  in  suitable  nesting  habi- 
tat on  an  island  near  the  mouth  of  Nott- 
away  R.  (Rupert  Bay)  20  Jun  (BG,  FM). 
A nearly  ad.  Yellow-legged  Gull  (Lams 
michahellis ) was  superbly  photographed 
at  La  Malbaie  14  Jun  (YK,  M.  Robert). 
This  individual  looked  rather  small  and 
dark,  which  might  suggest  one  of  the 


Atlantic  forms,  but  experts  familiar  with 
this  group  of  taxa  have  all  remained  cau- 
tious about  its  subspecific  identity.  This 
represented  the  2nd  record  only  for  the 
Region.  The  first  record,  also  the  first  for 
North  America,  was  from  the  Madeleine 
Is.  in  Aug  1973  (American  Birds  40: 
58-60;  Wilson  Bulletin  106:  344-356). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  continued 
their  success  story,  with  a peak  of  8 
imms.  at  Saint-Irenee  15  Jun  (m.  ob.). 
Among  several  other  sightings,  a sec- 
ond-summer bird  was 
detected  on  Res.  Tau- 
reau  in  mid-Jul,  an 
exceptional  sighting 
for  the  Laurentians 
(FH). 

Summering  Caspian 
Terns  were  well  dis- 
tributed along  the  St. 
Lawrence  R.  in  s. 
Quebec,  but  one  in 
flight  over  Octave  R. 
(Rupert  Bay)  19  Jun 
(BG,  FM)  and  2 on 
Res.  Taureau  in  mid- 
Jul  (FH)  were  big  sur- 
prises. A Roseate  Tern 
was  apparently  paired  with  a Common 
Tern  in  the  Madeleine  Is.  10  Jun  (G. 
Cyr). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

It  was  a good  summer  for  the  Yellow- 
billed  Cuckoo:  4 were  reported  in  the 
Outaouais  region  in  Jun  (fide  DT),  and 
one  was  at  Cape  Tourmente  5 Jul  (CN, 


Observers  in  Canada  are  finding  Yellow  Rails  in  more 
and  more  sites  during  the  breeding  seasons.  This 
individual  was  noted  at  Cap  Tourmente,  Quebec  13 

July  2003.  Photograph  by  Yann  Kolbeinsson. 
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JL).  A nest  of  Great  Gray  Owl  containing 
2 young  in  the  James  Bay  area  was  the 
3rd  only  discovered  in  the  Region  (JE 
Rousseau  et  al.);  one  Great  Gray  at 
Sainte-Luce-sur-Mer  7 Jun  was  well  e.  of 
typical  range  (E.  Duchesne). 

The  only  Red-headed  Woodpecker  of 
the  season  was  seen  flying  between  two 
islands  in  Riviere  des  Mille-iles  14  Jun 
(fide  B.  Crevier).  A male  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  continued  into  Jun  at  lie 
Saint-Bernard,  Chateauguay  (fide  PB). 


Raising  hope  for  a comeback,  a Log- 
gerhead Shrike  was  defending  a terri- 
tory at  Shawville  18  Jun— 2Jul,  the  first 
in  the  Region  in  a few  years  (G.  Des- 
jardins et  ah).  Last  year’s  abundance  of 
Carolina  Wrens  was  short-lived;  the 
severe  cold  of  winter  2002-2003  has 
evidently  caused  significant  mortality  in 
the  species,  as  very  few  were  reported  in 
the  province  during  the  summer  (fide 
PB).  A Sedge  Wren  at  Angliers  4 Jul 
provided  further  evidence  that  the 


species  is  probably  nesting  in  the  Temis- 
camingue  (JF,  GT). 

Blue-winged  Warbler  nested  for  the 
first  time  in  the  Region,  as  evidenced  by 
a male — paired  with  a female  Brewster’s 
Warbler — seen  carrying  food  and  feed- 
ing young  on  several  occasions  in  Jun  at 
Lake-Brome  (JP.  Santerre,  BH  et  al.). 

The  Yellow-breasted  Chat  present  at 
Cape  Tourmente  in  late  May  remained 
through  4 Jun  (fide  M.  Lachance). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  widely 
reported,  with  peaks  of  5-6  at  Guigues 
4 Jun  (JF)  and  3 singing  males  at  Saint- 
Philippe-de-Laprairie  in  Jun  (M. 
Beaupre,  PB).  Surprisingly,  a pair  of 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  nested  at  War- 
wick (M.  Gregoire  et  al.),  while  single 
birds  were  found  at  Saint-Augustin-de- 
Desmaures  21  Jun-19Jul  (YK,  CN)  and 
at  Saint-Prosper  14  Jul  (LM,  JF. 
Bedard).  These  records  were  quite 
unexpected  away  from  extreme  s. 
Quebec,  where  the  species  has  now 
almost  disappeared  from  its  historical 
range.  Up  to  19  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  at 
Fugereville,  Temiscamingue  13  Jul  con- 
firmed last  summer’s  high  counts  (JF, 
GT).  A first-summer  male  Blue  Gros- 
beak was  singing  at  Frelighsburg  2 Jun 
(JG.  Papineau),  while  a male  Indigo 
Bunting  in  the  La  Verendrye  Wildlife 
Reserve  24  Jul  was  at  the  n.  edge  of 
breeding  range  (E  Bedard).  Western 
Meadowlarks  delighted  many,  with  a 
pair  at  Saint-Eugene,  Temiscamingue  in 
Jun,  in  the  same  field  where  the  species 
nested  last  summer  (JF),  as  well  as  sin- 
gles  at  Franklin  7 Jul  (A.  Desrosiers, 
fide  ND)  and  Cacouna  12-23  Jul  (ph., 

FG,  N.  Chauvette,  m.  ob.).  A male 
Orchard  Oriole  showed  up  at  Grande- 
Riviere,  Gaspesie  12  Jun  (DM),  but 
none  were  reported  in  the  Montreal 
area  where  two  pairs  had  successfully 
nested  last  summer. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  P.  Bannon  (Montreal),  O.  Bar- 
den, M.  Berlinguette  (Brome-Missis- 
siquoi),  M.  Bourassa,  C.  Cormier,  R. 
Cotter,  C.  Douville  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  R.  Fortin  (Lower  St.  j 
Lawrence),  J.  Frechette,  B.  Gagnon,  DG. 
Gaudet  (Madeleine  Is.),  F.  Grenon,  B. 
Hamel,  E Hilton,  Y.  Kolbeinsson,  J. 
Lachance  (Quebec  City),J.  Lefebvre,  D. 
Mercier,  L.  Messely,  J.  Meyrav,  F 
Morneau,  C.  Nadeau,  P.  Poulin 
(Gaspesie),  S.  Rheaume  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  G. 
Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  L. 
Simard,  D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais),  G. 
Trepanier.  O 
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The  month  of  June  continued  the  pat- 
tern of  cool,  wet,  and  cloudy  weather 
that  characterized  much  of  New  Eng- 
land during  the  spring.  Temperatures  in 
Boston  averaged  2.7°  F below  normal,  and 
rainfall  exceeded  the  average  by  3.73  cm. 
July  finally  broke  the  cool,  wet  pattern  set 
during  the  previous  several  months,  and 
actually  proved  slightly  warmer,  thus  ending 
an  unusual  nine-month  stretch  of  below- 
normal  temperatures.  Precipitation  in 
Boston  was  nearly  2.5  cm  below  normal. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  immoderate 
weather  conditions  of  the  previous  sev- 
eral months  took  its  toll  on  Regional 
breeding  birds.  Various  reliable  sources 
indicated  that  nest  failure  among 
Ospreys,  Bald  Eagles,  American  Kestrels, 
Piping  Plovers,  Purple  Martins,  Tree 
Swallows,  and  Eastern  Bluebirds  was 
directly  attributable  to  the  cool,  wet  con- 
ditions that  prevailed  in  May  and  June. 
Additionally,  severe  weather  during  the 
past  winter  was  suggested  as  a significant 
source  of  mortality  for  Eastern  Bluebirds 
in  Massachusetts.  More  episodic,  and 
possibly  more  pernicious,  was  the 
impact  of  a significant  oil  spill  in  Buz- 
zards Bay,  Massachusetts,  late  in  April. 
In  addition  to  the  large  numbers  of  loons 
and  sea  ducks  affected,  the  estimated 
98,000  barrels  of  oil  spilled  clearly 
impacted  Piping  Plovers;  approximately 
80%  of  the  plover  population  in  Bristol 
picked  up  at  least  some  oil,  and  large 
numbers  of  terns,  including  many 
Endangered  Roseate  Terns,  were  simi- 
larly affected.  Fortunately,  efforts  to  dis- 
courage recently  arrived  nesting  terns 
from  landing  on  the  oil-soaked  shores  of 
Ram  I.,  an  important  Buzzards  Bay  tern 
colony,  were  reasonably  successful,  and 
it  is  felt  that  at  least  250  pairs  relocated 
on  nearby  Penikese  I.  which,  fortunately, 
was  unaffected  by  the  oil. 

While  no  new  breeding  records  were 
established  in  New  England  this  year,  the 
season  nonetheless  had  its  share  of  high- 
lights. First  state  records  included  a 
peripatetic  Reddish  Egret  in  Rhode 
Island,  the  continued  presence  from  May 
of  Black  Rail  in  New  Hampshire,  and  an 
all-too-brief  visit  of  a White-winged  Tern 
in  Maine.  Other  outstanding  occur- 
rences included  Yellow-nosed  Albatross, 
Wilson’s  Plover,  and  Red-necked  Stint  in 
Massachusetts,  and  offshore  appearances 
of  White-faced  Storm-Petrel,  Red-billed 
Tropicbird,  and  Bridled  Tern.  No  com- 
plaints! 

Abbreviations:  M.A.R.C.  (Massachusetts 
Avian  Records  Committee),  M.D.F.W. 
(Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife),  N.  & S.  Monomoy  1. 
(Monomoy  N.W.R.,  Chatham,  Barnsta- 


ble, MA),  Plum  I.  (Parker  River  N.W.R., 
Newbury/Rowley,  Essex,  MA),  South 
Beach  (Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA), 
S.S.B.C.  (South  Shore  Bird  Club), 
Trustom  Pond  N.W.R.  ( Washington , RI). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A Red-throated  Loon  at  Napatree  Pt., 
Washington,  RI  19  Jun  (fide  RF)  appar- 
ently provided  one  of  the  latest  spring 
reports  for  the  Ocean  State.  Common 
Loon  data  for  Vermont  indicated  that  37 
successful  nests  hatched  61  chicks, 
although  12  chicks  were  lost  as  of  this 
writing  ( fide  Eric  Hanson).  A tally  of  46 
Common  Loons  at  Falmouth,  Barnstable, 
MA  21  Jun  (RF)  is  indicative  of  the  num- 
ber of  subad.  loons  that  regularly  sum- 
mer in  Buzzards  Bay,  well  away  from 
interior  breeding  areas.  A report  of  a 
pair  of  Pied-billed  Grebes  with  2 juvs.  at 
Trustom  Pond  N.W.R.  24  Jun  (AM)  was 
the  only  report  received  of  nesting  in  the 
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Region.  In  the  seasonally  tardy  column 
belong  single  Horned  Grebes  at  Wallis 
Sands  State  Beach,  Rockingham,  NH  12 
Jun  (CM)  and  at  South  Kingstown, 
Washington,  RI  1 Jul  (fide  RF),  along  with 
a Red-necked  Grebe  at  Winter  Harbor, 
Rockingham,  ME  4 Jul  (fide  BT). 

A well-described  Yellow-nosed  Alba- 
tross in  Cape  Cod  Bay  at  First  Encounter 
Beach,  Eastham,  Barnstable,  MA  2 Jun 
(BN,  CG)  represents  yet  another  in  a 
series  of  early-summer  observations  of 
this  Southern  Hemisphere  tubenose  in 
New  England  waters  within  the  last  sev- 
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eral  years;  the  inevitable  question  arises 
as  to  whether  a single  or  several  individ- 
uals are  involved.  Regional  shearwater 
numbers  were  unspectacular,  with  only  a 
concentration  of  2,000-5,000  Greater 
Shearwaters 


209  Great  Egrets  (+24  pairs),  36  Snowy 
Egrets  (+40  pairs),  five  pairs  of  Little 
Blue  Herons,  a single  pair  of  Cattle 
Egrets,  197  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
(+55  pairs),  and  13  Glossy  Ibis  (+195 


near 

Mt.  Desert  Rock  in 
the  Gulf  of  Maine 
14  Jun  (BT)  and 
520  Sooty  Shear- 
waters at  South 
Beach  1 Jul  (RH) 
being  at  all  note- 
worthy. Although 
not  exceptional, 
an  estimate  of 
1414  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  at 
Stellwagen  Bank 
13  Jul  (ME, 

S.S.B.C.)  was  the 
highest  of  the 
reporting  period. 

A White-faced 
Storm-Petrel  15 
Jul  near  Hydrogra- 
pher  Canyon, 
located  at  the  edge 
of  the  continental 
shelf  se.  of  Nan- 
tucket I.  (CD,  BP 

et  al.),  was  in  the  vicinity  of  nearly  all 
previous  New  England  observations.  At 
Noman’s  Land,  Dukes , MA,  a colony  of 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  discovered  two 
years  ago  was  found  to  contain  at  least 
16  pairs,  and  this  summer,  8 birds  were 
banded  there  (TF).  The  same  deepwater 
pelagic  trip  that  recorded  the  White- 
faced Storm-Petrel  also  tallied  a most 
unusual  Red-billed  Tropicbird  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hydrographer  Canyon  15  Jul 
(CD,  BP  et  al.).  Although  White-tailed 
Tropicbird  might  seem  to  be  the  more 
expected  tropicbird  in  New  England  off- 
shore waters,  the  fact  is  that  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island  all 
have  one  to  several  records  for  this  wide- 
spread tropical  seabird.  A soaring  Amer- 
ican White  Pelican  was  noted  over  Truro, 
Barnstable , MA  28  Jun  (JY),  and  another 
individual  was  alleged  at  Silver  L., 
Barnard,  Windsor , VT  (fide  JN). 

Among  the  scattering  of  Least  Bitterns 
reported  Regionwide,  nesting  was  appar- 
ently confirmed  only  at  Stratford  Great 
Meadows,  Fairfield , CT  (CB).  An  annual 
wading  bird  survey  conducted  by  Simon 
Perkins  at  Kettle  L,  Essex , MA  produced 
a nest  count  of  94  Great  Egrets,  203 
Snowy  Egrets,  12  Little  Blue  Herons,  15 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  and  52 
Glossy  Ibis.  In  Rhode  Island,  Richard 
Ferren  conducted  a similar  effort  in  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay  that  yielded  nest  totals  of 


Dark-morph  Broad-winged  Hawks  are  exceptionally  rare  at  any  season  in  the  East,  and  there  are  few  confirmed  records  from  Atlantic 
coast  states.  This  bird,  photographed  at  the  southern  tip  of  Moosehead  Lake  near  Greenville  Junction,  Piscataquis  County,  Maine, 
appears  to  be  an  adult.  It  was  present  throughout  July  (date  of  photograph  unknown).  Photograph  byMarylea  Klauder. 


pairs).  Bay  State  numbers  showed  a 
modest  increase  from  recent  past  tallies; 
however,  in  Rhode  Island,  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  numbers  continue 
well  below  counts  made  in  the  1980s  and 
1990s,  and  Glossy  Ibis  took  a decided 
dip  from  recent  past  census  figures.  Of 
the  scattering  of  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  reports,  individuals  at  Phipps- 
burg,  Sagadahoc,  ME  14  Jul  (CC)  and 
Hampton,  Rockingham , NH  8 Jul  (BG) 
were  the  most  extralimital.  Foremost 
among  the  wading  bird  highlights  was  an 
immature,  dark-morph  Reddish  Egret 
that  first  appeared  at  the  Charlestown 
Breachway,  Washington , R1  5-17  Jul  (ST, 
LF),  and  later  moved  to  Westport,  Bris- 
tol, MA  20  Jul  (RB)  and  Little  Compton, 
Washington , R1  20-27  Jul  (RF  et  al.). 
This  individual  furnished  a first  state 
record  for  Rhode  Island  and  only  the  4th 
for  Massachusetts.  Also  of  interest  was  a 
White  Ibis  that  appeared  in  Rhode  Island 
at  Newport  1 Jun  (D.  Cinotti)  and 
Jamestown,  Newport  2 Jun  (m.  ob.);  pos- 
sibly the  same  bird  was  at  Hammonassett 
Beach  S.P.,  Madison,  Middlesex,  CT  14 
Jun  (CR).  More  elusive  was  a White- 
faced Ibis  at  Rowley,  Essex,  MA  8-24  Jul 
(RH)  that  managed  to  avoid  detection  by 
most  who  endeavored  to  find  it. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Particularly  noteworthy  of  the  out-of- 


season waterfowl  reports  were  a crippled 
Snow  Goose  at  Ferrisburg,  Addison,  VT 
12  Jul  (TM,  SA);  2 Brant  at  Duxbury 
Beach,  Plymouth,  MA  throughout  Jul 
(DF)  and  a single  at  South  Beach  13  Jul 
(RH);  2 Harlequin 
Ducks  at  Petit  Manan 
I.  in  the  Gulf  of 
Maine  15  Jun  (ZK), 
along  with  a single 
that  spent  the  month 
of  Jun  at  Chilmark, 
M.V.  (AK);  and  single 
Buffleheads  at  Grand 
Isle,  VT  22-23  Jun 
(DH),  Eel  Pond, 
Rockingham,  NH  9 Jul 
(CM,  DA),  and  Bar 
Harbor,  Hancock,  ME 
11  Jul  (BT). 

Vermont  Ospreys 
this  year  Hedged  a 
record-breaking  82 
chicks  from  48  suc- 
cessful nests  (fide 
JN).  In  Massachu- 
setts, the  Osprey 
colony  at  Martha’s 
Vineyard  comprised 
58  pairs  (fide  VL), 
and  at  the  Westport 
R.  in  Dartmouth/Westport,  Bristol,  there 
were  66  nests  (fide  DCo).  Evidence  of 
the  continued  growth  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Bald  Eagle  population  was  the  first 
successful  nesting  of  eagles  in  Rhode 
Island  at  Scituate  Res.,  Providence  (fide 
RF),  and  the  appearance  of  a new  Mass- 
achusetts nest  at  Haverhill,  Essex  (fide 
M.D.EW.).  Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts, 
nine  nesting  pairs  Hedged  13  young  (fide 
M.D.F.W.).  Most  striking  and  very 
unusual  in  New  England  was  a dark- 
morph  Broad-winged  Hawk  present 
throughout  Jul  at  Greenville  Junction, 
Piscataquis,  ME  (ph.  Marylea  Klauder, 
fide  Claire  Burnett).  This  morph  is 
thought  to  breed  primarily  in  the  Alberta 
region  of  w.  Canada,  and  though  it 
apparently  migrates  in  very  small  num- 
bers along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Great 
Plains,  it  is  generally  exceedingly  rare  in 
the  East,  with  only  a few  accepted  sight 
reports  away  from  Gulf  Coast. 

Nest  monitoring  of  American  Kestrels 
in  cranberry  bogs  in  se.  Massachusetts 
continued  to  refiect  the  steady  decline 
previously  noted  here.  This  was  the  4th 
year  in  a row  of  declines,  with  108  young 
produced  in  31  of  65  boxes  monitored, 
compared  to  156  young  produced  in  45 
boxes  of  64  boxes  monitored  in  2000 
QM,  MM).  We’d  best  start  really  paying 
attention  to  these  handsome  little  fal- 
cons in  New  England,  because  they  are 
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quietly  slipping  away!  By  contrast  Mer- 
lins are  apparently  continuing  to 
increase  as  breeders  in  n.  New  England, 
where  this  year  nesting  confirmation 
came  in  Vermont  at  Addison,  Addison  12 
Jul  (TM,  SA)  and  S.  Burlington,  Chitten- 
den the  same  day  (AS).  Further  evidence 
was  suggested  by  the  presence  of  early 
migrants  (?)  in  Massachusetts  at  Nahant, 
Essex  22  Jul  (RH)  and  Plum  1.  26  Jul 
(TW).  Not  unlike  Bald  Eagles  and 
Ospreys,  Peregrine  Falcons  continue 
their  steady  recovery  from  the  dark  days 
of  DDT  contamination.  In  Massachu- 
setts this  year,  these  regal  falcons  pro- 
duced 16  young  at  10  sites,  including  a 
newly-occupied  historic  eyrie  at  Mt.  Sug- 
arloaf  in  S.  Deerfield,  Franklin  and  a new 
urban  site  at  Lawrence,  Essex  (TF).  An 
interesting  sidebar  to  this  story  is  that 
kill  remains  in  various  Bay  State  nests 
included  no  fewer  than  4 Budgerigars 
and  one  Cockatiel  (TF)!  Even  if  not  as 
exotically  nourished  as  the  Bay  State  fal- 
cons, Vermont  Peregrines  fledged  39 
chicks  from  16  successful  nests  (fide  SF). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  continued  presence  from  May  of  a 
calling  Black  Rail  at  a small,  freshwater 
wetland  at  Greenland,  Strafford,  NH 
until  2 Jun  ( fide  BT)  was  nothing  short  of 
extraordinary.  At  the  extreme  periphery 
of  their  range  in  s.  New  England,  2 Clap- 
per Rails  at  Duxbury  Beach,  Plymouth, 
MA  24  Jul  (DF)  were  of  interest,  as  the 
species  has  been  sus- 
pected of  nesting  at 
this  locality  within 
the  past  several  years, 
an  event  that  is 
always  a rare  occur- 
rence in  Massachu- 
setts. In  contrast,  Bay 
State  counts  of  1 1 Vir- 
ginia Rails  at  S.  Han- 
son, Plymouth  15  Jun 
(WP,  S.S.B.C.)  and  10 
at  Barre,  Worcester  17 
Jun  (CB)  remind  one 
of  how  ubiquitous 
this  species  is  where 
proper  habitat  exists. 

One  ad.  and  2 juv. 

Common  Moorhens 
at  Otter  Cr.,  Ferris- 
burgh,  Addison,  VT  5 
Jul  (TM)  was  the  only 
confirmed  nesting  in 
New  England.  Near  L.  Messalonskee, 
Kennebec,  ME,  a pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
raised  one  young  this  year,  and  at  least 
one  additional  pair  was  present  at  Smith- 
field,  Somerset  ( fide  LB),  along  with  2 
ads.  at  Leeds,  Androscoggin  31  Jul  (ph.  R. 


Crowley).  With  the  confirmed  breeding 
of  Sandhilll  Cranes  in  Maine  for  the  past 
three  years,  observers  should  no  longer 
be  as  surprised  by  occasional  sightings  of 
birds  beyond  the  borders  of  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  including  a group  of  4-5  cranes  in 
flight  over  Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA 
2 Jun  (RP,  GP)  and  singles  at  Barrington, 
Bristol,  RI  25  Jul  (SRe)  and  Monroe, 
Grafton,  NH  in  Jun  ( fide  BT). 

Despite  a serious  late-Apr  oil  spill  in 
Buzzards  Bay  that  oiled  approximately 
80%  of  the  Piping  Plovers  nesting  in  Bris- 
tol, MA,  523  pairs  of  plovers  statewide 
still  managed  to  fledge  1.1  young  per 
pair,  a figure  only  slightly  below  last 
year’s  numbers.  Additionally  a cool,  wet 
spring  and  a high  incidence  of  predation 
this  season  were  thought  to  be  contribut- 
ing factors  to  this  years  lowered  produc- 
tivity. In  the  vicinity  of  Allens  Pond, 
South  Dartmouth,  Bristol,  28  nesting  Pip- 
ing Plovers  picked  up  at  least  some  oil; 
nonetheless,  14  pairs  fledged  7 young 
( fide  MAS).  Given  the  fact  that  Massa- 
chusetts is  steward  to  approximately  a 
third  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  population  of 
this  threatened  species,  every  young 
fledged  is  significant!  New  Hampshire 
plovers  had  similar  difficulties,  and  by 
late  Jun,  four  out  of  seven  nests  failed; 
however,  by  late  Jul,  at  least  5 chicks 
were  close  to  fledging  (fide  BT).  Contin- 
ued monitoring  of  American  Oyster- 
catchers  in  Massachusetts  this  year  con- 
firmed 168  breeding  pairs  with  a fledge 
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Gracing  Laudholm  Farms,  Maine  on  14  June  2003  was  this  rare  Royal  Tern.  Photograph  by  Chad  Dorsey. 


rate  of  0.6  per  pair  (fide  M.D.F.W.). 
Although  the  pair  count  is  slightly  higher 
than  2002,  the  low  productivity  is  a point 
of  concern,  particularly  since  the  Ameri- 
can Oystercatcher  is  listed  as  a Species  of 
High  Concern  in  the  United  States  Shore- 


bird  Conservation  Plan  (2001). 

Either  there  was  a mini-invasion  of 
Black-necked  Stilts  in  early  Jun,  or  a few 
individual  stilts  covered  a lot  of  coast- 
line. Three  stilts  found  in  late  May  at  the 
Charlestown  Breachway,  Washington,  RI 
continued  from  late  May  until  9 Jun  (fide 
RF),  and  one  has  to  wonder  if  a trio  at 
Scarborough,  Cumberland,  ME  14-15 
Jun  (fide  Julie  Suchecki,  CM),  followed 
by  a single  at  Lubec,  Washington  15  Jul 
(Nancy  McReel,  fide  JD)  may  not  have 
been  part  of  the  same  group.  There  are 
five  or  six  previous  Maine  records  but 
none  involving  so  many  birds  (fide  JD). 
The  most  encouraging  report  of  Upland 
Sandpipers  was  16  at  Hanscom  Air  Base, 
Concord,  Middlesex,  MA  12  Jun  (MR), 
even  though  only  one  juv.  was  observed. 
Shorebirds  observed  during  Jun  and  Jul 
typically  offer  a mix  of  late  spring 
migrants,  fall  migrants,  non-breeding 
summering  individuals,  and  rarities. 
Sometimes  plumage  offers  a clue  as  to 
which  birds  belong  in  which  category, 
but  sometimes  not.  In  the  late 
migrant/non-breeding  category  probably 
belong  75  Red  Knots  at  South  Beach  14 
Jun  (BN);  47  Semipahnated  Sandpipers 
and  8 White-rumped  Sandpipers  at 
South  Beach  17  Jun  (BN);  2 Western 
Sandpipers  (always  rare  in  spring  in  New 
England)  at  Edgartown,  M.V.  7 Jun  (AK); 
and  42  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at 
Andrews  Pt.,  Rockport,  Essex,  MA  1 Jun 
(RH).  High  tallies  for  southbound 
migrants  included  800  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  at  Crane’s 
Beach,  Ipswich,  Essex,  MA  30 
Jul  (EJ);  550  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
at  Plum  1.  19  Jul  (P&FV);  220 
Willets  (race  semipalmatus)  at 
South  Beach  20  Jul  (BN);  15 
Willets  (race  inornatus ) at 
South  Beach  9 Jul  (BN);  30 
Hudsonian  Godwits,  400  Red 
Knots,  1500  Sanderlings,  2000 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  and 
1600  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
at  South  Beach  20  Jul  (BN); 
5000  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers at  Plum  I.  25  Jul  (RH); 
and  1300  Least  Sandpipers  at 
South  Beach  13  Jul  (RH).  In 
the  unusual  category  clearly 
belongs  a well-described  Wil- 
son’s Plover  seen  at  Crane’s 
Beach,  Ipswich,  Essex,  MA  6 
Jun  (EJ),  unfortunately  never 
seen  again.  Also  notable  was  a Marbled 
Godwit  at  Sherwood  Island  S.P.,  West- 
port,  Fairfield,  CT  16-19  Jun  (PS);  an 
infrequently-noted  ad.  Baird’s  Sandpiper 
at  Charlestown  Breachway,  Washington, 
RI  16  Jul  (DF);  a Red-necked  Stint  at 
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South  Beach  8-9  Jul  (ph.  BN  et  ah);  a 
Ruff  at  Essex,  Essex , MA  10  Jul  (RH);  a 
scattering  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes, 
including  2 at  Scarborough,  Cumberland, 
ME  27  Jul  (LB),  where  last  year  the 
species  nested;  and  2 Red  Phalaropes 
observed  well  inland  at  Pondicherry 
Wildlife  Preserve,  Jefferson,  Coos,  NH 
13-15  Jul  (fide  BT). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

As  is  usually  the  case,  the  only  South 
Polar  Skuas  recorded  were  2 observed 
well  offshore  on  Georges  Bank  15-16  Jul 
(KD  et  al.).  The  Massachusetts  Laugh- 
ing Gull  population  (the  largest  in  the 
Region)  registered 
1200  pairs,  an  8% 
increase  over  last 
season  (M.D.F.W.). 

A total  of  5 Little 
Gulls  appeared  at 
various  points  in 
Maine,  New 

Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, and 
Rhode  Island,  and 
up  to  3 Black- 
headed Gulls 
occurred  at  Rye, 

Strafford,  NH  3-7 
Jul  (SM,  v.o.),  one 
of  which  was  said 
to  be  sporting  an 
Icelandic  bird 
band.  Tardy  Ice- 
land Gulls 

included  singles  at  Galilee,  Washington, 
R1  5 Jun  (CN);  Provincetown,  Barnsta- 
ble, MA  10  Jun  (BN);  and  Concord 
Point,  Rockingham,  NH  12  Jun  (CM). 
Apparent  hybrid  gulls  observed  were  a 
Herring  x Great  Black-backed  Gull  at 
Nahant,  Essex,  MA  22  Jul  (RH)  and  a 
Herring  x Glaucous  Gull,  for  the  3rd 
year  in  a row,  at  Plymouth,  Plymouth, 
MA  22  Jun  (AB). 

Northernmost  of  the  total  of  6 Royal 
Terns  Regionwide  were  singles  in  Maine 
at  Wells,  York  14  Jun  (CM)  and  Phipps- 
burg,  Sagadahoc  17  Jul  (CC).  Single 
sightings  of  Sandwich  Terns  in  Massa- 
chusetts could  possibly  have  all  per- 
tained to  the  same  bird,  due  to  their  geo- 
graphical proximity  and  clustering  of 
dates.  The  reports  included  single  indi- 
viduals at  Nantucket  I.  and  Muskeget  I. 
11  Jun  (ER,  RV)  and  Edgartown,  M.  V.  7 
Jun  (AK).  Tern  numbers  at  the  tern 
restoration  project  at  White  I.  and 
Seavey  I.,  Isles  of  Shoals,  NH  this  year 
featured  approximately  8000  Common, 
132  Roseate,  and  12  Arctic  Terns  (fide 
BT).  At  L.  Champlain  in  Vermont, 
150-160  pairs  of  Common  Terns  raised 


Little  Gulls  are  scarce  in  New  England  after  May  and  before 
the  early  fall,  so  this  bird  at  Laudholm  Farms  in  Maine  14 
June  2003  (with  the  White-winged  Tern)  constituted  a 
summer-season  rarity.  Photograph  by  Steve  Mirick, 


74  chicks,  an  increase  over  the  past  two 
seasons  ( fide  Mark  LaBarr).  The  Massa- 
chusetts total  of  1715  pairs  of  Roseate 
Terns  was  a 1 7%  increase  over  last  sea- 
son’s tally,  while  a most  impressive 
16,087  pairs  of  Common  Terns  was  an 
all-time  modern  high  count  (fide 
M.D.EW.).  The  increase  in  Common 
Tern  numbers  was  largely  due  to  the 
continued  success  of  a gull  and  preda- 
tor-exclusion project  at  S.  Monomoy  I. 
A count  of  55  Arctic  Terns  in  first-sum- 
mer plumage  at  South  Beach  1 Jul  (RH) 
is  indicative  of  the  way  terns  in  port- 
landica  plumage  regularly  haunt  the 
fringes  of  large,  active  tern  colonies  in 
early  summer.  Six 
Forster’s  Terns  at 
Eastham,  Barn  sta- 
ble, MA  21  Jul  (PF, 
BN)  were  a little 
early  for  such  a 
number.  The  total 
of  2562  pairs  of 
Least  Terns  in 
Massachusetts  was 
down  8%,  and 
marked  the  2nd 
year  in  a row  of 
decline  (fide 

M.D.EW.).  A Bri- 
dled Tern  at  Hydro- 
grapher  Canyon  15 
Jul  (CD,  BP  et  al.) 
was  substantially 
upstaged  by  a 
White-winged  Tern 
in  breeding  plumage  at  Wells,  York,  ME 
13-14  Jun  (SR,  ph.  SM,  v.  o.)  for  a first 
state  record.  A concentration  of  f6 
Black  Terns  at  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  MA 
25  Jul  (MT)  was  notably  early  for  such  a 
high  number.  Seven  pairs  of  Black 
Skimmers  were  present  at  S.  Monomoy 
I.  (fide  M.D.EW.),  and  a single  pair 
nested  at  Sandy  Pt.,  W.  Haven,  New 
Haven,  CT  (fide  GH). 

Out  of  season  were  single  Common 
Murres  at  Cox’s  Ledge,  s.  of  Block  I.,  RI 
5 Jun  (ST),  at  Andrew’s  Point,  Rockport, 
Essex,  MA  21  Jun  (RH),  and  at  White  I. 
and  Seavey  I.,  Isles  of  Shoals,  NH  22-27 
Jun  (RS).  Equally  unusual,  although 
increasingly  regular,  were  5-6  Atlantic 
Puffin  sightings  along  the  coast  in  Jun, 
ranging  from  the  Isles  of  Shoals  to 
Andrew’s  Pt.,  Rockport,  Essex,  MA. 
Unprecedented,  however,  was  a puffin 
in  Narragansett  Bay  at  N.  Kingstown, 
Washington,  RI  3 Jun  (CR,  RF). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

An  alleged  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was 
marginally  photographed  at  Oak  Bluffs, 
M.V.  14  Jul  (Roger  Williams,  fide  AK). 


As  this  would  represent  a first  unequiv- 
ocal record  for  both  Massachusetts  and 
the  Region  as  a whole,  absolute  resolu- 
tion must  await  action  by  the  M.A.R.C. 
In  Maine,  a White-winged  Dove  at  Ban- 
gor, Penobscott  25-29  Jul  (JM,  MP)  rep- 
resented the  11th  state  record.  Cuckoos 
are  sufficiently  elusive  that  tracking 
their  local  abundance  is  frequently  more 
of  an  anecdotal  exercise  than  one  based 
on  science.  Nonetheless,  at  least  one 
seasoned  Granite  State  observer  noted 
that  in  New  Hampshire,  “this  [was]  one 
of  the  better  cuckoo  years  in  recent 
memory  (PH,  fide  BT).”  A solo  Short- 
eared Owl  report  came  from  Chappquid- 
dick  I.,  M.V.  10  Jun  (VL),  one  of  the  few 
remaining  localities  where  this  belea- 
guered breeder  is  making  a (final?) 
stand  in  the  Region. 

The  presence  of  2 Chuck-will’s-wid- 
ows  at  Bourne,  Barnstable,  MA  through- 
out Jun  (Jeny  Ingersoll,/ide  B.O.)  serves 
as  a reminder  that  this  species  is  still 
unconfirmed  as  a breeder  in  the  Bay 
State.  A count  of  30  Whip-poor-wills  at 
Myles  Standish  S.E,  Plymouth,  Plymouth, 
MA  24  Jun  (Gd’E)  was  consistent  with 
recent  past  tallies.  The  ever  uncommon 
and  local  Red-headed  Woodpecker  this 
season  made  at  least  four  Regional 
appearances,  the  most  enigmatic  being 
one  at  Nantucket  I.  7 Jun  (GF).  Consid- 
erably more  unusual  were  2 American 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  at  Baxter  S.P., 
Piscataquis,  ME  5 Jul  (GT,  CCh),  a 
species  that  is  arguably  the  most  diffi- 
cult-to-locate  breeding  bird  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Chester- 
field, Hampshire,  MA  27  Jul  (RP),  if  it 
was  a local  breeder,  was  notable,  as  this 
species  has  all  but  vanished  as  a nester 
in  Massachusetts  in  recent  years.  An 
Acadian  Flycatcher  was  again  present  in 
early  Jun  at  Pawtuckaway  S.P,  Notting- 
ham, NH  (CM,  v.  o.),  a site  where  the 
species  has  nested  in  the  recent  past,  vir- 
tually at  the  n.  extreme  of  range  in  New 
England.  A robust  count  of  35+  Willow 
Flycatchers  at  Plum  I.  7 Jun  (P&FV) 
undoubtedly  included  both  migrant  and 
resident  individuals.  Extralimital  but 
increasingly  frequent  at  this  season  in 
New  England,  Rhode  Island’s  6th  state 
record  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  came 
at  Richmond  18-22  Jun  (SC  et  al.)  and 
Charlestown,  Washington  29-30  Jun  (C. 
Thompson  et  al.).  If  nesting,  the  3 Yel- 
low-throated Vireos  at  Wompatuck  S.P, 
Hingham,  Plymouth,  MA  15  Jun  (P&FV) 
were  quite  unusual  in  this  part  of  Mass- 
achusetts. Similarly  notable,  a Warbling 
Vireo  at  Vineyard  Haven,  M.V.  1 Jul 
(AK)  was  at  a locality  where  the  species 
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is  virtually  unknown  as  a breeder. 

Motivated  by  concern  over  declining 
Bay  State  Purple  Martin  numbers,  a con- 
certed statewide  census  revealed  no 
more  than  159-180  pairs,  along  with 
confirmation  that  most  colonies  are 
located  in  se.  Massachusetts  (fide  DC1). 
Most  interesting  was  a tally  of  160 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
deemed  to  be  migrating  at  Falmouth, 
Barnstable,  MA  19  Jul  (RF).  Well 
known  for  its  early  southward  departure 
after  nesting,  documented  instances  of 
such  significant  early  movements  of 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  are 
virtually  unrecorded  in  New  England. 

The  confirmed  nesting  of  Carolina 
Wrens  at  Bangor,  Penobscott,  ME  22  Jun 
(JM)  was  significantly  n.  of  the  regular 
breeding  range  of  this  species  in  New 
England.  Eastern  Bluebirds,  as  well  as 
Tree  Swallows,  apparently  took  a signif- 
icant hit  following  a severe  winter  and  a 
cool,  rainy  spring.  Carefully  monitored 
“Bluebird  Trails”  in  se.  Massachusetts 
revealed  17  pairs  of  bluebirds  in  134 
nest  boxes  (21  pairs  in  2002)  on  one 
trail  (JM)  and  an  additional  12  pairs  in 
another  134  boxes  (24  in  2002)  on 
another  trail  (MM).  Needless  to  say,  the 
total  number  of  fledglings  was  similarly 
reduced.  The  Bicknell’s  Thrush  popula- 
tion at  Stratton  Mt.,  VT,  carefully  moni- 
tored, suffered  significant  nest  failure, 
with  nine  of  14  nests  located  fledging  no 
young  (/ideJN).  In  the  hill  country  of  w. 
Massachusetts,  Swainson’s  Thrush  num- 
bers have  been  relatively  low  in  recent 
years,  so  a count  of  7 at  Monroe  S.F., 
Franklin  25  Jun  (EN)  was  encouraging. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Good  single-day  counts  on  28  Jun  of  70 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  and  73  Black- 
throated  Green  Warblers  (ML)  within 
the  Ware  R.  watershed,  Worcester  (a 
Massachusetts  Important  Bird  Area) 
reflects  the  fact  that  where  appropriate 
breeding  habitat  exists,  these  breeding 
species  occur  in  substantial  numbers. 
Three  Cerulean  Warblers  at  Quabbin 
Res.,  Hampshire,  MA  6 Jul  (Gd’E)  and  2 
at  Highgate,  Franklin,  VT  16  Jun  (TM) 
were  at  regular  New  England  breeding 
stations.  Of  2 reported  Kentucky  War- 
blers, one  at  Matinicus  Rock  in  the  Gulf 
of  Maine  9 Jun  (V.  Lane)  was  most 
notable.  Equally  interesting  was  a Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  at  Prudence  1.  in  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay,  RI  throughout  Jun  (RE). 
Although  no  evidence  of  nesting  was 
obtained,  it  was  certainly  a possibility. 

“Out  of  place”  best  describes  a male 
Western  Tanager  at  Winter  Harbor,  Han- 
cock, ME  28  Jun  (L&MS)  just  three 


weeks  before  one  turned  up  on  Machias 
Seal  L,  NB.  Clay-colored  Sparrows  appar- 
ently nested  again  at  Grand  Isle,  VT  (DH), 
and  a singing  male  at  S.  Dartmouth,  Bris- 
tol, MA  22  Jun  (CDa)  was  intriguing,  even 
though  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
An  intensive  saltmarsh  survey  in  the  New- 
bury/Plum I.  area  of  Essex,  MA  17  & 21 
Jun  (RH)  registered  an  impressive  total  of 
252  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  and 
37  Seaside  Sparrows,  clearly  indicating  the 
significance  of  this  Important  Bird  Area 
for  these  Regionally  important  species. 
Single  Blue  Grosbeaks  at  Woburn,  Middle- 
sex, MA  5-6  Jun  (MR)  and  S.  Quabbin, 
Hampshire,  MA  25  Jun-6  Jul  (RK,  v.  o.) 
were  seasonally  out  of  place,  as  were  sin- 
gle Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  at  Belgrade, 
Kennebec,  ME  12  Jul  (KG)  and  New  Bed- 
ford, Bristol,  MA  29  Jul  (Carol  Newport). 
At  least  one  pair  of  Boat-tailed  Grackles 
nested  this  year  at  Stratford  Great  Mead- 
ows, Fairfield,  CT  (CB,  fide  GH).  A Euro- 
pean Goldfinch  at  Rockport,  Essex,  MA  30 
Jul  (G.  Soucy)  was  assumed  an  escapee. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu- 
tors (italics),  and  cited  observers:  Denny 
Abbott,  Bill  & Claudia  Ahrens,  Taber  Alli- 
son, Kathleen  Anderson,  Steve  Antell, 
Charles  Barnard,  Jim  Berry,  Louis  Bevier , 
Bird  Observer,  Nick  Bonomo,  Richard 
Bowen,  Ernest  Boykin,  Lysle  Brinker, 
Andrew  Brissette,  Chris  Buelow,  Charles 
Caron,  Sue  Carr,  Carol  Chetkovich  (Ch), 
Doug  Chickering,  David  Clapp  (DCl), 
David  Cole  (Deo),  Chris  Dalton  (Cda), 
Glenn  d’Entremont,  Jody  Despres,  Chad 
Dorsey,  Mike  Emmons,  Rick  Enser,  Steve 
Faccio,  Rachel  Farrell,  Linda  Ferraresso, 
Richard  Ferren,  Dan  Finizia,  Peter  Flood, 
Tom  French,  Granger  Frost,  Dan  Furbish, 
Kay  Gammons,  John  Gaskell,  Carina  Gjer- 
drum,  Carl  Goodrich,  Ben  Griffith,  Greg 
Hanisek,  Eric  Hanson,  Rick  Heil,  David 
Hoag,  John  Hoye,  Pam  Hunt,  Erik  John- 
son, Allan  Keith,  Seth  Kellogg,  Robert 
Kennedy,  Rob  Kipp,  Zack  Klyver,  Vern 
Laux,  Mark  Lynch,  Andy  MacLachlan, 
Don  Manchester,  Judy  Markowsky,  Curtis 
Marantz,  Joey  Mason,  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society,  Mike  Maurer,  Steve  Mir- 
ick,  Ted  Murin,  Ed  Neumuth,  Julie  Nichol- 
son, Blair  Nikula,  Chris  Nunes,  Robert 
Packard,  Ginie  Page,  Sandra  Parker,  Brian 
Patteson,  Robert  Pease,  Simon  Perkins, 
Martha  Pojasek,  David  Provencher, 
Charles  Rafford,  Chris  Raithel,  Edie  Ray, 
Steve  Reinert  (SRe),  Scott  Richardson, 
Marj  Rines,  Lauren  & Mark  Scott,  Penny 
Solum,  Dori  Sosensky,  Gerry  Soucy,  Allan 
Strong,  Rebecca  Suomala,  Bill  Taffe,  Glen 
Tepke,  Bill  Townsend,  Scott  Tsagarakis, 
Mark  Tuttle,  Peter  & Fay  Vale,  Richard 
Veit,  Tom  Wetmore,  John  Young.  © 
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June  was  soggy  and  cold,  continuing 
a cold,  soggy  late  spring.  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware  had  the  wettest  June 
ever  recorded  (25  cm  of  rain,  nearly 
twice  normal),  and  New  York  City  had 
the  wettest  in  a century  (26  cm  of  rain). 
Along  the  coast,  13  consecutive  rainy 
weekends  extended  into  July.  Farther 
north,  rainfall  was  nearer  average,  but  it 
remained  cloudy  and  cool.  July  was  hot 
and  humid  with  more  nearly  normal 
rainfall,  though  it  rained  14  days  that 
month  in  Rochester  and  in  New  York 
City. 

Bad  weather  was  blamed  for  some 
nestling  mortality  in  Ospreys,  Bald 
Eagles,  gallinaceous  birds,  and  insectiv- 
orous birds  (Tree  Swallows,  bluebirds, 
Purple  Martins).  Prevailing  easterlies 
produced  abnormally  high  tides  at  the 
mid-June  full  moon,  compounding  the 
damage  done  to  beach  and  coastal 
marsh  nesters  by  two  extra-high  lunar 
tides  in  May.  We  cannot  measure  the 
losses  exactly,  which  were  offset  some- 
what by  re-nesting,  but  productivity  was 
low  in  these  species. 

Migration  ran  late.  Waders  peaked  in 
the  first  week  of  June,  and  passerines 
were  still  moving  even  later.  For  exam- 
ple, Prothonotary  Warblers  were  at  Cen- 
tral Park,  N.Y.C.  6Jun  (P.  Pollock)  and 
at  Mianus  R.  Gorge,  Westchester , NY  14 
Jun  (TWB  et  al.),  while  Blackpoll  War- 
blers sang  at  Margate,  Atlantic , NJ  18 
Jun  (DAC)  and  at  Webster,  Monroe,  NY 
24  Jun  0-  Boettcher,  N.  Platt). 

Outstanding  events  included  pho- 
tographed Little  and  Red-necked  Stints, 
a banded  MacGillivray’s  Warbler,  and 
the  first  New  York  breeding  of  Sandhill 
Crane. 


Abbreviations:  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay 
Hook  N.W.R.,  near  Smyrna,  DE);  Brig 
(Brigantine  Unit,  Edward  P.  Forsythe 
N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ);  D.N.R.E.C. 
(Delaware  Dept,  of  Nat.  Res.  & Env. 
Cons.);  Broadkill  Beach  (unit  of  Prime- 
hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE);  Fort  Drum 
(Fort  Drum  Military  Installation,  Water- 
town,  Jefferson,  NY);  Jamaica  Bay 
(Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  York 
City);  N.J.D.EG.W.  (Newjersey  Dept,  of 
Fish,  Game  & Wildlife);  N.Y.D.E.C. 
(New  York  Dept,  of  Environmental 
Conservation). 


LOONS  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

Because  Red-throated  Loons  linger  less 
frequently  into  summer  than  Common 
Loons,  several  in  Jul  on  the  Long  I.  and 
New  Jersey  shores,  including  one  in 
alternate  plumage  at  the  Carmans  R. 
mouth,  Suffolk,  Long  I.  19  Jul  (Jim  Clin- 
ton), were  noteworthy.  The  Adirondack 
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Cooperative  Loon  Project’s  "loon 
rangers,”  over  300  strong,  censused 
Common  Loons  again  in  n.  New  York. 
Although  results  were  incomplete  at 
press  time,  they  were  expected  to  resem- 
ble those  of  2002,  when  383  ads.,  59 
chicks,  and  9 imrns.  were  found  on  121 
lakes  (38  lakes  were  loonless),  all  but  six 
of  them  within  the  Adirondack  Park 
(Nina  Schoch).  Elsewhere,  a pair  nested 
for  the  first  time  in  15 
years  on  the  Saint 
Lawrence  R.  in  Morristown 
Twp.,  St.  Lawrence,  NY 
(MS). 

Pied-billed  Grebes,  diffi- 
cult to  find  as  a breeder  in 
Delaware  in  recent  years, 
had  one  confirmed  nesting 
site  near  Wilmington  at 
Harry’s  Pond,  which  is  now 
slated  for  condominium 
development.  A remark- 
able number  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  remained  from  the 
great  spring  invasion:  3 on 
Hoopes  Reservoir,  w.  of 
Wilmington  18  Jun 
(Michael  Smith,  ph.  Bob 
Rufe)  for  the  first  Delaware 
summer  record,  and  singles 
in  the  New  Jersey  Meadow- 
lands  at  Kearny  Marsh 
East,  Hudson  15  Jun  (MBr),  on  Boonton 
Res.,  Morris  4 Jul  (DO,  RR),  and  at  Cam- 
den 22  Jul  (fide  Laurie  Larson).  Only  a 
handful  of  Brown  Pelicans  moved  n.  this 
season. 

Offshore  birding  was  rather  undistin- 
guished, with  the  exception  of  21  Jun, 
when  1000  Greater  Shearwaters  and  500 
Sooty  Shearwaters  were  34  km  se.  of 
Montauk  Pt.  (JP).;  numbers  were  sharply 
down  next  day,  though  about  1000  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels  were  in  the  same 
waters  24  Jun  (JP)-  Among  tubenoses 
seen  from  shore  were  2 Manx  Shearwa- 
ters in  the  rain  1 Jun  off  Shinnecock  (AB, 
SM)  and  one  off  Democrat  Pt.  8 Jun 
(SM),  both  on  Long  I.  Commercial 
whale-watching  trips  26-48  km  off  Cape 
May  found  a few  Cory’s  and  Greater 
Shearwaters  in  late  Jun,  along  with  hun- 
dreds of  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  as  well 
as  an  Audubon’s  Shearwater  24  Jul.  The 
only  Northern  Fulmar  came  to  a fishing 
boat  off  Montauk  22  Jun  (JP). 

After  years  of  increase,  Double-crested 
Cormorant  nests  in  New  York  Harbor 
declined,  for  unknown  reasons,  to  1098, 
an  8.9%  drop  (EJM).  Somewhat  reduced 
numbers  on  L.  Ontario  at  Rochester  were 
attributed  to  the  N.Y.D.E.C.’s  continuing 
population  control  measures,  carried  out 
since  1999  at  Little  Galloo  I.;  the  species 


is  increasing,  however,  along  the  Saint 
Lawrence  R.  (MS). 

HERONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Harry  Armistead  enjoyed  a “nine-bittern 
day”  at  Upper  and  Lower  Lakes  W.M.A., 
near  Canton,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  16  Jun — 
a feat  hardly  replicable  with  American 
Bitterns  farther  s.  in  this  Region.  Six 
Least  Bitterns  at  Tonawanda  W.M.A., 


A remnant  of  the  February/March  2003  invasion  of  the  East  and  Midwest,  this  Red-necked 
Grebe  at  Hoopes  Reservoir  in  Delaware  19  June  2003  was  one  of  several  that  spent 
the  summer  at  this  latitude.  Photograph  by  Bob  Rufe. 


Niagara-Orleans-Genesee,  NY  29  Jun  (P. 
Yoerg),  5-6  at  the  Raritan  Arsenal,  Som- 
erset, NJ  (T.  Boyle,  MBr),  and  15  at 
Supawna  Meadows  W.M.A.,  Salem,  NJ 
(Ward  Dasey)  were  encouraging. 

The  19th  survey  of  the  growing  heron 
population  of  New  York  Harbor,  spon- 
sored by  New  York  City  Audubon, 
showed  a 20%  increase  to  1837  breeding 
pairs  of  eight  species,  59%  (1093)  of 
them  Black-crowned  Night  Herons.  The 
most  encouraging  development  was  a 
four-fold  increase  of  Glossy  Ibis  in  the 
harbor,  to  250  pairs  (EJM).  On  the  down 
side.  Glossy  Ibis  numbers  remain  at 
about  a quarter  of  historic  highs  at  the 
great  Pea  Patch  I.  heronry  off  Delaware 
City  (1042  on  12  Jun,  CB).  That  colony 
continues  to  decline;  the  most  optimistic 
compilation  of  maxima  for  each  species 
gives  a total  of  only  about  1600  birds 
counted  from  the  Delaware  side  (CB), 
compared  to  12,000  pairs  in  1993-1994. 

Our  northernmost  known  Great  Egret 
colony  in  the  Niagara  R.  expanded  again, 
with  29  birds  found  7 Jun  (William  Wat- 
son); they  may  have  bred  again  on  the 
Four  Brothers  Is.  in  L.  Champlain,  but 
study  there  has  been  interrupted 
(JMCP).  A Tricolored  Heron  was  far 
adrift  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY,  on  L. 
Ontario  17  Jun  (KCG).  Cattle  Egrets, 


down  to  only  two  nests  in  New  York  har- 
bor (EJM),  were  also  far  below  historic 
highs  at  Pea  Patch  (206  ads.  12  Jun,  CB); 
there  were  4000  pairs  in  1993.  One  was 
an  excellent  find  at  Eden,  Erie,  NY  20 
Jun  (Don  Harris,  RA). 

Adult  White  Ibis,  rare  in  this  Region, 
showed  up  along  the  coast  from  May 
onward.  It  is  uncertain  how  many  indi- 
viduals were  involved.  One  banded  bird 
at  Jamaica  Bay  23  jun  (Ken 
Allaire)  may  be  the  same  as 
one  earlier  on  Long  I.,  in 
Connecticut,  and  on  Cape 
Cod.  What  was  probably 
another  visited  Cape  May 
off  and  on  in  Jul  (in.  ob.). 
Another  was  seen  along 
the  Delaware  Bay  shore 
from  May  through  mid-Jul. 
More  typical  was  an  imm. 
at  Broadkill  28  Jul  (BP).  As 
in  recent  years,  several 
White-faced  Ibis  were 
identified  in  Delaware  and 
New  Jersey  in  Jul,  but  none 
were  seen  farther  north.  A 
Black  Vulture  at  Oak 
Orchard  W.M.A.,  Genesee, 
NY  26  Jul  (Jim  Pawlicki  et 
al.)  was  remarkably  far 
north  of  its  lower  Hudson 
Valley  breeding  outpost. 

Authorities  in  Union,  NJ  halted  a con- 
troversial program  of  gassing  Canada 
Geese  after  two  days,  2 Jul,  killing  far 
fewer  than  the  2700  authorized  under  a 
federal  permit.  Trumpeter  Swans,  proba- 
bly originating  either  from  a Canadian 
introduction  program  or  from  wildfowl 
collections,  are  still  nesting  in  Wayne, 
NY.  One  tried  unsuccessfully  to  nest  on 
the  outskirts  of  Rochester,  NY.  Declining 
Blue-winged  Teal  went  unreported  in  the 
Rochester  area  and  were  scarce  through- 
out the  Region.  A female  King  Eider, 
one  of  the  least  likely  of  Regional  water- 
fowl  to  linger  after  spring,  summered  at 
Jamaica  Bay.  Thirty-five  Ruddy  Ducks  at 
De  Korte  S.P.  in  the  New  Jersey  Meadow- 
lands  9 Jul  (Rich  Kane),  a former  breed- 
ing area,  were  encouraging. 

DIURNAL  RAPTORS 

Ospreys  had  low  productivity  in  s.  New 
Jersey  and  on  Long  1.  Rain  and  cold 
water  were  thought  to  have  kept  the  fish 
deep.  Prolonged  feeding  forays  by  par- 
ents exposed  the  young  to  hypothermia 
as  well  (KC,  Mike  Scheibel,  N.Y.D.E.C.). 
In  the  Atlantic  bays  of  Cape  May,  NJ,  10 
of  16  nests  failed,  while  the  remaining  6 
produced  11  young  (Bob  & Linda  Car- 
lough).  Jamaica  Bay’s  record  eight  pairs, 
however,  produced  16  young  (DR). 
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Several  shorebird  species  moved  north  late, 
partly  because  of  delayed  egg-iaying  by  Horse- 
hoe  Crabs  in  Delaware  Bay.  This  year's  peak  aerial  count 
of  the  globally-significant  shorebird  concentration 
there  was  the  latest  and  the  smallest  since  counts 
began  in  1986: 100,855  birds  on  3 Jun,  about  half  the 
1997  figure  and  about  a quarter  of  the  highest  1980s 
counts.  These  included  19,800  Ruddy  Turnstones,  9800 
Red  Knots,  7800  Sanderlings,  and  18,000  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  all  low  numbers.  Ominously, 
"weight  gain  has  been  abysmal."  Although  New  Jersey 
imposed  a moratorium  on  the  Horseshoe  Crab  harvest 
from  1 May  to  7 Jun  and  a limit  of  150,000  (half  the 
number  taken  in  2002),  Delaware  backed  out  of  similar 
measures,  under  pressure  from  eel  and  conch  fisher- 
men, who  used  forklifts  to  harvest  Horsehoe  Crabs, 
many  before  they  could  lay  their  eggs. 

Once  again,  up  to  3 subad.  Mississippi 
Kites  were  seen  sporadically  around 
Cape  May  until  25  Jun,  but  there  was 
again  no  sign  of  nesting  and  no  reports 
from  farther  north.  Bald  Eagles  suffered 
some  weather-related  mortality.  New 
York  State’s  75  occupied  nests  had  a 71% 
success  rate  (53  successful  pairs),  com- 
pared with  80%  (56  pairs)  last  year  (Pete 
Nye,  N.Y.D.E.C.).  In  New  Jersey,  they 
expanded  to  40  territorial  pairs,  35  of 
which  laid  eggs.  Ten  failed,  and  the 
remaining  25  fledged  42  young  (KC). 
Delaware,  which  had  only  four  nesting 
pairs  of  Bald  Eagles  in  1982,  now  has  32. 
This  success  apparently  does  not  please 
everyone — a pine  tree  containing  a nest 
with  two  eaglets  was  chain-sawed  down 
on  the  s.  shore  of  Indian  R.  Bay,  Sussex, 
DE.  Ednie  suspects  that  the  property’s 
new  owner  hopes  to  develop  it.  The  New 
York  City  Parks  Department  repeated  its 
controversial  hacking  experiment  again 
this  year,  with  4 eaglets  brought  from 
Wisconsin  to  a platform  in  Inwood  Hill 
Park,  Bronx.  One  of  last  year’s  eaglets  was 
killed  by  a train,  another  was  shot  in  the 
Catskills,  and  the  other  2 vanished. 

Cooper’s  Hawk  nests,  increasing  in 
suburbia,  were  confirmed  in  the  New 
York  Botanical  Garden,  New  York  City, 
and  at  two  localities  in  Suffolk , Long  I. 
Several  pairs  were  present  in  Delaware, 
and  a nest  was  discovered  near  Oak 
Grove,  Seaford,  Sussex  (Glen  Lovelace). 
Merlins  nested  at  Binghamton,  NY 
(Marie  Petuh),  far  south  of  previously 
known  breeding  areas,  and  several  in  late 
Jul  at  Buffalo  suggested  breeding  (MM). 
Peregrines  passed  a major  milestone  in 
New  Jersey  when  two  pairs  laid  eggs  on 


a natural  cliff,  the  Hudson  R.  Palisades. 
One  nest  fledged  the  first  Peregrine  Fal- 
con in  50  years  on  this  classic,  once  fre- 
quently photographed  site.  Cliff  usage  is 
spreading  in  the  Adirondacks;  natural 
sites  produced  29  young  there  this  year 
(18  last  year)  out  of  a state  total  of  88 
(Barbara  Loucks,  N.Y.D.E.C.).  Total 
breeding  pairs  in  New  Jersey  reached  18 
that  fledged  33  young  (KC). 

GROUSE  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Ruffed  Grouse  have  become  hard  to  find 
in  most  of  this  Region,  though  they  still 
outnumber  Wild  Turkeys  in  the  Saint 
Lawrence  River  Valley  of  n.  New  York. 
Both  species  had  low  nesting  success  in 
that  area  because  of  the  weather  (MS). 
Elsewhere,  Wild  Turkeys  were  every- 
where, including  Manhattan’s  Battery 
Park  12  & 28  Jul.  What  is  the  secret  of 
turkey  success,  when  every  other  galli- 
naceous species  is  in  decline? 

Moorhens  were  disturbingly  scarce  on 
the  L.  Ontario  shoreline  w.  of  Rochester 
(RGS).  In  the  Long  1.  and  New  York  City 
areas,  they  seem  to  be  “quietly  disap- 
pearing.” (SS).  As  we  predicted.  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  finally  discovered  nesting 
in  New  York,  near  Savannah,  Wayne 
(John  Van  Neil,  John  Foust).  Two  others 
summered  at  Iroquois  N.W.R,  Genesee- 
Orleans,  NY.  A wanderer  overflew  New 
Dorp,  Staten  I.,  NY  15  Jul  (Cliff  Hagen). 

One  stellar  find  was  a Wilson’s  Plover 
at  Mecox  Bay  7-8  Jun  (SM,  Pat  Lindsay 
et  al.),  the  first  on  Long  I.  since  Mar 
2000.  Former  breeders  in  New  Jersey, 
they  are  now  rare  anywhere  in  this 
Region.  Piping  Plovers,  the  earliest 
beach  nester  and  flooded  out  by  two 
high  lunar  tides  in  May,  suffered  again  in 
the  full-moon  tide  of  mid-Jun  in  unre- 
lenting easterlies.  Gulls,  feral  cats,  and 
human  beings  continue  to  be  a problem; 
someone  cut  exclosures  at  Gilgo  Beach, 
Suffolk , Long  1.  and  removed  some  eggs, 
carefully  leaving  one  in  each  nest.  With 
low  productivity,  the  Long  I.  total  was 
expected  to  slip  a little  below  last  sum- 
mer’s 383  pairs  (MW).  The  Delaware 
population,  at  the  brink  of  extinction 
five  years  ago,  recovered  to  five  nests  and 
14  young,  but  all  of  these  were  at  one 
site.  Cape  Henlopen  (HN). 

The  number  of  shorebirds  loafing 
through  the  early  part  of  the  season  con- 
tinues to  increase.  For  example,  132 
Short-billed  Dowitchers,  95%  in  basic 
plumage,  remained  at  Stone  Harbor  Pt. 
10  Jun  (RC).  1mm.  Upland  Sandpipers 
with  2 ads.  22  Jun  suggested  nesting  at 
Dover  Air  Force  Base,  DE  (F.  Rohrbacher, 
L.  Graff},  but  they  might  have  bred  else- 
where. Breeding  has  not  been  confirmed 


this  far  s.  in  the  Region  for  many  years. 
The  largest  breeding  population  reported 
was  9 in  Leray  Twp.,  Jefferson,  NY,  but 
they  are  “down  considerably  from  past 
years”  at  other  n.  sites  such  as  Fort  Drum 
(MS). 

Two  premium  shorebird  rarities 
appeared  briefly  in  New  Jersey:  a Little 
Stint  at  Stone  Harbor  Pt.  9-10  Jul  (RC, 
M.  Fritz  et  al.)  and  a Red-necked  Stint  at 
Two  Mile  Landing,  Cape  May  21  Jul  (RC, 
ph.  MO’B).  The  only  Curlew  Sandpiper 
was  in  alternate  plumage  at  Brig  18-19 
Jul  (Lloyd  Shaw,  CK,  AM  et  al.).  Ruffs 
were  most  frequently  noted  in  coastal 
Delaware,  as  usual,  where  up  to  4 were 
present  20-26  Jul  at  Bombay  Hook  and 
Taylor’s  Gut,  Woodland  Beach  W.M.A.  A 
Reeve  was  also  at  Brig  19-27  Jul  (CK, 
Frank  Windfelder). 

Few  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  appeared, 
though  one  was  at  Broadkill  on  the  late 
date  of  15  Jun  (ES);  there  is  still  no  evi- 
dence of  breeding  in  this  Region  s.  of  L. 
Champlain.  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
were  moving  late,  with  one  at  Mecox, 
Long  I.  6-9  Jun  (Rex  & Birgit  Stanford) 
and  one  6 Jun  at  Stone  Harbor,  and  they 
returned  early  (Brig  27  Jul,  E Wind- 
felder). 

SKUA  THROUGH  SKIMMER 

The  only  South  Polar  Skua  was  at  sea  s. 
of  Montauk  Pt.  26  Jun  (JP).  Curiously, 
only  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  reported 
from  shore,  at  Democrat  Pt.,  Long  I.  22 
Jun  (Seth  Ausubel,  Isaac  Grant,  Gene 
Herskovics)  and  Sandy  Hook,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  19-24  Jun  (Scott  Barnes). 

The  Laughing  Gull  colony  in  the  Cape 
May  coastal  marshes,  the  worlds  largest, 
suffered  in  the  high  tides  of  late  spring 
and  early  summer,  and  many  did  not  re- 
nest. Although  about  2000  were  shot  at 
JFK  airport  again,  the  adjacent  colony 
holds  stable  at  about  3500  pairs  (DR). 
The  only  Little  Gull  was,  as  expected,  on 
L.  Ontario  28  Jul  at  Hamlin  Beach  (WS). 
The  only  Black-headed  Gull  was  at 
Mecox,  Long  I.  from  late  May  to  7 Jun 
(HMcG).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  are 
now  present  throughout  the  year.  Indi- 
viduals were  on  the  coast  of  all  three 
states,  with  a maximum  of  4 at  Port 
Mahon,  DE  27  Jun  (BP).  On  the  Great 
Lakes,  a subad.  was  at  Hamlin  Beach  S.P. 
1 & 4 Jun  (WS,  C.  Cass).  The  first  suc- 
cessful Great  Black-backed  Gull  nest  on 
the  U.S.  side  of  the  Saint  Lawrence  R. 
was  found  at  Murphy  1.,  Waddington 
Twp.,  Saint  Lawrence,  NY  (MS). 

A few  Gull-billed  Terns  are  still  breed- 
ing in  the  Great  South  Bay  of  Long  I.  in 
Hempstead  Twp.  (John  Zarudski).  Sev- 
eral pairs  hung  around  Bombay  Hook, 
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I where  they  are  surprisingly  uncommon. 
Caspian  Terns  fledged  2 young  again  on 
Tow  I.,  in  Barnegat  Bay,  NJ  QaB). 

Stone  Harbor  Pt.,  Cape  May,  NJ  was 
the  Regions  tern  capital  this  season. 
The  town  settled  a dispute  with  New 
Jersey  Audubon  and  the  Littoral  Society 
over  illegal  spoil-dumping  by  the  cre- 
ation of  4.4  more  acres  of  Piping  Plover 
habitat.  Nine  species  of  terns  were  there 
2 Jul  (MO’B),  including  Arctic,  Roseate, 
Sandwich,  Royal,  and  Black.  It  was  the 
second  consecutive  summer  for  Arctic 
Tern  ashore  at  Stone  Harbor;  this  year 
an  ad.  and  a second-summer  bird  were 
present  (ph.  MO’B).  Some  of  these 
loafers  are  candidates  for  breeding; 
Royal  Terns  have  bred  sparingly  on  the 
New  Jersey  coast,  and  8 ads.  at  Stone 
Harbor  were  seen  courting  and  offering 
fish.  In  addition  to  the  Stone  Harbor 
report,  Sandwich  Terns  (which  breed  as 
close  as  Virginia)  were  reported  from 
Sandy  Hook,  NJ  12  Jun  (one  bird),  with 
5 at  Broadkill  14  Jun  (ES).  Although 
Roseate  Terns  engaged  in  courtship 
feeding  at  Stone  Harbor,  and  hung 
around  Cape  Henlopen,  DE  and  Island 
Beach,  NJ,  the  long-awaited  first 
Regional  breeding  s.  of  Long  1.  still 
eludes  us.  On  Long  I.,  while  Roseate 
Terns  were  slightly  below  average  at 
Great  Gull  1.  (1722  pairs,  Helen  Hays), 
the  lack  of  auxiliary  colonies  is  worri- 
some. The  Great  Gull  Island  Project 
has  encouraged  a colony  on  nearby 
Cartwright  I.,  where  204  nests  were 
marked  5 Jul  (Matthew  Male).  The 
Cedar  Beach  colony  was  spooked  by 
foxes  in  1995,  however,  and  the  Shin- 
necock  population,  once  around  50 
pairs,  has  fallen  to  six  pairs  (MW). 

Six  Forster’s  Terns  nesting  on  Lane’s  I., 
Shinnecock  Inlet  27  Jun  (MW)  seem  to 
be  staking  out  a new  ne.  frontier  on  Long 
1.  The  Great  South  Bay  population  at 
Hempstead  remains  a healthy  158  pairs 
(JZ),  while  the  Jamaica  Bay  colony  is  sta- 
ble with  about  70  (DR).  Least  Terns  suf- 
fered from  high  tides  and  predation. 
About  1750-2000  ads.  were  estimated  in 
New  Jersey,  on  par  for  the  last  decade 
and  a little  better  than  the  years 
2000-2001  (TP,  DJ).  They  fared  poorly 
in  Delaware.  Two  small  colonies  at  Cape 
Henlopen  S.  P.  were  flooded  out.  At  S. 
Bower’s  Beach,  11  nests  fledged  4 
young — a far  cry  from  the  approximately 
200  pairs  in  Delaware  Shores  S.P.  in  the 
1970s  (APE).  The  N.Y.D.E.C.  did  not 
survey  breeding  Black  Terns  in  upstate 
New  York  this  season,  where  they  have 
declined  drastically.  More  lingered  to 
the  s.  than  usual,  with  a maximum  of  6 
at  Stone  Harbor  Pt.  9 Jul  (Gail  Dwyer). 


The  N.  J.  D.EG.W.  estimated  2700  ad. 
Black  Skimmers  in  New  Jersey,  more 
than  last  year  (2200)  but  about  in  line 
with  the  previous  10  years  (TP,  DJ).  Pro- 
ductivity was  a low  0.5  per  pair  because 
of  flooding  and  predation.  Some  delayed 
breeding  until  Jul,  such  as  the  record 
colony  of  250  pairs  in  Barnegat  Inlet 
QaB).  But  a “large  portion  of  the  adult 
population  did  not  lay  eggs  this  year 
(reason  not  clear)”  (TP).  Many  loafed  in 
Delaware  as  usual,  but  55  nests  on 
Assowotnan  Bay  at  Fenwick  I.  on  the 
Maryland  border  (HN),  also  noted  last 
summer,  constituted  the  first  state  breed- 
ing since  boating  pressure  became 
extreme  in  Rehoboth  Bay  in  the  early 
1980s  (DAC). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WRENS 

Riepe  banded  another  30  Barn  Owls  in 
Jamaica  Bay,  where  they  have  adopted 
nest  boxes  on  low  poles  in  the  marsh. 
His  total  is  now  well  over  300.  Common 
Nighthawks  hang  on  in  big  tracts  of 
open  country.  A night  census  of  Fort 
Drum  in  Jun  turned  up  53  (MS),  while 
13  were  found  on  a 10-km  stretch  of  pine 
barrens  roadway  in  the  Wharton  S.E, 
Burlington,  NJ  19  Jul  (PD,  Robert  Dri- 
ver). The  only  urban  rooftop  nest 


reported  was  on  an  old  factory  in  Rock- 
away,  Morris,  NJ  (RR).  The  pioneering 
Chuck-will’s-widow  noted  in  spring  in 
Oswego,  NY  (Robert  Fish,  m.  ob.) — the 
Oneida  Basin’s  first— sang  until  2 Jun. 
Whip-poor-wills  persist  in  fair  numbers 
on  ridge  tops  in  Morris  and  Passaic,  NJ 
(RR,  Elizabeth  Radis)  and  in  the  New 
Jersey  pine  barrens,  where  20  were  call- 
ing on  a 14-km  stretch  of  road  in  Whar- 
ton State  Forest  28  Jul  (PD),  although 
they  are  absent  around  Rochester  (RGS) 
and  in  the  n.  Catskills  (WY).  A night 
census  of  Fort  Drum  in  Jun  tallied  86 
(MS). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  contin- 
ued to  prosper.  At  Jenny  L.,  Saratoga, 
NY,  Yunick  established  his  8th  consecu- 
tive record  by  trapping  183  (127  new,  56 
returns,  one  six  years  old).  He  describes 
his  yard  as  a “war  zone”  in  late  May  and 
early  Jun.  Consumption  of  sugar  set  a 
new  record  of  1072  grams/day  3 Jun,  and 
mounted  again  when  young  left  the  nest. 

The  N.J. D.EG.W.  conducted  its  first 
statewide  census  of  Red-headed  Wood- 
peckers, designated  as  Threatened  in 
New  Jersey.  Only  one  pair  was  found  in 
the  n.  and  center  of  the  state;  25-30  new 
sites  and  eight  traditional  sites  were 
located  in  eight  s.  counties,  most  of  them 


A remarkable  find  anywhere  away  from  Siberia  in  summer  was  this  apparent  longipennis  Common  Tern,  also  known  as 
River  Tern  or  Siberian  Common  Tern,  at  Stone  Harbor  Point,  Cape  May  County,  New  Jersey.  Photograph  by  Michael  O'Brien. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  birds  of  the  season  to  be  documented  in  the  Region,  indeed  one  of  the  most  intrigu- 
3 1 ling  in  many  years,  was  the  apparent  longipennis  Common  Tern,  a Siberian  nester  never  before  recorded  in  the 
Atlantic  basin,  which  was  studied  carefully  at  Stone  Harbor  Pt.  14  Jul  (ph.  MO'B,  m.  ob.).  Old  World  authorities  have 
reviewed  the  series  of  photographs  by  O'Brien  and  concur  with  the  identification  as  longipennis,  probably  a bird  in  its 
second  summer.  See  the  "Changing  Seasons"  essay  for  more  discussion. 


LOME  57  (2004)  • NUMBER  4 


473 


U D SO  N - 1).  E L AW  A RE 


" 


in  Cape  May , Atlantic , Cumberland,  and 
Burlington  (KC,  J.  Dowdell).  All  our  New 
York  reports  are  from  far  upstate,  except 
one  at  Livingston  Manor,  Sullivan  (Wes 
& Amy  Gillingham).  A Red-bellied 

I Woodpecker  at  Fort  Drum  in  Jun  consti- 
tuted the  first  record  there  (MS). 

Western  Kingbirds,  regular  enough  in 
fall,  were  surprising  in  midsummer  at 
Iroquois  N.W.R.  28  Jun  (Terry  Mosher) 
and  almost  simultaneously  28-29  Jun 
around  Stone  Harbor/Cape  May  (AM, 
Terry  McFarland,  Nick  Pulcinella).  Just 
as  remarkably,  single  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catchers appeared  in  three  places:  Keene, 
Essex,  NY,  in  the  Adirondacks,  5 Jul  (A1 
& Susan  Turner  et  ah);  another  the  same 
day  at  Ward  Pound  Ridge  Reservation, 
Westchester,  NY  (TWB,  ph.  Gail  Benson, 
AG);  and  another  convincingly  reported 
by  non-birders  at  Oceanside,  Long  I.  23- 
24  Jul  (fide  SS). 

(Two  singing  male  White-eyed  Vireos 
at  Westfield,  Chautauqua,  NY  21  Jun 

I (Willy  D’Anna,  MM)  aroused  interest,  as 
this  species  has  never  been  confirmed 
breeding  in  nw.  New  York.  Common 

I Ravens  have  bred  in  the  mountains  of 
nw.  New  Jersey  since  1991.  This  sum- 

Irner,  following  increasing  coastal  obser- 
vations, they  made  a major  leap  into  the 
lowlands.  A pair  fledged  young  on  the 
Tenafly-Alpine  stretch  of  the  New  Jersey 
Palisades,  Bergen  (BMo). 

The  Cliff  Swallow  colony  on  the 
Appoquinimink  Bridge  e.  of  Odessa,  DE 
had  nine  nests  and  24  birds  4 Jul  (APE). 
By  23  Jul,  it  had  expanded  to  the  next 
bridge  north,  over  Silver  Run,  Augustine 
Beach  W.A.  (C.  Campbell).  This  species’ 
s.  limit  along  the  coast  is  nearby  in  Mary- 
land. Sedge  Wrens  had  a good  season  in 
Jefferson  and  Saint  Lawrence,  NY,  where 
12-14  were  located  at  several  sites  (MS); 
other  scattered  reports  were  limited  to 
upstate  New  York. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Declining  Golden-winged  Warblers 
were  reported  less  often  than  Brewster’s 
Warblers  around  Buffalo  (MM).  Some 
holdouts  at  the  s.  edge  of  the  range 
could  be  found  in  extreme  n.  New  Jer- 
sey, near  Layton,  Sussex,  in  the  Delaware 
Water  Gap  N.R.A.,  and  in  powerline 
cuts  in  the  Pequannock  Watershed,  Pas- 
saic-Sussex.  Lawrence’s  Warblers  were 
reported  at  Tonowanda  W.M.A.  and 
from  Dutchess  and  Suffolk,  NY. 

An  apparent  hybrid  Northern  Parula 
x Magnolia  Warbler,  believed  in  spring 
to  be  a Sutton’s  Warbler  sang  in  Stokes 
S.F.,  Sussex,  NJ  2 May-18  Jul  (T.  Sudol, 
Michael  Duffy).  Prairie  Warblers  are 
increasing  at  Fort  Drum  (MS)  and  in  the 


Oneida  L.  Basin  of  New  York,  where  a 
singing  male  in  Russia  Twp.,  Herkimer, 
NY  2 Jun  was  70  km  n.  of  known  breed- 
ing areas  (BP).  Proper  successional  veg- 
etation may  matter  more  than  latitude  in 
this  case. 

Prothonotary  Warblers  appear  to  be 
nesting  in  previously  unknown  locali- 
ties in  Union  and  Essex,  NJ  (W.  Peterson, 
DO,  RR)  and  Orange,  NY  in  the  lower 
Hudson  Valley  (Diana  Sheridan).  At  the 
n.  limit,  they  continue  at  Tonawanda 
W.M.A.  and  are  now  established  on 
Oneida  L.  at  Three  Mile  Bay  W.  M.A., 
Oswego,  NY  (BP).  A Connecticut  War- 
bler, rare  in  spring,  was  banded  at  Fort 
Tilden,  Queens,  NY  6 Jun  (Tom  Brown, 
Jarrod  Santora,  Tim  White,  Kristin 
Ampella).  Potentially  the  outstanding 
warbler  of  the  season  was  an  apparent 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  banded  at 
Kaiser-Manitou,  w.  of  Rochester  on  L. 
Ontario,  4 Jun  (Cindy  Marino,  ph.  Lau- 
rie Zagmester).  If  approved  by  the 
N.Y.S.A.R.C.,  this  will  establish  the  2nd 
state  record,  the  first  dating  only  from 
Dec  1999.  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  at 
Alexandria,  Jefferson,  NY  (MS)  was  well 
n.  of  previous  atlas  limits,  and  a Summer 
Tanager  was  beyond  the  Long  I.  breed- 
ing limit  at  Katonah,  Westchester,  NY  9 
Jun  (J.  Askildsen). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  are  engaged  in 
a major  range  extension  across  n.  New 
York.  As  atlas  work  discovered  new 
breeding  areas  in  Allegany,  Cattaraugus, 
and  Wyoming,  an  “unprecedented 
influx”  brought  five  pairs  to  the 
Rochester  area,  three  of  which  nested 
successfully  ( fide  RGS).  Fort  Drum  had 
30+  singing  males,  and  a few  others 
were  in  the  Saint  Lawrence  R.  Valley 
(MS).  One  singing  1-5  Jun  in  the  lower 
Hudson  Valley  at  the  Mohonk  Preserve, 
Ulster,  NY  (Jane  Vecchione,  Lin  Fagan) 
was  not  completely  unprecedented.  This 
species  seems  to  be  invading  from 
Ontario  and  favors  Christmas  tree  plan- 
tations. A Lark  Sparrow  was  surprising 
at  Jones  Beach  14  Jun  (R.  McGrath). 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  numbers  were  “very 
depressed,”  even  in  traditional  locations 
in  the  Saint  Lawrence  R.  Valley  (MS);  5 
at  Lancaster,  just  outside  Buffalo  2 Jun 
(Brendan  Klick,  Don  Harris)  was  the 
biggest  colony  reported.  Dickcissels 
went  unreported. 

Purple  Finches  seem  to  be  recovering 
from  their  crash  of  the  early  1990s  and 
had  a good  season  in  the  St.  Lawrence  R. 
Valley  (MS)  and  in  the  s.  Adirondack 
foothills  (RPY).  An  Evening  Grosbeak 
was  highly  unusual  though  not  unprece- 
dented 16  Jun  at  Ridge,  Long  1.  feeder 
(Joel  Horman). 


Observers  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface):  Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park, 
NYC),  Robert  Andrle  (Niagara  Frontier), 
Andy  Baldelli,  Scott  Barnes  (n.  coastal 
NJ:  scott@njaudubon.org;  Sandy  Hook 
Bird  Observatory,  P.O.  Box  533,  Fort  Han- 
cock, NJ  07732);  Chris  Bennett 
(D.N.R.E.C.);  Michael  Bochnik  (Lower 
Hudson  Valley,  NY:  BochnikM@cs.com; 
86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY  10704), 
Michael  Britt  (MBr),  Elizabeth  Brooks 
(EBr),  Joanna  Burger  (JaB),  T.  W.  Burke 
(NY  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Kathy  Clark 
(N.J.D.F.G.W.),  Richard  Crossley,  Paul 
Driver  (sw.  NJ:  pjdeye@aol.com;  915 
Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins  Park,  PA  19027),  A. 
P.  Ednie  (Delaware:  ednieap@ 

wittnet.com;  59  Lawson  Ave.,  Claymont, 
DE  19703),  Vince  Elia  (s.  coastal  NJ: 
vje@  njaudubon.org;  106  Carolina  Ave., 
Villas,  NJ  08251),  K.  C.  Griffith 
(ckgrif@localnet.com;  Genesee,  NY:  61 
Grandview  Lane,  Rochester,  NY  14612), 
Andy  Guthrie,  Spencer  Hunt  (Susque- 
hanna, NY:  hunts493@clarityconnect.com; 
493  Glenmary  Dr.,  Owego,  NY  13827), 
Dave  Jenkins  (N.J.D.F.G.W.),  Chip 
Krilowicz,  R.  J.  Kurtz,  E.  J.  McAdams 
(New  York  City  Audubon),  Hugh 
McGuinness  (e.  Long  I.:  hmcguinness@ 
ross.org;  12  Round  Pond  La.,  Sag  Harbor, 
NY  11963),  August  Mirabella,  Shai  Mitra, 
Michael  Morgante  (Niagara  Frontier,  NY: 
morgm@adelphia.net;  45  Olney  Drive, 
Amherst,  NY  14226),  Brian  Moscatello, 
Holly  Niederriter  (D.N.R.E.C.),  David 
Orbine,  Bill  Ostrander  (Finger  Lakes, 
NY:  872  Harris  Hill  Rd.,  Elmira,  NY 
14903),  Jack  Passie,  Ed  Patten  (nw.  NJ: 
epatten@sprintmail.com;  9 Cornfield  Ter- 
race, Flemington,  NJ  08822),  Bruce 
Peterjohn,  J.  M.  C.  Peterson  (Adiron- 
dack-Champlain,  NY:  jmcp@juno.com; 
477  County  Rte  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY 
12932),  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Todd  Pover 
(N.J.D.FG.W.),  Bill  Purcell  (Oneida  Lake 
Basin,  NY:  wpurcell@twcny.rr.com;  281 
Baum  Rd.,  Hastings,  NY  13076);  Rick 
Radis  (n.-cen.  NJ:  isotria@bellatlantic.net; 
69  Ogden  Ave.,  Rockaway,  NJ  07866), 
Don  Riepe,  Frank  Rohrbacher,  Sy  Schiff 
(Long  l.-New  York  City:  syschiff@opton- 
line.net;  603  Mead  Terrace,  S.  Hempstead, 
NY  11550),  Mickey  Scilingo  (St. 
Lawrence,  NY:  mickey.scilingo@gte.net;  P. 
O.  Box  2106,  Liverpool,  NY  13089),  Ed 
Sigda,  R.  G.  Spahn  (Genesee  Ornitholog- 
ical Society),  Pat  Sutton  (Cape  May  Bird 
Observatory),  William  Symonds,  Mike 
Wasilco  (N.Y.D.E.C.),  Al  Wollin  (Long  I.: 
4 Meadow  Lane,  Rockville  Center,  NY 
11570),  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk, 
NY:  wyandik@hotmail.com;  269  Schnei- 
der Rd.,  Hudson,  NY  12534),  R.  P. 
Yunick,  John  Zarudski.  © 
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^Virginia  Beach 
Back  Bay  NWR 


This  season  continued  the  spring’s 
pattern  of  cooler  and  wetter 
weather  than  normal,  particularly 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  where  rain  fell 
almost  daily  through  the  period.  As  in 
areas  to  the  Regions  north,  strong  easterly 
winds  compounded  high  tides  at  the  mid- 
June  full  moon  and  overwashed  marsh-, 
wrack-  and  beach-nesting  species’  nests 
on  the  Virginia  barrier  islands,  causing 
extensive  nesting  failure  in  American  Oys- 
tercatcher,  Forsters  and  Gull-billed  Terns, 
Clapper  Rails,  Willets,  Laughing  Gulls, 
and  others.  Many  of  these  losses  were 
already  renestings  from  failures  in  the  pre- 
vious stormy  month.  As  a result,  few 
juveniles  were  observed  at  seasons  end 
and  later  in  the  most  vulnerable  species. 

Abbreviations:  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
Blandy  (Blandy  Experimental  Farm/Vir- 
ginia State  Arboretum,  Clarke,  VA); 
Chine.  (Chincoteague  N.W.R.,  Acco- 
mack, VA);  D.C.  (District  of  Columbia); 
Middle  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay  from  Mary- 
land line  to  Bay  Bridge);  U.M.C.E  (Uni- 
versity of  Maryland  Central  Farm, 
Howard,  MD);  Upper  Bay  (Chesapeake 
Bay  n.  of  Bay  Bridge,  MD).  The  state  for 
each  county  is  noted  the  first  time  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  text. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A single  Common  Loon  was  present  at 
the  Tidal  Basin  in  D.C.  through  3 Jul 
(Jim  Felley),  and  a Red-throated  Loon 
was  at  Ft.  McHenry,  Baltimore,  MD  15 
Jun  (HH,  JBr).  Several  Red-necked 
Grebes  left  over  from  the  spring  invasion 
were  in  Montgomery,  MD  at  Seneca  Cr.  1 
Jun  (DCz)  and  Clopper  L.  through  8 Jun 
(DP),  and  at  Loch  Raven  Res.,  Baltimore, 
MD  21  Jun  (Lori  Brown),  with  a single  in 
Virginia  to  19  Jul  at  either  Burke  L.  or 
Woodglen  L.,  Fairfax  (Sarah  Mayhew, 
KG,  m.  ob.).  A pair  of  Pied-billed  Grebes 
was  at  Blandy  from  19  Jun,  heard  singing 
and  seen  interacting  (Dave  Carr  et  al.), 
but  more  interesting  were  the  following 
breeding  confirmations:  2 ads.,  each 
with  a brood  of  3 young  found  at  Clyde’s 
Pond,  Dick  Cross  W.M.A.,  Mecklenburg, 
VA  3 Jul  (CMS),  and  another  ad.  with  4 
tiny  young  seen  20  Jun  in  Harford,  MD 
(MH). 

A pelagic  trip  out  of  Lewes,  Delaware 
into  Maryland  waters  7 Jun  netted  17 
Sooty  and  4 Greater  Shearwaters  (PG  et 
al.),  and  75  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels.  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels  were  reported  19  & 
26  Jun  on  the  Bay  from  the  ferry  to  Smith 
I.,  Somerset,  MD  (MC).  A small  black- 
and-white  shearwater  in  the  Upper  Bay, 
s.  of  Howell  Pt.,  Kent  Jun  (p.  a.,  tCS)  was 
described  well  enough  to  eliminate 
larger  shearwaters  and  other  seabirds  but 


not  well  enough  to  distinguish  Manx 
from  Audubon’s.  There  are  just  two  prior 
shearwater  reports  from  the  Maryland 
section  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  both  in  the 
context  of  hurricanes:  one  Greater  in 
Somerset  19  Jul  1996  following  Hurri- 
cane Bertha  and  one  Audubon’s/Manx  in 
St.  Mary’s  28  Aug  1998  following  Hurri- 
cane Bonnie. 

Single  American  White  Pelicans  were 
noted  14  Jun  on  the  Patuxent  R.,  Prince 
George’s,  MD  (p.  a.,  Paul  Dumont,  Greg 
Kearns,  Mike  Callahan)  and  13  Jul+  at 
Hog  L,  Surry,  VA  (DC1).  Rare  in  Cecil, 
MD,  a Brown  Pelican  was  reported  from 
Turkey  Pt.  24  Jun  (fide  CS),  while  Cribb 
reported  over  1000  from  Smith  I.,  Somer- 
set 4 Jul,  probably  a Maryland  high 
count.  Pelicans  have  apparently  aban- 
doned the  Spring  I.,  Dorchester,  MD 
colony,  but  a portion  of  the  colony  (pre- 
viously 200+  pairs)  apparently  relocated 
to  Pry  I.,  where  45  nests  with  eggs  (4 
without  eggs)  were  counted  3 Jun  (HTA, 
CRV);  also  found  there  were  two  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant  nests  with  two 
eggs.  Just  off  South  Marsh  I.,  these  con- 
stitute new  Somerset  breeding  records  for 
both  the  pelicans  and  the  cormorants.  At 
the  Cabin  John,  Montgomery,  MD  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant  colony  men- 
tioned in  the  spring  report,  at  total  of  six 
nests,  some  with  young,  was  noted 
(Clive  Harris).  A single  Anhinga  was  at 
Stumpy  L.,  Virginia  Beach  19  Jul  (KB). 

An  ad.  dark-morph  Reddish  Egret  was 


Todd  M.  Day 

5118  Beaver  Dam  Road 
Jeffersonton,  Virginia  22724 
(blkvulture@aol.com) 

Marshall  J.  Miff 

246  East  16th  Street,  Unit  B 
Costa  Mesa,  California  92627 
(miliff@aol.com) 


found  along  the  causeway  to  Chin- 
coteague \ , Accomack  20  Jun  (p.  a.,  Jerry 
Via,  Bill  Akers  et  al.):  Virginia  has  several 
previous  reports  but  no  documented, 
accepted  records  to  date.  Almost  cer- 
tainly the  same  bird,  an  ad.  dark-morph 
Reddish  Egret  appeared  at  Skimmer  L, 
Worcester  23  Jun  (p.  a.,  tj.  Hubbell)  for  a 
first  Maryland  record.  The  description  is 
excellent  and  should  establish  a first 
state  record.  Although  both  the  Virginia 
and  Maryland  birds  were  looked  for  on 
the  following  day,  both  sightings  were 
one-day  only.  An  American  Bittern  at 
Cheltenham  Wetlands,  Prince  George’s  6 
Jun  (Fred  & Jane  Fallon)  may  have 
attempted  breeding,  rare  in  the  state.  A 
Least  Bittern  at  U.M.C.E  through  4 Jun 
(BO  et  al.)  may  have  been  the  first  record 
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of  potential  summering  in  Howard , 
where  they  have  not  bred.  Least  Bitterns 
were  confirmed  as  breeders  on  the  Pied- 
mont of  Virginia  for  the  second  time. 
Catterton  found  a bird  at  Cedar  Run 
Wetlands,  Prince  William  6 Jun  and  was 
able  to  return  several  times  over  the  next 
two  weeks  to  find  2 
juvs.,  one  still  downy 
on  20  Jun.  Also 
reported  at  Cedar  Run 
Wetlands  was  a Little 
Blue  Heron  3 Jun 
(LC)  and  3 Glossy 
Ibis  15-22  Jul  (LC, 

TMD).  Three  Great 
Egret  nests  were 
found  21  Jun  among 
the  Great  Blue  Heron 
nests  at  Mason  Neck 
N.W.R.,  Fairfax  (KG). 

A good  count  of  52 
Cattle  Egrets  was  tal- 
lied at  North  Point 
S.P,  Baltimore,  MD  7 
Jul  (Mary  Chetelat, 
fide  GF).  The  only 
Maryland  White  Ibis 
was  at  Ocean  City, 

Worcester  14  Jul 
(Kevin  Graff). 

An  ad.  Tundra  Swan  was  at  Leggett’s 
Pond,  Hcdifax,  VA  25-28  Jul  (JB1),  and 
another  summered  at  Hurlock  W.T.P, 
Dorchester  (HTA,  v.  o.).  Six  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  were  discovered  on  a 
lake  in  the  Braxton  subdivision  in 
Chesterfield,  VA  2-3  Jun  (p.  a.,  Margrete 
Stinnes,  m.  ob.,  ph.  TMD).  Although 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  are  kept 
in  captivity  and  known  escapees  have 
occurred  in  the  Region,  these  birds  were 
wary  and  showed  no  signs  of  captivity. 
More  importantly,  the  presence  of  a flock 
in  the  Region  strongly  suggests  wild 
occurrence  and,  interestingly,  matches 
the  date  of  another  Regional  record:  a 
flock  of  12  at  Pott’s  Pt.,  Calvert,  MD  6 
Jun  1993.  Maryland  has  two  other 
accepted  records,  and  Virginia  has  five 
others.  This  year’s  record,  as  in  1993, 
comes  in  the  context  of  a much  larger- 
scale  movement  of  this  species.  A late 
Ring-necked  Duck  was  found  28  Jun  at 
Little  Meadows  L.,  Garrett,  MD  (RFR), 
while  up  to  2 continued  through  24  Jul 
at  L.  Elkhorn  (JS  et  al.) , with  one  at 
Wilkins  L.,  Winchester,  VA  (William 
Leigh).  Two  Greater  Scaup  and  a Lesser 
Scaup  summered  in  Kent,  MD,  the  for- 
mer at  Chesapeake  Farms,  and  the  latter 
at  Great  Oak  Pond  (WGE).  A Redhead 
lingered  at  L.  Artemesia,  Prince  George’s, 
last  seen  2 Jun  (DM),  and  a pair  was  at 
Clopper  L.,  Montgomery,  MD  through  19 


Jun  (Tom  Marko).  A Black  Scoter  was  at 
Pt.  Lookout  S.P,  St.  Maiy’s,  MD  11  Jul 
(MC).  Lingering  diving  ducks  are  rou- 
tine at  Poplar  L,  Talbot,  MD,  where  a 
dozen  Surf  Scoters,  2 White-winged 
Scoters,  2 Long-tailed  Ducks,  and  best  of 
all,  a Common  Goldeneye  were  seen  4 


Only  the  sixth  record  for  Virginia,  these  six  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  spent  a few  days  (here  3 June  2003)  on  suburban 
Lake  Braxton  in  Chesterfield  County,  part  of  a large  flight  of  this  species  out  of  range  in  the  East.  Photograph  by  Larry  R.  Lynch. 


Jun  (JR  fide  LR).  One  Surf  Scoter  was 
seen  off  Cox  Neck,  Queen  Anne’s,  MD  17 
Jun,  8 were  reported  near  The  Wildfowl 
Trust,  Queen  Anne’s  6 Jul  (both  Scott 
Crabtree),  and  2 were  near  Ft.  Story,  Vir- 
ginia Beach,  VA  31  Jul  (Sharon  Stiteler). 
Another  Long-tailed  Duck  was  on  the 
Chester  R.,  Queen  Anne’s  25  Jun  (Danny 
Poet).  Three  Buffleheads  were  reported, 
extremely  unusual  in  summer.  One 
found  28  Jun  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park, 
Fairfax  was  seen  through  the  end  of  the 
reporting  period  (Lori  Keeler,  Gwen 
Petitjean,  Fred  Bogar),  another  was  at 
Clopper  L.  5-8  Jun  (Tom  Marko),  and 
another  8 Jul  at  Ft.  McHenry  (JR  fide 
GF).  Red-breasted  Mergansers  also  lin- 
gered into  summer  a bit  later  than  usual. 
Singles  were  seen  6-8  Jun  at  Clopper  L. 
(Lou  Nielsen),  21  Jun  at  Mason  Neck 
S.P.,  Fairfax  (KG),  22  Jun  at  MacMillan 
Res.,  D.C.  (Denise  Ryan),  and  13  Jul  at 
Point  Lookout  S.P.,  St.  Mary’s  (MC).  A 
Common  Merganser  hen  with  8 young 
was  found  4 Jun  on  the  Little  R.,  Mont- 
gomery, VA  and  seen  again  21  Jun  (Suzie 
Leslie,  Peggy  Spiegel).  Virginia  (and  the 
Region)  has  just  three  prior  breeding 
records,  all  from  Rockingham'  another 
report,  from  Dyke  Marsh,  Fairfax,  seems 
questionable  (cf.  Clapp,  R.B.  1997.  Egg 
dates  for  Virginia  Birds).  Ruddy  Ducks 
are  perhaps  the  third  most  common  div- 
ing duck  to  summer,  after  Red-breasted 
Merganser  and  Surf  Scoter,  but  2 at 
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Staunton  16  Jun  (Allen  Larner)  still  con- 
stituted just  the  2nd  summer  record  for 
well-watched  Augusta,  VA. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  Swallow-tailed  Kites  (a  pair?) 
apparently  summered  near  Sarah’s  Cr., 
Gloucester,  VA  23  Jul+ 
(Joyce  Williams),  caus- 
ing speculation  that 
they  may  be  breeding 
locally.  This  species  is 
not  known  to  breed  n. 
of  South  Carolina,  so 
this  possibility  merits 
close  attention  next 
year,  especially  in  light 
of  summering  Swallow- 
taileds  in  e.  North  Car- 
olina. Mississippi  Kites 
were  reported  regularly 
from  n.  Virginia,  well 
away  from  their  known 
stronghold  in  Greens- 
ville and  Southampton 
Counties.  A pair  was 
routinely  seen  in  the 
Waynewood  subdivi- 
sion in  Fairfax  24  Jun+ 
(Don  Peterson),  and  2 
ads.  and  2 young  were  reported  through 
30  Aug.  Other  Virginia  birds  were  found 
in  Halifax,  Prince  William,  and  Freder- 
icksburg, totaling  four  reports.  Still  not 
as  well  established  in  Maryland,  and  with 
no  indications  of  breeding  to  date,  one 
bird  was  reported  21  Jun  n.  of  the  Black- 
water  R.,  Dorchester  (HLW,  LMD).  We 
received  a detailed  report  on  Peregrine 
Falcon  nesting  in  Virginia  (Watts,  B.D., 
S.M.  Padgett,  and  M.A.  Byrd.  2003.  Vir- 
ginia Peregrine  Falcon  monitoring  and 
management  program:  Year  2003  report. 
CCBTR-03-05.  College  of  William  and 
Mary,  Williamsburg,  VA).  Peregrines 
nested  on  Virginia’s  Eastern  Shore,  on  the 
James  R.,  and  there  was  one  pair  on  the 
Rappahannock  R.  Pairs  occupied  18  of 
the  52  nest  structures  in  the  state,  and  17 
of  those  pairs  nested  and  raised  29 
chicks.  Of  14  nests  that  were  closely 
monitored,  just  61%  of  the  eggs  hatched, 
and  three  chicks  that  hatched  died,  pos- 
sibly as  a result  of  complications  from 
infection  with  West  Nile  Virus.  What  this 
means  for  the  future  of  the  population  is 
unknown. 

A rare  breeder  in  the  Region,  a Sora 
was  reported  3 Jun  from  the  North 
Branch  of  the  Patapsco  R.,  Carroll,  MD 
(HH),  while  as  many  as  3 were  heard 
calling  at  Cedar  Run  Wetlands,  Prince 
William  6 Jul  (LC,  TMD,  SH,  ICT).  A 
Common  Moorhen  was  at  Blandy  19-29 
Jun  (Dave  Carr,  JL,  JLa).  Black-necked 
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Table  1.  Nest  totals  for  selected  species  at  Poplar 
I.,  Talbot,  MD  (from  HTA).  This  fairly  new  facility  has 


been  managed  to  a certain  extent  for  tern  nesting, 
and  the  construction  of  this  island  has  created 

much  new  habitat  for  Common  and  Least  Terns  in 

the  state. 

Species 

Count 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

495  nests 

Herring  Gull 

190  nests 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

10,  approximately 

Common  Tern 

827  nests 

Least  Tern 

76  nests 

Willet 

one  nest,  at  least 

Stilts  were  seen  several  times  at  Craney, 
with  a high  count  of  13  on  24  Jun  (EE), 
and  a 3 were  along  the  causeway  to 
Chincoteague  I.,  Accomack  21  Jun  (ESB 
et  ah)-  The  lone  Maryland  report  was  20 
Jun  from  Elliott  1.,  Dorchester  (FS), 
where  they  seem  to  be  declining  as 
breeders  as  rapidly  as  they  colonized. 
American  Avocets  were  found  28-31  Jul 
at  Craney,  with  as  many  as  7 reported 
(EE),  and  one  was  at  Ft.  McHenry  28  Jul 
(JP,  fide  Keith  Eric  Costley).  Migrating 
Whimbrels  were  noted  in  coastal  Worces- 
ter 16  Jul,  with  flocks  of  5 and  10 
reported  at  different  locations  (FS,  MH, 
Zach  Baer).  Inland  Ruddy  Turnstones  are 
always  unusual  in  the  Region,  but  the  20 
reported  from  Cedar  Run  Wetlands, 
Prince  William  1 Jun  were  unprecedented 
(KG)  and  apparently  the  result  of  a small 
fallout  due  to  inclement  weather. 

A Western  Willet  and  Marbled  Godwit 
were  early  at  Chine.  21  Jun  (TS,  ESB, 
SWH).  Compared  to  recent  years,  shore- 
birds  were  present  in  good  numbers  at 
Chine,  in  late  Jul:  3200  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  (many  hendersoni ),  72  Stilt 
Sandpipers,  and  an  early  Dunlin,  all  on 
23  Jul  (ESB).  Two  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
at  Cedar  Run  Wetlands,  Prince  William 
30  Jul,  unusual  on  the  Piedmont  (LC).  A 
Red-necked  Phalarope  was  noted  at 
Craney  17  Jul  (EE),  while  2,  with  a 
female  still  in  bright  plumage,  were  dis- 
covered at  Chine.  27  Jul  (Mitchell  & 
Lois  Byrd). 

Four  reports  of  Sandwich  Tern  were 
submitted  from  Worcester  2 Jun-16  Jul, 
with  a high  count  of  3 but  no  sign  of 
nesting.  A Sandwich  Tern  at  Little  Fox  I., 
Accomack,  VA  31  Jul  (HTA  et  al.)  also 
showed  no  sign  of  nesting  among  the 
Royal  Terns  (440  young  banded  there 
this  summer);  nesting  would  be 


m 


unprecedented  for  Chesapeake  Bay 
(away  from  Fisherman  I.).  Nearby 
Poplar  I.,  MD  held  many  nesting  terns 
this  year  (Table  1). 

An  Arctic  Tern  was  seen  in  Maryland 
waters  during  the  7 Jun  pelagic  trip  out 
of  Lewes,  Delaware  (p.  a.,  tMH,  PG  et 
al.).  Although  Arctic  Tern  is  surely  an 
annual  migrant  in  small  numbers  in 
pelagic  waters  off  Maryland,  and  despite 
the  fact  that  there  are  17  reports  for  the 
state,  there  are  just  three  accepted 
records  to  date.  Least  Tern  was  noted 
repeatedly  9-16  jun  (KG)  at  Dyke 
Marsh,  Fairfax,  where  nearby  breeding 
should  be  considered,  and  a pair  in 
breeding  plumage  was  found  30  Jun  on 
the  James  R.  along  the  Goochland  and 
Powhatan  line,  a most  unusual  record  for 
the  Virginia  Piedmont  (CMS).  Four 
Black  Skimmers  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot  4 Jun 
(JR,  fide  LR)  were  in  the  Middle  Bay, 
where  rare. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  provided  a 


first  Rockingham,  VA  record  28-30  Jun 
near  Cross  Keys  (Leonard  Teuber,  Clair 
Mellinger,  ph.  BTe).  Alder  and  Least  Fly- 
catchers reported  in  Baltimore  8 Jun 
(Cathy  Carroll)  were  late  migrants, 
while  a Least  19  Jul  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Howard  (BO,  RC)  was  more  enigmatic, 
falling  outside  this  species’  typical 
migration  period.  A Willow  Flycatcher  at 
Craney  4-18  Jun  (DC1)  represented  a 
remarkable  summering  record  for  se. 
Virginia,  where  they  are  not  yet  known 
to  breed. 

As  many  as  5 Cliff  Swallow  nests  were 
found  15  Jun  over  Broad  Cr.  (Mike 
Burchett,  MH),  rare  for  Harford.  On 
Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore,  nesting  by  two 
pairs  was  suspected  at  the  MD-14  cross- 
ing of  Marshyhope  Cr.,  Dorchester  21  Jun 
(GL);  Eastern  Shore  nesting  for  Cliff 
Swallow  was  first  discovered  just  two 
years  ago  but  has  now  been  reported 
from  three  or  four  locations  in  two  coun- 
ties. Virginia  Coastal  Plain  reports  con- 
tinue from  areas  around  Fairfax,  with 
birds  observed  5 & 6 Jun  at  Difficult  Run 


Last  year's  Western  Kingbird  returned  this  season  to  Ft.  McHenry,  Baltimore  City,  MD,  where  it  again  engaged  in 
various  nesting-related  antics  with  an  Eastern  Kingbird.  Last  year,  the  Western  Kingbird  was  seen  7 May-30  Jun 
(also  a sighting  in  Jul  at  nearby  Camden  Yards  Stadium),  and  assisted  an  Eastern  Kingbird  in  the  building  of  two  nests,  but 
had  both  nests  destroyed  by  Fish  Crows.  This  year  the  Western  Kingbird  was  first  seen  1 0 Jun  and  was  seen  daily  through 
31  Jul.  Jim  Peters  kept  close  watch  on  the  bird  this  year;  a summary  of  his  observations  follows. 

The  Western  Kingbird,  a presumed  male  by  behavior,  was  clearly  territorial,  driving  off  grackles  and  crows  and  appar- 
ently calling  to  an  Eastern  Kingbird  in  the  area.  It  became  evident  that  a pair  bond  had  formed,  and  on  23  Jun  the  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  found  sitting  on  a nest,  apparently  incubating,  and  the  Western  would  incubate  when  the  Eastern  left  the 
nest.  The  Western  also  would  bring  food  to  the  Eastern.  On  2 Jul,  Peters  observed  the  Eastern  Kingbird  removing  a fecal 
sac  from  the  nest,  and  for  the  next  week,  the  ad.  birds  fed  the  young,  with  the  Eastern  assuming  90%  of  the  care  of  the 
young  and  the  Western  typically  standing  sentry.  By  8 Jul,  the  young  were  visible,  and,  contrary  to  expectations,  they 
looked  to  be  perfectly  typical  Eastern  Kingbirds.  The  young  had  fledged  by  17  Jun,  and  both  species  continued  to  feed  the 
young  and  drive  intruders  out  of  the  territory  until  31  Jul.  Although  the  ad.  Eastern  and  2 juvs.  were  readily  found  there- 
after, the  Western  was  not  seen  again,  despite  searching. 

Although  Western  Kingbird  has  hybridized  with  the  closely-related  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  Eastern  and  Western 
Kingbirds  are  not  known  to  have  hybridized  (Pyle,  P.  1 997.  Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Birds ; M.T.  Murphy,  pers. 
comm.);  we  have  not  heard  the  outcome  of  the  Michigan  pairing  reported  in  A.B.  42: 1292  and  mentioned  in  NAB.  56: 
294.  It  is  not  yet  known  if  Eastern  and  Western  Kingbirds  would  be  capable  of  producing  young,  let  alone  fertile  young. 
Dr.  Michael  T.  Murphy,  of  Portland  State  University,  has  studied  Eastern  Kingbirds  extensively  and  provided  comments  to 
Les  Roslund  that  gave  some  context  for  what  may  have  happened.  Dr.  Murphy  reports  that  extra-pair  copulation  in  East- 
ern Kingbirds  is  fairly  common,  and  that  60-70%  of  paired  males  lose  paternity,  and  furthermore  that  up  to  25%  of  males 
may  not  successfully  father  any  young,  either  in  paired  or  unpaired  copulations.  No  copulations  were  observed  in  the 
Maryland  mixed  pairing,  nor  were  any  male  Eastern  Kingbirds  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Dr.  Murphy  points  out  that  this  is 
not  surprising,  given  that  kingbirds  apparently  copulate  in  the  pre-dawn  darkness  (the  time  at  which  the  often  unique 
dawn  flycatcher  songs  are  sung)  and  that  it  is  the  females  that  travel  (sometimes  quite  some  distance)  in  search  of  males 
for  extra-pair  copulation,  rather  than  vice-versa.  If  the  Western  Kingbird  returns  next  summer,  we  will  look  forward  to 
another  fascinating  saga.  Many  thanks  to  Jim  Peters,  Gail  Frantz,  Keith  Eric  Costley,  and  Elliot  Kirschbaum  for  assistance  in 
compiling  this  summary. 
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place.  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at 
U.M.C.E  2Jun  (BO,  EH,  JS)  was  a some- 
what late  migrant  and  potentially  the 
first  inland  report  in  spring  in  Maryland. 
A Swamp  Sparrow  was  seen  there  the 
same  day.  White-throated  Sparrows 
sometimes  summer  in  the  Region,  for 
reasons  unknown.  This  year’s  reports 
included  one  in  a Parsonsburg  yard, 
Wicomico,  MD  13  Jun  (ELP),  one  in  a 
Darnestown  yard,  Montgomery,  MD  3 Jul 
(LS),  and  one  near  Elkton,  Rockingham  6 
Jul  (Mike  Smith,  fide  John  M.  Irvine). 
Bobolinks  continue  to  breed  on  the  Vir- 
ginia Piedmont,  but  just  barely,  thus  2 
birds  23-24  Jun  at  Lucketts,  Loudoun 
were  notable  (Roger  B.  Clapp). 

Undocumented  reports:  We  received 
undocumented  reports  of  a Sandhill 
Crane  along  Interstate  64,  New  Kent , VA, 
and  of  an  extremely  early  Bairds  Sand- 
piper at  Chine.  19  Jul,  along  with  2 
Ruffs. 

Observers  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Henry  T.  Armistead,  Karen  Beatty,  Debbie 
Bennett  ( Caroline , P.O.  Box  404  Denton, 
MD  21625),  Jeff  Blalock  (JBl),  Jim 
Brighton  (JBr),  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Laura 
Catterton,  David  Clark  (DC1),  J.  Wallace 
Coffey,  Jane  Coskren,  Patty  Craig  (St. 
Marys,  P.O.  Box  84,  Lexington  Park,  MD 
20653),  Marty  Cribb,  Ralph  Cullison, 
Dave  Czaplak  (DCz),  Lynn  M.  Davidson, 
Todd  M.  Day,  Walter  G.  Ellison,  Elisa 
Enders,  Gail  Frantz,  Kurt  Gaskill,  Paul 
Guris,  Matt  Hafner,  Steven  W.  Hairfield, 
Sue  Heath,  Hans  Holbrook,  Emy 
Holdridge,  Elliot  Kirschbaum,  Jake 
Langeslag  (JLa),  Jon  Little,  Glen  Lovelace, 
Paul  Mocko  (VA-BIRD  internet  group), 
Dave  Mozurkewich,  Bonnie  Ott,  Helen  A. 
Patton  ( Montgomery , 429  Hamilton  Ave., 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20901),  Elizabeth  L. 
Pitney  ( Wicomico , 7218  Walston  Switch 
Rd.,  Parsonsburg,  MD  21849),  Jim  Peters, 
Dave  Powell,  Jan  Reese,  Robert  E Ringler, 
Les  Roslund,  Norm  Saunders  (MDOsprey 
Internet  Group),  Tom  Saunders,  Fred 
Shaffer,  Lydia  Schindler  (Voice  of  the  Nat- 
uralist), Jo  Solem  ( Howard , 10617  Grae- 
loch  Rd.,  Laurel,  MD  20723),  Christopher 
Starling,  C.  Michael  Stinson,  Brenda  Tekin 
(BTe),  Mary  Ann  Todd,  Ian  C.  Topolsky, 
Craig  Turner,  Charles  R.  Vaughn,  Hal  L. 
Wierenga.  © 


and  Reston,  respectively  (Fred  Atwood, 
Liz  Koomin),  and  one  18  Jun  at  Long 
Branch  Park,  Arlington  (Val  Kitchens, 
Joanna  Taylor).  Another  Virginia  Coastal 
Plain  colony  under  a bridge  over  the 
Mattaponi  R.  at  Walkerton,  King  and 
Queen/King  William,  VA  involved  up  to  a 
dozen  nests  18  Jun  (TMD);  this  colony 
was  also  present  last  year.  Clapp  (1996; 
see  above)  reports  a Coastal  Plain  breed- 
ing record  from  near  Hopewell  in  1979, 
and  four  egg  clutches  collected  in  1927 
and  1891,  at  Morrison  and  Denbigh, 
respectively.  A likely  breeding  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  was  on  Iron  Mt.,  Smyth, 
VA  11  Jun  (Ron  Harrington,  JWC).  Sin- 
gle Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  at  Warren, 
VA  5 Jun  (JL),  Blandy  24  Jun  (JLa,  Tom 
Kennedy),  near  Chase  City,  Mecklenburg 
3 Jul  (CMS),  and  Burke’s  Garden, 
Tazewell,  VA  13  Jul  (Brian  Kane). 

A Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  late  in 
n.  Anne  Arundel,  MD  2 Jun  (Stan  Arnold). 
A pair  of  Myrtle  Warblers  was  at  New 
Germany  S.P.,  Garrett  29  Jun  (DCz, 
MAT);  although  several  summer  annually 
in  Garrett,  nesting  evidence  has  been 
obtained  there  only  once.  A singing  alter- 
nate-plumaged  male  Myrtle  Warbler  was 
seen  in  a Red  Cedar  stand  at  Big  Mead- 
ows in  Shenandoah  N.P.,  Madison,  VA  26 
Jul  (CT,  Diane  Holsinger).  There  were 


two  reports  of  exceptionally  late  Black- 
poll  Warblers:  the  first  was  of  2 birds  22 
Jun  along  the  C&O  Canal  path  in  D.C. 
(Mike  Bowen)  and  the  other  4 Jul  at  Four 
Mile  Run,  Arlington  (Malcolm  Scully). 

Dickcissels  were  again  found  through 
the  period  at  Piedmont  locations  in  n. 
cen.  Virginia,  all  in  Fauquier  or  Culpeper. 
An  ad.  was  seen  feeding  young  at  Rem- 
ington, Fauquier  2 Jul  (TMD).  Maryland 
Eastern  Shore  Dickcissel  reports  were 
confined  to  Queen  Anne’s  and  two  loca- 
tions in  Caroline.  A female  Dickcissel  at 
Hooper  I.,  Dorchester  9 Jun  (L.  Willey) 
was  in  habitat  that  indicated  a migrant 
bird.  Four  singing  Savannah  Sparrows  at 
Cecilton,  Cecil  17  Jun  (WGE)  repre- 
sented the  first  modern  indication  of 
breeding  on  Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore 
and  a significant  range  extension  from 
the  next  closest  birds  in  Carroll  and  Fred- 
erick. Two  singing  at  Mullinix  Rd., 
Howard  10  Jun  (JC  et  al.)  were  closer  to 
those  breeding  grounds  but  still  out  of 
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r A Four  male  and  up  to  3 female  Sedge  Wrens  were  present  in  a wet  meadow  outside  of  Blacksburg,  l/lont- 
J Ixgomery  from  mid-May  until  August.  Ryan  Mays  found  a single  nest  4 Jun  containing  seven  eggs.  A check  9 Jun 
revealed  young  estimated  at  one  to  three  days  old,  and  the  nest  was  empty  when  checked  17  Jun.  Two  immatures 
were  found  6 September  near  the  nest  site.  A rare  breeder  in  the  Region,  this  is  believed  to  be  the  first  nest  with  con- 
tents discovered  in  Virginia. 
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This  summer’s  weather  was  vastly  dif- 
ferent from  last  year’s.  While  2002 
saw  a drought  over  much  of  the 
Region,  this  year  there  was  ample  rainfall  in 
most  areas,  making  the  drought  only  a mem- 
ory. Temperatures  were  mostly  average,  with 
only  a few  days  of  really  hot  weather.  What 
this  meant  to  the  nesting  successes  of  the 
birds  varied,  depending  on  where  and  how 
much  rain  fell.  There  were  no  reports  of  any 
major  nesting  failures.  Some  highlights  this 
summer  were  an  influx  of  summering  loons 
along  North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks,  the 
continued  presence  of  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks,  and  summering  Swallow- 
tailed Kites  in  southeastern  North  Carolina. 

Abbreviations:  B.R.C.  (Bird  Records 
Committee);  C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras, 
NC);  E.L.H.  (E.L.  Huie  Land  Application 
Facility,  Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Hunting- 
ton  Beach  S.P.,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper  Lane, 
Henderson,  NC);  K.  Mt.  (Kennesaw  Mt. 
National  Battlefield  Park,  GA);  P.I.  (Pea  I. 
N.W.R.,  NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site, 
Jasper,  SC). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Unexpected  in  summer  was  the  Pacific 
Loon  in  mostly  basic  plumage  present 
along  North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks. 
First  seen  at  P.I.  3 Jul  (MS),  the  bird  was 
later  observed  at  S.  Nags  Head  15  (JL, 
SM)  & 19  Jul  (BC).  This  bird  was  part  of 
the  higher-than-usual  number  of  loons 
found  summering  in  that  area,  probably 
due  to  the  presence  of  cold  Labrador 
Current  water  lingering  longer  than  nor- 
mal in  Jun  and  an  upwelling  of  cold 
water  later  in  the  season.  Common 
Loons  were  observed  throughout  the 
summer,  with  a peak  count  of  18  from 
Nags  Head  to  P.I.  20  Jul  (RD).  Pelagic 
trip  highlights  from  North  Carolina’s 
Outer  Banks  included  a dark-morph 
Herald  Petrel  off  Hatteras  7 Jun  (BP  et 
al.),  a Fea’s  Petrel  only  43  km  se.  of  Hat- 
teras 14  Jun  (BP),  a White-tailed  Trop- 
icbird  off  Manteo  26  Jul  (BP  et  al.),  sin- 
gle Red-billed  Tropicbirds  off  Hatteras  7 
(BP  et  al.),  14,  & 30  Jun  (BP),  and  a 
Masked  Booby  off  Manteo  26  Jul  (BP  et 
al.).  Elsewhere  a subad.  Masked  Booby 
was  a surprise  onshore  at  Beacon  1., 
Ocracoke  Inlet,  NC  18  Jul  (JW  et  al.). 
Northern  Gannets  also  lingered  more 
than  usual  this  summer,  with  the  best 
reports  being  one  at  Litchfield  Beach,  SC 
26  Jun  (fide  WC),  3 imms.  at  S.  Nags 
Head,  NC  20  Jul  (RD),  and  2 ads.  and  3 
imms.  at  S.  Nags  Head  19-20  Jun  (PB). 

The  peak  American  White  Pelican 
count  once  again  came  from  the  S.S.S., 
with  101  there  27  Jul  (SC).  Inland  Brown 
Pelicans,  always  noteworthy,  included 
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one  at  L.  Junaluska,  Haywood,  NC  in 
early  Jun  ( fide  WF),  one  at  L.  Wylie, 
Mecklenburg,  NC  28  Jun-1  Jul  ( fide  TP), 
and  2 at  Hammock  L.,  Lowndes,  GA  18 
Jul  (fide  BPm).  This  summer’s  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  reports  involved  singles 
in  the  Blackbeard  I./Little  St.  Simons  I., 
GA  area  10-11  Jun  (BB),  C.  Hatt.  29  Jun 
(fide  RT),  and  S.  Nags  Head,  NC  11  Jul 
(fide  RD).  Georgia  had  2 Great  White 
Herons:  one  on  the  Floyd  College  cam- 
pus, Rome  30  Jul  (fide  SS)  and  one  at  L. 
Sinclair,  Baldwin  27  Jul  (]Fl,  EH).  Inland 
wandering  of  long-legged  waders  was 
rather  uneventful  this  year,  possibly  due 
to  high  water  levels  over  most  of  the 
Region.  Of  note,  though,  was  the  report 
of  2 imm.  Tricolored  Herons  22  jul-  in 
Henderson,  NC  (WF),  a species  rarely 
reported  from  the  mountains.  Reddish 
Egret  reports  were  about  normal,  with 
the  best  counts  being  3 near  Tybee  I.,  GA 
5 Jul  (DB),  3 on  Shackleford  Banks, 
Carteret,  NC  20  Jul  (SB,  EE),  and  2 at 
H.B.S.P  21  Jul  (ST).  Roseate  Spoonbills 
wandered  widely  this  summer.  Reports 
away  from  the  usual  s.  coastal  Georgia 
area  included  9 at  Little  St.  Simons  1.,  GA 
21  Jul  (fide  BN),  3 at  Harris  Neck 
N.W.R.,  GA  13  Jun  (MR),  one  at  Sunset 
Lakes,  Sunset  Beach,  NC  30  Jul  (DH), 
and  a small  flock  at  the  S.S.S.  from  late 
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Jun  through  the  end  of  the  period,  with  a 
peak  of  8 on  6 Jul  (SC). 

Several  Wood  Storks  wandered  far 
inland,  with  one  in  Snellville,  Gwinnett, 
GA  5 Jul  (fide  JS),  one  at  the  E.L.H.  13 
Jul  (JS  et  al.),  one  at  Howell  Woods, 
Johnston,  NC  24  Jun  (SCb  et  al.),  and  one 
w.  of  Elizabethtown,  Bladen,  NC  14  Jun 
(BG).  The  influx  of  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks,  first  noted  in  the 
spring,  continued  with  15  at  a pond  in 
Tibwin,  Charleston,  SC  5 Jun  (RL),  9 at 
the  S.S.S.  27  Jun  (SCo),  a “flock”  at 
Savannah  N.W.R.,  SC  13  Jun  (fide  DCh), 
1-2  at  Donnelley  W.M.A.,  Colleton,  SC 
28-29  Jul  (ND  et  al.,  MM),  and  2 at 
Sneads  Ferry,  Onslow,  NC  10  Jun  (fide 
JF).  These  birds  most  certainly  represent 
naturally  wandering  individuals,  again 
most  likely  from  the  Florida  population. 
Lingering  or  summering  waterfowl  of 
note  included  an  American  Wigeon  and 
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a Ring-necked  Duck  at  the  S.S.S.  1 Jun 
(SC),  a Greater  Scaup  at  the  S.S.S.  from 
the  spring  until  27  Jun  (SC),  2 Lesser 
Scaup  at  L Marion,  SC  26  Jun  (LM),  a 
Surf  Scoter  at  Ft.  Macon,  NC  throughout 
the  period  (RN),  and  3 Red-breasted 
Mergansers  at  the  Savannah  R.  Lock  & 
Dam  Park,  Richmond,  GA  12  Jul  (BL, 
DV).  The  latter  birds,  a male  and  2 
females,  provided  the  first  inland  Jul 
record  for  that  state.  Two  broods  (8 
young  and  2 young)  of  Blue-winged  Teal 
at  the  S.S.S.  this  summer  8 & 27  Jun 
(SC)  provided  rare  nesting  reports  for 
South  Carolina. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Swallow-tailed  Kites  made  news  in  se. 
North  Carolina  this  summer.  Birds  first 
noted  during  the  spring  along  the  Cape 
Fear  R.  near  the  Bladen-Columb us  line 
continued  throughout  the  summer.  Kites 
were  seen  over  the  river  and  over  nearby 
fields,  with  the  peak  count  being  10  on 
19  Jul  (SMr  et  al.).  With  the  presence  of 
at  least  4-6  Swallow-taileds  for  the  entire 
period,  nesting  probably  took  place 
locally.  This  species  has  not  been  con- 
firmed as  a nester  in  the  state.  Elsewhere 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  good  finds  at 
Rodanthe,  NC  27  Jun  (fide  SCo)  and 
near  Chapel  Hill,  NC  8 Jul  ( fide  CF). 
Peak  counts  from  more  typical  areas 
included  34  s.  of  Allendale,  SC  26  Jul 
(RC,  CE)  and  20-25  in  Long,  GA  19  Jul 
(fide  TM).  Mississippi  Kite  nesting 
reports  came  from  the  usual  localities  in 
North  Carolina  again  this  summer.  Only 
one  or  two  summer  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
reports  were  received,  all  from  the 
mountains.  Coopers  Hawk  reports  were 
highlighted  by  the  four  known  nesting 
pairs  in  the  Winston-Salem,  NC  area, 
each  raising  3-4  young  (RS  et  al.).  Two 
imm.  Golden  Eagles  were  seen  in  the 
Bakers  Mt.  Park  area  of  Catawba,  NC  22 
Jun  (DM).  They  have  apparently  been  in 
the  area  since  the  spring. 

Inland-nesting  Black  Rails  are 
extremely  hard  to  find  in  the  Region, 
thus  noteworthy  were  2 at  the  usual  n. 
Greene,  GA  site  16  Jul  (PS,  SH).  Very  rare 
as  a breeder  in  Georgia,  especially  along 
the  coast,  a Virginia  Rail  at  Harris  Neck 
N.W.R.  9 Jun  (DBb)  was  interesting. 
American  Coots  nesting  at  the  S.S.S. 
(SC)  included  an  ad.  with  10  young  6 Jul 
and  an  ad.  on  a nest  27  Jul — South  Car- 
olina’s first  known  nestings  since  1990. 

Excellent  counts  of  Wilson’s  Plover 
included  59  at  Deveaux  Bank,  SC  31  Jul 
(WP)  and  60  at  Shackleford  Bank,  NC  27 
Jul  (JF  et  al.).  Black-necked  Stilt  numbers 
peaked  at  813  al  the  S.S.S.  27  Jun  (SC), 
and  2 were  good  finds  at  Eufaula  N.W.R., 


GA  6 Jun  (WCh).  Noteworthy  inland 
were  2 Willets  at  L.  Sinclair,  Baldwin,  GA 
27  Jul  (JF1,  EH).  Upland  Sandpipers  were 
scarce,  with  just  singles  at  the  Orange- 
burg, SC  Sod  farm  27  Jul  (SCt)  and  at 
Hoop.  29  Jul  (WF).  Long-billed  Curlews 
noted  included  one  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
11  Jun  (MLy),  Ocracoke,  NC  flats  26  Jun 
(JW  et  al.),  and  1-2  at  Shackleford  Banks, 
NC  20  (SB,  EE)  & 27  Jul  (JF  et  al).  Late 
were  2 Dunlin  at  the  S.S.S.  13  Jun  (SC). 
Only  one  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  found, 
that  being  an  ad.  in  alternate  plumage  at 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC  5-6  Jul  (H&JWi,  MS). 
The  only  inland  Short-billed  Dowitcher 
reported  was  in  Henderson,  NC  26  Jul 
(WF),  while  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  at 
the  S.S.S.  13  Jun  (SC)  provided  the  first 
summer  record  for  that  locality.  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  found  at  P.I.,  with  one 
on  1 Jul  (MS)  and  6 on  12  Jul  (JL).  The 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  found  at  the 
S.S.S.  during  May  continued,  with  3 still 
present  4 Jun  (SC).  Gull  news  involved 
inland  Laughings  at  Falls  L.,  NC  9 Jun 
(BBo)  and  L.  Norman,  NC  2Jul  (TP)  and 
a very  rare-in-summer  Bonaparte’s  at 
Bogue  Inlet,  NC  30  Jun  (SCo).  Inland 
tern  highlights  included  2 Caspians  at  L. 
Junaluska,  NC  18  Jun  (BO)  and  one  Least 
and  20  Blacks  at  West  Point  L.,  GA  23  Jul 
(MB).  Two  Roseate  Terns  at  PI.  5 Jul 
(MS)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  A Bri- 
dled Tern  at  Grays  Reef,  30  km  off  Sapelo 
L,  GA  11  Jun  (RW  et  al.)  was  considered 
to  be  somewhat  closer  to  shore  than  nor- 
mally found  off  that  state.  The  peak 
Sooty  Tern  count  offshore  in  North  Car- 
olina was  of  69  off  Hatteras  19  Jul  (BP  et 
al.).  Onshore,  where  much  more  note- 
worthy, 2 Sooties  were  found  near  Hark- 
ers  I.,  NC  22  Jun  (JF  et  al.).  The  birds 
were  hanging  around  an  island  where 
nesting  could  possibly  occur.  The  best 
count  of  Black  Terns  along  the  coast  was 
of  500  at  Little  St.  Simons  I.,  GA  21  Jul 
(BN). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Three  reports  were  received  this  summer 
of  White-winged  Dove.  One  was  at  Bear 
1.  W.M.A.,  Colleton,  SC  19  Jul  (RC).  In 
North  Carolina,  one  was  at  a Buxton 
feeder  1 Jun  (KD),  and  one  was  heard 
well  near  Roxboro  L.,  Person  8 Jun  (JP). 
A Black-billed  Cuckoo  near  Trenton,  NC 
2 Jun  (CB)  was  most  likely  a migrant, 
although  this  species  has  been  known  to 
summer  in  Coastal  Plain  pocosin  habi- 
tats. Two  Chimney  Swifts  were  seen  fly- 
ing behind  a waterfall  at  Chimney  Rock 
Park,  NC  29  Jun  (STs),  a behavior  not 
normally  seen  in  this  species  of  swift.  An 
ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  near 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  6-8  Jun  (GT)  provided 


only  the  2nd  Jun  report  for  this  species 
in  the  state.  An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher 
along  Ivy  Log  Gap  Rcl.,  GA  1 Jun  (fide 
SH)  was  obviously  a late  migrant. 
Another  migrant,  and  locally  rare,  was 
the  Alder  Flycatcher  found  at  Bodie  1., 
NC  4 Jun  (EP,  NB).  Willow  Flycatchers 
made  news  with  nesting  for  the  2nd  year 
in  a row  at  Macon,  GA  (TI).  Elsewhere, 
even  farther  away  from  normal  breeding 
range,  a pair  nested  (producing  2 young) 
at  Caw  Caw  Park,  Ravenel,  SC  in  Jun 
(PN  et  al.).  The  birds  arrived  in  May  and 
were  present  until  early  Jul!  Amazingly, 
this  species  has  been  at  this  coastal  loca- 
tion several  times  previously  in  the  last 
decade.  Only  one  Gray  Kingbird  was 
found  n.  of  the  usual  coastal  Georgia 
areas,  that  being  at  Edisto  Beach,  SC  27 
Jul  (PC).  Georgia  had  the  only  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers,  with  the  nesting  pair 
at  McDonough  having  2 young  23  Jul 
(fide  TM),  and  another  pair  (no  nest 
found)  at  Trenton,  Dade  8 Jun  (JSt). 

A Warbling  Vireo  was  still  present 
along  Dairyland  Rd.,  Orange,  NC  28  Jul 
(HW),  the  easternmost  breeding  locality 
in  the  Region  for  the  last  several  years. 
Another  new  nesting  location  for  Tree 
Swallow  was  provided  by  the  pair  that 
fledged  4 young  at  Huntersville,  Meck- 
lenburg, NC  1 Jul  (MMc).  Of  interest  was 
the  pair  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  at 
an  apparent  nest  hole  (no  young  seen)  at 
the  Walhalla  Fish  Hatchery,  Oconee,  SC  2 
Jun  (FR).  Nesting  behavior  in  this 
species  has  been  observed  at  this  loca- 
tion before,  but  evidence  of  nesting  is 
still  lacking  for  the  state.  A Winter  Wren 
on  territory  on  Three  Top  Mt.,  Ashe,  NC 
18  Jun  (ML)  was  notable  for  the  low 
nesting  elevation  (1140  m)  by  this 
species.  Also  of  note  from  Walhalla  Fish 
Hatchery,  SC,  a pair  of  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  was  observed  feeding  young 
2-4  Jun  (FR).  Confirmed  breeding  evi- 
dence for  that  state  is  still  very  rarely 
obtained. 

A Gray  Catbird  that  had  just  fledged 
was  seen  at  the  S.S.S.  19  Jul  (PS,  WP), 
providing  the  first  documented  proof  of 
nesting  in  the  extreme  s.  coastal  part  of 
South  Carolina.  Cedar  Waxwings  once 
again  were  found  in  e.  North  Carolina 
during  the  breeding  season.  A pair  at  a 
nest  was  a good  find  in  Jones,  NC  6 Jun 
(WFu,  RB),  as  were  4 in  mainland  Dare, 
NC  21  Jun  and  2 on  Roanoke  L,  Dare, 
NC  throughout  the  period  (JL).  Nesting 
s.  of  normal  range  involved  3 young 
fledging  successfully  in  Big  Lazar 
W.M.A.,  Talbot,  GA  7 Jul  (fide  TM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

Magnolia  Warblers  found  in  the  North 
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Carolina  mountains  this  summer 
included  singing  males  at  Potato  Knob, 
Yancey  25  Jun  (MSi)  and  Roan  Mt.  2 
Jun-14  Jul  (RK);  breeding  evidence  in 
that  state  is  rather  scant.  Very  late  and 
out  of  place  was  the  Blackpoll  Warbler 
that  landed  on  a boat  off  the  Georgia 
coast  17  Jun  (RW  et  al.),  providing  a 
new  late  date  for  that  state.  The 
Cerulean  Warbler  migration  started  in 
Jul,  as  usual,  and  the  peak  count  was  of 
1 1 at  K.  Mt.  31  Jul  (BZ).  An  early  fall 
migrant  at  K.  Mt.  was  the  Worm-eating 
Warbler  found  14  Jul  (BZ),  providing  a 
new  early  date  for  that  locale.  A rare 
breeding  report  for  sw.  Piedmont  Geor- 
gia of  Worm-eating  Warbler  came  from 
Meriwether,  where  a pair  with  2 young 
was  observed  9 Jul  (fide  TM).  Another 
early  migrant  was  the  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  found  at  Jackson  Park, 
Hendersonville,  NC  22  Jun  (STs);  the 
species  does  not  breed  locally.  Lingering 
or  late  spring  migrant  sparrows  included 
a White-throated  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  5 
Jun  (JL),  a White-throated  near  Greens- 
boro, NC  17-25  Jun  (ET),  and  a White- 
crowned  at  Myrtle  Beach,  SC  1 Jun 
(P&STu). 

Dickcissel  reports  were  down  from 
past  summers,  but  did  include  a pair 


carrying  nesting  material  at  the  Cherry 
Hospital  area,  Wayne,  NC  1 Jun  (RD) 
and  singing  males  in  Gaston,  NC  6 Jun 
(STs),  Orange,  NC  28  Jul  (HW),  and 
Bartow,  GA  27  Jul  (BZ).  South  Carolina 
had  the  only  Shiny  Cowbirds,  with  a 
male  at  a feeder  in  Mt.  Pleasant  8 Jul 
(DC)  and  a flock  of  7 at  the  S.S.S.  18-19 
Jul  (PS,  WP).  A new  local  nesting 
record  was  provided  by  the  pair  of 
Orchard  Orioles  at  Table  Rock  S.  P,  SC 
during  Jun  (SSg).  This  summer’s  Red 
Crossbill  reports  involved  5+  at  Roan 
Mt.,  NC  25  Jun+  (RK),  3 at  Cataloochee 
Ranch,  Haywood,  NC  4 Jul  (WF),  and  4 
in  Yancey,  NC  21-25  Jun  (MSi). 

ADDENDUM 

A Cayenne  Tern,  the  eurygnatha  race  of 
Sandwich  Tern,  was  photographed  at  Ft. 
Fisher,  NC  5 Apr  2003  (Pru  Williams 
and  Cindy  Grimes).  The  photograph 
was  verified  by  S.  Campbell  and  pro- 
vided the  5th  documented  record  out  of 
now  eight  reports  for  that  state. 
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dall, Kelly  Van  Druten,  John  Weske, 
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Pelagic  trips  since  1986 

Departures  from 

Virginia  Beach,  V A 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
Hatteras,  NC 

aboard  the  best  & fastest 
boats  available 

Friendly  knowledgeable  leaders 
with  extensive  offshore 
experience 

Chum  for  bringing  the  birds  close 

Winter  trips  for  Great  Skua 
and  alcids 

Spring  & summer  trips  for 
Gulf  Stream  specialties 
including  rar  e Pterodromas 
and  tropiebirds 

Late  summer  trips  for  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel 
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David  J.  Powell 

1407  Storington  Avenue 
Brandon,  Florida  33511 
(vireo@vireos.com) 


Rainfall  in  June  and  July  was  heavy, 
particularly  in  mid-peninsula,  and 
finding  appropriate  shorebird  habi- 
tat was  difficult,  as  many  typically  pro- 
ductive spots  had  high  water  levels.  Tem- 
peratures were  slightly  lower  than  nor- 
mal, though  people  living  outside  of 
Florida  would  probably  would  not 
believe  that.  As  always  in  Florida  in  the 
summer,  either  few  people  were  out,  or 
few  people  chose  to  send  in  reports,  leav- 
ing the  state  with  spotty  coverage  for  the 
season. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  C.P.  (county 
park);  report  (any  observation);  record 
(only  those  reports  verifiable  from  photo- 
graph, videotape,  or  specimen  evidence); 


R.A.  (Restoration  Area);  S.R.A.  (state 
recreation  area). 

LOONS  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

Single  Common  Loons  were  found  22  Jun 
in  Wakulla  (JD,  JM),  1 Jun  in  Pinellas  (1H), 
21  Jun  at  Tierra  Verde,  Pinellas  (LA),  and  27 
Jul  at  Redington  Shores,  Pinellas  (1H).  An 
interesting  grebe  was  found  at  Kingsley  L., 
Clay  12  Jul  (JK);  while  reported  as  a 
Horned,  the  description  does  not  ade- 
quately eliminate  Eared.  Fifty-three  Pied- 
billed Grebes  were  at  Viera,  Brevard  31  Jul 
(DF).  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  heard  calling 
throughout  the  period  in  brackish  marshes 
in  Ten  Thousand  Islands  N.W.R.,  Collier, 
where  they  have  yet  to  be  confirmed  nest- 
ing (TD).  Pelagic  trips  off  Florida  are 
unpredictable,  and  often  no  pelagic  birds 
are  seen.  Pelagic  species  reported  this  sea- 
son include  single  Cory’s  and  Audubon’s 
Shearwaters  and  Wilson’s  and  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrels  at  the  "409  hump,” 
Monroe  27  Jul  (LM  et  ah),  2 Audubon’s 
Shearwaters  and  a Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  8 
Jun  off  Hillsborough  Inlet,  Broward  (MB), 
and  65+  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  2 


Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  and  single  Leach’s 
and  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  19  Jul  off 
Hillsborough  Inlet  (MB).  A mid-summer 
Northern  Gannet  was  off  Anclote  Key, 
Pasco  19  Jul  (KT,  SBr). 

Small  numbers  of  American  White  Peli- 
cans summer  in  Florida,  but  700  at  the  Polk 
phosphate  mines  27  Jul  (CG,  PT)  were 
impressive.  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were 
found  three  times  at  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin 
(JM,  JD),  where  they  are  quite  uncommon. 
American  Bitterns,  rare  in  summer,  were  at 
Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange  14  Jun  (CP, 
CPa)  and  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  on  four 
dates  (HR).  Single  Least  Bitterns  were  heard 
calling  17  Jun  and  2 Jul  in  brackish  marshes 
in  Ten  Thousand  Islands  N.W.R.,  Collier 
(TD).  A Great  White  Heron  spent  all  of  Jul 
well  n.  of  normal  at  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin 
(JD,  JM).  Another  Great  White  Heron  was 
inland  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  1 Jun  (HR).  A 
Reddish  Egret  was  inland  at  the  Polk  phos- 
phate mines  27  Jul  (CG,  PT).  Glossy  Ibis 
were  found  in  large  numbers  19  Jul  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.,  with  1380  counted,  while  2 
White-faced  Ibis  were  reported  without 
details  there  1 Jun  (HR).  An  impressive  475 
young  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  the  Alafia 
Bank,  Hillsborough  rookery  in  early  Jun 
(AP),  the  most  ever  for  Tampa  Bay.  Good 
numbers  of  spoonbills  were  also  reported 
elsewhere  in  the  state,  with  47  at  Indian  R. 
Lagoon,  St.  Lucie  17  Jul  (JBr),  107  at  n. 
Jacksonville  5 Jul  (RC),  68  at  New  Port 
Richey,  Pasco  6 Jul  (RS),  and  29  at  Cedar 
Key,  Levy  through  the  season  (DH). 

DUCKS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Two  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at  Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  S.P,  Alachua  1-16  Jun  (LD) 
were  n.  of  normal.  Black-bellied  Whistling 
Ducks  continue  to  increase  in  the  state, 
with  reports  from  seven  counties  away  from 
their  Sarasota  stronghold.  Particularly  note- 
worthy were  4 at  L.  Miccosukee,  Leon  1 1 
Jun  (MH),  one  at  L.  Jackson,  Leon  13  Jun 
(GM),  one  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.,  Wakulla  26 
Jul  (JD,  JM),  and  2 at  Live  Oak,  Suwannee 
30  Jun  and  1 Jul  (SS).  Two  hundred  Mottled 
Ducks  were  at  the  Polk  phosphate  mines  13 
Jul  (CG,  PT).  Out-of-season  ducks  this 
summer  included  3 Blue-winged  Teal,  2 
Ring-necked  Ducks,  and  3 Ruddy  Ducks  on 
13  Jul  at  Polk  phosphate  mines  (CG,  PT), 
and  another  Ruddy  at  Ft.  Myers,  Lee  13  Jul 
(VM),  2 Lesser  Scaup  at  Viera,  Brevard  16 
Jul  (DF),  and  a single  Ruddy  Duck  at  the 
Celery  Fields,  Sarasota  30  Jun  (JBo).  Up  to 
2 other  Blue-winged  Teal  were  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  4 Jun  and  21-27  Jul  (HR). 

Hundreds  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  at 
Lake  Apopka  R.A.  in  Jul,  with  a peak  of  556 
on  25  Jul  (HR).  Two  hundred  Swallow- 
tailed Kites  were  at  Holeyland  W.M.A., 
Palm  Beach  28  Jun  (DP  ct  ah).  At  both  loca- 
tions, it  appeared  that  they  were  feeding  on 
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large  numbers  of  dragonflies  present.  A 
White-tailed  Kite  was  along  Research  Road, 
Everglades  N.P.  29  Jun  (DP  et  al.).  Twenty- 
six  Mississippi  Kites  were  found  n.  of  Mar- 
ianna, Jackson  29  Jul  (B&LC).  Ospreys  nest 
in  large  numbers  in  Florida,  so  18  nests 
with  young  n.  of  Bartow,  Polk  24  Jun  (PF), 
while  impressive,  is  not  unprecedented. 
Short-tailed  Flawks  nest  sparingly  in  mid- 
peninsular Florida,  so  reports  from  Orange , 
Lake,  Okeechobee,  and  Polk  (v.  o.)  were  as 
expected.  Sixty-nine  Northern  Bobwhites 
were  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  4 Jul  (HR). 

A Black  Rail  was  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  4 
Jun  (HR).  An  impressive  216  Common 
Moorhens  were  at  Viera,  Brevard  31  Jul 
(DF).  Whooping  Cranes  have  been  reintro- 
duced into  cen.  Florida  in  a number  of 
places,  but  one  present  through  the  season 
in  suburban  Tampa  (Brandon),  Hillsbor- 
ough (DP)  was  unusual.  An  American 
Golden-Plover  was  at  Ft.  De  Soto  C.P., 
Pinellas  7 Jul  (JBo).  Leary  found  116  Wil- 
sons Plovers  at  Bird  Is.,  Nassau  27  Jul. 
Returning  Piping  Plovers  were  found  30 
Jun  at  Ft.  De  Soto  (JBo),  19  Jul  in  Pasco 
(SBr,  KT),  and  24  Jul  in  Miami-Dade  (RD). 
Up  to  30  American  Oystercatchers  were  at 
Little  Estero  Lagoon,  Lee  through  the  sea- 
son (CE).  Black-necked  Stilts  nested  in  May 
and  Jun  at  Ten  Thousand  Islands  N.W.R., 
the  first  nesting  for  the  refuge  (TD).  Six 
other  stilts  14  Jul  furnished  the  first  for 
Lake  Wales  Ridge  S.E,  Polk  (BPr).  Eighty- 
one  stilts  were  at  Mayport  Naval  Base, 
Duval  20  Jun+  (RC).  Two  American  Avocets 
were  at  Ft.  De  Soto  21-24  Jul  (DP,  IH),  the 
first  Pinellas  Jul  record.  Another  avocet  was 
at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  8 Jun  (AK). 

The  first  returning  Greater  Yellowlegs 
was  recorded  6 Jul  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A., 
while  the  first  southbound  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs was  from  the  same  locale  9 Jul 
(HR).  Single  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  at 
Lake  Apopka  R.A.  19-23  & 30  Jul  (HR) 
and  at  Largo,  Pinellas  12  Jul  (JFX  with  2 in 
Pasco  28  Jul  (KT).  Spotted  Sandpipers  were 
seen  in  higher-than-usual  numbers  in  Leon, 
with  17  present  28-31  Jul  (GM).  A Long- 
billed Curlew  was  at  Bird  Is.,  Nassau  13  Jul 
(PL),  while  another  was  at  Ft.  De  Soto  13 
Jul+  (JP  et  al.).  Although  small  numbers  of 
Marbled  Godwits  routinely  summer,  50+  at 
Flamingo,  Everglades  N.P,  Monroe  (JBo) 
was  a surprisingly  high  count  there.  Also 
unusual  were  3 at  Newnans  L.,  Alachua  1 
Jul  (AKr,  MH).  Twenty-three  apparently 
southbound  Marbled  Godwits  were  at  Little 
Estero  Lagoon  24  Jul  (CE). 

A late  northbound  Sanderling  was  at 
Crandon  Beach,  Miami-Dade  3 Jun  (RD). 
Geanangel  and  Timmer  found  930  Least 
Sandpipers  at  Polk  phosphate  mines  27  Jul. 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  continued  to 
move  northward  in  early  Jun,  as  usual,  with 


8 at  Homestead,  Miami-Dade  1 Jun  (RU),  8 
at  Little  Estero  Lagoon  3 Jun  (CE),  with 
one  remaining  there  until  8 Jun  (TD),  10  at 
Mayport  Naval  Base,  Duval  3 Jul  (RC),  and 
5 at  Tram  Road  W.T.R,  Leon  5 Jun  (GM). 
Southbound  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at 
the  Polk  phosphate  mines  13  Jul  (CG,  PT) 
and  Ft.  Myers  13  Jul  (VM).  A lone  Stilt 
Sandpiper  was  at  Gainesville,  Alachua 
14—1 5 Jul  (ML,  BC),  while  6 were  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  23  Jul  (HR),  with  7 at  Mayport 
Naval  Base  25  Jul  (RC).  A Wilson’s 
Phalarope  was  at  Viera  29  Jul  (DF). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A controversial  jaeger,  most  likely  a Para- 
sitic, was  at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park, 
Duval  29-30  Jun  (BR,  ph.).  Laughing  Gull 
numbers  peaked  at  Huguenot  in  late  Jul  at 
3300  (RC).  A lone  Ring-billed  Gull  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  13  Jul  (HR)  was  unusual;  most 
summering  Ring-billcds  are  found  along 
the  coast.  The  Heermann’s  Gull  that  has 
been  present  in  Florida  for  the  past  three 
years  was  seen  again  at  Ft.  De  Soto  on  sev- 
eral dates  in  Jul  (LA,  JP).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  summered  at  Crandon  Beach, 
Miami-Dade  (RD)  and  Huguenot  Memorial 
Park  (RC).  Six  Gull-billed  Terns  were  at 
Polk  phosphate  mines  13  Jul,  with  12  there 
27  Jul  (CG,  PT).  Peak  tern  numbers  at 
Huguenot  in  late  Jul  were  10  Gull-billed, 
1000  Royal,  and  70  Sandwich  (RC).  A sin- 
gle ad.  Roseate  Tern  was  on  a sandbar  at 
Flamingo,  Everglades  N.P  29  Jun  (DP  et 
al.).  An  Arctic  Tern  was  reported  without 
documentation  8 Jun  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
(HR).  Two  Common  Terns  were  at  Pine  I., 
Hernando  28  Jul  (A&BH). 

While  the  increased  rainfall  this  summer 
was  mostly  beneficial,  extremely  heavy 
rains  in  late  Jun  (33-50  cm)  proved  devas- 
tating to  Least  Tern  colonies  at  Stump  Pass, 
Sarasota  and  Little  Estero  Lagoon  (JBo, 
CE).  Fortunately  many  of  the  Least  Terns  in 
Florida  now  nest  on  rooftops,  and  these 
apparently  survived  the  rains.  Least  Terns 
nested  successfully  for  the  first  time  in  15 
years  on  Amelia  1.  at  Talbot  Island  S.  R, 
Nassau  (KE),  with  125  nests  and  60-90 
young  fledged.  Pelagic  trips  off  Hillsbor- 
ough Inlet,  Broward  found  pelagic  terns, 
with  2 Bridled  and  5 Sooty  on  8 Jun  and  2 
Bridled,  7 Sooty,  plus  2 Brown  Noddies  19 
Jul  (MB).  Southbound  Black  Terns  were 
seen  at  Bird  Is.,  Nassau  (PL)  and  at  Polk 
phosphate  mines,  where  150  were  counted 
27  Jul  (CG,  PT).  Black  Skimmers  were  seen 
in  good  numbers:  150  at  Little  Estero 
Lagoon,  Lee  (CE),  450  at  Bird  Is.,  Nassau 
(PL),  and  450  on  Sand  Key,  Pinellas  (MK). 

The  state’s  White-winged  Dove  numbers 
continue  to  grow;  reports  away  from  their 
more  traditional  s.  and  cen.  Florida  range 
came  from  Alachua,  Charlotte,  Citrus, 


Franklin,  Hillsborough,  Levy,  Marion, 
Orange,  and  Pinellas  (v.o.).  While  Monk 
Parakeets  are  well  established  in  s.  Florida 
and  the  Tampa  Bay  area,  4 at  Dowling  Park, 
Suwannee  12  Jul  (DD)  and  8 at  a nest  on 
Black  Hammock  I.,  Duval  through  the  sea- 
son (RC)  were  notable.  Two  Mangrove 
Cuckoos  at  Darling  N.W.R.  (BA)  and  3 at 
Weedon  Island  County  Preserve,  Pinellas 
(RS  et  al.)  were  at  expected  locations. 

Up  to  12  Burrowing  Owls  were  near  I- 
75  in  Hernando  in  Jun  (A&BH,  KT  et  al.). 
A lone  Burrowing  Owl  at  Lake  Apopka 
R.A.  26  Jun  was  Robinson’s  first  in  nearly 
500  surveys.  A Short-eared  Owl  of  the 
Caribbean  race  was  found  at  Fort  Zachary 
Taylor,  Key  West  22  Jun  (AB),  where  irreg- 
ular. Two  Antillean  Nighthawks  were 
reported  as  heard  from  Marco  I.,  Collier  15 
Jul  (TDa)  but  without  details.  Doyle  et  al. 
reported  that  they  might  have  heard  one 
here  on  6 Jun.  If  this  had  been  confirmed, 
it  would  have  been  a first  for  Collier.  A 
Chuck-will’s-widow  at  Lignumvitae  State 
Botanical  Site,  Monroe  5 Jul  (DP,  BA,  SBa) 
was  at  the  extreme  s.  edge  of  the  species’ 
range  in  the  Keys.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbirds were  found  at  Loop  Road,  Mon- 
roe 28  Jun  (JB)  and  Castellow  Hammock 
Park,  Miami-Dade  17-25  Jul  (RH),  also  at 
the  extreme  s.  edge  of  summer  range.  An 
early  Belted  Kingfisher  was  at  Naples,  Col- 
lier 4 Jul  (LAI).  Red-cockaded  Woodpeck- 
ers rarely  are  seen  outside  their  pinewoods 
habitat,  so  one  found  23  Jun  in  a ditch  at 
Lake  Apopka  R.A.  (HR)  was  quite 
unusual. 

KINGBIRDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Ten  Gray  Kingbirds  3 Jul  at  Mayport  Naval 
Base,  Duval  (RC)  was  a good  number  for  n. 
Florida.  A Loggerhead  Shrike  was  at  Bill 
Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P,  Miami-Dade  26  Jul 
(RD),  where  they  are  rare.  The  first  return- 
ing Red-eyed  Vireo  was  reported  from  Mer- 
ritt L,  Brevard  24  Jul  (BPa).  Black- 
whiskered  Vireos  have  declined  substan- 
tially in  peninsular  Florida  in  the  last  15 
years.  They  used  to  occur  n.  to  Pasco  and 
Volusia,  but  the  northernmost  individual 
reported  was  at  Darling  N.W.R.,  Lee  (BA). 
They  remain  common  in  the  Keys.  The 
largest  number  of  Purple  Martins  reported 
was  610  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A.  6 Jul  (HR). 
Summering  Northern  Rough-winged  Swal- 
lows were  reported  from  Pinellas,  Charlotte, 
and  Volusia,  with  confirmed  nesting  at  the 
latter  two  sites.  The  last  northbound  Bank 
Swallow  was  1 Jun  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A., 
and  the  first  southbound  Bank  Swallows 
were  also  seen  there  19  Jul  (HR).  A 
Petrochclidon  swallow  7 jun  at  Lake  Apopka 
R.A.  (JC,  NP)  was  not  seen  well  enough  to 
determine  if  it  was  a Cave  or  Cliff  Swallow. 
Neither  species  is  expected  at  this  location 
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injun.  Robinson  had  excellent  numbers  of 
Barn  Swallows  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
throughout  the  season,  with  92  on  16  Jun 
particularly  impressive  for  a time  when  no 
migrants  are  around. 

An  out-of-season  American  Robin  was  at 
Orlando  9 Jun  (JC).  At  least  three  pairs  of 
Gray  Catbirds  were  present  at  Gainesville, 
Alachua  throughout  the  season  (DL,  CM), 
and  another  was  heard  singing  at  Spring 
Hill,  Hernando  2 Jul  (A&BH),  all  at  the 
extreme  s.  edge  of  range.  As  is  normal, 
southbound  Yellow,  Prairie,  Cerulean,  and 
Black-and-white  Warblers,  American  Red- 
starts, and  Louisiana  Waterthrushes 
appeared  in  the  state  in  mid-late  Jul,  with 
the  first  reported  being  a Black-and-white 
from  Alachua  7 Jul  (BR).  Swainson’s  War- 
blers occurred  at  two  unusual  sites/times  in 
n.  Florida,  with  a singing  individual  at  St. 
Marks  N.W.R.,  Wakulla  15  Jun  and  4 on  22 
Jun  on  St.  James  L,  Franklin  (JM,  JD). 
Hooded  Warblers  apparently  nested  in 
Ocala  N.F,  Putnam  (JP);  the  first  definite 
southbound  Hooded  was  one  31  Jul  in 
Pinellas  (JF).  An  impressive  30  Yellow- 
breasted Chats  were  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
11  Jun  (HR). 

The  annual  survey  of  Florida  Grasshop- 
per Sparrows  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve 
S.P,  Okeechobee  found  at  least  125  individ- 


uals in  9%  of  the  available  habitat  (PM). 
Cape  Sable  Seaside  Sparrows  were  still 
singing  at  their  known  Everglades  N.R 
nesting  area  near  Mahogany  Hammock  6 
Jul  (DP,  BA,  SBa).  Blue  Grosbeaks  and 
Indigo  and  Painted  Buntings  were  present 
throughout  the  season  at  Lake  Apopka 
R.A.,  with  maximum  counts  of  29,  43,  and 
6 respectively  (HR).  A male  Painted 
Bunting  24  Jun  at  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin 
(JD)  was  unexpected  for  that  location. 
Robinson  had  up  to  4 Dickcissels  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  during  the  period  18  Jun-23 
Jul. 

As  is  normal,  blackbird  numbers 
increased  as  the  season  progressed,  but 
3000  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and  4500 
Boat-tailed  Grackles  at  Lake  Apopka  R.A. 
in  late  Jul  (HR)  were  notable.  Three  Shiny 
Cowbirds  at  Homestead,  Miami-Dade  4 Jul 
(JB),  up  to  2 from  8 Jun  to  21  Jul  at  Lake 
Apopka  R.A.  (HR),  and  one  or  2 through 
the  season  at  Cedar  Key,  Levy  (DH)  were 
expected,  although  this  is  the  first  year 
they  were  present  throughout  the  season  at 
Cedar  Key.  Unexpected,  and  perhaps  the 
highest  count  for  n.  Florida,  were  3 at  a 
feeder  on  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin  12  Jul 
(JM).  A Bronzed  Cowbird  at  Castellow 
Hammock  C.P,  Miami-Dade  25  Jul  (LM) 
was  quite  unusual  seasonally.  House 


Finches  are  continuing  to  expand  south- 
ward, with  reports  from  Charlotte , Hillsbor- 
ough., Orange,  Polk,  and  Seminole  (v.  o.),  with 
nesting  confirmed  in  Hillsborough  (BA). 

Named  contributors  (area  contributors  in 
bold):  Brian  Ahern,  Larry  Albright  (LAI), 
Bruce  H.  Anderson,  Lyn  Atherton,  Steve 
Backes  (SBa),  Andy  Bankert,  Mark  Berney, 
Jeff  Bouton  (JBo),  John  H.  Boyd  III,  Sally 
Braem  (SBr),  Jane  Brooks  (JBr),  Bob  Carroll, 
Roger  Clark,  Joie  Clifton,  Buck  and  Linda 
Cooper,  Thomas  Davidowicz  (TDa),  Lloyd 
Davis,  David  Dees,  Robin  Diaz.  Terry  Doyle, 
Jack  Dozier,  Kristin  Ebersole,  Charlie  Ewell, 
Paul  Fellers,  Judy  Fisher,  David  Freeland, 
Murray  Gardler,  Chuck  Geanangel,  Roger 
Hammer,  Al  and  Bev  Hansen,  Mary  Hart, 
Dale  Henderson,  Irene  Hernandez,  Michael 
Hill,  Andy  Kratter  (AKr),  Alan  Knothe,  Mar- 
ianne Korosy,  Jerry  Krumrich,  Mary  Lands- 
man, Patrick  Leary,  David  Leonard,  Larry 
Manfredi,  Candace  McCaffrey,  Vince 
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The  late,  cold  spring  continued  into 
June,  creating  waves  of  migration  in 
the  first  week  of  the  month  more  typ- 
ical of  mid-May.  Cool,  wet  weather  contin- 
ued over  most  of  the  province  until  the  third 
week  of  June,  when  a warming  trend  finally 
arrived,  but  this  did  not  last  long.  There  was 
some  seasonally  hot  weather  in  early  July, 
but  then  rainy,  cooler  conditions  took  over 
for  the  rest  of  the  month.  Summer  bird 
counts  and  observations  strongly  suggested 
that  early  returning  spring  migrants  had 
been  especially  affected  by  the  prolonged 
cold  in  April  and  May,  with  lower  than  usual 
populations  of  Killdeer,  Eastern  Phoebes, 
Winter  Wrens,  some  Dendroica  warblers, 
and  Eastern  Meadowlarks.  Late  migrants, 
however,  seemed  to  fare  better,  with  almost 
record-high  numbers  of  flycatchers,  later- 
arriving  warblers.  Indigo  Buntings,  and 
American  Goldfinches. 

Most  Ontario  birders  were  taking  part  in 
the  third  year  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  and 
recorded  much  interesting  and  unexpected 
data,  not  all  of  which  has  yet  been  compre- 
hensively analysed.  Several  species  seem  to 
be  undergoing  range  expansions,  including 
Common  Raven,  now  nesting  well  south  of 
the  Canadian  Shield,  Northern  Mocking- 
bird, nesting  in  the  south  of  the  province  in 
much-increased  numbers  and  advancing 
into  northern  Ontario,  and  several  sparrow 
species  found  at  or  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  usual  range. 

Apart  from  atlas  efforts,  the  summer  was 
generally  quiet  for  birders.  The  cool,  wet 
weather  resulted  in  few  rarities  or  southern 
overshoots,  but  unusual  species  included 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  White-winged 
Dove,  Gray  Kingbird,  and  Painted  Bunting. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.C.  (Bird  Studies  Canada); 
K.EN.  (Kingston  Field  Naturalists).  Place 
names  in  italics  refer  to  districts  and  regional 
municipalities  as  well  as  counties. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A summering  flock  of  13  iinm.  Red-throated 
Loons  on  L.  Ontario  off  Confederation  Park, 
Hamilton  14Jun  (KAM)  dwindled  to  2 birds 
by  the  end  of  Jul  (m.  ob.).  For  reasons 
unknown,  Common  Loons  had  extremely 
poor  breeding  success  in  Quetico  PR,  Rainy 
River  this  year  (SP),  though  hatch  rates  in 
nearby  Atikokan  were  about  average  (DHE). 
Bronte  harbor,  Halton  held  12  ad.  Red- 
necked Grebes,  including  2 breeding  pairs, 
through  the  period  (GE),  and  there  was  a 
group  of  46  birds  off  Rattray  Marsh,  Peel  1 
Jul  (LSF).  A breeding-plumaged  Eared 
Grebe  frequented  the  Exeter  S.T.R,  Middlesex 
10-20  Jul  (RT).  American  White  Pelicans 
are  starting  to  show  up  in  numbers  on  L. 
Superior:  there  were  20  on  Black  Bay  1 Jul 
(AE),  50  at  Mission  1.  9 Jul  (WZ),  and  200  at 
Red  Rock,  also  9 Jul  (DP).  Double-crested 
Cormorants  continued  to  escalate  in  num- 
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bers,  with  a large  new  colony  discovered  in 
the  Humber  Marshes,  Toronto  in  Jun  (JA). 
The  Snowy  Egret  at  Horseshoe  Bay,  Bruce  in 
late  May  stayed  to  at  least  1 Jun  (MS). 

There  was  an  ad.  male  Snow  Goose  near 
Ferndalc,  Bmce  28  Jun  (RZD  et  al.).  An  irnnt. 
Mute  Swan  was  unexpected  at  Hattie  Cove, 
Pukaskwa  N.P.,  Thunder  Bay  7 Jul  (RF).  A 
Tundra  Swan  lingered  at  Brule  L.  from  mid- 
May  to  at  least  19  Jul  (m.  ob.),  only  the  2nd 
summer  record  for  Algonquin  P.P.;  one  spent 
all  summer  at  Oshawa  Second  Marsh, 
Durham  (TH),  while  another  in  Cobourg  har- 
bor, Northumberland  13  Jul  (CEG)  was  pre- 
sumably the  same  bird  at  nearby  Presqu’ile 
P.P.  17-27  Jul  (m.  ob.).  A female  Canvasback 
frequented  Hamilton  harbor  16  Jun-31  Jul 
(RZD).  Thunder  Bay  atlassers  recorded  two 
successful  nestings  of  Bufflehead  near 
Muskeg  L.,  easily  the  farthest  s.  nest  records 
for  the  area  (NGE,  BM,  CH). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

The  Bald  Eagle  population  in  Rainy  River 
remains  high,  but  several  nests  were  lost  this 
summer  due  to  high  winds  and  severe  thun- 
derstorms (DHE);  the  first  known  nesting  of 
Bald  Eagles  in  Algonquin  PP.  was  dramatized 
by  apparent  attempted  siblicide,  with  one 
small  young  found  below  the  nest  16  Jul  and 
another  larger  young  in  the  nest  20  Jul  (fide 
RGT);  the  smaller  bird  was  rescued  and  is 
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responding  to  rehabilitation.  An  American 
Avocet  briefly  visited  Presqu’ile  PP.  8 Jun 
(JJT),  another  was  at  the  Blenheim  S.T.R, 
Chatham-Kent  13  Jul  (SC,  KJB,  JTB),  and 
there  was  a male  at  the  Tollgate  Ponds, 
Hamilton  harbor  22  Jul  (RZD).  A Willet  on 
Sable  I.  at  the  se.  corner  of  Lake  of  the  Woods 
7 Jun  (LH)  was  only  the  2nd  for  the  area,  but 
the  paucity  of  records  may  be  the  result  of 
low  birder  coverage,  as  nesting  occurs  not  far 
w.  in  Manitoba.  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was 
considerably  n.  of  its  range  when  heard  and 
seen  two  days  in  early  Jun  in  a grassy  clearcut 
on  Dog  River  Road  w.  of  Raith,  Thunder  Bay 
(DG).  The  Tip  at  Long  Point,  Norfolk  had  a 
good  count  of  17  Red  Knots  1 Jun  (B.S.C.);  a 
Red  Knot  on  Long  Point  beach  3 Jun  had 
been  color-banded  in  Tierra  del  Fuego  in  Dec 
2000  (MB).  Two  Sanderlings  at  the  Tip  of 
Point  Peiee  20  Jun  (AW)  were  record-late 
spring  migrants  for  that  location.  A record- 
early  juv.  Least  Sandpiper  at  Presqu’ile  P.P.  7 
Jul  (DS)  probably  reflected  the  fact  that  Arc- 
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tic  ice  this  year  went  out  some  three  weeks 
earlier  than  usual  in  many  areas.  A breeding- 
plumaged  ad.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  was  on 
Amherst  I.  27  Jul  (BDL).  There  were  2 Red- 
necked Phalaropes  at  the  Blenheim  S.T.P.  7 
Jun  (BAM). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH 
GOATSUCKERS 

An  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  flying  s. 
down  the  Petawawa  R.  at  Whit- 
son L.  9 Jun  (CJ,  RS)  provided 
only  the  3rd  record  for  Algo- 
nquin P.P;  an  ad.  Parasitic  Jaeger 
circled  Oshawa  Second  Marsh 
briefly  2 Jun  (TH).  Presqu’ile 
P.P.  had  an  inun.  Laughing  Gull 
5 Jul  (IS).  Single  first-summer 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
identified  at  the  Blenheim  Land- 
fill 7 & 15  Jun  (KJB)  and  at 
Wheatley  harbor,  Kent  4 Jul 
(AW).  Four  ad.  Caspian  Terns 
flying  over  Two  Rivers  Airfield 
29  Jun  (MVAB,  BS,  HK)  fur- 
nished only  the  6th  observation  for  Algo- 
nquin PR;  still  rare  for  Ottawa , one  was  at 
Ottawa  Beach  on  the  Ottawa  R.  24  & 27  Jul 
(BDL,  DB).  Three  breeding-plumaged  ad. 
Arctic  Terns  flew  w.  along  the  Ottawa  R.  at 
the  Deschenes  Rapids  1 Jun,  and  2 were 
seen  there  the  next  day  (BB,  CL,  BC,  JS). 
Unexpected  for  Presqu’ile  P.P.  for  the  time  of 
year  were  4 Forster’s  Terns  10  & 11  Jun 
(DS);  unusual  numbers  of  Forster’s  Terns 
summered  in  the  Point  Pelee  area,  with  a 
maximum  count  of  190  of  mixed  ages  in 
fields  along  North  Dike  7 Jul  (AW). 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  flew  over  Pelee 
Marsh  2 Jun  (SER),  possibly  the  same  bird 
seen  at  Point  Pelee  in  mid-May;  the  same  or 
a different  bird  was  at  Staples,  Essex  11  Jul 
(MR).  A White-winged  Dove  visited  a rural 
home  near  Kakabeka  Falls,  Thunder  Bay 
14-19  Jun  (BR).  Wheatley  P.P  had  a calling 
Chuck-will’s-widow  14  Jun  (KE,  ME). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

There  were  still  17  migrant  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  at  Point  Pelee  4 Jun  (AW).  A 
migrant  Acadian  Flycatcher  was  at  Point 
Pelee  9 Jun  (FJU),  one  was  singing  near  Pef- 
ferlaw,  York  8 Jun  (LN,  JN),  and  another 
sang  throughout  the  period  near  King  City, 
York  (KS,  HB,  AL);  there  were  six  pairs  of 
Acadian  Flycatchers  at  Skunk’s  Misery,  Mid- 
dlesex, up  one  from  last  year  (PAR).  The 
Acadian  Flycatcher  Recovery  team  found  at 
least  30  territorial  males  and  15  nests  in  the 
extreme  sw.  of  the  province.  A Gray  King- 
bird was  an  exciting  find  at  the  Arnher- 
stview  S.T.P,  Lennox  and  Addington  26  Jul 
(OW,  TW),  but  unfortunately  the  bird 
stayed  only  one  day.  A Northern  Shrike, 
catching  and  eating  a Spotted  Sandpiper 


chick,  was  surprisingly  far  s.  at  Musselwhite 
Mine,  200  km  n.  of  the  town  of  Pickle  Lake, 
Kenora  17  Jun  (SB).  A very  late  Common 
Raven  nest  near  Mar,  Bruce  still  held  2 
fledged  young  24  Jun  (JWJ);  atlassers  con- 
tinued to  record  breeding  evidence  for 


Common  Ravens  much  farther  s.  than 
expected,  including  the  first  nesting  for  York 
in  the  York  Region  Forest  near  Newmarket 
(fide  THO. 

At  the  extreme  n.  edge  of  their  usual 
breeding  range.  House  Wrens  were  fairly 
common  tnid-Jun  in  a regenerating  burn  n. 
of  Kabitotikwia  L.,  Thunder  Bay  (NGE).  At 
Long  Point  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  of 
Jun,  there  was  a large,  late  migration  of 
Gray-cheeked  and  Swainson’s  Thrushes  at 
both  Old  Cut  and  the  Tip  (RR);  unusual  for 
Halton  was  a territorial  male  Hermit  Thrush 
at  Blue  Springs  Creek  Valley  20  Jul  (AW). 
Northern  Mockingbirds  prospered,  with 
pairs  found  in  six  new  atlas  squares  n.  of 
Kingston  (K.EN.);  in  Thunder  Bay,  single 
Northern  Mockingbirds  were  reported  from 
Terrace  Bay  (LM-F)  and  Longlac  (fide  GE) 
in  late  Jun,  and  Thunder  Bay  city  had  a fam- 
ily group  of  5 in  mid-Jul  (JB).  A late  Ameri- 
can Pipit  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  6 Jun 
(B.S.C.).  Several  warbler  species  extended 
their  migration  dates.  A Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  late  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  4 
Jun  (B.S.C.),  and  an  out-of-range  male  sang 
at  Point  Pelee  10-22  Jun  (HTO  et  ah);  sev- 
eral Black-throated  Blue  and  Pine  Warblers 
found  by  atlassers  in  Quetico  PP.  were  at  the 
n.  limit  of  their  range  (DHE).  A record-late 
Palm  Warbler  sang  in  Point  Pelee  N.R  late 
May-9  Jun  (GB,  DB,  DKS,  LS,  nr.  ob.);  6 
singing  in  a 10-year-old  Jack  Pine  plantation 
n.  of  Atikokan  17  Jun  (CM,  DHE)  were  in 
an  unexpected  location,  usually  nesting  in 
bogs  much  farther  north.  A male  Blackpoll 
Warbler  at  Rondeau  PP  22  Jun  was  a record- 
late  spring  migrant  (BAM).  The  sw.  of  the 
province  held  about  20  pairs  of  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers,  again  a slight  decline  from 


This  White-winged  Dove  visited  a home  north  of  Lake  Superior  near 
Kakabeka  Falls,  Ontario  14-16  June  2003.  Photograph  by  Brian  Rusnick. 


previous  years  (B.S.C.),  but  there  was  a ter- 
ritorial male  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  7-20 
Jun  (DJW),  a historical  nesting  location;  a 
report  of  a Prothonotary  Warbler  nw.  of 
Bolton,  Peel  14  Jun  and  later  (PG  et  al.) 
awaits  further  details.  There  were  at  least  77 
pairs  of  Hooded  Warblers  in  the  Long  Point 
area  (B.S.C.);  this  number  was  based  on 
known  nests,  so  there  were  undoubtedly 
many  more  in  the  area.  A male  Hooded 
Warbler  sang  14  Jun-10  Jul  near  Cape  Cro- 
ker,  Bruce,  but  there  was  no  sign  of  a female 
(JWJ  et  al.),  and  a territorial  female  was  e.  of 
Guelph  Junction,  Halton  28  Jun  (AW). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A first-year  male  Summer  Tanager  was  in 
Brookbanks  Ravine,  Toronto  1 Jun  (RJP), 
and  another  was  at  The  Dunes,  Point  Pelee 
14  Jun  0BM  et  al).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  far  n.  at  Musselwhite  Mine  15  Jun  (SB), 
but  even  farther  n.,  on  Hudson  Bay,  were  a 
singing  male  at  the  Ft.  Severn  town  site  8 Jul 
(SB)  and  a pair  on  nearby  coastal  tundra  10 
Jul  (SB),  with  the  male  singing  on  territory. 
A Field  Sparrow  sang  in  a large  clearcut  at 
the  n.  end  of  Black  Sturgeon  L.,  Thunder  Bay 
in  mid-Jul  (DG),  and  Vesper  Sparrows  were 
common  in  scarified  clearcuts  on  Dog  River 
Road  (DG)  and  s.  of  Kabitotikwia  L.  (NGE) 
at  the  extreme  n.  of  their  breeding  range.  An 
ad.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  beside  the  Petawawa 
R.  9 Jun  (CJ)  was  the  first  Jun  record  for 
Algonquin  PP.  and  may  have  been  a territo- 
rial male  rather  than  a late  migrant.  Breeding 
evidence  was  obtained  for  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
in  several  atlas  squares  considerably  s.  of  the 
species’  previously  known  range  (m.  ob.). 
An  Indigo  Bunting  was  n.  to  Max  Creek,  100 
km  n.  of  Thunder  Bay  city,  in  mid-Jun  (AG). 
A male  Painted  Bunting  was  photographed 
at  a feeder  w.  of  Old  Ft.  William  1 Jun  (GM), 
for  the  2nd  Thunder  Bay  record,  but  unfor- 
tunately did  not  linger.  Two  female  Dickcis- 
sels  were  at  the  Blenheim  Landfill  13  Jul 
(JTB,  KJB,  SC),  and  a nest  with  3 eggs  and 
one  young  was  found  there  20  Jul  (KJB).  A 
Western  Meadowlark  was  banded  at  Thun- 
der Cape  Bird  Observatory  5 Jun  (JMW);  a 
male  was  noted  at  the  Blenheim  Landfill  17 
Jul  (KJB);  and  2 ads.  with  4 young  were 
there  20  Jul  (KJB,  SC).  Migrant  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  were  seen  at  several  loca- 
tions along  the  n.  shore  of  L.  Superior  and 
some,  probably  nesting,  were  in  a marsh 
near  Dryden,  Kenora  (CE);  in  the  s.,  one  was 
seen  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  7 Jun  (HR  et 
al.),  a male  visited  a feeder  at  Kettle  Point, 
Lambton  10  Jun  (AHR),  and  another  was  at 
Pelee  Marsh  27  Jun  (STP,  KT).  There  were  2 
Evening  Grosbeaks  in  Kingston  13  Jul 
(JHE),  and  nesting  was  confirmed  in  four 
atlas  squares  n.  of  the  city  after  an  absence  of 
two  summers  (K.EN.).  Several  pairs  of 
Evening  Grosbeaks  visited  feeders  in 
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Atikokan  through  the  period,  bringing 
fledged  young  with  them  in  late  Jul,  but  no 
amount  of  determined  watching  and  search- 
ing could  locate  nests  (DHE). 
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A cool,  wet  summer  followed  on  the 
heels  of  a cool,  wet  spring  across  the 
entire  Region.  Record  summer  rainfall 
was  recorded  in  several  local  areas,  for  exam- 
ple, 27  cm  in  Warren,  Ohio  in  July.  This  went 
a long  way  toward  reversing  long-term 
drought  conditions  that  have  gripped  much 
of  the  Region  for  more  than  a decade.  Among 
several  possible  effects  of  these  weather  con- 
ditions on  summer  bird  reports  were  more 
than  the  usual  number  of  late  spring 
migrants,  including  numbers  of  cuckoos 
heard  calling  during  nocturnal  migration  well 
into  mid-June  (JMc);  better-than-usual  nest- 
ing success  for  marsh  and  other  wetland  birds 
due  to  sustained  high  water  levels;  increased 
nesting  success  of  grassland  sparrows  and 
icterids  thanks  to  rain-delayed  harvesting  of 
hay;  and  perhaps  increased  nesting  densities 
and  nesting  success  for  many  insectivores 
resulting  from  generally  lush  foliage  and 
associated  higher  invertebrate  abundance, 
especially  in  forested  habitats  (but  see  com- 
ment for  Yellow-throated  Warbler  below). 
Notwithstanding  the  later  onset  of  summer- 
like  weather  across  the  Region,  the  nesting 
season  for  many  birds  seemed  more  pro- 
tracted than  usual,  and  there  actually  may 
have  been  a higher  incidence  of  multiple 
brooding  in  some  species,  based  on  dates  of 
capture  of  recently  fledged  juveniles  of  sev- 
eral species  at  the  Powdermill  banding  sta- 
tion in  southwestern  Pennsylvania. 

Abbreviations:  B.B.S.  (Breeding  Bird  Sur- 
vey); O.N.W.R.  (Ottawa  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Ottawa/Lucas,  OH);  P.l.S.P. 
(Presque  Isle  S.P.,  Erie , PA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Above-average  numbers  of  late  migrant 
and  summering  Common  Loons  were 
reported  from  across  both  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  including  3 as  far  s.  as  Quema- 
honing  Res,  Somerset , PA  though  14  Jun 
(JPa,  LP)  and  at  least  one  s.  to  Alum 


Creek  Res.,  Delaware , OH  ( fide  BW).  Sev- 
eral families  of  nesting  Pied-billed  Grebes 
were  seen  at  traditional  nesting  sites  in 
the  Pymatuning/Conneaut  Marsh  region 
of  nw.  Pennsylvania  (RCL,  RFL);  in  Ohio, 
high  counts  included  four  territories  at 
Grand  R.  W.A.,  Trumbull , in  early  Jun 
(CB)  and  a high  count  of  21  birds  at  Big 
Island  W.A.,  Marion  16  Jul  (SS).  A late 
migrant  Horned  Grebe  fell  out  on  Somer- 
set L.,  Somerset,  PA  1 Jun  (JPa),  and 
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another  was  at  Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA 
on  the  2nd  (C.  Elwell).  Following  a heavy 
spring  flight  of  Red-necked  Grebes,  a lin- 
gering bird  was  found  at  Imperial, 
Allegheny,  PA  3 Jun  (DW,  MV).  An  Amer- 
ican White  Pelican,  a holdover  in  that 
area  since  mid-spring,  was  still  at  Big 
Island,  Marion,  OH  1 Jun  (R.  Sempier), 
and  in  Pennsylvania  one  was  a rare  find  at 
PI.S.P.  8-13  Jul  (T.  Macaluso,  ph.  JMc,  m. 
ob.). 

A large  Great  Blue  Heron  rookery  near 
Lordstown,  Trumbull,  OH  contained  392 
nests  in  87  trees  on  17  Jun  (CB).  A census 
at  O.N.W.R.  listed  142  Great  Blues  1 Jun 
and  291  Great  Egrets  6 Jul  (EP).  The  only 
report  of  Tricolored  Heron  was  of  an  ad. 
at  Pipe  Creek  W.A.,  Erie,  OH  8-9  Jul  (SZ). 
A few  Cattle  Egrets,  as  expected,  were 
found  nesting  at  Turning  Point  Is.,  Erie, 
OH;  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  have 
been  scarce  in  recent  years,  2 were  seen  in 
Warwick  Twp.,  Lancaster  23  Jun  (EW). 
Four  young  Yellow-crownecl  Night- 
Herons  fledged  from  a Columbus,  OH 
nest,  where  they  were  last  seen  1 1 Jul,  and 
a single  was  in  Dayton  28  Jun  ( fide  RH). 
A Black  Vulture  at  Natrona  Heights, 
Allegheny,  PA  18  Jul  was  well  nw.  of  nor- 
mal range  in  the  state  (PH,  Deborah 
Hess). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Unmarked  Trumpeter  Swans  are  appear- 
ing in  the  Region  with  increased  fre- 
quency, this  seasons  records  included  one 
on  a pond  near  Cooperstown,  Venango, 
PA  27  Jul  for  a first  county  record  (N. 
Baker).  Among  interesting  waterfowl 
observed  during  O.N.W.R.  censuses  were 

2 Gadwall,  2 American  Wigeons,  5 Amer- 
ican Black  Ducks,  and  22  Blue-winged 
Teal  1 Jun,  plus  1170  Mallards  6 Jul  (EP). 
A Northern  Shoveler  was  at  Somerset  L.  1 
Jun  for  a rare  summer  occurrence  in  the 
Pennsylvania  mts.  (JPa).  A female  Red- 
head with  5 young  at  Pickerel  Creek  W.A. 
8 Jul  provided  a rare  nesting  confirmation 
for  Ohio  (SZ). 

Well  away  from  the  usual  Pennsylvania 
nesting  areas,  Common  Mergansers  were 
believed  to  be  breeding  along  the 
Youghiogheny  R.  near  Confluence,  Som- 
erset/Fayette (A.  Marich),  and  one  was  at 
PI.S.P.  through  5Jul  (J.  Flynn).  Seventeen 
late  Red-breasted  Mergansers  could  still 
be  found  off  Lakeshore  M.P.,  Lake,  OH  6 
Jun  (JPo);  one  remained  at  PI.S.P  through 
early  Jul  (m.  ob.,  fide  JMc),  and  singles 
were  at  Quemahoning  Res.,  Somerset,  PA 

3 Jun  (JPa)  and  at  L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks  19 
& 22  Jun  and  20  Jul  ( fide  RK).  Nonbreed- 
ing Ruddy  Ducks  have  been  summering 
in  the  Region  with  increased  frequency  in 
recent  years:  in  Ohio,  a total  of  27  was 


listed  from  eight  sites  ( fide  RH),  including 
15  at  Upper  Sandusky  Res.  16  Jun  (R. 
Counts);  in  Pennsylvania,  one  was  on 
Somerset  L.  20  Jul+  (JPa)  and  another  at 
Trumbauersville,  Bucks  13  Jul  ( fide  AM). 

An  increasingly  regular  stray  to  se. 
Pennsylvania,  an  imm.  Mississippi  Kite 
was  at  Marietta,  Lancaster  13  Jul  (K.  Lei- 
dich).  Bald  Eagles  continue  to  increase 
throughout  the  Region,  especially  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  game  commission 
biologists  listed  68  nests — 15  in  Crawford 
alone.  A high  summer  count  in  Ohio 
included  13  eagles  in  view  at  once  at 
Pickerel  Creek  W.A.  7 Jun  0-  Lehman). 
There  were  more  than  the  usual  number 
of  reports  of  Northern  Harriers  in  w. 
Pennsylvania,  including  2 newly- fledged 
young  at  Blandburg,  Cambria  2 Jul  (JS);  in 
Ohio,  an  ad.  was  feeding  4 young  at  Mos- 
quito W.A.,  Trumbull  6 Jul  ( fide  CB). 

A highlight  of  the  season  was  the  Black 
Rail  captured  in  Holmes,  OH  14  Jun  (D. 
Kline,  ph.  B.  Miller)  for  one  of  the  few 
state  summer  records.  Both  Virginia  Rail 
and  Sora  appeared  to  be  in  good  numbers 
in  their  traditional  nw.  Pennsylvania 
breeding  marshes,  and  in  sw.  Pennsylva- 
nia, single  Virginias  were  good  finds  at 
Prince  Gallitzin  S.R,  Cambria  5 Jun  & 25 
Jul  (JS)  and  just  n.  of  Jennerstown,  Som- 
erset 22  Jun  (RM).  A total  of  22  Common 
Moorhens  (11  ad.,  11  imm.)  was  listed  at 
Big  Island  W.A.,  OH  6 Jul  (G.  Stauffer), 
and  in  Pennsylvania,  breeding  success 
was  high  in  the  Conneaut  Marsh  and 
Pymatuning  Res.  area  (RFL,  RCL).  More 
unusual  was  an  ad.  moorhen  seen  with  9 
young  at  New  Beaver  wetlands,  Lawrence, 
PA  9 Aug  (MV).  At  O.N.W.R.,  105 
(including  10  young)  American  Coots 
were  censused  1 Jun  (EP),  and  32  were 
counted  at  Big  Island  W.A.  25  Jul  (DS);  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  are  now  rare 
and  irregular  breeding  birds,  up  to  5 coots 
summered  at  PI. S.R  (BC),  and  one  was 
noted  at  a Hartstown  marsh,  Crawford  23 
Jun  (RFL).  A Sandhill  Crane  lingered  near 
Halifax,  Dauphin,  PA  2 May-Jul+  (DH), 
far  from  any  known  breeding  site. 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

There  were  some  interesting  shorebird 
reports  this  season,  despite  high  water 
conditions  at  many  traditional  stopover 
sites.  A (late?)  Semipalmated  Plover  in 
Williams,  OH  15  Jun  was  exceptional  for 
the  date  (J.  Grabmeier),  while  one  at 
Sandy  Cr.,  Wood,  WV  27  Jul  (27)  was 
early  there  (JE).  Rare  in  Pennsylvania, 
single  American  Avocets  were  at  PI.S.P 
15-16  Jul  (JMc)  and  in  Montour  29  Jul  (J. 
Lipar,  M.  Brown),  while  2 were  at  Cone- 
johela  Flats,  Lancaster  27  Jul  (EW,  T.  Gar- 


ner). Following  heavy  rains,  a flock  of  25 
Solitary  Sandpipers  was  found  in  a 
flooded  field  near  Custards,  Crawford,  PA 
30  Jul  (RCL,  RFL).  A Willet  was  reported 
in  Williams,  OH  15  Jul  (J.  Yochum),  and  2 
were  at  PI.S.P.  26-27  Jul  (BC).  There  were 
10  Whimbrel  reports  from  Presque  Isle 
12-23  Jul  (J.  Hoffmann,  BC).  High  counts 
of  Ruddy  Turnstone  included  15  at 
O.N.W.R.  1 Jun  (EP)  and  18  on  the  same 
date  at  Shawnee  S.P.,  near  Bedford,  in  the 
mts.  of  sw.  Pennsylvania  (JPa,  LP).  The 
high  count  of  Dunlin  was  of  308  at 
O.N.W.R.  1 Jun  (EP),  and  there  were  86 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  there  1 6 J u 1 (DS). 
Apparently  a pair  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
nested  at  Big  Island  W.A.,  OH,  where  dis- 
traction displays  were  witnessed  16  Jul 
and  2 juvs.,  possibly  locally  produced, 
were  seen  6 & 9 Jul  (BW).  The  only 
report  of  Red-necked  Phalarope  was  of  a 
late  migrant  at  Middlecreek  W.M.A.,  Lan- 
caster, PA  2-4  Jun  (m.  ob.,  fide  DH). 

There  was  the  now-expected  scattering 
of  inland  Laughing  Gulls:  one  or  2 at 
PI.S.P.  26  Jun-16  Jul  (BC,  JMc)  and  sin- 
gles at  Caesar  Creek  Res.,  Warren , OH  13 
Jun  and  22-24  Jul  (LG)  and  Mosquito  L. 
26  Jul  (D.  Hochadel).  The  only  report  of 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  of  an  imm.  at  Caesar 
Cr.  29-30  Jun  (LG).  Away  from  L.  Erie,  a 
dozen  young  Herring  Gulls  fledged  from 
eight  nests  at  Highland  P.  Bridge  on  the 
Allegheny  R.,  Pittsburgh,  4 were  at  a nest 
along  the  Allegheny  at  Kittaning,  Arm- 
strong, and  2 young  were  at  a new  site  at 
Dashields  Dam  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Pitts- 
burgh (SK).  The  3 Gull-billed  Terns  spot- 
ted in  a flooded  field  near  Troxelville, 
Snyder,  PA  7 Jun  (D.  & R Williams)  rep- 
resent one  of  very  few  state  records.  Four 
Common  Terns  were  rather  late  migrants 
inland  at  Quemahoning  Res.,  Somerset, 
PA  3 Jun  (JPa);  a high  of  63  birds  was 
listed  at  the  O.N.W.R.  nesting  colony  6 
Jul  (EP).  A few  Black  Terns  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  nesting  at  O.N.W.R.  (EP);  in 
Pennsylvania,  a pair  at  PI.S.P.  may  have 
attempted  breeding  (JMc),  and  summer 
sightings  in  the  understudied  Pymatun- 
ing Res./Hartstown  marsh  area  suggested 
a few  breeding  birds  persist  there  (RFL, 
M.  Byler). 

PARROTS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Monk  Parakeet  that  appeared  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  PA  in  mid-spring  remained 
and  constructed  a large  nest  this  summer 
but  failed  to  attract  a mate  (R.  Roval).  As 
usual,  few  Barn  Owls  were  reported,  but 
six  active  nests  were  known  in  the 
Holmes/Tuscarawas  area  in  Ohio  (BG), 
and  4 young  fledged  from  a box  at 
Rehrersburg,  Berks,  PA  31  Jul  (R.  Bon- 
nett).  Certainly  the  find  of  the  season  was 
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the  Green  Violet-ear  that  frequented  a 
feeder  at  Terra  Alta,  Preston,  WV  from  26 
Jun  into  mid-Aug  (GF,  N.  Pulcinella,  M. 
Gustafson,  B.  Peterjohn,  m.  ob.),  estab- 
lishing a first  Regional  record.  To  her 
credit,  the  homeowner  graciously  permit- 
ted documentation  of  the  bird  as  well  as 
visitation  by  listers  for  a time,  until  the 
volume  of  visitors  became  overwhelming. 

A rare  breeding  bird  in  Ohio,  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  nested  at  Mosquito 
W.A.,  OH,  where  the  nest  was  located  6 
Jun  (S.  Dehaven,  ph.).  An  Alder  Fly- 
catcher was  at  the  s.  edge  of  Ohio  range 
at  Cedar  Bog,  Champaign  23  Jun+  (T. 
Shiveley).  Seventy-three  Willow  Fly- 
catchers were  listed  at  O.N.W.R.  1 Jun 
(EP),  an  excellent  count.  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  recorded  in  record-low 
numbers  on  three  B.B.S.  centered  at 
Rothrock  S.E,  Huntingdon,  PA  (GG),  with 
just  6 listed  (12  is  average);  they  were 
considered  to  be  doing  well  througout 
ne.  Ohio  (LR).  White-eyed  Vireos  contin- 
ued to  expand  their  range  northward  in 
Pennsylvania,  with  a bird  heard  at  Roder- 
ick Wildlife  Reserve,  Erie  15  Jun  (BC) 
and  one  near  Irwin,  Warren  13  Jul  (R 
Yeorg).  Two  territorial  male  Bell’s  Vireos 
were  at  their  traditional  nesting  site  at 
Bucks  Cr.  S.P.,  Clark,  OH  22  Jun  (D. 
Overacker);  unfortunately,  at  Miami- 
Whitewater  Wetlands,  two  nesting 
attempts  by  a pair  of  Bell’s  failed  due  to 
cowbird  parasitism  (fide  RH).  A late 
Philadelphia  Vireo  was  at  Magee  Marsh 
W.A.,  OH  6 Jun  ( fide  RH).  Up  to  10  Sedge 
Wrens  were  at  The  Voice  of  America 
grasslands,  Butler , OH  (N.  Cade,  MB);  in 
Pennsylvania,  2 were  near  Teepleville, 
Crawford  10  Jun  (C.  Lundberg),  and  a 
single  was  found  near  Pymatuning  Res. 
30  Jul  (RCL).  Marsh  Wrens  were  in  par- 
ticularly good  numbers  in  their  w.  Craw- 
ford, PA  nesting  sites  (RFL,  RCL),  and  in 
Ohio,  25  were  listed  at  O.N.W.R.  6 Jul 
(EP).  A late  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was 
still  at  Erie,  PA  12  Jun  (BC),  and  at 
P.I.S.P.,  3 late  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were 


still  present  10  Jun  (BC). 

Although  Golden-winged  Warblers 
went  unreported  by  many  birders,  they 
persist  in  the  Laurel  Highlands  of  sw. 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  consid- 
ered to  be  in  “encouraging  numbers”  in 
Somerset  (JPa)  and  still  widespread  in  the 
Ligonier  Valley,  Westmoreland  (RM,  RCL). 
Three  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers,  one 
of  Ohio’s  rarest  breeding  species,  were 
apparently  on  territory  at  Stebbins  Gulch, 
Geauga  7 Jun  (H.  Petruschke).  A record 
50  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  (26  is 
the  12-year  average)  were  listed  on  three 
Huntingdon,  PA  B.B.S.  routes  at  Rothrock 
S.E,  but  the  19  American  Redstarts  were 
well  below  the  average  of  25  (GG).  At 
Confluence,  PA,  Yellow-throated  War- 
blers apparently  deserted  their  nesting 
haunts  after  an  outbreak  of  anthracosis 
defoliated  the  sycamore  trees  in  that  area 
in  late  May  (JPa).  A singing  Pine  Warbler 
was  an  unexpected  find  23  Jun  at  P.I.S.P, 
where  it  has  not  been  known  to  breed 
(BC).  A few  Blackpoll  Warblers  were 
again  found  nesting  this  year  at  Coal-Bed 
Swamp,  Wyoming,  PA,  the  state’s  only 
known  nesting  site  (D.  Gross).  A total  of 
31  Prothonotary  Warbler  nest  sites,  many 
as  part  of  a nest  box  trail,  were  located  at 
Hoover  Nature  Reserve,  Delaware,  OH 
through  21  Jun  (C.  Bombaci).  Rare  in 
Ohio,  a territorial  male  Mourning  War- 
bler was  in  Munson  Twp.,  Geauga  28  Jun 
(LR).  A late  migrating  Wilson’s  Warbler 
was  still  in  Cincinnati  7 Jun  (A.  Oliver), 
while  an  early  migrant  Blackburnian  War- 
bler was  there  29  Jul  (S.  Corbo). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Summer  Tanagers  are  apparently  increas- 
ing in  Ohio,  where  6 were  found  in  the 
Oak  Openings  region  w.  of  Toledo  7 Jul 
(R.  Nirschl).  Scarlet  Tanagers  were  pres- 
ent in  especially  good  numbers  at  Pow- 
dermill  Nature  Res.,  Westmoreland,  PA 
(RM,  ML),  where  20  territories  were 
located  on  a 25-hectare  breeding  bird  cen- 
sus plot,  and  a record  91  birds  (70  is  the 


12-year  average)  were  listed  on  B.B.S. 
routes  in  Rothrock  S.E,  PA  (GG).  A Clay- 
colored  Sparrow,  first  seen  at  Imperial, 
Allegheny,  PA  in  May,  remained  there 
through  at  least  1 Jun  (MF).  An  ad.  Lark 
Sparrow  in  Lake,  OH  17  Jul  was  an  odd 
find  for  the  ne.  part  of  the  state  (JPo). 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  continued  to  do  well 
in  reclaimed  stripmines  in  w.  Pennsylva- 
nia, while  one  at  Newton  Twp.,  Lack- 
awanna 3 Jun  was  the  first  reported  from 
ne.  Pennsylvania  in  about  three  years 
(fide  BR);  100  were  estimated  in 
reclaimed  stripmines  at  Woodbury, 
Coshocton,  OH  16  Jul  (MB).  It  was  a good 
year  for  Dickcissels  in  Ohio,  with  records 
from  at  least  27  counties  ranging  as  far  e. 
as  Portage  and  s.  to  Gallia  (fide  BW). 

It  was  also  a banner  season  for  Western 
Meadowlarks  in  Ohio,  with  singing  males 
at  six  sites  in  five  nw.  counties,  4 birds 
remaining  into  Jul  (RH).  A male  Brewer’s 
Blackbird  was  a totally  unexpected  and 
unseasonal  find  in  downtown  Cleveland 
15  Jun  (RH).  Other  than  a few  widely 
scattered  breeding  Purple  Finches  across 
n.  Pennsylvania,  “northern  finches”  were 
essentially  absent,  the  exception  being  a 
single  Red  Crossbill  found  in  an  extensive 
hemlock  forest  in  Eaton  Twp.,  Wyoming, 
PA  5 Jun  (BR). 
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functional  birding  equipment  to  Birders'  Exchange. 
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and  education  organizations  in  the  Neotropics.  We  also  accept  financial  contributions  to  support  the  program. 

Please  send  your  donations  to:  Birders'  Exchange,  American  Birding  Association, 

720  West  Monument  Street,  PO  Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934. 
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Kenneth  J.  Brock 

1265  Red  Bud  Drive 
Chesterton,  Indiana  46304 
(kj.brock@comcast.net) 
(kebrock@iun.edu) 


The  summer-season  jet  stream  became 
oriented  directly  over  southern  Lake 
Michigan,  steering  a series  of  mois- 
ture-laden storms  across  the  Region.  This 
pattern  produced  above-normal  precipita- 
tion during  the  breeding  season.  In  central 
Illinois,  Richard  Bjorklund  reported  slight 
flooding  through  the  end  of  July.  Addition- 
ally, July  was  comparatively  cool,  averaging 
about  one  degree  below  normal.  After  the 
Fourth  of  July  weekend,  there  were  no  90°+ 
F days. 

The  cool  wet  summer  spurred  a burst 
of  late-season  breeding  activity  among 


grassland  species.  As  a result,  remark- 
ably high  counts  of  Sedge  Wren, 
Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Henslow’s  Spar- 
row, and  Dickcissel  were  reported  in 
both  states.  The  increased  precipitation 
also  provided  a sorely-needed  boost  for 
wetland  breeders.  And  no  doubt  the 
presence  of  thick,  luxurious  vegetation 
was  also  beneficial  to  many  woodland 
species.  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds, 
for  example,  were  recorded  in  unprece- 
dented numbers. 

Roseate  Spoonbill  and  Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck  were  among  the  high- 
lights of  the  season. 

Abbreviations:  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s. 
IL);  I.B.S.R  (Illinois  Beach  S.P.,  Lake); 
Chau  (L.  Chautauqua  N.W.R.,  Mason); 
G.L.N.T.C.  (Great  Lakes  Naval  Training 
Center,  Lake,  IL);  L.  Cal.  (L.  Calumet,  s. 
Chicago);  L.M.S.E  (Lowden-Miller  S.F, 
Ogle,  IL);  Mill.  B.  (Miller  Beach,  IN,  the 
southernmost  point  on  L.  Michigan); 
T.N.C.K.S.  (The  Nature  Conservancy 
Kankakee  Sands  wetland,  Newton,  IN). 


LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

As  is  typical,  a handful  of  basic- 
plumaged  Common  Loons  lingered  in 
the  Region,  3 in  Indiana  and  2 in  Illinois. 
Numerous  reports  of  young  Pied-billed 
Grebes  suggested  a successful  breeding 
season  for  that  species.  A tardy  Horned 
Grebe  lingered  on  L.  Michigan  off  Mill. 
B.  to  18  Jun  (MTo,  JJM).  American 
White  Pelicans  remained  plentiful  this 
summer,  with  peak  counts  of  1870  at 
Chau  31  Jul  (RBj,  SBj)  and  280  at  Hen- 
nepin L.,  IL  27  Jul  (CMc).  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  were  reported  breed- 
ing at  Carl.  L.  (DMK),  and  triple-digit 
summer  counts  were  recorded  at  four 
Illinois  locations. 

It  was  an  above-average  breeding  sea- 
son for  American  Bitterns,  with  sightings 
at  four  Indiana  and  one  Illinois  loca- 
tions. Small  numbers  of  Least  Bitterns 
were  reported  across  the  Region,  with  a 
dozen  in  Illinois  and  10  in  Indiana.  It 
was  a spectacular  summer  for  Great 
Egrets.  Breeding  was  reported  as  far  n.  as 
L.  Cal.,  where  15-20  nests  were  counted 
12  Jul  (WJM),  while  an  impressive  3500 
were  recorded  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison, 
IL  26  Jul  (KAM).  Great  Egret  counts 
exceeding  100  birds  were  reported  at 
four  other  Illinois  locations.  Fifty  Snowy 
Egrets  nests  were  estimated  at  Alorton, 
IL  16  Jun  (VK),  and  some  500  birds 
(including  young)  were  at  Horseshoe  L., 
Madison,  IL  28  Jul  (DMK).  Little  Blue 
Heron  numbers  were  even  more  impres- 
sive, with  an  estimated  600  nests  at  Alor- 
ton, IL  16  Jun  (VK)  plus  a successful 
nesting,  for  the  5th  consecutive  year,  at 
L.  Cal.  (WJM).  The  peak  Little  Blue 
count  was  1200  ads.  plus  young  at 
Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  26  Jul  (KAM). 
The  rare  Tricolored  Heron  also  made 
appearances  this  summer:  singles  were  at 
T.N.C.K.S.  7-9  Jun  (ph.  JHz,  JJM,  THaw 
et  al.)  and  at  L.  Cal.  25  Jul  (DFS).  Cattle 
Egrets  were  strikingly  scarce  in  Indiana, 
with  only  one  reported;  however,  an  esti- 
mated 1000  nests  were  present  at  Alor- 
ton, IL  16  Jun  (VK).  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  nest  counts  included  400  at 
Alorton,  IL  16  Jun  (VK),  320  at  L.  Cal. 
10  May-18  Jul  (WJM),  and  90  young  in 
nests  on  the  East  Chicago,  IN  lakefront  2 
Jul  (fide  JSC).  The  summers  "best”  bird 
was  an  imm.  Roseate  Spoonbill  at  Van- 
dalia,  Fayette,  IL  22  Jun-8  Jul  (ph.  TAM, 
DMK,  m.  oh.).  On  14  Jul,  the  bird  moved 
to  Carl.  L.,  where  it  remained  until  mid- 
Aug.  (DMK).  The  season’s  peak  Turkey 
Vulture  count  consisted  of  221  in 
Davies s,  IN  23  Jul  (LSt,  DSe). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  graced  Crab 
Orchard  N.W.R.,  IL  21-29  Jun  (DMK, 
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One  of  the  season's  better  reports  was  of  a flock  of  1 1 Hudsonian  Godwits  seen  flying  high  (30-60  m)  over  Michi- 
J gan  City  Harbor  at  sunset  on  30  Jul  (BJG),  the  Region's  2nd  summer-season  record.  Only  two  decades  ago,  Hud- 
sonian Godwits  were  considered  accidental  in  Indiana;  however,  lakewatches  conducted  over  the  past  four  years  reveal 
that  autumn  flocks,  often  quite  large,  regularly  migrate  down  L.  Michigan  between  late  Jul  and  early  Sep.  Prior  to  1999, 
Indiana's  maximum  Hudsonian  count  was  of  8 birds.  Since  1999,  some  11  late-summer  and  early-fall  flocks  (seven  of 
which  contained  more  than  10  birds,  including  a maximum  of  52)  have  been  recorded  on  L.  Michigan's  shores.  These  birds 
rarely  land,  which  apparently  explains  why  they  were  not  often  detected  in  the  past. 


ph.  TAM,  KAM,  m.  ob.).  Continuing  the 
recent  summer  pattern,  4 Snow  Geese 
lingered  in  the  Region.  In  addition  to 
successful  breeding  at  established  sites 
in  s.  Chicago,  Mute  Swans  also  nested  in 
Rosemont,  IL  (AA)  and  in  Springfield, 
IL,  where  an  ad.  and  6 young  were 
observed  (VK).  Wood  Duck  broods  were 
widely  reported;  perhaps  the  most  signif- 
icant report  consisted  of  200+  birds, 
mostly  young,  at  Palos/Orland  Park,  IL 
in  late  Jul  (WSS).  Most  surprising  was 
the  discovery  of  a female  Gadwall  with 
12  young  at  L.  Cal.  22  Jun  (tWJM). 
Blue-winged  Teal  nesting  was  confirmed 
as  far  s.  as  Chau,  where  25  ads.  and  8 
young  were  observed  19  Jun  (RBj,  SBj). 
Jul’s  nonbreeding  ducks  list  included  a 
male  Northern  Pintail  a Carl. 

L.  8-26  Jul  (DMK),  a male 
Northern  Pintail  at  Grand 
Kankakee  Marsh,  Lake,  IN 
10  Jul  (JKC,  KJB),  a Canvas- 
back  in  Monmouth  Warren, 

IL  5 Jun— 13  Jul  (PR),  a 
female  Redhead  at  Hennepin 
L„  IL  18  Jul  (DTS),  a male 
Ring-necked  Duck  at  Hen- 
nepin L.,  IL  7 Jul  (DTS),  plus 
another  at  L.  Lemon,  IL  1 
Jun-10  Jul  0 & SH).  Nest- 
ing Hooded  Mergansers  were 
widespread,  with  10  broods 
reported  in  Illinois  and  three 
in  Indiana.  Broods  of  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  reported  at 
Palos,  IL  in  early  Jul  (WSS) 
and  at  Hennepin  L.,  IL  7 & 

18  Jul  (DTS). 

In  Illinois,  Ospreys 
fledged  2 young  at  Bergman 
Slough,  Cook  18-19  Jul  (WSS,  CT),  the 
first  successful  nesting  at  that  site  since 
2000  (CT).  A nest  was  also  built  but 
abandoned  in  Burnham,  Cook  (WJM, 
CMa).  The  Indiana  D.N.R.  imple- 
mented an  Osprey  reintroduction  pro- 
gram by  releasing  16  young  birds  at  the 
Tri-County  W.M.A.,  Kosciusko  and 
Patoka  L.,  Crawford  in  mid-Jul  (JSC). 
Osprey  nesting  efforts  at  new  Indiana 
sites  included  a failed  attempt  at  Hovey 
L.,  3 chicks  at  Patoka  L.,  a failed  effort  in 
Franklin,  and  nest  construction  at 
Pigeon  River  W.M. A.  (fide  JSC).  Missis- 


sippi Kites  returned  to  established 
breeding  sites  in  both  states.  Extralimi- 
tal  kites  were  reported  in  Rockford,  IL  9 
Jul  (BW)  and  at  Brussels  Ferry , Jersey,  IL 
20  Jul  (BR).  The  only  breeding  Broad- 
winged Hawk  reports  consisted  of  a nest 
and  fledgling  at  Woodstock,  IL  9 
May-27  Jun  (DF)  and  a nest  in  Palos,  IL 
(success  not  determined)  10  May-1  Jul 
(WSS,  EWW).  Illinois’s  resident  Swain- 
sons  Hawks  constructed  three  nests  in 
Kane  and  two  in  McHenry;  however, 
only  one  nest  proved  successful,  fledg- 
ing 2 young  (RMo).  The  only  reports  of 
the  ne.  Illinois  Gray  Partridge  popula- 
tion consisted  of  a female  in  Lee  26  Jul 
(CMc)  and  two  pairs  in  De  Kalb  6 May 
(DSh). 


This  Roseate  Spoonbill  at  Vandalia,  Fayette  County,  Illinois  remained  there  from  22  June  (here  25  June)  to  8 
July  2003,  but  spent  14  July  through  mid-August  at  nearby  Carlyle  Lake.  Photograph  by  Travis  Mahon. 


It  was  a good  breeding  season  for 
King  Rails,  as  evidenced  by  an  ad.  with 
8 chicks  in  Gibson,  IN  30  Jun  (CMi)  and 
another  ad.  again  with  8 chicks  in 
Greene,  IN  3 Jul  (LSt).  Common 
Moorhens  were  more  widespread  than 
normal,  with  nesting  confirmed  at  L. 
Cal.  22  Jun  (WJM),  Horseshoe  L.,  Madi- 
son, IL  3 Jul  (FH),  Beverly  Shores,  IN  19 
Jul  (Jean  Rudd),  plus  reports  without 
breeding  evidence  from  at  least  1 1 other 
locations.  Nesting  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
reported  in  Boone,  IL  (MR)  and  Elkhart, 
IN  (JKC  et  al.). 


SH0REBIRDS 

An  early  Black-bellied  Plover  arrived  13 
Jul  at  Michigan  City  Harbor,  IN  (JJM). 
Black-necked  Stilts  were  reported  at 
three  sites  in  extreme  s.  Illinois  (DMK, 
KAM,  TAM),  where  they  have  occurred 
in  recent  summers.  Reports  outside  this 
area  included  3 at  Carlson  L.,  Fulton,  IL 
7 Jun  (TAM)  and  one  in  Posey,  IN  30  Jun 
(ph.  JJM).  Summer  American  Avocet 
reports  included  singles  at  Mill.  B.  10  Jul 
(JKC,  KJB)  and  Chau  31  Jul  (RBj,  SBj), 
plus  a flock  of  10  at  Mill.  B.  18  Jul  (JJM). 
The  Upland  Sandpiper  breeding  report 
was  not  encouraging;  in  Illinois,  only  6 
were  reported  at  four  locations,  and  in 
Indiana  8 birds  were  found  at  three  sites. 
A strong  Whimbrel  flight  occurred  along 
the  shores  of  s.  L.  Michigan,  with  14 
reported  in  Indiana  and  3 in  Illinois. 
The  earliest  arrivals  consisted  of  3 on  13 
Jul  at  Mill.  B.  (JJM,  BJG). 

The  Region’s  only  Marbled  Godwit 
occurred  at  Mill.  B.  5 Jul  (JKC,  SBa,  RP  et 
al.).  Ruddy  Turnstones  were  surpris- 
ingly scarce  this  summer,  with  only  7 
reported,  which  is  roughly  half  the 
Region’s  normal  summer  total.  A single 
ad.  Western  Sandpiper  at 
Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL 
26-27  Jul  (DMK,  KAM  et 
al.)  provided  the  season’s 
only  report.  Another  good 
late-summer  find  was  an 
ad.  White-rumped  Sand- 
piper at  Carl.  L.  24  Jul 
(DMK).  Impressive 

counts  of  the  regular 
waders  included  3032 
Lesser  Yeliowlegs  at  Chau 
31  Jul  (RBj,  SBj),  543 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
at  Chau  5 Jun  (RBj,  SBj), 
200  Least  Sandpipers  at 
Carl.  L.  30  Jul  (DMK), 
2000  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison, 
IL  28  & 30  Jul  (DMK), 
and  44  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  at  Chau  31  Jul 
(RBj,  SBj).  A record-early 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  discovered 
at  a turf  farm  in  s.  Lake,  IN  28  Jul  (LPv). 
Territorial  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were 
observed  at  T.N.C.K.S.  28  Jun  (JKC, 
KJB)  and  at  two  Green,  IN  locations  1 & 
3 Jul  (LSt  et  al.),  strongly  suggesting 
breeding.  An  ad.  male  Red-necked 
Phalarope  in  Boone,  IN  4 Jun  (RHe)  pro- 
vided the  Region’s  only  summer  report. 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Laughing  Gulls  appeared  in  typical  num- 
bers, with  3 in  Illinois  and  one  in  Indi- 
ana. The  Region’s  only  reported 
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Franklin’s  Gull  was  an  ad.  at  Chau  13  Jul 
(RBj,  SBj).  Ring-billed  Gulls  did  not  nest 
at  the  Des  Plaines,  IL  rooftop  site  this 
year,  as  special  struc- 
tures designed  to  repel 
the  birds  apparently 
thwarted  their  efforts 
(AA).  Flowever,  nesting 
was  reported  from 
Evanston,  where  juvs. 
were  noted  14  Jun 
(EWW),  and  there  were 
an  estimated  1000  nests 
at  the  established  L.  Cal. 
colony  (WJM).  An  ad. 

Herring  Gull  was 
observed  on  a nest  at 
Waukegan,  IL  14  Jun 
(TAM). 

Based  on  the  virtual 
absence  of  summer  juvs. 
along  the  Indiana  lake- 
front,  it  appears  that  a 
majority  of  the  146 
Caspian  Tern  nests  at  East  Chicago  steel 
mills  proved  unsuccessful.  After  26 

Common  Tern  nests  at  G.L.N.T.C.  were 
destroyed  in  Jun  by  a marauding  Coyote, 
a second  effort  produced  19  nests  and 
20+  chicks,  which  were  banded  16  Jul 
(MW,  BS).  Forster’s  Terns  returned  as  a 
nesting  species  to  Chain  O’  Lakes  S.P., 
Lake,  IL  where  80+  chicks  were  banded 
in  Jun  and  Jul  (MW).  No  nesting  Least 
Terns  were  reported  in  Illinois,  but  Indi- 
ana had  25-30  ads.  at  the  traditional 
Gibson  site  (CMi,  fide  JSC),  and  four 
nests  were  discovered  at  a new  site  in 
Spencer,  IN  1 Jul  (JSC).  Though  breed- 
ing Black  Terns  were  not  reported  this 
summer,  this  species  was  present  in 
above-average  numbers.  An  unprece- 
dented 110  migrants  were  counted  at 
Mill.  B.  during  the  last  half  of  Jul  (BJG), 
and  up  to  8 summered  at  Hennepin  L.,  IL 
(DFS,  CMc,  TAM). 

The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  expan- 


sion continued  this  summer,  with  20 
birds  reported  at  12  Illinois  locations  and 
4 at  three  Indiana  locations,  including 


A summer  rarity  in  the  Midwest,  this  Tricolored  Heron  was  found  at  the  hotspot  Kankakee 
Sands  in  Newton  County,  Illinois,  here  9 June  2003.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


nests  in  Boone  and  Lawrence,  IN  (RHe, 
JSC).  The  White-winged  Dove  prolifera- 
tion also  continued:  an  ad.  and  an  imm. 
(local  nesting?)  were  at  Waltonville,  Jef- 
ferson, IL  14  Jul  (DMK,  ph.  TAM,  KAM) 
and  an  ad.  was  in  Massac,  IL  5-6  Jul 
(DMK,  ph.  TAM  et  ah).  The  Chicago- 
area  Monk  Parakeets  had  a fine  breeding 
season,  as  evidenced  by  the  presence  of 
28  nests  and  60  ads.  in  Burnham  22  Jun 
(WJM),  14  ads.  and  five  nests  at  Rain- 
bow Beach  25  Jul  (DFS),  and  13  ads.  and 
three  nests  at  Calumet  Park  25  Jul 
(DFS).  Smaller  colonies  were  reported  at 
five  other  sites  (AA).  Outside  the 
Chicago  area,  a nest  with  one  to  3 birds 
was  observed  in  Carlyle,  IL  23  Jun-26 
Jul  (DMK,  KAM). 

Both  cuckoos  were  reported  more  fre- 
quently than  in  recent  years.  A host  of 
correspondents  attested  to  the  continu- 
ing decline  of  breeding-period  Common 
Nighthawks.  Astronomical  numbers  of 


Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were 
reported  in  s.  Illinois,  where  Vernon 
Kleen  banded  more  than  200.  Even  more 
impressive  was  a conservatively  esti- 
mated 300+  Ruby-throateds  at  an  Alto 
Pass,  Union,  IL  feeding  station  in  Jun  and 
Jul  (BSt,  fide  VK);  some  observers 
believed  that  2000  birds  were  present 
there  (fide  VK).  Unexpected  for  the  sum- 
mer period  was  an  ad.  male  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird in  Springfield,  IL  24-28  Jul 
(BL,  fide  TAM,  tph.  HDB  et  ah). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Fine  Acadian  Flycatcher  counts  included 
25  on  a B.B.S.  route  in  Hoosier  N.E  6 Jul 
(LSt,  MCI)  and  18  singing  males  in  Indi- 
ana Dunes  S.P.  18  Jun  (WJM).  A male 
Alder  Flycatcher  at  I.B.S.P.  21  Jun 
(EWW)  was  very  late  for  a migrant.  The 
only  reported  Willow  Flycatcher  nest, 
which  contained  one  egg,  was  found  at 
L.  Cal.  18  Jun  (WJM).  A singing  Least 
Flycatcher  in  Brown,  IN  10  Jun  was  sur- 
prising for  this  date  and  location;  the 
bird  was  not  relocated  on  subsequent 
days  (LSt,  MCI  ).  Ad.  and  fledgling  West- 
ern Kingbirds  were  observed  at  the 
established  East  St.  Louis,  IL  nesting  site 
12-27  Jul  (ph.  DMK,  KAM,  KBo). 
Southern  Indiana’s  first  Western  King- 
birds nest  was  discovered  in  Vanderburgh 
29  Jun-4  jul,  where  2 ads.  were  observed 
carrying  food  (ph.  JJM  et  ah).  Once 
again,  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  nested 
in  s.  Illinois.  This  summer,  2 ads.  and  2 
young  were  seen  in  Jackson  13  Jul  (DMK, 
TAM).  Peak  Bell’s  Vireo  counts  included 
21  in  Sullivan,  IN  6 Jul  (DL)  and  6 at 
Green  River  W.M.A.,  IL  on  the  same  date 
(CMc).  A very  tardy  Blue-headed  Vireo 
was  seen  in  Cook,  IL  4 Jun  (JA). 

On  the  down  side,  American  Crows 
were  still  deemed  quite  scarce  at  L.  Cal 
(WJM),  and  poor  numbers  of  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  were  reported 
in  s.  Illinois  (KAM).  The  Region’s  only 


American  Avocets  have  shown  strong  tendency  to  wander  in  the  Midwest  and  Far  West  in  recent  years.  These  four  (often  present) 
were  at  productive  Miller  Beach  in  Lake  County,  Indiana  18  July  2003.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 
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reported  Brown  Creeper  nest  was  discov- 
ered at  L.M.S.F  4 Jul  (DFS).  The  wet 
summer  boded  well  for  Sedge  Wrens. 
Peak  counts  among  the  numerous 
reports  consisted  of  33  in 
Clay,  Green,  and  Sullivan,  IN  3 
Aug  (LSt)  and  10  at  Carl.  L.  26 
& 29  Jul  (DMK).  The  largest 
Marsh  Wren  tally  was  of  22 
males  at  L.  Cal.  22  Jun  (WJM). 

Suspected  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  nesting  at  Chicago’s 
Morton  Arboretum,  Du  Page, 

IL  15  May  (EWW)  was  con- 
firmed 22  Jun,  when  2 ads. 
were  observed  feeding  young 
(DFS).  A colossal  Veery  count 
was  logged  at  L.M.S.F  4Jul:  25 
ads.,  one  fledgling,  plus  a nest 
with  3 young  (DFS).  Tardy 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  lingered 
in  Hammond,  IN  until  21  Jun 
(JBo)  and  in  Cook,  IL  until  14 
Jun  (]A).  The  only  reported 
Wood  Thrush  nest,  which 
contained  2 young,  was  found 
in  Winnebago,  IL  23  Jun 
(DTW). 

Summer-period  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers were  reported  at  15  locations;  the 
peak  count  consisted  of  13  at  L.M.S.F  21 
Jun  (DFS  et  al.).  A singing  male  Magno- 
lia Warbler  at  I.B.S.P.  21  Jun  (EWW)  was 
unexpected.  Black-throated  Green  War- 
blers have  become  rare  but  regular  mem- 
bers of  the  summer  avifauna  in  both 
Indiana  and  n.  Illinois.  This  summer’s 
report  included  seven  reports  after  10 
Jun  in  Indiana  and  two  in  Illinois.  The 
peak  tally  was  of  14,  counted 
during  a 6 Jun  B.B.S.  in  Hoosier 
N.F,  IN  (LSt,  MCI).  The  breed- 
ing Blackburnian  Warbler  at 
Indiana  Dunes  S.P.  returned  for 
the  7th  consecutive  year  (JKC, 

SBa,  nr.  ob.).  An  agitated  pair 
of  Mourning  Warblers  was 
observed,  with  the  female  car- 
rying food,  in  L.M.S.F  4 Jul 
(DFS). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH 

FINCHES 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  nested 
at  Springbrook  Prairie  Forest 
Preserve,  Du  Page,  IL;  an  ad. 
and  a juv.  were  observed  there 
13  Jul  (UG).  An  ad.  Lark  Spar- 
row with  2 young  in  Du  Page, 

IL  18  Jul-2  Aug  (MCh)  provided  that 
county’s  first  nesting  record  since  the 
1920s  (fide  VK).  It  was  a superb  breed- 
ing season  for  Grasshopper  Sparrows, 
with  peak  counts  of  84  in  the  reclaimed 
strip  mines  of  w.  Indiana  16  Jul  (LSt)  and 


20+  at  Lost  Mound  N.W.R.,  IL  21  Jun 
(VK  et  ah).  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were 
also  unusually  plentiful,  with  reports 
from  24  Indiana  and  16  Illinois  loca- 


A  species  that  may  have  nested  in  the  Illinois  & Indiana  region  in  2003,  a White- 
one  of  five  in  the  Region  so  far  this  year— was  present  5 (here)  to  8 July  near 
Massac  County,  Illinois.  Photograph  by  Travis  Mahon. 


winged  Dove— 
Mermet  Lake, 


tions;  the  peak  count  was  46  in  Vermil- 
lion, IN  3 Aug  (LSt).  Reports  of  tardy 
White-throated  Sparrows  included  three 
pairs  in  Chicago’s  Grant  park  through 
late  Jun  (DFS)  and  a single  bird  in  the 
Hammond  Lakefront  Sanctuary,  IN  14 
Jun  (SBa).  A mid-summer  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  was  unexpected  in 
Owen,  IN  21  Jun  (DL).  Peak  Blue  Gros- 
beak counts  of  25  in  sw.  Indiana  20  Jul 
(LSt)  and  1 1 in  Johnson,  IL  3 Jun  (VK) 


1 1 


A rare  breeder  in  Illinois,  Western  Kingbird  was  documented  nesting  for  the  first 
time  in  southern  Indiana  in  Vanderburgh  County  29  June  (here)  to  4 July  2003,  with 
adults  carrying  food  to  the  nest  regularly  at  this  time.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


suggest  that  this  species  is  prospering. 
Painted  Buntings  summered  at  the  estab- 
lished East  St.  Louis  breeding  site:  an  ad. 
and  a first-year  male  were  present  21 
May  (DMK),  an  ad.  male  was  banded  17 
Jul  (VK,  DMK  et  al.,  ph.)  and  a female 


and  male  were  banded  26  Jul  (DMK). 
The  Dickcissel  population  exploded  this 
summer,  with  the  following  impressive 
counts:  97  in  Fayette,  Marion,  and  Clay, 
IL  1 Jul  (DFS),  95  in  Vermil- 
lion, Clay,  and  Greene,  IN  16 
Jul  (LSt,  MCI),  91  in  Greene 
and  Sullivan,  IN  6 Jul  (LSt, 
DSe),  73  at  Jamestown,  IL  2 
Jun  (DMK),  and  50  at  Carl.  L. 
29  Jun  (DMK). 

In  Illinois,  nesting  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  were 
reported  at  Fulton  Marsh, 
Carroll,  where  6 were  seen  20 
Jun  (VK  et  al.),  at  Garden 
Prairie  Slough,  Boone,  where 
six  nests  were  observed  8 Jun 
(MR),  at  Hoffman  Estates, 
Cook , where  young  were 
being  fed  28  Jun  (CF,  AA), 
and  at  Hennepin  L.,  where 
ads.  plus  5 fledglings  were 
noted  12  Jul  (CMc).  An  ad. 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  experi- 
enced an  especially  bad  day  1 
Jun  when  it  had  to  be  rescued 
from  the  jaws  of  a Bullfrog  at 
a backyard  birdbath  in  Lawrence,  IN 
(JSC).  The  only  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows 
were  reported  in  Fulton,  IL,  where  8 were 
counted  16  Jun  (TL). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Alan  Anderson,  Jill  Anderson, 
Susan  Bagby,  Richard  Bjorklund  (RBj), 
Sigurd  Bjorklund  (SBj),  H.  David  Bohlen, 
Ken  Bohlen  (KBo),  Joy  Bower  (JBo), 
Kenneth  J.  Brock,  Alan  W.  Bruner  (Indi- 
ana), John  K.  Cassady,  John  S.  Castrale, 
Melinda  Chapman  (MCh),  Mike  Clark 
(MCI),  Donald  Dann  (DDa),  Carolyn 
Fields,  Darlene  Fiske,  Urs  Geiser,  Don 
Gorney  (DGo),  QGr),  Brendan  J.  Grube, 
Jim  Haw  (Haw),  Cloyce  Hedge  (CHe), 
Roger  Hedge  (RHe),  Jim  & Susan 
Hengeveld  (J  & SH),  Jed  Hertz  (JHz), 
Frank  Holmes,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum,  Ver- 
non Kleen  (Illinois),  Bob  LaBonte,  Dan 
Leach,  Tom  Lerczak,  Travis  A.  Mahan, 
Walter  J.  Marcisz,  Jeffery  J.  McCoy, 
Cindy  McKee  (CMc),  Keith  A. 
McMullen,  Charles  Mills  (CMi),  Robert 
Montgomery  (RMo),  Randy  Pals,  Larry 
Peavler  (LPv),  Margery  Rand,  Phil  Rey- 
burn.  Bill  Rowe,  Diana  Seger  (DSe),  Brad 
Semel,  Wesley  S.  Serafin,  Darrell  Sham- 
baugh  (DSh),  Lee  Sterrenberg  (LSt), 
Douglas  F Stotz,  Craig  Thayer,  Michael 
Topp  (MTo),  Eric  W.  Walters,  Michael 
Ward,  Barbara  Williams,  and  Daniel  T. 
Williams,  Jr.  Many  other  observers  con- 
tributed to  the  state  lists  but  could  not  be 
personally  acknowledged  herein;  all  con- 
tributors are  much  appreciated.  © 
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Peder  H.  Svingen 

2602  East  4th  Street 
Duluth,  Minnesota  55812 
(psvingen@d. umn.edu) 

Most  of  the  Region  reported  nor- 
mal to  slightly  below  normal 
temperatures  and  dry  condi- 
tions, except  in  Michigan’s  Lower  Penin- 
sula, where  precipitation  was  highly 
variable.  Despite  localized  flooding,  the 
majority  of  Minnesota’s  87  counties 
were  declared  eligible  for  federal  assis- 
tance due  to  drought.  Shorebirds  and 
gulls  provided  most  of  the  excitement. 

Abbreviations:  Agassiz  (Agassiz  N.W.R., 
Marshall , MN);  Murphy-Hanrehan 
(Murphy-Hanrehan  Regional  Park, 
Dakota  and  Scott,  MN);  Pte.  Mouillee 
(Pointe  Mouillee  State  Game  Area,  Mon- 
roe, MI);  Shiawassee  (Shiawassee 
N.W.R.,  Saginaw,  MI);  U.P  (Upper 
Peninsula  of  Michigan);  W.P.B.O. 
(Whitefish  Point  Bird  Observatory, 
Chippewa,  MI). 


LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  at  W.P.B.O. 
(JMc)  and  Duluth,  MN  1 Jun  (MSS) 
were  followed  by  6 at  the  latter  location 
3 Jun  (PHS).  Mattson  spotted  a Red- 
throated  Loon  in  flight  in  Murray,  MN  7 
Jun  (JPM).  Horned  Grebes  in  Minnesota 
on  L.  Superior  (PHS)  and  in  Polk  (EEF) 
in  early  Jun  were  probably  late  spring 
migrants;  the  only  other  Regional  report 
came  from  Oscoda,  MI  (JD).  Unusual  for 
location  and  date  was  the  Eared  Grebe  at 
Horicon  Marsh,  WI  3 Jul  (JB). 

Dramatically  different  from  last  sum- 
mer’s Regional  absence  were  Little  Blue 
Herons  in  all  three  states.  Minnesota 
reported  singles  at  Agassiz  16  Jun  (JMJ, 
MB)  and  Hennepin  12  Jul  (OLJ),  plus  a 
pair  with  one  imm.  in  Douglas  20  Jul+ 
(JPE,  m.  ob.).  One  in  Juneau,  WI  2 Jul 
(JW)  and  an  imm.  at  Pte.  Mouillee  1-12 
Jun  (PB,  AMB)  completed  the  Little  Blue 
sweep.  Cattle  Egrets  were  in  six  Min- 
nesota locations,  including  late  Jul  max- 
ima of  35  in  Grant  (CBr,  JPE)  and  54  in 
Douglas  (CRM  et  al.).  By  contrast,  Wis- 
consin had  none,  and  Michigan  had  only 
one  Cattle  Egret  in  Bay  5-7  Jun  (JS). 
Single  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons 
were  in  Shawano,  WI  24  & 28  Jul  (MP, 


DT)  and  Jackson,  Ml  1-27  Jun  (p.  a., 
CB,  SB,  SJ).  Plegadis  were  confined  to 
Minnesota,  where  5 White-faced  Ibis  in 
Rock  1 Jun  (RMD,  KRE  et  al.)  and  2 in 
Big  Stone  15  Jun  (PCC)  were  followed 
by  an  unidentified  ibis  in  Rock  26  Jun 
(DFN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  MOORHEN 

One  or  2 Snow  Geese  in  nine  Min- 
nesota locations  were  possibly  the  most 
ever  reported  there  in  summer.  An  ad. 
Tundra  Swan  in  Wayne,  MI  2 Jun 
(WGP)  was  a late  spring  migrant,  but 
an  imm.  at  Agassiz  19  Jul+  (PCC  et  al.) 
was  probably  summering.  Wearing 
basic  plumage  was  a male  Cinnamon 
Teal  in  Dakota,  MN  7-16  Jun  (CH,  m. 
ob.).  Rarely  reported  in  summer,  up  to 
10  Greater  Scaup  loitered  on  L.  Supe- 
rior in  St.  Louis,  MN  3-8  Jun  (KJB  et 
al.).  Michigan’s  3rd  Common  Eider  lin- 
gered at  Pte.  Mouillee  through  the 
period  (m.  ob.).  An  imm.  Surf  Scoter  in 
Pipestone,  MN  1 Jun  (KRE  et  al.)  was  a 
county  first.  Tardy  White-winged  Scot- 
ers were  at  W.P.B.O.  1 Jun  (JMc).  Mil- 
waukee, WI  11  Jun  (DT),  and  Alpena, 
MI  15  Jun  (WNG).  Even  more  unusual 
was  a female  Black  Scoter  in  Mackinac, 
MI  14  Jun  (JD).  Lingering  from  spring 
was  a Long-tailed  Duck  in  Dane,  WI 
through  16  Jun  (ME). 

Wisconsin’s  19th  Mississippi  Kite 
graced  Door,  WI  17-19  Jun  (p.  a.,  BS, 
B&MH).  An  ad.  Mississippi  in  Kala- 
mazoo, MI  12-26  Jul  (p.  a.,  SJ,  RS)  was 
at  the  same  location  that  hosted  a juv. 
Swallow-tailed  and  2 Mississippi  Kites 
in  early  Aug  2002.  Unusually  far  s.  for 
a late  spring  migrant  was  the  Rough- 
legged Hawk  in  Winnebago,  WI  1 Jun 
(KEH).  Merlin  nesting  was  confirmed 
in  six  Minnesota  counties,  including 
three  pairs  in  the  Twin  Cities  (MJS). 

Unusual  for  Michigan’s  Lower  Penin- 
sula were  single  Spruce  Grouse  in 
Oscoda  (m.  ob.).  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
counts  rose  21%  in  nw.  Minnesota. 
Cooperative  even  in  mid-day  was  an 
ad.  King  Rail  in  Kenosha,  WI  1-4  Jun 
(RF,  TP,  EH,  KJ).  A spring  King  lingered 
into  Jun  in  Emmet,  MI  (p.  a.,  CK),  and 
a juv.  was  discovered  at  Pte.  Mouillee 
13  Jul  (p.  a.,  AMB).  Far  from  its  usual 
Minnesota  haunts  was  the  pair  of  Com- 
mon Moorhens  at  Hamden  Slough 
N.W.R.  that  eventually  fledged  6 
young. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Drawdowns  at  Agassiz  and  dry  condi- 
tions in  w.  Minnesota  attracted  good 
numbers  of  shorebirds,  especially  in 
late  Jul,  when  surveys  consistently 
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turned  up  ±3000  individuals  of  17-19 
species.  Black-bellied  Plover  numbers 
peaked  at  29  in  Alpena , MI  2 Jun 
(WNG),  and  a few  probably  summered 
there;  one  in  Allegan , MI  27  June  (RB) 
and  one  or  2 at  Pte.  Mouillee  16  Jun-12 
Jul  (WGP)  may  also  have  summered.  In 
Minnesota,  a Black-bellied  Plover  at 
Agassiz  6 Jul  (PHS,  JMJ)  and  single 
American  Golden-Plovers  in  Big  Stone 
20  Jul  (PCC)  and  Yellow  Medicine  23 
Jul  (KJB)  were  thought  to  be  returning 
fall  migrants.  Piping  Plovers  were 
absent  again  from  their  last  known 
Minnesota  nesting  location,  but  54 
breeding  pairs  were  located  in  Michi- 
gan, where  150+  chicks  hatched  from 
51  nests  (fide  LG). 

The  3rd  Michigan  record  of  Black- 
necked Stilt  was  a zinger!  Each  of  two 
nesting  pairs  at  Pte.  Mouillee  fledged  4 
young,  for  the  state’s  first  breeding 
record.  In  Minnesota,  American  Avo- 
cets  nested  at  Agassiz  and  two  or  more 
Big  Stone  locations  (m.  ob.).  Michigan 
had  the  first  fall  migrants  in  Berrien,  Ml 
5 & 13  Jul  (RHu)  and  at  Pte.  Mouillee 
13  Jul  (AMB,  ATC),  while  Wisconsin’s 
only  report  was  of  6 avocets  in  Dodge 
26  Jul  (DT  et  al.).  Yellowlegs  peak 
counts  at  Agassiz  were  121  Greaters  30 
Jul  (KJB)  and  1677  Lessers  27  Jul  (PHS, 
SAS).  Two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  apparently 
summered  at  Pte.  Mouillee  (WGP). 
Almost  record-high  in  Minnesota  was 
the  count  of  24  Solitary  Sandpipers  at 
Agassiz  24  Jul  (KJB).  Willets  were  in  all 
three  states;  maxima  were  16  in 
Berrien,  MI  29  Jun  (RHu,JTW)  and  11 
in  Dane,  WI  4 Jul  (ME).  Northbound 
Whimbrels  were  in  three  Wisconsin 
counties,  including  24  in  Manitowoc  1 
Jun  (LM);  Michigan  had  the  only  fall 
migrant,  in  Alpena  16  Jul  (WNG).  Pre- 
sumably northbound  was  a very  late 
Hudsonian  Godwit  in  Big  Stone,  MN  15 
Jun  (PCC);  3 at  Agassiz  27-30  Jul 
(PHS,  KJB)  were  early  returnees.  Michi- 
gan reported  a Marbled  Godwit  in  Alle- 
gan 27  Jun  (RB)  and  3 more  with  the 
Willets  in  Berrien  29  Jun  (RHu,  JTW). 

Wisconsin  had  one  or  2 Red  Knots  at 
each  of  three  locations  on  1 Jun;  3 at 
Pte.  Mouillee  2 Jun  (ATC,  SES)  consti- 
tuted the  only  other  report.  Relatively 
early  were  a Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Agas- 
siz 20  Jul  (JMJ,  PHS)  and  8 Sanderlings 
in  Berrien,  MI  18  Jul  (JTW).  Tardy  were 
2 Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  23  Jun  (WGP);  728  were 
there  30  Jul  (MK,  AR).  A Western 
Sandpiper  was  photographed  in  Dane, 
WI  28-30  Jul  (p.  a.,  CM,  MM).  Least 
Sandpiper  high  counts  included  570  at 
Agassiz  6 Jul  (PHS,  JMJ)  and  504  at 


Shiawassee  11  Jul  (DP).  Minnesota’s 
3rd  highest  White-rumped  Sandpiper 
count  was  of  624  in  Rock  3 Jun  (RBJ). 
Possibly  summering  were  one  or  2 
White-rumpeds  at  Pte.  Mouillee  12 
Jul+  (AMB,  WGP). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  numbers  peaked 
at  520  in  Big  Stone,  MN  29  Jul  (KJB). 
Single  Baird’s  Sandpipers  returned  to 
Agassiz  6 Jul  (PHS,  JMJ)  and  Pte. 
Mouillee  13  Jul  (AMB,  PCC).  Dunlin 
migration  peaked  at  1185  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  1 Jun  (AMB);  2 Dunlin  there 
30  Jun  (WGP)  & 13  Jul  (AMB)  and  one 
in  Hennepin,  MN  1 Jul  (OLJ)  were 
likely  summering  s.  of  breeding 
grounds.  Stilt  Sandpiper  numbers 
peaked  at  652  at  Agassiz  30  Jul  (KJB), 
while  60  was  a good  count  for  Wiscon- 
sin in  Dodge  26  Jul  (DT).  Minnesota 
had  the  only  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers, 
including  5 early  birds  in  Meeker  19  Jul 
(DMF)  and  one  at  Agassiz  24  Jul  (KJB). 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  numbers 
peaked  19  Jul,  with  671  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  (AMB)  and  113  at  Agassiz 
(PCC,  PHS).  A total  of  198  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  was  spinning  at  Salt  L.,  Lac 
Qui  Parle,  MN  29  Jul  (KJB).  North- 
bound Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  in 
all  three  states;  Wisconsin  had  the 
Region’s  first  fall  migrant  in  Dodge  13 
Jul  (TCW). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  unknown  number  of  Laughing 
Gulls  was  responsible  for  Wisconsin 
reports  along  L.  Michigan  in  Racine  4 
Jun-9  Jul  (RF,  EH),  Sheboygan  20  Jun— 5 
Jul  (m.  ob.),  Milwaukee  4-8  Jun  (JI, 
PH),  and  Manitowoc  18  Jul  (CS).  Michi- 
gan’s only  Laughing  Gull  was  a second- 
summer  in  Berrien  14  Jul  (PCC).  Wis- 
consin had  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  four 
locations  along  L.  Michigan,  plus  one 
“inland”  in  Dane  14  Jun  (TP).  Wiscon- 
sin had  Little  Gulls  in  Sheboygan  1-28 
Jun  (LM,  MP,  DT)  and  Manitowoc 
26-27  Jun  (CS),  while  Michigan  had 
one  ad.  in  Emmet  26  Jul+  (JWe).  Lin- 
gering lands  in  Wisconsin  included  an 
Iceland  Gull  in  Milwaukee  5 Jun  (JI) 
and  a Glaucous  Gull  in  Manitowoc  3 
Jun  (CS).  Unusual  for  “inland”  Wis- 
consin was  a Caspian  Tern  in  Jefferson 
22  Jun  (KEH). 

Providing  only  the  2nd  n.  Minnesota 


Providing  the  first  Wisconsin  and  first  Regional  record  was  an  ad.  Black-tailed  Gull  in  Racine  12  Jun.  Discovered 
at  about  7:00  a.m.  and  photographed  by  Eric  Howe  and  Ted  Keyel  near  Wind  Point  Lighthouse  in  Racine,  it  was 
identified  from  these  photographs  and  refound  mid-day  by  John  Idzikowski  at  Pugh  Marina  in  downtown  Racine.  At  6:30 
p.m.,  it  was  seen  even  farther  s.  in  Kenosha  (BB).  Despite  much  searching,  it  could  not  be  refound  in  Wisconsin  but  was 
subsequently  reported  along  L.  Michigan  in  Illinois  and  Indiana. 
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record  was  the  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
in  Pennington  30  Jun+  (GM,  ph.  PHS, 
m.  ob.).  Newly  discovered  but  reported 
by  homeowners  as  present  for  three 
years  were  3+  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
in  Dakota,  MN  31  Jul+  (BSe).  Three 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in  Columbia 
established  a new  Wisconsin  location 
for  this  species  25  Jun-1  Jul  (m.  ob.). 
Minnesota’s  3rd  White-winged  Dove 
was  briefly  seen  in  Cook  5 Jul  (p.  a., 
JWH).  Rarely  confirmed  as  breeders  in 
Minnesota,  Long-eared  Owls  nested  in 
Todd  (BWF)  and  Otter  Tail  (m.  ob.). 
Also  in  Minnesota,  Short-eared  Owls 
probably  nested  in  Polk  (LB,  JMJ),  and 
6 were  in  Pennington  22  Jun+  (PCC, 
PHS  et  al.).  Single  Black-backed  Wood- 
peckers at  Trout  L.,  Chippewa  17  (TW) 
& 21  Jun  (JHa)  were  the  only  reports 
for  Michigan. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
MOCKINGBIRD 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  late  in 
Hillsdale,  Ml  6 Jun  (JRe).  Also  north- 
bound in  Michigan  were  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  in  Wayne  6 Jun  (JC)  and 
Oakland  7 Jun  (SES).  Thirteen  Acadian 
Flycatcher  territories  at  Murphy-Han- 
rehan  were  more  than  usual  for  this 
location  near  the  Twin  Cities  (BAF). 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  nested  in  Dakota, 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  and  Sherburne,  and 
appeared  in  six  additional  Minnesota 
counties.  Wisconsin’s  only  nesting  pair 
was  in  St.  Croix  28  Jun  (LP).  White- 
eyed Vireos  were  in  three  Wisconsin 
and  five  Michigan  locations,  including 
a family  group  in  Berrien,  MI  27-28  Jun 
(TB).  Bell’s  Vireos  nested  in  Dakota, 
MN  (JPM)  and  occurred  in  four  Wis- 
consin counties  as  far  nw.  as  Trem- 
pealeau (FZL).  Single  Philadelphia 
Vireos  in  Wayne,  MI  4 Jun  (ATC)  and 
Steele,  MN  6 Jun  (NFT)  represented 
late  spring  migrants. 

Providing  Michigan’s  first  summer 
record  and  6th  overall  was  a Black- 
billed Magpie  near  Pelkie,  Baraga  29 
Jul  (p.  a.,  LCB).  Carolina  Wren  reports 
were  back  to  normal  after  an  excellent 
showing  in  Minnesota  and  Michigan 
last  summer.  Wisconsin’s  only  Carolina 
Wrens  were  in  Rock  2 Jun  (TK,  AP)  and 
Grant  27  Jul  (AH).  Providing  further 
evidence  of  its  summer  range  expan- 
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sion  into  nw.  Minnesota  were  Kittson's 
first  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  L.  Bron- 
son 2 Jun  (PHS)  and  a pair  feeding  a 
juv.  in  Pennington  21-23  Jul  (PHS,  JMJ, 
SAS).  Still  northbound  in  Michigan 
were  single  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  in 
St.  Clair  1-3  Jun  (DM)  and  Washtenaw 
8 Jun  (SJ).  A few  northbound  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes  lingered  into  early  Jun, 
yet  fall  migrants  arrived  in  Kalamazoo, 
MI  20  Jul  (RSK)  and  Dane,  WI  28  Jul 
(DFa).  In  spite  of  an  excellent  spring 
showing  of  the  species,  3 Northern 
Mockingbirds  in  Minnesota  and  2 in 
Wisconsin  were  all  the  summer  could 
muster;  singles  in  10  Michigan  coun- 
ties were  near  average. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Late  warblers  were  commonplace, 
especially  in  Michigan,  where  north- 
bound stragglers  were  reported  for  16 
warbler  species.  No  fewer  than  34  male 
Golden-winged  Warblers  inhabited  a 
100-ha  plot  in  Douglas,  WI  4Jun  (RH). 
Early  fall  migrant  Tennessee  Warblers 
reached  Hennepin,  MN  13  Jul  (SLC) 
and  Kalamazoo,  MI  17  Jul  (RSK).  Prob- 
ably a late  spring  migrant  but  furnish- 
ing Minnesota’s  first  summer  record 
since  1996  was  a singing  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  at  Fort  Charlotte, 
Cook  4 Jun  (DRB).  Five  Magnolia  War- 

1 biers  in  two  Michigan  locations  1 Jun 
represented  late  spring  migrants,  but 
one  in  Berrien  13  Jul  (RB,  JTW)  fur- 
nished the  first  Jul  record  there  since 
1994.  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
scarce;  Wisconsin  had  singles  in  Dane 
20-23  Jun  (m.  ob.)  and  Grant  27  Jul 
(AH),  while  Michigan’s  only  Yellow- 
throateds  were  in  Berrien.  Good  news 
for  Kirtland’s  Warbler:  a total  of  1202 
singing  males  in  Michigan  (MEP)  was 
the  highest  found  since  the  annual 
census  began  in  1951! 

Two  Prairie  Warblers  visited  Mur- 
phy-Hanrehan  2-3  Jun  (WMS,  m. 
ob.).  More  expected  in  Wisconsin 
were  Prairie  Warblers  in  Pierce  1 Jun 
(RH)  and  Florence  23  Jun  (NC),  while 
Michigan  had  Prairies  in  seven  coun- 
ties. West  of  its  usual  Minnesota  range 
was  the  Cerulean  Warbler  in  Lyon 
23-30  Jun  (RJS).  Single  Worm-eating 
Warblers  in  Allegan  2-28  Jun  (RB,  SJ) 
and  Berrien  1 Jun-5  Jul  (KM,  JTW) 
were  Michigan’s  and  the  Region’s  only 
reports.  Record-high  in  Minnesota  was 
the  count  of  53  Ovenbirds  at  Lookout 
Mt.,  St.  Louis  3 Jun  (SLF).  Two  territo- 
rial Kentucky  Warblers  at  Murphy- 
Hanrehan  failed  to  attract  mates  (BAF 
et  al.).  Kentucky  Warbler  was  scarce 
in  Michigan;  2 in  Hillsdale  during  Jun 


(JRe)  furnished  the  only  report.  Possi- 
bly mirroring  recent  extension  of  its 
summer  range  in  Minnesota,  Wiscon- 
sin had  southerly  Mourning  Warblers 
in  Dane,  Kenosha,  and  Milwaukee  in 
late  Jun.  Hooded  Warbler  nested  for 
the  first  time  in  Anoka,  MN  (KJB); 
only  one  of  the  five  nests  found  at 
Murphy-Hanrehan  was  parasitized  by 
cowbirds  (BAF).  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  were  in  s.  Wisconsin  and  four 
Michigan  counties. 

A male  Summer  Tanager  paired 
with  a female  Scarlet  Tanager  at  Mur- 
phy-Hanrehan fledged  a single  cow- 
bird  but  no  hybrid  tanagers  (BAF). 
Apparently  a late  spring  migrant  was 
the  Summer  Tanager  in  Brown , WI  2 
Jun  (JG).  Furnishing  Minnesota’s  first 
summer  record  since  1983  was  a male 
Western  Tanager  at  Fergus  Falls,  Otter 
Tail  1 Jun  (SPM).  Well  n.  of  its  usual 
Minnesota  range  was  a singing  Field 
Sparrow  in  Polk  26-27  Jul  (SAS,  PHS). 
Providing  Michigan’s  first  summer 
record  since  1987  was  an  ad.  male 
Lark  Bunting  at  Pte.  Mouillee  11  jun 
(p.  a.,  TS).  Rare  for  the  U.P.  was  a 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  on  Manitou  L, 
Keweenaw  29  Jun  (BJ).  It  was  a banner 
year  for  Henslow’s  Sparrow  in  eight 
Minnesota  counties  as  far  n.  as  Morri- 
son 1 Jun  (WEN),  Todd  13Jul+  (BWF 
et  al.),  and  Red  Lake  25  Jul+  (PHS). 
Out  of  season  was  the  Fox  Sparrow  in 
Isabella,  MI  12  Jun  (SL).  Also  unsea- 
sonal  in  Michigan  were  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  in  St.  Clair  2 Jun 
(DM),  Wayne  8 Jun  (JC,  DO),  Oscoda 
17  Jun  (JZ ),  and  Chippewa  19  Jun 
(JHa).  Chestnut-collared  Longspur 
historically  occurred  in  sw.  Min- 
nesota, so  a female  in  Pipestone  4 Jun 
(KLP)  was  noteworthy. 

Dickcissels  were  reported  as  far  n.  as 
Cass,  Polk,  and  Red  Lake  in  Minnesota, 
and  high  counts  in  Wisconsin  of  26 
males  in  Walworth  12  Jul  (EH)  and  20+ 
in  Dane  12  Jul  (MM)  were  not  matched 
in  Michigan,  where  it  occurred  in  only 
four  s.  counties.  A good  count  for  Wis- 
consin was  of  250+  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  in  Winnebago,  WI  14  Jun 
(TZ).  Merely  unexpected  was  the  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  at  W.P.B.O.  4 Jun 
(BJ,  LU),  but  a male  in  Cass,  MI  10-11 
Jul  provided  the  first  county  record 
since  1958.  Orchard  Orioles  fared  well 
in  Michigan,  with  reports  from  20 
counties.  Exceptional  numbers  of 
White-winged  Crossbills  in  ne.  Min- 
nesota late  last  winter  were  followed 
by  the  discovery  of  two  nests  in  Lake 
(JWL)  and  another  in  Cook  (NRRI),  all 
the  more  remarkable  since  the  state’s 


only  previous  confirmed  nesting  was 
in  Rice.  Michigan’s  White-winged 
Crossbills  were  in  Alger  and  Keweenaw 
in  the  U.P.  Wisconsin’s  only  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  in  Oconto  28  Jun 
(J&rKS),  but  Michigan  had  Lower 
Peninsula  reports  in  Gratiot,  Hillsdale, 
and  Oakland. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  Tim  Baerwald,  Jeff  Bahls, 
Pat  Baize,  Karl  J.  Bardon,  Lori  Becker, 
David  R.  Benson,  Laurence  C.  Binford, 
Brian  Boldt,  Chuck  Bradford,  Sue 
Bradford,  Matthew  Bribitzer-Stull, 
Rick  Brigham,  Conny  Brunell  (CBr), 
Adam  M.  Byrne  (Michigan),  Steven  L. 
Carlson,  Allen  T.  Chartier,  Philip  C. 
Chu,  Julie  Craves,  Noel  Cutright,  Jim 
Dawe,  Robert  M.  Dunlap,  Kim  R.  Eck- 
ert, John  P.  Ellis,  Marty  Evanson,  Steve 
L.  Falkowski,  Bruce  A.  Fall,  Dave  Fal- 
low (DFa),  Rick  Fare,  Dan  M.  Floren, 
Eve  E.  Freeberg,  Ben  W.  Fritchman, 
Lisa  Garnero,  Joan  Grant,  William  N. 
Grigg,  Karen  Etter  Hale,  John  Hamel 
(JHa),  Bill  and  Mary  Hartman,  Chris 
Hockema,  John  W.  Hockema,  Randy 
Hoffman,  Aaron  Holschbach,  Eric 
Howe,  Rex  Hubbard  (RHu),  Paul 
Hunter,  John  Idzikowski,  Robert  B. 
Janssen,  Scott  jennex,  Beth  Johnson, 
Karen  Johnson,  Oscar  L.  Johnson, 
Jeanie  M.  Joppru,  Richard  S.  Keith, 
Tom  Klubertanz,  Chad  Kooyer,  Marcia 
Kubacki,  Fred  Z.  Lesher,  Stan  Lilley, 
James  W.  Lind,  Craig  R.  Mandel, 
Chester  Martin,  James  P.  Mattsson, 
Grace  Mayta,  John  McDaniel  (JMc), 
Mike  McDowell,  Larry  Michael, 
Steven  P.  Millard,  Dan  Miller,  Kip 
Miller,  Natural  Resources  and 
Research  Institute  (NRRI),  David  F. 
Neitzel,  Warren  E.  Nelson,  Darrin 
O’Brien,  Katy  L.  Patterson,  Andy 
Paulios,  Walter  G.  Pawloski,  Larry 
Persico,  David  Peters,  Mark  Peterson, 
Michael  E.  Petrucha,  Tom  Prestby, 
Jack  Reinoehl  (JRe),  Wayne  Rohde 
(Wisconsin),  Alan  Ryff,  Russ  Schipper, 
Roger  J.  Schroeder,  Blaine  Seeliger 
(BSe),  Scott  E.  Shaum,  Tim  Smart, 
Jerry  & Karen  Smith,  Joe  Soehnel, 
Matthew  J.  Solensky,  Charles  Sontag, 
William  M.  Stauffer,  Mark  Sparky 
Stensaas,  Shelley  A.  Steva,  Barbara 
Stover,  Peder  H.  Svingen,  Daryl 
Tessen,  Nels  F.  Thompson,  Lena  Usyk, 
Jason  Weckstein  (JWe),  Tom  Wheeker, 
Terry  P.  Wiens  (Minnesota),  James 
Williams,  Thomas  C.  Wood,  Jonathan 
T.  Wuepper,  Jerry  Ziarno,  and  Tom 
Ziebell.  Our  sincere  thanks  to  hun- 
dreds more  contributors  who  could 
not  be  acknowledged  individually,  d 


496 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


In  Iowa,  June  was  slightly  below  average  in 
temperature  and  average  in  rainfall.  Mis- 
souri had  its  ninth  coolest  June  on  record. 
Rainfall  was  above  average  in  all  but  north- 
western Missouri,  where  drought  conditions 
persisted  through  the  summer.  July  in  Iowa 
was  slightly  cooler  and  drier  than  average, 
with  some  typical  hot  weather  late  in  the 
month.  July  temperatures  in  Missouri  were 
somewhat  above  average,  especially  in  western 
Missouri.  Like  Iowa,  much  of  the  state  was 
fairly  dry,  especially  late  in  the  month. 

The  summer  was  also  characterized  by 
little  severe  weather  and  no  major  flood- 
ing. Hence  nesting  conditions  were  fairly 
good  for  most  species.  Several  federal  agri- 
culture programs  continue  to  provide  sig- 
nificant amounts  of  habitat  suitable  for 
some  grassland  species.  The  dry  condi- 
tions during  July  meant  that  there  was  lim- 
ited habitat  available  for  southbound 
shorebirds.  Typically,  few  rare  birds  appear 
during  summer,  but  Missouri  had  reports 
of  Tricolored  Heron,  Roseate  Spoonbill, 
both  species  of  whistling-ducks,  and  a Red 
Knot,  a good  array.  In  Iowa,  nesting  Red- 
necked Grebes,  Piping  Plovers,  Barn  Owls, 
and  Burrowing  Owls  and  the  success  of 
introduced  populations  of  several  species 
provided  some  good  news. 

Abbreviations:  C.A.  (Conservation  Area); 
C.C.N.W.R.  (Clarence  Cannon  N.W.R., 
Pike , MO);  E.B.C.A.  (Eagle  Bluffs  C.  A., 
Boone,  MO);  M.D.C.  (Missouri  Dept,  of 
Conservation);  N.V.C.A.  (Nodaway  Valley 
C.  A.,  Andrew,  MO);  R.E.D.A.  (Riverlands 
Environmental  Demonstration  Area,  St. 
Charles,  MO);  S.C.N.W.R.  (Squaw  Creek 
N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO);  S.L.N.W.R.  (Swan  Lake 
N.W.R.,  Livingston,  MO). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Two  Common  Loons  summered  at  Spirit 
L.,  IA  (SJD,  LAS,  ET),  and  singles  were 
found  in  Jun  in  Johnson,  Kossuth,  and  Win- 
neshiek, IA  (CE,  MCK,  DC),  typical  of 
recent  summers.  Pied-billed  Grebes  nested 
in  Warren  in  s.-cen.  Iowa  (AB),  s.  of  their 
usual  range.  In  n.  Missouri,  birds  were 
noted  at  S.L.N.W.R.  (SK)  and  at 
S.C.N.W.R.  and  N.VC.A.  6 Jun  (DE,  PK). 
With  one  in  Hancock  7 Jun  (PH,  MP)  and 
a nest  at  Cheever  L.,  Emmet  28  Jun  (ET), 
Red-necked  Grebe  continued  its  recent 
colonization  of  Iowa.  An  Eared  Grebe  1 
Jun  near  Indianola,  IA  (JG)  was  late  for  s. 
Iowa.  All  Western  Grebe  reports  were  from 
Iowa  in  early  Jun:  2 in  Clay  (LAS)  and  sin- 
gles in  Emmet  (MCK),  Wright  (JJD),  and 
Greene  (MP).  None  appeared  to  be  nesting. 

American  White  Pelicans  summered  in 
both  states,  with  peaks  of  19  at  E.B.C.A. 
(BG)  and  130  in  Cerro  Gordo,  IA  (PH). 
Least  Bittern  had  a good  year,  with  45 
nests  at  C.C.N.W.R.  (refuge  staff)  and 
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reports  from  12  Iowa  counties  (m.  ob.).  A 
roost  near  St.  Louis  contained  140  Little 
Blue  Herons  (JF);  a single  22-25  Jul  at  Say- 
lorville  Res.  (JG,  DeT)  provided  the  only 
Iowa  report.  Two  s.  waders  made  rare  sum- 
mer appearances:  a juv.  Tricolored  Heron 
near  Canalou,  Stoddard,  MO  10  Jul  (DH) 
and  a Roseate  Spoonbill  near  Columbia, 
MO  30  Jun-2  jul  (tES). 

Six  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  near 
Canalou,  Stoddard  29  Jun  (JE)  and  2 Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at  S.C.N.W.R.  30 
Jul  (DW)  add  to  the  growing  evidence  of 
range  expansion  by  both  species.  As  usual, 
a few  waterfowl  lingered.  Most  notable 
were  an  American  Black  Duck  15  Jul  in 
Saline,  MO  (SK),  a male  Cinnamon  Teal  1 
Jun  in  Warren  (ph.  JG;  first  Iowa  summer 
report  since  1986),  and  2 Red-breasted 
Mergansers  in  Platte,  MO  1 Jun  (JZ). 
Trumpeter  Swans  (reintroduced)  had  their 
best  year  yet  in  Iowa,  with  12  of  13  wild 
nests  successful  (RA).  A Ruddy  Duck  nest 
at  S.C.N.W.R.  (GS)  is  the  first  ever  for  Mis- 
souri. As  many  as  8 Ruddies  were  found 
there  in  Jun  (DE),  and  they  were  also 
numerous  in  Iowa,  with  a nest  in  Warren  a 
first  county  record  (AB). 


James  i.  Dinsmore 

4024  Arkansas  Drive 
Ames,  iowa  50014 
(oldcoot@iastate.edu) 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

There  was  good  news  on  Ospreys  in  both 
states,  which  have  had  reintroduction  pro- 
grams. Nests  in  Dickinson  and  Johnson 
were  the  first  documented  for  Iowa  and 
produced  one  and  3 young  (ET,  PS).  A nest 
in  Randolph,  MO  apparently  produced  3 
young  (TS).  A Mississippi  Kite  nest  in  Des 
Moines  (m.  ob.)  was  Iowa’s  first  since 
2001.  In  Missouri,  several  were  reported  in 
St.  Louis  (BR),  and  a nest  in  Joplin  fledged 
one  young  (JH,  LH).  Active  Bald  Eagle 
nests  total  about  160  in  Iowa;  eagle  nests 
have  been  found  in  62  of  Iowa’s  99  coun- 
ties (BEh).  Eagles  are  also  doing  well  in 
Missouri,  with  successful  nests  in  Boone 
and  Pike  (m.  ob.).  Northern  Harrier 
broods  were  found  in  Dickinson  (LAS,  AB) 
and  Lyon  (PH,  MCK)  in  nw.  Iowa.  The 
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only  Swainsons  Hawk  nest  reported  was  in 
Springfield,  MO  14  Jun  (CB),  Singles  were 
found  in  Dade , MO  (LB),  Cerro  Gordo , IA 
(CJF),  and  Osceola , IA  (ET).  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons attempted  seven  nests  in  Iowa,  with 
at  least  four  successful  (PS). 

Introduced  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  per- 
sisted in  Woodbury,  IA,  where  four  leks 
with  15  birds  were  found  in  early  Jun 
(Roger  Hill,  fide  BEh).  Four  broods  of 
Greater  Prairie-Chickens  in  Ringgold,  IA 
(Mel  Moe,  fide  JJD)  suggest  fairly  good 
nesting  success  for  this  reintroduced  pop- 
ulation. Northern  Bobwhite  fared  well  in 
both  states,  with  36  in  Dade,  MO  21  Jun 
(LB)  and  Iowa  birds  as  far  n.  as  Plymouth 
and  Delaware  (GLV,  MP). 

Four  King  Rail  broods  were  found  at 
C.C.N.W.R.  (refuge  staff),  and  a juv.  was 
seen  at  Prairie  Slough  C.A.,  Lincoln,  MO 
(BR).  Both  Virginia  Rails  and  Soras — rare 
in  Missouri  in  summer — were  heard  at 
E.B.C.A.  (BG),  and  Virginia  Rails  were  also 
heard  at  C.C.N.W.R.  (refuge  staff).  Com- 
mon Moorhen  broods  were  found  at  sev- 
eral sites  throughout  Missouri  (m.  ob.), 
but  the  only  Iowa  brood  was  in  Clinton 
(JLF).  Sandhill  Cranes  continued  to 
expand  their  breeding  range,  with  broods 
seen  in  Saline,  MO  (SK)  and  in  four  Iowa 
counties  (nr.  ob.). 

Each  state  had  a late  Black-bellied 
Plover:  1 Jun  in  R.E.D.A.  (BR)  and  8 Jun  in 
Appanoose,  I A (TJ).  Seven  Semipalmated 
Plovers  29  Jun  in  Woodbury  (BFH)  were 
early.  Piping  Plovers  had  a good  summer  in 
Iowa,  with  three  broods  in  Woodbury 
(BFH)  and  2 chicks  near  Council  Bluffs 
(RZ).  A banded  Piping  Plover  found  26  Jul 
at  E.B.C.A.  (MW)  remained  for  several 
days  (m.  ob.).  An  American  Avocet  was 
found  16  Jul  at  R.E.D.A.  (TB,  m.  ob.). 

A Solitary  Sandpiper  21  Jun  in  Worth,  IA 
(CJF)  was  unusually  early,  while  45  at 
N.VC.A.  25  Jul  (TR,  LL,  JH)  was  a remark- 
able concentration.  The  only  Willets  were 
singles  28  Jun  in  Cerro  Gordo,  IA  (RG)  and 
20  Jul  in  Dickinson,  IA  (AB).  Good  num- 
bers of  Upland  Sandpipers  were  found  3 
Jun  in  Harrison,  MO  (SK),  while  one  was 
at  S.C.N.W.R.  30-31  Jul  (TR).  They  were 
present  in  23  counties  in  the  western  two- 
thirds  of  Iowa  (m.  ob.),  more  than  in  most 
recent  years.  The  only  Ruddy  Turnstone 
was  one  at  S.C.N.W.R.  30  Jul  (TR).  A Red 
Knot  5 Jun  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Buchanan,  MO 
(TDE,  m.  ob.)  provided  the  first  Jun  record 
for  Missouri.  Sanderlings  were  well  repre- 
sented, with  one  in  Buchanan,  MO  5 Jun 
(DE),  6 in  Dickinson,  IA  1 Jun  (ET),  and  6 
in  Appanoose,  IA  5 Jun  (TJ).  Single  Dunlins 
6 Jun  at  S.C.N.W.R.  (DE,  PK)  and  8 Jun  in 
Winneshiek,  IA  (DC)  were  late.  Six  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes  9 Jun  in  Woodbury,  I A 
(JLV),  and  a pair  still  there  21  Jun  (BFH) 


was  probably  nesting. 

Late  Franklin’s  Gulls  included  2 at 
N.V.C.A.  6 Jun  (DE)  and  3 in  Woodbury,  IA 
7 Jun  (GLV);  308  in  Dickinson,  IA  30  Jun 
(SJD)  were  summering.  Four  first-summer 
Herring  Gulls  1 Jun  at  R.E.D.A.  (BR)  were 
late.  The  latest  Caspian  Terns  in  Missouri 
were  5 at  R.E.D.A.  22  Jun  (KM).  In  Iowa 
seven  reports  in  Jun  and  early  Jul  (m.  ob.) 
were  more  than  usual  and  suggest  that  a 
few  summered.  Late  Common  Terns  were 
found  4 Jun  in  Dickinson,  IA  (ET)  and  11 
Jun  in  Cerro  Gordo,  IA  (PH).  Three  Least 
Terns  6 Jun  at  N.V.C.A.  (DE)  afforded  the 
only  Missouri  report.  Near  Council  Bluffs, 
16  including  2 young  were  found  26  Jun 
(RZ),  and  2 were  near  Sioux  City  9 Jul 
(BFH).  Northbound  Black  Terns  were 
common  in  Iowa  in  early  Jun,  with  110  in 
Dickinson  7 Jun  (LAS).  The  only  evidence 
of  breeding  was  a nest  16  Jun  in  Winnebago 
(JJD). 

DOVES  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove  continued  to 
extend  its  Iowa  range,  with  reports  from 
Hancock  (CJF),  Marion  (AJ),  and  Monroe 
(AB).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Nodaway  6 
Jun  (DE)  was  the  only  Missouri  report, 
while  in  Iowa  it  was  reported  from  15 
counties  (m.  ob.),  mostly  in  n.  Iowa.  Sin- 
gle Greater  Roadrunners  were  found  in 
Springfield  1 Jun  (DoH),  Dade  29  Jun 
(LP),  and  Greene  15  Jul  (CB),  all  in  sw. 
Missouri. 

It  was  a good  year  for  Barn  Owls  in 
Iowa:  nests  in  Greene,  Marion  (two  nests), 
and  Taylor  were  successful,  though  one  in 
Tama  was  not  (BEh).  In  Missouri,  a Barn 
Owl  was  in  Atchison  16  Jul  (TR),  and  a 
brood  was  found  in  Stoddard  (M.D.C.). 
Burrowing  Owl  continued  its  tenuous 
presence  in  Iowa.  A pair  near  Percival,  Fre- 
mont had  2 half-grown  young  in  late  Jul 
(tWRS).  Besides  the  usual  Chuck-will’s- 
widow  in  Fremont,  IA  (MP),  another  was 
heard  in  Appanoose,  IA  14  Jun  (BS)  at  the 
n.  edge  of  its  breeding  range.  In  nw.  Iowa, 
a female  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  with  2 
young  in  Clay  29  Jun  (LAS),  a male  with  a 
juv.  13  Jul  in  Lyon  (PH,  MCK),  and  a pair 
in  Sioux,  IA  7 Jun  (JVD)  were  at  the  s.  edge 
of  its  nesting  range. 

Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  pattern  this 
summer  was  the  numerous  lingering 
migrant  passerines,  especially  flycatchers, 
vireos,  and  warblers.  Iowa  had  more  than 
50  Jun  reports  of  21  migrant  species,  far 
more  than  normal.  Latest  flycatchers  in 
Iowa  included  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at 
Algona,  Kossuth  10  Jun  (MCK),  2 Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  at  Algona  9 Jun 
(MCK),  and  single  Alder  Flycatchers  in 
O’Brien  (DK)  and  Algona  (MCK)  11  Jun. 
Twenty  Alder  Flycatchers  in  Palo  Alto  1 


Jun  (MCK)  was  an  unusually  high  count. 
Two  Willow  Flycatchers  were  at  E.B.C.A. 
15  Jul  (KA,  HA,  BG),  and  one  was  at 
R.E.D.A.  22  Jun  (KM).  A pair  of  Western 
Kingbirds  9 Jul  near  Jefferson  City  (SH) 
was  the  only  report  from  Missouri.  In 
Iowa,  pairs  nested  at  the  state  capitol  in 
Des  Moines  (m.  ob.)  and  near  Spirit  L. 
(LAS).  One  found  27  & 29  Jun  in  Cerro 
Gordo  (CJF,  RG)  was  e.  of  typical  Iowa 
range.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in 
Reynolds,  MO  4 Jul  (DS)  was  e.  of  normal 
range. 

Loggerhead  Shrike  broods  were  found 
in  Black  Hawk  (MJ),  Iowa  (BS),  and  Greene 
(JJD),  all  in  Iowa.  Shrikes  were  found  in 
seven  other  counties  (m.  ob.),  but  they 
seem  to  be  steadily  disappearing  from 
Iowa.  Single  White-eyed  Vireos  were 
found  at  three  sites  in  Johnson,  IA  (JLF,  CE) 
and  in  Delaware,  I A (MP),  all  near  the  n. 
limit  of  nesting  range.  In  Missouri,  Bell’s 
Vireos  were  found  in  Springfield  12  Jun 
(DoT),  Dade  21  Jun  (LB),  E.B.C.A.  (BG), 
and  near  Columbia  (BG),  close  to  its  usual 
range  limits.  In  Iowa,  they  were  found  in 
11  counties  (m.  ob.),  including  nests  in 
Linn  (BS)  and  Woodbury  (BFH).  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  1 Jun  at  Algona  (MCK)  and 
Philadelphia  Vireo  4 Jun  in  Allamakee 
(RG)  both  set  2nd  latest  dates  for  Iowa. 

Three  or  4 Black-billed  Magpies  were  at 
Broken  Kettle  Grasslands,  Plymouth,  IA 
(Tracy  Walker,  fide  JJD)  in  early  Jun;  they 
have  occurred  there  since  1997.  Fish 
Crows  were  heard  at  E.B.C.A.  (BG),  away 
from  usual  Mississippi  R.  range.  The  1700 
Bank  Swallows  at  S.C.N.W.R.  28  Jul  (TR) 
was  a large  concentration.  Carolina  Wrens, 
with  reports  from  12  counties  (m.  ob.), 
continue  to  do  well  in  Iowa.  The  only  nest 
reported,  in  Winneshiek  (DC),  was  also  the 
northernmost  report.  Good  numbers  of 
Sedge  Wrens  were  found  in  both  states  (m. 
ob.).  A few  Marsh  Wrens  were  at  R.E.D.A. 
(BR),  E.B.C.A.  (BG),  and  Holt,  MO  (DE) 
near  the  s.  limits  of  range.  A Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  1 Jun  in  Sioux  (JVD)  furnished  one 
of  the  few  Jun  records  for  Iowa.  Single 
Northern  Mockingbirds  24  Jul  in  Emmet 
(DeH)  and  16  & 21  Jun  at  two  sites  in 
Cherokee  (ET,  LAS)  were  n.  of  its  typical 
Iowa  range. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Late  Iowa  migrants  included  a Magnolia 
Warbler  at  Algona  6 Jun  (MCK),  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  at  Algona  1 1 Jun  (MCK) 
and  Mason  City  11-13  Jun  (PH),  a Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  in  Warren  14  Jun 
(PH,  AB),  a Blackpoll  Warbler  in  Iowa  1 
jun  (BS),  and  2 Wilson’s  Warblers  in  Mar- 
shall 1 Jun  (MP).  A few  Prairie  Warblers 
were  found  in  cen.  Missouri:  several  in 
Daniel  Boone  N.F.,  Boone  9 Jun  (BG)  and 
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one  at  Rock  Bridge  Memorial  S.R,  Boone 
24Jun  (BG).  A Black-and-white  Warbler 
in  Springfield  18  Jun  (DoT)  and  an  ad. 
carrying  food  near  Ashland,  Boone  (BG) 
were  at  the  n.  edge  of  its  Missouri  range.  A 
singing  male  16  Jun  at  Hitchcock  Nature 
Area,  Pottawattamie , IA  (MO)  and  a 
female/imm.  19  Jul  in  Dallas,  1A  (RC)  sug- 
gest breeding;  its  summer  status  in  Iowa  is 
poorly  known.  The  only  reports  of  Worm- 
eating Warbler  were  singles  at  Boone,  MO 
24  Jun  (BG)  and  Lee,  IA  30  Jun  (CE).  Two 
Swainson’s  Warblers  were  at  Donaldson 
Point  C.A.,  New  Madrid,  MO  10  Jun  (AF) 
in  its  limited  se.  Missouri  range.  A male 
Hooded  Warbler  was  heard  11  Jun,  and  a 
male  and  female  were  seen  carrying  food  8 
Jul,  at  Brickyard  Hill  C.A.,  Atchison  (TR, 
DE),  the  northwesternmost  confirmed 
nesting  record  for  Missouri.  Singles  7 Jun 
in  Boone  (JJD)  and  13  & 30  Jun  in  Lee 
(MP,  CE)  provided  the  only  Iowa  reports. 
Aside  from  one  or  2 Yellow-breasted  Chats 
in  five  e.  Iowa  counties  (m.  ob.),  singles 
21  Jun  in  Woodbury  (BFH)  and  11  & 31 
Jul  in  O’Brien  (ET,  LAS)  were  in  nw.  Iowa, 
where  unexpected. 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  7 Jun  in  Dickin- 
son (LAS)  and  4 males  13  Jul  in  Lyon  (PH, 
MCK)  were  in  nw.  Iowa,  where  the  species 
occasionally  nests.  Henslow’s  Sparrows 


had  a good  year  in  both  states.  Good  num- 
bers were  found  throughout  Missouri  (m. 
ob.),  while  in  Iowa,  reports  came  from  15 
counties  (m.  ob.),  far  more  than  just  a few 
years  ago.  A Nelsons  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
1 jun  in  Polk  (BE)  made  the  2nd  Iowa  Jun 
report.  All  three  Zonotrichia  sparrows  were 
reported:  a male  White-throated  Sparrow 
3-4  Jun  in  Polk,  IA  (JO,  Missouri’s  first 
summer  Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Nodaway  10- 
27  Jul  (tDE),  and  a White-crowned  Spar- 
row 10-11  Jun  in  Cerro  Gordo,  IA  (RG). 

Blue  Grosbeaks  were  found  near 
Columbia,  MO  (BG)  and  at  R.E.D.A.  22 
Jun  (KM).  A pair  in  Linn  through  mid-Jul 
(BS,JG,  RG)  and  2 in  Clinton  16Jul  (PVN) 
were  in  e.  Iowa,  where  rare.  A male 
Painted  Bunting  seen  throughout  the  sum- 
mer at  Katy  Trail  S.R,  St.  Charles,  MO  (m. 
ob.)  was  far  from  usual  range.  Two  males 
and  2 females  were  seen  25  Jul  in  Jasper, 
MO  (CEv),  where  more  expected. 
Bobolinks  seemed  to  be  fairly  common  in 
nw.  Missouri  (SK)  and  throughout  Iowa 
(m.  ob.).  Great-tailed  Grackles  were  found 
in  St.  Clair,  MO  (SK),  E.B.C.A.  (BG),  and 
Emmet,  IA  (DeH),  all  at  the  fringes  of  nest- 
ing range. 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  Danny  Akers,  Harold 


Anderson,  Kathleen  Anderson,  Ron 
Andrews,  Lisa  Berger,  Torrey  Berger,  Aaron 
Brees,  Charley  Burwick,  Dennis  Carter, 
Robert  Cecil,  Jane  Clark,  Janies  J.  Dins- 
more  (Iowa),  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Joe 
Eades,  Chris  Edwards  (CE),  Bruce  Ehres- 
man  (BEh),  Bery  Engebretsen  (BE),  David 
Easterla,  Cyndi  Evans  (CEv),  Jerry  Farm, 
Carolyn  J.  Fischer,  Andy  Forbes  (Mis- 
souri), James  L.  Fuller,  Jay  Gilliam,  Bill 
Goodge,  Rita  Goranson,  David  Haenni, 
Susan  Hazelwood,  Dennis  Henrickson 
(DeH),  Donna  Henry  (DoH),  Larry  Her- 
bert, Paul  Hertzel,  Jack  Hilsabeck,  Bill  F 
Huser,  Tom  Johnson,  Mike  Johnston, 
Matthew  C.  Kenne,  Steve  Kinder,  Darwin 
Koenig,  Peter  Kondrashov,  Larry  Lade, 
Keith  McMullen,  Mark  Orsag,  Mark 
Proescholdt,  Lynette  Prufer,  Tommy 
Rogers,  Bill  Rowe,  Bill  Scheible,  George 
Scheil,  Pat  Schlarbaum,  Lee  A.  Schoenewe, 
W.  Ross  Silcock,  Tom  Skinner,  David 
Spener,  Emily  Steffans,  Ed  Thelen,  Dennis 
Thompson  (DeT),  Dorothy  Thurman 
(DoT),  John  Van  Dyk,  Paul  Van  Nieuwen- 
huyse,  Gerald  L.  Von  Ehwegan,  Mike 
Warnock,  Doug  Willis,  Ric  Zarwell,  James 
Zellmer.  An  additional  14  observers  con- 
tributed information  to  the  state  reports 
but  could  not  be  personally  acknowledged; 
they  all  have  our  thanks.  © 


"it's  about  more 
dim  Just  bird  big. 
it's  about  apprec, 
aiitifi  nature  and 
making  friends. . ' 
Young  Birder. 


PROGRAMS  POR  YOUNG  51RDERS 


ABA  Youth  Scholarships 
The  ABA  provides  scholarships  to  assist 
young  birders  to  attend  summer  camps, 
workshops,  conventions,  and  other  bird- 
related  events. 

Applications  being  accepted  from  March 
I through  April  30,  2004.  For  more 
information  and  a registration  form  go  to: 

www.americanbirding.org/programs/ 

eduscho.htm 

Scholarships  are  made  possible  through  generous 
donations  from  AI5A  members  and  contributions 
from  Leica  Sport  Optics,  Swarovski  Optik  N.A., 
Pentax,  Bushnell  Sports  Optics,  Brunton,  and 
ABA  Sales. 

Young  Birder  Conference  2004 
The  ABA's  third  Young  Birder  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  June  26-30,  2004  in  the  Kern 
RiverValley.  Join  other  teens  in  California 
this  summer  for  this  exciting  conference, 
featuring  great  workshops  and  field  trips 
with  some  of  the  finest  bird  experts  in 
America! 

For  more  information  and  a registration 
form  go  to: 

www.americanbirding.org/programs/ 

ygbcofan.htm 

Conference  is  co-sponsored  by  Leica  Sport  Optics 
and  Wings  Birding  Tours 


Do  you  bird? 

Do  you  find  birds  fascinating  and  want 
to  learn  more  about  them? 

Join  the  American  Birding  Association 
as  a student  member  and  you  will  have 
opportunities  to  meet  and  interact  with 
other  young  birders  who  share  your 
interest  in  birds  and  bird  conservation. 


A Bird's-Eye  View  young  birder  newsletter 
is  written  by  and  for  the  ABA's  youth 
members.  It  covers  bird  identification, 
field  skills,  trip  reports,  optics,  anrl  much 
more. 


We  want  to  hear  from  you!  Contributions 
from  our  young  birders — articles,  poems, 
and  artwork  are  always  welcome.  We 
need  your  input! 


A Bird's-Eye  View  is  included  in  your 
student  membership,  or  you  can  subscribe 
to  the  newsletter  by  calling  800-850-2473. 


* 

American  Birding 

www.americanbirding.org 
800-850-2473  ext  237 


Expand  your 
knowledge! 

5<*  Make  new  friends 
’<f*  Get  hot  news  from 
other  young  birders 
Take  pail  in 
research  anrl 
conservation  projects 
ro  Receive  tips  on  bird 
identification 

Earn  scholarships  to 
attend  birding  camps 
and  events 


ABA/Leica  Young 
Birder  of  the  Year 
Contest 

Are  you  10-18  years  old  and 
love  birds?  Then  this  contest 
is  for  you!  The  contest  can 
be  customized  to  fit  your 
talents  and  interests — choose 
one,  or  all  of  the  four 
modules:  Field  Notebook, 
Illustration,  Writing,  and 
t3hotography. 

Great  prizes  are  available 
including  Leica  binoculars, 
scholarships,  birding  books 
and  software!  Register  by 
June  1 , 2004. 

For  more  information  and 
a registration  form  go  to: 

wmv.americanbirdinp.org/ 
programs/ygbcomp.hfm 
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A = Kentucky  Dam 
B = Barkley  Dam 
C = Kentucky  Lake 
D = Barkley  Lake 
E = Jonathan  Creek 
Embayment 
F = Land  Between 
the  Lakes 
G = Blood  River 
Embayment 
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Chris  Sloan 

224  Hicks  Road 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37221 
(chris.sloan@comcast.net) 

Brainard  Palmer-Bail,  Jr. 

Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves 
Commission 
801  Schenkel  Lane 
Frankfort,  Kentucky  40601 
(brainard.  palmer-ball@mail.state.ky.us) 


The  season  was  slightly  cooler  than 
normal  and  had  above-average  pre- 
cipitation— both  greatly  welcomed 
after  the  hot,  dry  summer  of  2002.  High, 
late-spring  river  levels  resulted  in  disrupted 
breeding  for  many  lowland  species,  includ- 
ing Least  Terns  on  the  Mississippi  River  and 
lower  Ohio  River.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
observers  noted  that  the  cool,  wet  weather 


resulted  in  a good  breeding  season  for  song- 
birds. Highlights  included  at  least  two 
state-first  nesting  records — Gadwall  and 
Ruddy  Duck  in  Kentucky — and  continued 
nesting  of  some  rare  (Northern  Harrier, 
Western  Kingbird,  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher) and  declining  (Bachman’s  Spar- 
row) species,  along  with  a number  of 
reports  of  very  rare  to  rare  visitant  species. 

Abbreviations:  Black  Bayou  (Black  Bayou 
W.M.A.,  Lake , TN),  Ensley  (Ensley  Bot- 
toms, including  the  EARTH  Complex,  in 
sw.  Shelby,  TN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBIS 

A road-killed  Pacific  Loon  in  Lauderdale, 
TN  29  Jun  (JRW)  furnished  an  exception- 
ally rare  summer  record  for  the  Region. 
Three  Common  Loons  (2  in  basic  plumage 
and  one  in  alternate)  were  present  during 
mid-Jul  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  and 
likely  summered  (BP,  MM  et  al.);  single 
birds  at  Tellico  L.  (plumage  not  reported), 
Loudoun,  TN  23  Jun  (WJ)  and  Nickajack  L. 
(basic  plumage),  Marion,  TN  24  Jun  (KC) 
also  likely  summered.  Pied-billed  Grebes 
were  confirmed  nesting  in  Fulton  (BP)  and 
Warren  (ph.  DR),  KY. 

Up  to  250  American  White  Pelicans 
summered  in  Lake  and  Dyer,  TN  (m.  ob.), 


and  a small  group  was  in  adjacent  Fulton, 
KY  25  Jun  (KL,  NM);  2 at  Cherokee  L„ 
Grainger,  TN  22  Jun  (DT)  represented  an 
unusual  summer  record  for  e.  Tennessee.  As 
is  becoming  the  norm,  small  numbers  of 
Double-crested  Cormorants  lingered 
through  the  summer  at  several  locations  in 
the  Region.  An  ad.  male  Anhinga  at  White 
L.,  Dyer,  TN  4 Jun  (JRW  et  al.)  was  the  only 
one  reported  for  the  season. 

A late  American  Bittern  at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN  7 Jun  (DP)  raised  sus- 
picion, but  breeding  could  not  be  con- 
firmed; however,  Least  Bitterns  did  breed 
there,  with  2 downy  fledglings  discovered 
13  Jun  (DP).  Least  Bitterns  also  nested  in 
Union,  KY  (BP).  Great  Blue  Herons  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  n.-cen.  and  ne.  Ken- 
tucky, with  at  least  three  new  nesting 
colonies  reported  during  the  season  (CG, 
RP,  WM).  Single  Tricolored  Herons  were 
found  in  Dyer,  TN  8 Jun  and  Lauderdale, 
TN  27  Jun  (JRW). 

All  three  ibis  species  appeared  in  w.  Ten- 
nessee during  the  season.  White  Ibis 
appeared  at  three  locations:  5 at  Ensley  1 1 
Jul  (AW),  2 at  Black  Bayou  14  Jul  (NM), 
and  16  at  Mud  L.,  Shelby  26  Jul  QRW).  A 
single  Glossy  Ibis  was  found  in  Dyer,  TN  1 
Jun  (JRW),  while  a single  White-faced  Ibis 
in  Dyer,  TN  4 Jun  (JRW  et  al.)  was  followed 
by  14  there  on  5 Jun  (RH,  DMy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A number  of  duck  species  made  unusual 
summer  appearances.  Three  to  5 Black-bel- 
lied Whistling-Ducks  in  Lake,  TN  7-10Jun 
(JRW  et  al.)  were  undoubtedly  holdovers 
from  late  May’s  unprecedented  numbers.  A 
pair  of  Gadwall  with  2 downy  young  in 
Union,  KY  in  mid-Jun  provided  a state-first 
nesting  record  (ph.  BP);  2 were  also  present 
at  White  Lake  W.M.A.,  Dyer,  TN  27  Jun-13 
Jul  (WGC,  KL,  BL).  An  American  Black 
Duck  was  observed  in  Union,  KY  18  & 20 
Jun  (BP,  KB,  JC),  and  up  to  2 were  present 
in  Dyer,  TN  8-15  Jun  (JRW,  WGC,  KL,  BL). 
A few  Blue-winged  Teal  lingered  into  sum- 
mer across  the  Region,  with  confirmed 
breeding  in  Union,  KY  (BP)  and  Jessamine, 
KY  Qf-)-  Up  to  2 Northern  Shovelers  also 
lingered  at  White  Lake  W.M.A.,  Dyer,  TN 
4-9  Jun  QRW  et  al.).  A Green-winged  Teal 
at  Ensley  19-31  Jul+  0RW)  furnished  one 
of  only  a handful  of  summer  records  for  the 
Region. 

A male  Ring-necked  Duck  at  Ensley  20 
Jul  was  likely  injured  QRW,  MT).  Juvenile 
Hooded  Mergansers  in  Kenton  (FR)  and 
Boone  (LM),  KY  during  Jun  represented  the 
first  confirmed  breeding  records  for  the  n.- 
cen.  part  of  the  state.  At  least  6 Ruddy 
Ducks  lingered  in  Union,  KY  into  mid-Jun, 
and  a female  with  4 downy  young  in  mid- 
Jul  provided  a state-first  nesting  record 
(ph.  BP). 
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The  L.  Barkley,  Lyon/Trigg,  KY  Osprey 
nesting  population  has  increased  from  26 
pairs  in  1999  to  43+  pairs  in  2003  (ER).  A 
continuing  study  of  nesting  Northern  Har- 
riers at  Peabody  W.M.A.,  Muhlenberg/Ohio, 
KY  yielded  reports  of  an  additional  19  nests 
in  2003  (MV).  A Peregrine  Falcon  in  Dyer , 
TN  6 Jul  (KL,  NM)  may  have  been  an  early 
fall  migrant. 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A King  Rail  at  Black  Bayou  8 Jun  (NM)  and 
a Virginia  Rail  at  Standifer  Gap  Marsh, 
Hamilton , TN  13  Jun-31  Jul+  (DP)  were 
likely  breeding.  A calling  Virginia  Rail  that 
lingered  through  13  Jun  in  Pulaski  (RD) 
was  unusual  for  Kentucky  and  also  raised 
suspicions  of  nesting.  At  least  one  pair  of 
Common  Moorhens  and  several  pairs  of 
American  Coots,  both  rare  breeders  in  the 
Region,  nested  in  Union,  KY  (BP). 

Several  species  of  shorebird  were 
observed  in  Jun,  typically  the  “lull”  month 
for  shorebirds  in  the  Region.  Reports  of  late 
spring  migrants  included  a Dunlin  5 Jun  in 
Christian,  KY  (BP)  and  single  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  in  Dyer,  TN  13  Jun  (WGC)  and 
w.  Fulton,  KY  17  Jun  (BP,  KB,  JC).  Also 
observed  were  a number  of  birds  whose 
movements  were  ambiguous  (northbound, 
southbound,  or  lingering?).  These  included 
several  American  Golden-Plovers  in  Jun, 
most  notably  one  in  full  alternate  plumage 
in  w.  Fulton,  KY  17  Jun  (BP,  KB,  JC)  and  2 
at  Black  Bayou  19  Jun  (WGC);  3 Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  15  Jun,  40  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers 13  Jun,  and  a Stilt  Sandpiper  15  Jun, 
all  in  Dyer,  TN  (WGC,  KL,  BL);  and  2 Spot- 
ted Sandpipers  in  Dyer,  TN  5 Jun  (WGC, 
KL,  BL). 

Again  this  year,  there  were  several 
reports  of  extralimital  Black-necked  Stilts  in 
Kentucky,  although  given  the  unprece- 
dented numbers  nesting  this  season  in  Dyer 
and  Lake  in  nw.  Tennessee — high  count  of 
182  on  1 Jun  (JRW) — such  reports  may 
become  the  norm  in  future  years.  This 
species  appears  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a 
steady  range  expansion  northward  along 
the  Mississippi  R. 

The  fall  shorebird  migration  typically 
commences  in  Jul,  and  this  year  was  excep- 
tional, with  at  least  19  species  reported,  a 
number  of  which  represented  unusually 
early  records.  Among  the  early  fall  migrants 
were  a Western  Sandpiper  at  Ensley  21  Jun 
(JRW),  a Willet  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in 
Lake,  TN  5 Jul  (JRW),  a Semipalmated 
Plover  and  a White-rumped  Sandpiper  at 
Ensley  12  Jul  (JRW),  a molting  ad.  Sander- 
ling  at  Ensley  13  Jul  (JR\V),  a molting  ad. 
female  Wilsons  Phalarope  at  Ensley  13  Jul 
(JRW,  AW),  an  ad.  Black-bellied  Plover  at 
Ensley  16  jul  (JRW),  and  an  ad.  female 
American  Avocet  at  Ensley  20-28  Jul  (JRW, 


MT).  Twelve  Western  Sandpipers  at  the 
Eagle  Bend  Fish  Hatchery  in  Anderson,  TN 
31  Jul  (NeM)  represented  an  unusually 
high  count  for  e.  Tennessee. 

GULLS  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

Quite  unusual  for  midsummer  was  a first- 
summer  Franklin’s  Gull  in  Muhlenberg,  KY 
17  Jun  (BP,  KB,  ph.  JC).  A heavily  molting 
first-summer  Laughing  Gull  was  above 
Kentucky  Dam,  Marshall,  KY  24  Jul  (MM, 
BP).  As  in  some  past  summers,  a few 
Caspian  Terns  appeared  to  summer,  as  indi- 
cated by  observations  of  one  in  Muhlenberg, 
KY  14  Jun  (MV)  and  3-5  on  L.  Barkley,  Liv- 
ingston/Lyon, KY  18  Jun  (BP,  KB,  JC);  2 in 
Lake,  TN  15  Jul  (JEW)  were  likely  early  fall 
migrants.  Two  Arctic  Terns,  an  ad.  and  a 
probable  first-summer  bird,  on  Reelfoot  L., 
Lake,  TN  14-15  Jun  (JRW,  WGC)  will  rep- 
resent the  2nd  record  for  Tennessee,  if 
accepted.  Least  Terns  on  the  lower  Ohio  R. 
had  a rough  time  of  it  again  in  2003,  with  a 
mid-Jul  rise  in  the  river  level  inundating  all 
nests  on  natural  substrates.  A new,  appar- 
ently successful  site  was  discovered  on  an 
industrial  pond  along  the  lower  Tennessee 
R.  in  Marshall,  KY  (EC  et  al.).  Birds  appar- 
ently fared  a bit  better  on  the  Mississippi  R., 
where  sandbars  were  not  completely  inun- 
dated by  rising  water. 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  to 
increase  in  the  Region,  with  about  a dozen 
reports  of  birds  in  new  areas,  including  first 
reports  for  Williamson  and  Putnam,  TN,  and 
Ohio  (DR)  and  Wayne  (CBk),  KY.  A White- 
winged Dove  in  Madison,  KY  1-2  Jun  (ph. 
A&TR  et  al.)  represented  the  4th  Kentucky 
record,  all  within  the  last  two  years.  The 
only  Regional  reports  for  Black-billed 
Cuckoo  were  singles  in  e.  Fayette,  KY  2 Jun 
(SM)  and  Dyer,  TN  8 Jun  (JRW  et  al.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A lingering  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  at 
Lexington,  KY  7 Jun  (SM)  represented  a 
new  late  departure  date  for  the  state.  West- 
ern Kingbirds  nested  at  Ensley  for  the  4th 
(3rd  consecutive)  year;  three  nests  were 
found,  one  of  which  fledged  4 young 
(JRW).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  nested  in 
s.  Livingston,  KY  (MM,  BP)  and  in  Ruther- 
ford (TW),  Dyer  (JRW),  Sequatchie  (CB), 
and  Marion  (Jl),  TN,  although  the  pair  in 
Dyer  failed  after  two  attempts. 

At  least  one  pair  of  Bell’s  Vireos  nested  at 
Black  Bayou  starting  in  mid-May  (ph.  MT); 
this  is  one  of  only  a handful  of  confirmed 
breeding  records  for  Tennessee,  despite  a 
significant  breeding  population  in  w.  Ken- 
tucky. A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  nest  with 
young  at  Big  South  Fork  National  River  and 
Recreation  Area,  Scott,  TN  7 Jun  (FR)  pro- 
vided the  first  nest  record  for  the  Tennessee 
portion  of  the  Cumberland  Plateau.  Sedge 

— - — 


Wrens  began  showing  up  in  late  Jul,  with 
nesting  suspected  in  Jefferson,  KY  (BP). 
Unusual  for  the  Region  in  summer  was  a 
Marsh  Wren  in  Union,  KY  6 Jul  (BP).  At 
least  7 Veeries  at  higher  elevations  at  Cum- 
berland Gap  N.R,  KY  17  Jun  (MM)  indi- 
cated an  increase  in  the  local  nesting  popu- 
lation since  the  late  1980s.  A Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  at  Lexington,  KY  1 Jun  was  rather 
late  (SM,  RB),  as  was  a Swainson’s  Thrush 
at  Ft.  Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN  2 Jun 
(DM).  At  least  3 Hermit  Thrushes  sang 
throughout  the  summer  on  Roan  Mt., 
Carter,  TN,  where  they  have  been  regular  in 
recent  years  (RK).  Above-average  numbers 
of  Cedar  Waxwings  lingered  into  summer 
in  the  Region,  with  numerous  reports  of 
confirmed  breeding. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A few  transient  warblers  trickled  over  into 
Jun.  A Magnolia  Warbler  was  on  Black  Mt., 
Harlan,  KY  1 Jun  (DT,  AT),  and  another  was 
banded  at  the  Warner  Parks  Nature  Center, 
Nashville,  TN  2 jun  (SB).  Three  Mourning 
Warblers  at  two  locations  in  Nashville  2 Jun 
(PC,  FF,  LK)  were  late.  A Golden- winged 
Warbler  atlas  project  sponsored  by  the  Ken- 
tucky Dept,  of  Fish  & Wildlife  Resources 
and  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology  continued 
into  Jun  and  had  a final  tally  of  16  pre- 
sumed territorial  males  detected  in  Bell, 
Harlan,  Pike,  McCreaty,  and  Whitley  (LP  et 
al.).  Also  as  part  of  this  project,  there  were 
five  reports  of  Brewster’s  Warbler  and 
Lawrence’s  Warbler  hybrids  from  Bell,  Har- 
lan, Knox,  and  Pike  (LP,  SF). 

As  in  other  recent  years,  at  least  6 singing 
male  Magnolia  Warblers  were  observed  on 
Unaka  Mt.,  Unicoi,  TN  (KE)  in  Jun, 
although  breeding  has  yet  to  be  confirmed 
here.  Quite  significant  for  Kentucky  was 
the  observation  of  5+  male  Blackburnian 
Warblers  at  high  elevations  in  Cumberland 
Gap  N.P.  17-18  Jun  (MM).  This  species  had 
previously  been  unreported  in  summer  in 
Kentucky  away  from  Black  Mt.  Probable 
breeding  Swainson’s  Warblers  were  heard  at 
eight  locations  in  Kentucky  during  the 
period. 

Again  this  year,  a few  Bachman’s  Spar- 
rows were  seen/heard  on  Fort  Campbell, 
Trigg,  KY  and  Montgomery/Stewart,  TN 
(DM,  JG)  and  in  McNairy,  TN  (JRW)  dur- 
ing Jun.  At  least  three  Lark  Sparrow  nests 
were  found  on  Fort  Campbell,  Trigg, 

KY /Stewart,  TN  during  Jun  (DM  et  al.).  A 
White-throated  Sparrow  in  Rutherford,  TN 
17  Jul  (SS,  BS)  was  an  unusual  summer  | 
find.  Quite  significant  for  Kentucky  was  the 
discovery  of  small  numbers  of  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  at  high  elevations  in  Cumberland 
Gap  N.R  18  Jun  (MM). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  detected 
at  several  locations  in  Cumberland  Gap 
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N.P.  17-19  Jun  (MM);  also  of  interest  was 
the  capture  of  6 different  juvs.  at  two 
MAPS  stations  in  Rowan , KY  14  Jul-6  Aug 
(ARb).  In  Fulton,  KY,  the  state’s  first 
Painted  Bunting  (a  male  that  remained  on 
territory  courting  female  Indigo  Buntings 
well  into  summer)  was  last  reported  23  Jul 
(BP,  MM).  Small  numbers  of  Pine  Siskins 
and  Red  Crossbills  were  reported  through- 
out the  season,  and  probably  bred,  at  Roan 
Mt.,  Carter,  TN  (RK  et  al.)  and  at  New- 
found Gap  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
N.P  (RH  et  ah),  probably  the  result  of  a 


good  cone  crop  in  the  spruce-fir  forests  at 
those  locations. 


Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
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For  a change,  the  season  was  very 
wet  over  much  of  the  Region,  with 
New  Orleans  receiving  a record  46 
cm  of  moisture  in  June.  One  can  do  no 
more  than  surmise  that  the  effects  of  this 
rainfall  were  mainly  beneficial,  since  most 
of  it  was  not  in  the  form  of  tropical  down- 
pours. There  was,  however,  some  cyclonic 
weather,  provided  by  Tropical  Storm  Bill, 
which  made  landfall  on  the  central 
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Louisiana  coast  on  30  Jun.  Onshore 
winds  and  the  highest  tides,  predicted  to 
be  1-1.5  m above  normal  e.  of  landfall 
area,  resulted  in  a number  of  interesting 
bird  records,  both  on  the  coast  and  inland, 
but  may  have  devastated  the  tern  colonies 
on  Louisiana’s  Chandeleur  Islands. 


Abbreviations:  L.O.S.  (Louisiana  Orni- 
thological Society),  O.A.S.  (Oktibbeha 
Audubon  Society). 


LOONS  THROUGH  FRIGATEBIRDS 

Lingering  or  summering  Common  Loons 
were  noted  in  two  Alabama  locations: 
inland  in  Auburn  8 Jun  (SDu)  and  at 
Dauphin  I.  9 Jul  (ECS).  Pied-billed 
Grebes,  which  breed  erratically  in  the  Ten- 
nessee Valley,  produced  two  broods  in 
Colbert,  AL  in  Jul  (DJS).  Unquestionably 
the  most  remarkable  reports  of  the  season 
were  of  not  one  but  2 albatrosses  from  nw. 
Florida.  The  “expected”  albatross  in  the 
Gulf  is  Yellow-nosed,  and  indeed  both 
sightings  appear  to  have  been  of  Yellow- 
nosed Albatross.  The  records  were  nearly 
a month  apart,  with  the  first  coming  6 Jun 
about  15  km  s.  of  the  Alabam/Florida  line 
“in  Florida  waters”  (JPD,  to  quote  Bob 
Duncan.  This  was  reportedly  a “leisurely” 
observation  at  close  range.  The  2nd 
record,  in  the  wake  of  Tropical  Storm  Bill, 
was  of  a bird  over  land  at  the  head  of 
Blackwater  Bay,  FL  2 Jul  (MW).  The 
description  was  consistent  with  the  bird’s 
being  a Yellow-nosed  Albatross  (race 
uncertain).  Although  neither  report  was 
accompanied  by  full  documentation,  and 
the  records  have  not  been  acted  upon  by 
the  Florida  Bird  Records  Committee,  the 
evidence  at  hand  seems  to  justify  putting 
them  in  print  here. 

Cory’s  Shearwaters,  regular  over  the 
nearshore  waters  of  the  Gulf  in  summer, 
were  twice  encountered  off  South  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  Louisiana  waters. 
One  was  68  km  se.  of  South  Pass  24  Jun 
(SWC,  DLD,  JS,  GS,  PC,  RDP),  and  2 were 
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60  km  off  South  Pass  9 Jul  (GS,  SWC, 
DLD,  MM,  CS).  Four  Sooty  Shearwaters, 
casual  in  nw.  Florida  waters,  were  seen 
from  shore  at  Ft.  Pickens  18  May  (JL). 
Three  pelagic  trips  34-75  km  out  of  South 
Pass  into  Louisiana  waters  18  & 24  Jun 
and  9 Jul  (SWC,  DLD,  CS,  GS,  JS  et  al.) 
produced  the  follow- 
ing storm-petrel  num- 
bers: Wilson’s  (32,  10, 

24),  Band-rumped  (1, 

4,  5),  and  Leach’s  (1, 

0,  2). 

Imm.  Masked  Boo- 
bies, also  regular  in 
the  Gulf  at  this  sea- 
son, were  seen  on  the 
18  & 24  Jun  pelagic 
trips,  the  first  117  km 
off  South  Pass  and 
another  2 birds  34  km 
out.  A subad.  Brown 
Booby  was  seen  from 
shore  in  Escambia,  FL 
5 Jul  (DF),  not  long 
after  Tropical  Storm  Bill.  A Northern 
Gannet  about  9 km  off  South  Pass  9 Jul 
(SWC,  DLD  et  al.)  established  one  of  the 
very  few  jul  records  for  Louisiana,  while 
one  was  found  dead  at  Gulf  Shores,  AL  6 
Jul  (HS),  and  another  was  seen  at 
Dauphin  I.  9 Jul  (ECS). 

A Brown  Pelican  well  inland  on  L.  Mar- 
tin, LA  22  Jun  (]K,  KF)  was  unexpected, 
as  was  one  far  out  on  the  Gulf  90  km  se. 
of  South  Pass  24  Jun  (SWC,  DLD  et  al.). 
Neotropic  Cormorants  30  Jun  in  St.  Mar- 
tin and  20  Jul  in  Vermilion  (JH)  were  at  the 
e.  edge  of  the  breeding  range  in  Louisiana. 
In  Marshall  and  Jackson,  AL  several 
colonies  of  Double-crested  Cormorants 
yielded  a total  of  281  nests — there  was 
only  a single  prior  nest  record  for  the 
state!  One  in  Rapides,  LA  3 Jul  (JH)  was 
also  unusual.  A single  Anhinga  at  Nox- 
ubee N.W.R.,  MS  29  Jun  (LT,  ST,  ET)  was 
representative  of  many  records  on  the 
refuge  this  season  (fide  TS).  Not  unex- 
pectedly, Tropical  Storm  Bill  drove  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebirds  inland,  one  appear- 
ing in  Baton  Rouge,  LA  30  Jun,  the  day  of 
landfall  (JT,  VT),  and  another  the  next  day 
in  Tangipahoa,  LA  (RM). 

HERONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

A count  of  Cattle  Egrets  returning  to  a 
roost  on  Bluff  L.,  Noxubee  N.W.R.,  MS  19 
Jul  (MC,  O.A.S.)  reached  39,509  individu- 
als. Small  numbers  of  White  Ibis  nested 
in  the  egret  colony  in  Jul  for  the  4th  year 
in  a row  (TS).  A total  of  393  White  Ibis  on 
Yazoo  N.W.R.,  Washington,  MS  19  Jul  (SD, 
GK,  SK)  was  unprecedented,  and  14  ads. 
in  White,  AR  during  the  period  (KN, 
LDN)  were  likely  nesting.  There  were 


also  a few  records  from  the  Mountain  & 
Tennessee  Valley  sections  of  Alabama  in 
late  Jun  and  early  Jul  (LB,  WB,  SDu,  GNP 
et  al.).  Since  neither  species  of  Plegadis 
ibis  is  expected  in  inland  Mississippi,  the 
following  records  from  19  Jul  are  note- 
worthy: a White-faced  and  a Glossy  Ibis  at 
Muscadine  W.M.A. 
(SD,  GK,  SK)  and  a 
Glossy  Ibis  at  Yazoo 
N.W.R.  (GK,  SK).  Ple- 
gadis numbers  at  the 
two  refuges  totaled 
154  birds.  A total  of 
30  Glossy  Ibis  30  Jun 
in  Okaloosa,  FL  dur- 
ing the  period  repre- 
sented all-time  high 
numbers  for  the 
breeding  season  (LF, 
BM).  In  Arkansas,  an 
ad.  White-faced  Ibis 
was  in  White  7 Jun 
(KN,  LDN)  and  the 
Nicholses  had  9 imm. 
Plegadis  in  Desha,  AR  26  Jun. 

A Roseate  Spoonbill  in  Laplace,  LA  2 Jul 
(RM)  was  likely  a product  of  Bill,  and  one 
was  in  the  hill  country  of  Tangipahoa,  LA 
18  Jul  (PL,  KL).  A juv.  seen  by  three  par- 
ties at  Noxubee  N.W.R. , MS  24  & 26  Jul 
(RW,  LW,  DR,  TS,  LT,  ND)  was  far  inland, 
as  were  8 imms.  in  Desha,  AR  26  Jul  (KN, 
LDN).  The  small  colony  near  the  mouth 
of  Belle  Pass,  Lafourche,  LA  was  active 
again  this  year  (RDP  et  al.).  There  were 
17  reports  of  post- 
breeding Wood  Storks 
from  Louisiana,  e.- 
cen.  Mississippi, 

Alabama,  and  nw. 

Florida  totaling 
nearly  3000  individu- 
als. The  earliest  was 
one  in  Caddo,  LA  14 
Jun  (RS),  and  the 
largest  concentrations 
were  over  700  in 
Perry  and  Hale,  AL  17 
Jun’  (BKF),  525  in 
Vermilion,  LA  22  Jun  (JIG  KF),  up  to  400 
in  Acadia,  LA  29  Jun  (DM),  and  more  than 
700  in  Hale,  AL  20  Jul  (GDJ,  DGJ);  a total 
of  156  was  seen  in  Noxubee,  Oktibbeha, 
Winston,  Lowndes,  and  Clay,  MS. 
Arkansas  records  were  of  25  in  Chicot  and 
one  in  Desha  26  Jun  (KN,  LDN). 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were 
encountered  as  far  e.  as  Okaloosa,  FL  12 
Jun  (PLP),  for  a first  area  record,  in 
Plaquemines,  LA  a day  earlier  (MC),  and  in 
Woodruff,  AR  26  Jul  (KN,  LDN;  2 birds). 
Breeding  has  apparently  been  established 
upriver  from  New  Orleans,  but  birds 
reported  out  of  range  could  well  be  from 


the  feral  Florida  populations  (Bob  Duncan 
reports  that  the  Gulf  Breeze  Zoo  has  a 
free-flying  flock).  Two  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks,  very  rare  in  Arkansas,  were  in 
Desha  26  Jul  (KN,  LDN).  Mottled  Ducks, 
also  rare  in  Arkansas,  were  recorded  by 
the  Nicholses  7-8  Jun  in  White  and  12  Jul 
in  Desha.  Five  Blue-winged  Teal  (includ- 
ing 4 young)  in  Desha,  AR  12  Jul  implied 
local  nesting,  and  there  were  3 Ruddy 
Ducks  at  the  same  location  (KN,  LDN). 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  found  breeding 
in  two  Alabama  counties:  a female  and  4 
young  30  May  in  Franklin  (PDK),  and  a 
female  with  8 young  in  Russell  1 Jun 
(BKF). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  FHALAROPES 

Single  Ospreys  20  Jun  in  Oktibbeha  and  8 
Jul  in  Noxubee  (TS)  were  unseasonal  for 
that  area  of  n.  Mississippi.  Jennifer  Coul- 
son  monitored  40  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
nests  (27  in  the  Pearl  R.  basin  on  the 
Louisiana-Mississippi  border  and  the 
remainder  in  the  Atchafalaya  basin),  and 
reported  that  70%  produced  at  least  one 
young.  Peak  numbers  from  aerial  censuses 
were  197  in  the  Pearl  R.  25  Jul  and  85  in 
the  Atchafalaya  29  Jul  (JC,  SD,  PS). 
Unusual  records  included  single  birds  9 
Jul  in  Adams,  MS  (WMcG,  DMcG)  and  19 
Jul  in  Iberville,  LA  (SWC,  DLD);  25  in 
Autauga,  AL  25  Jul  (TAP)  represented  a 
good  number.  Scattered  records  of  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  in  the  Starkville,  MS  area 
(about  8 individuals)  were  unusual,  as 
were  2 in  Bibb,  AL  23 
Jul  (GDJ,  DGJ)  and 
50  in  Iberville,  LA  19 
Jul  (SWC,  DLD). 
Three  reports  of  Bald 
Eagle  were  received 
from  s.  Louisiana, 
where  young  are 
fledged  in  Mar  and 
the  species  is  usually 
gone  by  May:  4 & 6 
Jun  in  Jefferson  (BF; 
NN)  and  16  Jul  in  St. 
Charles  (PN).  In 
Noxubee,  MS,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was 
a nest  with  one  young  5 Jun  (DR),  and 
there  were  sightings  in  late  Jul  of  an  ad. 
(TS).  A subad.  was  seen  in  Oktibbeha,  MS 
12-13  jun  (TS).  In  Alabama,  there  was  a 
single  nesting  record,  based  on  an  ad.  and 
2 juvs.  seen  25  Jun  in  Elmore/Tallapoosa 
(LB,WB),  along  with  two  other  sightings 
in  late  May  and  Jun. 

Two  breeding-season  records  of  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk — 14  Jun  in  St.  Tammany 
(TDC)  and  19  Jun  in  Vernon  (CM) — 
raised  the  possibility  of  breeding  in 
Louisiana,  and  one  22  Jun  in  De  Soto,  MS 
(CHB,  WRP)  had  similar  implications. 


Summering  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
states  are  exceptional  and  must  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  Kelp  Gulls  and  their  hybrids  (and  backcrosses)  with 
Herring  Gull.  This  Great  Black-backed  near  South  Pass, 
Louisiana  18  June  2003  provided  one  of  few  June  records 
for  the  state.  Photograph  by  David  P.  Muth. 


Unprecedented  for  the  state  was  this  Parasitic  Jaeger  at 
Pelican  Island,  Mississippi  on  the  odd  date  of  26  June 

2003.  Photograph  by  David  Dortch. 


I Single  Cooper’s  Hawks  30  Jun  in  Lafayette 
(BF),  3 Jul  in  Calcasieu  and  Vernon  (DM), 
as  well  as  4 Jul  in  Iberville  (VR),  were  con- 
sistent with  other  indications  of  an 
expanding  breeding  range  in  Louisiana. 
There  were  three  reports  of  the  species 
from  Arkansas,  where  it  is  a rare  nester:  14 
Jun  in  White  (KN,  LDN),  6 Jul  in  Wash- 
ington (MMl),  and  from  15  Jul+  in  White 
(KN).  Ordinarily,  Swainson’s  Hawks 
breed  no  closer  to  the  Region  than  cen. 

I Texas,  but  an  ad.  in  Acadia , LA  29  Jun 
(DPM)  hinted  at  possible  nesting.  There 
were  two  Arkansas  records  a month  apart: 
26  Jun  (MMl)  and  26  Jul  ON,  MMl),  both 

in  Benton. 

I 

Seven  Purple  Gallinules,  including  3 
young  12  Jul  in  Arkansas,  AR,  were  note- 
worthy (KN,  LDN),  as  was  an  ad.  16  Jul  in 
Lowndes,  MS  (TS),  at  a location  where 
they  have  bred  the  past  four  years.  Six  ad. 
Common  Moorhens  were  seen  1 Jun  in 
Tallahatchie,  MS  (GK,  SK).  American 
Coots,  which  summer  only  occasionally 
in  the  Region,  were  seen  in  Hale  and 
Marengo,  AL  17  Jun  (BKF)  and  6 Jul  (DS, 
JS),  respectively,  as  well  as  in  Desha,  AR  12 
Jul  (KN,  LDN). 

Reports  of  shorebirds  included  the 
usual  mix  of  late-spring  and  early-fall 
migrants,  plus  a few  from  the  mid-sum- 
mer hiatus  period  when  no  migrants  are 
expected  (about  10  Jun  to  10  Jul 
coastally).  Two  pairs  of  American  Oyster- 
catchers  were  seen  on  Grand  Terre  I.  22  & 
23  Jun  (CW,  SW  et  ah);  they  nested 
nearby  if  not  actually  on  Grand  Terre.  Of 
other  breeders,  the  only  reports  were  of 
Willets,  including  one  over  the  Gulf  44 
km  off  South  Pass  18  Jun  (DLD,  SWC  et 
ah),  one  in  Barbour,  AL  1 Jul  after  Bill 
(TH),  and  2 rather  far  inland  in  St.  Martin, 
LA  8 Jul  (JH).  A Semipalmated  Plover  in 
Okibbeha,  MS  18  Jul  (TS)  was  earliest  ever 
in  the  Starkville  area  by  five  days,  and  a 
Piping  Plover  was  noted  in  Prairie,  AR  27 
Jul  (KN,  LDN).  Two  American  Avocets  in 
Mobile,  AL  26  Jun  (DD,  CD)  were  well  out 
of  season,  as  was  a Greater  Yellowlegs  on 
Grand  Terre  23  Jun  (CW,  SW);  single 
birds  were  very  early  in  Benton,  AR  26  Jun 
(MMl)  and  coastal  Okaloosa,  FL  2 Jul 
(DW).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  summered  in 
Benton,  AR  2 Jun-7  Jul  (RD).  A Solitary 
Sandpiper  in  Leighton,  AL  7 Jul  (DJS)  and 
2 in  the  Starkville,  MS  area  10  Jul  (TS) 
were  early  fall  migrants.  Two  Whimbrels 
in  Vermilion,  LA  3 Jun  (JH)  and  2 in  Pen- 
sacola, FL  5 Jun  (CB)  were  late  for  north- 

I bound  migrants;  one  on  Grand  Terre  1.  22 
Jun  (CW,  SW)  was  about  a month  later 
than  any  previous  se.  Louisiana  record; 
and  one  in  Mobile,  AL  11  Jul  (ECS),  with 
another  16  Jul  at  Cameron  (BF,  RT),  added 
to  the  growing  list  of  late  summer  and  fall 

___________ — 


records  of  a species  formerly  considered 
rare  in  fall  migration  there. 

A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  17  Jun  in 
Benton  (MMl)  was  extremely  “late,”  and  2 
Stilt  Sandpipers  25  Jun  in  Mobile,  AL  (DD, 
CD)  and  3 Short-billed  Dowitchers  on 
Grand  Terre  I.,  LA  23  Jun  (CW,  SW)  were 
noteworthy  for  being  in  the  “hiatus” 
period.  The  same  was  perhaps  true  of  a 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  in  Benton,  AR 
21  Jun  (RD),  though  the  species  is  a noto- 
riously late  migrant.  A juv.  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  9 Jul  in  New  Orleans  (MER, 
DD)  was  earliest  in  fall  for  se.  Louisiana 
by  a week. 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Parasitic  Jaeger  was  seen  on  shore  26 
Jun  on  Pelican  I.,  Mobile,  AL  (DD,  ph. 
CD).  A Ring-billed  Gull  30  Jul  in 
Oktibbeha , MS  (TS)  was  by  three  weeks 
the  earliest  for  the  Starkville  area,  and  a 
second-summer  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
18  Jun  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass  was  the 
first  Jun  record  for  se.  Louisiana.  While  a 
few  imm.  Sandwich  Terns  seen  well  off 
South  Pass  on  18  Jun  and  9 Jul  pelagic 
trips  (DLD,  SWC  et  al.)  were  surprisingly 
far  offshore,  imm.  Common  Terns  on 
these  trips  represent  further  confirmation 
that  small  numbers  summer  well  off  the 
Louisiana  coast.  One  well  inland  in 
Eufala,  AL  1 Jul  (TH)  was  probably 
entrained  by  Bill.  Another  in  Henry,  AL 
26  Jul  (WFC)  was  less  easily  explained. 
Inland  records  of  Least  Terns  included  two 
reports  from  the  Starkville,  MS  area  1 & 3 
Jun  (TS)  and  the  same  number  from 
Washington,  on  the  Mississippi  R.,  19  Jun 
(GK,  SK,  SD).  Three  nest  sites  were 
located  on  sandbars  in  the  Arkansas  R.  in 
Desha,  AR  10  Jul  (AM,  JP),  and  there  were 
late  Jul  records  from  White  and  Prairie,  AR 
(KN,  LDN).  The  aforementioned  pelagic 
trips  off  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  R. 
yielded  low  totals  of  5 Bridled  and  6 Sooty 
Terns.  On  1 Jul,  5 Bridleds  were  at  Pen- 
sacola Beach  and  6 Sooties  were  at  Gulf 
Breeze,  FL  (RAD),  both  in  the  wake  of 
Bill.  A Sooty  Tern  was  also  found  dead  in 
over  340  km  inland  in  Auburn,  AL  3 Jul 
(ph.  JID),  two  days  after  Bill. 

White-winged  Doves  in  five  locations 
in  Okaloosa  as  well  as  at  Gulf  Breeze,  FL 
during  the  period  strongly  suggested  local 
nesting  (DW,  AK,  TF,  RAD),  as  did  a pair 
in  Mobile,  AL  1 Jul  ( fide  HEH).  Pairs  of 
Inca  Doves,  which  breed  mostly  in  w. 
Louisiana,  were  found  in  areas  where  they 
were  missed  during  the  recent  breeding 
bird  atlas  program:  15  Jun  in  Rapides  and 
23  Jun  in  Lafayette  (JFI).  A pair  of  Com- 
mon Ground-Doves  in  Shelby,  AL  14-15 
Jun  (JG,  MR  et  al.)  was  probably  nesting, 
and  one  was  seen  Gulf  Breeze,  FL  26  Jul 


(RAD).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Ashley, 
AR  1 Jun  (LA)  could  have  been  a late 
migrant,  but  one  in  Marshall,  AL  28  Jun 
(SWM)  was  possibly  nesting.  The  same 
could  be  said  of  a Whip-poor-will  in  Rus- 
sell, AL  1 Jun  (BKF),  which  would  be  the 
southernmost  nesting  record  for  the  state. 
Quite  astonishingly,  a Buff-bellied  Hum- 
mingbird that  wintered  in  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  from  Dec+  was  present  throughout  Jun 
and  Jul  (CMa,  MMa,  fide  NLN).  An  ad. 
male  Selasphorus  hummingbird  arrived  in 
a Thibodaux,  LA  yard  on  the  very  early 
date  of  21  Jul  (JB) , and  a Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird had  returned  to  a Birmingham, 
AL  feeder  for  the  4th  consecutive  year  by 
27  Jul  (fide  RRS). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCH 

Two  reports  of  breeding-season  Willow 
Flycatchers  were  received  from  Benton, 
AR:  4,  including  2 singing  males,  4 Jun 
(DJ)  and  2 on  10  Jun  (RD,  MMl).  Eight 
Western  Kingbirds,  which  breed  sparingly 
in  w.  Louisiana  and  were  missed  on  the 
atlas,  were  seen  in  Caddo  14  Jun  (RS, 
VLF).  The  most  remarkable  breeding 
record  of  the  season  was  Louisiana’s  first 
known  nesting  of  Gray  Kingbird,  in  New 
Orleans,  based  on  2 ads.  with  3 young 
5-21  Jul  (DM,  m.  ob. — ph).  An  earlier 
sighting  17  Jun  about  2 km  away  (PY) 
could  well  have  been  of  one  of  the  adults. 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers,  which  are  rare 
but  increasing  breeders  in  Alabama,  were 
in  Morgan,  Jackson,  and  Petr y,  AL  during 
the  period  (SH,  DH,  PDK,  SER,  HHR  et 
al.).  One  in  Okaloosa,  FL  31  May  (BB) 
provided  a very  late  record  of  a casual 
species,  but  another  nearby  on  15  Jul  (JE, 
JB)  was  the  first  ever  in  Jul  for  nw.  Florida. 
A nesting  pair  in  Prairie,  AR  4 Jun  (TS, 
RS)  provided  further  evidence  of  eastward 
range  expansion  in  the  state. 

In  the  same  general  area  as  last  year’s 
first  summer  record  for  s.  Alabama  was  a 
Warbling  Vireo  in  Crenshaw  2 Jun 
(DMW).  Very  surprising  were  2 singing 
Horned  Larks  in  Pickens,  AL  31  May 
(RLW).  Additional  evidence  of  breeding 
Tree  Swallows  in  the  Starkville,  MS  area 
was  gathered  in  early  Jun  (TS),  with 
breeding  confirmed  at  three  Alabama 
localities:  9 Jun  in  St.  Clair  (FM,  BM)  and 
1 Jul  in  both  Walker/Winston  (PL)  and  in 
Cullman  (PL).  Two  reported  from  Bossier 
in  ne.  Louisiana  6 Jun  (RS,  VL,  AM)  were 
unexpected.  A census  carried  out  along 
about  14  km  of  the  Arkansas  R.  in  Desha, 
AR  10  Jul  (AM,  JP),  yielded  354  Bank 
Swallow  nest  holes  and  16  individuals 
(nesting  was  complete).  Cliff  Swallows 
continued  to  expand  westward  along  US 
82  in  e.-cen.  Mississippi,  and  nesting  was 
reported  for  the  first  time  in  Webster,  with 
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17  nests  (TS);  10  pairs  nesting  under  a 
bridge  over  the  White  R.  in  Prairie , AR  21 
jun  (TS,  PO)  were  also  unusual. 

A Swainson’s  Thrush  heard  singing  1 
Jun  in  Sharkey,  MS  (KH)  was  a late 
migrant.  Gray  Catbirds,  which  nest  spar- 
ingly in  Louisiana,  apparently  no  longer 
nest  on  Grand  I.,  but  they  evidently  did 
this  year  in  Hammond,  where  2 were 
present  all  summer  (RuM,  OeM).  One  in 
Calcasieu,  LA  3 Jul  (DM)  was  also  of  inter- 
est. Thirteen  reports  of  Cedar  Waxwing 
were  received  from  nine  Alabama  counties 
spanning  the  entire  month  of  jul;  all  indi- 
cated possible  or  probable  breeding,  with 
one  confirmed  nesting  record,  1 jul  in 
Walker/Winston  (PL).  The  only  Missis- 
sippi report  of  Cedar  Waxwings  was  of  5 
near  Oxford  28  Jun  (GK,  SK). 

A singing  male  Blue-winged  Warbler  in 
Conecuh  19  Jun  (DMW)  represented  the 
southernmost  summer  record  for 
Alabama,  and  a Blackburnian  Warbler  in 
Marengo  was  the  latest  ever  for  the  s.  part 
of  the  state.  Donata  Roome  found  an 
unprecedented  74  Swainson’s  Warbler 
nests  in  bottomland  and  pine  habitat  in  se. 
Louisiana  during  the  2003  field  season. 
She  estimated  overall  nesting  success  at 
32%.  Five  reports  (8  birds  total)  of  the 
species,  for  which  there  is  special  concern, 
were  received  from  Oktibbeha,  Winston, 
and  Chocktaw  in  e.-cen.  Mississippi  (TS, 
MS,  LT).  A Louisiana  Water  thrush  in 
Iberville,  LA  29  Jun  (VR)  was  an  early 
migrant/dispersing  bird. 

Of  the  declining  Bachman’s  Sparrow, 
there  were  two  reports  from  the  Starkville, 
MS  area:  1-23  Jun  and  3 Jul+  in  separate 
Noxubee  localities  (TS,  MS).  Several 
singing  Field  Sparrows  near  the  coast  in 
Baldwin,  AL  into  early  Jul  (CK)  suggested 
breeding,  as  did  Lark  Sparrows  in  Madison 
and  Autauga,  AL  during  jun  (SWM,  SER 
et  al.).  They  were  also  encountered  in  the 
Starkville,  MS  area  1 Jun  in  Lowndes  (TS), 
with  3 on  the  Macon  B.B.S.  route  in  Nox- 
ubee (TS,  MS);  the  species  is  an  uncom- 
mon to  rare  breeder  there.  For  the  first 
time  in  over  a decade,  a Grasshopper 
Sparrow  was  recorded  on  the  Dundee 
B.B.S.  route,  Tunica,  MS  22  Jun  (WRP). 
Six  Henslow’s  Sparrows,  5 singing,  were 
seen  in  Fayetteville,  AR  12  jul  (RD,  MMl, 
JN,  DN),  and  2 were  seen  earlier  in 
Franklin,  AR  1 Jun  (Dj,  AG).  The  first 
summer  record  of  Song  Sparrow  for  nw. 
Arkansas  was  established  by  one  in  Benton 
20  Jul  (JN,  MMl).  A leucistic  White- 
throated  Sparrow  from  spring  returned  to 
a Jefferson,  AL  locality  13  Jul  (RRS,  MBS). 
Always  a surprise  in  summer,  a male  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  that  visited  a Baton 
Rouge  seed  feeder  19-21  Jul  (JB,  PG) 
probably  represented  the  first  area  record 


between  jun  and  Sep  (ph.  L.O.S.  website). 
Painted  Buntings  become  increasingly 
rare  from  cen.  Mississippi  into  Alabama; 
interesting  records  of  this  rare  but  increas- 
ing breeder  included  one  15  Jun  in  Mar- 
gengo,  AL  (DS,  JS)  and  another  19  jul  in 
Washington,  MS  (GK,  SK).  Also  at  the  e. 
edge  of  their  breeding  range  were  2 Great- 
tailed Crackles  in  Lafayette,  LA  8 Jul  (JH). 
A female  Baltimore  Oriole  carrying  food  in 
Sumter  17  Jun  (DS,  JS)  was  very  far  s.  in 
Alabama  to  be  breeding,  and  one  at  Ft. 
Walton  Beach,  FL  4 Jul  (AK)  established 
the  first  Jul  record  for  nw.  Florida.  An 
American  Goldfinch  8 Jun  in  the  same 
location  (MLS)  established  the  4th  area 
Jun  record. 
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Mueller,  David  P.  Muth,  B.  Mac  Myers,  joe 
Neal,  Nancy  Newfield,  Paul  Newfield, 
Kenny  Nichols,  LaDonna  Nichols,  Helen 
Parker  (Arkansas),  Max  Parker 
(Arkansas) ,W.  Robert  Peeples,  James  Pfeif- 
fer (JPf),  Jason  Phillips,  G.  Ned  Piper, 
Robert  D.  Purrington,  Mary  Elaine  Rad- 
ford, Van  Remsen,  Dave  Richardson,  Mary 
Roll,  Marion  Schiefer,  Terry  Schiefer  (Mis- 
sissippi), Bob  Sargent,  Martha  Sargent, 
Rosemary  Seidler,  Don  Self,  Judy  Self,  John 
Sevenair,,  Damien  j.  Simbeck,  Homer  Sin- 
gleton, Gwen  Smalley,  Eric  C.  Soehren, 
Curt  Sorrells,  jarrod  Thaxton,  Virginia 
Thaxton,  Lauren  Thead,  Sheila  Thead, 
Erin  Thead,  Rob  Tizard,  Donald  Ware,  Ray 
Watson,  Louise  Watson,  Michael  Wilson, 
Chris  Witt,  Satya  Witt,  Harriet  H.  Wright, 
Peter  Yaukey.  © 
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Rudolf  F.  Koes 

135  Rossmere  Crescent 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R2K0G1 
(rkoes@merlin.mb.ca) 

Peter  Taylor 

P.O.  Box  597 
Pinawa,  Manitoba  R0E1L0 
(taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 


After  near-normal  temperatures 
and  precipitation  in  June,  the 
Region  became  hot  and  dry  in 
July.  Drought  conditions  prevailed  by  the 
end  of  the  period  from  southern  Alberta 
to  southwestern  Manitoba,  with  many 
water  bodies  disappearing  completely. 
Waders  once  again  made  the  news,  par- 
ticularly in  s.  Manitoba,  while  surveys  in 
the  little-birded  Caribou  Mountains  of 
extreme  northern  Alberta  led  to  many 
discoveries. 

Abbreviations:  Oak  Hammock  (Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.,  MB);  White- 
water  L.  (Whitewater  Lake  W.M.A.,  MB) 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Yellow-billed  Loon,  reported  without 
details  at  Churchill,  MB  10  Jun,  was 
about  the  8th  for  the  province  (AS).  Also 
at  Churchill,  a Pied-billed  Grebe  19  Jun 


was  rare  (PB  et  ah).  Some  120  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  at  a small  pond  near 
Pierson,  MB  5 Jun  were  far  from  the  near- 
est colony  (CC).  At  least  3 Least  Bitterns 
were  at  Oak  Hammock  in  early  Jun  (m. 
ob.).  A Great  Egret  lingered  at  Calgary, 
AB  8-16  Jun  (SM,  DR,  m.  ob.).  Whitewa- 
ter L.  hosted  up  to  3 Snowy  Egrets 
through  the  summer  (LV,  WC,  MW,  m. 
ob.),  and  up  to  2 were  at  Frank  L.,  AB 
27-31  Jul  (TK,  FW,  m.  ob.).  Varying 
numbers  of  Cattle  Egrets  were  noted  at 
Whitewater  L.  through  the  period;  breed- 
ing probably  occurred,  as  birds  were  seen 
carrying  nesting  material  (CC,  LV,  m. 
ob.).  The  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
first  seen  at  Oak  Hammock  in  May  was 
last  reported  4 Jun  (m.  ob.).  Fourteen 
White-faced  Ibis  were  at  Frank  L.  28  Jul 
(MMu,  JP),  and  at  least  2 summered  at 
Whitewater  L.  (m.  ob.).  The  species  has 
become  almost  annual  at  these  locations. 
Single  Turkey  Vultures  at  Calgary  8 Jul 
(AP,  GY)  and  near  Longview,  AB  22  Jul 
(JM)  were  far  west. 

Aerial  surveys  revealed  another  three 
or  four  Trumpeter  Swan  nests  at  Riding 
Mountain  N.P.,  MB  after  a single  nest  had 
been  discovered  there  in  late  May;  20  ads. 
and  10  cygnets  were  counted  in  Aug  (KK, 
WV).  These  represent  the  first  known 
nestings  in  the  province  in  nearly  a cen- 
tury. The  pair  of  Tundra  Swans  first 
reported  in  spring  at  Patience  L.,  SK,  far 
s.  of  the  normal  range,  produced  2 young 
(GT  et  al.).  Alberta  had  2 Cinnamon  x 
Blue-winged  Teal  hybrid  males,  13  Jun 
near  Dalroy  and  20  Jun  near  Strathmore 
(TK).  Astotin  L.  in  Elk  Island  N.P.,  AB 
held  176  Buffleheads  13  Jun  (AF,  MMu, 
JP). 

Good  numbers  of  Swainsons  Hawks  in 
Saskatchewan  included  96+  near  Wey- 
burn  3 Jul  (CB,  MB),  but  intensive  pesti- 
cide spraying  to  kill  grasshoppers  was 
seen  as  a potential  threat. 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eighteen  Yellow  Rails  were  tallied  along  a 
12-km  route  in  the  Qu’Appelle  Valley 
near  Craven,  SK  27  Jun  (BL),  and  Vir- 
ginia Rails  were  thought  to  be  breeding  at 


\ Four  birders — Wayne  Nordstrom,  Richard  Thomas,  Drajs  Vujnovic,  and  Jul  Wojnowksi — conducted  biological  inventory  fieldwork  at  Caribou  Mts.  Wildland  Provincial  Park  in  n. 
3 1\ Alberta  between  9 and  18  Jun.  Among  their  most  interesting  sightings  were  Red-throated  Loons,  with  a maximum  of  7 on  Wentzel  L.  9 Jun  and  a pair  with  a chick  near  Pitchimi 
L.  in  a follow-up  survey  1 3 Jul  (L.  Allen,  D.  Johnson,  K.  Vujnovic,  C.  Weitzel).  A Pacific  Loon  was  found  1 1 Jun  on  Wentzel  L,  where  breeding  has  been  suspected  in  the  past. 

First  records  for  the  Caribou  Mts.  included  a Pied-billed  Grebe  10  Jun  and  9 Eared  Grebes  9 Jun,  all  on  Wentzel  L,  3 Barrow's  Goldeneyes  at  Margaret  L.  15  Jun,  and  2 American  Coots  at 
Wentzel  L.  9-10  Jun.  Also  at  Wentzel  L.  9 Jun  was  a Long-eared  Owl.  Passerine  firsts  for  the  Caribou  Mts.  were  an  American  Crow  10  Jun,  2 Philadelphia  Vireos  17  Jun,  a surprising  North- 
ern Mockingbird  10  Jun,  and  2 Ovenbirds  17  Jun. 

Also  of  interest  were  5 Greater  Scaup  on  Wentzel  L.  throughout  the  inventory  period,  a Long-tailed  Duck  on  Wentzel  L.  9 Jun,  1 1 Surf  Scoters  on  Pitchimi  L.  14  Jun,  up  to  7 Mew  Gulls  on 
various  lakes,  and  an  Arctic  Tern  at  Rocky  Islands  L.  14  Jun.  A pair  of  Northern  Hawk  Owls  fed  2 young  at  Wentzel  L.  10  Jun.  At  least  10  Rusty  Blackbirds,  some  carrying  food,  were  noted  at 
Rocky  Islands  L.  14  Jun. 
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Banff  N.R,  AB  (JP).  There  were  numerous 
Black-necked  Stilt  reports  in  Alberta, 
while  Saskatchewan  had  up  to  21  birds, 
and  one  was  at  Whitewater  L.  in  mid-Jun 
(fide  GH).  Shorebird  migration  in  Mani- 
toba was  strong  in  Jul:  1400  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  were  near  Darlingford  and 
400+  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  near  Bois- 
sevain  19  Jul  (G&SG).  Two  Whim- 
brels  at  Saskatchewan  Landing  P.P.,  SK 
21-22  Jun  (M,  R&LD)  and  2 Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  near  Trossachs, 

SK  16  Jun  (V&DT)  were  likely  late 
northbound  migrants. 

Three  fly-by  Parasitic  Jaegers  at 
Broomhill,  MB  4 Jun — in  the  far  sw. 
corner  of  the  province  near  Melita — 
were  completely  unexpected  (GH, 
AS),  as  was  a Laughing  Gull  at  White- 
water  L.  13  Jul  (GH,  AC).  Up  to  14 
Little  Gulls  were  at  Churchill  (BC), 
while  a California  Gull  there  20  Jun 
was  rare  (BD).  Other  notable  larids 
included  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Ft. 
McMurray,  AB  9-10  Jun  (TK),  a Glau- 
cous Gull  at  Blackstrap  Res.,  SK  30  Jun 
( fide  SS),  a presumed  Herring  Gull  x 
Glaucous  Gull  hybrid  at  Ft.  McMurray 
10  Jun  (TK),  and  an  amazing  93  Sabine’s 
Gulls  at  Chestermere  L.,  AB  1 Jun,  with 
another  at  nearby  Shepard  the  same  day 
(TK).  A Black-legged  Kittiwake  at 
Churchill  14-16  Jun 
was  about  Manitoba’s 
7th  (BC,  m.  ob.).  An 
Arctic  Tern  was  a good 
find  at  St.  Ambroise  P.P., 

MB  3 Jun  (GH,  AS). 

A Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  near  Blackstrap 
Res.  30Jun-8  Jul  was  at 
a new  location  (fide  SS). 

Locally  rare  were  3 
Chimney  Swifts  at  Este- 
van,  SK  29  Jun 
(G&SW),  a Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  near 
Longview  (J&MM),  and 
a Hairy  Woodpecker  at 
Churchill  11-23  Jun 
(RK,  PB  et  al.). 

PASSERINES 

A Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher at  Banff  N.R  12 
Jul  was  rare  (KB),  as 
was  an  Eastern  Kingbird 
at  Churchill  15  Jun  (m. 
ob.).  A pair  of  White-breasted 
Nuthatches,  with  4 recently  fledged 
young,  provided  Regina,  SK  with  its  first 
confirmed  breeding  record  10  Jun  (JC). 
Churchill  had  a Brown  Creeper  23  Jun 
(PB  et  al.).  Eastern  Bluebird  numbers 
burgeoned  at  the  w.  edge  of  their  range  in 


Saskatchewan,  with  10+  nesting  along 
the  Souris  R.,  up  to  8 in  the  Qu’Appelle 
Valley,  and  5 in  the  Good  Spirit  L.  area 
(BL,  B&rJA).  Mountain  Bluebirds  also  had 
a stellar  year  in  Saskatchewan,  as  500+ 


Aerial  surveys  during  the  summer  of  2003  in  Riding  Mountain  National  Park, 
Manitoba  revealed  several  breeding  pairs  of  Trumpeter  Swan,  including  this 
one  with  young  in  August.  The  last  confirmed  nesting  in  the  province  occurred 
about  a century  ago.  Photograph  by  Wybo  Vanderschuit. 


fledged  from  200  boxes  in  the  Good 
Spirit  L.  area  (B&JA)  and  another  150+ 
were  raised  from  84  boxes  near  Aber- 
nethy  (RB).  A Wood  Thrush  in  the  Cot- 
tonwood/Wascana  Creek  Valley  14-16 
Jun  was  about  the  20th  for  Saskatchewan 
(TH,  BL,  SA,  m.  ob.).  Manitoba  had  3 
Northern  Mockingbirds,  one  was  near 


This  Snowy  Egret  was  one  of  at  least  three  present  at  Whitewater  Lake,  Manitoba  during  the  summer 
(here  20  June  2003).  Photograph  by  Ward  Christianson  and  Marlene  Waldron. 


Rush  L.,  SK  2 Jun  (fide  MP),  and  another 
visited  Pakowki  L.,  AB  29  Jun  (BF,  BV, 
TC). 

Two  Yellow-breasted  Chats  at  Carse- 
land,  AB  6 Jun  were  considered  far  w.  of 
normal  (fide  GY).  A probable  female 
Summer  Tanager  was  near  Regina  6 Jul 


PRAIRIE  PROVINCES 


(JCu),  and  a male  Western  Tanager  sang 
at  Paint  Lake  P.P.,  MB  11  Jun  (JV  et  al.).  A 
Lark  Sparrow  at  Churchill  4-13  Jun  was 
a local  rarity  (BS,  DAS,  RK  et  al.).  Only  in 
s.  Saskatchewan  were  good  numbers  of 
Lark  Buntings  reported.  A Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  at  Churchill  16  Jun  was 
another  rarity  (BK).  Single  Grasshop- 
per Sparrows  at  Camper  11  Jun  (KG) 
and  at  Tyndall  22  Jun  (RK)  were  the 
first  recorded  in  e.  Manitoba  in  years. 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were 
notably  scarce  in  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba.  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
visited  a Churchill  feeder  6 Jun  (fide 
BC). 

More  Lazuli  Buntings  than  usual 
were  noted  in  s.  Saskatchewan,  with 
sightings  at  two  areas  near  Roche  Per- 
cee,  the  Cottonwood/Wascana  Cr. 
Valley,  near  Lumsden,  and  at  the 
Eagle  Creek  MAPS  banding  station 
(BL  et  al.).  Single  Indigo  Buntings  in 
Kananaskis  Country,  AB  14  Jun  (HG, 
BW)  and  at  Medicine  Hat  8-30  Jul  (BF, 
m.  ob.)  drew  attention.  An  American 
Goldfinch  at  Churchill  15  Jun  was  a first 
for  the  area  (m.  ob.). 


Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Bob  & Joyce  Anaka,  Avifauna  Swe- 
den group,  Sandy  Ayer,  Paul  Bachinski, 
Martin  Bailey,  Kevin 
Barker,  Ron  Bittner, 
Carol  Bjorklund,  Bon- 
nie Chartier,  Ward 
Christianson,  Jared 
Clarke,  Andy  Cour- 
celles,  Tim  Cowley,  Jim 
Cummings  (JCu).  Cal 
Cuthbert,  Detroit 
Audubon  Soc.,  Bruce 
DiLabio,  Mary  Ann, 
Ryan  & Larry 
Dudragne,  Allan 

Fishkin,  Bob  Frew,  Ken 
Gardner,  Gord  & Susan 
Grieef,  Horst  Groth- 
man,  Mike  Harrison, 
Trevor  Herriot,  George 
Holland,  B.  Kane,  Ken 
Kingdon,  Rudolf  Koes, 
Terry  Korolyk,  Bob 
Luterbach,  Joan  & 
Malcolm  McDonald, 
Stuart  Mile,  Joyce 
Moore,  Mike  Mulligan 
(MMu),  Aileen  Pelzer, 
Jerry  Pilny,  Myrna  Priebe,  Dave  Reid,  Bob 
Schwartesky,  Stan  Shadick,  Val  & Doyle 
Thomas,  George  Tosh,  Jay  Vandergaast, 
Wybo  Vanderschuit,  Ben  Velner,  Liis 
Veelma,  Marlene  Waldron,  Guy  & Sandra 
Wapple,  Fred  Whiley,  Bill  Wilson,  Gus 
Yaki.  © 
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Ron  Martin 

16900  125th  Street  SE 
Sawyer,  North  Dakota  58781-9284 
(jrmartin@ndak.net) 


Most  of  the  Region  had  a cool 
first  half  of  June  with  average 
precipitation.  The  rest  of  the 
season  was  very  dry  and  hot.  The  aver- 
age July  temperature  in  Billings,  Mon- 
tana was  the  second  highest  on  record, 
and  some  areas  of  North  Dakota  had 
July  temperatures  9°  F above  average. 
The  fast-drying  wetlands  produced 
some  good  shorebird  concentrations. 
The  highlight  of  the  season  was  the  first 
Regional  record  for  Little  Stint. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Accidental  in  summer,  a Pacific  Loon 
was  found  on  Ft.  Peck  Res.,  MT  26  Jun 
(p.a.,  SJD).  A Cattle  Egret  at  Benton 
Lake  N.W.R.,  MT  2 Jun  furnished  the 
2nd  record  for  the  refuge  (SM).  In 
North  Dakota,  a Cattle  Egret  in  Burke 
15  Jun  was  nw.  of  the  species’  range 
(TN).  In  South  Dakota,  4000  Cattle 
Egrets  were  tallied  at  Sand  Lake  N.W.R., 
Brown  29  Jun  (SJD).  Casual  w.  of  the 
Missouri  R.,  a White-faced  Ibis  was  in 


Bowman , ND  25Jul  (DAG,  CG). 

Five  Ruddy  Shelducks — presumably 
escapees  from  a collection — were  pho- 
tographed 22  Jul  at  J.  Clark  Salyer 
N.W.R.  (REM,  GBB).  (The  species  has 
been  documented  as  a wild  vagrant  to 
Nunavut  and  Greenland,  but  U.  S. 
records  are  considered  to  be  of  former 
captives.)  A Bufflehead  brood  in 
Burleigh,  ND  11  Jun  provided  the  3rd 
nesting  for  the  state  away  from  the  Tur- 
tle Mts.  (JK).  A Broad-winged  Hawk 
nest  located  18  Jun  in  the  Sandhills  of  J. 
Clark  Salyer  N.W.R. , ND  furnished  a 
first  McHenry  record  (AH).  Accidental 
in  summer,  a Rough-legged  Hawk  was 
seen  in  late  Jun  and  again  15  Jul  at 
Freezeout  L.,  MT  (p.  a.,  EH,  TB,  MS) 

It  was  a spectacular  year  for  Yellow 
Rails  in  Grand  Forks,  ND.  On  4 Jun, 
110  were  heard  in  six  hours  in  33  sec- 
tions of  wet  grassland,  including  20 
birds  heard  from  one  spot.  Lambeth 
speculated  that  the  number  in  the  area 
might  have  been  in  the  250-500  range 
(DOL).  Casual  in  ne.  Montana,  a Yellow 
Rail  was  heard  at  Medicine  Lake  N.W.R. 


28  Jun  (p.  a.,  REM,  SJD).  The  first  nest- 
ing in  South  Dakota  since  1910,  a pair 
of  Sandhill  Cranes  with  young  was 
noted  in  Bennett  2 Jun  (p.  a.,  MA). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

A Snowy  Plover  photographed  in  Kid- 
der, ND  4 Jul  provided  the  7th  report  for 
the  state,  all  but  one  recorded  since 
1999  (p.  a.,  JM).  A new  peak  for  North 
Dakota,  241  Semipalmated  Plovers  were 
at  J.  Clark  Salyer  N.W.R.  27  Jul  (REM). 
Furnishing  the  5th  nesting  for  North 
Dakota,  a pair  of  Black-necked  Stilts 
was  on  eggs  in  Jun  at  McKenzie  Slough, 
Burleigh  (HCT).  The  first  fall  sighting 
for  Freezeout  L.,  MT,  a Hudsonian  God- 
wit  was  photographed  26-31  Jul  (MS, 
CP,  WT).  In  North  Dakota,  39  Hudson- 
ian Godwits  were  among  15,000- 
20,000  shorebirds  at  J.  Clark  Salyer 
N.W.R.  27  Jul  (REM,  GBB).  Notable 
Marbled  Godwit  concentrations 
included  800  at  Horsehead  L.,  ND  27 
Jun  (LDI)  and  774  at  Benton  Lake  N.W. 
R„  MT  9 Jul  (SM). 

Caspian  Terns  continue  to  increase  in 
the  Region.  At  Ft.  Peck  Res.,  MT,  525 
ads.  and  254  nests  were  counted  26  Jun 
(SJD).  In  North  Dakota,  the  species  was 
noted  in  nine  counties.  Three  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  in  Kingsbury  19  Jul  pro- 
vided only  the  4th  record  for  the  sum- 
mer season  in  South  Dakota  (JSP). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  KINGBIRDS 

If  accepted,  a Band-tailed  Pigeon  29 
Jun-2  Jul  in  Jones,  SD  would  provide 
the  7th  record  for  the  state  (p.  a.,  RDO, 
KM).  The  6th  report  for  Montana,  2 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at  Cul- 
bertson 29  Jun  (p.  a.,  SJD).  There  were 
several  new  localities  for  this  species  in 
North  Dakota:  9 at  Bowman  22  Jun 
(REM,  DNS)  and  8 at  Beulah  24  Jun 
(HCT,  BM).  A potential  3rd  record  for 
Montana,  a White-winged  Dove  was 
photographed  near  Roundup  26  Jul  (p. 
a.,LH,  WH). 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  well  nw. 
of  usual  range  at  Harvey,  ND  7 Jul  (SE). 
For  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  was  reported  from 
the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota.  One 
individual  was  in  Pennington  12  Jul 
(RDO). 


Only  the  2nd  report  e.  of  the  Missouri 

The  bird  of  the  season,  an  alternate-plumaged  Little  Stint,  was  photographed  at  the  Minot  Sewage  Lagoons, 
ND.  Seen  briefly  in  the  evening  of  4 Jul,  the  bird  was  identified  on  5 Jul  and  was  subsequently  seen  by  12 
observers.  Unfortunately,  the  bird  could  not  be  relocated  on  6 Jul.  Casual  on  the  coasts  in  the  lower  48,  this  species  has 
been  recorded  only  a few  times  in  the  interior  of  the  continent.  If  accepted,  this  will  furnish  a first  state  and  Regional 
record  (p.  a.,  REM,  BD,  DNS,  PHS). 
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R.  in  South  Dakota,  a West- 
ern Wood-Pewee  was  in  Bon 
Homme  23  Jun  (p.  a.,  JC). 
The  earliest  recorded  fall 
migrant  for  the  state,  a Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatcher  was 
banded  in  Brown,  SD  30  Jul 
(DAT).  A singing  Alder  Fly- 
catcher in  Lawrence,  SD 
6-18  Jul  was  well  s.  of  nor- 
mal range  (p.  a.,  RDO,  DS). 
If  accepted,  a Hammond’s 
Flycatcher  28  Jun-3  Jul  in 
Lawrence,  SD  would  furnish 
the  2nd  record  for  the  state 
(p.  a.,  RMBO).  About  the 
11th  report  for  South 
Dakota,  a Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  in  Sully  1 Jun  (p. 
a.,  KM).  A pair  of  Box  Elder 
trees  near  Decker,  MT  were 
host  to  a pair  each  of 
Cassin’s,  Western,  and  East- 
ern Kingbirds  (BW). 


ASSffis 


■■ 


North  Dakota's  seventh  Snowy  Plover  was  nicely  documented  at  Kidder  4 July  2003;  all  but  one 
of  the  state  reports  of  the  species  are  from  1 999  and  later.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy. 


VIREOS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

A Bell’s  Vireo  was  ne.  of  usual  haunts  in 
Marshall,  SD  30  Jun  (SJD).  A rare 
breeder  in  North  Dakota,  8-12  Violet- 
green  Swallows  were  noted  in  Billings 
11  Jul  (MAG).  Accidental  in  summer  in 
South  Dakota,  a Carolina  Wren  was  in 
Brown  30  Jul  (DAT). 

Late  migrant  warblers  were  numerous 
in  the  Dakotas.  The  7th  report  for  South 
Dakota,  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
documented  at  Lake  6-7  Jun  (p.  a.,  KB, 
JSP,  RFS,  DS).  Casual  in  North  Dakota, 
a MacGillivray’s  Warbler  was  in  McKen- 
zie 9 Jun  (CD).  The  2nd 
summer  report  for 
South  Dakota,  a Sum- 
mer Tanager  was  in  Min- 
nehaha 14  Jun-12  Jul 
(p.  a.,  DC,  RFS,  JSP). 

Casual  in  North  Dakota, 
a Western  Tanager  was 
documented  7 Jun  at 
Fargo  (p.  a.,  DPW). 

An  Eastern  Towhee 
spent  the  season  in 
Ward,  ND,  an  area  where 
only  Spotted  Towhees 
are  usually  present 
(DW).  Henslow’s  Spar- 
rows were  noted  in 
North  Dakota  for  the 
6th  consecutive  year, 
with  a single  in  Eddy  21 
Jun  and  a pair  in  Kidder 
25  Jun  (LDI).  The 
species  was  also  seen  in 
South  Dakota  again, 
with  a single  in  Day  13 
Jun  (LDI).  A Nelson’s 


Casual  in  summer  in  Montana,  Rough-legged  Hawk  was 
seen  near  Freezeout  Lake,  Fairfield  30  June  2003  (here) 
and  again  in  July.  Photograph  by  Ed  Harper. 


Only  Montana's  third,  this  White-winged  Dove  was  captured  on  film  27  July  2003  at  Roundup. 

Photograph  by  Waneta  Harris. 


Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  singing 
at  Bowdoin  N.W.R.,  MT  27 
Jun  would,  if  accepted,  pro- 
vide a first  refuge  record  and 
the  first  record  for  the  state 
away  from  the  extreme  ne. 
corner  (p.  a.,  REM).  A Slate- 
colored  Junco  6 Jun  in 
Brown,  SD  provided  the  first 
Jun  report  for  this  sub- 
species (DAT). 

Northern  Cardinals  nested 
at  Grand  Forks,  ND,  the  first 
documented  nesting  there  in 
over  40  years  (EEF,  DOL). 
Dickcissels  were  widespread 
in  North  Dakota.  In  Mon- 
tana, 2 were  singing  in  Sheri- 
dan 29  Jun  (p.  a.,  REM),  and 
a single  was  se.  of  Ekalaka 
during  the  3rd  week  of  Jun 
(p.  a.,  JPL).  There  are  now 
about  20  reports  for  the 
state.  Casual  in  North  Dakota,  an  East- 
ern Meadowlark  was  in  Eddy  21  Jun 
(LDI).  The  4th  report  for  North  Dakota, 
a black-backed  Lesser  Goldfinch  was 
documented  in  Bowman  21  Jun  (p.  a., 
JPL). 
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DAKOTA:  Gordon  B.  Berkey,  Bob  Dan- 
ley,  Colin  Dovitchin,  Steve  Easley, 
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If  the  theme  of  the  1990s  was  the  won- 
derful wet  cycle,  the  pendulum  has 
shifted  toward  a different  pattern  in 
the  new  decade,  one  of  generally  dry  con- 
ditions. Many  an  area,  even  those  receiv- 
ing a good  rain,  could  not  muster  a pot- 
hole, and  some  moderate-sized  ponds  and 
lakes  were  reduced  to  mudflats,  or  were 
just  dry.  Areas  that  had  been  thriving 
marshlands  in  western  Oklahoma  only  a 
few  years  back  became  dry-farming  wheat 
fields  this  year. 

The  dry  conditions  had  an  impact  on 
the  diversity  of  birdlife  in  the  Region. 
There  are  still  those  pockets  of  water  to  be 
sought  out,  and  some  upland  land  birds 
are  probably  not  much  affected  by  the 
long-term  patterns  as  much  as  by  local 
rainfalls  above  some  minimal  threshold. 
But  numbers  of  waterbirds  and  of  many 
landbirds  seemed  depressed  nonetheless. 

We  report  with  great  sadness  the  pass- 
ing of  Roger  Sharpe.  He  was  senior 
author  of  Birds  of  Nebraska  and  an  enthu- 


siastic individual,  easy  to  work  with,  and 
extremely  knowledgeable  in  many  areas 
of  ornithology.  Nebraska  birders  will 
miss  him  greatly  but  treasure  his  many 
contributions. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms 

(Cheyenne  Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS); 
Crescent  L.  (Crescent  L.  N.W.R.,  Garden, 
NE);  Funk  Lagoon  (Funk  Lagoon,  Phelps, 
NE);  McConaughy  (L.  McConaughy, 
Keith,  NE);  L.  Ogallala  (L.  Ogallala,  Keith, 
NE);  Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford, 
KS);  e.  Rainwater  Basin  (collective 
drainages  in  s.-cen.  Nebraska);  Red 
Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain, 
OK);  Salt  Plains  (Salt  Plains  N.W.R., 
Alfalfa,  OK). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A stunning  ad.  Pacific  Loon  was  at  L. 
Ogallala  7-12  Jun  (SJD,  GC),  furnishing 
the  8th  summer  record  for  Nebraska. 
Several  Western  Grebes  were  e.  of  normal 
in  Nebraska,  one  especially  so  to  Douglas 
16  Jun  (MB).  At  least  one  pair  of  Clark’s 
Grebes  were  at  L.  Ogallala  7-24  jun  (SJD, 
GG);  10  were  counted  at  McConaughy  7 
Jun  (SJD). 

The  Brown  Pelican  found  earlier  in 
Oklahoma,  OK  was  present  through  the 
period  (MO,  m.  ob.).  A sign  of  the  dry 
times,  only  2 Neotropic  Cormorants  were 
noted  away  from  Red  Slough,  those  being 
in  Coffey,  KS  2 Jul  (DS  et  al.)  and  Tulsa  30 
Jul  (JWA). 

Vagrant  or  breeding  ardeids  wandering 
n.  included  an  increasing  array  of  Tricol- 
ored Herons  this  season,  perhaps  a conse- 
quence of  their  localized  breeding  at  the 
Salt  Plains,  OK.  Vagrant  Tricoloreds  were 
noted  beginning  24  Jun  at  Quivira  (SP  et 
al.,  nr.  ob.),  with  2 in  Jefferson,  KS  6-19 
Jul  (DLS  et  al.).  Other  Tricoloreds 
appeared  in  Creek,  OK  17  (JL,  PS)  & 24 
Jul  (JWA,  JS),  at  Hackberry  27  Jul  (KM), 
Red  Slough  16-29  Jul  (DA),  and  n.  to 
Funk  Lagoon  27  Jul  (LR,  RH).  Snowy 
Egrets  were  found  n.  to  Harlan,  NE  18-25 
Jul  (up  to  4 birds;  WRS,  GH,  WH),  with  4 
in  Clay,  NE  24  Jul  (CG)  and  2 in  Platte, 
NE  27  Jul  (JGJ).  A lone  Little  Blue  Heron 
wandered  to  Keith,  NE  14  Jun  (CWH).  A 
Reddish  Egret  at  Quivira  21  Jun-4  Jul 
(PJ,  GF,  SS,  m.  ob.)  was  the  clear  “zootie” 
of  this  group,  the  first  documented  for  the 
Region. 

Among  dark  ibises  studied  at  the  Salt 
Plains  were  one  Glossy  9-23  Jun  and  3 
apparent  Glossy  x White-faced  hybrids 
9-10  Jun  (JWA).  Single  Glossy  Ibis  were 
seen  at  Quivira  4 Jul  (ML,  MG)  and 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  13  Jul  (JB,  PJ).  White 
Ibis  numbers  peaked  at  a meager  68  this 
season  at  Red  Slough,  which  was  also  suf- 
fering lower  water  conditions  (BH  et  al.). 
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Somewhat  surprising  were  Roseate 
Spoonbills,  including  up  to  2 at  Quivira 
and  Cheyenne  Bottoms  26  Jun-30  Jul 
(DA,  m.  ob.)  and  up  to  6 in  Canadian, 
OK  during  late  Jul  ( fide  DE,  MO).  An 
imm.  Wood  Stork  wandered  n.  to  Quivira 
18-23  Jun  (DH,  m.  ob.),  with  up  to  17  at 
Red  Slough  through  the  period  (DA,  BH). 

Red  Slough  maintained  a good  showing 
of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  with 
up  to  19  there  22  Jul  (DA  et  al.).  Singles 
were  found  in  Major,  OK  5 & 15  Jun 
(JAG)  and  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  11-13 
Jul  ( fide  LM;  m.  ob.).  An  infrequent  but 
persistently  noted  species  in  the  Region, 
Mottled  Ducks  made  three  appearances:  6 
Jun  in  Barber,  KS  (PJ),  10  Jun  at  the  Salt 
Plains  QWA),  and  4 Jul  at  Quivira  (PJ, 
KG,  DA). 

Among  the  oddball  ducks  summering 
s.  were  a Green-winged  Teal  at  Funk 
Lagoon  28  Jun  (LR,  RH),  with  2-3  in  the 
e.  Rainwater  Basin,  NE  14-28  Jun  (JGJ). 
Two  pairs  of  Cinnamon  Teal  were  found 
at  Cheyenne  Bottoms,  with  a single  at 
Quivira  21  Jun  (B&NB).  Four  Canvas- 
back  were  in  Sheridan,  NE  15  Jun  (WRS). 
Ring-necked  Ducks  were  at  Red  Slough  2 
Jun  (DA,  BH),  Lancaster,  NE  5 Jun  (4; 
LE),  L.  Ogallala  7-12  Jun  (SJD,  GC),  and 
Comanche,  OK  22  (VF,  MBo)  & 31  Jul 
(SM,  KM).  A Bufflehead  pair  was  at  L. 
Ogallala  7 Jun  (SJD),  the  female  last  noted 
12  Jun  (GC).  And  3 Common  Gold- 
eneyes were  at  L.  Ogallala  7 Jun  (SJD), 
with  one  still  present  12  Jun  (GC). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A few  Ospreys  were  located,  one  possibly 
a late  spring  migrant  1 Jun  in  Douglas,  KS 
(GPa),  with  possible  early  fall  migrants 
14-27  Jul  in  Geary,  KS  (C&JO)  and  28 
Jul  in  Tulsa  (JWA).  There  were  two 
reports  of  Crested  Caracaras  this  season, 
a great  find,  but  one  only  seen  briefly 
from  car  (Johnson , KS),  the  other  undocu- 
mented (Carter,  OK).  The  status  of  a 
Merlin  noted  in  Chase,  NE  6 Jun  (MB) 
was  difficult  to  interpret.  A nesting 
attempt  by  Peregrines  in  Lincoln,  NE  was 
unsuccessful,  the  eggs  apparently  not 
hatching  (JD). 

This  season  fostered  the  usual  array  of 
Common  Moorhens  and  Black,  King,  and 
Virginia  Rails  from  Quivira  and 
Comanche,  KS  (fide  LM),  strongholds  in 
the  cen.  part  of  the  Region.  Virginia  Rails 
were  located  at  marshes  in  Chase  (MB), 
Hayes  (TJW),  e.  Rainwater  Basin  (JGJ), 
and  Lincoln,  NE  (TJW).  Soras  appeared  at 
wetlands  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  that 
had  been  dry  prior  to  recent  rains,  with 
up  to  16  counted  19  Jul  (JGJ).  Seven 
Soras  were  in  York,  NE  27  Jul  (JGJ),  with 
2 in  Johnson,  KS  13  Jul  (M&EC).  Purple 


Gallinules  were  again  at  Red  Slough,  with 
up  to  4 there  22  Jul  (DA).  Quite  surpris- 
ing was  one  found  dead  in  Montgomery, 
KS  21  Jul  (IP).  The  odd  disjunct  breeding 
of  Sandhill  Cranes  continues  in  e.  Rain- 
water Basin,  with  a family  group  of  4 
sighted  28  Jun  QGJ)-  Single  Sandhills 
were  seen  in  Furnas,  NE  22  Jun  (LO)  and 
York,  NE  12  Jul  (JGJ). 

One  species  benefiting  from  the  drying 
flats  at  McConaughy  is  Snowy  Plover, 
with  at  least  three  pairs  fledging  young  at 
this  n.  location  this  season  (GW).  Piping 
Plovers  are  also  benefiting  from  the  flats, 
with  89  pairs  counted  and  117  nests 
located  this  summer  (GW).  Four  Piping 
Plover  pairs  attempted  nesting  on  the 
Kansas  R.  in  Wabaunsee,  KS  during  Jun 
(RB),  with  a single  bird  noted  in  Sumner, 
KS  7 Jul  (MT).  About  25  Mountain 
Plovers  were  located  in  Cimarron,  OK  25 
Jun  (JSh).  Black-necked  Stilts  continue  to 
do  well  in  the  Sandhills  of  w.  Nebraska, 
along  with  a successful  nesting  at  Funk 
Lagoon  (JDr),  but  many  recent  breeding 
localities  in  Oklahoma  were  dry  this  sea- 
son. An  ad.  Willet  with  3-4  chicks  was  in 
Sheridan,  NE  28  Jun  (AK). 

As  usual,  observers  struggled  to  distin- 
guish among  late  northbound,  early 
southbound,  and  oversummering  shore- 
birds,  as  though  that  were  possible! 
Among  the  merely  tardy  were  4 Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  in  Sheridan,  NE  on  12 
Jun  (GC).  A surprising  42  (!)  Sanderlings 
and  121  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
at  McConaughy  7 Jun  (SJD);  the  last 
Semipalmated  and  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
were  noted  14  Jun  in  the  e.  Rainwater 
Basin  QGJ).  Also  tardy  were  2 Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  Major,  OK  5 Jun  (JAG),  with  4 
at  McConaughy  7 Jun  (SJD). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  at  McConaughy  7 
Jun  were  probably  northbound  (SJD), 
with  the  earliest  (possible)  fall  migrant  25 
Jun  at  Crescent  L.  (GG).  Other  likely 
early  migrants  were  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  in 
Sheridan,  NE  25  Jun  (GG)  and  a Solitary 
Sandpiper  in  Lancaster,  NE  29  Jun  (LE). 
Latest  of  the  late,  or  stalled,  was  a White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  in  Sumner,  KS  7 Jul 
(MT). 

In  the  “what-the-hay?”  category  were  2 
Black-bellied  Plovers  and  one  American 
Golden-Plover  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  22 
Jun  (GP),  6 Marbled  Godwits  7 Jun  at 
McConaughy,  plus  one  at  Crescent  L. 
(SJD)  and  9 at  McConaughy  on  12  Jun 
(GC).  Four  Marbleds  at  Quivira  and  5 at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  25  Jun  (SP,  CH)  were 
likely  fall  migrants. 

A clear  treat  and  a good  sign  were  the 
317  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  Clay,  NE 
30  Jul  (JDr).  The  earliest  Buff-breasteds 
were  2 at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  20  Jul  (NL, 
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MP).  The  short  array  of  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  included  2 in  the  e Rainwater 
Basin  12  Jul  QGJ)  and  2 in  Kearny,  KS  13 
Jul  (T&SSh),  with  singles  in  Creek,  OK  11 
Jul  (JWA),  Harper,  KS  13  Jul  (JB,  PJ), 
Clay,  NE  18  Jul  (WRS)  and  York,  NE  27 
Jul  QGJ).  The  one  to  2 Red-necked 
Phalaropes  in  Scott s Bluff,  NE  through  15 
Jun  (KD)  lingered  quite  late. 

Rare  vagrants  in  the  Region  were 
Laughing  Gulls  in  Wagoner,  OK  7 Jul  (2; 
JWA),  Quivira  13  Jul  (M&ER),  and 
Osage,  OK  24  Jul  QWA).  The  2 Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  at  McConaughy  7 Jun  (SJD) 
were  quite  tardy.  The  best  tally  for  Cali- 
fornia Gull  this  season  was  of  84  at 
McConaughy  19  Jul  (WRS).  Quite 
unusual  were  summering  Herring  Gulls 
at  McConaughy  (3  different  birds)  7 & 15 
Jun  (SJD). 

Surprising  for  summer  and  thus  care- 
fully observed  were  4 Common  Terns  in 
Antelope,  NE  7 Jun  (WRS)  and  one  in 
Sheridan,  NE  15  Jun  (WRS).  A strong- 
hold for  Black  Terns  is  Cheyenne  Bot- 
toms, with  400+  present  29  Jul  (ML,  EL). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  have  now  been 
observed  in  59  Nebraska  counties  ( fide 
WRS),  with  reports  widespread  also  in 
Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  Nebraska  added 
another  8 White-winged  Doves  to  the 
now  25  records  for  the  state  (fide  WRS), 
with  another  8 recorded  in  Kansas  this 
season  (fide  LM).  Perhaps  not  as  notice- 
able, Inca  Doves  appeared  in  three  loca- 
tions in  Kansas  (fide  LM)  and  are  becom- 
ing background  birds  in  a number  of 
towns  in  Oklahoma,  particularly  in  the 
southwest  (JAG). 

A Whip-poor-will  in  w.  Nebraska  is 
quite  a find,  even  more  so  when  it  is 
determined  to  be  the  first  of  the  western 
race  arizonae  for  the  Region;  such  was  the 
bird  heard  in  Sioux  25  Jun  (HKH). 
Chuck-will’s-widows  in  Beaver,  OK  7-19 
Jun  (BH,  JSt  et  al.)  may  represent  the 
most  westerly  breeding  location  in  Okla- 
homa. 

Reports  of  Archilochus  hummingbirds 
from  Keith,  NE  are  intriguing,  as  they 
could  as  easily  refer  to  Ruby-throated  as 
to  Black-chinned;  reports  included  a nest 
this  season  in  Ogallala  (fide  CWH).  A 
male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  buzzed 
into  Sioux,  NE  29  Jun  (GG) — also 
intriguing  as  to  status.  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds began  appearing  rather  early 
in  Scott s Bluff,  NE  9 Jul  (KD);  the  first 
for  Kansas  was  19  Jul  in  Pawnee 
(D&KK)  and  first  for  Oklahoma  25  Jul 
in  Osage  (RC).  Even  given  the  showing 
of  the  last  two  seasons,  the  Calliope 
Hummingbird  in  Finney,  KS  27  Jul 
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(MOs)  was  a very  nice  find. 

A female  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker 
noted  9 Jun  has  apparently  established 
herself  at  an  extralinrital  site  in  Riley , KS 
(LJ).  More  evidence  of  the  belated  spring 
migration  was  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher 
in  Jefferson,  KS  13  Jun  (GP).  Nesting 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  were  noted  for 
the  first  time  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  24  Jun 
(TJW,  LB).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
wandered  n.  to  Seward,  NE  3-4  Jun  (LK, 
fide  JG).  Fhe  4th  Cave  Swallow  for 
Nebraska,  a juv.,  was  netted  at  L.  Ogallala 
8 Jul  (CB).  Two  Sedge  Wrens  were  noted 
w.  to  Kearney,  NE  27  Jul  (LR,  RH). 

Rather  late  was  a Veery  at  Crescent  L.  7 
Jun,  and  quite  westerly  was  a Wood 
Thrush  there  the  same  day  (both  SJD).  A 
Swainson’s  Thrush  in  Finney,  KS  10  Jun 
was  late  (T&SSh).  Extending  its 
extralinrital  stay  was  a Curve-billed 
Thrasher  in  Sioiex,  NE  through  the  period; 
it  was  found  trying  to  feed  a nestling 
American  Robin  ( fide  LF). 

Among  a hodgepodge  of  warblers  dis- 
placed a bit  westward  were  a Northern 
Parula  in  Roger  Mills,  OK  7 Jun  (PM  et 
al.)  and  a Prothonotary  Warbler  in  Major, 
OK  15  Jun  (JAG).  Tardy  migrants  were  a 
Magnolia  Warbler  in  Knox,  NE  4 Jun 
(MB),  an  Ovenbird  at  Crescent  L.  7 Jun 
(SJD),  and  a Cerulean  Warbler  in  Leaven- 


worth, KS  5 Jul  (JSc).  A MacGillivray’s 
Warbler  singing  in  Sioux,  NE  14  Jun 
(WRS)  may  support  the  notion  of  breed- 
ing in  this  area.  Without  question,  the 
most  exceptional  and  serendipitous  find 
of  the  season,  if  not  year,  was  a male 
Painted  Redstart  at  Coldwater  L., 
Comanche,  KS  23-29  Jun  (PS,  VS,  JL,  VH, 
m.  ob.). 

The  drier  conditions  may  be  encourag- 
ing Cassin’s  Sparrow  to  expand  its  range, 
with  at  least  one  bird  in  Sioux,  NE  8 Jun 
(HW)  and  another  near  Crescent  L.  17 
Jun  (BW,  DW)  heard  singing.  A Savannah 
Sparrow  in  Arthur,  NE  26  Jun  (GG)  was 
pushing  the  s.  fringe  of  the  species'  range 
in  the  Region.  Far  afield  from  subarctic 
breeding  grounds  was  the  Harris’s  Spar- 
row in  Dixon,  NE  8 Jun  (JJ). 

A Bobolink  pair  in  Linn,  KS  4 Jul  (DS  et 
al.)  presents  some  interesting  possibili- 
ties. An  Eastern  Meadowlark  seen  several 
times  through  12  Jul  in  Dundy,  NE  (TJW) 
furnished  only  the  3rd  local  record. 
Lesser  Goldfinches  were  noted  n.  to 
Finney,  KS  20  (BC)  & 24  Jun  (L&BR). 

Cited  observers  (state  editors  in  bold- 
face): KANSAS:  David  Arbour,  James 
Barnes,  Bill  & Nancy  Beard,  Roger  Boyd, 
Barbara  Campbell,  Mark  & Elaine  Corder, 
Greg  Ftiesen,  Mark  Gearheart,  Kevin 


Groeneweg,  Vickie  Hatfield,  David  Hilley, 
Chris  Hobbs,  Pete  janzen,  Lowell  John- 
son, Don  & Kathy  Kasmaier,  Eileen  Land, 
Mark  Land,  Dan  LaShelle,  Nancy  Leo, 
Lloyd  Moore,  Marie  Osterbuhr  (MOs), 
Chuck  & Jane  Otte,  Gary  Parkinson 
(GPa),  Sebastian  Patti,  Ivan  Pfalser,  Galen 
Pittman,  Melody  Pollom,  Mike  & Ellen 
Rader,  Leonard  & Betty  Rich,  John 
Schukman  (JSc),  David  Seibel,  Pat  Seib- 
ert, Virginia  Seibert,  Scott  Seltman,  Tom 
& Sara  Shane,  Max  Thompson. 
NEBRASKA:  Laurel  Badura,  Mark  Brogie, 
Charles  Brown,  Gerry  Colborn,  Kathy 
DeLara,  John  Dinan,  Stephen  J.  Dins- 
more,  Jeff  Drahota  (JDr),  Larry  Eine- 
mann,  Lonnie  Frimann,  Carlos  Grande, 
Greg  Grove,  Joe  Gubanyi,  Robin  Harding, 
Glen  Hoge,  Wanda  Hoge,  Helen  K.  Hugh- 
son,  C.W.  Huntley,  Jan  Johnson,  Joel  G. 
Jorgensen,  Lloyd  Kaufman,  Alice  Kenitz, 
Linda  Ollinger,  Lanny  Randolph,  W.  Ross 
Silcock,  Bruce  Walgren,  Donna  Walgren, 
T.J.  Walker,  Gabe  Wilson,  Harley  Winfrey. 
OKLAHOMA:  David  Arbour,  James  W. 
Arterburn,  Mike  Boyd  (MBo),  R.  Church- 
well,  David  Elmendorf,  Vic  Fazio,  Joseph 
A.  Grzybowski,  Berlin  Heck,  Jo  Loyd, 
Kurt  Meisenzahl,  Patty  Muzny,  Steve 
Metz,  Mitchell  Oliphant,  Pat  Seibert,  John 
Shackford  QSh),  Jerry  Sisler,  John  Sterling 
(JSt).  C 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


The  event  of  the  season  was  Hurricane 
Claudette , which  made  landfall  near 
Port  O’Connor  and  moved  westward 
across  south-central  Texas  and  through  the 
central  Trans-Pecos.  The  most  obvious  effect 
of  the  storm  was  the  large  number  of  Magnif- 
icent Frigatebirds  that  appeared  along  the 
coast.  For  many  areas  along  its  path,  the 
storm’s  rain  was  sorely  needed.  This  was  par- 
ticularly true  in  the  southern  Trans-Pecos. 

Overall,  breeding  conditions  for  the 
Trans-Pecos  were  quite  varied  this  sum- 
mer season.  The  far  western  and  northern 
portions  experienced  the  driest  condi- 
tions, with  El  Paso  continuing  to  suffer 
through  drought  conditions  and  the 
Guadalupe  Mountains  receiving  very  lit- 
tle precipitation.  The  Davis  Mountains 
saw  average  rainfall,  while  southern  areas, 
such  as  Big  Bend  National  Park,  enjoyed 
above-average  precipitation  and  continu- 
ously green,  relatively  lush  landscapes 
during  the  season.  In  northwestern 
Texas,  the  contrast  betweenjune  andjuly 
could  not  have  been  greater:  June  was 
cool  and  wet,  making  up  for  dry  condi- 
tions during  the  spring,  but  the  spigot 
was  turned  off  on  1 July,  resulting  in  a dry, 
hot  days  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  By  the 
end  of  July,  many  of  the  playas  in  the  Pan- 
handle and  South  Plains  had  dried  up. 
Midland  continues  to  be  in  a hole,  with 
all  of  the  rainfall  skipping  over  the  Per- 
mian Basin. 

Abbreviations:  T.B.R.C.  (Texas  Bird 
Records  Committee);  U.T.C.  (Upper 
Texas  Coast);  N.S.  (National  Seashore); 
W.M.A.  (Wildlife  Management  Area).  The 
following  are  shortened  names  for  the 
respective  local,  county,  state,  or  national 
parks,  and  wildlife  refuges,  etc.:  Anahuac, 
Bentsen,  Big  Bend,  Big  Bend  Ranch,  Buf- 
falo Lake,  San  Bernard,  and  Santa  Ana. 

LOONS  THROUGH  STORKS 

Common  Loons  lingered  at  two  inland 
locations:  Stillhouse  Hollow  L.,  Bell  25 
Jun-13  Jul  (GC,  RPi)  and  Balmorhea  L., 
Reeves  5-6  Jun  (RR,  BPe).  Two  pairs  of 
Clarks  Grebes  with  young  were  at  Bal- 
morhea L.  5 Jun-13  Jul  (RR,  ph.  ML), 
providing  a first  nesting  record  for  the 
county.  When  Hurricane  Claudette 
passed  over  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  15 
Jul,  Freeman  and  Hockey  observed  one 
Cory’s  and  2 Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  sev- 
eral unidentified  storm-petrels,  2 Bri- 


Bentsen S.F 
Santa  Ana  N.W.R 


Laguna 

Atascosa  N.W.R. 


Brownsville 


dled/Sooty  Terns  and  2-3  unidentified 
jaegers.  The  20  Jun  pelagic  trip  out  of 
South  Padre  1.,  Cameron,  netted  4 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  and  2 Leach’s  and 
26  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  (BMc  et 
al.). 

Of  note  was  a group  of  55  American 
White  Pelicans  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  L.  17 
Jul  that  may  have  moved  inland  as  a result 
of  Hurricane  Claudette  (RPi).  With  the 
Texas  population  of  Brown  Pelicans  con- 
tinuing to  grow,  inland  wanderers  are 
becoming  a regular  occurrence  within 
200  km  of  the  coast.  This  season,  one 
was  at  Meadow  L.,  Williamson  17  Jul 
(TFe).  In  what  is  now  becoming  a regu- 
lar occurrence,  a Brown  Pelican  was  at 


Large  numbers  of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were  pushed  onto  the  Texas  Coast  when  Hurricane  Claudette  made 
landfall  15  Jul.  Unprecedented  numbers  of  frigatebirds  were  counted  on  North  Padre  and  Mustang  Islands,  Nue- 
ces and  Kleberg.  Forty-five  were  observed  in  one  flock  on  the  s.  end  of  Mustang,  and  100+  were  counted  along  a 10-km 
stretch  of  that  island.  Only  small  numbers  were  observed  at  inland  locations,  including  30  or  more  8 km  n.  of  downtown 
Houston,  Harris  (DVe)  15  Jul,  one  at  Choke  Canyon,  McMullen,  and  2 at  Braunig  L.,  Bexar  16  Jul  (BDo). 


Mark  W.  Lockwood 

402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
Alpine,  Texas  79830 
(mark.lockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 


McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  for  most  of  Jul 
(RH  et  al.).  A large  concentration  of  200+ 
Neotropic  Cormorants  was  at  Richland 
Creek  W.M.A. , Freestone  4 Jul  (PB).  The 
Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  at  Palo 
Duro  L.,  Hansford  continues  to  flourish, 
with  39  active  nests  found  8 Jun  (KS).  A 
male  Anhinga  discovered  at  McNary  Res. 
24-26  Jun  (JPa  et  al.)  was  an  extraordi- 
nary find  for  the  Trans-Pecos  and  a first 
for  that  region. 

A juv.  American  Bittern  was  captured 
by  refuge  staff  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Cham- 
bers 6 Jun  (MW  et  al.),  providing  the  first 
U.T.C.  breeding  since  1942.  Other  Amer- 
ican Bitterns  were  detected  at  Anahuac  7 
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Jun  and  just  w.  of  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
20  Jul  (DVe).  Sproul  was  surprised  to 
find  an  American  Bittern  at  Feather  L.,  El 
Paso  17  Jul,  a first  summer  record  for  the 
El  Paso  area.  Up  to  3 male  Great  Egrets 
vigorously  displayed  before  a female  in 
Amarillo,  Potter  29  May-18  Jun,  but  she 
declined  their  offers  (m.  ob.).  There  are 
no  nesting  record  for  this 
species  from  the 

Panhandle/South  Plains. 

Snowy  Egrets  were  unusually 
common  in  the 

Panhandle/South  Plains,  with 
two  dozen  reports  of  up  to  9 
birds,  but  nesting  activities 
were  not  observed.  A wan- 
dering ad.  Little  Blue  Heron 
was  in  Amarillo,  Randall  17 
Jul  (KS).  A very  good  find 
was  an  imm.  Tricolored 
Heron  at  White  River  L., 

Crosby  12  Jul  (BB,  MD,  AF). 

Three  active  nests  of  Tricol- 
ored Herons  were  located  in 
Dallas  3 Jun,  providing  the 
first  nesting  record  in  n.-cen. 

Texas  in  over  20  years.  Wan- 
dering Tricolored  Herons 
were  reported  from  five  n.-cen. 


ad.  Wood  Stork  flying  northward  over 
Kickapoo  Caverns,  Kinney  5 Jun,  while  3 
at  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant  23  Jul  (B&LD) 
provided  a nice  n.-cen.  Texas  record. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

An  ad.  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  at  Bal- 
morhea  L.  3 Jun  (ph.  KB)  provided  one  of 


This  subadult  Masked  Booby  was  found  at  Padre  Island,  Texas  18  July  2098  after 
the  passage  of  Hurricane  Claudette  a few  days  prior.  Boobies  are  relatively 
infrequently  seen  in  association  with  hurricanes,  certainly  far  less  often  than 

are  frigatebirds.  Photograph  by  Jimmy  McMoran. 


Texas 

locations  7-24  Jul,  including  7 at  L.  Ben- 
brook,  Tarrant  22  Jul  (MR).  A nice  con- 
centration of  16  juv.  Tricolored  Herons 
was  noted  in  e.  Williamson  20 
Jul  (TFe),  and  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos,  singles  were  at 
Doniphan  Marsh,  El  Paso  in 
late  Jun  (BZ  et  al.)  and  Bal- 
morhea  L.  5 Jun  (RR).  A 
white-morph  Reddish  Egret 
graced  the  shores  of  Stillhouse 
Hollow  L.  14  Jul+  (RPi,  RK, 

GC).  White-faced  Ibis  lin- 
gered in  large  numbers  on  the 
South  Plains  through  the  sea- 
son, with  as  many  as  142  birds 
reported  in  a single  day  (m. 
ob.),  but  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  nesting.  This  species 
was  noted,  in  much  smaller 
numbers,  through  the  summer 
in  n.-cen.  Texas  and  the  Trans- 
Pecos.  A Roseate  Spoonbill 
near  Doughtery,  Floyd  22  Jul 
(LSm,  JST)  provided  a 2nd 
documented  record  for  the 
South  Plains.  Also  noteworthy 
was  one  at  Caddo  L.,  Harr i- 
son/Marion  26  Jul  (RD),  pro- 
viding a first  record  for  that 
location.  The  first  Wood 
Storks  noted  on  the  U.T.C. 
were  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Bra- 
zoria 3 Jun  (G&DL).  Lock- 
wood  was  shocked  to  see  an 


the  few  documented  records  for  the 
Trans-Pecos.  A female  Redhead  with  4 
chicks  at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  20  Jul  (AF, 
RK)  provided  a rare  breeding  record  for 


the  South  Plains.  A Surf  Scoter  at  Padre 
Island,  Kleberg  31  Jul  (GB)  was  likely  the 
first  summer  record  for  the  Coastal  Bend. 
In  El  Paso,  a lingering  male  Surf  Scoter 
was  at  Doniphan  Marsh  21-26  Jun  (JZ , 
MSc  et  al.).  A Hooded  Merganser  made 
an  unexpected  appearance  in  Yellow- 
house  Canyon,  Lubbock  11  Jun  (JB).  A 
family  group  of  7 Hooded  Mergansers 
were  found  at  Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A., 
Nacogdoches  20  Jun  (JF),  where  this 
species  is  a rare  nester. 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  near  West 
Columbia,  Brazoria  10  Jun  was  intrigu- 
ing, as  it  was  late  for  a migrant  and  in  an 
area  where  “wild”  river  bottom  habitat 
still  exists  nearby  (R&rKL).  Another  one 
at  Beaumont,  Jefferson  30  Jul  was  likely  an 
early  migrant  (JWh).  A White-tailed  Kite 
reported  from  Big  Bends  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage Nature  Trail,  Brewster  14  Jun  (DEI) 
was  a first  for  the  summer  in  the  park. 
Following  evidence  in  spring  of  a strong 
presence  of  Mississippi  Kites  in  the  Oaks 
& Prairies  region,  summer  nesting  was 
especially  widespread  and  fruitful  in  this 
area,  with  unprecedented  numbers  of 
nesting  pairs  reported. 

Unexpected  in  summer  on  the  South 
Plains,  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  in  Yel- 
lowhouse  Canyon,  Lubbock  19  Jul  (RK, 
NW).  More  expected,  but  still  nice  finds, 
were  3 Sharp-shinned  Hawks  in  the  upper 
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Spectacular  numbers  of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were  counted  along  the  Coastal  Bend  of  Texas  after  Hurricane  Claudette  made  landfall  on  IS  June  2003. 
Groups  exceeding  50  birds,  such  as  this  one  along  Mustang  Island  15  June,  were  seen  at  several  locations.  Photograph  by  Jimmy  McMorran. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


American  Bittern  is  a very  rare  nester  in  Texas,  and  this  juvenile  found  at  Anahuac  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  6 June  2003  provided 
the  first  evidence  of  breeding  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  in  more  than  60  years.  Photograph  by  Matt  Whitbeck. 


elevations  of  the  Davis  Moun- 
tains Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  16-18 
Jun  (BFr  et  al.)  and  an  ad.  in 
Boot  Canyon,  Brewster  29  Jun 
(ML).  A pair  of  Cooper’s 
Hawks  nested  successfully  at 
Bentsen,  Hidalgo , the  first  in 
many  years  (TBr),  while  one 
near  Greenwood,  Wise  12  Jul 
(CC,  MC)  provided  a very  rare 
mid-summer  record  for  n.-cen. 

Texas.  The  Common  Black- 
Hawks  at  Rio  Grande  Village 
successfully  fledged  one 
young  for  only  the  2nd  time  in 
eight  years.  The  species  was 
frequently  encountered  near 
Santa  Elena  Canyon  on  the  w. 
side  of  Big  Bend  as  well.  More 
noteworthy  was  one  near 
Ingram,  Kerr  28  Jul  (TGa).  A 
road-killed  Broad-winged 
Hawk  found  at  Temple,  Bell  17 
Jul  (RPi)  was  determined  to  be 
at  least  three  years  old  (BC) 
and  therefore  may  have  been  a 
local  breeder.  Broad-winged 
Hawks  are  not  regular  breed- 
ers in  n.-cen.  Texas,  but  this 
season  they  were  noted  from 
at  least  seven  locations,  with 
nesting  suspected  or  confirmed  from  Dal- 
las, Tarrant,  and  Wise  (KC,  MR  et  al.).  A 
Short-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  intermit- 
tently at  Santa  Ana,  Hidalgo  between  20 
Jun  and  20  Jul  (tBC,  MaC  et  al.).  A Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  at  Anzalduas,  Hidalgo  16 
Jul  (WC),  where  the  species  is  irregular  in 
summer.  An  American  Kestrel  frequented 
downtown  Austin  15-19  Jul  (JMu,  LM), 
where  the  species  is  normally  not  present 
in  summer.  Late  migrating  Merlins  were 
noted  in  Kerrville,  Kerr  6 Jun  (JHo)  and 
near  Afton,  Dickens  7 Jun  (BB,  AF,  PK, 
BR),  the  latter  providing  a first  Jun  record 
for  nw.  Texas.  A Peregrine  Falcon  appar- 
ently oversummered  in  Lubbock,  with 
sightings  over  the  Texas  Tech  campus  10 
Jun  (AF)  and  19  Jul  (AF,  TS);  another  was 
in  Carson  14  Jul  (JR,  MoS).  Monitoring  of 
the  nesting  Peregrine  Falcons  in  Big  Bend 
revealed  that  13  fledglings  were  pro- 
duced, compared  to  just  6 fledglings  in 
2002.  Two  Prairie  Falcons  seemed  out  of 
place  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  29  Jun 
(BPh). 

QUAIL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Northern  Bobwhites  apparently  had  a 
good  year  on  the  U.T.C.,  as  they  were 
noted  frequently  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Bra- 
zoria (RWe  et  al.)  and  in  Waller  (FC).  A 
calling  King  Rail  at  Balmorhea  L.  6 Jun 
(BPe)  provided  a very  rare  Trans-Pecos 
record.  A Virginia  Rail  calling  at  Rita 


Blanca  L.,  Hartley  13  Jun  (KS)  was  a 
county  record,  and  another  at  Anahuac 
N.W.R.  30  Jul  (MW)  was  just  the  3rd 
summer  report  for  the  U.T.C.  Also  unex- 
pected was  a Sora  in  Killeen,  Bell  13  Jun 
(CS).  A rare  event  was  a Sandhill  Crane 
that  summered  near  Idalou,  Lubbock  (m. 
ob.).  Astounding  were  94  Snowy  Plovers, 
including  some  juvs.,  at  L.  Meredith, 
Moore  21  Jun  (BPi);  this  is  by  far  the 
largest  number  of  this  species  reported  at 
one  site  in  the  Panhandle.  An  early 
migrating  Snowy  Plover  was  found  at  L. 
Lewisville,  Denton  30  Jul  (KL).  Migrant 
Piping  Plovers  were  noted  from  two  n.- 
cen.  Texas  locations,  a banded  ad.  at 
White  Rock  L.,  Dallas  16  Jul  (CR)  and 
another  at  L.  Lewisville  18  Jul  (LDu). 
Two  Black-necked  Stilts  in  Washington  12 
Jun  (DVo)  provided  a 2nd  county  record. 
Also  of  note  were  4 at  L.  Bridgeport,  Wise 
24  Jul  (CC,  MC),  where  the  species  has 
an  extremely  local  distribution. 

A late  migrant  Upland  Sandpiper  was 
heard  flying  over  Midland  15  Jun  (AW). 
Rare  in  summer,  single  Whimbrels  were 
seen  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston,  and 
Anahuac  N.W.R.,  both  11  Jul  (CTL). 
Equally  notable  was  a Whimbrel  at  Ben- 
brook  L.,  Tarrant  17  Jul  (MR).  Summer- 
ing Long-billed  Curlews  were  noted  at 
Yorktown,  DeWitt  25  Jun  (DM)  and 
Austin  28  Jun-9  Jul  (SY).  By  mid-Jul, 
Long-billed  Curlews  were  congregating  in 


the  nw.  Panhandle  before  moving  south, 
with  650+  noted  in  sw.  Moore  23  Jul 
(TBu).  An  extraordinarily  early  juv. 
Western  Sandpiper  was  reported  from  L. 
Jackson,  Brazoria  29  Jul  (tTC).  Summer 
records  of  one  or  2 White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers have  been  annual  on  the  U.T.C.  in 
recent  years,  so  singles  at  San  Luis  Pass, 
Galveston  27  Jul  and  Brazoria  N.W.R., 
Brazoria  29  Jul  (JSt),  plus  4 at  L.  Jackson, 
Brazoria  20  Jul,  made  a high  tally  (TC). 
Five  were  reported  from  Midland  18  Jul 
(RMS).  A surprising  total  of  7 Dunlin  was 
reported  27  Jul  from  San  Luis  Pass,  Galve- 
ston (JSt).  Six  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  at 
Brazoria  N.W.R.  29  Jul  were  early  (JSt). 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  reported 
three  times  from  the  South  Plains:  10  near 
Heckville,  Lubbock  17  Jul  (AF),  4 near 
Lockney,  Floyd  21  Jul  (JST),  and  7 near 
Doughtery,  Floyd  22  Jul  (JST).  Other 
inland  Short-billed  Dowitchers  included 
one  at  Meadow  L.,  Williamson  19  Jul 
(TFe)  and  another  at  V.C.D.B.,  Tarrant  12 
Jul  (DLi,  DDC).  Unexpected  in  summer, 
a Wilson’s  Snipe  was  flushed  in  Temple, 
Bell  28  Jul  (RPi). 

Lingering  Franklin's  Gulls  included  9 
at  Granger  L.,  Williamson  14  Jun  (TFe),  3 
at  L.  Meredith,  Moore  21  Jun  (BPi),  and 
one  at  Beaumont,  Jefferson  26-27  Jul 
(CTL).  A Ring-billed  Gull  in  Midland  26 
Jul  provided  a first  summer  record  (fide 
RMS).  Several  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  L. 
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Lewisville  30  Jul  (KL)  provided  an  early 

I record  for  fall  migrants.  Caspian  Tern  is  a 
casual  visitor  to  the  Trans-Pecos,  so  lone 
birds  at  Balmorhea  L.  6 Jun  (BPe)  and 
Fort  Hancock,  El  Paso  7 Jun  (JPa)  were 
excellent  finds.  A Least  Tern  in  Midland 
4 Jun  (RMS)  was  just  the  2nd  local  record 
since  1959.  Two  Least  Terns  at  Greenbelt 
L.,  Donley  13  & 22  Jun  (JB,  BPi)  were  nice 
finds.  This  species  was  noted  in  several 
n.-cen.  Texas  locations  4-30  Jul,  perhaps 
wandering  birds  from  local  breeding  sites. 
Least  Terns  are  rare  but  annual  visitors  in 
far  West  Texas,  and  this  season  2 were  at 
McNary  Res.  24  Jun  (JPa)  and  singles  at 
Balmorhea  L.  5 (RR)  & 26  Jun  (JGe,  CE). 
Flocks  of  Black  Terns  were  noted  in  sev- 
eral cen.  and  n.-cen.  Texas  location  16Jul, 
suggesting  displacement  by  Claudette. 
Fourteen  Bridled  Terns  were  seen  on  the 
20  Jun  pelagic  trip  out  of  South  Padre  I. 
(BMc  et  al.).  Inland  Sooty  Terns  associ- 
ated with  the  passage  of  Claudette 
included  an  ad.  at  Calaveras  L.,  Bexar 
16-17  Jul  (BDo)  and  an  imm.  in  se.  San 
Antonio  16  Jul  (MiS). 

ANIS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Grove-billed  Ani  made  an  unexpected 
mid-summer  visit  to  Webberville  Park, 
Travis  1 Jul  (BFr).  A pair  of  Burrowing 
Owls  was  noted  in  Wilbarger  12  Jun  (LB), 
and  3 were  near  Haskell,  Haskell  21  Jun 
(A&MG),  where  the  species  is  a scarce 
nester.  A Short-eared  Owl  reported  s.  of 
Lorenzo,  Crosby  12Jui  (AF)  furnished  the 
first  summer  report  from  nw.  Texas  since 
Jun  1876.  Also  of  note  was  a Short-eared 
Owl  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  25 
Jul  (JSa).  Chuck-wills-widows  continue 
to  be  found  in  the  e.  Panhandle  in  sum- 

. 

mer,  and  this  year  2 were  in  Donley  1 Jun 
(BPi).  The  Common  Pauraque  found 
during  the  spring  in  w.  Guadalupe 
remained  through  the  period  (SSc  et  ah). 

The  2 Green  Violet-ears  discovered 
during  the  spring  near  Johnson  City, 
Blanco  remained  through  22  Jul  (m.  ob.). 
Amazingly,  2 other  Green  Violet-ears  fre- 
quented feeders  near  Garner  S.R,  Uvalde 
20  Jun-5  Aug  (E&rNT,  tm.  ob.).  Yet 
another  Green  Violet-ear  provided  a first 
Trans-Pecos  record  when  it  visited  private 
feeders  in  the  Davis  Mts.  1-8  Jul 
(+M&ME  et  al.,  ph.).  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbirds were  reported  from  three  Jeff 
Davis  locations:  the  male  in  Fort  Davis 
from  the  spring  remained  until  3 Jun 
(KB),  another  male  was  at  the  McDonald 
Observatory  4 Jun  (LL,  MAd),  and  yet 
another  ad.  male  was  in  the  Davis  Mts. 
Resort  for  a few  days  starting  6 Jun 
(M&ME).  More  unexpected  was  a male 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  at  Possum 
Kingdom  L.,  Palo  Pinto  25  Jun  (JaH). 
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This  was  a good  summer  for  White-eared 
Hummingbirds,  with  at  least  4 at  three 
locations  in  the  Trans-Pecos.  One  was  at 
the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve  19  Jun  (TBFr),  a 
male  was  present  in  the  vicinity  of  Boot 
Spring  30  Jun+  (tCE),  where  joined  by  a 
female  17  Jul+  (JV,  t m.  ob.),  and  a female 
visited  private  Davis  Mts.  feeders  sporad- 
ically 26  Jun+  (tM&ME).  Unprece- 
dented for  Jun,  a female  or  imm.  Calliope 
Hummingbird  remained  in  an  Amarillo, 
Randall  yard  11-30  Jun  (RSc). 

Following  the  spring  reports  came  two 
more  reports  of  a possible  Elegant  Trogon 
in  the  Chisos  Mts.,  Brewster  24  (JGe)  & 
26  Jun  (tMO).  In  spite  of  significant 
search  efforts  by  these  and  other  persons, 
no  one  actually  saw  the  bird.  Bludau  and 
Elwonger  observed  an  amazing  21  Green 
Kingfishers  along  a 34-km  stretch  of  the 
San  Antonio  R.,  Karnes  4 Jun.  A Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker  near  Afton,  Dickens  7 
Jun  (BB,  AF,  PK,  BR)  provided  a first  Jun 
record  for  the  South  Plains;  another  in 
Yellowhouse  Canyon,  Lubbock  19  Jul  (AF, 
TS)  was  a first  for  Jul.  Wandering  Ladder- 
backed  Woodpeckers  made  their  way  to 
w.  Galveston  I.  2 Jul  OSt)  and  Quintana, 
Brazoria  19  Jul  (DVe).  A female  Downy 
Woodpecker  was  reported  n.  of  Marfa, 
Presidio  18  Jul  (LSc,  JK),  providing  a very 
unexpected  summer  record.  Also  out  of 
place  was  a Hairy  Woodpecker  at  the  Lyn- 
don B.  Johnson  National  Grasslands,  Wise 
15  Jun  (CC,  MC). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  JAYS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  near  Texline, 
Dallam  14  jun  (KS)  was  the  latest  Pan- 
handle record  by  four  days;  interestingly, 
another  individual  was  noted  at  Fort 
Hood  the  same  day  (RK,  RPi).  A single 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  on  the  Lost  Mine 
Trail,  Brewster  30  Jul  (KO)  was  likely  an 
early  migrant.  Although  notoriously  late 
migrants,  several  Western  Wood-Pewees 
lingering  in  the  Panhandle  into  mid-Jun 
were  noteworthy:  one  in  Amarillo,  Randall 
11  Jun  (RSc),  2 near  Texline,  Dallam  14 
Jun  (KS),  and  2 at  L.  Meredith,  Hutchinson 
21  Jun  (BPi) — the  latter  the  latest  on 
record.  Who  knows  in  which  direction  an 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  headed  when  it 
appeared  on  w.  Galveston  1.  30  Jun-1  Jul 
QSt)?  Acadian  Flycatchers  were  in  two 
Van  Zandt  locations  7-8  Jun  (DDC), 
where  the  species  is  suspected  of  nesting? 
Up  to  11  Dusky  Flycatcher  territories 
were  counted  in  the  upper  elevations  of 
the  Davis  Mts.  15-18  Jun  (BFr  et  al.).  A 
territorial  male  Gray  Flycatcher  was  dis- 
covered in  the  upper  elevations  of  the 
Guadalupe  Mts.,  Culberson  6-11  Jun 
(KB);  this  species  is  not  known  to  breed  in 
Texas  away  from  the  Davis  Mts.  The 


returning  Buff-breasted  Flycatchers 
reported  in  the  spring  from  the  Davis  Mts. 
successfully  fledged  4 young  (tKB  et  al.). 
An  apparent  competing  male  was 
observed  on  14  Jun  (BF,  PH,  EC). 

Black  Phoebes  wandered  e.  to  the  Sabal 
Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron  25-26  Jul  (fide 
BMc)  and  New  Braunfels  19  Jul  (CH).  A 
Say’s  Phoebe  feeding  nestlings  in  Lip- 
scomb 8 Jun  (KS)  afforded  a new  county 
record  and  the  northeasternmost  con- 
firmed nesting  in  the  Panhandle.  Nesting 
pairs  of  Vermilion  Flycatchers  were  noted 
along  the  e.  edge  of  the  breeding  range  at 
Fort  Hood,  Coryell  17  May-2  Jun  (RK  et 
al.)  and  along  the  Lampasas  R.,  Bell  8 Jun 
(RK,  JGo).  The  Dusky-capped  Flycatch- 
ers found  in  Big  Bend  during  the  spring 
successfully  raised  2 young  and  were  last 
seen  20  Jul  (MF,  m.  ob.).  Another  pair  of 
Dusky-cappeds  was  discovered  18  Jun  on 
the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve  (tPH,  PR)  and 
seen  with  2 fledglings  12  Jul  (TML,  PS). 
These  reports  provide  only  the  3rd  and 
4th  nesting  records  for  the  state.  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  found  at  w.  Galve- 
ston I.  12  Jul  QSt)  and  Port  Bolivar,  both 
Galveston  19  jul  (SM)  provided  first  Jul 
records  for  the  U.T.C.  Five  Great  Crested 
Flycatchers  in  Palo  Duro  Canyon  S.P  7 
Jul  (KS),  including  3 in  one  group,  sug- 
gested probable  nesting.  A Brown-crested 
Flycatcher  was  well  n.  of  normal  range  in 
McCulloch  19  Jul  (JFhi). 

A Great  Kiskadee  visited  Fort  Hood, 
Coryell  2 Jun  (WB,  SSu),  providing  a 2nd 
county  record.  A silent  Couch’s/Tropical 
Kingbird  found  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  L.  13 
Jul  (RPi,  GC)  was  a first  for  Bell.  The 
female  Rose-throated  Becard  at  Santa  Ana 
was  last  seen  29  Jun  (TFu).  A singing  Yel- 
low-throated Vireo  discovered  during  the 
Willis  Point  B.B.S.,  Van  Zandt  8 Jun 
(DDC)  was  in  an  area  where  the  species 
has  been  suspected  of  nesting.  The  Hut- 
tons Vireos  that  have  been  present  at 
Friedrich  Park,  Bexar  for  the  past  year 
successfully  fledged  at  least  one  young, 
providing  one  of  the  very  few  breeding 
records  for  the  Hill  Country  (D&LE). 
Two  singing  Warbling  Vireos  in  Lubbock 
8 Jun,  one  at  L.  Ransom  Canyon,  Lubbock 
26  Jul  (AF),  and  one  in  McMullen  4 Jul 
(WS)  were  good  finds.  A Yellow-green 
Vireo  was  seen  sporadically  at  Santa  Ana 
N.W.R.  9 Jun+  (tEC  et  al.).  The  small 
family  group  of  Brown  Jays  at  Chapeno, 
Starr  continued  to  number  4-5  individu- 
als and  are  the  only  ones  known  in  Texas. 
Three  to  5 Clarks  Nutcrackers  continued 
to  linger  in  the  upper  elevations  of  the 
Davis  Mts.  until  19  Jun  (tKB  et  al.). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A pair  of  Tree  Swallows  was  observed  at 
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the  Gene  Howe  W.M.A.,  Hemphill  9 Jun 
(KS),  and  although  nesting  could  not  be 
confirmed  this  year,  this  species  has 
nested  here  irregularly  since  1997.  Tree 
Swallows  were  confirmed  nesting  at 
Granger  L.,  Williamson  14  Jun  (TFe), 
where  at  least  6 ads.  and  16  juvs.  were 
present.  A Violet-green  Swallow  made  an 
unexpected  appearance  near  Floydada, 
Floyd  27  Jul  (BB,  AF).  A Carolina  Chick- 
adee wandered  into  Amarillo,  Potter  9-10 
Jul  (KS),  providing  the  first  record  for  the 
city  since  1996.  Even  more  unexpected 
was  a Black-crested  Titmouse  in  Amarillo, 
Randall  22  jul  (BPi).  On  16  Jul,  Bryan 
and  Poteet  located  a juv.  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  in  the  upper  elevations  of  the 
Guadalupe  Mts.,  Culberson , the  site  of  the 
previous  state  breeding  record.  A singing 
House  Wren  was  certainly  unexpected  in 
Midland  12  Jun  (RMS).  A Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  was  in  Lubbock  on  a late 
date  of  5 Jun  (TGi).  A pair  of  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  was  discovered  in  the  Davis 
Mts.  Preserve  14  Jun+  (BF,  PH,  EC);  the 
species  is  not  known  to  breed  in  that 
range. 

A very  late  departing  Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire was  sighted  in  Big  Bend’s  Chisos 
Basin  2 Jun  (MAd,  LL).  A hatch-year 
Hermit  Thrush  was  a nice  find  in  the 


Chisos  Mts.  29  Jul  (KO),  as  this  species 
has  not  been  documented  for  the  park  in 
the  summer.  Clay-colored  Robin  now 
appears  to  be  quite  established  as  a regu- 
lar and  visible  part  of  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  avifauna,  with  pairs 
reported  from  multiple  locations  in  Starr 
and  Hidalgo.  More  unexpected  was  a 
Clay-colored  Robin  in  Lake  Jackson,  Bra- 
zoria 6 Jun+  (TM),  a first  for  the  U.T.C. 
An  intriguing  discovery  was  a Gray  Cat- 
bird along  the  Canadian  R.  in  Hemphill  30 
Jun-5  Jul  (TE);  there  is  only  one  breeding 
record  for  this  species  in  the  Panhandle. 
Up  to  4 singing  Gray  Catbirds  in  two 
Houston,  Harris  locations  12-21  Jun 
(D&SM,  JHe)  were  likely  breeding.  Cat- 
birds were  also  noted  in  coastal  migrant 
traps  along  the  U.T.C.  between  7 Jun  and 
26  Jul,  but  these  were  probably  wander- 
ing individuals  rather  than  territorial 
birds.  A Brown  Thrasher  in  Brenham, 
Washington  21-22  Jul  (BeB,  DVo)  was  the 
first  summer  record  since  1995  in  an  area 
where  the  species  formerly  bred.  Cedar 
Waxwings  lingered  well  into  the  summer, 
with  the  most  noteworthy  sightings  being 
of  2 at  Lost  Maples,  Bandera  22  Jun  (TR) 
and  a flock  of  30  in  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant 
26  Jun  (DDC). 

A very  late  migrant  Tennessee  Warbler 


was  noted  on  Fort  Hood,  Coryell  17  Jun 
(DCi).  Of  great  interest  was  a singing  Yel- 
low Warbler  along  the  Canadian  R.  in 
Hemphill  30  Jun-5  jul  (TE);  there  are  no 
recent  breeding  records  for  Texas.  Late 
Yellow  Warblers  included  2 at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  1 Jun  (DVe);  another  detected 
on  w.  Galveston  I.  30  Jun  could  have  been 
either  early  or  late  (JSt).  Other  interest- 
ing Yellow  Warbler  records  included  an 
ad.  male  in  Midland  12-13  Jun  (D&JM) 
and  a singing  male  in  Bexar  18  Jun  (BDo). 
A lingering  Magnolia  Warbler  was  in 
Richardson,  Dallas  18  Jun  (RC).  Black- 
throated  Green  Warblers  are  found  dur- 
ing the  summer  almost  annually;  this 
year,  singles  were  near  Utley,  Bastrop 
(BFr)  and  at  High  L,  Galveston  7 Jun 
(DVe).  More  unexpected  was  a Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  in  Bandera  29  Jun 
(TGa).  A hatch-year  male  Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  was  photographed  in 
the  Chisos  Mts.  29  Jun  (TML),  providing 
the  first  fully-documented  record  for  the 
Trans-Pecos.  A possible  Golden-cheeked 
Warbler  was  reported  at  the  Woodlands, 
Harris  27  Jul  (NA).  Blackburnian  War- 
bler is  a good  find  in  the  Trans-Pecos  at 
any  time,  but  one  in  Big  Bend’s  Pine 
Canyon  2 Jun  (BPe)  was  a remarkable 
find. 


A pair  of  Buff-breasted  Flycatchers  returned  for  the  fifth  consecutive  year  to  the  central  Davis  Mountains  of  Texas.  The  same  territory  was  occupied  as  in  previous  years  and  for  the 
fourth  time  successfully  fledged  young.  These  four  nestlings  were  photographed  on  26  June  2003,  just  prior  to  leaving  the  nest.  Photograph  by  Kelly  B.  Bryan. 
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A new  record-early  fall  (or  very  late 
spring?)  Black-and-white  Warbler  was 
recorded  at  High  I.,  Galveston  28  Jun 
(DVe).  Also  unexpected  was  a Black-and- 
white  Warbler  in  the  Chisos  Mts.  near 
Boot  Spring  13  Jul  (DO,  COK).  An  imm. 
male  American  Redstart  bathing  in  an  El 
Paso  backyard  pond  26  Jun  (BZ)  was  a 
surprise  visitor  on  a most  unusual  date.  A 
very  late  singing  Northern  Waterthrush 
was  at  Buffalo  Springs  L.,  Lubbock  22  Jun 
(AF).  As  has  been  in  case  in  recent  sum- 
mers, multiple  territorial  male 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers  were  present  on 
the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve  15-18  Jun  (BFr  et 
al.).  Suggesting  breeding,  2 Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  noted  on  the  Wills  Point 
B.B.S.,  Van  Zandt  8 Jun  (DDC).  Lost 
Hooded  Warblers  were  found  in  Big 
Bend’s  Pine  Canyon  2 Jun  (DB)  and  near 
Afton,  Dickens  7 Jun  (AF).  A migrant 
Hooded  Warbler  at  Anahuac  N.W.R., 
Chambers  26  Jul  (DVe)  was  very  early.  A 
female  Red-faced  Warbler  was  discovered 
in  the  Guadalupe  Mts.  10  Jun  (t,  ph.  KB), 
providing  only  the  2nd  summer  record 
for  the  species  in  Texas.  At  least  two,  and 
possibly  three,  pairs  of  Painted  Redstarts 
were  present  throughout  the  period  at 
Boot  Spring,  with  at  least  one  pair  suc- 
cessfully raising  young  (m.  ob.).  Always 
notable  in  the  Davis  Mts.,  a Painted  Red- 
start was  discovered  in  the  Davis  Mts. 
Preserve  27  Jun  (JGe,  CE  et  ah),  and  2 
were  at  the  same  location  9 Jul+  (KB), 
with  another  in  a separate  location  20  Jul 
(ND  et  ah). 


TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A late  Summer  Tanager  was  in  Amarillo, 
Randall  2 Jun  (RSc),  while  a female  Sum- 
mer Tanager  observed  carrying  food  near 
Afton,  Dickens  7 Jun  (m.  ob.)  offered  the 
first  evidence  of  probable  breeding  for 
the  South  Plains.  A molting  male  Scarlet 
Tanager  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  22 
Jun  (KSz)  represents  the  latest  ever  for 
the  U.T.C.  A singing  male  Eastern 
Towhee  near  Kurth  L.,  Angelina  17  & 26 
Jun  (GG)  added  more  evidence  that  this 
species  may  breed  in  East  Texas.  Two 
Canyon  Towhees  at  L.  Meredith, 
Hutchinson  21  Jun  (BPi)  had  wandered 
out  of  their  normal  habitat  in  the 
canyonlands.  A Botteri’s  Sparrow  was 
found  near  Kaufer-Hubert  Park,  Kleberg 
6 Jun  (LJ)  near  the  poorly-known  n.  lim- 
its of  this  species’  range.  A Grasshopper 
Sparrow  singing  near  Barker  Res.,  Harris 
6 Jun  (HE)  follows  up  the  first  sugges- 
tion of  recent  breeding  this  spring  on  the 
Katy  Prairie.  Unexpected  was  a singing 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  Amarillo, 
Randall  1-7  Jun  (RSc).  Harwerth  was 
shocked  to  find  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow 


inside  a Wal-Mart  in  San  Antonio  19  Jun. 
Two  lingering  White-crowned  Sparrows 
were  at  Balmorhea  L.  5 Jun  (RR). 

Details  of  a possible  Yellow  Grosbeak 
reported  from  Big  Bends  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage 14  Jun  (DEI)  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
T.B.R.C.;  there  are  several  other  undocu- 
mented reports  of  this  species  from  the 
Park,  but  the  state  lacks  a firm  record. 
The  territorial  male  Lazuli  Bunting  from 
the  spring  at  Fort  Hood  was  still  present 
1 Jul  (SSu)  and  appeared  to  still  be 
accompanying  a female  Indigo  Bunting. 
Indigo  Buntings  were  found  to  be  breed- 
ing in  two  more  counties  on  the  South 
Plains  this  season:  a female  with  3 fledg- 
lings was  at  L.  Ransom  Canyon,  Lubbock 
26  Jul  (AF,  AH),  and  a female  with  4 
fledglings  was  noted  at  Roaring  Springs, 
Motley  27  Jul  (BB,  AF).  A Varied  Bunting 
was  found  al  Santa  Margarita  Ranch, 
Starr  8 Jun  (JA),  where  they  are  very  low- 
density  breeders.  Reid  made  an  unex- 
pected discovery  of  a male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  at  V.C.D.B.,  Tarrant  10  Jul.  As 
in  recent  years,  two  apparent  pairs  of 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  present  at  the 
McDonald  Observatory,  Jeff  Davis 
throughout  the  season  (MAd).  Bronzed 
Cowbird  is  now  becoming  quite  regular 
in  the  Houston  area,  with  reports  from 
three  sites  this  season.  A Hooded  Oriole 
wandered  up  the  coast  to  Calhoun  25  Jul 
(BFr).  Two  flocks  of  up  to  14  Red  Cross- 
bills each  were  in  the  higher  elevations  of 
the  Davis  Mts.  19  Jun  (KB,  BFr).  A 
Lesser  Goldfinch  was  unexpectedly  far 
w.,  for  the  Panhandle,  near  the  Boys 
Ranch,  Oldham  2 Jun  (KS). 


Undocumented  reports:  The  following 
Texas  Bird  Records  Review  species  was 
reported  without  documentation:  Greater 
Pewee  in  El  Paso  10  Jun. 


Addendum:  Reports  of  Brown  Pelicans  in 
the  Panhandle  from  the  spring  were 
received  late.  Two  were  observed  at 
Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  24  May  (IT),  with 
one  still  present  31  May  (HP),  providing 
a first  county  record  and  the  8th  for  the 
Panhandle. 


Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Mark  Adams  (MAd)  (Trans-Pecos:  HC 
75,  Box  1337-B,  Ft.  Davis,  TX  79734-5016. 
email:  mta@astro.as.utexas.edu),  Nanette 
Armstrong,  John  Arvin,  Wes  Bailey,  Lynn 
Barber,  Peter  Barnes,  Bernie  Bennett 
(BeB),  Brandon  Best  (BB),  Gene  Blacklock 
, Colin  Bludau,  David  Bradford,  John 
Brunjes,  Tim  Brush  (TBr),  Kelly  Bryan, 
Tamie  Bulow  (TBu),  Eric  Carpenter,  Will 
Carter,  Ron  Chenault,  David  Cimprich 
(DCi),  Bill  Clark,  Fred  Collins,  Tom 


Collins,  Mark  Conway  (MaC),  Mel  Cook- 
sey (MC)  (South  Texas:  16  Townhouse 
Lane,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78412.  email: 
ssi@stx.rr.com),  Kelly  Cotten  (North- 
central  Texas:  8626  Angora  Street,  Dallas, 
TX  75218.  email:  Schmotten@aol.com), 
Grant  Critchfield,  D.D.  Currie  (DDC), 
Claire  Curry,  Mary  Curry  (MC),  Bill  & 
Linda  Daniel,  Roy  Darville,  Bob  Doe 
(BDo),  Natasha  Domina,  Maureen  Dono- 
hue, Lawrence  Duhon  (LDu),  Marc  and 
Maryann  Eastman,  Carol  Edwards,  David 
Elkowitz  (DEI),  Harry  Elliott,  Mark 


Elwonger,  Dodge  & Lorna  Engelman,  Ted 


Eubanks,  Jesse  Fagan,  Tim  Fennell  (TFe), 
Mark  Flippo,  Anthony  Floyd,  Brush  Free- 
man (BFr),  Bert  Frenz  (BeF)  (East  Texas: 
221  Rainbow  Dr.,  PMB  12190,  Liv- 
ingston, TX  77399-2021.  email: 


bert2@bafrenz.com),  Terry  Fuller  (TFu), 
Tony  Gallucci  (TGa),  John  Gee  (JGe), 
Angelina  & Mike  Gephardt,  Tom  Gill 
(TGi),  John  Gower  (JGo),  Georgette 
Guernsey,  Curt  Harwerth,  Jose  Hernandez 
(JHe),  Aveline  Hewetson,  Petra  Hockey, 
John  Hoogerheide  (JHo),  Rich  Hoyer,  Jim 
Hughes  (JHu),  Janie  Hurley  (JaH),  Larry 
Jordon,  John  Kalb,  Philip  Kite,  Rich 
Kostecke,  Cin-Ty  Lee  (CTL),  Dell  Little 
(DLi),  Gerald  & Dee  Little,  Keith  Lock- 
hart, Mark  Lockwood,  Laura  Long, 
Robert  & Kay  Lookingbill,  Debbie  & 
Scott  MacSorley,  Brad  McKinney  (BMc), 
Lisa  Meacham,  Stennie  Meadours,  Don 
and  Joann  Merritt,  Tom  Morris,  Jeff 
Mundy,  Derek  Muschalek,  Dale  Ohl,  Car- 
olyn Ohl-Kolb,  Karl  Overman,  Mike 


Overton,  Jim  Paton  (JPa),  Brandon  Perci- 


val  (BPe),  Bill  Phelan  (BPh),  Heidi 
Phelps,  Ellen  Pickett,  Barrett  Pierce  (BPi), 
Randy  Pinkston  (RPi),  David  Poteet,  Bob 
Rasa,  Ross  Rasmussen,  Jim  Ray,  Martin 
Reid,  Tim  Rodenkirk,  Chris  Runk,  Jen- 
nifer Sanchez  (JSa),  Susan  Schaezler 
(SSc),  Monty  Schoenhals  (MoS),  Larry 
Schwab  (LSc),  Marcy  Scott  (MSc),  Rose- 
mary Scott  (RSc),  Mike  Scully  (MiS), 
Willie  Sekula  (Central  Texas:  7063  Co. 
Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627. 
email:  wsekula@the-cia.net),  Ken  Seyf- 
fert  (KS)  (Northwest:  2206  S.  Lipscomb, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109),  Loren  Smith  (LSm), 
Tom  SoRelle,  John  Sproul  (JSp),  Jim 
Stevenson  (JSt),  Rose  Marie  Stortz  (RMS), 
Cristina  Summers,  Scott  Summers  (SSu), 
Paul;  Sunby,  Ken  Sztraky  (KSz),  Irvin 
Thomas,  Eddy  & Nancy  Thornton,  Jo- 
Szu  Tsai  (JST),  j.  r Valentine,  Don  Verser 
(DVe),  Darrell  Vollert  (DVo),  Nilesh 
Waghdhare,  Ron  Weeks  (RWe)  (UTC: 
110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX 
77566.  email:  empidonax@sbcglobal.net), 
Matt  Whitbeck,  John  Whittle  (JWh), 
Allen  Wimple,  Scott  Young,  Jimmy 
Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer.  © 
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The  summer  of  2003  was  unusually  hot 
and  dry;  in  fact,  it  was  Idaho’s 
warmest  July  and  Montana’s  second 
warmest  in  109  years.  Already  low  from  past 
dry  years  and  insufficient  snowmelt 
recharge,  surface  water  levels  plummeted. 
Evaporation  and  irrigation  draw-downs  left 
waterbirds  nesting  on  reservoirs  in  dire 
straits  but  created  expansive  mudflats  that 
attracted  more-than-usual  numbers  of 
migrating  waders,  shorebirds,  and  gulls. 

Hot,  dry,  and  windy  conditions  sparked 
an  earlier-than-usual  fire  season  that 
appeared  ominous  by  summer’s  end. 

Abbreviations:  A.ER.  (American  Falls  Res., 
by  American  Falls,  ID);  Camas  (Camas 
N.W.R.  Jefferson,  ID). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

American  White  Pelicans  summered  in 
record  numbers  in  the  Regions  n.,  with  high 
counts  of  over  60  in  Benewah  and  Boundary , 
ID  (SS),  about  100  at  Ninepipe  N.W.R. , 
Lake,  MT  (DC),  and  unusually  high  num- 
bers in  Beaverhead  and  Powell,  MT  (CA, 
RG).  Double-crested  Cormorants  also  con- 
tinued their  northward  expansion;  two  pairs 
discovered  with  nestlings  at  Coeur  d’Alene 
L.,  Kootenai,  ID  12  Jul  (DJ,  WM)  provided  n. 
Idaho’s  2nd  breeding  record  and  a first 
record  for  Latilong  2.  The  seasons  tally  of 
out-of-range  waders  included  a Great  Egret 
in  Bonner,  ID  12  Jun  (SS),  a Snowy  Egret 
near  Helena,  MT  4-5  Jun  (BM,  KO),  and  a 
Green  Heron  in  Fremont,  ID  2-25  Tun  (DC1, 
CW). 

Especially  rare  in  summer  was  a Red- 
shouldered  Hawk  in  Canyon,  ID  25  Jun 
(MC).  Even  more  unusual  were  summer 
reports  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  Boise,  ID 
5 Jul  (CS)  and  near  Livingston,  MT  7 Jun 
(RW).  The  bird  of  the  season  was  a Pacific 
Golden-Plover  at  A.ER.  22  Jul  (MCr,  tCT), 
a first  for  Idaho  and  the  Region.  Idaho’s  list 
of  rare-but-regular  shorebirds  included  a 
Whimbrel  at  A.ER.  25  Jul  (CT),  a Stilt  Sand- 
piper at  A.ER.  22  Jul  (CT),  and  a Short- 
billed Dowitcher  in  Nez  Perce  26  Jul  (JW). 
Unexpected  in  summer  were  single  Bona- 
parte’s and  Herring  Gulls  near  Marsing, 
Owyhee  ID  20  Jul  (MC,  RLR). 

Anna’s  Hummingbirds  are  less  than 
annual  and  most  unusual  in  summer,  but 
Idaho  singles  appeared  in  Gem  14  Jun-31 
Jul+  (M&FZ)  and  Boise  5—3 1 Jul-i-  (A&HL). 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  surveys  located  a total 
of  27  in  e.  Idaho  1 Jun-31  Jul  (TR). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

Eastern  Phoebes  provided  7th  records  in 


both  states,  with  singles  at  Camas  9 Jun  (RI) 
and  near  Ennis,  MT  25  Jun  (CP).  A flock  of 
10  Bushtits  was  far  n.  of  expected  range  in 
Boise,  ID  21-28  Jul  (JC).  A heard-only  Wood 
Thrush  in  Boise  6 Jun  was  interesting 
(tDT),  as  there  are  no  previously  accepted 
records  in  Idaho.  Up  to  2 Northern  Mock- 
ingbirds, rare  but  regular  in  Idaho,  visited 
Oneida  28  ]un-2  Jul  (MCr),  and  one  near 
Stevensville,  MT  3-24  Jul  (WT)  was  even 
less  expected.  A wayward  Sage  Thrasher 
near  Somers,  Flathead,  MT  22-25  Jul  (DC) 
was  very  unusual  but  not  unprecedented 
there.  Reports  of  rare-but-regular  warblers 
included  single  Tennessee  Warblers  near 
McCall,  ID  21  Jun  (MC)  and  Bigfork,  MT  19 
Jul  (BR);  Ovenbirds  at  Camas  5 Jun  (DC1, 
MCr),  Boise,  ID  26  Jun  (DT),  and  near  Big- 
fork, MT  29  Jun  (DC);  and  a Black-and- 
white  Warbler  in  Jefferson,  ID  6 Jun  (DC1). 
Idaho’s  9th  Northern  Parula  was  at  Camas  3 
Jun  (DB).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  discov- 
ered in  Boise  3 Jun  (CS)  provided  Idaho’s 
2nd  record. 

Now  almost  expected  in  summer,  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  in  Canyon  11  Jun  and  Payette 
16  Jun  (MC)  were  Idaho’s  7th  & 8th.  Up  to 
2 Blue  Grosbeaks  were  in  Oneida  18  Jun-14 
Jul  (MCr,  JW);  they  are  rare  and  irregular 
breeders  in  s.  Idaho.  Great-tailed  Grackles 


David  Trochlell 

1931  Tallwood  Lane 
Boise,  Idaho  83706 
(dtrochiell@velocitus.net) 


were  reported  at  new  Idaho  locations:  one 
was  in  Washington  4 Jun,  and  another 
stopped  in  Canyon  12  Jun  (RM).  Especially 
unusual  in  sw.  Idaho  were  2 Common 
Grackles  in  Elmore  14  Jun  (MC).  A wayward 
Lesser  Goldfinch  discovered  in  Latah  5 jul 
(KD)  provided  n.  Idaho’s  4th  record. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Dick  Beasley,  Jay  Carlisle, 
Darren  Clark  (DC1),  Marty  Collar  (MCr), 
Mark  Collie,  Kas  Dumroese,  Richard  Irwin, 
Don  Johnson,  Hilda  and  A1  Larson,  Russ 
Manwaring,  Wayne  Melquist,  Tim  Reynolds, 
Hadley  Roberts,  R.L.  Rowland,  Shirley 
Sturts,  Colleen  Sweeney,  Dave  Trochlell, 
Chuck  Trost,  Cliff  Weisse,  Jane  Westervelt, 
Melly  and  Fred  Zeillemaker.  MONTANA: 
Connie  Akers,  Dan  Casey,  Randy  Gazda, 
Jeff  Marks,  Bob  Martinka,  Kathy  O’Conner, 
John  Parker,  Caleb  Putnam,  Bob  Rost,  Don 
Skaar,  Wayne  Tree,  Robin  Wolcott.  © 
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June  was  rather  cool  and  moist  in  much 
of  the  Region,  particularly  when  com- 
pared to  recent  summers.  Yet  by  July, 
many  areas  were  hot  and  dry.  Indeed, 
much  of  southeastern  Colorado  and  the  San 
Luis  Valley  had  the  hottest  July  in  recorded 
history.  And  many  portions  of  the  Region  still 
suffer  from  drought  conditions.  Recent  sum- 
mers have  included  several  firsts  for  the 
Region,  but  this  summer  was  relatively  quiet 
in  that  respect.  Highlights  included 
Wyoming’s  first  nesting  Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler and  large  numbers  of  White-winged 
Crossbills  in  the  southern  Rockies. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  sev- 
eral subregional  compilers  who  have  volun- 
teered to  solicit  records  and  organize  data 
from  their  area  in  Colorado:  Forest  Luke 
(Northwest);  Glenn  Walbek  (North-cen- 
tral); Bill  Schmoker  (Front  Range);  Larry 
Serno  (Northeast);  Coen  Dexter  (West-cen- 
tral); Jim  Beatty  (Southwest);  John  Rawinski 
(South-central);  Brandon  Percival  (South- 
east); and  Mark  Peterson  (East-central). 
Tony  Leukeritig  and  Doug  Faulkner  will 
continue  to  supply  us  with  data  from  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory,  Colorado 
and  Wyoming,  respectively.  We  look  forward 
to  introducing  subregional  editors  for 
Wyoming  in  the  next  issue. 


Abbreviations:  Barr  (Barr  Lake  S.P,  Adams), 
Crow  Valley  (Crow  Valley  Campground, 
Pawnee  National  Grasslands,  Weld),  Fruit- 
growers (Fruitgrowers  Res.,  Delta),  Jumbo 
(Jumbo  Res.,  Logan  & Sedgwick),  Prewitt 
(Prewitt  Res.,  Washington  & Logan), 
R.M.B.O.  (Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observa- 
tory). Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations 
can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except 
that  each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such 
the  first  time  it  appears  in  the  text. 

GREBES  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Amazingly,  3 Red-necked  Grebes  were 
found  in  Colorado:  one  at  Pawnee  National 
Grasslands  1-3  Jun  (MB  et  al.),  another  at 
Fruitgrowers  6-11  Jun  (JB,  RL,  CD,  m.  ob.), 
and  still  another  at  Highline  S.P,  Mesa  9 Jul 
(LA).  The  latter  was  perhaps  the  same  indi- 
vidual that  wintered  at  this  location.  While 
Red-necked  Grebes  are  annual  in  the  Region 
during  fall  migration,  they  are  very  rare  at 
other  seasons;  these  birds  furnish  the  first 
summer  records  for  Colorado.  Rare  on  Col- 
j orados  West  Slope,  an  American  Bittern  was 
noted  at  Fruitgrowers  6 Jun  (JB,  RL,  CD,  m. 

| ob.).  A pair  of  Least  Bitterns  was  seen  near 

Ft.  Lyon,  Bent  27-28  Jun  (BG);  this  and  the 
Bear  River  Valley,  Lincoln  and  Uinta,  WY  are 
the  only  locations  where  this  species  is  even 
marginally  reliable  in  the  Region.  Faulkner 
speculated  that  Great  Egrets  may  have  bred 
at  the  long-established  rookery  at  Barr,  with 
a pair  seen  early  in  the  season  and  4 present 
23  Jul  (DF).  Other  Great  Egrets  noted  away 
from  traditional  summer  locales  were  singles 
in  Sedgwick,  Logan,  and  Fremont  (v.  o.). 
Green  Herons  are  regularly  observed  in  Ft. 
Collins  and  near  Canon  City  in  summer,  but 
one  at  Columbine  Lakes  27  Jun  (DC)  was 
perhaps  the  first  summer  record  for  Arapa- 
hoe. Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  were 
found  in  their  highest  numbers  in  recent 
years,  albeit  from  only  two  locations;  an  ad. 
was  seen  at  Ft.  Lyon  27  Jun  (BG),  and  up  to 
3 juvs.  were  found  at  Jumbo  24-27  Jul  (ph. 
CLW,  in.  ob.).  A Glossy  Ibis  at  Alamosa 
N.W.R.  10  Jul  (CC)  furnished  only  the  2nd 
report  for  the  San  Luis  Valley  and  a very  rare 
summer  record. 

Wood  Ducks  are  rare  away  from  the  major 
river  valleys,  and  4 at  Flagler  S.W.A.  3 Jun 
(BK)  were  likely  the  first  recorded  in  Kit 
Carson.  Very  rare  in  the  Region  in  summer,  a 
Greater  Scaup  lingered  at  Arapahoe  N.W.R., 
Jackson  (DF  et  al.)  7 Jun.  An  exceptionally 
tardy  Surf  Scoter  remained  near  Kenosha 
Pass,  Park  until  1 Jun  (BR).  Always  unusual 
in  summer,  a male  and  a female  Common 
Goldeneye  lingered  at  Windy  Gap  Res., 
Grand  6 Jun  (GW,  m.  ob.).  Even  more  unex- 
pected, a female  Common  Goldeneye  was 
seen  near  Pueblo  22  Jun-31  Jul  (RM,  MY), 
and  a male  was  at  Pueblo  Res.  2-31  Jul 
(BKP).  Hooded  Mergansers  continued  to  be 
reported  during  summer  months  in  small 
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numbers,  mostly  from  Colorado’s  Front 
Range;  this  summer,  a male  was  at  Fountain 
Creek  Regional  Park,  El  Paso  through  2 Jun 
(fide  KP),  and  up  to  2 were  at  Valeo  Ponds  in 
Canon  City  8-29  Jun  (SM).  Scarce  breeders 
in  se.  Colorado,  a female  Common  Mer- 
ganser with  7 young  was  at  Canon  City  2-8 
Jun  (SM). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Broad-winged  Flawk  “fighting”  with  a 
Northern  Goshawk  in  the  Bearlodge  Mts., 
Crook , WY  14  Jun  (EA)  was  the  only  report 
received  of  this  species.  The  Bearlodge  Mts. 
is  the  only  location  where  Broad-winged 
Hawks  regularly  summer  in  the  Region,  with 
most  observations  coming  from  late-succes- 
sional  pine  stands.  Three  Scaled  Quail  were 
found  sw.  of  Towaoc,  Montezuma  30  Jul  (JB, 
SA).  The  continued  presence  of  these  birds 
some  25  km  from  Utah  suggests  that  this 
species  may  occur  regularly  in  se.  Utah, 
where  there  is  but  one  record  (9  Nov  1997, 
San  Juan,  UT).  Black  Rails  continue  to  sum- 
mer near  Fort  Lyon,  with  a high  count  of  20 
on  27  Jun  (BG).  A one-day-wonder  Common 
Moorhen  in  Pueblo  West  19  Jun  (JY)  was 
about  the  10th  reported  from  Colorado.  Two 
Sandhill  Cranes  over  Riverbend  Pond  Nat- 
ural Area,  Larimer  7 Jun  (DB,  NK),  presum- 
ably very  late  migrants,  furnished  only  the 
2nd  Jun  observation  of  this  species  on  the 
Colorado  plains. 

Very  rare  in  Wyoming,  a Snowy  Plover 
was  found  at  Alsop  L Albany  19  Jul  (J&GL), 
where  last  year  a pair  was  suspected  of  fledg- 
ing one  young.  Duane  Nelson  reports  that  25 
Piping  Plovers  were  found  in  the  Arkansas 
River  Valley  this  summer,  5 more  than  in  any 
year  since  1990.  As  is  typical  for  the  Col- 
orado population,  the  sex  ratio  was  unbal- 
anced, with  19  males  and  6 females  noted. 
All  six  pairs  fledged  young,  with  a total  of  20 
birds  fledged — a record  that  eclipses  the  pre- 
vious record  set  last  year.  Highlighting  the 
need  for  human  intervention,  five  of  the  six 
nests  were  from  reclaimed  sites,  where  trees 
had  been  cut  or  vegetation  removed.  Large 
concentrations  of  Mountain  Plovers  are  often 
noted  along  dry  margins  of  reservoirs  and 
playas  in  summer.  This  year’s  high  count 
came  from  Upper  Queens  Res.,  Kiowa,  where 
211  were  found  24  Jul  (BG).  Also  notewor- 
thy were  117+  found  in  Lincoln  26  Jul  (MP), 
where  there  are  few  records  of  this  species. 
We  encourage  observers  in  the  Region  to 
keep  detailed  notes  on  the  ages  of  staging 
Mountain  Plovers  when  possible,  as  this  pro- 
vides perhaps  the  most  efficient  means  of 
assessing  reproductive  success.  Notably 
early,  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  and  2 Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  at  Jumbo  24  Jul  (CLW),  and 
2 additional  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  at 
Prewitt  Res.,  Washington  on  the  same  date 
(CLW).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  flew  over 
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Hummingbirds  are  always  a late-summer  favorite  in  the  Mountain  West  Region,  and  this  season  didn't  disappoint.  A 
female  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  in  Weldona,  Morgan  30  Jul-f  (ph.  CLW,  TL)  furnished  about  the  7th  record  for 
Colorado.  Quite  unusual  were  up  to  2 Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  at  Cherry  Creek  S.P.  1-21  Jul  (BB  et  al.).  Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds  were  also  noted  n.  and  e.  of  normal  in  Weld,  Boulder,  and  Larimer.  Not  much  more  than  a decade  ago,  Rufous 
Hummingbird  was  considered  casual  more  than  8 km  or  so  from  the  foothills.  Highlighting  the  change  in  status,  Leukering  and 
Wood  found  Rufous  Hummingbirds  in  all  but  one  town  they  checked  in  ne.  Colorado  in  late  Jul  and  early  Aug.  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird is  now  best  considered  uncommon,  even  locally  fairly  common,  in  late  summer  and  early  fall  in  e.  Colorado.  Calliope 
Hummingbirds  are  scarcer  than  Rufous  Hummingbirds  but  are  best  considered  uncommon  fall  migrants  in  e.  Colorado. 


Pueblo  Res.  27  Jul  (BKP,  CLW),  where  the 
species  is  exceedingly  rare.  Very  rare  as  a fall 
migrant  in  the  Region,  a Whimbrel  was 
found  at  Goldeneye  Res.,  Natrona,  WY  31  Jul 
(CM). 

At  least  one  Caspian  Tern  was  seen  in 
mid-  to  late  Jul  near  Ft.  Collins  (v.  o.),  where 
the  species  has  summered  in  small  numbers 
in  recent  years.  More  unusual  was  an  ad. 
Caspian  Tern  noted  at  Fruitgrowers  12  (N. 
Korte)  & 29  Jul  (RS).  Still  very  rare  in  the 
region,  an  Arctic  Tern  was  found  at  Lake 
Holbrook,  18  June  (SO,  ph.  VAT).  For  the 
first  time  in  the  last  five  years,  Duane  Nelson 
reports  an  increase  in  the  number  of  nesting 
pairs  of  Least  Terns  in  southeastern  Col- 
orado, with  at  least  25  pairs  this  summer 
(the  3rd  highest  count  since  1990).  As  with 
Piping  Plover,  the  need  for  human-modified 
habitat  is  obvious — all  33  nests  were  found 
in  cleared  or  reclaimed  habitat.  Two  Least 
Terns  at  L.  Cheraw,  Otero  21  Jun  (JPB)  were 
slightly  w.  of  usual.  Even  rarer,  a single  Least 
Tern  was  at  Fruitgrowers  6 Jun  (CD,  BD,  JB, 
RL  et  al.),  and  another,  at  Walden  Res. 
15-23  Jun  (Greg  Luger,  m.  ob.),  was  the  first 
found  in  any  of  the  mountain  parks. 

What  would  summer  be  without  big 
doves?  R.M.B.O.’s  efforts  to  survey  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  in  2003  resulted  in  detec- 
tions in  at  least  34  of  Colorado’s  64  counties, 
including  the  usual  strongholds  of  Lamar 
(133  birds;  JT)  and  Springfield  (69  birds; 
JT).  In  addition  to  all  e.  plains  counties,  col- 
lared-doves  have  now  been  recorded  in 
every  Colorado  county  that  borders  Utah. 
While  not  necessarily  surprising,  at  least  20 
White-winged  Doves  were  found  this  sum- 
mer in  Colorado,  including  11  in  Rocky 
Ford  (SO)  and  4 in  Springfield,  where  they 
apparently  bred  (JT,  DAL). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

Demonstrating  the  species’  drastic  decline 
on  the  West  Slope,  only  one  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  was  recorded  in  w.  Colorado,  at 
Hotchkiss,  Delta  6 Jun  (CD,  BW  et  al.).  A 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  bird  survey 
crew  found  an  apparent  breeding  pair  of  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoos  at  La  Jara,  Conejos  ( fide 
JR),  perhaps  the  first  breeding  record  for  the 
San  Luis  Valley.  For  the  2nd  summer  in  a 
row,  Wyoming  birders  found  Flammulated 
Owls  at  Battle  Creek  Campground,  Carbon, 
with  a pair  present  12  Jun+  (CM,  B.  South,  J. 


Gaither,  J&GL  et  al.).  Two  nestling  Northern 
Pygmy-Owls  had  fallen  out  of  a tree  w.  of  La 
Veta,  Huerfano,  in  Jul  and  were  taken  to  a 
rehabilitator  (Ray  Fisher);  this  is  likely  the 
first  published  breeding  record  for  the  San- 
gre  de  Cristo  Range.  While  a smattering  of 
mountains  records  exist,  a well-studied 
Chimney  Swift  in  Kremmling  7 Jun  (DF  et. 
al)  was  the  first  for  Grand. 

A Red-headed  Woodpecker  was  found  nw. 
of  Lyons,  Boulder  1 Jun  (RD),  a bit  w.  of 
usual.  Even  more  remarkable  was  one  found 
near  Hebron,  Jackson  19  Jun  (FL);  there  are 
about  a dozen  mountain-park  records.  A 
calling  Alder  Flycatcher  in  Lake  7 Jun  (GW, 
ph.  TL  et  al.)  was  the  first  reported  in  Col- 
orado w.  of  the  Continental  Divide.  An 
Empidonax  flycatcher,  believed  by  some 
observers  to  be  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher, 
was  seen  at  Crow  Valley  Campground  12 
Jun  (AP,  tDF).  Black  Phoebes  continue  to 
sprawl  northward  in  Colorado,  with  20 
along  the  San  Miguel  R.,  Montrose  (CD, 
BW),  while  Front  Range  birds  were  found  in 
Pueblo  and  Fremont  (v.  o.).  An  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  was  n.  of  usual  at  Rabbit  Moun- 
tain Open  Space,  Boulder  10  Jun  (DE).  A 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  found  near  Prior 
5-10  Jun  (GW  et  al.)  was  w.  of  normal.  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatchers  returned  to  El  Paso  (C. 
Lee),  and  a pair  s.  of  Limon,  Lincoln  (JMK) 
produced  3 fledglings  ( fide  TL). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-eyed  Vireo  at  Castlewood  Canyon, 
Douglas  23  Jun-7  Jul  (DF  et  al.)  sang  from 
Ponderosa  Pine  and  shrubby  Gambel’s  Oak 
habitat,  a typical  summer  location  for  this 
rare  species  in  Colorado.  A singing  Gray 
Vireo  was  s.  of  Walsenburg,  Huerfano  23  Jun 
(VAT),  where  this  species  is  a very  local 
breeder.  Pat  Snider  found  a few  Purple  Mar- 
tins over  Trinidad  14-15  Jun,  near  where 
this  species  formerly  bred.  A Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  was  found  among  at  least  50  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes  at  Crow  Valley  1 Jun  (LS),  a 
rather  late  date  for  such  a large  concentra- 
tion of  Catharvs. 

A rather  high  count  for  nw.  Wyoming,  8 
Virginia’s  Warblers  were  found  in  the  Bear- 
lodge Mts.  28  Jun  (EA).  A Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  at  Grand  Mesa  2 Jun  (L.  Stigen)  was 
quite  unexpected.  Establishing  the  first  docu- 
mented nesting  record  for  Wyoming,  a pair  of 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  hedged  young  at 
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This  was  an  unprecedented  summer  for  White-winged  Crossbills  in  Colorado,  thanks  in  no  small  part  to  the 
- large  masting  of  conifer  cones,  particularly  spruces.  Since  early  spring,  White-winged  Crossbills  have  been  found 
in  at  least  a dozen  Colorado  counties,  with  reports  from  the  Medicine  Bow  Mts.,  the  Gore  Range,  the  Flat  Tops,  the  Elk 
Mts.,  and  Grand  Mesa.  Particularly  noteworthy  were  sightings  from  s.  Colorado,  where  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
widely  noted  in  the  San  Juan  Mts.,  with  reports  from  San  Juan,  Mineral,  Hinsdale,  and  Conejos  (v.  o);  and  the  La  Garita 
Mts.,  in  Saguache.  The  continued  abundance  of  cones  should  be  enough  to  encourage  observers  to  strap  on  some  skis  or 
snowshoes  in  an  attempt  to  document  breeding  White-winged  Crossbills  this  winter. 


Cook  L.  in  the  Bearlodge  Mts.  (EA).  This 
same  area  hosted  Golden-winged  Warblers 
last  summer  and  is  a premier  locale  for 
intrepid  birders  to  search  for  other  e.  breeders 
in  Wyoming.  A female  American  Redstart 
banded  along  Trout  Cr.  8 Jun  (F  Gould)  was 
the  first  recorded  in  Telia:  An  Ovenbird  in 
Sinks  Canyon,  Fremont,  WY  29  Jun  (JD)  was 
w.  of  usual,  while  one  at  a golf  course  in  Alam- 
osa 29  Jun-18Jul  (JS,  m.  ob.)  established  the 
first  breeding-season  record  for  the  San  Luis 
Valley.  Two  singing  Hooded  Warblers  were 
found  in  Colorado,  one  in  Cottonwood 
Canyon,  BacaJLas  Animas  22  Jun  (NK)  and 
another  near  Gregory  Canyon,  Boulder  3 Jul 
(A.  Paulios).  Up  to  3 Hepatic  Tanagers  were 
seen  near  Prior  3 Jun-9 Jul  (TL,  N.  Gobris  et 
al.).  While  this  species  is  a local  breeder  in  se. 


Colorado,  almost  all  were  on  private  property, 
and  these  were  the  first  reliable  and  accessible 
Hepatic  Tanagers  in  Colorado  in  over  a 
decade.  A pair  of  Hepatic  Tanagers  was  also 
reported  from  El  Paso  30  Jul  (GW,  A. 
Spencer).  A Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  s.  of 
Walsenburg  9 Jul  (VAT)  was  at  a new  location 
for  this  species.  Rare  even  in  migration  on  the 
West  Slope,  a singing  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
(JB)  near  Craig,  Moffat  8 Jun  was  most  unex- 
pected. At  least  2 male  Painted  Buntings  con- 
tinued to  be  seen  in  Cottonwood  Canyon 
through  22  Jun  (NK).  Very  rare  outside  of 
extreme  e.  Colorado,  single  singing  male  Bal- 
timore Orioles  were  found  at  Barr  6-12  Jul  (E. 
Zorawowicz,  m.  ob.)  and  w.  of  Ft  Collins  9 
Jun-1  Jul  (JPB,  m.  ob.).  This  appears  to  have 
been  a fine  season  for  Lesser  Goldfinches, 
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with  several  reports  from  as  far  e.  as  Elbert  and 
Lincoln  (v.  o.),  and  a female  at  Beaver  Cr.  in 
Wyoming’s  Bearlodge  Mts.  (EA). 

' 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Eugene  Adams,  Susan  Allerton,  Larry 
Arnold,  Bob  Brown,  Jason  P.  Beason,  Jim 
Beatty  (sw.  Colorado),  Michele  Bloom,  David 
Bray,  Deb  Carstensen,  Cameron  Cox,  Jim 
Danzenbaker,  Raymond  Davis,  Coen  Dexter 
(w.-cen.  Colorado),  David  Ely,  Doug  Faulkner 
(R.M.B.O-Wyoming),  Peter  Gent,  Brian  Gib- 
bons, Bill  Kaempfer,  Joey  M.  Kellner,  Hugh 
Kingery,  Nick  Komar,  Jim  and  Gloria 
Lawrence  (J&GL),  David  A.  Leatherman, 
Tony  Leukering  (R.M.B.O./Colorado),  Rich 
Levad,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado),  Karen 
Metz,  Chris  Michelson  (Wyoming),  SeEtta 
Moss,  Rich  Miller,  Duane  Nelson,  Ken  Pals, 
Arvind  Panjabi,  Brandon  K.  Percival  (se.  Col- 
orado), Mark  Peterson  (cen.  Colorado),  John 
Rawinski  (s.-cen.  Colorado),  Bill  Reddinger, 
Bill  Schmoker  (Colorado  Front  Range), 
Randy  Seibert,  David  Silverman,  John  Stump, 
Janeal  Thompson,  Van  A.  Truan,  Glenn  Wal- 
bek  (n.-cen.  Colorado),  Christopher  L.  Wood, 
Brenda  Wright,  John  Yaeger,  Mark  Yaeger.  © 
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Much  of  the  Great  Basin  Region 
experienced  a fifth  consecutive 
summer  of  drought.  Water  lev- 
els in  many  streams,  lakes,  and  reser- 
voirs remained  at  all-time  lows.  Despite 
a slightly  cooler-than-average  spring 
season,  June  and  July  were  very  hot, 
with  areas  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
Region  experiencing  record-high  mean 
temperatures  in  July.  Despite  the 
drought  and  heat,  or  perhaps  because  of 
it,  there  were  many  unusual  and  rare 
bird  sightings  throughout  the  Region. 
Highlights  of  the  summer  season 
include  Acorn  and  Pileated  Woodpeck- 
ers in  Nevada,  an  Elf  Owl  at  Lytle 
Ranch,  and  possibly  Utah’s  first  Curve- 
billed Thrasher  record. 

Abbreviations:  Bear  River  (Bear  River 
Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder , UT); 
Corn  Cr.  (Com  Creek,  Desert  N.W.R., 
Clark,  NV);  H.B.V.P.  (Henderson  Bird 
Viewing  Preserve,  Clark  NV);  Hurricane 
S.P.  (Hurricane/SR-9  Sewage  Ponds, 
Washington,  UT);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Pre- 
serve, Washington,  UT);  Miller’s  R.A. 
(Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV); 
Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT);  Red 
Hills  (Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St.  George, 
Washington,  UT);  S.M.M.W.P.  (Scott  M. 
Matheson  Wetlands  Preserve,  Moab, 
Grand,  UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P.,  Washing- 
ton, UT). 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

An  albino  Eared  Grebe  was  a peculiar 
sight  at  Soda  L.,  Churchill , NV  14  Jun 
(TL).  Although  American  White  Peli- 
cans breed  in  n.  Utah  and  Nevada  and 
are  regular 

migrants  through- 
out the  Region,  a 
high  count  of 
6081  on  22  Jul 
(BO)  at  Bear  River 
was  notable.  A 
single  Brown  Peli- 
can was  reported, 
without  details,  by 
a visitor  to  the 
H.B.V.P.  on  14  Jun 
(p.  a.,  fide  JB). 

American  Bitterns 
are  rare  but  regu- 
lar summer  resi- 
dents in  the 
Region,  and  this 
summer  there 
were  three  reports: 

3 at  Ouray  4 Jun 
(EC),  where  regu- 
lar, and  singles  at 
H.B.V.P.  13  Jul  OB)  and  at  Bear  River  29 
Jul  (BBe).  Least  Bitterns  are  rare  summer 
visitors  to  the  Region;  2 at  Overton 
W.M.A.,  Clark , NV  14  Jun  (JCo  et  al.) 
and  2 at  H.B.V.P.  seen  periodically 
throughout  the  summer  (JB,  CP)  likely 
represent  breeding  pairs.  A pair  of  Green 
Herons,  first  observed  17  Jun  QH)  along 
the  Jordan  River  Parkway,  Salt  Lake , UT, 
remained  throughout  the  reporting 
period.  Green  Herons  are  relatively  com- 
mon in  sw.  Utah  and  s.  Nevada  during 
the  summer  but  are  rarely  reported  from 
n.  Utah.  A very  high  count  of  14,910 
White-faced  Ibis  was  recorded  at  Bear 
River  10  Jul,  with  11,437  seen  there  22 
Jul  (BO). 

A Hooded  Merganser  was  observed  at 
the  Timpanogos  Sewage  Ponds  on  the 
late  date  of  17  Jun  (KCh,  EH).  Common 
Mergansers  are  rarely  reported  during 
the  summer  from  low  desert  areas,  so  a 
male  at  Stratton  Pond,  Washington , UT 
17-27  Jun  was  unusual  (KW  et  al.). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

There  are  very  few  records  of  Bald  Eagles 
nesting  in  the  Region  and  no  recent 
records  from  s.  Utah;  however,  2 ads. 
were  observed  periodically  this  summer 
at  Panguitch  L.,  Garfield , UT.  Single  indi- 
viduals were  observed  31  May  and  12 
Jun  (PS,  SS,  ML),  then  2 ads.  were  seen 
26  Jun  (PS).  A marked  difference  in  size 
was  observed,  suggesting  these  were  a 
male  and  female.  Another  report  of  a sin- 
gle ad.  at  Panguitch  L.  came  on  8 Jul 
(SB).  Although  there  were  no  formal 


searches  and,  to  date,  no  nest  has  been 
located,  it  is  possible  these  eagles 
attempted  nesting. 

Common  Black-Hawks  were  reported 
again  this  summer  nesting  at  Lytle  13 


Jun  (LT,  DFe);  unfortunately,  high  winds 
in  early  Jul  blew  the  long-used  nesting 
tree  down.  Hopefully,  the  hawks  will 
return  and  select  a new  nesting  location 
in  future  years.  A pair  was  observed 
downstream  along  the  Beaver  Dam 
Wash,  Washington,  UT  Jul  6 (KCo,  P & 
SS,  RF).  The  only  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
reported  this  summer  was  an  ad.  at  Corn 
Cr.  18  Jul  (RS).  Zone-tailed  Hawks  con- 
tinued their  remarkable  spring  showing 
with  three  reports  this  summer  in  sw. 
Utah.  The  first  report  was  of  a soaring 
ad.  on  1 Jun  along  1-15  near  Kanarra- 
ville,  Iron  (P  & SS),  followed  closely  by 
another  ad.  observed  along  the  Santa 
Clara  R.  near  Baker  Res.,  Washington  10 
Jun  (LT).  Another  ad.,  or  perhaps  the 
same  individual,  was  observed  soaring 
with  Turkey  Vultures  above  the  Virgin  R. 
near  St.  George,  Washington , UT  27  lun 
(KW  et  al.). 

Common  Moorhens  are  uncommon 
and  localized  permanent  residents  in  the 
s.  portion  of  the  Region,  so  reports  from 
Sun  R.,  Washington,  UT  20  Jun  (WH, 
KW)  and  H.B.V.P.  20  Jul  (JB  et  al.)  were 
somewhat  expected.  Unusual  moorhen 
reports  came  from  the  n.  locations  of 
Ouray  9 Jun  (BGr)  and  Heppler’s  Pond  e. 
of  Richfield,  Sevier,  UT  6 Jul  (J&rKB). 

Bear  River  was  the  hotspot  for  shore- 
bird  sightings  during  the  summer.  Black- 
necked Stilts  and  American  Avocets 
posted  high  counts  of  5173  and  5182, 
respectively,  on  22  Jul  (BO).  A Whimbrel 
was  reported  from  Soda  L.,  Churchill,  NV 
9 Jun  (LW,  JW).  A vagrant  Red  Knot  was 


observed  with  a flock  of  dowitchers  at 
Bear  River  28  Jul  (p.  a.,  JV,  PF),  and  a 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  observed 
there  on  1 Jul  (BO).  Many  observers 
remarked  on  the  somewhat  early  return 
of  shorebirds  this 
summer,  and  the  fol- 
lowing counts  of 
Western  Sandpipers  at 
Bear  River  are  indica- 
tive of  the  southbound 
shorebird  migration 
through  the  Region: 
2300  on  1 Jul,  22,819 
on  10  Jul,  and  9149  on 
22  Jul  (BO).  A remark- 
able count  of  897 
Bairds  Sandpipers  was 
recorded  at  Bear  River 
22  Jul  (BO),  and  a sin- 
gle Dunlin  was 
observed  there  on  30 
Jul  (CG  et  al.). 

Common  Terns 
were  observed  at  three 
Utah  locations:  Pan- 
guitch L.,  Garfield,  1 
Jun  (SS),  Ouray  8 Jun 
(DGr),  and  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  22 
Jul  QH).  The  spring  invasion  of  Least 
Terns  in  the  Region  continued  through 
early  summer,  with  an  ad.  lingering  at 
the  St.  George  Golf  Course,  Washington, 
UT  1 Jun  (tMS  et  al.)  and  2 imms. 
remaining  at  the  Provo  Airport  Dike, 
Utah,  UT  through  4 Jun  (BH,  ph.  RF). 
Least  Terns  were  also  observed  at  the 
H.B.V.P.  4-11  Jun  (GS,  JCo,  RS  et  al.), 
with  a high  count  of  4 on  9 Jun  (JB).  Six 
Black  Terns  were  observed  at  Farming- 
ton  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT  on  20  Jun  (JCa). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  observed 
lingering  at  several  recently  reported 
Utah  locations,  including  Washington 
City,  Washington  1-25  Jun  (SS,  RF), 
Jensen,  Uintah  8 Jun  (JV  et  al.),  St. 
George,  Washington  5 Jul  (RF),  and 
Cedar  City,  Iron  8 Jul  (SS).  The  only  col- 
lared-dove  reported  during  the  period 
from  a new  location  was  a single  individ- 
ual at  Enterprise,  Washington , UT  14  Jul 
(MC  et  al.).  A White-winged  Dove  pho- 
tographed at  Bountiful,  Davis,  UT  20  Jun 
(KM)  was  well  n.  of  its  normal  range. 
Inca  Dove  numbers  have  been  slowly 
increasing  in  s.  Nevada  and  sw.  Utah 
over  the  past  decade;  3 visited  a feeder  at 
Indian  Springs,  Clark,  NV  11  Jul  (BG), 
and  a pair  observed  along  Center  Street 
in  Kanab,  Kane,  UT  25  Jul  (AT,  fide  CT) 
provided  a 3rd  county  record.  The  only 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  reported  was  seen 
at  Corn  Cr.  29  Jun  (RS). 

Flammulated  Owls  are  uncommon 


OLUME  57  (2004)  • NUMBER  4 


This  Least  Tern,  furnishing  the  seventh  record  for  Utah,  was  discovered  at  St.  George  Golf  Course  by  Mike  and 

John  Schijf  28  May  (here  31  May)  to  1 June  2003,  one  of  several  reported  from  western  locations  in  late 
spring  and  early  summer.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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and  seldom-reported  summer  visitors  to 
the  Region,  so  reports  from  three  loca- 
tions are  noteworthy:  Marlette  Lake 
Trail,  Carson  City,  NV  26-28  Jun  (ph. 
JW,  MMe  et  ah),  Millcreek  Canyon,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  13  Jul  (J&KB),  and  Pine  Valley 
Mountain  Campground,  Washington,  UT 
20  Jul  (LT).  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
was  also  heard  along  the  Marlette  Lake 
Trail  7 Jul  (MMe,  GS,  TL).  An  Elf  Owl 
was  observed  at  Lytle  13  Jun  (LT,  DFe) 
and  heard  again  5 Jul  (SS  et  ah).  This 
location  produced  Utah's  first  Elf  Owl 
record  in  Jul  1999,  and  they  have  been 
irregularly  observed  at  Lytle  during  most 
subsequent  summers.  The  only  report  of 
Vaux’s  Swift  was  a flock  of  13  flying  over 
Sun  R.,  St.  George,  Washington,  UT  26 
Jul  (WH),  most  unusual. 

Unusual  woodpecker  sightings  were 
the  highlight  of  the  summer  reporting 
season  for  the  2nd  consecutive  year. 
First,  a pair  of  territorial  Acorn  Wood- 
peckers was  discovered  in  Verdi,  Washoe, 
NV  15  Jun  (RB  et  ah,  ph.  MMe).  The 
woodpeckers  remained  throughout  the 
summer  and  were  enjoyed  by  nearly 
every  n.  Nevada  birder.  Remarkably,  an 
Acorn  Woodpecker  was  observed  at 
another  Nevada  location  26  Jun  (Mar- 
lette Lake  Trail,  Carson  City,  JW).  Mean- 
while in  Utah,  a lone  Acorn  Wood- 
pecker— first  discovered  15  Oct  2002 
along  Hwy  12,  Boulder  Mts.,  Garfield — 
remained  through  the  summer  (PF,  DGr, 
LL).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker  was  also 
observed  23  Jul  at  Devils  Canyon  Camp- 
ground, San  Juan,  a more  typical  Utah 
location  (BBr).  Black-backed  Woodpeck- 
ers are  rare  and  local  in  the  Carson 
Range  of  w.  Nevada,  so  one  observed  s. 
of  L.  Tahoe,  Douglas  9 Jul  was  notable 
(JT,  DT,  RT).  A single  Gilded  Flicker  was 
reported  from  the  Wee-thump  Joshua 
Tree  Forest,  Clark,  NV  1 1 Jun  (JW,  RS, 
DGh).  This  area  produced  Nevada’s  first 
Gilded  Flicker  breeding  records  in  1999. 
A Pileated  Woodpecker  was  pho- 
tographed along  the  Chimney  Beach 
Trail,  ne.  shore  of  L.  Tahoe,  Washoe,  NV 
13  Jun  (t  pit.  MMe  et  al.).  This  fine  bird 
was  viewed  by  multiple  observers 
through  25  Jun.  Two  additional  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  were  reported  from  Hobart 
L.  Road,  Carson  City,  NV  7 Jul  (J\V). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Nevada  produced  two  reports  of  Vermil- 
ion Flycatcher,  with  a first-year  male  at 
Miller’s  R.A.  1 Jun  (RT,  DT)  and  another 
at  Parker  Ranch,  Beatty,  Nye  12  Jun 
(DT).  The  only  Utah  report  was  of  a 
female  at  Red  Hills  I Jun  (S&PS,  KCo, 
RF).  A vocal  Cassin’s  Kingbird  was  at 
Pigeon  Spring,  Esmeralda,  NV  23  Jun 


(DP).  Wayward  Eastern  Kingbirds  were 
reported  from  three  Nevada  locations: 
Miller’s  R.A.  1-9  Jun  (RT,  DT),  Corn  Cr. 
4-6  Jun  (GS,  RS),  and  Carson  River 
Delta,  Lyon  24  Jun  (DM,  LC).  Nesting 
Purple  Martins  were  reported  from  Span- 
ish Fork  Canyon,  Utah,  UT  7 Jun  (KCh, 
EH). 

Four  Black-capped  Chickadees  were 
observed  at  Mary’s  River  Ranch,  Elko, 
NV  29  Jun  (JW).  A singing  Winter  Wren 
was  reported  from  Te-ah  Campground, 
Navajo  L.,  Kane,  UT  8 Jul  (BS,  CCa). 
Another  off-season  Winter  Wren  was 
reported  from  American  Fork  Canyon, 
Utah,  UT  22  Jul  (MW).  A stray  Varied 
Thrush  was  observed  along  the  Mirror 
Lake  Highway,  between  Lily  and  Lost 
Lakes,  Summit,  UT  on  the  unusual  date 
of  12  Jun  (LS).  A Gray  Catbird  was 
found  along  the  Price  R.,  s.  of  Welling- 
ton, Carbon,  UT  1 Jun  (KCh,  EH).  A pos- 
sible juv.  Curve-billed  Thrasher  was 
photographed  at  Red  Hills  21  Jun  (ph,. 
TEL).  Unfortunately,  subsequent 
searches  failed  to  relocate  the  bird, 
which  would  be  Utah’s  first  Curve-billed 
Thrasher  record,  pending  acceptance  by 
the  Utah  Bird  Records  Committee. 
Despite  their  name.  Northern  Mocking- 
birds are  rare  in  n.  Nevada  and  Utah,  so 
3 on  the  Snowvillc  B.B.S.,  Box  Elder,  UT 

2 Jun  (BBE,  BO)  and  another  at  Denio 
Junction,  Humboldt,  NV  3 Jun  (MMi,/idc 
JG)  were  great  finds.  A Phainopepla  was 
observed  in  unusual  pinyon-juniper 
habitat  near  Baker  Res.,  Washington,  UT 

3 Jun  QS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

A singing  Virginia’s  Warbler  at  Tunnel 
Cr.,  L.  Tahoe,  Washoe,  NV  4 Jun  (WR) 
was  n.  of  typical  breeding  range.  A 
singing  male  Northern  Parula,  first 
observed  25  May,  remained  through  5 
Jun  at  the  Watchman  Residence,  Zion 
(tBS,  LB  et  al.).  Nevada  produced  2 
Northern  Parula  sightings:  a male  at 
Porter  Springs,  Pershing  2 Jun  (ph.  JW), 
and  a female  at  Miller’s  R.A.  8 Jun  (DT). 
There  were  also  2 vagrant  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  in  Nevada,  a male  at 
Porter  Springs  2 Jun  (LW,  JW)  and  a 
female  at  Corn  Cr.  13  Jun  (DT).  A well- 
documented  Yellow-throated  Warbler 
was  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Island  S.P., 
Davis,  UT  1 Jun  (TJ&KB).  A male  Amer- 
ican Redstart  returned  to  the  Jordanelle 
Wetlands,  Wasatch,  UT  25  May-4  Jun 
0Y  CCo);  in  a remarkable  show  of  site 
fidelity,  this  errant  individual  was 
banded  at  this  location  last  year  on  7 Jun 
2002.  A female  American  Redstart  was  at 
Corn  Cr.  7-8  Jun  (RS).  A possible 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  reported. 


without  details,  from  Moab,  Grand,  UT  3 
Jun  (fide  DFa).  Nearby  at  the  S.M.M.W.P., 
a female  Hooded  Warbler  was  banded  by 
Utah  Division  of  Wildlife  Resources  per- 
sonnel ( fide  DFa).  A male  Hooded  War 
bier,  first  reported  on  6 Jun,  graced  Corn 
Cr.  throughout  the  summer  (RS,  GS  et  al.). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  report  of  Rufous-crowned  Spar- 
row— rare  and  very  local  permanent  resi- 
dents in  extreme  s.  Nevada  and  sw.  Utah- 
was  of  an  individual  from  the  lower  slopes 
of  the  Virgin  Mt.  range,  Clark,  NV  13  Jun 
(JW  et  al.).  The  only  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak reported  in  the  Region  was  an  ad. 
male  near  the  Cottontail  Ranch  Brothel, 
Esmeralda,  NV  6 Jun  (ph.  TL),  a lonesome 
vagrant  apparently  in  search  of  female 
companionship.  The  only  Indigo  Buntings 
this  season  were  reported  from  Utah, 
including  a male  at  Leola  Bottoms,  Ouray 
4 Jun  (EC),  a singing  first-year  male  at 
Stout  Canyon,  Kane,  UT  22  Jun  (S  & PS), 
and  a male  at  Gunlock  S.P.  27  Jul  (LT). 

A wayward  Bobolink  was  observed  at 
Corn  Cr.  9 Jun  (RS,  DGh).  A female 
Bronzed  Cowbird,  first  observed  at  Red 
Hills  in  early  May,  lingered  through  2 Jun 
(KW,  MC).  Purple  Finches  were  reported 
from  two  Nevada  locations,  with  up  to  7 at 
Big  Spring,  Paradise  Range,  Nye  8-18  Jul 
(p.  a.,  RB)  and  a juv.  mist-netted  and 
banded  at  Logan  House  Cr.  in  the  Tahoe 
Basin,  Douglas,  22  Jul  (WR).  Finally,  a 
male  White-winged  Crossbill  was 
observed  on  the  Highland  Trail,  near  Mir- 
ror L.,  Summit,  UT  26  Jul  (DGr). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Betsy 
Beneke  (BBe),  Joel  & Kathy  Beyer,  Lonny 
Boring,  Bob  Bradley  (BBr),  Jo  Anne 
Branca,  Steve  Brazier,  Richard  Brune, 
Christi  Carmichael  (CCa),  John  Cavitt 
(JCa),  KC  Childs  (KCh),  Jack  Cochran 
(JCo),  Kristen  Cornelia  (KCo),  Ed  Conrad, 
Calleen  Cox  (CCo),  Laura  Crane,  Matt 
Curtis,  Damian  Fagan  (DFa),  Dane  Ferrell 
(DFe),  Rick  Fridell,  Pomera  France,  Joel 
Geier,  Dennis  Ghiglieri  (DGh),  Bob 
Gotschall,  Dana  Green  (DGr),  Carol 
Gwynn,  Jack  Holley,  Eric  Huish,  Bob 
Huntington,  William  Hunter,  Edson  Leite, 
Tim  Lenz,  Mark  Loewen,  Letitia  Lussier, 
Don  Mclvor,  Martin  Meyers  (MMe),  Mark 
Miller  (MMi),  Kent  Morby,  Bridget  Olson, 
Dennis  Paulson,  Carol  Perry,  Will  Richard- 
son, Rick  Saval,  John  Schijf,  Mike  Schijf, 
Greg  Scyphers,  Lee  Shirley,  Bob  Showier, 
Rose  Strickland,  Priscilla  Summers,  Steve 
Summers,  Jane  Thompson,  Alan  Titus, 
Carolyn  Titus,  Larry  Tripp,  Dennis  Trous- 
dale, Ryan  Trousdale,  Julie  VanMoorhem, 
Jack  Walters,  Merrill  Webb,  Larry 
Williams,  Kevin  Wheeler.  © 
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New  Mexico’s  drought  continued 
into  summer  2003,  including 
well  into  the  so-called  monsoon 
season,  and  its  effects  were  compounded 
by  record-high  temperatures.  Neverthe- 
less, efforts  to  better  understand  the 
state’s  avifauna  continued  on  many 
fronts,  and  numerous  important  distribu- 
tional and  breeding  records  were 
obtained. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  C.C.N.R  (Carlsbad  Caverns 
National  Park);  G.B.A.  (Gila  Bird  Area, 
riparian  habitat  on  Gila  R.  below  River- 
side); K.K.  (Katfish  Kove,  private  ponds 
and  trees  adjacent  to  Mimbres  R.,  nw. 
Luna)'  Maxwell  (Maxwell  N.W.R.  and 
vicinity);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant 
trap  near  Melrose). 

GREBES  THROUGH  GROUSE 

Low — or  no — water  in  most  lakes 
proved  detrimental  to  nesting  water- 
birds,  especially  grebes;  the  225  Eared 
Grebe  nests  at  Horse  L.  6 Jul  (DS)  pro- 
vided a welcome  exception.  Noteworthy 
for  Luna  was  a Clark’s  Grebe  at  Deming 
27  Jun  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  Undetailed  was  a 
possible  Brown  Pelican  at  Roswell  7 Jul 
(S.  Bixler).  A vocal  Least  Bittern  at 
Springer  L.  4-28  Jun  (audiotape  DC) 
suggested  local  breeding.  Several  herons 
were  in  the  news,  including  a Great 
Egret  n.  to  Stubblefield  L.  4 Jul  (ph.  DC), 
a Little  Blue  Heron  at  Bosque  l Jun  (PB), 
and  a Cattle  Egret  at  Taiban,  DeBaca  30 
Jun  (LS).  Tricolored  Herons  appeared  at 
four  locales  in  Jul,  with  singles  at  Cliff 
26  Jul  (B.  Leonard)  and  Deming  30-31 
Jul  (LM,  MS,  ph.  JZ),  2 at  Brantley  L.  12 
Jul  QO),  and  2-4  at  B.L.N.W.R.  12-31 
Jul  (GW  et  al.,  ph.  JO,  ph.  JZ).  New 
Mexico’s  first  documented  white-morph 
Reddish  Egret  was  at  Springer  L.  28  Jun 
(ph.  DC).  An  ad.  Green  Heron  with  a 
fledgling  at  K.K.  3 Jul  (MS,  JZ)  docu- 
mented breeding  in  Luna;  a juv.  Green  at 
Maxwell  15  Jul  (ph.  DC)  implied  local 
nesting  there  as  well.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  is  a rare  visitor  to  New 
Mexico,  so  unprecedented  was  a pair 
found  nesting  in  a pecan  orchard  at  Las 
Cruces  28  Jun,  with  an  ad.  on  the  nest 
until  30  Jul,  when  the  effort  apparently 
failed  (MS  et  al.,  ph.  JZ,  ph.  JO).  Two 
imm.  Roseate  Spoonbills  wandered  to 
B.L.N.W.R.  12  Jul,  where  present 
through  31  Jul  (GW  et  al.,  ph.  JO,  ph. 
JZ). 

Lingering  from  May  was  an  imm.  male 
Surf  Scoter  below  Elephant  Butte  Dam 
1-2  Jun  QO,  WW);  another  was  at  Hol- 
loman L.  22  Jun-30  Jul  (MS,  ph.  JZ), 
where  reportedly  present  since  spring. 
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Unusual  was  a pair  of  Buffleheads  in  the 
Maxwell  area  26  Jun-2  Jul  (DC). 
Although  Turkey  Vultures  are  a common 
summer  sight,  few  nests  are  discovered, 
so  noteworthy  were  two  nests  with  large 
nestlings  near  Antelope  Wells  10-12  Jul 
(ph.  C.  Painter).  Although  a record  15 
Osprey  pairs  nested  in  n.  New  Mexico, 
only  seven  were  successful,  fledging  13 
young  (DS).  A White-tailed  Kite  n.  of 
Rodeo  26  Jul  (ph.  B.  Schmoker)  pro- 
vided the  only  report.  Up  to  5 Missis- 
sippi Kites  summered  along  the  Cana- 
dian R.  near  Conchas  Dam  (WW),  and 
one  on  the  Pecos  R.  at  Puerto  de  Luna  14 
Jun  (WH)  provided  a local  first;  note- 
worthy was  a nest  at  Carlsbad  27  Jun 
(SW).  The  three  Bald  Eagle  nests  in  Col- 
fax each  fledged  one  young  (DS);  late 
word  arrived  of  a pair  at  a Sierra  nest 
17-18  May  (K.  Stinnett),  but  no  evi- 
dence of  eggs  or  young  was  found.  Often 
overlooked  as  a breeder,  a Northern  Har- 
rier pair  fledged  2 at  B.L.N.W.R.  17  Jun 
(GW).  A Sharp-shinned  Hawk  nest  12 
Jun  GT)  provided  a rare  Zuni  Mts.  breed- 
ing record.  A healthy  population  of 
Cooper’s  Hawks  was  documented  in  the 
Corrales  bosque,  where  13  nests  in  a 11- 
km  stretch  fledged  at  least  26  young  (G. 
Garber).  The  Common  Black-Hawk  nest 
at  Clabber  Hill,  a first  for  the  Canadian 
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R.,  failed  in  Jun  (WW),  but  the  nest  on 
the  Rio  Grande  al  Isleta  was  successful 
byjul  (BHS);  in  the  Rio  Hondo  area,  Lin- 
coln, six  (of  an  estimated  10)  Black- 
Hawk  territories  were  monitored,  and 
three  were  successful  (R.  Troy,  DS).  Of 
six  Swainson’s  Hawk  nests  investigated 
near  Lingo,  Roosevelt  in  Jul,  three  con- 
tained only  dead  nestlings  (TM);  West 
Nile  virus  was  suspected.  A female  Blue 
Grouse  with  2 young  was  near  Elk  Mt. 
21  Jul  (WW). 

RAILS  THROUGH  DOVES 

The  Black  Rail  discovered  below  Con- 
chas Dam  in  May  was  last  heard  4 Jun 
( fide  WW);  unfortunately,  no  photos  or 
audiotapes  were  obtained.  Two  Black-bel- 
lied Plovers  had  returned  to  Springer  L. 
by  20  Jul  (BP).  Snowy  Plover  numbers 
peaked  with  420  birds  at  B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jul 
(GW);  peripheral  Snowies  were  one  at 
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Springer  L.  7 Jun  (ph.  DC)  and  3 at 
Brantley  L.  12  Jul  (JO).  Earliest  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  were  3 at  Stubblefield 
L.  25  Jul  (DC)  and  one  at  Holloman  L.  30 
Jul  (MS,  JZ).  Notable  Black-necked  Stilt 
breeding  records  included  a pair  nesting 
near  Portales  25  Jun  (LS),  ads.  and  2 
chicks  at  Denting  20  Jul  (MS,  JZ),  and 
ads.  on  eggs  plus  one  chick  seen  at 
Lordsburg  16  Jun  (AC,  NM-C).  Late  was 
a Willet  at  B.L.N.W.R.  10  Jun  (WH); 

I unusual  were  13  at  Stubblefield  L.  26  Jun 
(ph.  DC).  Earliest  migrant  Upland  Sand- 
pipers were  at  B.L.N.W.R.  23  & 30  Jul 
(GW).  Unexpected  was  a Whintbrel  at 
Bosque  18  Jul  (BP).  Notably  far  s.  were 
32  Long-billed  Curlews  at  a prairie  dog 
town  near  Lovington  12  Jun  (LS);  far  w. 
were  2 near  the  town  of  Fence  Lake  14 
Jun  (DK).  Several  Marbled  Godwits  sud- 
denly appeared  in  late  Jun,  including  one 
at  Stubblefield  L.  26  Jun  (ph.  DC),  3 n.  of 
Roy  25  Jun  (HRS),  and  22  at  B.L.N.W.R. 
25  Jun  (GW).  Well  described  was  a 
bright  Red  Knot  at  Bosque  22  Jul  (LA). 

Five  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
late  at  Springer  L.  7 Jun  (ph.  DC),  where 
present  with  3 White-rumped  Sandpipers 
(ph.  DC);  other  White-rumpeds  were 
one  at  Bosque  Redondo  6 Jun  (JO)  and  8 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  10  Jun  (WH).  Four  vocal 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  at  Springer 
L.  21  Jul  (BP);  late  were  2 Long-billeds  at 
Stubblefield  L.  2 Jun  (ph.  DC).  Sugges- 
tive of  local  breeding  were  up  to  3 vocal 
Wilson’s  Snipe  each  at  Los  Ojos  25  Jun 
(WW),  along  Ponil  Cr.  near  Cimarron  24 
Jun  (audiotape  DC),  and  at  Mora  15-16 
Jul  (DS,  NC). 

Up  to  70  California  Gulls  were  at  Eagle 
Nest  L.  in  Jun  and  Jul  (ph.  DC),  but  evi- 
dence of  nesting  remained  elusive.  An 
impressive  1 1 Least  Tern  pairs  nested  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  (J.  Montgomery,  GW),  while 
in  Eddy , 3 Leasts  were  at  Brantley  L.  5 
Jun  (SW)  & 12  Jul  (JO),  and  up  to  10 
were  at  nearby  L.  Avalon  12  Jul  (JO), 
where  reportedly  present  all  summer 
( fide  SW).  Wandering  Leasts  were  singles 
at  Bosque  1 Jun  (PB,  M.  Watson),  Mad- 
dox L.  near  Hobbs  3 Jun  (LS),  Sumner  L. 
6 Jun  (JO),  and  Burn  L.,  Las  Cruces  6 Jul 
(MS,  JZ).  Unusual  mid-summer  Black 
Terns  included  singles  at  Holloman  L.  22 
Jun  (MS,  JZ)  and  Radium  Springs  5 Jul 
(MS). 

Perhaps  seeking  water,  25  Band-tailed 
Pigeons  descended  to  Quarai  22  Jun 
(HRS);  others  in  submontaine  areas 
included  one  in  the  G.B.A.  24  Jun  (SOW) 
and  12  there  16  Jul  (KB).  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  completed  their  colonization 
of  the  state,  with  multiple  reports  from 
the  w.  areas,  including  continuing  pres- 
ence at  Deming  and  Silver  City,  plus  sin- 


gles at  Reserve  13  Jun  (JO),  Zuni  (JT), 
Datil  (JO),  and  Luna  (JO)  14  Jun,  and 
Animas  4 Jul  (SOW,  PM),  and  5 at  Hurley 

22  Jul  (EL).  Noteworthy  for  Guadalupe 
Canyon  were  3 Inca  Doves  28  Jun  (JEP, 
JO).  Persisting  from  May,  a Common 
Ground-Dove  was  at  a Rodeo  farm  28  Jun 
(JEP,  JO)  & 18  Jul  (WW). 

PARROTS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

The  celebrated  Thick-billed  Parrot  at 
Engle,  present  since  8 May,  was  last  seen 

23  Jun;  during  its  stay,  507  birders  from 
34  states  and  five  foreign  countries 
signed  the  ranch  register  (T.  Waddell). 
Up  to  3 Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  at  Black- 
rock  Dam  10-14Jun(JT)  were  the  first  to 
summer  at  Zuni  in  nearly  20  years,  and  2 
carrying  food  at  K.K.  3 Jul  (MS,  JZ)  sug- 
gested local  breeding  there;  other  note- 
worthy cuckoos  were  4 on  the  Canadian 
R.  near  Conchas  Dam  6 Jun  (WW),  sin- 
gles at  Sumner  Dam  10  Jun  (WH)  and  on 
the  Pecos  R.  at  Bosque  Draw,  Chaves  18 
Jun  (MR,  RL),  and  several  at  C.C.N.P., 
including  2 at  Rattlesnake  Springs  6 & 9 
Jun  (BP)  and  singles  in  Slaughter  Canyon 
10  Jun  (SW)  and  Open  Hollow  Gulch  13 
& 26  Jun  (SW). 

A Barn  Owl  nest  with  young  on  Cer- 
rososo  Cr.  16  Jun-21  Jul  (ph.  DC)  was 
the  2nd  found  in  Colfax  this  year.  An 
apparent  first  for  C.C.N.P.  was  an  Elf  Owl 
in  Slaughter  Canyon  10  Jun  (SW); 
another  was  reported  in  Rattlesnake 
Canyon  in  Jul  (fide  SW).  Whip-poor- 
wills  pushed  n.  to  the  Zuni  Mts.,  with  2 
singing  in  Little  Water  Canyon  6-13  Jun 
(JT)  and  a nest  with  eggs  in  Hausner 
Canyon  8 Jun  (JT).  Unusual  was  a 
Chaetura  swift  at  Radium  Springs  27  Jul 
(MS,  JZ).  Two  Violet-crowned  Humming- 
birds were  singing  in  Guadalupe  Canyon 
12-13  Jun  (SOW),  where  at  least  6 were 
seen  18  Jul  (WW).  Single  Blue-throateds 
were  in  the  Animas  Mts.  2 Jul  (AC,  RW) 
and  Open  Hollow  Gulch,  C.C.N.P.  13  Jun 
(SW).  Four  Magnificents  were  banded  at 
L.  Roberts  8Jun-29  Jul  (JD-M),  and  sin- 
gles were  at  nearby  Greyfeathers  Lodge 
25-26  Jul  QO)  and  at  Gila  18  Jul  (KB). 
Only  4 Lucifer  Hummingbirds  summered 
in  P.O.  Canyon  (CL);  noteworthy  was 
one  s.  to  Cottonwood  Canyon  18  Jul 
(WW).  On  schedule  for  a fall  migrant 
was  an  Anna’s  in  P.O.  Canyon  18-21  Jul 
(CL).  Unexpected  were  2 Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbirds banded  at  L.  Roberts  18  Jun 
QD-M).  Also  unexpected  was  a male 
Rufous  Hummingbird  in  the  Magdalena 
Mts.  14  & 21  Jun  (AR);  next  earliest  was 
one  banded  at  Greyfeathers  Lodge  28  Jun 
QD-M).  A fledgling  Belted  Kingfisher  at 
Bosque  Redondo  10  Jun  (ph.  WH)  con- 
firmed nesting  in  DcBaca. 


A Red-headed  Woodpecker  pair  was 
feeding  young  at  Bosque  Draw,  Chaves  18 
Jun  (MR,  RL);  others  suggestive  of  local 
breeding  were  3 at  Boone’s  Draw  and  2 at 
N.R.T.  2 Jun  (SOW).  An  Acorn  Wood- 
pecker at  Cundiyo,  ne.  Santa  Fe  7 Jul 
(MR)  provided  a local  first.  Far  e.  was  a 
Red-naped  Sapsucker  at  Taiban  13  Jun 
(LS).  An  ad.  Downy  Woodpecker  with  2 
fledglings  at  Apache  Point  19  Jul  (MS, 
JZ)  furnished  a rare  Sacramento  Mts. 
breeding  record.  A singing  Olive-sided 
Flycatcher  in  Diener  Canyon,  Zuni  Mts. 
14  Jun  (HRS)  may  have  been  breeding.  A 
Greater  Pewee  was  n.  to  Negrito  Cr., 
Catron  14Jun  (JO) ; one  in  the  Burro  Mts. 
27  Jul  (SC,  DD)  provided  a local  first.  At 
least  four  Willow  Flycatcher  territories 
were  along  Ponil  Cr.,  Colfax  14  Jun-29 
Jul  (DC);  one  at  Mora  27  Jun-16  Jul 
(NC)  provided  a new  summering  locale. 
Gray  Flycatchers  where  not  previously 
reported  included  singles  in  the  Bear 
Mts.,  Socorro  3 Jun  (HRS),  Maverick  Mt., 
s.  Grant  12  Jun  (LM),  and  Open  Hollow 
Gulch,  C.C.N.P.  13  Jun  (SW).  Two  Dusky 
Flycatchers  were  s.  of  Cloudcroft  27  Jun 
(WH),  where  annual  in  recent  years. 
Black  Phoebes  again  nested  n.  to  Colfax , 
with  a nest  containing  young  near 
Cimarron  14  Jul  (ph.  DC).  Shockingly  far 
w.  was  a nesting  pair  of  Eastern  Phoebes 
at  Zuni’s  Upper  Nutria  11  Jun  QT).  Ver- 
milion Flycatchers  nested  successfully  at 
Conchas  Dam,  where  ads.  fed  begging 
young  6 Jun  (WW);  at  Cliff,  a Vermilion 
fed  a fledgling  cowbird  20  Jun  (KB).  A 
vocal  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at  Fort 
Sumner  27  Jul  (LA)  provided  the  only 
report.  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were 
unusually  conspicuous  in  the  sw.,  espe- 
cially in  the  G.B.A.  26-27  Jul  QO)  and 
Guadalupe  Canyon,  where  there  were 
four  pairs  12-13  Jun  (SOW);  peripheral 
were  singles  at  Las  Animas  Cr.,  Sierra  30 
Jul  (MS,  JZ),  Cooke’s  Canyon,  Luna  4 & 
7 Jun  (WW,  MS,  JZ),  and  P.O.  Canyon  4 
Jun  (CL),  plus  3 at  K.K.  3 Jul  (MS,JZ).  A 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  strayed  to 
Guadalupe  Canyon  12  & 17  Jun  (SOW, 
MS).  In  recent  years.  Thick-billed  King- 
birds have  declined  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon,  where  only  one  pair  was  nesting 
11-13  Jun  (SOW).  West  of  expected  was 
a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Las  Vegas 
N.W.R.  26  Jun  & 10  Jul  (fide  K.  Kuyuk). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Surveys  for  Gray  Vireos  were  successful 
in  the  Quebradas  area,  e.  Socorro,  where 
17  were  detected  21-23  Jul  (NC  et  al.) 
and  at  C.C.N.P.  and  adjacent  areas,  where 
88  were  at  nine  sites  2 Jun-17  Jul  (SW). 
Peripheral  Bell’s  Vireos  were  singles  at 
Bosque  19  Jul  QO),  K.K.  3 & 30  Jul  (MS, 
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JZ),  and  Rodeo  28  Jun  (JEP)  & 3 Jul 
(SOW,  PM).  Single  Hutton’s  Vireos  were 
n.  to  the  Magdalena  Mts.  10  Jun  (HRS) 
and  19  Jul  (BP).  A late  Red-eyed  Vireo 
was  at  Boone’s  Draw  2 Jun  (SOW).  With 
large  expanses  of  pinyon  dying  from  bark 
beetles  (aided  by  drought),  Pinyon  Jay 
populations  may  soon  begin  to  suffer;  far 
from  suitable  habitat  were  3-5  in  desert 
sw.  of  Roswell  1 Jun  (SOW)  and  12  Jul 
(JO).  Additional  evidence  of  Chihuahuan 
Ravens  breeding  in  Colfax  was  provided 
by  four  nests  s.  of  Abbott  12  Jun-5  Jul 
(DC);  in  Roosevelt,  West  Nile  virus  was 
implicated  in  the  loss  of  eight  nests  in  Jul 
(TM). 

Nesting  Purple  Martins  were  conspicu- 
ous in  the  Zuni,  Mogollon,  Pinos  Altos, 
and  Sacramento  Mts.  (m.  ob.);  in  the 
Sangre  de  Cristo  Mts.,  where  only 
recently  established,  a pair  was  nesting  w. 
of  Raton  1 Jul  (DC),  a pair  was  n.  of 
Cowles  8 Jun  (WW),  and  young  were 
being  fed  in  a cavity  e.  of  Terrero  21  Jul 
(WW).  An  active  Tree  Swallow  nest  was 
at  Los  Ojos  25  Jun  (WW);  at  Eagle  Nest, 
two  pairs  were  nesting  in  nest  boxes  5 
Jun  & 3 Jul  (ph.  DC).  Up  to  4 Cave  Swal- 
lows were  n.  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  to 
Radium  Springs  5-26  Jul  (MS,  JZ).  At 
least  one  Carolina  Wren  persisted  in  the 
G.B.A.,  where  seen  and  heard  23  & 27  Jul 
(DK,  JO).  A Marsh  Wren  was  at  Springer 
L.  10  Jul  (ph.  DC);  there  are  no  nesting 
records  for  Colfax.  A Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  nest  was  in  Little  Water  Canyon, 
Zuni  Mts.  13  Jun  (JT);  15  Golden- 
crowneds  were  in  the  Magdalena  Mts.  21 
Jun  (AR),  where  breeding  was  suspected. 
A Black-tailed  Gnatcatcher  was  in  the 
lower  Hachita  Valley  27  Jun  (JEP,  JO), 
where  seldom  reported.  The  state’s 
known  Veery  population  consisted  of  one 
bird  heard  e.  of  Vadito  21  Jun  (JEP,  JO) 
and  3 Jul  (WW).  A Wood  Thrush  in  Fri- 
joles  Canyon,  Sandoval  19  Jul  (M.  Ris- 
tow)  furnished  the  state’s  first  Jul  record. 
Unusual  for  date  and  location  was  a Gray 
Catbird  at  K.K.  3 Jul  (MS,  JZ).  Several 
observers  noted  that  Northern  Mocking- 
birds moved  up  into  montane  areas  in 
Jun,  presumably  to  avoid  hot  and  dry 
conditions  below.  Single  Bendire’s 
Thrashers  were  at  Deming  7 Jun  (LM) 
and  27  Jul  (DK),  at  the  se.  fringe  of  the 
range.  A Phainopepla  nest  with  young  at 
Blackrock  Dam  11  Jun  (JT)  provided  the 
2nd  Zuni  breeding  record.  Olive  War- 
blers were  discovered  breeding  in  the 
Burro  Mts.,  where  an  ad.  and  2 juvs.  were 
found  27  Jul  (SC,  DD);  elsewhere,  one  to 
2 Olives  were  n.  to  the  Magdalena  Mts.  7 
Jun  (JB,  BF)  and  27  Jul  (BP).  A Yellow 
Warbler  tending  fledglings  at  K.K.  3 Jul 
(MS,  JZ)  provided  a rare  Luna  breeding 


record.  Unseasonal  was  a Townsend’s 
Warbler  in  Clanton  Canyon  16  Jun  (MS, 
JZ,  JNP).  Two  Hermit  Warblers  in  the 
Burro  Mts.  27  Jul  (SC,  DD)  were  the  ear- 
liest yet  for  New  Mexico.  Other  notewor- 
thy warblers  were  a male  Bay-breasted 
Warbler  at  N.R.T.  4 Jun  (C.  Black),  a 
singing  Ovenbird  at  Cliff  2 Jun  (KB),  a 
late  Northern  Waterthrush  at  N.R.T.  10 
Jun  (WH),  and  single  singing  male  Hood- 
eds  at  Isleta  23  Jun  (BHS)  and  Pleasanton 
22  Jun  (R  Tallman).  Intriguing  was  a 
singing  Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Big  Water 
Canyon,  Zuni  Mts.  13  Jun  (JT).  Once 
again.  Red-faced  Warblers  were  n.  to  the 
Zuni  Mts.,  with  up  to  3 in  Hausner 
Canyon  7-8  Jun  (JT).  A Painted  Redstart 
pair  feeding  a fledgling  in  Sawmill 
Canyon  10  Jun  (HRS)  provided  the  first 
certain  breeding  for  the  Magdalena  Mts. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Unusual  in  lowland  riparian  woodland,  a 
Hepatic  Tanager  successfully  nested  in 
the  G.B.A.  in  Jul  (DK);  Hepatics  in  new 
locales  were  singles  in  the  Bear  Mts., 
Socorro  3 Jun  (HRS)  and  Cooke’s 
Canyon,  Luna  4 Jun  (WW).  A Summer 
Tanager  was  n.  to  Puerto  de  Luna  14  Jun 
(WH);  in  Skeleton  Canyon,  Summers 
and  Hepatics  were  coexisting  29  Jun 
(JEP).  Noteworthy  were  4 Green-tailed 
Towhees  in  the  Gallinas  Mts.  near 
Corona  17  Jun  (HRS)  and  one  on  Maver- 
ick Mt.,  s.  Grant  11  Jun  (LM).  At  least 
five  Abert’s  Towhee  pairs  were  in  the 
Cliff-Gila  Valley,  including  a pair  nest- 
building 17  Jun  and  another  incubating 
7 Jul  (KB).  Botteri’s  Sparrows  returned  to 
a dry  and  overgrazed  Animas  Valley, 
where  36  territories  were  mapped  30 
Jun-4  Jul  (SOW,  PM);  peripheral  Bot- 
teri’s were  singles  at  Deer  Cr.  10-11  Jun 
(SOW),  Clanton  Cienega  27  Jun  (JEP, 
JO),  Rodeo  28  Jun  (JEP,  JO)  & 18  Jul 
(WW),  and  n.  of  Rodeo  3 Jul  (SOW, 
PM).  Breeding  by  Brewer’s  Sparrows  was 
well  documented  in  Colfax,  including  a 
nest  with  nestlings  9 Jul  (ph.  DC). 
Unusual  was  a singing  Vesper  Sparrow 
near  Melrose  1 Jul  (LS).  Suggestive  of 
local  breeding  were  small  numbers  of 
Savannah  Sparrows  at  Enbom  L.  (DS), 
Los  Ojos  (WW),  and  Mora  (DS)  and  four 
Colfax  sites  (DC)  Jun  through  Jul. 
Ammolegus  Grasshopper  Sparrows  con- 
tinued at  near-record  lows,  with  36  on 
an  Animas  Valley  transect  10  Jun  and  3 
on  a Playas  Valley  transect  11  Jun 
(SOW).  Far  from  proper  breeding  habi- 
tat were  single  dark-lored  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  at  Maxwell  13-15  Jun 
(DC)  and  Radium  Springs  6-7  Jul  (MS, 
ph.  JZ).  A significant  discovery  was  a 
pair  of  Yellow-eyed  Juncos  with  2 fledg- 
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lings,  plus  another  ad.,  in  the  Burro  Mts. 
27  Jul  (SC,  DD),  far  from  the  state’s  only 
known  breeding  population  in  the  Ani- 
mas Mts. 

Northerly  Northern  Cardinals  were 
one  at  Conchas  Dam  6 Jun  (WW)  and  2 
singing  males  at  Puerto  de  Luna  14  Jun 
(WH).  A male  Pyrrhuloxia  was  n.  to 
B.L.N.W.R.  11  Jun  (WH),  where  not 
known  to  breed.  Varied  Buntings  made  a 
fine  showing,  with  five  territories  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  12-13  Jun  (SOW),  a 
pair  at  Dripping  Springs  24Jul  (GE),  and 
12  birds  at  four  C.C.N.P.  sites,  including 
7 in  Rattlesnake  Canyon  30  Jun  (SW). 
Single  Painted  Buntings  were  n.  to  the 
Conchas  Dam  area  6 Jun  & 8 Jul  (WW) 
and  w.  to  the  lower  Mimbres  R.  27  Jul  (R. 
Erickson).  Seven  singing  Dickcissels 
were  in  Perico  Canyon,  Union  26  Jun 
(HRS);  9 Dickcissels  were  sw.  of  Fort 
Sumner  27  Jul  (LA).  Bronzed  Cowbirds 
continued  to  thrive,  with  reports  from 
Hidalgo,  Luna,  Sierra,  Dona  Ana,  and 
Eddy  (m.  ob.);  one  was  n.  to  B.L.N.W.R. 
1-2  Jun  (GW),  while  the  high  count  was 
10  near  Antelope  Wells  27  Jun  (JEP).  A 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  fledgling  in 
Clanton  Canyon  27  Jun  (JO)  was  fed  by 
a Bushtit  and  by  a Plumbeous  Vireo. 
Noteworthy  was  a Hooded  Oriole  pair 
nest-building  in  Cooke’s  Canyon,  Luna  7 
Jun  (MS,  ph.  JZ);  a Hooded  nest  in  P.O. 
Canyon  produced  a young  Bronzed 
Cowbird  29  Jul  (CL).  A Pine  Grosbeak 
was  s.  to  Elk  Mt.  21  Jul  (WAV).  Unusual 
was  a Cassin’s  Finch  at  a Silver  City 
feeder  during  Jun  and  Jul  (D.  & M.  Zim- 
merman). Among  the  few  Red  Crossbill 
reports  were  6 near  Angel  Fire  19  Jul, 
where  there  was  a nest  26  Jul  (ph.  DC); 
audiotape  showed  them  to  be  “Type  2,” 
or  “Ponderosa”  crossbills  (C.  Benkman). 
Up  to  10  American  Goldfinches  were  in 
residence  along  Pond  Cr.  e.  of  Cimarron 
after  mid-Jun,  and  nesting  was  suspected 
there  by  late  Jul  (DC). 

Initialed  observers:  Leif  Anderson,  Pat 
Basham,  James  Black,  Kathy  Brodhead, 
Steven  Cardiff,  David  Cleary,  Nancy  Cox, 
Alan  Craig,  Joan  Day-Martin,  Donna 
Dittmann,  Gordon  Ewing,  Bernard  Foy, 
William  Howe,  David  Krueper,  Robert 
Larsen,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carroll  Littlefield, 
Larry  Malone,  Tish  McDaniel,  Patricia 
Mehlhop,  Narca  Moore-Craig,  Jerry  Old- 
enettel,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N. 
Paton,  Brandon  Percival,  Michael  Roedel, 
Andrew  Rominger,  Lawry  Sager,  Hart  R. 
Schwarz,  B.  Hamilton  Smith,  Marcy 
Scott,  Dale  Stahlecker,  John  Trochet, 
Gordon  Warrick,  Richard  Webster,  Steve 
West,  William  West,  S.  O.  Williams, 
James  Zabriskie.  © 
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The  summer  was  hot  and  dry 
statewide,  with  Phoenix  weather- 
ing its  hottest  July  ever.  The  Santa 
Catalina  Mts.  sky  island  suffered  another 
disastrous  forest  fire,  with  over  80,000 
acres  burned  before  the  late-arriving 
monsoon  rains  extinguished  it. 

Abbreviations:  Avra  Valley  S.T.P. 

(A.V.S.T.P.),  Cow  Springs  L.  (C.S.L.), 
Gila  Farms  Pond  (G.F.P),  ftassayampa 
River  Preserve  (H.R.P.),  Navajo  Indian 
Reservation  (N.I.R.),  Pinal  Air  Park 
pecan  grove  (P.A.P.),  San  Pedro  River 
(S.P.R.),  Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson 
(S.W.T.). 

GREBES  THROUGH  CARACARA 

At  Tucson’s  S.W.T.  the  Least  Grebe  reap- 
peared 9-19  Jul  (D.  Jeness,  m.  ob.);  the 
individual  at  Sam  Lena  Park  was  present 
throughout  the  period  (m.  ob.).  A few 
Eared  Grebes  lingered  into  Jun  at  Will- 
cox  and  G.FP,  but  there  was  no  sign  of 
nesting  (DSj,  PD).  At  Tsaile  L.,  22  Eared 


Grebes  were  present  29  Jun,  with  3 on 
nests  (CL).  Western  and  Clark’s  Grebes 
were  noted  ferrying  chicks  around  Roo- 
sevelt L.  in  late  Jun,  a long-expected 
nesting  confirmation  for  Clark’s  there 
(JE).  At  Tsaile  L.,  38  Westerns  were 
noted  on  nests  29  Jun  (CL),  adding 
another  N.l.R.  nesting  location  for  the 
species.  A few  Westerns  showed  up 
where  casual  in  summer,  with  singles  at 
Willow  L.  1 Jun+  (CST),  Marana  7-19 
Jun  (MMS),  G.EP.  13  Jun  (PD),  near  the 
Gila-Agua  Fria  R.  confluence  28  Jun 
(BG),  and  Patagonia  L.  15  Jul  (N.  Ball). 
Wandering  Brown  Pelicans  were  few: 
one  continued  at  Tempe  Town  L. 
through  6 Jun  (RJ),  one  was  in  Chandler 
29  Jun  (DC),  and  a juv.  arrived  in  Tempe 
12Jul  (TC).  In  Maricopa , Neotropic  Cor- 
morants continued  in  numbers  along  the 
Gila  R.  at  9fst  Ave.,  with  23  present  15 
Jun  (TC).  Others  were  noted  in  Chan- 
dler and  Gilbert  in  early  Jul  (PD,  PM). 
An  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  at  Chandler  29 
Jun+  was  casual  (DC).  Following  several 
spring  reports,  White  Ibis  were  seen 
again,  with  one  near  the  Gila-Agua  Fria 
R.  confluence  22  Jun  (BG)  and  2 flying 
by  Gilbert  29  Jun  (PM,  CD). 

Gadwall  summered  at  Nogales,  where 
they  have  nested  since  1999;  12  were 
seen  28  Jun  (SB).  Among  a host  of  casual 
summering  ducks  in  the  s.,  a few  stood 
out:  a female  Greater  Scaup  at  Willcox  3 
Jun+  was  likely  a first  summer  record  for 
s.  Arizona,  and  an  imm.  Bufflehead  there 
3 Jun+  was  accidental  (both  ph.  DSj).  A 
few  Common  Goldeneyes  again  sum- 
mered below  Glen  Canyon  Dam  (JSp). 

Unexpected  in  summer,  single 
Ospreys  visited  Nogales  5 Jun  (PD), 
G.F.P.  26  Jun  (PD),  and  Tsaile  L.  30  Jun 
(CL).  One  at  Sierra  Vista  12  Jul  was  an 
early  migrant  (HB).  The  only  White- 
tailed Kite  reported  was  at  Coronado 
N.M.  20  Jul  (K.  Allaire).  The  wandering 
spring  Mississippi  Kite  was  last 
reported  at  Tubac  7 Jun  (JH).  The 
species  nested  again  along  the  S.P.R.  at 
St.  David  (ph.  H.  Lauchstedt).  A Bald 
Eagle  at  Tsaile  L.  3 Jun  was  the  first 
summer  N.l.R.  record  (CL).  A Northern 
Goshawk  in  nw.  Prescott  20  Jun— 13  Jul 
was  unusual  in  a residential  setting  (V. 
Miller,  fide  CST).  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  continue  to  be  reported  sporad- 
ically at  H.R.P.,  with  2 on  10  Jun  (M. 
Rigney,  fide  TC).  The  presence  of  ad. 
and  juv.  Short-tailed  Hawks  in  the  Bar- 
foot  Park  area  of  the  Chiri-  cahua  Mts. 
again  this  summer  points  to  nesting  in 
the  area.  A recently  fledged  juv.  and  an 
ad.  were  seen  19  Jul+  (JLD  et  al.),  2 ads. 
and  a begging  juv.  on  25  Jul  (RT  et  al.), 
and  2 juvs.  and  an  ad.  on  5 Aug  (vt. 
RWe).  All  were  of  the  light  morph.  A 
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Crested  Caracara  wandered  to  Green 
Valley  7 Jun  (B.  Massey). 

RAILS  THROUGH  DOVES 

There  are  few  nesting  records  of  Virginia 
Rail  on  the  N.I.R.;  3 were  singing  at  Pas- 
ture Canyon  13  Jun  (CL).  The  lone  Luna 
L.  Sandhill  Crane  summered  again.  An 
American  Golden-Plover  at  Willcox  1-3 
Jul  (ph.  DSj,  MMS)  was  very  unseasonal; 
they  are  accidental  spring  migrants  in 
the  se.  part  of  the  state,  with  no  prior  Jun 
or  Jul  records.  A Snowy  Plover  at  a new 
power  plant  pond  in  Gila  Bend  15-20  Jul 
was  near  where  the  species  has  occasion- 
ally nested  (HD).  Early  southbound 
shorebirds  included  2 Greater  Yellowlegs 
at  A.V.S.T.P.  (JH)  and  one  at  Willcox 
(MPo),  both  28  Jun,  a Lesser  Yellowlegs 
at  Willcox  1 Jul  and  4 at  A.V.S.T.P.  10  Jul 
(MMS),  18  Long-billed  Curlews  at  Will- 
cox 1 Jun+  (C.  Cathers),  4 Marbled  God- 
wits  there  20  Jun  (L.  Liese),  a very  early 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  there  24  Jul  (RT), 
and  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  at  Gilbert 
30  Jun  (PM,  CD).  An  ad.  Ruddy  Turn- 
stone at  Willcox  2 Jul  (RT)  provided  one 
of  very  few  summer  records  statewide. 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  identi- 
fied at  Willcox  18  (MMS),  21  (ph.  DSj, 
MMS),  & 29  Jul  (ad.  and  juv.;  SF,  RWe). 

Casual  in  Arizona  after  mid-Jun, 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  an  ad.  at  Roosevelt 
L.  25-28  Jul  (JE)  and  a first-summer  bird 
at  Willcox  25  Jun+  (MMS,  m.  ob.).  Five 
Caspian  Terns  at  Roosevelt  L.  25  Jun  (JE) 
and  one  at  Gilbert  6 Jul  (PD)  were  rare. 
A late  Forsters  Tern  was  at  Willcox  6 Jun 
0-  Bock  et  al.).  A Least  Tern  in  w. 
Phoenix  3 Jun  was  late  (B.  Burger,  fide  T 
Hildebrandt)  and  adds  to  the  high  total 
from  spring.  A Black  Tern  at  Gilbert  5 Jul 
was  quite  unseasonal  (PM  et  al.). 

Common  Ground-Dove  is  casual  in 
the  n.;  one  in  an  Overgaard  yard  12  Jul 
(K.  Penland)  was  unexpected.  Lingering 
Ruddy  Ground-Doves,  accidental  in 
summer,  were  2-4  at  Red  Rock  22  Jun+ 
(tP.  Backstrom,  R.  Fridell,  m.  ob.)  and 
one  near  the  Gila-Agua  Fria  R.  conflu- 
ence 28  Jun  (BG).  No  nesting  was  noted. 

OWLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Northern  Pygmy-Owls  near  Sonsella 
Buttes  4 & 25  Jun  and  in  upper  Canyon 
del  Muerto  29  Jun  (CF)  were  at  new  loca- 
tions for  the  N.l.R.  A Lesser  Nighthawk 
in  Pasture  Canyon  21  Jul  (CL)  was  away 
from  known  breeding  areas.  A Common 
Nighthawk  below  Sabino  Canyon  28  Jun 
may  have  been  displaced  by  fire.  Buff-col- 
lared Nightjars  continued  near  California 
Gulch  through  the  period,  with  an  addi- 
tional bird  heard  near  the  dam  8 Jun  (R. 
Lindley). 


Banding  studies  suggested  another 
poor  nesting  season  for  hummingbirds 
in  se.  canyons  (GW).  Among  rarities, 
1-2  White-eared  Hummingbirds  were 
present  in  Miller  Canyon  throughout  the 
season  (TB,  m.  ob.).  A female  White- 
eared  was  in  Cave  Creek  Canyon, 
Cochise  19  Jul  (L.  & tP.  Hockey).  The 
Berylline  Hummingbird  conundrum 
continued,  with  a number  of  hybrids 
confusing  some  observers  and  none  of 
the  reportedly  “pure”  birds  being  pho- 
tographed. Apparently  pure  birds  were 
reported  from  upper  Ramsey  Canyon  18 
& 28  Jun  0-  Hirth,  S.  Holzman)  and  Ash 
Canyon  27  Jul-7  Aug  (MK,  MJB).  Appar- 
ent hybrids  were  reported  from  Miller 
Canyon  (m.  ob.)  and  Ash  Canyon  (MJB) 
throughout  the  season  and  Ramsey 
Canyon  6 Jul+  (HB,  M.  Pretti).  Far  more 
certain  was  a Plain-capped  Starthroat  in 
Ash  Canyon  19  Jun+  (R.  Romea,  C. 
Sprecher,  MJB,  ph.  KR,  J.  Woodley  et  al.). 
A leg  band  essentially  proved  it  was  a 
returnee  from  last  year  (B.  Pollock,  ph. 
DSj).  Several  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  fre- 
quented feeding  stations  in  the  Huachuca 
Mts.  through  the  period  (MJB,  TB),  and 
an  imm.  male  was  in  the  Mule  Mts. 
22-24  Jul  (SW  et  al.).  The  first  south- 
bound Rufous  Hummingbird  appeared 
19  Jun  in  Miller  Canyon  (fide  TB),  with 
another  in  Ramsey  Canyon  23  Jun  (R. 
Romea).  Reports  of  Allen’s  Humming- 
birds were  few,  with  single  males  in 
Madera  Canyon  14  Jul  (GW),  Miller 
Canyon  24  Jul  (SW),  and  French  Joe 
Canyon  29  Jul  (RWe).  A report  of  a Green 
Kingfisher  near  the  Gila/San  Francisco  R. 
confluence  5 Jul  (C.  Blasch),  well  ne.  of 
the  expected  range,  was  intriguing  but 
not  physically  documented.  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  were  found  nesting  widely 
in  the  White  Mts.,  farther  e.  than  tradi- 
tionally noted  0-  Levy).  An  Acorn  Wood- 
pecker at  the  Desert  Botanical  Garden, 
Phoenix  30  Jun  was  at  an  unusually  low 
elevation  (T.  Chew). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
PHAIN0PEPLA 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  in  Carr 
Canyon  29  Jul  (B.  Schutsky)  was  slightly 
early  for  normal  arrival  of  southbound 
migrants.  A Willow  Flycatcher  at  Willow 
L.  (appropriate!)  near  Prescott  21  Jun 
(CST)  was  considered  a late  transient. 
An  exciting  discovery  of  nesting  activity 
of  Hammond’s  Flycatcher  occurred  near 
Schultz  Pass  in  the  San  Francisco  Peaks; 
a singing  male  was  observed  at  Dry  Lake 
Hills  31  May,  while  another  pair  located 
in  lower  Weatherford  Canyon  1 Jun  was 
seen  nest-building  4 Jun  and  carrying 
food  to  the  nest  21  Jun.  This  location 


was  within  50  m of  a previous  2001  nest 
site  and  represents  only  a 3rd  nesting 
record  for  Arizona  (CL,  L.  Fink).  Gray 
Flycatchers  again  appeared  to  be  possi- 
bly nesting  in  the  Chiricahua  Mts.,  with 
sightings  of  a singing  male  above  Par- 
adise 11  Jun,  and  another  in  Rucker 
Canyon  22-23  Jun  (RWe).  At  least  three 
different  territories  of  Buff-breasted  Fly- 
catchers were  found  in  Rucker  Canyon 
24  Jun  (RWe),  again  suggesting  that  this 
species  is  a rare  but  regular  breeder  in 
the  Chiricahuas.  A pair  of  Black  Phoebes 
was  seen  feeding  young  in  Glen  Canyon 
16  Jul  (JSp),  providing  yet  another  nest- 
ing record  for  the  Colorado  R.  drainage 
in  n.  Arizona.  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers 
were  out  of  place  at  low  elevations  at  San 
Manuel  Crossing,  lower  S.P.R.  29  Jun 
(TC),  and  along  Arroyo  Chico,  Tucson 
19  Jul  (W.  Turner),  perhaps  forced  out  of 
the  highlands  of  the  Santa  Catalina  Mts. 
by  the  fires.  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
found  at  Sunflower  5-9  Jun  (D.  & P.  Kre- 
bill,  SG;  ph.  RJ)  provided  only  the  3rd 
confirmed  record  for  Maricopa;  this 
species  is  casual  anywhere  in  Arizona  n. 
of  the  se.  mts. 

Several  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  found 
nesting  farther  n.  than  normal,  with 
pairs  in  nc.  Tucson  (B.  Nicholas),  again 
near  P.A.P.  (BF),  and  at  numerous  sites 
along  the  lower  S.P.R.  near  Dudleyville 
(TC).  It  is  good  to  know  that  these  birds 
are  doing  well  in  the  state,  since  the  large 
pond  at  Kino  Springs — for  years  the 
most  reliable  site  for  this  species  in  se. 
Arizona — has  been  drained.  A Thick- 
billed Kingbird  frequented  Portal  and 
areas  along  Cave  Creek,  where  locally 
casual,  20  May— 17  Jun  (RWe),  while 
another  pair  was  found  in  California 
Gulch  10  Jun+  (m.  ob.).  More  unusual 
were  8-10  individuals  along  the  lower 
S.P.R.  near  Dudleyville  29  Jun  (TC),  rep- 
resenting a distinct  northward  push  for 
the  species  this  summer.  At  least  one 
female  and  2 male  Rose-throated  Becards 
were  found  nesting  again  at  Patagonia  8 
Jun+  (MMS,  MPo;  m.  ob.);  the  tradi- 
tional breeding  site  along  Sonoita  Cr., 
and  perhaps  the  only  “regular”  nesting 
location  for  this  species  in  Arizona,  is 
still  threatened  by  a proposed  highway 
project. 

Certainly  the  result  of  being  forced 
from  the  highlands  by  the  extensive  fire 
in  the  Catalinas,  individual  Steller’s  Jays 
were  in  Tucson  1 (C.  Braun)  & 6 Jul  (fide 
PS).  Another  pair  in  French  Joe  Canyon 
6 Jul  (DP)  was  at  an  unusually  low  ele- 
vation. A Clark’s  Nutcracker  heard  at 
Onion  Saddle,  Chiricahua  Mts.  1 Jun 
(TC)  was  a holdover  from  winter.  A wan- 
dering American  Crow  was  at  C.S.L.  10 
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Jul  (CL),  well  away  from  the  closest 
breeding  birds  in  the  Chuska  Mts. 

A very  late  Bank  Swallow  was  at  Tsaile 
L.  3 Jun  (CL),  providing  the  latest  spring 
N.I.R.  record.  This  was  certainly  the 
summer  of  the  Black-capped  Gnat- 
catcher.  The  pair  that  successfully  reared 
2 young  at  Patagonia  L.  during  the 
spring  attempted  nesting  a 2nd  time. 
They  were  seen  feeding  a cowbird  19  Jun 
(MK  et  al.)  and  were  present  through  1 
Aug+.  Another  pair  found  along  Sonoita 
Cr.  near  Patagonia  was  seen  nest-build- 
ing  24  May  (ph.  DS),  then  incubating  8 
Jun  (ph.  MMS),  but  the  nest  was  found 
unoccupied  22  Jun.  A Rufous-backed 
Robin  was  reported  from  Patagonia 
17-18  Jun  (tPD);  although  a fairly  regu- 
lar fall  and  winter  visitor,  the  species  is 
casual  at  best  during  the  summer. 

A Gray  Catbird  was  at  French  Joe 
Canyon  21  Jun-12  Jul  (PB  et  ah);  this 
species  breeds  in  ne.  Arizona  but  is  con- 
sidered casual  at  best  in  se.  Arizona. 
Cedar  Waxwings  often  linger  as  migrants 
late  into  spring,  but  one  at  Portal  7 Jun, 
and  another  (or  perhaps  the  same  indi- 
vidual) there  22  Jun  (RWe),  were  very 
late.  Individual  Phainopeplas  at  Ganado 
L.  and  Ganado  Wash  3 Jun  (CL),  and  3 
at  South  Fork  of  the  Little  Colorado  R.  4 
Jul  (DR,  GC),  provided  further  evidence 
of  local  breeding  in  Apache. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

A female  Olive  Warbler  s.  of  Alpine  1 Jul 
(DR,  GC)  provided  one  of  the  few 
reports  for  Apache.  Amazing  was  the 
report  of  an  Olive  Warbler  in  a yard  in 
Willcox  in  early  Jul  (G.  Harrit)  during 
the  time  of  the  Aspen  Fire  in  the  Catali- 
nas,  providing  an  almost  unheard  of  low- 
land report  for  the  species.  A very  late 
Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  at  Portal  1 
Jun  (RWe).  Casual  during  the  summer 
season.  Northern  Parulas  were  found  at 
Portal  9-1  f Jun  (D.  Doeppers)  and  at 
Sheep  Crossing  in  the  White  Mts.  8 Jul 
(DR,  GC).  Quite  extraordinary  was  the 
confirmed  breeding  of  a pair  of  Yellow 
Warblers  at  Ganado  Wash  24  Jun  (CL),  a 
new  nesting  locality  for  the  N.I.R.;  the 
closest  other  breeding  areas  on  the 
Reservation  are  along  the  San  Juan  R. 
and  Pasture  Canyon  near  Tuba  City.  A 
second  pair  was  located  at  C.S.L.  10  Jul 
(CL),  another  potential  new  breeding 
site.  Two  Chestnut-sided  Warblers, 
casual  during  the  summer  season,  were 
reported  from  Arnado  1-2  Jun  (C.  Got- 
tlund-Stevens,  fide  SF).  A late  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  was  s.  of  Tempe  3 Jun 
(RD).  Black-and-white  Warblers,  also 
casual  during  the  summer,  were  at 
Madera  Canyon  9 Jun  (M.  Dalmer  et  al.) 


and  at  the  Desert  Botanical  Gardens  in 
Phoenix  2 Jul  (T.  Chew),  for  only  the 
2nd  Jul  record  from  Maricopa.  Very 
exciting  was  a pair  of  American  Red- 
starts that  apparently  bred  this  summer 
at  the  South  Fork  of  the  Little  Colorado 
R.  near  Eagar.  First  found  28  Jun,  a juv. 
was  present  with  a female  29  Jun,  and 
the  pair  was  seen  sporadically  through 
16  Aug  (DR,  GC);  this  is  perhaps  the 
first  time  since  the  late  1970s  the  species 
has  nested  in  Arizona,  previous  records 
also  coming  from  South  Fork.  Three 
other  females  were  found  during  the 
summer,  one  at  Sheep  Crossing  in  the 
White  Mts.  18  Jul  (DP),  one  at  Arivaca 
Cienega  26  Jul  (P  & L.  Hockey),  and  one 
along  Cienega  Cr.  4 Jul  (J-  Taylor). 

Always  a nice  find  during  summer,  a 
singing  Ovenbird  was  at  Aspen  Spring 
near  Prescott  8 Jun  (CST).  Amazing  for 
the  middle  of  summer,  a singing  North- 
ern Waterthrush  was  at  Arivaca  Cienega 
30  Jun  (JBo,  MMS),  providing  the  first 
late  Jun  record  for  se.  Arizona.  Hooded 
Warblers  seem  to  be  fairly  regular  in  Ari- 
zona in  early  Jun,  certainly  the  best 
month  to  find  one;  this  summer,  a 
singing  male  was  in  Portal  4-29  Jun 
(audiotape  RWe,  RAR,  D.  Doeppers), 
and  another  singing  male  was  in 
Sycamore  Canyon  15Jun  (ph.  BF).  Inter- 
esting for  summer,  at  least  2 different 
Wilsons  Warblers  were  found  at  Sheep 
Crossing  in  the  White  Mts.,  a male  2 Jul 
and  a female  8 Jul  (DR,  GC);  migrants 
have  lingered  into  the  summer  in  the 
White  Mts.  previously,  but  there  is  no 
confirmed  nesting  record  from  Arizona. 
The  pair  of  Rufous-capped  Warblers  that 
have  been  present  in  French  Joe  Canyon 
for  several  years  apparently  nested  suc- 
cessfully again,  with  5 seen  1 Aug  (MK  et 
al.).  Another  Rufous-capped  Warbler 
was  found  in  Miller  Canyon  2-18  Jul 
(MK,  TW). 

The  pair  of  Flame-colored  Tanagers 
located  in  Madera  Canyon  12  May  (M. 
Zlabo;  ph.  R.  Fray,  BF,  m.  ob.),  remained 
through  24  Jul.  The  male  Flame-colored 
that  returned  to  Miller  Canyon  for  a 2nd 
summer  remained  through  1 Aug  (TW, 
m.  ob.).  The  hybridization  of  this  species 
with  Western  Tanager  continues  to  make 
identifying  individual  tanagers  problem- 
atic in  se.  Arizona,  and  several  probable 
hybrids  were  found  this  summer,  includ- 
ing up  to  2 in  Rucker  Canyon  5 Jun-4 
Jul  (vt.  RWe,  MK),  one  in  Madera 
Canyon  1 Jun  (IK.  Condon  et  al.),  and 
another  in  Carr  Canyon  29  Jul  (ID. 
Compton,  M.  Holmgren);  we  still 
encourage  observers  to  use  caution  in 
identifying  Flame-colored  in  Arizona,  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  hybrid  status 


for  each  individual,  and  to  attempt  to 
document  each  sighting  with  photo- 
graphs or  videotape. 

A singing  Black-chinned  Sparrow  at 
Gray  Mountain  30  Jun-1  Aug  (CL)  pro- 
vided another  summer  record  for  this 
locality,  where  it  occurs  casually.  A very 
late  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  Cameron  15 
Jun  (CL)  provided  the  latest  report  ever 
for  the  N.I.R.  Individual  White-crowned 
Sparrows  lingered  into  Jun,  including 
one  at  Oro  Blanco  Mine  3 Jun  (N.  Gal- 
lagher), one  in  Portal  4 Jun  (RWe),  one 
in  Patagonia  8 Jun  (MMS),  and  another 
in  Portal  14  Jun  (H.  Snyder).  Another  at 
Buenas  Aires  N.W.R.  28  Jul  (L.  & P. 
Hockey)  was  extremely  early  for  a south- 
bound migrant.  At  least  6 different  male 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  found  in 
Jun  and  Jul.  Very  strange  was  the  report 
of  a male  Varied  Bunting  coming  to  a 
feeder  in  Tolleson  27  Jul  (tBG);  the  clos- 
est this  species  breeds  to  the  Phoenix 
area  is  in  extreme  sw.  Maricopa.  Painted 
Buntings  are  becoming  fairly  routine  in 
se.  Arizona  during  the  late  summer.  This 
year,  a male  was  in  Portal  23  Jul  (BG),  a 
juv.  was  in  Portal  29-30  Jul  (RWe), 
another  male  was  at  Patagonia  L.  30  Jul 
(R.  Hill),  and  2-4  were  at  Kino  Springs 
31  Jul  (R.  Carlson  et  al.). 

Up  to  12  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  reported  from  Willcox  during  late 
Jun  and  earlyjul  (L.  Liese,  T.  Staudt,  PS); 
this  species  has  been  known  to  summer 
in  small  numbers  in  se.  Arizona,  but 
breeding  has  not  been  confirmed.  At 
least  7 Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  present 
in  a Yuma  yard  28  Jul  (HD),  a particu- 
larly large  concentration  for  this  far  w.  in 
Arizona.  A juv.  Lawrence’s  Golfinch  at  a 
feeder  in  Gisela  12  Jun  (ph.  JE)  followed 
the  winter  invasion  and  likely  hatched 
locally;  the  species  is  a casual  breeder  at 
best  in  the  state.  A male  American 
Goldfinch  at  Lakeside  23  Jun  (J.  Levy) 
was  exceptionally  late  for  Arizona. 
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Springs  dearth  of  storms  provided  a 
platform  for  a strong  high-pressure- 
filled,  glorious  summer  across 
Alaska.  Indeed,  wherever  observers 
characterized  breeding  conditions  and 
timing,  these  were  noted  as  10  days  to 
two  weeks  ahead  of  long-term  averages. 
Overall,  dry  circumstances  prevailed 
across  the  Region,  most  sections  of  which 
entered  the  third  year  of  a water  deficit. 
Above-average  warm  temperatures 
reigned  throughout  the  season,  with  sev- 
eral locales  recording  multiple  record 
daily  highs  (e.g..  Anchorage  equaled  or 
exceeded  record  highs  for  14  days 
between  1 April  and  1 August).  As  usual, 
how  these  conditions  interacted  with  and 
qualified  the  breeding  season  was  usually 
unclear.  But  judging  by  the  earliest 
southbound  and  post-breeding/staging 
taxa,  the  season’s  timing  continued  ahead 
of  typical  key  arrival  and  departure  dates. 
Most  of  the  seasons  Asiatic  highlights 
were  bunched  around  two  late  storms, 
which  tracked  through  the  Aleutians. 
Otherwise,  rarities  were  dominated  by 
passerines,  as  is  typical  in  summer.  Early 
shorebird  movements  and  July  concen- 
trations were  both  uneventful. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
observers  spent  the  season  at  remote  St. 
Matthew  1.  in  the  central  Bering  Sea,  one 
of  Alasska’s  most  isolated  islands,  and  the 
ensuing  reports  matched  expectations  for 
this  unique  island.  Highlights  are  pro- 
vided herein,  but  details  will  be  pub- 
lished as  a follow-up  to  a recent  2002 
Wilson  Bulletin  paper  (114:  491-509) 
from  the  University  of  Alaska  Museum, 
which  summarized  the  history  of  bird 
records  there. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Alaska  Bird 
Observatory);  S.E.  (Southeast  Alaska); 
S.C.  (Southcoastal  Alaska);  U.C.I.  (Upper 
Cook  Inlet).  Referenced  details,  speci- 
mens, photographs,  digital  photographs 
(dph.) , and  videotape  are  on  file  at  the 
University  of  Alaska  Museum.  Italicized 
place  names  denote  especially  unusual 
locations  for  the  noted  species. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Once  spring  passage  ends  and  birders 
depart  St.  Lawrence  1.,  Arctic  Loon  sight- 
ings fall  off,  with  the  only  summer  report 
being  of  4 at  Nome  8-14  Jun  (WINGS). 
Even  with  the  increase  in  tour  vessels 
crossing  the  Aleutians,  and  pelagic  day 
trips  out  of  Homer  and  Seward,  unusual 
procellariids  were  not  much  reported 
this  season.  Of  note  continues  to  be  the 
consistent  increase  in  Laysan  Albatross 
numbers  in  the  North  Pacific/Bering  Sea 
interface,  where  this  year’s  peak  one-day 
maximum  was  100+  between  Kiska  and 


Adak  Is.  (RS). 

Unusually  late  were  single  Bean  Geese 
that  surfaced  after  a late-May  storm 
arched  across  the  Aleutians  and  into  the 
s.  Bering  Sea:  at  Buldir  I.  1 Jun  (ILJ)  and 
farther  e.  at  St.  Paul  1.  5-17  Jun  (VENT, 
ST.  PAUL).  Waterfowl  highlights  were 
otherwise  few,  save  for  the  standard  scat- 
tered Hooded  Merganser  broods  from 
Mainland  S.E.,  a rare  summer  S.E.  Can- 
vasback,  a drake  in  Juneau  24-26  Jul 
(DM),  continued  Aleutian  Canada  Geese 
pioneering  out  into  the  Bering  Sea,  with 
3+  at  St.  Paul  I.  4-14  Jun  (ST.  PAUL),  and 
an  odd  mid-season  male  Smew  at  Attu  I. 
18  Jul  (JH,  VG). 

Possibly  the  same  “imm.”  White-tailed 
Eagle  was  reported  (no  plumage  details) 
from  Shemya  I.  1 Jun  (GVB)  and  later  at 
nearby  Nizki  I.  24  Jul  (JW).  These  follow 
a similar  report  from  spring  2002.  Seem- 
ingly late  for  a migrant  and  w.  of  usual 
sightings  was  a light-morph  Swainson’s 
Hawk  observed  after  snow  squalls  7 Jun 
at  the  Denali  N.P.  entrance  (TSB).  Swain- 
son’s Hawk,  the  Region’s  rarest  breeding 
Buteo,  is  only  sporadically  reported,  and 
local  nesters  are  known  mostly  from  the 
e.  half  of  the  Alaska  Range.  Observers 
tendered  several  reports  of  Eurasian 
Hobby,  all  noted  briefly  in  flight  with 
varying  details,  including  a (probable) 
flyby  near  Cape  Nome  31  May  (VENT, 
tKZ),  a bird  near  the  same  site  8 Jun 
studied  directly  overhead  (WINGS, 
TGHR),  and  a similar  report  from  St.  Paul 
I.  25  Jun  (tGB).  While  all  of  these  sight- 


Thede  Tobish 

2510  Foraker  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99517 
(tgt@alaska.net) 


ings  were  certainly  correct,  only  the  Jun 
Nome  sighting  included  definitive  details 
and  thus  becomes  the  Region’s  2nd  from 
the  Mainland. 

Spruce  Grouse  accounts  are  always  of 
interest  from  S.E.,  and  especially  off  the 
Mainland,  where  there  are  few  records.  A 
female  photographed  from  Zarembo  I.  2 
Jul  (fide  SCH,  ph.  SWE)  constitutes  the 
first  substantiated  island  report  of  the 
race  isleibi,  described  in  1996,  which  is 
confined  to  S.E.  islands.  The  season’s 
only  Sora  reports  were  calling  singles — 
submitted  from  Wasilla,  of  all  places — on 
10-17  Jun+  ( fide  RLS,  RW),  in  the  same 
area  where  one  (or  the  same)  was  noted 
from  the  previous  two  summers.  From 
farther  e.  at  Cordova,  another  Sora  was 
noted  13-16  Jun  (fide  AL,  PM),  where 
the  species  is  casual.  There  is  only  one 
prior  Sora  record  from  elsewhere  in 
U.C.I. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Aside  from  the  early  Jun  Gambell  sight- 
ings, the  season’s  other  Common  Ringed 
Plover  report  came  from  the  Aleutians, 
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where  casual,  with  a single  at  Buldir  I. 
1-2  Jun  (ILJ).  On  the  heels  of  a spring 
report  from  the  Pribilofs,  2 more  Black- 
winged Stilts  were  noted  at  Shemya  1. 
1-9  Jun  (GVB),  Alaska’s  3rd  such  find;  all 
were  apparently  of  the  nearest  form, 
nominate  himantopus.  Late  Com- 
mon  Greenshanks  included  storm- 
deposited  singles  at  Shemya  1-2  Jun 
(GVB)  and  St.  Paul  1.  14  Jun  (ST. 
PAUL).  A Terek  Sandpiper  at  St. 

Paul  1.  7 Jul  (ST.  PAUL)  constituted 
one  of  few  mid-summer  Alaska 
records  and  the  2nd  Jul  record  for 
the  Pribilofs.  A late  report  arrived 
of  a Black-tailed  Godwit  at  St. 
Matthew  1.  30  May  (FEDS),  a local 
first  and  one  of  few  from  the  n. 
Bering  Sea.  Casual  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  a single  Black  Turnstone  was 
found  at  St.  Paul  I.  23  Jul  (ST. 
PAUL,  TDL),  only  the  Pribilofs’  2nd 
report.  Decent  peep  numbers  made 
landfall  at  St.  Paul  1.  in  Jul,  highlighted 
by  an  ad.  Little  Stint  24-28  Jul  (ST. 
PAUL,  tDL).  Most  of  the  Region’s  south- 
bound Little  Stints  have  occurred  in  the 
Pribilofs  in  Jul  and  Aug.  Casual  in  S.C., 
a bright  Ruff  attracted  notice  at  Kami  25 
Jun+  ( fide  RD;  ph.). 

Significant  out  into  the  Bering  Sea 
was  an  ad.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  at  isolated 
St.  Matthew  I.  8-23  Jun  (FEDS).  The 
obligatory  wandering  Ring-billed  Gull 
was  an  ad.  that  appeared  in  Juneau 
26-28  Jul  (SZ,  PS).  Slaty-backed  Gulls 
were  fewer  this  season  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  as  evidenced  by 
mostly  singles  in  the  Nome  area 
and  around  the  Pribilofs.  Out  of 
nowhere  appeared  an  ad.  White- 
winged Tern  with  staging  Arctics 
at  the  Fairbanks  Cushman  Street 
ponds  12-14  Jul  (JB,  KR,  A.B.O.  et 
al.),  Alaska’s  4th  overall  and  2nd 
Mainland  record — three  of  the 
four  have  been  in  midsummer.  Of 
note  was  a brood  of  4 recently 
fledged  Western  Screech-Owls 
with  an  attendant  ad.  in  Juneau 
14-29  Jul+  (PS,  BA),  in  an  area 
where  a calling  bird  was  first 
located  10  Jul.  A rare  and  local 
species  in  the  Region,  there  are 
few  certain  breeding  records, 
which  are  mostly  on  the  S.E. 
Mainland  in  older  riparian  cotton- 
wood/ alder/evergreen  forests. 


23  Jun  (GW);  I know  of  one  prior  S.E. 
summer  record.  Extralimital  Red- 
breasted Sapsuckers  wandered  n.  and  w. 
beyond  normal  S.E.  breeding  zones,  with 
single  males  reported  from  Cordova  4 
Jun  (SB)  and  Valdez  17  Jun  (PW).  There 


A dream  species  for  shorebirders  in  most  of  North  America,  Terek  Sandpiper  strays 
almost  regularly  to  Alaska,  where  this  bird  was  photographed  on  St.  Paul  Island 
7 July  2003,  a rare  mid-summer  appearance.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


are  irregular  fall  reports  from  coastal  sec- 
tions of  S.C.  but  few  early  summer  over- 
shoots. 

It  was  another  classic  flycatcher  rarity 
season,  initiated  by  the  Bering  Sea’s  2nd 
documented  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  St. 
Paul  1.  10  Jun  (WINGS,  ST.  PAUL),  a Pri- 
bilof  first.  Well  away  from  the  species’ 
restricted  breeding  sites  in  the  Tanana 
Hills  were  singing  Hammond's  Flycatch- 
ers: singles  at  930  m near  Tetlin  20  Jun 
and  near  Chitna  21  Jun  (TT,  RLS). 
Another,  away  from  favored  S.E.  riparian 


In  addition  to  five  Red-breasted  Flycatchers  and  seven  Gray-spotted  Flycatchers 
in  Alaska  in  summer  2003  came  five  rare  Siberian  Flycatchers,  including  this  bird 
(not  mentioned  in  the  text  of  this  report)  at  Polovina  Hill  on  the  east  side  of 
St.  Paul  Island  13  June  2003.  This  species  has,  incredibly,  been  recorded  as 
a vagrant  to  Bermuda  as  well.  Photograph  by  Larry  Manfredi. 


HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH 
THRUSHES 

Extremely  rare  in  summer,  or  any  time 
outside  of  the  species’  visitation  periods 
from  fall  through  early  winter,  was  a 
female  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at  Juneau 


cottonwood  forests,  held  a Juneau  area 
territory  8-25  Jun  (GW,  PS).  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  was  finally  substanti- 
ated for  the  Region,  with  excellent  pho- 
tographs delivered  of  an  ad.  male  near 
Juneau  9 Jul  (ph.  JK,  MLK,  ph.  PS  et  al.). 
There  were  three  older  sight  records  from 
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S.E.  between  early  Jun  and  late  Jul.  This 
year’s  summer  Eastern  Kingbirds 
included  a rare  offshore  single  at 
Ketchikan  13  Jun  (tME)  and  another  far- 
ther n.  on  the  S.E.  Mainland  at  Juneau  16 
Jul  (PS).  Eastern  Kingbird  remains  a 
rare,  probably  annual  visitor  to  the 
Region,  typically  from  the  S.E. 
Mainland  in  Jun  and  Jul. 

Two  singing  Cassin’s  Vireos 
were  again  reported  from  Juneau 
sites  8 & 10  Jun  (PS,  RJG),  where 
singles  have  been  located  for  the 
past  few  years.  A Steller’s  Jay  pio- 
neered well  into  the  Alaska  Range 
to  Daiali  N. P.  6 Jun  (SS),  one  of  few 
records  n.  of  S.C.,  where  it  is 
restricted  to  the  coastal  fringes  and 
Kenai  Pen.  forests  and  casual  n.  of 
U.C.l. 

Notable  parids  at  their  respective 
peripheries  included  at  least  3 
Black-capped  Chickadees  in  the 
Glacier  Bay-Gustavus  area  9-31  Jul  (ND, 
PV)  and  two  pairs  of  food-gathering 
Chestnut-backed  Chickadees  plus 
another  ad.  up  Girdwood  Valley’s  Crow 
Creek  Rd.  7 Jun  (TT).  Both  areas  pro- 
duce these  species  occasionally  in  fall 
and  winter.  One  of  the  spring’s  last 
cyclones  deposited  a Middendorff’s 
Grasshopper- Warbler  at  Buldir  I.  7 Jun 
(ILJ),  a 2nd  there  and  the  Aleutian’s  3rd 
in  spring. 

Old  World  flycatchers  made  a strong 
showing  in  the  Aleutians  and  more  signif- 
icantly n.  into  the  Bering  Sea.  Two 
female  Red-breasted  Flycatchers 
seen  at  Agattu  I.  5-6Jun  (GVB,  JW) 
were  bracketed  by  a single  and  then 
2 at  Shemya  I.  1 & 9 Jun  (GVB). 
With  the  same  weather  came  Siber- 
ian Flycatchers  reports  from  the 
Aleutians,  with  singles  identified  at 
Buldir  1.  1 & 9 Jun  (ILJ),  Shemya  I. 
1 Jun  (GVB),  and  considerably  far- 
ther e. — and  the  first  time  away 
from  the  W.  Aleutians — to 
Kasatochi  I.  in  the  Andreanofs  14 
Jun  (fide  GVB,  DB,  KL).  Gray-spot- 
ted Flycatchers  were  also  well  rep- 
resented in  the  early-summer  storm 
fallout  from  across  the  Bering  Sea. 
Singles  surfaced  at  Buldir  1.  1-3  Jun 
(ILJ),  Attu  I.  2 & 6 Jun  (CB,  BT), 
and  Agattu  I.  9 Jun  (CB,  BT),  with 
an  additional  2 reaching  St.  Paul  1. 
12  Jun  and  6 Jul  (ST.  PAUL,  TTP, 
tDL).  Outside  of  this  group  was  another 
Gray-spotted  located  at  St.  Matthew  I.  27 
May  (FEDS),  the  northernmost  Bering 
Sea  record. 

Jun  Siberian  Ruby  throats  included  at 
least  2 males  at  Shemya  I.  1-2  Jun  (GVB) 
and  singles  at  St.  Paul  I.  24-26  Jun  (ST. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 
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The  spring's  Red  Crossbill  irruption,  showing  hints  of  a strong  northward  push  from  late  May,  turned  into  one 
of  the  Region's  most  extensive  ever.  Pine  Siskins  showed  a similar  surge.  Hundreds  of  Red  Crossbills,  in  noisy, 
active  groups  of  5-50+  pushed  into  and  past  the  Anchorage/U.C.I.  area  by  mid-Jun  (m.  ob.),  and  by  Jul,  the  species 
had  been  reported  from  within  and  then  through  the  entire  Alaska  Range  and  out  into  the  Bering  Sea.  Highlights  from 
the  irruption's  extremes  included:  dozens  of  small  groups  moving  n.  past  Eureka  Summit  (at  Glenn  Hwy.  milepost  123) 
and  past  the  Talkeetna  Mts.  12-13  Jul  (IT);  up  to  3 at  St.  Matthew  1. 19  Jun  & 5 Jul  (FEDS);  many  at  the  Pribilofs  24 
Jun-30  Jul,  with  27  the  maximum  count  on  20  Jul  (ST.  PAUL);  and  n.  to  St.  Lawrence  I.  at  Gambell  2-31  Jul+,  with  up 
to  30  birds  towards  the  end  of  the  month  (fide  PEL).  Red  Crossbill,  typically  more  irruptive  than  its  congener  in  Alaska, 
stages  such  large-scale  movements  in  the  Region  every  5-10  years,  and  these  broad  pulses  historically  reach  beyond 
the  Alaska  Range  and  into  the  Bering  Sea  islands.  Notable  with  the  Reds  was  a single  White-winged  Crossbill  at  St. 
Paul  1. 23  Jul  (ST.  PAUL),  where  casual. 

Pine  Siskins  moved  n.  with  their  own  impressive  push,  loosely  associated  with  the  Red  Crossbill  movement,  in  more 
or  less  the  same  ranges.  Notable  were  Jul  peaks  of  thousands  in  the  Interior  at  Fairbanks  (fide  DDG)  and  decent  off- 
shore totals  of  6+  at  St.  Paul  1. 20  Jul,  where  present  5 Jun— 24  Jul  (ST.  PAUL),  and  at  least  4 n.  to  St.  Matthew  1. 18-29 
Jun  (FEDS). 
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PAUL),  plus  one  n.  and  onshore  at  Nome 
13-14  Jun+  (fide  RS),  a local  and  Main- 
land first.  Late  Eyebrowed  Thrush 
reports  from  the  spring  included  one 
from  the  cen.  Aleutians,  where  casual,  at 
Kasatochi  29  May  (fide  GVB,  DB,  KL), 
and  n.  from  St.  Matthew  L,  where  singles 
were  described  from  29  May-2  Jun  and 
19  Jun  (FEDS). 

MIMIDS  THROUGH  FRINGILLIDS 

In  keeping  with  the  species’  history  as  a 
sporadic  visitor  to  many  sections  of  the 
Region,  without  a clear  pattern,  was  a 
lone  Northern  Mockingbird  at  Juneau  25 
Ju!+  (PS),  about  the  9th  overall  for 
Alaska.  Still  not  annual  but  certainly 
irregular  in  May  and  Jun  since  the  1970s 
at  the  Regions  outposts,  single  Gray 
Wagtails  surfaced  in  synchrony  9 Jun  at 
Shemya  and  Kasatochi  Is.  (GVB,  DK, 
KL).  Yet  another  wayward  White/Black- 
backed  Wagtail  built  a nest  and  produced 
four  eggs,  this  time  near  Cordova  on  a 
bridge  structure.  First  found  in  the  area 
23  Jun,  the  completed  nest  with  eggs  was 
located  15  Jul  (CB,  AK,  PM).  Although 
only  one  individual  was  ever  seen 
through  19  Jul,  photographs  supplied  to 
date  are  equivocal  for  species  identifica- 
tion— if  possible,  a follow-up  on  the 
identification  will  appear  in  the  fall 
report.  This  odd  nest  find  matches  a sim- 
ilar situation  from  Talkeetna,  where  a 
lone  Black-backed  Wagtail  laid  a few  eggs 
in  a nest  in  Jun. 

Of  the  season’s  few  Cedar 
Waxwing  accounts,  of  a sin- 
gle near  Gustavus  27  Jun 
(ND,  PV),  was  most  interest- 
ing as  a 2nd  local  record  and 
one  beyond  typical  riparian 
breeding  sites  from  farther  s. 
in  S.E.  The  season  produced 
about  average  numbers  of 
unusual  warbler  observa- 
tions. Away  from  standard 
breeding  areas  (to  the  e. 
inside  the  Coast  Range  in 
adjacent  sections  of  B.C.  and 
the  Yukon)  were  Tennessee 
Warblers:  a single  at  Gus- 
tavus 23  Jun  (ND,  PV)  and  2 
in  the  Juneau  area  4 & 10-18 
Jul  (GW,  PS,  SZ,  RJG). 

Appearing  w.  and  n.  of 
known  riparian  populations 
in  S.E.  was  an  American  Red- 
start in  Gustavus  7 Jun  (ND,  PV),  one  of 
few  local  records.  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  again  reported  in  the  e. 
Interior,  where  they  have  been  sporadi- 
cally noted  in  early  summer  and  fall,  with 
2 singing  near  Northway  20  Jun  (RLS, 
TT).  Another  singing  bird  appeared  8 Jul 


near  Cordova  (fide  AL,  MB),  where 
casual. 

At  the  extreme  n.  limits  of  known 
breeding  range,  which  includes  discon- 
tinuous pockets  of  sedge  habitats  into  n. 
U.C.I.,  were  2 territorial  Song  Sparrows 
along  the  Knik  River  Rd.  near  Palmer  4 
Jul  (TT).  Surprising  was  an  overshooting 
Red-winged  Blackbird  pushing  its  Nearc- 
tic  limits  near  Nome  3 Jun  (VENT),  only 
the  2nd  Seward  Pen.  observation  and  one 
of  few  from  w.  Alaska.  Bramblings  made 
a decent  summer  season  showing,  high- 
lighted by  one  well  e.  in  the  Aleutians  at 
Kasatochi  I.  28  Jun  (DB,  KL),  and  2 and 


then  a single  at  St.  Paul  I.  27  Jun  and 
8-14  Jul  (ST.  PAUL). 

Credit  the  productive  early-Jun  Aleut- 
ian storm  with  bringing  in  a handsome 
pair  of  Eurasian  Bullfinches  to  Agattu  I. 
6 Jun  (GVB,  JW),  the  Chain’s  latest  of 
very  few  spring  records. 


Contributors  and  observers:  A.B.O. 
(N.  DeWitt  et  al.),  B.  Alger,  R.  Arm- 
strong, S.  Bailey,  G.  Baluss,  T.  Barber,  D. 
Barton,  C.  Becker,  B.  Benter,  S.  Berns,  J. 
Bouton,  C.  Braun,  G.  V.  Byrd,  M.  Bur- 
cham,  L.  Cole,  L.  Craig,  R.  Davis,  J 
Dearborn,  L.  DeCicco,  D.  F.  Delap,  B. 
Dinneford,  R.  Dodelson,  N.  Drumheller, 
M.  Eanes,  S.  Wise  Engle,  C.  Erwin, 
FEDS  (U.G.S. S./St.  Matthew  staff:  M. 
Dementiev,  J.  Johnson,  I.  L.  Jones,  K. 
Lindquist,  M.  Litzow,  S.  Matsuoka,  D. 
Ruthrauff),  R.  M.  Fowler,  R.  Fritz,  D.  D. 
Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill,  V.  Gill,  S.  Golodof,  R. 
J.  Gordon,  T.  Goucher,  J.  Hacldix,  D. 

Hanna,  S.  C.  Heinl,  J.  Helrn- 
ericks,  P.  Hunt,  L.  Johnson, 

I.  L.  Jones,  A.  Kenyon,  J.  & 
M.L.  King,  J.  F.  Koerner,  A. 
Lang,  P.  E.  Lehman,  J.  Levi- 
son,  R.  Lowell,  R.  A.  Macin- 
tosh, D.  MacPhail,  P.  Mey- 
ers, R.  Meyers,  R.  Nelson,  L. 

J.  Oakley,  A.  Palmer,  A.  & A. 
W.  Piston,  D.  Porter,  P. 
Pourchot,  B.  Pyle,  H.  & M. 
Renner,  K.  Risen,  D.  Rudis, 

K.  Russell,  D.  Salesky,  J. 
Sauer,  S.  Savage,  R.  L.  Scher, 
M.  A.  Schultz,  W.  Schuster, 
M.  Schwan,  S.  Senner,  D. 
Shaw,  J.  Sinclair,  D.  W.  Son- 
neborn,  R.  Spahn,  ST.  PAUL 
(St.  Paul  Tours:  G.  Bieber, 
D.  Lovitch,  T.  Plath,  M. 
Rukovishnikof),  S.  Stude- 
baker,  P.  Suchanek,  A. 
Swinglcy,  B.  Taylor,  M.  E. 

Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  K.  Turley,  P.  Vanselow, 

G.  Van  Vliet,  VENT  (Victor  Emanuel 
Nature  Tours:  K.  Zimmer,  D.  Wolf  et 
al.),  M.  L.  Ward,  J.  Williams,  R.  Winck- 
ler,  WINGS  (Wings,  Inc.:  J.  L.  Dunn,  G. 

H.  Rosenberg,  P.  Holt  et  al.),  M.  A. 
Wood,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman.  © 


Hawfinch  may  be  increasing  as  a spring  visitor  to  Alaska;  this  bird  was  photographed  6 June  2003  on  St.  Paul 
Island.  The  maximum  count  here  was  7 on  2 June,  with  the  last  seen  20  June.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 
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une  began  unsettled,  with  alternating 
showers  and  sunshine,  but  by  the  end 
of  the  month,  the  southern  half  was 
baking  hot,  as  a strong  ridge  of  high 
pressure  built  in.  By  the  middle  of  July,  the 
heat  wave  had  enveloped  the  entire  Region 
and  showed  no  sign  of  waning  by  the  end 
of  the  period.  Yukoners  not  only  enjoyed 
the  great  weather,  but  made  trips  to  remote 
areas  that  produced  exciting  results: 
Yukon’s  first  Arctic  Warbler,  second  Dusky 
Thrush,  and  second  Common  Grackle, 
plus  Canada’s  first  Bluethroat  nest!  British 
Columbians  contributed  to  the  excitement 
with  their  first  photographically  docu- 
mented Whooping  Crane  and  second 


Acorn  Woodpecker. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

All  four  species  of  loons,  including  4 Yel- 
low-billeds,  were  at  Clarence  Lagoon, 
North  Slope  30  Jun  (CE,  BM).  American 
White  Pelicans  are  rare  along  the  lower 
mainland,  where  3 ads.  were  seen  over  Pitt 
Meadows  14  Jun  (AR,  TP).  Most  unusual 
both  for  the  date  and  number,  55  soared 
above  Napier  L.  near  Kamloops  8 Jul  (JS). 
The  species  also  found  Eaglet  L.,  50  km 
ene.  of  Prince  George;  a single  was  there  5 
Jul  (CA,  MA),  increasing  to  51  birds  in  late 
Jul  (CA  et  ah),  with  18  remaining  on  5 Aug 
and  final  departure  12  Aug.  A Double- 
crested  Cormorant,  rare  in  the  Yukon,  was 
at  Kloo  L.  3-4  Jun  (PS,  CE). 

A local  record  count  of  75  juv.  Great  Blue 
Herons  was  made  at  Tofino  30  Jul  (AD). 
Once  an  annual  visitor  to  the  Okanagan 
but  now  very  rare,  a Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  near  Vaseux  L.  10  Jul  (AB).  Her- 
schel  1.  park  wardens  reported  a pair  of 
Snow  Geese  with  3 goslings  19  Jul  (fide 
DC),  a 2nd  Yukon  breeding  record.  The 
pair  of  Ross’s  Geese  at  Cornox,  holdovers 
from  spring,  lingered  to  8 Jun  (GLM  et  ah). 
A single  Brant  at  Cleland  I.  12  Jul  (AD)  was 
an  unusual  visitor  for  the  date.  A male 
Cinnamon  Teal,  casual  in  summer  in  the 
Yukon,  was  at  Swan  L.  near  Whitehorse  1 
Jun  (HG  et  ah).  A flock  of  9 Northern  Pin- 
tails in  Tofino  8 Jul  (AD)  had  a very  early 
southbound  start.  Vancouver  I.’s  probable 
first  Jun  record  of  Redhead  involved  a sin- 
gle bird  17  Jun  in  Port  Alberni  (SM,  BS1).  A 
few  pairs  of  King  Eiders  seen  at  Clarence 
Lagoon,  North  Slope  20-30  Jun  were  sug- 
gestive of  breeding  in  the  area  (CE,  BM).  A 
female  Ruddy  Duck  at  Two  Moose  L.  15 
Jun  and  1 Jul  (CE,  BM;  HG)  provided  a first 
record  for  the  Dempster  Hwy.  area,  and  a 
record  count  of  72  Ruddy  Ducks  was  made 
at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  lagoons  22  Jul 
(CE). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Following  a series  of  sightings  this  spring, 
an  ad.  White-tailed  Kite  was  again  in  Pitt 
Meadows  1 Jun  (MPL).  For  such  a bird  to 
have  successfully  remained  hidden  from 
birders  for  a month  seems  unlikely;  thus 
the  likelihood  is  that  this  was  a different 
individual.  An  ad.  dark-morph  Swainson’s 


Hawk,  Vancouver’s  8th,  was  in  Richmond 
4 Jun  (RTo),  while  an  imm.  was  in  Saanich, 
Vancouver  I.  1 Jun  (JG).  Two  American 
Coots  were  seen  7 Jun  at  Two-Moose  L., 
Dempster  Hwy.  (BB),  at  this  species’  north- 
ernmost known  Yukon  location;  at  Rock 
Island  L.,  a nest  with  8 eggs,  only  the  2nd 
recorded  in  the  Yukon,  was  noted  9 Jun 
(CE,  MC). 

An  ad.  Pacific  Golden-Plover  was  at 
Columbia  Beach,  French  Cr.,  where  rare, 
31  Jul  (GLM).  One  of  few  Kamloops  nest- 
ing locations  of  American  Avocets  was  dis- 
covered at  1100  m on  a small  lake  near 
Knutsford,  where  ads.  and  2 large  young 
were  observed  4 Jul  (RH,  RD).  An  alter- 
nate-plumaged  Willet  was  on  Discovery  1. 
off  Oak  Bay,  Victoria  5 Jun  (MGS)  for  a rare 
summer  record.  The  first  arriving  south- 
bound Surfbirds  were  2 at  Cleland  1.  8 Jul 
(AD).  A Wandering  Tattler,  first  found  last 
winter  at  Ogden  Pt.,  Victoria,  was  still 
present  30  Jun  (MGS),  while  the  first  sign 
of  a southbound  flight  came  14  Jul  at 
Tofino  (AD).  Nesting  was  confirmed  for 
Upland  Sandpiper  in  the  Fort  Nelson  area, 
where  they  have  been  suspected  of  nesting 
for  many  years,  when  a pair  and  4 young 
were  observed  16  Jul  (MAi,  DAi).  A count 
of  58  Whimbrels  in  Tofino  was  considered 
high  for  the  summer  months  10  Jul  (RC). 
This  spring’s  ad.  male  Hudsonian  Godwit 
at  Reifel  Refuge  remained  to  6 Jun  (JI  et 
ah).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  more 
prevalent  than  expected  on  Vancouver  I., 
with  10-14  individuals  involved  30 
jun-29  Jul  ( fide  GLM).  Vancouver’s  6th 
Little  Stint  was  an  alternate-plumaged  ad. 
at  Iona  27-28  Jul  (MTo,  ph.  STo  et  ah). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Observations  of  a few  pairs  of  local  Poma- 
rine  Jaegers  in  the  Craig  Cr.  area  on  Yukon’s 
North  Slope  16Jun-4  Jul  (CE,  BM)  hinted 
at  the  possibility  of  nesting  in  the  area. 
Curiously,  a group  of  17  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  was  at  Wright  Pass  along  the 

Up  until  now  sightings  of  Whooping  Cranes  have 
( suffered  from  lack  of  sufficient  documentation. 
Reports  of  this  mystical  bird  are  akin  to  sightings  of 
Sasquatch,  with  those  who  strongly  believe  they  have 
legitimately  seen  these  birds  in  British  Columbia  and  those 
who  readily  dismiss  such  claims.  Reports  of  large  white 
cranes  are  not  unheard  of,  some  or  perhaps  most  of  which 
pertain  to  leucistic  or  poorly  seen  Sandhill  Cranes. 

This  summer,  a pair  of  Whooping  Cranes  was  found  in  a 
hayfield  about  30  km  n.  of  Prince  George.  These  birds  were 
videotaped  30  Jun  (VB,  vt.  TB),  providing  the  first  photo- 
graphic documentation  of  this  Endangered  species  for  the 
province.  This  same  pair  was  later  discovered  on  a sandbar 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Salmon  and  Fraser  Rivers,  about 
8 km  from  the  original  site,  on  6 Jul  (tTA,  tHY). 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRD 


534 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  & YUKON 


Dempster  Hwy.  15  Jun  (CE,  BM),  18  were 
there  21  Jun  (HG),  and  one  was  at  Snyder 
Cr.,  Jarvis  R.  area,  sw.  Yukon  17  Jun  (MW). 
Ring-billed  Gulls  head  for  the  coast  shortly 
after  breeding,  as  evidenced  by  Tofino's 
early  arrivals  of  6 on  29  Jul  (AD,  GB).  A 
second-summer  California  Gull,  rare  in  the 
Yukon,  was  at  the  Whitehorse  landfill  30 
Jul  (CE,  BD,  HG).  A third-summer  Thayers 
Gull  at  the  Whitehorse 
landfill  12  Jun  (ph.  BM) 
and  a second-summer 
bird  there  29  Jul  (HG,  ph. 

BD)  provided  rare  sum- 
mer records.  A probable 
first-summer  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  discovered  at 
the  Whitehorse  landfill  9 
Jul  (BM,  CE,  PS) 
remained  there  through 
Jul  (CE,  BD,  HG);  a sec- 
ond-summer bird  made  a 
short  visit  there  16-18  Jul 
(CE,  HG).  An  ad.  Glau- 
cous-winged Gull  at  Inu- 
vik,  N.W.T.  15  Jun  (CE, 

BM)  added  to  the  growing 
number  of  recent  records 
from  that  location.  Rare 
in  summer  in  s.  Yukon 
were  an  imm.  Glaucous 
Gull  at  Haines  Junction  4 
Jul  (LF)  and  an  ad.  in 
Whitehorse  18  (HG)  & 23  Jul  (CE). 

It  has  been  seven  years  since  the  Black 
Tern  colony  at  Blind  L.,  se.  Yukon  was  last 
surveyed  (25  nests  recorded  then):  this 
year,  20  nests  were  counted  27  jun  (PS  et 
al.).  Ancient  Murrelets,  considered  casual 
on  the  w.  coast  of  Vancouver  I.,  were  seen 
regularly  off  Vargas  1.  14-27  Jul  (AD).  A 
Horned  Puffin,  rare  along  the  outer  coast, 
was  found  sitting  on  the  water  among 
Tufted  Puffins  at  Cleland  I.  8 Jul  (AD  et 
al.).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker  furnished  the 
first  Okanagan  and  2nd  provincial  record 
16-23  Jun  (KH,  ph.  MH)  when  it  visited  a 
feeder  in  Oliver.  The  previous  record  was 
also  in  mid-Jun  back  in  1996  at  Maple 
Ridge.  A White-headed  Woodpecker  was 
discovered  3 Jun  (DC)  e.  of  Oliver  along 
the  famed  Camp  McKinney  Rd. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  GRACKLES 

Alder  Flycatchers  are  casual  spring 
vagrants  to  the  lower  mainland;  one  such 
individual  lingered  late  at  Pitt  Meadows 
16-28  Jun  (tDJ).  This  species  is  increas- 
ing in  the  Kootenays,  with  singing  males 
recorded  as  follows:  4 at  Summit  L., 
Nakusp  15  Jun  (GSD);  2 near  Edgewood 
22  Jun  (GSD);  and  2 at  Kootenay  L.  28  Jun 
(GS).  A Least  Flycatcher  was  also  at  Pitt 
Meadows  7-1 1 Jun  (PC  et  al.),  where  rare. 
Rock  Wrens  are  very  rare  along  the  s. 


This  Acorn  Woodpecker  visited  a feeder  in  Oliver, 
British  Columbia  16-23  June  2003,  where  it  furnished 
a second  provincial  record.  Photograph  by  Kurt  Hutterli. 


coast,  and  breeding  has  not  been  recorded 
there  since  1970;  thus,  it  was  with  some 
excitement  that  a singing  bird  was  discov- 
ered on  Saturna  1.  28  Jun  (MGS,  CyS). 

Canada’s  2nd  and  the  Yukon’s  first 
record  for  Arctic  Warbler  was  a singing 
male  in  the  Craig  Cr.  area  on  the  Yukon’s 
North  Slope  28  Jun  (tCE,  ph.  BM).  The 
quest  to  find  Canada’s  first  Bluethroat  nest 
was  a stunning  suc- 
cess: 8-10  male  and 
2 female  Bluethroats 
were  in  the  Craig  Cr. 
area  on  the  Yukon’s 
North  Slope  during 
surveys  16  Jun  and 
1-4  Jul,  and  a nest 
with  six  eggs  was 
discovered  22  Jun 
(tCE,  BM  et  al.). 
Even  in  an  area  as 
rich  and  diverse  as 
Craig  Cr.  on  the 
North  Slope,  a 
singing  Dusky 
Thrush,  the  Yukon’s 
2nd,  seemed  over- 
the-top  28  Jun-1  Jul 
(IBM,  tCE,  BB).  Sin- 
gle Northern  Mock- 
ingbirds were  dis- 
covered: on  Mayne  1. 
near  Bennet  Bay  2 
Jun  (PSp,  BSp),  at  Becher  Prairie,  Riske 
Cr.,  in  early  Jun  (KW),  and  just  n.  of  Pow- 
ell River  26  Jun  (NHu),  where  rare.  Three 
Yellow  Wagtail  nests  found  in  the  Craig  Cr. 
area  16  Jun-4  jul  significantly  added  to  the 
few  nests  documented  in  Canada  (BB,  CE, 
BM). 

Casual  along  the  coast,  a Tennessee 
Warbler  was  singing  3 Jun  in  Vancouver 
(tTP).  A singing  Cape  May  Warbler  was  at 
Albert  Cr.  Rd.,  Upper  Liard  23  Jun  (TMK), 
at  the  exact  same  spot  where  it  was  found 
last  year,  Yukon’s  westernmost  location.  A 
small  wave  of  extralimital  Black-and-white 
Warblers  was  noted,  with  one  in  White- 
horse-Mary  L.  28  May  (WN,  BD,  HG) 
constituting  a first  Whitehorse  record;  one 
banded  at  Albert  Cr.  Rd.,  Upper  Liard  4 
Jun  (TMK)  provided  a first  Watson  L.  area 
record;  and  one  singing  at  Swede  Johnson 
Cr.  in  sw.  Yukon  5 Jun  (MG)  was  850  km 
w.  of  its  known  Yukon  range.  American 
Redstarts  were  unusually  numerous  along 
the  s.  coast,  with  first-year  males  at  Lois  L., 
Powell  R.  7 Jun  (DB),  Maplewood  Conser- 
vation Area  7 Jun  (QB),  Pitt  Meadows  15 
Jun  (2;  RTo),  and  Gibson’s  4-11  Jun  (JJ), 
which  was  joined  by  a female  1 1 Jun  (JJ)- 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  continue  to  main- 
tain a toehold  in  the  Georgia  Depression, 
with  at  least  one  bird  present  14  Jun-1  Jul 
(10  et  al.). 


Lazuli  Buntings  were  thought  to  be  nest- 
ing in  Abbotsford,  where  2 males  were 
seen  chasing  a female  with  food  12  Jun 
(JV).  Male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  pro- 
vided rare  sights  in  Port  Coquitlum  1 Jun 
(tDBu),  between  Oyama  and  Vernon  19 
jun  (PM,  HM),  and  at  Burnaby  Mt.  Park  1 
Jul  (DP  et  al.).  Vesper  Sparrows  are  very 
local  breeders  at  few  sites  along  the  coast; 
thus  tantalizing  was  a report  of  a singing 
male  on  Saturna  I.  28  Jun  (MGS,  CyS).  A 
female  and  2 male  Smith’s  Longspurs  along 
with  a nest  were  discovered  in  the  foothills 
of  upper  Craig  Cr.  on  the  North  Slope  25 
Jun  (tCE,  BM). 

A rare  female  Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  at 
Nisutlin  Bay  Marina  14-19  Jun  (MG,  ph. 
B&DG).  A Common  Grackle,  rare  away 
from  the  Peace  R.  area,  was  at  Invermere 
3-4  Jun  (LC).  Were  it  not  for  a distance  of 
800  km  and  a few  mountain  ranges,  the 
Yukon  might  have  had  its  first  breeding 
record  for  Common  Grackle:  the  terri- 
tory’s 2nd  and  3rd  records  for  the  species 
were  afforded  by  a male  at  Lhutsaw  L.  near 
Pelly  Crossing  10  Jun  (PS  et  al.)  and  a 
female  at  Craig  Cr.  on  the  North  Slope  25 
Jun  (tCE,  BM). 

Addendum:  A sighting  missed  from  the 
spring  report,  an  Ovenbird  was  banded  at 
Albert  Cr.  Rd.,  Upper  Liard  29  May  (TMK) 
for  a first  record  in  the  Watson  L.  area  and 
over  200  km  w.  of  its  known  range  in  the 
Yukon. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): David  Ainley,  Marika  Ainley,  Tim 
Angill,  Cathy  Antoniazzi,  Maria  Antoni- 
azzi,  Brian  Bell,  Andy  Bezener,  Jack  Bowl- 
ing (Prince  George,  weather  summary), 
Doug  Brown,  Quentin  Brown,  Don  Burton, 
Drew  Campbell,  Lucille  Campbell,  Peter 
Candido,  Chris  Charlesworth  (Kelowna), 
Michelle  Christensen,  Dorothy  Cooley, 
Ralph  Crombie,  Gary  S.  Davidson  (Koote- 
nays), Roger  Dickson,  Boris  Dobrowolsky, 
Adrian  Dorst  (Tofino-Ucluelet),  Cameron 
Eckert  (Yukon),  Jeremy  Gatten,  Mike  Gill, 
Brandy  & Debbie  Greenwood,  Helmut 
Griinberg  (Yukon),  Rick  Howie,  Neil 
Hughes,  Kurt  Hutterli,  Marianne  Hutterli, 
John  Ireland,  Bruce  Mactavish,  Hylda  May- 
field,  Peter  Mayfield,  Sandy  McRuer,  Guy 
L.  Monty  (cen.  Vancouver  I.),  Ted  Mur- 
phy-Kelly, Istvan  Orosi,  Mary  Peet-Leslie, 
Dan  Petersen,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace 
River),  Tammy  Proctor,  Phil  Ranson  (Cari- 
boo), Al  Russell,  Cynthia  Shepard,  Michael 
G.  Shepard,  Pam  Sinclair,  Brian  Slater,  Gail 
Spitler,  Bernie  Spitnran,  Prue  Spitman, 
John  Surgenor,  Mike  Toochin,  Rick 
Toochin  (Vancouver),  Sharon  Toochin, 
John  Vooys,  Mary  Whitley,  Karen  Wiebe, 
Holley  Yorston.  © 
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} ^T^was  a fascinating  summer  in  the 
I Pacific  Northwest.  There  was  a 
JL  fair  sampling  of  megararities, 
including  a first  for  Oregon  and,  in  Wash- 
ington, a potential  first  for  the 
U.S./Canada.  Shorebirds  lingered  late  in 
spring,  occasioning  a number  of  most 
unusual  June  records,  and  southbound 
adult  shorebird  migration  was  strong,  pro- 
viding above-average  numbers  of  many 
uncommon-to-rare  species.  Not  all  the 
highlights  pertained  to  Charadriiformes. 
Several  species  of  “marine”  waterfowl 
made  surprise  inland  appearances,  and 
the  Region’s  suite  of  species  spreading 
north  and  east  continued  to  make 
extralimital  forays,  including  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk,  Black  Phoebe,  Western 
Scrub-Jay,  and  Bewicks  Wren.  Addition- 
ally, several  interior  species  appear  to  be 
adding  the  westside  to  their  breeding 
range,  including  Black-necked  Stilt,  Wil- 
son’s Phalarope,  Black  Tern,  and  Bank 
Swallow. 

The  summer’s  weather  was  hot  and  dry. 
Seattle  had  its  driest  summer  since  1970. 


In  Oregon,  June  was  the  driest  on  record 
and  July  wasn’t  much  wetter.  The  Region’s 
temperatures  were  more  appropriate  for 
California.  During  June,  Washington  and 
Oregon  averaged  about  3°  F above  aver- 
age, and  July  was  even  warmer,  with  Ore- 
gon averaging  4.8°  F atop  the  norm,  the 
second  warmest  July  ever. 

Abbreviations:  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reser- 
voir, Lane,  OR);  Malheur  (Malheur 
N.W.R. , Harney,  OR);  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit 
Coos  Bay,  Coos,  OR);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores, 
Grays  Harbor , WA);  P.N.P.  (Point  No 
Point,  Kitsap,  WA);  Ridgefield  (Ridgefield 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  WA);  W.W.R.D.  (Walla 
Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla,  WA).  Eastside 
and  westside  denote  locations  east  and 
west  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

A tally  of  300  Pacific  Loons  at  Oceanside, 
Tillamook  11  Jun  was  most  unusual  for 
such  a late  date  (B.  Woodhouse).  Yellow- 
billed Loons,  once  almost  unheard  of  dur- 
ing summer,  have  been  almost  annual 
over  the  last  decade.  This  summer,  one 
was  at  N.S.C.B.  18  Jul  (TR),  and  the 
Wanapum  Dam  bird  lingered  to  at  least  1 
Jul,  providing  the  eastside’s  first  summer 
record  (PL,  ph.  C.  Haynie).  At  least  2 pairs 
of  Clark’s  Grebes  nested  at  FR.R.,  their 
only  known  westside  breeding  site  (Dl);  3 
more  Clark’s  at  Heceta  Head,  Lane  5 Jul 
provided  an  extremely  rare  outer  coast 
summer  record  (R.  Lowe).  There  were 
four  pelagic  trips,  two  out  of  Westport 
during  Jul  and  one  each  out  of  Newport 
during  Jun  and  Jul.  Northern  Fulmar 
numbers  were  relatively  low;  621  off  New- 
port Jul  5 (GG)  was  the  peak.  Very  large 
numbers  of  Pink-footed  Shearwaters  were 
reported,  averaging  600+  per  trip,  and  5 
Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  off  Westport 
was  also  a high  tally  for  summer.  On  17 
Jun,  10,000  Sooty  Shearwaters  were  seen 
from  shore  at  Seaside  (SW),  and  2594 
were  off  Newport  5 Jul  (GG);  otherwise 
pelagic  trip  counts  varied  from  114  in  Jun 
to  6621  in  Jul.  Manx  Shearwaters  were 
reported  at  Clatsop  Spit  21  Jun  (IMP),  off 
Westport  12  Jul  (BT),  at  O.S.  19-22  Jul 
(BLb,  A.  Grenon),  and  at  Ft.  Canby,  Pacific 
26  Jul  (A.  Richards);  four  reports  now 
constitute  an  average  summer,  amazing 
given  that  this  species  was  virtually 
unrecorded  in  the  Region  prior  to  1990.  A 
Townsend’s  Shearwater  (P.  auricularis 
auricularis ) was  described  by  a most  expe- 
rienced observer  over  Swiftsure  Bank, 
about  28  km.  w.  of  Neah  Bay  during  late 
Jul  (tP.  Harrison);  currently,  there  are  no 
accepted  records  north  of  Baja  California 
Sur.  Notably,  this  bird  may  actually  have 
been  in  British  Columbia  waters.  Wash- 
ington’s 3rd  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  was  in 
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Pacific  sw.  of  Westport  12  Jul  (PL,  tRTS, 
tBL,  tBT);  previous  records  were  on  23 
Jul  and  6 Sep. 

Up  to  26  American  White  Pelicans 
wandered  around  the  Portland/Ridgefield 
area  throughout  the  summer  (HN),  while 
up  to  23  summered  at  ER.R.  (DDW)  and 
3 were  at  Crockett  L.,  Island  12-29  Jun  (J- 
Bettesworth,  B.  Merrick);  this  species  is  an 
erratic  wanderer  to  the  westside.  Rarely 
reported  in  the  region,  a Least  Bittern  was 
seen  at  Upper  Klamath  N.W.R.  5 jul  (C. 
Kisling),  where  they  are  perhaps  more  reg- 
ular than  perceived.  For  the  first 
spring/summer  since  1998,  no  Snowy 
Egrets  were  found  in  Washington.  There 
were  an  unusual  number  of  westside 
Black-crowned  Night  Herons  reported  this 
summer.  Two  fresh  juvs.  were  at  Tilla- 
mook during  early  Jul  (fide  C.  Roberts), 
and  3 were  on  Fir  I.,  Skagit  27  Jul  (G. 
Bletsch),  plus  single  ads.  were  near  Halsey, 
Linn  7 Jun  (T.  Janzen)  and  Portland  17 
Jun  0-  Fitchen,  IT).  The  most  recent  west- 
side  breeding  record  is  of  four  nests  in 
Portland  in  1951  (HN).  Wayward  White- 
faced Ibis  included  singles  at  Finley 
N.W.R.  1 Jun  (T.  Snetsinger,  C.  Paynter), 
Portland  6 jun  (C.  Stevenson,  IT),  and 
near  St.  Andrews,  Douglas  19  Jun  (DB); 
this  species  is  rare  in  Washington  and  w. 
Oregon,  mostly  May-Jul. 

“Stumpy,”  the  Port  Angeles  Emperor 
Goose,  was  present  to  at  least  9 Jul  when 
it  happily  feasted  on  Multi-grain  Cheerios 
(PL).  A Snow  Goose  at  Cultus  Bay,  Island 
2 Jul  was  only  the  4th  ever  for  Washing- 
ton during  summer  (TA).  The  Region’s 
2nd-ever  summer  Eurasian  Wigeon  was 
at  St.  Andrews,  Douglas  22  Jun  (tR.  Nel- 
son); strangely,  the  previous  summer 
record  was  also  from  the  eastside.  A brood 
of  Northern  Shovelers  at  O.S.  6 Jul+  was 
exceptionally  rare  for  the  outer  coast  (SM, 
DD,  PtS,  RS).  Green-winged  Teal  seemed 
unusually  numerous  on  the  westside  this 
summer,  with  a high  count  of  70  ads.  near 
Florence,  Snohomish  29  Jun  (SM,  DD,  GT) 
and  broods  located  at  Stanwood,  near  Flo- 
rence, and  at  Sunlight  Beach,  Island  (SM). 
Up  to  50  ad.  Redheads  were  at  ER.R.  dur- 
ing early  Jun  (DI),  and  following  two 
years  of  suspected  nesting,  two  broods 
were  found  there  19  Jul+  (LM,  DDW), 
providing  the  first  confirmed  breeding  record 
for  w.  Oregon.  Very  rare  breeders  on  the 
outer  coast,  Ring-necked  Ducks  once 
again  nested  at  N.S.C.B.  (TR).  Two 
Greater  Scaup,  not  annual  on  the  eastside 
during  summer,  lingered  at  Ellensburg, 
Kittitas  to  22  Jun  (SDs),  and  2 more  were 
at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  26  Jul  (MD, 
MLD).  Three  Lesser  Scaup  broods  were 
located  at  Stanwood,  Snohomish,  and  2 
were  at  Deer  Lagoon,  Island  (SM,  DD); 


this  species  is  a scarce  breeder  on  the 
westside.  A Harlequin  Duck  was  at  East 
Wentachee,  Douglas  21  Jun  (DB);  Harle- 
quins are  extremely  rare  on  the  eastside 
away  from  the  mountains  during  summer. 
A stunning  2840  Surf  Scoters  were  on 
Padilla  Bay,  Skagit  29  Jun  (SM,  DD,  GT), 
well  exceeding  last  summer’s  record  tally 
of  2180.  Equally  surprising  was  a Surf 
Scoter  at  Ft.  Okanogan  10  Jul  (SDs,  CW), 
probably  only  the  2nd  for  the  eastside 
during  summer.  A White-winged  Scoter 
on  Crump  L.,  Lake  17  Jun  was  likely  the 
first  during  summer  in  e.  Oregon  (S. 
Fein);  there  are  about  five  summer  records 
for  e.  Washington.  A Long-tailed  Duck, 
not  annual  during  summer,  was  in  the 
Siuslaw  estuary,  Lane  5 jul  (AC,  NS). 
Breeding  Buffleheads  are  not  found  annu- 
ally in  the  Region,  so  a female  with  brood 
at  Molson,  Okanogan  25  Jun-2  Jul  was 
noteworthy  (TA).  Three  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  at  Mann  L.,  Harney  1-7  jun 
(D.  Evered,  L.  Messick)  and  one  near 
Paterson,  Benton  26  Jul  (NL,  BL)  were 
unprecedented  on  the  eastside  in  summer. 

The  Osprey  colony  at  Everett  increased 
to  30  active  nests  in  mid-Jul,  but  there 
were  only  48  nestlings  (E.  Schulz);  in 
2001,  there  were  54  young  in  23  active 
nests.  A Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  Conboy 
L.,  Klickitat  29  jul  provided  Washington’s 
first  summer  record  (JE).  In  e.  Oregon, 
Red-shouldereds  have  become  annual 
during  fall,  but  summer  records  are  still 
quite  unusual,  so  one  at  Tumalo  Res., 
Deschutes  30  Jul  was  noteworthy  (HHo,  P. 
Low).  A concentration  of  50  Swainson’s 
Hawks  would  be  notable  in  Washington  at 
any  season,  but  50  feeding  on  Mormon 
Crickets  ( Anabrus  sp.)  near  Juniper 
Dunes,  Franklin  16  Jun  were  most  sur- 
prising (TA);  notably,  these  were  almost 
entirely  subads.  On  4 jun  a wayward 
Sandhill  Crane  dropped  into  a small 
grassy  opening  below  Hills  Creek  Dam  in 
e.  Lane  (DFi,  DI),  while  3 on  Sauvie  I.  7 
Jul  were  also  unseasonal  but  at  a more 
expected  locale  (D.  Bailey). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A northbound  American  Golden-Plover 
at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  1 Jun  was  only 
the  3rd  such  bird  recorded  on  the  eastside 
and  provided  the  Region  with  only  its  2nd 
Jun  record  (SM,  BF,  RTS).  A well-seen 
golden-plover  near  Florence,  Snohomish 
29  Jun  defied  identification  and  occurred 
at  a time  when  either  golden-plover  is 
quite  rare  (SM,  DD,  GT).  More  typical  was 
a Pacific  Golden-Plover  near  Florence, 
Snohomish  26  Jul  (T.  Norris,  RTS,  SM). 
Black-necked  Stilts  bred  at  F.R.R  for  the 
2nd  consecutive  year,  and  young  were  out 
of  the  nest  by  21  Jun  (B.  Hunter);  in  e. 


Washington,  stilts  again  bred  far  to  the  ne. 
in  Pend  Oreille,  with  two  pairs  at  Pend 
Oreille  Wetlands  19  Jun  (MF).  An  Ameri- 
can Avocet  at  Sammamish,  King  3 Jun  pro- 
vided a rare  westside  record  (H.  Flores). 

A late  northbound  Solitary  Sandpiper 
was  at  Chewelah,  Pend  Oreille  7 jun  (MF), 
while  a bird  at  Big  L.,  Santiam  Pass  9 Jun 
was  in  potential  breeding  habitat  (SS),  and 
an  aggressive  ad.  at  Gold  L.,  Lane  18  Jul+ 
(D.  Farrar,  HH)  was  at  a site  where  breed- 
ing was  suspected  twice  during  the  1980s. 
Southbound  Solitaries  numbered  13  from 
3 Jul  onwards,  a better-than-average  total, 
with  a maximum  of  4 near  Chewelah, 
Stevens  5 Jul  (K.  Brown).  Very  rare  in  the 
Puget  Trough,  a Wandering  Tattler  was  at 
Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  30  jul  (B.  Waggoner). 
First  found  in  May,  the  Upland  Sandpiper 
near  Spokane  remained  to  16  Jul  (JA).  A 
Whimbrel  high  in  the  Cascades  at  Wick- 
iup Res.,  Deschutes  26  Jul  was  distinctly 
out  of  place  (HHo,  J.  Moodie).  A flock  of 
15  Long-billed  Curlews  at  ER.R.  28  Jul 
was  in  the  westside  interior,  where  rare 
(NS).  Inland  Marbled  Godwits  included  2 
migrants  at  Summer  L.,  Lake  19  Jul  (DI, 
NS)  and  one  26  jul  at  ER.R.,  where  rare 
(DI,  S.  Maulding,  J.  Socolar).  Single 
Sanderlings,  not  annual  on  the  eastside 
during  summer,  were  at  Potholes  Res., 
Grant  25-27  Jul  (DSc)  and  Ochoco  Res., 
Crook  30  Jul  (CG).  A seasonal  tally  of  104 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers — from  29  jun 
onward — was  well  above  average,  at  least 
in  part  due  to  increased  coverage  in  the  n. 
Puget  Trough,  where  this  species  is  at  its 
most  numerous.  The  peak  count  was  12 
near  Florence,  Snohomish  24  Jul,  coincid- 
ing with  the  first  large  influx  of  juvs.  (SM, 
SP).  Away  from  w.  Washington,  10  Semi- 
palmateds  were  found  in  e.  Washington, 
10  in  e.  Oregon,  and  5 in  w.  Oregon.  Long 
awaited,  Oregon’s  first  White-ruinped 
Sandpiper  was  at  New  R.  mouth,  Coos  1 
Jul  (vt.  DL,  KC);  Washington’s  records 
include  2 from  late  May  and  one  from 
early  Jul.  A Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  N.S.C.B.  4 
Jun  was  about  three  weeks  late  and  pro- 
vided only  the  2nd  Regional  record  of  a 
northbound  bird  during  Jun  (TR);  11 
southbound  Baird’s,  from  15  Jul  onward, 
was  better  than  average  and  were  mostly 
juvs.  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  ER.R.  5 Jun 
was  also  about  3 weeks  late  and  provided 
Oregon’s  3rd  Jun  record  (DFi,  DI,  D. 
Arendt).  Fifteen  southbound  Pectorals 
from  17  Jul  onward  was  well  above  the 
norm.  A southbound  Dunlin  near  Corfu, 
Grant  19  Jul  provided  e.  Washington’s  2nd 
summer  record  (RH),  while  3 such  birds 
near  Florence,  Snohomish  29  Jun  (one 
remaining  to  17  Jul)  were  also  more  than 
two  months  early  (DD,  SM,  GT);  3 Dunlin 
also  summered  at  O.S.,  somewhat  typical 
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for  the  outer  coast  (D.  Norman,  SM,  DD). 
A Stilt  Sandpiper  near  Florence,  Sno- 
homish 13  Jul  provided  a very  rare  record 
of  a southbound  ad.  (G.  Aslanian).  A Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  at  N.S.C.B  7 Jul  was 
the  earliest  for  Oregon  by  over  a month 
(previous  record  13  Aug)  and  the  state’s 
first  ad.  (KC,  DL).  A Short-billed  Dow- 
itcher  at  Cold  Springs  N.W.R.,  Umatilla  16 
Jul  furnished  a very  rare  summer  eastside 
record  (CC,  JC).  Wilsons  Phalaropes 
seem  to  be  on  their  way  to  establishing 
themselves  as  a westside  breeder.  In  Ore- 
gon they  bred  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year 
at  ER.R.  and  the  4th  consecutive  year  at 
Baskett  Slough,  Polk  (DDW,  RG),  while 
TR’s  discovery  of  downy  young  at  N.S.C.B 
20  Jul  provided  a first  breeding  record  for 
Oregon’s  outer  coast.  In  Washington,  a 
male  was  guarding  2 downy  chicks  near 
Florence,  Snohomish  17  Jul  (E.  Kroese, 
SM,  DD,  SP) — only  the  2nd  w.  Washing- 
ton breeding  record  since  1975. 

A Parasitic  Jaeger,  extremely  rare  on  the 
eastside  during  summer,  was  at  School- 
house  L.,  Lake  13  Jul  (CM).  Less  unusual 
but  still  noteworthy  were  Puget  Trough 
sightings,  including  2 at  Protection  I.,  Jef- 
ferson 29  Jun  (G.  Gerdts)  and  one  at  RN.P 
4 Jul  (DW,  PW).  Only  3 Pomarine  Jaegers 
were  found  offshore.  In  contrast,  7 South 
Polar  Skuas  were  detected,  an  excellent 
summer  total.  Washington’s  first 
Franklin’s  Gull  of  the  year  was  near  Pater- 
son, Benton  26  Jul  (BL,  NL),  while  the 
westside’s  first  was  from  Sauvie  1.  30  Jul 
(IT).  Heermann’s  Gull  numbers  seemed 
up  this  summer.  Three  thousand  were  at 
Port  Angeles  25  Jul  (BN,  DW),  5000  were 
at  O. S./Westport  6 Jul  (SM,  DD),  and  5000 
were  at  Siletz  Bay,  Lincoln  during  late  Jul 
(PP);  these  are  the  Region’s  highest  tallies 
since  1994.  Two  Mew  Gulls  were  at  Deer 
Lagoon,  Island  22  Jun  (SM,  DD);  the  first 
returning  birds  usually  are  not  found  until 
early  or  mid-Jul.  About  10,000  California 
Gulls  joined  the  Heermann's  feasting  on 
anchovies  at  Siletz  Bay  during  late  Jul  (PP, 
WH).  A Herring  Gull,  very  rare  during 
summer,  was  at  O.S.  12  Jul  (tPtS). 

Six  Elegant  Terns  at  Gold  Beach,  Curry 
31  Jul  provided  the  first  Jul  record  since 
2000  (DM),  though  a number  were  found 
last  Aug.  A Forster’s  Tern,  very  rare  during 
summer  in  w.  Washington,  was  at  Deer 
Lagoon,  Island  19  Jul  (SM,  DD);  3 
Forster’s  at  FR.R.  3 Jun,  where  they  occa- 
sionally linger  during  spring  migration 
(DFi,  DI).  Black  Terns  once  again  nested 
on  the  westside  at  FR.R.  and  Baskett 
Slough,  Polk,  with  20+  pairs  at  FR.R. 
(DDW,  RG);  they  also  summered  at  Ridge- 
field, though  nesting  was  not  confirmed, 
with  up  to  6 seen  through  12  Jul  (KK). 
Two  hypoleucus  Xantus’s  Murrelets  were 


off  Westport  19  Jul,  providing  only  the  4th 
Washington  record  of  this  taxon  (tBLb); 
notably,  though,  indications  from  seabird 
researchers  is  that  S.  h.  hypoleucus  is  far 
more  regular  than  realized  off  our  shores 
( N.A.B . 56:  99).  Evidence  suggesting 
Cassin’s  Auklet  population  recovery  was 
provided  by  tallies  of  52  and  375  off  West- 
port  during  Jul.  For  the  6th  summer  out 
of  the  last  7,  Horned  Puffins  were  found 
on  the  Oregon  coast,  including  3 flybys  at 
Sea  Lion  Caves,  Lane  5 Jun  (M.  Crewe,  D. 
Pettey)  and  one  flying  past  Cape  Arago, 
Coos  19  Jul  (DI,  NS). 

Rare  in  e.  Washington,  especially  e.  of 
the  Cascades,  a Band-tailed  Pigeon  was  in 
Grant  near  Vantage,  Kittitas  15  Jun  (TA). 
A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  almost  annual 
during  early  summer  in  se.  Oregon,  was  at 
Fields,  Harney  15  Jun  (Maitreya).  Prior  to 
this  summer,  Black  Swifts  were  known  to 
breed  at  only  two  sites  in  Oregon.  This 
summer,  they  were  at  their  well-known 
Salt  Cr.  Falls,  Lane  colony  (m.  ob.),  while 
a survey  of  potential  Oregon  nest  sites 
found  birds  returning  during  evening 
hours  to  several  new  locations,  including 
Starvation  Rock  Falls  in  the  Columbia 
Gorge  and  Grotto,  Toketee,  and  Proxy 
Falls  in  the  s.  Oregon  Cascades  ( fide  B. 
Altman).  A Black-chinned  Hummingbird, 
about  the  5th  for  w.  Washington,  was  at 
Silver  Star  Mt.,  Clark  1 Jun  (WC).  An 
Anna’s  Hummingbird  was  at  East 
Wenatchee,  Douglas  26-27  Jun  (DB);  this 
species  is  still  rare  in  e.  Washington  away 
from  Klickitat.  An  ad.  male  and  female- 
type  Calliope  Hummingbird  at  Saddle  Mt. 
in  the  Oregon  Coast  Range  10  Jul 
increased  suspicion  of  local  breeding 
(MP);  this  site  has  provided  several  sum- 
mer records  since  1995.  Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbirds, not  annual  during  summer, 
were  noted  at  Chiloquin,  Klamath  5 Jun 
(W.  Stone)  and  near  Grants  Pass,  Josephine 
12  Jul  (DV).  An  ad.  male  Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  was  at  Dale,  Grant  on  8 Jul 
(MD,  MLD);  despite  frequent  mid-sum- 
mer reports  from  ne.  Oregon,  nesting  has 
not  been  confirmed.  A Boreal  Owl  was 
singing  at  Armstrong  Mt.,  Okanogan  8 Jul 
(SDs,  CW);  because  Boreal  Owls  tend  to 
be  quiet  during  midsummer,  such  records 
are  few.  A family  group  of  Williamson’s 
Sapsuckers,  unusual  w.  of  the  Cascade 
crest,  was  on  the  on  the  w.  slope  of  Mt.  Jef- 
ferson, Linn  27  Jul  (J.  Harding).  A Black- 
backed  Woodpecker,  very  rare  in  w.  Wash- 
ington, was  at  Forlorn  Lakes,  Skamania  10 
Jul  (TA);  due  to  poor  coverage,  this 
species  may  be  more  regular  than  cur- 
rently realized  in  Skamania.  An  integrade 
Red-shafted  x Yellow-shafted  Flicker  was 
again  found  in  Seattle  this  summer  on  31 
Jul  (R  Lott),  while  a bird  looking  like  a 


normal  Red-shafted  with  a red  nape  cres- 
cent was  at  Daroga  S.P.,  Douglas  6 Jun 
(DB);  flickers  displaying  phenotypic  char- 
acteristics of  Yellow-shafteds  are  very  rare 
during  summer. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Least  Flycatcher  numbers  continue  to 
increase.  This  summer  at  least  4 were 
found  in  Oregon  and  14  in  Washington,  if 
one  includes  a pair  of  tardy  reports  from 
late  May.  Most  of  Washington’s  Leasts 
were  singing  on  territory  along  the  e. 
slope  of  the  Cascades  or  in  the  adjacent 
Columbia/Okanogan  River  valleys. 
Another  territorial  bird  was  at  Pend 
Oreille  Wetlands  (MF).  Apparent 
migrants  included  singles  at  Indian 
Canyon,  Spokane  25  May  (JA),  Turnbull 
N.W.R.,  Spokane  31  May  (M.  Frobe), 
Ringold,  Franklin  8 Jun  (RTS,  BF,  DSc, 
SM),  and  Eloika  Lake  Rd.,  Spokane  12Jun 
(JA,  WH).  In  Oregon,  likely  migrants  were 
near  Black  Butte  Ranch  8 Jun  (WG), 
Frenchglen,  Harney  8 Jun  (AC),  and 
Burns  Junction,  Harney  9 Jun  (AC).  More 
unusual  was  a Least  apparently  on  terri- 
tory at  Upper  Klamath  L.  3 Jul+  (SS),  but 
the  prize  for  most  unusual  Least  Fly- 
catcher goes  to  one  on  the  westside,  where 
still  very  rare,  at  Fortson  Mill  Ponds,  Sno- 
homish 26  Jun  (DD,  SP).  The  Cordilleran 
Flycatcher  at  Chewelah,  Pend  Oreille 
remained  on  territory  through  25  Jun 
(MF).  The  ongoing  range  expansion  of 
Black  Phoebes  was  evidenced  by  prospect- 
ing birds  at  Brownsville,  Linn  10  Jul  (JF) 
and  Winchester,  Douglas  27  Jul  (D&A 
Heyerly),  while  a pair  nested  for  the  2nd 
straight  year  near  Dayton,  Yamhill , fledg- 
ing a single  chick  around  18  Jun  (FS).  A 
Black  Phoebe  at  Malheur  17  Jun  provided 
an  extremely  rare  eastside  summer  record 
(L.  Redmond).  A Say’s  Phoebe,  extremely 
rare  during  summer  on  the  westside,  was 
at  Gearhart,  Clatsop  19  Jun  (S.  Warner). 
An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Orondo, 
Douglas  16  Jun  was  somewhat  n.  of  that 
species’  usual  breeding  range  (DB).  A Red- 
eyed Vireo,  a scarce  breeder  on  the  w. 
Olympic  Pen.,  was  at  L.  Quinault,  Grays 
Harbor  20  Jul  (CW). 

Western  Scrub-Jays  continued  to 
expand  their  range.  An  ad.  with  young  at 
Hoquiam,  Grays  Harbor  6 Jul  extended 
the  Washington  breeding  range  25-30  km 
westward  (DD,  SM),  while  the  wayward 
bird  at  Lumini  I.,  Whatcom  remained  to  at 
least  mid-Jun  (C.  Blake);  to  the  east,  a 
scrub-jay  at  Yakima,  Yakima  13  Jul  added 
to  that  county’s  rapidly  growing  list  of 
records  (SDs).  In  w.  Oregon,  Tillamook  is 
the  only  county  without  regularly  occur- 
ring scrub-jays,  but  that  might  be  chang- 
ing, as  singles  were  noted  in  Tillamook 





and  on  Mt.  Hebo  during  Jul  (B.  Wood- 
house).  Bank  Swallows  seem  to  be  rapidly 
increasing  their  westside  range.  A colony 
of  100  near  Concrete,  Skagit  17  Jul  (TA) 
was  the  largest  ever  in  w.  Washington, 
while  the  Auburn,  King  colony  hosted  45 
birds  4 Jul  (CW);  3 more  Banks  near  Nah- 
cotta.  Pacific  6 Jul  provided  an  extremely 
rare  record  for  Washington’s  outer  coast 
0-  Gilligan).  The  plumbeus  Bushtit  flock 
near  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  still  had  10+ 
birds  5 Jul  (T.  Pieper);  who  knows  how 
long  these  birds  have  been  there? 

It  was  an  exceptional  year  for  westside 
Rock  Wrens,  with  reports  from  numerous 
mid-elevation  clearcuts,  rock  outcrop- 
pings, and  dam  faces  in  the  Cascades  and 
the  Coast  Range.  Two  ads.  accompanying 
a recent  fledgling  at  Tamarack  Quarry  29 
Jul  provided  Clackamas’s  first  breeding 
record  (ES,  NW).  Rock  Wrens  were  also 
noted  in  w.  Oregon  at  Larch  Mtn.,  Mult- 
nomah (IT)  and  Hills  Creek  Dam,  Lane 
(NS)  and  in  sw.  Washington  at  Silver  Star 
Mt.,  Little  Baldy,  and  Siouxon  Peak  (WC, 
M.  Miller,  C.  Chappell).  A Bewick’s  Wren 
was  near  Elgin,  Union  21  Jun,  where  they 
are  unknown  as  breeders  (TB).  Oregon’s 
first  Sedge  Wren,  found  at  N.S.C.B  30 
May,  was  last  seen  10  Jul  (TR).  Washing- 
ton’s 8th  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  returned 
for  its  2nd  summer  to  Hardy  Canyon, 
Yakima  10  Jun-3  Jul  (R.  Repp,  ph.  DG); 
once  again,  its  determined  singing  failed 
to  attract  a mate.  Veeries  were  again  found 
at  their  only  westside  nesting  spot,  the 
County  Line  Ponds,  Whatcom , with  2 
singing  males  on  11  Jun  and  a pair  carry- 
ing food  26  Jun  (S.  Terry,  TA).  A Swain- 
son’s  Thrush  near  the  W.W.R.D.  17  Jun 
was,  apparently,  an  exceptionally  delayed 
northbound  migrant  (NL,  H.  Browers); 
this  species  is  a scarce  migrant  in  the 
Columbia  Basin,  with  most  northbound 
migrants  passing  through  in  late 
May/early  Jun.  Two  Mountain  Bluebirds 
were  at  Deer  Pk.,  Olympic  N.P  26  Jun 
(BN);  Mountain  Bluebirds  bred  in  the 
Olympics  as  recently  as  the  1940s  but  are 
thought  to  have  since  been  extirpated 
there  as  breeders.  A Gray  Catbird  at  Little 
Deschutes  Crossing,  Klamath  2 Jun  was 
far  removed  from  known  Oregon  breeding 
sites  (H.  Lown)  but  follows  a pattern  of 
increasing  reports  from  the  Deschutes 
Basin.  Five  Northern  Mockingbirds  this 
summer  was  about  average,  with  singles  at 
ER.R.  24  Jun  (A.  Reid),  N.S.C.B.  21  Jun 
(T.  Snetsinger),  Tatoosh  I.,  Clallam  14-16 
Jun  (B.  Paine,  T.  Wootton)  and  2 near 
Coville,  Stevens  6 Jun  ( fide  K.  Duemrose). 
Washington’s  7th  Brown  Thrasher  was  at 
Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  2 Jun  (tBT,  TBLb); 
there  were  only  3 Washington  records 
prior  to  1999. 


Thick-billed  Fox  Sparrows  are  known  to  breed  well  n.  along  Oregon's  Cascades,  and  birds  likely  of  this  group  have 
been  found  breeding  almost  to  the  Washington  border,  but  none  had  been  convincingly  described  from  Washing- 
ton. On  5 Jul,  BT  and  RTS  found  3 birds  that  looked  and  called  like  Thick-billed  Fox  Sparrows  at  Columbia  Hills,  Klickitat. 
This  report  prompted  WC  to  reveal  that  he  had  3 such  birds  at  the  Monte  Carlo  Mts.,  Skamania  7 Jun  1998.  He  returned  to 
that  spot  on  13  Jul  this  year  and  again  found  one  there.  Apparently,  the  range  of/5./,  megarh/ncha  extends  into  Washing- 
ton, but  how  far  and  how  long  have  they  been  there? 


Washington’s  16th  Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler was  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  1 Jun 
(ph.  BF,  vt.  SM).  In  Oregon,  where  there 
are  40+  records  of  Chestnut-sideds,  sin- 
gles were  at  Malheur  1 Jun  (TB)  and  Lost 
L.  27  Jun-7  Jul,  a Linn  first  (RG).  A Myr- 
tle Warbler  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  2 Jun 
provided  Washington’s  4th  summer 
record  (BT,  Bib);  equally  rare  was  one  in 
Oregon’s  Coast  Range  in  n.  Douglas  6 Jun 
(RH).  A Black- throated  Gray  Warbler, 
very  rare  in  far  e.  Washington,  was  at  Dav- 
enport, Lincoln  6 Jun  (JA).  Washington’s 
2nd  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was 
singing  near  Vantage,  Kittitas  14  Jun  (TA. 
Davis).  Two  male  American  Redstarts  at 
County  Line  Ponds,  Whatcom  11  Jun  (S. 
Terry)  and  a pair  carrying  food  at  County 
Line  Ponds,  Skagit  26  Jun  (TA)  were  at 
traditional  westside  nesting  locations, 
while  singles  at  Brookings,  Curry  15  Jul 
and  Creswell,  Lane  27  Jun  clearly  were 
lost  (P.  Hicks,  S.  Nelson).  Breeding  likely 
took  place  in  e.  Oregon,  where  pairs  sum- 
mered at  Upper  Klamath  L.  (M.A. 
Sohlstrom)  and  along  Indian  Ford  Cr., 
Deschutes  (HHo).  A window-killed  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  at  Cape  Meares  Village 
16  Jun  was  a Tillamook  first  and  about  the 
9th  for  Oregon  (M.Tweelinckx);  most  pre- 
vious records  were  Aug-Oct.  Two  Oven- 
birds  this  summer  was  about  average, 
with  singles  at  Malheur  8 Jun  (AC)  and 
near  Florence,  Lane  10  Jun  (K.  Hollinga). 
Wayward  Northern  Waterthrushes  were  at 
Ft.  Klamath  10  Jun  (Klamath  Bird  Obser- 
vatory) and  Lost  L.,  Linn  14  Jun+  (W. 
Weber);  the  latter  bird  was  in  high  breed- 
ing condition  when  banded  11  Jul  (SD). 

Washington  Green-tailed  Towhees 
included  one  at  Biscuit  Ridge,  Walla  Walla 

15  Jun  (BL,  NL),  2 at  Wenatchee  Guard 
Station,  Asotin  21  Jun  (MD,  MLD,  M. 
Willison),  and  3 at  a new  site,  Sunset  Pt., 
Garfield  19  Jun  (MD,  MLD,  B.  Dowdy);  in 
Washington,  this  species  is  only  known 
from  a handful  of  sites  in  the  Blue  Mts.  A 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  Sucia  L,  San  Juan 

16  Jun  provided  w.  Washington’s  4th  sum- 
mer record  (R.  Rogers),  and  for  the  3rd 
consecutive  summer,  Clay-coloreds  were 
found  in  e.  Washington,  with  singles  near 
Espanola,  Spokane  1 Jun  (WH,  JA)  and 
near  Molson,  Okanogan  2 Jul  (PL).  A Ves- 
per Sparrow  at  Bayocean  Spit  6 Jul  was 
rare  for  Tillamook  at  any  season  but  even 
less  expected  during  midsummer  (IT). 


A White-throated  Sparrow  at  Wapato, 
Yakima  17  May-9  Jun  furnished  Washing- 
ton’s 3rd  summer  record  and  the  first  since 
1973  (A.&E.  Stepniewski).  Rather  late  were 
Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrows  at  Win- 
dust  Park,  Franklin  1 Jun  (BLb,  BF,  SM,  RTS, 
M.  Roening)  and  Ringold,  Franklin  8 Jun 
(BF,  RTS,  DSc,  SM).  The  Region’s  7th  sum- 
mer Lapland  Longspur  was  at  O.S.  12  Jul 
(PtS,  RS);  interestingly,  only  one  of  these 
was  prior  to  1999.  Returning  back  to  “nor- 
mal” numbers,  5 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  noted  in  Oregon  and  one  was  in  Wash- 
ington at  Seattle  1 Jun  0-  Engle).  Only  2 
Tricolored  Blackbirds  were  still  at  their  only 
known  Washington  nesting  site,  Wilson 
Creek,  Grant  5 Jun  (TA),  but  one  at  St. 
Andrews  22  Jun  provided  a first  Douglas 
record  (TR.  Nelson).  In  w.  Oregon,  a Tricol- 
ored at  ER.R  13  Jul  was  the  3rd  for  this  loca- 
tion and  Lane  (JS).  The  season’s  only  Great- 
tailed Grackle  was  at  Malheur  3 Jun  (TB).  A 
Pine  Grosbeak  at  Arbuckle  Mt.  17  Jun  was  a 
Wheeler  first  (M&MLD).  The  Regions  only 
sighting  of  the  peripatetic  White-winged 
Crossbill  was  of  2 at  Salmo  Mt.,  Pend  Oreille 
19  Jul  (BW). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jim  Acton,  Tom  Aversa  (WA), 
David  Beaudette,  Diane  Bednarz  (Skagit), 
Trent  Bray,  Wilson  Cady,  Kathy  Castelein, 
Alan  Contreras,  Craig  Corder,  Judy  Corder, 
Merry  Lynn  Denny,  Mike  Denny,  Don 
DeWitt  (DDW),  Steve  Dowlan  (SD),  Scott 
Downes  (SDs),  Dennis  Duffy,  Joe  Engler 
(Clark),  David  Fix  (DFi),  Jeff  Fleischer, 
Bob  Flores,  Mike  Force,  Chuck  Gates 
(Crook),  Roy  Gerig,  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg  Gill- 
son,  Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima),  Wink 
Gross,  Warren  Hall,  Hendrik  Herlyn, 
Randy  Hill,  Wayne  Hoffman,  Howard  Hor- 
vath (HHo),  Matt  Hunter  (OR),  Ken  Knil- 
tle,  Bruce  LaBar  (BLb),  Bill  LaFramboise 
(lower  Columbia  Basin),  Nancy  LaFram- 
boise, David  Lauten,  Paul  Lehman,  Larry 
McQueen,  Tom  Mickel  (Lane),  Craig 
Miller,  Don  Munson,  Harry  Nehls  (OR), 
Bob  Norton  (Olympic  Pen.),  Michael  Pat- 
terson, Phil  Pickering,  Steve  Pink,  Tim 
Rodenkirk  (sw.  Oregon),  Doug 
Schonewald  (DSc),  Ryan  T.  Shaw  (RTS), 
Floyd  Shrock,  Stephen  Shunk,  Elmer 
Specht,  Noah  Strycker,  Patrick  Sullivan 
(PtS),  Ruth  Sullivan,  Greg  Toffic,  Iain  Tom- 
linson, Dennis  Vroman,  Doug  Watkins,  Pip 
Watkins,  Bob  Woodley,  Charlie  Wright.  O 
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Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Herons  to  Shorebirds) 
499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@att.net) 

Steven  A.  Glover 

(Doves  to  Wrentit) 
6256  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568 

(Sgloverccc@aol.com) 

Luke  W.  Cole 

(Thrashers  to  Finches) 
561  Hill  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(luke@igc.org) 

Scott  B.  Terrill 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 
H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 
3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 
San  Jose,  California  95118 
(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 


Most  summer  reports  we  received 
were  short,  with  few  notable  rar- 
ities. McCormick  reported  a 
“noticeable  drop  in  the  number  of  passer- 
ines” at  six  banding  stations  in  the  High 
Sierra  and  hypothesized  that  heavy  April 
rain  and  snow  had  affected  early  nesters. 
Subregional  editors  reported  “slim  sum- 
mer lists”  of  vagrants,  and  many  observers 
reported  not  seeing  expected  nesting  birds 
in  historical  breeding  locations.  Whether 
this  is  an  isolated  phenomenon  this  sum- 
mer, or  a disturbing  trend,  remains  to  be 


Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithol- 
ogy Lab);  C.B.R.C.  (California  Bird 
Records  Committee);  C.P.  (County  Park); 
C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacra- 
mento)i;  C.V.  (Central  Valley);  El.  (South- 
east Farallon  1.,  San  Francisco );  N.S. 
(National  Seashore);  O.S.P.  (Open  Space 
Preserve);  P.R.B.O.  (Point  Reyes  Bird 
Observatory);  R.P.  (Regional  Park);  R.S. 
(Regional  Shoreline);  S.B.  (State  Beach); 
S.E  (San  Francisco);  S.R.  (State  Reserve); 
U.C.  (University  of  California);  W.A. 
(Wildlife  Area). 

Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  submit- 
ted without  documentation  are  normally 
not  published.  The  Regional  Editors  will 
forward  documentation  for  C.B.R.C. 
review  species  to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary, 
P.O.  Box  275,  Imperial  Beach,  CA  91933. 


Banded  birds  on  El.  should  be  credited  to 
Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory  and  those 
banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  Big  Sur 
Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana  Wilder- 
ness Society. 

LOONS  THROUGH  PELICANS 

A breeding-plunraged  Common  Loon  on 
the  Modoc  Plateau,  Modoc  1 Jul  (BED, 
TDM)  was  unusual  both  for  the  date  and 
the  location.  This  species  formerly  bred  in 
small  numbers  in  the  ne.  portion  of  the 
Region,  but  has  been  extirpated  as  a 
breeder.  Two  nesting  pairs  of  Clark’s 
Grebes  represented  the  first  documented 
breeding  in  Yolo  (JKn).  Scarce  in  summer, 
2 Laysan  Albatrosses  were  near  Cordell 
Bank,  Marin  20  (LTer  et  al.)  & 26  Jul  (RAR 
et  al.);  119  Black-footed  Albatrosses  near 
the  Bank  20  Jul  (SBT  et  al.)  was  the  high 
count  for  the  period.  A single  Wilsons 
Storm-Petrel  near  Cordell  Bank,  Marin  20 
Jul  (SBT  et  al.)  appeared  at  a location 
where  this  species  is  now  annual  in  sum- 
mer and  fall.  Typically  a deepwater  species 
in  this  Region,  an  injured  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrel  was  inland  at  Carmel,  Monterey  2 Jul 
(CHo).  An  Ashy  Storm-Petrel  was  mist- 
netted  at  night  at  Ano  Nuevo  I.,  San  Mateo 
23  Jun  (GJS).  This  species  has  not  been 
recorded  breeding  there  but  may  be 
exploring  the  island  as  a potential  breeding 
site.  The  entire  global  population  (esti- 
mated at  just  10,000  birds)  breeds  on  only 
a few  islands  off  California,  so  an  addi- 
tional breeding  site  would  be  a positive 
development.  The  158  American  White 
Pelicans  at  the  Napa-Sonoma  Marshes 
W.A.,  Napa  22  Jul  (RLCL,  BiG)  were  all 
imms.,  indicating  a productive  year  for  this 
species. 

BITTERNS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

A recently  fledged  American  Bittern  at 
Shollenberger  Park  2-6  Jul  (Ron  Storey, 
ph.  BDy)  would,  if  hatched  locally,  repre- 
sent the  first  breeding  record  for  Sonoma ; 
ad.  birds  had  been  noted  earlier  in  the  sea- 
son. A surprise,  both  for  the  coastal  loca- 
tion and  the  season,  was  another  American 
Bittern  flying  along  Hwy  1 e.  of  Lombardi 
Cr.,  Santa  Cruz  (Bonnie  S.  Bedzin).  Three 
vocal  Least  Bitterns  were  found  at  two 
locations  n.  of  Davis,  Yolo  12  Jun  into  Aug 
(AEn,  SCH,  JCS).  Another  Least  Bittern  w. 
of  Lincoln  14-17  Jun  was  the  3rd  for 
Placer  (EP,  ClH,  DCa).  The  only  Little  Blue 
Heron  reported  was  an  ad.  25  Jun-15  Jul 
in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  (Clyde  Morris,  m. 
ob.).  The  Cattle  Egret  nest  found  last  sea- 
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son  at  the  Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  held  2 
fledglings  9 jun  (RJR).  At  least  2 White- 
faced Ibis  apparently  summered  in  S.E  Bay, 
with  sporadic  observations  of  up  to  2 in 
Alviso,  Santa  Clara  9 jun-29  Jul  (RWR,  FV, 
RWR,  MJM,  MMR,  AME,  Dean  Manley) 
and  one  nearby  in  Fremont,  Alameda  22 
Jun  (MMR).  This  species  attempted  to 
breed  in  the  now-defunct  Alviso  heronry 
in  1991  and  1992,  so  breeding  at  an 
unknown  location  is  a possibility.  Other 
coastal  reports  this  season  included  one  at 
Areata  Marsh,  Humboldt  26  Jun  (Linda 
Long)  and  3 in  bayside  marshes  in  Napa 
10  Jul  (CLo). 

Summering  Brant  were  reported  widely 
from  three  coastal  counties.  One  inland  22 
Jun-4  Jul  at  Mono  Lake  C.P.,  Mono  (m.  ob.) 
was  much  less  expected.  Single  male 
Eurasian  Wigeons  summered  on  outer 
Guadalupe  Slough,  Santa  Clara  30  May 
into  Aug  (MMR,  MJM,  WGB;  injured  right 
wing)  and  at  Zmudowski  S.B.,  Monterey  15 
Jun  (Craig  Hunter;  moved  from  Moonglow 
Dairy);  both  birds  constituted  2nd  sum- 
mering records  for  their  respective  coun- 
ties. Ad.  male  Blue-winged  Teal  at  the 
Sanger  and  Fresno  W.T.P.s,  Fresno  11  & 26 
Jun,  respectively,  were  from  a part  of  the 
Region  where  rarely  reported,  especially  in 
summer  (JND).  Northern  Shovelers  were 
found  breeding  at  two  bayside  locations  in 
San  Mateo  7 & 12  Jun  (MMR,  RSTh)  and  at 
the  C.R.P.  {]'!>•),  the  latter  being  the  first 
breeding  record  for  the  preserve.  Nesting 
Redheads  are  apparently  on  the  increase  in 
Yolo,  with  breeding  noted  at  several  loca- 
tions ( fide  CCo).  Ring-necked  Ducks  were 
reported  in  Jun  in  Mendocino  (CEV)  and 
Santa  Clara  (Leda  Beth  Gray,  David  Drake), 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding  was  noted. 
Multiple  broods  of  Lesser  Scaup  were 
found  again  in  bayside  areas  of  both  Santa 
Clara  (MMR)  and  Alameda  (RJR)  18  & 27 
Jul.  A female  Harlequin  Duck  was  again 
found  along  the  Merced  R.  in  Yosemite 
N.P..  Mariposa  7 Jun  (Sue  & jerry  James), 
but  no  follow-up  search  was  made  to  con- 
firm breeding  as  last  year.  The  apparently 
resident  male  Harlequin  Duck  continued  at 
Coyote  Pt,  San  Mateo  6-28  Jun  (RSTh  et 
ah).  An  imm.  White-winged  Scoter  at  Ft. 
Point,  S.F.  11  jul  (PSar)  was  unseasonal. 
Summering  Long-tailed  Ducks  included  an 
ad.  male  at  FI.  3 jul- 1 Aug  (PR.B.O.)  and  a 
continuing  female  at  the  Pajaro  R.  mouth 
into  Aug  in  both  Santa  Cruz  and  Monterey 
(Ryan  DiGaudio,  Carlton  R.  Eyster,  RgW, 
Lois  Goldfrank).  A brood  of  Ruddy  Ducks 
at  the  Ukiah  W.T.E  8 Jun  and  a nest  there 
15  Jun  were  only  the  2nd  and  3rd  breeding 
records  for  Mendocino. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Ospreys  again  nested  at  the  s.  end  of  Mare 
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1.,  Solano,  with  2 birds  fledging  from  each 
of  two  nests  9 jun  (Wally  NeVille,  RLCL). 
A suburban  Cooper’s  Hawk  nest  with 
young  in  Watsonville  12  Jun  (BMMo)  was 
the  first  such  nesting  in  Santa  Cruz, 
despite  such  behavior  now  being  com- 
monplace in  nearby  Santa  Clara  and 
Alameda.  At  least  4 Swainson’s  Hawks 
found  s.  of  Napa  12-22  Jul  (SAG  et  al.) 
were  the  first  documented  for  Napa.  Mon- 
terey's ad.  male  Zone-tailed  Hawk  contin- 
ued to  grace  the  lower  Carmel  Valley  6 Jun 
& 8 Jul  (Eric  & Christine  Jones,  tSFB). 
Ferruginous  Hawks  nested  successfully  for 
the  2nd  year  in  a row  at  an  undisclosed 
location  in  e.  Siskiyou  (Trent  Seager). 

Yellow  Rails  were  heard  again  at  the 
same  two  sites  frequented  last  summer.  Up 
to  2 were  heard  near  Mt.  Shasta,  Siskiyou  2 
Jun-29  Jul  (ADB,  RE,  m.  ob.),  and  a single 
bird  was  heard  r.e.  of  Ft.  Bidwell,  Modoc  24 
May-28  Jun  (SAG,  m.  ob.).  Twenty  Black 
Rails  heard  at  Mare  I.,  Solano  6 Jun  consti- 
tuted the  highest  count  ever  for  the  W. 
Magazine  Marshes  (RLCL,  Wally  NeVille). 

An  American  Golden-Plover  at  the  s. 
jetty  of  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  25-30 
Jun  was  hard  to  characterize  (SMcA, 
KGR).  On  the  heels  of  the  first  record  this 
spring,  Butte's  2nd  Pacific  Golden-Plover 
was  near  Nelson  16  jun  (JMHu).  Another 
was  seen  at  the  Huichica  Cr.  Unit  of  the 
Napa-Sonoma  Marshes  W.A.,  Napa  7 Jun 
(RLCL,  Larry  Kent).  Inland  Snowy  Plovers 
included  a high  count  of  52  at  the  s.  end  of 
Goose  L.,  Modoc  23  Jun  (PJM,  FrT;  known 
breeding  location),  up  to  3 at  the  Modesto 
W.T.E,  Stanislaus  29-31  Jul  (JUG),  and  9 
at  the  Los  Banos  W.T.E,  Merced  24  Jul 
(KW). 

American  Avocets  bred  successfully  at 
the  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  8-28 
jun  (Don  Wattenbarger,  MWa).  A pair 
with  3 chicks  at  the  confluence  of  Wat- 
sonville and  Struve  Sloughs  21  Jun  (RgW) 
confirmed  a rare  breeding  attempt  by  this 
species  in  Santa  Cruz.  Solitary  Sandpipers 
were  found  at  the  C.R.P.  25  Jul  (JTr), 
Calero  Res.,  Santa  Clara  30  jul  (Ann 
Verdi),  and  the  Modesto  W.T.P.,  Stanislaus 
30-31  jul  (JSL,  jLx).  A basic-plumaged 
Wandering  Tattler  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San 
Mateo  14  Jun  (PJM)  was  unexpected;  fall 
migrants  do  not  return  until  mid-Jul.  Also 
out  of  place  were  110  Long-billed  Curlews 
at  the  Rush  Cr.  delta  at  Mono  L.,  Mono  21 
Jun  (Debbie  House).  Lingering  or  sum- 
mering Black  Turnstones  were  found  both 
at  Bean  Hollow  S.B.,  San  Mateo  13  Jun 
(DLSu;  one  in  basic  plumage)  and  at  Pt. 
Pinos,  Monterey  8-9  Jun  (DR,  BjW,  DSg  et 
al;  5 in  basic  or  partial  alternate  plumage). 
Five  Red  Knots  on  Coyote  Slough  26  jun, 
again  including  a mix  of  birds  in  basic  and 
partial  alternate  plumage  (MMR,  MJM), 


represented  the  first  Jun  record  for  Santa 
Clara  and  one  of  fewer  than  a dozen 
records  of  summering  knots  in  the  Region. 

The  only  inland  Sanderling  reported 
was  a molting  ad.  at  the  Modesto  W.T.E, 
Stanislaus  28  Jul  (JHG).  Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  numbers  were  well  down  from 
last  year,  with  only  3 ads.  15-28  Jul  (JKn, 
WGB)  and  2+  juvs.  26-30  jul  (DFx,  JCP, 
MJM,  AME)  reported.  Single  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers were  found  in  Yolo  12  & 14  Jul 
(SCH,  JKn),  4 were  in  Humboldt  17  Jul 
(Vanessa  Loverti),  and  single  ads.  were  in 
Santa  Cruz  21  jul  (DLSu)  and  Santa  Clara 
30  Jul  (MMR,  MJM).  The  only  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  was  at  Goose  L.  Modoc  29  Jul 
(KW).  Summer  Dunlin  included  birds  in 
Humboldt  30  Jun  (EE;  basic)  & 8 Jul 
(KGR),  San  Mateo  26Jul  (RSTh;  alternate), 
and  2 in  Santa  Clara  26  Jun  (MMR,  MJM; 
basic  and  injured  alternate).  A surprising 
early  Red  Phalarope  was  inland  at  Mono 
L.,  Mono  22  Jul  (Debbie  House). 

LARIDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Relatively  scarce  in  summer,  single  South 
Polar  Skuas  were  near  Cordell  Bank,  Marin 
20  & 26  jul  (LTer  et  al,  RAR  et  al).  The 
only  Franklin’s  Gull  reported  during  the 
period  was  a northbound  ad.  off  Pigeon 
Pt.,  San  Mateo  13  Jun  (RSTh).  The  isolated 
Heermann’s  Gull  colony  at  Robert’s  L., 
Monterey  was  successful  this  year  (DR, 

RC)  after  two  years  of  failure  (2001,  2002) 
that  followed  two  successful  years  (1999,  : 

2000).  Unusual  in  the  Sierra  Nevada,  espe- 
cially in  summer,  were  2 subad.  Herring 
Gulls  at  Tenaya  L.,  Mariposa  (MaB). 
Another  was  present  on  the  coast  1 Jun-16  I 
Jul  at  Pillar  Pt.,  San  Mateo  (AJ).  Least  Terns 
were  well  represented  in  the  North  Bay 
region,  where  typically  scarce.  At  the 
Napa-Sonoma  Marshes  W.A.,  Napa,  6,  21 
(a  high  count  for  Napa),  and  8 were 
reported  6,  12,  & 22  jul,  respectively 
(Larry  Kent,  RLCL,  BiG),  and  5 were  at  the 
Can  Duck  Club,  Napa  15  Jul  (Scott  j 
Demers  et  al.).  Farther  n.  and  coastal,  an 
ad.  Least  Tern  at  MacKerricher  S.E  25  jul 
(tDT)  was  a first  for  Mendocino.  This 
species  once  again  nested  successfully  at 
the  C.V.  location  near  Kettleman  City, 
Kings,  where  a pair  fledged  a single  chick 
(JSy).  Continuing  their  push  n.,  a Black 
Skimmer  was  at  Knight  L,  Solano  16  jul 
(Scott  Demers  et  al.).  High  counts  of  Xan- 
tus’s  and  Craveri’s  Murrelets  in  Monterey 
Bay,  both  on  25  Jul,  were  12  and  4,  respec- 
tively (ShJ).  A record  123  pairs  of  Rhinoc- 
eros Auklets  bred  on  Ano  Nuevo  I.,  San 
Mateo  (J. Thayer). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A vagrant  White-winged  Dove  near 
Pescadero,  San  Mateo  14  Jun  (RSTh)  pro- 
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Ivided  a rare  Jun  record.  Migrant  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos  are  rarely  detected  in  the 
Region,  so  singles  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  4 Jun  (B.S.O.L.;  banded)  and  El. 
10  Jun  (P.R.B.O.)  were  noteworthy.  A 
Greater  Roadrunner  at  the  Carmel  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  29  Jun  was  the  first  at 
that  well-worked  locale  “in  decades” 
(Mike  Tyner).  First  mentioned  in  spring, 
Fresno's  two  Great  Gray  Owl  nests  near 
Shaver  L.  each  produced  2 young  that  were 
present  near  the  nests  at  least  into  late  Jun 
(JND).  Observers  in  Santa  Cruz  once  again 
thoroughly  surveyed  all  of  that  county’s 
historical  Black  Swift  nest  sites.  Though 
the  number  of  sightings  was  up  over  last 
year,  there  was  once  again  no  solid  nesting 
evidence  found  (DLSu,  m.  ob.);  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years,  an  occupied  nest 
was  discovered  15  Jun  at  the  traditional 
site  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San  Mateo  (GJS). 
Flocks  of  8 at  Takopah  Falls,  Sequoia  N.P., 
Tulare  6 Jun  (SAG)  and  3 in  Kings  R. 
Canyon,  Fresno  26  Jun  (JND,  SRv)  were 
thought  to  be  at  new  locations. 

The  status  of  Broad-tailed  Humming- 
birds in  the  Region  away  from  breeding 
sites  is  poorly  understood,  and  few  records 
are  ever  documented.  This  summer,  we 
received  four  reports:  one  banded  at  Lee 
Vining  Cr.,  Mono  7 Jul  (River  Gates);  a 
female  11  Jul  at  Ft.  Bidwell,  Modoc  (JSL);  a 
well-described  ad.  male  near  Prather  25  Jul 
(tJND;  Fresno’s  first);  and  one  at  N.  Lake 
Tahoe  29  Jul  (David  Lukas;  Placer’s  first). 
Numerous  Pileated  Woodpecker  sightings 
from  San  Mateo,  Santa  Clara,  and  Santa 
Cruz  indicated  continued  expansion  of 
this  species’  range  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mts. 
(WGB,  DLSu,  RSTh,  m.  ob.). 

A singing  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  at 
Sacramento,  Sacramento  22  Jun  (JML  et 
ah).  There  are  only  five  accepted  records 
for  the  Region.  A singing  Least  Flycatcher 
near  Chester  24-25  Jun  (tGabe  Martinez 
et  al.;  first  for  Plumas ) may  have  been  a late 
vagrant,  but  one  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Van  Duzen  R.  and  the  Eel  R.,  Flumboldt  2 
Jul  (ITMcK)  was  on  a nest!  This  is  appar- 
ently just  the  2nd  documented  nesting  for 
California.  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  Crissy 
Field  2 Jun  was  just  the  2nd  for  S.F. 
(tPSar).  Vagrant  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  at 
Rush  Cr.,  Mono  3 Jun  (Chris  McCreedy) 
and  Skyline  Ridge  O.S.P.,  San  Mateo  29  Jul 
(DLSu).  Easterns  at  potential  breeding 
sites  included  one  near  Eagleville,  Modoc 
23  Jun  (PJM,  FrT)  and  a pair  at  the  now 
traditional  site  on  Lava  Lakes  Ranch, 
Siskiyou  through  at  least  25  Jul  (RE).  A 
singing  Yellow-throated  Vireo  at  Lanphere 
Dunes  7-13  Jun  was  just  the  4th  for  Hum- 
boldt (EE,  CJR,  KGR,  MWa  et  al.;  banded). 
Four  vagrant  Red-eyed  Vireos  were 
detected:  Mt.  Davidson,  S.F.  6 Jun  (PSar); 


Orick,  Humboldt  9-11  Jun  (KI,  DFx);  outer 
Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  10  Jun  (RS);  and  EI. 
10-13  Jun  (RR.B.O.). 

A wayward  Yellow-billed  Magpie 
reached  the  coast  near  Jenner,  Sonoma  19 
Jul  (DN).  Though  the  origins  of  recent 
reports  from  S.F  and  San  Mateo  are  cer- 
tainly open  to  debate,  records  such  as  this 
likely  pertain  to  post-breeding  wanderers 
rather  than  escapees.  A flock  of  100  Com- 
mon Ravens  near  Fresno,  Fresno  11  Jun 
was  a large  flock  for  the  summer  away 
from  a food  source  such  as  a dump  (JND). 
A pair  of  Purple  Martins  with  3 fledglings 
near  Davis  during  Jun  provided  Yolo’s  first 
breeding  record  (SCH).  Tree  Swallows  are 
unknown  as  breeders  near  the  Santa  Clara 
bayshore,  so  four  sightings  7 Jun-9  Jul, 
including  a copulating  pair  near  Mountain 
View  7 Jun  (WGB),  were  intriguing.  The 
spring  report  of  the  demise  of  Monterey’s 
only  Bank  Swallow  colony  was  apparently 
exaggerated.  A later  check  of  the  San 
Lorenzo  R.  colony  turned  up  25-30  birds, 
which  is  fewer  than  usual  but  preferable  to 
extirpation  (J&HBa).  A White-breasted 
Nuthatch  at  Nisene  Marks  S.P.  5 Jun 
(Tonya  Haff)  provided  an  extremely  rare 
breeding  season  record  for  Santa  Cruz.  A 
Hermit  Thrush  seen  and  heard  at  the 
C.R.P.  14  Jul  was  a remarkable  summer 
find  for  the  C.V  floor  (Jeanne  Hammond). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  unprecedented  4 summer  Gray  Cat- 
birds included  a first  for  Modoc  19  Jun-14 
Jul  at  New  Pine  Cr.  (Steve  Huckabone,  JSL, 
JLx),  one  reported  without  details  from 
Humboldt  13-14  Jun,  a singing  bird  near 
Davis,  Yolo  12-15  Jun  (Andrew  Engilis,  m. 
ob.),  and  one  at  the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey 28  Jun  (tTerry  Coburn).  Most  catbird 
records  are  from  fall  migration;  there  has 
yet  to  be  a confirmed  California  breeding 
record  of  this  songster,  a widespread 
breeder  across  North  America,  although 
the  Modoc  bird  was  in  potential  breeding 
habitat  and  not  far  from  known  nesting 
sites  at  Malheur  N.W.R.  in  se.  Oregon. 

The  warbler  of  the  season  was  a male 
Blue-winged  banded  26  Jun  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth  (ph.  B.S.O.L.),  Monterey’s  4th.  Two 
Nashville  Warblers  2-3  Jul  at  U.C.  Hop- 
land  Research  & Extension  Center,  Mendo- 
cino were  thought  to  represent  a slight 
southward  extension  of  their  breeding 
range  (CEV).  Seven  Northern  Parulas  was 
a below-average  total;  all  were  coastal 
except  a male  10  Jun  at  Black  Diamond 
Mines  R.P.,  Contra  Costa  (ES)  and  a female 
6 Jun  at  lower  Rush  Cr.,  Mono  (Chris 
Tonra) . Late  migrant  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers included  2 in  Humboldt  at  Fernbridge 
8 Jun  (KGR)  and  Dry  Lagoon  26  Jun  (KI) 
and  a singing  male  at  Pilarcitos  Cr.,  San 


Mateo  1 Jun  (RSTh).  A singing  male  Mag- 
nolia Warbler  was  at  Antonelli  Pond,  Santa 
Cruz  1 Jun  (SGe);  a silent  male  was  at  the 
Pt.  Reyes  Lighthouse,  Marin  10  Jun  (RS).  A 
singing  male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
was  heard  at  Montara,  San  Mateo  8 Jun 
(AJ),  and  a female  was  at  Mill  Cr.,  Mono  29 
Jun  (River  Gates).  A Yellow-throated  War- 
bler was  reported  without  details  from 
Trinidad,  Humboldt  18  Jun.  A Bay-breasted 
Warbler  was  at  Patricks  Pt.,  Humboldt  9 
Jun;  a Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was 
there  18  Jun  (both  KI). 

Four  Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
coastal;  inland,  a singing  male  was  at  Mill 
Cr.,  Mono  29  Jun  (River  Gates).  Sixteen 
American  Redstarts  along  the  coast 
included  3 in  S.F,  7 in  Marin,  and  4 in 
Humboldt:  the  only  inland  report  was  a 
singing  male  20  Jun  at  Mill  Cr.,  Mono 
(PJM).  A singing  male  Worm-eating  War- 
bler was  at  outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  10  Jun 
(RS).  Singing  Ovenbirds  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  6 Jun  (Jason  Scott)  and 
L.  Merced,  S.F.  9 Jun  (Brian  Fitch),  as  well 
as  a silent  one  at  the  Pt.  Reyes  Lighthouse, 
Marin  10  Jun  (RS),  were  migrants;  more 
intriguing  was  one  singing  8-17  Jul  at  Tit- 
low  Hill  Road,  Humboldt  (KI,  m.  ob.).  A 
Northern  Waterthrush  was  banded  25  Jun 
by  refuge  personnel  at  Modoc  N.W.R., 
Modoc.  A singing  male  Kentucky  Warbler 
at  Soquel  Cr.  5 Jun  provided  just  the  2nd 
record  for  Santa  Cruz  (DLSu).  Two  female 
Hooded  Warblers  were  banded  at  Big  Sur 
R.  mouth,  Monterey  4 & 24  Jun  (BSOL);  a 
male  sang  6 Jun  in  the  Presidio,  S.F.  (Brian 
Fitch). 

Distressingly,  a survey  of  each  of  the  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  breeding  locations  doc- 
umented by  the  1989-1993  Napa  Breeding 
Bird  Atlas  found  no  chats  (BiG,  RLCL). 
Leong  opines  that  “perhaps  this  year  was 
not  a good  year  for  them,  or,  the  habitat  in 
Napa  is  so  fragmented  that  they  are  now 
extirpated  from  the  county.” 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  season’s  only  2 reported  Summer  Tan- 
agers  were  from  Santa  Cruz : one  7 Jun  at 
Rancho  del  Oso  (GJS)  and  one  at  Natural 
Bridges  S.B.  12  Jun  (SGe).  Surprisingly,  a 
historical  breeding  site  for  Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Alderpoint,  Humboldt 
did  not  turn  up  any  birds  in  a survey  20 
Jun  (KGR,  MWa).  Similarly,  checks  of 
“many”  former  Black-chinned  Sparrow 
breeding  sites  in  Monterey  turned  up  only 
one  bird,  12  Jul  at  Chews  Ridge  (Mike 
Yough);  this  was  the  first  time  in  20  years 
that  none  were  found  in  Santa  Clara  ( fide 
MMR).  An  unusually  high-elevation 
migrant  Black-throated  Sparrow  8 Jun  at 
Lundy  Canyon,  Mono  was  at  2100  m 
(Kelly  Miller).  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were 
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widespread  in  Santa  Clam  and  Humboldt. 
Singing  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  13  Jun 
near  La  Honda,  San  Mateo  (FrT)  and  17 
Jun  at  Killgore  Hills,  Siskiyou  (RE)  were 
very  late.  Dark-eyed  Juncos  6 Jun  at  Palo 
Alto  (MMR)  and  Shoreline  Park  (WGB), 
Santa  Clam  were  thought  to  be  possible 
bayside  breeders;  at  C.R.P,  there  was  no 
confirmed  breeding  for  the  first  time  in 
three  years,  although  up  to  4 birds  were 
found  regularly  through  the  season  (JTr, 
Terry  Ronneberg). 

Sixteen  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
in  coastal  counties;  inland,  one  male  was 
at  Sequoia  L.,  Fresno  9 Jun  (GWPo).  A sin- 
gle Blue  Grosbeak  at  Fish  Slough,  Mono  18 
Jun  was  off  course  (PJM);  a pair  with  fledg- 
lings in  the  Chalfant  Valley  1 Jul  was 
Mono’s  first  confirmed  breeding  (Sacha  K. 
Heath).  A hatch-year  male  Bobolink  13-24 
Jul  at  Pt.  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  was  with  black- 
birds (Ellen  Blustein,  ph.  RS).  Two  males 
near  Eagleville,  Modoc  23  Jun  were  in  the 
one  spot  in  the  state  where  they  may  breed 
(PJM,  FrT).  Good  news  from  Santa  Cruz 
was  a new  nest  colony  (only  the  county’s 
2nd)  of  Tricolored  Blackbirds  at  Soda  L., 
with  approximately  1000  birds;  this  area 
produced  none  in  1999-2001  surveys 
(BMMo).  Great-tailed  Grackles  continue 
to  be  reported  widely,  including  nesting  at 
Dechambeau  ponds,  Mono  27  Jul  (ES, 
Debby  Parker).  Scott’s  Orioles  with  juvs.  at 
Benton  Hills  21-26  Jun  confirmed  the  first 
breeding  in  Mono  (PJM).  Red  Crossbills 
were  widely  reported  along  the  coast  in 
San  Mateo , Santa  Cniz , and  Mendocino ; less 
expected  was  one  23-26  Jul  at  Slide  Hill 
Park  in  Davis,  Yolo  (Michael  Perrone). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators 
boldfaced):  Stephen  E Bailey,  Jim  & Helen 
Banks,  Alan  D.  Barron,  Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Lab,  Matt  Brady,  William  G.  Bousman 
( Santa  Clam),  Penelope  K.  Bowen  ( Alpine 
& Calaveras),  Rita  Carratello,  Dennis  Cav- 
allo,  Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard 
( Sacramento  & Yolo),  Jeff  N.  Davis,  Bruce 
E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V.  counties).  Bob  Dyer,  Mark 
W.  Eaton  (S.E  City),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray 
Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  Andrew 
Engilis,  David  Fix  (Humboldt),  James  H. 
Gain  (Stanislaus),  Steve  Gerow,  Steven  A. 
Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Bill  Grummer, 
Steve  C.  Hampton,  Cliff  Hawley,  Craig 
Hohenberger,  Joan  M.  Humphrey,  John  E. 
Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Irwin,  Alvaro 
Jaramillo,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino), 
Jon  King,  Jeri  M.  Langham,  Robin  L.C. 
Leong  (Napa  & Solano),  Jim  Lomax, 
Calvin  Lou,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael  J. 
Mammoser,  Timothy  D.  Manolis,  Sean 
McAllister,  Mac  McCormick  (Plumas  & 
Sierra),  Tristan  McKee,  Peter  J.  Metropu- 
los  (San  Mateo),  Bryan  M.  Mori,  Dan  Nel- 


son, Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono),  Ed  Pan- 
dolfino  (Placer),  Point  Reyes  Bird  Observa- 
tory, Gary  W.  Potter,  Jude  C.  Power  (Hum- 
boldt), Peter  Pyle  (EI.),  C.  John  Ralph, 
Robert  J.  Richmond  (Alameda),  Robert  W. 
Reiling,  Don  Roberson  (Monterey), 
Michael  M.  Rogers,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Steve 
Rovell,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Paul 
Saraceni,  Jeff  Seay,  Shearwater  Journeys, 
Dan  Singer,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Sterling 
(Modoc),  Tim  Steurer  (Amador  & El 
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Dorado),  GaryJ.  Strachan,  Ernilie  Strauss, 
David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz),  Linda  Ter- 
rill, Scott  B.  Terrill,  Ronald  S.  Thorn, 
Dorothy  Tobkin,  Francis  Toldi,  John  Tro- 
chet,  Frank  Vanslager,  Chuck  E.  Vaughn, 
Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  & San  Benito), 
Matt  Wachs,  Brian  J.  Weed,  Jerry  R.  White 
(Lake),  Brian  D.  Williams  (Nevada),  Roger 
Wolfe,  Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta),  Many 
more  observers  were  not  specifically  cited; 
all  are  appreciated.  © 


Workshops  are  filling  fast... 

Register  Now! 

Call  now  for  more  information  on  these  and  other  workshops 
and  to  ensure  your  spot  in  the  workshop  of  your  choice. 


UPCOMING  IFO  WORKSHOPS: 

Oils  ail  Trogons 

May  29  - June  4,  2004  • 

Instructors:  Sheri  L.  Williamson  & Tom  Wood 
Chiricahua  Mountains,  Arizona 

July  25  - August  1,  2004  • 

Instructors:  Sheri  L.  Williamson  & Tom  Wood 
Bisbee,  Arizona 
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Pacific  Coast 


Guy  McCaskie 

954  Grove  Avenue 
Imperial  Beach,  California  91932 
(guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum 
of  Los  Angeles  County 
900  Exposition  Boulevard 


Highlights  of  the  summer  season 
were  few  but  included  Califor- 
nia’s first  nesting  Ruddy  Ground- 
Doves  in  the  Imperial  Valley  and  two 
more  Glossy  Ibis,  including  the  first  for 
the  Regions  coast.  A general  paucity  of 
aquatic  birds  on  the  Salton  Sea  and  poor 
nesting  success  for  piscivorous  birds 
there  suggest  that  stresses  to  the  Sea’s 
aquatic  ecosystems  continue;  these  con- 
ditions are  likely  to  continue  and  worsen 
unless  the  ecological  health  of  the  Sea 
(and  Colorado  River  delta)  is  deemed  as 
worthy  a goal  as  the  accommodation  of 
additional  millions  of  people  in  coastal 
and  desert  urban  regions  of  the  South- 
west has  been. 


Los  Angeles,  California  90007  Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  L.  Naval  Air 

Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern); 
(kgarrett@nhm.org)  e.A.EB.  (Edwards  Air  Force  Base,  se. 

Kern);  EC.R.  (Furnace  Creek  Ranch, 
Death  Valley  National  Monument,  Inyo); 
G.H.R  (Galileo  Hill  Park  in  extreme  e. 
Kern);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea, 
Riverside);  S.C.R.E.  (Santa  Clara  River 
Estuary  near  Ventura,  Ventura);  S.E.S.S. 
(s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial); 


S.EK.R.P.  (S.  Fork  Kern  River  Preserve, 
near  Weldon,  Kern);  V.A.FB.  (Vanden- 
berg  Air  Force  Base  in  nw.  Santa  Bar- 
bara); V.C.G.P.  (Ventura  County  Game 
Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  Naval  Air  Sta- 
tion, Ventura).  Specimen  collections 
cited  in  this  report  are:  L.A.C.M.  (Nat- 
ural History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles 
County)  and  S.D.N.H.M.  (San  Diego 
Natural  History  Museum).  Because  vir- 
tually all  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen 
by  many  observers,  only  the  observer(s) 
initially  finding  and  identifying  the  bird 
are  included.  Documentation  for  species 
on  the  California  Bird  Records  Commit- 
tee (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  is  forwarded  to 
the  C.B.R.C.  Secretary  and  archived  at 
the  Western  Foundation  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

FULMAR  THROUGH  HAWKS 

A Northern  Fulmar  off  Newport  Beach, 
Orange  9 Jul  (MJI)  was  evidently  sum- 
mering locally.  A Red-billed  Tropicbird 
seen  from  San  Clemente  I.  20  Jul  (BLS) 
and  3 there  28  Jul  (BLS)  were  the  only 
ones  reported.  A Brown  Booby  seen  from 
Pt.  Pedernales,  Santa  Barbara  4 Jun  (AB) 
was  on  the  coast,  where  reported  far 
more  often  than  20  years  ago,  and 
another  inland,  dead  about  one  week, 
near  Calexico,  Imperial  17  Aug  (KLG, 
KCM;  *L.A.C.M.)  had  no  doubt  origi- 
nated from  the  Gulf  of  California. 
Reports  of  an  imm.  Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird  at  Pt.  Vicente,  Los  Angeles  13  Jul 
(KGL),  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  the  same 
day  (BED),  and  near  La  Jolla,  San  Diego 
18  Jul  (DH)  could  have  been  of  the  same 
individual  moving  s.  along  the  coast;  at 
S.E.S.S.,  single  imins.  were  seen  5 Jul 
(HBK)  and  5 Aug  (Salton  Sea  N.W.R. 
personnel,  fide  BM) 

The  only  Little  Blue  Heron  away  from 
San  Diego  was  an  ad.  at  Bolsa  Chica  23 
Jul+  (BED).  Two  Tricolored  Herons  were 
found  at  S.E.S.S.  9 Jul  (AEK),  with  one 
remaining  through  the  end  of  the  period 
(GMcC).  A Glossy  Ibis  photographed  at 
V.C.G.P.  19  Jul+  (DD)  is  the  first  to  be 
found  on  the  coast  in  this  Region,  and 
another  near  Calipatria,  Imperial  9 jul 
QLD,  GMcC)  was  the  3rd  around 
S.E.S.S.  Four  Wood  Storks  at  S.E.S.S.  12 
Jun  (GMcC)  were  the  earliest  this  sum- 
mer, and  45  on  29  Jun  (GMcC)  provided 
the  highest  count. 

The  presence  of  a female  Blue-winged 
Teal  with  7 young  at  Bolsa  Chica  6 Jun 
(LRH)  documented  the  4th  year  this 
species  has  nested  in  the  area.  The  male 
Harlequin  Duck  was  still  present  on  Mis- 
sion Bay  in  San  Diego  24  Jul  (HA),  indi- 
cating it  was  summering  locally.  A Long- 
tailed Duck  at  the  Diablo  Canyon  Power 
Plant,  San  Luis  Obispo  10  Jun  (MB)  was 
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probably  summering  locally. 

A pair  of  Bald  Eagles  fledged  2 young 
at  L.  Hemet  to  establish  the  first  nesting 
record  in  Riverside  (HBK),  while  an  ad.  at 
Santa  Margarita  L.,  San  Luis  Obispo  15 
Jul  (RZ),  and  2 ads.  at  L.  Cachuma,  Santa 
Barbara  15  Jul  (LM)  were  at  locations 
where  this  species  has  bred.  The  contin- 
uing Harris’s  Hawk  at  Blythe,  Riverside 
was  still  present  through  the  period 
(RH). 

RAILS  THROUGH  PUFFINS 

A Sora  at  the  Ballona  Freshwater  Marsh 
in  Playa  del  Rey,  Los  Angeles  31  Jul  (RB) 
was  almost  certainly  a fall  migrant,  as 
this  species  has  nested  only  very  rarely  in 
the  Region  in  recent  decades.  An  Amer- 
ican Oystercatcher  was  on  San  Nicolas  1. 
30  May  (RAH).  Since  Black  Oystercatch- 
ers  nest  only  very  locally  on  the  main- 
land s.  of  Pt.  Conception,  Santa  Barbara , 
up  to  5 at  the  mouth  of  the  Ventura  R., 
Ventura  (DD)  and  up  to  3 at  the  entrance 
to  San  Diego  Bay,  San  Diego  (RAP),  pres- 
ent all  summer,  were  of  note,  as  they 
were  at  rock  breakwaters  where  nesting 
could  occur. 

Single  Solitary  Sandpipers  at  Mojave 
Narrows,  San  Bernardino  5 Jul  (JS),  Piute 
Ponds  near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  19  Jul 
(JF),  Blythe  19  Jul  (RH),  and  the  Ballona 
Freshwater  Marsh  22  Jul  (RB)  were  the 
earliest  this  fall.  Four  Long-billed 
Curlews  near  Bishop,  Inyo  in  Jun 
(T&JH)  were  suspected  of  nesting;  this 
area  is  at  the  extreme  s.  limit  of  the 
species’  known  breeding  range.  A Ruddy 
Turnstone  at  C.L.  25  Jul  (SSt)  and 
another  at  Piute  Ponds  26  Jul  (JF)  were 
the  only  2 reported  inland  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea.  A Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
at  C.L.  19  Jul  (TEW)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at 
Blythe  20  Jul  (RH)  and  one  at  the  San 
Jacinto  Wildlife  Area,  Riverside  20  Jul 
(HBK)  were  the  earliest  this  fall.  Ad. 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  V.C.G.P.  26  Jul 
(WW),  at  Piute  Ponds  31  Jul  (JF),  and  at 
nearby  Lancaster  2 Aug  (JF)  were  note- 
worthy, as  virtually  all  fall  records 
involve  juvs.  in  Sep  and  Oct.  A Dunlin 
on  San  Diego  Bay  21  Jun  (DPa)  was  one 
of  a very  few  ever  found  in  s.  California 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  A somewhat 
early  female  Ruff  was  at  Piute  Ponds  19 
Jul  OF). 

Single  South  Polar  Skuas  seen  from 
San  Clemente  1.  17  Jun  (ELK)  and 
between  Santa  Rosa  and  San  Miguel 
Islands  19  Jul  (BA1)  were  noteworthy. 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  near  Imperial 
Beach,  San  Diego  20  Jul  (DWA)  was  on 
the  coast,  where  rare;  an  ad.  at  Blythe, 
Riverside  24  Jun  (RH)  coincided  with  the 


influx  of  post-breeding  birds  at  the 
Salton  Sea,  building  up  to  about  250  at 
S.E.S.S.  20  Jul  (GMcC).  Single 
Franklin’s  Gulls  at  C.L.  8 Jun  (TEW)  and 
at  Malibu,  Los  Angeles  12  Jun  (RB)  were 
considered  late  spring  migrants,  while 
birds  at  S.E.S.S.  15  Jul  (GMcC)  and  C.L. 
21-25  Jul  (SSt)  were  the  first  of  the  fall 
migrants.  A Heermann’s  Gull,  rare 
inland,  was  around  S.E.S.S.  13  May-3  Jul 
(KCM),  3 were  together  near  Seeley, 
Imperial  22  Jun  (GMcC),  and  another 
was  at  Salton  City,  Imperial  1 Aug 
(GCH).  On  the  coast,  there  were  59  nest 
attempts  by  Gull-billed  Terns  at  s.  San 
Diego  Bay  (RAP),  while  3 individuals  at 
Bolsa  Chica  2 Jun  (MSanM)  established 
the  3rd  record  for  Orange.  About  30 
nests  of  Royal  Terns  accompanied  over 
10,000  pairs  of  Elegant  Terns  nesting  at 
s.  San  Diego  Bay  (RAP),  an  impressive 
concentration;  however,  according  to 
CTC,  numbers  of  these  two  species  nest- 
ing in  Orange  and  Los  Angeles  were  very 
low,  suggesting  that  the  breeding  popula- 
tion shifted  southward  this  summer. 
Single  Common  Terns  at  C.L.  16  Jun 
(SSt)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  29  Jun  (GMcC)  were 
inland;  numbers  along  the  coast  appear 
to  have  declined  in  recent  years.  Single 
Least  Terns  at  the  Prado  Basin,  Riverside 
14  & 29  Jul  (JEP,  DPe)  were  the  only  2 
reported  inland  away  from  the  Salton 
Sea,  where  as  many  as  7 were  present  in 
Jun  and  Jul  (GMcC). 

A Common  Murre  at  La  Jolla  29  Jun 
(MS)  was  undoubtedly  summering 
locally.  Single  Pigeon  Guillemots  at  Pt. 
Vicente,  Los  Angeles  1 Jun  (KGL)  and 
especially  at  San  Clemente  1.  13  Jun  (FB) 
were  unusually  far  south.  Five  ad.  Mar- 
bled Murrelets  on  the  n.  San  Luis  Obispo 
coast  21  Jul  (LAH)  were  at  the  s.  extreme 
of  this  species’  normal  range.  A Craveri’s 
Murrelet  at  W.  Cove  Pt.  25  Jul  (BLS)  pro- 
vided the  first  record  for  San  Clemente  I. 
A dead  Tufted  Puffin  on  the  beach  at 
Camp  Pendleton  12  Jul  (NB, 
*S.D.N.H.M.)  provided  only  the  4th 
record  for  San  Diego. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to 
spread  across  s.  California,  with  estab- 


lished populations  in  the  Imperial  Valley, 
Imperial  (GMcC),  around  Blythe  (RH), 
and  in  Ridgecrest,  Kern  (JCW),  with 
additional  reports  of  up  to  2 at  N.E.S.S. 
22  Jun  (HBK)  and  a pair  in  Bishop  19-30 
Jul  0 & DP).  A Ruddy  Ground-Dove  at 
Blythe  18  Jul+  (RH)  was  believed  present 
since  the  winter,  and  a pair  at  Calipatria 
successfully  fledged  2 young  in  late  May 
and  were  still  present  at  the  end  of  the 
period  (GMcC),  providing  the  first 
record  for  nesting  in  California.  The  first 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  arrived  at 
S.EK.R.P.  1 Jun  (A&AT);  away  from  this 
“stronghold,”  2 were  near  Tinemaha 
Res.,  Inyo  17  Jul  (T&JH),  and  single 
birds  were  near  Big  Pine,  Inyo  1 Aug 
(T&JH),  Morongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino 
14  Jun  (VL),  and  along  the  Colorado  R. 
at  Picacho  State  Recreation  Area,  Imper- 
ial 30  Jun-9  Jul  (PJ). 

Whip-poor-wills  were  again  present  at 
Heart  Bar  Campground  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.,  San  Bernardino  (HBK), 
but  physical  evidence  of  nesting  in  Cali- 
fornia has  yet  to  be  obtained.  Seven 
Chimney  Swifts  were  over  the  Boyle 
Heights  section  of  Los  Angeles,  Los  Ange- 
les 1 Jul  (LS)  but  did  not  appear  to  be 
nesting.  A Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
banded  at  Morongo  Valley  26  Jul  (BC) 
established  the  first  summer  record  for 
California.  A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  along 
the  upper  end  of  Arrastre  Cr.  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.  28  Jun  (TB)  was  proba- 
bly summering  locally.  A Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  in  Ridgecrest  10  Jun  (K&BK)  was 
the  latest  ever  recorded  in  e.  Kern. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  CORVIDS 

Willow  Flycatchers  of  the  Endangered 
subspecies  extimus  enjoyed  better  than 
average  success  at  S.EK.R.P.  this  sum- 
mer, with  42  young  fledged  by  15  males 
and  19-21  females  (MWh).  A pair  e.  of 
San  Juan  Capistrano  15  May+  (MTR, 
DRW)  brought  to  three  the  number  of 
territories  occupied  in  recent  years  in 
Orange.  A singing  Least  Flycatcher  was 
at  S.EK.R.P.  20-29  Jun  (MWh).  A West- 
ern Wood-Pewee  on  24-25  Jun  and  sin- 
gle Hammond’s  and  Dusky  Flycatchers 
25  Jun  at  G.H.P.  (KSG)  were  exception- 
ally late  spring  migrants.  Say’s  Phoebes 


The  breeding  success  of  larids  at  the  Salton  Sea  was  mixed  in  2003  (KCM).  Nesting  success  was  markedly  lower  than 
average  for  species  such  as  Caspian  Tern  (<100  pairs,  about  20  fledged)  and  Black  Skimmers  (<100  pairs,  none 
fledged)  that  depend  mostly  on  fish.  At  least  50  pairs  of  California  Gulls  nested  at  three  sites,  and  they  too  seemed  to  have 
lower-than-average  nesting  success;  the  only  two  nests  of  Laughing  Gulls  failed.  In  contrast,  nesting  success  was  higher 
than  average  for  approximately  155  pairs  of  Gull-billed  Terns  (>100  fledged),  a species  whose  diet  is  more  varied  and  which 
includes  a large  proportion  of  terrestrial  prey.  This  year's  poor  productivity  offish-eating  larids,  coupled  with  the  lack  of 
breeding  by  cormorants  as  well  as  the  general  paucity  of  waterbirds  on  the  Sea,  suggests  that  the  Sea's  aquatic  prey  base 
is  currently  under  stress. 
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are  rare  and  local  breeders  in  Santa  Bar- 
bara, so  a pair  with  a nest  in  Sisquoc  3 
Jun  (JMC)  was  of  interest.  At  the  nw. 
edge  of  their  range  were  nesting  Vermil- 
ion Flycatchers  at  S.FK.R.P.  20  May-11 
Jul  (BB)  and  in  San  Bernardino,  San 
Bernardino  through  May  (TB).  At  least 
nine  pairs  of  Brown-crested  Flycatchers 
were  documented  around  S.F.K.R.P. 
through  the  period  (BB,  MWh),  with  up 
to  20  pairs  extrapolated  for  the  entire 
South  Fork  of  the  Kern  R.  In  addition  to 
those  noted  in  the  spring  report,  single 
Eastern  Kingbirds  were  found  on  San 
Clemente  1.  5-8  (IR)  & 7 Jun  (BLS)  and 
at  Hearst  Castle,  San  Luis  Obispo  23  Jul 
(GPS).  A pair  of  Cassin’s  Kingbirds 
raised  young  in  Bakersfield  in  Jun 
(MMcQ),  establishing  the  first  nesting 
for  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  portion  of 
Kern.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  near 
Seeley  15-18  Jun  (GW)  established  only 
the  2nd  documented  record  for  the 
Salton  Sink. 

The  decline  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes 
along  the  mainland  coast  of  the  Region 
continues,  with  only  two  successful  pairs 
noted  in  Orange  (BED,  RAE,  MJ1)  and  as 
few  as  six  territories  found  in  coastal  Los 
Angeles  (KLG).  Bell’s  Vireo  continued  to 
reclaim  its  former  breeding  range  in  the 


Region;  for  example,  17  territories  in  the 
Hansen  Dam  basin.  Lake  View  Terrace, 
Los  Angeles  through  the  period  (KLG, 
SSo)  was  the  highest  ever  recorded  there. 
Late-spring  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  in 
Wilmington,  Los  Angeles  14-15  Jun 
(KGL,  JF),  at  G.H.P.  3 Jul  (KSG),  and  in 
Montecito  Heights,  Los  Angeles  3 Jul 
(TEW).  An  American  Crow  n.  of  Nee- 
dles, San  Bernardino  17  Jul  (CMcG)  was 
one  of  the  few  ever  found  in  the  se.  part 
of  the  Region  in  summer. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Tree  Swallows  continue  to  respond  to 
increasing  provision  of  nest  boxes  in  the 
Region;  a pair  attempted  to  nest  in  a box 
at  Harbor  Regional  Park  near  San  Pedro, 
Los  Angeles  this  summer  (DMH),  an  area 
from  which  the  species  had  long  been 
extirpated.  Chestnut-backed  Chick- 
adees continue  their  pioneering  in  s. 
Santa  Barbara,  with  2 in  Goleta  28  Jun 
(MAH)  and  one  in  Montecito  21  Jul 
(NAL).  A pair  of  Mountain  Chickadees 
fledged  3 young  in  O’Neill  Park,  Orange 
(MJI),  establishing  the  lowest  elevation 
breeding  record  for  the  county. 

A Swainson’s  Thrush  in  Newport 
Beach,  Orange  12-19  Jul  (DRW)  was  out 
of  breeding  habitat;  an  injured  bird 


remained  near  El  Centro  from  20  Jun  to 
at  least  14  Sep  (KZK).  A Hermit  Thrush 
at  G.H.P  13  Jun  (KSG)  was  the  latest  j 
record  of  a spring  migrant  in  e.  Kern.  , 
Different  Gray  Catbirds  were  at  G.H.P. 
7-11  Jun  (DSC)  and  18-25  Jun  (KSG). 

Breeding  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
continued  their  expansion  into  land-  j 
scaped  urban  parks  and  residential  areas 
in  coastal  Orange  (DRW,  RAE);  a juv.  in 
Calipatria,  Imperial  29  Jun  (BM)  had  dis-  ' 
persed  well  away  from  breeding  areas. 
Up  to  4 Lucy’s  Warblers  at  C.L.  21-31  Jul 
(SSt)  were  presumably  fall  migrants,  as 
was  a very  early  coastal  bird  in  Palos 
Verdes  Estates,  Los  Angeles  13  Jul  (KGL). 
Spring  vagrancy  of  Northern  Parulas 
continued  well  into  the  summer,  with  | 
one  in  Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  15  Jun 
(DMC),  2 singing  males  at  V.A.F.B.  16-17 
Jun  (DMC,  MAH),  one  at  S.F.K.R.P.  21 
Jun  (AS),  a singing  male  near  Pasadena, 
Los  Angeles  24-25  Jun  (CMcG,  JF),  and  a 
singing  male  in  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles 
27  Jun  (KGL).  A Magnolia  Warbler  was 
found  dead  in  Blythe  15  Jun  (RH),  and 
one  was  at  G.H.P.  25  Jun  (KSG).  A 
Grace’s  Warbler  at  Buckhorn  Camp- 
ground, Los  Angeles  14  Jun  (JF)  was  the 
first  to  be  found  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts. 
in  summer.  A male  Blackpoll  Warbler  in 


Only  the  second  recorded  in  the  Salton  Sink  in  California,  this  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  frequented  Fig  Lagoon  near  Seeley,  Imperial  County  15-18  (here  16)  June  2003.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  1.  Kurland. 
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Irvine,  Orange  24  Jun  (PC)  was  a very 
late  spring  vagrant,  as  were  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  at  G.H.P.  12-13  & 26  Jun 
(KSG)  and  at  Morongo  Valley,  San 
Bernardino  28  Jun  (BAi).  Four  strag- 
gling American  Redstarts,  all  in  the  inte- 
rior, were  found  10-27  Jun.  A singing 
male  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  in  Cardiff, 
San  Diego  15-16  Jun  (SSu,  PAG)  was  far 
from  breeding  habitat  and  thus  a very 
late  spring  migrant.  Hooded  Warblers 
included  a singing  male  in  Long  Beach 
11  Jun  (AEK)  and  a female  at  G.H.P  24 
Jun  (KSG).  A Wilson’s  Warbler  at  G.H.P. 
26  Jun  (KSG)  was  the  latest  to  be  found 
in  spring  in  e.  Kern;  a male  summering 
at  Harbor  Regional  Park  near  San  Pedro 
7 Jun-27  Jul  (KGL,  DMH)  was  one  of  the 
few  to  summer  recently  in  lowland  Los 
Angeles. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  pairs  of  Hepatic  Tanagers  were  pres- 
ent 10  Jun+  at  the  long-occupied  Upper 
Arrastre  Cr.  site  in  the  San  Bernardino 
Mts.  (AEK,  EP,  MWi).  Summer  Tanagers 
were  scattered  through  the  Region,  with 
an  impressive  80-100  pairs  estimated  to 
be  breeding  at  S.EK.R.P.  and  vicinity 
(BB).  A pair  of  Brewers  Sparrows  with 
fledged  young  near  Ranchita  4 Jul  (PN) 
established  the  first  nesting  record  for 
San  Diego.  Exceptionally  early  was  a 
Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrow  at 
S.E.S.S.  2 Jun;  10  were  present  there  by 
18  Jun  (GMcC). 

Eight  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
found  in  coastal  counties  1-24  Jun;  birds 
in  the  interior  (besides  those  mentioned 
in  the  spring  report)  were  at  Blythe  7 Jun 
(RH),  G.H.P.  18  Jun  (KSG),  and  at  Pica- 
cho  State  Recreation  Area  1 Jul  (PJ).  A 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  G.H.P.  24  Jun 
(KSG)  was  the  latest  spring  migrant  for 
e.  Kern,  and  one  in  Indian  Wells  Canyon 
4 Jul  (SSt)  was  the  considered  the  earli- 
est fall  record  for  that  same  area.  Among 
the  Indigo  Buntings  noted  through  the 
period  were  4-5  territorial  males  at 
S.EK.R.P.  (BB)  and  an  apparent  returning 
male  in  San  Luis  Obispo  16-19  Jul 
(MDS). 

A Bobolink  was  at  the  Ballona  Fresh- 
water Marsh  in  Playa  del  Rey  29  jun 
(DSC).  A male  Tricolored  Blackbird  on 
San  Clemente  I.  27  Jun  (BLS)  established 
the  first  record  for  the  island.  A male 
Bronzed  Cowbird  was  slightly  w.  of  the 
species’  normal  range  in  Borrego  Springs, 
San  Diego  29  Jun  (JB).  A molting  ad. 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  in  Lake  View  Ter- 
race 2 Aug  (KLG)  likely  summered 
locally;  a hybrid  ad.  male  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole x Bullock’s  Oriole  was  on  the  Palos 


Verdes  Peninsula  7 Jun  (KGL).  Nesting 
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Purple  Finches  inland  from  San  Juan 
Capistrano  in  Jun  (MTR,  DRW)  pro- 
vided a range  extension  within  Orange. 
Two  ad.  Cassin’s  Finches  with  3 young  in 
Big  Pine  16  Jun  (T&JH)  were  on  the 
floor  of  the  Owens  Valley,  below  the 
species’  normal  breeding  elevation.  A 
male  American  Goldfinch  in  Big  Pine  19 
Jul  (T&JH)  established  the  first  Jul 
record  for  Inyo. 

EXOTICS 

Two  singing  male  and  2 female  Northern 
Cardinals  were  in  Costa  Mesa,  Orange 
20-23  Jun  (DRW).  An  ad.  European 
Goldfinch  with  3 juvs.  in  Long  Beach  4 
Jul  (KGL)  established  another  breeding 
record  of  this  frequent  escapee. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Douglas  W.  Aguillard,  Bruce 
Aird  (BAi),  Bernardo  Alps  (BAI),  Howard 
Atteberry,  Bob  Barnes,  Joe  Barth,  Richard 
Barth,  Nick  Basinski,  Fred  Beaudry,  Tom 
Benson,  Adam  Brown,  Mark  Brown,  Bar- 
bara Carlson,  Jamie  M.  Chavez,  Charles  T. 
Collins,  David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Bar- 
bara), Peyton  Cook,  Daniel  S.  Cooper, 
Brian  E.  Daniels,  Don  Desjardin,  Jon  L. 
Dunn,  Tom  M.  Edell  (San  Luis  Obispo), 
Richard  A.  Erickson,  Michael  Evans  (San 
Diego),  Jon  Feenstra,  Kimball  L.  Garrett 


(Los  Angeles),  Karen  S.  Gilbert,  Pete  A. 
Ginsberg,  John  F.  Green  (Riverside), 
Robert  A.  Hamilton,  Loren  R.  Hays,  Gjon 
C.  Hazard,  D.  Mitchell  Heindel,  Tom  & Jo 
Heindel  (Inyo),  Laird  A.  Henkle,  Roger 
Higson,  Mark  A.  Holmgren,  David  Hol- 
way,  Marshall  J.  lliff,  Paul  Jorgensen,  Eric 
L.  Kershner,  Howard  B.  King,  Alexander 
E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino) , Kenneth  Z. 
Kurland,  Ken  and  Brenda  Kyle  (K  & BK), 
Kevin  G.  Larson,  Vic  Leipzig,  Nick  A. 
Lethaby,  Liz  Mason,  Guy  McCaskie 
(Imperial),  Chet  McGaugh,  Mike  McQuer- 
rey,  Bob  Miller,  Kathy  C.  Molina,  Phil  Nel- 
son, Ed  Pandolfino,  Dennis  Parker  (DPa), 
Jim  and  Debby  Parker  (J  & DP),  Robert  A. 
Patton,  Dharm  Pellegrini  (DPe),  James  E. 
Pike,  Isabelle  Robichaud,  Mikael  T. 
Roinich,  Matt  Sadowski,  Mike  San  Miguel, 
Larry  Schmahl,  Jamie  Simmons,  Greg  P 
Smith,  Steve  Sosensky  (SSo),  Susan  Steele 
(SSt),  Mike  D.  Stiles,  Brian  L.  Sullivan, 
Steve  Summers  (SSu),  Ashley  Sutton, 
Adolph  and  Ann  Tetsekoua  (A  & AT), 
Gene  Wagoner,  Walter  Wehtje  (Ventura), 
Mary  Whitfield  (MWh),  Matt  Williams 
(MWi),  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange), 
John  C.  Wilson  (Kern),  Thomas  E. 
Wurster,  Roger  Zachary.  An  additional 
35+  observers  who  could  not  be  individu- 
ally acknowledged  submitted  reports  this 
season;  all  have  our  thanks.  © 


THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  CATS 
AND  WILDLIFE 


CATS  INDOORS! 

The  Campaign  for  Safer  Birds  & Cats 


▲ Cats  with  bells  on  their  collars  still  kill  wildlife. 

▲ Even  well-fed  cats  kill  wildlife. 

A Cat-injured  wildlife  seldom  survive,  even  if  they  escape. 

A Outdoor  cats  are  exposed  to  many  hazards,  including  cars,  disease,  and  parasites 


Protect  cats,  birds,  and  other  wildlife  by  keeping  cats  indoors! 


For  more  information,  contact: 

AMERICAN  BIRD  CONSERVANCY 

Cats  Indoors!  The  Campaign  for  Safer  Birds  and  Cats 

1834  Jefferson  Place,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20036 

Phone:  202-452-1535;  Fax:  202-452-1534; 

E-mail:  abc@abcbirds.org;  Web:  www.abcbirds.org 
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Robert  A.  Hamilton 

34  Rivo  Alto  Canal 
Long  Beach,  California  90803 
(robb.hamilton@gte.net) 

Richard  A.  Erickson 

LSA  Associates 
20  Executive  Park 
Suite  200,  Irvine,  California  92614 
(richard.erickson@lsa-assoc.com) 


Eduardo  Palacios 

Ecologia,  Centro  de  Investigation  Cientifica 
y Education  Superior  de  Ensenada 
Miraflores  334,  Fracc.  Bella  Vista 
La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur  23050,  Mexico 
U.S.  mailing  address:  P.0.  Box  434844 
San  Diego,  California  92143-4844 
(epalacio@cicese.mx) 

Roberto  Carmona 

Departamento  de  Biologia  Marina 
Universidad  Autonoma  de  Baja  California  Sur 
Apartado  Postal  19-B 
La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur,  Mexico 
(beauty@uabcs.mx) 


The  severe  drought  conditions  of  2002 
abated  in  winter  2002-2003,  and  late- 
spring  rains  probably  boosted  the 
reproductive  efforts  of  many  species.  North- 
eastern Baja  California  was  again  well  cov- 
ered, and  summer  saw  the  release  by  Univer- 
sity of  California  Press  of  Birds  of  the  Salton 
Sea:  Status,  Biogeography,  and  Ecology.  This 
major  work,  by  Michael  A.  Patten,  Guy 
McCaskie,  and  Philip  Unitt  covers  a portion  of 
the  Mexicali  Valley  and  promises  to  con- 
tribute much  toward  our  understanding  of  the 
Salton  Sink  region  and  its  birdlife. 


Abbreviation: 

Martir). 


S.S.P.M.  (Sierra  San  Pedro 


LOONS  THROUGH  SKIMMERS 

Common  Loons  at  Cerro  Prieto  declined  in 
number  from  5 on  29  May  to  2 on  7 Jul  and  ij 
one  on  31  Aug  (MJ1  et  al.).  Far  up  the  Pacific 
coast  of  Baja  California  were  a juv.  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  at  Laguna  Figueroa  14  Jul 
(tMJI)  and  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  25  Jun  (tKW).  Also  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda,  9 ad.  Reddish  Egrets  30  Jun 
(KW)  represented  a high  count  and  presum- 
ably included  birds  from  the  nesting  colony  at 
Islas  Todos  Santos.  Least  Bitterns  were  again 
found  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Baja  California 
on  the  Maneadero  Plain,  with  one  or  2 
observed  3-7  Jul  (RAE,  DSC).  Despite  their 
recent  decline  evident  at  the  Salton  Sea,  Wood 
Storks  were  recorded  in  the  Mexicali  Valley 
for  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  with  2 over  the 
Rio  Hardy  19  May  (HI),  followed  by  one  there 
8 Jul  (RAE,  MJI).  Beginning  in  Oct  2002,  cap- 
tive-bred California  Condors  were  released  in 
the  S.S.RM.  As  of  this  writing,  6 free-flying 
birds  are  being  closely  monitored  by  a team  of 
Mexican  and  American  biologists  (fide  Hora- 
cio  de  la  Cueva). 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  now  appear 
to  be  resident  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  near  La 
Paz,  but  nesting  has  not  been  confirmed.  Two 
were  there  8 Jul  (RC,  LS,  DS).  A female  Wood 
Duck  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  8 Jul  (tMJI,  RAE) 
was  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Colorado 
Desert  portion  of  the  Region  and  was  present 
in  an  unexpected  season.  On  the  nw.  coast, 
late  spring  rains  apparently  resulted  in  good 
conditions  for  nesting  ducks.  Gadwall  was 
confirmed  nesting  at  the  Rio  Guadalupe  estu- 
ary 3 Jul  (RAE)  and  at  Lagunita  El  Cipres 
3-14  Jul  (4+  broods;  RAE  et  al.);  single  Cin- 
namon Teal  broods  were  at  the  same  locations 
3 Jul  (RAE);  and  4+  Redhead  broods  were  at 
Lagunita  El  Cipres  3-12  Jul  (ph.  GR-C  et  al.). 
Mallards  nested  at  a minimum  of  six  sites  and 
Ruddy  Ducks  at  five.  Other  rare  summering 
ducks  included  an  American  Wigeon  at  Lagu- 
nita El  Cipres  21  May-3  Jul  and  2 at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  12  Jul;  up  to  3 Northern  Pintails 
at  Estero  Punta  Banda  3-12  Jul;  a male  Ring- 
necked Duck  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  3 
Jul— 23  Sep;  a male  Lesser  Scaup  at  Ensenada 
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3=14  Jul;  and  a female  Red-breasted  Mer- 
ganser on  the  Rio  Hardy,  Mexicali  Valley  7 Jul 
(all  RAE,  MJI). 

Although  expected,  given  their  status  in  the 
adjacent  Imperial  Valley,  a pair  of  White-tailed 
Kites  with  2 juvs.  near  Ejido  Pachuca  13  Jun 
(AC,  JJB)  represented  the  first  confirmed  nest- 
ing in  the  Mexicali  Valley.  Also  unprecedented 
in  the  Mexicali  Valley  in  summer  was  a light 
ad.  Swainson’s  Hawk  w.  of  Algodones  7 jul 
(tMJI,  RAE);  n.  of  the  U.S.  border  there  are 
several  Jun/Jul  records  for  the  lower  Colorado 
River  Valley  and  the  Imperial  Valley. 

A Black  Rail  voice-recorded  on  the  lower 
Rio  San  Telmo  12  Jul  (MJI)  was  encouraging, 
especially  following  negative  survey  results 
there  in  the  spring.  High  jun  shorebird  counts 
at  El  Centenario,  near  La  Paz,  included  20 
Black-bellied  Plovers  3 Jun;  33  Semipalmated 
Plovers  3 jun,  with  198  on  30  jun;  and  48 
Western  Sandpipers  30  Jun  (RC,  IMC,  CV). 
As  they  have  begun  to  do  in  recent  years  in 
coastal  s.  California,  Western  Gulls  now  fre- 
quent non-marine  habitats  along  the  coast. 
Examples  this  season  included  5 at  Camalu 
and  32  on  the  e.  Maneadero  Plain  (both  14 
Jul;  MJI).  Earlier  examples  included  5 on  the 
Rio  Santo  Domingo,  e.  of  the  mission,  21  Apr 
2002  (RAH  et  al.),  100  at  Parque  de  la  Amis- 
tad  in  e.  Tijuana  29  Jan  2003  (RAE),  and  25  at 
a lake  se.  of  Maneadero  19  May  2003  (RAE). 
Although  Black  Terns  summer  regularly  at  the 
Salton  Sea,  one  at  Campo  Mosqueda  8 Jul 
(RAE,  MJI)  apparently  represents  the  first 
summer  record  for  ne.  Baja  California.  Most 
nesting  waterbirds  at  Cerro  Prieto  were  pres- 
ent in  average  numbers,  but  a count  of  240  ad. 
Black  Skimmers  there  7 Jul  (MJI,  RAE)  nearly 
doubled  the  previous  maximum. 

OWLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  is  presumed  to  breed 
in  the  S.S.EM.,  at  least  sporadically  and  one 
was  voice-recorded  there,  just  below  Corona 
de  Arriba  12  jul  (MJI).  Anna’s  Hummingbird 
was  presumed  to  breed  in  ne.  Baja  California 
( Monographs  in  Field  Ornithology  3:  48),  but 
first  confirmation  was  provided  by  a female 
feeding  a juv.  at  San  Felipe  5-6  Mar  (DSC) 
and  2 fledglings  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  8 Ju! 
(MJI,  RAE).  Belted  Kingfishers  are  not  known 
to  nest  in  the  Region,  so  a male  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  30  Jun  was  of  interest  (KW).  An 
odd-looking  juv.  woodpecker  at  Rancho  San 
Jose  14  Jul  appeared  to  be  a Hairy  x Ladder- 
backed  hybrid  (tMJI).  A pair  of  Pacific-slope 
Flycatchers  at  a park  in  Ensenada  21  May-3 
Jul  (RAE)  was  the  first  to  be  found  nesting  in 
the  lowlands  of  Baja  California,  although  with 
unknown  success. 

Loggerhead  Shrike — recently  considered  a 
“fairly  common  resident  throughout  much  of 
Baja  California”  (S.R.  Wilbur,  1987,  Birds  of 
Baja  California ) — appears  to  be  declining 
alarmingly  in  the  lowlands  of  Baja  California 
as  in  adjacent  coastal  s.  California  (e.g.,  E 


Unitt,  in  the  San  Diego  Bird  Atlas  manuscript, 
reports  sharp  recent  declines  in  both  breeding 
and  wintering  populations  and  suggests  that 
the  species  “could  easily  be  extirpated  from 
coastal  southern  California  early  in  the 
twenty-first  century”).  No  shrikes  were 
recorded  (a)  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  11-12  Apr 
(DSC),  (b)  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  and  Rio  Col- 
orado area  29  May  (MJI  et  al),  or  (c)  between 
Tijuana  and  San  Quintin  7-10  Jul  (DSC). 
Observers  are  encouraged  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  this  species  and  to  report  their 
observations  (or  lack  thereof)- 

Bell’s  Vireos  were  again  reported  at  scattered 
locations,  including  an  ad.  at  the  Rfo 
Guadalupe  estuary  3 jul  (RAE),  2 ads.  along 
the  lower  Rio  San  Telmo  12  Jul  (MJI),  and  a 
juv.  at  La  Cienega — at  1800-1900  m elevation 
in  the  S.S.P.M.— 13  Jul  2003  (MJI).  A high 
count  of  17  Warbling  Vireos,  including  fledg- 
lings, was  tallied  at  La  Cienega  on  13  Jul  (MJI). 
A Tree  Swallow  at  Vado  Carranza  on  the  Rio 
Colorado  8 jui  (MJI)  was  probably  an  early  fall 
migrant  (cf.  Monographs  in  Field  Ornithology  3: 
51),  whereas  “several”  Bam  Swallows  on  the 
San  Quintin  Plain  8 jul  (DSC)  probably  nested 
s.  of  the  known  range  in  nw.  Baja  California.  A 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  on  the  Rio  Col- 
orado near  Colonia  Carranza  2 jun  (ph.  HI) 
was  probably  a remnant  of  this  species’ 
unusual  lowland  dispersal  in  fall  2002;  the 
species  was  previously  unrecorded  in  ne.  Baja 
California  and  was  most  unexpected  in  jun. 
An  American  Robin  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  8 Jul 
(MJI,  RAE)  provided  the  first  summer  record 
for  ne.  Baja  California.  A straggling  flock  of 
35+  Cedar  Waxwings  was  on  the  lower  Rio 
Santo  Tomas  8 Jun  (JEP). 

Notable  vagrant  warblers  included  a hatch- 
year  Lucy’s  Warbler  at  Santo  Tomas  14  Jul 
(tMJI),  a singing  male  Northern  Parula  on  the 
lower  Rio  Santo  Tomas  7-8  Jun  2003  (JEP), 
and  female  Hooded  Warblers  at  La  Salina  20 
Jul  into  the  fall  period  (tDSC  et  al.)  and  at  La 
Cienega  in  the  S.S.PM.  13  Jul  (tMJI).  A male 
Yellow  Warbler  singing  in  an  isolated  cotton- 
wood in  an  agricultural  area  w.  of  Algodones  7 
Jul  (RAE,  MJI)  provided  the  first  modern 
summer  record  for  ne.  Baja  California  (see 
Monographs  in  Field  Ornithology  3:  53-54). 
Two  or  3 male  Summer  Tanagers  at  La 
Cienega  13  jul  (MJI)  did  not  exhibit  evidence 
of  breeding,  but  this  warrants  future  monitor- 
ing. At  least  3 Chipping  Sparrows,  including 
singing  males  and  a pair  carrying  food,  were 
in  an  olive  grove  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  3-14 
jul  (RAE,  MJI),  away  from  previously  known 
breeding  areas  in  the  S.S.PM.  and  on  Isla 
Coronado  Sur  (Wilbur  1987).  A male  Indigo 
Bunting  at  La  Salina  10  Jul  (DSC)  was  singing 
there  12  Jul  (tMJI).  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
are  not  known  to  breed  in  coastal  Baja  Cali- 
fornia, so  2 singing  males  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  3 Jul  (RAE)  and  an  agitated  male  with  a 
female  at  the  same  location  14  jul  (MJI)  war- 
rant mention.  American  Goldfinches  are  rare 
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r » The  following  item  on  bird  survey  efforts  in  the  Rio  Col- 
orado floodplain  is  contributed  by  Osvel  Hinojosa-Huerta: 

"After  approximately  20  years  of  continuous  desiccation,  the 
floodplain  of  the  Rio  Colorado  experienced  pulse  floods  during 
the  periods  1983-1986,  1993-1994,  and  1997-1999.  The 
result  has  been  reestablishment  of  nearly  3000  ha  of  cotton- 
wood-willow association  in  the  20,000-ha  floodplain.  A team  of 
six  observers  coordinated  by  the  Mexican  conservation  organi- 
zation Pronatura  Noroeste-Mar  de  Cortes  has  visited  the  area 
since  March  2002  to  assess  bird  populations.  This  has  included 
monthly  point  counts  at  240  stations,  a MAPS  constant-effort 
banding  station,  and  call-response  surveys  for  bitterns,  rails, 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos,  and  Willow  Flycatchers.  We  have 
detected  169  species,  banded  322  birds,  and  counted  79,023 
individuals  during  point  counts.  Species  of  interest  that  now 
apparently  breed  regularly  indude  Cinnamon  Tea!,  Least  Bittern, 
Osprey,  flapper  Rail,  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  Crissal  Thrasher,  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat,  Blue  Grosbeak,  and  Lesser  Goldfinch.  Most 
significantly,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  have  been  recorded,  with  8 
singing  males  detected  in  2003  (15  May-8  Jul).  We  have 
detected  a few  Bell's  Vireos,  but  their  status  remains  unclear.  Elf 
Owl,  Glided  Flicker,  Willow  Flycatcher,  Brown-crested  Fly- 
catcher, Lucy's  Warbler,  and  Summer  Tanager  breed  on  the  Col- 
orado R.  n.  of  the  border  but  have  not  been  detected  breeding  in 
the  Mexican  floodplain.  A 15-year  drought  predicted  by  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Reclamation  for  the  Colorado  River  basin  would 
undoubtedly  result  in  the  loss  of  many  restored  cottonwood- 
willow  areas  that  our  investigations  have  shown  to  be  vitally 
important  in  maintaining  the  abundance,  stability,  and  regener- 
ation of  the  region's  native  bird  populations.  A binational  coali- 
tion of  organizations  is  working  toward  the  conservation  of  the 
Rio  Colorado  floodplain.  Target  actions  include  the  allocation  of 
a modest  continuous  instream  flow  (2-3  mVs)  and  a larger 
pulse  flood  every  four  or  five  years  (100  m3/s)  to  facilitate  the 
propagation  of  new  trees  and  to  maintain  floodplain  dynamics. 
The  Pronatura  team  plans  to  continue  assessing  the  responses  of 
vegetation  and  bird  populations  to  the  varying  flow  of  water 
through  the  Rio  Colorado  in  Mexico." 

in  nw.  Baja  California,  particularly  in  summer; 
one  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  28  Jun  (KW)  and 
4 at  Punta  Bandera  3 Jul  (RAE)  were  the  only 
ones  reported. 

OVERDUE  CONFIRMED  NESTING  SPECIES 

To  our  knowledge,  the  following  represent  the 
first  confirmed  Regional  nesting  records  for 
these  species  (cf.  Howell  et  al.  2001,  Mono- 
graphs in  Field  Ornithology  3:  171-203):  ca.  75 
Gambel’s  Quail  w.  of  Algodones  7 Jul  included 
numerous  fledglings  (MJI,  RAE);  32  Inca 
Doves  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  8 Jul  included 
fledglings  (MJI,  RAE);  and  6 Blue  Grosbeaks 
on  the  Maneadero  Plain  3 Jul  included  fledg- 
lings (RAE). 

Contributors:  Jose  Juan  Butron,  Juan  Butron, 
Alejandro  Calvo,  Roberto  Carmona,  Israel 
Martinez  Cedillo,  Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Richard 
A.  Erickson,  Robert  A.  Hamilton,  Osvel  Hino- 
josa-Huerta, Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Helena  Iturribar- 
ria,  James  E.  Pike,  Virginia  Radola,  Gorgonio 
Ruiz-Campos,  Dalia  Sarabia,  Luis  Sauma,  Cit- 
lali  Vazquez,  Kathleen  Whitney.  © 
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As  is  usual  in  the  summer  months, 
we  received  fewer  reports  than  for 
other  times  of  the  year.  This  period, 
however,  we  received  a particularly  large 
contribution  from  Northern  Mexico,  par- 
ticularly Chihuahua  and  Tamaulipas. 

NORTHERN  MEXICO 


Arvin  reports  that  above  Gomez  Farias, 
Tamaulipas,  the  rains  and  peak  breeding 
by  most  birds  were  both  about  two  weeks 
behind  schedule  this  year,  beginning 
around  1 June  rather  than  in  mid-May. 

TINAMOUS  THROUGH  SWIFTS 

At  least  4 Thicket  Tinamous  were  heard 
in  the  first  week  of  Jun,  somewhat  n.  in 
the  lower  foothill  and  mountain  canyons 
of  the  Sierra  Madre  Oriental  at 
Parque/Balneario  El  Tigre  in  the  headwa- 
ters of  the  Rio  Corona,  Tamps,  and  at  Par- 
que  Los  Troncones  in  Canon  La  Peregrina 
(headwaters  of  Rio  Purificacion)  (DK, 
TB);  this  species  was  past  its  song  peak  at 
El  Cielo  Biological  Station,  Tamps,  by  23 
Jun  QCA).  Several  Great  Blue  Herons 

iwere  observed  just  s.  of  Nuevo  Casas 
Grandes,  Chih.  27  Jul  (DK).  Seven  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks  seen  near  Janos, 
Chih.  27  Jul  (MSM,  m.  ob.)  could  be  just 


as  conceivably  wanderers  from  expanding 
U.S.  populations  as  from  Mexican  ones. 
In  the  first  week  of  jun,  singles  and  sev- 
eral pairs  of  Muscovy  Ducks  were  seen 
along  the  Rio  Sabinas  (HGdS)  and  along 
the  Rio  Corona  and  at  Parque  Los  Tron- 
cones, including  a female  with  7 duck- 
lings less  than  one  week  old  upstream  of 


Parque  El  Tigre  (DK,  TB). 

A pair  of  Cooper’s  Hawks  were  heard 
cackling  at  Ejido  Miraflores  on  the  Rio 
Corona  in  the  first  week  of  Jun,  suggest- 
ing breeding  (DK,  TB).  A Northern 
Goshawk  was  seen  29  Jul  near  Ejido 
Cebadillas,  Chih.  (approx.  28°  40’  N,  108° 
19’  W;  MSM,  m.  ob.).  An  Ornate  Hawk- 
Eagle  was  displaying  around  El  Cielo  Bio- 
logical Station  in  late  Jun  (JCA).  One 
light-morph  ad.  Collared  Forest-Falcon 
was  being  harassed  by  Brown  Jays  above 
Parque  Los  Troncones  in  early  jun  (DK, 
TB).  A Bat  Falcon  was  reported  in  N.L.  on 
the  road  to  Rayones  5 Jul  (RS,  JS,  AGS, 
IG).  A calling  Crested  Guan  was  seen  in  a 
Montezuma  Cypress  at  Parque/Balneario 
El  Tigre  4 Jun  (DK,  TB).  Singing  Quail 
was  past  its  song  peak  at  El  Cielo  Biolog- 
ical Station,  Tamps,  by  23  jun  (JCA). 
Around  1 7 Long-billed  Curlews  were  for- 
aging in  an  irrigated  area  at  Ejido  San 


Pedro,  Chih.  1 Jun  (BH,  SD).  Several 
Laughing  Gulls  were  foraging  over  agri- 
cultural fields  n.  of  Ciudad  Victoria, 
Tamps.  1 Jun  (DK,  TB). 

Six  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were 
found  in  Camargo,  Chih.  10  Jul,  5 of 
them  in  a trailer  park  at  the  s.  edge  of 
town  (ph.  SW,  RW,  JS,  SB).  A Greater 
Roadrunner  was  in  a cultivated  field  on 
the  s.  outskirts  of  Madera  27  Jul  (MSM, 
m.  ob.).  Red-billed  Pigeons  were  numer- 
ous but  not  vocal  in  the  lowlands  and 
lower  foothills  of  Tamps,  around  Ciudad 
Victoria  and  the  Rio  Corona  in  the  first 
week  of  jun  (DK,  TB),  but  they  were 
singing  at  middle  elevations  (roughly 
1070  m)  at  Alta  Cima,  Tamps,  in  the  same 
week  (HGdS).  A pair  of  Blue  Ground- 
Doves  with  an  imm.  were  at  Bocatoma  II 
near  Gomez  Farias,  Tamps.  5 Jun  (HGdS). 
As  in  early  Apr  (see  the  report  for  spring 
2003),  White-crowned  Parrots  were  fairly 
inconspicuous  and  in  pairs  above  Gomez 
Farias  in  the  first  week  of  Jun  (HGdS).  A 
pair  was  being  followed  by  a fully-grown 
young  bird  at  the  El  Cielo  Biological  Sta- 
tion in  late  Jun  (JCA).  In  the  first  week  of 
Jun,  10-15  Red-crowned  Parrots  in  small 
groups  or  pairs  were  seen  flying  over  Bal- 
neario  El  Tigre  and  Parque  Los  Troncones 
(DK,  TB). 

Several  Squirrel  Cuckoos  were  seen 
and  heard  at  Balneario  El  Tigre  in  the  first 
week  of  jun  (DK,  TB).  Tamaulipas 
Pygmy-Owl  was  still  singing  at  the  El 
Cielo  Biological  Station  in  late  Jun  but  not 
as  frequently  as  in  spring  (JCA).  Two  or  3 
Chimney  Swifts  were  heard  and  well  seen 
the  small  village  of  Guemez,  around  25 
km  n.  of  Ciudad  Victoria  on  Hwy  101,  in 
the  first  week  of  Jun,  heard  most  fre- 
quently just  before  afternoon  rains  (DK, 
TB). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  STARLING 

An  Azure-crowned  Hummingbird  in  the 
clearing  at  Alta  Cima  4 Jun  (HGdS)  was 
low  according  to  Arvin  (2001).  Displaying 
male  Bumblebee  Hummingbirds  were 
numerous  at  La  Perra,  Tamps.  (2000  m 
elevation)  in  late  Jun  (JCA).  A Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  was  recorded  at  2800  m ele- 
vation on  Cerro  Potosi  14  jun  (AH) — the 
2nd  record  ever  (and  2nd  record  this  year) 
in  N.L.  An  Olivaceous  Woodcreeper  was 
high  at  1800  m elevation  above  El  Cielo 
Biological  Station  in  late  Jun  (JCA).  Ivory- 
billed Woodcreepers  were  feeding  chicks 
in  a nest  at  the  El  Cielo  Biological  Station 
late  Jun  (JCA).  A wood-pewee,  presumed 
Eastern,  was  seen  along  Hwy  101  n.  of 
Ciudad  Victoria  on  the  late  date  of  2 Jun 
(DK,  TB).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  near  an  irri- 
gation ditch  along  Hwy  97  s.  of  Reynosa, 
Tamps.  2 Jun  was  thought  to  be  a tardy 
northbound  migrant  (DK,  TB).  A Willow 
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Flycatcher  at  a willow-lined  tank  nw.  of 
Ejido  San  Pedro  1 Jun  was  a migrant,  not 
on  territory  (BH,  SD).  A pair  of  nesting 
Western  Kingbirds  were  feeding  2+ 
chicks  at  the  Pharr/Reynosa  International 
Bridge  1 Jun;  the  nest  was  under  the 
sun/rain  protection  structure  over  the 
inspection  area  (DK,  TB).  Several  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  at  km-post  108  on  Hwy 
97  s.  of  Reynosa  and  at  Guemez  in  the  first 
week  of  Jun  were  s.  of  their  mapped 
breeding  range  (DK,  TB).  No  Tamaulipas 
Crows  were  seen  around  Ciudad  Victoria 
and  the  Rio  Corona  in  the  first  week  of 
Jun;  several  Chihuahuan  Ravens  were 
present  in  these  areas  (DK,  TB). 

A Mangrove  Swallow  was  n.  and  inland 
at  Presa  Las  Adjuntas/Vicente  Guerrero, 
Tamps,  in  the  first  week  of  Jun  (DK,  TB). 
Canyon  Wrens  were  present  but  not 
numerous  in  the  canyons  at  Parque  Los 
Troncones  and  Parque  El  Tigre  in  early 
Jun  (DK,  TB).  An  American  Robin  at  Alta 
Cima  4 Jun  represents  a species  over- 
looked for  sw.  Tamps  by  Arvin  (2001). 
Small  numbers  of  European  Starlings  were 
seen  around  Ciudad  Victoria  in  the  first 
week  of  Jun,  including  ads.  frequenting  a 
hole  in  a dead  snag  in  the  flooded  portion 
of  Presa  Vicente  Guerrero  (DK,  TB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A Crescent-chested  Warbler  was  near 
Ejido  Cebadillas  29-30  Jul  (TF,  MSM,  m. 
ob.).  Two  or  3 Yellow  Warblers  were 
singing  along  the  Rio  Corona  in  several 
days  in  early  Jun  (DK,  TB).  A Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  was  seen  in  Parque 
Ecologico  Chipinque,  Monterrey,  N.L.  9 
Jul  (RK).  A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
was  in  a mixed  flock  s.  of  Ejido  Cebadil- 
las 28  Jul,  perhaps  an  early  migrant.  A 
singing  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was 
in  the  Bald  Cypresses  along  the  Rio 
Corona  3 Jun  (DK,  TB).  Two  or  3 male 
Summer  Tanagers  were  along  the  Rio 
Corona,  where  not  known  to  breed,  in  the 
first  week  of  Jun  (DK,  TB).  Eight  Yellow- 
winged Tanagers  were  in  the  large  clear- 
ing at  Alta  Cima  in  the  first  week  of  Jun 
(HGdS).  About  8 Lark  Buntings  (some 
males  still  in  alternate  plumage)  were  s.  of 
Janos  31  Jul  (JD,  m.  ob.). 

In  the  first  week  of  Jun,  Crimson-col- 
lared Grosbeaks  were  occasionally 
singing  in  the  forest  around  Alta  Cima 
(and  foraging  individuals  were  seen  eat- 
ing leaves  of  an  unidentified  vine  and 
fruits  of  Trema  micrantha ) and  in  the 
lower  foothills  on  the  outskirts  of  Gomez 
Farias  (HGdS);  the  only  observation  in 
the  lower  foothills  around  the  Rio  Corona 
was  of  one  female  at  a fruiting  fig  tree 
(DK,  TB).  One  female  Blue  Grosbeak  at 
Alta  Cima  3 Jun  (HGdS)  was  high  accord- 


ing to  Arvin  (2001).  Several  Lazuli 
Buntings  were  s.  of  Janos  and  n.  of  Nuevo 
Casas  Grandes  27&  31  Jul  (MSM,  nr. 
ob.).  A male  Painted  Bunting  was  seen  30 
Jul  in  streamside  willows  at  the  Puente 
Huapoca  over  the  Rio  Sirupa,  Chih.  (29° 
N,  108°  13’  W,  around  1600  m elevation; 
TF,  m.  ob  ).  A female  Red-winged  Black- 
bird at  Alta  Cima  4 Jun  (HGdS)  was  high 
for  the  sw.  Tamps,  region.  A male  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  near  Janos  27  Jul 
(MSM,  m.  ob.). 

Contributors:  John  C.  Arvin,  Tim  Brush, 
Scott  Dieni,  Jon  Dunn,  Ted  Floyd,  Hector 
Gomez  de  Silva,  Ignacio  Granados,  Anto- 
nio Hidalgo,  Bill  Howe,  Rich  Kostecke, 
Dave  Krueper,  Adrian  Ganem  Sada,  Juan- 
cho  Sada,  Rene  Sada,  Mike  San  Miguel. 
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Howell  & Webb  (1995).  A late  Forster’s 
Tern  in  breeding  plumage  was  at  the 
Papaloapan  R.  part  of  the  A.W.S.  17  Jun. 
Royal  Terns  seem  to  stay  in  the  A.W.S. 
throughout  the  year,  but  there  is  no  con- 
firmed nesting  record  yet.  Two  Common 
Terns  were  seen  in  the  A.W.S.  23  Jun,  a 
late  record. 

A nesting  pair  of  Red-lored  Parrots  was 
in  the  heart  of  the  A.W.S.;  according  to 
the  literature,  the  mangroves  are  not  a 
habitat  for  the  species  during  the  breed- 
ing season.  Common  Nighthawks  were 
seen  3 Jun  at  L.B.,  24  Jun  at  Sa.,  and  28  Jul 
at  A.W.S.,  s.  of  mapped  breeding  range. 
Four  Spot-tailed  Nightjars  were  calling  at 
the  entrance  of  the  L.B.  road. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH 
GOLDFINCHES 

Female  Green-breasted  Mangos  (known 


Distrito  Federal 


After  a prolonged  dry  season  lasting  to 
late  May  in  most  of  the  subregion,  June 
and  July  were  wet.  Localities  are  in  Ver- 
acruz unless  otherwise  stated. 

Abbreviations:  A.W.S.  (Alvarado  wetland 
system);  L.B.  (Las  Barrancas);  L.P.  (La 
Piedra);  M.P.  (Malpais,  2300  m elevation), 
Sa.  (Salinas),  Xa.  (Xalapa,  1300  m elevation). 

HERONS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

A couple  of  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
in  the  Rio  Papagayo,  Gro.  1 Jul  (AOl) 
were  outside  of  the  breeding  range 
mapped  by  Howell  & Webb  (1995).  Two 
Aplomado  Falcon  nests  were  found  at  L. 
P and  L.  B.  roads  just  n.  of  Alvarado  2-3 
Jun,  rare  during  the  breeding  season  in 
this  area.  Five  King  Rails  were  heard  and 
seen  in  the  heart  of  the  A.W.S.  2-3  Jun 
and  1 Jul,  belonging  to  an  apparently  iso- 
lated population  in  the  lowlands  of  cen. 
Ver.  A Spotted  Sandpiper  seen  at  a small 
river  in  the  A.W.S.  28  Jul  provided  an 
early  record.  Two  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
seen  at  the  Rio  Limon  part  of  the  A.W.S., 
early  records  for  this  transient  species.  A 
Gull-billed  Tern  was  seen  3 Jun  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Alvarado  lagoon,  somewhat 
s.  the  breeding-season  range  mapped  in 


as  summer  residents  in  Ver.  and  adjacent 
states)  were  seen  3 Jun  at  L.P  and  28  Jul 
at  A.W.S.  Green  Violet-ears  were  appar- 
ently absent  in  Parque  Nacional  Desierto 
de  los  Leones,  D.E  through  25  Jul  but 
were  conspicuously  vocal  there  on  every 
visit  from  26  Jul  through  Aug  (SA).  A pair 
of  Magnificent  Hummingbirds  was  at 
U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden  19  jun 
(HGdS).  Two  very  vocal  male  Lucifer 
Hummingbirds  were  at  M.P  12  Jul  (BS), 
slightly  e.  of  normal  range.  Two  male 
Bumblebee  Hummingbirds  were  defend- 
ing territories  at  M.P  12  Jul.  A Ladder- 
backed  Woodpecker  was  heard  near 
Insurgentes  and  Xola,  deep  inside  the 
urbanized  parts  of  Mexico  City,  where 
rare,  12  Jun  (HGdS). 

A Least  Flycatcher  was  seen  s.  of  Sa.  28 
Jul,  somewhat  early.  A Common  Tody- 
Flycatcher  nest  with  young  was  seen  in 
the  s.  A.W.S.  2 Jun,  in  the  n.  margin  of  the 
species’  range.  An  American  Dipper  was 
seen  in  Parque  Nacional  Desierto  de  los 
Leones  14  Jun  (SA).  Two  European  Star- 
lings were  near  Metro  Universidad  12  Jun 
(HGdS;  MPV);  this  scarce  wanderer  in  the 
D.E  had  apparently  never  before  been 
recorded  in  Ciudad  Universitaria.  A male 
Red-legged  Honeycreeper  was  well  seen 
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in  tropical  deciduous  forest  at  Cerro  del 
Tepeguaje,  Gro.  30jun  (AOI);  this  species 
is  known  to  emigrate  from  Gro.  in  late 
summer/early  fall,  and  this  record  in 
seemingly  bad  habitat  may  have  pertained 
to  such  a migrant.  One  Rusty-crowned 
Ground-Sparrow,  extremely  rare  in  the 
D.E,  was  in  the  U.N.A.M.  botanical  gar- 
den 12  jun  (RW),  and  a pair  was  seen 
there  19  Jun,  the  male  singing  vigorously 
from  15  m high  (!)  at  the  top  of  a tree 
(HGdS,  RW,  AOI). 

Cinamon-bellied  Flowerpiercers,  ab- 
sent from  the  open  pine  woods  at  3500  m 
elevation  above  Jalatlaco,  Mex.  in  dry 
mid-May,  were  conspicuous  there  23-25 
Jun,  coinciding  with  an  increase  in  hum- 
mingbirds there  (HGdS).  Several  Black- 
chinned  Sparrows  were  singing  and 
defending  territories  at  M.R  12  Jul.  One 
vigorously  singing  Sierra  Madre  Sparrow 
was  above  Jalatlaco  24  Jun,  as  was  a 
Canyon  Towhee — very  high  at  3200  in 
elevation  (HGdS).  Three  Northern  Cardi- 
nals and  a Varied  Bunting  were  at  the 
U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden  12  Jun  (RW), 
and  2 male  Northern  Cardinals  were  there 
19  Jun  (HGdS,  AOI,  RW).  A Blue  Gros- 
beak was  at  Cerro  del  Tepeguaje,  Gro.  30 
Jun  (AOI).  Single  nests  of  Ochre  Oriole 
on  the  L.B.  road  2 Jun  and  along  the 
Limon  R.,  A.W.S.  28  Jul  were  near  the  s. 
margin  of  their  breeding  range.  As  every 
year,  multitudes  of  Lesser  Goldfinches 
arrive  to  Xa.  and  farther  downslope  to 
breed  during  Jun  and  Jul,  e.  of  their 
mapped  range. 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Sofia  Arenas,  Hector  Gomez  de 
Silva,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  Monica  Perez  Vil- 
lafana,  Bob  Straub,  Richard  Wilson. 
Uncredited  observations  are  by  Jorge 
Montejo  and  Amy  McAndrews. 
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r ft  A pair  of  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatchers  was  found  nesting  near  Piedra  Azul  Dam  above  Teotitlan  del  Valle  (Forcey  et  al ). 

Ilhis  is  the  first  confirmed  nesting  of  the  species  in  cen.  Oaxaca,  although  the  species  was  reported  as  possibly  nest- 
ing along  San  Felipe  Creek  in  spring  1 998.  These  birds  were  first  seen  22  May,  but  nesting  was  not  observed  until  6 & 1 0 Jun. 
In  addition  to  being  the  first  nesting  for  the  area,  the  nest  showed  some  interesting  characteristics  not  previously  noted  for 
the  species,  which  has  been  reported  to  nest  exclusively  in  tree  cavities.  When  first  seen,  the  Sulphur-bellieds  were  inter- 
acting with  a pair  of  Great  Kiskadees,  which  are  common  nesters  in  the  area.  From  the  observations  that  followed,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  Suphur-bellfeds  were  usurping  an  active  kiskadee  nest.  This  pair  of  Sulphur-bellieds  built  their  nest  on  top  of 
a kiskadee  nest,  about  12  m up  in  a fork  of  a eucalyptus  tree  (a  typical  nest  site  for  kiskadees  in  cen.  Oaxaca).  The  Sulphur- 
bellieds  provided  the  nest  with  dried  grasses  and  other  herbaceous  material  that  formed  a dome  over  the  old  nest.  In  the 
photographs,  this  newer  material  is  dearly  distinguishable  from  the  kiskadee  nest  below.  They  were  seen  to  enter  the  nest 
cavity  on  both  Jun  visits  to  the  site. 


Plover,  one  Snowy  and  3 Semipalmated 
Plovers,  2 Black-necked  Stilts,  a Whim- 
brel,  2 Sanderlings,  20  Laughing  Gulls,  a 
Caspian  Tern,  and  4 Black  Skimmers.  Six 
Lesser  Nighthawks  were  well  seen  roost- 
ing on  dead  limbs  at  Playa  Bachoco,  2 km 
w.  of  Puerto  Escondido,  30  Jul. 

Contributors:  Susan  Beck,  Jim  Scanlon, 
Renee  West,  Steve  West.  All  reports  are 
from  Oaxaca  by  John  Forcey. 

YUCATAN  peninsula 


remained?  There  were  several  early 
reports  of  Neotropical/Nearctic  migrants. 
Are  some  of  these  truly  early,  or  is  it  just 
that  we  have  more  people  looking — or  are 
more  birds  oversummering  than  in  years 
past? 

GREBES  THROUGH  TITYRAS 

A group  of  50  American  White  Pelicans  at 
Churburna  near  Progreso,  Yuc.  18  Jun 
(DB)  and  other  reports — such  as  5 pho- 
tographed on  a sandbar  with  nesting 
flamingos  in  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere 


Rio  Lagartos 


Merida 


Weather  was  hot  and  humid,  as  is  usual 
for  this  period.  A concentration  of  Black 
Catbirds  inland  near  Izamal,  Yucatan, 
where  the  species  is  normally  rather 
scarce,  was  noteworthy.  In  addition,  Man- 
grove Cuckoo  was  found  as  far  inland  as 
the  southern  portion  of  the  state  of 


Puerto  Escondido 


Huatulco 


A# 

• SanCristobal 
/ de  las  Casas 


El  Triunl 
Tapachula^J 


A Great  Egret  and  15  Cattle  Egrets  at 
Piedra  Azul  Dam  and  25  Cattle  Egrets  at 
the  Tlacolula  sewage  discharge  area,  all  6 
Jun,  represent  new  late  dates  for  these 
species  in  the  Oax.  Valley.  Birds  that 
seemed  somewhat  early  at  Barra  de  Navi- 
dad,  7 km  e.  of  Puerto  Escondido,  30  Jul 
include  one  Osprey,  an  American  Golden- 


Yucatan.  Is  there  a yearly  inland  dispersal 
of  certain  coastal  species  during  the  late 
spring/summer  breeding  season  that  has 
previously  gone  unnoticed?  Or  did  Hurri- 
cane Isidore,  which  sat  over  the  northern 
coast  of  Yucatan  for  30  hours  22-23  Sep 
2002,  cause  some  birds  to  perform 
“escape  flights”  inland,  where  they  have 


Reserve  7 Jun  1979  (BM) — documented 
occasional  oversummering.  Four  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  were  at  Hacienda  Tabi, 
Yuc.  5 Jul,  where  first  observed  in  Nov 
and  then  again  in  Mar  and  Apr  ( fide  BM). 
This  species  was  observed  in  numbers 
near  the  Ria  Lag-artos  Biosphere  Reserve 
for  the  first  time  last  Nov,  and  their  recur- 
rence may  be  due  to  the  changes  in  habi- 
tat caused  by  Hurricane  Isidore.  This 
species  wanders  in  the  subregion  and  is 
not  frequently  observed  there. 

A Hook-billed  Kite  and  a Double-toothed 
Kite  were  first  recorded  in  Rancho  Santa 
Maria  in  n.  Q.  Roo  in  Jul  (PW).  A Zone- 
tailed Hawk  at  Playa  del  Carmen,  Q.  Roo  3 
Jun  (DB),  along  with  other  summer  sight- 
ings across  the  peninsula,  indicates  the  pos- 
sibility that  individuals  are  resident  in  the 
subregion.  A Collared  Forest-Falcon  at  a 
forested  cenote-cave  in  Rancho  Chankin 
near  Izamal  8 Jul  was  watching  over  the 
abundant  Cave  Swallows  and  about  200 
Turquoise-browed  Motmots  flying  in  and 
out  of  their  nesting  area  in  the  cave. 
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Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  is  a cavity-nesting  tyrannid  throughout 
its  range.  This  photograph,  taken  in  early  June  near  Piedra  Azul  Dam 
in  the  Valley  of  Oaxaca,  documents  the  first  confirmed  nest  in  central 
Oaxaca  and  illustrates  a heretofore-unreported  nesting  behavior: 
the  construction  of  a dome-shaped  nest  of  plant  material  on  top 
of  a Great  Kiskadee  nest.  Photograph  by  John  M.  Forcey. 


Two  Semipalmated  Plovers  and  4 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Churburna  18 
Jun  (DB)  probably  represented  oversum- 
mering birds.  One  Semipalmated  Plover 
was  also  observed  in  the  coastal  lagoon 
near  Telchac  Puerto,  Yuc.  14  Jul  (DB),  but 
this  could  have  been  a migrant.  Spotted 
Sandpiper  is  one  of  the  last  to  leave  the 
peninsula  and  first  to  return,  so  the  sight- 
ing of  one  at  Chelern  on  the  n.  coast  of 
Yuc.  29  Jul  (DB)  is  not  surprising.  Also 
observed  at  the  same  time  and  place  were 
2 Whimbrels  (DB).  Two  Ring-billed  Gulls 
were  reported  in  the  coastal  lagoon  near 
Telchac  Puerto  14  Jul  (DB);  and  a single 
Caspian  Tern  was  at  Churburna  18  Jun 
along  with  6 Common  and  6 Forster’s 
Terns  (DB).  Black  Terns  are  transients  in 
late  spring  and  return  as  early  as  14  Jul, 
when  15  were  observed  in  the  coastal 
lagoon  near  Telchac  Puerto  14  Jul  (DB). 

Two  Mourning  Doves  were  at  nearby 
Xcambo  as  early  as  14  Jun  (DB).  A Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  was  netted  25  Jul  at 
Rancho  Hobonil,  s.  Yuc.  (LC);  it  could 
have  been  either  a transient  or  a resident. 
Of  even  more  import  was  the  netting  (and 
photographing)  of  a Mangrove  Cuckoo  at 
the  same  location  10  Jul  (LC).  Mangrove 
Cuckoo  previously  has  been  known  only 
from  the  coastal  zone,  although  one  was 
observed  at  Hacienda  Tzalamcab  10  km  e. 
of  Izamal  and  another  at  San  Jose  Tecoh, 
8 km  s.  of  Izamal  16  Jul  (BM).  The  ques- 
tion arises  as  to  whether  the  distribution 
of  this  secretive  species  has  always 
included  these  areas,  or  is  there  a seasonal 
movement;  or  has  Hurricane  Isidore 
altered  their  movements  in  some  way? 

A Least  Flycatcher  was  netted  as  early 
as  8 Aug  at  Rancho  Hobonil  (LC),  and  a 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  seen  in  the 


same  area  of  Celestun  11  Jun 
through  Jul,  feeding  on  fruits  of  the 
poisonwood  tree  (VM,  DB,  FC).  A 
female  Gray-collared  Becard  was 
observing  feeding  on  fruit  of  tree 
known  locally  as  “kulin-che”  1 Jul 
in  forest  behind  the  village  of  Santo 
Domingo,  n.-cen.  Yuc.  (BM).  A male 
Black-crowned  Tityra,  as  uncom- 
mon as  the  previous  species,  was  at 
Hacienda  Tabi  13  Jul  (BM). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Purple  Martins  were  reported  flying 
over  Rancho  Santa  Maria  as  early  as 
27  Jun  (PW),  while  4 juv.  males 
perched  on  cables  with  7 Tree  Swal- 
lows 15  km  s.  of  Izamal  at  Rancho  la 
Piedra  16Jul  (BM).  Six  pairs  of  Cave 
Swallows  still  had  active  nests  in 
rafters  in  the  main  plaza  at  Izamal  8 
Jul  (BM).  Another  interesting  find 
this  summer  was  a good  number  of 
Black  Catbirds  throughout  the  area 
around  Izamal  30  Jun  through  16  Jul. 
Probably  one  of  the  earliest  dates  ever 
recorded  for  Yellow-throated  Warbler  in 
the  subregion  was  29  Jun,  a single  bird  at 
Celestun  (VM,  DB,  FC).  A Black-and- 
white  Warbler  was  netted  at  Rancho 
Hobonil  23  Jul  (LC),  and  a Prothonotary 
Warbler  was  netted  there  25  Jul  (LC). 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  is  known  to  pass 
through  the  subregion  early,  but  the  one 
seen  8 Jul  at  Rancho  Santa  Maria  was  the 
earliest  thus  far  (PW).  A male  Orchard 
Oriole  was  observed  at  Rancho  la  Piedra 
15  km  s.  of  Izamal  16  Jul  (BM),  while 
another  male  was  netted  at  Rancho 
Hobonil  5 Aug  (LC). 


EXOTICS 

Six  Tricolored  Munias  were  reported  at 
Celestun  29  Jun  and  7 Jul  (VM,  DB,  FC). 
The  first  report  of  this  species  in  the  sub- 
region,  and  indeed  in  Mexico,  was  in 
1993  in  Chixchulub,  Yuc.  (Eugene 
Anderson,  fide  BM),  and  its  first  appear- 
ance in  Celestun  was  in  1998  (DB). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
David  Bacab,  Luis  Chluim,  Francisco 
Cutz,  Alex  Dzib,  Jose  Loria,  Barbara 
MacKinnon,  Victor  Marin,  Ismael 
Navarro,  Paul  Wood. 
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June  and  July  are  more  than  just  the 
“nesting  season.”  They  are  the  months 
of  the  latest  spring  migrants 
and  the  earliest  fall  migrants,  oversum- 
mering shorebirds,  and  the  occasional  stray 
that  defies  any  pattern  of  occurrence.  Never- 
theless, it  is  the  time  of  year  when  the  fewest 
birders  are  afield  in  this  Region  (and  others). 
And  this  summer,  fewer  birders  were  afield 
than  in  either  of  the  previous  two  summers 
since  the  inauguration  of  seasonal  reports 
for  Central  America  in  this  journal.  Never- 
theless, despite  the  paucity  of  reports,  Sum- 
mer 2003  provided  the  first  breeding  record 
of  Roseate  Spoonbill  in  El  Salvador  and  what 
could  be  the  first  indications  of  an  invasion 
of  Tricolored  Munias  into  Central  America 
from  introduced  populations  in  the  West 
Indies.  Early  fall  arrival  dates  were  estab- 
lished for  at  least  two  species,  and  several 
species  were  reported  from  the  edges  of  their 
ranges  in  Panama  where  they  are  rare.  To 
these  “summer”  events  can  be  added  a 
belated  spring  report  of  a Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ter— the  latest  addition  to  the  impressive  list 
of  birds  from  Costa  Rica. 


SHEARWATERS  THROUGH 
SANDPIPERS 

A Cory’s  Shearwater,  suffering  a neck 
injury  and  unable  to  fly,  was  brought  to  AT 
(ph.)  and  GD  at  the  Caribbean  Conserva- 
tion Corporation  in  Tortuguero,  Limon  on  8 
Mar.  Despite  efforts  to  revive  it,  the  bird 
died  overnight.  This,  the  first  record  for 
Costa  Rica,  was  received  too  late  for  inclu- 
sion in  the  spring  issue.  Following  a record 
684  American  White  Pelicans  seen  in  El 
Salvador  on  3 May  at  Cerron  Grande,  Cha- 
latenango,  a group  of  26  was  reported 
overnighting  on  a sandbar  at  Barra  de  San- 
tiago, Ahuachapan  on  the  late  dates  of  6-7 
Jun  (JRS)-  In  Panama,  a 
Least  Bittern  was 
observed  30  Jul  at 
Changuinola,  Bocas  del 
Tow  (D,  D,  & CM). 

There  are  few  previous 
records  from  this 
province.  Unfortunately, 
the  Agami  Heron  breed- 
ing colony  discovered 
near  Punta  Gorda,  Belize 
two  summers  ago  and 
reported  again  last  sum- 
mer failed  to  materialize 
this  summer.  A pair  of 
Green  Ibis  (relatively 
rare  and  local  in 
Panama)  was  at  Isla 
Popa,  Bocas  del  Toro  31  Jul  (D,  D,  & CM). 
In  El  Salvador,  a small  Roseate  Spoonbill 
breeding  colony  of  at  least  six  pairs  was  dis- 
covered this  summer  at  Estero  El 
Tamarindo,  La  Union  (AM).  Nest-building 
began  in  earlyjun,  and  three  nests  had  been 
completed  by  5 Jul;  however,  the  outcome 
of  the  nesting  attempt  is  unknown.  This 


represents  the  first  documented  nesting 
record  for  El  Salvador  and  perhaps  for  the 
entire  Pacific  slope  of  n.  Central  America. 

An  imm.  Lesser  Yellow-headed  Vulture, 
only  the  3rd  or  4th  reported  in  El  Salvador, 
was  observed  at  close  range  feeding  on  the 
side  of  the  road  near  the  Cerron  Grande 
Res.  between  Cinquera  and  Suchitoto, 
Cabanas  27  Jul  (NH).  Following  a record 
number  of  Rufous-necked  Wood-Rails 
observed  on  Caye  Caulker  this  spring,  one 
that  remained  until  14  Jun  (J&DB)  may 
have  provided  the  first  Jun  record  for 
Belize.  An  American  Oystercatcher  at  Barra 
de  Santiago,  Ahuachapan  7-8  Jun  (AM)  was 
at  a locality  in  El  Salvador  where  it  does  not 
breed.  The  first  southbound  migrants  of 
several  shorebird  species  were  recorded  in 
Jul  on  Caye  Caulker  by  J&DB:  Semi- 
palmated  Plover,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  and 
Sanderling  on  the  4th,  Whimbrel  on  the 
5th,  Willet  on  the  11th,  and  Marbled  God- 
wit  on  the  24th.  The  godwit  is  only  an  occa- 
sional winter  visitor  in  Belize,  and  24  Jul  is 
the  earliest  date  recorded  for  this  species 
here.  A Long-billed  Curlew,  rare  anywhere 
in  Central  America,  was  at  Barra  de  Santi- 
ago 8 Jun  (AM).  A flock  of  40  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Barra  de  Santiago  8 Jun  (AM) 
was  unexpected  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

A dark  gray  gull  at  Aqua  Mar  Shrimp 
Farm  25  Jul  (LJ)  was  intriguing,  but  most 
likely  a melanistic  subad.  Laughing  Gull,  as 
it  was  identical  in  size  and  shape  to  the 
other  Laughing  Gulls  with  which  it  was 
closely  associating. 


Tricolored  Munias  (Mannikins)  were  reported  for  the 
first  time  in  Honduras  and  Belize  in  July  and  early 
August  2003  (here  photographed  on  Caye  Caulker, 
Belize  on  4 August  2003).  This  species— a native  of 
southern  Asia  and  considered  a pest  in  the  rice  fields 
of  the  West  Indies  and  northern  South  America, 
where  it  has  been  widely  introduced— may  be 
staging  an  "unassisted"  invasion  of  Central 
America.  Photograph  by  Jim  Beveridge. 


DOVES  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

Rare  in  Panama,  a pair  of  Gray-fronted 
Doves  was  seen  at  Isla  Bastimentos,  Bocas 
del  Toro , and  a pair  of 
Olive-throated  Para- 
keets was  on  nearby  Isla 
Popa  31  Jul  (D,  D,  & 
CM).  The  latter  species 
is  spreading  and  becom- 
ing more  common  in 
nw.  Panama,  where 
there  had  been  few 
reports  prior  to  the 
1990s.  Green-breasted 
Mangos  continue  to  be 
reported  in  Bocas  del 
Toro : on  31  Jul,  a female 
was  observed  tending  a 
nest  on  Isla  Colon,  and 
another  was  seen  on  Isla 
Popa  (both  D,  D,  & 
CM).  Two  Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  at  120 
m near  Flores,  Peten  22  Jun  (ph.  MM).  This 
species  normally  occurs  above  500  m in 
Guatemala.  Stub-tailed  Spadebill  is  infre- 
quently reported  in  Panama,  where  it  is 
restricted  to  Bocas  del  Toro,  so  one  on  31  Jul 
on  Isla  Bastimentos  (D,  D,  & CM)  was 
noteworthy.  Four  Long-tailed  Manakins  at 
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Cinquera,  Cabanas  27  Jul  (NH)  were  at  a 
new  locality  in  El  Salvador.  The  Purple 
Martin  is  easily  the  first  of  the  fall  migrants 
to  appear  in  Belize,  but  one  in  Belize  City 
15  Jun  (TR)  was  about  a week  earlier  than 
expected. 

In  Belize,  Black  Catbird  was  presumed  to 
have  been  extirpated  from  Lighthouse  Reef, 
but  one  each  observed  16  Jul  (PB)  on  Long 
Caye  and  Northern  Caye,  two  cayes  on  the 
reef  that  birders  seldom  visit,  provided  evi- 
dence that  a few  still  persist.  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  on  Caye  Caulker  6 Jul 
Q&DB)  established  the  earliest  fall  record 
for  that  species  in  Belize  by  two  days.  Seed- 
ing bamboo  along  the  Inter-American  Hwy, 
roughly  between  Km  60-78  at  Cerro  de  la 
Muerte,  attracted  many  Peg-billed  Pinches 
and  a few  Slaty  Pinches  from  late  Jul+  (m. 


ob.).  A previously  unknown  Chestnut- 
headed Oropendola  colony,  only  the  3rd 
reported  from  El  Salvador,  was  found  this 
summer  in  the  Sierra  de  Metapan,  Santa 
Ana  (LC).  The  colony  contained  eight 
nests,  and  the  young  hatched  the  week  of 
10  Jun. 

Tricolored  Mania  ( Lonchura  malacca ),  a 
resident  of  Asia,  has  been  introduced 
widely  in  the  West  Indies  in  recent  years 
and  may  now  be  spreading  on  its  own 
beyond  the  islands  of  introduction.  A flock 
of  more  than  50  birds  appeared  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Hotel  Agua  Azul,  Lago 
Yojoa,  Cortes , Honduras  15-18  Jul  (ph. 
M&PK),  and  a flock  of  13-14  birds  showed 
up  on  Caye  Caulker,  Belize  4-5  Aug 
(J&DB,  ph.).  The  species  had  not  been 
reported  from  either  country  previously. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA 


Could  these  birds  represent  the  beginning 
of  an  invasion  of  Central  America  from 
introduced  populations  in  the  Caribbean, 
much  like  the  earlier  invasion  of  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  in  the  s.  United  States  from 
the  Bahamas? 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in 
boldface):  David  Anderson  (Honduras), 
George  Angehr  (Panama),  Philip  Balder- 
amos,  Jim  and  Dorothy  Beveridge,  Luis 
Cristiani,  Gabriel  David,  Nestor  Herrera, 
Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Madeline  and  Paul 
Kennedy,  Oliver  Komar  (El  Salvador), 
Alvaro  Moises,  Darien,  Delicia,  & 
Canrilo  Montanez,  Marvin  Morales,  Tony 
Rodriguez,  Jose  Roberto  Santamaria, 
Anna  Thaler,  James  R.  Zook  (Costa 
Rica).  © 
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Geologic  forces  that  shape  the  land- 
scape and  the  future  of  avifauna  on 
islands  are  again  at  work  on 
Montserrat,  where  the  Soufriere  Hills  lava 
dome  collapsed  on  12  July,  sending  out  a 
cloud  of  ash  over  the  northern  half  of  the 
island.  From  one  to  15  cm  of  ash  covered 
active  breeding  areas  of  Montserrat’s  birdlife, 
including  the  endemic  oriole  in  the  Centre 
Hills;  widespread  defoliation  and  complete 


reproductive  failure  followed.  More  details 
are  expected  elsewhere. 

Despite  some  setbacks  in  the  Bahamas  for 
its  endemic  subspecies  of  parrot,  there  is 
good  parrot  news  elsewhere.  During  three 
days  in  June,  four  Lesser  Antillean  parrot 
species  were  observed  in  rather  high  num- 
bers, indicating  continued  recovery  and  suc- 
cess of  localized  conservation  education  pro- 
grams. 


GREBES  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Least  Grebe  found  at  Concordia,  St.  John, 
U.S.  Virgin  Is.  (FH)  was  still  present  on  10 
Jun.  At  Guadeloupe,  a seawatch  from  Petite 
Terre  Nature  Reserve  on  produced  68  Cory’s, 
33  Greater,  and  16  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  7 
Jun,  and  111  Cory’s,  97  Greater,  and  19 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  the  next  day  (AL). 
During  a seawatch  1 1 Jun  from  Petite  Terre 
there  were  261  Greater,  59  Cory’s,  and  2 
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The  endangered  Bahama  Parrot  (Amazona  leucocephala  bahamensis)  lives  only  on  Abaco  in  the  n.  islands  and  Great 
Inagua  at  the  s.  end  of  the  Bahamas.  Parrots  on  Abaco  nest  in  holes  (usually  limestone  sinks)  in  the  ground,  making 
them  vulnerable  to  feral  cats  and  other  introduced  predators.  Raccoons  were  recently  introduced  onto  Abaco,  where  they 
have  been  multiplying  and  expanding  their  range.  Raccoons  now  pose  a serious  threat  to  the  parrots  and  other  ground-nest- 
ing birds.  Plans  to  eradicate  the  raccoons  were  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  IUCN  considered  the  raccoons  on  New  Prov- 
idence I.,  Bahamas  to  be  a distinct  endemic  species  (Procyon  maynardi)  and  listed  them  as  "Endangered."  It  is  not  known 
where  the  Abaco  raccoons  originated,  but  the  possibility  that  they  came  from  New  Providence  had  to  be  considered. 

Recent  work  (Helgen,  K.M.,  and  D.  E.  Wilson.  2003.  Taxonomic  status  and  conservation  relevance  of  the  raccoons 
(. Procyon  spp.)  of  the  West  Mies.  Journal  of  Zoology,  London  259: 69-76)  indicates  that  the  New  Providence  raccoons 
were  morphologically  indistinguishable  from  raccoons  in  the  se.  United  States  and  should  therefore  be  treated  as 
members  of  the  common  North  American  species  ( P . lotor).  There  were  similar  findings  for  raccoons  on  Guadeloupe 
and  an  extinct  population  from  Barbados.  If  accepted,  this  finding  will  remove  a major  obstacle  to  plans  for  control- 
ling raccoons  on  Abaco  in  order  to  protect  the  parrots  ( fide  S.  Buckner). 


Sooty  Shearwaters,  plus  77  unidentified 
shearwaters  noted  (AL),  presumably  as  a 
result  of  strong  easterly  winds  in  the  area. 
The  prize,  however,  was  a carefully  studied 
Bulwer’s  Petrel,  representing  the  2nd  record 
for  the  year  and  the  3rd  from  the  Region. 
Eight  Wilsons  Storm-Petrels  were  noted  8- 
Jun  from  Petite  Terre 
(AL),  with  6 off  Petite 
Terre  11  Jun  (AL).  A 
Greater  Shearwater  seen 
off  Highborne  Cay,  Exu- 
mas  lOJul  (BP)  provided 
the  latest  date  for  this 
winter  and  spring  visitor 
and  the  first  record  docu- 
mented photographically 
for  the  Bahamas. 

Eighteen  White-tailed 
Tropicbirds  were  over 
Tilloo  Cay,  Abaco  14  Jun 
(EBS),  and  7 were  at 
Whale  Cay,  Abaco  22  Jun 
(EB,  TW).  Tropicbirds 
probably  bred  on  both 
cays  injul  (JO-  PD  saw  20  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants at  Diamond  Farms,  New  Provi- 
dence 11  Aug.  JK  and  MS  found  nesting 
Double-crested  Cormorants  on  Man-O’-War 
Bush  (11  nests)  and  Big  Mangrove  I.  (18 
nests)  in  The  Marls,  Abaco  26  Jun.  They  also 
found  a colony  of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds 
(40  nests)  on  Man-O’-War  Bush,  probably 
the  northernmost  colony  of  this  species  in 
the  world. 

Two  Reddish  Egrets  were  at  Green  Turtle 

Table  1 . Boat  surveys  of  breakwater  at  Gorda  Cay 

(Castaway  Cay),  Bahamas. 


Bermuda's  first  White-winged  Dove  appeared  in  St. 
David's  21  June  2003,  where  regional  editor  Dobson 
was  happy  to  have  a camera  at  the  ready  to  docu- 
ment the  island's  370th  species.  Photograph  by 
Andrew  Dobson. 


Brown  Pelican 

T6  Jul  (RP) 

6-8 

17  Jul  (EG  etal.l 

0 

Laughing  Gull 

0 

30+ 

Roseate  Tern 

30 

60+ 

Least  Tern 

0 

20+ 

Bridled/Sooty  Terns 

50-80 

200+ 

Brown  Noddy 

18 

26 

Cay,  Bahamas,  n.  of  the  species’  usual  range, 
21  Jun  (EB,  TW).  Green  Heron — first 
proved  breeding  on  Bermuda  in  2002 — was 
surveyed  this  year  on  27  and  29  Jul,  for  a 
total  of  20  ads.  and  10  nests  found  (DW). 
Three  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were 
noted  on  6 Jun  at  Sugar  Bay,  St.  Thomas 
(FH),  and  another  3 ad. 
Black-crowneds  were 
noted  at  Caneel  Bay 
pond,  St.  John,  U.S. 
Virgin  Is.  10  Jun,  repre- 
senting perhaps  the 
2nd  report  there  (FH). 
Fifteen  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  seen  13 
Jul  at  Diamond  Farms, 
New  Providence  (PD) 
was  an  unusually  high 
number;  one  at  Graeme 
Hall  Swamp,  Barbados 
29  Jun  (MF,  EM)  was 
more  usual.  A melanis- 
tic  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  with  a 
black  head  was  seen  flying  from  Green  Tur- 
tle Cay  to  Whale  Cay  20  Jun  (EB,  TW). 
Three  imm.  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  unex- 
pected for  JRC  at  Trou  Caiman,  Haiti  5 Jul. 
At  L.  Saumatre,  Haiti,  e.  of  Trou  Caiman, 
JRC  counted  80-100  Greater  Flamingos  14 
Jun. 

A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  was  noted 
among  32  White-cheeked  Pintails  at  Trou 
Caiman,  Haiti  5 Jul  (JRC,  PJE) — one  of  the 
few  reports  from  Hispaniola.  The  first  Blue- 
winged Teal  of  the  fall  was  one  at  Maillis 
Ponds,  Adelaide,  New  Providence,  Bahamas 
17  Aug  (PM,  fide  CW).  At  Gaschet  Reser- 
voir, Guadeloupe,  AL  noted  5 Ruddy  Ducks 
and  an  injured  Lesser  Scaup  1 Jun. 

A Peregrine  Falcon  seen  at  Layou  R., 
Dominica  14-16  Jun  (NH)  provided  a rare 
summer-season  report  from  the  Region;  con- 
tinued reports  of  a large  falcon  there  warrant 
investigation.  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  at 
Lucaya  N.P.,  Grand  Bahama  17  Aug  (EG) 
was  a somewhat  early  migrant. 

Two  American  Coots  and  one  Caribbean- 
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type  Coot  were  noted  at  Gaschet  Res., 
Guadeloupe  1 Jun  (AL).  A flock  of  24  Wil- 
sons Plovers  was  seen  on  Blue  Lagoon  Cay 
(formerly  Salt  Cay)  off  New  Providence  19 
Jul  (PD).  At  Trou  Caiman,  Haiti,  JRC  found 
evidence  of  breeding  Snowy  Plovers  (2  ads., 

3 small  chicks  only  a few  days  old)  on  14 
Jun,  and  on  5 Jul,  PJE  and  JRC  found 
approximately  30  Snowy  Plovers  at  Trou 
Caiman.  Barbados’s  first  returning  Spotted 
Sandpiper  was  seen  at  Inch  Marlowe  on  6 Jul 
(MF,  EM).  Other  first  seasonal  reports  of 
sandpipers  at  Diamond  Farms,  New  Provi- 
dence, Bahamas  include  Greater  and  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  11  Aug,  Spotted  Sandpiper  18  Jul, 
Least  Sandpiper  13  Jul,  Stilt  Sandpiper  8 
Aug,  and  Pectoral  Sandpiper  11  Aug  (PD, 
KHL,  VS).  NM  saw  4 Least  Sandpipers  on 
Rose  I.  13  Jul,  and  RP  saw  10  at  Crossing 
Rocks,  Abaco  24  Jul. 

Roseate  Terns  were  often  reported  this 
season.  A colony  with  29  nests  was  located 
near  Old  Kerrs,  Abaco  26  Jun  (JK,  MS).  A 
first-summer  (“portlandica ” plumage)  bird 
and  11  ads.  were  at  Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco  13  Jun. 
The  bills  of  the  ads.  were  reported  to  be  50% 
red,  presumably  indicative  of  the  West 
Indian  population.  No  nest  or  breeding 
behavior  was  observed  here  (EBS).  Three 
ads.  and  one  juv.  were  noted  at  Long  Pond, 
St.  Andrew,  Barbados  21  Jun,  and  2 ads.  were 
at  Inch  Marlowe,  Barbados  (EM,  MF)  6 Jul. 

A first-summer  Common  Tern  was 
reported  from  Long  Pond,  St.  Andrew,  Bar- 
bados 21  Jun  (MF,  EM).  A further  decline  in 
the  number  of  breeding  pairs  of  Common 
Terns  at  Bermuda  was  noted  this  year,  with 
only  18  nests  counted  (DW). 

Least  Terns  were  noted  nesting  at  seven 
different  locations  in  Abaco  (EB,  JK,  RP, 
EBS,  MS).  On  15  Jul,  35  pairs  of  Least  Terns 
were  nesting  at  South  Westridge  Estates, 
New  Providence  (PD,  TW),  and  6 ads.  and 

4 jiivs.  were  seen  31  Aug  at  Discovery  Bay, 
Grand  Bahama  (EG).  Bridled  Terns  were 
nesting  off  Abaco  on  Don’t  Rock  (12  pairs), 
Whale  Cay  (20  pairs),  Two  Rocks  off  Whale 
Cay  (two  pairs),  No  Name  Cay  (number 
unknown),  Tilloo  Cay  (one  pair),  and  Third 
Pelican  Cay  (ca.  10  pairs)  (EB,  JK,  RP,  EBS, 
MS,  TW).  Black  Terns  are  less  than  annual 
in  the  Bahamas,  so  one  seen  at  South 
Westridge  Estates  8 Aug  (PD,  KHL,  VS)  was 
noteworthy.  Five  Black  Skimmers,  rare  on 
Hispaniola  in  summer,  were  at  Trou 
Caiman,  Haiti  5 Jul,  a first  record  there  for 
JRC  (ph.)  & PJE. 

Gorda  Cay  in  the  Bahamas — renamed 
“Castaway  Cay”  by  Disney  Corporation  and 
developed  as  a private  retreat  for  cruise-ship 
passengers — has  a new  breakwater  that  pro- 
vides nesting  and  roosting  habitat  for  many 
seabirds.  Although  there  has  not  been  a 
detailed  on-the-ground  nesting  census, 
observations  from  boats  indicate  many  birds 
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are  present  (Table  1).  Ron  Pagliaro  counted 
birds  along  the  breakwater  from  a tour  boat 
on  16  Jul,  and  Erika  Gates,  Ricky  Johnson, 
and  Denise  Neely  checked  it  by  kayak  and 
motor  boat  the  following  day. 

DOVES  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A White-winged  Dove  in  St.  Davids  18-22 
Jun  (ph.  AD)  provided  a first  record  for 
Bermuda.  There  has  been  a remarkable 
expansion  of  this  species  in  Florida  and  the 
Greater  Antilles  over  the  last  decade.  Two 
Key  West  Quail-Doves  were  heard  calling  at 
Angel  Pt,  Abaco  15  (EBS)  & 24  jun  (EB, 
TW).  Nigel  Hacking  reported  the  Lesser 
Antillean  parrots  in  good  numbers  this 
summer  12-14  Jun:  43  St.  Vincent  Parrots 
along  the  Vermont  nature  trail  12  jun;  23 
St.  Lucia  Parrots  at  Quilesse  forest  13-14 
Jun;  and  at  Syndicate,  Dominica,  34  Red- 
necked and  3 Imperial  Parrots  14  jun.  Par- 
rots in  the  Greater  Antilles  do  not  seem  to 
be  faring  as  well. 

A late  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  calling 


at  Angel  Pt.,  Abaco  15  Jun  (EBS).  GW 
heard  a Chuck-will’s-widow  calling  at  Coral 
Harbour,  New  Providence  as  late  as  11  Jul. 
Some  11  West  Indian  Woodpeckers  were 
counted  16  Jul  on  a drive  from  Crown 
Haven  to  Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco,  nearly  the 
entire  length  of  the  island  (EG,  RJ,  DN). 
Also  seen  was  the  pair  nesting  at  McLean’s 
Town,  Grand  Bahama  20  jul.  Gates 
remarked  that  these  looked  smaller  than 
the  Abaco  birds. 

At  Barbados,  a White-collared  Swift 
noted  6 jul  near  St.  Joseph  provided  the  first 
island  record  (EM,  MF).  An  Alpine  Swift — 
first  seen  21  jun — was  studied  carefully  in 
the  company  of  10  Black  Swifts  at  St. 
Bernards  Village,  Barbados  22  Jun;  it  ulti- 
mately remained  through  mid-Jul  (MF,  EM). 
This  report  represents  the  2nd  record  for  the 
island  and  the  5th  for  the  Region.  Barn 
Swallows  do  not  summer  in  the  Bahamas,  so 
presumably  individuals  seen  at  the  Marsh 
Harbour  dump  20  Jun  (EB,  TW)  and  Lyford 
Cay  18  Jul  (TW)  represented  the  extremes 


of  spring  and  fall  migrations,  respectively. 

A migrant  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
seen  18  jul  at  Diamond  Farms,  New  Provi- 
dence (PD).  A Black-and-white  Warbler  at 
Lucaya  N.R,  Grand  Bahama  26  Jul  was  early 
(MW).  Louisiana  Waterthrush  is  an  early  fall 
migrant,  but  one  at  Diamond  Farms,  New 
Providence  13  jul  was  especially  early  (PD). 
A Shiny  Cowbird  spent  the  summer  at  Dia- 
mond Farms,  New  Providence  (PD,  m.  ob.). 

Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Elwood  Bracey,  John 
Caines,  J.R.  Crouse,  Paul  Dean,  Andrew 
Dobson,  Paul  J.  Edouarzin,  Martin  Frost, 
Erika  Gates,  Nigel  Hacking,  Lee  Hanna, 
Keva  Hanna-Lawrence  (KHL),  Floyd  Hayes, 
Peter  Hopkin,  Ricky  Johnson,  Jim  Kushlan, 
Anthony  LeVesque,  Pericles  Maillis,  Eddie 
Massiah,  Neil  McKinney,  Denise  Neely,  Ron 
Pagliaro,  Bruce  Purdy,  Steve  Rodwell,  Earl 
“Bubba”  Scales  (EBS),  Vernal  Smith,  Melanie 
Steinkamp,  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul  Watson, 
Tony  White,  Mike  Williamson,  David 
Wingate.  © 
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A good  number  of  pelagic  trips  and 
unusual  numbers  and  variety  of 
oversummering  shorebirds 

enlivened  a generally  quiet  season. 
Reports  of  landbirds  were  rather  sparse. 
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Abbreviations:  E.  (Endangered  Species); 
H.  (Hawai'i  I.);  Hakalau  (Hakalau  N.W.R., 
Hawai'i  I.);  Hanalei  (Hanalei  N.W.R., 
Kaua'i);  Honouliuli  (Honouliuli  Unit  of 
Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu);  K.  (Kaua'i); 
Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui);  Kealia 
(Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui);  Kii  (Ki'i 
Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  O'ahu); 
Kokee  (Koke'e  S.R,  Kaua'i);  K.R  (Kilauea 
Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i);  M.  (Maui);  O. 
(O'ahu);  T.  (Threatened  Species);  Waiawa 
(Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R., 
O'ahu);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi  Preserve, 
Maui). 


ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  BOOBIES 

Laysan  Albatrosses  had  a good  breeding 
season  at  K.P.,  where  44  chicks  fledged  19 
Jun-27  Jul.  Occasional  ads.  were 
observed  through  31  Jul  (BZ).  Black- 
footed Albatrosses  are  less  common  near 
the  main  islands,  but  single  Black-footeds 
were  seen  lOJun  over  Lehua  I.  (DK)  and 
19  & 20  Jul  over  K.P.  (BZ). 

Small  numbers  of  Hawaiian  Petrels  (E.) 
were  spotted  on  pelagic  trips  from  Kaua'i 
to  Lehua  I.,  near  Ni'ihau,  4 & 24Jun  and 
25  Jul  (DK)  and  on  pelagic  trips  from 
O’ahu  8 & 9Jun  (HS).  A survey  of  Popoia 
I.  near  O'ahu  28  Jun  turned  up  92  Bul- 
wer’s  Petrel  nests — a record-high  number 
for  the  island  (JP)-  Buller’s  Shearwaters 
are  rare  near  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands, 
and  very  few  have  been  well  documented. 
Single  Buller’s  were  photographed  off 
O’ahu  9 Jun  and  off  Kaua'i  17  Jun  (HS), 
and  another  was  seen  between  Kaua'i  and 
Lehua  I.  10  Jun  (DK).  One  to  5 Newell’s 
Shearwaters  (T.)  were  seen  between 
Kaua'i  and  Lehua  I.  4 & 24  Jun  and  25  Jul 
(DK).  A single  Newell’s  was  observed  off 
O'ahu  9 Jun  (HS).  Two  pairs  of  Newell’s 
were  nesting  in  artificial  nest  boxes  at 
K.R  Jul+  (BZ).  Most  Newells  breed  on 
higher  mountain  slopes,  but  in  recent 
years  1-3  pairs  have  nested  at  this  pro- 
tected coastal  site. 

David  Kuhn  hiked  into  Nualolo  Valley, 
K.  after  dark  13  Jul.  He  heard  hundreds  of 
Newell’s  Shearwaters,  a number  of  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrels,  and  a few  Hawai- 


ian Petrels.  One  hundred  thirty  Red-tailed 
Tropicbird  nests  were  found  at  K.R  One  of 
the  Red-taileds  there  had  been  banded  at 
Midway  Atoll  in  1999  (BZ).  Two  separate 
Masked  Booby  nests,  each  with  one  chick, 
were  found  31  Jul  at  Midway  Atoll 
N.W.R.,  where  they  are  very  rare  nesters. 


FRANCOLINS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Since  Dec  2001,  Gray  Francolins  have 
been  heard  regularly  near  Honouliuli  but 
seldom  seen.  Fifteen  were  spotted  25  Jun 
(PD).  Seven  male  Gambel’s  Quail  were 
identified  in  a flock  of  16  quail  at  Pu'u 
La’au  (PM,  JR).  This  species  is  one  of  the 
scarcest  of  the  introduced  gamebirds  in 
the  islands  but  has  been  reported  more 
frequently  than  usual  this  year. 

Hawaiian  Stilts  (E.)  appeared  to  have 
pretty  good  nesting  success  this  year  (PD, 
MN,  BZ).  Unlike  the  previous  year,  most 
chicks  appeared  to  have  fledged  by  31  Jul 
(PD).  As  water  levels  dropped  at  Kealia, 
Hawaiian  Stilt  numbers  rose  to  1079  on 
17  Jul  (MN),  an  unusually  high  count. 

Some  Pacific  Golden-Plovers,  Wander- 
ing Tattlers,  and  Ruddy  Turnstones 
remain  in  the  Region  all  summer,  but  the 
45-60  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  in 
Waipahu,  O.  in  early  Jun  was  an  unusu- 
ally high  number  (PD).  Noteworthy 
reports  of  other  oversummering  shore- 
birds  species  were:  2 Black-bellied  Plovers 
at  Pouhala  Marsh,  O.  25  Jun  (JP)  and  at 
nearby  Honouliuli  25  Jul  (PD),  and  one  at 
Honouliuli  31  Jul  (PD);  4 Bristle-tlughed 
Curlews  at  Kii  28  Jun  (PD);  and  a lame 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  at  Honouliuli  25 
& 31  Jul  (PD). 

Single  South  Polar  Skuas,  rarely 
reported  in  the  Region,  were  spotted 
between  Kauai  and  Lehua  17  (HS)  & 24 
Jun  (DK).  Two  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  breed- 
ing plumage  were  observed  at  Kealia  5 
Jun  (MN).  Although  most  gulls  reported 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  subacl.  birds, 
most  Franklin’s  are  ads.  in  breeding 
plumage  seen  from  late  spring  to  early 
summer.  Single  Laughing  Gulls  at  Kealia 
3 & 17  Jul  were  in  non-breeding  plumage 
(MN). 


An  adult  Slaty-back  Gull  lingered  on 
Midway  1-17  Jan  (vt  RD,  DS,  KL,  v.  ob.). 
A Black-legged  Kittiwake  that  arrived  on 
Midway  10  Jan  (DS,  KL)  was  found  dead 
the  next  day. 


DOVES  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Four  rare  Mourning  Doves  were  seen  in 
Pu’uanahulu,  H.  2 Jun  (RD),  with  one 
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there  8 Jun  (PM,  JR).  None  had  been 


reported  on  the  Big  Island  of  Hawai'i  for 
years  until  this  May.  For  decades,  Mariana 
Swiftlets  (E.)  from  an  introduced  popula- 
tion had  been  nesting  in  a tunnel 


Halawa  Valley,  O.  A survey  13  Jun  turned 

; 


up  no  swiftlets  in  the  tunnel  (PD,  JP,  DS, 
EV),  and  none  have  been  found  there 
since  Dec  2001  (EV).  Dog  and  human 
tracks  in  the  tunnel  suggest  the  birds  may 
have  been  driven  out.  Up  to  7 were  seen 
in  flight  13  Jun  farther  down  the  valley 
(PD,  JP,  DS,  EV). 

Eight  O'ahu  ‘Elepaio  (E.),  including  2 
juvs.,  were  found  in  Halawa  Valley,  O.  13 
Jun  (PD,  JP,  DS,  EV).  Single  ad.  O'ahu 
‘Elepaio  were  seen  along  Aiea  Trail,  O.  5 
(PD)  & 16  Jul  (RM).  Palila  (E.)  were 
observed  at  Pu'u  La'au,  H.  6 (PM,  JR)  & 
19  Jun  (RP).  As  usual,  tour  groups  found 
small  numbers  of  'Akiapola'au  (E.)  and 
Hawai'i  Creeper  (E.)  at  Hakalau  and  Pu’u 
‘O'o  Ranch,  H.  6-27  Jun  (RP).  We 
received  no  other  reports  of  any  of  the 
other  endangered  native  forest  birds. 

Two  Black-rumped  Waxbills — among 
the  rarest  of  the  exotic  finches  in  the 
Region — were  observed  in  Pu’uanahulu, 
H.  8 Jun  (PM,  JR).  African  Silverbills 
appear  to  be  increasing  in  numbers  on 
O’ahu;  14  were  counted  near  Honouliuli 
25  Jun  (PD). 


Contributors:  Reg  David,  Arleone 
Dibben- Young,  Peter  Donaldson,  John 
Klavitter,  David  Kuhn,  Dan  Lindsay, 
Peggy  Macres,  Richard  May,  Preston 
Moser  (PMo),  Mike  Nishimoto,  Mike 
Ord,  Rob  Pacheco,  John  Polhemus,  Jen- 
nifer Rycenga,  Hadoram  Shirihai,  David 
Smith,  Lance  Tanino,  Eric  VanderWerf, 
Brenda  Zaun.  ® 
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First  records  of  Little 
Egret,  Green-winged  Teal, 
Swallow-tailed  Kite, 
Tennessee  Warbler,  and 
Red-breasted  Blackbird 
from  Aruba 

Steven  G.  Mlodinow 

4819  Gardner  Avenue 
Everett,  Washington  98203 
(SGMIod@aol.com) 


Little  Egret 

A Little  Egret  was  first  located  at  Tierra 
del  Sol  Golf  Course  on  25  March  and  was 
subsequently  seen  on  28  and  30  March. 
This  bird  had  a full  set  of  breeding 
plumes,  but  the  lores  were  dark  gray.  It 
did  not  associate  with  any  other  birds, 
though  it  roosted  near  the  Snowy  Egret 
rookery  (as  did  a number  of  other 
herons).  There  was  no  apparent  interac- 
tion with  any  of  the  19  young  Snowy 
Egrets  there. 

The  first  Little  Egret  recorded  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  was  found  at  Bar- 
bados on  16  April  1954  (Bond  1966), 
followed  by  a second  on  8 May  1954  in 
Newfoundland  (Godfrey  1956).  During 
the  ensuing  25  years,  only  three  more 
Little  Egrets  were  found  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  with  singles  at  Trinidad  on 
13  January  1957  (Downs  1959),  Mar- 
tinique on  6 October  1962  (Bond  1985), 
and  Suriname  on  3 June  1969  (Haver- 
schmidt  1983).  Sightings  of  this  species 
became  somewhat  more  regular  in  the 
1980s,  and  breeding  was  noted  at  Barba- 
dos in  1994  (Massiah  1996,  Mlodinow  et 
al.,  in  press);  12  to  20  nests  are  now 


Background 

The  small  islands  of  Aruba,  Bonaire,  and 
Curagao — the  “ABC  islands”  as  they  are 
called  locally — lie  off  the  coast  of  north- 
ern Venezuela  and  constitute  arguably 
the  southernmost  edge  of  the  “West 
Indies,”  though  they  are  often  excluded 
from  ornithological  accounts  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea  islands,  as  are  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  to  the  east.  Together  with  the 
Lesser  Antillean  islands  of  Sint  Maarten, 
Saba,  and  Sint  Eustatius  (the  “Leeward 
Islands”),  the  three  ABC  islands  (or 
“Windward  Islands”)  comprised  the 
Netherlands  Antilles  (Dutch  Antilles) 
until  January  1986,  when  Aruba  became 
autonomous  in  domestic  affairs,  though 
still  connected  to  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands.  Aruba  is  a semi-arid  island 
of  approximately  190  km2  lying  some  30 
km  off  the  Venezuelan  coast.  Rainfall 
averages  about  51  cm  annually,  over  half 
of  which  falls  between  October  and  Jan- 
uary. The  vegetation  is  primarily  thorn- 
scrub  and  cactus. 

Casey  Beachell  and  I visited  Aruba 
23-30  March  2003  and  observed  birds 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tierra  del  Sol  Golf 
, Course,  Bubali  Bird  Sanctuary,  and 
Spanish  Lagoon.  Bubali  Bird  Sanctuary 
and  a lake  at  the  Tierra  del  Sol  Golf 
Course  provide  the  only  significant 
freshwater  habitat  on  the  island.  Bubali 
was  created  in  1973  to  handle  sewage 
outflow  from  the  resorts  and  hotels.  The 
resultant  marsh  is  about  one  km  long 
and  0.5  km  wide,  with  most  of  the  area 
covered  by  cattails  ( Typha  spp.);  on  the 
marsh’s  west  shore,  there  is  a line  of 
broadleaf  trees,  with  a canopy  ranging 


mostly  from  three  to  six  in  in  height. 
The  golf  course  lake  is  Y-shaped  and, 
when  full,  about  one  km  long  and  0.25 
km  wide.  This  lake  provides  muddy 
edges  and  a small  marsh.  Some  water  is 
apparently  always  present,  though  the 
amount  is  highly  dependent  on  recent 
rainfall  and,  perhaps,  runoff  from  the 
golf  course.  At  the  northern  tip  of  the 
lake  is  a small  grove  of  trees  that  hosts  a 
Snowy  Egret  ( Egretta  thula ) rookery.  The 
southwestern  portion  of  Aruba  has  some 
mangrove  swamps,  the  most  prominent 
of  which  are  along  a one-km  cut  known 
as  Spanish  Lagoon. 

During  the  last  week  of  March  2003, 
Casey  Beachell  and  I found  five  species 
of  birds  not  previously  recorded  on 
Aruba,  as  well  as  six  other  bird  species 
recorded  five  or  fewer  times  there.  First 
island  records  were  established  for  Little 
Egret  ( Egretta  garzetta ),  Green-winged 
Teal  (Anas  crecca  carolinen sis),  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  ( Elanoides  forficatus),  Ten- 
nessee Warbler  ( Vermivora  peregrina), 
and  Red-breasted  Blackbird  ( Sturnella 
militaris ).  Northern  Parula  (Parula  amer- 
icana ) had  been  found  only  once  before 
on  Aruba.  Other  notable  birds  included 
Aruba’s  third  records  of  Northern  Pintail 
( Anas  acuta).  Southern  Lapwing  (Vanel- 
I us  chilensis),  Cape  May  Warbler  ( Den - 
drnica  tigrina ),  and  Hooded  Warbler 
(Wilsonia  citrina),  as  well  as  a fourth 
record  of  Ovenbird  ( Seiurus  aurocapil- 
lus).  Videotape  and  extensive  written 
documentation  of  these  birds  have  been 
filed  at  the  Zoological  Museum  of  Ams- 
terdam; more  abbreviated  accounts  of 
these  records  are  digested  herein. 
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noted  annually  on  Barbados,  and  there 
are  more  than  50  records  from  Trinidad 
and  Tobago,  most  of  which  come  from 
January  to  April  (Hayes  and  White  2001, 
Mlodinow  et  al.,  in  press).  There  are  no 
records  for  Venezuela,  Curasao,  or 
Bonaire  (Hilty  2003,  Reuter  and  Prins,  in 
prep.). 

Northern  Pintail 

We  found  a male  Northern  Pintail  at 
Tierra  del  Sol  Golf  Course  on  23  March, 
which  was  still  present  30  March.  The 
two  previous  Aruba  records  are  from 
1997  and  2002,  and  there  are  also  two 
records  from  Bonaire,  one  each  from 
1980  and  2001  (Reuter  and  Prins,  in 
prep.).  This  species  is  found  regularly 
during  winter  south  to  Panama  and  the 
Greater  Antilles  (Madge  and  Burn  1988, 
Raffaele  et  al.  1998).  There  are  three  old 
records  from  Venezuela  (Hilty  2003)  and 
several  old  records  from  Colombia  (Hilty 
and  Brown  1986). 

Green-winged  Teal 

We  first  noted  a male  Green-winged  Teal, 
of  the  North  American  race  carolinensis , 
at  Tierra  del  Sol  Golf  Course  on  25 
March.  On  28  March,  a male  and  three 
females  were  present  there,  and  on  30 
March,  we  saw  two  males  (both  caroli- 
nensis) and  three  females.  There  are  no 
previous  Aruba  records.  The  only  previ- 
ous record  from  the  ABC  islands  came 
from  Curacao  in  1996  (Reuter  and  Prins, 
in  prep.).  Green-winged  Teal  regularly 
winters  south  to  Honduras  and  the 
Bahamas,  with  a number  of  records 
south  through  the  Greater  and  Lesser 
Antilles  (Madge  and  Bum  1988,  Raffaele 
et  al.  1998).  Venezuela  has  no  records 
(Hilty  2003),  but  there  is  at  least  one 
record  from  Colombia  (Hilty  and  Brown 
1986)  and  two  from  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
(ffrench  1991). 

Swallow-tailed  Kite 

On  25  March,  we  noted  a Swallow-tailed 
Kite  hunting  over  the  trees  along  the 
west  side  of  Bubali  Bird  Sanctuary.  The 
bird  was  noted  there  again  on  30  March. 
This  furnished  Aruba’s  first  record,  and 
the  only  previous  record  from  the  ABC 
islands  was  from  Bonaire  on  25  April 
2002  (Reuter  and  Prins,  in  prep.).  The 
geographic  origin  of  the  Bubali  bird  is 
not  clear.  Swallow-tailed  Kites  from  the 
United  States  ( E . f.  forficatus ) migrate 
primarily  via  the  Mexican/Central 
American  isthmus  (though  a route 
through  Cuba  is  increasingly  well  docu- 
mented; K.  Meyer,  unpubl.  data)  and 


winter  in  South  America  (Raffaele  et  al. 
1998,  Ferguson-Lees  and  Christie 
2001).  Two  seen  in  Haiti  during  August 
1999  provided  the  only  record  from  the 
Greater  Antilles  east  of  Cuba  and 
Eleuthera  (Norton  2000),  and  E.f.  forfi- 
catus has  not  yet  been  recorded  in 
Venezuela  (Hilty  2003).  Central  and 
South  American  birds  (E.  f.  yetapa ) are 
at  least  partly  migratory  and  regularly 
cross  water  to  breed  in  Trinidad,  where 
the  species  is  present  mainly  from 
March  to  August  (ffrench  1991).  Sub- 
specific identification  in  the  field  is  not 
reliable,  but  given  what  is  known  about 
the  natural  history  of  the  two  races,  E.f. 
yetapa  seems  more  likely. 

Southern  Lapwing 

On  30  March,  we  found  two  Southern 
Lapwings  at  Tierra  del  Sol  Golf  Course. 
The  birds  were  walking  along  the  edge  of 
a golf  green  near  the  marshy  extension  of 
the  lake.  The  pale  anterior  neck  indi- 
cated V c.  cayennensis,  the  race  that 
breeds  in  northern  Venezuela  (Hayman 
et  al.  1986).  Previous  Aruba  records  are 
from  6 June  1979  and  30  May  2001 
(Voous  1983,  Norton  and  White  2001). 
The  population  of  Southern  Lapwing  in 
northern  South  America  appears  to  be 
increasing,  with  recent  colonization  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  (ffrench  1991,  F. 
Hayes,  A.  Jaramillo,  pers.  comm.)  and 
increasing  numbers  noted  in  Costa  Rica 
(e.g.,  Jones  2003). 

Tennessee  Warbler 

An  alternate-plumaged  adult  male  Ten- 
nessee Warbler  at  Spanish  Lagoon  on  25 
March  furnished  Aruba’s  first  record. 
Voous  (1983)  listed  only  one  spring  and 
three  fall  records  from  Bonaire  and 
Curasao;  subsequently,  only  one  other 
Tennessee  has  been  recorded,  a bird  on 
Bonaire  in  March  2000  (Reuter  and 
Prins,  in  prep.).  This  species’  scarcity  in 
the  ABC  islands  is  surprising,  as  it  is  a 
common  winter  resident  in  northern 
Venezuela  (Hilty  2003);  however,  it  is  a 
believed  to  be  a vagrant  to  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  Barbados  (Raffaele  et  al. 
1998),  and  ffrench  (1991)  listed  no 
records  for  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  This 
pattern  implies  that  Tennessee  Warblers 
reach  Venezuela  mostly  via  Central 
America  rather  than  by  flying  across  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Caribbean. 

Northern  Parula 

We  located  a total  of  nine  Northern 
Parulas  between  23  and  30  March.  Three 
were  in  the  broadleaf  woods  at  Bubali, 


four  were  in  the  mangroves  at  Spanish 
Lagoon,  and  two  were  in  mangroves  at 
Pos  Chiquito.  The  only  previous  record 
for  Aruba  was  from  1997  (Reuter  and 
Prins,  in  prep.),  though  Voous  (1983) 
listed  10  records  for  Bonaire  and 
Curasao.  At  least  three  of  the  birds 
observed  were  adult  males,  and  one  was 
an  immature  that  had  not  yet  undergone 
pre-alternate  molt.  The  remainder  were 
either  immatures  or  adult  females. 

Northern  Parula  winters  primarily  in 
the  West  Indies,  where  it  is  common 
south  through  at  least  the  Virgin  Islands, 
uncommon  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  south 
to  Martinique,  and  rare  farther  south 
(Dunn  and  Garrett  1997,  Raffaele  et  al. 
1998).  Venezuela  has  only  three  records, 
all  from  fall  (Hilty  2003),  and  there  are 
five  records  from  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
(Hayes  2003). 

Cape  May  Warbler 

On  24  March,  we  located  an  adult  female 
or  immature  male  Cape  May  Warbler  in 
the  trees  bordering  Bubali.  The  previous 
Aruba  records  are  from  2 April  1961  and 
26  January  1979  (Voous  1983).  Cur- 
rently, there  are  only  four  records  from 
Bonaire  and  one  from  Curagao  (Reuter 
and  Prins,  in  prep.).  This  species  winters 
primarily  in  the  Bahamas  and  Greater 
Antilles,  where  relatively  common 
(Dunn  and  Garrett  1997,  Raffaele  et  al. 
1998).  Cape  May  Warbler  is  uncommon 
in  the  Virgin  Islands  and  rare  to  very  rare 
in  the  Lesser  Antilles  (Raffaele  et  al. 
1998).  It  is  considered  rare  in  northern 
Venezuela  and  on  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
(ffrench  1991,  Hilty  2003). 

Owenbird 

An  Ovenbird  was  located  on  23  March  in 
a small  grove  of  trees  near  the  sewage 
treatment  plant  at  Bubali.  There  are  only 
three  previous  records  from  Aruba,  the 
most  recent  of  which  is  from  1975 
(Reuter  and  Prins,  in  prep.).  Voous 
(1983),  however,  listed  at  least  22  from 
Bonaire  and  Curagao,  suggesting  that 
this  species  is  more  regular  than  previ- 
ously noted  on  Aruba.  Ovenbirds  winter 
in  Mexico  and  Central  America  south  to 
central  Panama  and  in  the  West  Indies, 
where  most  common  north  and  west  of 
the  Virgin  Islands  (Dunn  and  Garrett 
1997,  Raffaele  et  al.  1998).  This  species' 
is  uncommon  in  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
rare  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  (Raffaele  et  al. 
1998).  Hilty  (2003)  considered  Oven- 
birds  rare  in  northern  Venezuela,  and 
ffrench  (1991)  listed  only  three  records 
for  Trinidad  and  Tobago. 
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Hooded  Warbler 

We  found  a female  Hooded  Warbler 
among  the  mangroves  at  Spanish  Lagoon 
on  23  March  and  a male  in  the  trees  at 
Bubali  on  24  and  30  March.  The  two  pre- 
vious Aruba  records  were  from  April 
1977  and  November  1978  (Reuter  and 
Prins,  in  prep.;  Voous  1983).  However, 
as  of  the  early  1980s,  there  were  at  least 
11  other  records  from  the  ABC  islands 
(Voous  1983).  This  species  winters  pri- 
marily from  eastern  Mexico  south  to 
eastern  Honduras  and  Nicaragua  (Dunn 
and  Garrett  1997).  In  the  West  Indies,  it 
is  generally  rare  to  uncommon,  except- 
ing the  Lesser  Antilles,  where  it  is  a 
vagrant  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998).  There  are 
only  about  five  records  from  Venezuela 
(Hilty  2003),  and  ffrench  (1991)  listed 
only  one  from  Trinidad  and  none  from 
Tobago. 

Red-breasted  Blackbird 

On  28  March  we  found  a Red-breasted 
Blackbird  in  the  marsh  at  Tierra  del  Sol 
Golf  Course.  There  were  no  previous 
Aruba  records  (Reuter  and  Prins,  in 
prep.),  but  this  species  is  common  in 
grassy  pastures  and  rice  fields  in  north- 
ern Venezuela  and  is  known  to  wander 
erratically  in  post-breeding  flocks,  espe- 
cially from  March  to  May  (Hilty  2003). 
Notably,  its  range  has  been  increasing  in 
South  and  Central  America  (Jaramillo 
and  Burke  1999).  Red-breasted  Black- 
birds are  common  on  Trinidad,  and  small 
numbers  occur  sporadically  on  Tobago 
(ffrench  1991;  E Hayes,  pers.  comm.). 
Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  list  no  records  for 
the  West  Indies. 

Discussion 

The  visit  to  Aruba  during  late  March 
2003  yielded  a surprising  number  of 
species  never  reported  or  rarely 
reported  for  that  island.  A number  of 
factors  likely  contributed  to  these  finds. 
The  occurrence  of  Green-winged  Teal 
and  Northern  Pintail  was  probably 
related  to  a widespread  incursion  of 
North  American  waterfowl  into  the 
southern  Caribbean  during  the  harsh 
2002-2003  winter.  Northern  Shoveler 
( Anas  clypeata ),  Green-winged  Teal, 
Ring-necked  Duck  ( Aythya  collaris), 
and  Lesser  Scaup  (A.  affinis ) were  the 
species  most  widely  noted  (F.  Hayes, 
pers.  comm.).  Additionally,  an  Ameri- 
can Black  Duck  (A.  rubripes ) and  a Red- 
breasted Merganser  ( Mergus  senator ) 
on  the  Virgin  Islands,  plus  a Greater 
Scaup  (A.  marila ) at  Barbados,  provided 
first  local  records  of  those  species  (F. 


Hayes,  E.  Massiah,  pers.  comm.).  Popu- 
lation expansions  may  explain  the 
occurrence  of  three  other  species.  Little 
Egret,  Southern  Lapwing,  and  Red- 
breasted Blackbird  all  have  been  under- 
going range  expansions  and  are  there- 
fore probably  more  likely  to  occur  as 
vagrants  (Patten  and  Burger  1998,  Veit 
2000).  Our  success  in  finding  warblers 
was  probably  related  in  part  to  use  of 
“pishing”  while  looking  for  passerines. 
Most  of  the  unusual  warbler  species  we 
located  on  Aruba  were  found  in  flocks 
drawn  close  by  such  noises,  and  many 
might  have  been  missed  had  we  not 
been  employing  this  method  consis- 
tently. Finally,  for  all  species  con- 
cerned, it  must  be  noted  that  Aruba  is 
relatively  under-birded.  It  is  the  only 
one  of  the  ABC  islands  without  a resi- 
dent birder  or  ornithologist  (T.  Prins, 
pers.  comm.),  so  vagrant  and  uncom- 
mon species  undoubtedly  occur  on 
Aruba  more  often  than  has  been  docu- 
mented. 
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Photographic 
documentation  of 
Philadelphia  Vireo  on  Aruba 


Figures  1 and  2.  Two  views  of  a Philadelphia  Vireo  at  Spanish  Lagoon,  Aruba,  13  January  2002.  Photographs  by  Jeffrey  V.  Wells. 


Field  encounter 

While  surveying  birds  at  Spanish  Lagoon, 
Aruba  (formerly  Netherlands  Antilles)  on 
13  January  2002,  we  located  a Philadel- 
phia Vireo  (Vireo  philadelphicus ) in  the 
short  scrub  vegetation  along  the  north- 
western side  of  the  Spanish  Lagoon  inlet. 
The  bird  responded  to  “pishing”  sounds 
and  flew  in,  giving  typical  vireo  nasal 
scolding  calls.  The  bird  remained  in  sight 
for  approximately  10-15  minutes  as  it 
moved  about  in  the  scrub,  sometimes  as 
close  as  five  meters.  Characteristic  fea- 
tures recorded  in  the  field  included  typi- 
cal vireo  bill,  gray  cap,  uniform  yellow 
underparts,  and  dark  lores.  Given  the 
brightness  and  extent  of  yellow  on  the 
underparts  of  this  bird,  we  suspect  it  was 
a bird  in  its  first  winter. 

We  were  able  to  capture  several  photo- 
graphs that  show  the  identifying  features 
of  Philadelphia  Vireo  (Figures  1 and  2) 
using  an  Olympus  D-460  digital  camera 
through  the  objective  of  a pair  of 


Swarovski  10x40  EL  binoculars.  The  bird 
was  not  relocated  during  subsequent  vis- 
its to  the  site  on  15  and  16  January  2002. 

Identification 

In  North  America,  plumages  of  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  are  typically  contrasted  with 
similar  plumages  of  Tennessee  Warbler 
( Vermivora  peregrina ) and  Warbling  Vireo 
(V  gilvu s),  its  closest  look-alikes  (Kauf- 
man 1990).  The  Aruba  bird’s  stocky  build 
and  rather  blunt  and  thick  bill  readily  dis- 
tinguished it  from  all  Vermivora  and  other 
typical  warblers,  and  the  birds  nasal, 
whining  call  notes  were  in  striking  con- 
trast to  the  high-pitched,  short  call  notes 
of  Tennessee  Warbler  (Dunn  and  Garrett 
1997). 

While  migratory  Warbling  Vireos  from 
North  American  occur  only  rarely  as  far 
south  as  Costa  Rica  (Ridgely  and  Gwynne 
1989,  Stiles  and  Skutch  1989),  the  species 
occurs  as  a rare  fall  transient  in  Cuba 
(Garrido  and  Kirkconnell  2000)  and  has 
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occurred  as  a vagrant  to  Jamaica  (Raffaele 
et  at.  1998),  and  it  is^  potential  vagrant 
to  the  southern  Caribbean  Basin.  The 
Aruba  bird  showed  the  strong  lemon-yel- 
low cast  across  the  entire  underparts — 
including  the  central  upper  breast  and 
lower  part  of  the  throat — that  is  charac- 
teristic of  Philadelphia  Vireo,  especially 
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fall  immatures  (Kaufman  1990).  This  fea- 
ture is  distinctly  different  from  the 
whitish  breast  and  yellowish  flanks 
shown  by  nominate-race  Warbling  Vireos 
(Kaufman  1990),  as  well  as  differing  from 
the  whitish  or  buffy-whitish  underparts 
of  individuals  of  the  “ swainsonii ” sub- 
species group  (Voelker  and  Rohwer 
1998).  In  addition,  the  Aruba  individual 
showed  obvious  dark  lores,  which  are 
usually  lacking  or  are  reduced  and  paler 
in  Warbling  Vireo  (Kaufman  1990).  The 
birds  more  round-headed  appearance, 
which  can  be  seen  in  the  accompanying 
photographs,  is  also  consistent  with 
Philadelphia  Vireo  and  stands  in  contrast 
to  the  flat-headed  appearance  of  Warbling 
Vireo  (Kaufman  1990). 

The  only  remaining  species  with  which 
Philadelphia  Vireo  could  potentially  be 
confused  is  Brown-capped  Vireo  (V  leu- 
cophrys ),  resident  in  Central  and  South 
America,  which  occurs  in  the  coastal 
mountains  of  Venezuela  (Ridgely  and 
Tudor  1989)  but  which  is  presumably  an 
unlikely  vagrant  to  offshore  islands,  given 
its  sedentary  nature.  The  Brown-capped 
Vireo,  like  the  Warbling  Vireo  with  which 
it  has  been  lumped  by  some  authors, 
shows  a whitish  throat  and  chest  with  pale 
yellow  restricted  to  lower  underparts 
(Ridgely  and  Tudor  1989).  Brown-capped 
Vireo  also  lacks  the  obvious  dark  eyestripe 
(Howell  and  Webb  1995)  and  has  a more 
flat-headed  appearance — all  characteris- 
tics that  distinguished  it  from  the  Aruba 
bird.  While  it  may  be  somewhat  difficult 
to  see  in  the  photographs,  the  bird  also 
had  the  grayish  cap  of  Philadelphia  Vireo 
rather  than  a brown  cap,  as  in  Brown- 
capped  Vireo  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986). 

Discussion 

Philadelphia  Vireo  regularly  winters 
from  southern  Mexico  south  to  western 
Panama  (A.O.U.  1998,  Ridgely  and 
Gwynne  1989).  The  species  has 
occurred  rarely  during  the  nonbreeding 
season  in  the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  Jamaica, 
Cayman  Islands,  and  Antigua  (Raffaele 
et  al.  1998).  There  are  three  records 
from  Colombia  (Ridgely  and  Tudor 
1989),  but  none  from  neighboring 
Venezuela  (Hilty  2003)  or  from  any 
other  South  American  country  (Rodner 
et  al.  2000,  Ridgely  and  Tudor  1989). 
The  species  shows  up  annually  as  a 
vagrant  in  western  North  America  (Sib- 
ley 2000)  and  has  a minor  record  of 
vagrancy  to  western  Europe  as  well 
(Beaman  and  Madge  1998). 

These  photographs  provide  the  first 
photographic  documentation  of  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  for  Aruba;  additionally,  we 
have  a sight  record  from  April  2000  from 


the  neighboring  island  of  Curagao  (Wells 
and  Childs  Wells  2001).  The  age  of  the 
Aruba  individual,  very  probably  in  its  first 
year,  fits  well  with  the  pattern  of  passer- 
ine vagrancy,  which  is  most  prevalent  in 
birds  on  their  first  migration  (e.g.,  Veit 
2000). 

As  islands  are  known  to  be  migrant 
traps,  it  is  perhaps  also  not  completely 
surprising  that  we  have  found  the  species 
twice  in  two  years  in  the  “ABC  Islands,” 
despite  the  paucity  of  records  from  main- 
land South  America.  The  island  of  Aruba 
lies  some  30  km  from  the  Paraguana 
Peninsula  of  northwestern  Venezuela, 
leading  us  to  speculate  that  Philadelphia 
Vireo  is  likely  to  occur  at  least  occasion- 
ally in  coastal  regions  of  Venezuela. 
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Field  encounters 

On  11  November  2002,  an  unidentified 
medium-sized  raptor  was  discovered  by 
the  junior  author  (LM)  and  Guy  Belair  at 
Grand  Cul-de-Sac  Marin,  Guadeloupe, 
French  West  Indies.  Eighteen  National 
Parks  rangers  from  France  observed  the 
bird  too,  but  none  of  them  was  sure  of  its 
identity.  One  ranger  proposed  that  it 
might  possibly  be  a kite  (genus  Milvus), 
but  from  the  description,  the  senior 
author  (AL)  suspected  that  it  might  be  a 
hawk  (genus  Butco ),  as  there  have  been 
records  of  at  least  two  Buteo  species  on 
Guadeloupe  in  the  past.  The  next  day, 
AL  searched  for  the  bird  but  could  not 
locate  it. 

On  28  November,  what  LM  believed  to 
be  the  same  bird  reappeared  at  the  same 
place  and  was  also  seen  the  following  two 
days.  On  29  November,  it  was  videotaped 
by  LM,  and  a more  complete  description 
was  obtained.  Based  on  LMs  description, 
AL  suspected  that  the  bird  might  be  a 
Marsh  Harrier,  Circus  aeruginosus,  a 
species  with  which  he  was  very  familiar  in 
France,  and  the  suspicion  was  confirmed 
on  viewing  the  videotape.  AL  tried  again 
to  locate  the  bird  but  in  vain.  The  bird 
reappeared  on  1 1 December,  and  AL  con- 


tinued searching  and  finally  found  the 
bird  on  14  December,  confirming  that  it 
was  without  doubt  a Marsh  Harrier,  at 
that  point  on  the  basis  of  field-guide  illus- 
trations. That  day,  AL  succeeded  in  taking 
10  color  photographs,  five  of  which  have 
been  deposited  at  VIREO  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  (accession  numbers 
V06/49/001,  v06/49/002,  v06/49/003, 
v06/49/004,  and  v06/49/005),  and  three 
of  which  appear  here  (Figures  1-3).  It 
was  observed  on  12  days  between  14 
December  2002  and  19  January  2003,  and 
the  last  dates  of  observation  were  29  Jan- 
uary, 13  February,  17  March,  and  5 and  14 
April  2003. 

Description 

The  bird  was  overall  an  even  chocolate 
brown,  with  the  crown,  the  center  and 
sides  of  the  throat,  and  the  inner  fore  edge 
of  the  wing  creamy  buff-white.  The  ochre 
color  of  crown  and  throat  was  divided  by 
a broad  line  through  the  eye,  widest  pos- 
teriorly. All  of  these  characters  are  clearly 
visible  in  Alls  photographs.  The  plumage 
is  that  of  a juvenile,  possibly  a female;  the 
uniformity  and  freshness  of  plumage  also 
support  ageing  as  a juvenile  (Beaman  and 
Madge  1998,  Forsman  1999).  Allan  Keith 
and  William  S.  Clark  examined  several  of 


the  photographs,  and  Clark  cited  the 
“classic  shape,  rufous  upper  tail  coverts, 
and  face  pattern  of  pale  crown  and  throat 
with  a wide,  dark  eyeline  between”  as 
confirmation  of  the  bird’s  identity. 

The  combination  of  features  in  this  dis- 
tinctive plumage  of  Circus  a.  aeruginosus 
is  sufficient  to  rule  out  superficially  simi- 
lar plumages  of  Australasian  Marsh  Har- 
rier (C.  approximans ) and  African  Marsh 
Harrier  (C.  ranivorus ),  as  well  as  the  spi- 
lonotus  subspecies  of  Marsh  Harrier  (Fer- 
guson-Lees  and  Christie  2001),  some- 
times accorded  status  as  a full  species, 
Eastern  Marsh  Harrier  (Amadon  1978). 
When  the  nominate  form  is  considered  a 
distinct  species  in  itself,  the  name  “West- 
ern Marsh  Harrier”  is  sometimes  applied 
(e.g.,  Beaman  1994). 

Discussion 

Several  species  of  Western  Palearctic 
migrants  that  winter  in  Africa  are  known 
to  have  occurred  as  vagrants  to  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere.  Migrants  following 
along  the  west  coast  of  Africa  presumably 
occasionally  get  caught  in  strong  easterly 
trade  winds  and  are  carried  across  the 
Atlantic  to  arrive  in  northeastern  South 
America,  in  Florida,  or  in  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  sometimes  resting  or  riding  for 


Figure  1.  Marsh  Harrier,  Circus  a.  aeruginosus,  at  Grand  Cul-de-Sac  Marin,  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies  14  December 
2002.  Note  the  creamy-buff  cap  and  throat  and  otherwise  mostly  chocolate-brown  plumage.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Figures  2-3.  Two  views  of  the  Guadeloupe  Marsh  Harrier  in  flight  14  December  2002.  The  species  is  relatively  heavy 
of  build  and  wide-winged  compared  to  other  harrier  species,  thus  the  impressions,  from  certain  angles,  of  an 
Old  World  kite  (Milvus)  or  even  a Buteo.  Photographs  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


some  distances  on  oceangoing  vessels. 
The  occurrence  on  Guadeloupe  of  Alpine 
Swift  (Apus  melba ; Feldmann  and  Pavis 
1995)  and  Wood  Sandpiper  ( Tringa  glare- 
ola;  Levesque  and  Jaffard  2002)  are  prob- 
ably attributable  to  such  phenomena,  and 
Ebels  (2002)  and  Mazar  Barnett  and  Kir- 
wan  (2002)  cite  many  other  examples  for 
the  Antilles.  The  Marsh  Harrier  observed 
in  Guadeloupe  is  probably  more  likely  to 
have  originated  in  Europe  than  in  Africa, 
as  part  of  the  European  population 
migrates  as  far  as  the  southern  Sahara 
(Gensbol  1999). 

Status  of  the  species  in  the  New  World 

Although  not  included  in  the  main  list  of 
the  American  Ornithologists’  Union’s 
Check-list  of  North  American  Birds 
(1998),  Marsh  Harrier  is  included  in  the 
Appendix  (A.O.U.  2000),  based  on  a 4 
December  1994  report  of  a juvenile 
nominate-race  Marsh  Harrier  from  Chin- 


coteague,  Virginia,  USA  (Shedd  et  al. 
1998;  Clark  and  Wheeler  2001).  Excel- 
lent field  drawings  were  made  and  pho- 
tographs of  poor  quality  were  taken  of 
this  individual,  and  the  report  has  been 
accepted  provisionally  by  that  state’s  bird 
records  committee  in  its  Category  2 
(Kain  1998).  The  Guadeloupe  record  is 
thus  the  first  satisfactorily  documented 
report  of  this  species  in  the  New  World. 
It  is  conceivable  that  this  individual 
could  move  north  in  the  spring,  perhaps 
to  mainland  North  America.  A record  of 
the  species  14-25  January  2004  at 
Laguna  Cartagena,  Puerto  Rico  was  con- 
firmed as  this  article  went  to  press. 
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ABSTRACT 

A mixed  colony  of  410  breeding  pairs  of 
Sandwich  Tern  ( Sterna  sandvicensis  acu- 
flavida) and  Cayenne  Tern  (S.  s.  eurygnatha ) 
was  studied  at  Dog  Island  off  St.  Thomas,  U. 
S.  Virgin  Islands,  during  May-July  2003.  An 
estimated  94%  of  breeders  were  typical 
Sandwich  Terns  (bill  black  with 
yellow  tip),  two  (0.24%)  were 
typical  Cayenne  Terns  (bill  pure 
yellow),  and  the  remaining  6% 
were  highly  variable  intermedi- 
ates (bill  black  with 
yellow/orange  blotches  or  yel- 
low/orange with  black 
blotches).  The  proportion  of 
Cayenne  Terns  and  intermedi- 
ate individuals  in  the  Virgin 
Islands  appears  to  be  increasing 
since  the  1980s.  Two  pure  yel- 
low-billed Cayenne  Terns,  two 
predominantly  (90-95%)  yel- 
low/orange-billed  intermediate 
terns,  a half-yellow-,  half-black- 
billed intermediate  tern,  and  at 
least  five  predominantly  black- 
billed intermediate  terns  were 
each  mated  with  a Sandwich 
Tern,  suggesting  non-assortative 
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mating,  but  sample  sizes  of  yellow-billed 
birds  are  small  and  the  sex  of  yellow-billed 
individuals  unknown.  The  intermediacy  and 
variability  of  bill  coloration  in  breeding  pop- 
ulations throughout  the  Caribbean  imply 
extensive  interbreeding  between  the  two 
taxa.  Nevertheless,  persistence  of  presum- 
ably “pure”  phenotypes  where  the  two  taxa 
overlap  within  the  Caribbean  suggests  a ten- 
dency toward  assortative  mating.  In  the 
absence  of  direct  evidence  for  assortative 
mating,  however,  maintaining  the  two  taxa 
as  conspecific  seems  appropriate. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  North  American  race  of  Sandwich  Tern 
( Sterna  sandvicensis  acuflavida)  breeds  along 
the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  coasts  of 
North  America,  and  on  islands  in  the  north- 
ern Caribbean  Sea;  in  the  southern 
Caribbean  and  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  it  is  replaced  by  “Cayenne”  Tern  (S. 
s.  eurygnatha ; Gochfeld  and  Burger  1996, 
Shealer  1999).  The  chief  distinction  between 
the  two  taxa  is  bill  coloration,  in  “Sandwich” 
Tern  (hereinafter  referring  strictly  to  S.  s. 
acuflavida ),  the  bill  is  virtually  always  black 
with  a yellow  tip;  most  authors  describe  the 
bill  of  Cayenne  Tern  as  being  much  more 


variable,  typically  pale  yellow  but  often  with 
dark  markings,  and  rarely  orange  or  even 
reddish  (e.g.,  Junge  and  Voous  1955,  Buckley 
and  Buckley  1984,  Mailing  Olsen  and  Lars- 
son  1995,  Shealer  1999).  The  two  races  are 
virtually  identical  in  plumage,  although 
Cayenne  Tern  may  possess,  on  average,  a 
slightly  longer,  shaggier  nuchal  crest  and 
slightly  darker  gray  upperparts  (Mailing 
Olsen  and  Larsson  1995,  Shealer  1999).  Pop- 
ulations of  Cayenne  Tern  in  southern  South 
America  breed  during  the  austral  summer 
and  are  notably  larger  in  size  than  northern 
populations  of  Sandwich  and  Cayenne  Terns, 
and  may  be  subspecifically  distinct  (Voous 
1968,  Escalante  1973,  van  Halewijn  1990). 

The  significance  of  variability  in  bill 
coloration  is  poorly  understood,  and  few 
published  photographs,  drawings,  or 
descriptions  illustrating  such  variability  are 
available  (e.g.,  Junge  and  Voous  1955,  Haver- 
schmidt  1968,  Harrison  1987,  van  Halewijn 
1990,  Mailing  Olsen  and  Larsson  1995, 
Gantlett  2003).  A crucial,  unresolved  ques- 
tion is  whether  individuals  with  phenotypi- 
cally  “intermediate”  bill  coloration  (black 
with  yellow/orange  blotches  or 
yellow/orange  with  black  blotches)  represent 

(1)  variant  phenotypes  of  Cayenne  Tern 
(e.g.,  Voous  1983,  van  Halewijn 
1990,  ffrench  1991,  Sick  1993), 

(2)  intergrades  between  the  two 
taxa  (Junge  and  Voous  1955),  or 

(3)  a mixture  of  both  phenom- 
ena. In  this  paper,  I document 
variability  and  interbreeding  of 
the  two  forms  at  a mixed  colony 
in  the  Virgin  Islands,  review  pre- 
vious studies  documenting  vari- 
ability of  bill  coloration  within 
the  Caribbean,  consider  the 
handful  of  recent  North  Ameri- 
can records  of  Cayenne  Tern, 
and  discuss  the  taxonomic 
implications  of  variability  and 
interbreeding. 

STUDY  AREA  AND  METHODS 

The  Virgin  Islands  are  an  archi- 
pelago comprised  of  several 
major  islands  and  numerous 
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offshore  islets  on  the 
eastern  Puerto  Rican 
Bank  (Dammann  and 
Nellis  1992).  Sites  and 
numbers  of  Sand- 
wich/Cayenne Tern 
breeding  colonies  in  the 
Virgin  Islands  vary 
from  year  to  year 
among  the  few  islets 
that  possess  suitable 
habitat  (Norton  2000; 
Judy  j.  Pierce,  pers. 
comm.).  I reviewed 
available  ornithological 
literature  to  document 
historic  variability  of 
bill  coloration  in  breed- 


Figure  2 (a-u).  Variability  of  bill  coloration  ranging  from  typical  Sandwich  Tern  (top  left:  image  2 a)  to  typical  Cayenne  Tern  (bottom  right: 
image  2 u)  at  Dog  Island,  28  May  to  26  June  2003.  Photographs  by  Floyd  E.  Hayes. 


ing  colonies  of  the  Vir- 
gin Islands  and  else- 
where within  the  range 
of  both  taxa  in  order  to 
assess  trends  in  geo- 
graphic variation. 

From  28  May  to 
20  July  2003,  1 visited  a 
large  breeding  colony  of 
Sandwich  and  Cayenne 
Terns  at  Dog  Island,  a 
12.1-ha  islet  off  south- 
eastern St.  Thomas,  U. 

S.  Virgin  Islands  (18° 

18’  N,  64°  49’  W; 

Dammann  and  Nellis 
1992).  I estimated  the  number  of  breeding 
pairs  on  the  islet  by  counting  the  number  of 
clutches  within  the  densely  packed  colony 
prior  to  hatching  (a  few  late  breeders  may 
have  been  excluded).  With  8 x 42  binocu- 
lars, I scanned  terns  in  the  colony  whose 
bills  were  clearly  visible  to  estimate  the  pro- 
portion of  adults  possessing  three  bill  col- 
oration phenotypes:  (1)  typical  Sandwich 
Tern  (entirely  black  with  yellow  tip);  (2) 
intermediate  (dark  with  yellow/orange 
blotches  or  yellow/orange  with  dark 
blotches);  and  (3)  typical  Cayenne  Tern 
(pure  yellow  without  dark  markings).  To 
document  variability  and  facilitate  identifi- 
cation of  individuals,  color  photographs 
were  taken  of  as  many  intermediate  and 
Cayenne  Tern  phenotypes  as  possible. 

To  assess  whether  assortative  mating  was 
occurring  between  birds  based  on  bill-color 
phenotypes,  a few  hours  were  spent  during 
the  morning  each  day  observing  terns  with 
pure  or  predominantly  yellow/orange  bill 
coloration  and  intermediate  terns  to  identify 
the  bill  phenotype  of  their  mates.  An  indi- 
vidual’s mate  was  identified  when  it:  (1) 
relieved  an  incubating  focal  bird  or  was 
relieved  by  an  incubating  focal  bird;  (2) 
delivered  food  to  or  received  food  from  a 
focal  bird  at  a nest;  (3)  delivered  food  to  a 
chick  under  a focal  bird  or  guarded  a chick 
fed  by  a focal  bird;  or  (4)  interacted  cooper- 


atively with  a focal  bird  and  an  accompany- 
ing chick  by  gently  nodding  their  bills  up 
and  down  while  facing  each  other  (rather 
than  jabbing,  which  often  occurred  between 
neighbors),  exchanging  a chick  between 
them,  or  walking  together  through  the 
colony. 

RESULTS 

Variability 

In  the  northern  Caribbean,  small  numbers  of 
presumed  Sandwich  x Cayenne  Terns  “with 
varying  amounts  of  yellow  in  their  otherwise 
black  bills”  (Norton  1984)  were  first 
reported  nesting  among  larger  numbers  of 
Sandwich  Tern  on  small  cays  off  St.  Thomas 
(Pelican  Cay,  1982-1983;  Flat  Cay, 
1985-1987)  and  at  Anegada  (1980-1986)  in 
the  Virgin  Islands  (Norton  1984a,  b,  1985a, 
b,  1986,  1987,  1988).  The  proportion  of 
intermediate  individuals  in  these  colonies 
varied  from  <1%  to  4%,  but  was  usually 
<2%,  and  outnumbered  pure  yellow-billed 
Cayenne  Terns  (Table  1).  Small  numbers  of 
Cayenne  Terns  and  presumed  intergrades 
were  subsequently  reported  in  Sandwich 
Tern  colonies  on  southwestern  Puerto  Rico 
in  1990-1994  (Shealer  1999;  Shealer,  pers. 
comm.)  and  at  Cayo  Matojo  off  eastern 
Puerto  Rico  in  1984  (Schaffner  et  al.  1986), 
where  the  frequency  of  intermediate  and  yel- 


low-billed individuals  ranged  from  <1%  in 
southwestern  Puerto  Rico  to  5%  on  Cayo 
Matojo  (Table  1). 

On  28  May  and  1 June,  about  410  pairs  of 
Sandwich/Cayenne  Terns  (based  on  a nest 
count  each  day)  and  74  pairs  of  Royal  Tern 
(S.  maxima ; based  on  high  count  each  day  of 
incubating  adults)  were  incubating  eggs  in  a 
tightly  packed  colony  on  the  islet  (Figure  1). 
About  half  of  the  eggs  had  hatched  by  22 
June  and  about  three-quarters  by  26  June.  By 
20  July,  many  fledglings  were  taking  short 
flights,  but  several  very  small  chicks, 
thought  to  be  less  than  one  week  old,  were 
present,  indicating  late  breeding  or  replace- 
ment clutches  by  a few  pairs.  Scanning  of 
breeding  birds  on  1 June  (n  = 200)  and  22 
June  (n  = 287)  revealed  that  93.7%  (22  June) 
to  94.0%  (1  June)  of  individuals  were  typical 
Sandwich  Terns  (Figure  2 a),  although  a few 
birds  with  slightly  excessive  yellow  mark- 
ings on  the  bill  may  have  been  overlooked. 
Two  birds  (0.24%)  were  typical  Cayenne 
Terns  with  pure  yellow  bills  (Figure  2 u). 
The  remaining  6%  were  highly  variable 
intermediates. 

A series  of  photographs  documented  at 
least  19  intermediate  individuals  within  the 
colony  (Figures  2 c-t);  however,  several 
other  intermediate  individuals  with  predom- 
inantly black  bills  were  also  present  but  not 
photographed.  One  bird  possessed  only  a 


HUME  57  (2004)  • NUMBER  4 


567 


TABLE  1 . Geographic  variation  in  proportion  (%)  of  individuals  with  bill  coloration  typical  of  "Sandwich"  Tern 
(black  with  yellow  tip),  "intermediate"  bill  color  (blotched  black  and  yellow),  and  typical  "Cayenne"  Tern 
(entirely  yellow  or  orange/red)  in  mixed  breeding  colonies  in  the  Caribbean  (n  = number  of  breeding  pairs). 


Region,  Colony,  and  Year 


Sandwich  Intermediate  Cayenne 


Source* 


NORTHERN  CARIBBEAN  (LOCALITIES  ARRANGED  FROM  WEST  TO  EAST) 


Southwest  Puerto  Rico  (17°  56'  N,  67°  05'  I 


1990 

>99 

<1 

0 

262 

13 

slight  orange  basally  (Figures  2 1-p).  One 

1991 

>99 

<1 

<1 

341 

13 

bird’s  bill  showed  bright  orange  basally  con- 

1992 

>99 

<1 

<1 

404 

13 

nected  to  the  yellow  tip  along  the  upper 

1993 

>99 

<1 

<1 

440 

13 

ridge,  with  extensive  black  in  the  middle 

1994 

>99 

<1 

<1 

473 

13 

(Figure  2 q).  In  three  birds,  the  bill  was 

Cayo  Matojo,  Puerto  Rico  (18°  20  'N,  65°  17'  W) 

1984 

95 

5 

<1 

123 

12 

Culebra,  Puerto  Rico  (18°  19'  N,  65°  17'  W) 

1971, 1983-1984 

100 

0 

0 

100+ 

12 

Flat  Cay  (St.  Thomas),  Virgin  Islands  (18°  19'  N,  64°  59'  W) 

1985 

98 

2 

0 

23 

7 

1987 

100 

0 

0 

13 

10 

Pelican  Cay  (St.  Thomas),  Virgin  Islands  (18°  25'  N,  64°  55'  W) 

1982 

>99 

<1 

0 

442 

5 

1983 

98 

2 

0 

337 

5 

Dog  Island  (St.  Thomas),  Virgin  Islands  (18°  18'  N,  64°  49'  W) 

2003 

94 

6 

<1 

410 

15 

Anegada,  Virgin  Islands  (18°  43'  N,  64°  191  W) 

1980 

98 

2 

- 

27 

5 

1982 

>99 

<1 

. - 

65 

5 

1983 

96 

4 

- 

39 

5 

1984 

99? 

7 

1 

370 

6 

1985 

98? 

2 

7 

721 

8 

1986 

99 

<1 

<1 

475 

9 

Virgin  Islands  (localities  unspecified) 

1988 

>99? 

7 

<1 

723 

11 

SOUTHERN  CARIBBEAN  (LOCALITIES  ARRANGED  FROM  WEST  TO  EAST) 

Aruba  (12°  30'  N,  69°  58’  W) 

1984 

10 

37 

53 

71 

2 

1985 

8 

29 

63 

70 

3 

Curasao  (12°  15' N,  68°  45'  W) 

1954 

21 

11 

68 

7 

4 

1958  (field  observations) 

2 

43 

55 

1150 

1 

1958  (photographs) 

12 

27 

61 

96 

1 

Bonaire  (12°  15' N,  68°45'W) 

1955 

25 

36 

39 

7 

4 

Islas  las  Aves  (11°  58'  N,67°33'W) 

1956 

7 

21 

71 

7 

14 

‘Sources:  1 = Ansingh  et  al.  (1960);  2 = van  Halewijn  (1985);  3 = van  Halewijn  (1987);  4 = Junge  and  Voous  (1955);  5 = 

Norton 

(1984a);  6 = Norton  (1984b);  7 = Norton  (1985a);  8 = Norton  (1985b);  9 = 

Norton  (1986);  10 

= Norton  (1987);  11=  Norton  (1988); 

12  = Schaffner  et  al.  (1986);  13  = Shealer  (1999;  Shealer,  pers.  comm.);  14 

= van  der  Werf  et  al.  (1958);  15  = this  study. 

slight  amount  of  excessive  yellow  at  the  base 
of  the  upper  bill  (Figure  2 b),  and  two  had 
excessive  yellow  only  in  the  tip  of  the  bill 
(Figures  2 c-d);  seven  had  yellow  or  slight 
orange  blotches  basally  and  excessive  yellow 
distally  (Figures  2 e-k).  Five  possessed 
excessive  yellow  at  the  tip  of  the  bill  and  a 
narrow  yellow  line  on  the  upper  ridge  of  the 
bill,  and  all  but  one  of  these  had  yellow  or 


about  85-95%  yellow  (one  with  advanced 
head  molt  was  tinged  orange),  with  black 
blotches  in  the  middle  or  base  of  the  bill 
(Figures  2 r-t). 

All  adults  were  in  alternate  plumage,  but 
many  breeders  were  molting  feathers  on  the 
forecrown,  especially  later  in  June.  As  early 
as  28  May,  the  entire  front  half  of  the  crown 
and  face  of  a Sandwich  Tern  thought  to  be  a 
breeder  was  white.  Most  adults  appeared 
slightly  pinkish  on  the  breast  in  comparison 
with  nearby  Royal  Terns,  with  no  apparent 
differences  in  intensity  between  yellow- 
billed and  dark-billed  individuals.  Predomi- 
nantly yellow-billed  individuals  did  not 
appear  to  have  darker  mantles  or  shaggier 
crests  or  differ  in  bill  or  body  size  from  dark- 
billed birds. 

Soft-part  coloration  of  chicks  and  juve- 
niles was  highly  variable  and  difficult  to 
assess  quantitatively.  Bill  color  was  pinkish 
(smaller  chicks,  relatively  rare),  yellow  (fre- 
quent), or  gray  (a  slight  majority),  often 
with  a darker  tip.  Leg  color  was  usually  gray 
or  black,  but  sometimes  yellow  or  even  pink. 
None  of  the  juveniles  flying  on  20  July  had 
attained  adult  Sandwich  Tern  bill  coloration, 
and  many  still  had  pale  legs,  including  one 
with  pure  yellow  bill  and  legs  that  was  fed  by 
a Sandwich  Tern. 


Interbreeding 

Only  two  copulations  were  observed  during 
5-6  hours  of  observation  on  28  May  and  1 
June  combined,  and  both  were  between 
Sandwich  Terns;  some  copulations  were 
probably  overlooked,  however,  because  it 
appeared  that  birds  were  made  nervous  by 
my  presence,  especially  when  approached 
for  photographs.  Few  feedings  or  incubation 
switches  took  place  on  28  May  and  1 June, 
all  between  Sandwich  Terns.  No  copulations 
were  observed  during  22  and  26  June,  but 
feedings  and  incubation  switches  were  fre- 
quent, and  only  feeding  was  observed  on  20 
July. 

On  22  June,  two  pure  yellow-billed 
Cayenne  Terns  were  present  at  the  same 
time  about  20  m apart:  one  with  more 
advanced  head  molt  was  incubating  (Figure 
2 u),  and  the  other  was  guarding  a chick 
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(Figure  3).  At  12:40,  a Sandwich  Tern 
landed  beside  the  yellow-billed  tern  guard- 
ing a chick.  No  feeding  was  observed,  but 
the  two  adults  faced  each  other,  nodded 
their  bills  up  and  down,  and  appeared  to  be 
vocalizing  while  the  chick  shuttled  back  and 
forth  between  them  several  times.  Dur- 
ing the  next  15  minutes,  the  three 
slowly  wandered  together  about  20  m 
through  a sparsely  populated  edge  of 
the  colony  (Figure  3).  On  two  occa- 
sions, the  Sandwich  Tern  flew  a few 
meters  ahead,  turned  back  to  face  its 
presumed  mate  and  offspring,  and 
vocalized;  in  the  first  instance,  it  was 
joined  by  its  mate  and  offspring,  and  in 
the  other,  it  flew  back  to  them.  The 
chick  wandered  frequently  from  one 
adult  to  another  but  spent  more  time 
. with  the  Cayenne  Tern. 

On  22  June,  the  incubating  pure  yel- 
low-billed Cayenne  Tern  (Figure  2 u) 
departed  the  colony  and  later  appeared 
to  have  been  replaced  by  a predomi- 
nantly orange/yellow-billed  individual 
with  about  5%  black  on  its  bill  (Figure 
2 t);  the  two  were  suspected  of  being  mated, 
but  no  incubation  switches  were  observed. 
On  26  June,  the  pure  yellow-billed  Cayenne 
Tern  was  again  incubating  when  the 
orange/yellow-billed  individual  (Figure  2 t) 
landed  nearby  at  07:25  and  loafed  at  the 
edge  of  the  colony  until  07:57,  when  it 
walked  into  the  colony,  interacted  coopera- 
tively (bill  nodding)  with  an  incubating 
Sandwich  Tern  only  0.5  m from  the  yellow- 
billed tern,  and  relieved  it  after  about  30  sec- 
onds. The  pure  yellow-billed  tern  continued 
incubating  until  at  least  10:15,  when  I 
moved  to  another  part  of  the  colony;  at 
10:25,  1 noticed  the  same  yellow-billed  tern 
(based  on  stage  of  head  molt)  landing  else- 
where in  the  colony,  so  1 quickly  returned  to 
my  original  observation  point  and  con- 
firmed that  the  incubating  yellow-billed  tern 
was  replaced  by  a Sandwich  Tern,  based  on 
its  position  relative  to  the  orange/yellow- 
billed individual  (Figure  4). 

Within  5 m of  the  incubating  yellow- 
billed and  orange/yellow-billed  terns,  a 
predominantly  yellow-billed  individual 
with  about  5%  black  on  the  bill  (Figure 
2 s)  was  incubating  on  26  June  when  a 
Sandwich  Tern  walked  up  to  it  at  07:42 
and,  after  about  30  seconds  of  bill  nod- 
ding, relieved  it  of  its  incubation  duties. 

On  22  June,  an  intermediate  individ- 
ual resembling  Figure  2 j (orange  at  base 
of  bill,  extensive  yellow  at  tip)  flew  into 
the  colony  with  a fish  and  fed  an  adult 
Sandwich  Tern.  Twice  a Sandwich  Tern 
delivered  food  to  another  intermediate 
adult  resembling  Figure  2 e (slight 
orange  at  base  of  upper  bill).  In  both 
cases,  a chick  was  present  in  between  the 


intermediate  tern  and  its  Sandwich  Tern 
mate. 

On  26  June,  an  intermediate  tern  resem- 
bling Figure  2 f (bright  yellow  patch  at  base 
of  upper  bill)  new  into  the  colony  on  four 
occasions  and  fed  a chick  under  a Sandwich 


Figure  3.  Adult  Sandwich  Tern  (left)  and  Cayenne  Tern  (right) 
with  a chick  between  them  at  Dog  Island,  22  June  2003. 

Photograph  by  Floyd  E.  Hayes. 

Tern.  An  intermediate  tern  resembling  Fig- 
ure 2 c (excessive  yellow  at  tip  of  bill)  fed  a 
chick  under  a Sandwich  Tern.  An  intermedi- 
ate tern  resembling  Figure  2 o (about  50% 
yellow,  with  black  primarily  in  mid-bill)  was 
seen  interacting  cooperatively  (bill  nodding) 
with  a Sandwich  Tern  for  2 minutes  (uncer- 
tain whether  a chick  was  between  them), 
but  no  feeding  was  observed.  Another  inter- 
mediate tern  resembling  Figure  2 e fed  a 
chick  under  a Sandwich  Tern  (possibly  the 
same  mated  pair  as  observed  on  22  June).  A 
Sandwich  Tern  fed  a chick  under  an  inter- 
mediate tern  resembling  Figure  2 h (yellow- 
ish patches  at  base  of  bill). 

DISCUSSION 

Variability  and  interbreeding 
The  proportion  of  intermediate  and  yellow- 
billed individuals  in  the  breeding  population 


Figure  4.  Incubating  Cayenne  Tern  with  pure  yellow  bill  (above  left; 
photograph  A)  and  intermediate  tern  with  95%  orange/yellow  bill 
(right;  photographs  A-B)  among  Sandwich  Terns  at  Dog  Island,  26  June 
2003.  The  intermediate  tern  at  right  relieved  an  incubating  Sandwich 
Tern,  and  the  Cayenne  Tern  at  upper  left  (photograph  A)  was  relieved  by 
a Sandwich  Tern  (photograph  B).  Photographs  by  Floyd  E.  Hayes. 


of  the  Virgin  Islands  appears  to  be  increasing 
since  the  1980s,  but  more  data  are  needed  to 
assess  long-term  trends.  My  observations 
confirm  that  two  phenotypically  “pure”  yel- 
low-billed Cayenne  Terns,  two  predomi- 
nantly yellow/orange-billed  intermediate 
terns  (with  90-95%  yellow/orange 
bills),  a half-yellow-,  half-black-billed 
intermediate  tern,  and  at  least  five 
intermediate  terns  with  predominantly 
black  bills  were  each  paired  with  a typ- 
ical Sandwich  Tern.  These  observa- 
tions suggest  non-assortative  mating, 
but  sample  sizes  of  yellow-billed  birds 
are  small  and  the  sex  of  yellow-billed 
individuals  unknown. 

The  comment  by  Gochfeld  et  al. 
(1994:  191)  that  Cayenne  Tern  “often 
nests  separately”  from  Sandwich  Tern 
was  apparently  based  on  observations 
in  southwestern  Puerto  Rico,  where 
two  pure  yellow-billed  Cayenne  Terns 
were  often  seen  beside  each  other 
among  much  larger  numbers  of  Sand- 
wich Terns  at  Media  Luna  West  in 
1991,  Media  Luna  East  in  1992,  and 
San  Cristobal  in  1993  (all  colonies  within 
0.5  km;  Table  1);  although  these  individuals 
were  thought  to  be  mated  with  each  other, 
they  may  have  been  incubating  in  adjacent 
nests  while  each  was  mated  with  a Sand- 
wich Tern  (D.  Shealer  1991;  Shealer,  pers. 
comm.).  In  1991,  one  Cayenne  Tern  was 
thought  to  be  mated  with  a Sandwich  Tern. 
A few  intermediate-appearing  birds  were 
also  present  each  year  in  the  colonies, 
including  one  (paired  with  a Sandwich 
Tern)  whose  bill  was  yellow-orange  basally, 
black  medially,  and  yellow  distally. 

The  taxonomic  relationship  between 
Sandwich  and  Cayenne  Terns  is  poorly 
understood.  If  any  reproductive  isolating 
mechanism  exists  between  the  two  taxa,  it 
may  be  based  on  bill  coloration  or,  perhaps 
more  likely,  postural  and  vocal  displays  (P 
A.  Buckley,  pers.  comm.).  However,  no 
behavioral  differences  between  the  taxa 
have  been  described.  As  for  bill  col- 
oration, the  crux  of  the  issue  is 
whether  individuals  with  phenotypi- 
cally “intermediate”  bill  coloration  rep- 
resent (1)  variant  (or  even  normal) 
phenotypes  of  Cayenne  Tern,  (2)  the 
results  of  interbreeding  between  the 
two  taxa,  or  (3)  a mixture  of  both  phe- 
nomena. A second  crucial  question  is 
whether  individuals  indistinguishable 
from  Sandwich  Terns  nesting  in  the 
southern  Caribbean  and  eastern  Brazil 
represent  (1)  Sandwich  Terns  or  (2) 
variant  Cayenne  Tern  phenotypes. 

Now  that  interbreeding  between 
extreme  phenotypes  of  the  two  taxa 
has  been  documented  in  the  northern 
Caribbean,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
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TABLE  2.  North  American  records  and  reports  of  Cayenne  Tern. 

Location 

Date 

Description 

Source* 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

30  May  1983 

alternate  adult  male 
courting  Sandwich  Terns 

1 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

1 Sep  1986 

no  details 

5 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

16  Aug  1988 

no  details 

6 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

7 Oct  1989 

no  details 

7 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

23  Sep  1994 

basic  adult 

2,4 

Off  Oregon  Inlet,  NC 

31  Jul  1995 

basic  adult 

3 

Cape  Hatteras,  NC 

23  Sep  1997 

basic  adult 

4 

Long  Island,  NY 

17-18  Jul  2000 

basic  adult 

8 

Fort  Fisher,  NC 

5 Apr  2003 

alternate  adult 

9 

•Sources:  1 = Buckley  and  Buckley  (1984);  2 = Davis  (1995a;  photograph  currently  posted  to: 
<http://www2.msstate.edu/~sd122/0ther  bird  photos.htm>);  3 = Davis  (1995b;  photograph  currently  posted  to: 
<http://www.seabirding.com/images/sate-B13.jpg>);  4 = Dinsmore  and  Hass  (1997);  5 = LeGrand  (1987); 

6 = LeGrand  (1989);  7 = LeGrand  (1990);  8 = Mitra  and  Buckley  (2000);  9 = Davis  (2004). 

This  list  does  not  include  possible  Cayenne  Terns  seen  and/or  photographed  in  Texas,  including 

one  photographed  at  East  Beach,  Galveston  Island,  Texas  4-5  November  2001,  with  photographs  currently  posted  to: 

<http://members.tripod.com/~tbrc/tern.htm>. 


assume  that  many  or  all  intermediate  indi- 
viduals there  are  intergrades.  Given  that 
small  numbers  of  Cayenne  Terns  nest 
among  Sandwich  Terns  in  the  northern 
Caribbean,  it  seems  probable  that  small 
numbers  of  Sandwich  Terns  nest  among 
Cayenne  Terns  in  the  southern  Caribbean 
and  perhaps  southward  into  Brazil  (see 
below),  where  interbreeding  would  seem 
just  as  likely  to  occur.  If  so,  some  or  all  of 
those  with  intermediate  bill  coloration  may 
represent  intergrades. 

In  the  absence  of  molecular  genetic  tests 
or  direct  observations  of  mating,  interbreed- 
ing between  two  taxa  can  be  inferred  phe- 
notypically  by  an  increase  in  variability  and 
intermediacy  in  concert  where  their  ranges 
meet;  in  contrast,  if  variability  is  clinal,  the 
intermediate  populations  should  not  exhibit 
increased  variability  in  any  given  popula- 
tion along  the  dine  (Schueler  and  Rising 
1976).  In  the  Sandwich/Cayenne  Tern  com- 
plex, an  increase  in  variability  and  interme- 
diacy in  bill  coloration  where  their  ranges 
meet  should  provide  the  best  phenotypic 
evidence  for  interbreeding  (as  with  the 
hybridization  of  Butorides  herons  in  the 
same  region  [Hayes  2002]).  To  assess 
whether  variability  within  the  two  taxa  is 
clinal  (in  a broad,  geographical  sense,  given 
the  highly  disjunct  distribution  of  the  terns’ 
breeding  colonies)  or  fits  the  pattern  pre- 


dicted for  a hybrid  zone,  the  following  syn- 
thesis of  bill  color  variability  is  offered. 

In  southeastern  North  America,  bill  col- 
oration of  Sandwich  Terns  varies  little.  In 
North  Carolina,  Buckley  and  Buckley 
(1984:  397)  reported  “incubating  Sandwich 
Terns  with  yellow  rami  and,  occasionally, 
faint  yellowish  blotches  along  the 
mandibles.”  Whether  this  represents  nor- 
mal variation  within  Sandwich  Terns  or 
introgression  of  Cayenne  Tern  alleles 
remains  uncertain,  but  the  observation  of  an 
alternate-plumaged  Cayenne  Tern  courting 
with  a Sandwich  Tern  at  Cape  Hatteras, 
' North  Carolina  on  30  May  1983  (Buckley 
and  Buckley  1984)  suggests  that  occasional 
hybridization  may  occur.  Vagrant  crested 
terns  are  well  known  for  hybridizing  with 
congeners  in  colonies  distant  from  their 
normal  breeding  range  (Mailing  Olsen  and 
Larsson  1995,  Collins  1997,  Paul  et  al. 
2003),  and  because  Sandwich  Tern  colonies 
are  seldom  scrutinized  for  Cayenne  Terns, 
isolated  instances  of  interbreeding  may  be 
overlooked.  There  are  eight  additional 
extralimital  records  of  Cayenne  Tern  along 
the  east  coast  of  North  America  (Table  2), 
all  probably  representing  post-breeding  dis- 
persal. One  individual,  photographed  and 
described  as  “slightly  larger  than  a Sand- 
wich Tern”  with  a bill  “roughly  25%  longer 
than  the  bills  of  nearby  Sandwich  Terns,” 


was  thought  to  have  been  a male  from  an 
austral-breeding  population  (Dinsmore  and 
Hass  1997;  Table  2). 

Variability  clearly  increases  south  of  the 
North  American  continent.  In  the  northern 
Caribbean,  at  least  94%  of  individuals  in 
colonies  appear  to  be  phenotypical  Sand- 
wich Terns,  up  to  6%  possess  intermediate 
bill  coloration,  and  fewer  than  1%  appear  to 
be  phenotypical  Cayenne  Terns  (Table  1). 
Variability  is  greater  in  the  islands  of  the 
southern  Caribbean,  where  seven  studies 
revealed  that  the  majority  of  individuals 
have  entirely  yellow  bills  (median  = 61%, 
range  = 39-71%),  a substantial  proportion 
have  intermediate  bill  coloration  (median  = 
29%,  range  = 11-43%),  and  a minority 
resemble  Sandwich  Terns  with  black,  yel- 
low-tipped bills  (median  = 10%,  range  = 
2-25%;  see  Table  1).  However,  some  of  the 
Sandwich-type  terns  in  these  colonies  have 
brown-tinged  bills,  thus  the  percentage  of 
potentially  “pure”  Sandwich  Terns  is  proba- 
bly smaller  (A.  del  Nevo,  pers.  comm.;  R. 
van  Halewijn,  pers.  comm.). 

Variability  is  also  high  in  populations 
breeding  during  the  boreal  summer  along 
the  Brazilian  coast  of  South  America.  On 
Dos  Papagaios  Island  off  Macae,  Brazil,  Sick 
and  Lean  (1965:  507)  reported  that  all  nest- 
ing birds  in  a colony  of  boreal-summer 
breeders  “had  light  lemon-colored  bills, 
although  occasionally  a touch  of  black  was 
present  on  the  sides  of  the  bills,”  but  noted 
one  individual  nearby  with  a black  basal 
half  of  the  bill.  More  than  half  of  boreal- 
summer-breeding  Cayenne  Terns  at  three 
colonies  in  central  Brazil  possessed  a pure 
yellow  bill,  about  1.5%  of  birds  from  Ilha 
Escalvada,  Espirito  Santo,  Brazil,  resembled 
Sandwich  Tern,  and  the  remaining  birds 
were  intermediate  (Marcio  Efe,  pers. 
comm.).  An  unpublished  photograph  by 
Cesar  Musso  from  the  latter  colony  in  June 
2002  revealed  an  incubating  individual 
resembling  a Sandwich  Tern  and  several 
individuals  with  intermediate  bill  col- 
oration among  predominantly  yellow-billed 
birds;  another  photograph  from  the  same 
colony  reveals  a similar  tern  with  slightly 
more  yellow  at  the  tip  and  base  of  the  bill 
(Efe  et  al.  2000). 

Variability  decreases  in  southern  South 
America,  where  breeding  Cayenne  Terns  are 
predominantly  yellow-billed  with  an  appar- 
ently higher  proportion  of  individuals  with 
orange-red  bills  (Voous  1968,  Escalante 
1970).  A series  of  photographs  supplied  by 
Flavio  Quintana  and  Pablo  Yorio  from  a 
colony  at  Punta  Leon,  Chubut,  Argentina, 
in  November  2000  revealed  that  93%  of 
individuals  had  a completely  yellow  or  yel- 
low-orange bill  and  only  7%  of  individuals 
(n  = 70)  had  dark  markings  on  the  bill. 
These  figures  mirror  those  of  the  Virgin 
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Islands,  but  despite  many  years  of  research 
at  Cayenne  Tern  colonies  (e.g.,  Yorio  et  al. 
1998),  none  resembling  a Sandwich  Tern 
has  ever  been  documented  (E  Quintana  and 
P Yorio,  pers.  comm.).  As  pointed  out  by 
van  Halewijn  (1990:  131,  translated  from 
Dutch),  “a  population  of  purely  yellow- 
billed birds  does  not  exist.” 

The  identity  of  intermediate  and  dark- 
billed terns  breeding  in  the  southern 
Caribbean  and  Brazil  has  been  disputed. 
Several  authorities  regarded  all  such  indi- 
viduals, including  those  indistinguishable 
from  Sandwich  Terns,  as  variant  phenotypes 
of  Cayenne  Tern  (e.g.,  Voous  1983,  van 
Halewijn  1990,  ffrench  1991,  Sick  1993). 
Buckley  and  Buckley  (1984)  suggested  that 
intermediate  and  dark-billed  terns  nesting 
as  far  south  as  Argentina  might  result  from 
introgression  of  Sandwich  Tern  alleles. 
Sandwich  Terns  clearly  migrate  southward 
along  the  east  coast  of  South  America.  The 
southernmost  band  recovery  (of  an  individ- 
ual banded  in  Mississippi)  is  from  Rio 
Grande  do  Norte,  northeast  Brazilian  coast 
(Sick  1979),  and  there  are  several  sight 
records  of  immatures  (one  with  a leg  band) 
and  adults  associating  with  substantially 
larger,  alternate-plumaged  Cayenne  Terns  in 
Buenos  Aires  Province,  Argentina,  from 
November-January  (e.g.,  Narosky  and  Di 
Giacomo  1993,  Jaramillo  2000).  Mixed 
pairs  potentially  could  occur  during  the 
austral  breeding  season,  if  boreal-breeding 
Sandwich  Terns  were  to  mingle  with  local 
austral-breeding  Cayenne  Terns,  lingering 
to  breed  rather  than  returning  to  the  North- 
ern Hemisphere.  Although  Gochfeld  and 
Burger  (1996)  reported  mixed  pairs  in 
Patagonia,  no  details  were  provided. 

In  the  absence  of  molecular  data,  the 
increased  intermediacy  and  variability  of 
bill  coloration  in  the  Caribbean,  where  the 
ranges  of  the  two  forms  meet,  do  suggest 
extensive  interbreeding,  as  initially  inter- 
preted by  Junge  and  Voous  (1955).  But 
because  no  individuals  resembling  Sand- 
wich Tern  have  been  documented  nesting  in 
Patagonia  despite  intensive  surveys  (e.g., 
Yorio  et  al.  1998),  introgression  appears 
unlikely  to  account  for  the  7%  of  individu- 
als with  dark  bill  markings  there.  A simi- 
larly small  percentage  of  Elegant  Terns  (S. 
elegans),  for  instance,  possess  dark  mark- 
ings in  the  bill,  which  could  represent  natu- 
ral variation  (e.g.,  Gantlett  2003). 

Taxonomy 

Sandwich  and  Cayenne  Terns  were  formerly 
considered  specifically  distinct.  Based  on 
observations  in  the  southern  Caribbean, 
Junge  and  Voous  (1955)  and  Ansingh  et  al. 
(1960)  inferred  extensive  interbreeding  and 
suggested  the  two  were  conspecific. 
Although  this  conclusion  was  not  followed 


by  some  authors,  for  example  Meyer  de 
Schauensee  (1966),  it  was  accepted  by  the 
American  Ornithologists’  Union  (1983)  and 
subsequently  adopted  by  most  authorities 
(e.g.,  Buckley  and  Buckley  1984,  Mailing 
Olsen  and  Larsson  1995,  Gochfeld  and 
Burger  1996,  Shealer 
1999).  In  support  of  this 
treatment,  interbreeding 
and  non-assortative 
mating  have  now  been 
documented  in  the 
northern  Caribbean,  and 
seemingly  indiscrimi- 
nate matings  between 
dark-billed  and  yellow- 
billed phenotypes  have 
been  observed  and  pho- 
tographed in  the  south- 
ern Caribbean  (R.  van 
Halewijn,  pers.  comm.; 

Figure  5). 

Given  the  emphasis 
on  the  criterion  of  repro- 
ductive isolation  in  the 
classic  Biological  Species 
Concept  (Mayr  1970), 
extensive  interbreeding 
between  taxa  often  has 
been  interpreted  as  evi- 
dence for  lack  of  repro- 
ductive isolation,  in  which  case  the  inter- 
breeding taxa  were  considered  conspecific 
(Johnson  et  al.  1999).  However,  the  taxo- 
nomic significance  of  interbreeding  is  con- 
tingent upon  the  distribution  of  different 
phenotypes  (or,  preferably,  genotypes  when 
determined)  within  a zone  of  interbreeding 
(e.g.,  Short  1969,  Helbig  et  al.  2002).  When 
random  mating  (free  interbreeding)  occurs 
between  individuals  of  two  different  taxa, 
the  probability  of  “pure”  phenotypes 
remaining  within  the  zone  of  interbreeding 
approaches  nil  within  a few  dozen  genera- 
tions. Thus,  when  essentially  all  individuals 
within  such  a zone  are  intermediate,  free 
interbreeding  is  implied  and  the  interbreed- 
ing taxa  are  considered  conspecific.  Alterna- 
tively, the  presence  of  “pure”  phenotypes 
within  the  zone  of  interbreeding  could  result 
from  immigration  from  areas  beyond  the 
zone  (in  which  case  the  immigrants  should 
be  a distinct  minority),  from  an  inheritance 
pattern  in  which  hybrid  genes  (genotype) 
are  masked  by  phenotype,  from  recent  sec- 
ondary contact  and  formation  of  a “hybrid 
zone,”  or  from  a tendency  toward  assortative 
mating.  When  assortative  mating  occurs,  the 
two  taxa  demonstrate  essential  reproductive 
isolation  and  should  be  considered  specifi- 
cally distinct  (Johnson  et  al.  1999). 

In  the  case  of  the  Sandwich  x Cayenne 
Tern  “hybrid”  zone  in  the  southern 
Caribbean,  fair  numbers  of  extreme,  pre- 
sumably “pure"  phenotypes  of  both  taxa 


(resembling  individuals  beyond  the 
Caribbean)  coexist  and  nest  within  the 
breeding  colonies  (Table  1),  suggesting  that 
most  are  breeding  residents  rather  than 
immigrants  from  beyond  the  hybrid  zone. 
The  substantial  proportion  of  individuals 
with  intermediate  bill 
coloration — which 
may  represent  variants 
of  Cayenne  Tern  or 
intergrade  Sandwich  x 
Cayenne  Terns — sug- 
gests polygenic  control 
of  bill  coloration  in 
which  hybrid  genes  are 
not  being  masked. 
Although  breeding  by 
both  taxa  in  the  south- 
ern Caribbean  was  not 
detected  until  half  a 
century  ago  (Junge  and 
Voous  1955),  it  was 
probably  overlooked 
before  then.  Thus,  the 
current  and  probable 
future  persistence  of 
extreme  phenotypes  of 
both  taxa  in  the  south- 
ern Caribbean  provides 
possible  evidence  for  a 
tendency  toward  assor- 
tative mating,  despite  frequent  interbreed- 
ing. Nevertheless,  in  the  absence  of  bio- 
chemical studies  and  of  direct  evidence  for 
assortative  mating,  the  two  taxa  are  for  now 
best  maintained  as  conspecific.  Additional 
research  on  mate  choice  and  molecular 
genetics  in  the  southern  Caribbean  and 
elsewhere  are  needed  to  resolve  the  taxo- 
nomic relationship  between  the  two  taxa. 
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Pictorial  Highlights 


Rare  anywhere  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  Canaria,  a Gull-billed  Tern  at  Renews,  Newfoundland 
9 July  2003  provided  a first  provincial  record  of  this  southerly  species.  Photograph  by  Stuart  Tingky. 


This  Common  Tern,  apparently  of  the  Siberian  race  Imgipemh,  was  seen  at  Stone  Harbor  Paint, 
New  Jersey  14  July  2003.  The  fully  black  bill  and  dark  brownish  legs  in  conjunction  with  nearly  full 
black  cap  are  typical  ef  Imgipam,  as  is  the  relatively  dark  gray  shade  ef  the  underparts.  The 
white-flecked  forehead  and  rather  pale  primaries  with  low  contrast  between  fresh  and  worn 
feathers  are  suggestive  of  a bird  in  its  third  calendar  year.  Digiscoped  photograph  by  Michael  O’Brien. 


Unexpected  was  this  migrant  Arctic  Tern  at  Holbrook  Reservoir,  Otero  County, 
Colorado  18  June  2003;  only  a few  dozen  records  of  the  species  are  known  for 
the  interior  West.  Photograph  by  Van  Truan. 


White-winged  Terns  cause  a stir  wherever  they  appear  in  North  America.  This  bird  on  Laudhoim 
Farms  in  Wells,  York  County,  Maine  13-14  (here  14j  June  2883  was  the  state's  (stunning)  first. 
Photograph  by  (had  Dorsey. 


Mew  jersey  was  the  place  to  be  this  summer  far  seeing  unusual  shorebirds  and  terns  in  the  last. 
In  addition  to  high  counts  of  Roseate  Tern,  several  Arctic  Terns  were  found  at  Stone  Harbor  Point. 
This  Arctic  was  photographed  2 July  2003,  in  the  company  ef  an  alternate-plumage  adult.  Its  dull 
bill,  faint  carpal  bar,  and  dark  primaries  suggest  a bird  in  second  alternate  plumage-a  plumage 


rarely  seen  by  land-bound  birders  and  even  mare  rarely  so  sell  photographed. 


Reddish  Egrets  taunted  observers  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  with  brief  appearances  in  June,  but  this 
bird— a relatively  cooperative  state  first  5-17  July  2003  an  the  Charlestown  Breaciiway,  Rhode 
Island-later  moved  to  Westport,  Massachusetts,  then  back  to  Rhode  Island  from  28  (here) 
ta  27  July  at  Little  Compton.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Dennis. 
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This  nearly  adult  Yellow-legged  Gull  at  La  Malbaie,  Quebec  1 4 June  2003  looks  rather  small 
and  dark,  which  might  suggest  one  of  the  Atlantic  forms,  but  experts  familiar  with  the  spedes 
hare  remained  cautious  about  subspecific  identification  in  this  case.  This  bird  represents  the 
second  for  the  Region— the  first  was  from  the  Madeleine  Islands  in  August  1973  and  was 
the  first  documented  in  North  America.  Photograph  by  fan  Kolbeinsson. 


Found  not  too  far  from  the  Little  Stint  at  Stone  Harbor  Point,  New  Jersey  (see  the  caver  of  this 
issue),  this  adult  Red-necked  Stint  in  fading  alternate  plumage  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
Two  Mile  Landing  21  July  2003.  Photograph  by  Michael  O'Brien. 


This  apparent  MacGillivray's  Warbler  was  captured  and  banded  4 June  2003  at  Kaiser-Manitou 
Reach,  Braddock  Bay,  New  York.  The  bird  shows  the  dark  lores  and  eye-arcs  normally  associated 
with  MacGillivray's,  although  measurements  were  closer  to  Mourning  Warbler.  Similar  birds  with 
weak  eye-arcs,  all  identified  byvocalizations  as  Mourning  Warblers,  have  been  found  on  territory 
in  nearby  Seneca  and  Wayne  Counties  in  the  past.  Photograph  by  Laurie  Zagmester. 
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An  exciting  find  anywhere  at  any  time  in  North  America,  this  Black-tailed  Gull  on  the  shore  of  lake 
Michigan  at  Sheep  Park,  Racine,  Wisconsin  provided  the  first  record  for  the  state  and  the  Western 
Great  Lakes  region.  Assumedly,  this  same  individual  remained  in  the  region  throughout  the 
summer  and  visited  several  nearby  states  (here  12  June  2003),  Photograph  by  Erie  R.  Howe. 


One  of  several  Little  Stints  noted  in  the  Lower  48  states  this  year,  this  bird  at  the  Minot 
sewage  lagoons  in  North  Dakota  provided  a first  state  record  of  this  fetching  calidrfd 
4 to  5 (here)  July  2083.  Photograph  by  Steven  Easley. 


First  reported  as  a so-called  Sutton's  Warbler  (hybrid  Northern  Parula  t fallow-throated  War- 
bler), this  bird  spent  the  summer  In  Stokes  State  Forest,  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey  (here  30  June 
2003),  The  bird  shows  several  features  ef  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  including  the  yellow  throat, 
bold  white  lower  eye-arc  contrasting  with  black  auriculars,  and  grayish  dorsal  color.  However, 
the  black  necklace  of  streaking  across  the  chest,  incomplete  superrilium  in  front  ef  the  eye,  and 
amount  of  black  across  tail-tip  indicate  miied  parentage.  Several  observers  guessed  Magnolia 
Warbler  or  Myrtle  Warbler  as  the  second  parent.  Photograph  by  George  Nixon. 
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A Reddish  Egret  located  at  QuivSra  National  Wildlife  Refuge  from  21  June  to  4 July  (here)  2003 
afforded  the  first  documentation  for  the  species  in  Kansas  and  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region. 

Photograph  by  Kevin  Grceneweg. 


Rufous  Hummingbirds  and  other  western  spades  have  become  expected  visitors  t®  the 
Midwest  and  last  in  fall  and  winter,  but  this  adult  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  in  alternate 
plumage— nicely  photographed  23  July  2801  in  Springfield,  Illinois— was  part  of  an 
early  wave  east  of  normal  range.  Photograph  by  Travis  Mahon. 


This  male  Western  Tanagsr  sang  at  Paint  Lake  Provincial  Park,  Manitoba  (near  Thompson)  11  June 
2003.  There  are  other  records  of  apparently  territorial  birds  in  central  and  northern  Manitoba,  but 
breeding  has  not  been  confirmed  there.  Photograph  by  Jay  VanderGaast. 


The  “Big  Easy"— New  Orleans,  Louisiana— was  the  site  of  the  state's  first  documented 
nesting  of  Gray  Kingbird,  a pair  with  three  young  present  from  S (here)  to  21  July  2083. 
Photograph  by  David  P.  Math. 


The  Mountain  Plover,  a candidate  fer  listing  as  a federally  Threatened  species  under  the  Endan- 
gered Species  Act,  did  net  receive  listing  in  2083,  despite  its  small,  declining  population  of  per- 
haps as  few  as  5000  individuals.  The  U.S.  Fish  S Wildlife  Service  withdrew  its  proposal  on  grounds 
that  the  species  is  more  numerous  than  previously  thought.  This  bird  was  photographed  on  nest- 
ing grounds  near  Phillips  County,  Montana  23  May  2001.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dimmers. 


A serendipitous  find  was  this  Painted  Redstart  in  a campground  at  Eoldwater  Lake,  Comanche 
County,  Kansas  23-29  June  2003,  a first  for  the  state  and  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region. 
Photograph  by  Kevin  Grceneweg. 
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Two  Green  Violet-ears  attended  a feeder  this  spring  and  summer  near  Johnson  City,  Blanco 
County,  Texas,  First  noted  19  May,  both  remained  through  the  summer  season,  the  first  instance 
in  which  two  individuals  of  this  species  frequented  the  same  location  (north  of  Mexico,  that  is). 
Photograph  by  John  Kormendy. 


Golden-cheeked  Warblers  have  been  reported  irregularly  in  late  summer  from  Big  Bend 
National  Park,  Texas.  However,  this  hatch-year  male,  photographed  in  the  Chisos 
Mountains  29  June  2003,  provided  the  first  fully  documented  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos. 
Photograph  by  Mark  (V.  Lockwood. 


This  Siberian  Rubythroat  was  photographed  at  Nome  on  14  June  This  male  Brambling  was  one  of  1 0 found  at  Gambell,  Alaska  during 
2003,  providing  the  first  documented  record  for  Mainland  Alaska.  early  June  2003  (here  3 June).  Photograph  by  Gap/  H.  Rosenberg. 

Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 


Providing  the  first  record  for  Costa  Rica  and  one  of 
the  few  for  the  western  Caribbean  Sea,  this  Cory's 
Shearwater  was  found  dying  on  the  beach  at 
Tortuguero  on  8 March  2003  and  died  the  next  day. 
Photographer  unknown. 


Increasing  attention  to  the  offshore  waters  around  the  Hawaiian  islands  has  produced  numerous  records 
of  rare  tubenoses.  This  Butler's  Shearwater  was  a very  nice  find  off  the  island  of  Oahu  9 June  2003. 
Photograph  by  Hadoram  Shirihai. 
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Oregon's  much-anticipated  first  White-rumped  Sandpiper  appeared  at  the  mouth  of 
the  New  River  1 July  2003  and  followed  multiple  May/June  records  from  elsewhere  in 
the  Far  West.  Videocapture  by  David  Lauten. 
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